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ADVERTISEMENT
TO THE

TWELFTH

EUROPEAN EDITION.

IN printing the eleventh edition of this judicious
treatise of the justly celebrated Mr. Marshall, en¬
titled, The Gospel Mystery of Sanctifcation, in the year
1786, the present Editor had recourse to the fourth •
impression of that book, the only correct one he had
.seen, printed at Edinburgh, in the year 1744; by which »
means, a great number of errors and mistakes, some of
them very material, that had crept into some after
editions of it, have now been corrected and amended ;
which will, he hopes, make the perusal of it more ac¬
ceptable to the intelligent reader.
To the Rev. Mr. IIervey's warm recommendation
«f this excellent treatise, there is now annexed his short
defence and additional recommendation of it, selected
from his valuable writings, not formerly published with
any editions of this tract, till the editor published them
with his last impression of it.
Many sincerely regret, that Mr. Marshall did not
more fully enlarge upon that important subject of Jus¬
tification, subjoined at the end of this valuable
treatise, as it w ould have been an acceptable present
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ADVERTISEMENT.
to the church ; though it is admitted, the Discourse is
a most judicious compend of that important doctrine.*
There are few practical pieces that have been more
acceptable to the piously disposed of every denomina¬
tion of Christians, than this excellent treatise, or stands
more fully recommended by so many eminent divines:
and when the names of the two judicious Erskines,
Hervty, and other great divines are among the recommenders of it, it is no wonder it should be purchased
with avidity, and also perused with pleasure and ad¬
vantage.

"WILLIAM SMITH.
€la&g<nv, August, 1789.

•Ifthe, reader eheoses.to"»ee a further-illustration of this import.
doctrine of J ustjficatio jr, he may consult the Lime-street
Lectures, being a defence of some important doctrines of the Gos; pel,-and this one among others, printed some years ago, by W.
* fhrith, in two handsome volumes, VoL II, p. GO 138.
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RECOMMENDATION
BY THE RET. JOHN M. MASON, D. U.

*T O thoseWho make livingjreligionf their study, and
in grace, and. in the knowledge of
. our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Mr. Marshall*s
Treatise on SanctiJicatisn, rightly used, will be of ex¬
tensive benefit. Itis.abookof principles, connected
regularly together, and mutually supporting and being
supported by each other. It is, therefore, a book which
requires the reader to think, to deliberate, to- compare.
A cursory perusal will be of little advantage ; a partial
one will probably do hurt, as it will expose the author
to almost certain misconstruction, and the truth itself
to unfounded prejudice. But they who can Felish solid
matter without the attractions of ornamental style, who
will be at the trouble to understand Mr. Marshallbefore
' they pronounce their judgment, and shall apply his book
to the end for which he wrote it,will find, initsweighty
sense, much spiritual aliment, and be greatly assisted
in bringing forth the fruits of righteousness, which are,
-fey Jusus Christ, to the. praise -and glory of God.

•*

are anxious to grow

.

J. M. MASON.

Una-Tori, Oct 8, 1810.
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PREFACE.
READER,
Mr. Walter Marshall, composer of these Direc¬
ts

tions how to attain to that practice and manner of life
which we call holiness righteousness,or godliness, was
educated in New College of Oxford, and was a fellow

,

of said college, and afterwards he was chosen a fellow
of the college of Winchester, but was put under the
Bartholomew Bushel,* with near two thousand more
lights, (a sin not yet repented of) whose illuminations
made the land 4 Goshen. He was esteemed a Presby0
terian, and was called to be pastor to a people at Gosport in Hampshire, where he shined, though he had not
the public oil. The substance of these meditations
» e were there spun out of his own. experiences ;he having
been much exercised with troubled thoughts, and that
for many years. He had, by many mortifying methods,
sought peace of conscience ; but notwithstanding all,
his troubles still increased. Whereupon he consulted
others, particularly Mr. Baxter, whose writings he had
been much conversant with ; who thereupon told Mr.
Marshall, he took them too legally. He afterwards
consulted an eminent divine, Dr. T. G. giving him an
account of the state of his soul, and particularizing his
sins, which lay heavy upon his conscience ;who, in his
reply, told him that., he had forgot to mention the great¬
est sin of all,the sin of unbelief in not believing on the
Lord Jesus for the remission of his sins, and sanctify¬
ing his nature. Hereupon he set himself to the studying
and preaching Christ, and attained to eminent "holi-

• This alludes to the Act of Parliament, after the restoration of

C V aries II. 1660. ejecting a vast number of eminent faithful minis*
from their charges, because they could Dot comply with prelacy-

yGOC

PREFACE.

ix

ncss, great peace of conscience, and joy in the Holy
Ghost.
Mr. Marshall's dying words were these, " The
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord having but just
before,said to those about him, "That he. now died in
the full persuasion of the truth, and in the comfort of
that doctrine which he had preached." The sum
whereof is contained in the ensuing Discourse.
Some time since he was translated by death, ElijuUlike, dropping these sheets as his mantle for succeeding
Elishas to go forth with, for the conversion of sinners,
and comfort of drooping souls.
These papers, are the profound experiences of a. studi¬
ous holy soul, learned of the Father, coming from his
very heart ; and smell of no party or design, but for
holiness and happiness. Yet, it is to be feared, they will
scarcely go down with the heady notionalists of this age,
who are of the tribe of Reuben, wavering with every
wind of modish doctrine.; but in Judah they will be
praised. And we hope that many shrubs and cedars
may hereby advance in knowledge and comfort.
But, not to detain you, longer, readover all these
Directions, that you may fully understand the Author,
.or read none. *If you do it with the serious humble
spTrU.iiL-wluch.they were, wrote,, it may be hoped, (the
.matter being so weighty,, and from so able a hand)
through the grace of God, they will sink into thy con¬
science, and, ntake_thee_ajaÿ-xhri*.tiao, Call of faith
holiness,and consolation,

°

-

,

;

?

N.N.

fitly 21,. 1692.

«

The Author of these Directions.was well known to
me, and was with me in my house a- month together,
about twenty years past ; and Iesteem him a person
deserving the character which this Preface giveth him,,

July 21, 1692..

„

T. W0ODGO6K.
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RECOMMENDATORY PREFACE,
PREFIXED TO THE EDITION PRINTED AT EDINBURGH,
IN THE YEAR

®

17?3.

THIS excellent Treatise of Mr.Marshall's,though
it is well known among the godly in England, where it
has undergone a twofold edition, yet this being the first
time of its publication in Scotland, where it is known
to but few, we could not refuse, at the desire of those
concerned in the publication of it among us, to declare,''
that, as we have perused the book ourselves, with great
edification' and pleasure, so we know it hath had the
'high approbation and testimony of many eminent for
grace and holiness ; and judge the publication of it, at
"this time of 'the day, seasonable- among us, for -promot¬
ing practical religion and godliness, and for giving a
just view of the vast odds there is between heathenish
morality, adorned with the finest flourishes of human
rhetoric, and true gospel-holiness, without which, no
man shall see the Lord.
And this our testimony we judge to be well supported
by the words of that great and evangelical person, Mr..
.Robert Traill, late minister of the gospel in the city
of London, in his postscript to a pamphlet,.entitled, ,lA
vindication of the Protestant doctrine, concerning Jus¬
tification, and of its preachers and professors, from the
wnjust charge of Antinomianism." " Ithink, says he,
that Dr. Owen's excellent book of Justification, and
"Mr. Marshall's book of the Mystery of Sanctification
by faith in Jesus Christ, are such vindications and con¬
firmations of the Protestant doctrine, against which I

>y
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fear no effectual opposition. Mr. Marshall was a
holy and retired person, and is only known to most of
us by his book lately published. The book is a deep
practical, well-jointed discourse ; and requires a more
than ordinary attention in reading of it with profit.
And, if it be singly used, Ilook upon it as one of the
most useful books the world has seen for many years.
Itsexcellence is, that it leads the seriou% reader directly
to Jesus Christ, and cuts the sinews and overturns th£
foundation of the new divinity, by the same argument
of gospel holiness by which attempts have been made
to overturn the old. And, as it hath already had the
seal of high approbation, by many judicious ministers
and christians that have read it, so Ifear not but it will
stand firm as a rock against all opposition, and prove
to many hereafter."
- good seed, and food, and lightfrom
human frailties and
This testimony, abstracting
escapes, to which the greatest men are liable, while they
know but in part, we homologate by our subscription*.

Alex. Hamilton, 7 _ c ...
1 1
&
JEbeweser Erskine, j
Ralph Erskiwe,
,.
1
r
j at Dunfermline.
Ja. Wardlaw,
Jo. Gib, at Cleish.
Ja. Ogilvie, at Aberdeen.
lT,
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My

A NEW RECOMMENDATION,
Mr.\A'dam Gib, Minister of the Gospel in the
Associate Congregation' of Edinburgh.

the Ret).

THOUGH the due recommendations foregoing,
wherewith these following directions haVe been for¬
merly sent abroad, be whftt11, pretend- not- to- add any
weight unto by my assent,' there seems not, however,
aily thing supeMuous, in applying unt<>: two -sorts of
persons, an advice, which hathbeemaiready given, with
respect to the readihg of this book.
ÿAmong the professors of -a- religious' course, sotncdo
still- adhere unto a legal scheme of holiness, vaiiriy
making it the reason of their pteace and hope, or, - at
least, of' their venturing to found both on Christ ; and'
others are reconciled unto art evangelical scheme of
holiness, verily making it the result of their peace altd
hope, as already founded, on Ghrist,' freely cfffered-to
them in the gospel.
The correction Which one of- -these sorts, and the in~
. struction in righteousness which both of them need, may
be peculiarly gained from this book : and j for these pur¬
poses, they are earnestly- entreated' to: peruse it com~
pletely, and in the same order wherein, written : so that
the one sort may nbt, from looking first into the latter
part, throw it aside as Ahtinomian ;nor the other sort,
from looking only into-the former part, throw it aside
as legal.
have scarcely ever been acquainted
In fine, whereas I
with any practical composure, of human product, so
evangelical, in a thread more connect, and a method
equally despair that any shall
more exact than this : I
reap true benefit, in a partial and confused reading ;and
hope, that excellent fruit shall, through the' divine bless¬
ing, redound therefrom, unto such as may read it otherwise.
To proceed thus far, in compliance with the inclina¬
tion of some gentlemen concerned in this edition, is
presumed by

ADAM GIB.

Edinburgh,Dec. 31, lT44i
4
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, Mr. Hervey's Recommendatory Letter to the Pub¬
lisher of a new Edition of Mr. Marshall on Sane- .

tification, at London, 1756.

Si*,
IT gives me no' smalt pleasure, to hear, that you are going to re
publish Mr. MAtsnALt's Gbspel itystcry of Sdnctfication.* .The iirstruclio'n, consolation, and spiritual improvement, which Imyself re¬
ceived from that sblid and judicious treatise, excite iiihmea pleasing
hope, that it may be equally instructive and advantageous to others.
The recommendation of it in Theron and Aspasio,\ with which you
propose to introduce the new edition, is at your service. To thii
proposal Iconsent the more readily, because Mr. Marshall's book
may be looked upon as no improper supplement to these Dialogues
and Letters. The author of which intended to Have clOsed'his plan
With a dissertation on practical holiness, or evangelical obedience.
But this design was dropped : partly, on account of his very declin¬
ing health ; partly, because' the work swelled under his hands, fee
beyondhis expectation.
Uehas been advised, once more to resume the pen; and treat
that grand subject, with some degree of copiousness and particu¬
larity. If be should be enabled to execute, what he acknowledges
to beexpedient, the doctrines already discussed, and the privileges'
already displayed, wiH furnish the principal materials for this essay.'
Justification, free justification, through the righteousness of Jests
Christ, is the sacred fleece from which he would spin his thread, and
weave his garment ; agreeable to that important text, ye are bought
Kith a price t therefore glorify God* If providence, in all things
wise, and in all things gracious, should see fit to withhold either
lime or ability for the accomplishment of my purpose, Ido, by these

-

—

—

* It is said, by the very best judge of propriety in the sacred
writing, " great is the mystery of godliness," 1Tim. iii. 16. This
passage, Ipresume, Mr, Marshall had in his view, when he pitched
upon a Title for his book. And this passage will render it superior
to all censure ; unexeeptionably just and proper.
f See t his recommendation at the end of this letter.
|ICor. xi 20.

B
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presents, nominate and depute Mr. Marshall, to supply my lad

servicf-

.

<f
•

Mr. Marshall expresses my .thoughts ; he prosecutes my Scheme,
and riot only pursues the same end ; but proceeds in the same way.
Ishall therefore rejoice in the prospect Of having the Gospel Mystery
<jf Sanciif cation stand as a fourth volume to Theron ami Aspasto—

Might Ibe allowed, without the charge of irreverence, to use the
beautiful image of an inspired writer, Icould with great satisafction say, If this be a wall, that will build upon it a palace of ivory ;
"
if this be a door, that will inclose it with boards of cedar."*
Mr Marshall represents true holiness, as consisting in the love of
God, and tbe l°ve °f manr—that unforced, unfeigned, and most ra¬
ti tional love of God, which arises from a discovery of his unspeakable
mercy and infinite kindness to us ; that cordial, disinterested, and
universal love to man, which flows from the possession of a satisfac¬
tory and delightful portion in the Lord J ehovah.. These duties,
of love to our Creator and our fellow creatures, are regarded as the
sum and substance of the moral law ; as the root from which all title
branches of pure and undefiled religion spring. Holiness, thus sta¬
ted, is considered, not as the means, but as a part, a distinguished
part of our salvation j or rather as the very eentralpoint, in which all
the means of grace, and allthe ordinances of religion, terminate.
Man, in a natural state', is absolutely incapable of practising this
holiness, or enjoying this happiness.—-If you ask, what is meant by
a natural state ? It isthat state, in which we are under the guilt of
ÿin and the curse of the law; are subject to the power of Satan,
and influenced by evil propensities.-—From this stale none are re¬
leased, but by being united to Christ, or. as the apostle speaks, by
" Christ dwelliug in the heart through-faith," Eph. iii 17.Faiths according to Mr. Marshall, is a real persuasion, that God
'
is pleased to give Christ and his salvation} to give him freefy, with¬
out any recommending qualifications, or preparatory conditions j
to give him not to some sinners only, but to me a sinner in particu¬
lar. It is likewise an actualreceiving of Christ, with all the bent-tits,
privileges, and promises of the gospel ; in pursuance of the divine

—

—

• Cant

viii. 9.
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gift, and on no other warrant than the divine grant.—This last of¬
fice ia particularly insiated on, as and eatential part, or .as the princi¬
pal act of faith. To perform, which, there is no rational,, np possi¬
ble way j unless, as our author declares, we do, in some measure,
Persuade and assure ourselves,* that Christ and his salvation are ours.
As faith is such a "persuasion of the heart, and such a reception of
Christ, it assures the soul of salvation by its own act ; antecedent to
aO reflection on its fruit or effects, on iparkg and evidence ; it as¬
sures the soul of acquittance from guilt, and reconciliation to Goal ; of
a title to the everlasting inheritance, and of grace sufficient for every
ease of need, ify the exercise of this faith, and the enjoyment of these
blessings we are sanctified; conscience is pacified, and the hea't
purified ; we are delivered from the dominion of sin, disposed to
holy tempers, and furnished for a holy practice
Here, Iapprehend, our author will appear singular. This is tl.e
the common road The
place in which be seems to go quite out
generality of serious people look upon these unspeakable blospinrs
as the reward of holiness; to be received, after we fia,ve sincerely
practised universal holiness: not as necessary, previously necessary,
to perform any act of true holiness. This is the stumbling block,
which our legal minds, dim with prejudice, and swclen with pride,
will hardly get over. However, these endowments of our new state
are, in our author's opinion, the effectual, and the only effeetual expe¬
dient, to produce sanctification They are the very method which the
eternal Spirit has ordained, for "our bringing forth those fruits of
righteousness, which are, by Jesus Christ,, unto the praise and

of

• It is not, by this expression affirmed, ormsinnated, that we are
able to producefaith in ourselves by any power of- our Own. This
self-sufficiency, the author has professedly and frequently. disclaim¬
ed ,asserting, that " the Spirit of God habitually disposes and in¬
clines our hearts to a 'right performance of this most important act.'"
This manner of speaking is used, Iimagine, "for two reasons : To
point out the first and chief work, which we -are to be <loing, inces¬
santly and assiduously, till our Lord cpjne ; to remind us that we
must not expect to have faith wrought in us, by some fatality of su ¬
pernatural operation, without any application Or endeavour of iuttbum ; but that we must p>ake it our diligent endeavour, and our daily
business to believe in Christ. We must " labour to enter into his
rest," and •« shew all diligence to the full assurance of hope. *
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glory of God."f Whereas, if there be any appearances of virtue,
or any efforts" of obedience, which spring not from these motives

and means of practice, Mr. Marshall treats them as reprobate tilzer.
He cannot allow them the character of goepel hclinett.
This is the plan, and these are the leatling teniimentt, of the ensiing treatise To establish or defend tltem, is not my aim. This is
attempted, and, Ithink, executed in the work itself. My aim is,
onlv to exhibit the most distinguished principles, in one short sketch
. .and clear point of view ; that the reader ma/ the more easily remeiriber them, and by this key epter the more perfectly into the writer's
meaning. Let him that U spiritual judge ;* and reject of admit,
as each tenet shall appear to coi respond with the infallible word.
Only let candour, not rigour, fill the chair; and 'Interpret an un¬
guarded expression, or a seemingly inconsistent sentence, by the
general tenor of the discourse.
"We are not to expect much pathos of address, or tpy delicacy ofcom position, yiere the gospel-di; mond is set, pot in gold, but inÿ
steel ; not where it may display the most sprightly beam, or pour a
flood of brilliancy ;but where it may do the most signal service, and
afford a fund of usefulness. Neither is this bopk so particularly cal¬
culated for careless insensible sinners, as for those vyho are awaken,
<d into a solicitous attention to their everlasting interests ; who are
earnestly inquiring, yyith the Philipplan jailor, " what shall Ida to
be saved !"f or passionately crying, in the language pf the ftpostlp,
O wretched man that 1apt I w(u> am1 deliver me- from the body
of this death ?"$ If there be any spelt. as no doubt there are ipany,
in the christian world, Iwould say with regard to tbem, as the Israelitish captive said oapeerping her illustrious but afflicted waster,
would God my roaster were with the prophet that is in Sa¬
Othat such per¬
maria ;for he would recover him of his leprosy
sons were acquainted with the doctrines, and influenced by the
rections contained in this treatise Itliey would, -under the divine
blessing, recover them' from their distress, arid restore tbem to them
tranquillity; they would " comfort their hearts, and thereby estab¬
j
lish tbem in every good word and wotk.(( , .

"

"

di¬

Acts i. 30. \
• 1 Cor. ii. 15.2 1th<»».
ii. ir.
Lai.

t Phil.

II

*

.

Rom vii. 24.

.

-

-

•

§ 2 King? v. 3-
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c to tv: g* extract spe:.*
But 1am going* to anticipate wl.ui
you r»\ v. c* villi
1sliall therefore only ac}d my hearty w iJxs, t
encouragement and success, in the publication of t» is t; <i- vu.'t :'j e
piece* Since there is, in this instance, an evident cor.neM \ h .) w .*cn
your private Interest and the general good ; 1tiling you' u\ -»v ;.u us m4
v .
yourself the approbation and acceptance of the pan.* :; ;»*
h; g
th;*t
cm
assistance
and
all
support
the
redly
tyive
fssu
Sir, your humble servant,
J AMt-q Kb- - y't.A .
Weston Far*!, Nov. 5, ir56,
*

.

.

«

i

,
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Mr.Her.vet's Recommendation of Mr. Marshall in ':us
Thereto and Aspasior edit. 111. vol. ii. p. -3 J6. See
It also in his works in octavo, vol. iii. p. 389.
It is with great pleasure anil without any diffidence that Irefer
my readers to Mr MarshaU'a Treatise on Sanctification ; which I
Shall not recommend in the style of a critic, nor like a person of
taste, but with all the simplicity of the weakest christian ; 1mean.
from my own experience. It has been made one of the most useful
books to my own heart. Iscarce eeer fall. to receive spiritual con¬
solation and strength from the perusal oi it -. and was Ito be banish¬
ed into some desolate island, possessed of only two books, besides g
my Bible, this should be en* of the two, perhaps tire jirst that I
would choose.
" Should any person, hitherto a stranger to the work, purchase it
on this rocommendation, Imust desiFe Bo suggest -one caution' :• t list
»
he be not surprised, if in the beginning. h« Meets with something
sew, and quite out of the common road ; or, if surprised,, that lie
would not be offentfcd, bUtoahnly amlattetrtively proceed. . He will
find tlie author's design opening itself by degrees, ~He will discern
more and more the propriety of his method-.- Arid what' might, at
first, appear Hke a ÿtumbling-blockÿ: WilT prove to be a fh'r an 1 am-'
pie avenue to Vie plaie of truth, to the 'temple bf hofiift'ssi sndhcv.-e'rri
of happiness.?
, :,v , v* . -• --.-.i?--;: •" '
* See H in the following page.

"

ÿ

ÿ
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Mr. Hervey's Recoitimendation and Plan for imprav¬
ing Mr. Marshall's Treatise on Sanctification.
IT appears evident, by sundry of Mr. Hervey's Letters, particu¬
larly Letter 149, that an improvement of Mr. Marshall was intended
hy him, which was not got accomplished, on account of the declin.
ing state of his health. In writing to his friend, he savs, " you will
wonder to see bow strongly- Ihave recommended Mr. Marshall's
Treatise on Sanctification, in the second volume of my Tlieron and
Aspasio. It has been eminently blessedto my own soul :there is no
religious treatise which I
read, wÿiich does me morejgopd. Pray, be
so kind as execute what you proposed. Shew me how Mr. Mar¬
shall's method may be improved > fijr Iwould gladly tread in his
steps on this account, as well as on others. Any apparent obscurity
in his third and fqurth Direction, sayS ho, Letter ITS, does not arise
from any improper manner of treating the subjectÿ but from the nyttuiout nature of ihe snhjects themselves. The remarkably Instruc¬
tive method of the Directions, says he, laid down by Mr. Iÿarsham
(than whom no man, perhaps, was ever better acquainted with the
human heart) for the effectual practice of holiness, as laid down
illustrated by him, is trilly admirable. §
The following is Mr. Hervey's' intended plan of such improvement
of Mrÿ Marshall's' Treatise as he judged might answer the end ;
where, by changing the fourteen Dirediont, into the forth of 4tter-

*

ancÿ

tiont, or Propositions, the strongest objections are ehtrvated.*

ASSERTION I. .
That practice and manner of life, which the scripture calls holt
'

s'

..

ness, righteousness, or godljness, Obedience, true religion, is not it¬
tinned by our most"re«olved endeavours, but is given tÿrOugh theknowledge of hint that has called us to glory and virtue.

AuerU II. No man can love.G«l till he knows him, nor till heknows him tq be hit everlastipg,friend. -Therefore, 'die spring' of
true holiness, is a well-rounded persua.* :oh of ow reconciliation.

...
*

.

.

_

.

.

See Mr,Hervey's Works, Vol. IV.p. 4ÿ9—4?2r
-•
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with God, and of our future enjoyment of the everlasting' heavenly
happiness, and for sufficient strength given in him for all that he
calls us unto.
'''
Assert. IIL These endowments, so necessary to the obedience" of
love, are continued in the fulness ofClirist, and are enjoyed only by
• »
union and fellowship with him,
*
Assert. XV. The means or instruments whereby the Spirit of God,
accumplisheth our union with Christ, and our fellowship with flint
in all holiness, are the gospel, whereby Christ entpretlf into our,
hearts, begetteth us to the faith whereby we actually receive Cÿrisf
h'imaelfi with all bis fulness, unm the hppe of eternal life by binsAnd thus, by the influence of the spirit oftrujh, we uufeignedlybolieve the gospel, ami also believe on Christ, as hp ifj revealed, and
freely promised to us therein, for all his salvation.

Assert. V. The practice of true hplinessis not attained, by any en¬
deavours of our natural state, but is a hlessingofopr new state giverÿ
in Jesus Christy and partook of by, union and fellowship with Christy
through faith.
Assert. V|, Tltose that endeavour to perforin sincere obediencp to
all the commands of Christ, as the condition whereby they are tÿ
procure for themselves a right and title to salvation, apd a good,
ground on him for the sÿmp, do seek their salvation ty the worksof
tfie law, and not by the faitli of Christ, lie is revealed ip the gos¬
pel: and they shall never be able to periorm sincerely any ti-uehofy,
obedience by all such endeavours,

Assert. VII. We are not to imagine, that our hearty apd
ke changed fÿom sin to holiness, in any measure, befoyp \f f nwio
aa/ely venture to trust on Christ, for thp sure eiyoymynjÿhjipyeiy.
and bis salvation.
Assert. VIII. True hpliness of heÿ and

,
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tion, and the gift of the Holy Cbost. It is not therefore to be expcctcd, but in that order, as what accompanies saltation.

.Jtttrt. IX. It is only by the comforts cf die gospel, revealing a
just God and Saviour, that God works in us to will aid to do of his
good gleasure.
Attat. X. The comforts of tlie gospel, necessary to christian obe¬
dience, contain sufficient grounds of assurance of our salvation, not
because we believe, but in a way of immediate trust and confidence.
Therefore, instead of seeking other methods of peace and holiness,
we must endeavour to believe or trust on Christ confidently ; per¬
suading and assuring ourselves, accordingto the divine declarations,
that God freely gives to us an interest in Christ and his salvation,

according to his gracious promise*
«

,

,

Jtttrt. XL It is therefore belonging to the practical part of the
christian life,to maintain the same immediate trust and confidence,
in dependence on the divine faithfulness, not to suffer us to be confounded, that so our enjoyment of Christ, union and fellowship with
him, may be continued and increased in us.

Jtttrt. XII. The scripture calls upon Christians to walk no longer
according to the principles, or means of practice, that belong unto
(he natural or original state of man, but only according to that neve
state, giveii in Christ, which we receive by faith, and the principles.
and meant of practice, that properly belong thereunto ; and to strive.
to continue and increase in such a manner of practice.
jitttrt.

XIII. All ordinances of divine sppointment, for the estab¬

lishment and increase of our faith and love, are to be considered.
o»dy"in this 'way of believing in Christ, and walking in him, accord¬
ing to this new State given inhim.
Jtttrt.X IV, That we may be confirmed in holiness, only by be'"evirig iW Christ,1 and Walking in him by faith, according to the for• • - .MiiafWj 'we-iiriy tike encouragement from the great advan'
this way, and excellent properties of it.
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OPENED,

DIRECTION I.
TUaJ wÿnjay fcceeptaMy perform lite duties of Holiness, and Higlil.
eousoesB required in the law, our first ÿvork js, to learn the pow¬
erful and effectual means whereby we lhiiy attain to so great an
end.

EXPLICATION.
"

'

>

Tnia direction may serve instead of a preface, to prepare the understanding and attention of the reader for
those that follow. And,
First, It acquaiijteth you with the great end, for w hich
all those means are designed that are the principal sub¬
ject to be here treated of. The scape gf all isr to teach
you howr-,-,«mmay- attain to that practice and manner
of lireÿwhich we cajl holiness, righteousness, or godli¬
ness, obedience, true religion ; and which Godrequireth
of us in the larv particularly in the moral larv, summed
up in the ten commandments, and more briefly in these
two great commandments of love to God and our neigh¬
bour, Mat.' xxii. 37? 39. And more largely explained
throughout the holy scriptures. My work is, to shew
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how the duties of this law may be done, when they are

22

known : therefore expect not that Ishould delay nty
intent, - to help you to the knowledge of them, by any
large exposition of them ; which is a work already per¬
formed in several catechisms and commentaries. Yet,
that you may not miss the mark", for want of discerning
it, take notice, in a few words, that the holiness-which
1would bring you to is spiritual, Rom. vii. 14. It con*
® sists not only in external works of piety and charity., but
s in tÿe holy thoughts, imaginations, and affections of the
soul, and chiefly in love'; from whence all other .good .
works must flow, or . else they are not acceptable- to
God, not only in refrainingthe' execution of sinful lusts,
but in longing and delighting to do the will of God,
and in a cheerful obedience to God, without repining,
fretting, grudging at any duty, as if it were a grievousÿ
yoke and burden to you.
I.
Take notice further, that; the law, which is your mark*
is exceeding broad, Psa. cxix. 96 ; and yet not the more
easy to be hit; because you must aim to hit it, in every
duty of it, with a performance of equal breadth, or else
you cannot hit it at all, Jam. ii. 10. The Lord is not
at all loved with that love that is due to him as Lord of
all, if he be not.loved with all our heart, spirit, and
might. We are to love every thing in him, hisjusticet
/'ialiness,sovereign authority,all-seeing eye, and all his
decrees, commands,judgments , and all his doings. We
are to love him, not only better than other things, but
singly, as only good, the fountain of allgoodness ; and
to reject all fleshly and worldly, enjoyments, even our
own lives, as if live hated them, when they stand in com¬
petition with our enjoyment of him? or our duty towards
him. We must love him so as to yield ourselves wholly
up to. his constant service in all things, and to his dis¬
posal of us, as our absolute Lord, whether it be for
prosperity or adversity, life or death. And, for his
sake, we are to love our neighbour, eyen all mien,
whether they be friends or foes to us ; and so do to
them in all tilings, that concerncth their honour, life,

logle
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chastity, worldly wealth,-credit, and content, whatever
we would that men should do to us in the like condition,
Mat;'vil. 12. This spiritual universal obedience is the
great end, to the attainment whereof Iam directing
jbu. And that you may. not' reject mine enterprize as
impossible, observe, that the most Ipromise is no more
than an acceptable performance of those duties of the
law, such as our gracious merciful God will certainly
delight in, and be pleased with, during our state of im¬
perfection in this world, and such as will end in perfec¬
tion Of holiness, and all happiness in the world to
'
come.
Before Iproceed farther, stay your thoughts a while
in the contemplation of the great dignity and excellency
of these duties of the law, that you may aim at
the performance of them, as your end, with so high an
esteem, as may cast an amiable lustre upon the ensuing
discovery of the means.' The principal duties of love,
to God above all, and to taeh other, for his sake, from
whence all the other duties low are so excellent, that
1cannofimagine any more noble wdrk for the holy an¬
gels in their glorious sphere. They are the chief Works
for which we were 'first framed in the image of God,
engraved Upon man in the first 'creation, and for which
that beautiful image is renewed upon us in our new crea¬
tion and sanctificatioh by JeSus Christ, and shall be per- fected in our glorification. They are works which de¬
pend not merely on the sovereignty of the wife of God,
t6 be commanded or Forbidden, or left indifferent, of
changed, or abolished at his pleasure, as other works
that belong either" to the judicial or ceremonial' law, or
to the means of salvation prescribed by the gospel ; but
they are, in'their own nature, holy,just, andgood, Rom.
vii. 12 ; and meet for us to perform, because of our
natural relation to our Creator and fellow creatures ; so
that they will havfe an inseparable dependence upon' the
holiness and Wife of God, and ah indispensable establish¬
ment thereby. They are works sufficient to render the
performers holy m all manner of conversation, by the
'
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fruits which they bring forth, if no other duties hadÿ
ever been commanded ; and by which the psrformace;
of ail other duties is sufficiently established as soon av
they are commanded ; and without which, there can
be. no holiness of heart and life imagined ; and to which
it was one great honour of . Mosaical, and is now of,

evangelical ordinances, to be subservient for the per¬
formance of them, as means which shall cease when
their end,thiyiever-failing.charity, is;perfectly attainedÿ
lCor. xiii. They are duties which we were naturally,obliged to, by that reason and understanding which
God gave to man at his first creation, to discern what
was just and meet for him to do, and to which even
heathens are still obliged, by the light of nature, with
out any written law, or supernatural revelation, Rom.
iv. 14, 15. Therefore they are called natural religion :
and the law that requireth them, is called the naturfil
law, and also the moral law ;because the manners of
all men, infidels as well as christians, ought to be con¬
formed to it, (and,if they had been fully conformable,
they would not have come short of eternal happiness,
Mat. v. 19; Luke x. 2 7, 28.) under the penalty of the
wrath of God for. the violation of it. This is the true
morality which God approveth of, consisting in a con¬
formity of allour actions to the moral law. And, if
those that jn these days, contend so highly for mortal¬
ity, do understand no other than this, Idare join with
them in asserting, that the best morally honest man is
the greatest saint ; and that morality is the principal
part of true religion, and the rest of all other parts, with¬
out which faith is dead, and all other religious perform¬
ances are a vain shew, and mere hypocrisy. For the
faithful and true witness haih testified, concerning
the two great moral commandments of love to God, and
Our neighbour, that there is none other commandment
greater than these, and that on them " hang all the law
and the prophets," Mat. xxii. 36 40. Mark xii. 31.
The second thing contained in this introductory direc¬
tion is the necessity of learning the powerful and effec-

—
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tual means, whereby this great and excellent end may
be accomplished, and of making this the first work to be
done, before we can expect success in any attempt for
the attainment of it.
This is an advertisement very needful; because many
are apt to skip over the lesson concerning the means
(that will fill up this whole treatise) as superfluous and
useless. When once they know the nature and excel¬
lency of the duties of the law, they account nothing
wanting but diligent performance; and they rush blind¬
ly upon immediate practice, making more haste than
good speed. They are quick in promising, Kxod. xix.
ÿ8.
" all that the Lord hath spoken we will do," without *
sitting down and counting the cost. They look upon ,
holiness as onlyjhft means of-an-end of eternal salva- ÿ
tion :not as an end itself requireth any great means for
attaining the practice of it. The inquiry of most, when
they begin to have a sense bf religion, is, " what good
may have eternal life ?" Mat- xix.
thing shall 1do that I
be enabled to do any thing that is
19 ; not, how shall I
good ? Tea, many that are accounted powerful preach¬
ers, spepd all their zeal in the earnest pressing the im¬
mediate practice of the law, without any discovery of
thfe effectual means of performance :as if the works of
righteousness were like those servile employments that
need no skill and artifice at all, but industry and activity.
That you may not stumble at die threshold of a religious
fife, by this common oversight, Ishall endeavoar to
make you sensible, that it is riot enough for you to know
the matter and reason of your duty, but that you are
also to learn the powerful and effectual means of per- fbrmance, before you can successfully apply yourselves
shall lay
to immediate practice. And, for this end, I
before you the considerations following.
1st. We are all, by nature, void of all strength and „
ability to perform acceptably that holiness and righte¬
ousness which the law requireth, and are u dead in
trespasses and sins," and " children of wrath," by the
sin of our first father, Adam, as the scripture witnessC
Digitized by
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eth, Rom. v. 12, 15,18, 19. Eph. ii. 1, 2, 3. Rom. viii.
7, 8. This doctrine to original sin, which Protestants
generally profess, is a firm basis and ground-work to
the assertion now to be proved, and to many other as¬
26-

sertions Inthis whole discourse. If we believe it to be
true, we cannot rationally encourage ourselves to at¬
tempt a holy practice, until we are acquainted with
some powerful and effectual meaivs to enable us for it.
While man continued upright in the image of God, as
he was at first created, Eccl. vii. 19.Gen. i. 27, he could
do the will of God sincerely, as soon as he knew it ;but
when he wan fallen, he was quickly afraid, because of
his nakedness ; but could not help it at all, until God
discovered to him the means of restoration, Gen. iii.
10,15. Say to a strong healthy servant, "go, and he
goeth : come, andhe cometh : do this,'and he doeth it :"
but a bed-ridden servant must know first how he may
be enabled. No doubt the fallen angels knew the ner

cessity of holiness, arid trembled at the guilt of their
•in : But they knew of no means fdt them to attain to
holiness effectually, and so continue still in their wick¬
will go
edness. It was in vain for Sampson to say, " I
<mt as at other times, and shake myself," when he had
sinned away his Strength; Judg. xvi. 20. Men shew
themselves strangely forgetful, or hypocritical, in pro¬
fessing original' sin in their prayers, catechisms, and
confessions of faith ; and yet urging upon themselves
and*others the practice of the law, without the con¬
sideration of any strengthening, enlivening means : as
if there were no' want of ability, but only of activity.
2d. Those that doubt of, or deny the doctrine of
(Original sin, may all of diem know concerning them¬
selves (if their consciences be not blind) that the exact
justice of God is against them, arid they are under the
curse of God, and sentence of death, for their actual
sins, if God should enter into judgment with them,
Rom. i. 32. ii. 2. iii.9. Gal. iii. 10. Is it possible for
a man that knoweth this to be his case, and hath not
learned any means of getting out of if, to practice the

,y
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law immediate!}', to love God and every thing in him,
his justice, holiness, and power, as well as his mercy,
and to yield himself willingly to the disposals of God,
though God should inflict sudden death upon him ? Is
there no skill or artifice required in this case, to en¬
courage the fainting soul to the practice of universal
obedience ?
3d. Though Heathens might know much of the
w orks of the law by the common light of natural rea¬
son, and understanding, Rom. ii. 14. yet the effectual
means of performance cannot be discovered by that
light, and therefore are wholly to be learned by the
teaching of supernatural revelation. For what is our
natural light, but some sparks and glimmerings of that
which was in Adam before the fall ; and even then, in
its brightest meridian, it was not sufficient to direct
Adam, how to recover ability to walk holily, if once he
should lose it by sin ; nor assure him before hand, that
God should vouchsafe to him any means of recovery.
God had sent nothing but death before his eyes in case
of transgression, Gen. ii. 17. and therefore he hid him¬
self from God, when the shame of bis nakedness
appeared, as expecting no favour from him. We are
like sheep gone astray, and know not which way to re¬
turn, until we hear the Shepherd's voice. "Can these
dry bones live" to God in holiness? "O Lord,thou knowest
and we cannot know it, except we learn it of thee.
4th. Sanctification, whereby our hearts and lives
are conformed to the law, is a grace of God, communicated to us by means, as well as justification ; and by
means of teaching, and learning something that we can¬
not see without the word, Acts xxvi. 17, 18. There
are several things pertaining to life and godliness,
that are given through knoxvledge, 1 Pet. i. 2, 3. This
is a form of doctrine made use of by God, to make peo¬
ple free from sin, and servants of righteousness, Rom.
vi. 17, 18i and there are several pieces of the whole
armour of God necessary to be known and put on, that
we may stand against sin and Satan in the evil day,
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Eph. vi. 13. Shall we slight and overlook the way of
sanctification, when the learning the way of justification
28

« *ÿ

hath been accounted worth so many elaborate trea¬
•
tises ?
5th. God hath given, in the holy scriptures, by his
inspiration, plentiful instruction in righteousness, "that
we hiay be thoroughly furnished for every good work,**
2 Tim. iii. 16, IT. especially since "the day-spring from
on high hath visited us," by the appearance of the Lord
Jesus Christ, " to guide our feet in the way of peace,"
Luke i. 78, 79. If God condescend to us so very low, to
teach us this way in the scripture, and by Christ, it
must needs be greatly necessary for us, to sit down at
his feet and learn it.
6th. The way of attaining to godliness is so far from
being known without learningjautxif the holy scriptures,
that, when it is here plainly revealed, we cannot learn
it so easily as the dutes of the law ; which are known
in part by the light of nature, and therefore the more
easily assented to. It is the way whereby the dead are
brought to live unto God ; and therefore doubtless it is
far above all the thoughts and conjectures of human
wisdom. It is the way of salvation, wherein God will
"destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing
the understanding of the prudent," by discovering
things by his Spirit, that "the natural man receiveth not ;
for they are foolishness to him neither can he know them
because they are spiritually discerned," 1 Cor. i. 19. 3l.
and ii. 14. " without controversy, great is the mystery
of godliness," 1Tim. iii. 16. The learning of it requireth double work ; because we' must unlearn many
of our former deeply rooted notions, and "become fools,
that we may be wise." We must pray earnestly to the
I.ord to teach us, as well as search the scriptures, that
we may get this knowledge. "©'that my ways were
directed to keep thy statutes ! Teach me, O Lord,the
way of thy statutes ; and Ishall keep it unto the end,"
j'sal. cxix. 5, 33. "Teach me to do thy will," cxliii. lO.
The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God," 2

"
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Thess. iii. 5- Surely these saints did not so much want
teaching and directions concerning the duties of the law
to be done, as concerning the way and means whereby
they might do them.
7th. The certain knowledge of these powerful and
effectual means, is of greatest importance and necessity
for our establishment in the true faith, and avoiding er¬
rors contrary thereunto ; for we cannot rationally doubt,
that the moral duties of love to God and our neighbour,
are absolutely necessary to true religion, so that it can¬
not subsist without them. And, from this principle we
may firmly conclude, that nothing repugnant to the prac¬
tice of. these holy duties, ought to be received as a point
of faith, delivered to us by the most holy God ; and
that whatsoever is truly necessary, powerful, and effec¬
tual, to bring us to the practice of them, ought to be
believed as proceeding from God, because it hath the
image of his holiness and righteousness engraven upon
it. This is a sure test and touchstone, which those that
are seriously religious will use, to try spirits and theii
doctrines, whether they be of God or no ; and they can¬
not rationally approve any doctrine as religious, that is
not according to godliness,. 1 Tim. vi. 3.. By this
touchstone Christ proveth his doctrine to be of God,
because therein he seeketh the glory of God, John vii.
17, 18. Aind he teacheth us to know false prophets by
their fruits,. Mat. vii. 15, 16.. wherein the fruits which
their doctrine tendeth unto,are especially to be consider¬
ed. Hence it appeareth, that until we know what are
the effectual means of holiness, and what not, we want
a necessary touchstone of divine truth, and may be
easily deceived by false doctrine, or brought to live in
mere suspense concerning the truth of any religion, like
the seekers. And if you mistake, and think those
things to be effectual that are not, and those that are
effectual to be weak,, or of contrary effect, your error
in this will be a false touchstone to try other doctrines,
whereby you will readily approve of errors, and refuse
the truth; which hath been a pernicious occasion of
y
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many errors in religion in late days.—-Get but a true
touchstone, by learning this lesson, and you will be
able to try the various doctrines of Protestants, Papists,
Arminians, Socinians, Antinominians, Quakers : and
to discover the truth and cleave to it, with much satis¬
faction to your judgment, amongst all the janglings and
controversies of these times.—-Hereby you may dis¬
cover, whether the Protestant religion, established a
inong us, hath in it any sinews of Antinomianism
whether it be guilty of any insufferable defect in prac¬
tical principles, and deserves to be altered, and turned
almost upside down, with new doctrines and methods ;
as some learned men, in late times, have judged by
their touchstones. •' •
>
8th. It is also of great importance and necessity for
out establishment m hohj practice ; for we cannot apply
ourselves to the practice of holiness, with hope of suc¬
cess, except we have some faith concerning the divine
assistance ;which we have no ground- to expect, if we use not such means as God hath appointed to work by,
" God meeteth these that remember him in his own
ways," Isa. lltiv. 5. and "makes a breach upon diem
that seek him not after the dueorder," 1Chron- xv. -1&.
fie hath chosen and ordained such means of sinetification and salvation, as are for his own glory, ahd those
only he blesseth to us ; and he crowneth no man that.
striveth, except he strive lawfully, 2 Tim ii. 5.
Experience sheweth plentifully, both of heathens and
christians, how pernicious ignorance, or mistaking of
these effectual means, is to a holy practice. The hea¬
thens generally fell short of an acceptable performance
of these duties of the law which they knew, because of
their igporance in this point : 1, Many christians content themselves with external performances because
they never knew how they might attain to spiritual ser¬
vice. 2. And many reject the way of holiness as aus¬
tere and unpleasant, because they knew not how to cut
off a right hand, or pluck out a right eye, without in¬
tolerable pain ; whereas they would find " the ways of

-
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wisdom (if they knew them) to be ways of pleasantness
and all her paths peace-," Prov. iii. 17. This occasioneth the putting off repentance from time to time, as an
Uncouth thing. 3. Many 'others set upon the practice
of holiness with a fervent zeal, and run very fast ; but
tread not a step in the right way ;and finding themselves
freqiiendy disappointed and overcome by their lusts,
they at list give over the work, and turn to wallow
again in the mire : which hath occasioned several trea¬
tises, to shew how far a reprobate may go in the way
of religion; whereby many weak saints are discouraged,
accounting, that these reprobates have gone farther than
themselves : whereas most of them never knew the
right way, nor trode one step right in it ; for, " few
there be that find it." Mat. vii. 14. 4. Some • of. those
ignorant zealots do inhumanly macerate their bodies
with fasting, and other austerities, to kill their lusts ;
and, when they see -their lusts are still too hard for them,
they fall into despair, and are driven by horror of conseience,-to make way with themselves wickedly, to the
S&uidaf of :religion. Peradventure God may bless my
discovery of the powerful means of holiness so far, as
to save . some one or other from -killing themselves.-—
And such a fruit its this would countervail my labour ;
though I
hope, God will enlarge the hearts of ltaany by
it, to nm with great cheerfulness, joy, and thanksgiving
in the ways of his commandments.
Sbi** #?'-• >
*
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DIRECTION II.

Several Endowments, and Qiialifications are necessary to enable usfor the immediate practice of the Law. Particularly, we must
have' an inclination and propensity of our hearts thereunto ; and
therefore we nwat .be well persuaded-a£ÿBK-l«conciliatw>u with

t3

"

end ofour fiUure eiyoyment oftiie cygrlaatibg hnavenly
happiness, and of sufficient strength both to will and to perform.
all duties ' acceptably,: until we come to the enjoyment of that
happiness.

EXPLICATIONThose means that are next to the attainment of the
'grind end mmed at, are first to be discovered, that we
jnay learn how to get them by other means, expressed
have named
an the following directions. Therefore I
here several quxt&ficatiorm and endowments that are neces¬
sary to make up that holy frame and state of the soul,
whereby it is furnished and enabled to practise the law
immediately, and that not only in the beginning, but
in the continuation of that practice. And therefore,
note diligently, that these endowments must continue
in.us during the present life, or else our ability for an.
holy life will be lost t and they must be before practice,
not in any distance of time, but only as the cause is
before the effect. Ido not say, that Ihave named
particularly all such necessary qualifications ; but this
much Idare say, that he that gaineth. these, may, by
the same means, gain any other that should be ranked
with them : and this is a matter worthy of. our seriousÿ
consideration 5 for few understand that any special en¬
dowments are required to furnish us for an holy prac¬
tice, more than for any voluntary actions. THie first
Adam had excellent endowments bestowed upon him
for an holy practice, when he was first created accord¬
ing to the image of God ; and the second Adam, had
endowments more excellent, to. enable him for a har¬
der task of obedience. And seeing obedience is growth
more difficult, by reason of the opposition and tempÿ
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tations that it meeteth with since the fall of Adam,
we that are to be imitators of Christ, had need
have very choice endowments, as Christ had ; at least
as good or something better than Adam had at first, as
our work is harder than his. " What king going to
make war against another king sitteth not down first,
and consulteth whether he be able, with ten thousand,
to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thou¬
sand ?" And shall we dare to rush into battle against
all the powers of darkness, all worldly terrors and al¬
lurements, and our own inbred domineering corrup- '•
tions, without considering whether we have sufficient
spiritual furniture to stand in the evil day ? yet many
content themselves with such an ability to will and do
*
their duty, as they would have to be given to men uni¬
versally ; whereby they are no better enabled for the
spiritual battle, than the generality of the world, that
lie vanquished under the wicked one ; and therefore
their standing is not at all secured by it. It is a hard
matter to find what this universal ability is, that so
many contend so earnestly for, of what it consisteth, by
what means it is conveyed to us, and maintained.
Bodily agility hath spirits, nerves, ligaments, and
bones to subsist by ; but this spiritual universal ability
seemeth to be some occult quality, that no sufficient ac¬
count can be given how it is conveyed, or of what it is
constituted. That none may deceive themselves, and
miscarry in their enterprizes for holiness, by depending
have here shewed four .
on such a weak occult quality, I
endowments, of which a true ability, for the practice
of holiness,must necessarily be constituted, and by which
it must subsist and be maintained ; Iintend to shew
afterwards, by what means they are given to us, and
whether the inclination or propensity here mentioned
be perfect or imperfect. And they are of such a mys¬
terious nature, that some who own the necessity of en¬
dowments, to frame them for holiness, are prone to
think, that less than these will serve ; and that some
of these frame us rather for licentiousness than holi-
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ness, as they are here placed before any actual perform¬
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ance of the moral law ; and that some things contrary
to diem would put us into a better frame for holiness.
Against all which surmises, Ishall endeavour such a

.
1

"

demonstration of these endowments particularly, as
may gain the assent of right reason ; insisting on them
in the same order wherein Ihave placed them in the
direction.
In the first place, Iassert, that an inclination and
propensity of heart, to the duties of the law, is neces¬
sary to frame and enable us for the immediate practice
of them. And I
mean not such a blind propensity as
inanimate creatures and brutes have to their natural
operations, but such a one as is meet for intelligent
creatures, whereby they are, by the conduct of reason,
prone and bent to approve and choose their duty, and
averse to the practice of sin. And therefore Ihave
intimated, that the three other endowments, mentioned
in the direction, are subservient to this as the chief of
'all, which is sufficient to make it a rational propensity.
Thin is -contrary to those, that, out of zeal for obedience, but not according to knowledge, contend so ear¬
nestly for free will, as a necessary and sufficient en¬
dowment to enable us to perform our duty, when once
we are convinced of it, and of our obligation to it ;
and who extol this endowment, as the great benefit that
univasal redemption hath blessed all mankind with ;'
jiÿghdhey consider this free will without any actual
gwSsMticin to good ; yea, they cannot but acknowledge
.tijity in most of mankind that have it, it is incumbered
j£|jjjh,4n actual bent and propensity of the heart alto.ggpher to evil. Such a free will as this is, can never free
us from slavery to sin and Satan, and fit us for the
.ÿg&£tjce of the law; and therefore is not worthy the
uggasnf those that contend so hotly for it. Neither is
tbfc- wdl so free as is necessary for the practice of holi¬
ness, until it be endued with an inclination and pro¬
pensity thereunto ; as may appear by the following ar¬
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First, The duties of the law are of such a nature,
that they cannot possibly be performed while there is
wholly an aversion, or mere indifferency of the heart
to the performance of them, and no good inclination
and propensity towards the practice of them, because
the chief of all the commandments is, to love the: Lord
with our whole heart, might and soul ; to love every
thing that is in him ; to love his will, and all his ways,
and to like them as good. And all duties must be_in_-_
fluenced, in their performance, by this love ; we must
delight to do the will of God ; it must be sweeter to
* us than the honey or honey comb, Psalm xl. 8. Job
xxxiii. 2. Psalm lxiii. 1. cxix. 20. and xix. 10. And
this love, liking, delights longing, thirsting, sweet rel¬
ishing, must be continued to the end ; and the first in¬
deliberate motion of lust must be regulated by love to
God and our neighbour ; and sin must be lusted
against, Gal. v. 17. and abhorred, Psalm xxxvi. 4.
If it were true obedience (as some would havefit) to
love our duty only as a market man loveth foul ways
to the market, or as a sick man loveth an unpleasant
medicinal potion, or as a captive slave loveth his hard
work for fear of a greater evil ; then it might be per¬
formed with averseness, or want of inclination ; but
we must love it, ap the market man gain, as the sick
man health, as pleasant meat and drink, as the captive
liberty. Doubtless there can be no power in the will
for this kind of service, without an agreeableness of
our inclination to the will of God, a heart according
to his own heart, an aversion of our hearts from sin,
and a kind of antipathy against sin ; for we know the
proverb, " Like loveth like." There must be an agree¬
ableness in the .person or thing beloved, to the disposi¬
tion of the lover. Love to God must flow from a clean
heart, 1 Tim. i. 5 ; a heart cleansed from evil propensities and inclinations. And reason will tell us that
the first motions of lust which fall not under our choice
and deliberations, cannot be avoided withotit a fixed
• propensity of the heart to holiness.
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Second, The image of God (wherein God, accord¬
ing to his infinite wisdom, judged it meet to frame the
first Adam in righteousness, and true holiness and up¬
rightness, Gen. i. 27. Eph. iv. 24. Eccles. vii. 29.)
consisted in an actual bent and propensity of heart to
the. practice of holiness: not in_a_ mere power of will
to choose good or evil ; for this in itself, is neither holy
nor unholy, But' only a ground work, on which either
the image of God, or of Satan may be drawn : nor in
an indifference of propensity to the choice of sin or
duty ; for this wicked disposition in an intelligent crea¬
ture that knQweth his duty, and fitteth us only to halt
hetween God and Baal. God set Adam's soul at first
wholly in a right bent and inclination, though Adam
might act contrary to it, if he would ; as we may be
prevailed upon to do some things contrary to our natu¬
ral inclinations : and it is easy to fail of our duty,
though great preparation and furniture be required for
the performance, of it. The second Adam also, the
Lord Jesus Christ, was born an holy thing, Luke i. 35.
with a holy disposition of his soul, and propensity to
goodness. And can we reasonably hope to arise to the
life of holiness, from which the first Adam fell, or to
be imitators of Christ, since duty is made so difficult by
the fall, if we be not renewed in a measure according
to the same .image of God,, and enabled with such a
propensity and inclination ?
3d. Origirtjd .corruption (whereby we are dead to
God and godliness from the birth, and made willing
slaves to the performance of aH actual sins, until the Son
of God make us free) consisteth in a propensity and in¬
clination of the heart to sin, and averseness to holiness.
Without this propensity to sin, what can that " law of
sin in our members be, that wateth against the law of
our mind, and leadeth us captive to the service of sin ? "
Rom. vii. 23. What is that poison in us, for which
men may be called serpents, vipers ? What is that spirit
of whoredoms in men, by reason of which they will not
frame their doings to turn to God ? Hos. v. 4. How is
36

®

n

y

Google

OF SAXCTIFICATIOX.

37

first corrupt, and then its fruit coirupt ? Matth.
the
xii. 33. How can man be said to be abominable and fil¬
thy, that drinketh iniquity like water ? Job xv. 16. How
should the mind of the flesh be continual enmity to the
law of God ? Horn. xiii. 7. Iknow there is also a blind¬
ness of understanding, and other thipgs belonging to
original corruption,which conduce to this evil propensity
of the will ; but yet this propensity itself is the gfeat'
evil, and indwelling sin, which produceth all actual sins ;
and must of necessity be removed or restrained, by re¬
storing the contrary inclination, wherein the image of
God consisteth j or else we shall be backward and re¬
probate to every good work, and whatever freedom
the will hath, it shall be employed only in the service
of sin.
tree

Fourth. God restoreth his people to holiness, by giv¬
ing to them " a hew heart, and a new spiritÿ and taking
away the heart of stone out of their flesh, and giving
them an heart of flesh," Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27 ; and he
circumciseth their heart to' love him with their whole
heart and sOul. And he requireth, that we should be
transformed " in the renewing of our mind, that we
may prove what is his acceptable will," Roim xii. 2,
and David prayeth for the same end, " that God would
create in him a clean heart, and renew a right spirit
within him," Psal. li. 10. If any one can judge, that
this new, clean, circumcised heart, this heart of flesh,
this new right spirit, is such a one as'hath no actual in¬
clination and propensity to good, but only a power to
choose goodor evil, undeservedly called a free-will, with
a present inclination to evil, or an indifference of pro¬
pensity to both contraries, it will not be worth my labour
to convince such a judgment : only let him consider,
whether David could account such a heart to be clean
and right when he prayed, Psal. cxix. 36. " Incline
mine heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousÿ
ness."
The second endowment necessary to enable u«

for the immediate practice of holiness, and concurring
D
,
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<o with the two others that follow, to work in us a rational
38

propensity to this practice, is that we be well persuaded
of our reconciliation-with God. We must reckon, that
the breach of amity which sin hath made between God
and us, is made up by.a firm reconciliation to his love
and favour. And herein I
include the great benefit of
justification, as the means whereby we are reconciled to
Goi, which as described in scripture, either by forgiv¬
ing our sins,or by the imputation of righteousness to us,
Rom. iv. 5, 6, 7. because both are contained in one and
the same justifying act ; as one act of illumination com¬
prehends expulsion of darkness, and introduction of
light, one act of repentance containeth mortification of
sin, and vivification to righteousness ; and every motion
from any thing to its contrary, is but one and the same,
though it may be expressed by divers names, with res¬
pect either to the two contrary terms, the one of which
is abolished, the other introduced by it. 'Phis is a great
mystery (contrary to the apprehensions, not only of
the vulgar, but of some learned divines) that we must
be reconciled to God, and justified by the remission of
pur sins, and imputation or righteousness, before any
sincere obedience to the law; that we maybe enabled for.
the practice of it. They account, that this doctrine
tendeth to the subversion of a holy practice, and is a
great pillar of Antinomianism ;and that the only way
to establish sincere obedience, is to make it rather a
condition to be performed before all actual justification,
and reconciliation with God. Therefore some late di¬
vines hjave thought fit to bring the doctrine of former
Protestants concerning justification to their anvil, and
to hammer it into another form, that it might be more
free from Antinomianism, and effectually to secure a
. holy practice. But their labour is vain and pernicious,
tending to Antinomian profaneness, or painted hypocri¬
sy at best ; neither can the true practice of holiness be
secure, except the persuasion of our justification and re¬
conciliation ÿwith God, be 'first obtained "without the
works of the law, that we may be enabled thereby to do:
f

.

