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"MADAM Y .
His Sermon doth of right intitle st felf
f 1o your Hanénr’:}f Tlﬁc‘lx , a beipg'
made by the Word of your- Cormnand; w
Jaidy Let it be, and it was 0. The Wean-
ing of your Bépeful and m‘l’y Son, was the oc-
cafion of that Adeesing which this Difcourfe
gave & plain and bimirly Edtkrtdinment to.
" But as Guj{: that come upon. ws nuinvited
take in good part [uch asthey find, if a chear-
ful Look and & bearty Welcome be but the
Sauce to [ueh Diflies s a Sxrprize cam fee
spor the Table; fo F know your) Henonr lia
ked the Trédt, which’ this Difconrfe gave
yeu,. not the worfe becanfe it was plgin, and
Juch as could be [ooncft gor ready y bur the
better, . becaufe of your hearty Welcome, and
efpecially éeu}tj?/ik was ( li&{]acobi; Veuifon
- Gen. 27.4.) {avoipy Meat, fuch'as yosye -
Soul loved:: This an - tes’wy Prefumption’
te fet'it bafore your Hononr a fecond time for
your.Entersainment 5 ouly 1wifly that Fhave
not” (like fome penirions Houwife thap
grutches 1o fpend Meadt 1511 it Wil keep'io
longer) kepe it fo lng b me ¥ill7it hath boft
its firft favour. "1 muff confefs it hath hung
wupon the Pen nigh half as Alonths as
your dear Som did upon -the Breaft. That
which relieves me is, thas it -bath broken
 rione of your Hoapour’s Commpnds, st nos be-
- dng called for in Daper: [o thas it being a
: . Frees



- Prev-will-offtring, L know.your Homonr will'
ghve. i the veadier Mocaptance,. shough iv be .
 oxheywife buv a4 mean Prefems: Yet Goates'
hair was accepted in the Bajiding of the Ta=
bernacle, Exod. 3§.5,6. from fuch asbad no.

better to offerif it came from & willing heart.
~M-ADAM, It i3 for the vompleasing the:
Temple of God in your Seuly thwr this Of-:
fexing is-weadv, -and I can sruly [ay, it is
- with a willing an Heart as ever raelite -
offered, from")%im that browght Goats-hair
te: bim -that brought. Silver and Gold 1o'ths
Tabrashe© o o U
Onetbing that inchned e to aWillingne[s
10 put it into’ your Flonowrs hamds, toas the |
VJe God made it of tv nty own Séul sm the re-
view of ity for K can- fay, I found God -
teaching imy Fears by if, and giving me fome
Experiense of that in the Tranferibing,which.
Lay -only in the Dootion in delivering : which
wade me cry aur, What yare Chriftians -
would Minifters be, could we basihe--
lieve 4lt, we Pray,- and experionve-gK:we
Pypath.” ' o TR R
"o, MaDAm, if the Heart of oe Chri- -
Jhan anfwers another’s (Cas the Wife-man
averrsit doth, Prov. 27.19.) who lnows bue
God ‘may blefs this plain Sexrkan into a grea---
rer Sugcefs, ?cm your Soul than it batls bad
wpon hsine: F kot God bath giveh yarr Ho-
nery a teashable Hears, and-a Love to his
: N R ?VW\&;
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Word ; and. !vhz:ﬁ;«ter Mercy ? For where
theve 15 a teag Hewrt, there God. will -
Jeq) Inftrution 5. and where there is a love to
the Word, there the Soul will bear Inflruéson.
The Lord (whofe Prerogative it 15 to teach
the Hearts of the Children of Men) inffrutt

P
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PSALM cxxxi. 1

( The Latter- past-of the Verfe )

.._...IV[y Sl is even as a
Ianed Cbzld ‘ *

Hi;yf ofiom, in his Homily of

Eva elzcal Perfection, com-

mendm the Grace of Hi*

mility, faith, Hmmltty is the Founda-

tion of Chriftian Philofophy.. Indeed,

‘it is the Ornament of all' the Graces

of God’s Spirit : Grace is the Beauty

of the Sow/, and Hamtlt{y is the,

Beauty of f'rnrp
"Now 1
about to
the Saint
“as an Ex:
- Lord, my
gges Lfty

1 great n
for me, ¥

o — N




82 The Power of Grace, &c.
* . Butwhat was it that thus humbled
. Dewid’s Heart, and took him off
from doting upon the World’sGran-
deur, . and from delighting- himfelf
in prefent Epjoyments ? -
Why. God had, by the Power of
His Grace, .took his Heart off from’
allgghings here Below, by fhewing
hinY the Vanity and Emptinefs of
“them ; fo that he was wholly wgased
from them. So he faith, ver. 2. ¥
have bebaved. and quitted my f% a
& child that is weaned of his mother :
= My [onl is even a5 & weaned
child, = - T

- Doltr. That where the Grace of God
takes hol/d of the Soul, it makes it
as 4 weaned Child, r0al Worldly
things. L

“I. I the Difcuffing this Doifrine,
I fhall fhew you what it iy to,

- beas a Weaned Child, - -
‘ . S . "',\. b (",
"I shew you, That thewe s 2
.. - 8reat Refgmblance between a
i * Weaned




The Power of Grace, &e. 83 |

Weaned Child and a Graciows |
Sald

III Skew you, how Grace weans
the Heart from all Worldly
" things. .

1/f. What is 1t tobe as a Weaned
Child 2 .

.. This 1 fhall mwly, and
ﬁ)ew, both < Affirmatively.

" Negarively Fn'Pc and that in Two.
things. '

1. It is not to be without the
‘Comforts and Conteatments of the
World. Itis poffible to have Much
of the World and yet be weaned
from the World 250 had Davidhere;
he had Riches ‘in’ abundance, Ho.
adur in abundance, for he was ad-
vanced to the Throne, he was the
greatef’c Man ia the Kingdom, and

et. his Soul was-as a wesned Child.
Many may bave Little of the World,
"and yet their Hearts not wearned ; and
Ca Fa many

Pt .y



84 The Power of Grace, &e.

many may have Much of the World,
and yet be weaned from the World.

2. It is not to Slight and Under-
~ralue our Enjoyments ; for they are
a ‘real Mercy ; they are Gifts from
above, the noble Effeéts of the Bounty -
of Providence.

But Aﬁrmaiveb.

This being as a weaned Child, car-
~«ies Three things in-it. -
Content,

Humility, ‘
) Teachablenefs.

