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READER,

I MHE enfuing Sermons- are
o by a.Providence fomewhat
peculiar prefented to. thy
View. They were firlt Preached
at the Requeft of a Perfon of Qua-
lity, the Right Honourable the La-
e 0 Al dy



To the Reader.

dy Diana Verney, and afterwards
wrote out fair for ter Ufe and Be-
nefit, by the worthy Author him-
felf, as appears by his own Epiltles
Dedicatory aﬂ%z_qd; and lately (a-
mong a confufed heap of Papers)
fell_into_the hands of one who was
well apprized Of the Worth dnd
Value! of their Author, and there-
fore could not pafs them by unre-
garded with ?ﬂgbfa other Papers.
On perufing them, he found fuch
Imptefles. of the Spirit] @fid fiich
Vegigia of the Wit and Pdrts of him
whof¢ Name they bear, that fie con-
- cluded they were his genuine Off-
fpring, and that they might (tho’
preached on private Oceations, yet)
be of publick Ufe and Service; and
accordingly had though of Print-
_ing them ;- whereto .he conceived
‘him{elf warranted, {eeing they were
drawn up in Form, with Titles,
Author’s Name, and Dedications
annexed; as though they : wére, in-
tended for the'Prefs. But thisOwn-
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1o the Reader.

er of them though aceuainted with
the Stile, yet being ighorant of the
Hand-writing of the Author (and
knowing how eafie and common a
thing it is to invert the Senfe and
Meaning of a. Man, by the Igno-
rance or Careleffnefs of a Tranfcris
ber) was not. willing, on' farther:
Confideration, to ferve the Publick:
at the expence of the Reputatioa
of a Perfon he {o-much eiteemed,,
by publifhing thofe Sermians- for:
Originals, which, for oughr he knew,;
might be only :T an@ripes ;- anch
thus thofe Thoughts were; kida-;
fleep until farther Satisfaction in.thatr
matter could be obtained. At length:
the Pofleflor rof them.  proud. of
fuch. a Treafure ) providentialiy
{hewed: thém to- a -Friend. of hisy
who perfectly: koew: theiHand, andy
had by him feveral Letters and Pa-
pers of the Author’siHand-writing;;
which ‘comparing with thg Manusy
feript. sermons; ‘the  Hands iwere:
found exaltly to agree, to the Sas'
A 3 - wsfaltion
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. Togke Reader. .
tisfaltion of Both Parties; where.-
upon 'the Defign of Printing them
was reviv’d, and is now executed. -

- This- ( Reader ) is the Accoung,
of that. Providence which - has at-
tended thefe Sermons. They might
have fallen into the Hands of an
Boemy, who might have evilly
intreated them, by committing them
to the Plames, or otherwife. They
might have fallen nto the Hands
of one who knew not the Reve.-
rend Author, -and who might, on
thidt account, ignorantly have fligh-
wd them. The Perfon into whofe
Hands they did fall; might (whea
Be came at them)-have unwitting-

throwa 'them by withont: a-na-

¢, d3'he.-had done many of theic

- Companions before, -.And there-
fore that they have been thus pre:
ferved, is a :Ground to hope, that
God hath defign’d them for. fingu-
lar Ufe and Service. . - .» ' o o,

As



To the Reader.

As to the Reverend Author, to
expatiate on his Praifes were to hold
a Candle to light the Su»: His
‘Name and Memory is and will.be
precious to every ferious Chriftian ;

and if it were poffible thefe thould
fail, he has not only 4 Name in Hea-
wen, which {hall never be blotted.

-out, but alfo 4 Place there, whence
he fhall never be removed: And as
for the Sermons, they are of ageto -
fpeak for themfelves. It is enough
to fay of them, that they are the
genuine Iffue of the Reverend Mr,
Masthew Mead, {rom whom nothing
little, nothing mean, was wont to.
proceed. ' '

. As the Providence of God has
preferved them, fo may his Blef-
fing attend them and thee in thy
-reading of them.