Digitized by fjooole

ÿ

•

*

OF SAXCTTFICATION.
39
them, as Ishall now prove by several arguments : in¬
tending also to shew, in the following directions, that
such a persuasion of the love of God, as God giveth to
his people, tendeth only to holiness, though a mispersuasion of it be, in many, an occasion of licentiousness.
First. When the first Adam was framed for the prac¬
tice of holiness at his creation, he was highly in the fa¬
vour of God, and had no sin imputed to him, and he
was accounted righteous in the sight of God, according
to his present state ; because he was made upright ac¬
cording to God's image. And there is no reason to
doubt but that these qualifications were his advantage
for a holy practice, and the wisdom of God judged
them good for that end : and, as soon as he lost them,
He became dead in sin. The second Adam also, in our
nature, was the beloved of the Father, accounted righ¬
teous in the sight of God, without the imputation of any
sin to him, except what his office was to bear on the be¬
half of others. Aid can we reasonably expect to be
imitators of Christ, by performing more difficult obedi¬
ence than the first Adam's was before the fall ; except
the like advantages be given to us, by reconciliation and
- remission of sins, and imputation of a righteousness
given by God to us, when we have none of our own ?
Second. Those that know their natural deadness un¬
der the power of sin and Satan, are fully convinced,
that if God leave them to their own hearts, they can do
nothing but sin ; and that they can' do no good work,
except it please God, of his great love and mercy, to
work it in them, John viii. 36. Phil. ii. 13. Rom. viii.
7, 8. Therefore, that they may be encouraged and ra¬
tionally inclined to holiness, they must hope that God
leave it to consi¬
will work savingly in them. Now, I
derate men to judge, whether such a hope can be well
grounded, without a good persuasion of such a reconci¬
liation and saving love of God to us, as depends not
upon any precedent goodness of our works, but is a
cause sufficient to produce them effectually in us ? Yea,
we know further (if we know ourselves sufficiently) that
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our death in sin proceeded from the guilt of the first sjn
of Adam, and the sentence denounced against it, Gen.
ii. 17. and that it is stillmaintained in us by the guilt of
.sin, and the curse of the law ; and that spiritual life will'
never be given us, to fiye us from that dominion, except
this guilt and curse be removed from us ;which is done
by actual justification, Gal. iii. 13, 14* Rom. vi. 14.
And this is sufficient to make us despair of living to
God in holiness, while we apprehend ourselves to be
.under the curse and wrath of God, by reason of our

transgressions and sins still lying upon- us, Ezek.
xxxiii. 10.
Third. The nature of the duties of the law is such, as
requireth an apprehension of our reconciliation with
God, and his hearty love and favour towards us for the
doing of them- The great duty is love to God with
their whole heart, and not such a contemplative love as
philosophers may have to the object of sciences, which
they are concerned in no further than to please their
.fancies in the knowledge of them ; but a practical love,
whereby we are willing that God shoukTbe absolute
Lord and governor over us and all the world, to dispose
in us and all others according to his will, as to our tem¬
poral and everlasting condition, and that he should be
the only portion and happiness of all those that are hap¬
py j a love whereby we like every thing in him as he is
our Lord j his justice as well as any other attribute,
without' wishing or desiring that he were better than he
is ; and whereby we desire that his will be done upon
us, and all others, whether prosperity or adversity, life
or death ;and whereby we can heartily praise him for
all things, and delight in our obedience to him, in do¬
ing his will, though we suffer that which is ever~so
grievous to us, even present death. Consider these
things well, and you may easily perceive, that our spi¬
rits are not in a fit frame for the doing of them, while
we apprehend outselves under the curse and wrath of
God, or while we are under prevailing suspicions that
God will prove an enemy to us at last. Slavish fear
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may extort some slavish hypocritical performances froni
us, such as that of Pharaoh in letting the Israelites go,
sore against his will : but the duty of love cannot be
extorted and forced by fear, but it must be won, and
sweetly allured by an apprehension of God's love and
goodness towards us ; as that eminent, loving, and be¬
loved disciple testifieth, 1 Johniv. 18, 19. " There is
no fear in love, but perfect love casteth out fear, be¬
cause fear hath torment : he that feareth is not made
perfect in love. We love him, because he first loved
us." Observe here, that we cannot be beforehand with.
God in loving him, before we apprehend his love to us.
And consult your own experience, if you have any true
love to God, whether it were not wrought in you by a
sense of God's love first towards you ?- All the good¬
ness and excellency of God cannot render him an amia¬
ble object to us, except we apprehend him an agreeable
good to us. Iquestion not but the Devils know the
excellency of God's nature, as well as our greatest
metaphysical speculators ;and this doth but fill them the
more with tormenting horror and trembling, that is
contrary to love,.James ii. 19. The greater God's ex¬
cellency and perfection is, the greater evil he is to us,
if he hate us and curse us. And therefore the princi¬
ple of self-preservation deeply rooted in our natures,
hindereth us from loving that which we apprehend as
our destruction. If a man be any enemy to us, we can
love him for the sake of our loving reconciled God,
because his love will make man's hatred to work for
our good ;but if God himself be our enemy, for whose
sake can we love him ?. who is there that can free us
from the evil of his enmity and turn it to our advantage,
until he be pleased to reconcile himself to us ?
Fourth.. Our conscience must of necessity be "first
purged from dead works, that we may serve the living
God. And this is done by actual remission of sin, pro¬
cured by the blood of Christ, and manifested to our
consciences, as appeared by Christ's dying for this end,
Heb. ix. 14, 15, and x. 1,2, 14, 17, 22. That conscience
D2
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whereby we judge ourselves to be under , the guilt

4»

of sin, and the wrath of God1, is accounted an evilconscience in scripture, though it perform its office truly ;
because it is caused by the evil of sin, and will itself be
a cause of our committing more sin, until it can judge
us to be justified from all sin, and received into the fa¬
vour of God. Love, which is the end of the law, must
proceed from a good conscience, as well as from any
other, cleanness of heart, 1 Tim. i. 5. David's inouth
could not be opened to shew forth the praise of God,
until he was delivered from blood guiltiness, Psal. li.
14,15. This evil, guilty conscience, whereby we judge
that God is our enemy, and that his justice is,against ,
us to our everlasting condemnation, by reason of our
sins, doth strongly maintain and increase the dominion
of sin and Satan in lis, and working most mischievous
effects in the- soul against godliness, even to bring thesoul to hate God, and to wish there were no God, no
heaven, no hell, so we might escape the punishment.
due to us. It so disaffecteth people toward God, that
they cannot endure to think, or speak, or hear of him
and his law ;but striv'e rather to put him out of their.
minds, by fleshly pleasures and worldly employments.And thus they are alienated from all true religion, only;
blinding it and stopping the mouth of it. It producetk,
zeal in many outside religious performances, and also
false religion, idolatry and the most- inhuman supersti¬
tion in the world, f have often considered, by what
manner of working any sin could effectually destroy tKe
whole image of God in the first; Adam ;and Iconclude,,
..if was by working first an evil guilty conscience in.
him, whereby he judged that the just God was against
him, and cursed him for that one sin. And thjs was
enough to work a shameful nakedness by disorderly
lusts, a turning his love wholly from ,God to the crea¬
ture, and a desire to be hidden from the presence of.
God, Gen. iii. 8, 10, which was a total destruction of.
the image pf God's holiness. And we have cause. tcy
j»dge, that from the same cause proceedeth the conti—
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aual malice, rancour, rage and blasphemy of the Devil,
and many notorious wicked men, against God and god¬
liness. Some may think Job uncharitable in suspect¬
ing, not merely that his sons had sinned, but that they
had been so abominably wicked as to curse God in
their hearts, Job i. 5. But Job well understood, that
if the guilt of any ordinary sin lies upon the conscience,
it will make the soul to wish secretly, that God was
not, or that he were not so just a judge ; which is a se¬
cret cursing of God, that cannot be avoided, until our
conscience be purged from the guilt of sin, by the of¬
fering of Christ for us, which was then figured out by
the burnt-offering of Job for his sons.
Fifth. God hath abundantly discovered to us, in his
word, that his method in bringing meri from sin to ho¬
liness of life, is, first to make them know that he-loveth
them, and that their sins are blotted out. When he
gave the ten commandments on mount Sinai, he first
discovered himself to be their God, that had given them
a sure pledge of his salvation, by their deliver}' from
Egypt, in the preface, Exod. xx. 2. And during all
the time of the Old Testament, God was pleased to
make the entrance into religion to be by circumcision ;
which was not only a sign, but also a seal of the righte¬
ousness of faith, whereby God justifieth people, while
they are considered as ungodly, Rom. iv. 11, 15. And
this seal was administered to children of eight days
old, before they could perform any condition of sincere
obedience, for their justification, that their furniture
for a holy pvactice might be ready beforehand. Fur¬
thermore, in the time of the Old Testament, God ap¬
pointed divers washings, and the blood of bulls ai.d
goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the unclean,
to prepare and sanctify them for other parts of his wor¬
ship in his tabernacle and temple : to figure out his
purging their consciences from dead works by the
blood of Christ, that they might serve the living God,
Heb. ix. 10, 13, 14, 22. This, Isay, was then figura¬
tive sanctilication, as the word sanctification is take*
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in a large sense, comprehending all things that ptepafl

®
*

us for the service of God, chiefly the remission of sin,
Heb. x. 10, 14, 18. Though if it be taken in a strict
sense, respecting only our conformity to the law, it

necessarily be placed after justification, accord¬
ing to the usual method of Protestant divines. God
also minded them "of the. necessity of purging away
their guilt first, that their service might be acceptable,
by commanding them to offer the sin-offering before
the burnt-offering, Let. v. 8. and xvi. 3, 11. And lest
the guilt of their sins should pollute the service of God,
notwithstanding all their particular expiations, Goa
was pleased to appoint a general atonement for all then?
sins one day every year, wherein the scape-goat was
to bear upon him all their iniquities into a land not
"inhabited,"
Lev. xvi. 22, 34. Under the Ne\y Testa¬
ment God fiseth the same method, in loving us first,
and washing us from our sins by the blood of Christ,
that he may make us priests, to offer the sacrifices of
praise, and all good Works to God, even the Father.!
He entereth us into his service, by washing away oursins in baptism : he feedeth and strengtheneth us for
his service by remission of sins, given to us in the1
•blood of Christ at the Lord's supper : he exhorteth uS
to obey him, because he hath already loVed us, and our
sins are already pardoned. " Forgive one anotherÿ
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. Be
ye therefore followers of God as dear- children : and;
walk in love, as Christ hath loved us," Eph. iv. 32and v. 1, 2. " Iwrite unto you, little- children, be¬
cause your sins are forgiven you for his name's sakeLove not the world, neither the things that are in the
might quote abundance of.
world," 1 Jo. ii. 12, 15. I
texts of the same nature. We may clearly see by all:
this, that God hath accounted it a matter of great im¬
portance, and hath condescended to take wonderful.
care in providing plentiful means, both under the Old;
and New Testament, that his people might be first.
ckansed from guilt and reconciled to himself, to fit
must
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them for the acceptable practice of holiness. Away
then with all the contrary methods of the new divinity.
The third endowment necessary to enable us for
the practice of holiness, without which, a persuasion of
our reconciliation with God would be of little efficacy
to work in us a rational propensity to it, is, that wre be
persuaded of our future enjoyment of the everlasting
heavenly happiness. This must precede our holy
practice as a cause disposing and alluring us to it.
This assertion hath several sorts of adversaries to op¬
pose it. Some account, that a persuasion of our owt»
future happiness, before we have persevered in sincere
obedience, tendeth to licentiousness ; and that the way
to do good works, is rather to make them a condition
necessary for the procuring of this persuasion. Others
condemn all works that we are allured or stirred up to
by the future enjoyment of the heavenly happiness, as
legal, mercenary, flowing from self-love, and not from
any pure love to God ; and they figure out sincere god¬
liness by a man bearing fire in one hand, to burn up
heaven, and water in the other to quench hell ; intimat¬
ing, that the true service of God must not proceed at
all from hope of reward, or fear of punishment, but
only from love, To establish the truth asserted, against
the errors that are so contrary to it, and to each other,
shall propose the ensuing considerations.
I
1. The nature 'of the duties of the law, is such, that
they cannot be sincerely and universally practised with¬
out this endowment. That this endowment must be
present in us, is sufficiently proved already, by all that I
have said concerning the necessity of the persuasion of
our firm reconciliation with God by our justification, to
prepare us for this practice ; because that includeth a
persuasion of this future happiness, or else it is of little
worth. All that I
have to add here, is, that sincere obe¬
dience cannot rationally subsist, except it be allured,
encouraged, and supported by this persuasion. Let me
therefore, suppose a Sadducee believing no happiness
after this life,.and put the question, can such a aneiovc
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God xvith his whole heart, might, andsoul ? "Will he not
think it reasonable, rather to lessen and moderate his
love towards God, lest he should be over much troubled
to part with him by death? We account it most reaisonable to sit loose in our affections from things that
we must part with. Can such a one be satisfied with
the enjoyment of God as his happiness ? will he not
rather account, that the enjoyment of God and all re¬
ligious duties, are vanities as well as other things ; be¬
cause in a little time we shall have no more benefit bjr
diem, than if they had .never been ? How can such a
one be willing to lay down his life for the sake of God,
when, by his death, he must part with God, as well as
with other things ? How can he willingly choose afflic¬
tions rather than sin, when he shall be more miserable itt
this life for it, and not at all happy hereafter ? I
grant,
if afflictions come unavoidably upon such a person, he
may reasonably judge, that patience is better for him
than impatience ; but it will displease him, that he is
forced to the use of such a virtue, and he will be prone
to fret and murmur at his creator, and .to wish he had
never been, rather than to endure such miseries, and
to be comforted only with vain transitory enjoyments.
I
think I
have said enough to shew how unfurnished
such a man is for holiness. And that he will burn
-up heaven, and quench hell, that he may serve
God out of love, doth thereby leave himself little bet¬
ter furnished than the Sadducee. The one denieth
them, the other will not have them at all to be consi¬
dered in this case.
2. The sure hope of the glory of heaven, is madfe
use of ordinarily by God since the fall of Adam, as an
encouragement to the practice of holiness, as the scrip¬
ture doth abundantly shew. Christ, the great pattern
of holiness, "for the joy that was set before him, en-,
dured the cross, despising the shame," Heb. xii. 2.-cannot say,' that the first Adam had such
And though I
a sure hope, to preserve him in innocency ; yet he had
instead of it, the present possession of an earthly pa-
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radise, and a happy estate in it, which he knew would
last, if ie continued in holiness, or be changed into a
better happiness. The apostles did not faint under af¬
fliction, because ihev knew that it wrought for them

'

"a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glorv,"
2 Cor. iv. 16, 17". The believing Hebrews u took joy¬

fully the spoiling of their goods, knowing in them¬
selves that they had in heaven a better and an enduring
substance," Heb. x. 34. The apostle Paul accounts
all his sutferings unprofitable, were it not for a glori¬
ous resurrection ; and that christians would be of all

men most miserable, and that the doctrine of the epi¬
cures were rather to be chosen ; " let us eat and drink,
for to-morrow we shall die." And he exorts the Co¬
rinthians to be " abundant in the work of the Lord,
knowing that their labour shall not be in vain in the
Lord," 1 Cor. xv. 58. As worldly hope keepeth the
world at tVork in their various employments; for God
givetli his people the hope of his glory, to keep them
close .to his service, Heb. vi. 11, 12. 1 John, iii. 3.
And jt is such a sure hope as shall never make them
ashamed, Rom. v. 5. Those that think it below the
excellency of their love, to work from a hope of a
heavenly reward, do thereby advance their love beyond
the love of the apostles and primitive saints, and even
of Christ himself.
3. This persuasion of our future enjoyment of
everlasting happiness cannot tend to licentiousness, if
we understand well, that perfect holiness is a necessary
part of that happiness, and that though we have but a
title to that happiness by free justification and adop¬
tion, yet we must go to the possession of it in a way of
2, 3. Neither is it legal or
holiness, 1 John iii.
mercenary, to be moved by this persuasion ; seeing the
persuasion itself is not gotten by the works of the law,
but by free grace through faith, Gal. v. 5. And if it
be a working from self-love ; yet, for certain, it is not
that carnal' self-love which the scripture condemneth as
the mother of sinfulness, 2 Tim. iii. 2 ; but a holy

THE GOSPEL MYSTERY
self-love, inclining us to prefer God above the flesh and
the word, such as God directeth us unto, when he exhortethusto save ourselves, Acts ii. 40. 1 Tim. iv. 16.
And it is so far from being contrary to the pure love of
God, that it brings us to love God more purely and en¬
tirely. The more good and beneficial we apprehend
God to us to all eternity, doubtless the more lovely
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God will be to us, and our affections will be the more

inflamed towards him. God will not be loved as a bar¬

ren wilderness, a land of darkness to as, neither will
he be served for nought, Jer. ii. 31. Isa. xiv. 19. He
would think it a dishonour to him to be owned by us as
our God, if he had not prepared for us a city, Heb. xi.
16. And he draweth us to love him by the cords of a
man, such cords as the love of man useth to be drawn
by, even by his own love tb us, in laying his benefits
before us, IIos. xi. 4. Therefore, the way for us to
keep ourselves in the love of God is to look for his
merey unto eternal life, Jude verse 21.
The last ENDowMEitV, for the same end as the for¬
mer, is, that we will be persuaded of sufficient strength
® both to will and. perform our duty acceptably, until we
cpme to the enjoyment of the heavenly happiness.—
This is contrary to the error of those that account it
sufficient, if we have strength to practise holiness, if
we will, or to will it, if we please ; and this is sufficient
strength which they earnestly contend for, as a great
benefit bestowed on all mankind by universal redemp¬
tion. It is also contrary to the error of those that think
the practice of godliness and wickedness to be alike
easy, excepting only some difficulty in the first altera¬
tions of vicious customs, apd in bearing persecutions,.
which they aacount to be a rare case ; smce the king¬
doms of die world have been brought to the profession
: of Christianity: or that think that God requireth of
men only to do their endeavour, that is what they can "'
do ; and it is nonsense to say they cannot do what they
pan do. According to their judgment, it is needless
to concern ourselves much about sufficient strength for
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against those errors, take these arguments.
1. We are by nature dead in trespasses and sins,
unable to will or to do any thing that is spiritually good,
notwithstanding the redemption that is by Christ until
we be actually quickened by Christ, Eph. ii. 1. Rom.
viii. 7, 8, 9. Those that are sufficiently enlightened
and humbled, know themselves to be naturally in this
case ; and that they do not only want executive power
to do good, but chiefly a heart to will it, and to be
pleased with it ; and that if God work it not in them
both to will and to do, they shall neither will nor do
any thing pleasing to him, Phil. ii. 13; and that, if we
leave them to their own corruption, after he hath be¬
gun the good work, they shall certainly prove vile
apostates ; and their latter end will be worse than their
beginning. We may conclude from hence, that who¬
soever can courageously attempt the practice of the
law, without being well persuaded of a sufficient power
whereby he may be enabled to be heartily willing, as
well as to perform when he is willing, until he hath
gone through the whole work of obedience acceptably :
such a one was never yet truly humbled and brought
to know the plague of his own heart ; neither doth he
truly believe the doctrine of original sin, whatsoever
formal profession he makes of it.
2. Those that think sincere conformity to the law,
in ordinary cases, to be so very easy, shew that they
neither know it nor themselves. Is it an easy thing
to wrestle, not against flesh only, but (t against prin¬
cipalities, powers and spiritual wickedness in high
places r" Eph. vi. 12. Is it an easy thing not to lust
or covet according to the tenth commandment ? The
apostle Paul found it so difficult to obey this com¬
mandment, that his concupiscence prevailed the more
by occasion of the commandment, Rom. vii. 7, 8. Our
work is not only to alter vicious customs, but to* mor¬
tify corrupt natural affections, which bred those cus¬
toms and not only to deny the fulfilling of sinful lusts,
E
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'but to be full of holy love and desires: yet even the
restraining'the execution of corrupt lusts, and crossing
them by contrary actings, is, in many cases, like " the
' cutting off a right hand. Or plucking out a right eye,"
Mat. v. 29, -30. 'If obedience be so easy, how came it
to pass that the"heathens generally did those things,

"

'

for whidh their own consciences condemned them as
worthy of death? Rom. i. 32; and that many among
us seek to enter into this 44 strait gate, and are not
able," Luke xiii. 24 j'and break so many vows and pur¬
poses of obedience, and fallback to theÿ practice of
their lusts, though, in the mean, time, the fears of eter¬
nal damnation press hard upon their consciences ? •
As to those that find persecution for religion to.be
so rare a thing, in late days, they have cause to be sus¬
pected that they are of the world, and therefore the
world laVeth its own; else they would find the national
profession of religion will not secure those that are
truly godly from several sorts of persecutions. And
'
suppose men do not persecute us for religion, yet there
is great difficulty in bearing great injuries from men
on other accounts, and losses, poverty, bodily pains,
'/ long diseases, and Untimely deaths, from the ordinary
providence of God, with such hearty love to 'God, and
to injurious men for his sake, and such a patient acqtiiescence in his will, as the law of God requireth. - 1
acknowledge that the work of God is easy and plea- sant to those Whom God rightly furnisheth with' en¬
dowments for it } but those that assert it to be easy to
men, in their common condition, shew their impruc'enee
-in contradicting the general experience of heathens and
-christians. Though' many duties do hot require much
"fabour of body or mind, and might be done with et&e,
if'we were willing, yet' it is easier. to remove a mertlhJainÿ than to move and incline the /heart to will and
'
need not concern myself
affect 'the doing of them. I
sufficient strength
.with' those' that account that all' have
. for, holy practice, because they ,tan do their endta< Vbuir/foatia-, what they can do j forÿod tequjreth-acÿ

'
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tual fulfilling of his- commands. What, if by our en¬
deavours we can do nothing in any measure according
to the rule, shall the law be put off with no perform¬
ance ? and shall such endeavours be accounted sufficient
holiness ? And what if we cannot so much as endeavour
in a right way? If a man's ability were the measure
of acceptable duty, the commands of the law would
signify very little.
3. The wisdom of God hath ever furnished people
with a good persuasion of a sufficient strength, that
they might be enabled both to will and to do their duty.
The first Adam was furnished with such a strength ;
and we have no cause to think that he was ignorant of
it, or that he needed to fear that he should be left to
his own corruptions, because he had them not in him,
until he produced'tliem in himself, by sinning against
strength : and when he had lost that strength, he could
not recover the practice of holiness, until he was ac¬
quainted with a better strength, whereby the head of
Satan should be bruised, Gen. iii. 15. Our Lord
Christ, doubtless, knew the infinite power of his Deity
to enable him for all that he was- to do and suffer in
our nature. He knew the Lord God would help him,
therefore he should not be confounded," Isa. i. 7.
"The
scripture assureth what plentiful assurance of
strength God gave to Moses,Joshua, Gideon, when he
called them to great employments : and to the Israel¬
ites, when he called them to subdue the land of Canaan.
Christ would have the sons of Zebedee to consider,
whether they were able " to drink of his cup, and to
be baptized with the baptism that he was to be baptiz¬
ed with," Mat. xx. 22. Paul encourageth believers to
the life of holiness, by persuading them that sin shall not
prevail to get the dominion over them, because " they
are not under the law, but under grace," Rom. iv. 13,
14. And he exhorteth them to " be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of his might, that they might be able
to stand against the- wiles of the Devil," Eph. vi. 10, 11.
John exhorteth believers, " not to love the world, nor
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the -things of the world," because they were " strong
apd'had overcome the wicked one," 1 John ii. 14, 15.
They that were called of God, heretofore, to work'
miracles, were first acquainted with the gift of power
to work them; and no wise man will attempt to do
them, without knowledge of the gift : even so, when
men that are dead in sin are called to do the works of a
holy life, which are in them great miracles, God make
eth a discovery of the gift of power unto them, that he
may encourage them, in a rational way, to such a worn1
derful enterprise. ,3
52
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The way to get holy endowments and qualification* necessary tp
frame and enable us lor the immediate practice of the luw, is to
receive them out of the fulness of Christ, hv fellowship with
. him : and that we may have this fellowship, we must be in Christ,
"and have Christ himself in us, by a mystical anion with him. *

EXPLICATION.
Here, as much as any where, we have great cause
thfit, " -without contro¬
versy , great is the mystery of godliness," even so great,
that it could not have entered into the heart of mem
to conceive of it, if Godhad not made it known, in the
gospel, by supernatural revelation. Yea, though it be
revealed clearly in the holy scriptures, yet the natural
man hath not eyes to see it there, for it is foolishness
to him ; and, if God express it ever so plainly and pro¬
perly, he will think that God is speaking riddles and
parables. And Idoubt not but it is still a riddle and
parable, even to many truly godly, that have received
a holy nature in this way; for the apostles themselves
had not the saving benefit of it, before the comforter
discovered it clearly to them, John xiv. 20. And they
walked in Christ, a? the way to the father, before
to acknowledge writh the apostleÿ
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they clearly knew him to be the way, John xiv. 5.
And the best of us know it but in part, and must wait
for a perfect knowledge of it in another world.
One great mystery is, that the holy frame and dis¬
position whereby our souls are furnished and enabled
for immediate practice of the law, must be obtained
by receiving it out of Christ's fulness, as a thing already
prepared and brought to an existence for us in Christ,
and treasured up in him ; and that as we are justified
by a righteousness wrought out in Christ, and imputed
to us ; so we are sanctified by such a holy frame and
qualifications as are first wrought out and completed in
Christ for us, and then imputed to us. And as our
natural corruption was produced originally in the first
Adam, and propagated from him to lis ; so, our new
nature and holiness is first produced in Christ, and derived from him to us, or as it were propagated. So
that we are not all to work together with Christ, in
making or producing that holy frame in us, but only
to take it to ourselves, and use it in our holy practice,
as made ready to our hands. Thus we have fellow¬
ship with Christ, in receiving that holy frame of spirit
that was originally in him : for fellowship is, when se¬
veral persons have the same thing in common, 1 John
i. 1, 2, 3. This mystery is so great, that notwith¬
standing all the light of the gospel, we commonly think
that we must get a holy frame by producing it anew
in ourselves, and by forming and working it out of our
own hearts. .Therefore many that are seriously de¬
vout, take a great deal of pains to mortify their corrupt
nature, and beget an holy frame of heart in themselves,
by striving earnestly to master their sinful lusts, and
by pressing vehemently upon their hearts many mo¬
tives to godliness, labouring importunately to squeeze
good qualifications out of them, as oil out of a flint.
They account, that though they be justified by a right¬
eousness wrought out by Christ, yet they must be
sanctified by a holiness wrought out by themselves.
And though out of humility, they are willing to call it
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THE GOSPEL MYSTERY
infused grace, yet they think they must get the infusion
of it by the same manner of working, as if it were
wholly acquired by their own endeavours. On this
account they acknowledge the entrance into a gaudy
life to be harsh and unpleasing, because it costs so
much struggling with their own hearts and affections,
to new frame them. If they knew that this way of en¬
trance is not only harsh and unpleasant, but altogether
impossible; and that.the true way of mortifying sin,
and quickening themselves to holiness, is by receiving
a new nature out of the fulness of Christ ;.and that we
doTHofe to the production of a new nature, than of
original sin, though we do more to the reception of it ;
if they- knew this, they might save-themselves many a
hitter agony, and a great deal of mis-spent burdensome
labour, and employ their endeavours to enter in at .the
strait gate, in such a way as would be more pleasant
.
and successful.
«*
Another great mystery in the way of sanctification,
is, the glorious manner of our fellowship with Christy
in receiving a holy frame of . heart from him. It is by
our.being in Christ, and having Christ himself in us;
and that not merely by this universal presence as he is
God, but by -such a close union, as that we are oris \
spirit and one flesh with him ; which is a privilege pe¬
culiar to those that are truly sanctified. I
may well
Call this a mystical union, because the apostle calleth.it
a great mystery, is an epistle full of mysteries, Eph.
v. 22; intimating, that it is eminently great above many
Other mysteries.. It is one of the three mystical uirkms that are the chief mysteries in religion. The
Other two are, the union of the trinity of persons in
one godhead, and the union of the divine and human
natures in one person, .Jesus Christ, God and mac.—
Though we cannot frame an exact idea of the manner
of any. of these three unions in.our imaginations, be¬
cause she depth of these mysteries is.beyond our com¬
prehension ;yet we haye cause to believe them all, be¬
cause they .are.clearly revealed in.scripture, and are <a
54
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necessary foundation for other points of Christian doc trine. Particularly, this union between Christ and
believers, is plain in several places of scripture, affirm¬
ing that Christ is, and " dwelleth in believers, and
they in him," John vi. 56. and xiv. 20 ; and that they
are so joined together as to become cine spirit, 1 Cor.
vi. 17; and that believers are "members of Christ's
body, of his flesh, and of his bones, and they two,
Christ and the church, are one flesh," Eph. v. 30, 31.
Furthermore, this union is illustrated in scripture by
various resemblances, which wovdd be very much un¬
like the things which they are made use of to resemble,
and would rather seem to beguile us by obscuring the
trudi, than instruct us by illustrating of it, if there were
no true proper union between Christ and believers.
It is resembled by the union between God the Father
and Christ, John xiv. 20. and xvii. 21,22, 23 ; between
the vine and its tranchesÿ John xv. 4, 5 ; between the
head and body, Eph. i. 22, 23 ; between bread and the
cater, John vi. 54, 53,54. It is not only resembled,
but sealed in the Lord's supper ;where neither the Pop¬
ish transubstantiation, nor the Lutherans consubstantiation, nor the Protestants spiritual presence of Christ's
body and blood, to the true receivers, can stand with¬
out it. And if we can imagine that Christ's body and
blood are not truly eaten and drank by believers, either
spiritually or corporally, we shall make the bread and
wine joined with the words of institution, not only
naked signs, but such signs as are much more apt to
breed false notions in us, than to establish us in the
truth. And there is nothing in this union so impossible, or repugnant to reason, as may force us to depart
from the plain and familiar sense of those scriptures
that express and illustrate it. Though Christ be in
heaven, and we . n earth, yet he can join our souls and
bodies .o his at such a distance, without any substan¬
tial change of either, by the same infinite Spirit dwel¬
ling in him and us ; and so our flesh will become his,
when it is quickened by his Spirit, and his flesh ours, as
i
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truly as if we did eat his flesh and drink his blood ;and
he will be in us himself by his Spirit, who is one with
him, and who can unite more closely to Christ' than
any material substance can do, or who can make a more'
close and intimate union between Christ and us. And
it will not follow from hence, that a believer is one per¬
son with Christ, any more than that Christ is one per¬
son with the Father, by that great mystical union. Nei¬
ther will a believer be hereby made God, but only the
temple of God, as Christ's body and soul are ;and the
Spirit's lively instrument, rather than the principal"
cause. Neither will a believer be necessarily perfect in
holiness hereby ; or Christ made a sinner : for Christ
knoweth how to dwell in believers by certain measures
and degrees, and to make them holy so far only as he
dwelleth in them. And though this union seem too
high a preferment for such unworthy creatures as we
are, yet, considering the preciousness of the blood of
God, whereby we are redeemed, we should dishonour
God, if we should not expect a miraculous advance¬
ment to the highest dignity that creatures are capable
of, through the merits of that blood. Neither is there
any thing in this union, contrary to the judgment of
sense, because the bond of the union being spiritualÿ
falleth not at "all under the judgment of sense.
Several learned men of late acknowledge no other
union between Christ and believers, than such as per¬
sons or things wholly separated, may have by their mu¬
tual relations to each others and accordingly th,ey in¬
terpret the places of scripture that speak of this union.
When Christ is called the head of the church, they ac¬
count, that a political head or governor is the thing;
meant. When Christ is said to be in his people, ana
they in him,they think that the proper meaning is,"that
Christ'sÿlaw, doctrine, grace, salvation, Or that godli¬
ness is in them, and embraced by them :so that Christ
here must not be taken for Christ himself, but for some
other thing wrought in them by Christ. When Christ
and believers are said to be one spirit and onefeshÿ they
36
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understand it of the agreement of their minds and affec¬
tions : as if the greatest of the mystery of this union,
mentioned, Eph. v. 32. consisted rather in a harsh trope,
or a dark improper expression, than in the depth and
abstruseness of the thing itself; and if Christ and his
apostles had affected obscure intricate expressions,
when they speak to the church > if things very plain,
and easy to be understood. Thus that great mystery,
the union of believers with Christ himself, which is
the glory of the church, and hath been highly owned
formerly, both by antient fathers and many eminent
protestant divines, particularly writers concerning the
doctrine of the Lord's supper, and by a very general
consent of the church in man}- ages, is now exploded
out of the new model of divinity. The reason of ex¬
ploding it, as I
judge in charity, is not, because of our
learned refiners of divinity think themselves less able
to defend it, than the other two mysterious unions,
and to silence the objections of those proud sophisters,
that will not believe what they cannot comprehend ;
but rather, because they account it to be one of the
sinews of antinomianism, that lay unobserved in the
former usual doctrine ; that it tendeth to puff up men
with a persuasion, that they are justified and have
eternal life in them already, and that they need not de¬
pend any longer upon their uncertain performances of
the condition of sincere obedience for salvation : where¬ *
by they account the very foundation of a/holy practice
to be subverted. But the wisdom of God hath laid ano¬
ther manner of foundation for a holy practice than they
imagine, of which this union (which the' builders re¬
fuse) is a principal stone, next to the head of the cor¬
ner. And in opposition to their corrupt glosses upon
the scriptures that prove it, Iassert, that our union
with Christ is the cause of our subjection to Christ as a
political head in all things, and of the abiding of his
law, doctrine, grace, salvation and all godliness in us,
and of our agreement with him in our mind and affec¬
tions ; and therefore it cannot be altogether the same
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Sting with Stem. And this-assertion is useful for a.better .
understanding of the excellency of this union. It is not a privilege procured by our sincere obedience and ho-,
liness, as some may imagine, or a reward of good-.
works, reserved for us in another world ;but it is a pri¬
vilege bestowed upon believers in their very first en¬
trance into a holy state, on which all ability to do good,
works doth depend, and all sincere obedience to the
law doth follow after it, as fruit produced by it.
shall now*
Having thus far explained the direction, I
shew, that though the truth contained in it be above*
the reach of natural reason, yet it is evidently discover-?
ed to those that have their understandings opened, to!
discern' that supernatural revelation of the mysterious,
way of sanctification which God hath given to us in the,
holy scriptures.
1. There are several places in scripture that do*
plainly express it. Some texts shew " that all thing®pertaining to our salvation, are treasured up for us m
Christ, and comprehended in his fulness so that we>
must' have them thence, or not at all, Col. i. 9. " It}
pleased' the Father that in him should all fulness dwell."
And in the same epistle, Col. ii. 11, 12, 13, the apostlesheweth that the holy natureÿ whereby we live to Gody
was first produced inAis by his death and resurrection*
" In whom also ye are circumcised in putting off tho
body of the sins of the flesh : buried with him, quicken-ed together with him, when you were dead in your sins.'*
Eph. i. 3. " Who hath blessed us with' all spiritual bless¬
ings in heavenly, places in Christ." A holy frame of
spirit, with all its necessary qualifications, must needft
be comprehended herein,, in all spiritual blessings: and
these are given us inChrist's person in heavenly places*
as prepared and treasured up inhim for us while we are
upon earth : and therefore we must have our holy en¬
dowments out of him,* or not at all. In this text some
choose rather to read heavenly things, as in the margin*
because neither places nor things are expressed in the
original ; but the former textual reading to be prefer-

'
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red before the marginal, as being the proper sense of the
original Greek phrase, which is, and must necessarily
be so rendered in two other places of this same epistle,
chap. iii. 10, and vi. 12. Another text is, 1 Cor. i. 30,
which sheweth that " Christ is of God made unto us
sanctificatidn," by which we are able to walk holily ;
as well as wisdom, by the the knowledge of which we
are savingly wise ;and righteousness, by the imputation
of which we are justified ; and redemption, whereby
we are redeemed from all misery to the enjoyment of
his glory, a§j our happiness in the heavenly kingdom.
Other texts of scripture shew plainly, that we receive
our holiness out of his fulness by fellowship with him :
John i. 16, 17. " Of his fulness have we all received,
and grace for grace." And it is understood of grace
answerable to the law given by Moses, which must
needs include the grace of sanctification : 1 John i. 3,
5, 6, 7. " Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Christ. God is light. If we walk
in the light, as lie is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another." Hence we may infer, that our fel¬
lowship with God and Christ, doth include particularly
our having light, and walk in it holily and righteously.
There are other texts that reach the proof of the whole
direction fully ; shewing not only that our holy endow¬
ments are made ready first in Christ for us, and received
from Christ: but that we receive them by union with
Christ, Col. iii. 10, 11. " Ye have put on the new
man, which is renewed after the image of him that
created him ; where Christ is all and in all. 1 Cor. vi.
17. He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit. Gal.
ii. 20. Ilive ; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. 1
John v. 11, 12. This is the record, that God hath
given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He
that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the
Son, hath not life." Can we desire that God should
more clearly teach us, that all the fulness of the new
man is in Christ, and all that spiritual nature and life
whereby we live to God in holiness, and that they are
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fixed in him so inseparably, that we cannot hare them
except we be joined to him, and have himself abiding
in us ? Take heed, lest through prejudice and hardness
of heart, you be guilty of making God a liar, in not be¬
lieving this eminent record that God hath given to us
of his Son.
2. God is pleased to illustrate this mysterious man¬
ner of our sanctification, by such a variety of similitudes
and resemblances,as may put us out of doubt that it is
truth, and such a truth as we are highly concerned to
know and believe. Ishall endeavour to contract the
chief of these resemblances, and the force of them,
briefly into one sentence ; leaving it to those that are
spiritual to enlarge their meditation upon them. Ye
0 receive from Christ a new holy frarneÿand nature,
whereby we are enabled for a holy ,practice,-by,union
. and fellowship with him, in like manner. 1.. As Christ
lived in our nature by the Father, John vi. 57; 2. As
we receive original sin and death propagated to us from.
the first Adam, Rom. v. 12, 14, 16, 17. 3. As the
natural body receiveth sense, motion and nourishment,
from the head, Col. ii. 16. 4. As the branch receiv¬
eth its sap, juice and fructifying virtue from the vine,
John xv. 4, 5. 5. As the wife bringeth forth fruit by
virtue of her conjugal union with her husband, Rom.
vii. 4. 6. As stones become a holy temple, by being
built upon the foundation, and joined with the chief
corner-stone, 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5, 6. 7. As we receiye the
nourishing virtue of bread by eating it, and of wine, by
. drinking it, John vi. 51, 5p, 57 j which last resemblance
is used to seal to us our communion with Christ in the
Lord's Supper. Here are seven resemblances instanced,
whereof some do illustrate the mystery spoken of more
fully than others : all of them do someway intimate, that
our new life and holy nature are first in Christ, and then
in us, by a true proper union and fellowship with him.
If any should urge, that the similitude of Adam and b>a
seed, and of married couples, do make rather,for a re¬
lative than a real union betwixt Christ and us :let them
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consider, that all nations are really made of one blood,
which was first in Adam, Acts xvii. 26 ; and that the .
first woman was made out of the body of Adam, and
was really bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh. And
by this first married couple, the mystical union of
Christ and his church, is eminently resembled, Gen.
ii. 20, 23, 24. Fph. v. 30, 31, 32. And yet it supposeth both these resemblances in the nearness and ful¬
ness of them ; because those that are joined to the
Liord, are not only one flesh, but one spirit with him.
3. The end of Christ's incarnation, death and resur¬
rection, was to prepare and form a holy nature and
frame for us in himself, to be communicated to us by
union and fellowship with him ; and not to enable us to
produce in ourselves the first original of such a holy na¬
ture by our own endeavours.
1. By his incarnation, there was a man created in a
new holy frame, after the holiness of the first Adam's
frame had been marred and abolished by the first trans¬
gression : and this new frame was far more excellent
than ever the first Adam's was ;because man was really
joined to God by a close inseparable union of the di¬
vine and human natures in one person, Christ; so that
these natures had communion, each with the other, in
their actings, and Christ was able to act in his human
nature, by power proper to the divine nature, wherein
he was one God with the Father. And the words that
he .".pake while that he was here on earth, he spake not
of himself by an}' mere human power, but the Father
that dwelt in him, he did the works, John xiv. 10.
AVhy was it that Christ set up the fallen nature of man,
in such a wonderful frame of holiness, in bringing it t®
live and act by communion with God, living and act¬
ing in it ? One great end was, that he might commu¬
nicate this excellent frame to his seed, that should be
bom of him and in him, by his Spirit, as the last Adam,
the quickening Spirit ; that
as we have borne the
image of the earthly man, so we might also bear the
image of the heavenly," 1 Cor. x. 45, 46, in holiness
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glory hereafter. Thus he was bom Imhere, and
manuel, God with us j because the -fulness of the God¬
head, with all holiness, did first dwell in him bodily,
even in his human nature *, that we might be filled up
with that fulness in him, Mat. i. 23. Col. ii. 9, 10.
Thus he came from heaven as living bread, that, as he
liyeth by the Father, so that those that eat him, may
live by him, John vi. 51, 59. by the same life of God
in them that was first in him.
2. By his death, he freed himself from the guilt of
our sins imputed to him, and from all that innocent
weakness of his human nature, which he had borne for
a time, few our sakes. And by freeing himself, he pre¬
pared a freedom for us, from our whole natural condi¬
tion, which is both weak, as his was, and also polluted
with our guilt and sinful corruption. Thus the corrupt
patural estate, which.is called in scripture the old man,
was crucified together with Christ, that the body,of sin
might be destroyed. And lt_is destroyed in us, not
by any wounds that we ourselves can give to it, but by
our partaking- of that freedom from it, and death unto
it, that is, already wrought out for us by the death of
Christ, as is signified by our baptism, wherein we are
buried with him by the application of his death to us,
libm. vi. 2, 3, 4, 10, 11. " God sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, for sin, (or by a sacrifice
for sin, as in the margin) condemned sin in the flesh ;
that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in
us, that walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit,"
Jlom. viii. 3,' 5. Observe here, that though Christ died
that we might be justified by the righteousness of God
and of faith, not by our own righteousness, w hich is of
the law, Horni x. .4, 5, 6. Phil. iii. 9. yet he died also,
"
that-jthe righteousness of the law might b'e fulfilled in
us, and that by walking after his Spirit, as those that
are it? Christ, Rom. ibid. He is resembled in his death
to a corn of wheat dying in the earth, that it may pro¬
pagate its own nature, ,hy bringing forth mlich fruit,
John xii. '24 ;to the passovsr that was slain, that a feast
£3
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might be kept upon it ; and to bread broken, that it
may be nourishment to those that eat it, 1 Cor- v. 7, 8.
xi. 24 ; to the rock smitten, that water may gush out
of it for us to drink, 1 Cor. x. 4. He died, that he
might make of Jew and Gentile, one new man in him¬
self, Ephi, ii. 15. and th:rt he might see his seed, i. c.
such as derive their holy nature from him. Isa. liii. 10.
Let these scriptures be well observed, and they wilL
sufficiently evidence that Christ died, not that we might
be able to form a holy nature in ourselves, but that we
might receive one read}7 prepared and formed in Christ
for us, by tmion and fellowship with him.
3. By his resurrection, he took possession of spiritual
life for us, as now fully procured for us, and made to
be pur right and property by the merit of his death :
and therefore we are said to be quickened together with
Christ, even when we were dead in sins, and to be raised
up together, yea, and to be made to sit together in hea¬
venly places, in Christ Jesus, as our head, while we
continue upon earth in our own persons, Eph. ii. 5, 6.
His resurrection was our resurrection to the life of ho¬
liness, as Adam's fall was our fall into spiritual death.
And we are not ourselves the first makers and formers
of our new holy nature, any more than our original cor¬
ruption ; but both are formed ready for us to partake
of them. And by union with Christ, we partake of
that spiritual life that he took possession of for us at his
resurrection, and thereby we are enabled to bring forth
the fruits of it, as the scripture sheweth by the simili¬
tude of a marriage union, Bom. vii. 4. " Yt e are mar¬
ried to him that is risen from, the dead, that we might
bring forth fruit unto God." Baptism signifieth the
application of Christ's resurrection to us as well as his
death ;we are raised up with him in it, to newness of
life, as well as buried with him ; and we are taught
thereby, that because " he died unto sin once, and liveth unto God, we should likewise reckon ourselves to
be dead indeed unto sin, and alive unto God, through/
Jesus Christ our Lord," Rom. vi. 4, 5, 10, It.
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4. Our sanctification is by the Holy Ghost, by whom
we lire and Walk holily," Rom. xv. 16. Gal. v. 25.
Now,.the Holy Ghost first rested on Christ in all ful-

. ness, that he might te communicated from him to us,

was signified to John the Baptist, by the similitude
of the descending of a dove from the opened heavens,
restipg on Christ at his baptism, John i. 32, 33. And
when he sanctifieth us, he baptizeth us unto Christ, and
joineth us to Christ by himself, as the great bond of
union, 1 Cor. xii. 30. So that according to the scrip¬
tural phrase, it is all one to have Christ himself, and to
have the Spirit of Christ in us, Rom. viii. 9, 10. " He
glorifieth Christ ; for he receiveth those things that are
Christ's, and sheweth them to us," John xvi. 14» 15.
He giveth us experimental knowledge of those spiritual
blessings which he himself prepared for us by the in¬
carnation, death and resurrection of Christ.
5. The effectual causes of those four principal en¬
dowments, which, in the foregoing direction, were as¬
serted as necessary to furnish us for the immediate
practice of holiness, are comprehended inlhefulness qf
Christy and treasured up for us in him ;and the endow¬
ments themselves, together with their causes, are at¬
tained richly by union and fellowship with him. If we
be joined to Christ, our hearts will be no longer left
under the power of sinful inclinations, or in' a mere in.
differency of inclination to good or evil, hut they will be
powerfully endowed with a power, bent and propensity
to the practice of holiness, by the Spirit of Christ dwellr
ing in us, and inclining us to mind spiritual things, and
to lust against the flesh, JRom. viii. 1, 4, 5. Gal. v. 17.
And we have in Christ a full reconciliation with God,
ÿas

\

.

and an advancement into higher favour with him, than
the first Adam had in the state of mnocency ;because
the righteousness that Christ wrought out for us by bin
obedience unto the death, is imputed to us for our jus«tification, which is called the righteousness of God, be¬
cause it is wrough1 by one that is God as well as man ;
and therefore it is of infinite value to satisfy the justice
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ftf Godforall our'ÿins, and to procure his pardon and
highest favour for us, 2 Cor.v. 21 Rom. i. 19. And,
that we may be persuaded of his reconciliation, we re¬
ceive the spirit of adoption through Christ, whereby we
cry, Abba, Father,Rom. viii. 15- Hereby also we are
persuaded of our future enjoyments of everlasting hap¬
piness, and of sufficient strength both to will and to per¬
form our duty acceptably, until we come to that enjoy¬
ment- For the spirit of adoption teacheth us to con¬
clude, that if we be the children of God, then we are
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; and that the
law of the spirit of life, that is in Christ Jesus, raafceth
us free from the law of sin and death r and that nothing
shall be against us, nothing shall separate us from the
love of God in Christ ;but in all opposition and difficul¬
ties that we meet with, we shall be at last u more than .
conquerors through him thafloved us," Rom..viii. 17,

.

39-

ermore, this comfortable persuasion of our jus tqnd future happiness, and all saving privileges,
tiend to licentiousness, as it is given only in this
f union with Christ ; because it is joined insepawith the gift of sanctifcation,.by the Spirit of
a so that we cannot have-justification, or any savrilege in Christ,,except we receive Christ himIhi* holiness, as well as any other benefit; as the
art testifieth, u that there is no condemnation to
tare in Christ Jesus, who \valk. not after the
; after the Spirit," Rom. viii. 13ere as it may be doubted whether the saints
rftdbefore the coming of Christ in the flesh, could
"h he one flesk with turn, and receive a new naunion and fellowship with him, as prepared for
h» fulness: we are to know that the same
i took' our flesh, was before Abraham, John.
sshd was fore-ordained before the foundation
Id-, to'be sacrificed as a lamb without blemmight redeem us; from all iniquity, by his
ildod, 1 Pet. i. 18—20; and that he had tha
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•dme Spirit then, which filled bis .human nature with
all its fulness afterwards, and raised it from the dead (
64

and he gave that Spirit then .to the church, 1Pet. i. 1i,
and iii. 18, 19. Now this Spirit was able and effectual
to unite those saints, to that flesh which Christ was to
take to himself in the fulness of time, because he was
the same in both, and to give out to them that grace
with which Christ would afterward; fill his flesh for
their salvation, as well as ours. Therefore David ac¬
counted Christ's flesh to be his, and spake of Christ's
death and resurrection as his own, beforehand, as weft
as any of us can do since their accomplishment, Fsab
jtvi. 9, 10, 11.
" My flesh also shall rest inhope : For
thou wilt not leave my soul in hell ;neither wilt thou
suffer thine holy one to see corruption. Thou wilt shew
me the pathof life." Yea, the saints before David's
time, did all eat the same spiritual meat, and drink
of the same spiritual drink," even of the same Christ
as we do t and therefore were partakers of the same
privilege of union and fellowship with Christ, 1 Cor. *«•
a, 4. And when Christ was. manifested in the flesh, in
the fulness of time, all things in heaven and earth, ail
the saints departed, whose spirits were then Made.per*
feet in heaven, as well as those saints that then were,
or should afterwards be on earth, were gathered toger
ther in one, and comprehended in Christ as their head,
Eph. i. 10. And he was " the chief corner-stone, in
whom the building of the whole church upon the fount
dation of the prophets" before, and the apostles after
his coming, "• being fitly framed together, groweth into
a holy temple in the Lord," Eph. u. 20, 21. u Jesus
Chrjst is the same yesterday, t®-day and for every
Heb. viii. 6. His incarnation, death and resurrection,.
were the cavse of all the holiness that ever was or shall
be given to man, from the fall of Adam to the end of
the world ;and that by the mighty power of his Spiritÿ
whereby all saints that ever were, or shall be, are join->
ed together, to be members of that one mystical body
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whereof he is the.head.
'
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. DIRECTION IV.
Thff pieans or instrusxnts whereby thr Spirit of God accomplished!

o.ur union with Christ, end oyr fellowship with him in all holiness,

are the gospel, whereby Christ entsreth into our hearts to work
faith in us; md faith, whereby we actually receive Christ him.

•

with all hTjTTulnes*, into our hearts. And this f»ith is
grace of the Spirit, whereby are heartily,believe the gospel, and
also benere"Bit"Christ, as he is revealed and freely promised to
us therein, to* all his salvation.

<elf,

EXPLICATION,

That which Iasserted in the foregoing direction,
Concerning the necessity of our being in Christ, and
having Christ in us, by a mystical union, to enable u»
for a holy practice, might put us to a stand in our en,
denvours for holiness ; because we cannot imagine how
we should be able to raise ourselves above pur natural
-sphere, to this glorious union and fellowship, until God
be pleased to make known to us, by supernatural reve¬
lation, the means whereby his Spirit maketb us paytaki
ers of so high a privilege. But God is pleased to help
us, when At a stand, to go cm forward, by revealing two .
means pr instruments whereby his Spirit accoir -.lisheth
the mystical union and felfowship-betweeo Christ and us,
gnd whereby rational creatures are capable of attaining
thereunto, by his Spirit wor king in them.
One of these 'means is the gssgelof the grace of God j
wherein Gpd doth make known to us the unsearchable
riches of Christ, a«d. Christ in us, the hope of glory,
Eph. hi, ft., Col, i* 2f. '.nd dothalso invite us and conv,
msfld US to believe on Christ foe his salvation, and doth
encourage us by a free promise of that salvation, to all
that believe on him, Acts riv, 31. Rom. *. 9, 11.—,
This is God's qw« iastsumeBt of. conveyance, wherein
he seadeth Christ ta ug, to bless us with his salvation,.
Actg iii.
It is the ministration, of the Spirit and
of righteousness, % Cor.iii, 6, ft, 9. Faith cpmeth by th®.
hearing of Ui and therefore it.is the greaf inatrumrnk
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whereby we are begotten in Christ, and he informed
in as, Rom. x. 16, 17. 1 Cor, iv. 15. GaL iv. 19.—There is no, need for us to say in our hearts, "who
will ascend into heaven, or bring Christ down from
above Ior, who shall descend into the deep, to brute
Christ up. from the dead," that we maybe united, ana
have fellowship with him in his death and resurrection ?
for, the word is nigh to us, the gospel, the word of faith
in which Christ himself graciously condescended! to
be nigh to us ; so that we may come at him there,
without going any farther, if we desire to be joined
to him, Rom. x. 6, 7, 8.
The other of these means is faith that iswrought in
us by the gospel. This is our instrument of reception-,
whereby the union between Christ and us is accom¬
plished on our part, by our actual receiving with. Christ
himself, with all his fulness, into our heart ;which is
the principal subject of the present explanation.
The faith which philosophers commonly treat of is
only, a habit of the understanding, whereby we assent
to a testimony upon the authority of.the testifier. Ac¬
cordingly, some would have faith in Christ to be m>
more than a believing the truth of things in religion,,
upon the authority Of Christ testifying them. .But the
apostle sheweth, that the faith whereby we are j ustified, is " faith in Christ's blood,*" Rom. iii. 24, 25. not
only in his authority as a testifier. And though a mere
assent to a testimony were sufficient faith for knowledge
ef things, which the philosophers aimed at; fet weÿv
are to consider, that the design of sewingfaith, is not *
only to know the truth of Christ and his salvationÿ
testified and promised in the gospel, but also to appre¬
hend and receive him apd his salvation, as given by
and wjth die promise. .Therefore, saving faith must
necessarily contain two- acts, believing the truth of the
gospel, and believing on Christ, 3s promised freely to
us in -the gospel, for salvation. By the one, it coneeiveth the means wherein Christ is conveyed to us t
by the other, it receiveth Christ himself, aad his. salvaÿ
68
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tion in the means, as it is one act, to receive the breast
or cup wherein milk or wine are conveyed, and another
act, to suck the milk in the breast, and to drink the
wine in the cup. And both these acts must be per¬
formed heartily, with an unfeigned love to the truth,
and a desire of Christ and his salvation above all things.
This is our spiritual appetite, which is truly necessary
for our eating and drinking Christ, the food of life,
as a natural appetite is for bodily nourishment. Our
assenting unto, or believing the gospel, must not be
forced by mere conviction of the truth, such as wicked
men and devils may be brought to, when they had
rather it were false; neither must our believing. in
Christ be only constrained, for fear of damnation,
without any hearty love and desire towards the enjoy¬
ment of him ; but we must receive the love of the
truth, by relinquishing the godliness and excellency of
it ; and we must " account all these things loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord,
and count them but dung, that we may win Christ and
be found in him," 2 Thess. ji. 10. Phil. iii. 8, 9.;-—
Esteeming Christ to be all our salvation and happiness,
Col. iii. 11. " In whom all fulness doth dwell," Cob
i. 19. And this love must be to every part of Christ's
salvation ; to holiness as well as forgiveness of sins.
"We must desire earnestly, that God would u create in
us a clean heart and right spirit," as well as " hide
his face from our sins," Psal. li. 9, 10 ; not like many'
that care for nothing in Christ but only deliverance
from hell. " Blessed are they that hunger and thirst
after righteousness, for they shall be filled," Mat. v. 6.
The former of these acts doth immediately unite us
to Christ, because it is terminated only on the means of
conveyance, the gospel ; yet it is a saving- act, if it be
rightly performed, because it inclineth and disposeth
the soul to the latter act, whereby Christ himself is
immediately received into the heart. He that believeth
the gospel with hearty love and liking, as the most ex¬
cellent truth, will certainly, with the like heartiness
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believe on Christ for his salvation. " They that know
the name of the Lord,, ÿwill certainly put their trust in
him," Psalm ix. 10. Therefore, in scripture, saving
faith is sometimes described by the former of these
acts, as if it were a mere believing the gospel ; some¬
times by the latter, as a believing on Christ,or in Christ,
R >m. x. 9. "If thou believest in thine heart, that
God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."
Verse 11. " The scripture saith, that whosoever believeth on him, shall not be ashamed." 1 John v. 1.
believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is bora
"of'Whosoever
God." Verse 13. " These things have Iwritten
unto you that believe on the name of the son of God,
.that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that
•ye.may believe on the name of the Son of God."
For the better understanding of the nature of faith,
let it be further observed, that the second and principal
apt of it, believing on Christ, includeth believing on Gcwl
the Father, Son, and Holy Glyost ; because they are one
and the same infinite God, and they all concur in our
ÿSalvation by Christ, as the only mediator between God
and us, " in whom all the promises of God are yea.and.
ÿamen," 2- Cor. i. 20. " By him (as mediator) wfe believe
on God, that raised him from the dead, and gave him
glory, that our faith and hope might be in God," 1Petri.
21. And it is the same thing with trusting on God, or
on the Lord,which is so highly commended in the whole
scripture especially in the Old Testament ; as may easi¬
ly appear, by considering, that it hath the same causes,
effects, objects, adjuncts, opposites, and all the same cir¬
cumstances, excepting only that it had a respect t®
Christ as promised before his coming, and now it respecteth him as already cqgie in the flesh. Believing
on the Lord,and trusting in hi? salvation,*' are equivalent
terms, that explain one another, Psal. lxxviii.22. 1confess, that trusting on things seen, or known by the mere
light of reason, as our own wisdom, power, riches, on
princes, or any arm of flesh, may not so properly be
called believing on them ; but trusting on a Saviour as

•
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discovered by a testimony, is properly bplieving on
him. It is also the same thipg that is expressed by
the terms of resting, relying, leaning, staying ourselves
on the Lord, called hoping in the Lord ; because it is
the ground of that expectation which is the proper act
of hope, though our believing and trusting be for the
present as weil as future benefit of this salvation. The
reason why it is so commonly expressed, in the scrip¬
tures of the New Testament, by the terms of believing
on Christ, might be probably, because, when that part
of scripture was written, there was cause, in a special
manner, to urge believing the testimony that was then
newly revealed by the gospel.
Having thus explained the nature of faith, Icome
now to assert its proper use and office in our salvation.
That it is the means and instrument whereby we re¬
ceive Christ and all his fulness, actually into our hearts.
This excellent use and office of faith is encountered by
a multitude of errors. Men naturally esteem that it is
too small and slight a thing to produce so great effects,
as Naaman thought washing in Jordan too small a
matter for the cure of his leprosy. They contemn the
true means of entering in at the strait gate, because
they seem too easy for such purpose ; and thereby they
make the entrance not only difficult, but impossible to
themselves. Some will allow that faith is the sole con¬
dition of our justification, and the instrument to receive
it, according to the scriptural doctrine maintained for¬
merly by the protestants against the papists ; but they
account that it is not sufficient or effectual to sanctification, but that it rather tendeth to licentiousness, if it
be not joined with some other means, that may be pow¬
erful and effectual to secure any holy practice. They
commend this great doctrine of protestants, as a com¬
fortable cordial for persons on their death-beds, or in
agonies under terrors of conscience ; but they account
that it is not good for ordinary food, and that it is wis¬
dom in ministers to preach it seldom and sparingly,
i and not without some antidote or corrective, to prevent
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the licentiousness to which it tendeth. Their common
antidote or corrective is, that sanctification is necessary
to salvation as well as justification ; and that though
we be justified by faith, yet we are sanctified by our
own performance of the law : and so they set up salva*
tion by works, and make the grace of justification to bo
of none effect, and not at all comfortable. ' If it had in0 deed such a malignant influence upon practice, it could
not b? owned al a doctrine proceeding frorrv the most
holy God ; and all 'the comfort that it affords, must
needs be ungrounded and deceitful. This consequence
is well understood by some late refiners of the protestant religion ; and therefore they have thought fit to
new-model this doctrine, and to make saving faith to
he only a condition to procuro a right and title to our
justification by the righteousness of Christ, which must
be performedmefore we can lay any good claim to the
enjoyment of it, and before we have any right to use
any instrument'for the actual receiving of it;' and this
they call an accepting of, and receiving Christ. And,
that they may the better secure the practice of holiness,
by their conditional faith, they will not have trusting"
in God or Christfor salvation,to be accounted the prin¬
cipal saving act of it ; because, as it seemeth to them,
many loose wicked people trust on God and Christ for
their salvation as much as' others, and are by their con¬
fidence, hardened the more in their wickedness ; but
they had rather it should be obedience of all Christ
. laws,at least in resolution ; or a consent that Christ
should be their Lord, accepting of his terms of salva¬
tion, and a resignation of themselves to his government
in all things. It is a sign that the scripture form of
teaching is grown into disesteem with bur great mas¬
ters of reason, when trusting in the Lord, so much
commended in the scripture, is accounted a mean and
ordinary thing. They endeavour to affright us front
©wiring faith to be an instrument of justification, by
telling us that thereby we that use the instrument, are
•made our pwn principal justifiers,. to the dishonour of
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God ;though it might be easily answered, that we arc
made thereby only the principal receivers of our own
justification from God, the giver of it, to whom all the
glory doth belong.
All these errors will fall, if it can be proved that such
have described, is an instrument whereby
a faith as I
we actually receive Christ himself into our hearts, and
holiness of heart and life, as well as justification, bv
tinion and fellowship with him. For the proof of it, I
shall offer the following arguments.
1. By faith we have the actual enjoyment and pos¬
session of Christ himself, and not only of remission of
sins, but of life, and so of holiness. " Christ dwelleth
in our hearts by faith," Eph. iii. 17. " "We live to
God, and yet not we, but Christ liveth in us by the
faith of the Son of God," Gal. ii. 19, 20. " lie that
believeth on the Son of "God, hath the Son, and ever¬
lasting life that is in him," 1 John v. 12, 13. John ii.>
36. " He that heareth Christ's word, and believeth
on him that sent Christ, hath everlasting life, and is
passed from death unto life," John v. 24- These
have described.
texts express clearly such a faith as I
: Therefore the efficiency or operation of
faith, in order
to the enjoyment of Christ and his fulness, cannot be
the procurement of a bare right or title to this enjoy¬
ment ; but rather it must be an entrance into it, and
taking possession of it. " We have our access and en¬
trance bv faith into that grace of Christ wherein we
stand," Rom. v. 2.
2. The scripture plainly ascribeth this effect to faith,
that by it we receive Christ, put him on, are rooted and
' grounded in him : and also that we receive the Spirit,
; remission of sins, and an inheritance among them which
are sanctified, John i. 12. Gal. iii. 26, 27. Col. ii. 6,
7. Gal. iii. 14. Acts xxvi. 18. And the scripture
, illustrateth this receiving by the similitude of eating
and drinking ; " he that believeth on Christ, drinketh
the living water of his Spirit," John vii. 37, 38, 39.
" Christ is the bread of life ; his flesh is meat indeed,
'ÿ
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and his blood is drink indeed." And the way to eat
and drink it, is to believe in Christ ,* and by so doing,
we dwell in Christ, and Christ in us, and have ever¬
lasting life, John vi. 35, 47, 48, 54, 55, 56. How can
it be taught more clearly, that we receive Christ him¬
self properly into our souls by faith, as wc do receive
food into our bodies by eating and drinking, and that
Christ is as truly united to us thereby, as our food when
we eat or drink it ? So that faith cannot be a condition to procure a mere right or title to Christ, no tnore
than eating or drinking procureth a mere right or title
to our food ; but it is rather an instrument to receive it,
as the mouth that eatcth and drinketh the food.
3. Christ with all his salvation, is freely given by the
grace of God to all that believe on him : for " we are
saved by grace through faith, and that not of ourselves :
it is the gift of God." Eph. ii. 8, 9. " We are justi¬
fied freely by his grace, through faith in his blood,"
Horn. iii. 24, 25. The Holy Ghost, who is the bond of
union between Christ and us, as a gift, Acts ii. 38.
Now, that which is a gift of grace, must not at all be
earned, purchased, or procured by any work, or works
performed as a condition to get a right or title to it :
and therefore, faith itself must not be accounted such a
conditional work. " If it be by grace, it is no more of
works ; otherwise grace is no more grace," Horn. xi. 6.
The condition of a free gift is only take and have. And
in this sense we will readily acknowledge faith to be a
condition, allowing a liberty in terms where we agree
in the thing; but if you give a pepper corn to purchase
a title to it, then you spoil the freeness of the gift. The
free offer of Christ to you, is sufficient to confer upon
vou a right, yea, to make it your duty to receive Christ
;uid his salvation as j ours. And because we receive
Christ by faith as a free gift, therefore we may account
faith to be the instrument, and, as it were, the hand
whereby we receive him.
4. It hath been already proved, that all spiritual life
and holiness are treasured up in the fulness of Christ,
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and communicated to us by union with him. There¬
fore, the accomplishing of union with Christ, is the
first work of saving grace in our hearts. And faith it¬
self being a holy grace, and part of spiritual life, cannot »
be in us before the beginning of it; but rather it is given
to us, and wrought in the very working of the union.
And the way wherein it conduceth to the- union, can¬
not be by procuring a mere title to Christ as a condi¬
tion, because then it should be performed before the
uniting work beginneth ; but rather by being an instru¬
ment whereby we may actually receive and embrace
Christ, who is already come into the soul to take pos¬
session of it as his own habitation.
5. True saving faith, such as Ihave described, hath
in its nature and manner of operation of a peculiar ap¬
titude or fitness to receive Christ and his salvation, and
to unite our souls into him : and to furnish the soul
with a new holy nature, and to bring forth a holy prac¬
tice, by union and fellowship with him- Gocl hath fit¬
ted natural instruments for their office,, as the hands,
feet, &c. so that we may know by their nature and na¬
tural manner of operation, for what use they are de¬
signed. In like manner we may know that faith is
an instrument formed on purpose for our union with
Christ, and sanctification, if we consider what a pecu¬
liar fitness it hath for the work- The discovery of this
is of great use for the understanding of the mysterious
manner of our receiving and practising all holiness, by
union and fellowship with Christ, by this precious grace
of faith. And to make you, as it were, to see with
have assert¬
your eyes, that it is such an instrument as I
ed it to be, I
shall present it to your view in three par¬
ticulars.
1 The grace of faith is as well fitted for the soulV
receiving Christ and union with him, as any instrument
of the body is for receiving and closing with things
needful for it- By the very act of hearty trusting or
believing on, Christ for salvation and happiness, the soul
casteth and. putteth. away from itself, every thing tha
ÿ
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keepeth it at a distance from Christ ;as ail confidence
in our strength, endeavours, works, privileges, or in
any worldly pleasures, profits, honours, or in any human
helps and succours for our happiness and salvation :
because such confidences are inconsistent with our .con¬
fidence in Christ for all salvation. Paul,,by his confi¬
dence in Christ, was taken off from all confidence- in
the flesh: he suffered the loss of glorying in his privi¬
leges and legal righteousness, and counted all other en¬
joyments in matters of the world, or of religion, to be
but " dung, that he might win Christ, and be found in
him," Phil. iii. 5 9. The voice of faith is, " Asher
shall not save us, we will not ride upon horses, neither
will we say any more to the work of our hands, ye are
our gods ; for in thee the fatherless findejth mercy,'*
llosea xiv. 3. We have no might against this great
company" of pur spiritual enemies; "neither know
we what to dp :but pur eyes are upon thee," 2 Chrom
76
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xx. 12.

I
might multiply places of scripture, to shew what a
self-emptying grace faith is, and how it casteth other
confidences out of the soul, by getting above them to
Christ, as the only happiness and salvation. The same
act of trusting or believing on Christ, or on God, is
, the very manner of our souls coming to Christ,- John
yi. 35 ; drawing near to the Lord," Psal, lxxiii. 28-5
"
"fleeing unto the Lord to hide us," Psal. cxliii.
making our refuge inthe shadow of his- wings/' Psak
Ivii. 1; " staying ourselves and our minds upoo;<he.
Lord," Isa. k 10. and xxv. 3; " laying hold.on-.eter¬
nal life," 1Tim. vi. 12 ; " lifting up our souls totheLord," Psal, xxy, 1;" rolling our way, or casting oar
burden upon the Lord," Psal. xxxvii. 5. and.lv. 22ÿand of our eÿftng and drinking Christ, ashath already
appeared. Let us consider, that Christ and his salva¬
tion cannot be seen, or handled, or - attained to, by any;
bodily motion ;but are revealed and. promised to us in
the word. Now let any invent, if they can, any way
for the soul to exercise any motion or activpnesa in re-
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eeiving- of this unseen promised salvation, besides be¬
lieving the Word, and trusting on Christ for the bene¬
fit promised. If Christ were to be earned by works,.
or any other kind of conditional faith : yet a faith muit
be instrumental to receive him.. Some think love as
fit t» bethe uniting grace ; but I
have shewed that love
to Christ's- salvation is an ingredient unto faith ; and
though love be an appetite unto union, yet we have no
other likely way to fill this appetite', while we are in this
• world, besides
trusting on Christ for all his benefits, as
he is promised in the gospel.
v 2. There is in
this saving faith, a natural tendency
to furnish the soul with a holy frame and nature, and
«H endowments necessary thereunto, out of the fulness
Of Christ.' A hearty affectionate trusting on Christ
far all his salvation, as- freely promised to us, hath na' turally enough in it to work in our souls a rational bent
and inclination to, and ability for, the practice of all ho,
dfeWBS; "because it comprehended! in it a trusting, that
through Christ, we are dead tq sin, and ahve to
'God j" that " otir "old man is crucified," Rom.'iv.
=®£3", '4; and that * we live by the Spirit," Gal.-v. 25 ;
-and that We have forgiveness of sin,'*" and. that " God
dlNfarCod," Psal. xxxi. 14 ;and that we have in the
J#il)ril'righteousness and strength, whereby we are able
db' kll things,"- Isa. xlv. 24.: Phil., iv., 13 ; and that
;ÿ*e shall be gloriously happy in the enjoyment of
ÿChrist to all eternity,"" Phil. iii.. 20, 21.. When the
•saints in scripture speak so highly of such glorious spitkaulprivileges, as Ihave here named, they acquaint
jjjdlii'the familiar sense and language of their faith,.
Clod and Christ, and they give us but an.
of the nature and contents, of it and they
bSF" nothing more than what they receive out of
ÿtiff/to'1 fulness of Christ.. And how can we otherwise
yidge, but that those that have a hearty love to Christ,
a good ground, think and speak such high.
Bing themselves, must needs be heartilv
ÿ
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disposed, and mightily strengthened for the -practice of
78

holiness ?
3. Because faith hath such a natural tendency to
dispose and strengthen the soul for the practice, of holi. ness, we have cause to judge it a meet instrument ta
accomplish eveiy part of that practice in an acceptable
manner. Those that with a due affection beiieve stecVfastly on Christ for the free gift of all his salvation, mayfind, by experience, that they are carried forth by that
faith, according to the measure of its strength or weak¬
ness, to love God heartily, because God hath loved
.them first, 1 John iv. 19; to praise.him, to pray unto
him, in die name of Christ, Eph. v. 20. John xvi. 2$,
27 j to be patient with cheerfulness under all afflictions,
giving thanks to the Father, that hath called thepi to
- his heavenly inheritance, Col. i. tl, 12 ;to love allthe
children of God out of love to their heavenly. Fatherÿ
1John v. 1; to walk as Christ walked, 1 Johnii. 6;
and to give themselves up to live to Christ in aU things,
.as constrained by his love in dying for them, 2 Cor. v.
14. We have a cloud of witnesses, concerning the ex¬
cellent works that were, produced by faith, Heb. xi.
And though trusting on Christ be accounted speb a.
"slight and contemptible thing, yet I,know no work of
obedience, which it is not able to produce. And note
the excellent maimer of working by faith. By it we
live and act in all good works, as people in Christ, as
"raised above ourselves, and inour natural.state, by peiy
'taking of him and his salvation ; and we do all in his
name, and on his account. This is. the practice of that
mysterious manner of living to God in holiness, which
is peculiar to the christian religion wherein we live?
and yet not we, but Christ liveth in. us," Gali- ii. 20.
•And who can imagine any other way but this for such
-a practice, while Christ and his salvation are known tp
us only by the gospel?
The explanation that Ihr.ve made of the nature
faith, and of its aptitude for its officers
.Office of true
to evidence, that it is a most holyfaith, as it is
ÿ
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called, Jude ver. 20 ; and that such a trusting on Christ,
described, in its own nature, cannot have any
tendency to . licentiousness, but only to holiness : and
that it rooteth and groundeth us in holiness, more than
the mere accepting of any terms of salvation, and con¬
senting to have Christ for our lord can do ; and is
more powerful to secure a holy practice, than any of
those resolutions of obedience, or resignation acts, that
some would have to be the great conditions of our sal¬
vation ; which are indeed no better than hypocritical
acts, if they be not produced by this faith. There is
indeed a counterfeit dead faith, such as wicked men
have : and if that tend . to licentiousness, let not true
faith be blamed ;but rather mark the description of it
which Ihave given, that you may not be deceived with
a counterfeit faith instead of it.
shall add something concerning the efficient cause of
I
.this excellent grace, and of our union with Christ by it ;
whereby it may appear, that it is not so slight and easy
a way of salvation, as some may imagine. The author
andfinisher of our faith, and of our union and fellow¬
ship with Christ by faith, is no less than the infinite Spi¬
rit of God, and God and Christ himself by the same Spi¬
rit ; for " by one Spirit we are all baptized into one
body of Christ, and are all rtrade to drink into one Spi¬
rit, 1 Cor. xii. 13. " God grant us, according to the
riches of his glory, to be strengthened with all might,
by the Spirit, in the inner man, that Christ may dwell
in our hearts by faith," F.ph. iii. 16, 17. 11 v>e do but
< ansider the great effect of lai.h, that by it we are raised
to live above our natural condition, by Christ and his
Spirit living in us, we cannot rationally conceive, that
it should be within the power of nature to do any tiring
that advanceth us so high.
If God had done no more for us in our sanctification, than to restore us to our first natural holiness ;j et
this could not have been done, without putting forth
his oan almighty power to quicken these that are dead
•n sin ; how much more is this almighty power needful
have
as I
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advance n* to this wonderful new kind of frame,
wherein we live and act, above all the power of nature,
by a higher principle of life than was given to Adam
in innocency, even by Christ and his Spirit living and
acting in us f The natural man bringeth forth his off¬
spring, according to his' image, by that natural power*
of multiplying, with which God blessed him at his first
-creation; but the second Adam bringeth forth his off¬
spring- new-bom -according to his image, only by thfc
Spirit, John iii. 5. " As many as received him, even
those that believe on his name, axe bom not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God,'* John i- 12, 13. Christ took his own human.
nature into personal union with himself, in the womb
of the Virgin Mary, by the Holy GhOst coming upon
her, and the power of the Highestovershadowing hef,
the same power whereby die world was created, Luke
i. 35. So he that taketh us into mystical union andfit*
byu*hip with himself,by no leas than an infinite creating
power t far "we are die workmanship of God, created
in Christ Jesus unto good works," Eph. ii. 10 ; and,
** if any man be in Christ, he- is a new creature, ft,
Cor. v. 17.
Forthe accomplishing this great work of our ne-W
creation in Christ, the Spirit of God doth first work.
Upon our hearts, by and with the gospel, to produce ip
us the grace offaith For if the gospel should come to.
us- in word only., and not in poxvct, and in the Holy
Ghost, Paid might labour to plant, and ApoHos to water,
without any success, because we cannot receive the
things of the Spirit of God *. yea, we shall account theln
foolishness, until the Spirit of .God enable us todisÿcern them, 1 Thess. i. 5. 1 Cor. iii. 6.- and ii. 14. We
shall never come to Christ, by any teaching of manÿ
except we also hear and learn of die Father, and be
drawn to Christ by bis Spirit, John vi. 44, 45. And.
when saving faith is wrought in us, the same Spirit
giveth us fast hold of Christ by it. As he opetieth the
mouth of faith to receive Christ, so he fillcth it With
ÿto
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him ;or else the acting of faith would be like a dream
of one that thinketh he eateth and drinketh, and when
he awaketh, he fmdeth himself empty. The same Spi¬
rit of God did both give that faith whereby miracles
were wrought, and did work also the miracles by it ;
so also the same Spirit of Christ doth work saving faith
in us, and doth answer the aim and end of that faith,
by giving us union and fellowship with Christ by it ;
so that none of the glory of this work belongeth to
faith, but only to Christ and his Spirit. And, indeed,
faith is of such a humbling self-denying nature, that it
ascribeth nothing that it receiveth to itself, but all
to the grace of God ; and therefore God saveth us by
faith,that all the glory may be ascribed to his free
grace, Rom. iv. 16. If Adam had strength enough in
innocency, to perform the duty of faith as well as we,
yet it will not follow that he had strength enough to
raise himself above his natural state, into union with
Christ ; because faith doth not unite us to Christ by its
own virtue, but bv the power of the Spirit working by
it, and with it. Thus we are first passive, and then
active in this great work of mystical union ; we are. first
apprehended of Christ. Christ entereth first into the
soul, to join himself unto it, by giving it the spirit of
faith ; and so tire soul receiveth Christ and his Spirit
by their own power, as the sun first enlightencth our
: eyes, and.then we can see by its light.
We may note farther, to the glory of the grace of
God, that this union is fully accomplished by Christ,
giving the spirit of faith to us, even before we act that
. faith, in the reception of him ; because by this grace or
spirit of faith, the soul is inclined and disposed to an
active receiving of Christ. And no doubt Christ is
thus united to many infants who have the spirit of faith,
and yet cannot act faith, because they are not come to
the use of their understandings ; but those of riper
years, that are joined passively to Christ, by the spirit
of faith, will also join themselves with him actively, by
die act of faith : and until they act this faith, they canÿ
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union with. Christ, and the coirifort of(it, or make use of it in acting any othty dudes of
holiness acceptably in this .life.