1ft. Content. To be as a weaned
Child, 1s to be Content in every
State, in every Condition. of Life.
Whatever you give a Child, it is
content, be the Bread whiter or
‘browner, be the Meat hot or cold,
“be the Cloaths finer or coarfer. So
ned Child, is to

‘Spirit..in- every

very. Providence.

m. r5§. 25’%%
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I (ball find favour in: the -eye of the
Ljo;;'d, i?wié bring.me again] : Iﬁ;t if
| he thus [ay, F have no delight in thee :
behold, here am I, let him dotome as
Jeemeth good to him. Sa had St.Paul,
Phil. 4. 11,.12. 1 have learned, in
whatfsever fiare 1 am, therewith to be
content, 1 lknow both how to be abafed,
and I know bow to abound : every where,
and in all things I am infiracted both
20 be full, and to be htaﬁr_y, both to
abonund, and to [uffer meed. A Con-
tented Spirit in every Condition of
Life, is a great Mercy. o

2dly. Tobe as aweaned Child, is to
be Humble. None {o humble as little
Clildren, they do not aim at or
afpire after great things : Therefore
our Lord Céhriff propounds them to
his own Difciples for terns of
Humility, Math, 8. 4. “he calls a”
lictle Chtld; and fets him in the mid(t
af his ‘Difciples, and tells them,
Whofoever [ball humble him[elf as this .
little child,, the: [ame [ball be greas in:
the kingom of heaven. B
F3 So__
-



86 The Power of Grace, &c.
So that to be as « weaned Child,
is to be of ax hamble and lowly Spirit.
So was David here : Lord, my heart
#5 not haughty ; I have behaved my feif

as a childthat #s weaned of his mother.
Oh, what an excellent Spirit is
- this ! Solomon tells us, Prov. 16. 19.
It is better to be of an humble [pirit with
the lowly, than to divide the [poil with
" #he prokd. And in Prov. 29. 23. he
fays, A man’s pride (ball bring him
lbow, but honour [ball upbold the bumble

in [pirit. , ,

3dly. To be as a weaned Child, is
to be Teachable. None fo Tra&able,
none fo Tcachable, as Chlldren.
1fa.29.8. Whom [ball he teach know-
ledge 2 and whowr [(ball he make to un-
derfland doclrine ? they that are wéaned
from the wpilk, and drawn from the
breafts.

To be a weaned Child, is to be
Teachahle : Naturally we are the moft’
Unteachable Creatures inthe World.
How will you Teach one that can
neither Ege, x,n)‘r‘.Hc:au'z nor Under-

—gitand ? "This
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"This is the very Cafe of every
natural Man. . L

1. He is blind and cannot fee, 2
Cor. 4. 4. The God of this World hath
blinded the Minds of them which be-
leve not,, left the Light of the glorious
Gofpel ajz‘ Chrift, who is the Image of
God, (bould(bine into them.

2. He is deaf and cannot . hear,
Pfal. 8. 3, 4. The Wicked are cftran-
ged fromthe Womb, they are like the
deaf Adder thas floppeth her Ear.

3. He is fottifh and foolifh, and

cannot Underftand, Romans 3. 11.

- There is none that underfFandeth, there
is mome that fecketh after God,

And therefore a teachable frame
of Spirit is a fpecial Mercy of God,
it is one of the great Bleffings of
the New Covenant. They (ball all be
, gaufht of God, John 6. 45. and they

[ball all know me fram the leaft to'the

reateff, Jeremy 31.34.

gressefts ] P33

hd L



88 The Power of Grace, &e.
An unteachable Heart is a great
Judgment. This was Pharaok’s Jg:ag- _
ment ; no Councel, no Meflage, no
Reproof, no Warning, no Plague
‘could foften him. When the Lord
defigns to bring Judgement upon a
Soul, then he gives it up to an un-
teachable frame, Ifaizh 6. 9, 10, 11,
12. V. . Go tellthis People, hear ye in-
deed but underffand not , and fee ye in-
deed, but perceive not, ver. ro. make the
Fearts of this People flat, and make their
Ears heavy, and [but their Eyes, l;ﬂ they
fée with their Eyes, and bear with thesr
Ears, and underfand with their Heart,
and convert, and be healed.
. v. 11 Thenfaid 1, Lord how long?
and be anfwered, Until she City be waft-
ed without Inhabitant, and the Honfes
withoyt Man, and the Land be utter-
by defolate, o -
12, And the Lord have removed
Men far away, and there be a great
Sor[aking in the mz’t{l of the Land.

And when the Lord intends good
to a Soul, he gives a tra&able Teach-
able frauie of Spirit ; a feeing Epe,

an



T be Power of Grace, &e. 89
an hearing Eer, an underflanding
Heart, R

Thus you fee, what it is to be as_
aweaned Child. o -

To be content, to be humble, to
be teachable. :

2. T will fhew youthat thereis @
great Refemblance between a weaned
Child and a gracious Soul, o

You may confider a weaned Child
Three ways. ' '~

1. Inregard to its Infirmities.
2. Inregard to its manner of wean-
ing itiie

;. In regard to its Difpofition.

1ft. In regard to its Infirmitys;
What is weaker than a' weaned Child?
What Creature more helplefs, more
feeble? R
~ It cannot feed it felf,
It cannot defend it felf,
It cannot govern it felf.

5 It
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1. It cannot feed it felf. If it
be not fuckled, it muft be fed: ifit
hath not the Breaft, it muft have
the Spoon: it cannot feed it felf
without the hand of the Mother or
Nurfe.

It is the fame, in a fpiritual fenfe,
with the gricious Soul; if it be
weaned, yet it muft be fed; Ifitbe .
weaned from the Earth, it muft ba
fed from Heaven; if it be weaned
from the Creatures, it muft be nou-
rifhed from. the Promifes.

Every Believer depends upon God
for feeding, yea, for matural Bread;
and therefore we pray, Give us this |
day oar daily bread, Matth, 6. 11.
Much more do we depend upon
God for fpiritual fupports, for Soul
refrethments: for it is he that fills
$b¢ bungry with good things, Luk.1.53.

There are three things which are
the peculiar Privileges of Believers :

- Tobe Born of Gads ..,
* 'To be Taught of God.
- To be Fed of God.
. ‘They
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"Fhey arc bern of God by the
ot of o by the Procepts of
angbt of God the Precepts o
the \Vgord. ' Y * .
- Fed of God by the Promifes of the
Word. , R |

- 2dly. A weaned Child cannot des
Jend it felf. The fecurity of an In«
fant lies in the Caro of-the Parent.
Though the Breaft doth not feed it,
}/et the Arms muft g\iard it: It is
iable to many Harms: Setit down,
and leave it alone, and what will
become of it ? It falls into the Fire,
or into the Water ; into one Mif-
chief or another., : o
It is fo with a Child of God ; he
cannot preferve himfelf, no not a
moment: the greateft meafure of
Grace attainable will not do'it. If
God fhould. fet up a Believer with
a ftock of Grace, and then leave
him to trade for himfelf, how quick-
ly would he prove Bankrupt, and
break and perith! - = -

Al
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Ales! Grace is a mutable thing:
though it fhall never perifb, yet in
its own nature it is persfhable. 1 have
- three Witneffes to prove it. o

1ff. That which is fubjet to de-
cay in part, is fubje&t to decay in
wKole : But Grace is fubje& to decay
inpart. Revel, 2.'4, 5.. I have [ome-
what againft thee, becanfe thou haft lefr
thy firft love: Remember therefore froms
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and
do thy firft works. 1id not the Church
of Epbefus decay in Grace here 2
And in Revel. 3. 2. Be watchful, and
Sfirengthem the things which remain,
that are ready to die. Is not here a
fad Decay of Grace?

24ly. Whatever is a Creature, may
perith. Now Graee is a Creature
of God, as all other things are; it
is indeed the nobleft and beft of
Creatures ; yet it is but a Creature:
and all Creatures have a principle
of perifhing in them ; and therefore
' Gizﬁce,,cgn idered in it felf, may. pe-

rifh, g .

3dly.
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3dh. If ever Grace did perifh,
then it may perifh. But there was
a time when Grace did perifh. Did
not the Angels that fell, lofe their
Grace? Did not Adam, in Paradife,
lofe his? Thefe had trueGrace, and
yet they fell from it.

