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READER,

I MHE enfuing Sermons- are
o by a.Providence fomewhat
peculiar prefented to. thy
View. They were firlt Preached
at the Requeft of a Perfon of Qua-
lity, the Right Honourable the La-
e 0 Al dy



To the Reader.

dy Diana Verney, and afterwards
wrote out fair for ter Ufe and Be-
nefit, by the worthy Author him-
felf, as appears by his own Epiltles
Dedicatory aﬂ%z_qd; and lately (a-
mong a confufed heap of Papers)
fell_into_the hands of one who was
well apprized Of the Worth dnd
Value! of their Author, and there-
fore could not pafs them by unre-
garded with ?ﬂgbfa other Papers.
On perufing them, he found fuch
Imptefles. of the Spirit] @fid fiich
Vegigia of the Wit and Pdrts of him
whof¢ Name they bear, that fie con-
- cluded they were his genuine Off-
fpring, and that they might (tho’
preached on private Oceations, yet)
be of publick Ufe and Service; and
accordingly had though of Print-
_ing them ;- whereto .he conceived
‘him{elf warranted, {eeing they were
drawn up in Form, with Titles,
Author’s Name, and Dedications
annexed; as though they : wére, in-
tended for the'Prefs. But thisOwn-
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1o the Reader.

er of them though aceuainted with
the Stile, yet being ighorant of the
Hand-writing of the Author (and
knowing how eafie and common a
thing it is to invert the Senfe and
Meaning of a. Man, by the Igno-
rance or Careleffnefs of a Tranfcris
ber) was not. willing, on' farther:
Confideration, to ferve the Publick:
at the expence of the Reputatioa
of a Perfon he {o-much eiteemed,,
by publifhing thofe Sermians- for:
Originals, which, for oughr he knew,;
might be only :T an@ripes ;- anch
thus thofe Thoughts were; kida-;
fleep until farther Satisfaction in.thatr
matter could be obtained. At length:
the Pofleflor rof them.  proud. of
fuch. a Treafure ) providentialiy
{hewed: thém to- a -Friend. of hisy
who perfectly: koew: theiHand, andy
had by him feveral Letters and Pa-
pers of the Author’siHand-writing;;
which ‘comparing with thg Manusy
feript. sermons; ‘the  Hands iwere:
found exaltly to agree, to the Sas'
A 3 - wsfaltion
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. Togke Reader. .
tisfaltion of Both Parties; where.-
upon 'the Defign of Printing them
was reviv’d, and is now executed. -

- This- ( Reader ) is the Accoung,
of that. Providence which - has at-
tended thefe Sermons. They might
have fallen into the Hands of an
Boemy, who might have evilly
intreated them, by committing them
to the Plames, or otherwife. They
might have fallen nto the Hands
of one who knew not the Reve.-
rend Author, -and who might, on
thidt account, ignorantly have fligh-
wd them. The Perfon into whofe
Hands they did fall; might (whea
Be came at them)-have unwitting-

throwa 'them by withont: a-na-

¢, d3'he.-had done many of theic

- Companions before, -.And there-
fore that they have been thus pre:
ferved, is a :Ground to hope, that
God hath defign’d them for. fingu-
lar Ufe and Service. . - .» ' o o,

As



To the Reader.

As to the Reverend Author, to
expatiate on his Praifes were to hold
a Candle to light the Su»: His
‘Name and Memory is and will.be
precious to every ferious Chriftian ;

and if it were poffible thefe thould
fail, he has not only 4 Name in Hea-
wen, which {hall never be blotted.

-out, but alfo 4 Place there, whence
he fhall never be removed: And as
for the Sermons, they are of ageto -
fpeak for themfelves. It is enough
to fay of them, that they are the
genuine Iffue of the Reverend Mr,
Masthew Mead, {rom whom nothing
little, nothing mean, was wont to.
proceed. ' '

. As the Providence of God has
preferved them, fo may his Blef-
fing attend them and thee in thy
-reading of them.

A 4 Mapam,
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“To the Honoutable the Lady Drsh Varsy.
"Mapam, oo *

| Your Homowr
feript “of thas:
ermom i qum Command, at
fir 16 Preach,and fince 1o Wyite'
ot made a Duty. Tt 45 a‘grear
Tnterefi which your noble Fuvours,
bave urc_bafe'dy in all, I call mwme,
and thérefore’ Obedience t your
Commands berein 15 but a juft:
Debt 3 which 1 wa; the mfo{re‘
awthling to that [o youwr Ho--
wour %ugbtf ;?::ve a fis ‘&paftzm‘é-. :
-ty for a more leifurely. Contem=
plation of thofe things which your
Altention and. Affelions were [o
concerned in at the bearing. My,
Defign

E]
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Defign was, to call your Heart-
off “from_ the Pleafwitries o
'Seufe, and to be (1f God would
‘do'tne’ fo-gréat an’ Honowr ) an
inflrumental Redeesiet of ybur
preciows Soul ot of the band of !
prefent Contentmentsy which the
beft of us are too willingly, by
the firength of mifguded, Affe=
dHions, captivated to.” 1 T
. The World s 'too"lifftliq ’;zd '
too [lrast for our boundle[s Affe-
q‘i’iog‘ ; 't]aJ; Sml 25 too much c’q%— ‘
fined whilft Senfe terminates tts
Refpects, becanfe this Bed is too
Sbort for a Man to firetch bim-
Jelf upon 1, Ifa, 28. ao-j?ér;'gf{}? |
wmg Comforts to an immortal Soul
‘are as.unfintable as a fbort Bed
to a Man of a tall Stature, there
is little Eaf¢ or Reft in one or
o the



1be vther.”” Love “and Foy ave.
never rightly placed bur wpon.
Things above: As the Strength
of our Sorrozws fbould be beftow-
ed wpon our Sins,’' [o the Strength
of our Foys fbould be beftorved
upon Coraft. . I confefs I know
none who bave w fasrer Title to
Satusfaltion and Foy from an out-
award Condition than yyur Honour
bath, to whom God buih given
Jo noble an Extrad,fa bopeful a
Son,, [o fair an Bffate. Job 29.
a-.: 4, 6. The Candle of God
ines upon your Head, and-
the Secret of God is'upon your
Tabernacle : Your- fteps are
wafhed: inButter, and the
Rocks ﬁmﬁ you out Riversof
Oyl. Ruches;. Honour,, Beauty,
Parts, bave ait confpired to make
_ Lo ! Jor




you as ba @ tb& Arm of
[ucb Sfiuite elmtzes cando > yet,
Madam, the joy of a sze
written n Heaven tranfeends all
thefe ws, far as the Light of 4
Szm—éeam doth that of a Glow-
worm.. How bappy tberejbre
ss your Hopour, awho (1 am fully
per[waded ) bave as ood o Tule
to this Z )y as to-the ? ormer 5 for
fu{ely that God who hath fo fasrly
written bis Law in ’yam' Heart,
and bis Name o  your Forebead

bath alfg soristen yowy Name in
Heavm.‘ szcb";bat your Ho-

| étbe 0 Faztb
mw 95 2y the eye . f

read in the fazrtﬁ
Charader fw%zcb dowine Love can

makq, wthe bmrgy ?fayer ofy,

Mapim, Youg Honour s ofb
- humbly devoted Servan.t, s

Mmlmv Mead,
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LUKE X. 0.

.t .

Tn- this rejoice moty thar
the Sprrits are [ubject to you :
but rather rejoice, becaufe

- your Names are written
in Heaven, - A

IT s the Philbfopherr’s OPiﬂiOé?

" that. Joy (confidering the
fells '\vggch‘it aiccidegtgally pro-
4. duceth: within) doth 'more
harm inthe World than forrow and
fadnefs ; and they give this Reafon,
That Joy, naturally dilating the Spi-
rits brings the Mind to a loofe carri--
-age, an§ takes the Senfe of Weari-
nefs from about it: but fadnefs, con-
tralting the Spirits, keeps the Mind
within .the limits-of fobriety, and
brings it to ferious Thoughts. = And
the wife Man, in favour of this Opi-
nion, tells us in ]E;ulq/".'7.3. tg}at
| or-,



2 A Name in Heaven, &c.

Sorrow is better than bter, for b
 the fadnefiof the Comf»:;%e rhe ‘g’ear{‘
is made better, - .
But this feeris a grcat‘ Madox,
oy fhould hurt, and fadnefs do
d‘ that Sorrow fhould’ ‘Be better
rhhn La’ughtéf '\ Is Hell better than
Heagen ? dls ngt Hell a Plabq:t of. f%r-
row? And who is.m ter
it? a (? is not Heavégya ?lace o};“
Joy? ’ And who ismade worfe byic?
The End of all our Moptians and
Defiresis toavoid Sorrow Peérturha.
tion, and to attain Refkd d})chg
which is noghing elfe b the-Sabb
of ‘Biir Thoughts, dﬁ;l‘ that' fweet
Tranquility of Mind-which reftlts
from the Fruition of ‘that Go od

whereto otit Pefires; l]iave tateled us.

The greatE d’‘ef Re

of Grief and Sorrow.. Nay the great
~ End of the c%rmh g ‘of dur ‘'Lord,
Chrift was t6

Birth is -called by the' Angel ¢hait
' pub‘

lefs'the World: swich
‘Peace and Joy, and therefore his

igion istd'pro-
mote . and, flablith ‘the Joy of ‘the
Soul, fin.being the ] &oper parent:



A Name in Heaven, &e. 3
publifhied the Newsof it '(Lad'[lelée.' 10)
Tidings of great. joy to all Peaple,
he:*En'd’gof ?:Ffﬁoéjtrine was 'toq;ill
therewith Joy 5 8ti John 135. 11,
Fbéfe things bave I fpokes to you that my
For wight vemain in you, and that your
Joymight be falls - ‘,

This then being the End of all
our Defires and natural Motions,
the End of Religion, the End of
Chreift’s. coming and Dolrine) to
fill 'us with Peace and ]c}y in believe~’
ifig ; it no way interfereth either
withthe gginign of the Philofoplier,
or the Doftrine of the Preachér to-

-averr,.that Joy is bettet than Sor-
row, as Peace 15 better than Trouble, -
Light better than Darknefs, Sweet
better than Bitter, and Heaven bet-
ter than Hell; the one being a Place
of boundlefs Joy, the other a Place of
eadlefsSorrow. That Joy therefore -
which the Philofopher charges with -
fuch mif;;hievous Confequences, apd
which Solomon prefer’s Sorrow to, -
is that which refults frem the Pre-
fence and Fruitign of improper ang-

. ~ 2 - : v
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4 4 Name in Heaven, &c.-

unfuitable Objeéts, or which runs
into excefs and inordinacy, imto
which the Nature of Man, fince the
Corruption and Diforder of theFa-
culties and Paffions, istoo apt to de-
generate: For this is certain, that.
there is nothing we can delight in
much, without fin, but thofe things
that lie moft remote frem Sence, the
things of the invifible World. = -
. And hence it is that our Lerd
Chrift-herein the Text, calls off his
Difciples from rejoicing much in
that which yet was as lawful apd.
likely a Caufe of cho&cing as any,
wsz. Vitory over infernal Spirits,
and Succefles againft the Powers of
Darknefs ; to f%{ their Joy upon a
Ggod, nfinitely to be preferred -to -
that, and defired before it,” and that
is, a Name written in Heaven. Nor-
. withfanding in this rejoice not, thas
the Spirits are ([ubject toyou ; but ra-
zher rejoice, becaufe your Names  are
wriiten in Heaven. S
In the Words you have, -

A



A Name in Heaven, &c. §
A Probibition, T
An Exhortation :

Somewhat from- which they are
dehorted, fomewhat to which they _ -
arc invited. - . ..

That from whichthey are dehor-
ted is, rejoicing in their Succefs over

.infernal Spirits, rejope wot in this
that the Spirits are [ubjeit 10 yos.