92

not know of enjoy their

DIRECTION V.
We cannot attain to the practice of true holiness,, by any of our en.
devours, white we continue in our natural state, and are not
. partakers of a new state, by union and fellowship -With Christ
through faith.

EXPLICATION.
where¬
It is evident, allhave not that precious
by Christ dwelleth in our hearts ; yea, the' number of
those that have it is small, comparatively to*" the whole
world that lieth in wickedness/' 1John y. 19, 20 j-and
many of those, that at length attain to it,- do continue
without it, for some considerable time, Kph. iL 12ÿ—
And though some may have the spirit of faith given to
them from their mother's womb (as John the baptist,
Luke i. 1$, 44.) yet even in them there is ÿ natural
being by generation, before there con be a spirited be¬
ing by regeneration, 1 Cor. xv. 46. Hencearisetbthe
consideration of two estates or conditions of the chit*
dren of men, in matters that- appertain to God, ami
godliness j the one of which is vastly different from
the other.
>
Those that have the happiness of a new birth add
creation in Christ by faith, are thereby placed in a very
excellent state, consisting in the enjoyment of the
righteousness of Christ for themjustifieationj and the
Spirit of Christ to live by, in-holiness hereÿ and glory
for ever,, as hath already appeared. Those that *i*e
not in Christ by faith, cannot be in a better statethsBt
that which they received, together with their nature;
from the first Adam, by being pace born and created
in him ; or than they can attain to by the power of that
nature, with any such help as Godis pleased to afford
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call a natural state,because it conto it. This latter I
aisteth in such things as we have either received by
natural generation, or can attain to by natural power,
through divine assistance ; as the scripture calleth man

in this state, the natural man, 1 Cor. ii. 14. The for¬
mer 1 call the new state, because we enter into it by a
new birth in Christ: and 1may call it.a spiritual state,
according to the scripture ; because it receiveth from
Christ the quickening Spirit, and the natural and spir¬
itual man are opposed, 1 Cor, ii. 14, 15 ; though some
call both these states spiritual, because the eA'erlasting
well or woe of the soul, or spirit, of man, is chiefly
concerned in them.
Jt is a common error of those that are in a corrupt
natural state, that they seek to reform their lives ac¬
cording to law, without any thoughts that their state
must be changed, before their lives can be changed
from sin to righteousness. The heathens, that knew
nothing of a new state in Christ, were urged by their
-ÿown consciences, to practise several duties of the law,
according to the knowledge they had by the light of
nature, Rom. ii. 14, 15. Israel, according to the flesh,
had a zeal of God and godliness, and endeavoured to
practise the written law, at least in external perform¬
ances, while they were enemies to the faith of Chrisf.
And Paul attained so far, that he was blameless in these
external performances of the righteousness of the law,
while he persecuted the church of Christ, Phil. iii. 6.
Some are so near the kingdom of God, while they
>
continue in a natural state, that they are convinced of
• the spirituality of the lav/, that itbindethus principally
, to love God w ith all our heart, soul, mind and strength,
• and to love our neighbour as ourselves ; and to perform
universal obedience to God, in all our inward thoughts
. and affections, as well as in all our outward actions,
and to do all the incumbent duties we owe to our neighhour, out of this heartv love, Mark xii. 33, 34. And
they struggle and labour with great earnestness to sub¬
due their inward thoughts and affections to the law of
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God, and to abstain, not only from some sins, but from
all known sins, and to perform every known duty of
the law with their whole heart and soul, as they think ;
and are active and intent in their devout practice, that
they over-work their natural strength, and so fervent in
their zeal, that they are ready even to kill their bodies
with very severe fastings, and with othei- cruel mace¬
rations, that they may kill their sinful lusts. They are
s'rongly convinced that holiness is absolutely necessary
to salvation, and are deeply affected with the terrors of
damnation ;and yet they were never so much enlight¬
ened in the mystery of the gospel, as to know that a
new state in Christ is necessary to a new life ; there¬
fore they labour in vain to reform their natural state,
instead of getting above it in Christ. And some of
these, when they have mis-spent many years in striving
against the stream of their lusts, without any success,
do at last fall miserably into despair of ever attaining
to holiness, and turn to wallow in the mire of their
luSts, or are fearfully swallowed up with horror of con¬
science.
There are several false opinions whereby such igno¬
rant zealots encourage themselves in their fruitless en¬
deavours. Some ofthem judge that they are able to
6 practise holiness, because they are not compelled to sin,
and may abstain from it if they will. To this they
•
add, that Christ, by the merit of his"death, hath restor¬
ed that freedom of will to good, which was lost by the
fall, and hath set nature upon its legs again ; and that,
If they endeavour to do what lieth in them, Christ willdo the rest, by assisting them with, the supplies of his
saving grace ; so they trust upon the grace of Christ to
help them in their endeavours. They plead farther,
that it would not consist with the justice of God topUnjsh them for sin, if they could avoid it; and that it
* would be in vain 'for ministers of the gospel to preach
to them, and exhort them to any saving duty, if they
cannot perform it. They produce examples of heathens,
and of such as had the name of christians, without any
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have described* who
acquaintance .with the faith that I
have attained to a great excellency in religious words
and works.
My work at present is, to deliver those ignorant zea*
lots from their fruitless tormenting labours, by bring* s
, ing them tQ despair of the attainment .of holiness, in a
natural state, that they may seek it only in a new state
by faith in Christ, where they may certainly find it,
without such tormenting labour and anxiety of spirit.
For this end, Ishall confirm the truth asserted in the
Direction, and fortify it against the fore-mentioned
false opinions, by the ensuing considerations.
1. The foundation of this assertion is firmly laid in
the directions already explained, and confirmed by
many places of scripture. For if all endowments ne¬
cessary to enable us for a holy practice, be to be had
only in a state of union and fellowship with Christ by
faith, and faith itself, not by the natural power of free¬
will, but by the power of Christ coming into the soul
by his Spirit, to unite us with himself ; who seeth not,
that the attainment of true holiness, by any of our most
vigorous endeavours, while we continue in our natural
state, is altogether hopeless ? Ineed add no more,
were it not to shew more fully what abundance of light
the scripture affordeth to guide us aright in this part of
our way, that those who wander out of it, by following
any false light of their own or other corrupted judg¬
ments, may find themselves the more inexcuseable.
2. It is evident that we cannot practise true holiness,
while we continue in a natural state ; because we must
be " born of water and of the Spirit," or else we can¬
"
not enter into the kingdom of God," John iii. 3, 5 ;
and we are " created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk
in them," Eph. ii. 10. If we could love God and our
neighbour, as the law requireth, without a new birth
and creation, we might live without them ; for Christ
hath said, " this do, and thou shalt live," I.uke x. 28.
Now, a new birth and creation is more than a mere
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reforming and repairing our natural state. If we were
put into a certain state and condition by the first birth
and creation, much more by the second. Forrthe first
produceth the substance of a man as well as a state ;
the second had nothing to produce, but a new state of
the same person. And note, that we were first created
and born in Adam the natural man, but our new birth
and creation are in Christ the spiritual man. And if
any man be in Christ, he is in a new state, far different
from the state of Adam before tl ie fall ; he is wholly a
new creature as it is written, " old things are past
away ; behold all things are become new," 2 Cor. v. 17.
3. It is positively asserted by the apostle Paul, that
those " that are in the flesh cannot please God," Rom.
viii. 8. Many are too overly and negligent in consi¬
dering the sense of this gospel phrase, what it is to be
in thejleslu They understand no more by it than to
be sinful, or to' be addicted inordinately to please the
sensitive appetite. They should consider, that the
apostle speaketh here of being in theflesh, as the cause
of sinfulness ; as the -next verse speaketh of being i.'}
the Spirit, as the cause of holiness ;and whatever cause
it be, it must needs be different from its effect. Sin is
a property of the flesh, or something that dwelleth in
the flesh, Rom. vii. 18 ; and therefore it is not the flesh
itself. The flesh is that which " lusteth against the
Spirit" Gal. v. 17; and therefore it is not merely sin¬
ful lusting. The true interpretation is, that by flesh is
meant the nature of man, as it is corrupted by the fall
of Adam, and propagated from him to us, in that cor¬
rupt state, by natural generation ; and to be in the
flesh, is to be in a natural state ; as to be in the Spirit, _
is to be in a new state, by the " Spirit of Christ dwell¬
ing in us," Rom. viii. 9. The corrupt nature is called
flesh, because it is received by carnal generation ; and
the new nature is called spirit, because it is received
by spiritual regeneration. " That which is bom of the
flesh, is flesh ; and that which is born of the Spirit, is
spirit," John iii. 6. So the apostle, if it be rightly un¬
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derstood, hath sakl enough to make us despair utterly
of attaining to true holiness, while we. continue in .a

natural state.
4. The apostle testifieth, that those that have been
taught as the truth is in Jesus, have learned to avoid
the formal sinful conversation, by " putting off the.old
man, which is corrupt, according to the deceitful lusts
and by " putting on the new man, which, after Clod, is
created in righteousness and true holiness," Eph. Lv.
21, 22, 24. Putting off the old man, and putting on the
neiv man, is the same with not being in the flesh, but in
the Spirit, in the foregoing testimony ; that is, putting
off our natural state, and putting on a new state, .by
union and fellowship with Christ. The apostle him¬
self sheweth, that by the new man is meant, that excel¬
lent state where " Christ is all, and in all," Col. iii. 11.
Therefore, by the old man, must needs be meant, the
natural state of man, wherein he is without the saving
enjoyment of Christ ; which is called old, because of
the new state to which believers are brought by their
regeneration in Christ. This is a manner of expression
peculiar to the gospel, as well as the former, and as
slightly Considered by those that think that the apos¬
tle's meaning is only, that they should put off sinful¬
ness, and put on holiness in their conversation ;and so
they think to become new men, by turning over anew
leaf in their practice, and leading a new life.
Let them learn here, that the old and new man are
two contrary states, containing in them, not only sin
and holiness, but all other things that dispose and in¬
cline us to the practice of them ; and that the old man
. must be put off, as crucified with Christ, before we
can be freed from the practice of ein, Rom. vj. 6, 7.
And there we cannot lead a new life, until we have first
gotten a new state by faith in Christ. Let me add
, here, that the meaning of the apostle is the same, Rom.
xiii. 12, 13, 14. where he directeth us to put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, as the means whereby we may cast
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off the deeds of darkness,- and walk honestly, .as in tbe
day time,not fulfilling the lusts of the flesh.
88

5. Our natural state hath several properties thafc
wholly disable -us for the practice of holiness, and en¬
slave us to the practice of sin, while we continue in it.
Here Ishall shew, that the old man, the flesh, or natu¬
ral state,is not only sin, as some would have it, but it
•ontaineth in it several things which Ishall name, that
maketh it to be sinful, besides several other things that
maketh it miserable. Ihave shewed, that, in Christ
we have all endowments necessary to frame us for god*
liness ; so, in our fleshly state, we have all things con¬
trary to that holy frame. One thing belongeth to our
natural state is, the guilt of sin, even of Adam's first
sin, and of the- sinful depravation of our nature, and of
all our own actual transgressions i> and therefore we
are by nature " the children of wrath," Eph. ii. 3. antf
ÿ'
under the curse of God The. benefit of remission of
.
bur sins, and freedom from condemnation, isnot given
to us ht the flesh, or in a natural state, but only in
V
flhristj Rom. viii. 1. Eph. i. 7. And can we imagine,
- Chat a man should be ableto prevail against sin, while
God is against him, and curseth him ? Anolher pro« petty, inseparable from the former is, an evilconscience,
which denounceth the wrath of God against us for sin,
"""
and mclineth us to abhor him as our enemy, rather than '
to love him, as he hath been shewed ;or if it be a blind
Conscience, it hardeneth us the more in our nits. A
third'property, is an evil inclination, tending only to
tfin ;which therefore is called " sin that dwelleth in us,"
and the " law of sin in our members," that powerfully
subduetb and " captivateth us to the service of sih,
Rom•• vii. 20, 23. It is a fixed propensity to lust against
the law without any deliberation; and therefore its
histings are not to be prevented by any diligence OS
watchfulness. " The mind of the flesh is enmity against
God ;• for it is not subject to the law of God, neither in¬
deed can be," Rom. viii. 7- How vain then is it t*a
plead, that they can do good if they will, when their

.

ÿ

Digitized by

Google

OF

SAXCTIFlCATION.

•

8?

minds and will itself js enslaved to sin ?
subjection to the power of
perty is,

A fourth pro¬
the
11evil, who
"
is the god of this world, that hath blinded the minds of
all that believe not," 2 Cor. iv. 4 ; and will certainly.
conquer all whom he fighteth with on his own dung¬
hill ; that is, in a natural state. And from all these
properties, we may well conclude, that our natural state,
liath the property never to be good, to be stark dead im
sin, Eph. ii. 1. according to the sentence denounced!
against the first sin of mankind in Adam, " In the day
that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die," Gen.,
ii. 17. For, you can no more bring it to holiness, byt
any the most vehement motives and endeavpurs, than.:.
you can bring a dead carcase to life, by chaffing and.
rubbing it- You can stir up no strength, or fortifying .
grace, in the natural man by such motives and endea¬
vours ;because there is no strength in him to he stirred
up, Rom. v. 6- Though you do all that lieth in you to
the utmost, while you are in this flesh, you can do no¬
thing but sin ;for there is no good thing in you, gs the
aposde Paul sheweth by his own experience. " I
know,
that in me, (that is, in my flesh) dwellcth no good
thing," Rom. vii. 18.
6. We have no good ground to trust on Christ to
help us to will or to do that which is acceptable to him, *
while we continue in our natural state ; or to imagine
that freedom of will to holiness is restored to us by the
merit of his death. For, as it hathbeen already shew¬
ed, Christ aimed at a higher end, in his incarnation,
death and resurrection, than the restoring the decay
and ruins of our natural state. He aimed tq advance
us to a new state, more excellent than the state of. na¬
ture ever was, by union and fellowship with himself ;
that we might live to God, not by the power of a natu¬
ral free-will, but by the power of his Spirit living and.
acting in us. So we may conclude, that our natural.
state is irrecoverable and desperate, because Christ, 'the only Saviour, did not aim at the recovery of it.
It is neither holy nor happy, but subject to sin, and to,
•
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all miseries, as long as k remainath. Even these that
ire in a new state in Christ, and da serve the law of
God with their mind, do yet with their " flesh serve
the law of sin," Rom. vii. 25. As far as it remaineth
in diem, k " lusteth against the Spirit," Gel. vU 17 }
and u it remaineth dead, because of sin," even when
** the Spirit of life to diem, because of righteousness,"
Rom. viii. 10r and must be wholly abolished by death,
before we can be perfected in that holiness and hap¬
piness that is by faith in Christ. After God had pro¬
mised salvation by Christ, the seed of the woman, he
placed cherubims and a flaming sword to keep mass
Out of Paradise : thereby teaching him, that his first
state was lost without hope, and that the happiness in¬
tended for him was wholly new. Our old natural man
was not revived and reformed by the death of Christ,
but crucified together with him, and therefore to be
abolished and destroyed out of us by virtue of his death,

Rom. vi. 6. It is like the part of a garment infected
with' the plague of leprosy, which was to be rent off" as
incurable, that the garment might be clean, Lev. xiti56; "if Christ be not in us, we are reprobates," 2
Cor. xiii. 5 ; i. e. we arc in a state which God hathre<jected from partaking of his salvation ; so that we are
not to Expect any assistance from God, to make us
holy in it, but rather to deliver us from it.
7. litis doth not at all discharge those that are tit s
natural state from obligation to holiness of life, new
render them inexcusable for their sins at the tribunal
of God's justice. For, " God hath made man upright,
but they sought- out many inventions," Ece. vii- 29.
Observe well the words of this text, and yob will find,
that all they who have sought out many inventions,
rather than upright walking, are comprehended in man
that was at first made upright. And man, in the text,
signifieth all mankind. The first Adam was all man¬
kind, as Jacob and Esau were two nations in the womb
of Rebecca, Gen. xxv. 23. God- made us all in our
first parent, according to- his dw* image, able and- in-
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do his law ; and in that pure nature, our oh*
ligation to obedience was first laid upon us, and the
first wilful transgression, whereby our first parent be¬
reaved himself of the image of God, and brought
upon himself the, sentence of death,, was our sin as
well as his ; for, "In one man, Adam, all have sinned*
and so death is passed upon all*" ltom. v. 12; because
all mankind were in Adam's loins, when the first sin.
was committed ;even as Levi may be said to have paid
tithes inAbraham before he was bom ; because, when
his father Abraham paid tithes to Melchtzedek, he was
ÿyet in his loans, Heb. vii.,9.10. That the promise of
God, that "he will not charge the iniquities of parents;
upon their children, is a promise belonging to the new
covenant confirmed in the Wood, of Christ ; and it is
yea and. amen to ua only in Christ, in whom we have
another nature than that which our parents conveyed
to us.; so that we cannot justly claim the benefit of it
in our old natural atate, Jer. xxxi. 29, 30, 31. and 2
Cor, i. 20. Those that account their impotency a suf¬
ficient plea to excuse them or others, shew that they
were never truly humbled for that great wilful trans¬
gression ,ofc all mankind in the loins of Adam. l«a>
bility to pay debt, excuseth not a debtor that hath
lavished away his estate ; neither doth drunkenness
excuse the mad actings of a drunkard, but rather ag¬
gravates his sin. And our impotency consisted! not in
a mere want of executive power, but in the want of a
willing mind, to practise true holiness and righteous¬
ness. Naturally we love - it not, we like it not, but
lusteth against it, Gal. v. 17 ; and "hate the light,"
John iiu 20. If men in a natural state had a hearty
love, nod liking to true holiness,, mid a desire and senous endeavour to practise k, out of a hearty love,,
and yet failed in the event, then they might, under
some pretence, plead for their excuse (as some do. for
them) that they were compelled to sin by an inevitable.
fete. But none have just cause to plead any such thing
for their excuse ;because nope endeavour to practise
(fined to
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true holiness out of a hearty love to it, until the good
wprk be begun in their souls ; and, when God hath
begun he will perfect it, Phil. i. 6 ; and while, in the
mean time, accept their ready mind, though they fall
short in performance, 2 Cor. viii. 12. ".How abom¬
inable, then, and filthy is man, that drinketh iniquity
as water ?" Job xv. 16 ; that cannot practise holiness,
because he will not? this is their just condemnation,
'
that they love darkness rather than light. They de¬
serve to be partakers with the devils in torments, as they
partake with them in evil lusts ; and their inability to
do good, will no more excuse them, than it excusethÿ
the devils.
> 8. Neither will this assertion make it a vain thing
to preach the gospel to natural people, and to exhort
them to true repentance and faith in Christ, for their,
conversion and salvation. For the design of our preach¬
ing is not to bring them to holiness in their natural,,
State, but to raise them above it, and to present them,
perfect in Christ, in the performance of those duties,
Col. i. 28. And though they cannot perform those du¬
ties by their natural strength ; yet the gospel is made
effectual for their conversion and salvation, by the
power of the Holy Ghost, which accompanieth the
preaching of it, to quicken those that are dead in sin,
and to create them anew in Christ, by giving to them
repentance unto life, and a lively faith in Christ. The
gospel cometh to the elect of God, not " in word, but
also in power, and in the Holy Ghost," and in such as¬
surance, that they receive " it with joy of the Holy
Ghost," 2 Thess. i. 5, 6." " The gospel is the minis-'
tration of the Spirit, that giveth life, 2 Cor. iii. 6, 7, 8.,
" Jt is mighty through God," 2 Cor. x. 4. It depend-'
o. eth not at all upon the power of our free-will, to make
it successful for our conversion ; but itlfonveyeth, into,.
the soul that life, and power whereby we receive and
obey it. Christ can make those that are dead in sinto hear his voice and live," John v. 25*. Therefore
he can speak to them by his gospel, and command thenu

"
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to repent and believe with good success, as well as he
could say to the dead carcases, " Talitha cumi," Mark
v. 41. " Lazarus, come forth," John xi. 43, 44; and
to the sick of the palsy,
" Arise, take up thy bed, and
go into thine house," Matth. ix. 6.
9. There is no reason that the examples of heathen
philosophers, or any Jews or christians, by outward
profession, that have lived without the saving know¬
ledge of God in Christ, should move us, by their wise
sayings and renowned attainments, in the practice of
devotion and morality, to recede from this truth, that
hath been so fully confirmed out of the holy scriptures.
Have we not cause to judge that the apostle Paul, while
he was a zealous Pharisee, and at least some few of
the great multitudes of the Jews in his time, that were
zealous for the law, and had the instruction of the holy
Bcriptures, attained as near to that true holiness, as the
heathen- philosophers, or any others in their natural
state ? Yet Paul, after he was enlightened with the
Baving knowledge of Christ, judged himself the chief
of sinners, in his former highest attainments ; though,
in the judgment of others, he was blameless touching
the righteousness which is in the law : and he found it
necessary to begin to live to God in a new way, by faith
in Christ, and to suffer the loss of all his former attain¬
ments, and to count them but dung-, that he might loin
Christ, 1 Tim. i. 15. Phil. iii. 6, 7, 8.
And none of the great multitude of Jews that follow¬
ed after the laxo of righteousness, did ever attain unto
it, while they sought it not " by faith in Christ," Rom.
ix. 31, 32. What performances are greater, in out¬
ward appearance, than for a man to give all his goods
to the poor, and to give his body to be burnt Iand yet
the scripture alloweth us to suppose, that this may be
done without true charity, and therefore without any
true holiness of the heart and life, 1 Cor. xiii. 3. Men
in a natural state may have strong conviction of the
infinite power, wisdom, justice, and goodness of God,
and of the judgment to come, and the everlasting hap-
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piness of the godly, and torments of the wicked : and
those convictions may stir them up, not only to make a
high profession, and to utter rare sayings concerning
God and godliness ; but also to labour, with great ear¬
nestness, to avoid all known sin, to subdue their lusts,
to perform universalobedience to God in all knowndu¬
ties, and to serve him with their lives and estates to the
utmost j and to extort out of their hearts some kind of
love to God and godliness, that, if possible, they may
escape the terrible torments of hell, and procure ever¬
lasting happiness by their endeavours : yet all their
love to God is but forced and feigned j they have no
hearty liking to God or his service ; they account him
a hard master, apd his commands grievous, and they
repine and fret inwardly at the burden of them ; and
. were it not for fear of everlasting fire, they would little
regard the enjoyment of God in heaven, and they
would be glad if they might have the liberty to enjoy
their lust without danger of damnation. ,
'lire highest preferment of those that are born only
after the flesh, in Abraham's family', is but to 44 be chil¬
dren of the bondwoman," Gal, iv. 23. And though
they toil more in God's service than many of his dear
children, yet God accepteth not their service, because
their best performances are slavish, without any child¬
like affections towards God, and no better than glitter¬
ing sins } and yet these natural men are not at all be¬
holden to the goodness of their natures for these coun¬
terfeit shews of holiness, or for the least abstaining
from the grossest sins. . If God should leave men fully
to their own natural corruptions, and to the power of
Satan, (as they deserve) all shew of religion ,and mor
rality would be quickly banished out of the world, an<|
we should grow past feeling in wickedness, and like
the cannibals, who are as good by nature as ourselves.
But God, that can restrain the burning of the fiery fur¬
nace, without quenching it, and the flowing of water,
without changing its nature, doth also restrain the
working of natural corruption, without njoitifyingut ;
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and through the greatness of his wisdom and powfer,
" he maketh his enemies to yield unfeigned obedience
to him," Psal. lxvi. 3 ;and to do many things good for
the matter of them, though they can do nothing in a
right holy manner.
He hath appointed several means to restrain our cor¬
ruptions : as the law, terrors of conscience, terrible
judgments, and rewards in this life ; magistrates, hu¬
man laws, labour for necessaries, as food and raiment ;
and those gospel means that are effectual for sanctification, serve also for restraint of sin. God hath gracious
er.-. 5 in this restraint of sin, that his church may be pre¬
served, and his gospel preached in the world; and
that these natural men may be in a better capacity to
receive the instructions of the gospel ; and that such
of them that are chosen, may in due time be convert¬
ed ; and that those of them that are not truly convert¬
ed, may enjoy more of the goodness of God here, and
suffer less torments hereafter. As vile and wicked as
the world is, we have cause to praise and magnify
the free goodness of God, that it is not worse.

DIRECTION VI.
Those that endeavour to perform sincere obedience to >11 commands
of Christ, as the condition whereby they are to procure for them¬
selves a right and title to salvation, ar.d a good ground to trust on

him for the same, do seek their salvation by the works of_ the law,
and not hy the faith of Christ, as he is revealed in the gospel : and
they shall never he able to perform sincere and true holy obedi¬
ence by all such endeavours.

EXPLICATION.

--Foil the understanding the terms of this direction
take salvation as comprehending jus¬
here, that I
tificationÿ as well as other saving benefits : and sincere

n<Me

obedience. a6 comprehending holy resolutions, as well as
the 'fulfilling them. The most of men, that have any
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sense of religion, are prone to imagine, that the strfa
wty to establish the practice of holiness and righteous*
nessy is to make it tne procuring condition of the fa*
your of God, and all happiness. This may appear
by the various false religions that have prevailed most
inthe world. In this way the heathens were brought
to their best devotion and morality, by the knowledge
of the judgment of God, that those that violate several
of the great duties to God and their neighbour, are
worthy of death ;and by their consciences accusing oar
excusing them, according to the practice of them, Horn.
i. 32. and ii. 14, 15. Our consciences are infarr.ed
by the common light of natural reason, that it is just
with God to require us to perform those duties, that
we may avoid his wrath, and enjoy his favour. And
we cannot find any better way than this to obtain hap¬
piness, or to stir up ourselves to duty, without divine
revelation. Yet, because our own consciences testify
that we often fail in the performance of these -duties,
we are inclined, by self-love, to persuade ourselves
that our sincere endeavours to do the best we can, shall/
be sufficient to procure the favour of God, and pardon
for all our failings.
Thus we see that our persuasion of salvation, by the
condition of sincere obedience, hath its original from
our corrupt natural reason, and is part of the wisdom
of this world. It is none of " the wisdom of God in a
mystery, that hidden wisdom which God ordained be¬
fore the world to our glory it is none of those things
of the Spirit of God which " have not entered intothe
heart of man," and which u the natural man cannot re¬
ceive ; for they are foolishness to him ; neither can he
know them, for they are spiritually discerned," 1Cor.
ii. 6, 7, 9, 14. It is none of the foolishness ofpreaeting, whereby it pleased God " to save them that be¬
lieve," 1 Cor. i. 21. And though we had abetter way
revealed to us in the gospel, for the enjoyment of the
favour of God, and holiness itself, and all salvation,
without any procuring condition of worlee,. by rive free
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gift of God's grace through faith in Christ } yet it is
very difficult to persuade men out of a way they are na¬
turally addicted to, and that hath forestalled and cap¬
tivated their judgments, and is bred in their bone, and
therefore cannot easily be gotten out of the flesh. Most
of those that live under the hearing and profession of
the gospel, are not brought to hate sin as sin, and to
love godliness for itself, though they be convinced of
the necessity of it to salvation ; and therefore they canhot love it heartily. The only means they can take to
bring themselves to a hypocritical practice in their old
natural way, that they may avoid hell, and get heaven,
by thfeir works. And their own consciences witness,
the zeal and love that they have for God and godli¬
ness, their self-denial, sorrow for sin, strictness of life,
are in a manner forced and extorted from them by slav- ish fear and mercenary hope ; so that they are afraid
that if they should trust on Christ for salvation, by
free grace without works, the fire of their zeal and
devotion would be quickly extinguished, and they
should grow careless in religion, and let loose the
reigns to their lusts, and bring certain damnation upon
themselves. This moveth them to account them the
.only Boanergessds who preach little or none of the doc¬
trine of free grace, but rather spend their pains in re¬
buking sin, and urging people to get Christ and his sal¬
vation by their works, and thundering hell and damna¬
tion against sinners.
It hath been farther observed, that some that have
contended much for salvation by free grace, without
any condition of works, have fallen into antinomian
opinions, and licentious practices. The experience of
these tilings hath much prevailed with some learned
and zealous men of late amongst ourselves, to recede
from the doctrine of justificationaffaith without works,
formerly professed unanimously, and strongly defended
by the protectants against the papists, as a principal ar¬
ticle of true religion. They have persuaded them*
selves, that such a way of justification is ineffectual.
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,

yea, destructive

to sanctification ; and that the practice
of sincere obedience cannot be established against antinomian dotages and prevailing lusts, except it be made
the necessary condition of our justification, and so of
our eternal salvation. Therefore they conclude, that
God hath certainly made sincere obedience to be the
condition of our salvation. And they have endeavour¬
ed to new-model the protestant doctrine, and to inter¬
pret the holy scriptures in a way agreeable and subser¬
vient to this their sure foundation of holiness.
Gut Ihope to shew, that this their imagined sure
foundation of holiness was never laid by the holy God ;
but that it is rather an error in the foundation, perni¬
cious to the true faith, and to holiness of life. X ac¬
count it an error especially to be abhorred and detested,
because we are so prone to be seduced by it, and be¬
cause it is ;ui error whereby Satan, transforming him¬
self into an angel of light, and a patron of holiness,
hath greatly' withstood the gospel in the apostle's times,
and stirred up men to persecute it, out of zeal for the
law : and hath since prevailed to set up and maintain
popery, whereby the mystery of iniquity w'orketh apace
in these days, to corrupt the purity of the gospel among
protestants, and heal the deadly wound that was given
to popery, by preaching the doctrine o(justification by
faith., without works.
One thing asserted in the Direction against this fun¬
damental error is, that it is a way of salvation by the
ÿworks of the law, and not by thefaith of Christ, as revealeyl in the gospel ; though the maintainors of it
would have us believe that it is the only way to the.
gospel, that so they may not doubt of its power and
efficacy for our justification, sanctification, ar-1 our
whole salvation. Their reasons are, because the law,
as a covenant of w orks, requireth us to do all its com¬
mandments perfectly that we may live; whereas they
plead only for a milder condition of sincere doing, that
we may live. And they plead not for doing duties,
as obliged thereunto by "tire authority of the law given
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of God by Moses, but only in obedience to the com¬
mands of Christ in the gospel. Neither dd they plead
for salvation by sincere obedience without Christ, but
only by Christ, and through his merit and righteous¬
ness. And they acknowledge, that both salvation it¬
self, and sincere obedience are given to them freely by
the grace of Christ ; so that all is of grace. They acknowledge also, that their salvation is by faith, because
sincere obedience is wrought in them by believing the
gospel, and is included in the nature of faith, whieh is
the entire condition of our salvation : and some call it
the resignating act of faith. But all these reasons are
1
but a fallacious vizard upon a legal way of salvation, to
' make it look like pure gospel ; as I
shall evince by the
following particulars.
1. AJ1 that seek salvation by the sincere performance
of good works, as the procuring condition, are condemn- ed by the apostle Paul, for seeking righteousness by
ix. 32 ;
' the works of the laxv, and not by faith, Rom.
and for seeking to be justified by the law, and falling
ÿfrom the grace of Christ, Gal. v. 4. This one asser. ' tion, if it can be proved, is enough to pluck off the fal1
lacious vizard from the condition of sincere obedience,
' and to make men abhor it, as a damning legal doctrine,
'
that bereaveth all its followers of all salvation by Christ.
' And the proof of it is not difficult to persons that wa' rily consider a point of so great moment for their sal.• vation. The Jews and judaizing christians, against
5
whom the apostle chiefly disputed in his whole contro! ver'sy, did not
profess any hope of being justified by
!perfect
obedience, according to the rigour of the law,
' but only by such obedience as they accounted to be
sincere, and not hypocritical. And we have no- cause
to doubt but that the judaizing Galatians had learned,
.'by the gospel, to distinguish sincere obedience from
"hypocrisy.
i
The Jewish religion bound all that professed it, to
acknowledge themselves to be sinners ; as appeareth
by their anniversary humiliation on the day of atoneÿ
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ment, and several other rites of the law, and many
clear testimonies in the oracles of God, that were com¬
mitted to them, Psal. cxliii. 2. Prov. i.9. Eccl. vii.
20. Yet they know they were bound to turn to the
Lord with all their hearts, in sincerity and upright¬
ness, and that God would accept of sincere obedience';
for which cause they might better put it for the condi¬
tion of the law, than we can of the gospel, Psal. ii. 9,
10. Deut. vi. 5. xxx. 10. So that if the apostle had
disputed against those that held only perfect obedience
to be the condition of justification, he had contended
with his own shadow. And they might as readily judge
sincere obedience to be the condition of justificatkati
under the law, as we can judge it to be the condition
under the gospel. Neither doth the apostle condemn
them merely for acoounting sincere obedience to the
law, as jjiven by Moses, to be the condition of
justification ;but, more generally, for seeking sahrMtbm
by their own works. And he allegeth aga net dnl
that Abraham, who lived before the law of LIoseÿHk
not justified by any of his works, though he did peflfin
sincere obedience ; and that David, who fiVed tien#
the law of Moses, was notjustified by his works, tliow
he performed sincere obedience, and was as nrifpt
given to obey the law given by Moses, as we ard to
obey any commands of Christ m the gospel', Ih>mvtt.
2, 3, 5, 6. Neither doth he condemn them
lag their salvation only by works, without respe*Mj|
at all the grace and salvation that is by Christ ;dpr :
the judaizing Galatians were yet professors ofoJMjh
grace and salvation of Christ, though they jfobdj|ljfc
obedience to the law a necessary condition for the'tiflft
taking of it,as also many other judaizing believpMdjifc
And doubtless, they accounted themselves
thereunto, not only by the authority of Moses,hufsjBF.
Christ also, whom they owned as their Lord and" 8s
viour. And we may be sure it was-no damning <UW|
to account Moses's law obliging at that time; for many
thousands of the Jews, that were found believers, held
100
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the ceremonies of Moses to be in force at that time ;
and Paul was tender towards them in it, Ai ts xxi. 20,
26. xv. 5. And other Jews sought justificationÿ not
only by their sincere works, but also by trusting on the
promise made to Abraham, "and on their priesthood
and sacrifices, that were types of Christ. And the
most legal Pharisees would thank- God for their works,
as proceeding from his grace, Luke xviii. 11. And
they could as well acknowledge their salvation to be by
faith, as the asserters of salvation, by sincere obedi¬
ence, can in these days ; for they accounted that their
sincere obedience was wrought in them by believing
the word of God, which contained gospel as well as
legal doctrine in it ; and therefore that it must be in¬
cluded in the nature of faith, if faith were taken for the
condition of their salvation.
Let the asserters of the condition of sincere obedi¬
ence learn from hence, that they are building again
that judaism which the apostle Paul destroyed, where¬
by the Jews stumbled at Christ, Bom. ix. 32 ; and the
Galatians were in danger of falling from Christ and
grace, Gal. v. 2, 4; and let them beware of falling
under that curse which he hath denounced, on this.
wery occasion," against any man, or angel, that shall
preach any other gospel than that which he hath preach¬
ed, Gal. i. 8, 9.
2. The difference between thp law and gospel doth
•not at all consist in this, the one requireth perfect do¬
ing ;the other, only sincere doing ; but in this, that the
one requireth doing, the other not doing, but believing
for life and salvation. Their terms are different,,
not only in degree, but in their whole nature.
The apostle Paul opposeth the believing required-in
the gospel, to all doing for life, as the condition proper
to-the law; Gal.iii. 12. " The law is not of faith ; but
the man that doth them, shall live in them." Rom. iv..
5. "To him that worketh riot, but believeth on him
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness." If We seek salvation bv ever eo easy
12
i
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and mild a condition of works, we do thereby bring
ourselves under the terms of the law, and become debt¬
ors to fulfil the whole law in perfection, though we in¬
tended to engage ourselves only to fulfil ft in part, GaL.
v. 3 ;for the law is a complete declaration of the only
terms whereby God will judge all that are not brought
to despair of procuring salvation by any of their owa
works, and to receive it as a gift freely given to them
by the grace of God in Christ. So that all that seek
salvation, right or wrong, knowingly or ignorantly, by
any works, less or more, whether invented by their- own
superstition, or commanded by God in the Old or New
Testament, shall at last stand or fall according to these
tost

terms.

3. Sincere obedience cannot be performed to all the
cpmmands of Christ in the gospel, except it be also

performed to the moral latux as given by Moses, and
as obliging us by that authority. Some asserters of the
condition of salvation, by sincere obedience to the com¬
mands of Christ, would fain be free from the authority
of the law of Moses, because that justifieth none, but
thundereth out a curse against all those that seek sal¬
vation by the works of it, Gal. iii. 10, 11. But if the£
were at all,justified by sincere works, their respect tt)
Moses's authority would not hinder their success ; for
many .that were good christians, accounted themselves,
bound to obey, not only the moral, but the ceremonial
law ;and if they had sought j ustific&tion by any works,
they would have sought it by those, Acts xx. 20, 21.
They knew not of any justification by sincere works,
as commanded in the gospel; yet, if they had jerred
in any thing absolutely necessary to salvation, the apos¬
tles would not have tolerated their weakness. And,
.whether they will or no, they must seek their salvation
by the works of the moral law, as given by Moses, or
else they can never get it by sincere obedience to the
commands of Christ. Christ never loved their new
"condition so well, as to abolish the Mosaical authority
of the moral law, for the establishing of it. He came
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not to destroy the law and the prophets, but to fulfil
them, in the practice required by them ; and hath "de¬
clared, that " those that break one of the least of these
commandments, and teach men so, shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven : but whosoever shall
do and teach them, the same shall be called great in
the kingdom of heaven, Mat. v. 17, 19. lie command¬
ed us to " do to men whatsoever we would they should
do to us, because this is the law and the prophets t
which is sufficient to prove, that he would have lis to
account thedaw authoritative to oblige us in this mat¬
ter. He requireth his disciples to observe and do
whatsoever the Scribes and Pharisees bid them, be¬
cause they " sat in Moses's seat," Mat. xxiii. 2, 3.
And, to come to the point in hand, when Christ had
occasion to answer the questions of those that were
guilty of the same error, that Iam now dealing with,
in seeking salvation by their own works, he shewed
them that they must obey the commands as they were
Already established by die Mosaical authority, in the
acriptures of the Old Testament : " What is written in
the law ? how readest thou I This do, and thou shalt
five," Luke x. 26, 28. " If thou wilt enter into life,
kpep the commandments which are, " thou shalt do
Bfi murder ; thou shalt not commit adultery," &c. : .•*<
f fo like manner die apostles of Christ urged the per?
fiotpiance of moral duties upon believers, by.the autho*
Mfy of the law given by Moses. The aposde Paul exfiarteth to love one another, because " he that loveth
tfffe another, hath fulfilled the law," Rom. xiii. 8; and
honour our father and mother, which is the first
«ymmand with promise," Eph. vi. 2. The apostle
jTohti exhorteth to love others, as no new, but an old
isiapaniandment. The apostle James exhorteth" to fulroyallaw, according to the scriptures : thou shalt
thy neighbour as thyself ;" and to keep all the
ÿBtmandincnts of the law, one as well as another, befAuseihe that said, " do not commit adultery," said also,
"Aide not kill," Jam. ii. 8, 10, 11. Sound protestants
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have accounted the denial of the moral law of Moses
•to he an antinomian error. And though our late pre¬
varicators against antinomianism maintain not this er¬
ror ; yet they establish a worse error, justification by
their sincere gospel -works. Ithink the denomination
of. the antinominians arose from this error. The law
of Moses had its authority at first from Christ ; for
Christ was the Lord God of Israel, that ordained the
law by angels on mount Sinai, in the hand of Susses, a
mediator for the Israelites, who were then his onlychurch, and with whom we believing Gentiles are now
joined, as " fellow members of one and the same body,"
Eph. iii. 6. And though Christ hath since abrogated
some of the commandments, then given by ÿMoses,
concerning figurative ceremonies and judicial proceed¬
ings, yet he hath not annulled the obligative authority
Of the moral law, but hath left it in its full force, to
Oblige in moral duties, that still are to be practised }
as, when some acts of any parliament are repealed, the
authority of the same parliament remaineth inviolable
in other acts that are hot repealed.
Iknow they object, that the ten commands of the
moral law, the ministration of death, written and engraven on stones,are also done awhy by Christ, 2 Con
iii. 7. But this maketh altogether against their condi¬
tional covenant : for they are the ministration of death,
*nd done away, not as they commanded perfect obedi¬
ence, for even Christ himself commandeth us to be per¬
fectÿ Mat. v. 48 ; but as they were conditions for pro-,
curing life, and avoiding death, established by a prOr
mise of life to the doers, and a curse to the breakers
of them, Gal. iii. 10, 12. The covenant made with
Israel on mount Sinai, is abolished by Christ, the me¬
diator of the new covenant, Heb. viii. 8, 9, 13. And
the ten commandments bind us not as they were words
of that coveftant, Exod. xxxiv. 28. I
mean, they bind
as not as conditions of that covenant, except we seek
to be justified by works : for the law, as a covenant,
doth still stand in force enough to cttrse those that seek
104
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salvation by their own works, Gal. iii. 10; and, if
abolished, it is only to those that are in Christ by faith,
Gal. ii. 16, 20. Acts iii. 22 25. xv. 10, 11. But the
ten commandments bind us still, as they were then
given to a people that were at that time under the co¬
venant of grace made with Abraham, to shew them
what duties are holy, just and good, well-pleasing to
God, and to be a rule for their conversation. The re¬
sult of all is, that we must still practise moral duties,
as commanded by Moses ; but we must not seek to be
justified by our practice. If we use them as a rule of
life, not as conditions of justification, they can be no
ministration of death, or killing letter unto us. The
perfection indeed maketh them to be harder terms to
procure life by, but a better rule to discover all im¬
perfections, and to guide us to that perfection which
we should aim at. And it will be our wisdom, not to
part with the authority of the decalogue of Moses, un¬
til our new divines can furnish us with another system
of morality, as complete as that, and as excellently com¬
posed, and ordered by the wisdom of God, and more
authentic than that is.
4. Those that endeavour to procure God's salvation,
by their sincere obedience to all the commands of
Christ, do act contrary to that way of salvation by
Christ,free grace and faith, discovered in the gospel,ÿ
though they own it in profession ever so highly.
1st. They act contrary to the way of salvation by
Christ; for they would heal themselves, and save them- ,
•selves from the power and pollution of sin, and procure
God's favour, by performing sincere obedience, before
they are come to Christ, the only physician and Saviour.
They lay their own obedience lowest in the foundation
of their salvation, and build the enjoyment of Christ
upon it, who ought to be the only foundation. They
would sanctify themselves, before they have a sure in¬
terest in Christ ; and, " going about to establish their
own righteousness, they do not submit themselves to
the righteousness of dod in Christ," Rom. x. 3, 4.

—

i

ÿ

ioogle

<j,

106

THE GOSPEL MTSTEitY

Sometimes they will Call the righteousness of 'Christy
.their legal righteousness, that they make room for an
ÿevangelical righteousness of their own works, to be the
ÿimmediate procuring cause of their justification by
Christ ;whereas the apostle Paul knew no evangelical
: righteousness but that of Christ* which he called
" the
righteousness of faith without the law," Rom. iii. 21,
22. and not of the law," Phil.iii. 9. Thus they make
. void Christ's" salvation, while they pretend to oWn it,
and Christ profiteth them nothing. Christ is become of
none effect to them, while they would be " justified by
the law," Gal. v. 2, 4. If we would be saved by Christ,
we must own ourselves dead, lost sinners, that can have
no righteousness for justification but his ;no life or abi¬
lity to do good, until God bring us into union and fel¬
lowship with him.
2d. They do act also contrary to salvation by grace,
according to the true meaning of the gospel. Forws
are not taved by grace,as the supreme cause of salva¬
tion, by the intervention of Works, given and accepted
• by grace, as the procuring cause ; in which sense we
might be saved by grace, though by a covenant of
.works.; as a servant that hath monies given him by hit
master, to purchase an annuity of his master at a low
rate, may profess that he had an annuity given hiin
. j n(freely, and yet that he hath purchased it,and may claim .
. it as a due debt. But we are saved by grace, as the im¬
mediate and complete,cause of our -whole salvhtion, exchiding procurement of Our salvation by the fcondHida
of works, and claiming it by any law as a due debt;
The scripture teacheth Us, that' there is a perfect op¬
position, and utter iyrecbncilablpness, between Salva¬
tion by grace and Works! " If by grace, then it is
no more of works; otherwise grace is no more grace:
hut, if it be of works, then it is no more grace; othri*• . , wise work is no more work," Roin. xi. 6.
So also,
there is an opposition between a reward reckoned of
grace, and of debt, Rom.' iv. 4; between a promise 6f
happiness by the law, aiid hy grace, Rom.
•
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Cjod is so jealous of the glory of his free grace, that he

will not save us by any works, though of his own work¬
ing in us, " lest any man should boast," J£ph. ii. 9. He
knovveth when he healeth men by physic, or maintain- •
eth them by the labour of their hands, they are prone
to attribute the glory, rather to the means they useÿ
than to his sole bounty and goodness.
3d, They do also act contrary to the way of salva¬
tion by faith : for, as Ihave shewn fJready, the faith
which is required for our salvation in the gospel, is to
be understood in a sense contrary to doing good works,
as a condition to procure our salvation, and so tire true
difference between terms of the law and the gospel may
be maintained. Believing is opposed to all working for
salvation, and the law of -works to the law offaith, Rom.
iv. 5. iii. 27. Idph. ii. 8, 9. Therefore, we must not
here consider faith as a work of righteousness, as com¬
prehending any works of righteousness performed or
done, as a condition to procure a right and title to
Christ, as the hand whereby we work, to earn him as
our bread and drink, as our wages : but only as the hand
whereby we receive Christ, as freely given to us, or as
mouth whereby we eat and drink him ; as hath been
proved. God givetha sufficient right to receive Christ
wnd.his salvation, by the free gospei-offer and invita¬
tion ; so that he leaveth nothing for faith to do, but to r
lay hold of him as a free gift, that the glory of our sal-\,
ration may not be ascribed at all to ourfaith or rvorks,
but only to this free grace of God in Christ: " It is of'
faith, that it may be by grace," Rom. iv. 16.
5. Christ, or his apostles, never taught a gospel that
rcquireth such a condition of works for salvation as they plead for. The texts of scripture which they
usually allege for this purpose, are either contrary to
it, or widely distant from it; as they might leant from
many protestant interpreters, if thejr affection to si •
popish tenet had not blinded them. Ishall instance
nelly Only in a few of these texts, whereby you may
have some light to judge of the true meaning of the •.
'
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reat. That obedience of faith, mentioned by the apOstle Paul, as the great design of gospelpreaching, Rpm.
i. 5. is as contrary to their condition of sincere obedi¬
ence for salvation, as the law of faith is to the law of
•works,Rom. iii. 23. It is an obedience that c.onsisteth
in 44 believing the report of the gospel as the apostle
explaineth himself, Rom. x. 16. " They have not all
obeyed the gospel ; for Esaias saith, Lord, who hath
believed our report ?7' Faith is to be imputedfor righte¬
ousness, not because it is a work of righteousness itself,
but because we do by it renounce all confidence in any
righteous works whatsoever, and trust on him that justifieth the ungodly ; as is clear by that very text whieh
they usually pervert for their purpose, Rom. iv. 5.
They grossly pervert those words of Paul, Rom. ii. 6,
7. 44 Who will render to every man according to his
deeds ; to them who, by patient continuance in well¬
doing, seek for glory, and honour, and immortality,
eternal life Where they will have Paul to be declar¬
ing the terms of thegospel, when he is evidently declar- ]
ing the terms of the law, to prove that both Jews and
Gentiles are all under sin, and that no flesh can be jus¬
tified by the works of the law, as appeareth by the tenor
of his following discourse, Rom. iii. 9, 10. They join
evidently with the papists, against the concurrent judg¬
ment of the best protestant divines, m the interprets'
tion of that text, James ii. 24. 44 Ye see then, how that
by works a man is justified, and not by faith only*
•
Where they will have James to deliver the doctrine of
justification in more proper expressions than the apos¬
tle Paul, who teacheth justification by faith without
Works ; though Paul treateth on this doctrine as hi*
principal subject, and James doth only speak of it oc¬
casionally, as a motive to the practice of good works J
whereby we may easily judge which of their expres¬
sions are to be taken for the most proper.
Protestants have shewed sufficiently, that Jam®*
speaketh not of a true saving faith, but of such a dead
faith as devils have ; not of justification ifa a proper
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sense, but of the declaration and manifestation of it by
its fruits. Besides he speaks of justification by works,
as commanded in the law given by Moses ;as appeareth by his citing the commandments of the law, ver. 8,
11. which our contrivers of the new divinity would
have nothing to do with in their model of the doctrine
of justification.
Another text alleged by them, is, Rev. xxii. 14.
are they that do his commandments, that
Blessed
"
they may have a right to the tree of life, and may en¬
ter ia through the gates into the city." But the Greek
word, which is here translated right,is translated power
or privilege, John i. 12. It signjfieth here, a rightful
possession of the fruit of the tree of life, and not a mere
tide to iU So this text proveth no more than what the
protestauts generally acknowledge, that good works are
the way wherein we are to walk to the. enjoyments and
possession of the glory of Christ J though a title to
Christ, and his glorious salvation, be freely given us
without any procuring condition of works. They ac¬
count also, that when the happiness of heaven is called
a reward,it must needs imply a procuring condition of
ÿworks, as, Rev. xxii. 12. Mat. v. 12. But though it
be called .a reward, because it is given after the doing
of good works, and because it recompenseth good
works, better than any wages on earth can recompense
the labourer s yet it is a reward of grace, not of debt,
Rom. iv. 4 ; it is no proper wages, but a free gift :
Rom. vi. 24 ; " For the wages of sin is death ; but the
gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our

Lord."

,

Another thing asserted in the Direction is, that those
that endeavour to perform this sincere obedience, as a
condition to procure a right and title to Christ and his
salvation, shall never be able to perform sincerely any
true obedience by all such endeavours. Though they
•labour earnestly, and pray fervently, fast, frequendy,
iand oblige themselves to holiness by many vows, and
press; themselves to the practice of it, by the most for-
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cible motives, taken from the infinite power, justice,
and knowledge of God, the equity and goodness of his
commands, the salvation of Christ, everlasting misery,
or any other motive, improved by the most affectionate
meditation ; yet they shall never attain to the end which
they aim at in such an erroneous way. They may re¬
strain their corruptions, and bring themselves to manyhypocritical slavish performances, whereby they may¬
be esteemed among men, as eminent saints ; but they
shall not be able to morjify one corruption, or to per¬
form one duty in such a Holy manner as God appjoyeth. Yet here Icensure only an error, not the life of
the persons that maintain it. Ihave heard that some
preach legally, and pray evangelically. Idoubt not
bu# the frame of their hearts and lives is rather accord¬
ing to their,prayers than their sermons. Though Peter
complied with judaism, in an outward act of profes¬
sion, yet he lived himself like a christian, Gal. ii. llT
14. Iaffirm only, that no godly person did or could
attain to this godliness in this erroneous way. And
what a lamentable disappointment this to those that;
have attempted to alter the protestant doctrine, and to
pervert and confound Taw and gospel, and have bred
much contention in the church, that they might secure
the practice of sincere obedience against antinomian
errors, by making it the procuring condition of their
salvation ; when, after all this ado, the remedy is found
to be as bad as the disease, equally unserviceable and
destructive to that great end for which they designtfl
it j and that it hath an antinpmian effect and operation,
contrary to the power of godliness !
Much more might be said for the confutation of this
novel doctrine ; but, if this one thing be well proved,
it may be sufficient to make the zealous contrivers of
jt to be ashamed of their craft, and angry with themsdves, and sorry, that they have taken so much pains,
and so stretched their wits, to maintain such an unpro¬
fitable, unsanctifying opinion. It will be sufficient for
the proof of it, if I
shew, that the practice of true holi-
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iiess cannot possibly be attained unto, by seeking to be
saved by the works of the law ; because Ihave already
proved, that this doctrine of salvation, by sincere obe¬
dience, is according to the terms of the law, and not of
the gospel. And hereby those also may see their error,
that ascribe justification only to the gospel, and sanctification to the law. Yet, because those asserters of the
condition of sincere obedience will hardly be persuaded
by what hath been said, that it is the way of the law
of works ; Ishall, for their more full conviction, suffi¬
ciently manifest, that it is of no other nature and opera¬
tion, than any other doctrine that is proper to the law,
and hath no better fruit ; as I
proceed to prove, by the
following arguments, that holiness cannot be attained
by seeking it by the law of works, that so it may ap¬
pear not worthy to be called gospel doctrine1. The way of salvation by the works of the law, is
contrary and destructive to those necessary means of a
: holy practice, that have been laid down in the foregoing
directions, and manifestly proved out of the holy scrip¬
tures. I
have made it appear, that a hearty propensity
to a holy practice cannot be attained without some
good persuasion' of our reconciliation with God byjus¬
tification, and of our everlasting happiness, and of suf¬
ficient strength both to will and to perform our duty ;
and that these and all other endowments necessary to
the same end, are to be had only in Christ, by union
'and fellowship with him; and that Christ himself, ancl
' all his fulness, is united to us by faith ; which is not a
condition to procure a right and title to Christ, but an
instrument whereby we receive him actually in our
, hearts, by trusting on him for all salvation freely pro¬
mised to us in the gospel.
All these means of a holy practice, are things where. in our spiritual life and happiness doth consist ;so that,
; if ve have them, everlasting life is begun in us already ;
iand because they are the necessary means of a holy
i practice, therefore the beginning of everlasting life in
Us must not be placed after such a practice, as the fruit
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and consequence of it ; but must go before it, as the
cause before the effect. Now, the terms of the law
are directly contrary to this method. They place the
practice of holiness before life, and to make it to be
the means and procuring cause of life ; as Moses describeth them, Rom. x. 5. " The man that doth these
things, shall live by them." By these terms, you are
fu st to do the holy duties commanded, before you have
any interest in the ljfe promised, or any right to lay
hold of it, as yours, by faith. And you must practise
holiness without the fore-mentioned means, or else you
can never attain them. Thus the true means are turned
out of their office ; and instead of being causes, they
are made to be effects and fruits of a holy practice.
And it will be in vain ever to expect such effects and
fruits ;for holiness itself, with all its effects, must needs
be destroyed, when its necessary causes are done away,
Therefore, the apostle Paul testifieth, that the way of
salvation by the works of the law maketh faith void,
and the promise of none effect; and frustrate'th the
grace ofiGod, as if Christ died in vain ; and maketh
Christ to De of no profit, and of none effect to us, as
those that are fallen from grace, Rorrf. iv. 14. GaL ii<
21. and' v. 2, 4.
, ,
:GV
Let us now examine the modern doctrine of saftro
tion, by the condition of sincere obedience to all the
commands of Christ, ahd we shall quickly find it to be
a chip of the same block with the former legal way of
salvation, in "the same manner destructive to the means
of holiness itself. 'It requireth of us the performance
of sincere and complete obedience, before we have the
means necessary to .produce it, by making it antecedent
to our justification,' and persuasion of eternal happiness,
and our actual enjoyment of union and fellowship with
Christ, and of that new nature which is to be had only
in him by faith. It destroyeth the nature of that" sav¬
ing faith whereby we actually receive and enjoy Christ
and all his benefits, and knocketh off our hands from
laying hold of Christ and his salvation, by telling us
112
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still, as Christ told the legal worker, after all his labour,'
that yet we lack something, Mark x. 21 ;that it is pre¬
sumption to take him as our own, until we have per¬
formed the condition for our right and title to him ;
which is another kind of saving faith, otherwise called
sincere obedience- By this devised conditional faith,
Satan keepeth many poor souls at bay, poring upon their
own hearts for many years together, to find whether
they have performed the condition, and whether they
have as yet any right to Christ for their salvation, not
daring to venture to take him as their own. It is a
strong partition-wall, that will certainly hinderthe soul
from coming to Christ, until it be thrown down, by the
knowledge of salvation by grace,, without any procur¬
ing condition of works- And though it be accounted
but as the payment of a pepper-corn for a great estate ;
yet it is enough to break the ablest man in the world,
because it debarreth him from laying hold of the only
effectual means of holiness, whereby that pepper-corn;

mayfeÿtained.

.

'2. Those that seek salvation by the works of the lawr

do therein

act according to their natural state. They
five and walk according to the flesh, or old man ; notaccording to the new state, by Christ living in them. I
Jfjpubt not but several of them that live under the light
jjf the gospel, are partakers- of a new state in Christ,
|w£4? walk holily- in it; but the best in this world have
Mtbem flesh as well as spirit, and may act according
neither state in some measure ; and in this matter
ÿfey do act only according to their carnal natural state.
jgRjes the believing Galatians were seduced to a legal
jpy of salvation, the apostle Paul chargeth it upon them
Pgt&ei* folly, that, having began in the Spirit, they
Xcjjold now be " made perfect in the flesh," Gal. iii. 3jfedfhe jcesembleth those that desire to be under the
Bp,to Abraham's son, born of Hagar, the bond woman,,
tp shew, that such do walk as those that w are bora.'
jfter the flesh, not after the Spirit," Gal. iv. 19, 23„
Sfi- The law was first given to Adaxn in his pure nar-
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lural state, to prescribe terms for his continuance in
the happiness which he then enjoyed. And ever since
that time, the flesh, or natural man, is married to the y
law, and the laxu hath dominion over a man as long as
he iroeth, that is, until he be dead to his fleshly state
by the body of Christ, and " married to him" that is
" raised from the dead," Rom. vii. 1, 4. We are not
at all under the law as a covenant of works, according
to our new state in Christ; as the apostle testifieth,
Rom. vii 14. " Ye are not under the law, but under
grace :" and Gal. v. 18. " If ye are led by the Spirit,
ye are not under the law." From hence, we may firmly
conclude, that none can possibly attain to true godli¬
ness by acting according to legal terms ; because 1have
fully proved already, that it is impossible to be godly .
while we are in the flesh, or in a natural state ; and
that, as far as we act according to it, we can do nothing
but sin. The law is so weak through the flesh, that it
cannot bring us to fulfil its own righteousness, Horn.
viii. 3, 4. It is married to a cross piece of flesh, that
is enmity to it, and can never be subject to it, Rom.
114
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viii. 8. It sueth the natural man for an old debt of
obedience, that he is utterly unable to pay since the fall t
and the success accordingly ;it gets nothing. Neither
do those take a better course, that would bring them¬
selves to holiness, by making sincere obedience to
Christ's commands, the condition or their- salvation,
Their way is the sf.tR for substance with that of the
Galatians before mentioned, who would be made per¬
fect in the flesh, not by perfect obedience, but sincere ;
as hath been shewed before. Their endeavours to
procure an interest in Christ, by their sincere obedi¬
ence, do testify against themselves, that they do not act
as people that are in Christ, but rather as people that
judge themselves to he without an interest in Christ,
and to be yet to seek for it. And sincere obedience is
as iimpossible to be attained unto, as perfect obedience,
if we act according to our dead natural state.
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As the law bereaveth of all strengthening means
that are to be had by faith in Christ,.and fmdeth us
without strength in our natural state ; so of itself, it
affordeth us no strength to fulfil its own commands :
" If there had been a law given that could have given
life, verilv righteousness should have been by the law,"
Gal. iii. 21. It doth not so much as promise life, un¬
til we have performed the obedience required by it.
" The man that doth these things shall live by them,"
ltorn. x. 5. It is well called a u voice of words," Heb.
xii. 19 ; because its high and big words are not accom¬
panied with an enlivening power. And the doctrine
of life and salvation by sincere obedience is no better
natured, or more bountiful to us ; for it exacteth of us
the performance of the condition, before it alloweth us
any life or salvation by Christ. Can an}' man ration¬
ally expect strength to obey sincerely, by following a
doctrine that doth not so much as promise it ? The
true gospel is of a more benign nature ; for it promiseth, that u God will pour out his Spirit upon all flesh,"
Acts ii. 17 ; " and will put his laws into our minds,
and write them in our hearts," Ileb. viii. 10 ; " and
will cause us to walk in his statutes, that we shall keep
his judgments, and do them," ilzek. xxxvi. 27. This
word of God's grace, that requireth not holiness of us
:•<; 2. condition, but promiseth it to us as a free gift,
must needs be the only doctrine, " that is able to build
us up, and to give 11s an inheritance among them that
are sanctified," Acts xx. 32. Seeing it pieaseth God
to bring us to holiness by believing a doctrine, we may
reasonably expect that God should work upon us suit¬
ably to the nature of the doctrine which we believe ;
that he should give by a giving doctrine, and exact by
an exacting doctrine.
4. The way of procuring life and happiness, by the
condition of perfect or sincere works, is not a rational
method, for the recovery of fallen man ; though it were
good for the preserving of life before the lall : for, it
prescribeth the immediate practice of holiness to re3.
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cover a man dead in sin ; as if one should say to the
sick of the palsy, arise and walk, and then thou shalt
be -whole and able to walk. We sometimes say jestingly
to a child that is fallen on the ground, come hither,and'
I
will help thee up :but if we should say so to one that
is cast on his bed by a dead palsy, we should be guilty
of mocking and cruelly insulting the afflicted. Those
that are humbled and made sensible of their original
sin, and natural deadness, know that they must first
live by the Spirit, before they can act holily, Gal. v25. They will inquire, " How shall we have strength
to perform the duty required ?" If you answer, that
they must trust in God and Christ to help them ;they
may readily reply, they have no sure ground to trust
on God or Christ, for any saving grace, according to
this doctrine, before they have performed this condi¬
tion, at least in a sincere resolution of obedience, and
that they are as unable to bring their hearts to such a>
resolution, as a dead man is to raise himself out of the
grave. Take another instance. The method of -the
doctrine of works is, you must love God first, and then,
on that condition, he-will love you again ; whereas, on
the contrary, " we love God, because he first loved us,'*"
1 John iv. 16. And if God suspend his love to us upon.
any condition, our love to him will not be absolute, butsuspended upon the same condition, and no way con«~
trary to an actual hating of him.
5. The law is so far from healing our sinful corrup¬
tion, that it proveth rather an occasion of sinful motions>
and actings, in those that seek salvation by the works
of it. This cometh to pass by reason of the power o£
our natural corruption ;which is stirred up and rageth
the more, when the holy and just law of God is set in
opposition against it ; so that the fault is not in the law,
but in our own hearts. Those that find not this by
their own experience, should believe the apostle Paul,.
who teacheth it plainly, and that from his own experi¬
ence, Rom, vii. 5, 14. He affirmeth, that there areÿmotions of sin by the law, in a fleshly state : Thou shale;
116
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in him all manner of concupiscence,
deceived him, slew him, became exceeding sinful ;and
that without the law, he was ;\live, and sin died ;but,
when the commandment came, sin revived, and he died.
He sheweth the cause of this irreconcilable enmity and
contrariety between his sinful nature and the law : The
law is spiritual ;but I
am carnal,sold under sin. Take
notice here, from the reason given by the apostle, that
the doctrine of salvation, by sincere obedience, will
have the same event. Corrupt nature is contrary to
sincere obedience, as well as perfect; and, if we make
it the condition of our salvation, sin will take the same
occasion by it, to become exceeding sinful in its mo¬
tions and actings.
The success of legal doctrine upon the natural man,
is according to the proverb, " reprove not a scorner,
lest he hate thee," Prov. ix. 8. Rebuking a madman,
is the way to enrage him ; and such is the natural man
in spiritual things, since he fell out of his right mind
by the sin of Adam. We find, by manifold experience,
that though men be generally addicted to the principle
of salvation by works, yet multitudes of them hate all
strict preachers and professors of true holiness, because
they are a torment to their consciences. They endea¬
vour to shelter themselves in ignorance of the law :
accounting, that the less they know, the less they shall
answer for; and therefore they would not have right
things prophesied unto them, Isaiah xxx. 10. And
they have prevailed generally in the world, to darken
the natural knowledge of moral duties, in such a de¬
gree, that there is a necessity of learning them by di¬
vine revelation out of the scriptures. We may find how
prone legal writers arc to corrupt the sense of the law,
that they may leave starting holes for their corruptions,
by the corrupt glosses of the Scribes and Pharisees,
from which Christ did vindicate it, as we see, Matthew
fifth. And, as far as Ihave observed, none more en¬
deavour to discover the purity and perfection of the
law, than those that seek holiness and salvation, with-
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out any legal condition, by the mere-free grace of God
in Christ, 'lire doctrine of salvation, by sincere obe¬
dience, is but a mincing the perfection required in the
law : and yet how is this doctrine minced again and
again, until it is become so small, that the substance of
all true obedience is lost ? A willingnessJ:o be saved
11*

according to Christ's terms, or a consent that Christ
should be our Lord, or a resolution to obey his com¬
mandments (which is little more than ignorant- men
trust on, when they say, they hope God will save thetn
because they have a good meaning, though they live in
the neglect of all religion) without any further practice
of holiness, shall pass with many for enough of sincere
obedience, both to enter them into a state of salvation,
And to continue them in ,it ; so that they shall never be
accounted breakers of the gospel covenant, while so
much can be pretended. The most that is made ne¬
cessary for salvation, shall be only to endeavour to do
what we can to obey Christ's commands ; though all
that the most can do, is nothing that is truly good.
Those that have a little more zeal for their salvation
by works, are prone to spend it in superstitious observ¬
ances, because they suit better with their carnal nature,
than the spiritual commands of God and Christ. T
doubt not but this hath been one occasion of the pre¬
vailing of heathenish, Jewish and popish superstitions
in the world. We find, by experience, how popery
fell in several nations of late years, when the great pil¬
lar of it, the doctrine of justification by works, was
overthrown by the protestartt doctrine of justification
by faith alone. If these legal zealots be forced, by
strong conviction, to endeavour the practice of spiritual
duties, for quieting their guilty consciences, they may
possibly be brought'to strive and labour earnestly, and
even to macerate their bodies with fasting, that they
may kill their lusts j but still their lusts are living, and
strong as ever they were ;and do shew forth their en¬
mity against the law of God, by inward fretting, re¬
pining, and grudging at it, as a grievous task-master,

ÿ

,d by

Google

OF SANCTIFICATieX.
119
though a slavish fear restrain their gross outward act¬
ings. And, if once these zealots be enlightened with
the knowledge of the spiritual nature of the law, to
discern that God rejecteth all their slavish service, and
will not own it for sincere obedience ; then they fall
into despair of their salvation, because they see they
have failed in their highest attempts to perform the
condition ; and then they can easily discover them¬
selves, that their hearts swell in anger and manifest
hatred against the law, yea, and against God and Christ,
for prescribing such hard conditions of salvation, which
they cannot keep, and yet must expect to be damned
eternally
J

for breaking
them.
O

This filleth them with

blasphemous thoughts against God and Christ, and they
can hardly refrain from blaspheming him with their
tongues. And when they are brought to this horrible
condition, if God doth not in mercy discover to them
the way of salvation, by free grace, through faith alone,
they will endeavour, if they can, to sear their con¬
sciences past feeling of sin, and fully to abandon all re¬
ligion, which hath proved such an unsufferable torment
to them : or, if they cannot sear their consciences, some
of them are easily prevailed with by Satan, rather to
ÿmurder themselves, than to live longer in the hatred of
llod, the spirit of blasphemy, and continual horror of
conscience. This is the pestilent effect of the legal
doctrine upon a carnal heart, that doth but rouse up,
and terribly enrage the sleeping lion, our sinful cor¬
ruption, instead of killing it : as is too evident by the
experience of many that have, endeavoured, with all
their might, to practise it; and, by the scripture, that
.shewe.th a sufficient cause why it cannot be otherwise.
Therefore, the doctrine of salvation, by sincere obedi¬
ence, that was invented .."•••runst antinomianism, may
well be ranked among the worst antinomian errors.
For my part, Ihate it with [.«. .At hatred, and account
•it mine enemy, as Ihave found it to be. And Ihave
.found, by some good experience, the truth of the les¬
ion taught by the apostle, that the way to Ue treed from
ÿ
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the -mastery and dominion of sin, is, " not to be under
the law, but under grace," Rom. vi. 14.
v,
6. The way of salvation by works was blasted bÿ
the curse denounced against the "fi rst Adam's sin; so
that now it cannot work life in us, or holiness, but only
death; for the law, which requireth both sincere and
perfect obedience to God' in all things, was made known
to Adam at his first creation, as the means of the con¬
tinuing the happy life that was then bestowed upon
him ; and it would have been effectual for this end, if
he had not transgressed in the forbidden fruit. But,
When he had once brought himself and his posterity
under the terrible sentence, " tholi shalt surely die,"
Gen. ii. 17; all that knowledge of God, or his law,that
before wrought for continuance of life, was turned by
that cursed sentence the contrary way, to work for his
death, even for the death of the soul in sin, as well as
for the death of his body ; and therefore it quickly
120

moved him to hide himself from God as an enemy. It
was, as if God should.say, " all the light and knowledge
that thou hast, shall not be able to continue thy life, or
restore it ;but it shall rather tend to thy death." There¬
fore, while we continue in our natural state, under the
first Adam's guilt and curse, the knowledge of the law,
yea, and all such knowledge of God and his attributes,
as natural men attain to, must needs be, in like manner,
accursed to us. And seeing man did not use his na¬
tural knowledge and wisdom alike, God is resolved to
revenge the abuse of it, by giving us salvation in a way
contrary to it, that seemeth foolishness . to the natural
man ; and wholly to abolish the way of living by any
of our works, or by any wisdom or knowledge that the
natural man can attain unto. " For it is written, Iwill
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing
the understanding of the prudent. Hath not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world ? for, after that, in the
wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God,
it pleased God, by the foolishness of preaching, to save
them that believe," 1 Cor. i.19, 20, 21. Hence we
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may conclude, that no truth, known by the light of na¬
ture, can be an effectual principle, or motive, to work
holiness in us j and gospel principles and motives are
but abused, when they are applied to a legal way of
salvation.
7. The end which God aimed at in giving the law
to Moses, was not, that any should ever attain to holi¬
ness or salvation, by the condition of perfect or sincere
obedience to it ; though, if there had been any such way
of salvation at that time, it must have consisted in the
performance of that law, which was then given to the
church, to be a rule of life, as well as a covenant. There
was another covenant made before that time with Abra¬
ham, Isaac and Jacob, a covenant of grace,- promising
all blessings freely through Christ, the promised seed.
And the covenant of the law was added, that they might
see their sinfulness, and subjection to death and wrath,
and the impossibility of attaining to life or holiness by
their works, and be forced to trust on the free promise
only for all their salvation, and that sin might be re¬
strained by the spirit of bondage, until the coming of
that promised seed, Jesus Christ, and the more plenti¬
ful pouring out of the sanctifying Spirit, by him. This
the apostle sheweth largely, Gal. iii. 15—24. Rom. v.
20, 21. and x. 3, 4. None of the Israelites under the
Old Testament were, ever saved by the Sinai covenant ;
neither did any of them ever attain to holiness by the
terms of it. Some of them did, indeed, perform the
ÿcommandments of it sincerely, though imperfectly:
but those were first justified, and made partakers of
life and holiness; by virtue of that better covenant made
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, which- was the same,
in substance, with the new covenant, or testament,
established by the blood of Christ. Had it not beÿu
for that better covenant, the Sinai covenant would have
proved to them an occasion of no happiness, but only
of sin, despair and destruction. Of itself it was only
a tilling- letter the ministration of death and condemna¬
tion: and therefore it is now abolished, 2 Cor. iii. 6 11.
K
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We have great cause to praise God, for delivering
his church, by the blood of Christ, from this yoke of
bondage ; and we have cause to abhor the device of
those that would lay upon us now a more grievous and
terrible yoke, by turning our new covenant into a cove¬
nant of sincere works, and leaving us no such better
covenant, as the Israelites had under their yoke, to re¬
lieve us in our extremity.
122

DIRECTION VII.