By the fame Reafon that a Belic-
ver falls gradually. when God with-
draws himfelf, by the fame Reafon
he would fall ﬁna-lé{f if God fhould
leave him to himfelf. |

It is not from any thing i» us
that we ftand and are ‘greferved,-
but from withost us ; yea, from above
us; ‘even from the Power of God:
So faiththe Apoftle, 1 Pes. 1.5. We
are keps by the power of God, through
faithy to. falvation.. It isy you fee,
Grace held o us, that capfeth Grace
to hald out i us . .Faith lays hold

~on God’s:Power: to-be kept, and we
are kept by the Power of God,
through Faith. . - . L
- A Chriftian hath the, Stream. of
Grace flowing i hims; but. God is
the Spring of Gxace.cves flowing for
. ' ’ him, P
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Tim, and overfowing 7o him: And
if. the Spring fhould be fhut up, the
Stream would foon fail. A4 my
Jprings are in thee, Plal. 87, 7. .
. It 1s renewing Grace that chan.
%&s ‘i's, or elfe v(v;e had lxlt:vir'ﬁood:
t 1s fupporting Grace that keepsus,
or elfepwe' ha%l quickly fell. ~This
Davéd averreth in the 66th Pfabm,
Ferfe . He holdeth our fouls in life,
snd fafferetls not okr fect to be moved.
Confider but two things, aad
ou will fay, icisimpoffible a Be-
ﬁzver can preferve himfelf.
. 1f. 'The Power of mdwelling
Leoft and Corzuption. Thére is not
only much of ‘the Prefeace of Sifiin
every Believer, but much of the
Power of Sin alfo. . SR

! 'Chough where Grace is w’rougﬁt,

there the Power of Sin is. much a-
bated ;. yet. it is not utterly. remo-
~ ved: though the reigning Power be
deftroyed, - yet Sid hath. a raging
Poiwer {till; and this; too: teo' often
captyvates. the:beft of Saiats: q Paat

him-
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himfelf will find it, notwithftand-
g all his Grace. See Rom.7.21,23.

1 find then & law, that when [ wonld
do good, evil is pre/:"nt with me.

- 1 Jet another low in my members”

warring sgasnft the law of ‘my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the
Liw of {in which ¢s.in my members.

- Now if {0 holy a Saint of God is
Paul was, complains thus; what
Complaints may we make, whofe
Corruptions are many and ftrong,
and whofe Grage is little and weak ?

Suppofe ‘you fhould put a fpark
of Fire into the Sea; would it ek
quickly be- qeenched ? Why -ous
%race is but like a fpark of Fire in
the midtt of a Sea of Corsuption,
and therefore would quiekly be
- quenched if God did not preferve
caliye. - o

2dly, Confider the Fregaemsy and
Strength of Tembptation. “The gréat-
ef} ‘degree of Grateé Will give us no
immunity -from - Temptation ; for
ihe Lord Jefios Chrift had po fin,

and

-
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and yet was affauited by Satan ; and
therefore the Servant muft not look
to be above his Lord. '

Satan’s great Defign isto Deftroy
the believers Grace; yea, and he
would do it, if the Lord fhould not

- hold him in, and hold us up.
. There is a great,Strength in eve-
ry Temptation. , '

Partly as being managed by fo
Potent, and Subtle an Enemy.

Partly as being fuited to our re-
maining Corruptions. Tho’ when
the Deyil came to Chrift, hefound
no Sin in him, nothing for Tem-
tation to Work upon ; yet when he

. comes to Chriftians, he finds much
in them. Much Pride, much World-
ly Love, much Luft, much Car-
nal Concupifcence, much Unbelief,
much Deadnefs of Heart, much Un-
profitablenefs, . and this i§ the
Matter he Wotks upon, \
. - When Satan furrounds us without,
sin is Ready. to furprize us within : |
When Satan befets us, Sin is read
to betray us; and therefore if che

P - v : Lord '

\
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Lord put not underneath his ever- -
- lafting Arms, we cannet- ftand.

So that you fee the gracious Soul
" is unable, like the weaned Child, to
defend it {elf. The Lord is his defence,

Ya, 45, .

3dly. A weaned Child is not able to
govern it felf: it is deftitute both
of Strength and Wifdom.

And %),it’ is with every Beliéver:
he is not able to direct his own A-
&ions; he cannot govern his own
'Thoughts; he hath not the leaft
Self-fufficiency. So fays Agur of
bimfelf, Prov. 30. 2, 3. Sarely 1 am
more brutifb than any Man, and have .
not the axnderffanding of 4 Man,

And therefore David feeing this,
betakes himfelf: to the Lord for
Counfel and Guidance, Pfa/. 31. 3.
For thy name-fake lesd me and guide
‘me. And God promifes tp, guide
them, Ifa. 42. 16. I will bring - the
blind by 4 way- they kmow -rioty I will -
lead them in paths ibut they have not
known, I will pake darknefs light be

| G (Jore
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Jore them | and crooked ihings firait :
Thefe things will 1 do, and not forfake
shem.

Now there are two ways efpeci-
ally whereby the Lord doth direct
and guide his People: E

- 1/f. By the Coun{ls of his Word,
Pfatm 73. 22, 23, 24.

So foolilb was 1, and igmorant , 1
was as & Beaft before thee, Ver. 22,

Neverthele[s, I am continually with
hee, thou haft bolden me withmy right-
band, Ver. 23.

Thou [halt- guide me-by thy counfel,
and  aftermard receive me to  glory.
Ver. 24. ' - o

The Word of God is the beft
Counféllor; and therefore Duvid
betakes himfelf to it for Gujdance
and Direttion, Pfal. 119. 24. Thy
Teftimonies are my delight and my coun-
felors. In the Hebrew it is, The Men
of my counfel. -

Devid wasa King; and therefore,
no doubt, had the wifeft Men of
the Nation to be of his Council:

" We
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We read of Hufbei, and others, Men
of great Parts and Prudence, that
were his Council : but yet he heark
ned more to the Word of God than
to all his Counfel befides. Thy Srae
tutes. are my Counfellors, R
- We thould follow the Counfels of
the Word in all things, and make
it the Guide of our Way: fo good
David did: Thy Word is 4 light to
my fect, and a:lampiio my parbs, Plal,
119.v05. For, -~ o .o

1f. It is the fafeft Counfel: We
may, and too often do,. err in fol-
lowing the Counfels of others i for
‘Man’s Wifdom is fhort-fighteds .the
blind lead the blind, and both fall swro
the dizch. But we cam never err nor
mifcarry in following-the Coundels
of the Scripture. Solomon:fays, Prov.
2. 10, 11. When Wildom entereth. in-
to thine heart, and Kpowledge 4 pleas
Jant anso thy foul, Diferetion [bakl pre-
ferve thee , Underflanding fboak keep
thee. And f{peaking' of the -Com-
mandment in the 6th Chapter, fays
o G 2 he,
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he, Ver. 21, 22, 23. Bind it upon
thy beart, and when thou goeft it [ball
lead thee, when thou fleepeft it [ball
-h? thee, and when thou. awakeft it [bakl
talk with thee. For the Commandment
és a lamp, and the Law ds light, and
Reproofs, of Infiruition re the way of
lfe. -

. adly. Tt is the moft profiable Coun-
Jed: Tt fteads the Soul in all Con-
cerns of Life: yea, the Happinefs
and Salvation of the Soul is the fure
iflic of following the Counfels of
the Word. - See what an Account
David gives of the Word in Pfalm
9. from the 7th to the 11th Verfe.
T'he law of the Lord és perfeit, conver-
ting the foul. Ver.7. -

» The Statutes of tZe Lord are righe,
rejoycing the heart : the Commandment
of the Lord is pare, inlighining the
eyes. Ver.8.