A 4 Mapam,
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“To the Honoutable the Lady Drsh Varsy.
"Mapam, oo *

| Your Homowr
feript “of thas:
ermom i qum Command, at
fir 16 Preach,and fince 1o Wyite'
ot made a Duty. Tt 45 a‘grear
Tnterefi which your noble Fuvours,
bave urc_bafe'dy in all, I call mwme,
and thérefore’ Obedience t your
Commands berein 15 but a juft:
Debt 3 which 1 wa; the mfo{re‘
awthling to that [o youwr Ho--
wour %ugbtf ;?::ve a fis ‘&paftzm‘é-. :
-ty for a more leifurely. Contem=
plation of thofe things which your
Altention and. Affelions were [o
concerned in at the bearing. My,
Defign

E]
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Defign was, to call your Heart-
off “from_ the Pleafwitries o
'Seufe, and to be (1f God would
‘do'tne’ fo-gréat an’ Honowr ) an
inflrumental Redeesiet of ybur
preciows Soul ot of the band of !
prefent Contentmentsy which the
beft of us are too willingly, by
the firength of mifguded, Affe=
dHions, captivated to.” 1 T
. The World s 'too"lifftliq ’;zd '
too [lrast for our boundle[s Affe-
q‘i’iog‘ ; 't]aJ; Sml 25 too much c’q%— ‘
fined whilft Senfe terminates tts
Refpects, becanfe this Bed is too
Sbort for a Man to firetch bim-
Jelf upon 1, Ifa, 28. ao-j?ér;'gf{}? |
wmg Comforts to an immortal Soul
‘are as.unfintable as a fbort Bed
to a Man of a tall Stature, there
is little Eaf¢ or Reft in one or
o the



1be vther.”” Love “and Foy ave.
never rightly placed bur wpon.
Things above: As the Strength
of our Sorrozws fbould be beftow-
ed wpon our Sins,’' [o the Strength
of our Foys fbould be beftorved
upon Coraft. . I confefs I know
none who bave w fasrer Title to
Satusfaltion and Foy from an out-
award Condition than yyur Honour
bath, to whom God buih given
Jo noble an Extrad,fa bopeful a
Son,, [o fair an Bffate. Job 29.
a-.: 4, 6. The Candle of God
ines upon your Head, and-
the Secret of God is'upon your
Tabernacle : Your- fteps are
wafhed: inButter, and the
Rocks ﬁmﬁ you out Riversof
Oyl. Ruches;. Honour,, Beauty,
Parts, bave ait confpired to make
_ Lo ! Jor




you as ba @ tb& Arm of
[ucb Sfiuite elmtzes cando > yet,
Madam, the joy of a sze
written n Heaven tranfeends all
thefe ws, far as the Light of 4
Szm—éeam doth that of a Glow-
worm.. How bappy tberejbre
ss your Hopour, awho (1 am fully
per[waded ) bave as ood o Tule
to this Z )y as to-the ? ormer 5 for
fu{ely that God who hath fo fasrly
written bis Law in ’yam' Heart,
and bis Name o  your Forebead

bath alfg soristen yowy Name in
Heavm.‘ szcb";bat your Ho-

| étbe 0 Faztb
mw 95 2y the eye . f

read in the fazrtﬁ
Charader fw%zcb dowine Love can

makq, wthe bmrgy ?fayer ofy,

Mapim, Youg Honour s ofb
- humbly devoted Servan.t, s

Mmlmv Mead,
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LUKE X. 0.

.t .

Tn- this rejoice moty thar
the Sprrits are [ubject to you :
but rather rejoice, becaufe

- your Names are written
in Heaven, - A

IT s the Philbfopherr’s OPiﬂiOé?

" that. Joy (confidering the
fells '\vggch‘it aiccidegtgally pro-
4. duceth: within) doth 'more
harm inthe World than forrow and
fadnefs ; and they give this Reafon,
That Joy, naturally dilating the Spi-
rits brings the Mind to a loofe carri--
-age, an§ takes the Senfe of Weari-
nefs from about it: but fadnefs, con-
tralting the Spirits, keeps the Mind
within .the limits-of fobriety, and
brings it to ferious Thoughts. = And
the wife Man, in favour of this Opi-
nion, tells us in ]E;ulq/".'7.3. tg}at
| or-,