-

We are not to imagine that our hearts and lives must be f hanged
from Sin to Holiness, in any measure, before we may safely Ven¬
ture to trust on Christ for the sure enjoyment of himself, and bis
salvation.

EXPLICATION.
We are naturally so prone to ground our aalvatior\
upon our own works, that if we cannot make them procuring conditions and causes of our salvation by Christ,
yet we shall endeavour at least to make them necessary
G finfptiraiiyrs, to fit us for receiving Christ and his salvatron by faith. And men are easily persuaded, that
this is not at all contrary to salvation by free grace,
because all that is hereby ascribed to our works, br
good qualifications, is only, " That they put us in aJit
posture to receive a free gift. If we were to go to a
prince for a free gift, good manners, and due reverence,
would teach us to trim ourselves first, and change our
slovenly cloaths, as Joseph did, when he cartie out of
the dungeon into the presence of Pharaoh. It sCemeth to be an impudent slighting and contemning the
justice and holiness of God and; Christ, and an insuf¬
ferable affront and indignity offered, to the divine Ma¬
jesty, when any dare presume to approuch his presence in the nasty pickle of his sins, covered all over With
.putrifving sores, not at all closed, hound up, or cleans¬
ed ; much more when they endeavour, to receive the
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Most Holy Ore, into such an abominable stinking ken¬
nel, as a sinner's heart is, before it be at all reformed.
The parable concerning the man that was to be bound
hÿnd and foot, and cast into utter darkness, for coming
to the royal wedding, without a wedding garment,
seemeth to be intended against all such presumption,"
Matth. xxii. 11, 13. Many that behold with terror,
the abominable filth of their own hearts, are kept off
from coming immediately to Christ, by such imagina¬
tions, which Satan strongly maintaineth and increaseth
in them by his suggestions ; so that they can by no
means be persuaded out of them, until God teacheth
them inwardly, by the powerful operation of his Spirit.
They delay the saving act of faith, because they think .
they are not yet duly qualified for it. On the same ac¬
count, many weak believers delay coming to the lord's
Supper, for many years together, even as long as they
live in this world ; and would be as likely to delay their
baptism, if they had not been baptized in their infancy.
Against all such imaginations, Ishall propose the fol¬
lowing considerations.
1. This error is pernicious to the practice oi holiness,
and to our -whole salvation, in the same manner with
that treated of in the foregoing Direction, and may be
confuted by the same arguments which are there pro¬
duced. Whether holiness be made a procuring condi¬
tion of our salvation through Christ, or only a condition
necessary to qualify us for the reception of Christ, we
are equally brought under those legal terms, of doing
first the duties required in.the law, that so we may live.
Therefore, we are equally bereaved of the assistance of
those means of holiness, mentioned in the foregoing
directions, as union and fellowship with Christ, and the
enjoyment of all his sanctifying endowments by faith,
which should go before the practice of holiness, that
they may enable us for it;- and we are equally left to 0
labour in vain for holiness, while we are in our accursed
natural state, whereby our sinful corruption will rather
*be exasperate4 that), mortified,, so that we. shall qeyeg
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be duly prepared for the reception of Christ, as long
134

live in the world. Thus, while we endeavour
prepare our way to Christ, by holy qualifications,
we do rather fill it with stumbling-blocks, and deep
pits, whereby our souls are hindered from ever attain.
'**"ÿ
ing to the salvation by Christ.
2. Any the least change of our hearts and lives froth
sin to holiness, before our receiving of Christ and his
salvation by faith, is not at all necessary, according to
the terms of the gospel, nor required, in the word of
God. Christ would have the vilest sinners come to
him for salvation immediately, without- delaying the
time to prepare themselves for him. When the wicked
jailer inquired, what he must do to be saved? Paul
as we

to

ÿ

ÿ

directed him forthwith to believe on Christ, with a pro¬
mise, that in so doing he should be saved;and straight¬
way, he and his were baptized,Acts xvi. 30,-33. Paid
doth, not tell him, that he muBt reform his heart and
life first, though, he was in a very nasty pickle at that
time, having but «little before fastened Pauland Silas
in the stocks, and newly attempted a.horrid wilful
self-murder. -fhosethree thousand Jew's that were
converted- by Peter's preaching, and added the same
day to the- chmrCh by baptism,' Acts ii. 41. seemed to
have as- much need of some considerable time to pre¬
pare themselves for- receiving Christ as others, because
they had but lately polluted themselves with the mur»
der of Christ himself, ver. 33. Christ commarids-his
servant* to go nut quickly into the streets and lanes of
thecity,and to bringuri to his feast, the-poer, and the
maimed, and the halt, and the blind ;yea, to go out into
foe highway, and to compel them to come in, without
allowing them to tarry until they had cleansed their
sores, and shifted off their filthy rags, and swarms of
lice, Mat. xxii. 10. Luke xiv. 23. Christ woukl have
ua to believe' on him that jnstifieth the ungodly? and
therefore he doth not require us to be goidly before
we believe, Rom. iv. 5. He came as a physician for
tike sick, and doth not expect that they should re-
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rover their health, in the least degree, before they

come to him, Mat. ix. 12. The vilest sinners-are fitly
prepared and qualified for this design ; which is, to
shew forth the exceeding riches of his grace, pardoning
our sins, and saving us freely, Eph.-ii. 5, 7. For this

end the law of Moses entered that the offence might
abound; that is, "where sin abounded, grace might
nrach more abound," Rom. v. 20. He loved us in our
most loathsome sinful pollution, so as to die for us ;and
much more will he love us in it, so as to receive us
when we come to him for the purchased salvation.
He hath- given full satisfaction to the justice of God for
sfcnert; that they might have all righteousness and hoIfe<&,and all salvation only by fellowship with him
through faith. Therefore, it is no affront to Christ, or
slighting orcontemning the justice and holiness of God,
tqfcdune to- Christ, while we are polluted sinners; but
miner it is
affronting and contemning the saving
jfifeej merit, and fulness of Christ, if we endeavour to
make ourselves righteous and holy before we receive
himself, and all righteousness and holiness in
Christ loathed not to touch a leper, andundescended to wash the feet of his disciples, and did
not expect that they should be washed and perfumed
beforehand, as some great ones of the world are said*
to do, when they wash the feet of poor, men, in imitation.
of Christ*
3. Those thatreceive Christ,with an unfeigned faith, .
shall never want a -wedding garment to adorn diem in.:
the, sight of God. Faith itself is very precious in the
sight of God, and moot holys 2 Pfet. i. 2. Jtide, ver20. God loveth it,,because it giveth the glory of our
salvation on the free grace of God in Christ, Rom. iv.:
145 ; and- renounceth all. dependence upon any condi¬
tions, thafc we cart perform, to procure aright to Christ,
or to make ourselves acceptable to him. It containeth
in it- a hearty love to Christ as a Saviour, and a hun¬
gering and thirsting appetite for his salvation; and it
is the mouth whereby the soul feedeth hungrily upon.
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him. "What wedding garment can sinners bring with
them, more delightful than this to their bountiful God,
126

whose great tlesign is to manifest the abundant riches

of his glorious grace and bounty in this wedding-feast?
The Father himself loveth them, because they love

Christ, and believe that he came out from God, John
xiv. 27. But yet we see that the excellency of faith
iietla in this, that it accounteth not itself, nor any other
work of ours, a sufficient ornament to mr ke us accept¬
able in the sight of God. It will not be our wedding
garment itself, but itbuyeth of Christ, 44 white raiment,
that we may be clothed," and that " the shame of our
nakedness may not appear," ltev. iii. 18. Though it
loveth and desireth the free gift of holiness ; yet it
alvandons all thoughts of practising holiness iminediatelv, before we come to Christ for a holy nature. Jt
putteth on Christ himself, and in him all things that
pertain to life and godliness. Thus everv true believer
is " clothed with the sun," Rev. xxii. 1. even with the
tun of righteousness, the Cord Jesus ; who is pleased
to be himself both Our wedding garment and feast, and
all our spiritual and eternal happiness.
For more full satisfaction and consolation of those
distressed souls, that lie under the terrible apprehen¬
sions of their own sinfulness, and the wrath of God,
and dare not to venture to trust s tedlastly on Christ for .
their salvation, until they can find in themselves some change from sin to holiness ; 1shall mention particuLulv several of these things that such would find tD
Themselves ; and 1shall shew, that, if some of them be ;
rot partly comprehended in faith itself, they arefruits
and consequences of faith : and therefore they cannot be \
rationally expected before we trust on Christ tor our !
salvation.
1. 'They think it necessary to repent before they belicve on Christ for their salvation, because repentance'
is absolutely necessary to salvation, Luke xiii. 3. 44 Fx- .
cept ve repent ve shall all likewise perish and Christ :
pluceth the duty of repentance before faith, Mark i.
\5. u Repent, and believe the gospel." But we are
ÿ
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to know, that Christ requireth repentance first as the
end to be aimed at, and faith in the next place, as the
only means of attaining to it j and tho.ugrr the end be
first in intention, yet the means are first in practice and
execution, though both be absolutely necessary to sal¬
vation. For, what is repentance, but a hearty turning
from sin to God, and his service ? and what way is
there to turn to God, but through Christ, " who is the
way, the truth, and the life ; without whom none cometh to the Father?" John xiv. 6; and what way is
there of coming to Christ, but by faith ? Therefore, if
we would turn to God in the right way, we must first
come to Christ by faith, and faith must go before re¬
pentance, as the greatest instrument afforded us by the
grace of God, for the effectual performance of it. lfepentance is indeed a duty which sinners owe naturally
to God ; but the great question is, how shall sinners be
able to perform it ? This question is solved onlv by
the gospel of Christ, repent and believe. The way to
repent is to begin with believing. Therefore, the great
doctrine of John, in his baptism of repentance, was, that
they 1' should believe on him that should come after
him," that is, on Christ Jesus, Acts xix. 4.
2. Regeneration also is necessary to salvation,John iii.
3 ; and therefore, many would find it wrought in them. selves before they trust on Christ for their salvation.
But consider what regeneration is. It is a new beget, ting or creating us in Christ, 1 Cor. iv. 15. Eph. iii.
lO. in whom we are partakers of a divine nature, far
• different from that Which we received from the first
Adam. Now, faith is the uniting grace, whereby Christ
• dwrelleth in us, and we in him, as hath been shewed ;
and therefore it is the first grace wrought in regenera¬
tion, and the means of all the rest : when you truly believe, you are regenerated, and not till then. Those
that receive Christ by believing, and those only, are
the " sons of God, which are born not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God,"
John i. 12, 13.
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3. They account it necessary to receive Christ, as
their Lord and Lawgiver, by a sincere resignation of
themselves to his government, and a resolution to obey
his law, before they receive him as their Saviour. This
is one? principal lesson of the new divinity, and such a
receiving Christ, as Lord, is made to be the great act
have de¬
of saving faith : without which, such faith as I
scribed, whereby we trust on Christ for salvation is rec¬
koned no better than presumption. They teach, that
Christ will not bestow his salvation on those that do not
first yield their subjection to his kingly authority ; but
he calleth them his enemies, because they would not
thai he should reign over them, and requires that they
own
lie brought and slain before them,Luke xix. 27. I
if is a certain truth, that Christ will save nothing but
those that are brought to resign themselves sincerely
to the obedience of his royal authority and laws. But
yet we must observe, that they are not brought to this
holy resignation, or to any sincere purpose and resolu¬
tion of obedience, before they receive his salvation, but
rather by receiving it. Men that were never thoroughly
sensible of their natural death in sin, do easily bring
themselves to resolve universal obedience to God, when
they are on their death-beds, or in any imminent dan¬
ger, or when they would prepare themselves for the
Lord's Supper, that so they may make their peace with
God, and trust securely on Christ for his salvation.
Hut all resolutions of that kind are vain and hypocriti¬
cal, sooner broken than made. Those who know the
plague of their own hearts, do find that their mind is
enmity unto the law of God and Christ, and cannot be
subject unto it, Rom. viii. 7 ; and that they can as soon
remove a mountain, as give up themselves sincerely to
obedience, before they trust on Christ for his salvation,
and for the gift of a new heart, whereby they may be
enabled both to will and to do any thing that is accept¬
able to God.
We should have been sufficiently obliged to all obe¬
dient purposes, resolutions, and resignations, if Christ
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had never come into the •world to save us : but he knew
that we could perform nothing holily, except he made
us first partakers of salvation, and that we shall never
obey him as a Lawgiver, until we receive him as a Saviour. He is a saving Lord ; trust on him first to save
you from the guilt of power and sin, and dominion of
Satan, and to give you a new spiritual disposition ;
then, and not till then, the love of Christ will constrain
you to resign yourself heartily to live to him that died
with
for you, 2 Cor. v. 14 ; and you will be able to say,
thy

ser¬
unfeigned resolution, O Lord, truly Iam
vant, Iam thy servant, and the son of thy handmaid :
thou hast loosed my bands," Psal. cxvi. 16.
4. Itseemethto them evident, that some good wo rAs
are necessary7, before we can trust on Christ safely for
the forgiveness of sin ; because our Saviour teacheth its,
that, if we forgive not men their trespasses, neither will
our heavenly Father forgive our trespasses ; and directeth us to pray, forgive our debts, as we forgive our
debtors," Mat. vi. 12, 15. Restitution was also to be
made of things wrongfully gotten from others, before
the sacramental atonement was made by the trespassoffering, Lev. vi. 5, 7. Ianswer, this is sufficient to

"

an

"

prove, that forgiving others, and restitution, according

to our ability, or at least a sincere desire and purpose so
to do, are very closely joined with the forgiveness of
our sins, and are very necessary to fit us for prayer, and
for sacramental applications of pardoning grace to our¬

selves. A lively faith cannot be without these fruits ;
and therefore, we cannot pray, or partake of the sacra¬
ments, in faith, without them ; but yet, if we strive to
do either of these before we trust on Christ for our par¬
don and salvation, we shall do them slavishly and hypo¬
critically, not in a holy acceptable manner. Our for¬
giving others will not be accompanied with any hearty
love to them as to ourselves, for the sake of God ; and
our restitution will be but a forced act, like Pharaoh's
letting the children of Israel go; or, like Judas' restor¬
ing the thirty pieces of silver, being compelled therv-
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unto by terror of spirit ; and when the terror that forced
us is removed, we shall be as ready to recall our for-.

giveness, and to wrong others again, as Pharaoh was
bring the Israelites again into bondage, after he had
let them go, Exod. xiv. 5. If you would forgive others
heartily, so as to love them again, you must first, by
faith in Christ, apprehend the love and mercy of God
towards yourselves, and then you will be able, accord¬
ing to the apostle's instructions, to " be kind, tender
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ's
sake, hath forgiven you," Eph. iv. 32. The readiness
of Zaccheus to make restitution, followed upon a dis¬
covery of Christ's love to him ;apd his joyfully receiv¬
ing Christ into his house, was fruit whereby he evi¬
denced the truth of that faith that was already wrought
in his heart.
shall reckon up together several other qualifica¬
5. I
tions., that distressed souls would find in themselves,
that they may be duly prepared to trust on Christ for
their salvation ;and when they have laboured anxiously
a long time, and cannot get them, at last they lie down
in sorrowful despondence, not daring to apply the con¬
solations of the grace of God in Christ to their wounded
consciences. Let perplexed souls mark the particulars,
and observe whether the condition of their own souls
be reached in any of them. " O thou afflicted, tossed
with tempests, and not comforted," what good qualifi¬
cations are they that thou wouldst have, that thou
mayest be encouraged to lay hold on Christ for salva¬
tion ! It is likely thou wilt answer, in the bitterness of
thy soul: " O let me have first some love to God and
godliness in mine heart, and freedom from mine hate¬
ful heart-risings against him and his service ! Let me
have some good thoughts of God, his justice, mercy,
and holiness, that Imay be able to justify him, though
he damn me ; and that Imay not be filled with mur¬
muring and hellish blasphemies in my mind against
him. Let the raging of my lust he abated, and the
stinking kennel of my wicked heart a little cleansedv
to
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Let me have some holy reverential fear of God, and
only a panic tormenting horror; Iwould be more
affected with the wrath of God, and not be of a slight¬
ing heedless spirit. Iwould be more humbled for sin,
loath it, and be ashamed of, and be sorry for it with
a godly sorrow, not merely because of the punishment,
but because it grieveth and vexeth the Holy Spirit of
God. Iwould be able to make a willing and ingenious
confession of sin, and to pour out my soul to the Lord
in lively affectionate prayer for forgiveness, and to
praise and glorify him heartily, and not like a lifeless
am." Are these the
stone in the duty of prayer, as I
things thou desirest, O poor distressed soul ! The best
reply Ican make for thy speedy comfort, is to inform
thee, that the things are good, but thy desires are not
well-timed. It is unreasonable for thee to expect these
holy qualifications, whilst thou art in thy natural state,
under the guilt of sin, and the apprehensions of the
wrath of God, before thou hast receivedthe atonement,
and the new spiritual life that is by Christ, through
. i.iith in his name. Thou dost but exasperate thy corruption, and harden thy heart, and make thy wouqds
to stink the more, because of thy foolishness. Such
i good qualifications are included in the nature of faith,
: and, for the most part, they follow after it ; so that they
; cannot possibly be obtained before thou trustest on
Christ for thy salvation : as Ishall shew concerning
'
them particularly in their order.
A love to the salvation of God, and to the free gift
„ of holiness, is included in the nature of faith ; so that
; it cannot be hearty v, ithout it. Act faith first, and the
npprehension of God's love to thy soul will sweetly al! lure and constrain thee to love God and his service uni¬
versally : We love him, because he first loved us,"
. 1John iv."19. We cannot be beforehand with God in
1 love ; and we must perceive his love, to make us love
him : for, if we look upon him as a God contrary to
! us, that hateth us, and will damn us, our own innate
self-love will breed hatred and heart-risings against
not
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him, in *pite of our hearts. That love, which is the
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end of the law, must flow from " faith unfeigned," 1
Tim. i. 5. And, if hatred work in thee more than
love, how canst thou expec* good thoughts of God, or
any other than blaspheming, or, at least, murmuring
thoughts of him, in this condition ? Ill-will never speaketh or thinketh well. The first right holy thoughts
thou canst have of God, are thoughts of his grace and
mercy to thy soul in Christ, which are included in the
grace of faith. Get these thoughts first by believing in
Christ, and they will breed in thee love to God, and
all good thoughts of him, and free thee from blasphem¬
ous and murmuring thoughts by degrees; for, " love
thiuks no evil," 1 Cor. xiii. S. Then wilt thou be able
to account God just and merciful, if he had damned
thee, and extended his grace to others ;and thou wilt
be able to think well of his holiness, and of his decrees,
which many cannot endure to hear of.
The way to get rid of raging lusts, is byfaith,that
the heart, and worketh by love," Acts xv.
"9.purifieth
Gal. v. 6. The soul must be brought to take plea¬
sure in God and Christ by faith, or else it will lustaftrr
fleshly and worldly pleasures. And the more you strive
against lusts without faith, the more they are stirred
up, though you prevail so far as to restrain the fulfilling
of them. Beg a holy fear of God, with fear of coming
'short of the promised rest through unbelief, Heb. iv. 1.
Such a fear is an ingredient of faith, and it wiH brefcd
in us a reverential, yea, a child-like fear of God and
his goodness ; Heb. xii. 28. Hosca iii. 5. "We must
have grace, whereby We may serve God with keVerence." It 13 in.the margin, " we must have, or hold
fast grac.e." And there is no other way to holdfait
grace, but by faith ; and this will quickly calm all panic
and tormenting horror.
And if you would be free from carelessness,and slight¬
ing the wrath ofGod,your way is, first, by believing, to
avoid despairing ;for people grow careless by despair¬
ing ; and for their bwn quiet, they will endeavour-to
*
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slight evils which they have no hope to prevent ; ac¬
cording to the proverb, " let us eat and drink ; for to¬
morrow we die," 1 Cor. xv. 32. True humiliation for
sin, is either a part or fruit of faith ; for, on our believ¬
ing, " we shall remember our ow n evil ways and doings,

that were not good, and shall loath ourselves in our
own sight, for all our abominations," Ezek. xxxvi. 31.We shall then willingly renounce our own righteousness,
and " account it but dung, that we may win Christ"
by faith, Phil. iii. 7, 8. But beggars will make the
most of all their nasty rags, till they be furnished with
better cloaths ; and cripples will not cast away their
crutches, until they have a better support to lean on.
Godly sorrow for sin is wrought by believing the par¬
doning grace of God ; as it is found by experience, that
a pardon from a prince will sometimes sooner draw tears
from a stubborn malefactor, than the fear of a halter
will. Thus the sinful woman was brought to wash
Christ's feet with her tears, I.uke vii. 37, 38. We are
not like to be sorry for grieving God with our sins,
while we look upon him as an enemy, that will ease
himself well enough of his burden, and right hin jelf
upon us, by our everlasting destruction.
The belief of God's pardoning and accepting grace,
is a necessary means to bring us to an ingenuous confes¬
sion of sins. The people freely confessed their sins,
when they were baptized of John in Jordan, " for the
remission of sins," Mark i. 4, 5. The confession of

despairers is forced, like the extorted confessions and
cryings out of malefactors upon the rack. A pardon
sooner openeth the mouth of an ingenuous confession,
than, confess,and be hanged; or, confess,and be damned
Therefore, if we would freely confess our sins, believe
first, that " God is faithful and just to forgive your
sins" through Christ, 1 John i. 9. And, if you pray to
God, or praise him with lively affections, you must first
believe that God will hear you, and give you what is
best for Christ's sake, John xvi. 23, 24. otherwise your
praying will be only from the teeth outward ;for, M how
L
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shall they call on him whom they have not believed??
Rom. x. 14. You must first come to Christ, the altar,
hy faith, that by hi'm, you may " offer the sacrifice of
praise to God continually-," Heb. xiii. 10, 15.
*' Finally, To pass from particulars, to the general as¬
sertion laid down in the Direction; if you ask, xphat
ÿshall we do, that we may work the works
of God, or get
any saving qualifications ? Imust direct you first to
faith, as the work of works, and the great saving prepa¬
ratory to all good qualifications, by answering in our
Saviour's words, " this is the work of God, that ye Re¬
lieve on him whom he-hath sent," John VL 28, 29.

DIRECTION VIII.

,Be sure to seek for Iiolinessof heart and life only in its due ortier..
where Cod hath placed it, after union with Christ, justification,
and the gift of the fioly Ghost ; and, in that order, seek it.earnestly by faith, as a very necessary part of your salvation.

,

EXPLICATION,
\

hospe the reader will observe warily in all these Di¬
I
rections, that ththohness aimed at, as the. great end hi
the whole discourse, consisteth not hithe grace or act offaith, required peculiarly by the gospel ; which, though
it be a saying gift of Christ, yet is here considered ra*
: ther as a means precedent to the reception of Christ,
and all his salvation, than a part of his salvation receiv. ed. But the holiness aimed at, consisteth in conformity
to the whole ~moral law, to which we are naturally oblig¬
ed, if there had never been any gospel, or any such
-.duty as believing in Christ for salvation,
?
-l
Now, -in this Direction, three things are contained
. .-that' are -very necessary to-guide us to the attainment of
this great end ;and therefore worthy of our serious eecj
ÿderation.
'
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1. It is a matter of

high concern, " to be acquainted
with the due place and order wherein God hath settled
this holy practice in the mystery of our salvation ; and
a great point of christian wisdom to seek it only in that
order." We know that God is the God of order , and
that his infinite wisdom hath appeared, in appointing
the order of his creatures, which we are forced to ob¬
serve for the attainment of our ends in worldly things ;
so also in spiritual things : " God hath made an ever¬
lasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure," 2
Sam. xxiii. 5. The benefits of it have an orderly dependance upon each other, as links of the same golden
chain, though several of them, and a title to them all,
are given to us at one and the same time. And I
think
enough hath been said already, to shew in what order
God brings us to the practice of the moral, law. He
maketh us first to be " in Christ by faith, as'branches
, in the vine," that we may " bring forth much fruit,"
John xv. 4, 5. He first " purgeth our consciences from
dead works" by justification, " that we may serve the
living God," Ileb. x. 14. He maketh us first to " live
"in the Spirit," and than to " walk in the Spirit," Gal.
v. 25. This is the order prescribed in the gospel, which
is the power of God unto salvation ;though the law pre, scribeth the quite contrary method, that we should first
perform its commands, that so we may be justified and
, live ; and thereby it proveth a hilling letter to us. Now,
mark well the great advantages you have from the at¬
tainment of holiness, by seeking it in a right gospel
order. You will have the advantage of the love of God
manifested towards you, in forgiving your sins, receiv¬
ing you into favour, and giving you the spirit of adop¬
tion, and the hope of his glory, freely, through Christ,
to persuade and constrain you, by sweet allurements,
to love God again, who hath so dearly loveu you, and
to love others for his sake", and to give up yourselves to
the obedience of all his commands out of hearty love
to him ; you will also enjoy the help of the Spirit of
God, to incline you powerfully unto obedience, and to
'
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strengthen you for the performance of it against all
your corruptions, and the temptations of Satan ;so that
you will have both wind and tide to forward Oour voyage
in the practice of holiness. Contrariwise, if you rush
upon the immediate performance of the law, without
;aking Christ's righteousness and spirit in the way to '
it, you will find both wind and tide against you.: your
guilty consciences, and corrupt dead natures, will certainly defeat and frustrate all your enterprising attempts r
to love God, and serve him in love, and you will but
stir up sinful lusts instead of 6tirring up yourself to true _
obedience ; or at best, you will but obtain to some slav¬
ish and hypocritical performances. Oh ! that people
would be persuaded to consider the due place of holi¬
ness ift the mystery of salvation, and to seek it only .
there where they have all the advantages of gospel-grace to find it. Many miscarry in their zealous enterprises
for godliness; and, after they have spent much labour
in vain, God maketh a breach upon them, even to their
everlasting destruction, as he did upon Uzza, to a tern- ;
poral destruction ; " because they sought him not aftet' £
e
the due order," 1 Chron. xiii. 10.
2. We are to look upon " holiness as a very necessary •"
part of that salvation that is received by faith in Christ.*' >_
Some are so drenched in a covenant of works, that they
accuse us for making good works needless to salvation, s
if we will not acknowledge them to be necessary, either |
as conditions to procure an interest in Christ, or as pre- t
paratives to fit us for- receiving hiin by faith. And others, t;'
when they are taught by the scriptures, that we are is
saved by faith, through faith, without works , do begin [
to disregard all obedience to the law, as not at all ne¬
cessary to salvation, and do account themselves obliged
to it only in point of gratitude ; if it be wholly neglect¬
ed, they doubt not but free grace will save them harm- i
less. Yea, some are given up to strong antinomian
delusions, that they account it a part of the liberty from J.
the bondage of the law, purchased by the blood of
Christ," to make no conscience of breaking the law in
their conversation.
136
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One cause of these errors, that are so contrary one to
the other, is, that many are prone to imagine nothing
else to be meant by salvation, but to be delivered from
hell, and to enjoy heavenly happiness and glory: Hence
they conclude that, if good works be a means of glorifi¬
cation, and precedent to itx they must also be a prece, dent means of our whole salvation ; and that, if they
be not a necessary means of our own salvation, they
- are not at all necessary to glorification. But though
salvation be often taken in scripture, by way of eminency, for its perfection in the state of heavenly glory, yet,
according to its full and proper signification, we are to
understand by it, all that freedom from the evil of our
natural corrupt state, and all those holy and happy en¬
joyments that we receive from Christ our Saviour, either
. in this world by faith, or in the world to come by glo¬
rification. Thus justification, the gift of the Spirit to
dwell in us, the privileges of adoption, are parts of our
salvation, which we partake of in this life. Thus also,
the conformity of our hearts to the law of God, and the
fruits of righteousness with which we are filled by
"Jesus
Christ," in this life, are a necessary part of our
salvation. God saveth us from our sinful uncleanness
here, by " the washing of regeneration, and renewing of
the Holy Ghost," as well as from hell hereafter, Ezek.
xxxvi. 29. Tit. iii. 5. Christ was called Jesus, that
is, a Saviour,because " he saved his people from their
sins," Mat. i. 21. Therefore it is a part of our salva¬
tion, to deliver us from our sins ; which is begun, iii
this life, by justification and sapctification, and perfected by glorification in. the life to come.. Can we ration¬
ally doubt, whether it be any proper part of our salvation by Christ, to be quickened, to live to God, when
we were by nature dead in trespasses and sins ; and to
have the image of God in holiness and righteousness
. restored to us,which, we lost by the fall ; and to be freed
from a vile dishonourable slavery to Satan and our own
lusts, and made the servants of God ; and to be honour¬
ed so highly, as to walk by the Spirit, and. bring forth
12
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of
the Spirit ? and what is allthis but holiness
fruit#
the
in heart and life ? Conclude we theh, that holiness in
this life is absolutely necessary to salvation, not only as
a means to the end, but by a nobler kind of necessity,
as fart of the end itself. Though we are not saved y
by good works, as procuring causes, yet we are saved
to good works, as fruits and effects of saying graces
which God hath prepared that we should walk in
"them,"
Eph. ii. 10. It is, indeed, one part of our sal¬
vation, to be delivered from the bondage of the covenant
of works ;but the end of this is, not that we may have'
liberty to sin (which is the worst of slavery) but that
We may fulfil the royal lazv of liberty, and that we may
him, in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness
"ofserve
the letter," Gal. v. 13. Rom. vii. 6. Yea, holinessin this life is such a part of our salvation, as is a neces¬
sary means to make us " meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in heavenly light and glory •
without hpliness we can neyer see God," Ileb. xii.. 14 ;
and, are as unfit for the glorious presence, as swine for
the presence-chamber of an earthly prince. I
confess,
some may be converted, when they are so near the point
of death, that they may have little time to practise Ink
liness in this world : but the grape of the Spirit is afcr
tive like fire, Mat. iii. 11 ; and, as soon as it Is givefc
it will immediately produce good inward workinWjf
love to God, and Christ, and his people, which wilrlw
sufficient to manifest the righteous judgment of God in
saving them at the great dayÿ when he shall judge every
man according to his work ;though some possibly may
not have so much time to discover their inward gracd
in any outward works, as the thief upon the cross;
Luke xxiii. 40,43.
"'?!!&
The third and last thing to be noted in this directmÿ
is, " that holiness of heart and life is to be sought for
earnestly by futth,as a very necessary part of our salJ
vation. Great multitudes of ignorant pedple, thatlivw
under the gospel, harden their hearts in sin, and ruin
their souls for ever, by trusting on Christ for such asi
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imaginary salvation, as consisteth not at all in holiness,
but only in forgiveness of sin, and deliverance from
everlasting torments. They would be free from the
punishment due to sin; but they love their liists so well,
that they hate holiness, and would not be saved from
the service of sin. The way to oppose this pernicious
delusion is, not to deny, ,as some do, that trusting on
Christ for salvation is a saving act of faith ;but rather
to shew, that none do or can trust on Christ for true sal¬
vation, except they, trust on him for holiness : neither
do they heartily desire true solvation, if they do not de¬
sire to be made holy and righteous in their hearts and
lives. If ever God and Christ give you salvation, holi¬
ness will be one part of it ;if Christ rvash you not from
the filth of .your sins, " you have no part with him,"
John xiii. 8.
"What a-strange kind of salvation do they desire, that
care not for holiness ! They would be saved, and yet
be altogether dead in sin, aliens from the life of God,
bereft of the image of God, deformed by the image of
Satan, his slaves and vassals, to their own filthy lusts,
utterly unmeet for the enjoyment of God in glory. Such
a salvation as that was never purchased by the blood of
Christ ;and those that seek it abuse the grace of God in
Christ, and turn it into lasciviousness. They would be
saved by Christ, and yet out of Christ, in a fleshly state ;
whereas God doth free none from condemnation, but
those that are in Christ,-who -walk not after theflesh, but
after the Spirit ;or else they would divide Christ, and
take a part of his salvation, and leave out the rest ;but,
Christ is not divided," 1 Cor. i. 13. They would
have their sins forgiven, not that they may walk with
God in love in time to come, but that they may practise
their enmity against him, without any fear of punish¬
ment. But, let them not be deceived, God is not mocked.
They understand not what true salvation is, neither
were they ever yet thoroughly sensible of their lost
estatb, and of the great evil of sin ;and that which they
trust on Christ foiyis but an imagination of their owm
Digitized by C.oogle
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brains : and therefore their trusting is grdss presump¬
tion. True gospel faith maketh us come to Christ with
. a thirsty appetite, that we may 44 drink of living water,"

"

•

even of the sanctifying Spirit, John vii. 37, 38; and to
cry out earnestly tp save us, not only from Hell, but from
sin ; saying, " teach us to do thy will ; thy Spirit is
goodj" Psalm cxliii. 10; 44 turn thou me, and Ishall
be turned," Jer. xxxi. 18 ;44 create in me a elean heart,
O God ;and renew a right spirit within me," Psalm li. '
is the way whereby the dpctrihe of salvation
'10. Thisdoth
by grace
necessitate us to holiness of life, by constraining us to seek for it by faith in Christ, as a sub¬
stantial part»of that salvation which is freely given us

j'

through Christ.

DIRECTION IX.
\Vt must first receive

the comforts of the Gospel, thst we maybe
able to perform sincerely the duties »f the Law.

EXPLICATION.

Since man fell from obedience to God, which he'
was enabled and engaged to perform by the comforts
of his first happy state in paradise, God might have
justly refused ever to give man again any comforts be¬
forehand, to encourage him to his duty ; that the way
to holiness beinghedged up against him with the thorns
and briars of fear, grief and despair, he might never be
able to escape the sentence of death which was denounc¬
ed against the first transgression. This justice of God
is manifest in the method of the legal covenant, where¬
in God promiseth us no life, comfort or happiness, un¬
til we have thoroughly performed his law ;and may bo
seen in the mount Sinai promulgation, explicated, Lev*
xxxvi. throughout,- And we are by nature so strongly
addicted to this legal method of salvation, that it is a
t
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hard matter to dissuade those that live under the light ÿ
of the gospel, from placing the duties of the law before
the comforts of the gospel. If they cannot make sal¬
vation itself, yet they will be sure to make all the com¬
forts of it, to depend upon their own works. They
think it as unreasonable to expect comfort before duty,
as wages before work J* or the fruits of the earth, before
the husbandman's labour, 2 Tim. ii. 6. They account
the only effectual way to secure the obedience we owe
• to the law of God, is to ground all our comforts on
the performance of it ; and that the contrary doctrine
strengthens the hands of the wicked, " by prophesying
peace to them, where there is no peace," Ezek. xiii.
16, 22 ; and openeth the flood-gates to all licentiousness.
Therefore, some preachers wilj advise men not to be
solicitous and hasty of getting comfort, but that they
: should rather exercise themselves diligently to the per¬
formance of their duty ; and they tell them, that in so
doing, their condition will be safe and happy at last ;
though they never enjoy any comfort of their salvation,
as long as they live in this world.
Thatybu may rightly understand what"! have assert, ed the Direction sgainst ruth vulgar errors, taking no.
, tice, that I
do not make the only place of gospel-com¬
fort to be; before the duties of the law. Iacknowledge,
that God " comforteth his people on every side," l'sal.
lxxi. 21. both before and also after the performance of
. their duty ;and that the greatest consolations do follow
after duty ; yet some comforts God giveth to his peopie beforehand, as advance-money, to furnish them for
his service, though most of the pay comes in afterward.
Neither do Ihereby speak any peace to those that con. tinue in their sinful natural state : for the comforts I
•. speak of, cannot be received without rejecting those
false confidences whereby natural men harden them- [Selves in sin ; nor without that effectual working of the
Spirit, whereby we are made good trees, that we may
bring forth good fruit. Though they are given before
the sincere practice of the law ; yet they are not given
*
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to us in our corrupt sinful nature, but in and with the
new holy nature ;which immediately produceth a holy
practice, though it must necessarily go before, as the
cause before the effect ; and they are no other than com-forts of those spiritual benefits by Which our new state
and nature, is produced, and of which it is constituted
add made up ; as the comforts of redemption, justjficaj
tion, adoption, the gift of the Spirit, and the dike. Nei- •
intend here any transport or ravishment of joy
ther do I
j
apd delight ;but only such manner of comfort, as ration'
ally stnengthens, in some measure, against the oppres¬
sion of fear, grief ÿnd despair, which we are liable unto,
by reason of our natural sinfulness and misery. .
This explanation of the senge of my assertion, is suf¬
ficient to answer some common objections against it.
hope the.truth of it will be fully, evidenced by the.
And I
-following arguments.
1. This truth is a clzzxzonsectary from those prin¬
ciples of holiness that have been already confirmed. I
have shewedÿ that we must have a good persuasion of
our reconciliation with God, and of our happiness in
heaven, and ef our sufficient strength, both to will and
.
to do that which is acceptable, to Gpd, through Jesus
Christ, that we hlhy be rationally inclined and bent to
the practice of holiness : and that these- endowments
must be had, by receiving Christ himself, with his Spi¬
rit, and all his fulness, by trusting On him for all his sal¬
vation, as he is freely promised to jus in the gospej j and
i
-that by this faith we do as really receive Christ, as our
food by eating and drinking. Now, let right reason
judge ;can we be persuaded of the love of.God, of our
everlasting happiness, and our strength to serve God, <
and yet be without ahy comfort ? Can the glad tidings
of the gospel of peace, be believed, and Christ and lys
Spirit actually received into the heart, without any relief
to the soul from, oppressing fear, grief and despair t
Can the salvation of Christ be- comfortless, or thc'bread
and water of life without any sweet relish, to those that.
feed on him, with hungering and thirsting appetites ?"
142
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God will not give such benefits as these to those that
do not desire and esteem them above the world. And
certainly the very receiving of them will be comfortable
to such, except they receive them blindfold, which they
cannot do, when the very giving ahd bestowing them, .
openeth the eves of a sinner, and turns him from dark¬
ness to light,whereby he doth, at least in some measure,
-?ee and perceive spiritually the things that concern his
present and future peace, and reap some encouraging
. afid strengthening comfort thereby to the practice of
holiness.
2. Peace, joy, hope, are recommended to us in scrip¬
ture, as the spring of other holy duties ;and fear and
oppressing grief forbidden, as hmderances to true reli¬
gion? " The peace of God keepeth our hearts and minds
through Jesus Christ," Phil. iv. 7. " Be not sorry;
for the joy of the Lord is your strength," Neh. viii,
10. " Every man that hath this hope in him, purifieth
himself, even as he is pure," 1John iii. 3. "Fear nottorment: he that feareth is not made perfect in love," 1 John iv.' 18. This is the reason why the apostle
doubleth the exhortation, to " Rejoice in the Lord alway," as a duty of exceeding weight and necessity, Phil.
iv. 4. What are such duties, but comfort itself.' And
can we think that these duties are necessary to our con- *
tinuance in a holy practice, and yet not to the beginning
of it, where the work is most difficult, and encourage¬
ment most needful. Therefore we must make haste,
;in the first place, do get a comfortable frame of spirit,
if we would make haste, and not delay, to keep God's
holy commandments-,
3. The usual method of gospel doctrine, as it is de¬
livered to us in fhe holy scriptures, is, first, to comfort
ear hearts, and thereby to " establish us in every good
word and work," 2 Thess. ii- 17. And it appears how
dearly this method is adjusted in aeveral epistles, writ¬
ten by the apostles, wherein tlfty first acquaint the
churches with the rich grace of God towards them in
-Christ, and the spiritual blessings which they are made

.
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of, for their strong consolation : and they ex*
ort them to a holy conversation, afisWerable to such
privileges ;and is not only the method of whole epis¬
tles, but of many particular exhortations to duty, where¬
in the comfortable benefits of the grace of God. in
Christ, are made use of as arguments and motives to
stir up the saints to a holy practice : which comfortable
benefits must first be believed, and the comfort of them.
applied to our own soills, or else they will not be forci¬
ble to engage us to the practice for which they are in¬
tended. - To give you a few instances, out of a multi¬
tude that might be alleged, we are exhorted to practise
holy duties, because " we are dead to sin, and alive to
God, through Jesus Christ Our Lord," Rom. vi. ll;

Eartakers

and because " sin shall not have dominion over us ;for
we are not under the law, but under graqe," Rqm. yi.
14 ; because " we are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit ;
and God will quicken our mortal bodies, by his Spirit
(Swelling in us," Rom. viii. 9—12.; because " our bo¬
dies are the members of Christ, and the temples of the
Holy Ghost," 1 Cor. vi. 15, 16; because " God hath
made him to be sin for usÿ who knew no sin ;that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him," 2
Cor. v. 21 ; and hath promised, that he will dwell in
us, and walk in us, and be to us a Father,and we shall
be to him sons and daughters," 2 Cor. yi. 8* with chaj).
yii. 1; because " God hath forgiven us for Christ!
sake; and accounteth us his dear children ;and. Christ
hath loved us, and given himself for us ; and we mat
were sometiirtes darkness, are now light in the Lord,
Eph.*iv. 321 ahd V. 1, 2, 8 ;because " we are risen with
Christ ; and when Christ, who is our life, shall appear,
then shall we also appear with him in glory," Col- nn
will never leave thee,
1, 4 ;because God hath said," I
nor forsake thee," Heb. xiii. 5,; because of " the many
promises made to us," 2 Cor. vii. 1. Search the scrip¬
tures, and you may,* with delight, see that this is the
vein that it uieth through the gOspel exhortations, and
you may f nd the like vein of tomfort running through
the prop1.etical exhortations in the_01d Testament.
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Some may object, " that the apostles used this me¬
thod, in their writings to saints who had practised holi¬
ness already, that so, they might continue and increase
therein." But to that Imay easily reply, if it be a
method needful for grown saints, much more for be¬
ginners, that find the work of obedience most difficult,
and have most need of strong consolation. And I
hope
-to shew, how we may be able to lay hold of these con¬
solations by faith, in the very first beginning of a holy
life. Besides, the gospel proposeth peace and com¬
fort freely to those that are not yet brought to holiness,
that, if they have hearts to receive it, they may be con¬
verted from sin to righteousness. M7hen the apostles
entered into a house, they were first to say, " peace be
to this house," Luke x. 5. At their very first preach¬
ing to sinners, they acquainted them with " the glad
tidings of salvation by Christ," for all that would re¬
ceive it as a free gift by faith, Acts iii. 26. xiii. 26, 32,
38. xvi. 30, 31. They assured them, if they would
but trust heartily on Christ, for all his salvation, they
should have it, although they were at present, the chief
of sinners; which was comfort sufficient for all that duly
esteem spiritual comfort, hungering and thirsting after
. it. And this is a method agreeable to the design of the
gospel, which is, to advance the riches of the grace of
. God in all our spiritual enjoyments. God will give us
;

;

i
1

!
;

i

\
1

his consolations before our good works, as well as after
them, that " we may know, that he giveth us everlast¬
ing consolations, and good hope through grace," and not
through the procurement of our works, 2 Thess. ii. 16.
4. The nature of the duties of the law requireth a
comfortable state of the soul for the performance of
them. Ihave before proved sufficiently, that they require a persuasion of our reconciliation with God, and
of our future happiness, and strength whereby we may
be able to walk in holy obedience : Joshua must be
strong and very courageous, that he might observe to
do according to the law that Moses, the servant of the
Lord, commanded him, Josh. i. 7. Ishall instance

M
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briefly in the comforts, without wHieh, several great
duties cannot be sincerely performed. 'Can we love
146

God, and delight in him above all, while we look upon
him as our everlasting enemy, and apprehend no love
and mercy in him towards us, that may render him a
suitable good for us, and lovely in our-eyes ? What
doleful melody -will the heart make in the duty of praise,
if we account, that all'those perfections, for which we
praise him, will rather aggravate our "misery, than make
us happy ? "What a heartless work will it be to pray
to him, and to bffer up ourselves to his service, if we
have no comfortable Impe that he will accept of us5?- 'Is
it possible for us to free ourselves from carking care s }'
by casting our care upon the Lord, if we do not appre¬
hend he careth for us ? Can we be patient in affliction,
with cheerfulness, and under persecutions, except we
"
have peace with God, and rejoice in hope of the glory
of God ?"Rom. v. 1, 2, 3. What reason can persuade*.
us to submit willingly, according to otlr duty,- to' the
stroke of present death, if God be pleased to Jay it upon
us, when we have no comforts to relieve us against the
horrible fear of intolerable torments of hell for ev6V?
If we should be called to suffer martyrdom for the
protestant religion, as our ancestors in England have
done, we should -find it necessary to abandon the late
upstart- notions that have been bred in a time of eafeej
and to embrace the comfortable doctri'ne-of former protestants, which, through the grace of God, mudi; admany courageous and joyful martyrs.
5. The state of those that are tcrbe brought" from sin
t6 godliness, requires necessarily, that aftertheyhe con¬
vinced of the vanity of their forrrier false confidences-, •
ahd of their deadness in original sin, arid 'subjection to
tfffe wrath of God, they should have a supply of new '
gospel comforts afforded to'entotiragedheir fainting sotilfr !
;
to holy practices. How little do many physicians d'f
sbuls 'donsider the condition of their unconverted pa¬
tientsj;that< 'are altogether without spiritual life- Of j
sfrSTigtlij arid arc or must be convinced thereof# <' ffe'

ÿ
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that prescribeth bodily exercise to a man lying bed¬
ridden under a dead palsy, before any effectual means
may be used to strengthen him, deserveth the name of
a merciless insulting tormentor, rather than a wise and
tender-hearted physician. Kow unreasonable is it to
prescribe the immediate practice of love to God, and
universal obedience to him out of love, as the means of
cure for those that see nothing but wrath and enmity
in God towards them in their present condition ? What
is it but to require a man to work without strength,
promising him, that he shall have strength when his
work is done ? for comfort or joy is so called, because
it " strengtheneth," Neh. viii. 10. True it is, that the
law, which is the ministration of condemnation, obligeth
them to obedience, but our merciful God expecteth no
sincere performance of his law, from such impotent
miserable wretches, in order to their salvation by Christ,
till he hath first delivered them, in some measure, from
those discomforts, slavish fears, and despondences,
that hold.them captive under the law pfsin and death.
We may require a strong healthy person, first to work,
and then to expect meat, drink and wages; but a faint¬
ing, famished person, must first have food, or a reviv¬
ing cordial, to strengthen his heart, before he can work.
6. Bqth scripture and experience shew, , that this is
the method whereby God bringeth his people from sin
to holiness. Though some of them are brought under
terrors for a while, that sin may be the more imbittered, and the salvation of Christ rendered more precious
and acceptable to them ; yet such are again delivered
from their terrors by the comforts of God's salvation, «
that they may be fitted for holiness. And, generally,
a holy life beginneth with comfort, and is maintained
by it. God gave to Adam, at his first creation, the
comfort of his love and favour, and the happiness of
paradise, to encourage him to obedience ; and when he
had lost these comforts, by the fall, he was no longer
able to obey, until he was restored by new comfort of
the promised seed. Christ, the second Adam, set " Cod
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and he knew, that, because
always before his face
God was at his right hand, he should not be moved
Therefore " his heart was glad, and his glory rejoiced,"
Psal. xvi. 8, 9. This made him willing to bear his agony,
and bloody sweat, and to " be obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross." God drew the Israelites to
obedience, with u the cords of a man, with the bands
of love, by taking off the yoke on their jaws, and, laying
meat before them," Ilosea xi. 4. David telleth us, for
our instruction, how he was brought to a holy convernation : " Thy loving kindness is before mine eyes ;and
Ihave walked in thy truth," Psal. xxvi. 3 ; " Lord, I
have hoped for thy salvation, and done thy commandments," Psal. cxix. 166. We have several examples
in the New Testament of the joy that sinners had in the
first receiving of Christ, Acts ii. 41 And, when the
gospel first came to the Thessalonians, " they received
the word in much affliction, with joy in the Holy Ghost,"
1 Thess. i. 4, 5, 6. " When the Gentiles heard the
word of God, they were glad ; and as many as were or¬
dained to eternal life, believed," Acts xiii. 48. The
apostle Paul was constrained, by " the love of Christ"
to give up himself to u live to Christ," 2 Cor. v. 14,
dare appeal to the experience of any that obey
15. I
God out of hearty love. Let them examine themselves,
and consider, whether they were brought to give up
themselves to serve God in love, without Comfortable
dare
apprehensions of the love of God towards them ? I
say, there are no such prodigies in the new birth.
7. What comfortless religion do those, make that al¬
low people no comfort beforehand, to strengthen them
for holy performances, which are very cross, displeas¬
ing and grievous to their natural inclinations, as the plucking out a right eye, cutting off a right hand ;but
would have them first to do such things with love and
delight, under all their present fears, despondences,
and corrupt inclinations, and to hope, that by doing the
work thoroughly and sincerely, they shall at last attain
to a more comfortable state ? All true spiritual com41
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fort, as well as salvation, is indeed quite banished out
of theÿ world, if it be suspended upon the condition of
our good works : which hath already appeared to bo the
condition of the law that worketh no comfort but wrath,
Rom. iv. 14, 15. This makes the way of godliness
odious to many. They think they shall never enjoy a
pleasant hour in this world, if they walk in them ; and
they had rather comfort themselves with sinful plea¬
sure than have no comfort at all.
Others labour awhile in such a comfortless religion,
ÿwith inward fretting and repining at the bondage of it,
and at last grow weary, a*d throw oft' all religion, be¬
cause they know no better. They that bind such heavy
burdens upon men, and grievous to be borne, will plead,
that they are not to be blamed, because they do not
preach the gospel of God and Christ ; whereas, indeed,
they preach a gospel of man's own forging, contrary.
to the nature of the true gospel of Christ, which is glad
"
tidings of great joy to all people," Luke ii. 10. An
uncomfortable gospel cannot proceed from Gdd the Fa¬
ther, who is the " Father of mercies," and the " God
of all comfort," 2 Cor. i. 3 ; nor from Christ, who is
of Israel," Luke ii. 25 ; nor from the
" the consolation
Spirit, who is " the comforter," John xiv. 16, 17. God
" meeteth him that rejoiceth, and worketh righteous¬
ness," Isa. lxiv. 5. He will be served with gladness
and singing; as he shewed by the type of variety of
music, and great numbers of musicians in the temple,
as Christ speaks to us by his gospel, that " his joy mayabide in us," and that " our joy may be full," John xv.
11. No sorrow is approved of by God, except godly
sorrow', which can never be in us without some comfort
of the love of God towards us. They that are offended at
the uncomfortablencss of a religious life, never yet knew
the true way of religion ; else they would find, that
M the ways of wisdom are ways of pleasantness, and all
her paths are peace," Prov. iii. 17.
M2
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DIRECTION X.

TKst we may be prepared by the comforts of the gospel to-perform
sincerely the duties of the law, we must get .some
our salvation, in that very faith whereby Christ himself is reccivelttlllo our hearts : therefore, we must endeavour to believe on
"
ChKst confidently, persuading and assuring ourselves, in the act
of believing, that God freely giveth to us -an interest inChrist and
his salvation, according to his gracious promise:
: < .uc.
U

ÿ

.......

EXPLICATION.

It is evident, that those comforts of the gospel, thtft
are necessary to a holy practice, cannot be truly re¬
ceived Without some assurance of our interest in Christ
and his salvation ; for some of these comforts consist in
a good persuasion of bur reconciliation with God, and.

Jof our future heavenly happiness, and of strength both
tfo will and to do that which is acceptable to God through
Christ ;Jis hath been before shewed. Hence it will
'
clearly follow, that this assurance is very necessary,to
enable us for the practice of holiness, as those comforts
that must go before the duties of the law, in order of
'.nature, as the cause goeth before the effect, though not
"in any distance of time. My present work is, to shew
"what this assurance is, that is so necessary unto holiness, and which Ihave here asserted we uiiist act, in
that very faith whereby we receive Christ himself into
our hearts, even in justifying saving faith,
This doctrine seemeth strange to many that profess
themselves protestants of late days ; whereas it;was for¬
merly highly owned by the chief protestants whom God
.made use of to restore the purity of the gospel, and to
' maintain it against the papist for many years. They
commonly taught, that u faith was a persuasion or confrdence of our own salvation by Christ;'* and that we
.must be sure to apply Christ to ourselves in believing.
And this doctrine was one of the great engines whereby '
they prevailed to overthrow the popish superstition,
v hereof doubtfulness of salvation is cut- of the pried«
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pal pillars. But many of the successors of those protestants have deserted them, and left their writings to
be shamefully insulted by the papists. And this inno¬
vation hath been of longer standing amongst us, than
several other parts of our new divinity, and maintained
by those that profess to abhor that corrupt doctrine
which the papists have built upon such principles. Mo-dera divines may think "they stand upon the shoulders
of their predecessors, whose labours they enjoy, and
that they can see farther than they, as the schoolmen
might have like thoughts of the ancient fathers ;but, for
-all this, they may not be able to see so far, if the eyes
of their predecessors were better enlightened by the
Spirit of Clod, to understand the mystery of the gospel.
And why may we not judge that it is so in the present
case ?

The eyes of men, in these late years, have been blind¬
ed in this point of assurance, by many false imagina¬
tions. They think, because salvation is not promised
to us absolutely, but upon condition of believing on
Christ for it 5 therefore we must first believe directly
on Christ for our salvation, and, after that,'we must re¬
flect in our minds upon Our faith, and examine it by
several marks and signs, especially by the fruit of sin¬
cere obedience ; and if, upon this examination, we find
out certainly, that it is true saving faith, then, and not
-.before, we may believe assuredly, that zee in particular
shall be saved. On this account, they say that our sal¬
vation is by the direct, and our assurance by the reflex'
act of faith ; and that many have true faith, and shall
be saved, that never have any assurance of their salva¬
tion, as long as they live in thi&-world. They find, by
. scripture and experience, that many precious saints of
Cod are frequently troubled with doublings whether
they shall be saved, and whether their faith and obedi¬
ence be sincere, so that they cannot see assurance in
themselves; therefore they conclude, that assurance
-must not be accounted absolutely necessary to justifying
'faith and salvation, lest we should make the hearts of
doubting saints sad, and drive tjhem to despair.
,y
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account

that former protestauts were guilty of

a manifest absurdity; in making '• assurance to be qf
of saving faith befcaupe ail
the natiire and

definition

that hear the gospel are bound to saving faith, and yet
they are not bound absolutely to believe that they them¬
selves shall be saved ; for then many of them would be
bound to believe that which is not declared in the gOspel concerning theni in particular; yea, that which is a
plain, lie,because' the gospel sheweth, that many of those
that arc called are not chosen to salvation, but pefitbKtf
ever, Mat. xx. 16. No wonder if the appear*he*,of46
great an absurdity move many to imagine, that -saV-.
ing faith is a trusting or resting on Christ as the only
sufficient means of salvation, without any assurance;
or, that it is a desiring and venturing to trust or rely on
him, in a mere state of suspense and uncertainty cqnCerhing our salvation, or with a probable opinion or conjectural hope of it at best."
Another objection against this doctrine
is, that " it destroyeth self-examination ; bringing forth
the evil fruits of pride and arrogancy, as if they knew
their places in heaven already, before,die day of judg¬
ment: causeth carelessness of duty, carnal security, al|
manner of licentiousness." And this maketh them com¬
mend doubtfulness- of our salvation, as necessary tp
maintain in us humility, religious fears, watchfulness,
much starching and trying our spiritual state and Ways,
' .
diligence in good works, and all devotion.
Against all these contrary imaginations, I'shflfifr
deavour to maintain this ancient protestant doctrine of
assurance,which Ihave expressed in the Direction.
And first, Ishall lay down some observations for the
right understanding of it, which' will be sufficient to
turn the edge of the strongest objections that , can be
:
made 'against it.
'
1. Observe diligently, that the assurance directed
unto,- is not a' persuasion that we have already received
Christ and his" salvation, or that wc have been already
brought jpto a state of grace j but only, that " God is

,
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pleased graciously to give Christ and his salvation unto
us, and to bring us into a state of sin and death until

this present time so that this doctrine doth not at all
tend to breed presumption in wicked and unregcnerate ÿ
men, that their state is good already ;but only encourageth them to come to Christ confidently for a good
state. Iacknowledge that we may, yea, many must be
taught to doubt whether their present state be good ;
and that it is humility so to do ; and that we must fmd ,
out the certainty and sincerity of our faith and obedi¬
ence by self-examination, before we can have as wellgrounded assurance that we are in a state of grace and
salvation already ;and that such an assurance belongeth
to that which is called the reflex act of faith, (if any
act of faith can be made of it, it being a spiritual sense
of feeling of what is in myself) and is not of the essence
of that faith whereby we are justified and saved;and
that many precious saints are without it, and subject to
many doubts that are contrary to it ; so that they may
not know at all that it shall go well with them at the
day of judgment ; and that it may be sometimes inter¬
mitted, if not wholly lost after it is gotten ; and that wc
should strive to walk holily, that we may attain to it,
because it is very useful to our growth and increase in
faith, and in all holiness.
Most protestants among us, when they speak or write
of assurance, mean only that which is by refection And
I
have said enough briefly to shew, that what Iassert,
is consistent with the doctrine which is commonly re¬
ceived concerning it,and destructive to none of the good
fruits of it ;therefore not guilty of those evils that some
falsely charge it with. This kind of assurance which I
speak of, answereth not the question, whether Iam al¬
ready in a state of grace and salvation ? There is another
great question that the soul must answer, that it may
get into a state of grace, whether God be graciously
pleased now to bestow Christ and his salvation upon
have been hitherto a very wicked crea¬
me, though I
ture ? "Wc must be sure to resolve this question com-
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fortably, by another kind of assurance in the direct act
of faith, wherein we are to persuade ourselves (without
reflecting upon any good qualifications in ourselves)
that God is ready graciously to receive us into the arms
of his saving mercy in Christ, notwithstanding all our
former wickedness, according to that gracious promise,
" Iwill call them my people, which were pot my peo¬
ple ; and her beloved, which were not beloved. And
it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said
unto them, ye are not my people, there shall they hi
called the children of the iiving God,'' Rom. iv. 25, 36.
2. The assurance directed unto, is not a persuasion
of our salvation, whatever we do, or however we live
and walk ; but only in a limitedway, through mere free
grace in Christ, by partaking of holiness as well as for¬
giveness, and by walking in the way of holiness to the
enjoyment of the glory of God. We shall not heartily
desire or endeavour to assure ourselves of such a sal¬
vation as this is, if we be not first brought to see our
own sinfulness and misery, and to despair of our own
-righteousness and strength, and to hunger and thirst
lor the sanctifying as well as the justifying grace of
God in Christ ; so that we may walk in his ways of
holiness, to the enjoyment of the heavenly glory. -The
faith whereby we receive Christ, must have in it, not
only a persuasion of happiness, but these, and the like
good qualifications, that will make it a most holv faith.
Certainly an asfhrance thus qualified, M ill not beget
any pride in us, but rather humility and self-loathing,
except any account it pride, to "rejoice and glory in
Christ," when we " have no confidence in the flesh,"
Phil. iii. 3. It will not destroy religious fear, and breed
carnal security, but rather it will make us fear, going
asiue from Christ, our only refuge and security, and
walking after the flesh. Noah had cause to enter into
the ark, and to abide there with assurance of his pre¬
servation ; yet he might well be afraid to venture out
of the ark, because he was persuaded, that continuance
in the ark was his only safety from perishing in the
1J4
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flood. And how can a persuasion of salvation, in a way
of holiness, brecfd slothfulness in duty,' carelessness, ''
and licentiousness ? It doth rather mightily allure, and *
stir us up to -" be- always abounding in the work of the **
Lord,forasmuch as we know, that our labour ÿjhall not '
be in Vain in the Lord," lCor. xv. 58.
They that are persuaded of the free grace of God
toward -them in Christ, are not, indeed, solicitous about
eafninjg their salvation by their own legal works. And "
SatatHs- ready to- suggest to them, that this is sinful
rarelessness, and tendeth to licentiousness. Bat they
that -wall' believe this false . suggestion of' Satan, shew
plainly that they do not vet know what it is to serve
God in' love., and that they are held in, to all their
obedience, by the bit and bridle of slavish fear, " as
the horse and riiule, that have no understanding," Psal.