. The Fear of the Lord is clean, en-
during for ever ; the Jadgments of the
Lord are trae, and righteons alsogether.

Ver. 9. ,
. : Wl:
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- More to be defired are they than Gold,
e, than much fine Gold ; ]?eet” alfo:
than Honey, and the Honey-comb.
Ver. 10. '
Moreover, by them is thy Servant
warned ; and in keeping of them there
i great reward. s
O what a Mercy it is to be un-
gegd t'he Guidance of the Word of

2dly. God guides his People b
the C!ounfels of his Spirit. 3?9/9'. I6y.
13. When the [pirit of Trath is come,
be will guide yox into all trath. :

The spirit of the Lord is called
a Spiri¢ of Counfel. Ha.11.2.

How happy is the Condition of
God’s People, that have the Word
and the Spirit to guide them!.The:
Word without the Spirit canaot,
‘the Spirit without the Word wilt
not, guideus. The Word is a Light
without us, the Spirit i1s a Light
within vs: The Word propounds.
the Way to walk in, the Spirit en--
ables the Soul to walk in that Way.

‘ ‘G 3 Blefled
. -
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Bleffed are they whom God thus
uides. ' ~ ,
Thus I have fhewed you how the
ftate of a Believer refembles that of
a“weaned Child, in regard of its In.
firmities. o

II. There is a Refemblance al-
fo in regard tc its Manner of Wean-
ing; and that in three particular
Circumftances. :

1/£. Many when they wean a Child
from the Breaft, will rub #ormwood, J
or fome bitter and unpleafant thing,
upon-the Pap, to create a loathing
in the Child to that it was {o fond
of before : and fo the Bitternefs of
the Tafte makes the Child forfake
the Breaft. \

Now i1n this the Soul of a Belie-
ver is as a weaned Child. 'The Breaft
of the Creature is that which patu-
rally Man lies at; for natural Man
fetches all ‘his Comfort from fenfu-
al things, and favours only earthly
_things. :

Now,
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- Now, when the Lord defigns to
Wwork Grace in the Heart, and re-
deem a Soul to himfelf,. he ever
weans ‘it firl from the World.
Pfal, 45. 10, 11. Hearken (O Daugh-
ver) and confider, and incline thine ear
Sorget alfo ihine own People, and thy
Futher’s Houfe : (o [ball the King great-
&y defire thy Beauty. | |
Now, the Difficulty of Conver-
fion lies here, in taking the Heart
from the Creature, and placing it
upon God : for in the Fall we tur-
ned from God to the Creature, and
-1y Converfion-work the Heart is
turped from the Creature to God
again. o _— .
- Now becaufe (1 fay) this is
difficult, for the Creature is foth to
leave the Breaft of carnal Enjoy-
ments where it hath fucked in {uch
fenfual Delights fo long : Therefore
the Lord, when he would wean the
Soul from. things below, he rubs
Wermwood upon the Breafts of all
our Comforts, and imbitters all our
Enjoyments ; fo that. thouglr we
G 4- feek .
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feck for Satxsfa&mn, yet we fhall
find none. -
This was the way of God’s deal-
ing with the Prodigal Son. 'The Pa-
rable of the Prodigal is to reprefent
to us the State of evcry Natural
Man. -
- Now it is fald Luke 15. 14. that
" when he had [pent all | there arofe s
Famine in the Land and thisbr ought
him Home to his Pather s houfe Ver.
the 20th. . -
© God is never better to us than
whea the Creature is moft bitter
to us: He famifbes all the Gods of the
Earth , that Men may be brough to
worjbzp him, Zeph. 2. 11. .

Thas God dealt with Jfreel, Hof
2. 6,7. Iwill hedge up thy way with
thorns, that [be (ball not ﬁnd her atly:
And what then? Then fball fbe [ 2y, I
will go and veturn to my firft Hasband,:
for then was it-bester with me than

0w,
‘God hath two Hedges whxch the
Scri xpture takes notice bf

' Thc
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The Hedge of his Proteition, that
you read of Job 1. 10. Hast not thou
made an Hedge about him, and about
bis Houfe , and about all that be hath.
onew;ng_de?« .- L

The Hedge of Affliction, that you.
read of here : I will hedge up her way
with thorns. . :

Now the Lord makes great ufe.
of both thefe Hedges.

The _Hedie of God’s Protection,
that is to keep his People from
Danger. : .
~ The Hedgs of Affliction, that is to
ftop them that wander.. - .

The Hedge of Proseition is to keep-
them in God’s way. o

The Hedge of Affliction is tq keep
them out of Sin’s way.-, T
. The Hedge of Prosetion: isito keep
them from Suffering. - = .
 "The Hedge of Afffiction is to keep.
them from Sinning, and to putthem:
upon returhing. S
_ So it, was with Ifrael here; when,
God had hedged up her way, that,
fhe could pot find her Paths, nor
T Gy Qvers
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overtake ker Lovers, then fhe -cries
out, I will return to my fir¢ Husband,
for then it was* better with me than
now.” " .

ft is a great mercy for, God to
weana Soul from the World; for it
never {uffers greater Lofs than when
it forfakes God to live upon the
Creature: This is to regard lying
Vanity, and fo forfake our own
Mercies, as the Prophet exprefleth
it, Sonah 2. 8. * It is going out of
God’s Blefling into the warm Sun,
(as our Proverb hath it) forfaking
the living Fountain, to quench our
‘Thirft from a broken Ciftern, Fer.
2. 13. : : -

.By our Excefles in Creature-En-
joyments, Realon ' is comménly
drowned in- Serife, and Judgmeént.
extinguifhed in Appetite. “The ex-
ceflive Tetting out our felves to fen-
fual Fruitions, is-both a Sin and a
Punifbment; while thereby we lefe:
both God, and the Credture, and
our felves, at once. o

Now,
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" Now, when the Lord ‘weans a
Soul from the World, he doth im-
-bitter the World to the Creature ;
either by fome Afflittion, or - by
fome Difappointment in the Crea-
ture, which makes the Soul look
out for more pure and lafting Sa-
tisfaGions in Chrift.

In a time of outward Profperi-
ties, we are all Martha’s Children,
carried away too much with the:
World; but when God imbitters. -
our Cup, then, with Mary, we look.
more after the one thing neceflary,.
and mind the chufing the better
part. ‘
- 8o long as we are full of the
World, the Lord Chrift can find’
mo room in: our. Hearts.: prefent
Comforts have gotten Paoffeflion, and.
thruft him.om... » ~ .. "

As it was whea he was borm,
there was no Room for him in the -
Inn. that was taken up with other.
Guefts| ~therefore Chrift mult be.
laid in:.the Manger, in an. Outs

room.. .
Fruly,
; - i~
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Truly, thus it fares with the
Lord Jefus Chrift in ‘the World
ftill : the moft of us lay him-in the
Manger, in an Out-room to this ve-
ry Day. _

Pray deal plainly with God and
your own Souls, and tell'me, What
Entertainment do you give to the
Lord Jefus when he comes to your
Souls in an Ordinance, and offers
to make his Abode with you, for
fo he doth: Revel. 3. 20. Behold I
fland at the door and knmock ; if any

Man open to me, 1 will come in and.