That to which they are invited
is, to rejoyce ina Mercy of a much
pobler Nature, and that is, theic
Shareand Intereft in the Glory and
Bleflednefs above; Rejoice that your
Namses are written in Heaven. ,

I fhall begin with the Prohibition,
and fpeak a liztle tothat, Notwish-
Randing in this rejoice not, thas the
Spirits are [ubject 0 you.

You will think a (rejoice not)-~
very unwelcome Entertainment
when the Work you come about is.
to rejoyce, toremember the Mercy
of this Day, the Pangs and Throws.
the Lord brought you through on
thisDay ; thehopeful Son that took’
his Birth and Breath from this Day..

L B 3. ',Thiﬁ;f



6,4 Narie in Heawon, & c.

This was doubtles a very great
“Mercy, if the Mother had been fpa-
red, though the Child had died,
| there had béen Mercy in that, but
that the Lord fhould preferve the
Root and the Branch both make
your - Honour the Mother of d
Child,and that Child a Son, and that
Son pet‘fe& not a Monfter, not' mifs
fhapen, not born Blind, rot Dumb,
not Deaf, not deformed and crook-
ed: How rany Mefcaes are ivthig
one Mercy! Now to affix i rejoicé
not, upon {ucha Caufe of Joyasthis;
feems ver VA unwelcome and un&afo-
nable

7 But T hope by that time I have
“done you will juftify my choide of
- this Text, which hath not the leaft
Defign to fupprefsyour Jo {y but to
raife it from Obj e&s of senfe to Spiri<
tual Delights, from lower and leﬂ'et‘
Mercies td greater and higher Pri-*
viledges,from a Nameon arth to a‘
Name in Heaven, -~ * ’
Re]ozce not in this ﬂmt ’tbe S[lﬂts‘v

m/a&ja& 10 Jos. *
, . - This



i o Name in Heaven, &c.

_This . Prohibition of .our Loml
Chrift dogh clearly imply that.this .
cafting out of Devilsy: by the Powey
of the Difciples Mimftry in the
Name of the Lord Jefus Chrift,. was
‘matgr of great joy-to them;, and oue
would tiunk,. it any.thiag, infhé
World could juffify, the runniog g
of their Joy belaw God, this cafting
out of Devils might. y
~ For . 1twas a gregt and mirg
lous Gift szJerS.-g’Cbriﬁfé : ‘gzi‘gﬁ '

IL. It was aGift foretold by.the
Prophetsyas referved for Gofpeltime,

IIL Iy was -2 Vitory over thg
moft potent Enemy, _that laughs to
fcorn: a]l hymane Fower,, atronger
than he muft come and.bind him. <
- IV..It was a Viory very con-
ducin‘%to the Honour of the Lord
Chrifty that bis, naked  Difciples in
his: Name alpng,.iconld make-theg
Powers of Hell fubmit and (toop ; fo
that eg:,rtainly. here was i the Succefs
of. this- Service. fufliciens ‘f;wf?;of
Joys9 the Difaiples; agd yet faith
our Kord Chrifs 10.them,; Aj’?wahr :
ot B4 anaing

B )



8 A Name in Heaven, &c.
Panding in this rejoyce not. Tt is not
-an ‘abfoluté Prohibition, but rather
we may call ita cautionary Limi-
tation, Rejoice not fomuch in this;
though it wasatrue Ground of Joy,
etthe Lord Chrift takes them off
rom it, by raifing their Hearts “a-
bove it, to 2 higher and nobler Caufé-
of Joy; and that for a twofold End.
1. To free them from the Danger
of fpiritual Pride, which is veryapt
to infinuate it felfinto out rejoycing:
The Succefs of Duty is'too too apt’
- to puff up and f{well us beyond our
Proportions. The Profperity of the.
Creature in its Attempts,becomes g
Temptation te facrifice 16 "its own
Net, and burn lnenfe to s own
Drag. When {piritual Pride mixeth
it felf with our Joy in God, wetake
from him more thane give to lim,
we Yob him of his Glory, - whileft
werejoyce in his Mercy. - -
 Therefore the Lord Chrift takes
them off fromthis to a higher Ob-..
je&, thé Devilsare fubjelt to you, it
1s truc ; the Power of the Golpel in
L S your



A Name m Heaven, &c. 9.
your Mouths and Miniftry, hath
€aft Satan like Lightning fromrHea--
_ ven, jt is true, ‘and I know that your
Heartsare filled with joy ; for-fo it
isfaid in the s7th Verfe, Theyreturn-
ed apain with joy:, Wetl, faith the Lord
Cheilt, Norwishtanding in this rejoyce’
not, why fhould your AffeCions, be-
terminated in thefe Fhings, when-
You have .a nobler Objet for your
joy to dilate it {elf upon, -and ‘tHat
is, the El;:&ipg_l.d\'e-,of? God, your:
Portion in the eternal Manfions.. -

Your joy in the fubduing Irifernal-
Spirits. may be your fnare, whillk "
they are fubje®<d to you-oné Way,:
fpiritual Pride may- {ubje&’ you to-
them another; and fo though you:
* conquer, yet they will overcome;

Tbe';i’ﬁrefin this rejoice mot. -
2: Toteachus thatno externalMer-+-
cy{hould terminate the Dxlight-of
our Souls, bur- that we fhould ufe all-
outward Benefitsasa Ladder where--
by to afcend to God in onr Affetions..
- The Wiy to allay and mioderate.
the Joy of the Soul; in commonand:
- N . B. s ) P;e:’



10 A Afame n Héavm, &c* :

pref ,Megcxes is tp° r,eaﬂxze t'fxé
Tlu?gg of the Invifible Weildaffd’
let out our. Heartsn)uch tothe Glo-,
ries ahQvey: The Defign: of Clirift’
2! 6 (Gotpel i, ﬂ{&;&ualwé the,
hriftjans, Joy, an 1EUPOR
chiefe lGood'y ?T }Jemfore m:; r:?

gice #at, thai:the Spirits. dre /&‘b}e& t0"

f"":% kgt ;;oﬁ“ wﬁl fay,,b 1y¥

A»/ziv. ) Al’ngc YOu a tl;x;efolff '

e Botante Gt
. -Reaf, 1 aufe t s Gift'm
veftegy where the Lovg?of G;a)%hlz
no} 1pjoyed, Matr. 7 2. MM)’;
willfgyto me in that Da), Lard, Lord
bave we not prophecyed in thy Na ame and
in thy Name caft out. Devils, “and tm
thy.DNamg. done ”‘W wanderﬁd Wopks;
m? Jmft unto thew, 1 never
kﬂﬁw ) you depars frors me, ye that work
Imiquisy, ver 23. Many may caft out,
Devils in the- Name of Chrift, andi
yet after all be caft out themi‘e fyes
by. C»hfxﬁ jad;a was one of - thﬁm
that

|




A: Nyme an Heaven, &c. 11
thaneall ot Devils, and: yet Fuda
Was a0 Bimfedh 2 1 o 5w
- T het! Thjoyment, ‘whatdver it be
(be.it Gifts, be it Relations, be it
Honéurs) . which may.be; feperated
from .the Lov¢ of Godjin Chrifl
can be no true Geound.of Remzr%
- Therefore: What :ous AZord Chri
faith ofcafting out of Devils; I may
(upon .a:Parity:, os. Superiasity , of
g»atﬁf); dayirbfiall: things/ below
wiiich. wg plaog our .Cofitentmeng
i, and logk upqnas matteér of Joy.
Notwithfianding in this rejoice not,

Reaf. 2. It is a Vanity: to rejoicg
- michurany thin whielﬁvgzggx&?t

- rejoicssin Jopgs «What. paftle

“faithy Y- Gorinth. 13..8. Prephecies

Jouil: fasly  Tomgnes fhall oeafe, Kpows
"l okl vmosfloiigray p.the fame E

Yayuofi all ¢ammowand fubluna-
ry'Méreigs and Comfores, -they fhall
fail htidxvanzﬂ’x.‘ " The' Faflaian.of -this

World pafferh away, 1' Cor.. 7. 31. -

4 fkﬂ%%bafdgkamhat Man ke
" wohbys! Expbdition iwhixfe.. Voyage is

fort a Year, and his Yictual but fog

_aa



13 A Name in Heaven, &¢. .
a Day ?- tvho' fets out for Eternity:
with the :Pleafudies.and Corkeats of
nothmg but Moreality ? Theréfore
though youmay. have allthat Heart
can wxﬂ’a of the:<Comfort and - Prof-
- perity of this Worldy: yeét wab;

jl.mdug ;x his vejoycd mot, ;v
. 3. Why fhould we. re)oxce
much in"that which -cannet refcue
us out of the Hands of eternal: Mix,
fery ? ‘Nore of thefethgs wcg]nr;{
in cani:-They are poor lying! Dev
lights,which like erdm, empty all
their Sweetnefs into a {hnkmg and.

falpharious Lake. 5.« .~ .



A Nomein Heaven, &c: 13
his. Rleafutes. too..Dear,; who. pays’
for them: with the-k.ofs of his Soul,
- May we have ‘all .the Comforts-
that this World canafford; and yet
die.- ;coxr;forzlest ?:_i May . we - be:
sejaicing -in-ohf Relations to Da
and yes:{hiut-ont of all Relat‘m'z&
.God toMorrow ¢ then whatever
we poffefs of the Comforts of this
Wiorld, ¢ motwishfanding in this re-

.

Joyee Wotg e iy L i o
B Ba&fﬂb&,‘re{rg’mﬁmﬁ your Names
are written in MHeaven.. - | :
. And thisbrinlg],s me tothe Exhora
: taé‘m}:';ﬂm }\«hie ;the;_meGmggxdz{
a Chyiftian’s Joy.is prepeunded, and:
preferred be rZ all other. - Rejoice
 motinthis, &c. but rather in that, that
Jour Names are written in- Heaven, Joy
- ip shis Mercy is_ not abfelutely: pro-
hibited, buc a highér Joyis preferred;
an Interaft in Heaven is another-
guife Mercy than cafting out Devils
on -Farthy . and" therefore rejoice
much morg fnthys tham that, . o
; Fhe Bxpreffion is. ¥ manner of
Speeeh, much like tharof ourcll;:;d

v e



14 A Name in Heaven, &c. .
Ch ir Joh
%Mwllfnt
Mw which tndu
thatis,Labour o

fot that, or'rather for that than this.