*

xxxii. 9.
' .'
3. Beware of thinking so highly of this assurance, as
if it wCnt' inconsistent With any doubting in the same * "*
soul. A great reason Why many protestants have re¬
ceded from the doctrine of therr ancestors in this point,
is, because thejÿ1 think there can be no true assurance
of salvation' in any that are not troubled with doubtings,
as they find inany be, whom they cannot but own as
trite believers; and, precious saints of God. True, in¬
deed; this assurance must be contrary fo doubtings in
the nature of it; and so, if it be perfect, in the highest
degree, it wpuld exdnde ati doubting out of the soul ;
and It doth how exclude, it in iome degree. ' But, is:
thfefeftot ifesh, 'as w'ell'as's/rc'rir, in the best saints orr
earth? Gat* V*' 17. Is there hot*'"'a law in their-mem-bees' warring -against the law of their minds ?" Bom.
«vi&'23.' May not. ong that truly believeth, say, "'Lbrd,"
help' my uribtdieffÿ'lVfhrk x. 24. Can any Onegfth sayi;*
they have heceiVdd'attjrgrace m theAfÿAeis'? degree, and'
that .they are wholly free fromtthe contrary cdrnihtport?'1
Why theH "should we think, thai assurance 'cahnotabe
true', eiicepf it be perfect; and free thtPsocd from alF*
doubiSftgsf The' apostldbbutits it A great blessing tb'
'
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the Thessalonians, that they had much assurance ;inti¬
mating, that some true assurance might be in a less de¬
gree., 1Thess. i. 5. Peter had some good assurance of
Christ's help, when he walked on the water at Christ's
command, and yet he had some doubtfulness in him, as
his fears shewed, when he saw the wind boisterous.
He had some faith contrary to doubting, though it were
but little, as Christ's words to him shew : 44 O thou of
little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" Matth. xiv.
29, 30, 31. It is strange, if the flesh and the Devil
shall never oppose a true assurance, and assault it with
doubtings ? A believer may be sometimes so over¬
whelmed with doubtings, that he may not be able to
perceive au assurance in himself. He is so far from
knowing his place in heaven already (as some scoflingly
object) that he will say, that he knoweth not any assur¬
ance that he hath of being there, and needeth diligent
self-examination to find it out. Yet, if at that time he
can blame his soul for doubting, 44 why art thou cast
down, O my soul ? and, why art thou disquieted in me !
hope thou in God ; for Ishall yet praise him," Psal.
xlii. 11. If he condemn his doubtings, as sinful, and
say with himself, 44 this is my infirmity," Psal- lxxxvii.
10. these doubtings are of the flesh, and of the Devil ;
if he still endeavour to call God Father, and complain
to him, that he doubteth whether he be his Father,and
pray that God will give him the assurance of his fatherly
love, which he is not sensible of, and dispel those fears
and doubtings ;Isay, that such a one huth some true
assurance, though he must strive to grow to a higher
degree : for, if he were not persuaded of the truth of
the love of God towards him, he could not rationally
condemn his fears and doubts concerning it as sinful ;
neither could he rationally pray to' God as his Father,
or that God would assure him of that love that he doth
not think it to be true.
. .
Do but grant that it is the nature of saving faith, thus
to resist and struggle with slavish fears of wrath, and
doubting of our own salvation ;and you grant, in effect,
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that there is, and must be something of assurance of
our salvation in saving faith, whereby it resisteth doubtings ; and you are, in effect, of the same judgment
with me in the assertion, however strange my expres¬
sions seem to you. If this that I
have said concerning
our imperfection in assurance, as well as other graces,
were well considered, this ancient protestant doctrine
would be freed from much prejudice, and gain more
esteem among us than it doth.
4. In the last place, let it be well observed, that the
reason why we are to assure ourselves in our faidi, that
" God freely giveth Christ and salvation to us particu¬
larly," is not, because it is a truth before we believe it,
but because it becometh a certain truth ivhen we believe
it, and because it never will be true, except we do, in
some measure, persuade and assure ourselves tliat it is
so. We have no absolute promise or declaration in
scripture, that God certainly will, or doth give Christ
and his salvation to any one of us in particular ;neither
do we know it to be true already by scripture, or sense,
or reason, before we assure ourselves absolutely of it :
yea, we are without Christ's salvation at present, in a
state of sin and misery, under the curse and wrath of
God. Only 1 shall prove, that we are bound, by the
command of God, thus to assure ourselves : and the
scripture doth sufficiently warrant us, that we should
not deceive ourselves in believing a lie ; but, according'
to our faith , so shall it be to us, Matth. ix. 29. This is
a strange kind of assurance, far different from other
ordinary kinds ; and therefore no wonder if it be found
weak and imperfect, and difficult to be obtained, and
assaulted with many doubtings. We are constrained
to believe other things on the clear evidence we have
that they are true, and would remain true, whether we
believe them or no ; so that we cannot deny our assent,
without rebelling against the light of our senses, rea¬
son, and conscience.
But here our assurance is not impressed on our
-thoughts by any evidence of the thing ; but we must
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•work it out in ourselves by the assistance of the Spirit
of God, and thereby we bring our. own -thoughts -into?
captivity to the obedience of Christ. None but God
can justly require of us this kind of assurance, because
he only " calleth those things that are not, as thdugb
they were,'' Rom, iv. 17. He only can give existence
to things that yet are not, and make a dung to be true,
on our believing it, that was not true before, life only
can make good that promise, " what things soever ye
desire, when you pray, believe that ye -receive theno,
and ye shall have them," Mark xi. 24. " -Who is M
that saith, and it comcth to pass, when the Lordcommandeth it not i" Lam. iii. 27* Therefore, this faiih
is due to God only, and greatly redoundeth to his glory*-,Menwill often require a believing something like it;
wiU forgive your offence, and be
as, when one says, " I
your friend, if Ican find that you believe it, and that.
you take me for a friend." But their fallible word it/
not sufficient ground to make us persuade ourselves ab,
solutely, that we shall have their promised favouiw
The faitjj of. miracles gives us some light in this mat-.
ter. Christ assured them.on whom they were w*»ugh%
and who had power given them of working thenjÿ4
the miracles should be wrought, if they belkved-jf
out doubting of the event, Mark xi. 22, 23. And*
is a reason, for this resemblance; because the
working miracles, was, to. confirm the doctrine. ,...
gospel of salvation by . faith in Christ's name, as in#
scriptures clearly shew; and, indeed, the salvatk»"1~
a sinner is a very great miracle. .It iyreporm'
wizard* do.often require those that come to then
they. should believe they shall obtain whafethe|t___
of them, or at least that they are able to fulfil their de*/'
sire;: whereby the devil, the master of those wizards
,sfaeweth- himself to be God's ape and. that he woukfe
fain hav.e jdwt honour and glory ascribed tp himm '
.K .- ÿ<?£&
that is due to God alone.
JL
Having thus explained -the nature of that assunmw
which Ihave directed unto, Ishall now produce-.sere*
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ral arguments, to prove, that " there is, and must ne¬
cessarily be, such an assurance or persuasion of salva¬
tion in saving faith itself.
1. This assurance of salvation is implied in the de¬
scription before given of that faith whereby we receive
Christ and his salvation, into our hearts. Idescribed
faith to be a grace of the Spirit, whereby " we heartily
believe the gospel, and also believe on Christ, as he is
revealed and freely promised to us therein, for all his
salvation." And I
shewed, in the explanatipn, that be¬
lieving on Christ is the same with resting, leaning, stay¬
ing ourselves on Christ, or God through Christ, for
our salvation. It May be, some will like that descrip¬
tion the better, because faith was there described by
terms that are ordinarily used, even by those thafdeny
the necessity of assurance ; but these ordinary terms do
sufficiently include assurance in the nature offaith,and
they cannot stand without it. And this sheweth, that
many hold the doctrine of assurance implicitly, and
profess it, though they think the contrary. Believing
on Christ for salvation, as freely promised to us, must
needs include a dependance on Christ, with a- persua¬
sion that salvation shall be freely given, as it is freely
promised to us. Believing with a divine faith, ground¬
ed on the infallible truth of the promise, if it did not,
in some measure, exclude a mere suspense and waver¬
ing opinion or conjecture, were not worthy to be so
called. Some may be so absurd as to say, that faith is
only a believing, that we shall be saved by Christ, if
we perform such conditions as he requiretli : and then
indeed, it will leave us where it found us, as to any cer¬
tainty of salvation, until those conditions be performed.
But Ihave already prevented such an absurdity, by
shewing, that this believing on Christ is, itself, not only
the condition of our salvation, but also the instrument
whereby we actually receive it. Believing, being the
proper act of faith, must needs have the same contra¬
ries to it : as staggering-, Rom. iv. 20 ; xvavering, Ileb.
x. 23 ,• doubting, Mat. xiv. 31 : fear, Mark v. 3d.
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'lTiese contraries do much illustrate the nature of faith j
und do shew, that believing must have some confidence
in i:, else it would have doubting infhe very nature of
it ; for what man, that understandeth the preciousness
of his immortal soul, and. his danger of losing it, can
ever avoid fear, doubting, and trouble .of heart, by any
believing, whereby he doth not at all assure himself of
bis salvation ? The other terms of trusting and rest¬
ing on Jesus Christ, &c. whereby faith is often desccjbed by orthodox teachers, must include assurance of sal¬
vation, because they signify the same thing with believ¬
ing on Christ.
The soul must have its sufficient support, to bear it up
, against oppressing fears, troubles, cares, despair, that it
may thus trust and rest. The right manner of trusting
and hoping in the Lord is, by assuring ourselves, against
all fears and doubtings, that the Lord is our God,
and he is become our salvation. I
trusted on thee, 0
Lord : Isaid thou art my God," Psal. xxxi. 14. " Tbe
Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer ;
will trust," Psal. xyiii.
my God, my strength, in whom I
;I
will trust and not
God
Behold
salvation
is
my
2. "
be afraid," Isa. xii. 2. O my soul, hope thou in God,
•who is the health of my countenance, and my God,

J

"

"

Psal. xlii. 11. True hope is grounded in God only,
that he will bless us, thatjie may be an " anchor for the
soul, sure and stedfast, Heb. vi. 17, 18,19. ,If y°u
trust, rely, and stay ypurselves on Christ, or hope in
him, without assuring ypurselves at all of salvation by
him, you .make no better use of him, than if he were a
broken reed : and, if you would stay yourselves on the
Lord, you must look upon him as your God;as the pro¬
phet teacheth, " let him trust on the name of the Lord,
and stay upon his God," Isa. 1. 10. If you will rest w
the Lord, you must believe that he dealeth boimtifirfjy
with you, Psal. cxvi. 7 ;or else, for ought you Imoar,
you may make your bed in hell. And you will shear
little regard of Christ, and of your soul, if you dare to
rest under the wrath of God, without any persuasion
of a sure interest in
People may please them-

Christ.
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selves with such a trusting, or resting, &c. when they
are at ease; but in time of temptation, itvanisheth away,
and appeareth to be no true faith, but is turned into
shame. The soul that* liveth in such wavering and
doubting concerning salvation, doth not stay itsCif, nor
rest at all; but is " like a wave of the sea, driven with
the wind, and tossed ; he is a double-minded man, un¬
stable in all his ways," Jam. i. 6. If you continue on
the mere suspense and doubtfulness of salvation by
Christ, your desire to trust, is but a lazy rvoxddingv
without any fixed resolution,and you dare not yet ven¬
ture to trust on him stedfastly. If you call it only your
desire to trust and rely pn Jesus Christ, Imay answer,
that you cannot do this much, in a right manner, except
you desire and venture to persuade and assure your¬
selves of your salvation by Christ, notwithstanding all
the causes that you have to doubt and fear the contrary.
If it be objected, that we may trust on Christ only
as a sufficient means of salvation, without any assurance
of the effect, Ishall acknowledge, that the sufficiency
of God and Christ is a good ground for us to Test on :
but we must understand by it, not only a sufficiency off
power, but also of good will and mercy towards us
for what have we to do more with the sufficiency of God
and Christ's power than fallen angels, without his good
will towards us ? And if this be truly believed, it will
exclude doubtfulness concerning your salvation.
2. Several places of scripture declare'positiyely and
expressly, that we are to be assured of our salvation, in
that faith whereby we are justified and saved. Ishall
produce some instances. We are exhorted to " draw
: near to God with full assurance of faith," Heb. x. 22.
Many apply this text to that which they call the reflex
. act of faith, because they imagine that all assurance
' must needs be by reflection. But the words of the text
I
clearly teach us to understand it of that act of faith
|l«hiereby we draw near to God ;that is, the direct act :
•
and it is that very faith whereby the just do live, even.
justifying, saving faith, ver. 3S. And this assurance
N2
- .. .
ÿ?
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must be full, at least in thetrue and proper naturetof It,'

in opposition to mere doubting and uncertainty, though
we are further to labour for that which if full in the

highest degree of perfection. And thesame faith where¬
by we are exhorted to draw near unto God, and where¬
by the just liveth, is,a little after, ch. xi. 1. affirmed to
be " the s'ubstance of things hoped for, and the evidence
of things not seen." Why should saving faith have
these high titles aad attributes given to it, if it did not
ÿcontain in it a sure persuasion of the great things in out
salvation hoped for, making them to be evident to the
eyes of ourmind, as if they were already present-in their
substance, though yet not visible to our bodily eyes? :>
That faith whereby we are made partakers of Christ
and to be Christ'6 house, must be worthy to be called con*
Jidence, and accompanied with rejoicing hope ;44 whose
house we are, if we hold fast the confidence, and re*
joicing of the hope firm u/ito the end," Heb. iii. 6, 1A
What is confidence concerning any thing, but trusting
concerning it, with a firm persuasion of- the truth of itf
"If we have only a strong opinion concerning a thing,
without any absolute certainty, we use to say, that we
are not altogether confident of it. The faith whereby
we are justified, must be in a measure like to the faith
whereby 44 Abraham, against hope, believed in hope,that his seed should certaanly be multiplied
to the promise of God ;though by reason of the de»&
ness of his own body, and of Sarah's wofob,"
have no evidence from his qualifications to assure
self of it : but all appearances were racier t» the. con¬
trary; as the aposde teacheth cjearly, Rom. iv. 18, 19,
23,-24. As absolutely as this promise was, thus made
to Abraham, yet it was not to be fulfilled without tlik
assurance of faith; and, by the like faith,thefreeÿproraises of salvation by Christ, will be absolutely fulfdlfid,

weStoHl*

James expressly requireth,that
4 The apostle
ask good things of God in faith, nothing' tkubtrnffii
which inciudeth assurance manifestly; und he ttiiftsls
ÿ
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plainly, that without it a man ought not to think that he
shall receive<any thing of the Lord. Therefore, we may
firmly conclude, that without it we shall BOt receive the
salvation of Christ, Jam. i. 6, 7. And that which the
apostle James requireth us not to doubt of, is the obtain¬
ing the things that we ask ,as we may learn from an in¬
struction,- to the same purpose, given to us by Christ
himself ;h what things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe ye. receive them, and ye shall have them," Mark
ad. 24.

More places of scripture might be alleged to the same
purpose : but these ate sufficient to evince, that we are
to assure ourselves in our salvation in faith itself, or else
we are not likely to enjoy it ;and that it is not humility,
proud disobedience, to live in a state of more
- but ratherand
suspense
doubtfulness concerning our salvation;
and that this assurance must be in the direct act of faith
whereby we are justified and saved. For, as for that
which is called the reflex act of faith, it is a certain
truth,and generally owned, that it is not absolutely ne¬
cessary to solvation to any ;andthat it is sinful,and per¬
nicious to many to believe, that they are already entered.
into a state of grace and salvation. I
- 3. God giveth us sufficient, ground in, scripture, to
come to Christ with confident faith, at the very first;
trusting assuredly that Christ and his salvation shall be
given to us, without any failing and delay, however vile
and sinful our condition hath been hitherto. The scrip¬
ture speaketh to the vilest sinners in such a manner as
if it were framed on,purpose to beget assurance of sal¬
vation in them immediately, Acts ii. 39. and iii. 26.
'This promise is universal, that " whoever believeth -on
Christ, shall not be ashamed," without making a differ¬
ence between Jew and Greek, Ilom. x. 11, 12. And.
this promise is confirmed by the blood of Christ, who
was given for the world, -and lifted up upon the cross
Jor this very end, that " whosoever beljevetb on him
ÿkpidd not perish, but have everlasting life," John iii.
t/i% 15, 16. His invitation is free to,anyj " if any nuut
,y
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thirst, let him come unto me and drink ;'"andtfiis drink'"
is promised to evfcry one that believeth, John vii. 37;
39. Tlie command of believing is propounded, not
only in general, but in particular ; and tne promise of
salvation upon believing, is also applied personally, ahdf

.

that to such as have been hitherto in a state of sm and
wrath; as to the wicked, persecuting, self-murdering
jailer, Acts xvi. 31. w Believe on the Lord Jesus, and
thou shalt be saved, and thine house." God Coinihapdÿ
ed them that walked together in sin hitherto to call him1
their own Father in their very first returning, Jer; iii.
4. So, Hos. ii. 25. " God will say, thou art my peo¬
"
ple ;and they will say, thou art my God confidently
averring their personal interest in him. God hathjoin-*
ed confidence and salvation "inseparably together ; u in
returning and rest ye shall be saved ;in quietness tod
in confidence shall be your strength," Isa. xxx. 15. '•
What a poor slender use and improvement' do many
make of these discoveries of the rich grace of God to¬
wards sinners, who say, that if we see mat we have per¬
formed the condition of believing, then we may take
Christ confidently as our own. 1«ey skip over the first
principal use they ought to make of them. The very
performance of die condition is, to take Christ as our
own immediately and to eat and drink him, by believ¬
ing confidently on him for our salvation. If an he&rit?
rich man say to a poor woman, " I
promise to be thjÿ
husband, if thou wilt have me ; Bay but the word, tod
Iam thine may she not presently answer confi&ciitM' '
thou art my husband, and I
claim thee foi- lhyhtSP
,
band and should she not rather siy so, than say,
believe not what thou sayest ?" If an honeSt
" do but take this gift, and it is your own ; dobgt\jjr
and drink, and you are freely welcome
take the gift, and eat and drink at first,
ther ado, and with assurance " that it is mipe<4rSfJjÿT'
If I
do it doubtingly, I
disparage the honestyarfd
of the dOnor, as if he were not dman of his wotÿTfr
Iik« manner, if fearing to be too confidtt>t,lestw%

,

-
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believe a lie, we should come to Christ doubtingly, and
in mere suspense, whether we should be freely enter¬
tained, after all God's free invitations and promises,
should we not disparage the faithfulness of God ? And
should we not be guilty of making God a liar ? As the
apostle John teacheth, because of our not believing the
record which God hath given of his Son : " And this is
the record, that God hath given us eternal life ;and this
life is in his Son," 1John v. 10, 11.
And what if the salvation promised, be not absolutely
intended for all to 'whom the gospel cometh ? It is
enough, that God giveth us his faithful word, that they
that believe shall have it, and none else ;and hath abso¬
lutely intended to fulfil his word that none shall find it
to be a lie to them, and hath joined believing and salva¬
tion inseparably together. On this ground God may
justly cause the promise of this salvation to be published
to all, and may justly require all to believe on him as¬
suredly for their own salvation, that so it may appear
whether they will give him the glory of his truth : and
if they will not, he may justly reject them, and punish
them severely for dishonouring him by their unbelief.
In this case, we must not look to the secret decrees of
God, but to his revealed promises and commands. Thus
God promised to the Israelites in the wilderness, that
he would give them the land of Canaan, and would fight
for them against their enemies ; and required them not
to fear or be discouraged, that so the promise might be
fulfilled to them ; yet God never absolutely decreed or
intended, that those Israelites should enter in ; as the
event did quickly manifest, Deut. i. 20, 21, 29, 30. Yet,
were they not bound, in this case, to trust confidently
in God, to give him victory over their enemies, and to
give them the possession of the land ? had they not suf¬
ficient ground for such a faith ? was it not just with God
to consume them in the wilderness for their unbelief?
u Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being made of
entering into this everlasting rest through Christ, we
should come short of it, and fall after the same example
of unbelief," Heb. iv. 1, 11.
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The professors of true godliness, that we read of
through the scriptures of the Old and New Testament,
did commonly profess their assurance and persuasion of
their interest in God and his salvation, and were direct¬
ed by the word of God so to do ; and true saints had
still some assurance of it. And we have no cause to
judge, that this assurance was grounded on the certainty
of their own good qualifications,but rather on the pro¬
mises of God by the direct act of faith. We may judge
of the ordinary profession of the frame of spirit that was
ii) the saints, by some instances. Ishall begin with the
profession that the church made when it was very cor¬
rupt, at its first coming out of Egypt, when few of them
ÿcould assure themselves, by their good qualifications,
that they were in a state of grace already ; which many
now imagine to be the only way of assurance. Even
in that corrupt time, the children of Israel sung that
triumphant song of Moses, " the Lord is my strength
and my song, and he is become my salvation ;he is my
God," Exod. xv. 2. Moses taught thenv in that song,
to assure themselves of their own personal interest in
the salvation ; and he guided them to the practice of
their duty. Anil they did not find fault with Motes, as
some do with ministers in these days, for putting them
to express more confidence in their song, than they can
find ground for from their qualifications ; but they ap¬
plied themselves to the exercise of their faith, agreeably
to the song : and, doubtless, this faith was unfeigned in
some few of them, though but feigned in others ; for
it is testified of them, that then " they believed his
words, they sang his praise," I'sal. cvi. 12, Several
other psalms and songs, that were by divine appointment
in common use under the Old Testament, are as clear
an evidence as we cau desire, of that assurance offaith
which is commonly professed, and that people were ge¬
nerally bound to, under the Old Testament ; as Psal.
xxiii. xxvii. xliv. and xlvi. Many other psalms, cr ex¬
pressions in psalms, might be alleged. The spirits of
few in comparison, could have thoroughly complied
4.
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with such psalm®, though they were true believers, if all
the assurance of the love of trod must-altogether depend
upon the certain knowledge of the sincerity of their
own hearts.
We have a great cloud' of witnesses together out of
the whole history of the Old Testament, Itch. xi. who
did,.raid suffered, and obtained great tilings by faith ;
whose examples are 'produced on purpose that we fol-,
low them in believing, to " the saving cf our souls,"
lleb. x. 39. And, if we consider these examples par¬
ticularly, we shall find, that many of them do evidently
guide us to such a saving faith as hath an assurance of
the effect '-contained in the nature of it. Iconfess we
read several times of the fears and doublings of the
saints under the Old Testament ;but we read also bow
they themselves condemned them as contrary to faith,
as in the Psalms ; Psal. xlii. 11. xxxi. 22. and lxxvii.
7, 10. -The most mournful psalm in scripture begins
with an expression of some assurance, Psal. Ixxxviii. 1
And wo may note, that the doublings that we meet with
of the saints of old, were commonly occasioned by some
extraordinary affliction, or some heinous transgression ;
not by common failings, or the common original depra¬
vation of nature, or the uncertainty of their election,
or. any thought that it is humility to doubt, and that
tb*y were *iot really bound to be confident of G od's salwwoo,- because then many might be bound to believe
ttjUeb-'Jtis hardto find any of these occasions of doubt¬
ing under the Old Testament, though they are grown
so rife among us now under the New Testament.
vdfcr the time of the apostles, we may well expect that
the assurance of faith grew higher, because the salvatiwo.i»f iChrist was revealed, and the Spirit of adoption
{|ihf>d fin f 11 [ili i it il'i ill and the church made free from
tfvfci —lT, bondage under the terrifying legal covenant.
ÿflhA*uukl prove to primitive christians, by appeals to
own- experience, that they were the " children and
49jjb*UO&Ood, because they had not received
the Spirit
whondage aggin to fear, but the Spirit of adoption,

.
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whereby they cry, Abba, Father," Rom. viii. 15. " The
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirits," [or, bear¬
468

•

ing our spirits witness,] as the Syriac and vulgar Latin
render it, and as the like Greek phrase is rendered,
Rom. ix.~ 1. " that we are the children of God; and if
children, then heirs," Rom. viii. 15, 16, 17'. Gal. iv. 6.
And the apostle tells the Ephesians, that after they be¬
lieved, " they were sealed with the Holy Spirit, which
was the earnest of their inheritance," Eph. i. 13, 14;
i. e. they were sealed from the same time that they be¬
lieved : for the original words are in the same tense.
If this witness, seal and earnest of the Spirit had not
been ordinary to believers, it would not have been suf¬
ficient to prove, that they were the children of God;
and such manner of arguing might have driven some to
despair, that wanted this witness, seal and earnest. •
Let us inquire now, whether the Spirit beareth wit¬
ness that we are the children of God, and enables us to
cry, Abba, Father, by the direct act, or by that which
they call the reflex act of faith ? For we must not think
that it is done by an enthusiasm, without any ordinary
means ; nor can we reasonably imagine, that no true be¬
lievers can call God Father, by the guidance of the Spi¬
rit, but only those few that are so sure of their own sin¬
cerity, that by reflecting upon it, they can ground an
act of faith concerning their own interest in Christ ;no,
surely. Therefore we may judge rather, that the Spi¬
rit worketh this in us, by giving us saving faith itself,
by the direct act of which all true believers are enabled
to trust assuredly on Christ for the enjoyment of the
adoption of children, and all his salvation according to
the free promise of God : and to call God, Father, with¬
out reflecting on any good qualifications in themselves;
for the Spirit is received by the direct act of faith, Gal.
iii. 2 ; and so he is the Spirit of adoption, and comfort,
to all that receive him. They that assert, that the Spi¬
rit witnesseth our adoption, only by assuring us of the
sincerity of our faith, love, and other gracious qualifi¬
cations, and by the reflex act of faith, do teach also
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commonly, that you must again try, whether the Spirit
thus witnessing;, be the Spirit of truth, or of delusion,
by searching narrowly, whether our inward .grace be
sincere or counterfeit : so that hereby the testimony of
the Spirit is rendered so hard to be discerned, that it
standeth us in no stead ; but all our assurance is made
at last to depend upon our own certain knowledge of
our own sincerity.
There are several other evidences to shew, that be¬
lievers generally were. persuaded of the salvation in the"
apostles time. They loved and waited for the coming
of Christ to judge the, world, 1 Cor. i. 7. 2 Tim. iv. 8.
They loved all the saints for the hope that was laid up
for them in heaven, Col. i. 3, 4, 5. The Corinthians,
that were very carnal, and but babes in Christ, we* i
"persuaded that they should judge the world, and angels,
' and that their bodies were members of Christ, and the
temples of the Holy Ghost, 1Cor, vi. 2, 3,15, 19. The
very first coming of the gospel to the Thessalonians,
was " in the Holy Ghost, and much assurance
so that
" they received it in much affliction, with joy of the
Holy Ghost;" when as yet they had no considerable
time to get assurance, by reflecting on their good qua- v
lifications, 1 Thess. i. 5, G. Likewise, the believing 'ÿ )
Hebrews, when they were illuminated at their C&nversion, " took joyfully the spoiling of their goods, knowing that they had in heaven a better and . an enduring *
substance ; and this was their confidence, which they v
. were not to cast off, because the just liveth by faith."
And therefore it appeareth, that this confidence belong*
eth necessarily to justifying saving faith, Heb. x. 34>
•

SS, 38.

Now, let those that allege the examples or experience c
of many modern christians, to disprove- Alfthat I
have
asserted, consider well whether these are fit to be laid
in the balance against all the scripture examples and
experience that Ihave produced out of the Old and
New Testament. I
confess, that assurance of salvation
is more rarely professed by christians in these times
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than formerly : and we may thank some teachers for if,
that have deserted the doctrine of former protestants in
this point, and vented against it several errors, such as
have been already named ; and now would take advan¬
iro

tage to confirm the truth of their doctrine from those

doubtings in christians, that have been chiefly occasion¬
ed by it. But, however, the nature of saving faith is
still the same. And Iassert, that, in these days, as
well as formerly, it always hath in it some assurance of
ry solvation by Christ, which doth and will appear, at least
£ in resisting and condemning all doubtings, and praying
against them, and endeavouring to trust assuredly, and
to call God, Father ;except in extraordinary desertions,
ÿ
by which our case must, not be tried. We are not to
t
trust to the judgment of many concerning themselves.
They will judge falsely, that they have no assurance at
all, because they know not yet, by marks and signs, that
they are in a state of grace already, or because they
think that there is no assurance when there are many
doubtings, and because it is so weak, ttnd so much op¬
pressed with doubting, that it can hardly be discerned,
as life in a fainting fit. But, if their judgments be bet¬
ter informed, they may be brought to discern some assurance in themselves. We are also to take heed of
>
mistaking those for true believers,, that are not so, and
of judging this point by their experiences ; which is a
vulgar- error. The blind charity of some moveth them
to take all for true believers who are full of doubts- and
troubles concerning their salvation, though it may be
they only are convinced of sin, and brought tb some
zeal of God that is not according to the knowledge of
the way of salvation by Christ ; and they think it duty
to comfort such ignorant persons, by persuading them,
that their state is good, and their faith right, though
they have no assurance of salvation. Thus they are
brought to judge falsely concerning the nature of faith,
out of their blind charity to such as rare yet in ignorance
and unbelief ; and, instead of comforting such, they ra¬
ther take the direct way to harden them in their natural
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state, and to divert them from seeking consolation bysaving faith in Christ, and to ruin their souls for ever.
5. The chief office of this faith, in its direct saving
act, is to receive Christ and his salvation actually into
our hearts, as hath been proved ; which office cannot
be rationally performed, except we do, in some mea¬
sure, persuade our hearts, and assure ourselves, in the
enjoyment of him. As the body receiveth things into
itself by the hands and mouth, so the soul receiveth
these things to itself, and layeth actual hold on them,
by the faculty of the will, maketh choice of them, and
embracing them in a way of present enjoyment and pos¬
session, as it doth by the faculty of the understanding,
see and apprehend them. Thus the soul receiveth com¬
fort from outward things ; as a righteous person cannot
receive inward comfort from outward things, as from
. worldly estate, wife, husband, friends, &c. except he
i choose them as good, and account them his own by a
right and title. This is the only rational way whereby
the soul can actively lay hold on Christ, and take actual
possession of him, and his salvation, as he is freely ofi fered and promised to us in the gospel, by the grace of
; faith, which God hath appointed to be our great instru' ment for the receiving of him, and closing with him.
If we do not make choice of Christ as our only salvai tion and happiness, or if we be altogether in a state of
"i suspense, and doubting whether God will be pleased to
1
give Christ to us or no, it is evident, that our souls are
i quite loose from Christ, and have no holdfast or enjoyI ment of him. They do not so much as pretend to 'any
- actual receiving, or laying hold, or choosing of him,
j neither are they fully satisfied that it is lawful for them
r . so to do : but rather they are yet to seek, whether they
i have any good ground or right to lay hold on him or no.
1
!Let any'rational man judge, whether the soul doth,
1. or can put forth any sufficient act for the reception and
j enjoyment of Christ, as its Saviour, head, or husband,
while it is yet in doubt, whether it be the will of Christ
to.be joined with it in such a near relation ? Can a woÿ
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man honestly receive any one as her husband, without
being assured that he is fully willing to be her husband ?
'I*he same may be said concerning the several parts of
Christ's salvation," Avhich are to be received by faith. It
is evident, that we do not aright receive the benefit of
remission of sins, for the purging of our consciences
from that guilt that lieth upon them, unless we had an

assured persuasion of God's forgiving them. We do
not actually receive into our hearts, opr reconciliation
with God, and adoption of children, and the title to an
everlasting inheritance, until we can assure ourselves,
that God is graciously pleased to be our God jpul Fa¬
ther, and to take uS to be his children arid heirs. We
do not -actually receive any sufficient strength to encour¬
age our hearts to holiness in all difficulties, until we
can steclfastly believe, that God is with us, and will not
j
fail nor forsake us.
Hence then we may firmly conclude, that whosoever
seeketh to be saved by faith, and doth not seek to have
assurance or confidence of his own salvation, doth but
deceive himself, and! delude his soul with a mere fancy
instead of saving faith, and doth in effect, seek to be
saved in his corrupt natural state, without receiving,
and laying actual hold of the Lord Jesus Christ andhis
salvation.
6. It is also a great and necessary office of saving
faith, to purify the heart, and to enable us to live and
walk in the practice of all holy duties, by the -grace of
Christ, and by Christ himself living in us, as hath been
shewed before ;which office faith is not able to perform,
except some assurance of our own interest in Christ*
and his salvation, be comprehended in the nature of it..
If we would live to God, not to ourselves, but by Christ
living in us, according to Paul's example, we must be
able to assure ourselves as he did, " Christ loved me,
and gave himself for me," Gal. ii. 20. We are taught,
that, " if we live in the Spirit, we should walk in the
Spirit," Gal. v. 25. It would be high presumption if
we'should endeavour to walk above our natural strength,
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and power by the Spirit, before we have made sure of
have shewed, that we can*
our livingby the Spirit. I
not make use of the comfortable benefits of the saving
grace of Christ, whereby the gospel doth engage and
encourage us to a holy practice, except we have soÿe
confidence of our own interest in those saving benefits.
If we do not assuredly believe, that we are dead ic s;n,
and alive to God through Christ, and risen with Christ,
and not under the law, but under grace, and members
of Christ's body, the temple of hi3 Spirit, the dear chil¬
dren of God, it would be hypocrisy to serve God upon.
the account of such privileges as if we reckoned our¬
selves to be partakers of them. He that thinks he
should doubt of his salvation, is not a fit disciple
for this manner of doctrine ; and he may reply to the
preachers of the gospel, if you would bring me to holi¬
ness, you must make use of other more effectual argu¬
ments ; for Icannot practise upon these principles, be¬
cause I
have not faith enough to believe, that Ihave any
interest in them. Some arguments taken from the jus- *
tice and wrath of God against sinners, and his mercy
towards those that perform the condition of sincere
obedience, would work more powerfully upon me. O
what a miserable worthless kind of saving faith is this,
that cannot fit a believer to practise in a gospel man¬
ner, upoh the most pure and powerful principles ol
grace, but rather leaveth himto work upon legal princi¬
ples, which can never bring him tO'serve God accept¬
ably out of love ! And as such a faith faileth wholly in
the right manner of obeying, upon gospel principles, so
it faileth also in the very matter of some great duties,
which are of 6uch a nature, that they incluue assurance
of God's love in the. right performance of them ; such
are those great duties of peace with God ; rejoicing in
the Lord always ;hope that maketh not ashamed ;own¬
ing the Lord as our God and our Saviour ; praying to
him as our Father in heaven ; offering up body and soul
as an acceptable sacrifice to him ; casting all our cares
of body and soul upon him : contentment and hearty
O2
v

Google

THE GbSTEL MlfetTlRY
1/4
thanksgiving in every condition ; making our boast in
the Lprd ;triumphing in his praise.; rejoicing in tribu¬
lation ; putting on Christ in our baptism ;.receiving
Christ's body as broken for us, and his bloody shed lor
lisin the Lord's Supper ;committing our souls willingly
to God as our Redeemer, when he shall be pleased to
call for us; loving Christ's second appearance, and look¬
ing for it as that blessed hope. "When we fall into any
sudden doubting whether we are in a state of grace al¬
ready ; when we are called to any present undertaking,
to partake of the Lord's Supper, or any duty that re¬
quires assurance to the right performance of it, we must
relieve ourselves, by trusting confidently in Christ for
the present gift of his salvation, or else we shall be
driven to omit the duty, or not to perform it rightly o,r
sincerely. Can we judge ourselves already in a state
of grace, by the rejlex act of faith, if we do not find, '
that we perform these duties, at least several pf them,sincerely ;or, if we do not find, that we have such a holy
faith as doth fully enable, or incline us to thp perform¬
ance of them ? And can we be thus enabled and inclin¬
ed- by' any faith that is without some trite assurance of
our salvation J Therefore, 1conclude, that we must
necessarily have some assurance of our salvation in the
direct act of faith, whereby we are justified, sanctified
and saved, before we can, upon any good ground, as¬
sure ourselves, that we are already in a state of grace,
by that which we call the rejlex act.
Give me sucfi a saving faith as will produce such
fruits as these. No other faith will work by love ; and
therefore will not avail to salvation in Christ, Gal. v. 6.
The apostle James putteth thee upon shewing thy u faith
by thy works," James ii. 18. And in this trial, this faith
of assurance cometh off with high praise and honour.
When God called his people to work outward miracles
by it, all things have been possihUe to them ; and it hath
frequently brought forth such works of righteousness,
as may be deservedly esteemed great spiritual miracles.
From hence hath proceeded that heroic fortitude of the
ÿ
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people of God, whereby their absolute obedience to
God hath shined forth in doing and suffering those
great things which are recorded in the holy scriptures,
and in the histories of the church. And, if we be ever
called to the fiery trial, as protestants formerly were,
we shall find their doctrine of assurance will encourage
us in suffering for the sake,of Christ.
7. The contrary doctrine, which excludeth assurance
of the nature of saving faith, bringeth forth many evil
fruits. It tendeth to bereave our souls of all assurance
of our salvation, and solid comfort, which is the life of
religion, by placing them after sincere universal obedi¬
ence ; whereas, if we have them not first, we can never
attain to this obedience, nor to any assurance that de¬
pended* on it, as hath heen pfoved. And this, as far
, as it prevails, makes us subject to continual doublings
concerning our salvation, and to tormenting fears of
wrath, which casteth out true love to God, and can pro¬
duce no better than slavish hypocritical service. It is
one of the principal pillars whereby manifold supersti¬
tions in popery are supported, as their monkish orders,
their satisfactions for sin, by works of penance, bodily
.macerations, whippings, pilgrimages,indulgences, trust¬
ing on the merit of saints, &c. "When once men have
lost the knowledge of the right way to assure them¬
selves of salvation, they Will catch at any straw, to avoid
.drowning in the gulph of despair.
•

ÿ

There is no way

to administer, any

solid comfort to

the wounded spirits of those that see themselves void
<©f all holiness, under the wrath and curse of God, dead
in sin, not able so much as to think a good thought.
do but increase their terror and anguish, if you
You
*
dell them, they must first get faith and obedience ; and,
when they find they have done that, they may- persuade
themselves, that God will receive them intb his grace
jakcf favour. Alas ! they know that they cannot believe
obey, except God assist them with his grace and
ÿyafrour. And what if they be even at the point of death,
o£»d struggling with death's pangs, so that they have no
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time or leisure to get good qualifications, and examine
the goodness of them. You must have a more speedy
way to comfort such, by -discovering to them the free
promise of salvation to the worst of sinners by faith in
Christ, and by exhorting them to apply those promises,
and trust on Christ confidently for remission of sins, ho¬
liness, and glory : assuring them also, that God .will
help them to believe sincerely on Christ, if they desire
it with all their hearts ; and that it is their duty to be-i
because God commands it.
lieve,
* Several
other evils are occasioned by the same doc¬
trine. Men are unwilling to know the worst of them» selves, and prone to think their qualifications better than
they are, that they may avoid despair. • Others please
and content themselves without any assurance of their
interest in Christ, because they think that- it is not ne¬
cessary to salvation, and that but few attain to it : and
in this they shew little love to Christ, or to their own
souls. Some foster doubtings of salvation as signs of
humility, though they will hypocritically complain of
them. Many spend their time in poring upon their own
hearts, to find out some evidence of their interest in
Christ, when they should rather be employed ih receiv- .•
ing Christ and walking in him, by a confident faith.
Some are troubled with doubts whether they should"
call God, Father, and what apprehensions they should
have of him in prayer; and are offended at ministers,
that, in their public prayers, us.e any expressions that
the people cannpt join in ; as when they do own God
as their God and Father, and Christ as their Saviour t
and upon the same account they are offended at the
public singing of many of David's Psalms ; and avoid
partaking of the Lord's Supper, because they are not
satisfied about their interest in Christ.
Though true believers have some assurance of salva-t
tion on saving faith itself, yet it is much weakened in
many by this contrary doctrine, assaulted with many.
doubtings ; and then other good qualifications must
needs be low and weak together with it,and so obscure, „
176
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that it is very hard to discerothem. How hard a thing
then will it be for true believers to assure themselves,
by the certain knowledge of their own sincerity, that
they are in a state of grace already, which some say is
the only assurance of faith ? Some prescribe such marks
and signs to distinguish sincerity from hypocrisy, that
believers cannot sufficiently try themselves by them,
except they have more knowledge and experience than
ordinary.
ThuS many believers walk heavily in the bitterness
of their souls," conflicting with fears and doubtings all
their days. And this is the cause that they have so lit¬
tle pourUge and fervency of spirit in the ways of God,
and that they so much mind earthly things, and are so
afraid of sufferings and death ;and if they get assurance
'.by the ref.ex act of faith, they often soon lose it again
by sins and temptations. The way to avoid these evils,
is to get your assurance, and to maintain it, and renew
it upon all occasions by the direct act of faith, by trust¬
ing assuredly " on the name of the Lord, and staying
yourself upon your God, when you walk in darkness,
and see no' light," in any of your own qualifications,
Isa. 1. 10. Idoubt not but the experience of choice
christians will bear witness to this truth.
*

.

DIRECTION.XI.

Endeavour diligently to perform the great work of believing on
Christ, in a right manner, without,any delay; and then also continue and increase in your most holy faith ; that so your enjoyment
of Christ, union and fellowship with him, and all holiness by him,
may be begun, continued and increased in you.

EXPLICATION.
Having already discovered to you the powerful and
effectual means of a holy practice, my remaining work
is, to lead you to the actual exercise and improvement
ef them, for the immediate attainment of the end;
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And, Ithink, it may be clearly perceived by the fore¬
going Directions, that faith in Christ is the duty with
9 which a holy life is to begin,- and by which the ioundation- of all other holy duties is laid in the soul.
It is before sufficiently proved, that Christ himself,
with all endowments necessary to enable us to a holy
practice, is received actually into our hearts by faith*
This is the uniting grace, whereby the Spirit of God
kiiitteth the knot of mystical marriage between Christ
and us, and maketh us branches of that noble vine ;
members of that body, joined to that excellent head j
living stones of that spiritual temple, built upon the pre¬
cious living corner stone and sure foundation ;partakers
of the bread and drink that came down from heaven,
and giveth life to the world. This is the grace where¬
by we pass from our corrupt naturalstate, to a new holy
state in Christ; also from death in sin, to the life of
righteousness ;and whereby we are comforted, that so
we may be established in every goodword and work.
If we put the question, " what must we do that we
may work the works of God ?" Christ resolveth it,that
we believe on him whom he hath sent," John vi. 28,
"
29. He putteth us first upon the work of believing
which is the xvork of God, by way of eminency, the work
of works, because all othcr'good works proceed from it.
The FiRst thing in the present Direction, is, to put
you upon the performance of this great work of believ¬
ing on Christ, and to guide you therein ; for, you are to
consider distinctly four things contained in it.
1. The frst'is, you are to make it your diligent erideavour to perform the great work of believing on Christ.
Many make little conscience of this duty. It is not
known by natural.light, as many moral duties are, but
only by supernatural revelation in the gospel ; and it is
foolishness to the natural roan. These are sometimes
terrified with apprehensions of other sihs, and will exa¬
mine themselves concerning .them : and, it may be, will
write them down, to help their memories and devotion!
But the great sin of not. believing on Christ, is seldom
178
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thought of in their self-examinations,

or registered in
the large catalogues of their sins. And even those who
are convinced, that believing on Christ is a duty neces¬
sary to salvation, do neglect all diligent endeavours to
perform it : either because they account that it is a mo¬
tion on the heart which may be easily performed at any
time, without any labour or diligent endeavours ; or,
on the contrary, because they account it as difficult as
all the works of the law, and utterly impossible for them
to perform by tlreir most diligent endeavours, except
the Spirit of God work it in them by his mighty power ;
and that- therefore it is in vain for them to work, until
they feel this working of the Spirit in their hearts ;or,because they account it a duty so peculiar to the elect,
that it would be presumption for them to endeavour
the performance of it, until they know themselves to be
shall urge you
elected to eternal life through Christ. I
to a diligent performance of this duty, notwithstanding
these impediments, by the following consideration. It is
worthy our best endeavours, as appeareth by the preciousness,excellency and necessity of it already discovered.
If the light of nature were not darkened in the mat¬
ters of salvation, it would shew, us, that we cannot of
ourselves find out the way of salvation, and "would con¬
demn these that despise that revelation of the way of
salvation that God hath given us in the gospel, declared
jn the holy scriptures. The great end of preaching the
gospel, is for " the obedience of faith," Rom. i. 5 ;that
so we may be brought to Christ, and all other obedi¬
ence. Yea, the great end of all revealed doctrines. in
the whole scripture, is,to " make us wise unto salvation
by faith that is in.Christ Jesus," 2 Tim. iii.. 15. The
end of the law given by Moses, was for " righteousness
to every one that believeth," Rom. x. 4 ; and Christ
was that end for righteousness. The moral law itself
was revealed, in order to our salvation by believing on
Christ; or else the knowledge of it had' nothing availed
fallen man, that was unable to perform it. Therefore,
they that slight the duty of believing, and account ;
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foolishness, do thereby slight, despise and vilify the
whole counsel of God revealed in the scripture. The
law and the gospel, and Christ himself,-are become of
none effect to the salvation of such. The only fruit that
such a one can attain to, by all the saving doctrines of
the scriptures, is only some hypocritical moral duties,
and slavish performances, which will be as filthy rags,
in the sight of God," in the great day. However, many
mind not the sin of unbelief in their self-examinations,
and write it hot in their scrolls ; yet, let them know,
that this is the most pernicious sin of all. All the sins
in their scrolls would not prevail in their condemnation ;
yea, they would not prevail in their conversation, were
it not for their unbelief. This one sin 'prevailing, maketh it impossible for them to please God in any duty
whatsoever, Heb. xi. 6. If you will not mind'this one
a main sin now, God will at last mind you of it with a
vengeance : for, " he that believeth not on the Son, shall
not see life ; but the wrath, of God abideth on him,"
John iii. 37. " The LordJesus shall be revealed from
heaven in flaming fire, taking vengeance on those that
obey not tÿje gospel of our LordJesus Christ," 2 Thess.
i. 7, p.
2. Believing on Christ, is a work that will require di® ligent endeavour and labour for the performance of it.
We must " labour to enter, into that rest; lest any maH
6
fall by unbelief," Heb. iv. 11. " WeTnust shew dili¬
gence to .the full assurance of hope to the end, that we
may be followers of them who through faith and pa¬
tience inherit the promises," Heb. vi. 11ÿ 12. It is a
work that requireth the exercise of might and power;
' and therefore we have need to be strengthened with
"
might by the Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may '
con¬
dwell in our hearts by faith,"- Eph*
16, 17. I
fess, it is easy, pleasant and delicious in its own nature, .
because it is a motion of the heart, without any cum¬
bersome bodily labour -; and it is a taking Christ and his
180
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salvation as our own, which is very comfortable and de¬
lightful ; and the soul is carried forth in this, by love to

"
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Christ and its own happiness, which is an affection that
maketh even hard works easy and pleasant : yet it is
made difficult to us, by reason of the opposition that it
meets with from our own inward corruptions, and from
Satan's temptations.
It is no easy matter to receive Christ, as our happi¬
ness and free salvation, with true confidence and lively
affection, when the guilt of sin lieth heavily upon the
conscience, and the wrath of God is manifested by the
word and terrible judgments ;especially when we have
been long accustomed to seek salvation by the procure¬
ment of our own works, and to account the way of sal¬
vation by free grace, foolish and pernicious 5 when our
lusts incline us strongly to the things of the flesh and
the world ; when Satan doth his utmost, by his own
suggestions, and by false teachers, and by wordly allure¬
ments and terrors, to hinder the sincere performance of
this duty.
Many works that are easy in their own nature, prove
difficult for us to perform in out circumstances. To
forgive our enemies, and to love them as ourselves, is
but a motion of the mind, easy to be performed in its
own nature ; and yet many that are convinced of their
duty, find it a hard matter to bring their hearts to the
performance of it. It is but a motion of the mind, to
cast our care upon him for wordly things, and rich men
may think they can do it easily ; but poor men tbat have
great families, find it a hard matter. That easy com¬
fortable duty, which Moses exhorted the Israelites to,
when Pharaoh, with his chariots and horsemen over¬
took them at the Red Sea, " fear ye not ; stand still,
and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew
to you to-day," Exod.xiv. 13. was not easily performed.
The very easiness of some duties makes their perform¬
ance difficult ; as Naaman the Syrian was hardly brought
to rvash and be clean, because he thought it to be too
slight and easy a remedy for the cure of his leprosy,
2 Kings v. 12, 13. Even in this very case, people are
offended at the dutv of believing on Christ , as too slight
P
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Mid easy a remedy to cure the leprosy of, the soul ;
they would have some harder thing enjoined them, to
the attainment of so great an end as this everlasting
salvation. The performance of all the moral law is
not accounted work enough for this end, Matth. xix.
1»2

17, 20.

However easy the work of believing seemeth to many,

yet common experience hath shewed, that men are
more easily brought to the most burdensome, unreason¬
able, and inhuman observations ;as the Jews and Chrisr
tian Galatians were more easily brought to take upon
their necks the yoke of Moses' law, which none were
able to bear Acts xv. 10. The heathens were more
easily brought to burn their sons and daughters in the
fire to their gods, Deut. xii. 31. The papists are brought
more easily to their vows of chastity and poverty, and

,

obedience to the most rigorous rules of monastic disci¬
pline ; to macerate and torture their bodies with fast¬
ings, scourgings and pilgrimage ;' and to bear all the
excessive tyranny of the papal hierarchy, in a multitude
of burdensome, superstitious and ridicik>us devotions.
They that slight the work of faith for its easiness,
6hew, that they were never yet made sensible of innu¬
merable sins, and the terrible curse of the law and wrath
of God that they lie under ; and of the darkness and
vanity of their minds, the corruption and hardness of
their hearts, and their bondage under the power of sin
and Satan; and have not been truly humbled ;without
which they cannot believe in a right manner. Many
sound believers have found by experience, that it hath
been a very hard matter to bring their hearts to the
duty of believing ;it hath cost them vigorous struggles
and sharp conflicts with their own corruptions, and Sa¬
a work, that we can¬
tan's temptations. It is so
not perform it without die mighty working of the Spi¬
rit of God in our hearts, who only can make it to be
absolutely easy to us, and doth make it easy, or suffer
it to be difficult, according as he pleased to communi¬
cate his grace in various degrees unto our souls.

difficult
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possibly perform this great

work in a right manner, until the Spirit oÿ God work
faith in our hearts by his mighty power ; yet it is ne- a
cessary that we should endeavour it : and that before
we can find the Spirit of God working faith effectually
in us, or giving us strength to believe. We can per¬
form 110 holy duty acceptably ,except the Spirit of God
rvork it in us ; and yet we are not hereby excused from
•working ourselves, but we are the rather stirred up to
the greater diligence ; " work out your salvation with
fear and trembling; for it is God that worketh in you
both to will and to do of his good pleasure," Phil. ii.
12. The way whereby the Spirit works truth in the
elect, is by stirring them up to endeavour to believe.
And this is the way suitable to the means that the Spi¬
rit useth ; i. e. the exhortations, commands, and invita¬
tions of the gospel; which would be of noforce, if we
were not to obey them, until we find faith already
wrought in us. Neither can we possibly find, that the
Spirit of God doth effectually rvork faith, or give
strength to believe, until we act it; for all inward graces,
as well as all other inward habits, are discerned by their
acts, as seed in the ground by its springing. We can¬
not see any such thing as love to God or man in our
hearts before we act it. Children know not their ability
to stand upon their feet, until they have made trial, by
endeavouring so to do ; so we know not our spiritual
strength, until we have learned by experience from the
use and exercise of it. Neither can we know, or as¬
sure ourselves absolutely, that the Spirit of God will
give us strength to believe, before we act faith ;for such
a knowledge and assurance, if it be right, is saving faith
itself in part ; and whosoever trusteth on Christ assur¬
edly for strength to believe by his Spirit, doth, in effect,
trust on Christ for his own salvation, which is insepa¬
rably joined with the grace of saving faith. Though
the Spirit worketh other duties in us by faith ; yet he
worketh faith in us immediately by hearing, knowing,
and understanding the word : " faith cometh by hear-
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ing, and hearing by the word of God," Rom. x. 17.
And, in the word, he maketh no absolute promise or
184

declaration, that he will work faith in this or that un¬
believing heart, or that he will give strength to believe
to any one in particular ;or begin the work of believing
in. Christ ; for, faith itself is the first grace whereby we
have a particular interest in any saving promise. It is
a thing hidden in the secret counsel and purpose of
God concerning us, whether he will give us his Spirit
and saving faith, until our election be discovered by
our believing actually. Therefore, as soon as we know
the duty of believing, w« are to apply ourselves directly
to the vigorous performance of the duty ; and, in solo¬
ing, we shall find, that the Spirit of Christ hath strength¬
ened us to believe, though we know not certainly, that
he will do it beforehand. The Spirit cometh indiscetnably upon the elect tÿwork faith in them ; like the wind
that bloweth where it lists, and nohe knoweth whence
it cometh, and whither it goeth, but only we hear the
sound of it; and thereby know it, when it is past and
gone, John iii. 8*
.
.
We must therefore first begin the work, before We
know, that the Spirit doth, or will work in us savingly;
and we shall be willing to set upon the work, if we be
-Christ's people ; for, " thy people shall be willing in
the day of thy power," Psal. ex. 3. It is enough that
God discovereth beforehand, in the gospel, what faith
is, and the ground we have to believe on Christ for
our own salvation ; and that.God requireth this duty of
us, and will help us in the performance of it, if we ap¬
ply ourselves heartily thereunto : " fear not, Icommand
thee ; be strong, and of good courage," Josh. i. 6.
" Arise, and be doing ; and the Lord will be with thee,"
1Chron. xxii. 16. Therefore, whoso receiveth this
gospel discovery, as the word of God, in hearty love,
is taught by the Spirit, and will certainly " come to
Christ by believing," John vi. 45. Every one that re¬
ceiveth it not, despiseth God, maketh him a liar, and
deserveth justly to perish for his unbelief.

_
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4. Though the Spirit worketh saving faith only in
the elect, and others believe not, because they are not
of Christ's sheep, John x» 26 ; and, on that account, it
is called the " faith of God's elect," 1 Tit. i. 1 ; yet all

that hear the gospel, are obliged to the duty of believing, as well as to all the duties of the moral law, and
that before they know their election : and they are liable
to condemnation for unbelief as well as for any other sin:
he that believeth not, is condemned already, because
"
he hath not believed on the name of the only begotten
Son of God," John iii. 18. The apostle Paul sheweth,
that the elect Israelites obtained salvation, and the rest
that were not elected, were blinded ;and yet even these
were broken off from the good olive-tree," because
of their unbelief Rom. xi. 7, 23. We cannot have a
certain knowledge of our election to eternal life before
we do believe ; it is a thing hidden in the unsearchable
counsel of God, until it be manifest by our effectual
calling, and believing on Christ. The apostle knew the
election of the Thessalonians, by finding the evidence
of their faith, that the gospel came to them, not in -word
only, but also " in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and
in much assurance ; and that -they had received the
word in much affliction, with joy in the Holy Ghost,'*
1Thess. i. 4, 5, 6. We are to see our calling if we
would find out, that God hath chosen us, 1 Cor. i. 26,
27. Therefore, we must believe on Christ before we
know our election, or else we shall never know it, and
shall never believe. And it is no presumption for u»

'7
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confidently on Christ, for everlasting life, before
good evidence of our election ; because
God, that cannot lie, hath made a general promise,
" that whosoever believeth on him shall not be asham¬
ed," without making the least difference amongst them
that perform this duty, Rom. x. 11, 12. The promise
is as firm, and sure to be fulfilled, as any of God's de¬
crees and purposes ;and therefore it is a good and suf¬
ficient ground for our confidence. It is certain, that all
that the Father hath given to Christ, by the decree of
P2
to trust

we have any
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eternal election, shall come to' Christ ;and it is as really
certain, that " Christ will in no wise cast out any that
cometh to him," whosoever he be, John vi. 37. And
we need not fear, that we shall infringe God's decree
of election* by believing on Christ confidently for our
salvation, before we know what God hath decreed con*
ceming us ; for, if we believe, we shall at last be found
among the number of the elect 5 and, if we refuse to be*
lieve, we shall thereby wilfully sort ourselves amongthe
reprobates, u that stumble at the word, being disobe*
dient, whereunto also they are appointed," 1 Pet.ii. 8.
I
Bhall add further, that though we have no evidence
of our particular election before we believe ;yet we are
to trust Mi Christ assuredly, to make it evident to us,
by giving us that salvation which is the peculiar portion
of the elect only. All spiritual saving blessings, where¬
with God blesseth his people in Christ, are the peculiar
portion of them whom " God hath chosen, in Christ,
before the foundation of the world," Eph. i. 3, 4;
yet we must necessarily trust on Christ for those saving
blessings, or have none at all. We are to pray in faith,
nothing doubting, that God will " remember us tfkh
the favour that he beareth to his people ;that we may
see the good of his chosen, and glory with his inherit¬
ance," Psal. cvi. 4, 5. Therefore we art to trust assur¬
edly on God, that he will deal with us as his chosen peo¬
ple. Thus it appeareth that it is not presumption, but
your bounden duty, to apply yourselves to the great
work of believing on Christ for salvation, without ques¬
tioning at all beforehand, whether you are elected or
no : Secret things belong to God, but those things that
are revealed, belong unto us, that we may do them,"
Deut. xxix. 29.
The second thing directed to is,-that you shall en¬
deavour for a right manner of performing this duty.
This is a point of great concernment, because the want
of it will render your faith ineffectual to sanctification
and salvation. The great duty of love,which is the end
•f the law, and the principal fruit of sanctification, must

"
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flow f romfaith unfeigned, 1 Tim. i. 5. There is a feign¬
ed faith, that doth not really receive Christ into the
heart, and will not produce love, or any true obedience ;
such as Simon Magus had, Acts viii. 13, 23 ; for, not¬

withstanding his faith, he was in " the gall of-bitterness,
and in the bond of iniquity
and such as those Jews
had, to whom Christ would not commit himself who
" did not confess him, lest they should be put out of
the synagogue," John iii 23. and xii. 42 ; and such as
the apostle James speaks of, " what doth it profit, my
brethren, if a man say he hath faith, and have not work#?
Can that faith save him ? The devils also believe and
tremble," James ii. 14, 19. Take heed, therefore, lest
you deceive your own souls with a counterfeitfaith,in¬
stead of the precious faith of God's elect.
The way to distinguish the one from the other, is, byconsidering well what is the right manner of that be¬
lieving which is effectual to salvation. Hypocrites may
perform the same works for the matter,with true saints }
but they are defective in the manner of performance,
wherein the excellency of the work doth chiefly consist,
One great reason why many " seek to enter in at the.
strait gate, and are not able," Luke xiii. 24. is, because
they are ignorant and defective in the right manner of
don*
acting this faith whereby we are to enter. Now, I
fess, that God is only able to guide us effectually in the
right way of believing. And we have this great con¬
solation, when we see our own folly and proneness to
mistake our way, and if we heartily desire and endea¬
vour to believe on Christ aright, we may confidently
trust on Christ to guide us. God hath promised, that
" the way-faring men, though fools, shall not err" in
the way of holiness ; and that " he will teach sinners"
in the way ;the meek will he guide in judgment, and
the meek will he teach his way," Psal. xxv. 8, 9 ; and
he commandeth them that seek wisdom , to ask it of
faith, nothing doubting," Jam. i. 5, 6. But,
" God in we
are to know, that God guideth us only to
however,
""the rule of his word ; and we must endeavour to learn
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the tight wnv of believing out of the word, or else we
are riot able so much as to trust rightly on God for
.guidance and direction in this great work.
To help you herein, Ihat e given you before, in this
treatise, a description of savingfaith ;and have shewed
that it contains trvo acts in it : the one is, believing the
truth of the gospel ;the other is, believing on Christ as
revealed to us, andfreely promised to us in the gospel,for
all his salvation. Now, your great endeavour must be,
shall
to perform both these acts in a right manner ;as I
shew concerning each of them in particular.
In the first place, you are highly concerned to endea¬
vour for a right belief of the truth of thegospel of Christ;
that so you may be well furnished, disposed and encou¬
raged to believe on Christ, as revealed and promised in
the gospel. . Hereby you are to remove all discomfortable thoughts and objections of Satan, and your own con¬
science, and to overcome all corrupt inclinations, that
hinder a cheerful embracing of Christ and his salvation.
-It is found, by experience, that. when any fail in the
second act of faith, the reason of the failing is com¬
monly some defect in this first act. There is some
false imagination or other in them, contrary to the be¬
lief of the truth of the gospel ; which is a strong hold
of'sin and Satan, that must be pulled down, before they
can receive Christ into their hearts by believing on him.
If they knqw the name of Christ, as he is discovered
in the gospel, and judged aright of the truth and ex¬
cellency of it, they certainly would not fail to put their
trust in him. And we are in great danger of enter¬
taining such false imaginations, and to account many
truths of the gospel strange paradoxes, yea, foolish and
pernicious, because of our ignorance or self-cohceitedness guilty consciences, corrupt affections, and mani¬
fold errors, wherewith our judgments are prepossessed
in matters of salvation; and because Satan laboureth
to beguile us, as he did Eve, " through his subtilty, to
corrupt our minds from the simplicity" of the gospel
that is in Christ," 2 Cor. xi. 3. I
shall therefore giw
188
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you some particular instructions, that are of the great¬
est moment, to prevent ifuch defects as we are most
liable to in the first act of our faith.
1. You must believe, with a full persuasion, that you
are a child of -wrath by nature, as well as others ; fallen
from God by the sin of the first Adam ;'dead in tres¬
passes and sins ;subject to the rurse of the law of God,
and to the power of Satan, and to insupportable misery
to all eternity ; and- that you cannot possibly procure
your reconciliation with God, or any spiritual life and
strength to do any good work, by any endeavouring to
get salvation according to terms of the legal covenant ;
and that you cannot find any way to escape out of this
sinful and miserable condition, by your own reason and
understanding, without supernatural revelation, nor be
freed from it, but by him that raiseth the dead. We
must not be afraid, as some are, to know our own vileness and sinfulness, neither must we be willing to think
ourselves better than we are ; but must be heartily de¬
sirous and glad to know the worst of our own condition;
yea, when we have found out the worst that we can of
ourselves, we must be willing to believe, that " our
hearts are deceitful, and desperately wicked," beyond
all that we can know and find out, Jer. xvii. 9. This
is all necessary, to work in us true humiliation, self-des¬
pair and self-loathing, that we may highly esteem, and
earnestly seek the salvation of Christ, as the one thing
necessary. It maketh us sick of sin, and sensible of our
need of the great physician, and willing to be ordered
according to any of his prescriptions, whatsoever we
suffer, rather than to follow our own wisdom, Mat. ix.
12. It was for want of this humiliation that the Scribes
and Pharisees were not so forward t® enter into the
kingdom of heaven, as the publicans and harlots, Mat.
xxi. 31.
2. You are to believe assuredly ,that there is no way
to be saved, without receiving ail the saving benefits of
Christ ;his Spirit as well as his merits,sanctification as
well as remission of sins, by faith. It is the ruin of
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many souls, that they trust on Christ for remission of
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sins, without any regard to holiness ;whereas these two
benefits are inseparably joined in Christ, so that none
are freed from condemnation by Christ, but those that
are enabled to walk holily, that is, " not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit," Rom. viii. I. It is also the ruin
of souls, to seek only repiission of sins by faith in Christ,
and holiness- by our endeavours, according to the terms
of the law ;whereas we can never live to God in holi¬
ness, except we be dead to the law, and live only by
Christ living in us by faith. That faith which receiveth not holiness, as well as remission of sins from Christ,
will never sanctify us ; and therefore it will never bring
.
us to heavenly glory, Heb. xii. 14.
3. You are t» be fully persuaded of the all-stifufettcy
of Christfor the salvation of yourself and of all that be•
Jieve on him ; and that " his blood cleanseth from all
sin," 1 John i. 7. Though our sins be never so great
and horrible, and continued in ever so long, yet he it
able to deliver from the body of death, and mortify our
corruptions, be they never so strong. We find in scrip¬
ture, that abominable wicked persons have been saved
by him ; " idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, covetous,
drunkards, extortioners," &c. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10; such as
have sinned against' the light of nature, as the heathens,'
and the light of scripture, as the Jews ; such as have
denied Christ, as Peter, and persecuted and blasphemed
him, as Paul. Many, that have fallen into great sins,
-are ruined for ever, because they do not account the
grace of Christ sufficient for their pardon and saiictification ;when they think they are gone, and past all hope
of recovery ; that " their sins are upon them, and they
pine away in them, how shall the}' live ?" Ezek. xxxiin
10. This despair works secretly in many souls* with¬
out much trouble and horror, and maketh them care¬
less of their souls and true religion. The Devil fills
some with horrid, filthy, blasphemous thoughts, on pur¬
pose, that they may think their sins too great to' be foiÿ
given t though commonly such thoughts, are the least
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of the sins of those that are pestered with them, and
rather the Devil's sin than theirs, because they are hur¬
ried into them sore against their wills ; but, if their
hearts be somewhat polluted within them, Christ testifieth,"that " all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be for¬
given, except the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost,"
Mat. xii. 31. And, as for those that are guiity of blas¬
phemy against the Holy Ghost, the reason they are
never forgiven, is not because of any want of sufficiency
in the blood of Christ, or in the pardoning ihl-rcy of God;
but because they never repent of that sin, and never seek
to God for mercy through Christ, but continue obsti¬
nate until death ; for the scripture testifieth, that " it is
impossible to renew them again unto repentance," Ileb.
vi. 5, 6. So that the merits of Christ are sufficient for
all that seek to him for mercy by believing.
There are others that despair of ever getting any vic¬
tory over their lusts, because they- have formerly made
many vows and resolutions, and have used many vigor¬
ous endeavours against them in vain. Such are to per¬
suade themselves, that the grace of Christ is sufficient
for them, when all other means have failed ; as the wo¬
man that had the issue of blood, and was nothing bet¬
tered, but rather grew worse by any remedies that phy¬
sicians c-ould prescribe, yet persuaded herself, that, if
she might but " touch the clothes of Christ, she should
be whole," Mark v. 25 28. Those that despair, by
reason of the greatness of their guilt and corruption, do
greatly dishonour and undervalue the grace of God, his
infinite mercy, and the infinite merits of Christ's blood,
and power of his Spirit, and deserve to perish with Cain
and Judas. Abundance of people, that give up them¬
selves to all licentiousness, in this wicked generation,
lie under secret despair ; which makcth them so despe¬
rate in swearing, blaspheming, whoring, drunkenness,
and all manner of wickedness. How horrid and hein¬
ous soever our sins and corruptions have been, we
should learn to aecount them a small matter in compa¬
rison to the grace of Christ, who is God as well as man,
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and offered up himself, by the eternal Spirit,.as a sacri¬
fice of infinite value, for our salvation ; and can creati?
us anew as easily as he created the world by a word
speaking.
. 4. You are to be fully persuaded of the truth of the
generalfree promise, in your ownparticular case,that if
you believe iJu Christ sincerely,you shall have everlasting
life,as well as any other in the world, without perform¬
ing any condition of works to procure an interest in
Christ, for che promise is universal 5 " whosoever belisveth on him, shall not be ashamed," Rom. ix. 83.
without any exception. And, if God exclude you not,
you must not exclude yourselves; but rather conclude
peremptorily, that how vile, wicked and unworthy so¬
ever you be, yet, if you come, you shall be accepted as
192

well as any others in the world. You are to believe

that great article in the creed, the remission of sins, in
your own case, when you are principally concerned, of
else it will little profit you, to believe it in the case of
others. This is that which hinders many broken wound¬
ed spirits from coming to the great physician,' whea
they are convinced of the abominable filthiriess of ,their
own hearts, and that they are dead in sin, without the
least spark of true grace and holiness in them. They
think that it is in vain, for such as they are, to trust on
Christ for salvation; and that Christ will never save
6uch as they afe. "Why so? they can be but lost crea¬

tures at worst ; and Christ came to seek and save those
that are lost. If they that are dead in sin, cannot be
saved, then all must despair and perish ; for nonehave
any spiritual life, until they receive it by . believingon
r
.
Christ.
Some think themselves to be worse than others, and
that none have such wicked hearts as they ; and though
pthers be accepted, yet they shall be rejected? But
they should know, that " Christ Came to save thtf'thief
of sinners," 1 Tim. i. 15< And that the design 6fGod
is to " shew the exceeding riches of grace" in 'ohJ' sal¬
vation, Eph. ii. 7. which is most glorified by pardon-
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ing the

greatest sinners. And it is but our ignorance,
think ourselves like nobody •; for all others, as well
as we, are naturally " dead in trespasses and sins ; their
mind is enmity to God, and is not subject to his law,
nor indeed can be," Rom. viii. 7 ; and every imagina¬
"
tion of the thoughts of their hearts are only evil and '
continually so," Gen. vi. 5 ; they have all the same cor¬
rupt fountain of all abominations intheir hearts, though
we may have exceeded many others in several actual
sins. Others think that they have out-stayed their time,
and therefore now they should " find no place for re¬
pentance, though they should seek it carefully with
tears," Heb. xii. 17. But, " behold, how is the ac¬
cepted time ; behold, now is the day of salvation," 2
Cor. vi. 2. even as long as God calleth upon you by the
gospel. And, although Esau was rejected, who sought
rather the earthly than the spiritual blessings of the
birthright, yet they shall not be rejected, that seek the
enjoyment of Christ, and his salvation, as their only
happiness. If you come into Christ's vineyard at J the
eleventh hour of the day, you shall hare your penny, •*
well as those that came early in the morning ; be¬
cause " the reWard is of grace, not of merit," Mat. xx.
9, 10. And here you must be sure to believe stedfastly,
that Christ, -• and all his salVatidii, is bestowed as a free
gift upon those that do not work to procure any right
or title to him, or meetness or worthiness to receive
him, but only " belieVe on him that justifieth the urtgodly/' Rom. iv. St If you put any condition of works j
or gbod qualifications, between yourself and Christ, it
Will be a partition-wall which y6u can never climb over.
5. You are to believe'assuredly, that it is the'"will
of
God you should believe in Christ , and have eternal life 0
by him, as well as any other ; and that your believing
is a duty very acceptable to God ;and that he will help
you, as well ÿ any other, in this work, because he
calleth and commandeth you, by the gospel, to believe
in Christ. This maketh us to set cheerfully upon the
work of believing ;as when Jesus commanded the blind
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man to be called, they said unto him, " be of good com¬
fort, rise ; he calleth thee," Mark x. 49. A command
of Christ made Peter to walk upon the water, Mat.
xiv. 29. And here we are not to meddle with God's
secret of predestination ; or the purpose of his will, to
give the grace of faith to some rather than to others ;
but only with his revealed xvill,in his gracious invita¬
tions and commands, by which we are required to be¬
lieve On Christ. This will of God is confirmed. by his
oath ; " as Ilive, saith the Lord God, Ihave no plea¬
sure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
turn from his way, and live ;turn ye, turnye.frotn your
evil ways; for, why will ye die, O house.qf Israel?"
Kzek. xxxiii. 11. Christ testifieth, that " he would
often have gathered the children of Jerusalem, even as
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and they
would not," Mat. xxiii. 37. And the apostle Paul tes¬
tifieth, that God " will have all men to -be saved," &c.
1 Tim. ii. 4, You are to reject and abandon all thoughts
that are contrary to this persuason. What if few be
saved ? thy salvation will .not make the number too '
great ; for few will .follow thee in the duty of believing.
What if the wrath of God be revealed from heaven
against thee in many terrible judgments ;and the word,
and thine own .conscience condemn thee, and Christ
seem to reckon thee no better than a dog, as he did the
" wpman of Cnnaan," Mat. xv. 16- Thou art to make
a good interpretation of all these things, that the end of
them is, to drive thee to Christ, as this was the end of
the curses of the law, and all the terrible dispensations
of them, Bom. x. 4. If a prophet, or an angel fromheaven were sent of God, on purpose to declare, that
the sentence of everlasting damnation is declared against
thee ; it would be thy duty to believe, that God sent
him to give thee timely warning, for this very end, that ;;
thou mightest believe, and turn to God by faith and repentance. Jeremiah prophesied against the Jews, that
God would " pluck them up, pull them down, and de- «,
stroy them for their sins j" yet he himself taught thenar i,
194
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if they turned from their evil ways, God would re¬
pent him of the evil," Jer. xviii. 7, 8, 11. Jonah preach¬
ed nothing but certain destruction to Nineveh, to be
executed upon them within forty days, chap. iii. 4; yet
the intent of that terrible message was, that those hea¬
thenish people might escape destruction by repentance.
The most absolute and peremptory denunciations of
divine vengeance against us, while we are in this world,
must be always understood with a secret reserve of
salvation for us, upon our faith and repentance. And
we are to account, that the reason why God doth so
terribly denounce his judgments against us by his word,
is, that we may escape them, by flying for refuge to his
free mercy in Christ. 'J ake heed of fostering any such
thoughts, that God hath absolutely decreed to shew no
saving mercy to you, or that you have already commit¬
ted the unpardonable sin ; or, that it is in vain for you
to attempt the work of believing, because God will not
help you in it. . If such thoughts prevail in your hearts,
they will do you more hurt than the most blasphemous
thoughts that terrify you, or any the grossest abomina¬
tions that ever you were guilty of, because they obstruct
your believing on Christ for salvation. The Spirit and
the bride say, come. Christ saith, " whosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely," Rev. xxii. 17.
Therefore, we are to abandon all thoughts that hinder
; our coming to Christ, as very sinful and pernicious,
arising in us from our own corruptions, and Satan's de1
lusions, and utterly opposite to the mind of Christ, and
teachings of his Spirit.
And what ground can we have to entertaih such un¬
believing thoughts ? JIath God made us of his privycouncil, that we should be able to know that God hath
decreed us to damnation, before it be manifest by our
final unbelief and impenitence ? As for the unpardon¬
able sin, it consisteth 'v in renouncing the way of salva¬
tion by Christ with the whole heart,, after we have at¬
tained to the knowledge of it, and are convinced of the ,
*
truth ol it by the gospel." It is a sin that the christian
n
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Hebrews would Jiave been guilty of, if they hadrevolt¬
ed from Christianity to the religion of the unbelieving
JSC