Jap with him, and he with me.

"~ Now, how do you treat the'bl'ef-f

fed Jefus? Where do yau lay him?
in the Inn, or in the Out-room? I

mean thus: Do'ye receive him into-

your Hearts and AffeGions? or,

"Do ye take him only. into. the Qut-.

room of an empty Profeflion?

Truly, a lifelefs, gracelefs Pro-'
feffion of Chrift, is-only a laying’

him-in the Out-houfe ; .buta ﬂ!:gnty ;
:Clion

embracisg of, and a holy A

o 80i
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to Chrift, this is taking him into
the Inn. .

Now when God, by any Provi.
dence, doth imbitter the Creature -
to us, then this makes us remove
Chrift out of the Manger into the
Inn; out of a lifelefs Profeffion in-
to our Hearts and Affeftions.

2dly. When a Child is weaned,
the Nurfe is many times hid, or
put away, or removed, that the
fight of her may not make the Child
to cry for the Breaft.. o
. 8o the Lord many times ftrips a
Man of the World, takesfrom him -
his Enjoyments, all his Comforts,
meerly to wean his Heart from the -
World. - , A
3dly. When a Child is weaned,
the nature and kind of its Food is
changed ; he is fed .with ftronger
Meat, ! . T o
Now i this a$fb the:Refemblance - .
holds: the Soul of a Behisver is as
‘a weaned Child: He hath .ano]gi:g
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kind of Subfifténce, and lives upon
other kind of Comforts than he did

before. -
As Chrift fays, I have Meat to eat

which ye know xot of, John 4.32. fo
hath every Believer Comforts to
live upon which the World knows
nothing of: A Stranger doth nos ir-
termeddle with his joy, Prov. 14. 1o.
As, e o
152. He hath the Comforts of the
Promifes : When God brings a Soul
into a ftate of Grace, hebrings him
. foom livin sulgo_n the Creatures, to
live upon 't%e romifes.. . And which
is beft, think ye, to live upon the
Creature, or to live upon the Pro-t
mife ? . ST
The Creature dies; the Promife
lives, B PE A
. The Creature is. Yea and Nay; the.
Promife is Tea.and dmen.
The Creature is deceitful ;. the.
.Promife is fufeand fawhfoli v~
The Creature feeds: but Senfe ;-
the Promife fills:the Seul.. .. ..
‘ ) The

[
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The Creature is but a fcanty
Good ; the Promife travails with all
Good. ‘

He that lives upon the Promife.

lives by Faith ;, and the Life of Faith
is the only Life in the World.

1% It is the only fafe and fecure
Life. As the weak Jvy fecures it
felf by twifting about the greas Oak
{o the weak Chriftian fecures himfelf
by cleaving to the great God. His
place of Defence fhall be the muni-
tion of Rocks; Bread fball be given

"bins , his Waters [ball. be fure. Haiah-

33. 16, Co
The Life of Senfe is full of Dif-

appointments, kke & decestful Brook.
ob 6. 15. o -

Sifera runs to Fael to fave him,
and fhe deftroys him: he lays his’

Head in her Lap, and fhe nails it
to the ground. Faudges 4. 21.

2dly. It is the onfy' guier Lde,’

"The Life of Senfe is full of diftract-
ing Cares 'and Vexations: the Soul

-
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is never quiet till it draws off from
Senfe to live by Faith; till it cries
out with David, Return to thy reft,
O my Soul. Pfal. 116. 7. '

The Philofopher tglls us, If we
‘eould live in the Upper Region,
there we fhould enjoy a perpetual
Calm: there” are no. Storms, no
Winds, no Tempefts; thefeare on-
ly* found-in  this Lower - Region:
Nearer the Sun it is not fo.

Senfe is as the Lower Region,.
where there is. nothimg but Storms,
and Shakings, and Vexations. Could
we, by Faith, live in the Upper
Region, and have the Moon. under
our feet; could we live above the
World, by Faith in God,. reftin

“in the Lord Jefus Chrift ; we {hould
enjoy a perpetual Calm there. In |
me ye flall have Peace, John 16. 33.

3dly. It is the only faeet and-com- |
fortable Life. The Life of Senfe,
like a fmeaking Chimney, caufes |
many a wet ‘eye: When we live by |
Faith, then the. Fire burns. clear;
' but
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but when we live by Senfe, then
the Chimney fmoaks. - -

Is it not a fweet Life, to fetch all
our Waters from the Fountain?
‘Thus Faith doth. - Senfe drinks out
of the muddy Chanel, but Faith
goes to the Well-head. Al my Springs
are in thee, Plalm 87. 7. ,

Is it not a comfortable Life to be
fixed amongft all the Changes and
Mutations that are in the World ?
Why Faith fixes the Soul upon
God, and in that Fixation it is {afe.
He (ball not be afraid of evil-tidings,
his heart is fixed srafting in the Lord,
Pl 1127, ~
- TIs it-not a comfortable Life to live
free from all Burdens in the World ?
g'hefc are but two forts of Bur-

ens; : .

"The Burden of Sin and Guilt.
The Burden of Care and Trouble.

Now Fuith takes off both thefe,
and frees the Soul from one and the
other. _ ©
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It takes off the Burden of Guik,
by refting upon Chrift and his Righ.
teoufnefs. - . |
And it takes off the Burden of |
Care and Trouble, by refting upon
God and his Providence. o
 Ah (my beloved) there is no com- |
fort to be compared to the comfort
of believing; no Life to be compared
to the Life of Faith, We may talk of
Comfort,.but till we come to live by
Faith we fhall never tafte of Comfort,

4. 1t is the only Chriftian Life.
Sen/{ makes a Beaft, Resfon makesa
Wian, but Fiih makes a-Chriftian,
~We are no farther Chriftians, than

as we can live upon Chrift in all

Conditions.

: .
- shy. It is the only hopourable Life.
The World’s Honour is but an ima-
ginary thing, a meer Bubble com-
pared with the Honour that Faith

leads the Soul into.
Is it not an Honour to have the
King’s Ear at pleafure, without tra-
' cing




The Power of Grace, &c. 1 A1b5" |

cing the tedious Climax of Court-
accefles, as Strangers muft?

Why the Believer (as I may
{peak it with Reverence) hath the
Command of God’s Ear. Concern.
img the work of my bands, command ye
we, Ifa. 45.11. '

Is it not an Honour to be of the
Blood-royal, ‘to be born of God ?
We are very apt to value our felves
upon the Noblegefs of our Defcent
and Birth. =~ _

‘Why the Believer is born of God.
Yobs 1. 11, v2. They are of the Blood-
royai, of ive Ofifering of God .

Is it not an Honour to live with
God? Why Believers live with God,
and walk with God, and have Fel-
lowlhip with God here; and fhall
have an eternal Fellowfhip with
God in Heaven hereafter. Such bo-
nour have all his Saints.

6. It is the only leffing Life.
The Stability of all forts ofg Lives,
is according to their Principles and
Caufes. The Life which depends

upon ‘
p’\
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- upon a failing Caufe is a fading Life;
and the Life which depends upon a
conftant Caufe is an abiding Life.
Now the Life of Faith proceeds

from a living Principle ; the Grounds

of it are in God, and Chrift, and
the Promife, and no Change reach-
‘es to thefe.