Edt us a listle confider vherBxpresa
ﬁm; dRejoicé besadfs Joar Namoy bare
written in Heaven, = ="~ .0 10O

‘The Lord Chr
Rejaice in your}
that I have call
World ; whewnnor
the qu/b, not map
Nable are calledl,

i Refoyee thar. yetlaiwe jw‘lom e b
e ‘Regeherasion;’ and. rhakcye Shrel bes.
come  mew Creatutts, wbad e obele
World lieth in %kedmﬁ, 3 Jolngive.
: ejoyee -that lee are’ mt hmed
i the Myﬂrerlesb the Gofpe
they nre biddrom the Wife and Pi’ﬂdéﬂt
Mat. 1. 25. But if Chrift had - fix’d:
their foy inany of thefe, then the.;
Bountain' andGaufd of all had beerny
- hid, and.thereforecoin 1ord Chrlﬁl
Yads-them :¥o ahe - Fousitain - from
wherdce.all thefe Privileges are de-
rived,

D S



- A Name in Heaven, &¢.- 1
rived;and that i the'elé@ing Love
of God, this beidg the Canfeof 4ll
future Good tb the Creature, . -
‘Are yecalled out of the World ? Tt is -
be du]%thNnégzeﬂre writteninHeaven.
{Afeye lfego‘tten of God, ahd'barA’
again %It 1§ bebaufe your Naméds are
writtenin Heaven, L R
© Are ye taken into Memberfhipto- -
Cbi ift, andﬁh’?ﬁbé'ﬁccdinc t'héSF(,ms .
and Daughtersof God > It'is beiufe
your Names are written in Héavén,’
" Have you the Earneft of your In--
heritarice rin‘t.h;i‘S'e.::d‘i}n§s of the Spi*
rit -upon your Hearts » It 'is bethdfe
Jour Names aré writhew in Heaver..
Can ye fubdue Corruptions with="
in, and refift Temptations without? -
Are the Devils {ubje&'to you? Itis'
becaufe your Names are writien in'
Heaven. * Therefore rejoice not fb thiuch
becanfe the Spirsts are’ fubject fo you,
byt rather Rejoyce becaufe your Names
ape writtensn Heaven. = | *0
. Query, But what is tiieant by ha-
ving our Narhes written in Heaven?”
How muft weunderftand this? - -
. 4 . A”jw.‘
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(he Name is in Scripture
squently put for the Pee- .
‘1..15. The Number of ihe

ther were aboxt am Hundréd =

y ; That is, the Number

xrfons,  Rewel. 3. 4 Thou
“Names in,-Sardis, which

filed sheir Garmemss. A few,

at is, a few Saints in Sardis, -

‘we are not to-underftand ,

God did Litterally write
"Names of Men ;- butthe "

1.is to fhew us what a Pe-.-

| Diftin& knowlege God .
hath of Perfensinthe World.
When our: Names are faid tobe °

‘written in Heaven, it is.a way. of -

Speaking borrowed from the Cu- .
ftoms of Men, whofe Names are
Regiftred. and ~ Inrolled in fome.
Publick Records, to keepin Memo-
ry, and affure them of their Freedom .
and Privilegé in that Corporation.
The Apoftle in" Philippians 4.
speaks of Names written in the Baok
ot Life; whofe Names are in the Book of
Life. And in Revel, 13,8, ye Read?:
: o



A Name in Heaveny, &c. 19
of Names written intheBook ofthe
Lamb. - Allshat dwell upon. Exrth (ball
Worfbip the Beaft, whofe Names are not
written i the Book of Life of the Lamb
flain  from the Foandation of the
World. And here in the Text, ye
Readof & Name written in. Heaven, -
« -'They ‘that have an Intereft in the
Ele&ting 'love of God, that are. his
Chofen Ones, their Namesare writ-

~ten in the Bookof Life. . But thefe
lying. in a fallen 'State with thereft
of the loft World, muft be redeem’d
with the Blood of Chrift, and when
they come to fhate in the redeeming
Love of Chrift, then they may be
faid to have theic Names-writienin
the Book of the Lamb. R

And when the Spirit of Grace
hath changed and fan€tified them,
and’ given them:a Right toeternal
Life, then their Names may be faid
to be writtenin Heaven. . -~ .

.. If ye fhare inthe eleCting Love
of ' Gad, ye.fhall alfo. fhare 1a. the
xddeeming Grace of: Chrift ; and if
ye areiredeemed by Chrift, ye ﬂﬂ;g
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fhare in.the renéwing andkn&lfy, -

mg Wotk of the Spirit.” . - ; =
~H.your Name- b‘é\wmttbn in vthe
Book of Life, it {hall be wtitten in
the Book of the Lamb; and if it be
in the Book of thie Lamb;, it thall be
wristen:in Hesmen; and. if. & e write
ten theres stliem Rejdjce. siar shis ‘the
Spirits- are fubjeld to: yom:: 'Bat rathsp

' ngu, becaufe ym Namure wrmm

nFeaven. .. .. fi

. Busl donceive thatall thefe vari-
ous. Phrafes of the Holy Ghoft, fig-
nify one and the famé Thing, #e.
" writtew inshe Book of Life, and in tba
Book of the Lamb,’ is all one in Senfe
with this Phrafe before s in the

Text, of having’ oar‘Ndme: wfmea~

in Heaven, .
Now the wmtmg our. Names n
I'gleaven, imparts and :mphes 'Ilince
i LRSI
xags he Foreknbwled of God,
the Names-bf Believers arc faid’ z0
be written in. Hesven, becavle they
‘awras icertaiply and as; daﬁm&ly
iy -JI J:IJ ..'.....l.‘~ known
e .
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known to God, as if their Names
tvere wiitten and recorded there:
- God is faid #or” #o kmow the Wisked,
Matthew 7. 23. But he knoweth
all- ehat are his, you only have I known
of ali the Families of the Earth, Amos
s @. The Foundation of ‘the Lord
ands - fare, having - this Seal,  the
Lord knows them that are his, 2 Tim,

2'! I s : : '
: 2(?. ‘The writings our Names in
"Héaven, “implies an -Intereft in‘the
Eletting Loveof God, Pkilip. 4. 3.
whofé Names are written in the Book of
Life; that is, whoarein an €lelted
State, chofen to Salvation and eter-
- nal Life. The Bookof Lifeis God’s
immutable and eterpal  Decree;
wherein, as in 2 Book, the Names

of -the Elet: are: written. - -

- 3d. The Writing the Name im-
pliesand-fuppofes the begetting Faith
in the Heart. ‘A Man’s Name may
be faid to be‘written: in‘ Heaven;
when he’can by Fatili apply the
Promifes ‘of L and *Glory to his
Soul, andfee his Part in thcm,lgglci

- i

-
td
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Title to them. | S
A Man’s Name is then written in
Heaven, when by Faith in Chrift
he doth obtain a Right to the eter-
nal Inheritance; and I willadd this,
when by a.conftant growth in Grace
and SanQification, he doth labour
after a fitnefs for Participation and
Poffeffion. : o ’
For youmuft know that there is
a double Right to Heaven, which
every one muft have that would In-
herit. -
There is a Right of Inheritance,
and a Right of Fitnefs. , :
The ane is appendant to Faith,
the other is annexed to the utmoft
Degrees of Graceand Holinefs.
_Faithgives a Titleto Heaven and
Bleffednefs ; we havea Right of In-
heritance granted by Chrift upon
our firft Believing, %o/m x. 12. Jo
as many as veceived bim, tothem gave he
Power (in the Greck n is rather, he
avethem the Right or the Privi-
4g¢) 20 become the Sons of God:” And
» R 3
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, &t is a gredt Privilege indeed, itis
given but to few.
" Bebold - what manner of Love the
Fuather bath beflowed wupon us, that
we [bould be called the Sons of God,
1 John 3. 1. This 4 the new  Name
in the white Stome, which none can
know but they that receive i, Rev.
2.17. . '
But then there is a Right of Fit- -
nefs, andthis liesin our Attainments
in Grace; when’ we are fandtified
throughout, when Grace is impro-
ved to the utmoft, and our' Meafure:
filled up, then we have a Right of
Fitnefs for Heaven, and a State of
Glory. -~
. We are decreed to this State by
the Eternal Love of God from be-.
fore the Foundation of the World;
we are redeemed toit by the Blood.
and Death of Jefus Chrift; we are
~called to it by the Preaching of the.
‘Gofpel; but we arenot a&tually en-;
tered into it, till we are renewed
and fan&ified by the Holy Ghoft. -

There
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Thete are four Doftrines: whick
the Words of the Text afford to wus,

, ‘Dot#r.. 1. Fhat rejoycing in out-
ward Mercies is wacrant'a%lc; the
Lord Chrift-doth heére allow of it
even‘when he. preferreth the Joy-of
a Name written in Heaven before it.:

Doétt, a. That. when the Lord:
vouchfafeth us any Matter of~Rex
- joicing in the’Mercies and Bleflings
he beftaweth upesrus, the beftof us
are too prone to ftake up with a
carnal felfith: Joy.; this Doétrine -
is imply™d in that,. Rejoie xos. - . -

.Doétr: 3. “Fhat.though rejoicing
ia outward Merciesis good and war-
rantable, yet to terminate our Joy,
and let our. 'Hearts reftin.them, is
evil and fibfub, . /o 01 s

- -Rejoice not éx this, that is, notin:
this as the chief Good, not as. the
higheft Caufe: of Joy, not fo as to
hinder your Hearts from a higher
and nobler Mattor of Rejoicing,

| Doétr. 4. That a: Right to;, and

Intereft'in the Glories of the World
tocome, is a greater Ground of Joy

v than
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el any vhidg 'this ‘World. can af- '
ford.” The ‘greateft Ground: of“Joy

inable isto havea Name writ-
ten in Heaven.: ¥

AT fall pafs b thé)‘ﬂva former
Doltrinds; bei nx;p lyed- in
-the Text, and : pEak a'littleto the
Third, to * make: ‘way: to the Laft,
wh;ah chieﬁy itend to infift upon.

. Doy, 3 Tkipdt theiigh ‘reéjoicing
in outward Mercies i€’ gobd 1 and
-warrantable, yetr to teﬁmmate our

Jjoy, andletour Hearts reft in them,
mevﬂand{ihﬁul’ :
¢ prisceeds- frord anevil Cau{‘e, ,
- Tehathanevil Beck: - © -

. Tt proeeedsfromt an evil Cau{'e,
and thatiis inordinate-Love offenfual
Objets; for Joy in any thisg g isiprod
poftxddéﬁtw]., veiwe: Hever Tejoice,
snucl itf- any thing bt what' we love
fuch, -now to Have the -choiceft
Refpe&sof “an mmortal: Soul, laid
out-{pori-afd ‘teénter «mprefem and
perifhing: ‘Cotnforts, \is a great Bvil,

2. It hathanevil Effett ; hereby
God mdxfpanaged the Lord Chrift
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defpifed, the: Ginfeén ~Glories - neg-
le€ted, the Soul in Danger of b:ﬁ?gt
mifledand ruined.  See Job 21. from
the 7th Verfeto the rgth. . . .
:.3- We-Heteby: makeawtong Ufe
of the Mercies of God; which are
‘given to' rdife our Hearts, not for-
out Hearts to reft in to elevate our
Affe&tions, not to teérminate them 5
to Pully our Heartsup, not. to Swal-
low themup. " - o
- Prefent Injoymeats fhould be as
a-Glafs for the Soul to take a view:
of the Goodnefs of God in David
faith, The Earihisfull of his Gopdnefs,
Pfal. 33. 5. you 'may injoy God in
every Creature, and have an ac-
count of his Goodnefs from every.
Comfort. .:. . - 3
. To the believing, Eye there is a
‘Tranfparency mthe Creature ; Faith
can fee divine Goodnefs and Bounty
beaming thro’ every Mercy ; and
they that cannot,: can never, rightly,
‘ufe, them, nor - ionocently ‘inj,oy{

them. ‘
- The
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. The fenfual Heart makes a Cloud
to hide him, of that which God
made for aGlafs, in which we mighe
fee him. God made it. for a Win,
dow to letin the Light of his Love,
and we make ita Cyrsain to thut it

To lgtour Hearts reft in prefent
Mercies, is to make them our I-
mages, our Idols, and this is the
bigheft Abule of Megcy. =
1. This God hath exprelly for-
bidden, Thou (halt not meake to thy [elf
the Lik:nefs gf any thing in Hearven an
bove. Exad. 20. 4. To make the
Crenture our chief Good, is to pug
it in'the ‘Room and Place of God,
and make to our felves an Imags
like God. = =

2. Thishazzards the Continuance
of our Mercies : When once we be-
gin to fet up Idols, it is time for -
God to pull them down : When
opnce gur Hearts cepter -in them, he
will' quickly remove shem, one of
thefe Two things Ged-always doth
mfhiscafe. . . . Bi

L



26 A Name in Heaven, &c.

Either he takes our Comforts
from us to recover our Refpets to
himfelf, or if he leaves them with
us, then he withdraws himfelf,

: Jffflit#iﬂ_ﬁ, B "

Would you not then that your
Hearts fhould terminate in any thing
below ¢ Hearken thento a double
Exhortation. - S