2 A Name in Heaven, &c.

Sorrow is better than bter, for b
 the fadnefiof the Comf»:;%e rhe ‘g’ear{‘
is made better, - .
But this feeris a grcat‘ Madox,
oy fhould hurt, and fadnefs do
d‘ that Sorrow fhould’ ‘Be better
rhhn La’ughtéf '\ Is Hell better than
Heagen ? dls ngt Hell a Plabq:t of. f%r-
row? And who is.m ter
it? a (? is not Heavégya ?lace o};“
Joy? ’ And who ismade worfe byic?
The End of all our Moptians and
Defiresis toavoid Sorrow Peérturha.
tion, and to attain Refkd d})chg
which is noghing elfe b the-Sabb
of ‘Biir Thoughts, dﬁ;l‘ that' fweet
Tranquility of Mind-which reftlts
from the Fruition of ‘that Go od

whereto otit Pefires; l]iave tateled us.

The greatE d’‘ef Re

of Grief and Sorrow.. Nay the great
~ End of the c%rmh g ‘of dur ‘'Lord,
Chrift was t6

Birth is -called by the' Angel ¢hait
' pub‘

lefs'the World: swich
‘Peace and Joy, and therefore his

igion istd'pro-
mote . and, flablith ‘the Joy of ‘the
Soul, fin.being the ] &oper parent:



A Name in Heaven, &e. 3
publifhied the Newsof it '(Lad'[lelée.' 10)
Tidings of great. joy to all Peaple,
he:*En'd’gof ?:Ffﬁoéjtrine was 'toq;ill
therewith Joy 5 8ti John 135. 11,
Fbéfe things bave I fpokes to you that my
For wight vemain in you, and that your
Joymight be falls - ‘,

This then being the End of all
our Defires and natural Motions,
the End of Religion, the End of
Chreift’s. coming and Dolrine) to
fill 'us with Peace and ]c}y in believe~’
ifig ; it no way interfereth either
withthe gginign of the Philofoplier,
or the Doftrine of the Preachér to-

-averr,.that Joy is bettet than Sor-
row, as Peace 15 better than Trouble, -
Light better than Darknefs, Sweet
better than Bitter, and Heaven bet-
ter than Hell; the one being a Place
of boundlefs Joy, the other a Place of
eadlefsSorrow. That Joy therefore -
which the Philofopher charges with -
fuch mif;;hievous Confequences, apd
which Solomon prefer’s Sorrow to, -
is that which refults frem the Pre-
fence and Fruitign of improper ang-

. ~ 2 - : v
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4 4 Name in Heaven, &c.-

unfuitable Objeéts, or which runs
into excefs and inordinacy, imto
which the Nature of Man, fince the
Corruption and Diforder of theFa-
culties and Paffions, istoo apt to de-
generate: For this is certain, that.
there is nothing we can delight in
much, without fin, but thofe things
that lie moft remote frem Sence, the
things of the invifible World. = -
. And hence it is that our Lerd
Chrift-herein the Text, calls off his
Difciples from rejoicing much in
that which yet was as lawful apd.
likely a Caufe of cho&cing as any,
wsz. Vitory over infernal Spirits,
and Succefles againft the Powers of
Darknefs ; to f%{ their Joy upon a
Ggod, nfinitely to be preferred -to -
that, and defired before it,” and that
is, a Name written in Heaven. Nor-
. withfanding in this rejoice not, thas
the Spirits are ([ubject toyou ; but ra-
zher rejoice, becaufe your Names  are
wriiten in Heaven. S
In the Words you have, -

A



A Name in Heaven, &c. §
A Probibition, T
An Exhortation :

Somewhat from- which they are
dehorted, fomewhat to which they _ -
arc invited. - . ..

That from whichthey are dehor-
ted is, rejoicing in their Succefs over

.infernal Spirits, rejope wot in this
that the Spirits are [ubjeit 10 yos.

That to which they are invited
is, to rejoyce ina Mercy of a much
pobler Nature, and that is, theic
Shareand Intereft in the Glory and
Bleflednefs above; Rejoice that your
Namses are written in Heaven. ,

I fhall begin with the Prohibition,
and fpeak a liztle tothat, Notwish-
Randing in this rejoice not, thas the
Spirits are [ubject 0 you.