J[ews, that accounted Christ to be an impostor, and
were most rancorous persecutors of him and his ways,
Heb. vi. 4, 5. They that have committed that sin, coninue implacable, malicious enemies to Christ and his
ways, to the end, without any repentance. Therefore,
if you can but find, that you desire seriously to get
an; interest in Christ, and to be better christians than
you are ; if you be troubled and grieved, that your
hearts and lives are so wicked, and that you want faith,
love and true obedience j yea, if your heahs be not
maliciously bent to persecute the gospel,- • and pUefe'r
atheism,licentiousness, or any false religion? before it;
you have no cause to suspect yourselves to be guilty of
*
this unpardonable sin. >
:
y6. Add to all these, a
j
full persuasion of theincamparuble glorious'excellency of Christ, andnf the twnj of sd-ÿvation by him. You are to esteem- -th© enjoyment of
.Christ as the only salvation and true happiness, and
sueh a happiness as hath in it unsearchable riches and
glory, and will make ourdup to run over with exceed¬
ing abundance of peace, and joy, and gh>ry,- to all eter¬
nity. "We must " account all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ'Jesus our Lord"*
&c. Phil, iii, 8, Such a perstlasionÿs this, will allure
and incline your wills and affections to choose and em¬
brace Christ as the chief good, and never to rest satis¬
fied without the enjoyment of hjtn ;and to reject every
thing that stahds in competition with him,' Of the etfjoyment of him. Christ isprecious in the festeem of all

..
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believers 1 Pet. ii. T. Hieir high esteem of his
incomparable preciousness and exoellency, inducetfi
them to sell all, that they' may " buy this jiearl of greÿt
price," Mat. xiii. 46. This makeththem to say, 44 Lord)
evermore give us this bread, that cometh dowtl from
heaven, and ghreth life to the world. Lord, to whom
shall we go ? thou hast the words of eternal life," Johfi
vi. 35, 34, 68.J 44 Because of the savour of his goon
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ointments, his name is as ointment poured forth ; there¬
fore do the virgins love him," Song i. 3. They are
sick of love to him," because he is, in their eyes,
" the
chiefest among ten thousand," Song v. 8, 10.
" As the
glory of God, that appeared in the wonderful
beauty of the temple, and in the wonder and glory of
Solomon, drew worshippers to God from the utmost
parts of the earth, so the unparalleled excellency of
Christ, which was prefigured by the glory of Solomon
and the temple, doth more powerfully .draw believers
in these gospel days. The Devil, who is the god of
this world, knows how necessary it is for our salvation,
to discern all the glory and excellency of Christ; and
therefore, where the gospel is preached, he maketh it
his great work to eclipse the glory of Christ «i the
ministry, and to blind the minds of the people, " lest
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ should shineinto them," 2 Cor. iv. 4. One that is convinced of the *
truth of the gospel, may be averse to the embracing of
it until he see also the goodness ofl it, that Christ is
altogether lovely and excellent.
Icome now to " the second principal act' of faith,
whereby Christ himself,.and his Spirit, and all his sav¬
ing benefits,, are actually received in the heart, which
is believingon Christ, .as revealed and freely promised
to us in the gospel, for all his salvation." The Spirit
of God doth habitually dispose anil incline our hearts
to a right performance of this act, by enabling us to
perform the first act, according to the former instruc¬
tions, by believing assuredly those great things of the
gospel, whereby we are delivered into a " form of doc¬
trine," Rom. vi. 17.- which we are to obey from our
hearts, and *o follow as our pattern, in the manner of
cur acting faith in Christ for salvation. Therefore, I
need only exhort you briefly, to act your faith in Christ
according to that form and pattern, in which you have e
been so largely instructed. You are to believe in Christ
as alone sufficient, and all-sujjicient for our happiness and
salvation ; despairing altogether for anv attainment of

Q2
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happiness by our own wisdom, strength and works of

righteousness, or any fleshly, worldly confidences what¬
ever. We must be as dead people to ail other confi¬
dences, and account them to be lossfog Christ,accord¬
ing to the example of the blessed apostle, l'hil. iii. 3,
7, 8. We must not be 'grieved, that we have nothing
to trust upon, besides Christ, for our salvation ; but ra- .
ther we are to rejoice, that we need nothing else, and
that we have a sure foundation to rely upon, incompa¬
rably better than any other that can be imagined. And
we must resolve to cast the burden of O' souls wholly
on Christ, and to seek s.alvation no other way, whatso- •
ever becomes of us.
If the cripple lay not the whole weight of his body
upon a strong staff, but part of it -upon a rotten one, he
is like to receive a fall. If the swimmer will not com¬
mit his body wholly to the water to bear him up, but
catch at weeds, or struggle to feel out ground, he may
sink to the bottom. Christ will be all our salvation, or
nothing. If we seek to be saved any other way, as the
Galatians did, by " circumcision, Christ will profit us
nothing," Gal. v. 2.
You are also to receive Christ, merely as a free gift,
given to the chief of sinners, resolving that you will ;
not perform any conditions, to procure yourselves a
right and title to him ; but drat you will come to him
as a lost sinner, an ungodly creature, trusting on hilK\
that jastifieth the ungodly and that you will buy him
without money,and without any price whatsoever, Rom. i
iv. 5. Isa. Iv. 2. larok not on your faith or love, or
any good qualifications in yourselves, as the grounds of
your trusting in Christ, .but only to the free grace and t;
loving kindness of God in Christ : " IIow excellent is
thy loving-kindness, O God! therefore the children of;"
men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings, .
Psal. xxxvi. 7. For, if you make your faith, love, or
good qualifications, to be tour first and principal foundation, and you build Christ upon them, instead of .
building all upon Christ,' you invert the order t>f th8 .
jspel, and Christ will profit you nothing.

1
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Another
be
observed,
tiling .to
diligently, is, that you
must come- to Christ for a new Italy heart and life, and
all things necessary thereunto, as well as.. for deliver¬
ance from the .wrath of (rod, and the torments of hell.
!
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You must also come to him with an ardent love and af¬
fection to him, and esteem him better than ten thousand
worlds, and the only excellent portion, loathing and
abhorring yourself as a viley siiiful and miserable crea¬
ture, and accounting all things dung in comparison of
his excellency ; that you may be able to say, from the
bottom of your heart, ". whom have Iin heaven but
thee and there is none upon earth that Idesire besides
thee," Psal. lxxiii. 25.
Lastly, you must endeavour to draw near with "full
assurance of faith," Heb. x. 22 ; trusting on Christ con¬
fidently for your ozvn particular salvation-, upon the ac¬
count of that general promise, that
" whosoever believeth on Christ shall not be ashamed," Rom. ix. 33. You
must then cheek yourselves for all doubtings, fears,
staggerings, concerning your own salvation by Christ,
saying with the Psalmist, " why art thou cast down, O
my soul ? and why art thou disquieted within me &c.
Psa. xlii. 11.
The third thing contained in this Direction, is, the
avoiding all delay, in the, performance of this great
work of believing in Christ. Until we have performed
it, we continue under the power of sin and Satan, and
under the wrath. of God ; and there is,nothing between
hell and us, besides the breath of our nostrils. It is
dangerous for Lot to linger in Sodom, lest fire and
brimstone come down from heaven upon him. The
mansiayer must fly with all haste to the city of refuge,
" lest the avenger of blood pursue him, while, his heart
is hot, and slay him," Deut. xix. 5, 6. We should
make haste, and not delay, to keep Gbcl's command¬
"ments,"
Psal. cpsix. 60 ; and " flee for, refuge to the
hope set before us," Hebi vi. 18. And God comiiiandeth us to flee thus by faith, withoat.which it is impossi¬
ble to please Cod in other duties. The work is of such
ÿ
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a nature, that it may be performed as soon as you bear

SfOO

the gospeL As soon as they hear of me,they shall obey
me, l'sal. xviii. 44. u As soon as Zion,travailed, she
brought forth her children," isa. lxvi. 8.
W e have many examples of those that received the
Word by faith at the first hearing of it. Three thou*
sand were added to the church, on the very same day
wherein Peter first published the, gospel is Jerusalem,
Acts ii. 42. Many Jews and Gentiles wereÿ con¬
verted at the first hearing ofÿth© apostle Paid 'at And- .
och, Acts xiii. 48. The jailer ami all his household
believed, and were baptized, the same night wherein
Paul first preached to them, Acts xvi« 33, 34. .The
gospel eame at first to the Thesaaloniana, " not in word
only,, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost," X Thess. i.
5, 6. if God open the hearts of his people to attend
diligently, they maj' be instructed in the knowledge of
die gospel by one brief sermon sufficiently, tu begin the
practice of saving fakh. And, when, tbey know then;
duty, God reqtiireth immediate performance,' without
allowing us the least respite in the state of unbelief. When Satan cannot prevail with people to reject the
duty of believing wholly, his next attempt for the nil#
of their souls, is to prevail with them at least to delay
and shift off the performance of if, from time to tima,
by several false reasonings And imaginations which h#

jtuttcth into' thewminds. The most ignorant.and sept
Bual are easily prevailed with to defer this duty, until
they take .their fill of the pleasures, profits and honours
ki this world, and are summoned to prepare for another
world, by ioftnpsities, age, sickness jprayiog and hopr
ing, that a large time o£ repentance will be. griwited
unto them before theydie. But such delaysshew, that
they are really unwilling to repent and believe, uutij
theyiarrfioEced by netessity ;and that they ptefer th<
pleasures,profit and honours of. the world ahovfe God,
and Christ,.and their own souls. Thus they ufifit them¬
selves more land moceJbr this .great duty, by their cus¬
tomary. walkingintgifi, and by. misspending the pveciou*
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time of their health and strength, which is most meet
for the performance of this great work. They highly
provoke God never to give them time or grace to re¬
pent thereof.
Others imagine, that after they have heard the gos¬
pel of salvation by Christ, they may lawfully defer the
believing it, until they have sufficiently examined the
truth of some other different doctrines, or until God be
pleased to afford them some other means, to assure them
fully of the truth of the gospel. Thus they that are
called seekers misspend the day of 'grace ;" ever learn¬
ing, bet -never coming to the knowledge of the truth,"
2 Tim* iii. 7. But the truth of the gospel doth so
clearly evidence itself by its own light, that, if people
do not wilfully shut their eves, or blind themselves by
their 'own pride, and'love their lusts, they would easily
perceive, thaiit is the truth of God ;because the image
of his graced tnercy, po-wer,justice and holiness, appear
manifestly engraven upon it. It is a sign people 'are
proud, when they consent not to the words of otir Lord
Jesus Christ, and to " the doctrine which is according
to godliness," 1 Tim. vi. 3. If they were humble, and
sincerely inclined -to do the will of God, they " would
know whether the doctrine be of God Or no," John vir.
17; they would Quickly be persuaded of the truth, by
Moses and the prophets, Christ and the apostles, spoken
to them in the scriptufe. And, if they will not hear
them, neither will they be " persuaded though1 one
rose from the dead ;" or whatever other miracle be
wrought, to confirm the divine authority of the gospel,
Lnke xvi. 31.
Another sort of people there are, that delay the great
work' <sf believing, to the ruin of their souls, resting in
an attendance upon the outward means of grace and
salvation, instead of any endeavours to receive Christ
by faith, though they be convinced of the truth of the
gospel. This they call waiting upon God at the doors
of his grace and salvation, in the use of means appoint¬
ed by him, and sitting under the droppings of the sartc•
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tuary. But, Jet thena know, that this is. not the right
waiting on God required in the scripture. It is rather
disobedience to God, and to the means of his appoint-'
snent, who requires that we should be " doers of!the .
word, and not hearers only, deceiving ourselvesj%J3mJ2
i. 22 ; and that we should come in to the f spiritual
feast," lj.ukexiv. 23 ;and not only stand at the dooiÿ
or sit under the droppings of the . house of God, test
Christ repute us no better thaa eve-droppers. That
holy waiting on the Lord, commended to uiin .vt&ii*
ture, is ever accompanied with believing and h<aStiN)te>
the Lord, and invariably dependeth thereona
fainted, unless Ihad believed to see the goodheli liyflil
Lord in the land of the living. Wait on:the Lord ;be
of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart
wait, Isay, on the Lord," Psal. xxvii., 13, 14. " Itis
good that a man should both hope, and) quietly wait
for the salvation of the Lord," Lam. iih26. .
What is it that these deluded ones wait for, bef<«»r
they perform the duty of believing I Is it'for merer
knowledge of the gospel?, The way :to, sinoreaso thy.
knowledge, as well us thy other talentsÿ is, to make user
of what thou hast received already. Believe heartily
on Christ for all thy salvation, according to that littte
knowledge of the gospel which thou hast, and thou iwiHb
have an interest in the promise, of knowledge, contains
ed in the new covenant J " they shall ad know.rac, frooni
the ÿeast to the greatest of them, saith- the Lord," J«jixxxi. 34. Is k fpr the appointed time, of thy ©onvetju
sion, that thpu waitest ? /'Chen thou waitest, as thoste
impotent folk, who lay at the pool of Bethesda, waiting
for the season when the angel will come doWn ahd move";
the water. Know then, thatjf thou entered into Chrtet- now by faith, thou wilt find, in hÿm waters of lijir, >und.
the Spirit moving-'themfor the healing and the quickenÿ*
ing of thy soul, God hath appointed,,by his word, th&L
tlie present time shall he the time of thy conversioa|t=
as the Holy Ghost saith, to-day, if thou wilt hear hnfc:.
"
voice, harden not thy heart," Ileb. jii, 7, 8, And thoW
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never
God
know
what
time
at
shalt
hath purposed, in
his secret counsel, to give faith to thee, until thou dost
actually believe.
Dost thou Wait for any manifestations or flowings in
of God's saving love to thy soul ? Then the way to
obtain it, is, to believe that the " God of hope may fill
thee with all joy and peace in believing," Rom. xv. 13.
Thou hast sufficient manifestation of God's love to thy
soul, by the free promises of life and salvation by
Christ. Do but trust on the name of the Lord,and stay
upon thy God*, when thou ivalkest in darkness,and sees t
no light of sensible comforts any other way ;otherwise
thou waitest for comforts in vain, and this shalt " thou
have at the Lord's hand, thou shalt lie down in sorrow,"
'
Isa. 1. 10, 11.
Dost thou wait for any qualifications to prepare thee «'
for the work of believing ? If they be good and holy
qualifications, thou canst not have them before faith,
but they are rather included in the nature of faith, or
are fruits of it; as hath been largely proved. .If they
be bad and sinful, it is strange that arty should wait for
them, and yet 110 More strange than trqe. Some fool¬
ishly wait to be terrified with a sense of 'God's wrath,
and despairing thoughts ; and these they call the pangs
©f the new birth ;though, in their own nature, they are
rather the pangs of' spiritual death, and "bring forth
hatred to God, rather than holiness : and therefore we
should strive to prevent them, by believing God's love
in Christ, rather thah to wait for them. It is true, God
maketh these despairing thoughts,' as well as other sins, :
work for good to theih that are delivered from them by
faith in Christ ; they ate moved thereby to hate sin,
and to prize Christ the more, and the comforts of his
gospel, and to loathe and abhor themselves : vet many
are brought to Christ without them, by God's giving
them the knowledge of their own sins, and of Christ's
salvation together. Several examples of this were
above mentioned, who receive the word with joy at the
first hearing of it. And we must not desire or wait for
ÿ
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any evil of sin, such ps these; despairing thoughteare<
that good may come of it : neither should we expect
to Jje worse before we be better, when . we may and
Ought to be better presently, by believing op Christ
The fourth thing in the ÿwptkm is, tbat wife should
g. continue and increase fa- the, m$gt hotyfaith. And that
we may, we must not think that when we have once
attained to the grace.of saving faith, and thereby are
begotten anew in Christ, our names are up;in heaven,
, and therefore we may be careless t 'but, as long.as-.We
continue, in this life, ;we must endeavour to ** cctatinue
grounded and setded,not l»OVed 3way from
in the,
theÿopejflf,, thÿ.ÿspei," €ÿ..i» 28. ,and to,. bShoid. the
heginning ,oi pur?fW»hdencfi, . and .ECjoiciigÿofihopfc,
stedfast unto the end, Ileb. iii. 6,14. audi t&> ''iJuikl
Up ourselves in our mosthoiy faith," $tideK4><"nbouiild/Chough ate
ing thereip with thanksfetÿing," Cpl«
receive Christ freely ,by faith, yet we are.,but babes
ih. Christ,'' , 1 Cor. iiiul-; jÿAud' we mustt not amKafiafo:
that " hÿyÿ.alreadyÿtidnod,!' & ar«i SfireadyTpfflr,.
f(Bÿf,ÿhii,.ii% 12,, 18, butftye
ffcriuh thrrbebmbi*:
304

buiitÿjujm-hiin',!MUtd jMwu ow»!Miirtikÿ<per>
ropfod
fejet hjpny apdp $e.measure q£ tfee jstatura df ibfefufofifes

oCChri?t/)',ÿplvdiv,.13,

;g;![- ,

!rj,nnisw .!' ivt«

If the new nature;be reaby jg» us by kegefneratioh, it
WriU have ÿn appetite, to titstfityB contimianwl.jaBd.ine

crease, until it come to perfection,,;ff-. asfghe> novbhorn
Andÿwe, ÿrp;vnnÿ Oftty/tttir&ifthrfa.

'bahe,"-.l

Chrÿfoupd,a. new. holy nature, by .'faithr bbt alsoitdBjm
apd waljt by ifoapd to '.'resist the devil," and toiV- q'ueheh

altbus fiejy,dat)ÿsby;it andialspfi' grow hwwÿ'ilmd
to " perfect hphpess in the foarÿof the Iÿofdÿ 'fon Swxs
are kept by the mighty power ÿ fcted, through faith,
unto.salvation,'' 1 1'et. i. 5.

As alhOur daristisnitvaar,
good fight of fajth,?' iThn. vi.r ia. ail
spiritual life and holiness continue, ÿgrow, or decay itfr
us, according as faith contmueth, gro.Wetb, ;or decay
eth, in vigour; hpt,. when, this, faifo beginneth ta sink
by fours ahd doublings, the man himself beginneth to
fare is

"• the
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sink together with it, Matth. xiv. 29, 31. Faith is like
the hantf of Moses; " while it is held up, Israel pre¬
vails ; when it is let down, Amalek prevails," Exod.
xvii. 11. This continuance and growth in faith, wil'l
require our labour and industry as well at the beginning,
though we are to ascribe the glory of all to the grace
of God in Christ, who is the finisher , as well as the
author of it, Heb. xii. 2.
The church meeteth with great difficulties in her
marching through the wilderness of this world to the
heavenly Canaan, as well as in her first deliverance from
Egyptian bondage ; yea, we often meet with greater
difficulties in going to perfection, than we did in the
beginning of the good work : the wisdom and mercy
of God so ordering it, that we should be exercised
with the sharpest dispensations of providence, and the
fiercest assaults of our own corruptions, and Satan's
temptations, after we have grace given us to stand in
the evil day. You must therefore endeavour to continue
and 'go on in the same right manner, as Ihave taught
you to begin this great work of believing in Christ,
that your faith may be of the same nature, from the 1
beginning to the end, though it increase in degrees : for
our faith is imperfect, and joined with much unbelief
in this world ; and we have need to pray still, " Lord,
I
believe : help thou mine unbelief," Mark xi. 24. and ,
therefore we have need to strive for more faith, that
we may receive Christ in greater perfection. If you
find that your faith hath produced good works, you
should thereby increase your confidence in Christ, for
salvation by his mere grace. But take heed of chang¬
ing the nature of your faith, from trusting on your own
works, according to the popish doctrine, " that our first
justification is by grace and faith only, but our second
justification is only by works." Beware also of trusting on faith itself, as a work of righteousness, instead
of trusting on Christ by faith. If you do not find that
your believing in such a right manner as Ihave des¬
cribed, doth really produce such fruits of holiness as
R
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you desire, you ought not to diminish, but rather to
increase your confidence in Christ ; knowing that the

206

weakness of your faith hindereth its fruitfulness : and
the greater your confidence is, concerning the love 6f
God to you in Christ, the greater will be your love to
his service. If you fall into any gross sin, after the
work is begun in you, as David and Peter did, think
not that you must cast cnvaij your confidence, and expect
nothing but -wrath from God and Christ, and that you
must refuse to be comforted by the grace of Christ, at
least for some time ; for thus you Would be more weak
and prone to fall into other sins : but rather strive to
believe more confidently, that you have " an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous j" and that
"he is the propitiation for our sins," 1 John ii.* 1, 2.
And let not the guilt of sin stay at all upon your con¬
science, but wash it away with all speed, in the fountain
of Christ's blood which is opened for us, that it may¬
be ready for our use On all occasions ; that so you may
be humbled for your sins in a gospel-way, and may hate
your own sinfulness, and be sorry for it with godly sor¬
row, out of love to God. Peter might have been ruined
forever for denying Christ, as Judas was by betraying
him., if Peter's faith had not been upheld by the prayer
of Christ, Luke xi. 31, 32.
If a cloud be cast over all your qualifications, so that .
you can see no grace ;j all in yourselves, yet still trust
on him that justfieth i/ie ungodly, and came to seek and
to save them that are lost. If God seem to deal with
you as an enemy, by bringing on you some horrible
affliction, as he did upon Job, beware of condemning
your faith, and its fruits, as if the}- were not acceptable
to God; but rather say with holy Job, "though heslay me, yet will 1trust in him ; but Iwill maintain
mine own ways before him," Job xiii. 15. Strive to
keep and increase faith by faith, that is, by acting_
faith frequently, by trusting on God to keep and in-'
crease it ; being " confident, that he which hath begun'
a yoost work in you, will perform it until the day <rf
,Testis Christ," Phil. i. 6.

,
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DIRECTION XII.
Make diligent use of your most holy faith, for the immediate per¬
formance of the duties of the law, by walking no longer according
to your natural state, or any principles or means of practice that
belong to it ; but only according to that uew state which you re¬
ceive by faith, and the principles and means of practice that pro¬
perly belong thereunto ; and strive to continue and increase in
iiuch a manner of practice. This is the only'way to attain to an
acceptable performance, of those holy and righteous duties, as far
as is possible in this present life.

EXPLICATION.

Hbre Iam guiding you to the manner of practice,
wherein you are to make use of faith, and of all other
effectual means of holiness, before treated of, which
faith layeth hold on, for-the immediate performance of
the law, which is the great end aimed at in this whole
treatise. And therefore this deserveth to be diligently
considered, as the principal direction, to which all the
foregoing and following are subservient. As for the
meaning of it, Ihave already shewed, that our old
natural state, is that which we derived from the first
Adam, by natural generation : and it is called, in the
scripture, the old man : and, while we he in it, we are
said to be in the Jlssh- And our new state is that which
we receive from the second Adam, Jesus Christ, by
being new born, in union" and fellowship with him,
through faith ; and it is called, in scripture, the new
man ; and, when we are in it, we are said to be in the

spirit.

The principles and means of practice, belonging to a
natural state,are such as persons do or may attain, and
make use of, before they are in Christ by faith. Such
as belong to the nerv state, are the manifold holy en¬
dowments which we partake of in Christ by faith, such
as have already appeared to be the only effectual means
of a holy life. \Ve are said to walk according to either

of these

states, or to

the principles and meaps that
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long to either of them, when we are moved and guided
by virtue of them, to such actings as are agreeable to
them. Thus kings act, according to their state, in com¬
manding authoritatively, and in magnificent bounty j
poor men, in a way of service and obedience ; and
children indiscriminately, Esth. i. 7. Prov. xvii. 23.
1 Cor. xiii. 11. So the manner,of practice here directcd to, consists in moving and guiding ourselves, in the
performance of the works of the'law, by gospel princi¬
ples and means. This is the rare and excellent art of
godliness, in which every christian should strive to be
*08

t

Bkilful and expert.

*

The reason why many come off with shame and con¬
fusion,"after they have a long time laboured, with much
zeal and industry, for the attainment of true godlinessÿ
is, because they were never acquainted with this holy
£frt, and never endeavoured to practise it in a right gos¬
pel way. Some worldly arts are called mysteries ;but,
above all, this spiritual art of godliness is, without con¬
troversy, a great mystery, 1 Tim. iii. 16 j because the
means that are to be made use of in it are deeply mys¬
terious, as hath been shewed ; and you are not it skilful
artist, till you know them, and can reduce them to
prattice. It is a manner of practice far above the
.sphere of natural ability, such a% would never have en¬
tered into the heart of the wisest in the world, if it had
not been revealed to us in the scriptures ; and, when it
is there most plainly revealed, continueth a dark riddle
to those that are not inwardly enlightened and taught
by the Holy Spirit ;such as many godly persons, guid¬
ed by the Spirit, .do in some measure walk in, yet dd
but obscurely discern ; they can hardly perceive their
own knowledge of it, and can hardly give any account
to others of the way wherein they walk ; as the disciples
that walked in Christ, the waV to the Father, and yet
perceived not that knowledge in themselves : " Lord,
we know not whither thou goest, and how can we know
the' way ?" John xiv. 5. This is the reason why many
poor believers are so weak in Christ, and attain so sjnafl
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a degree of holiness and righteousness. Therefore,
that you may the better be acquainted with the mystery
of so high concernment, Ishall shew, in theJirst place,
that the holy scriptures do direct you to this manner of
practice, as only effectual for the performance of holy
duties ; and then Ishall lay before you some necessary
instructions, that you may understand how to walk
bright in it, and continue and go forward therein, until
you be made perfect in Christ.
For the first of these, the holy scriptures are very
large and clear, in directing us to this manner ofprac¬
tice., and to continuance andgrowth therein. And here
it is useful for us, to observe the great variety of pecu¬
liar words and phrases, whereby the Holy Ghost teacheth this mystery, which many that frequently read the
scriptures, yea, that pretend to be preachers of the gos¬
pel, do little understand or regard ; shewing thereby,
that the things of the Spirit of God are foolishness to
them, and that they are not yet acquainted with the
form of sound words, and are strangers to the very lan¬
guage of the gospel, which they profess, and preteud

preach.
I
shall, therefore, present to your view several of these
peculiar words and phrases, whereby this mysterious
manner of practice is expressed in the holy scriptures,
and commended to you as the only way for the sure
attainment of all holiness in heart and life. Ishall rank
such of them together as agree in sense, that the mul¬
titude of them may not breed confusion in our thoughts.
1. This is the manner of practice in scripture, which
is expressed by living by faith,Heb. ii. 4. Gal. ii. 20.
Heb. x. 38 ;walking by faith, 2 Cor. v. 7 ;faith working by love, Gal. v. 7 ; overcoming the world by faith,
1 John v. 4 ; quenching all thefiery darts of the wicked,
by the shield offaith, Eph. vi. 16. Some make no more
of living and walking byfaith, than merely a stirring up.
and encouraging ourselves to our duty by such princi¬
ples as we believe. Thus the Jews might account that
they lived byfaith, because they professed and assented
to

r '
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unto the doctrine of Moses and the prophets, and wert
moved' thereby to a zeal of God, though " they sought
righteousness not by faith, but as it were by the works
of the lahv," Rom. x. 32. Thus Paul might think he
210

lived by faith, while he was a zealous Pharisee ;-but
afterwards he knew, that the life offaith consisted in
dying to the law, and living to God;and that not him-i
self but Christ lived in him Gal. ii. 19, 20. As it is
one and the same thing, to be justifed by faith,and byChrist believed on, Rom. v. 1 ; so, to live, walk and work
by faith, is all one with living, walking, working by
means of Christ, and his saving endowments ; which we
receive and make use of by faith, to guide and move
ourselves to the practice of holiness.
2. The same thing is commended to us by the terms
of walking, rooted, and*built up in Christ, Col. ii; 6,7;
living to God, and not to ourselves, but to have Christ liv¬
ing in w#,.GaI. ii. If, 20; good conversation in Christ,
1 Pet. iii. 16 ;putting on the LordJesus Christ, Xhat we
may walk honestly as in the day, Rom. xiii. 13, 14; be¬
ing strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might
Eph. vi. 10 ; doing all things in the name of Christ, Col.
iii. 17 ; walking up and down in the name of the Lord,
Zech. x. 12 ; going in the strength of the Lord, mak¬
ing mention of his righteousness, even of his only/' Ps«
lxxi. 16. These phrases are frequent, and do suffi¬
ciently explain one another; and to shew, that we are
to practise holiness, not only by virtue of Christ's au¬
thority, but also of his strengthening endowments mov¬
ing us, and also encouraging us thereunto.
3. It is also signified by the phrases of " being strong
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus," 2 Tim. ii. 15
having our conversation in the world not with fleshly
"wisdom,
but by the grace of God," 2 Cor. i. 12 ;having
or holdingfast grace, that we may serve Godacceptably,
labouring abundantly , in such a manner, as the whole
work is not performed by us, but by the grace of God
that is with us, 1 Cor! xv. 13. By grace, therefore, we
may well understand, the privileges of our new state,-
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given to us in Christ, whereby we ought to be
ed and guided in the performance of holy duties.
4. Jt is also signified, when we are to put off the old
and put on the new man ;yea, and to continue in so do¬
ing, though we have done it iu measure already ; and
that we avoid our former sinful conversation, Eph. iv.
21, 22, 24; and to avoid sin, because we have put
the old, and put on the nav man Col. m. 9, 10. Ihave.
already shewed, that by this two-fold man is not only
meant merely by sin and holiness ;but by the former is
meant our natural state,with all its endowments, whereby we are furnished only to the practice of sin ; and, by
the latter, our new state in Christ, that thereby we are
furnished with all means necessary for the practice of
holiness.
5. We are to understand the same thing, when we
are taught " not to walk after the flesh, but after the
Spirit," so that we may be free from the law of sin,','
and that " the righteousness of the law may be fulfilled
in us," Rom. viii. .1, 8, 3 ; and, through the Spirit, to
mortify the deeds Of the body and to be led by the
Spirit,because we live by the Spirit, and have " cruci¬
fied the flesh, with the affection and lusts," Gal. v. 24.
The apostle doth shew, by these expressions, not only
that we are to practise holiness, but also by what means
we may do- it effectually Byflesh is meant our old na¬
ture, derived from the first Adam ; and by Spirit is
meant the Spirit of Christ, and that new nature which
we have by him dwelling in us. We are said to walk
after either of these natures, when we make the proper¬
ties or qualifications of either of them to be the princi¬
ples of our practice. So, when we are taught to serve in
newness of Spirit,and not in the oldness of the latter,that
so we may bringjfsrth fruit unto God,|the meaning is, that
we must endeavour to bring forth the fruits of holiness
not by virtue of the law that killing letter, to which the
f.esh ys married, and by which the motions of sin are in
us ;but, by virtue of the Spirit, and his manifold riches,
which we partake of in our new state, by a mystical mar-
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ridge with Christ, Rom. vii. 4, 5, fi; and by virtue of
such principles as belong to the new state, declared m
the gospel, whereby the Holy Spirit is ministeredto us.
6. This is the manner of walking which the apostle
Pat)l directeth us unto, when he teacheth us, by hij
own example, that the continual work of our lives
should be, •' to know Christ, and the power of his re¬
surrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being
made conformable to -his death ; if by any means we
913

may attain unto the resurrection of the dead, and to
increase and press forward in this kind of knowledge,-*
Phil. iii. 10, 15. Certainly he meaneth such an experi¬
mental knowledge of Christ, and his death and resur¬
rection, as effectually maketh us conformable thereunto,
in dying unto sin,and living unto God. And hp would.
hereby guide us, to make use of Christ, and hi? death
9»d resurrection, by faith, as the powerful means qf
holiness in heart and life ; and to increase in this man0 uer of walking, until we attain untdperfection in Chrisf
The second thing proposed, was to lay before you.
aome necessary instructions, that your steps may bg
guided aright, to continue and go forward in this way
of holiness, until you be made perfect in Christ. And,
seeing we are naturally prone to mistake this way, and

.

are utterly unable to find it out, or discern it, by our
and understanding, w.e should the more
diligently attend to these instructions, taken out of the
holy scriptures. And we shall earnestly pray phot Gpd
would give us the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, that
we ma.y \discern the way of holiness thereby, and walk
aright in it ; according to that gracious promise, <" the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein,"
own reason

o

Isa. xxxv. 8.

1. Let us observe, and consider diligently, in our
whole conversation, that though we are partakers of &
new holy state by faith in Christ, yet our natural state
doth remain, in a measure, with all its corrupt princi¬
ples and properties. As long assye live in this present
world, our apprehension of Christ, s»d his-perfectipns,
.
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in this life, is only by faith : whereas by sense and
reason, we may apprehend much in ourselves, contrary'
to Christ ; and this faith is imperfect ; so that true
believers have cause to pray to God to help their unbe¬
lief, Mark ix. 24. Therefore, though we receive, a
perfect Christ by faith, yet the measure and degree of
enjoying him is imperfect ; and we hope still, so long
as we are in this world, to enjoy him in a higher degree
of perfection than we have done.
are yet but weak
in, Christ, 2 Cor. xiii. iv. children in comparison to the
perfection we expect in another world, 1 Cor. xiii. 10,
11. and we must grow still, till we come to the perfect
man, 1£ph. iv. 13. and some are weaker babes than
others, and have received Christ in so small a measure,
that they may be accounted camel,rather than spiritual,
1 Cor. iii. 1. And, because all the blessings and per¬
fections of our new state, as justification, the gilt ot
the Spirit, and of the holy nature, and the adoption of
children, are seated and treasured up in Christ, and
joined with him inseparably ; we can receive them no
farther than we cordially receive Christ himself, by a
true faith, which we only do in an imperfect measure
and degree in this life. The apostle Paul proposeth
himself as a pattern for all those that are perfect in the
tmth of grace to imitate : and yet he professeth, that
he was not yet made so perfect, in the degree and
measure of saving endowments, but that he did still
towards the mark for the prize of the
" press forward
high calling of God in Christ Jesus," labouring still
u to apprehend and win Christ more perfectly, and be
found in him, not haying his own righteousness, but
that which is of God by faith ; and to gain more experi¬
mental knowledge of Christ, and of the fellowship of
his sufferings, and power of his resurrection, being
made conformable thereunto," Phil. iii. 8, 10, 14. Be¬
lievers are justified already; yet xvait for the hope oj
righteousness, by faith, that is, for the full enjoyment
of the righteousness oi Christ, Gal. v. 3. They have
received but the frst fruits cf the Spirit, and must
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Vait for the full enjoyment of it. The Spirit witness•eth now to them, that they are the children of God;and
yet thty groan within themselves, waiting for a more
full enjoyment of adoption, Rom. viii. 23.
Now, seeing the degree and measure of our recep¬
tion and enjoyment of Christ, with all the blessings of
our new state in him, in this life, is imperfect, it followeth clearly, our contrary natural state, with its.
properties, rernaineth still in us, in some degree, and
is not perfectly abolished ; so that all believers in this

*14

world do, more or less, partake of these two con¬
trary states. Relievers have, indeed, put off the old
man, and put on the new where Christ is all and in all
Col. iii. 10, 11 ; yet they are to put the old man off, and
the new man on, more and more, because the old man.
rernaineth still in a measure. They are said to be, not
in the flesh, but in the Spirit, because their being in the
Spirit is their best and lasting state ; as denominations
are usually taken from the better part : but yet the flesh
is in them, and they find work enough- to mortify the
deeds cf it, Rom. viii. 9, 13.
Therefore, several things, which are contrary to each
ether, are frequently attributed to believers in thq
scripture, with respect to these two contrary states,
wherein one place seems to contradict another ; and
yet both are true in divers respects.7"- Thus holy Paul
saith truly of himself, I
live, yet not I, Gal. li. 20 ;
because he did live to God, by Christ living• inhim: and
yet, in another respect, according to his mortal state, h«
did not live to God. Again, he professeth that he was
'carnal, sold under sin ; and jet, on the contrary, that

,

,

he allowed notsin,X>\it hated it. He sheweth how both
these were true, concerning himself, in divers respects,
He saith, " In me (that is, in my flesh) dwellcth no
delight to do the will, of God, ac¬
good thing;" and I
cording to the inward man u With my mind, Imy¬
self serve the law of God ; but, with the flesh, the'

.

• The reader, if he choose?, may see more Instances, by capsuiting Mr. H. Erskine, vol. x. p. 150, 2G7V
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law of sin," Rom. vii. 14, 15, 18,22,25. John saith,
that saith he hath no sin, deceiveth himself, and
"isHe
a liar," 1 John, i. S ; and also that it is true, that
u whosoever is born of God, doth not commit sin ; for
his seed [i. e. Christ, the new spiritual nature] remaineth in him ; and he cannot sin, because he is born of
trod," 1John "iii. 9. It is true, that we are weak and can ÿ
do nothing ; and yet strong, and able to do all things ,
2 Cor. xii. 10, 11. Phil. iv. 13. It is true, that believers
are "'dead, because of sin; but alive, because of
righteousness," Horn. viii. 10; and that, when they
die a natural death, they shall never die John xi. 25, 26.
They are sons that have the inheritance by birth-right,
and yet, in some respects, may differ nothing from ser¬
vants : and so they may be under the law, in a sense,
and yet under grace, and heirs, according to the free *
and gracious promise at the same time, Gal. iv. 1, 2.
They are redeemed from the curse of the law,and have
forgiveness of sins, and a promise, that God will never
be wroth with them, nor rebuke them any more, Gal. iii.
13. Eph. i. 7. Jsa. iiv. 9 ; and yet, on the contrary, the
curse, written in the law, is some times poured out upon
them Dan. ix. 11 ; and they have need still to pray,
mt God would " deliver them from guiltiness, and
"forgive their, debts," Ps. li. 14. Mat. vi. 12 ;and they
expect, that God " will punish them for all their
'Stflauities," Amos iii. 2.
* e These contrary things asserted, concerning believers
:lh scripture, do sufficiently manifest, that they partake
"<if two contrary stales in this life. And this is a plain,
"ifejÿsy and ready way to reconcile these seeming contrajmffitions, whatever other ways may be used to reconcile
ÿifepie of them. And what reason is there to questionÿ
~jj|«ftiie oldstate remaineth in believers, in some degree, «, t
"*lraeitlg" all sound protestants acknowledge, that the sin-,
* Sffj3epravation and pollution of our natures, commonly
*
faffed original sin, which is one principal part of this «
ttffd state, doth remain in all, as long as they live in the
world ? Now, though some penal evils may be said to

,
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remain in us, yet we cannot suppose, that this original
pollution is continued in us as considered in Christ ;but
as considered in our eld state, derived from tire first
Adam. 'Therefore, the first sin of Adam is imputed, in
some respect, even to those that are justified by faith ;
and they remain, in some measure, as aforesaid, under
the punishment and curse denounced, Gen. ii. 17. " In 1
the day thou eates't thereof, thou shalt surely die." And,
on this account, the same original ÿ-Mz/t.and pollution is
propagated to the children of believing parents, as well
as others, by natural generation. And, if such a great
and fundamental part of our natural state continue in
believers, as subjection to the guilt of the first sin and
original corruption, which is one great part of the pun¬
ishment and death threatened, and by which we are
prone and inclined to all actual sins : why should we
not judge, that other parts of the same state do likewise
continue in them, as the real guilt of their own actual
sins, and subjection to the wrath of God, and the curses
and punishments denounced against them in the law ?
and why should we not judge, that all the miseries of
this life, and death itself, are inflicted upon believers,
at least in some respect, as punishments of sin ?
It may be objected, that this doctrine of a two-fold
state of believers in,this life, doth much derogate from
the perfection of our justification by Christ, and also
from the fulness of all the grace and spiritual blessings
of Christ, and from the merits of his death, and from
the power of his Spirit ; and that it greatly diminisheth
the sonsolation of believers in Christ. But it is easily
vindicated from this objection, if we understand it right¬
ly ;for, notwithstanding this two-fold state, it still holdeth true, that believers, while they are on earth, have
all perfections of spiritual blessings, justification, adop¬
tion, the gift of the Spirit, holiness, eternal life, and
glory with Christ, Eph. i. 3. In the person of Christ,
who is now in heaven, the old man is perfectlv crucifi¬
ed ; they are dead to sin, and to the law in its curse,
and they are quickened together with him, and raised
216
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up with him, and made to sit in heavenly places, in
Christ Jesus, Eph. ii. 6. And believers do, in their
own persons, receive and enjoy, by faith, all these per¬
fect spiritual blessings of Christ, as far as they receive
and enjoy Christ himself dwelling in them, and no far¬
ther.
Thus far they are in a new state,free from the guilt,
pollution and punishment of sin, and from the wrath
of God, all miseries, and death itself, while they are
in this world ; yea, all the guilt, pollution and punish¬
ments of sin, and all evils whatever, which they are
subject to, according to their natural state, do them no
harm, according to this new state, but work for their
good :and are no evils, but rather advantages to them,
tending to the destruction of the flesh, and the perfec¬
tion of the new man in Christ. vYet it holdeth true
also, that our reception and enjoyment of Christ him¬
self, and all his perfections, is but an imperfect mea¬
sure and degree, until faith be turned into heavenly
vision and fruition of Christ ; and, therefore, our old
sinful state, with the evils thereof, is not perfectly abol¬
ished during this life. The kingdom of heaven, or the
grace of Christ within us, is like leaven in meal, which
doth not unite itself perfectly to the meal in an instant,
but by degrees, until the whole be leavened, Mat. xiii.
3 3 ; or, like the morning light,that expelleth darkness
by degrees, " shining more and more unto the perfect
day," Prov. iv. 18.
This cannot be justly accounted any derogation from
the merits of Christ's death, or from the power of his
Spirit, seeing Christ never intended to bring to pass, by
his death, or by the power of his Spirit, that we should
enjoy his spiritual blessings any farther than we are in
him, and enjoy him by faith : or that we should be
made holy or happy according to the flesh, by a refor¬
mation of our natural state ; as hath been shewed.
Neitherdoes this diminish the consolation of believers in
Christ ;for thereby they may know, that they have the
perfection of grace and happiness in Christ, and that
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they enjoy it in this world, as far as they enjoy Christ
himself by faith ; and that they shall enjoy it in a per¬
fect measure, and be fully freed from their sinful and
miserable state, when that frame of nature, which they
received from the jirst Adam, is dissolved by death.
This instruction is very useful to frame our souls
aright, for the practising holiness, only by those gospel
principles and means that belong to our new state, which
we are partakers of by faith in Christ. And thus it is
easily vindicated from another great objection, wherein
the papists and, quakers do much triumph. They ap-«
peal to men's consciences to answer this question;
" which doctrine is most likely to bring people to the
practice of true godliness ; theirs, which teacheth, that
perfect holiness may be attained in this life;.or ours,'
which teacheth, that it is impossible for us to keep the
law perfectly and to purge ourselves from all sin, as
long as we live in this world, though we use our best en¬
deavours." They think that common reason will make
foe verdict pass for them against the doctrine, as that
which discourageth all endeavours to perfection, and
hardeneth the hearts of people, to allow themselves in
sin, because they cannot avoid it. But, on the contra¬
ry, the doctrine of foe perfectionists hardens people, to
allow themselves in sin, and to call evil good; as the
papists account, that " the concupiscence of the flesh
against foe spirit, is no sin, but rather good matter for
the exercise of their virtues, because the most perfect
in this life are not without it." It also discourageth
those that labour to get holiness in the right way, by
faith in Christ, and maketh them to think that they la¬
bour in vain, because they find themselves still sinful,
and far from perfection, when they have done their
best to attain it. It hindereth our diligence in seeking
hqjiness by those principles and nteans whereby only it
can be found ; for, who will be diligent and watchful to
avoid walking according to his own carnal principles, if
he think, that his own carnal state, with its principles,
is quite abolished, and is out of him, so that at present
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he is inno danger of walking according to them ? What¬
ever good works the doctrine of the perfectionists may

am sure it hindereth a great part
serve to promote, I
of that work which Christ would have us to be employ¬
ed in, as long as we live in this world. We must know,
that our old state, with its evil principles, continueth
still in a measure, or else we should not be fit for the
great duties of confessing our sins, loathing ourselves
for them, praying earnestly for the pardon of them, a
just sorrowing for them with a godly sorrow, accepting
the punishment of our sins, and giving God the glory
of his justice, and offering to him " the sacrifice of a
broken and contrite spirit, being poor in spirit, working
out our own salvation with fear and trembling."
Some have doubted, how it can consist with our jus¬
tification by Christ, that we should be still liable to be
punished for our sins, and obliged to pray for the par¬
don of them ; because they have not well considered the
two-fold state of believers in this life. And, except we
know this, and keep it in mind, we shall never be fit to
practise continually the great duties that tend to the
putting off the old man,and putting on the new,and mor¬
tifying the deeds of the body by the Spirit ;praying con¬
tinually, that God would renew a right spirit in us, and
jfcutctify us throughout ; pressing forward unto perfecflba, desiring the sincere milk of the word, and the enjoya&htt of other ordinances. Christ hath appointed, that
]|is( church on earth should be employed in such works}
either do, or fain would account them
sss for them, and that they have no longer need of
Jurist himself, to be their spiritual physician and " adjp&Jle with the Father," and " propitiation for their
therefore, they are not fit to be members of the
a&fch on earth, and are never likely to be members of
$l&$hurch in heaven, except they can make a ladder,
SndClimb up thither before their time.
Despair of purging the fesh, or natural man, Of
ttS sinful lusts and inclinations, and of practising holi¬
ness, by your willing and resolving to do the best that
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fieth in your own power, and trusting on the grace of
God and Christ, to help you in such resolutions and
endeavours ; rather resolve to trust on Christ,to 41 work
in you to will and to do, by his own power, according
They that are convinced
to his own good pleasure.
of their sin and misery, do commonly first think to tarns
the flesh, and

to

subdue and

root out

its lusts, and to

make their corrupt nature to be better natured, and in¬

clined to holiness, by their struggling and wrestline
with it : and, if they can but bring their hearts to a full
purpose and resolution to do the best that lieth in them,
they hope, that by such a resolution, they shall be able
to atchieve great enterprizes, in the conquest of their
lusts, and the performance of the most difficult duties.
It is the great work of some eminent divines, in their
preaching and writings, to stir up people to this resolu¬
tion, wherein they place the chiefest turning pointfrom
sm to godliness. And they think, that this is not con¬
trary to the life of faith, because they trust on the grace
of God, through Christ, to help them in all such reso¬
lutions and endeavours.
Thus they endeavour to reform their old state, and
to be made perfect in the flesh, instead of putting it
off, and walking according to the new state in Christ.
They trust on low carnal things for holiness, and also
upon the acts of their own will, their purposes, their
resolutions, and their own endeavours, instead of Jesus
Christ ; and then they trust on Christ to help them i»
this carnal way :whereas true faith would teach thepi,
that they are nothing, and that they but labour in vain.
They may as well wash the blackmoor white, as purge
the flesh, or natural man, from its evil lusts, and make
it pure and holy. It is desperately wicked, past all
cure. It will-unavoidably lust against the Spirit of God,
even in the best saints on earth, Gal. vi. 17. Its " mind
ic enmity to the law of God and neither is, nor 44 can
be subject to it," Rom. viii. 7. They that would cure
jt, and make it holy, by their own resolutions and en¬
deavours, do act quite contrary to the design of Christ a
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death ; for he died, not that the flesh, or the old natural
man, might be made holy ; but that it might be crucifled, and destroyed out of us, Rem. vi. 6 ; and that we
might live to God, not to ourselves, or by any natural
power of our own resolutions and endeavours, but by
Christ living- in us, and by his " Spirit bringing forth
the fruits of righteousness" in us, Gal. ii. 20. and v.
24, 25. 'lherefore, we must be content to live the na-!
tural man, vile and wicked, as we found it, until it be
utterly abolished by death ; though we must not allow
its wickedness, but rather groan to be delivered from
the body of this death, thanking God that there is a
deliverance through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Our way to mortify sinful affections and lusts, must
be, not by purging them out of the flesh, but by putting
off the flesh itself, and getting above into Christ by faith,
and walking in that new nature that is by him. Thus
" the way of life is above to the wise, that he may de¬
part from hell beneath," Prov. xv. 24. Our willing,
resolving and endeavouring, must be, to do the best,
not that lieth in ourselves, or in our own power, but
that Christ and the power of his Spirit shall be pleased
to work in us : for " in us, (that is, in our flesh) there
dwelleth no good thing," Rom. vii. 18. We have great
ground to trust in God and Christ for help in such re¬
solutions and endeavours after holiness, as in things that
are agreeably to the design of Christ in our redemption,
and to the way of acting and living by faith. It is
likely, that Peter sincerely resolved to die with Christ,
rather than,to deny him, and to do all that he could, by
his own power, for that end ; but Christ made him
quickly to see the weakness and vanity of such resolu¬
tions. And we see, by experience, what many resolu¬
tions made in sickness, and other dangers, mostly come
to. It is not enough for us to trust on Christ to help
us to act and endeavour so far only as creatures ; for
so the worst of men are helped : he is the Jehovah,
in whom we live, move, and have our being," Acts
"xvii.
28. And it is likely the Pharisee would trust on
82
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God, to help him in duty as he would thank God for
the performance of duty, Luke xviii. 11. v And this is
all the faith that many make use of in order to a holy
practice. But we must trust in Christ to enable us
above the strength of our own natural power, by virtue
of the new nature which we have in Christ, and by his
Spirit dwelling and working in us ; or else our best
endeavours will be altogether sinful, and mere hypo¬
crisy, notwithstanding all the help for which we trust
upon him. We must also take heed of depending for
holiness upon any resolution to walk in Christ, or.any
written covenants, or any holiness, that we have already
received ; for, we must know, that the virtue of these
things continues no longer than we continue walking in
Christ, and Christ in us. They must be kept up by
the continual presence of Christ in us ; as light is main¬
tained by the presence of thÿ sun, and cannot subsist
without it.
3. You must not seek to procure forgiveness of sins,
the favour of God, a new holy nature, life, and happie, ness, by any xvorks of the moral law,or by any rites and
ceremonies whatever ;but rather you must work as those
that have all these things already according to your new
state in Christ ; as such who are only to receive them
more and more by faith, as they are ready prepared
and treasured up for you, and freely given to you, in
your spiritual head, the Lord Jesus Christ. If we
walk as these that are yet wholly to seek for the pro¬
curements of such enjoyments as these, it is a manifest
sign, that at present, we judge ourselves to be without
them, and likewise without Christ himself, in whose
fulness they are also all contained ; and, therefore, we
walk according to our old natural state, as those that
jqÿ yet in the flesh, and that would get salvation in it,
and by our carnal works and observances, instead of
living altogether on Christ by faith.
This; practice is according to the tenor of the cove¬
nant of works ; as Ihave before shewed. And we
have no ground to trust on Christ and his Spirit, to
222
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work holiness in us this way ; for we are dead, to the
covenant, by the body of Christ,Rom. vii. 4 ; and
legal
14
if we be led by the Spirit, we are not under the law,"
Gal. v. 18. Wh,en the Galatians were seduced, by
false teachers, to seek the procurement of justification
and life by circumcision, and other works of the Mosaical law, the aposde Paul rebuked them for seeking
to be made perfect in the fleshy directly contrary to their
good beginning in the Spirit, for rendering Christ of
for falling from grace, Gal.
none-eflect to them, andwhen
same of the Colossians
iii. 3. and v. 4. And
sought perfection, in like manner, by observation of
circumcision, holy meats, holy times,and other rudiments
of the world, the same apostle blameth them for not
holding the head, Jesus Christ, and as such were not
dead and risen with Christ, but living merely in the
•world, Col. ii. 19, 20. and iii. 1. lie clearly sheweth,
that those who seek any saving enjoyment in such a
way, do walk according to their old natural state ; and
that the true manner of living by faith in Christ, is, to
walk as those that have all fulness and perfection of
spiritual blessings in Christ, by faith, and need not seek
for them any other way to procure them for themselves.
. In this sense, it is a true saying, that believers should
not act for, but from life. They must act as those
that are not procuring life by their works, but as such
who have already received and derived life from Christ,
and act from the power and virtue received from him.
And hereby it appears, that the papists, and all others
that think to justify, purify, sanctify, and save them-selvSs by any of their own works, rites, or ceremonies
whatever, do walk in a carnal way, as those that are
without any present interest in Christ, and shall never
attain unto holiness or happiness, until they learn a
better way of religion.
4. Think not, that you can effectually incline your
heart to the immediate practice of holiness, by any
such practicalprinciples, as do only serve to bind, press,
and urge you to the performance of holy duties ; but
Digitized by kjooole
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rather let such principles siir you up to go to Christ first
by faith, that you may be effectually inclined to the im¬
mediate practice of holiness in him, by gospel principles,
that strengthen and enable you, as well as oblige you
thereunto. There are some practical principles, that
do only bind, press, and urge us to noly duties, by
shewing the reasonableness, equity, and necessity of
our obedience, without shewing at all, how we that are
by nature dead in sin,under the wrath of God, may have
any strength and ability for the performance of them :
as for instance, the authority of God the lawgiver; our
absolute dependance on him as our Creator, Preserver,
Governor, in whose hand is our life, breath, and all
our happiness here and forever ; his all-seeing eye,that
searcheth our heart, discerneth our very thoughts, and
secret purposes ; his exact justice, in rendering to all
according to their works ; his almighty and eternal
power, to reward those that obey him, and to punish
transgressors forever ; the unspeakable joy of heaven,
and terrible damnation of hell. Such principles as these
do bind our consciences very strictly, and work very
strongly upon the prevalent affections of hope and fear,
to press and urge our hearts to the performance of holy
duties, if we believe them assuredly, apd work them
earnestly upon our hearts, by frequent, serious, and
lively meditation. And therefore some account them
the most forcible and effectual means to form any vir¬
tue in the soul, and to bring it to immediate perform¬
224

ance of any duty, though never so difficult ; and that
the life of faith consisteth principally in our living to
God in holiness, by a constant belief and meditation on
them. And they account those things that serve to
mind them of such principles, very effectual for holi¬
ness ; as looking on the picture of death, or on a death s
head, keeping a coffin by them ready made, walking
about among the graves, &c. But this is not that man¬
ner of living to God whereof the apostle speaketh,
when he saith, " I
live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me ; and the life which I
live in the flesh, I
live by the
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faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him¬
self forme," Gal. ii. 20. If a man make use of these
obliging principles, to stir him up to go to Christ for
strength to ' act holily, he walketh like one that hath
received Christ as his only life by faith ; otherwise he
walketh like other natural men. For, the natural man
may be brought to act by these principles, partly by
natural light, and more fully by scripture light, without
any true knowledge of the way of salvation by Christ,
as if Chr.ist had never conr.c into the world. And he
may be strictly bound by them, and vehemently urged
and pressed to holy duties ; and yet all this while, is
left to his own natural strength, or rather weakness,
being not assured, by any of these principles, that God
would give him strength to help him in the performance
of these duties ; and can do nothing aright, until he get
new life and strength by Christ, by a more precious
saving faith. There would be no need of a new life
and strength by Christ, if these principles were suffi¬
cient to bring us to a holy conversation. Therefore,
this manner of practice is no better than walking after
the flesh, according to our corrupt state, and seeking
to be made perfect in the flesh. No question but Paul
was very diligent in it, while he was a blinded Pharisee.
Yea, the heathen philosophers might attain to it, in
some measure, by the light of common reason. The
devils have such principles, as they do believe assured¬
ly ; yet they are never the better for them. It is a
part of the natural wisdom,whereby the world knew not
God, not that wisdom of God in a mystery, discovered
in the gospel, which is the only sanctifying wisdom,
and poxver of God unto salvation. What can you pro¬
duce but corruption, by pressing with motives to holi¬
ness, one that hath no soundness in him, from the
sole of the foot, even to the head, only wounds and
bruises, and putrifying sores." lie that is made truly
sensible of his own vileness and deadness by nature,
will despair of ever bringing himself to holiness by
such principles that afford him no life and strength, byt
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only lay an obligation upon him to urge and press him
to duty. What are mere obligations to one that is dead
in sin ? While the soul is without spiritual life, sin is
the more moved and enraged by pressing and urging
from the soul the obligations of the law and its com¬
mand. " The motions of sin are by the law ; and sin,
taking occasion by the commandment, worketh in us all
manner of concupiscence," Rom. vii. 5, 8.
And yet these obliging principles are very good and
excellent in this right gospel use of them ; as the apos¬
tle saith of the law, that it is good, if it be usedlawfully,
226

1 Tim. i. 8. The humbled sinner knoweth well his
obligations ; but it is life and strength that he wanteth,
and despaireth of walking according to such obligations,
until he get his life and strength by faith in Jesus
Christ. Therefore, these, obliging principles do move
him to go in the first place, to Christ, that so he may
be enabled to answer their end, by the strengthening and
enlivening principles of God's grace in Christ. Some
there are that make tree of gospel principles, only to
oblige and urge to duty, without affording any life and
strength for the performance ; as " they that think that
Christ died and rose again-to establish a new covenant
of works for our salvation, and to give us a pattern of
good works by his own obedience, rather than to pur¬
chase life, obedience, and good works for us." Such
as these do not understand.and receive the principles
of the gospel rightly ;but they pervert and abuse them,
contrary to their true nature and design ;ÿ and thereby
they render them as ineffectual for their sanctification,
as any other natural or legal principles.
5. Stir and strengthen yourself, to perform the duties
of holiness, by a firm persuasion of your enjoyment of
Jesus Christ, and all spiritual and everlasting benefits
through him. Set not yourself upon the performance
of the law, with any prevailing thoughts or apprehen¬
sions, that you are yet without an interest in Christ,
and the love of God through him ; and the curse of the
law the power of sin and Satan having no better por-
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tion than this present world ; no better strength, than
that which is in the purposes and resolutions of your
own free will. While such thoughts prevail, and in¬
fluence your acting, it is evident, that you walk accord¬
ing to the principles and practices of your old natural
state ; and you will be moved thereby, to yield to the
dominion of sin and Satan, to withdraw yourselves
from God and godliness, as Adam was moved, from
the sight of his own nakedness, to hide himself from
God,Gen. iii. 10. Therefore, your way to a holy prac- •
tice, is first to conquer and expel such unbelieving
thoughts, by trusting confidently on Christ, and per¬
suading yourselves by faith, that his righteousness,
Spirit, glory, and all his spiritual benefits are yours;
and that he dwelleth in you and you in him. In the
might of this confidence, you shall go forth to the per¬
formance of the law ; and you will be strong against
sin and Satan, and able to do all things through Christ
that strengthens you. This confident persuasion is of
great necessity to the right framing and disposing our
hearts to walk according to our new state in Christ.
The life of faith principally consisteth in it. And herein
it eminently appeareth, that faith is a hand, not only
to receive Christ, but also to work by him ; and that it
cannot be effectual for our sanctification, except it con¬
tain in it some assurance of our interest in Christ ; as
hath been shewed.
Thus we act as those that are above the sphere of
nature, advanced to union and fellowship with Christ.
The apostle maintained in his heart a persuasion that
Christ had loved him, and given himselffor him ; and
hereby he was enabled to live to God in holiness, through
Christ living in him by faith. Me teacheth us also,
that we must maintain the like persuasion,if we would
walk holily in Christ. We must know that our old man
is crucified with him ; and we must reckon ourselves" dead indeed unto sin, and alive unto God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord," Rom. vi. 6, 11. This is the
means whereby we may be
filled with the Spirit,
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strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might
which God would not require of us, if he had not ap¬
pointed the means, Eph. vi. 20, Christ himself walked
in a constant persuasion of his excellent state ; he set
the Lord always before him, and was persuaded, that
because " God was at his right hand, he should not ba
moved," Psal. xvi. 8.
How should it be rationally expected, that a man.