1. Whateveryou: Love, let it be
- alfo your Fear ; Fear will bea Bri-
dleto Love, nothing hath fuch Ad-
vantage upon us to Steal our Hearts
from God, 4s the Things we love and
delight in. - Have you a Child or
Relation you love, a.Friend or
Companion you love, &. O bejea-
lous of them, for thefe, like Wine,
and New:Wine take away the Heart.
Hof. 4. il P
- If what you love be not your
Fear, it will be your Lof§ and Sor-
rowyif Samfém had feared his Delilab
as much as he loved her, he had fav’d
both hjs Locks and his-Life.  Sols:
won’s Wives became .his Woe,
T 3 fondling
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Fondling Children often repay their:
Parents Dotage in Tears and Trou-
bles, being Thorns in their Sides,
and a Grief to their Soul: Whatever.
thou overloveft look to find it thy -
Crofs ot thy Curfe.
2.Then live above the Pleafures of
‘Senfe; what have. you ne nobler
Delights? Have you not a.Ged to.
delightin ? A Chrift to folace your
Souls in Communion with? What a
poor thing itis to put your Souls off~
with thofe Delights wherein the -
Bruitshave as greata fhare as you !
Where is peace with God?l Whereis -
joy in the Holy. Ghoft:? 3Where is-
Peace of Confcience? Wheie is the
Hope of Glory? Where is- 2 Name
writien in Heaven? Thefe are.the .
only proper Paftime for immorral
Souls. And this leads me to the
Obfervation I chieflyaimat. -

- Dol?r. 4."That the higheft Ground
of: Joy immaginable is. to -liave #:
Name written in Heaver. Anlntere(k”
in the Glories of the other World is
a truer and nobler Caufe of re-

| C2z OV e
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joycing than any thing that this
,\%fy()rl can afford,

I need produce no other Proof of
the Truth of this Dofirige than the
- Authority of the Text it felf; it
ftands clear in the Light of its own
Evidence ; the Lord Chrift himfelf
hath faid it, and therefore we ought

to believe it is fo. .
- But whyis itfo? o
Reaf. 1. A Nawe written in Hea-
wen is a rich Refult of Elettiag Love,

* L.oveis the moft comfortable Attri-
bute in God, the belt Name the
Creature; Krgsys  him by, God s
Live, 3 Jolin-4. 18. Thereare three
things to be! cenfidered in it.

1. Love alls with a Prianity to
all other Astributes; Wifdom core
tiives the Good and Felicity of the
Creature; Power and Providence
maturate, and bring the Contrive-

mengs.of Wifdam to pafs ;. but Love
hath the firft hand inthe Work,” It-
was Love thas frlt fummoned. the
great Countel held by all the T%rm '

o A 3 o
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Perfons in Elohim,when neither Men
nor Angels exifted. . :
It was Love that firft pitched up- -
- on the Son, and laid him as the Foun-
dation of the whole Strufture of .
Man’s Salvation and Bleflednefs.
Love fent Chrift into the World,
Love put him to Death, Love made
“him an Offering for Sin, John 3. 16.
Allthe Attributes of God aét in the
. Strength of Love, and all the Pro-
vidences of God follow the Motions
-of Love. SR
2. EleCting Love is the proper
Source of all our other Mercies, fo
the Apoftle makes it, Ephe/. 1ft.
3d, 4th. Who hath bleffed us with all
Jpiritual Bleffings ; How {0? according
as he hath chigfgrg wus in Chrift ; and
what thofe fpiritual Bleflings arc
he tells you v. 6. he hath made us
ted in the Beloved. ,
'm whom we bave Redemption through
his Blood, the forgivene(s of Sins ac-
cording to ihe Riches of his Grace, V. 7.

~

C3 - He
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He hath abounded toward us in all
- Wifdom and Prudence, v. 8. |

Heving made known to us the My-
Srery of his Will, v. q. o

I whom we have obtained an Inberi- ‘

tamce, V. 11. that is;, & Name written
in Fleaven. -All which the Apoftle
refolves again into Ele&ting Love,
V. 11. being predeftinated according to
the Purpofe of him who works all things
according tothe Counfel of bis own will.
"~ 3. Love is the only Attribute
which God hath atted to the utmoft :
we have never feen the utmoft of his
~ "Power, what God can do; but we
-have feen the utmoft of his Love;
- He hath found a Ranfom for loft Souls
Job 33. 24.FHe hatn laid help upon ome
‘that is mighty ‘Plal. 89. 19. He hath
tabernacled Divinity in Flefb, 1 Tim.
3. 16. made his Soul amn Offering for
Sin, laid upon him the Iniquity of - us
all,” Ifai. §3. 11. made us the Righ-
teonfnefs of God in him, 2 Cor. 5.
21, accepred us in the Beloved, Ephefl
‘1. 6. made usto (it together in Heaven-
by

o Tt
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by Places in Chrift Jefus, Ephef. 2. 6.

-written our Names in Heaven. How
can divine Love put-forth greater -
- Efforts of it felf than thefe?

It is infinite Love, and it gives
the Soul Intereft in an infinite Good,
intitles it to an infinite Bleflednefs,
and {o fills the Soul with an infinitc:
Satisfation. _ v

And is not an Intereft in Ele&ing
Love the higheft Caufe of rejoycing?
The Scripture compares the Love of
God to Wine, Cant. 1. 2. New -
Wine is [aid: to make glad the Heart,
Pfal. 104. 1§ but the Love of God is
" better than Wine, Camt. 4. 10: it gives
& Name in Heaven, which caufesan -
eternal Rejoycing. n
" Reaf. 2. A Name written in Hea-
ven is @ Mercy with a Diftinétion,
a peculiar appropriated Priviledge ;
David-prays, Pfal. 106. 4, §. Re-
member me, O Lord, with the Favour
thou bareft to thy People;, but the He-
brew reads it thus, Record me, O Lord,
in the govd Will of thy People. God
in good will to his People re-

Cy cords
L
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cords their Names in the Book of
Life, and there David would be re-
corded too; and why? Thar 1 mey
. fee the Good of thy Chofen, that 1may
rejoyce in the Gladne[s of thy Nation,
that 1 may glory with thine Inheritance.
Nothing is fo great a Caufe of re-
joycing and glorying as this.

What if God give you L
“ches, Relations, Honours ?
1sno Diftinétion inall this;
prove your Title tothe Love
by any, or all of thefe?
fays no, Ecclefisfles 9. x. No Man
knows love or hatred by all that is before
him. A Man may have Life, and
et be dead to God, dead in fin;
a Man may bc Richand yer wretch-
ed, we may have Children, and yet
‘be our felves Children of Wrath for
all that; God doth not love -us ih
gtving us Sons, unlefs lie give us his
own Son: A Man may have Ho-
nour and yet not be honoured of
God; Herod was honoured of the
People, and yet eaten up of Wornms,
Aits 12. 21, 22, 23. =
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Peculiar Mercy caufes peculiar re-

_ Joycing, common Mercies can caufe
but common Joy ;.a Name in Hea-

ven is a - Mercy with a Diltin§ion,

this is not the Lot of all, the Names
of the. greateft part-of the World
are written in the Duft;, Feremy 17.

13. Allthat for(ake thee (ball be afbam-
ed, their Names (hall be written in the
Earch, 'bec;uﬁ they haue forfaker the
Lord, the Fountain of livivg Watérs.
The Expreffion hath much im it, it
travels witha Curfe. .- to

The Earth is oppofed to Heaven ;
as a Name in Heaven imports the
greatelt Happinefs, {0 a2 Name writ-
ten in the Earth implys the greatefb
Mifery. =~ ¢ .

.. The'Barth is a Place of fhort Du-
ration, it fhall not laft always ; . Fea~
ver (that isithe fower ‘Héaven ) 4nd
Earthy ball pafs away, our Lord Chrift,

fays, Mart. 5. 18! - A Name writtenx -

i the Earth implys.a thart Durati-
an; a Name of no'Continugnce ; fo,
fays Bi/did of she Wiaked, Job 18,
S - Cs _ 16 His

~
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16." His Roots (ball be dried-up beneath,
and above (ball bis Branch be cut off.
- The Earth is a Place of Putrifa- -
. &ion and Corruption ;what isburied
in the Earth foon turns to Rottennefs.
fothat a Name in the Earth implies
Rottennefs, according to that of So-
lomon, Proverbs 10. 7. the Name of
the Wicked fbaliyor.
-~ The Earthisa Place of Oblivion,
swhat is written in Heaven is record-
¢d for ever, but’ what is written in
the Duft is foon forgotten ; fo fays
Bildad. of the Wicked, Job 18. 17.
s Remembrance (ball perifh from.ihe
Earth, and he (hall hain: no Nawe in.
the Szyeet. S
V. 18. he [ballbe driwr;[rom-l.'tgbt
into Darknefs, and . cbafea out of .the
World . ...~ ... o
Wi 19.hé fball neither :have Som mor-
Nepbew among bis Pzple‘! nor any re-
maining in his' Dwellings. . ..
- ¥ 2. furely. fuch are the Dwellings:
 Of:the Wicked, andl this. is she. Plae of
bivk Hhat knows nok Gode: . . 3y
i bt o=
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- The Barth is defigned for burn-.
ing; it is decreed to be Fuel for the
~ Conflagration of the great Day,
when the Lord Chrift fball be revealed
from Heaven in flaming Fire, 2 Thell
1.7, 8. Sofaith the Apoftle, 2 Peter:
3. 10, The Day of the Lord will come,
in which the Heavens [ball pafs away
with a great Noife, and the Elements
fball mels with fervent Heat, the Earth
alfo, and the Works that are therein
fballbe burnt ap. Whatever is of Af-
~ finity to Farth muft feel the Flames
of that trying Day; not only the
Elemanyt -of Earth, but the Trea;
{fures of the Earth, the Pleafures of
the Barth, the Names written in the
Earth, earthly AffeCtions, earthly
Fryitigns, earshly Defigos, -carthly
Heaitsy; 2l muft. together: make Fu.,
¢l for shat Fire: For the Barth and
: %ll , éhgv;Works that are therein fhall
giograt yp. -
m.hYgu;feﬁ. hat;a Curfe 2 Name
WFipten in'the Harth is; and yet the
Names of the:greateit part of Men
and Women in the World are writ-
e : : R
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“tenthere ; to have a Name- written

in Heaven is the Portion but of few,
it isa {pecial Privilege by which the
Lord doth diftinguifh his from the
reft of the World ; and therefore to
havea Name in Heaven, is Caufe of
Rejoycing indeed. o

‘Redf. 3. A Name written in Hea--

ven {peaks the Soul in the higheft

Relation to God'; you are his Chil- .

dren, his-Sons and Daughters, the
Adopted of the Lord, and avhat
greater Ground of Joy imaginable ?
* Whatever:Excellency ‘theré is in
the Relation," the' Beneft ‘of ‘thae
Escellency. redounds ‘¢4 the Corre-
late by Virtue of the Tie of that Re-
fation: - T R

. What s it-that frit éloaths your
Child with Howour'#id Nane; ‘but
the Noblenefs of his Deféent ; and
how comes your Honour'and Greats
nefs tg defcend upon him biit by be-
ing of the fame"Blood ? It -isthe
nearnefs of the Relation that intitles
him to all. - So all that is in God,
all his Excellency’s, all his Astri
: . ' butes,
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butes, his Wifdom, his.Power; his
Love, his Juftice,, his Providence,
all are yours, and work for your
Benefit and Advantage by Virtue of
this' Relation.. -~ - B :
- There is a twofold Relation to

God. ‘f Se
: . ~of Servants
A Relation S(, of Sogs. ’
But the Diﬁb’r?fce'berween them
is 'very great, efpecially’ in five
Thing);. 5 pe ‘ Y ,
1t The Relation of Servants isa
common- Relation; all the: Crea-
tures in- the World are Gpds Sers
vaats, as he is'the great Mafter and .
Houfeholder -of Heaven and Earth,
God hath Servants of all forts,Good -
and Bed; 4 -hash’ gosd and: faithful _
Servants, Matt. 85.237 anid he hath
withed and Sorhfdl Servanmts, v. 26..
he- hath-fome that Henour him, and
fomethat Hon6ur him not, but re«
bel againfichimi’- God hath fnany
Servants that tike Wages' of him,
but do the Devils Work. =
- Al Creatures ‘ftand’ in -this Rela-
L - tion