You will think a (rejoice not)-~
very unwelcome Entertainment
when the Work you come about is.
to rejoyce, toremember the Mercy
of this Day, the Pangs and Throws.
the Lord brought you through on
thisDay ; thehopeful Son that took’
his Birth and Breath from this Day..

L B 3. ',Thiﬁ;f



6,4 Narie in Heawon, & c.

This was doubtles a very great
“Mercy, if the Mother had been fpa-
red, though the Child had died,
| there had béen Mercy in that, but
that the Lord fhould preferve the
Root and the Branch both make
your - Honour the Mother of d
Child,and that Child a Son, and that
Son pet‘fe& not a Monfter, not' mifs
fhapen, not born Blind, rot Dumb,
not Deaf, not deformed and crook-
ed: How rany Mefcaes are ivthig
one Mercy! Now to affix i rejoicé
not, upon {ucha Caufe of Joyasthis;
feems ver VA unwelcome and un&afo-
nable

7 But T hope by that time I have
“done you will juftify my choide of
- this Text, which hath not the leaft
Defign to fupprefsyour Jo {y but to
raife it from Obj e&s of senfe to Spiri<
tual Delights, from lower and leﬂ'et‘
Mercies td greater and higher Pri-*
viledges,from a Nameon arth to a‘
Name in Heaven, -~ * ’
Re]ozce not in this ﬂmt ’tbe S[lﬂts‘v

m/a&ja& 10 Jos. *
, . - This



i o Name in Heaven, &c.

_This . Prohibition of .our Loml
Chrift dogh clearly imply that.this .
cafting out of Devilsy: by the Powey
of the Difciples Mimftry in the
Name of the Lord Jefus Chrift,. was
‘matgr of great joy-to them;, and oue
would tiunk,. it any.thiag, infhé
World could juffify, the runniog g
of their Joy belaw God, this cafting
out of Devils might. y
~ For . 1twas a gregt and mirg
lous Gift szJerS.-g’Cbriﬁfé : ‘gzi‘gﬁ '

IL. It was aGift foretold by.the
Prophetsyas referved for Gofpeltime,

IIL Iy was -2 Vitory over thg
moft potent Enemy, _that laughs to
fcorn: a]l hymane Fower,, atronger
than he muft come and.bind him. <
- IV..It was a Viory very con-
ducin‘%to the Honour of the Lord
Chrifty that bis, naked  Difciples in
his: Name alpng,.iconld make-theg
Powers of Hell fubmit and (toop ; fo
that eg:,rtainly. here was i the Succefs
of. this- Service. fufliciens ‘f;wf?;of
Joys9 the Difaiples; agd yet faith
our Kord Chrifs 10.them,; Aj’?wahr :
ot B4 anaing

B )



8 A Name in Heaven, &c.
Panding in this rejoyce not. Tt is not
-an ‘abfoluté Prohibition, but rather
we may call ita cautionary Limi-
tation, Rejoice not fomuch in this;
though it wasatrue Ground of Joy,
etthe Lord Chrift takes them off
rom it, by raifing their Hearts “a-
bove it, to 2 higher and nobler Caufé-
of Joy; and that for a twofold End.
1. To free them from the Danger
of fpiritual Pride, which is veryapt
to infinuate it felfinto out rejoycing:
The Succefs of Duty is'too too apt’
- to puff up and f{well us beyond our
Proportions. The Profperity of the.
Creature in its Attempts,becomes g
Temptation te facrifice 16 "its own
Net, and burn lnenfe to s own
Drag. When {piritual Pride mixeth
it felf with our Joy in God, wetake
from him more thane give to lim,
we Yob him of his Glory, - whileft
werejoyce in his Mercy. - -
 Therefore the Lord Chrift takes
them off fromthis to a higher Ob-..
je&, thé Devilsare fubjelt to you, it
1s truc ; the Power of the Golpel in
L S your



A Name m Heaven, &c. 9.
your Mouths and Miniftry, hath
€aft Satan like Lightning fromrHea--
_ ven, jt is true, ‘and I know that your
Heartsare filled with joy ; for-fo it
isfaid in the s7th Verfe, Theyreturn-
ed apain with joy:, Wetl, faith the Lord
Cheilt, Norwishtanding in this rejoyce’
not, why fhould your AffeCions, be-
terminated in thefe Fhings, when-
You have .a nobler Objet for your
joy to dilate it {elf upon, -and ‘tHat
is, the El;:&ipg_l.d\'e-,of? God, your:
Portion in the eternal Manfions.. -