Our Comforts may change, but

Chrift never changes; Yefferday, and
to dgy, and the [ame for ever, Heb.
13. 8.
The Creature may change, but
God changes not: I ams the Lord shas
shanges not, Malk: 3. 6. r

The Promifes are unchangable:
not yea and nay, but yes snd Amen
in Chrift, 2 Cor. 1. 20.

Now Faith muft needs be a laft-
ing Life, that hath fuch lafting
Grounds and Principles. -

The Life of Senfe is a fading de-
caying Life, it lives upon fading Ob-
jects: a Man hath Friends and de-
lightful Relations, and thefe chear
and. refrefh his Spirits ; but anon
they die, and drop into the Duft,

and
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-and then his Spirits fink : they go
down to the Pit, and his Heart
breaks for want of Comfort. -

But the Soul that lives by Faith
can never be at a lofs.

What can he lack who hath him
who is «/? And what can he lofe
who hath him who knows no change
at all? '

"The Mariner, when he puts forth
to Sea, quickly lofes a fight of Land;
but though he fails never fo far, yet
he never lofes a fight of Heaven.

Thus the Soul of a Believer is as
a weaned Child in this fenfe alfo: it
lives upon other kind of Coniforts
than it did before, viz. the Com-~
forts .of the Promifes. '

2. I might add, That the Belie-
ver lives upon the Comforts of the
Ordinances. I fat under his (hadow.
withy great delight, and his Fruit was.
[weet o my taffe, Cantic. 2. 3.

3. He lives u;;on the Comfort of
Experiences : Pfaim 74. 14 Thou
: breakest
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breakest the heads of Leviathan iy
preces, and gaveft him to be Meat to
the People inbabsting the Wildermjfcf |
Leviathan here, is meant of Phs-
raoh and all his Hoft: When God
drowned him and all the Hoft of
the Egyptians:in the Red Seas, then
he brake Leviathan’s Head : And
God is faid to give him to be Meat -
to his People in the Wildernefs, in
that the Experience they had had
at the Red Sea, of the wonderful
Care and miraculous Doings of God
for them and their Deliverance, was
intended to be Food for their Faith,
that by this Experience they might
learn 1o live upon God in Wilder-
nefs-ftraits. : '

" 4. He lives upon the Comfort of
_the Divine Prefence.. Thou fbalt make
me glad with the light of thy colnte-
mance, D
This. is the Food that the weaned
Soul hath to feed on, |

Pro=
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o Promg/és
Ordinances.
Experiences,
T/ye divine Pnﬁ’me. :

t

3dly. There is a Refemﬁlance be-

tween a weaned Chitd and a Believer, -

in regard of its Dxfpoﬁnon and Af-
fe&wn o
As, for inftance: '
"Take a weaned Child, and lay it

to the fulleft and faireft B1eaﬁ and .

it will fuck no more; it turns from
it, and loaths it as much as hereto-
fore it loved and delighted in it. -
- Now in this the gractous Heart
is as the weaned Child : The fulleft
Breaft of Creature-comforts and fen-
fual Delights cannot allure is: and
why ? Becaufe it Tath cliofen God
for 'its chicfeft good, and therefore
cannot be better. Whom have 1 in

Heaven bus_thee? " And there 3. nome

azx Barth: 1 deﬁn m compargﬁm of

e Pfal 73, 25,
The
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The Soul fees a greater beauty in
God, than in all worldly Comforts;
it taftesa greater Sweetnefs in com-
munion with the Lord Chrift, than
in all worldly Friendfhips and Fel-
lowfhips. B
~ So did David;.and therefore he
cries out, Oe day in thy Courts is bes-
ter than 4 thoufand elfewhere, Plalm
"84. 10. So did Facub; and there-
fore tells his Brother, Gad hath dealt
gracionfly-with me, and I have enough.
Gen.33.11.  In the Hebrew itis, I
have all. He that hath an Intereft
in God, hath all; all that the Soul
can want, or the Heart can wifh.
No man Zafving drank this old Wine
defireth new, for be faith the old is bes-
ter; Luke 5. 39. .

| L I will fhew you briefly, how

il
Grace doth wean the Heart f¥<’)th all

worldly things. |
By.a threefold Efficiency. -
. 1ft. Grace fets up a Light in the

Soul, which di{covers the true Na-

ture of things: Evéry natural Man
S is
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o 2 gracelefs fidte id &
arknefs: Now in Dark-
‘anity, Emptinefs, Infuf-
nd Unfa™
ing$ to-th
i covc!‘ed
Lightint
1 as, Hohr.-... ae maam vm oo
Light the Soul i able
ﬁa Judgment:of things,
between {feen and un-
» between perithing and
@mforts, to difcern be~
gs that differ.  The fpirs-
sagettr: alt things, the Apos
' the firft Epiftle to the
metlnu:, chap 2. Ver. 15.

adl}. Grace hath a: farther Eﬁcx- '
‘upon the' Fleart, and ‘that is
this; It extingnifheth and removes
that out of the Soul which makes
the things:of .the: World to bé our
chief good.
~¢Fhere is.that inevéry. carnal Man
thit pmpoundl to.the Soul fome--
H ~ what

-
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what below God as its chief Good;
‘and that is, the fenfual Mind: and
by this the Wil is miflec
Affe&ions mifplaced; and:
is preferred; and:God lef

Now by a work of G
Heart, the fenfual Mind
guifhed, the Old-man is ‘put off,
that which faveurs oaly-the thmgs:
of the Flofh is abated and removed.

7 3dly. Grace elevateth the Soul a-
bove fenfual Objets, to live upon
more teal, more futable Comforts ;
to live upon God;:to- lay up-Trea-
fure in Heaven, to fetch its Refrefh-
ments from the Fountain of divine
“ Fullnefs : and how eafily is that
Soul ‘weaned ‘from all eawchly':En-
joyments, -that hath leatned ta fetch
all its Comforts from Heaven?: & |
-+, The. ArP L LCADIOR.} il 1

Deog et

Ufe r. . Shall . wei pow. mmpléve

this Doéirine to a ufe of, Tryal2s
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Shall we be ferious in this matter,
and <call our Hearts to a ftrict ac-
count what we do experience of the
Power of God upon our Souls in
weaning them from, things below ?
There is the greateft Redfon in
~the World that moves me to urge
this Ddty upon you. , For, - '

1. There is no greater Duty iri-
cumbent upon'a Chriftian, than fre-
qtllent Tryals of Self and State by
‘the meafure of prefent Truths. When
the Word of the Lord is fpoken,
and Truth difcoveied, then to brin
"it home to th¢ Heart, and try our
Spirits and Condition by it, this is
a great Duty. This is the-meaning
of that in the fecond Epiftle to the
Corinthians, chap- 13. ver. §. Exa
mmine your felves, whether ye be in the
Fuith; prove your own felves. Aund
that in Galatians 6. 3, 4. looks this
way: If any man thinks himfelf to
be, [omething when be i nothing he de-
cei@exfbimjéglf : Bur tle; every man pra;/;

-
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Vi own uork *and then fbalf he /.wue
rqojcmg m m jé{f alone,’ a;ed ok in
anol er } C .