-
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tion to God, the very Devils them-
felves are_’ fub)e& to his Command,
every Kpee bows to him, both of tbz@
in Heaven, and things in Earth, and
things ander the Earth, Phil. 2: ro.
-Butthe Relition of Sons.jsa pe-
“culiar fpecial Relation, that apper=
tains but to few. God. hath many
Servants, but he hath but few Sons ; .
he hath many in Suobjetion, but
few in this Relation: All are his
Subjects, butall are not his Sons and
Daughters.
.. 2. The Relation-of: Servgnts&s a
mercenary Relation; the: Duty of
that.Relatron is dvawn forth by-the
" Rewards of it; Servants work for
Hire, it is Wagps they chiefly look
at. God hath mapy fuch Servants,
that are. mcerly mercenarys An alg
their. Duties, . They know, Gadiig
a good Mafter, pays well,and keeps
a good Table ; . his. Commqus

le ,c a{zd\ hl& RFW%l’dS» a8

_;hq*;t -they owi h
As many ollowed the Lord (.brzﬂg,
‘when he Was: upon Earthy not be-
caufe



caufe of his Miracles, but-becaufe
of his Morfels ; not becaufe they
would be faved, but becaufe rhey
did eat of the loaves, and were filled,
John 6.26. It wasnot for the fake
of his Perfon, but bis Provifion ;
not out of love'to the Truth, fo
much as the Trenchard. The
Lord Chrift hath many fuch Ser-
vants now, thatcall themfelves the
Servants of Chrift, and Minifters of
Chrift, but they are but Tremchard-
Chaplsins to him. It is the Salary
they look at, more than the Service;
Dignities, more: than Duty ; the
Preferments -of the €hurch, more
than the Concernmients of it.: The
bave the ‘Flefb-hook of the Law in
their Hand, 1 Sam.2.13,.14. oftén tor
ferve themfielves, but the Book of the:
Law is in their Hand.put feldom,.
whereby they fhould fave themfelves,
and them that hear them, 1 Tim. 4. 16.
"Thefe follow Chrift indeed, ‘but it i9
for the Loaves; na Wages;no Wiork::d -
Litke them in Madachy, ch. 3.1 4. that
cry out, F¥hat Profir is.is toferve G;(éd i :
.o T . ' U

i
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But now the Relation ‘of Sass is
more ingenuous 1 Soms obey and
ferve in Ingenuity ; not for Reward,
but Duty, they Labour, becaufe
Love.. Not but that the Chil- .
dren. of God thay look at the Re-~
wards promifed.  Mofes was fage-
nuous in.all his Performances, and
yet he had a Refpett to she Recom-
pence of Remard, Hebr. 11. 26. Chrift
was.a Son in the highet Relation,
the So» of God’s choiceft Regards,
Matth. 17. 5. and .yet it.is faid of
Him, in his ewduring the Crofs, and
Aefpifing the. Shame, that He had an
ey to. the.Jay. thas was.fet before him,
Hebr. 12. 2. A Dutiful Child may:
look at his Iaheritance:; .yet. he
would. pay the. Obedéence of Childres,
though' he. were: to,-receive no Fax
ther's Bleffing.! . i

3. The Relation of Soms, is a
- Communjcative Relation s The Re-
lation. of a-Serwans .iscmot. fo.. . A
Mafter dothinot-impart all his Mind
nov difclofe. his. Secrets: to. his Ser~
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want ; he lays upon him his Com-
mands, but doth not betruft him
with his Secrets. So faith our Lord
Chrift, John 15. 1§. Henceforth 1
call you not Servamts, for the Servam
knows. wos what his Lord doth. - But a
Father will difclole and commaunix
cate his Heart to his Child; he will
tell. all his Mind, and Will, and
Counfels, to his Soz. o

4. The Relation of Servants gives
no Claim; it doth not intitle them
to the Eftate of their Lord : The
Law allows them a prefent Main-
tenance, but no Share in the Inhe-
ritance. ' o

But the Relation of a sz, s
Intitling ; it gives a Claim :. By
Virtue of his Sosfkip, he hath a Title
to what is his Father’s ; his Father’s
Riches, ' his Father’s Honours, ¢c. .

If you are .the Children of God, -
you are-born Hesrs, and your Inhe-
ritance s the greateft in this World
or the nexc. ; for God Himdelf is |
your Portion ; and all He is, _amill

a

N
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all He hath, is the Lot of your Inbe-
ritance. B ' o

5. The Relation of Servanes is
not lafting ; it is Arbitrary, founded
4in Will and Pleafure : You take
“one Servant, and put away another,
at your Pleafure.  But the Relation
of a Son, is abiding, it lafts for Ever,
to the end of Being: So fays our
Lord Chrift, John 8.35. The Servant
abides - not in the houfe for ever, bat -
the Son abideth ever. If you ate the
- Children of Ged, you are taken

into a Lafting Relation that fhall
never end.: Ged is your Father for
ever, and you are his Children for
ever ; it is-an Everlafting Rela-
tion. - ' : o
How fhould we rejoyce in this
near Relation to the Great God !
Sons and Daughters of God, is the
- higheft Title I ever heard of in
the World. David was made
but Sox-in-Law to a King, not bors
a4 Son; he was not of the Blood--
Royal, but by Favour taken in and
: made
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made a So», and it was but a Son-
in-Law neither, by Marriage, and
this Sonfhip was buttoa King, that
dies like other Men, Pfal. §2. 7.
and yet the Thoughts of it wrought
to aftonithment in him : Seemeth it
4 light thing to you to be Som-in-Law
10 4 King? 1Sam. 18. 23. WHR
is it then to be taken mnto an Eter-
nal Sonfbip to an Everlafting Father,
before whom the Kings of the Earth.
are as Grafoppers ;, that bringeth the
Princes to nothing, and: maketh the -
Jrudges of the Eartf as vanity, Ifa. 40,
22, 23. o :
Reaf 4. 4 Namewrittenin Heaven,
gives an affured Hope of Heaven:
We are by this, for ever fet free
from all fear of -mifcarrying. If -
yé€ have a Title, never queftion the
Pofleflion : If the Right be yours,
Y,e {hall furely Inherit. When you
Jook over a comPany of Deeds, and
fee the Name of fuch a particular
Perfon run through them all, and -
.exprefsly mention’d in the Con-
, . veyance,

-
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~ veyance, and all things run in his _
Name’; you conclude that Eftate
his, it belongs to him, and will
come to him, -for all the Law in
the World is on hisfide.
It is fo in the Cafe in hand ; if
e have 4« Name written in Heaven,
Eftate is yours, the Conveyance
i1s made to you : The Coverant is
the Main Deed, which is fealed in
sthe Blood of Chrift, and therein the
Inheritance is made-oves and' cone
veyed to you. v
_ "There isan infeparable Connexiori
between Eledion and Salvation :
THo’ there are many Links in the
Golden-Chain that reach from one
to the other, yet -not one of them
can be broken :  Whom be did pre-
deftinate,” them he called ; and whom
ke called ; them. be juftified ;. and whom
be Sufliied, them' it alfo glorifid,
Rom. 8. 30 ' '

It is obfervable, in what Tenfe
the Spirit of God puts it 3 not in
the Future, as a thmig to-be donc,
but in a Tenfe. that netes it done

L ' already,

—
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already,to Thew the Certainty of it.:
If our Names are written in Heaven,
we fhall as furely fhare ip the Glo~
ries ofit, as if already in Poffeffion ;:
nay, weare already 1n Pofleflion:

Partly in Chriff, who js already
enter’d upon the Inheritance in our
Right, Hebr. 6. 20. Whither the Fere-
rapner is for. us entered. Hepcethat
of the Apofile, K bah made us fis. .
sogether in heavenly pluces, in- Chrift
Fefus, Eph. 2. 6. ol .

Partly by the Promife ; We have,
the Deeds, though we donot enjoy.
the Eftate ; we keep the Title,
though we do not poffels. the Inhe-
Bty in the Firfl-fraits of Glory,

artly in the Firfi-fraits of Giory,,
Rom. 8?33- which- we, regeive by
the Spiri¢ of God, and the Graees of
the Spirit in our Hearts, Entrance
upon the leat Part of an Eftate,
gives 2, Right to the Poffeffion, as
well as Entrapce ypon the, Whoit :
The leaft . Twif of the Premiifles,
conveys the Inberitance, and gives
Livery and Seifin ofall the Demefas.

race. \
- m‘ ‘
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Grae in the Heart, is a Turf of the
Holy Land, the Land of Promife,
whereby God doth a&ually Inftate
us in the Glorious Inheritance.

4 AréLt",c‘:A'r'to:N;
- The Firft ‘U, fhall be for Ex-

mination. Is a Name written in
Heaven, the trueft- Caufe. of Re-
joycing 2 Then let us fee what
Caufe of Rej ycin‘% we may have
in our felves upon this Account. The
Apoftle’s Counfel: is plainly to this
Purpofe, Gal. 6. 4. Les every man
prove bis own work, and then (ball he
have rejoycing in bimfelf, and not in
another. .
. You have heard, That there can
be no true Caufe of Joy inthe Heart,
but 2 Name written in Heaven.
. Youhave ( Madam) fet this Day
apart for an Amniverfary of Re-
joyeing in the” Birth, and ‘Life, and
Hope of your Pleafant-and” Tender
8ox ; and you do well : But doth
your Joy -begin here ? or is Gad the
. ’ ) begin.
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beginning of it ? Is 2 Name in
Hem;m the chief ground of your
Joy ¢ ’
}:%aejf. But yeu will Reply, Who
can {ay his Name is writtenin Heaven ?
‘Who hath thus far known the Mind
of the Lord? To whom hath he
at any time opened the Sealed Book
of his secret Decrees ?. .Was ever
any Man admitted into the Regions
above, to fearch the Eternal Records
of the Divine Purpofe ? - ;
- Anfw. Surely, No: But yet let
me, in Anfwer to this, lay down
Two Conclufions. -~ -~

: 1. The Knowledge of this, That
our Names are written in Heaven,
is: attainable : Why elfe are we
commanded to make our Calling and
Eleétion fure ¢ Wou'd the Lord
Chrift have calPd upon us to rejoyce,
becaufe our Names. are written in
Heawven, ifitwere a thing that cow’d
not: be: known ? . Surely therefore
it is no fuch Secter, ‘a$ lies -out of
the reach of Faith’s Attainment.
. Indeed,
-



48 A Name in Heaven, &c.

Indeed, to Wicked, Uabelieving,
and Impenitaat Singers, the Know-
ledge of this is impoffible. How can
a Man that forfalzes God, know that
Rhis Nawe is writtes in Heaven, when
" God fays,. They that forfake him, theiv
Naumes [ball be wrissen in the Earth ?
But 'Believers may attain to the
Knowledge of this.

. 2, As the Knowledge of it is at-
tainable, fo it js evidentfrom Scri-
* ptore-Inftance, that many have at-
tained to it i Ged hath fometimes
unfealed the Book of his Decrees,
and held. it open to the Believing
Eye; fo that the Soul hath been
inabled to read its Intereft in Di-
vipe Love, by theBpiritual Opticks
of Faith ; For Faith is the Evidense
of things mot feem,Hebr. 13, 1. Faith
* can make its paflage through all
the Obftruétians that licin the way
between a: So#f 3t home ia -the
Body, ard an abfent God 5. for! that
is the cafe of every Incarnate Chiri-
ftian.. The Soa/ is as yet wrapt up
, in

|
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in grofs Mattcr, imprifon’d in Flefh,
and confined to an abode in a taber. |
nacle ‘of Clay ;. and therefore di-
I’(}bced fr omyGod,, and. utterly upca-,

le of 4ny farther Converfe and
Commumon ‘with him, than what
is attamable by the: Medlanon of
Faith. ey

Now Fqg;b ,entf;rs Wxthlg the
Vail, removes. the_Soul ,our of the
Vaﬂe s of - .Sep/é and fers it upon .
the hxche!’c Ground of Gofpel-Confo-
lation,” -that -it may ftand at the
faireft advantage 'to’ g‘Et 'a Profpett
into the. Glory of the other World.
Faith ‘draws mfalhble Conclufions
of the Goodnef's of jts State, from
the. 1m ble Décroes @f” I:Jechg
Love : elfe” ma,cﬁe Fob fay,
I fﬂow th a; m)y Redeeper  lives, and
that. be [ball fland at the latter day
d{o;z the eartl;b - and that. thou /{Z :;of;};r:;

72y this bodjs yes ¢n oy
Jee Go ,(W}Jm 1 ,ﬁaéﬁeﬁ for my felf2
Job £9.25,26,27.