Your joy in the fubduing Irifernal-
Spirits. may be your fnare, whillk "
they are fubje®<d to you-oné Way,:
fpiritual Pride may- {ubje&’ you to-
them another; and fo though you:
* conquer, yet they will overcome;

Tbe';i’ﬁrefin this rejoice mot. -
2: Toteachus thatno externalMer-+-
cy{hould terminate the Dxlight-of
our Souls, bur- that we fhould ufe all-
outward Benefitsasa Ladder where--
by to afcend to God in onr Affetions..
- The Wiy to allay and mioderate.
the Joy of the Soul; in commonand:
- N . B. s ) P;e:’



10 A Afame n Héavm, &c* :

pref ,Megcxes is tp° r,eaﬂxze t'fxé
Tlu?gg of the Invifible Weildaffd’
let out our. Heartsn)uch tothe Glo-,
ries ahQvey: The Defign: of Clirift’
2! 6 (Gotpel i, ﬂ{&;&ualwé the,
hriftjans, Joy, an 1EUPOR
chiefe lGood'y ?T }Jemfore m:; r:?

gice #at, thai:the Spirits. dre /&‘b}e& t0"

f"":% kgt ;;oﬁ“ wﬁl fay,,b 1y¥

A»/ziv. ) Al’ngc YOu a tl;x;efolff '

e Botante Gt
. -Reaf, 1 aufe t s Gift'm
veftegy where the Lovg?of G;a)%hlz
no} 1pjoyed, Matr. 7 2. MM)’;
willfgyto me in that Da), Lard, Lord
bave we not prophecyed in thy Na ame and
in thy Name caft out. Devils, “and tm
thy.DNamg. done ”‘W wanderﬁd Wopks;
m? Jmft unto thew, 1 never
kﬂﬁw ) you depars frors me, ye that work
Imiquisy, ver 23. Many may caft out,
Devils in the- Name of Chrift, andi
yet after all be caft out themi‘e fyes
by. C»hfxﬁ jad;a was one of - thﬁm
that

|




A: Nyme an Heaven, &c. 11
thaneall ot Devils, and: yet Fuda
Was a0 Bimfedh 2 1 o 5w
- T het! Thjoyment, ‘whatdver it be
(be.it Gifts, be it Relations, be it
Honéurs) . which may.be; feperated
from .the Lov¢ of Godjin Chrifl
can be no true Geound.of Remzr%
- Therefore: What :ous AZord Chri
faith ofcafting out of Devils; I may
(upon .a:Parity:, os. Superiasity , of
g»atﬁf); dayirbfiall: things/ below
wiiich. wg plaog our .Cofitentmeng
i, and logk upqnas matteér of Joy.
Notwithfianding in this rejoice not,

Reaf. 2. It is a Vanity: to rejoicg
- michurany thin whielﬁvgzggx&?t

- rejoicssin Jopgs «What. paftle

“faithy Y- Gorinth. 13..8. Prephecies

Jouil: fasly  Tomgnes fhall oeafe, Kpows
"l okl vmosfloiigray p.the fame E

Yayuofi all ¢ammowand fubluna-
ry'Méreigs and Comfores, -they fhall
fail htidxvanzﬂ’x.‘ " The' Faflaian.of -this

World pafferh away, 1' Cor.. 7. 31. -

4 fkﬂ%%bafdgkamhat Man ke
" wohbys! Expbdition iwhixfe.. Voyage is

fort a Year, and his Yictual but fog

_aa



13 A Name in Heaven, &¢. .
a Day ?- tvho' fets out for Eternity:
with the :Pleafudies.and Corkeats of
nothmg but Moreality ? Theréfore
though youmay. have allthat Heart
can wxﬂ’a of the:<Comfort and - Prof-
- perity of this Worldy: yeét wab;

jl.mdug ;x his vejoycd mot, ;v
. 3. Why fhould we. re)oxce
much in"that which -cannet refcue
us out of the Hands of eternal: Mix,
fery ? ‘Nore of thefethgs wcg]nr;{
in cani:-They are poor lying! Dev
lights,which like erdm, empty all
their Sweetnefs into a {hnkmg and.

falpharious Lake. 5.« .~ .