S3«

should act according to his new state,without assurance
that he is in it? It is a rule in common prudence in
worldly conditions, that every man must know, and well
consider his own state, lest he should act proudly above
it, or sordidly belpw it. And it is a hard thing to bring
some to a right estimate of their own worldly condi¬
tion. If the same rule were observed in spiritual things,
doubtless the knowledge and persuasion of the glory
and excellency of our new state in Christ, would more
elevate the hearts of believers above all sordid slavery
to their lusts, and enlarge them to " run cheerfully in
the way of God's commandments." If christians knew
their own strength better, they would enterprize greater
things for jhe glory of God. But this knowledge is
difficultly attained : it is only by faith and spiritual il¬
lumination. The best know but in part ; and hence it
g is, that the conversation of believers falleth so much
below their holy and heavenly calling.
6. Consider what endowments, privileges, or proper¬
ties of your new state are most meet and forcible to
incline and strengthen your heart to love God above
all, and to renounce all sin, and to give up yourself to
universal obedience to his commands ; and strive to
walk in the persuasion of them, that you may attain to
the practice of theSe great duties. Imay well join
these together, because, to " love the Lord with all our
heart, might, and soul, is the first and great command¬
ment," which influenceth us to all obedience, with*
hatred and detestation of all sin, as it is contrary and
hateful to God. The same effectual means that produc¬
ed! the one, will also produce the other ; and holiness
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holy state are most meet and forcible to enable Us for
the immediate performance of them, and so are to bfc
made use of to this end by faith. Particularly, you
must believe stedfaStly, that all your sins are blotted **
out, and that you are reconciled to God, and have ac¬
cess into his favour by the blood of Christ; and that
he is your God and Father, and altogether love to you,
andyour all-sufficient everlasting portion and happiness
through Christ.
Such apprehensions as these, do present Gqd as a
very lovely object to our hearts ; and do thereby allure
and win our affections, that cannot be forced by com¬
mands or threatenings, but must be siveetly won and
drawn by allurements. We must not harbour any sus¬
picions, that God would prove a terrible everlasting
enemy to us, if we would love him : for, " there is no
fear in Idve ; but perfect love tasteth out fear ; because ÿ
fear hatb torment ÿTUcTfuit feareth is not made perfect
in love. We love him, because he first loved' us," 1
John iv. 18, 19. David loved the 'Lord, because he
was persuaded, that he was his " strength, rock, for¬
tress ; his God, and the horn of his salvation," Psal.
xviii. 1, 2. Love, that causeth obedience to the law,
must proceed from a good conscience,purged from sin ;
and this good conscience must proceed from faith un¬
feigned, whereby we apprehend the rCmissionof ciir sins,
our reconciliation with God by the merits'of the Mooii
of Christ, f Tim. i. 5. Heb. ix. 14. " ' '
For the same end, that your hearts may be rightly ,
fitted and framed for the performance of these princi¬
pal duties, the holy scripture directeth ybu to walk ih
.the persuasion of other principal endowments of yoiir ~
tfew state ; as that you have fellowship
the Father
and with his Son, Jesus ChuSt, iJohn'iWj' that ybu
ÿarc the temple
of the living God, 2 CdP/vi.16'1 that
ypii "" live by tne Spirit," Gal. v. 25* ; tffat' you are
called to holiness, and created in Christ' Jesus unto
good works/" that God would " sanctify vou whollv,
T

.
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.and make you perfect in holiness at last," 1 Thess, v.
23. Epb. ii. 10 ; that your old man is crucified with
Christ and through him " you are dead unto sin, and
alive unto God -. and, being made free from sin, you
are become the servants of righteousness, and have your
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life," Rom.
vi. 6, 22; " ye are dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God. "When Christ, who is your life, shall
appear, then shall you also appear with him in glory,"
Col. in. 3, 4.
Such persuasifiu as these, when they are deeply
* maintained in our hearts, do
pootedi and constantly
strongly arm, and encourage us to practice universal
obedience, in opposition to every sinful lust ; because
.We look upon it, not only as our duty, but our great
.privilege " to do all things through Christ strengthen;
lng us.:" and God, doth certainly work in us, both to
-willandla da, by these principles,because they properly
belong unto the gospel, or New Testament, which is the
pf the Spirit, and the power of God unto
" ministration
2 Cor. iii. 6, 8. llom.-i. 16. .
.salvation,'?
7. For the performance of other duties of the law,
yon axe to consider, not only these .endowments, privi¬
leges, and properties of your new state, which are meet
and forcible to enable you to the love of God, and uni.versal obÿdÿnoe » but also, those that have a peculiar
farcczad aptitude, ÿuitable to the special nature of such
idufÿes ; audÿyon njust endeavour to assure yourselves
of ' them by faith, ithat you may be encouraged and
.strengthened tp perform the duties. Ishall give you
some instances of this manner of practice in several
to
duties, wKefehy .you may the beÿer understand how.
'
. , ,;
ÿguidej yqiiÿsÿves In.the rest. .

"

..

.

yQU.vtpuy
n .And»ay .to yhe dujies, of theirs! table, if
pear
G°ÿ}. b1 the duty of his worship, with?
ÿuus't do it in fuU. assztiunceÿ of faith,
.concerpihffiyqur enjoyment of Christ ipid his "salvation.
"Xnd wo uid.ybu-perform the great duty of trustingop
die Ebrdÿ ,wrth all your heart, casting ybur enrejupon
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him," and committing th£ disposal of yourself to him
in all your concerns ? Persuade yourself through
Christ, that God, according to his promise, will never
fail yoti, nor forsake you ; that he taketh a fatherly care
of you ;that he will withhold no good thingfrom you ;
and will make all things to work for your good. And
thus you'will be strong and courageous in the practice
of this duty ; whereas, if you live in the mere suspense
concerning your interest in the privileges, you will be
subject to carnal fears , and carking cares, in despite of
your heart ; and you will be prone to trust on the arm
of flesh,* though your conscience tell you plainly, that,
in so doing, you incur the heinous guilt t>f idolatry.
Would you be strengthened to submit to the hand of
God, with a cheerful patience, in bearing any affliction,
and death itself? the way to fortify yourselves, is, to

believe assuredly, that " your afflictions, which are but
for a moment, do work for you a far more exceeding
and gternal weight of glory;" that Christ is "your
gain in death* and life j" and his grace is sufficient for
you, and his strength made perfect in your weakness ; «
and that he will not suffer you to be tempted above that
you are able ; and will, at last, make you more than con
querors over all evil. Until you attain unto such per¬
suasions as these, you will be prone to fret and murmur
under the burden of affliction, and to Use indirect means
to deliver yourselves, notwithstanding the clearest con¬
victions to the contrary. Would you limit yourselves
to the observation of God's own institutions in his wor¬
ship ? believe that you are complete in Christ, and have
all perfection of spiritual blessings in him; and that
God will build you up in Chirst by the ordinances of
his own appointment. This will make you account his
ordinances sufficient, and men's traditions and inven¬
tions needless in the worship of God ; whereas, if you
do not apprehend all fulness in Christ, you will be likh
the Papists, fond to catch at every straw, and to multi¬
ply superstitious observations without end, for the sup¬
ply of your spiritual wants. Would you confess youf

-
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sins to God, pray to him, and praise him heartily for
his benefits ? would you praise him for afflictions, as
well as prosperity ? believe assuredly, that God isfaith¬
ful and just to forgive your sin through Christ ; that '
you are made a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifees of prayer and praises, that are acceptable to God through Christ ; and that God heareth your prayers,
aijd will fulfil them, so far as they are good for you ;
232

*

and that all God's ways are mercy and truth to-war ds
you, whether he prosper or afflict you in this life.
If you be altogether in doubt, or otherwise persuaded,
concerning these privileges, all your confessiors, pray- ;
e rs, and praises, will be but heartless lip-labour, slavish
or pharisaical works. In like manner, you will be enabled to hear and receive the word as the zverd of God, :
and to meditate on it with delight ; and you will be
willing to know the strictness and spirituality of the
commands of God, and to try and examine your ways \
impartially, by them, if you believe assuredly, that the
word is the power of God unto salvation; and that Christ
is our great physician, willing to heal you, be the case \
never so bad ; and where your sin abounds , his grace to* i
wards you doth much more abound : whereas, without
these comfortable apprehensions, all the works of hear- ing, meditation, selt-examination, will be but uncouth,
heartless works ; and they will be performed negligent¬
ly, and by halves, or hypocritically, and out of slavish
fear, with much reluctancy, without any good will, or readiness of mind. So also, for the right receiving of'
the sacraments you will find yourself much strengthened :
by believing, that you may have communion with God
and Christ in them, and that you have a great High. ,
Priest to bear the iniquity of your holy things , and t®j-_
'
ÿ mml i:
make you forever accepted before the Lord.
In the same way you are to apply yourselves tc nil |
duties towards your neighbour required in the second]
table of the law, by acting in a. persuasion of such pri¬
vileges of your n-Siv state, as have a peculiar' force tot
•ncourage and strengthen you, for the performance of;
ÿ

*
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them. That you may " love your neighbour as your¬
self, and do to him in all things as you would he shoultf
do to you, without partiality and self-seeking ; that you
may give him his due honour, and abstain from injuring
him in his life, chastity, worldly estate, good name, or,
from coveting any thing that is his, according to th<£
several commands in the second table of the deca¬
logue you must walk in a persuasion, not only that
these things are just and equitable towards your fellow?
creatures, and that you are strictly bound to the per¬
formance of them ; but that they are the will of your
"heavenly Father, who hath begotten you, according
to his own image, in righteousness and true holiness ;
and hath given you his Spirit, that you may be like
minded to him in all things j apd that they are the mind
of Christ, who dwelleth in you, and you in him ;" that
God and Christ are kind, tender-hearted, long-suffering,
full of goodness to men, whether good or bad, friends or
enemiÿ, poor or rich ; and that Christ came into the
worltÿgot to destroy, but to save ;and that you are of
theÿsame spirit ; that the injuries done to you by your
neiMhpurs, can do you no harm ; and you need not
seek any good for yourselves by injuring them, because
you have all desirable happiness in Christ ; and all
s, though intended by your enemies for your hurt,
Ws work fqr your goad through Christ.
I.ftpm-ehensions as these, wrought in,us by the
*"! JfUtK, dp \ certainly beget in us a, right frame of.
,ji«ÿroughj[y furnished for every good vyork toour neighbour. Xikewise, your heartwrill be
ÿpurifipiÿjp unfeigned love, of,the brethren in Christ,"
and you yvill walk toward them with all lowliness,
Tnesa, . long-suffering, fprbearing one another in
' ijÿiyou maintain a stedfast belief and persuasion .
ÿmabqpds of love, whereby you. are m-„KjO fyitR them through Christ s rasÿrticpT,
ire jis " one body, and one Spirit, one hopcÿ
j, one Xord, one faith, pne baptism, pn<i •
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God and Father of all, who is above all, and through
all, and in you all."
Finally, you yill be able to abstain from all fleshly
and worldly hists, that war against the soul, and hinder
ad godliness, by an assuredpersuasion, not merely that
gluttony, drunkenness, lechery, are filthy swinish abom¬
inations; and that the pleasures, profits, and honours
of the world, are vain empty things ; but that you are
u crucified to the flesh and the world, and quickened,
raised, and sit in heavenly places together with Christ;"
and that you have pleasures, profits, honours, in Christ,
to which the best things in the world are not worthy to
be compared; and that you are " members of Christ,
die temple of his Spirit, citizens of heaven, children
of die day, not of the night, nor of darkness," so that
it is below your Btate and dignity to practice deeds of
:
darkness, and mind fleshly worldly things.
r
Tlius 1have given instances enough, to stir you up
to acquaint yourselves with the manifold endowments,
privileges, properties of your new state in Christ, as
they are discovered in the gospel of your salvation,
whereby the new nature" is fitted for holy operations ;
as the common nature of man is furnished with the en¬
dowments- necessary for tfiose functions and operations
to which it is designed; and also to stir you up, to
mike use of them by faith, as they serve to strengthen
you either for universal obedience, or for particular
duties. And, by this manner of walking, your hearts
Will be comforted, and established in every good word |
and work : and you will grow in holiness, until you
attain unto perfection in Jesus Cki'ist.
ft. If you endeavour to grow in grace, and ii? all
holiness," trust assuredly, that God will enable you, by :
this manner of walking, to do every thing that is nyceÿ
sary for his glory, and your own everlasting salvation.;
-and that1 he will graciously accept of that obediericÿ
j
through Christ, Which you are enabled to perform,
cording to the measure of your fi|0t,wnd pardon Vouf
ÿ

,-though you' offend- <*•in
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short of many others, as to degrees of holiness, and
high acts of obedience. And therefore, attempt not
the performance of duty in any other way, though you
cannot yet attain to do so much as you would do in thi6
way. This is a necessary instruction to establish us in
this life of faith, that the sense of our manifold failings
and defects may not move us either tb despair, or to
return to the use of "carnal principles and means, for
help against our corruptions, as accounting this way of
living and acting by faith to be insufficient for our sane•tification and salvation. The apostle Paul exhorts the
Galatians to walk in the Spirit, though the Jlesh lusts
against the Spirit, so that they cannot do the things they
would, Gal. v. 16, 17. We are to know, that though «
the law fequireth of us the utmost perfection of holi¬
ness, yet the gospel maketh an allowance for our weakness, and Chnst is so meek and lowly in heart, that he *
ACCepteth of that which our weak faith can attain to by
hisgrace, and doth not exact nor expect any more of us
fof hfs:ÿlory and our salvation, until we grow stronger
in gnafce. God shewed his indulgence to his people
utodpr the Old Testament, that Moses, the lawgiver,
ÿifcflfered them, because of the hardness of their heaijÿs,
t&jrtxt away their wives, though from the beginning it
slirtojnOt.ko," Matth. xix. 8 } and also, in tolerating the
igh&gtaaty practice of polygamy. Though Christ will
the cpntinuance of such practices in his
JraSidbchj since his Spirit is more plentifully poured forth
"tSiadeB the gospel ; yet he is as joruxtrd as ever to bear
toPffh'the fadmvs of his weak saints, that desite to obey
.

IjSÿWehatre toother instance of GodV indulgence, more
to bur present purpose, in his commanding, that the
Tearful ana Jcunt-hearted should not De torcea to enter
ÿMat foattk against their enemies, but suffered to return
houses ;though fighting in battle against
tBenb 'toewits, without fear and fairtt-fieartedness, was
tfÿldutV that" God did verv TTinrh exercise bis. neonle irt
tanrxKit lime, ueuu xx. 3, 8. ao unapr tne gospel,
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dure the greatest fight of afflictions, and death itself
courageously, for his name's sake ; yet if any be so
weak in faith, that they have not sufficient courage to
venture into the battle, no doubt but Christ alloweth
diem to make use of an honest means whereby they
escape the hands of persecutors, with safety to their
holy profession. He will accept them in this weaker
kind of service, and will approve of them better thanif they should hazard a denial of his name, by ventur¬
ing themselves upon the trial of martyrdom, when they
might have escaped it. Peter came off with sin and
shame, by venturing beyond the measure of his faitht
into the hands of his persecutors, when" he went after
Christ to the; High Priest's hall ; whereas, he should
rather have made use of that indulgent dismission that
Christ gave to him, and the rest of his disciples : "let ,
these go their way," John xviii. 8. Christ dealeth with
his people as a good, careful shepherd, that will not
He shall gather die lambs*
. oVer-drive his sheep.
with his anns, and carry them in his bosom, and shall
gently lead those that are with young," Isa. xl. 11. He
would not have his disciples urged rigorously upon,the
duty of fasting, when their spirits were unfit for it ;
because he knew that imposing duties, above their
strengthÿ is like " putting a piece of new cloth in an
old garment, and .new wine into old bottles f yhjch
spoileth all at lastJMats ijc. 14r— If.
,
of
That
be
Solomco,
over¬
not
precept
righteous
"
v
much," Eccles. vii. 16, is very useful and pecessaiy, if
& rightly understood. We are to beware of being too
rigorous in exacting righteousness of ourselves and
others, beyond the measure of faith and grace. Over¬
doing commonly proveth undoiyg. Children that ven- '
ture on their feet beyond their strength, get many a
fall ; and po have babes in Christ, when they venturp
unnecessarily upon such duties as are Jmyond the .
strength of their faith. We should be content at pre- .
sent; to do the best that we Can, according to the men- '

"
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sure of the gift of'Christ, though we know that others
are enabled to. do much better ; and we are not to des¬
pise the day of small thing's, but to praise Cod that he
worketh in us any thing that is well-pleasing in his sight,
hoping that he will sanctify us throughout, and bring vsf
at last to perfection of holiness through Jesus Christ
our Lord. And we should carefully observe, in all
things, that good lesson of the apostle, " not to think
cj ourselves more highly than we ought to think » but
to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every
;
pgtan the measure of faith," Rom. xii. 3.
i
•
-

a

-

DIRECTION XIII.
Endeavour (Vi.iger.My'to rrr-.Ve the right
in the word of G'>d,-for the

ÿ

use nf

*H rroens nppntnted

obtaining' and practising lintmese,

«mty in tHis way of believing in Christ, and welting in him, ac-

. cording to your new atate hy faith.

EXPLICATION.
Tins might have been added to the instructions in

the explication of the former direction, because its
use is the same, to guide us in the mysterious manner

of practising holiness in Christ, by the life of faith ; but
the rveight and comprehensiveness of it, niaketh it wor¬
thy to be treated of by itself, as a distinct direction. Two things are observable in it.

First, that though all holiness be effectually attain¬
ed by the life of faith in Christ, yet the use of any
means appointed in the word for attaining and promot¬
ing holiness, is not hereby made void, but rather es¬
tablished. This is needful to be observed against the
pride and ignorance of some carnal gospellers, who,
being puffed up with a conceit of their feigned faith,
imagine themselves to be in such a state of perfection, 0
that they are above all ordinances, except singing halle¬
lujahs ; and also against the Papists, that run into the »
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contrary extreme, by heaping together a multitude of
means of holiness, which God never commanded,
neither ever came they into his heart, and that slander
pÿotestant doctrine of faith and free grace, as if"
"itthe
tended to destroy all diligent use of the means of
holiness and salvation, arid to breed up a company of
lazy Solifidians." We do indeed assert and profess,

238
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that " a true and lively faith in Christ is alont . fficient
and effectual, through the grace of God, to receive'
Christ and all his fulness, so far as it is necessary iff
this life, for our justification, sanctification, and eternal
salvation
but yet we also assert and profess, that
several
means
are appointed of God for the beget¬
"
ting, maintaining, and increasing this faith, and the
acting and exercising it, in order to the attainment of
t> its end ; and these means are to be used diligently,"
which are mentioned in the sequel.
True, believers find, by experience, that their faith
needeth no such helps, and they that think themselves
above any need of them, do reject the counsel of God,
against themselves, like to those proud Pharisees and
lawyers, that thought it a thing beneath them, and re¬
Luke vii. 30. Yet we
fused to be baptized of John lawful
to be used, for
account no means necessary or
the attainment of holiness, besides those that are ap¬
pointed bv God in his word. We know that holiness
® is a part oiour salvation ; and therefore they that think
men may, or can invent any means effectual for the at¬
tainment of it, do ascribe their salvation partly to men,
and rob God of his glory, in being our only saviour ;
and they do thereby plainly shew, that though they
" draw nigh unto God with their mouth, and honour
him with their lips, yet their hearts are far from him."
And in vain do they worship him, " teaching for doc¬
trines the commandments of men," Mat. xv. 7, 8, 9..
The second thing observable, and principally derj signed in this direction, is, the right manner of using
all the means 6f holiness, for the obtaining and practis¬
ing it no other way, besides that of believing in Christ,

,
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and walking in him, according to our new state by faith ;
which hath been demonstrated to be the only way
whereby we may effectually attain to this end. We most
use them as helps to the life of faith, in its beginning,
continuance, and- growth ; and as instruments subservi¬
ent to faith, the principal instrument, in ail its acts and
exercises, whereby the soul receiveth Christ, and walketb, in all holiness by him. We must beware, lest we
use them rather in opposition than in subordination to
the way of sanctification and salvation, by free grace in
Christ, through faith ; and lest, by our abuse of them,
they be made rather hindrances than helps to our faith.
Ve must not idolize any of the means, and put them
into the place of Christ, as the Papists do, by trusting
in them ;as if they were effectual to confer grace to the
soul, by the work that is done in the use of them. Nei¬
ther may we use them as works of righteousness, to be
performed as conditions for procuring the favour of
God, and Christ's salvation. Neither must they be
accounted so absolutely necessary to salvation, as if a
true faith were void, and of none effect, when we are
debarred from the enjoyment of several of them. The
holy scriptures, with all the means of grace appointed
therein, are " able to make us wise unto salvation," no
Other way than;" by faith in Jesus Christ," 2 Tim. iii.15.
And therefore,, our wisp endeavour must be, not to use
Igfjn in any opposition, tp the grace of God in Christ.
For pod's ordinances are like the cAeruOims qf gloryi,
hiade with their faces looking toumrds the mercy seat.
They are made, to guide us to Christ for salvation by
faith alone. If, any. turp them to appthef use, it is a
xjr eat yiolat 1on of divine institutions j as if any sacriJtjdfiusÿperson had presumed ta turn the faces of the
.ftjom -the mercy spat some other way.
rightÿ Pse of thp means of grape is a point
wÿjereip.many are ignorÿntj that usef them with great
•efcÿgrrdÿdiligciic c:; and thereby they,do,not only lose
.ÿÿÿÿfab;qur,ÿan4 the benefit of the means, .but also
-Uvey wrest and pervert them tp their own. destruction.
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The Jews, under the law of Moses, enjoyed many inert
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ordinances of divine worship than We do under the
gospel ; but their table became their snare, and they
fell miserably from God and Christ, because the "veil
of ignorance was upon their hearts," that they could
not look to the end of those ordinances, even to the
Lord Jesus Christ, and 44 they sought not salvation by
faith, but by the ordinances, as works of righteousness,
and by other works of the law : for 44 they stumbled
at the stumbling-stone," Rom. ix. 31, 32, and x. 4, 5.

4

2 Cor. iii. 13, 14. That you may not stumble and fall
shall shew particularly
by the same pernicious error, I
how several of -the principal means of holiuess, appoint¬
ed in the word of God, are to be made use of in that
light manner expressed in the direction.
1. "We must endeavour diligently to know the nnrd
of God, contained in the holy scripture, and to improve
it to this ehd, that we may be "made wise unto salva¬
tion, through faith that is in Christ Jesus," 2 Tim. iii.1J.
Other means of salvation' are necessary to the mow
abundant well being- of our faith, and of our new state
in Christ ; but this is absolutely necessary to the very
being thereof : because faith cometh by hearing of the
word of God, snd receiveth Christ as manifested in
the word; as Ihave before proved. Rahab the Canaanite was justified by faith, before she had any visible
communion with the church inany of God's ordinances,:
"yet not without the word of God, even the same word,
for substance, whifch was written in the scriptures, and
was thfcn- extant in the books of Moses ; though that
word was not brought to her by any book of holy scrip¬
ture, nor by the preaching of any holy minister, but by
the report of the heathens, Josh. ii. 9,11. But here
our great work must be, to get such a knowledge of
the word, as is necessary and sufficient to guide us in
receiving' Christ, and walking in him by faith. You
must' not be of their mind that think the knowledge of
the ten commandments to be sufficient to salvation, or
that would have mysteries to remain hid from "the un-
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demanding of the vulgar, and nothing to be preached
them but what they can readily assent to, and re¬
ceive by the light that is in all men : of wljich mind,
it may be, some ministers are, who unwittingly agree
with the quakers in a fundamental of their heresy. But
you must endeavour chiefly, to know the mystery of
" the Father and the Son," as it is discovered in the
gospel, " wherein are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and. knowledge," Col. ii. 2, 3, " which to know is life
eternal," John xvii. 3 ; and the ignorance of it is death
,2 Cor. iv. 3. You must know, that " Christ is
te end of the law," Rom. x. 4 ; and therefore you
tp

Scri\alendeavour

to know the commands of the law ;
not that you may be enabled, by that knowledge to prac¬
tise them immediately, and so to procure salvation by
xyour works ; but. rather by your knowledge of them,
you may be made sensible of your inability to perform
them, and of the enmity that is in your heart against
them, and the wrath that you are under for breaking
them, and the impossibility of being sayed by your own
rvfrks ; that so you may fly to Christ for refpge, and
,trust only to the free grace of God for justification, and
, ÿstrength to fulfil the law acceptably, through Christ, in
your conversation. And, for this end, you must en¬
deavour to learn the utmost strictness of the commands,
ÿtfhe exact perfection and spiritual purity which they
ÿ
•require, that you may be more convinced of sin, ana
Stirred up to seek unto Christ for remission of sin, for
purity of heart, and spiritual obedience, and he brought
, -nearer to the enjoyment of him ; as Christ testifieth
-that the scribe, ,,who understood the greatness .of that
[ÿcommand, of loving the Lordwith allthe heart and sold,
..was not far from the kingdom of God Mat. xii. 34.
%. The most effectual knowledge for your salvation, is,
ijto understand these two points ; the desperate sinful¬
ness and misery of your own natural condition, and the
ijadone sufficiency of the grace of God in Christ for your
vsalvation ; that you may be abased as to the flesh, and
jjexalted in Christ alone. And, for the better under-

must
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standing these two main points, you should learn how
"the first Adam was the figure of the second," Rom*
V. 14 ;how sin and death came upon atf the naturalseed
of the first Adam, by his disobedience in eating" thefortbidden fruit, and how righteousness and everlasting lifh
242

,

came upon all the spiritual seed of the second Adam

Jesus Christ, by "his obedience unto death, ereri the
death of the cross." You should learn the true differ

-

ence between the two covenants, the old and the nexv, or

tjie law and the gospel ;that the former shutteth tis up
tinder the guilt and power of sin, add the wrath of God s
dnd his curse, by its rigorous terms, "-do all the com¬
mandments and live; mza? cursed are you, if you do
them not, and fail in the least point : the letter openeth
the gates of righteousness and life to all believers, (i. e.
the new covenant) by its gracious terms, believe mthe
Lord Jesus Christ, and live," i.e. all your sins shall
be forgiven, and holiness and glory shall be given to
you freely, by his merit and Spirit.
&
Furthermore ; you should learn the gospel principles
that you'are to walk by, for the attainment of holiness
shall mind you particularly, that
in Christ. And here I
you would be a good proficient in christian learning, if
you get a good understanding of the sixth and seventh
& fchapters of the apostle Paul to the Romans ; where the
powerful principles of sanctification are purposely treat¬
ed of," andTlifferenFed"frohi those weak and ineffectual
principles, which we are most naturally prone to walk
need not particularly commend any other points
by. I
of religion to your learning; for, if you get the know¬
have mentionedÿ
ledge of these principal points, which I
find improve it to a right end, which is to live and walk
by faith in Christ, "yOGfF Own renewed mind will covet
the knowledge of all other things that appertain to life
and godliness ; and, " if in any other thing you |je otherswise minded," than is according to saving truth, " God
shall reveal even this unto you*" Phil. iii. 15. Yet, let
me caution you, lest, instead of gaining Christ by your
knowledge, you rather lose him, by putting your knowDigitized by kjooole
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ledge in the place of Christ, and trusting on it for your
salvation. One cause of the Jews perishing was, that
" they rested in a form of knowledge, and of the truth
in the law," Rom. ii. 20. And doubtless, all that many
Christians will gain by their knowledge in the end, will
only be, to be beaten with, more stripes ; because they
place their religion and salvation chiefly in the know¬
ledge of their Lord's will, and in their ability to talk
and dispute of it, " without preparing themselves to do
according thereunto," Luke xii. 47. Much less are you
to place your religion and hope of salvation, in a daily
task of reading chapters, or repeating sermons, without
understanding more than the papists do their latin mass
lessonsTanl canonical hours ; as sad experience sheweth,
that many seemingly devout and frequent hearers of the
word, do notwithstanding remain in lamentable and
ÿwonderful ignorance of the saving truth. And in them
is fulfiled the prophecy of Esaias, "that in hearing
they shall hear, and not understand; and, in seeing,
they shall see, and not perceive," Mat. xiii. 14, 15.
2. Another means to be used diligently for the pro¬
moting the life of faith, is, examination of our state and
-ways, according- to the word of God; whether we be, at
present, in a state of sin and wrath, or of grace and sal¬
vation ; that, if we be in a state of sin, we may know
our sickness, and come to the great physician, while it
is called to-day ; and, if we be in a state of grace, we
may know that w.e are of the truth, and assure our hearts
before God, with the greater confidence,by the testimony
of a good concience, 1 John iii. 19, 21: that so our
hearts may be more strongly comforted by faith, and
established in every good work; and that, if our ways
he evil, we may turn from them to the Lord our God,
through Christ ; " without whom none cometh to the
Father," Lam. iii. 40. John xiv. 6. But your great care,
in this work of self-examination, must be, to perform
it in such a manner, that it may not hinder and destroy
the life of faith, as it doth in many, instead of promo¬
ting it. Therefore, beware, lest you trust upon your
,y
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self-examination rather than upon Christ ; as some do,
that think they have made their peace with God, mere¬
ly because they have examined themselves upon fh'etr
sick-bed, or before receiving the Lord's supper, though
they have found themselves stark naught, and do not
depend on Christ, to make them better, but on their
own decffitful purposes and resolutions.
Think not that you must begin this work with doubt¬
ing, whether God will extend mercy to you, and save
. .' you ; and that you must leave this a question wholly
under debate, until you have found out,how to resolve
'
it by self-examination. This is a common and very
' pernicious error in the the very foundation of this work,
# : which is hereby laid in the great sin of unbelief; which,
as soon as it prevailed}, doth, by its great influence, dash
and obscure all inward gracious qualifications, of peace,
' hope, joy, love to God and his people, before they be at
all tried, whether they can give any good evidence of
• their salvation. And it makes people Willing to think
® their own qualifications better than they are, lest they
should fall into an utter despair of their salvation ; and
thus it wholly marreth the good work of self-examina¬
tion, and maketh it destructive to our souls ; for " to
them tliat are defiled and unbelieving, there is nothing
pure," Titus i. 15. You should rather begin the w6rk
with much assurance of faith, that though you may at
present find your heart never so wicked and reprobate,
(as many of God's> choicest servants have found) yet
the door of mercy is open for you, and that God will
certainly save you forever, if you put your trust in bis
grace through Christ.
have formerly shewed, that this confident persuasion
I
* • is of the nature of saving faith, and that we have suffi¬
cient ground for it in the free promise of the gospel,
when we walk in darkness and can see no bfht shiihng
forth in our gracious qualifications. If we begin the
work with this confidence, it will make us impartial,
and not afraid to find out the worst of ourselves, ancl
willing to judge, that our u hearts are deceitful above
244
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all things, and desperately wicked" beyond what we
can find out, Jer. xvii. 9. And, if we have any hohj qualifications, this confidence,will preserve them intheir
vigour and brightness, that they may be able tp give
clear evidence, that we are in. a state of grace. Mark
well the difference between these two questions-*—
Whether God will graciously accept and save me, thougfi
a vile sinner,through Christ ? as, was before said : and
Whether lam already brought into a state of salvation ?
The former of these, Isay, is to be resolved affirma¬
tively, by a confident faith in Christ, the latter is only
to be inquired into by self-examination. .
Misspend not your time, as many do, in poring upon
your hearts, to find whether you, be good enough to
trust on Christ fpr your salvation, or to find whether
you have any faith, before you dare to be so bold as to
.act faith in Christ. But know, that though you cannot
find- that you have any faith or holiness, yet if you will
" now believe on him that justifieth the ungodly, it shall
fee accounted to you for, righteousness," Rom. iv. 5.
And if you love Christ,, and your own soul, misspend
not your time in examining,, whether you have com¬
mitted the unpardonable,,sin against the Holy Ghost,
except it be with a full purpose to assure yourself, more
wnd more, that you are not guilty thereof; for any
doubtfulness in this pomt, will but harden you in un¬
belief.. Remember well, that the question to be resolv¬
ed,. is, xohether you be at present in a state of grace P and
to resolve it, you must be willing to know the best of
yourself, as well as the,worst : and you must not think,
that humility bindeth you to overlook your good quali¬
fications, and to take notice only of your corruptions.
.But your great work must be, to find whether there be
not some drop of saving grace in the ocean of your
corruption ? And it will consist well with humility, to
take notice of, and own any spark of true holiness that
is in you : because the praise and glory of it belongeth .
not to you, but to God, Phil. i. 11. And you must try
inherent grace by the touch-stone, not by die measure ;
V 2.
ÿ
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by its nature, not its degree ; not denying any lustings
of the Spirit in you, because of the strong lustitigs of
the flesh against the Spirit; or denying that you are
spiritual, in some-degree, and babes in Christ, because
you find yourselves carnal in a mote prevailing degree,
and the old man bigger than the new, Gal/v.1 l?i 1
Cor. ii. i:
Especially, you are to examine and prove, whether
you be in the faith ? For, if you make sure of this,
you make sure of all the things that pertain to life and
godliness : and, if you doubt this, you will certainly
doubt of the truth of any other qualifications, and will
suspect them to be merely carnal and counterfeit ; be¬
cause it is a known triith, that <to the itnbehevbig there
is nothing pure ; and all that have not truly received
Christ by faith, ÿre at present in an unregenerate state,
though they seem never so pure and godly, 2 Cor. xiit.
5. Tit. i. 15. And let not the issue of this trial depend
at all upon your knowledge of the time when, or of the
sermon-, conference, or place of scripture, by which you
-were first converted to the faith ; though that is good
to know too, if it may be. And some who have for¬
merly lived in gross ignorance, or in a manifest- oppo¬
sition to true faith and holiness, may know such circum*
stances of their conversion, and may reflect upon them
Comfortably, as the apostle Paul did, who was turned
of a sudden, from his persecuting rage, to be a disciple
and an aphstle of Jesus Christ } yet others, siticere be*
lievers, may be wholly ignorant of them, as John the
Baptist, who " was filled wifWthe Holy Ghost from
his mother's womb," Luke i.15 ; and they that have
been trained up religiously, and know the holy- scripture
', as Timothy, 2 Tim. iii. 15 ; yea,
from their childhood
many that are first turned from gross ignorance and
profaneness, to some external reformation, and then, in
process of time, brought nearer to the kingdom of
heaven, by insensible degrees, before they be really
new- begotten, by the spirit of faith. There are also
seme that deceive their souls, by imagining they know,
"
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at what time, and at what texts of scripture, they were
converted, and can make large discourses of the work¬
ings of God upon their hearts, and are prone to talk
unseasonably, with vain glorifying, of their own expe.riences ; when, at last, all their experiences are not
-sufficient to evidence, that they ever attained to the
least measure of true saving faith.
Therefore, that we may not unjustly condemn or just¬
ify our faith, by proceeding on insufficient evidences in
-its trial, our best way is, to examine'it by the insepa¬
rable properties of a true saving faith, by putting to our¬
selves such questions as these ; Are we made thorough¬
ly sensible ef onr sinfulness, and of the deadness and
misery of our natural state, so as to despair absolutely
for ever attaining to any righteousness, holiness, or true
happiness, while we continue in it ? Are the eyes of our
understanding enlightened, to see the excellency of
Christ, and the alone sufficiency and all-sufficiency
of his grace for our salvation ? Do we prefer the enjoy¬
ment of him alone above all things, and desire it with
our whole heart, as-our only happiness, whatsoever we
may suffer for his sake ? Do we desire, with our whole
heart, to be delivered from the power and practice of
sin, as .well as from the wrath of God, and pains of
hell ? Do our hearts come to Christ, and lay hold On
him for salvation, by trusting on him only, and endea¬
vouring to trust on him confidently, notwithstanding all
fears and doubts that assault us ? If you find in your¬
self a faith that hath these properties, though as small
as a grain of mustard-seed, and opposed with much
-unbelief and manifold corruptions in your soul, you
-may. conclude, that you are in a state of salv.tion at
present, and that your remaining work is, to continue
and grow in it more and more, and to walk worthy of it.
You should also examine the fruits of your faith, and
try whether you can shew your faith by your Works, as *
you are taught, James-iL 18 ; that you may be sure not
to be deceived in your judgment concerning it. And
have noted, that doubts concernthough it be true, as I
Dig tizod by
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ing your faith will breed doublings concerning the sin¬
cerity of other qualifications that are fruits thereof ;
yet possibly you may get such clear evidences of your
sincerity, as may overcome and expel all your doubts.
And here you are not only to inquire, whether your in¬
clinations, purposes, affections, and actions be materi¬
ally good and holy ; but also by what principles they are
bred and influenced ? whether it be by slavish fears of
hell, and mercenary hopes of getting heaven by your
works, which are legal and carnal principles that can
never breed true holiness or, by gospel principles, as
by love to God, because God hath loved you first, and
to Christ, because he hath died ; and by the hope of
eternal life, as the free gift of God through Christ, and
dependance on God, to sanctify you by his Spirit, ac¬
cording to his promises! Remember, that the Slew
Testament is the ministration of the Spirit, 2 Cor. iii.
6 ; and the Spirit will sanctify us, not by legal, but by
gospel principles.
Take notice further, that you need not trouble your¬
self, to find out a multitude of marks and signs of true
grace, if you cap find a few good ones. Particularly,
you may know, that " you are passed from death to life,
if you love the brethren," 1 John iii. 14 ;i, e. If" yen
love all whom you can in charity judge to be true be¬
lievers, and that because you apprehend they are belie¬
vers, and for the truth's sake, that dweUeth inthem* As
Solomon discerned the true mother of the child, by her
affection towards her child} so the mother-grace of faith
may be discerned by the love it breeds in us towards
oil true believers. To conclude this point, happy are
you, if you can find so much evidence of the fruits of
your faith, as may enable you to express your sincer¬
ity in these moderate terms, "Praÿfor us; for we trust
we have a good conscience, in all tilings, willing to live
honestly," Heb. xiii. 18.
3. Meditation on the word of God is of very-great use
$
and advantage for the attainment and practice of holi¬
ness through faith in Christ. It is a duty -whereby the.
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soul doth feed and ruminate upon the word as its spirit¬
ual food, and digesteth it, and turneth it into nourishirient, whereby we are strengthened for 6very good
-work. " Our"souls are satisfied therewith, as with mar¬
row and fatness ; when we remember God upon our
beds, and meditate on him in the night watches," Psal.
Ixiii. 5, 6. The new nature may well be called the
mind, Rom. vii. 25 ; because it liveth and acteth, hJ
minding and meditating on spiritual things. Therefore,
it is a duty to be practised, not only at some limited
times, "but all the day, Psal. cxix. 97 ; yea, day and
night,Psal. i. 2 ; even when engaged in all our ordinary
employments at home and abroad. A habitual know¬
ledge of the word will not profit us, without an active a
'
minding it by frequent meditation. Some think, that
much preaching of the word is not needful, where peo- .
pie are already brought to the knowledge of those things
that are necessary to salvation. But they that are re"
generated by the word, find, by experience, that their
spiritual life is maintained and increased by often mind¬
ing the same word : and therefore, " as new-born babes,
that desire the sincere milk of the word, that they may
grow thereby," 1 Pet. ii. 2 j and would, by the preach¬
ers, be often put in the remembrance of the same-things,
that they may feed upon them by meditation, though
they knew them already, and are established in the present truth,2 Pet. i. 12.
But here our greatest skill and chiefest concernment
lies, in "practising this duty in such a manner, as that it
may be subservient, and not at all opposite to the life
offaith. We must not rely upon the performance ot a /
daily task of meditation, as a work of righteousness'for
the procurement of the favour of God, instead of rely¬
ing on the righteousness of Christ ; as, indeed, we are
prone to do, to catch at any straw, rather than to trust
only on the free grace of God in Christ for our salva¬
tion. And the end of our meditation must not be mere
speculation and knowledge of the truth, but rather the
vigorous pressing it on our consciences, stirring our
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hearts to the practice of it. And, in stirring up1oarselves to a holy practice, we must warily observe, how
far the several parts of the truths of God are powerful
and effectual for the attainment of this end, that we
may make use of them accordingly. We must not
imagine, as too many do, yea, and some great masters
in the art of meditation, that we can bring our hearts
effectually to the love of God and holiness, and can
work strange alterations, and frame in our hearts anyholy qualifications or virtue, merely by working in our¬
selves strong apprehensions of God's eternal power and
Godhead, his sovereign authority, omniscience, perfect ,
holiness, exact justice, the equity of his law, and rea¬
sonableness ,of our obedience to it ;. the unspeakable
happiness prepared for the godly, and misery for the
\
wicked to all eternity.
Meditation* on such things as these, is indeed very
useful to press upon our consciences the strictness of
our obligation to holy duties, and to move us to go hy
faith to Christ, for life and strength to perform them.
But that we may receive this life and strength, where¬
by we are enabled for immediate performance, we must
meditate believing on Christ's saying benefits, as they
are discovered in the gospel ;which is the only doctrine
which is the power of God to our solvation, and where¬
by the quickening Spirit u is ministered to us, and that
is able to build us up, and give us an inheritanceamong
all them that are sanctified,? Rom. i. 16. 2 Cor. iii. 6.
Acts xx. 32. You must take special care to act faith
in your meditation : mix the word of God's grace with
it, or else it will not profit you, Heb. iv. 2. And if you
set the loving kindness of God frequently before your
eyes, by meditating on it believingly, you will be
strengthened to xvali in the truth, Psal, xxvi. 3 ; and,
by " beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, you
will be changed into the same linage, from glory to
glory, even by the Spirit of the Lord," 2 Cor. iii. 18.
This kind of meditation is sweet, and delightful to
those that are guided to it by the Spirit offaith; and
it needs not the help of such artificial methods ,y
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learn.
You
let
may
your thoughts
vulgar cannot easily
irun in at liberty, without confining them to any rules of
method. You will find your souls much enlivened by
it, and enriched with the grace of God, which cannot
be effected by any other kind of meditation, though it
be never so methodical, and curiously framed accord¬
ing to the rules of art.
4. The sacrament of baptism must needs be of great
Use to promote the life of faith, if it be made use of ac¬
cording to its nature and institution ;because it is a seal
was for¬
of the righteousness offaith, as circumcision
merly, llom. iv. 11. But then we must take heed of
making it a seal of the contrary righteousness of -works /
as the carnal Jews did, that sought to be justifiedby the.
law of Moses ;and, as many christians do, that " trans¬
form the new covenant into a covenant of works, re¬
quiring sincere obedience to all the laws of Christ, as
the condition of our justification;" into which new de¬
vised covenant they think themselves to be entered by
their baptism. Imay say of baptism, thus perverted
and abused, as the apostle saith of circumcision, "bap¬
tism verily profiteth, if thou keep the law ; but if thou
be a breaker of the law, thy baptism is made no bap¬
tism," Bom. ii. 25. If thou be baptised, so long as
thou continuest in the abuse of that holv ordinance,
ÿÿ"Christ shall profit you nothing ; Christ is become of
Bone effect to' you ; ye ares fallen from free grace,"
Gal. v. 2,4.
'Beware also of making an idol of baptism, and put¬
ting it in'the place of Christ, as the papists do, who
hold, that it conferreth grace by the very work that is
performed in the administration of it ; and as many ig¬
norant people do, that trust rather on their baptism,
than on Christ ; like the Pharisees, who placed their
confidence on circumcision and other external privi¬
leges, Phil. iii. 4, 5. We are to know, that God " is not
Weil pleased with many that are baptised," 1Cor. x. 2.
and the time wiH come, when he will punish the bap¬
tised with the unbaptised, as well as the circznncisnd with
•the uncircwnc'tsedy Jer. ix. 25.
Digitized by
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Beware also of advancing baptism to an equalpartner¬
ship withfaith in your salvation.; as some do, who "ac¬
count all baptism null and void, besides that which is
administred to persons grown up to years, of discretion;
and they that refuse to be rebaptised at these years, . are
to be accounted aliens from the true church, from Christ,
and his salvation, notwithstanding, all their faith in
Christ. If the baptism of infants were null and void ;
yet the want of true baptism would be no d amning mat¬
ter to those that are otherwise persuaded. Circumci¬
252

sion was as necessary as baptism in its time ; and yet the
Israelites omitted it for the space of forty years in the
wilderness, without fearing, that any would fall short
of salvationfor want of it, Josh. v. 6, 7. Many pre¬
cious saints, in the primitiv&times of persecution,having
gone to heaven through a baptism of suffering for the
name of Christ,before they had opportunity to be baptis¬
ed with water. And in those ancient times, when, the
custom of deferring baptism too much prevailed, we are
not to thiuk that none were in a state of salvationby faith
in Christ, that deferred the ordinance or neglected it.
Take notice further, that it is not sufficient to avoid
the pernicious errors of those that pervert baptism, con¬
trary to its institution ; but you must be also diligentin
improving it to the ends for which it was instituted. And
here let me desire you to put the question seriously to
your souls, what good use do you make of your baptism,
How often or seldom do you think upon it ? The vulgar
sort of christians, yea, it may be feardd, many sincere
converts do sodittle think upon their own baptism, and
study to make a due improvement of it,that it is of no
more profit to their souls than if they never, had been
baptised ; yea, their sin is the more aggravated, by ren¬
dering such an ordinance of none-effect to their souls,
through their own gross neglect. Though baptism be ad¬
ministered to us but once in our lives; yet we ought fre¬
quently to reflect upon it, and upon all occasions to. put
the question to ourselves, 'unto what were we baptised?'
Acts xix. 3. What does this ordinance seal? what did itengage us to ? And accordingly we must stir up and
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strengthen ourselves by our baptism to lay hold on the
grace which it seals to us, and to fulfil its engagements*
We shouldoften remember, that we are made Christ's
disciples by baptism, and engaged to hear him, rather
than Moses, and to believe on him for our salvation ; as
John baptised with the baptism of repentance, saying to
the people, that " they should believe on him that should
come after him, " i. e. on Christ Jesus. We should re¬
member that our baptism sealed our " putting on of
Christ, and our being the children of God by faith in
Christ, " and our being no longer under theformer school¬
mastery the law, Gal. iii. 25, 26, 2 7 ; and that it sealed
to us the " putting off the body of sin, " and our burial
"
and resurrection with Christ by -faith, " and the " forgiv¬
ing of our trespasses," Col. ii. 12, 13. Our being made
members of one body,Christ ; and to drink into one Spirit,
Cor. xii. 12, 13. We may find by such things as these,
which are more fully discovered in the gospel, that it is
the proper nature and tendency of baptism, to guide us
to faith in Christ alone for remission of sins, holiness',
ÿand all salvation,by union arid fellowship with him ;and
that a diligent improvefnent of this ordinance, must
needs be of great advantage to the life of faith.
5. 'ITie Sacrament of the Lordÿs Supper is as a spiritual
feast to nourish otir faith, and to strengthen us to walk
in all holiness fey Christ living and working in"us, if it be
•used according to the pattern which Christ gave us in its
•ftrst institution, recorded by the three evangelists, Mat.
xxvii* 26—26. Mark xiv. 22 24. Luke xxii. 19,
ÿ20 ; and was extraordinarily revealed from heaven by
Christ himself to the apostle Paul, 1 Cor. xt. 23—
25. ; that we might be the more obliged and stirred up
to the exact observation of it. Its end is not only that
we may remember Christ's death in the history, but in
the mystery of it ; as that his body was brokenfor us, that

—

his blood is the bloodof the nexo testament, or covenant,
"• shed'for us, and for many, for the remission of sins ;
-that so We riftay receive and enjoy all the promises of the
new covenant Which are recorded, Heb. viii. 10—12.
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Its end is,to remind us, that Christ's body and blood are
bread and drink, even all-sufficient food to nourish our
souls to everlasting life ; and that we ought to take, and
eat, and drink him by faith, and to assure us, that, when
we, " truly believe on him, he is as really and closely
united to us by his spirit, as the food which we eat and
drink is united to our bodies." Christ himself (John vi.)
doth more fully explain this mystery.
Furthermore—this sacrament doth not only put us in
mind of the spiritual blessings wherewith we are blessed
in. Christ, and our enjoyment of them by faith, hut also
it is a mean and instrument, whereby God doth really
exhibit and give forth Christ and his salvation to true be¬
lievers, to receive and feed upon Christ by present act¬
ings of faith, while they partake of the outward ele¬
ments. When Christ saith, Eat, drink ; this is my bo;
dy, this is my blood, " no less can be meant, than that '
Christ doth as truly give his body and blood to true be¬
lievers in that ordinance, as the bread and CUP » ÿ
they do as truly receive it by faith. As, if a prince in¬
vest a subject in some honourable office,, by deliyering to
him a staff, a sword, or a signet ;and say to him, " tak«
this staff, sword, or signet ; this is such an office or pre¬
or if a father should deliver a deed for con¬
ferment
veyance of land to his son, and say, " tak,e it as thy own;
this is siwh a farm or manor;" how can such e?9res'
sions import any thing less,, in common sense, and reason,
than a present, gift, and conveyance; of the offices, piÿ
ferments, and lands, by and with those outward sign®'Therefore the apostle Paul asserteih, that the bread in
the Lord's supper, " is the communion of the body ot
Christ, and the cup is die communion of his bipod,' I
Cor. x. 16 ; widely she weth, that Christ's body . aDd
blood are really communicated to us, and WP do really '
take of them, as well as of the bread and cup., j , i
The chief excellency and advantage of this ordiaaM?
is, that it is not only afigure and resemblance ©f,<W W"
ingtipon a cruci tied Saviour, but also , a precious fiistrSf
ment, whereby Christ, the bread and drink,
really,conveyed to us, and received by us, through fa'1"254
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This makes it to be a loVe-token, worthy of that
affection towards,us, which filled Christ's heart at the
time when he instituted it, when he was on the point of
finishing his greatest work of lcve, by " laying down his
life for us," lCor. xi. 23. And this is diligently to be
observed, that we may make a right improvement of
this ordinance, and receive the saving benefits of it.
One reason why many do little esteem, and seldom
or never partake of this ordinance, and do findlittle ben¬
efit of it, is, because they falsely imagine, that God in it
only holds1fdrth naked signs and resemblances of Christ
• and his salvation, which they account to be held forth
so plainly in scripture, that they need not the help of
such a sign ; whereas, if they understood, that God
doth really give Christ himself to their faith, by and with
those signs and resemblances, they would prize it as
the most delicious feast, and be desirous to partake of
it on all opportunities, Acts ii. 42. and xx. 7.
- Another reason why many partake seldom or never of
this
ordinance, and know little of the benefit of it, is be¬
'
cause they think themselves broughtby itinto great dan¬
ger of eating and drinking their own damnation :accord¬
ing to those terrifying words of the apostle, " for he that
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh
damnation to himself,not discerning the Lord's body," 1
Cor. xi. 29. Therefore they account it the safest way,
wholly to abstain from such a dangerous ordinance ; or
that once a year is enough to run so great a hazard. And.
if they be brought to it sometimes by constraint of con science, their slavish fears bereave them of all comfort¬
able fruit of it. So that instead of striving to receive
Christ and his salvation therein, they account themselves
to have succeeded well, if they come off without the sen¬
tence of damnation ; as the Jewish Rabbies wrote, that
the High Priest's life was so eminently hazarded by his
entering once a year into the holy of holies,that he stay¬
ed there as little time as he could, lest the people should
think him to be struck dead by the hand of God ; and
when he was come forth alive, he usually made a feast
«f thanksgiving for joy of so great a deliverance.
by

Google

THE 0O8PEL MYSTERY
But there is no reason why we should be so muchter,rified by those words of the apostle ; for they were dart¬
256

ed against sueh a gross profanation of the Lord's sup¬
per among the Corinthians, as we may easily avoid byobserving the institution of it, which the apostle propqseth to them as a sufficient remedy against jthe gross abuse, in not discerning or differencing the. Lord's body
from, other bodily food, and partaking of it as their own
supper with such disorder, thatone was hungry, and an¬
other drunken. Besides, that terrifying word damnation>
may be rendered more mildly judgment , as it is in the
margin; yea, the apostle himself, ver. 32, doth interpret
it of a merciful, temporal judgment, whereby we are
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be con¬
"demned
with the world."
We are indeed prone to sin, in receiving this ordi¬
nance unworthily, and so we are also to pollute, more or
less, all other holy things that we meddle with. So that
the consideration of our danger might fill us with sla¬
vish fear in the use of all other means of grace, as w ell
as of this, were it not, that we have a great High.
Priest, to bear the iniquity of our holy.things,, Exod.
xxviii. 38 ;under the covert of whose righteousness we
are to draw near unto God, without slavish fear, in the
' full assurance faith,in this as well as in otht: holy or¬
of
dinances ; and we are to rejoice in the Lord in this spi¬
ritual feast, as the jews were boundto do in their solemn
feasts, Deut. xvi. 14, 15.
There are other abuses of this ordinance, like to those
of baptism fore-mentioned, whereby it is rendered oppo¬
site rather than subservient to the life of faith. Some
put it in the place of Christ, by trusting on it aa a work .
of righteoiisness for procuring God's favo.ur, or an ordÿr
nance sufficient to confer grace to the so pi by tjie very
work wrought. Others make it so necessary, that they
account faith as not sufficient without it; and. therefore
they will partake of it, if they can possibly,,though it
be in a disorderly manner,upon their sick-beds,when they
are in fear of death, as their viaticum. The, Papists dp
horribly idolize it by their figment of transubstantiat'ion,
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and the adoration of their breaden god, and their sacri¬
fice of the,mass for the sins of the quick and the dead.
We ought warily to conceive, that the true body and
blood of Christ are given to us, with the bread and wine,
in a spiritual mysterious manner, by the unsearchable
operation of the holy Spirit, uniting- Christ end us toge¬
ther by faith,without any transubstantiation in the out¬

ward elements.
6. Prayer is to be made use of as a mean of living
by faith in Christ, according to the new man. And it
is the making our requests with supplication and thanks¬
giving. That it is to be used so, as an eminent mean,
appears, because God requireth it, 1 Thess. v. 17. 'iom.
xii. 1,2 ; it is our priestly work, 1 Pet, ii. 5. compared
with Psalm cxli. 2; and the property of saintsj 1 Cor.
i. 2 j and God is a prayer-hearing God, Psalm lxv. 2.
God will be prayed to by his people, for the benefit that
he is minded to bestow upon them, when once he hath
enabled them to pray; though at first he is found of
them that seek him not, Ezek. xxxvi. 37. Phil. i. 19, 2Q;
that he may prephre them for thanksgiving, and make
benefits double benefits to them, Psalm Ixvi. 16 19.
and 1.15, 2 Cor. i. 10, 11. Though his will be not
changed by this means, yet it is accomplished, ordina¬
rily* and his purpose is to accomplish it this way. And,
therefore, trusting assuredly should not make us neglect,
but father perform this duty, 2 Sam. vii. 27. Christ,
the mediator of the new covenant, by whom justifica¬
tion and Sanctifieation are promised,is also the mediator
for acceptance of our prayefs, Heb. iv.,15, 16. . The
spirit that sanctifieth us, begeteth us in Christ, and
sfteweth the things of Christ to us, is £ spirit of prayer,
yZech. xii. 10. Gal. iv. 6. He is as fire inflaming the
soul, and making it to mount upward in prayer to God.
Prayerkss people are dead to God. If they are -chil¬
dren of Zion, yet they are but still-born, dead children,
they Cry not Acts ix. 11;not written among the living in
Jerusalem,' Heathens in nature, though Christians in
uame, Jer. x> 25. It is a duty so great, that it is put for
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-all the service of God, as a fundamental duty, which
if it be done, the rest will be done well, and not without
it; and other ordinances ©f worship are helps to it, Isa.
lvi. 7. It is the great meant whereby faith doth exert
itself to perform its whole work, and poureth itself forth
in all holy desires and affections, Psalm Ixii. 8; and so
yields a sweet savour, as Mary's box of precious spiknard, Mark xiv. 3. John xii. 3 ;and so the same promi¬
ses are made to faith and prayer, Rom. x. 11—13. It is
our continual incense and sacrifice whereby we offer
ourselves, our - hearts, affections, and - lives to God,
Psalm cxli. 2.
IVse act all grace! in it ; and must »et in this way, or
else we are not likely to act it in any other way. Aid
es we act grace, so we obta& grace by it, andalt holi¬
ness, PsaL exxxviii. 3. Luke xi. 13. Heb. re. 16. Fsat.
Ixxxi. 10. Our riches come m by it. -Israel prevails
while Moses holds up his -hands, Exod. xvii.ll. %
prayer Hannah is strengthened against her sono#Sr;l
Sam. i. 15, 18. Peaceis continued, Phil.iv.6, T* thedh*
ordered soul is set in order by it, as Hannah, 1
18. PsaL xxxti. 1—5. Intensetvasstill fo/rwS'Wftilew
lamps tvere dretserf, Exod. Kxx. f, 8. -It m adddd-tohht
spiritual armour, not as a particular piece Of it,ibutmk
means of patting on all, and making use of aliaright,
that we may stand in the evil day, Kph. vii 1g;- It i»i
means of transfiguring us into-the- likeness ÿpfGhrtst'i*
holiness,andmaking our spirituaifaces to
was transfigured bodily, Whilst he prayed, Loke.is- *ft
and Moses'face 6hone, whilst hefaiked withGoth'Emd.
xxxiv. 89. Jienee the frequent tide -of this dtity is*®®mended to us, Epbi vit 18. preying- ahvays, •natt wt'
sens took opportunities', and by the exampleof-th* saifl#»
in public with the congregation, Acts iL4S.and »
31, Solemn acts of prayer should be continued dWy
Mat. vi* 11. yea, several timesia a day, as mornfogW*
evening- sacrifice, Han. vi, 40. Real.
Psal. lv. 17. besides special tccastont, Joor. W.y
and brief ejaculations that hinderJtwt-!other
Psal. exxix. 8. 2 Sam, xv. 31. Neh. ii.4. prayers should
j
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be solemn in our closets, Mat. vi. 6. infamilies Acts x.
30,31. And as sacrifices were multiplied on the Sab¬
bath days, and days of atonement, at other appointed
seasons, Numb, xxviii. besides the continual burnt of¬
ferings-; so ought prayersalso.

In a word a christian Ought to give up himself emi¬
nently to this afefft/,-Psal. cix. 4. without limits, Psal.
cxix. 164. But the great work is to practise this duty
rightly for holiness, only by faith in Christ. Here we
had need say, " Lord teach us to pray," Luke xi. 1. and
that not only as to the matter, but as to the manner; both
which are taught by Christ, in some measure, in that
brief pattern of prayer which he tgught his disciples.
But for the understanding of it, we must consult the
whole word, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. And we have need of
the Spirit of Christ, to guide us in the duty ; and there¬
fore we are taught to pray by the Spirit, i. e. the Holy
Ghost, Jude 20. Eph. ii. 18. The Spirit of Godonly
guideth and enableth our souls to pray aright. And,
that you may do so, take these rules :
1. You must pray with your hearts and spirits, Isa.
xxvi. 9. John iv; 24. where the Spirit of Christ, and of
prayer, principally residesIGal. iv. 6. Eph. i. 17. with
understanding, 1 Con xiv. 15, 16. for we are renewed
in knowledge, Col. iii. 10. 2 Pet. i. 3. so that praying
in ignorance cannot sanctify; And it must be with sin¬
cere hearty desire of the good things we ask in prayer ;
for God seeth the heart, Psal. lxii. 8. Prayer is chief¬
ly a heart work, Psal. xxvii.vfil; God heareth the heart
without the mouth, but never heareth the mouth ac¬
ceptably without the heart, 1 Sam. i. 13. Your prayer
is odious hypocrisy, mocking of God, and taking his
name in vain, when you utter petitions for the coming
of his kingdom, and doing of his will, and yet hate god¬
liness in your heart. This is lying to God and flatter¬
ing with your lips, but no true prayer ;and so God takes
it, Psal. lxxviii. 36. And you must have a sense of
your wants and necessities, and that God only can sup¬
ply them, aChron. xx. 12. And fervency-, in those de¬
sires is required, Jam. v. 16. And you must pray with
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attention, minding yourselves what you pray, or else
canrot expect that God should mind it, Dan. ix.
Watch unto it, l.Pet. iv. 7. Set yoifrselves to this
duty intently. God seeth where your hearts are wan¬
dering when you pray without attention, Ezek. xxxiii.
21. When jou say never so many, prayers without!
understanding, attention, affection, it is not praying at
all, but sinning, and playing the hypocrite ; aa papists
mumble over their Latin prayers upon beads by tale,
prating like parrpts what they cannot understand. And
thus ignorant people say over their forms of English
prayers, and account they have well discharged thehduty, though their heart prayed none at all, and they
were minding other things. This is a mere lip-labour
and bodily exercise, offering a dead carcase to God j
plain deceit, Mai. i. 13, 14. aform of godlinets,with
denying the power, 2 Tim. iii. 5. whereby popery hath,
cheated the world of the power of this, and,id} other
holy ordinances. "They say, God mindaandtlftfWR
what they speak and approves it." Ianswer, Uhcwjflg
.them so as to judge them for hypocrites, and profane
persons, for not knowing, minding,and approving what
, Me hath no pleasure up.
they jutter ,themselves
"
fopls," Eccl. v. 1,4. They would not deal sp with,ah
f
earthly prince.
. 2. You must pray in the name of Christ / for the aptfr
rit glorifies Christ, John fcvi> 14, wad leadtth ua to God
through Christ, Ephvli.Ufii As Ihafye; shewed, that
ivalhing in thedpirit,>an<Xw(dlmg..mÿhrittfm«Xi>met:
so, praying in the Spirit, and by and through;Christ*
And as we pre; to walk in the mute ofthe Lord, and like¬
wise tp. do all things in his name, so we are to pray irt
his name, as he has also commanded Us, John xiv. 13$
14. It is not enough jto conclude our prayers, through
Jesus Christ our Lord', but we ntusJt come for blessiugf.
garments of our eÿder brotherv«nd mustcdepend
upon his wprthiness.und strength .for all. , So alsn
must praise God/or illthings itiMs name,:v* things reÿ
ceived for his,sake, and by him, Epfo v. 20. We must
onÿfeis strength only, and. plead nothing, and
you
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own nothing, for our acceptance, but him. We must
qot plead our own works arrogantly, like the proud
pharisee, Luke xviii. 11, 12. except only as fruits of
grace,. and rewards of grace, Isa. xxxviii. 3. Praying
in, the Spirit,is upon gospel, not legal principles, liom.
viii. 6. 2 Cor. iii. 3. with great humiliation, and sense
of unworthiness, Psal. li. with broken spirit ; with dcs->
pair of acceptance, otherwise than upon Christ's ac¬
count, Dan ix. 18. If your enlargements, strugglings,
fcjpkings, have been never so great ; yet without this all

ÿpbominable.
f St Hence you must not think to be accepted for the
goodness of yoiir prayers, and trust on them as works of
righteousness ; which is making idols of your prayers,
pnd putting them into the place of Christ ; quite con¬
trary tarraying in the name of Christ. Thus.the papists
hppe to be saved by saying their tale of prayers upon
ir, bead-rows ; and they have indulgences granted
upftm/their saying so many prayers, and' of such Sort.
xÿaÿSOme ignorant protectants trust on their prayers as
(wimSiOf. righteousness ;and they think one prayer to be
jgjgipjftcceptable than another, by reason of the holtholy men ;especially
ftheform, if it were made by
i\s frqyer,. which they use to help them in any
fnce or danger ; how little soever they can apply it
Cÿpwn case, they make an idol of it. And some
Others places of scripture, as a spell or charm,
riyq qway the Devil. And others think their prayJSWE®. acceptable in one place than another, by reaÿthe holiness pf the,place, John iy» 21, 24.1 Tint.
%j.'$>thers trust on their much speaking, Mat. vi. 7.
l>jjhey call the enlarging of their hearts. They
u
off God, and to stop the mouth of confence with a few prayers, and so to live as they list.
"

i&Jfray tp Gpd your father through Christ as your
WC* ia.faith of remission of sins, and your accep-

rfwithjSod, and the obtaining all other things which

djesire, of him, as Jar as is necessary for your salva-

ÿagi. ji, y—7. andv. 45.