“And what made St. Pazd glo
in the Lord (;brtﬂ, crymg out, W 0

ld'/
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loved me, and gave %zmﬁ?f fgr me ¢
Gal. 2.20. And what made the
Church fay, with' fo much confic
- dence, 1 am mj levvéd’:“md »y (
Belavetl is mine 2, Cantlc 6L E

ue]I But the reat ‘Qmjhm is,
How fhall a Man%)e ablc to kngw

that bs- am; i M:fteﬂ m
Fw

ziﬂj'm. There ate ‘céttain
véries of thisina Man’sfel; which
if we attepd 10, . we may haveafure
Pmof and' W ;tu 5of. . 0

T Eﬁ&udﬁ(fﬁﬂzﬂg is afﬁrc’PrOUf :
of this : Ifthe Call of Ged hath tbok
ho}d of our Hearts, then var Names_
are writttn'th Heaven, - There'is an-
infeparable {‘onncx;dn hetween “E-
lettion and Vocation'; and. rhexefore,,‘ |
when the Apoffle bids usgive akl dibi- |
gence 20 mike vur Calling :and Elettiy
Jare ; - though . Ek&igk e ke 3"
“Calling, (the one:béidg'an Fiihean
A of God in Erernsty; the ‘othér a
‘Tranfient At of God urgm Y yet
t;he A‘payt‘le puts the “making ~our”
o Galling
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n the:firft phabley: be-
ian riever be fure he is -
e is firft Called; .~ . -
, if you :wow’d know
Names are- written in
ifie: your felves inghis}
of God hath itook effe<
" your Haarts..:. Flath
ar Souls oft from every
Chriff, wholly o fols
Teis faid, wheh Chriff
nd Andrew, they. prei
sir Nets, and foliowed

. 18, 19. Ever
] nget:, fomgewlgat §‘ha¥: :
tangled oy, till: the €4l
old of him. Can you
eter, when ' God - calls;
Nets; to follow him'?
 tevery Cafly that will
witnels. the Truth of our Eleién :
There is an External Cafl2of 'the
Word, thatis ineffeCtual, ‘it prévails
mot- upén tlie ' Sinnér’s- Heait, he
turns & deaf Ear upon- it ; ‘ehis Call
leaves Sinners as it finds' them, -iri
their fiws and bufts, Matth. 20, 36. °
S D2 But |



53 A Name in Heaven, &ec. |

- But-thén there.s:an Internal Call; |,
when #ord ‘and Spirit go together, |
and work together, to bring the
Soul off from Siz, and Lxf, and |
‘Self, and. World, -and all to Fefas §
‘Chrgft, to live upon him as-its Rors
tion, ‘and conform to Him as its
Pattern.. Now ,if thou art thus
Galled, ;. then is_thy Name written in
Heaven =, And-therefore thou may’ft
g0 and . rejoyer indeed ; for if ‘any,
1n -the World hath caufs, thou
halk ... - X

- 2, ¥ the Law of God be writtes
w0 shy Heart, then thy Name is mritten)
in Heavep. - It is one of the great
Promifes of the New Govenant, That
God will wyjte bis Law s onr Hearts,
Iﬂ@bl’;jgs fo. - g . Tl .
. «Laeff. Now .you willfay, What
withs LawofGod 2 -
o1 . It 35 the Law of: Love, the
Law of Hvlinefs, a Law that takes:im
albybe Duties that God requiresof
us, a. Lew, of Vniverfal Obediepee :
Flal 40. 8. Thy Law 75 :within in’ my
d s Hears ;

ety e e
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Hleart ; it is a Lawthat comprehends

the .whole Rule -of .thie: New: Cred
tare. The Lay Within isa Countde
part of the Law Without 5 {o that
look whatever the Word: of Go&
commands, the  Soul s ¢nabléd t5
perform, . when thiB Law. is - wrmm
mthe Heare. - " i« “ox

Queft. When is God ﬁud to wme
bis Law in the Heart 2 .

" Anfv. When Hetoth: poiver fhﬂ ¥
xmprefs a DivinePrinciple of Grice,
by his Holy Spirit, .in the Hearr,
Believérs, are faid to beithe Epifile
of Chriff, written not with Ink, but
with the. Spirir of the Living God‘,
2.Cor. 3.3. . An Epiftls, isincthing
elfe but a Paper, with the-Mind of
a Man written in it, and . fent to

another :. Believers, are the Epiffte of

the Living God "there his Mind,
and Will, and Law is. wristen;. o
in Tables of stone, but in the ﬂcfhly
Tables of the Hears,”

So that if the Law of Gud be Wi
tén in.rour., Fleart, ‘then . may you
koow that your Name:is: writtep 7
f-[eg'yeﬂ D 3 Gon-

il
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... Converting Grace in the Heart, is
the beft Comment upon the Election
of Ged ; without which, the Eter-
nal Decree concerningus, can never |
be read with- Clearnefs, nor under.
ftood with .Comfort: . The: Deenze
travails and bringg forsh, in a work
of Grace in the Heart : The Mind
of God, concerning our  Eternal |
Condition, is heft known by a found
Converfion-; for -there “he - fpeaks
plainly;, that Fowntaip of Lové which
ran ‘under -Ground before; ‘now
bubbles up, ‘and breaks forth. - In
Election, God fpake withia Himfelf ;
but in. Converfian, God {peaks to the
Soul ;" In Election, God wrote our
Names in Heaven fecretly ; but in
Converfion, we {eecthem wristen there
openly.:. . S

. A Work of Grace in the Heart,
carries in it a Four-fold Witnefs. .

1. That we are the Objects of
God’s Fleition. L
2. That Sin is Pardoned througly
ChrifPs Satisfaddion, . :
S g 3. That
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;,fl‘hgt God is Reconcxled by
Z:r,; s}j{meraﬁ' 0(1.A S
14y Thap, We ‘are Secure, . 2 fo

flqrgmﬁ Sal./;ftm : B "

R —3~

nd thc leak of the.fc is worth 2

- %{; World.. Who would not be
_ q}go'knq\v himfelf the Chofen
- Wiha ‘would npt beglad
to fee Sin Pardoned ? Who would
.not 1e;01ce 'in a Friendfhip with God,
whofe ! burns to the. lowelt
[€l} ? ? vould nat triumph,
an Aflarance. of beiog Saved for
er?  Now if Grace be wrought
in thy.Heart, this is thy Privilege',
,thou m&yi’: fa with Tamar, Gen.
387 25. M o]é t}m Staff, and #his
‘Szgm’t and thefe Brace 5 are,  his
am I, and thou may’ft rejojee, in -
Jmo ¢ of Glory, No better Wig-
.nefs pf o, t]\’zmze)' written in Heaven,
than thé Imagé of God engraven
in the Hearr :  Say not, Who Yball
/ﬁen.d to Heaven ¢ &c., Rom. 10. 6.
As sinners need not defcend into

the Dec,g, to fearc ly’or Hell, to {?16 if
-+ their

sty

\
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their ' Names be written, by the
,Wrath and Vengeance_of ,God, riz
‘Eternal Mifery :~Noj, they may fin

it nearer home ; ‘there 1$ an™ Hell "
within them ; there is the.Stench |
_and Filth of Hell, in their vile Affe-

“&ions ; the Smoak and Flames of

- Hell, 'in their 'ﬁljrx)ip"gf éﬁg; "ééiqg
in

¢
‘Lofts ; the Darknefs of 'Hell, it
their blind Minds ; and fometimes
the Torments of Hell, in their guilty
‘and felf-revenging Confciences, that
‘Worm that wever dies, Mark ¢. 44.
Sb may Believers find -a Heaven in
their own Souls, a Heaven of Light,
of Love, of Holinefs, of Joy and
Praife ; the Kingdom of ‘Heaven is
withinyow. . o
3. If true Faith be wrought in
thy Heart, then is thy Name written
“in Heaven : i»John 5.y0. He that
belicveth on the Sus of Gody hath the
witne[s in himfelf.  Faith is a fure
Fruit of Eleiting Love : As many as
were ordained to Eternal Lifé; believed,
AQls 13- 48. “ God doth not { you-
oo fee
N
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fee . from hence) - Flett-us - hccaufe
we Bolwve, (Election upon Faith
forefeen, is an Arminian Dream)
but we. Belzew becaufc we are-
Eleged ; it is fome.of the firft-fruits
which’ Eternal Love bris gs forth in.
the Heart’; final v/be?q , isa fad
Witnefs of a reprobated Stare : S
“fays our Lord Chriff, T¢ believe yor,
becaufe ye .are ngt of. »y fbesp, ]le
10, 26.. |

Wou’d you know then whether
gour Namse be wpritten in Heaven ?
‘Lhen fee what Fasth. is wrought. in,

- youg Hears Haye you. ever, !
clofed Wlth the Lord, L Jefus. Chrz/?% |
Do you heartily cmbracc me, upon
the Terms He is offered in the
@ofpel -7 . Can: yqu, venture - your,
Souls, iyour- Safvatxon,.} outr Ererndl
All, upon, the. ﬁngle gontpm of a
Redeemers Righteoufefi ? Have you
gver. %ua A ghca,twn of the
Rigpd. a R@bteoaﬁn#ﬂof Cf;zzjf ta
youzowp  Lonfienzes, to. take off
that Guilt of Siorw! reb 0dr Souls

ﬁapd Bound—ogeﬁ 10, mthDaml
an-~

1 l
.‘.
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Damnation ?  This is Faith of the
Operation of God ; and where-ever
this Faith isfound in the Heart, the
Name of that Man, that Woman,
is found #» Hegven = And therefore
zvell'may the Apoftle fay, In whoni

elieving, yerejoyce with joy anpeakiblé
and full of Glory,.x Pet. 1.8.