,' zdf H@; ein’ doth the thaf
and Power of QOﬁlmefs forma
confift. It is npt What we profeg
outwardly,” but “what "we “are in-

wa(dly, that God looks at. - Rom.

g

reat meafures of Mortifiednefs, and
%Veane%;efs from wotldly. ¢hig 25 5
?’ t loo
verﬁtlons follow them into’ .the
‘World, and none piore camai ‘more
‘vain the.n they . ,

“3dly. We can never’ be able to
‘adjult’ our Claim to 'a Work of
Grace, unlefs we are able to fatisfy
cour felyes in .thxs point. . There js
“no ‘greater, no furer Evndence of a
. Work of ‘Grace in the Heart, than

.Weanednefs of Soul from prefent "

things. _ ]f

e # 43«; ufbtch “ oxe m- |
Many profefs njl‘dqh), prctend to

uan “thed in their Con-
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- 4. If we be not brought into shis
;’lvcane'd ftate by the Power of Grace
ere, we Thall be: fbut out of Heay
ven hereafter. . Will you hear what
our Lord. Chrift fays in-the cafe?
Then fee Matth. 18, 3, 4. Verily ex-
cept ye be converted, and become as lit-
: /: Childreny.ye [ball pot enser-into.the
anigdomﬂkf Heaven. Ner.3. - o
1\; xgeptye’&e:a;’{stverted} is thatall?
oy but . ye muft become ag Little
Chi dre‘z,"biri _Méeé?efs",' H?Jsr;\ilitx; -
Selfxdenial, Weanednefs. So fays
re-next Verfe ; Whofaever- (balt hum-
ble Bimfelf as this listle Child, the [wom
# greateSt in the Kingdom of "Heas
ven, : -
_ It is one-thing to be- converted,
it is another thing to become as lit-
tle Children, to be wrought-into a
childlike Difpofition. "This-is the.
true - Qualification, - the- proper Fit-
nefs, of the Soul for Glory : No
Weanednefs, no Bleffednefs. .
 Is there not then great Reafon
for-my urging yeu te this Sclfexay
mination? . ¢~ Let
H 3,
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Let us therefore to the Touch-
fione : that is not true Grace that
will not endure the Tryal. '

a weaned Child? Am 1 under the
Weanings of God, or am I not?

- Quef. Now you will fay, How
ma;Q, Iﬁknow‘ w};ledler my soul be
under the Weanjngs of God? whe-
thcr?' weaned from the World or
not? "

hy .you down fome Rules to” try
your felves by. .

- 1ff. To have heavenly Affe&ions
amidft earthly Pofleffions, this is a
fign of a weaned Heart. . ,

 2dfy. To reckon our Happinefs,
our Riches, rather from divine Fru-
ition than from any worldly Ac-
commodation, this is a fign of "an
Heart under the ‘Weanings of God.
e . " David

3

Puat the Queftion: Ts my Saul as |

f

Anfv. In Anfwer to this, I fhall
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David was a King, a great Man;
but he doth not reckon this his Hap~
pinefs; ‘no, but his Intereft in God.
Pfalm 16. 5,6, The Lord is the porti-
on of my Inheritance, and of my Cup,
thou maintaivest my Lot : And what
| then? The lines are fallew to me in
" pleafant Places, 1 have a goodly Heri-

rige;, . D 0 -

.- 3dyy. What do we moft defire;
moft hunger after ? This fhews
wheeher we are weaned or not.. |
‘The fucking Child cries for the
Breaft: whatever you offer.it, or
put into the hand, nothing can qui-
et it till it is laid to-the Breaft.
Now what is it that quiets our
Minds, that fatisfies our Defires
- fooneft ? If it be worldly Pleafures,
worldly Comforts, worldly Honors,,
drcci then our Hearts are not wea-
ned. S :

4thly. To bear worldly Evils,
worldly Troubles, worldly Lofles,
oy H a4 with
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with a holy Quietnefs and’ Satisfa-

&ion of Spirit; thisiis a fign 'of a
wurl}edbl;learﬁ. . ff:l,ébz'xé.guk‘;_‘f ; ook
jorfully the fpoiling of yoswr Goods , know-
%iéy )dur'@iiv:fthz ge have in Hew
ven 'a betrer apd ai ewduring Swb-
Panee, ¢ TNn
N N S U
stkly. To chufe Holinefs with
‘Afi&ion and Lofs, rather than Sin
with Pleafure and Préferment ;" this
is a'figrefia weaned Hearr.- Thus
did Mofes, Hels, 115045 95546, -

" Ver. 24, By Faith Mofes, whei by
was come to Tears, vefufed 10 be called
the Som of Pharal’s Daughier s i: -
Ver. 2. Chuflig rather ”_?»ﬁ;fér
Affliction’ with: she People of God, than
}o enjoy-the Pleafures of fin for 4 féa
on- . - v RPN o

Christ greater Riches than the Tyea
Jares ofg Egypt; for he bad refpect to
the Recompence of reward, - -

oV oL Y L

Lok "~ 'The

B

- Ver. 26; “Effseming - Reprosch for
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The Whore, in- Revel 17. 4. 1
faid to haveé & golden'Cup in ber lmxd
Jul of Abomipation, and Wine of her
Fornication : that s, full of abomi,
nable Doftripes ‘and adultergted,
Worfh:p, dmy4ng God’, Qxdmaa-,
ces, and b gmg into'the l}m'
Ordmanccs Q her ownm. [ .

Th;s her Cup is, full of ay, bun :
yet the Inhabiters of the: Barth are
faid (Wer.2.) to be made druskwith
the Wine of her Fornication.  How,
fo? Why meerly becaufe it comgs,
Quit: of -3 -goltlen Cup: the Whore
givey it in.a. Cup of ,Gold: it leads
tQ Hongurs and. Prefclmcntg an e
€hurch, and- in the., World ,.and,
therefore the Inbabiters of the Fagch

| cﬂ!m; he weanﬁdfrpm slus Cum (1

,675{9«. Ta be able by Falth to Q-ﬂ
vercomg:all the Smules and Browss
of the World ;. this m amshep figne.
of a weaned Heart. ISRIE N

Hyg - Nova
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'1 " Now cax}v‘ye do this?

* When the World fmiles upon us.
~g¥ith its Splendours, Honours, Rich-
es; Pleafures, Delights, and Glories;
can-we then look upon all thefe as
rnean and ab;e& things in compari-
fon of Chrift? Can we look through
all this to the Righteoufnefs of
. Chrift? as that noble Marquis (G- !
keacins Caracciola) did, Their Money
perilb with thews that count all the Gold
o the World worth one days Commau-
wion with Jefus Chrift. :
- Or, When the World frowns up-
on-us with Croffes, Loffes, Suffer-
iigs, Reproaches, &¢. Can we then
overcome it by laying afide carnat
Fear, by Patience ‘in Tribulation,
by looking upon AfBi&ions and Suf?
ferings for Chrift as our Honourand
Happinefs ; by eying the invifible
God in all, as Mofes did? Hebr. x1. -
87. He endared, as- fecing- him who
i invifible. ST e

U




The Power of Grace,&e. 13
Ufe 2. Are your Souls under the
Weanings of God? Then there isa:
double Duty incumbent‘upon you
from this Do&rine. o

Dauty 1. Blefs the Lotd, magnify’
the Riches of his Mercy, in calling
and taking your Hearts off from the
World. = o

It is faid in Genefis, Chap. 21.
Ver. 8. that the Child (fpeaking of
Ifaac) grew, and was weaned: and
Abrabam made a great Feaft the
fame Day that Ifaac was weased.
" It is not faid, that the Child was.
born, and Abraham made a Feaft:.
indeed that was net {o proper a
tim®, becaufe then the Mother was
n Weaknefs and Grief, @~
--Neor is it faid the Child was ¢ir-
ewmcifed, and Abraham made a Feaft:
nor was that fo proper a time, be--
caufe then the Child was fore and-
in Grief; but the Child was weaned;’
and Abrabam made a Feaft. This
feems the proper time, becaufe now:
- Father