A Nomein Heaven, &c: 13
his. Rleafutes. too..Dear,; who. pays’
for them: with the-k.ofs of his Soul,
- May we have ‘all .the Comforts-
that this World canafford; and yet
die.- ;coxr;forzlest ?:_i May . we - be:
sejaicing -in-ohf Relations to Da
and yes:{hiut-ont of all Relat‘m'z&
.God toMorrow ¢ then whatever
we poffefs of the Comforts of this
Wiorld, ¢ motwishfanding in this re-

.

Joyee Wotg e iy L i o
B Ba&fﬂb&,‘re{rg’mﬁmﬁ your Names
are written in MHeaven.. - | :
. And thisbrinlg],s me tothe Exhora
: taé‘m}:';ﬂm }\«hie ;the;_meGmggxdz{
a Chyiftian’s Joy.is prepeunded, and:
preferred be rZ all other. - Rejoice
 motinthis, &c. but rather in that, that
Jour Names are written in- Heaven, Joy
- ip shis Mercy is_ not abfelutely: pro-
hibited, buc a highér Joyis preferred;
an Interaft in Heaven is another-
guife Mercy than cafting out Devils
on -Farthy . and" therefore rejoice
much morg fnthys tham that, . o
; Fhe Bxpreffion is. ¥ manner of
Speeeh, much like tharof ourcll;:;d

v e



14 A Name in Heaven, &c. .
Ch ir Joh
%Mwllfnt
Mw which tndu
thatis,Labour o

fot that, or'rather for that than this.

Edt us a listle confider vherBxpresa
ﬁm; dRejoicé besadfs Joar Namoy bare
written in Heaven, = ="~ .0 10O

‘The Lord Chr
Rejaice in your}
that I have call
World ; whewnnor
the qu/b, not map
Nable are calledl,

i Refoyee thar. yetlaiwe jw‘lom e b
e ‘Regeherasion;’ and. rhakcye Shrel bes.
come  mew Creatutts, wbad e obele
World lieth in %kedmﬁ, 3 Jolngive.
: ejoyee -that lee are’ mt hmed
i the Myﬂrerlesb the Gofpe
they nre biddrom the Wife and Pi’ﬂdéﬂt
Mat. 1. 25. But if Chrift had - fix’d:
their foy inany of thefe, then the.;
Bountain' andGaufd of all had beerny
- hid, and.thereforecoin 1ord Chrlﬁl
Yads-them :¥o ahe - Fousitain - from
wherdce.all thefe Privileges are de-
rived,

D S



- A Name in Heaven, &¢.- 1
rived;and that i the'elé@ing Love
of God, this beidg the Canfeof 4ll
future Good tb the Creature, . -
‘Are yecalled out of the World ? Tt is -
be du]%thNnégzeﬂre writteninHeaven.
{Afeye lfego‘tten of God, ahd'barA’
again %It 1§ bebaufe your Naméds are
writtenin Heaven, L R
© Are ye taken into Memberfhipto- -
Cbi ift, andﬁh’?ﬁbé'ﬁccdinc t'héSF(,ms .
and Daughtersof God > It'is beiufe
your Names are written in Héavén,’
" Have you the Earneft of your In--
heritarice rin‘t.h;i‘S'e.::d‘i}n§s of the Spi*
rit -upon your Hearts » It 'is bethdfe
Jour Names aré writhew in Heaver..
Can ye fubdue Corruptions with="
in, and refift Temptations without? -
Are the Devils {ubje&'to you? Itis'
becaufe your Names are writien in'
Heaven. * Therefore rejoice not fb thiuch
becanfe the Spirsts are’ fubject fo you,
byt rather Rejoyce becaufe your Names
ape writtensn Heaven. = | *0
. Query, But what is tiieant by ha-
ving our Narhes written in Heaven?”
How muft weunderftand this? - -
. 4 . A”jw.‘
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