= 4.- Ifche Fathers Name be written
in our, Forehesds, thep are our Names
written in Heaven. In Rew. 14. 1.
it is faid of thofe that ftood with
the Lamb -upon Mouns-Sion, That
the ‘Father’s Name Was- wristen in
thesy ‘Foreheads, -~ ¢ :
. The Name of God is written in the
Forehead, when we openly confefs
the Truths” of God, and are not
afhamed of Religion, nor athamedt
to own Gogd, -and' his Ways, and
Ordinances, and People, in'the midft
of a Profane, Scoffing: and Adultes
rous ‘Geheration.* - Now fiys our
Lord Chrift,He"that’ confefles" mé
before 7en, (that’s tlie Name of Chrif
weittey In the' Fortheait) him will - 1

“ comfefs
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€oRfefs before. my Father ; that is, he
Tl e o ey b e

Now where is the Name of God
written? Do ye Repine at Difficul-
iie?, Shrink%t Sﬁrings; ﬁ}’ufh ar -
being comted Religious 2. Are-you
Afh;lgmed of Chrif, a}]‘{z,ways,' yhi's-
Name, his ' People 7 + Why . if 16,
his Name is not in your Foreheads. =
+ Or'can you lift yp your Heads,.
and fhew yeur; Fages, 1 the Caufe
Qgicll”‘ﬁ £ It fhoyld . be'thusﬂ
God is not afbamed t0-be called oar
God, Hebr. 11. 16. - And will you
kﬂ afiamied to beeall’d his Children,

is:Ssints, his: WitmeflesL. Maofes, was
16t when be.efteemad - the reprogches

Chrift, greater. viches than. the trea~

cr of Egypt, Hebr: 11. 36. He
- BadshicHib oMo inbis Forchead.
TN & R L8, g )

§. If your great \Vork_ﬁg,_,:tfq'
lay wp treafure in heaven, then your
Names apg wissen.in. Hgaven; This
s the Cowifel of the 3%43‘{’/5{!; ,
Mateh. G. s Loy upifor jodr felves.
trenfuyes. inheaven i And Lgke 3 233

Sl ra‘:

.
=d
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Provide your. }'él'ves bags wbichwax not
old, a ‘treafare in- tbe bbmm tlut
fa:letb not. o c
The Trea{'ures of mo& Men
are Perifhing, Earthly- Treafures,
canker’d apd Moth-eaten Treafures,
Treafures of Vanity'- =
Chriffians ! Where is your Trea
Jure ? " Is it in this World, or the
next - Is it in prefent Vanities, or
futgre Glory ?'Js it in- ptefent Gon-
tentments,  of'in the Everlattin
Inheritance? " Is it in Corn, an
Wine, and Oil; oris it in the Light
of Goa’s Camttemﬂce ? Isitin Proﬁts,
- Pleafures, antt Honours ; or i3 it-in
Grace and Gloty -? Do e build,
and plant, and fow in-the other World,
- that hereafter ye may resp in an
Fternal Harveft of Blefflednefs #.. Ff
fo, then are your Names written in
H'uvm. e R

1
T D
AR EEER A R . .
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fefs “Hope. of Heaveh,” but theic
Converfations ave in' the-mean while
uponi‘the Barsh:. Like: that foolith
A&or, that whilit his Eyes were
fix’d upon the Barth, cry'd;, Q Hes-
wexs ! They favour .only ‘Earthif
Things ;- Earthly Profits, Earthly:
Coniforts, Earthly Vanities., : -

.. Let a Man’s Profeflion’ be mever
fo Heavenly, hisPrayérsand’Duties
never {o:Heavendy i; yet-ifithey are
over-toppid by an. Barthly Conver:
fation, that Man’ Religion~is vain,
The. Seripture fays exprefsly, i snj
man tove the: Worlds the: dové>of dha
Exther. nﬂatnikm, ‘JO,‘{K]. 2.1 Sw )
< Never tdk of 4 Vans .in-Hesver,
fo Iong as your Hearts are. buried:
in the Earth:. - Where yourHedrts
are, «thege yous Nwaesvase : If yous:
HBeartsrare Earthly, your Names are.
in the Barth', Carmal, Worldly, Senfualy
Enemy 10:God, -that i& thy: Name,
and the Seripture pivés thee:no. o+
ther, [ Fam g4 He Mead i1 al friend.
 iaf.the whtidyvis thelvpeny of God. )
Now what.is yaur Life ?. Hoavg

r

i

S
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doe live 2. :Do “ye live. by-iSesfer
orwdy: ycium 1oy Fawh i - Dayd
kive. upantheﬂ-eitms ot uq}onmhc
Promifes ¢ - -

- It is fmd L'f,the Vemtmmr J;Vamm :
Ptov.  31.'14. that fbe fetchesh . bes
food:frain far.. ' $o:doth the: zrae BE
licver ; .he-ufes the BleHings. of the
€reamors;i bt he lives upon the Blef-

oftehe-Covevint,. 5004 C.

< From furiqy Thbtotsy fciour. of
“the fight @ddmkbm of: tHgqddaturad
‘Bye:- For it :i§ Bresd the; Worid
knows not of.:: The Nanisal Man
s blind;: and: cgninot! fee. afak offx
G o vharls.ftoithe world:imshesr ot
Beclefl 30010 \Thf%o ii:c! &rangers
to lg"us Joy. - A

<. Hrom farl) fmm’m & avffis

ALk t{e‘uhuxdubé Jg .wbﬁz{:&:

he: poffaffesh, 1Ianke. ko j "Hls .'
is bid with\€hrif} in-Go ﬁo:!."’g‘.? {8
and from: Ehence are thc)Gcmfms
of: his1Life. ¥a femvhes bis fmﬁy%m
fari-Ie i God i Cﬁmﬂ,‘mbd the
Gloriesoof \ the:ethds Wakkiy dzab ,
are the ‘BreaX of his Sosdi. v we
iX : DOi

-
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- Do ye fetch your Food ‘fxom far,
or ficarer home?  Are you fedeby -
Senfé, with what is tRxt ; "or doth
Faith feed you, with Cluftegsfetck’d
froin the Holy-Land’? < Do ye ferve
Fleth, Luft, and’ Sins, and“Timies;
(which is the bafeft Thraldom ) ‘¢
do ye ferve God, and Chrift, whofé
fervite is perfelt freedoms 7 Rom 8. 16,
Hisye are whom' ye {fetve, - THe
Apoltle Paxl will tell you ‘whomt
he ferves 3 The Lord whom- I ferde in
.my [pirit, Rom. 1. 9. Forgetting
. the “things behind, I prefs . -towardy
the mark, Phil. 3, 1 %: Outward
Privileges, * Catnal’ Contentrhents,
Perifhing. Hopes, * thefe weré once
the things before him ; but now he
hath- turn’d aboue, and st ‘his2ace
‘the other ‘way, - and-left theni all
bebimd high s x5 DT D
A prefs formard stowards’ the wek.
He is how afeending upon €he wings
of Faith and Evde; above this Dung
and Datknefy; to-the - Regiol-
lightma(;wry.?j , ':J'!‘:' {'Q;;.TI
. [ ‘ N N Gt L S

If
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. Xf your Converfation be in. Heaven,
it is thus with you in -one degree

or other.  Heavenly Concernments

are your Work, and Heavenly
Com ard are .your Suppare. . It .15
not the: Fig-tree blsfloms;. nor the
Qliye’s lsbowr,  Habak. 3. ¥7. ‘that
can comfort and glad you ; but itis
Frujt from the Tree of Ltfe, ia the
midit of the Parpd;fe ,g‘ God; that
f‘:‘@ds 3740 | S A

If thus. your . merfauon be in

.Hnwm, then- is gour Name. wrzttea _

73 Hequ' S :zy.‘,;(% .
Th& OPpEL errfball be by way pf

Exno&TATx@m

!

,&wd\’ﬂe fmﬂw i, I’ﬂﬁ‘W&',. the

highel! Gaulel: of Rejoypsmg # \And -

can you, upon examxnaaon; «ind
that. yowr, Nwmes. are: writien, thege ?-

Oh;. ;hm fet .your: Selab ‘upan tris -
“Mergy | Fy ir Beart,, your Joy,

'i{ply Tm@xfyheﬁ uppn, this Privis
lege. Other things. YOU TRYFEOVCE
in, in their place, and by the By ;

'l T but\ .

|
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but here your Foy fhould "be fixed.
See how the Apofile breaks out into
Thankigiving,: for; this, . Ephef. 1.

> 4 55 6. T '

d Ver. 3. Bleffed be the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath
bleffed us with all [piritnal blelffings in
.C”i‘\‘géfm.?;.’;, e | ‘ .
- Ver. 4. decording as hehathchofen
“us in him, before the foandation of the
world 'tédt ‘we (hould be boly” and
without blame before i, in lqie.‘_v,
U Ver. . -Hiving predeflinited us to
the adoption of Children, by Jefus Chrift,
to himfelf, according to the good plea-
Sure of bis will. e
- Ver.6, To tbej}fai{e ;f'flqe'glvry of
bis grace, wherein he hath made us ac-
cepied in the Beloved, =~ .

_ His Heart dwells in triumph upon
‘this'Mercy*; - 'and ‘fo. fhould ours
'alfo; the ‘Lord Chrift, here il the
‘Text, cdmmands it ; Rejoyce, becaufe
your Names are written in Heaven.

Now give me leave to propound
'to you'Six Confider2tions,  which are
very prpper Motives to fh; o‘:}:
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Hearts .to the Pra&xcc of this
Duty PR

- Confi (: ): Thex‘e 1s no IVM» |
hke this

I 1. It is an Homourdble Nmz ‘
a. Since th rechm in
ng 4%:2‘ 4t5014 édﬂ%ﬁsﬂ wourable,
God poureth Contempt.. upon
the Creature, it muft needs be vile.
and bafe : God is the trae Foun.
‘tain of Hamw if he, &Hmpﬂr
upon. us, it s the tri noAy 1n
the World.
© s.ltisa 5etler Nam than tflat
of Sons and Da:gbters fa. 56.4
~Thas, faith the Lord tq. ¢bg‘ E?lm 5
that keep my Sab at b5, and chufe the
shings that pleafe me, and take hold of
m] Covenant ;o tZem ‘will I give in
/ hoxfe & pl .and .4 name better
4 naof ¢am and Daughters: . Thqugh
have no Children, yet they
fha I be my Children.; though the c¥
are without a Name in the Worl
yet, they. Thaft. haye 4 Name 40 my
R I R
FII our
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. Your Howour Rejoyces in the
Name of a Son, this Bay% and you
do well : Gad forbid that I fheuld
make . -your Rejoycing void : Nay,
to encourage it; let ‘me tel Your
Howoyr, That ‘God takes it kindly,
thpt you own himy in the Mercies
and Bleffings of Providence. Bugs...
I am, in Duty, to mind you of .a
better Name than that of Sons and
Daughsers 3 and' this .is 1t, to have
# Name wristen én Feayep.  'To have
a. Child from God, is- an inferiony
Name to this of being ¢alld « Child
of God. Solomen faith, If & Man be:
ger an hundred Children, and live
man) years, and bis [oul be -wor filled
with good, 1 [2y, that an untimely birth
¢s better than be, Ecclef 6. 3.

‘3. Itis a Darable and-Lafting Name,

A Name in the World may be loft :+
- The Wicked may Defame it.

- Wickednefs may Corruptit. -

. God may Blaft it 5 Thow haff pat

(- out sheir name [or éver and évery

- Palgiger v

: Time
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Time may eat it out of the Re—

~ cords of Honour. -

But &4 Name written. in Heawn,
is a durable Name, it can never be
blotted out: Iwill give them an ever-
lafling Name, that /lrgall never be cut off,
Ifa. 56. E ’As the Inberirance 1s In-

sscorruptible, fo the Title is Unalte-
rable; and the Heir Immoxtal

' Confider, (2.) 4 Ntrm written in
Huvm, is-a’ Blefling that fweetens
all our other Bleffings. 'This Land
is mine, and thefe Riches are mins,
and - this Chi/d is mine, and this
Honour - is mine ;, yea, and God' is
mine, and Chrif is mine, and the
w/nte§ towe and the #ew Name is mme,
and Hesven and Eterwal Life is mme
Ay, this, this fwectens all.

‘What if you could be fuppofed
to enjoy all Qutward Bleffings-ima-
gingble? the faireft Eftate, the high-

reft Chlldrcn,
; yet, in the
mfeiencé fhould
ithin,iand tell

you,
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you, ye are Stiarigérs and Enemies:
to God, ye have no part in Chrift,”
no portion in his Death, your Names
are blotted out of the Book of Life,
ye are Children of God’s Curfe :
Oh, what a - Beart-finking would
this caufe, under all your Fruitions!
"This one thin% left in doubt, 1 know
not what will become of my. Soul to
Eternity, is enough to bring us into.
Streights, in the midft of all our Saf-
ficiencies, Job 20. 22. to foure all
our Poffeflions, and to make the
face of all our Enjoymentsleok dim;
" Confider, (3.)- This is that which
gives confidence and. comfort in Death,.
and makes us ftropg; tograpple with
that King of Terroxs. . -~ . - '
What is it which makés even Be-
lievers themfclves ( many of them)
fhrink at the thoughts Death 2.
Why it is want of Evidence, they
have never feerr their Names written
m.the Book df Life. The fight of this,:
by Faith, makgs the - Soul triuvmph:
s * 7 ~  over
Al
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aver Death, and defpifc -the Grave,
and fay with Simeos, Now, Lord, let
thy [ervant depars in pease, for mine

ges have feew thy fabvation, Luke 2.