B
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ﬁt};ner ,'l-]anct Mother shand‘ Child ,
might:-al] rejoyce together, - :.7"
. Thcre;was,y no-doubt, a Myfted
ry wrapt up in this. Feaft of abre-
bam : And what was that? Why
the Myftery is this... -~ .. ..
- Believers; who -are:the: Sced of
Abrabam, fhould rejoyce in the Lord
when the Soul is bécome fpiritual,
aod weaned from carnal Defires;
+.'To have the: World, -and yet. be
weaned. from the, World s to poffefs
it, and yet not be. poffeffed by it; -
this is a great Mercy. -
.- It :is an eafie matter t0. profefs
Weanedpefs from:the World, where
but digtle- of :the- Wiarld is-enjoyed ;
if is 3 common thing; for them that
are poor to declaim againft’ Righeg
¥ in
poms
ey
bagre
ys &
they
o,
hus.
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Thus it is ufual for’ the Poor to ens
vy the, Rich. ' :

But to live abbvc al] atmd{t the
émjoyment of all; this s the greateﬁ
Mercy i the World.

To fee no GreatbeSs in any thing
but:in the great: God, ‘no Beauty in
‘any thing but Hohnefs; no Glory in
dny thing, but Chrift; no Goodnefs
in any thing but- Rehgxon, ‘O what
a Mercy is this! How few can look
throughv-worldly Greatnefs to thig

- Profpect} and ‘therefore nor :many.
fmgl:ty, not mzj mble are calied &’cc
1 Lor 1. 26..

' t

Dm’j 2, Labour £o weau others
from the World ; as Chris:faid to
Peter, When. thou. art: comverted

ﬂrmgtben thy brethren, Luke 22. 33.
So when converting Grace hath.took
hold of thy. Heait, labour to cotivert
othérs: When the Lord hath fhew-
ed thee the Vanity of things below,
endeavour to lead others into this

Profpe& Is thy Soul Weaned? firive
o s, v that
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that others may be weaned. O what
Honour might you bring:to God
upon this account! . T

We preach of the Vanity and
Emptinefs of the World; but alas!
few believe our Report. - They fay
we know nothing of the Grandure,
Honour, and Glory of it .in aur
felves: God placed ms.below it, and
laid our Lot in a narrow compafs;
and therefore we envy it to thofe
who enjbg it, becaufe we want it.".

But when fuch whom God hath
advanced to Greatnefs in the World
* “fhall yet live above it, and. prefer
the Intereft of Religion, and the ho-
nouring of God, before-all: worldly
Grandure ; this will carry -a ftrong
Conviftion with it to the Con{cien-
ces of others. L

Therefore endeavour to be inftru-
mental to wean others, efpecially
Relations : Labour that they that
are near to us may not be far from
God ; and chiefly our Children,
whofe Souls God-will more imme-
diately require at our hands.
' ' The

-




The Power of Grace,&c. 133
The Lord hath gracioufly given
Xoar Homour a Child, a Son: you
have taken great care to wean ‘ﬁ’im’
from the Breaft, and the Lord hath
blefled your Care in it: And if
our Homour would be thoughtful
and prayerful about weaning him
from worldly Lufts, would not the
Lord blefs that Care tog? Y
A fecond Branch of-the Exhorta-
tion is to them who are not yét as
a ‘weaned 'Child, whofe Souls ‘are
not, as yet, taken off from prefent
_things. ~ ’
Is not this our Cafe? May we
not fear it is? For if we are wean-
ed from the World, why do we -
doat U‘an it? Why are we fo fond
of prefent things? Why do we con-
form fo much to the World, and
ftudy the Guif¢ and foolith Fathi-
ons of the World? . o
If we are weaned from theWorld,
why is eur Joy and Grief fo great,
and proportionated to prefent Com-
forts, or prefent Loffes?
' Surely
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Suégly tl;erefore \Ivie have. canfe
ugh to fear ous Hearts are not-
n;z under the. Weanjngs of God.

Iet me tell you this, -shat'i ic
i po?ble to be a true Believer, a
zg;@hn{’qu, and yet. not weaned

. 03 mpnetMgtobcbomofGod
as every Believer is; it is another
thing to havea weaned Heart: this
ch /Belieyex hath pot,; ...

h‘is Child 35,2 hvmg Chlld A'o

foon_as -it i born; but- it is mek
weaned from the Breaft tilt it hath
got Strength o live without it : and
“ therefore it is faid. of Haac (Genefis
21, 8.) that the ChitR orew, and was
weancd, Weaumg follows Growm
and Strength..

. S0 a Man is 4. Believer fo. foon as
b, is botn of God, o foen-as he i
wrought upon by Grace; but beis
not weaned-from the World butby |
a fuperadded St.rerwth and gl OWtb
, of Grat;c ) o

Truah |
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T riith 'of Qrdee’ ftfakes a ' Man a
Child -¢f God; but it’ is'Growth of
Gracé that makcs thc soul as a
weaned Child. -

- "Fhis Weaneé
in Converfiop,
time ofall Grac
fefted in-the g1
o s i of

1exd in' 'SCf; re d Q-
fold Redemption.” e f

One 'is 'a‘ Redethption;’ by the
‘Blood ‘ahd Death of Chri, from
Hell and Damnation:- T lxus dvery.
Believer js attually redeemed at his
firft Conyerfion.

“The othér is a- Retlem tion
the spirit: of Chrift frem' camal Aty
feGions: this follows Conwverfion.
In Revel. 14, 3 ye read of fome that
wete: fid t0°b Yedeawed from” the
Farth: They ﬁm & new Song, and ho
Moan could lear» that- Swg, but 1 the
hurdred and mef four: ﬁfoaﬁrzd wlmb
were’ redeeme fmm 158 Edrtb :

RS

Many
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- Many are redeemed from Hell
that are not yet redeemed from the

th; redeemed through Grace
rom Damnation,.that yet are not
redeem’d from 2 carnal Converfz-
ton. L .o .o
~ Well then, are we born of God, -
and yet not weaned from the Breaft
of worldly Comforts?
. Oh then.go away; and. beg of
Gog fotrm;his Mercy” Olf a w?ned |
Soul; that youmay no longer fetch
in.your Satisfattions and Comforts
ﬁom the Creature, but from God

_And laftly, Let us do that which
is-our Duty in order to Weanednefs
of Heart. . . . . .

1. Inuring our Souls to Wants
and Abatements: Whilft we fatiate
our felves, and furfeit our Spirits in
the Fullnefs and Exceffes of prefent
Enjoyments, wWe are not like to
learn this Leflon. Our way to put
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out the Fire, is by Subtralion of
Matter: Take away the Wood, and
:'hl?' Fire will die, and go out of it
e L]

2. Be much in mortifying carnal
Appetites and inordinate Defires;
and let this be our daily Work;
for the fooner it is done, the eafier
it is done: A Child is eafier wean-
ed at one Year old than at two
Affe&ions are not yet fo ftrong, nor
Cuftom fo prevailing. :

It is in like manner with the
Soul : the longer it lives upon the
Comforts of the Werld, and fetch-
es its Contentments from the Crea-
ture, the harder it will be to draw
off the Affe&ttons, and wean the
soul from them.

L4
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