"I kmow (faith the Apofile, 2 Cor.
5.1.) that 'if our earthh tabernacle
were diffolved, we- bave & building of
God, -a houfe wot mude with bands,
exerysal in the heavins, ' .

- "Fhiswe know, and ai»é- aﬂ'ured

of ; Well, and what is the fruit of
this Affurance ? He tells-you, in
the 2d and: 4¢h Verfes;' In this we

groan earncftly, defiring-to be cloathed

upon with our houfe which is from Hea-
wen, that mertality might be fwallowed
wof lifr. -

" What is' Duath,- to the affured
Believer, but a fpeedy Conveyance
to the Pofleffion of that Glory which
Divine Love hath Iatitled him fo
from Bverdafting, - ° -
P B N SO N
. Confider, ( 4.) Herein Yoy ¢in
never run into Excefs : In temporal

things it may ; it s pollible and.

com-

~

l
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cormirion: ‘to rejoice’and dclxght in
Outward, Mercies too much ; for
they are: every wa dxfp;oportlon.
able to the vaft -apacity of ‘the.
Soul ; ‘asupable to fill 1t, g5 the djm
Lxght of 2 'Candle is Yo give Day
to the World m the abf’ence ofthe
Sun, N -

““Hear What the'Pr fays in
the Cafe, 1/2.48: 2q.. gd is f00’
fbort for a md}z 20 flretch hzmﬁ{f upom .
it, and the covering too parow for @
mazi to'wrap himglelf in, it.’ ‘

- How ninfuitable is"a fHort Bed f
a‘tong Body ! {0 aire petithing Com-
forts to - an Immortal Soul. - .And’
from hence it‘is that the Apcijl&
advifech, - (m IC"or; 20) Tbgt,.
they that. re]ayce, ould be s though:
they rejoyced not ‘thiat is, in worldly’
things. But in Spiritual and Eter--
nal Concerns, Joy. cannet quega
f3f mifinite Bfeﬂkd’nefs, caﬂ;; for: 1@5
nite Joy and Deligh .

¢ Confder, ¢5.) “This wxll bc 'y )
lﬂﬂmg and pevperaared Joy There-
YU fore .
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fore it is congruous and equal that.
we now Rejoyce in that which fhall
be ‘'our Joy for Ever. Other Joys
have their Periods and Intermiffions,
their ‘Terms and Vacatiops ; they.
¢€bb and flow, bloffomi and” wither
a Pit of Sicknefs, or a Fang of
Conlfcience, extinguifhes all : But.
this Joy is abiding ; Toar. jay (ball no
man'take from you, John x? 20 L
~ Is it true,-That" the Children of
God have many caufes of forrow, if they
look inward ; ftrong Corruptions,
hard Hearts,. weak Graces, mapy
. Temptations : ~But Vet in God_they,
have continual caufe of Rejoycing.
A Name i Heaven, isan induri
ground of Comfort ; ot like thgé.
tranftient Shaddws. . Can Stability”
be moved, or Eternity expire ? -
Nothing is Matter of lafting Joy,
but that Good which is commen-
forate in Duration to the Soul that

is to be farisfy’d wigh je. = L)
~ The Times we live'in are chan-’
geable, and uncompofed ; the hatreds
of Religion great ; ‘we- fee Diftra~
o Code Crons

T
]
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&ions at home,Diftrefles abroad ; the
Lord is fhaking Heaven and Earth, .
Church and Stat¢ : Our Experience
tells us how mutable are the Wills,
how fickle the Favours, how fudden
the Frowns.of Men ; how vain the
Hopes, how unfuitable the Delights,
which are drawn out. of broken.
Cifterns ; how full of Drofs and -
Dregs the. moft- refined. Comforts
and Contents of the’ Wotld are..
Nothing can be an enduring Joy,,
but this, which our Lord. Chrif pro-.
pounds in. the % ext, as "Matter of
JO oL N P TS ;~
.'}\,N'ho -would nat thierefore retire
from the -Noife of Laughter, from
the Courtfhips of flatfering. Gal-,
lapts, the Clagter and’Vainglory.
of a (}iﬁraﬂtd Vorld, to folace his
Soul 1n the Joys and Delightsof the
World to come? - '

. . e T o ' \
1, Confider, ( 6.) “What' Heaven is;,
and’eifat will taife. your Hearts to
glory in this Privilege, of 4 Namz
writen in Heaven, c
oo T Lo Hee

-~
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1. Heaven isthe Habitation of the
_Great God, where He dwells in his
Infinite Glory. Sothat 2 Name written
i# Hesven, imports our futyre Inhe-
ritance of that Glory ; according to
that of the Apoftle, Col.'3. 4. When
- Chrift who is our life (ball 4‘Il)pear, then
fball we sppear with bim inglory. ~

2. Heaven is a freedom from all
Eyvil both of Sin and Suffeting ; fo
_that &« Nune in' Heaven, intitles us
10 a_blefled Redemption from all
EVIL R T A ORI | S
There
weakens «
gboliﬂ).esﬂ
¢ put- o
T_hcftn.1 Lord
Chareh, in
the throne
.qy, JUde wer. sae .
1( There js no Affictiop. thete : Sin
and Sorrow came 'in m%éthgr,‘i fhd
they fhall go out together.” Phere
the Shunamire’s Son complains ‘no
moxe of his aching head, nor Me I;;
, .
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bofbeth of his lamefees, - There Job’s
blotches are perfeQily cured,; and La-
zaras’s fores are-all drieduyp. . -
. 3. Heaveinis aPlace of all Perfectian,
So that & Nawse written-in Heaven,
mntitles us to a Perfettion of State,
which we cannot hope. for in. thig
Warld : Nos .as though 1.had. alrgady
attainedy or were already perfef, Pl
30 rﬁ.' Cn r }B,f' 5 \\B\‘X *

- All Perfection 1s above.! .. ..

"There is Perfetton of: Fagglties:
The Underfipnding thall;be eleyated
by the Light.of G/aryjiatathesifon.
of Gody:1 Cot, 13,12, oy

The Nature of Ged, the Myftesy:
of Three :in: D, .the: Union of Twa
Natures in One.Perfon} the Couslydrd
GAd’s. Drandes, gnd Provideree 3 thefe;
atestheDesps of God,agd at 'R!‘ﬁf%l_g-_
theoe iz Parknefs upon.the - face of
thefe: Deeps 1 but thedexhe: glorifiod: -
Bye il feeall. 1L} opaf

Thel¥ilthaldThere b parfectip
Ho‘i{, and fwallowed up nto the
Wi

G do '
of Go E 2 There
“
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« “There is PerfeQion of Privileges ;

. perfe&-Union and Communion.

Here we lay hold of Chrif ; but
There we fhall have full Poffeffion :
Here we hang upon him, but There
we fhall dwell in his Embraces.

There is Perfe@tion of Graces :
Here the Children of God have
Perfe&ion of Parts, but not of De-

cs. ¢ | ;

Holinefs in thebeft saint Here, is.
mixed with fome Dregs of Flefhand
Pefilernent ; but There it {hall be
dempléat ; we fhall.appear #s# ba-
ing [po+. or wrinkle, Ephel. 5. 27.

Love fhall There be Perfeft :
Here we" are either weary of the
A&;or apt to make achange of the
Object of our Love, ever and anon.
fwerviog and ‘ftarting afide to the:
Creature ; ‘bat ‘then we. {hall-aét.
Eove sithout * ceafing, - npon .one-
and shefameObje&t, withoutchang:.
ing. There fhall ‘be: an. Et¢rnal
so%acé afid Complacency.in God.

S S S P : ,
| 4 Hew,

SNIETT L B -
-~ 4. . s
) f
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4. Heaven is the Abftra& of all’
Bleflednefs, the Sum of all Pelicity. -
Reckon up all Comforts and Plea-
fures, and Satisfaltions, and De- -
lights, and Happinefles, and puc-
them alt together, and then feparate
from them Finitenefs,and Impes-.
fe&ion, and that is: Heaves. - )

. Sothat s Name written in Hesven,
mnports our future Fruition of all
Bleflednefs. . Yet a little while,and. -
ye fhall be letinto all this. ~ =

All the Objelts of Joy which are:
featter’d among the Creéatures, are
evcrlaﬁingly heap’d up in Heaven :
So that fay what it is you de-
light and joy in, and I will fhew it
you there. . L
- Is it Wealth? Why there are
snfearchable Riches in Heaven, Ephef.:
3. 8. durable Riches, Prov. 8. r8.’
Unfearchable, and therefore without ;
Bottom, .and . ‘without - Beund :
Durabile ; . and .. therefare . avithout:
End. ' oy
. Do ye del\i%ht‘ in : Homorer . and
Dignity # Why in Hewes, the
_ S Glory -
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Glory of the Greatgog Himfelf (hall
be put upon yow, Col. 3. 4. -
SI:] h;;on tells- us, It doth not y
& mbut we (ball be ; but we lwam,

3‘ be hall “appeay, . we Joatl be fike

kim, 1 John 3.'2. : Sach honodr. bave

&lb his mts,.l’falm 149..0.°

_Is it .Pleafure you delight in?

Why in Masvem there are Rivers.of

Plc afives, Plal. 36.8. Tmthy prefence.

winkfs of 'Jaj,:: at thy righi-bani
there are Plaﬁ&re: for e'vermaré Pﬁlm

16.13. -

‘Da ye delight in Fesfling ¢ Wh
in Huﬁmﬂigz is Plcﬁy@an&l Vay:-
riety, Fulnefs without Satiety ; Bread
of -Lafe, the Tres. quzfe, the Fm-
tain of Life. '

+Doriye; delight ' Muﬁk Cit
isinot ficithat fuch 4 Feafd thould
be without it:) 1In Heaver the Saikts
;:d AngclL;re ‘:21&1; O;lc ‘Concord,
10imy eter nab H jab’s.20: Him th-
fosi 3.». “the:throme,; anid 1o the. Mt |
far ever, . L
Do youdelight in'fdrely and
ngﬁ:mt}g;&xrg 2 Yé in m?{f,,
N 1

|
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- 18_a houfe not made with banils, 2-Cor.
§. t. This is a City, whofe walls. are
J4fpar, whofe foundstions ave presions-
fiones; whofe "gates are poars; whofe!
fireets are pare gold, Rev.'2rs¥8,
19, 2. ‘whofe Builder amd: Makey is

God, 2Cor.5.1. e i
" Thus you fee Heavesnis the:Com-:
prehenfion of all Good, the Abftea@
of all Felicity. * And your~ Namis- is
written upon all this ; it is 41 yours,
as the Apofile fays, 1:Cor. 3. 21, 22.
All things are yours, whether Paul, or
Apollosy er Cephas, or the world, or Iife,
or death, or things prefent, or things to
come, all are yours. : _
Mipnifters are yours,to Inftruét you, - -
- The Wortd js yours; to: Sypply you.
Life is yours, to Prepare yogfor
- Heaven,
Death is yours, to Convey you to_
- ;Hédl’z)e”.*’* T T

Things prefent are yours, to Suport

~ you in the Way.
Things to come are yours, to Re- -
ward you in the End. .
What,
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What then remaineth ? but, as:
David advifeth, Be glad in the Lord,
and rejoyce, ye righteous, and [bout for
joy, all je thas are upright in beart,
Pfalm 32. 11. e

Whatever ye enjoy inthe World,
yet let your J}:)y be in God. Have
ye Riches, Honeurs, Pleafures, Chil:
drem, Fieslth, ‘Beauty, Parts? &c..
Notwithftanding i this rejoyce not
bat rasher rejoyce, becaufe your, Names
are written sn Heauew. :
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