1John v. 14,. 15. Mark

lxii..§• lxxxvi. 7. lv. 16. JtVij.
,y
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1. and xvii. 6. This is prayiug in Christ, Eph. li. ISP?
and by the " Holy Ghost, the spirit of adoption," Rom.
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viii. 15. Gal. iv. 6. "Without this, prayer is lifeless and
heartless, and but a dead carcase, Rom. x. 14. Psal..
lxxvii. 1, 2. By this you may judge whether you haVe
prayed rightly, motje than your melting affection, crt*
largeness in expression. Though you be not assured'
that you shall have every tiling you ask, yet every thing
that is good. This faith you must endeavour to act,*
and therefore, if any sin lie on your conscience,you muse
strive first to get the pardon of it, Psa. xxxii. 1, 5. li. 14f
15 ;and purification of it by faith, that you may ' lift up
holy hands without wrath arid doubting,' 1 Tim. ii. 8*
The sin of wrath there is especially mentioned, because
that is contrary to love and forgiving others. Here lie?
the strength, life and powerfulness of prayer. Set faith'
on work, and you will be powerful and prevail.
SfeSi.
5. You must strive in prayer, to stir up,and actev&tfother sanctifying grace, through faith moving you thcre-ÿ
to. Thus your spiknards will yield their smell, as goditf
sorrow, Ps. xxxviii. 18 ; peace, Is. xxvii. 5 ;joy, Psal*
cv. 3; hope, Ps. lxxi. 5 ; desire and love to God, Psalm
iv. 6; and love to all his commands, Ps. cxix. 4, 5j and
to all his people out of love to him, Psalm exxii. 8. Yott
mast also seek the Spirit himself, in the first place, Luke
xi. 13. Psal. xxxvii. 5. and all spiritual things, Mat.vii"
33.' Praying only for carnal things, shews a carnal hearty
and leaves it carnal. Pray for faith, Mark ix. 24 ; and
for such things as may serve most for the glorifying
God, Z Chron. i. 11, 12. And for outward things, yott
must act faith in submission to his will. And this prayer
sets you in a holy frame, Slat. xxvi. 42. Luke xxii.
42, 43. Hcdloxying GocPs name, must be your aim, Maty:vi. 9 j not your lusts, James iv. 3.
•v
6. Strive to bring your soul into order by tfyt)
however disordered by guilt, anguish, inordinate caresy
or fears, Psal. xxxii. 1, 5, lv. 16, 17, 20,- 22. and lxix.
32. Phil. iv. 6, 7. 1 Sam. i. A >vatch must be often
<

wound up. You must wrestle in prayer, against youE

unbelief, doubting, fears, cares, r
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to that which is good ;against all evil lusts and desires,
coldness of affection, impatience, trouble of spirit;
every thing that is contrary to a holy life,, and the gra¬
ces and holy desires to be acted for yourselves or oth¬
ers, Coi. iv. 12. Rom. xv. 30. Stir up yourselves to the
duty,- Col. ii. 1, 2. Isa. lxiv. 7. Though the flesh be
cross and reluctant, we must not yield, but resist by the
spirit, Mat. xxvi. 41. And thus we shall find the spirit
helping our infirmities, Rom. xviii. 26, 27. Though
God seem to defer long, we must not faint, or be dis¬
couraged, Luke xviii. 1, 7. The greater our agonies
be, the more earnestly we are to prav, I'sal. xxii. 1, 2.
Luke xxii. 42. This is "to continue instant in prayer,"
Rom. xii. 12, Eph. vi. 18. Thus you find prayer a
gj-eat heart-work, and not such a thing as may be done
-while, you think on other things1, and that it requireth
all the strength of faith and affection that you can pos¬
sibly stir up. Thus you must get a holy frame.
You must make a good use of the whole matter,
M»d all the manner of prayer, as ordinary and extraor¬
dinary exigencies may require, to stir up grace in you
by wrestlings and to bring your hearts into a holy frame.
iAnd, in confession,you must condemn yourself accord¬
ing to the flesh, but not as you are in Christ. You must
ftOt deny that grace that you have, as if you were only
jwicked hitherto, and now to begin again ; which hinders
praise, for grace received, in those that are already con¬
certed. Insupplication, you must endeavour to work up
.your heart to a godly sorrow, l's. xxxvii. 18; and a ho¬
ly sense of your own sin and misery ; and .lay before
"syou the aggravations thereof, Psal. li. 3. and cii. Com¬
plaint and lamentation are one great part of prayer, as
lt#U4ae4ntaioiis oj Jeremiah. And you must add
to your petitions, with such arguments as may
faulifiks
myrÿgtftÿngthe n faith, and to. stir up and kindle aiIcnOtiV Jab xxiii 4. W hich pleadings are taken from
attributes, Nuuuxiv. 1<7, 18; promises, 2 Sam. vii. 26,
38, &c. Gen. xxxii. 9, 12; the equity of our cause,
Psalm xvii. 2,5 ; and the advantage and benefit of the
tiling, to the glory of God and our conlfort, T
ÿ
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1, 2. and lxxix. 9, to, 13. Naked petitions are not suffi¬
cient, when the soul findeth special csuse of struggling
and wrestling against corruptions and dangers, and for
mercies. Christ's large prayer, John xvifi. is made up of
pleading, and a very few petitions. And we must make
use also of praise ani thanksgiving,to stir up peace,
joy, love, &cc. Gen. xxxiii. 10. Ps. xviii. 1, 2, 3. xxsdiL.
l.lxxiv. 14.and civ. 34. Especially be much in praising
for mercies of the new state in Christ, Ep. i. 3. and then
vou will the better give thanks for all "the benefits on
this account, Eph. v. 20. 1Thess. v. 18. and plead those
benefits, to stir up to faith and duty. That brief ejac¬
ulation, " Lord have mercy upon me," is very good to
be used ; but it never will answer the end and use of the
whole duty of prayer; as some lazy carnal people
would have it, and so harden themselves In the neglect
of the duty ; though the large improvement and use of
all the matter of prayer, and at all times, is not requir¬
ed, but only as ordinary or extraordinary occasions-may
require.
8. You must not confine and limit your prayers by-any
prescribedform; seeing it is impossible that any such
forms should be contrived, as should answer and fit all
the various conditions and necessities of the soul at all
times. Ido not condemn all forms, as that made by
Christ, the Lord's prayer ;though it were easy to shew,
that Christ never intended it for a form ofprayler, so as
- to bind any to the precise form of words : and it is plain
the Spirit of. God hath expressed it in different words,
Mat. vi. Luke xi. But better to pray by that form, or
other forms, than not at all. It is uncharitable to take
away crutches or wooden, legs from lame people ; yet
none will look upon them but as dead helps. I
say, it is
utterly unlawful to bindourselves to any form ;because
none can answer the duty fitly and suitably to particular
occasions, Ep. vi. 18. Phil. iv. 6. John xv. 7. 1 Thes. v.
.18. .Ep. v. 20- You must make.the.whole scripture your
common prayer-book,as the primitive church-did ;being
the language of the Spirit, reaching all occasions and
conditions, and fittest to speak to God in. And if you use

.
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a Form, you must follow it by the Spirit, farther than the
form goes, according as he shall guide you by the word;
or else you quench the Spirit,1Thes. v. 19. If you know
the principles of prayer, and have a lively sense of your
necessities, and hearty desires of God's grace and mer¬
cies, you will be able to pray without forms, and your
affections will bring forth words out of the fulness of.
your heart. And you need not be over solicitous and
timorous about words ; for, doubtless, the Spirit, who.
is the help to us in speaking to men, will also much
more help us to speak to God, if we desire it, 1 Cor.
i. 5. Mar. xiii. 11. Luk. xii. 11, 12. And God regards
not eloquent words, nor artificial composure ; neither
need we regard it in private prayer, Isa. xxxviii. 14.
If you limit yourself to forms, you will thereby, grow.
formal, and limit the Spirit.
7. Another means appointed of God, is singing of
Psalms, i e. songs- of any sacred subject, composed ta
a tune, hymns or songs of praise, and spiritual songs,
of any sublime spiritual manner ; as Psa. xiv. andthe
song of Solomon. God hath commanded it in the
New Testament, Col. iii. 16. Eph. v. 19 ; though now
in these days, many questions /"whether it be an ordi¬
nance or no. And there were many commands for it
under the Old Testament, Psa. cxlix. 1 3, xcvi. 1, and.
pi
Moses and the children of Israel, sang-bcfore Da¬
vid's time, Exo. xv. David composed psalms by the
Spirit, to be sung publickly, 2 Sam. xxiii. 1 3; yea,
privately too, Psa. xl. 3. , 2 Cor. xxix. 30. Psa. pv. 2.
Other songs also were made upon several occasions,
and used, whether they were parts of Scripture or no ;
as Solomon made a thousand and five, 1 Kings iv. 32.
And they made songs upon occasions which teacheth,
that it is lawful for us to do so, if they be according
to the word, Isa. xxxviii. 9, 14.
The matter of scripture may be sung, Psa. cxix. 54.
Christ and his disciples sung a hymn, Mat. xxvi. 30. '*
supposed to be one of David's psalms ; and they were
written for our instruction, as well as other parts of
W
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scripture, Rom. xv. 4, See. and so to be used now in
singing. They speak of the things of the New Tes¬
tament, either figuratively or clearly: and we may
understand them better now, than the Jews could un¬
der the Old Testament, 2 Cor. iii. 16. Gal. ii. 17.
Christians heretofore practised this duty as well as
Jews, Acts xvi. 25. .Hence their antelucani hymni {the
hymns they sung before day-light] were noted by Pliny
a Heathen. These songs, ot hymns, may be used at
all times, especially for holy mirth or rejoicing, James
v. IS. But this text is not to be taken exclusively in
singing, any more than in prayer, Psa. xxxviii. 18. 2
266
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Chro. xxxv. 25.
But the right manner of this duty is chiefy to be
noted, and, here (1) trust not upon the melody of the
voice, as if that pleased God, who delighteth only in
the melody of the heart, Col. iii. 16. Neither let die
-recreating your senses be your end, which is but a car¬
nal work: "Not a musical string, but the heart-; nor
crying, but loving sounds in the ear of the Lord."—
This spiritual music was typified by musical instru¬
ments of old. (2) You must use it for the same end
as meditation and prayer, according to the nature of
what is sung, t. e. to quicken faith,2 Chro. xx. 21, 22.
Atts xvi. 25, 29. and joy and delight in the Lord, glfr
rying in him, Psa. civ. 33. cv. 3. crxlix.1,2. xxxiii;
1—3. You are never right until you can be heartily
meiry in the Lord, to.act joy aud mirth holily, James
v. 13. Eph. v. 19; and also to get more knowledge;,
and instruction in heavenly mysteries, and in your duty
teaching and admonishing, Col. iii. 16. Many psalms
are Maschils (as their title is) i. e. psalms of instruction.
Thus we are fo sing such psalms .as speak in the first
person, though jwe cannot apply them to ourselves, as
words uttered bb ourselves, concerning ourselves ; and
in this we do npt lie. David speaks of Christ as of
himself, as a pattern of affliction and virtue to instruct
others and we ting such psalms, not as our words,
but as words of bur instruction. And therein, we do
lie, any more \han theLevites, the sons of KorSh,
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or Jeduthan, or other musicians bound
sing them,
PsaL v. xxxix. and xlii. Though it be goOd to per¬
sonate all the good that we can ; yet we have so much
liberty in the use of psalms, that though we, cannot ap¬
ply ail to ourselves, as speaking and thinking the same,
yet we shall answer the end, if we sing for our instruc¬
tion, as in Psa. vi. xxvi. xlvi. ci. and cxxxi. And psalms
have a peculiar fitness for teaching and instructing ;
because the pleasantness of metre, said or sung, is very
helpful to the memory. See Duet. xxxi. 19, 21. And
there is a variety of curious artifice in the placing of
words in the psalms upon this account ; and there is
some alphabetical psalms, as Psa. xxv. xxxiv. xxxvii.
cxi. cxii. cxix. cxlv. And, by the melody of the sound,
the instruction comes in with delight, as a "physical
dose sugared ; and sorrow is naturally allayed, to fit
the mind for spiritual joy ; and distempered passions
appeased, 2 Kings iii. 15. 1 Sam. xvi. 14—16. So
Orpheus, Amphion, and* others, were famous for ci¬
vilizing rude and barbarous people by music.
8. Fasting is also an ordinance of God to be used for e
the same purpose and end, and is commended to ua .
under the New Testament, Mat. ix. 15. and xvii. 21.
2 Cor. vii. 5. And we have examples of it, Acts xiii. 2,
3. and xiv. 23. Under the Old Testament, there were
frequent commands for it, and examples, chiefly upon
occasion of extraordinary afflictions, 1Sam. vii. 6. Neh.
ix. 1. Dan. ix. 3. x. 2, 3. 2 Sam. xii. 16. Psa. xxxv. 13.
2 Sam. iii. 31,. Joel ii. 13; besides the arr.iversary
great day of atonement, Lev., xvi, 29, 31. when every
one was to fast on pain of being cut ofF. There is a
prophecy of the same for the times of the New Testa¬
ment, Zech. xii. 12. It was used most in extraordi¬
nary occasions, and it is a help to holiness by faith ;
because jt is a meet help for extraordinary prayer and
humiliation, Joel i, 14»and ii. 12. But the great mat¬
ter is, to use it rightly, as followeth :
(1) Trust not in it as meriting or satisfying, as Pa- *
pistsand Pharisees do, Lujce xviii. 11. putting it in the
place of Christ ; eras means of itself conferring grace,
to
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and mortifying lusts, as many do, who may sooner Itill
their bodies than their lusts, or as any purifying rite;
yea, or in or for itself acceptable to God, 1 Tim. iv.
8. Heb. xii. 9. Col. ii. 16, 20, 23. Imagine not, that
prayer is not acceptable without it, for this is against
faith. Fasts as well as feasts are no substantial parts
of worship, because not spiritual, but bodily ; though,
under the Old Testament, they were parts, as instituted
rites, figurative and teaching. But "that use is ndw
ceased ; as that on the day of atonement, and so many
significative rites adjoined to fasting, as sackcloth, ashes,
rending garments, *pouring out water, lying upon the
earth. The kingdom of God consists not in these things,
Rom. xiv. 16. The soul is hardenedby trusting in them,
Isa. lviii. 2, 6. Zech. vii. 5, 6, 10.
(2) Use it as a help to extraordinary prayer and hamiliation ; that the mind -may not be unsuited for it by
eating, drinking, or bodily pleasures, Joel ii. 13. Isa.
xxii. 12, 13.* Zech. xii. 10 14. It is good only hs
a help to the soul, removing impediments. The best
fast is, when the mind is taken off from delights, as-in
John the Bapstist's case, Mat. Hi. 4. when heaven asd
godly sorrow take off the soul, Zech. xii. 16—-14. '
(3) Use it in such a measure,as may be proper fob its
end ; without which it is worth nothing. If abstinence
divert your mind, by reason of a gnawing appetiteÿ then
you had better eat sparingly, as Daniel, in his'greabfast,
chap. x. 2, 3. Some have not enough of spiritual mindedness, tt/ give up themselves to fasting and prayerwtthout great distraction; and such had better.eat than go
beyond their strength ina thing not absolutely necessary,
which produceth only a slavish act, as in the case of
-virginity, 1 Cor." vii. 7 9, 34—36. Christ -would irot
have his weak disciples necessitated to the duty, Mat.
ix. 14, 15. In the mean time, such should strive tobe
sensible of the' weakness and carnality that hinders their
•_ „• . rt '
use of this excellent help.
9.You may expect here something tobe spokenof
vows. But Ishall only say.this of them. Think noCtn
bring yourselves to good by vows and promises,as if the

—

—

•

p

,y

-

Google

OF SAJSTCTIFICATION.
269
strength of your own law,could do it, when the strength
of God's law doth it not. We bring children to make
promises of amendment ; but we know how well they
keep them. The Devil will- urge you to vow, and then
to break, that he may perplex your conscience the more.
10. Another great mean is,fellowship and communion
•with the saints, Acts ii. 42.
First. This mean must he used diligently. Whoso¬
ever God saveth, shouldbe added to some visible church
and come into communion of other saints ;and, if they
have no opportunity for it, their heart should be bent
towards it. Sometimes the church is in the wilderness,
and hindered from visible communion and ordinances ;
but they that believe in Christ, are always willing and
desirous so to add and join tlfemselves, Actsii. 41, 44.
47. "And they continued steadfastly in fellowship,"
. 1John ii. 19. And God binds his people to leave the
fellowship and society of the wicked as much as may be,
3 Cor. vi. 17. And so far as we are necessitated to ac¬
company withthem, we ought to shew charity to their
souls and bodies, 1 Cor. v. 9. This communion with
saints is to be exercised in private converse, *Psal. ci, 4
—7. and in public assemblies, Heb.x. 25. Zech. xiv. 16,
17. And duobtless, it ought to be used for the attain,

ment of holiness ; as may be

proved.

1st. Ingeneral, because God communicates allsalvation
to.a people ordinarily by, or in a church ; either by tak¬
ing them.intp fellowship, or holding forth the light of

truth by his churches to the world. A church is the
temple of God, where God dwells, lTim. iii. 15. He.
hath placed his name and salvation there, as in Jerusa¬
lem of old, Joel ii. 32. 2 Chron. vi. 5, 6. He hath given
to his ehurches those officers and ordinances whereby
he converts others, 1Cor.xii.28. His springs are there,
Psalm lxxxviii. 7. He makes the several members of a
church, instruments for the conveyance of his grace and
fulness from one to another, as the membtrs of the na¬
tural body convey to each other the fulness of the head,
Bph. iv. 16. All the new-bornzxe. brought forth and
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nourished by the church, Isa. lxvi. 8 11. xlix. 20. and
lx. 4 ; and therefore, all that would be saved should join
to a church ; they shall prosper that love the church, so
as to stand in its gates, and unite as members, brethren
and companions, Psal. cxxii. 2, 4, 6. And wrath is
denounced-against those that are not members of it, at
least of the mystical body ; they cannot have God for
their father, that have not that for their mother, Song
L. 7, 8. This maketh those that do desire fellowship
•with God, to take hold of the skirts of his people, Zeeh.
viii. 23.
2d. In particular, fellowship with the saints conduceth
to holiness

many ways.

[l] By manifold helps to holiness, which are received

thereby: as, (1) The word and sacraments, Acts ii.
42. Isa. ii. 3. Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. and all tbe minis¬
terial office and labour in watching over souls, Heb. xiii.
.17. 1 Thess. v. 12, 13. Isa. xxV. 6. None of these
helps can be enjoyed without fellowship of saints, each
with other. And, if believers had been to have stood
single by themselves, and not maintained fellowship
with each other for mutual assistance and common good,
, none of these things could have continued ; neither
could any believer have been extant at this day, in any
Ordinary way, but even the very name of believers had
been abolished. (2) Mutual prayer,which is the more
forcible when allpray together, Mat. xviii. 19, 20. 2Cor.
i. 10, 11. James v. 16. Rom. xv. 30. (3) Mutual ad¬
monition, instruction, consolation, to help each other
when they are ready to fall, and to promote the good
work in each other, 1 Thes. v. 14. " He that walketh
with wise men shall be wise," Prov.xiii. 20. 'Wotohinx
that is alone when he falleth,' see Eccl. iv. 9—-12. -In
church fellowship there are many helpers, many to
watch. Soldiers have their security in company; and
the church is compared to an armywith banners, Song
vi. 4, 10. -So, for quickening affections, iron sharpeneth iron, Prov. xxvii. 17. Likewise, the counsel of
'
. a friend, like ointment and perfume, rejoiceth the
Pro.
xxvii.
9.
heart,
the wounds and reproofs of
Yea,
'
by

Google

«T 8ANCTTFICATI0X.
271
the righteous are as precious balm, Psal. cxli. 4. (4)
External supports,which mitigate afflictions, and are to
be communicated mutually, Eph, iv. 28. 1Pet. iv. 9,
10. The affliction is increased, when none careth for
our souls, Psal. cxlii. 4. (5) Excommunication, when
offences are exceeding heinous, or men obstinate in sin.
This ordinance is appointed for the destruction of the •flesh, thiit the Spirit may be saved, 1Cor. v. 5. Better
and more hopeful it is to be cast out by the church, for
a person's amendment, than to be wholly without the
- church at all times ; and better to he a lost sheep, than
:a goat or swine ; for excommunication cuts off actual
communion only, until repentance be evident ; and not
absolutely aboiisheth the title and relation of a brother
. and church-member, though it judgeth one to be an un¬
natural brother, and a pernicious rotten member at pre¬
sent, not fit for acts of communion. Besides, admoni¬
tion is still to be afforded,. 2 Thess. iii. 15. and any
means are to be used that may serve to cure and restore
him, The church reacheth forth a hand to help such
a person, though it doth not join in fellowship with him ;
.or it communicateth to, him, not with him. Yet if he
have not sq much,grace as to repent, it "were better he
.had never known the way of righteousness," 2 Pet. ii.
21. (6) 'The lively examples of saints are before our
eyes in church fellowship, to teach and encourage, Phil.
. iii. 17. and iv. 9. 2 Tim. iii. 10, 11. 2 Cor., ix. 2.
2. By those holy duties- that are required, and do ap¬
pertain to this fellowship qnd communion. All acts that
belong to this fellowship are holy ; as, hearing, receiving the sacraments,prayer, mutual admonitions, Sic. I
shall consider some such holy acts, whereby we are
rather doers than receivers, and which we perform to¬
wards others ; as, (1) Godly discourse, teaching, ad¬
monishing, comforting others in Christ ; which we can,not so perform towards others, as towards those we have
strict fellowship with in Christ. Others like swine,
trample these jewels under foot ; and saints therefore
are forced to refrain from godly discourse in their com¬
pany, Amos v. 10, 13. vi. 10. But holy discourse is
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most acceptable to the saints, and to be practised with
them, Mai. iii. 16. and is greatly to the advantage of

holiness, Pro. xi. 25. (2) Inhelpingr succouringy and
conversing- with Christ in his members. "We do good
to Christ in his ÿmembers in church fellowship ; and
we ourselves as members ef Christ, act a* wellfrom
as towards Christ ;whereas, if we do good to others
•without, we do good only for Christ's sake, but not to
Christ, Mat. xxv. 35—49. Psa. xvi. 2, 3. We have ad¬
vantage in general, to do all duties that belong to us as
members of Christ to fellow members ;which we cannot
do, if separate from diem; as natural members cannot
perform its office to other members if separate from them.
Secondly. The means must be used rightly for the
attaining of holiness only in Christ.
I One rule is,do not trust on church mcmbershiprat an
churches, as if this or that fellowship commended you to
God of itself; whereas, a church-way is but a help tofel¬
lowship with Christ,and walking inthe duties of that fel¬
lowship. The Israelites stumbled at Christ, by trusting
on their carnal privileges, and set them in opposition to
Christ; whereas, they should have only made them sub¬
servient to Christ. Confidence in them should have becin
abandoned, as Paul's example teacheth, Phi.iii.3—5,&c.
We must not glory in Paul, Apollos, or Cephas, but in
Christ ;else we glory in thefiosh, and in mm, 1Cord. 12,
13. Hi. 21. Trusting on church privileges is an inlet to
formality and licentiousness,Jer. vii. 4, 8-10. and thence
the corruption of churches, Isa, i. 10. 2 Tim.ii. 20,
2. Follow no church any farther than you mayfollow
it in the way of Christ ;and keep fellowship with it only
upon the account of Christ, and because it follows and
hath fellowship with Christ, 1 John i. 3. Zee. viii. 23.
If a church revolt from Clwist, we must not follow it,
how ancient soever it may be ; as the Israelitish church
was not to be followed, when it persecuted Christ and his
apostles; arid many, by adhering to that church, fell far¬
ther from Christ, Phil. iii. 6. Acts vi. 13, 14.xxi. 23.
We are indeed to hear the church, but not every one
that calls itself so ;and none any farther than it speatt-
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£th as a true church according to the voice of the shep¬
herd, John x. 27. We must subject ourselves to minis¬
ters of Christ, and stewards of his mysteries, 2 Cor.-iv.
1. but must give up ourselves first to Christ absolutely,
and to the church according to the will of Christ, 2 Cor.
viii. 5. Our fear must not be taught by the precepts of
men, Mat. xv. 3 9. The doctrines of any men are to be
tried by the -scripture, whatever authority they pretend
to, Acts xvii. 11 An unlimited following of the churchguides, brought the church into Babylon, and into all
manner of spiritual whoredoms and abominations. You
are not baptized into the name of the church, but into
the name of Christ, 1 Cor. i. 13.
• 3. Do not think, that you must attain this or that
degreesfgrace, before you join yourself infull communion
"with a ohurch of Christ in all ordinances But when you
hafe given up yourself to Christ,and learned the duty of
communion ; give up yourself unto a church of Christ,
-though you find much weakness and inability. For, xhurch ordinanccsof special communion,serve to streng¬
then you; and how can you get heat, being alone ? The
/disciples, as soon as converted, embraced all fellowship,
Acts ii. 4-2. And churches, that they may forward holijiess in themselves and others, must be willing to re¬
Christ's weak ones, and to feed his lambs as well
vive
pais: his hetter grown sheep, and bear them on their sides,
dfaa.'lxvi,. 12. How else shall Christ's weak ones grow
Sttrongby that nourishment that other parts supply ?•—
.They-afe very unreasonable indeed, that expect chrisrVtMnsÿs&Ottld grow, out of church-fellowship, to as high
ÿ degrOe.srfgrace, as those that are in those pastures of
'IfceBctgr grass ;and are unwilling to receive any that they
have occasion to bear with : whereas, bear-
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ism&dKUkihng'Siffirmg-are 9great duties

of church-fel-

%torwsbtp, Fph. iv. 2, 3. Rom. xiv. 1. The weakest
ijlltifn mPit lirrrl to be strengthened by church- communjwfl". and tit,:&re boun'1 to receive them, as Christ hath
rVfecoived u's, Rom.xv. 7. "We do not reject or separate
ithe weaker parts of the body, 1 Cor. xii. 23, 24 ; but
.,|»|fcdBao*e>,woi«:aÿd comeliness on them»..:jjilji
,y
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Admission into churches, inthe apostolic times, was
gained upon profession, with a shew of seriousness ;
though tares got in among the wheats and many scan¬
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dals arose to the reproach of the ways of Christ ; and
the greatest strictnesss will not keep out all hypocrites.*
yet the best care must be taken so far as not to hinder
any that have the least truth of grace.
4. Keep communion with a church, for the sake of
coihmunion with Christ, 1 John i. 3. Zech. viii. 23«
Therefore you must keep communion in Christ's pure
Ways only j and, in them, seek Christ by faith J that,
in the enjoyment of these advantages, you may receive
and act the godliness and holiness fore-mentioned, and
aim at spiritual flourishing and growth in grace. Choose
therefore fellowship with the most spiritual churches.—
Judge of churches and men, according to the rule of
the new creature, 2 Cor. v. 16, 17 ; and try them, Rev.
ii. 2. iii. 9 ; otherwise a church may corrupt you. See
that thy communion answer its end, tend to thy edifica¬
tion, not to destruction ; which you ought to take all
the advantages of, not only in the church where you
are a member, but by communion with other churches,
as occasionally providence casts you among them ; for
your communion with a particular church, obligeth
you to communion with all churches of Clirist 'in
his ways, as you are called thereto, 1 Cor. x. 17.—
And it is an abuse to say, we are members of a church
inLondon, and therefore refuse fellowship with a church
in the country ; seeing if we are members of Christ,
we are members of ©ne another, whether single.per-.*
sons or churches. And endeavour to join in fellowship
with the godly of the place where you live, that you*
may have the more frequent and constant communion.
Onesimus, though converted at Rome, must he one of
the church of the Coio6sians, because he lived there,
Col. iv. 6. compared with Philemon, ver. 10. The
union of the saints together in distant societies, accord¬
ing to the places where they lived, was the apostolic
practice, and cannot be violated without sin. Such
can best watch over one another, admonish, comfort,
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and edify each other, which is the benefit of the com¬
munion. And they indeed destroy communion, that
seek a communion where they cannot have this benefit.
I
only add to this head, that church-fellowship, without
practising the ways of Christ, is but a conspiracy to
take his name in vain, and a counterfeit church-fellow¬
ship of hypocrites. It is impudence for such to invite
others to their communion ; tyranny, to compel them.
Every christian is bound to seek a better church-fellow¬
ship by reformation ; and those that do so, are the best
sons of Christ's church, who inquire, is this the way
to enjoy Christ ? a church-way being appointed to enjoy
Christ therein.
5. Especially, leave not the church in persecution,
when you need its help most, and are then most tried
whether you will cleave to it. This is a sign of apostacy,
H-eb. x. 25\ 26. Mat. xxiv. 9—14. We should cleave
to one §nother as one flesh, even to prisons and death,
or else we deny Christ in his members, Mat. xxv. 43.

DIRECTION XIY.
That you may seek holiness and righteousness only by believing in
Christ, and walking in him by faith, according to the former di¬
rections, take encouragement from the great advantage of this
way, and the excellent properties of it.

EXPLICATION.
This direction may serve as an epilogue, or conclu¬
sion, by stirring us up into a lively and, cheerful em¬
bracing those gospel rules before mentioned, by several
weighty motives. Many are kept from seeking godliness
because they know not the way to it ;or the way that they
think of, seems uncouth, unpleasant, disadvantageous,
and full of discouragement ; like the way through the
wilderness to Canaan, which wearied the Israelites, and
occasioned their many murmuring.s, Num. xxi. 4.
But this is a way so good and so excellent, that those
that have the true knowledge of it, and desire heartily
shali shew the excellency
to be godly, cannotdislike it- I
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of it,in several particulars. But you should first call to
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mind what is the" way Ihave taught, viz. union and fel¬
lowship with Christ; and by faith inChrist, as discovered
in the gospel ; not by the law, or in a natural condition,
or by thinking to gtt it before we come to Christ, to
procure Christ by it,which is striving against the stream ;
but that we must first apply Christ and his solvation to
ourselves, for our comfort, and that by confident faith ;
and then walk by that faith, according to the new man
in Christ, and not as in a natural condition : and use all
means of holiness rightly for this end. Now, that this
is an excellent advantageous way, appears by the fol¬
lowing desirable properties of it.
1. It hath this property, that it tends to the abasement
of allflesh, and exaltation of God only, in his grace and
power through Christ. And so it is agreeable to GocFs
design in all his works, and the end he aimdth at, Rom.
xi. 6. Isa. ii. 17. Ezek. xxxvi. 21* 23, 31, 32. Psa. cxlv,
4 ; and a fit means for the attaining the end we ought
to aim at, in the first place, which is the hallowing, sanc¬
tifying, and glorifying God's name in all things ;and is
the first and chief petition, Mat. vi. 9 ; and is the end of
all our actings, 1 Cor. x. 31 ; was the end of giving
the law, Rom. iii. 19, 20. God made all things for
Christ, and would have him have the preeminence in
all, Col. i. 17, 18 ; that the Father may be glorified in
the Son , John xiv. 13. And this property of it is a great
argument to prove, that it is the way of God, and hath.
the character of his image stamped upon it. We maysay that it is like him, and a way according to his heart ;
as Christ proveth his doctrine to be of God by this ar¬
gument, John vii. 18. And Paul proveth the doctrine
of justification, and of sanctification, and -salvation bygrace through faith, to be of God ; because it excludes
all boastings of the creature, Rom. iii. 27, 28. 1 Cor. i.
29—31. Epjn iii* 8, 9. This property appears evidently
in the mystery of sanctification by Christ in us through
faith. For (l) it sheweth, that we can do nothing.by
our natural will,or any power of the flesh; and that God
' '11 not enable us to do any thing that way, Rom. viii.
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18. however nature be stirred up by the law, or natural
helps, Gal. iii. 11,21. And so it serveth to work selflothing and abasement, and to make us look upon nature
as desperately wicked, arid past cure, and not to be re¬
formed, but put off by putting on Christ. It remains
wicked, and only wicked, after we have put on Christ.
2. It sheweth, that all our good works, and living to
God, are not by our own power and strength at all, but
by the power of Christ, living in us by faith ; and that
God enabled us to act, not merely according to our na¬
tural power, as he enableth carnel men, and all other
creatures, but above our own power, by Christ united
to us, and in us through the Spirit. All men live, movet
and have their being in him ; and by his universal sup¬
port and maintenance of nature in its being and activity
they act, Heb. i. 3 ; so that the glory of their actings,
as creaturesj belongs to God. But God acts more im¬
mediately in his people,who are one flesh and one Spirit
with Christ, and act not by their own power, but by the
power of the Spirit of Christ in them, as closely uni¬
ted to him, and being the living temples of his Spirit :
so that Christ is the immediate principal agent of all
their good works, and they are Christ's works properly,
who works all our works in us arid for us ; and yet they
are the saints' works by fellowship with Christ, by whose
light and power the faculties of the saints do act, and
are acted, Gal. ii. 20. Eph. iii. 16, 17. Col. i. 1; so that
we are to ascribe all our works to God in Christ, and
thank him for them as free gifts, 1Cor. xv. 10. Phil.i.ll*
God enableth us to act hot by ourselves, as he doth
others, but by himself. The'wicked are supported in
acting only according to their own nature j so they act
wickedly : thus all are said to live, move,and have their
being in God, Acts xvi. 27. But God enableth us to con¬
quer sin, not by ourselves, but by himself, Hos. i. 7 {
and the glory of enabling us doth not only belong to him,
which the Pharisee ceuld not but ascribe to him, Luke
xviri. 11; but also tht glory of doing all in us. Arid
yet we work its one with Christ, even as he works as
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one with the Father, by the Father working in him*
"We live as branches by the juice of the vine,act as mem¬
bers by the animal spirits of the head, and bring forth
fruit by marriage to him as our husband, and work in
the strength of him as the living bread we feed on. He
is all in the new man, Col. iii. 11; and aU the promises

—

are made good in him, 2 Cor. i. 20.
2dly. It hath this property, that it consisteth tuell zvitfi
other doctrines of the gospel ; which contrary errors do
• not, And hence this is the way to confirm us in many
ÿ

other points of the gospel; and therefore appears to be
true by harmony with other truths, and fit linking with
them in the same golden chain of the mystery of god¬
liness ; and evidenceth them to be true by their har¬
have shewed, that men's mistaking
mony with it. I
the true way of sanctification, is the cause of perverting
the scripture in other points of faith, and of declining
from the truth,to Popish, Socinian and Arminian tenets,
because men cannot seriously take that for truth, which
they judge not to be according to godliness. Hut this
way of holiness will evidence, that these gospel doc¬
trines, which they refuse, are according to godliness ;
and that those tenets, which a blind zeal for holiness
moveth them to embrace, are indeed contrary to holi¬
ness ; however Satan appeareth to their natural under¬
standings as an-angel of light in such tenets. "Whatever
men say,, it is certain that legalists are indeed the Antishall instance in some truths confirmed by it.
nomtans. I
1. The doctrine of original sin, viz. not only the guilt
of Adam's sin, and a corrupt nature, but utter impotency to do spiritual good, and proneness to sin, which
is death to God, in all people according to natureÿPsa.
li. 5. Rom. v. 12. There is an utter inability to keep
the law truly in any point. Many deny this doctrine ;
because they think, that if people believe this they will
excuse their sins by it, and be apt to despair of all striv¬
ing to do good works, and leave ofF all endeavours, and
grow licentious ; and they think it will be more conÿ
during to godliness to hold and teach, either that there
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from
derived
Adam, or
is no original sin or corruption
at least, it is done away; either in the world by uni¬
versal redemption, or in the church by baptism ; and
that there is free will restored, whereby the people are
able to incline themselves to do good, that men be more
encouraged to set upon good works, and their neglect
made inexcusable. All this is, indeed, forcible against
seeking and endeavouring for holiness by the free-will
and power of nature, and is the way of endeavouring
which Idirected you to avoid. If there were no new
way to holiness since the fall, original sin might make
us despair ; but there is a new birth, a new heart, a
new creature, and therefore we, have directed you to
the seeking of holiness, by the Spirit of Christ, andl
willing good freely by a spiritual power, as neiV crea¬
tures, partakers of a divine nature in Christ. Yea, it
is necessary to know the first Adam, that we may know
the second, Rom. v. 12 ; to believe the fall and ori¬
ginal sin, that we may be stirred up to fly to Christ by
faith fir holiness by free gift, knowing that we cannot
attain it by our own power and free-will, 2 Cor. i. 9.
Mat. ix. 12, 13. Rom. vii. 24, 25. 2 Cor. iii. 5. Eph.
v. 14. There were no need of a new man, or a new
creation, if the old were not without strength and life,
John iii. 5, 6. Eph. ii. 8. But original deadness can¬
not hinder God's working faith and Kungerings and
thirstings after Christ, by the Spirit, through tlieÿ gos¬
pel, in those that God chooseth to walk holily and
blameless before him in love, 1 Thess. i. 4, 5. Acts
xxvi. 18. And so we are made alive in a new heady
and become branches of another vine, living to God
by the Spirit, not by nature.
2. It confirms us in the doctrine of predestination
which many deny, because they say, it takes men off
from endeavours, as fruitless, by telling men, that all
events are predetermined. This argument would be
more forcible against endeavours by the power of our
own free-will, but nof at all*against endeavours for
holiness by the operation of God, giving us faith and
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all holiness by his own Spirit working in us through
Christ. We are to trust on Christ for the grace of the
elect, and God's good will towards men, Mat. iii. 17.
Luke ii. 14. Psa. cvi. 4, 5. Electionby grace destroys
seeking by xvoris, but not by grace, Rom. xi. 5, 6.-—
And we are here taught to seek for salvation only in
the way of the elect ; and we may conclude, that ho¬
liness is to be had by God's will, and not by our own ;
and it may move us to desire holiness by the will of
God, Rom. ix. 16. Psa. ex. 3. And seeing, it ap¬
pears, by this doctrine of sanctification through Christ,
that we are God's workmanship, as to all the good
wrought in us, Phil. ii. 12, 13. Eph. ii. 10; we may
well admit, that he hath appointed his pleasure from
eternity, without infringing the natural liberty of our
corrupt wills, which reacheth not unto good works,
Acts xv. 18. compared ' with 36. Man's natural free¬
will may well consist with God's decree ; as in Para¬
dise, Decretum radix contigenticc.
3. It confirms us in the true doctrine of justification
and reconciliation with God by faith, relying on the
merits of Christ's blood, without any works of our
own ; and without considering faith as work to procure
favour by the righteousness of the act, but only as a
hand to receive the gift, or as the very eating and
drinking of Christ actually, rather than any kind -of
condition entitling us to him as our food. This great
doctrine of the gospel many hate, as breaking the
strongest bounds of holiness, and opening a way to all
licentiousness ; for they reckon the conditionality of
works to attain God's favour, and avoid his wrath,
and the necessity of them to salvation, are The most
necessary and effectual impulses to all holiness ; and
they account, that the other doctrines opens the flood>
gates of licentiousness. And truly this consideration
- would be of some' weight, if people were to be brought
to holiness by moral suasion, and their natural endea¬
vours stirred up by the terms of the law, and by slavish
f«ars and mercenary hopes j for the force of these mo-
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tives would be altogether enervated by the doctrine of
justification by free graceBut Ihave already shewed, that a man, being a
guilty dead creature, cannot be brought to serve God
out of love, by the force of any of these motives ;
and that we are not sanctified by any of our own en¬
deavours to* work holiness in ourselves, but rather by
faith in Christ's death and resurrection, even the same
whereby we are justified ; and that the urging of the
law stirs up sin; and that the freedom from it is ne¬
cessary to all holiness, as the apostle teacheth, Horn.
vi. 11,14. vii. 4, 5. And this way of sanctification
confirms the doctrine of justification by faith, as the
apostle informeth, Rom- vii, 1. For, if we are sanc¬
tified, and so restored to the image of God, and life
by the Spirit, through faith ; it is evident that God
hath taken us into his favour, afid pardoned our sins.
by the same faith, without the law ; or else we should
not have the fruits and effects of his favour thereby to
our eternal salvation, Rom. viii. 2.. Yea, his justice
would not admit his giving life without works, if we
were not made righteous in Christ by the same faith.
And we cannot trust, to have holiness freely given us
by Christ, upon any rational ground, except we can
also trust on the same Christ for free reconciliation,
and forgiveness of sins for our justification ; neither
can guilty cursed creatures, that cannot work by rea¬
son of their deadness under the curse, be brought to
a rational love of God, except they apprehend his lov¬
ing them first freely, without works, 1John iv. 19. >
The great objection and reason of so many controver¬
sies and books written about it, is, because they think
that men will trust fo be saved however they live.
But sanctification is an..effect of justification, and floweth- from, the same grace ; and we trust for them both
by the same faith, and for the latter in order to the
former. And .such a faith, be it ever so confident,
tendeth not to licentiousness, but to holiness ; and we
grant,- that justification by grace destroys holiness by
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legal endeavours, but not by grace. So that there is
no need to live a papist, and die an antinomian.
4. It confirms us in the doctrine of real union with
Christ, so plentifully held forth in scripture ; which
doctrine some account as a vain notion, and cannot
endure it, because they think it worketh not holiness,
but presumption : ÿwhereas, Ihave shewed, that it is
absolutely necessary for the enjoyment of spiritual life
and holiness, which is treasured up in Christ ; and that
so inseparably that we cannot have it without a real
union with him, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 1John v. 12. John vi.
53. xv. 5. 1 Cor. i. 30. Col. iii. 11. The members
•

and branches cannot live without union with the vine
and head ; nor the stones be part of the living temple,
except they be really joined mediately or immediately
to the corner-stone.
5. It confirms us in the doctrine of a certain final
perseverance of the saints, John iii. 36. vi. 37. v. 24.
1John iii. 9. 1Thes. v. 24. Phil. i. 6. Jo. x. 23, 29.
iv. 14. They think this doctrine maketh people care¬
less of good works. Ianswer, it maketh people care¬
less of seeking them by their oivn natural strength,
and in a way of slavish fear ; but cartful and courage¬
ous in trusting on the grace of God for them, when
they are brought by regeneration, heartily to desire
them, Horn. vi. 14. Nunab. xiii. 30; setting upon the
doing of them in that grace, 1 Thes. v. 8—11. And
have shewed, that all fears of damnation will never
I
bring persons to work out of love ; and that nothing
will do it but a comforable doctrine.
Sdly. It hath this excellent property, that it is the
never failing, effectually powerful, alone sufficient,-.and
sure way to attain to true holiytSs.- They that have
the truth in them, find it; paothe truly humble find
it. People strive in vain,-'when they seek it m any
other way ; therefore venture with the lepers, else you
die, 2 Kings vii. Isa. iv. 2, 3, 7. All other ways either
stir up sin, or increase despair in you ; as seeking ho¬
liness by the law, and working under the curse .doth
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and breeds but slavish and hypocritical obedience at
best, and restrains sin only, instead of mortifying it,
Gal. iv. 25. The Jews sought another way, and
could not attain it, Rom. ix. And all that seek it an¬
other way " shall lie down in sorrow," Isa. I. 11.
And that,
(1) Because, as we are under the law in our natural
state, we are dead and children of wrath,Eph. ii. 1, 3.
And die law cursqth us, instead of helping us, Gal. iii.
10 ; and giveth no life by its obligation, Gal. iii. 21.
•And we cannot work holiness in ourselves, Rom. v. 6.
. So that a humble person finds it in vain, to seek ho¬
liness by the law, or his own strength ; for the law is
weak through our flesh. Seeking a pure life without
a pure nature, is building without a foundation. And
there is no seeking a new nature from the law, for it
bids us make ;brick without straw, and saith to the
Cripple, walk, without giving any strength.
(2) .In this way only God is reconciled to us, even
in Christ, 2 Cor. v. 19. Eph- i. 7 And so he loves
US,-and js a fit object of Our love, 1John iv. 19. And
to, in this way only, we have a new and divine na¬
ture by the Spirit of Christ in us, effectually carrying
us forth to holiness with life and love, Rom. viii. 5.
Gal. v. 17- 2 Pet. i. 3,4; and have new hearts ac¬
cording to the law ; so that we serve God heartily ac¬
cording to the new nature, and cannot but serve him,
1John iii. 9. 8o that here is a sure foundation for
; .godliness, and love to God with all our heart, might
and soul ; and sin is not only restrained, but mortified,
and not only the outside made clean, but the inside,
and the image, of God renewed; and holy actings
. ,«urely follow. We sin not according to the old na. ture, though we are not perfect in degree, because of
•the old nature.
4thly, It is a most pleasant way to those that are ia
it, ,Erov. iii. 17 : and that in several respects.
1. It is a most plain way, easy to be found, to one
vthatsees his own deadaess untkr the law, aucLisso re-
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newed in the spirit of his mind, as to know and he per¬
suaded of the truth of the gospel. Though such may
be troubled and pestered with many legal thoughts and
workings ; yet, when they seriously consider things, the
way is»so plain, that they think it folly and madness t®
go in any other way ; 60 that "the wayfaring- men,
though fools, shall not err therein," Isa. xxxv. 8. Pro.
viii. 9. The enlightened soul cannot think of another
way, when truly humbled, Pro. i. 8. And when we are
in Christ, we have his Spirit to be our guide in this
way, 1John ii. 27. John xvi. 13. So that we need not
be filled with such distracting thoughts, about know¬
ledge of our way as legal Spirits are about thousands
of cases of conscience, which do so multiply upon
them, that they despair of finding out the way of reli¬
gion, by reason of so various doubts, and manifold in¬
tricacies. Here we may be sure, that God will so far
teach us our duties, as that we shall not be misled with
error, so as to continue in it to destruction, Psa. xxv. 8, »
9, 1*4. What a trouble is it to a traveller to be doubtful
of his way, and without a guide, when his business is of .
great importance, upon life and death ? It is even a
heart-breaking. But those that are in this way, may
be sure that though they sometimes err, yet they shall
not err destructively, but shall discern their way again,
Gal. iv. 7 10.
2. It is easy- to those that walk in it, by the Spirit,
though it be difficult to get into? it by reason of the oppo¬
sition of the flesh, or devil scaring us, or seducing us ,
from it. Here you have holiness as a free gift received
by faith, an act of the mind and soul. Whosoever will,
may come, take it, and drink freely ; and nothing is re¬
quired but a willing mind, John vii. 38. Isa. lv. l.'Rev.
xxii. 17. But the law is an intolerable burden", Mat.
xxiii. 5. Acts xv. 10. if duty be laid upon us by its
terms. We are not left in this way to conquer lusts by
endeavours ; which is a successless work ; but what is
duty is given, and the law, is turned into promises, Heb.
vd* 6—43. Ez. xxxvi. 25. 26. Jer.. xxxi. 33. xxxii. 40»
1284
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We have all now in Christ, Col. iii. 11. ii. 9, 10,15, IT.
This is a catholic medicine instead of a thousand.
How pleasant would this free gift, holiness, be to us
if we knew our own wants, inabilities, and sinfulness !
How ready are some to toil continually, macerate their
bodies in a melancholy legal way, to get holiness,
rather than perish for ever ! And therefore how ready
would we be, when it is only, take and have ! JBe¬
lieve, and be sanctified and saved! 2 Kings v. 13.
Christ's burden is light by his Spirit's bearing it, Mat.
xi. 10. No weariness, but renewing of strength, Isa.
xl. 31.

ofpeace, Prov. iii. 17 ; free from fears
of conscience, that those meet with un¬
avoidably who seek salvation by works ; for the law
ivorketh wrath, Rom. iv. 15. It is not the way of
mount Sinai, but Jerusalem, Heb. xii. 18, 22. The
doubts of salvation that people meet with, arise from
putting some condition of works between. Christ and
3. It is a way

and

terrors

~ themselves ; as hath appeared in this discourse. But

walking in this way, is by faith, which rejects
suclt fears and doubtings, John «siv. 1. Mark v. 36.
Heb. x. 19, 22. It is free from Satan or any evil,
Rom. viii. 31, 32 ; and free from all slavish fears of
perishing by our sins, 1 John ii. 1, 2. Phil. iv. 6, 7 ;
faith laying hold on infinite grace, mercy and power
to secure us ; " The Lord is our keeper and shade on
the right hand," Psa. cxxi. 5. Free and powerful
grace answers all objections.
4. It is a way that is paved with love,like Solomon's
chariot, Song iii. 10. We are to set God's loving kind¬
ness, and all the gifts of his love, still before our eyes,
cur

Psa. xxvi. 2. Christ's death, resurrection, intercession,
before our eyes; which breed peace, joy , hope, love,
Rom. xv. 13. Isa. xxxv. 10. You must believe for your
justification, adoption, the gift of the Spirit, and a future
inheritance ; your death and resurrection with Christ.
In believing for these things, your whole way is adorn¬
ed with flowers, and hath these fruits growing on each
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side ; so that it ie through the gardeji of Eden,' rather
than the wilderness of Sinai, Acts ix. 31. It is the office
of the Spirit our guide, to be our comforter, and not a
spirit of bondage,Rom. viii, 15. Peace and joy are great
286
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duties in this way, Phil. iv. 4 6. God doth not drive
us on with whips and terrors, and by the rod of the
6chool-master, the law ; but leads us, and wins us to
walk in his ways, by allurements, Song i. 3. Hos. xi. 3,
4. See such allurements, 2 Cor.v. 15. vii. 1. Rom. xii. 15. Our very moving, acting, walking, in this way is
a pleasure and delight. Every good work is done with
pleasure ;the very labour of the way is pleasant. Car¬
nal men wish duties were not necessary, and they are
burdensome to them ; but they are pleasant to us ; be¬
cause we do not gain holiness by our own carnal fear,
with regret and grief, and setting conscience and the
law against them, to hinder their actings? but we act
naturally, according to the new nature, and perform ouit
new spiritual desires by walking in the ways of God
through Christ; and our lusts, and pleasures in sin, are
not only restrained, but taken away in Christ ;and plea¬
sures in holiness freely given us, and implanted in us,
Rom. viii. 5. Gal. v. 17, 24. John iv. 34. Psa. viii. 5. xl.
8. cxix. 14, 16, 20, We have a new taste and savour,
love and liking by the, Spirit of Christ; and look on the
law, not as a burden, but as our privilege in Christ..
5thly. It is a high exalted way,above all other ways.,
Unto this way the prophet Habakkuk is exalted, when,
upon the failure of all visible helps and supports, he re¬
solves to rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God of his
salvation ;and by making God his strength by faith, "his
feet should be as hinds feet, and should walk upon his
high places," Hab. iii, 18, 19. These are the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, that God hath set us in, "being
quickened and raised up together with himÿ" Eph. ii.5,6.
1. We live high here ; for " we live not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit," and Christ in ws, with, all his ful¬
ness, Rom. viii. 1, 2. Gal. ii. 20. v. 25. We walk In
fellowship with God dwelling in us, and walking in tis¥ '
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2 Cor. vi. 16, 18. ÿnd therefore our works are of high¬
er price and excellency, than the works of others ; be¬
cause they ar£ wrought in God, John iii. 21. and are the
fruits of God's Spirit, Gal. v. 23. Phil. i. 11. And we
may know that they are accepted and good, by our gos¬
pel principles, which others have not, Rom. vii. 6.
2. AVe are enabled to do the most difficult duties, Ph.iv.
1, 3. and nothing is too hard for us. See the great works
done by faith, Heb. xi. Mark ix. 23. works that carnal
men think folly and madness to venture upon, (they are
' so great) and honourable atchievements in
doing and
suffering for Christ.
3, AVe walk in an honourable state with God, and on
honourable terms ;not as guilty creatures, to get our par¬
don by our works, not as bond servants, to earn our meat
and drink, but as sons and heirs, walking towards the
full possesion of that happiness to which we have a title ;
and so we have much boldness in God's presence, Gal.
iv. 6, 7 AVe can approach nearer to God than others,
and walk before him confidently, without slavish fear ;
not as strangers, but as such who are of his own family,
Eph, ii. 19, 20. And this prompts us to do greater
things than others; -walking as free men, Rom. vi. 17,
18. John viii. 35, 36. It is a kingly way ; the law to
us is a royal law, a law of liberty, and our privilege;
not a bond and yoke of compulsion.
4. It is the way only of those that are honourable and
precious in the eyes of the Lord, even his elect and re¬
deemed ones, whose special privilege it is to walk there¬
in ; " no unclean beast goeth there," Isa. xxxv. 8, 9.
No carnal man can walk in this way, but only those that
are taught of God, John vi. 44 46. Nor would it have
come into their hearts without divine revelation.
5. The preparing this way cost Christ very dear. It
is a costly way, Heb. x. 19, 20. 1Pet. iii. 18.
6. It is a good old"way, wherein thou mayest follow
the footsteps of.all the flock.
• 7. It is the way to perfection. It leads to such holiliess, which shall, in a while, be absohÿ 'ly perfect. It

.
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THE GOSPEL MYSTERY
c differs only in degrees and manner of manifestation,
from the holiness of heaven. There the saints live by
the same Spirit ; and the same God is all and in all, 1
Cor. xv. 28. John iv. 14. and have the image of the same
spiritual man,- 1 Cor. xv. 49. Only here we have but
" the first fruits of the Spirit," Rom. viii. 24. and w live
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by faith and not by sight," 2 Cor. v. 7. and "are not
full grown in Christ," Eph Iv. 13. Sanetification in
Christ, is glorification begun j as glorification is saneti¬
fication perfected.
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Tor all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. Being
justified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in Je¬
sus Christ ; whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation, through
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness in the remission
of sins that are past, through the forbearance, of God j to declare, I
say, at this time his righteousness ; that he might be just, and the
justifier of him which believethin Jesus. Rom- iii. 23 26.

ÿ

—

THE apostle having confuted and overthrown all
justification, either of Jew or Gentile, by works, ill
the foregoing discourse, is now proving what he as¬
serted, verses 21, 22, viz. "that the righteousness
of God, withqut the law, is manifested, being wit¬
nessed by the law and the prophets ; even the right¬
eousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ
unto all, and upon all them that believe ; for there is
no difference j" shewing that now in the gospel-times,
there is no difference between Jew and Gentile ; but
that, in the justification of both, the righteousness of
God, without the law is manifested. This he proveth,
by shewing what the gospel teacheth concerning the
way of justification ; for the gospel only reveals the
righteousness of God, Rom. i. 16, 17. "I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for therein is the
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith."
So the words are a declaration of the gospel-way of
justification by the righteousness of God ; and that so
clearly and fully, and the benefit spoken of so great
and glorious, being the first benefit that we receive by
union with Christ, and the foundation of all other
benefits ; that my text is accounted to be evangelium
¥
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tvangelii, a principal part of the written gospel, aa
briefly, and yet fully expressing this excellent point,
290

more than any other text.

Note, in the words particularly, the subject declared
and explained, viz. justification of persons, or their
being justified : and the meaning of it here, is, to be
cleared and Treed from all ambiguities and mjsunderstanding. Justification signifieth makingjust, as sanctification is making holy, glorification making glorious :
but not makingjust by infusion of grace and holiness
into a person, as the papists teach, confounding jus¬
tification and sanctification together ; but making just,
in trial and judgment, by a judicial sentence discharg¬
ing guilt, freeing from blame and accusation ; approv¬
ing, judging, owning, and pronouncing a person to be
righteous. Use alters the signification. It is a jurid¬
ical word, or law term, and hath reference to trial and
judgment. 1Cor. iv. 3, 4. " With me it is a very small
thing, that Ishould be judged of you, or of any bran's
judge myself ; for Iknow nothing
judgment ; yea, I
by myself, yet am Inot hereby justified ; but he that
judgeth me is the Lord." And it is so opposed to
condemnation in judgment, Deut. xxv. 1. "If there
be a controversy between men, and they come into
judgment, that the judges may judge them, then they
shall justify the righteous and condemn the wicked,"
And Mat. xii. 37. " By thy words thou shalt be justi¬
fied, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned."And it is opposed both to accusation and condemnatidD,
Rom. viii. 33, 34. " Who shall lay any thing to the
charge of God's elect ? Who is he that condemiieth ?"
And so Job ix. 20. "HI justify myself, my own
will main¬
mouth shall condemn me civ. xiii. 15. " I
ver. 18. " Ihave
tain mine own ways before him
shall be justified
ordered my cav.se, Iknow that I
ver. 19. " Who is he that will plead with me ?" Here
justification is plainly opposed unto the accusation, of
fault. And it is as plainly opposed to the passing sen¬
tence of condemnation; 1 Kings viii. 32. "Go and

—
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judge thy servants, condemning the wicked to bring
his way upon his head; and justifying the righteous,
to give him according to his righteousness." In this
sense it is a sin to jystify the wicked, Isa. v. 23. Prov.
xvii. 15. Job xxvii. 5. Actions must be existing al¬
ready, and brought to trial, that they may be justifi¬
ed, Job xxxiii. 32. Isa. xliii. 9, 26.
Justice or righteousness consists not in the intrinsic
nature pf an action, but in its agreeableness to a rule
of judgment ; so that actions are called just and right¬
eous, by an extrinsical denomination, with relation
to God's rule of judging. And this righteousness apby trying the action according to the rule, and
y making an estimate of it; which estimate is either

Eears

approving or disapproving, justifying or condemning,
finding it to be a sin or no sin, or breach of the law.
So we may say of the righteousness of persons, -with
reference to such habits or actings. And because the
righteousness of righteous persons appears .when they
are brought to trial and judgment, therefore they are
said then to be in a special manner justified, as if they
were then nfade righteous, viz. when the righteous¬
ness is declared ; as Christ was said to be begotten the
Son of God at the resurrection, Acts xiii. 33 ; be¬
cause he was then declared to be the Son of God,
Rom. i. 4. And in the same sense, we that are adopt¬
ed at present, are said to wait for our adoption, i. e.
the manifestation of it, Rom. viii. 23. And thus even
God is said to be justified, , when we judge of his act¬
ings as we ought' to do, and deem them to be right¬
eous, Job xxxii. 2. Psa. li. 4. Luke vii. 29 ; though
nothing can be added to the infinite righteousness of
God. And wisdom is said to be justified of her chil¬
dren,Mat. xi. 19. So justification is not a real change
<jf a sinner in himself (though a real change is annex¬
ed to it) but only a relative change with reference to.
God's judgment. And thus the word is used in the
text; and so also in matters of judicature throughout
the scripture ; yea, some counted against the papists, .
Digitized by kjooole
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that it is no where in scripture used otherwise, except
by a trope borrowed from this as the proper sense.—
And in the text, it is beyond all doubt meant of being
deimed and accountedjust in the sight of God; for such
a justification is here only treated of, as appears in the
have been the
text, and before, ver. 19, 20. And I
longer explaining the sense of the word, because tfye
mistaking it, by reason of its composition occasioned
that popish error, whereby the benefit signified by it is
obscured, yea, overthrown ; so that we had need to
contend for the sense of the word.
Inthe text we have the eight following things.
1. The persons justified ; (l) sinners. (2) Such sin¬
ners of all sorts that shall believe, whether Jews oi>

Gentiles.

, efficient cause, Goo.
The impulsive cause, grace.
4. The means effecting, or material cause, the re¬
demption of Christ.
5. The formal cause, the remission of sins.
6. The instrumental cause, faith. 7. ' The time of declaring, the present time.
8. The end, ,that God may appear just.
From hence, therefore, will arise several useful ob¬
servations, all tending to explain the nature of justifi¬
cation ; which shall be laid down and cleared out of
the text, and confirmed particularly ; and then t shall
altogether.
tnake use of them
Observ. I. 44 They who are justified, are sinners,
such who are come short' of the glory of God," i. e.
of God's approbation, John v. 44 ; of God's image of
holiness, 2 Cor. iii.'18. Eph. iv. 24; of eternal happi¬
ness, 1Thes. ii. 12. Rom. v. 2. 2 Cor. iv. 17.
1. The law condemns atl sinners, and strike? them
as with a thunderbolt, Rom. Hi. 20 ; and adjudgeth
diem to shame, confusion, and misery, instead of glory
and happiness, by the strict terms of it, Rom. i£
fr—12; which none fulfils, neither can do, Rom. yiii.
7. neither Jews nor Gentiles. There is no hope, isT
free grace restore them not,
2. The justifier or
3.

*
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,
died
and
2. Christ came only to save sinners
this end, Rom. v. 6. " When we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly."—
And, 1 Tim. i. 15. " This is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom Iam chief."—
Mat. ix. 13. "I am not come to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance." Mat. xviii. 11. "The
Son of man is come to save that which was lost."—
And God must be believed on to salvation, as a God
that justifieth the ungodly; he must belieie,. as one
Ahat worktth not, on him that justifieth the ungodly,
Rom. iv. 5.
Observ. II. " Sinners of all sorts, without difference,
whether Jews or Gentiles, that believe, are -the subjects
of this justification." This is the scope of the apostle,
to,shew, that whereas Jews and Gentiles, were univer¬
sally condemned by the light and law of nature, or the
law written ; so the " righteousness of God is upon all
them that believe," ver. 21,22, without difference. This
was a great point to be defended against the Jews in
the apostles' time, who appropriated justification to
themselves, in a legal way, and to such as were prose¬
lytes to the law and circumcision ; and therefore the
apostle Paul vehemently urged it, Rom. x. 11,12. And
it was a point newly revealed to the apostles, that the
Gentiles might be accepted without turning Jews, and
much prized as a very glorious revelation, Acts x. 28,
45. Eph. iii. 4,5,8. Col. i.25 27. And it is confirmed,
. 1. Because notwithstanding the yews' privilege of
the law, by reason of breaking the law, they had us
much need of free justification as the Gentiles, and no
worthiness above the Gentiles by their works, but were
rather great sinners, Rom. ii. 23, 24. And. when there
is equal.need and worth,. God might righteously justify
one as well as another, Rom. iii. 9.
2. God is the God of the Gentiles as well as of the
Jews, Rom. iii. 29 ; as he promised, Rom. iv. 9, 12,.13.
Gal. iii. 8. Isa. xix. 25. Zech. xiv. 9.
¥a
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3. Abraham vcas justified before he.was circumci¬
sed, that he might be the father of thpse that believe,
though uncircumcised, that they might inherit the
same blessing, Rpm. iv. 10-712. '
4. This will appear further, by shewing that justifi¬
cation is only by faith, and without dependence upon
the law, merely by the righteousness of wtother ; and
50 Jews and Gentiles are alike capable of it.
""
Observ. III. " That the '
of justification, is God."
viii. 23. " It is Godthat justifteth." He only can jus¬
tify authoritatively and irreversibly.
1. Because he is the iarv-giver, and hath power to.
save and destroy, James iv. 12. This case concerns
God's law, and can only be tried at his tribunal. Ho
is the judge of the world, Gen. xviii. 25. It is a small.
worthless 'thing to be justified by man, or by ourselves
merely, 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4,
2. To him the debt of suffering for sin, and acting
righteousness, is owed : and therefore he only can give
a discharge for payment, or a release of the debtor*
Psa. li. 4. Mark ii. 7.
Observ. IV. " God justified* souls freely, by his
freely by his grace." One
grace, JWf
t*
of these expressions had been enough ;but this redoub¬
ling it, sheweth the importance of the truth, to quicken.
our attention the more. Here is the impulsive cause
of justification, and his free manner of bestowing it ac¬
cordingly. And this signifies God's free undeserved fa¬
vour, in opposition to any works of our righteousness,
whereby it might be challenged as a debt to t»s, Bom. iv.-3. ."Now, to him that worketh is the reward not reckon¬
ed of grace, but of debt !" xi. 6. "If by grace, then is it
no.more of works otherwise grace is no more grace ;
hut if it be of works, then is it no more grace, other-i
wise work is no more work." Eph. ii. 8, 9. "By grace.
are. ye. saved, through faith ;and that not of yourselves :
it is the gift of God : not of works, lest any man should,
hoast." 2 Tim. i.9. "W'fyo hathsaved us, ifod callecLus
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with an holy calling, not according to our works, but ac¬
cording to his own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus, before the world began." Ver. 10.
But is now made manifest by the appearing of our
"Saviour,
Jesus Christ," &c. Grace is mercy and love
shewed freely, out of God's proper motion; shewing
mercy, because he will shew mercy ;and loving us, be¬
cause he will love us,Rom. ix. 15. And this is .confirmed,
1. Because there was not, nor is any thing in us, but
what might- move God to condemn us ; for we have all
sinned,Eph. ii. 13. Ez. xvi, 6.
2. Because God would take away boasting, and have
his grace glorified and exalted in our salvation. He
will have all the praise and glory, though we have the
blessedness ; Eph. ii. 7,9. " That in the ages to come
he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace, in his
kindness towards us through Christ Jesus.'' And so
Rom. iii. 27.
*

Obsehv. V. God justifieth sinners through the re¬
demption that is"in Jesus Christ, . whom God hath set
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood."
This is the effecting means, or material cause of our jus¬
tification, viz. redemption and propitiation through the
blood of Christ ; which is the righteousness of God
treasured, up in him.
By redemption is meant, properly such a deliverance
as. is by paying a price ; and so the words redeem and
redemption,are frequently used, Exo. xiii. 13. Num. iii.
48ÿ49, 51. Lev. xxv. 24, 51, 52. Jer. xxxii. 7, 8, Neb,
v. 8. From this proper signification, it is borrowed to
signify a deliverance without price, Luke xxi. 28. Eph.
i. 14. iv. 30. or rather, by a metonymy of the cause, put
for the highest effect, the state of glory ;so that the state
of glory is called redemption, as being the completing
and crowning effect of Christ's redemption; therefore it
is called the purchasedpossession, Eph. i. 14.
By a propitiation,is meant, that which appeasedi the
wrath of God for sin, and wins his favour. And this
propitiation of Christ is two ways typified ; first in

Digitized by

C.ooole

296 THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION
propitiatory sacrifices, whose blood was shed. And,
secondly, by the mercy seat ; which was called the pro¬
pitiation, because it covered the ark, wherein was the
law ; and the blood of the sacrifices for atonement was
sprinkled by the High Priest before it. And this mercyseat was a sign of God's favourableness to a sinful peo¬
ple, in residing among them, and was called iXttmifu*
Heb. ix. 5.
Now this doctrine appears confirmed for these reasons.
1. Because Christ, by the will of God, gave himself
a ransom for us, to redeem us from sin and punishment,
Wrath and curse, Tit. ii. 14. " He gave himself for us,
to redeem us from all iniquity!" lie gave himself to
death for iv- ; was delivered for our offences : his death
was the price of our redemption, that we might be jus¬
tified in God's sight. God gave him up to death ; he.
spared him not, that he might be made righteousness,
1 Cor. i. 30. Mat. xx. 28. " He gave his own life a ran¬
som for many; and so, (1Tim. if. 6.) he bought us with
this price," 1 Cor. vi. 20. " He redeemed us not with
silver and gold, but with his precious blood, as of a
lamb without spot," 1Pet. i. 18, 19. 2 Pet. ii. 1. Rev. v.
9. He suffered die penalty due to us for sin, 1Pet.ii.
14. " He bare our sins in his own body on the tree !"
Gal. iii. 13. " He was made a curse for us," and there¬
by redeemed us from the curse of the law -; and that he
might be made a curse he was made sinfor us, 2 Cor.
v. 21. Isa. iii. 5, 6. He subjected himself to the law,
in active as well as passive obedience, Gal. iv. 4. and
obeyed his Father even to death, doing and suffering
at his commandment, John xiv. 31. Heb. x. 7. and hia
obedience was for our justification. Compare Rom. v.
19. with Phil. iii. 8, 9. So Christ satisfied both our
debt of righteousness, and debt of punishment ; for our
faultiness, taint of sin, and want of righteousness as Well
as for our guilt, and obnoxiousness to punishment ; that
we might be free from wrath, and deemed righteous in.
God's sight. His suffering in our room was the ccuisum." mating act of redemption ; and so all is attributed to

,
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it,Heb. ii. 9, 10. even to his blood, though other doings
and sufferings concur, 2 Cor. viii. 9. We are right¬
eous by him as we are guilty by Adam, Rom. v. 12.
2. God accepted this price as a satisfaction, to his j ustice, which he shewed in raising Christ from the dead,
and so acquitting him for all our sins : he was justified
in the Spirit, 1Tim. iii. 16 ;for us, Rom. iv. 25 ; raised
for our justification ,see Rom. viii. 33, 34. " It is God
that justifieth : who is he that condemneth ? It is
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen from the
dead." And, Heb. x. 14, " by one offering he hath
perfected forever them that are sanctified." Eph. v. 2.
" This sacrifice was a sweet smelling savour unto God."
If Christ had sunk under the weight of our sins, and
had not been raised, the payment had not been finished,
and so the debt not discharged, John xvi. 10. "Of
righteousness, because Igo to my father."
3. This redemption is in Christ, as to the benefit of
"it ; so that it cannot be had, except we be in Christ, and
have Christ : so the text expresseth and sheweth that he
is the propitiation ;ahd, as such, he is our righteousness,
1 Cor. i. 30. We have redemption and righteousness
in him, Eph. ii. 7. 2 Cor. v. 21 ;and therein our freedom'from, condemnation, Rom. viii. 1. Christ died,
that his seed might be justified, Isa. liii, 10, 11; those
that are in him by spiritual regeneration, 1Cor. iv. 15.
Observ. VI. " The formal cause of justification, or
that wherein it consists, is, the remission of sins; i. e. not
only the guilt and punishment is removed, but the fault;
because it is a pardon grounded on justice-, which cleareth the fault also. By him we are justified from all
things that the law chargeth us with," Acts xiii. 39.
Inmen, subject to a law, there is no middle condition
between r.ot imputing sin, and imputing righteousness :
and so these terms are used as equivalent, Acts xiii. 38,
39. " Through this man is preached the forgiveness of
and by him all that believe are justified," &c.
-, sins;
Rom. iv. 6—8. 2 Cor. v. 19, 21. Rom. v. 17. This is
through the bloodshed of Christ, Eph.i.7.Mat.xxvi.
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Observ. VII. " God justifieth a sinner through faith
in Christ's blood." Faith is the instrumental cause of
receiving this benefit, faith in the blood of Christ.
1. This faith is believing on Christ, that we may be
justified by him ; Gal. ii. 16. " Knowing that a man
is not justified by tjie works of the law, but by the faith
of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ
that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and
not by the works of the law." We believe in Christ
for justification, out of A sense of our inability to ob¬
tain justification by works.
2. This faith doth not justify us, as an act of right¬
eousness , earning and procuring our justification by the
work of it, as under the law; diametrically opposite to
grace and free gift, which excludes all consideration of
any works of ours, to be our righteousness, under any
diminitive terms whatever, whether you call it legal or
evangelical', though you reckon it to be no more than the
payment of a pepper-corn, Rom.xi". G. Faith in this case >
is accounted a not-working,Rom. iv. 5. And it is not
faith that stands instead of the righteousness of the lawT
but the righteousness of Christ,which satisfieth for "what
we ought to have done or suffered, as hath been shewed.
3. God justifieth by faith, as the instrument whereby ;
we receive Christ and his righteousness, by which we
are justified properly ; and we are justifed by faith only
metonymically, by reason of the righteousness received
by it : and to be justified by faith and by Christ, is all
one, Gal. iii. 8. Rom. v. 19. By faith we receive re-.
mission of sins, Acts xxvi. 18. x. 43. Its effect is, "the
reception of justification, not the working it, as a man,
may be said to be maintained by his hands, or nourish¬
ed by his mouth, when those 'do but receive that which
nourisheth, his food and drink. The cup is put from
the liquor in the cup, 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27. See Rom. i.
17. iii. 22. Christ is in us by faith, Eph. iii. 17; re- *
•dcived, ate, drunk, John i. 12. vi. 51—54.
4. This faith is to be understood exclusively, to all ,
our works for justification. "We defend, against the pa298
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fists, justification by faith only ; and there is nothing
more Fully expressed in scripture-phrase, Rom. iii. 28.
Gal.'ii. 16. Phil. iii. 8, 9. liom. iv. 16.
5. We must understand faith in a full sense of receiv¬
ing remission of the fault, as well as of the punishment.
"We believe God accounts not the fault to us of the least
sin. And where faith is said to be accountedfor right¬
eousness, it is because of the object it receives, Rom. iv.
5 8. 2 Cor. v. 19, 21. We believe Christ's righteous¬
ness is imputed to us as our sins are to him ; or else
we receive not remission of sins by believing, which is
contrary to charging us with sin and condemnation :
which charging signifies imputing sin, Rom.viii. 33, 34.
Together with the- removal of the charge of sin, we
receive the gift of righteousness, Rom.v. 17. And this
we have in the reception of Christ's redemption and
bloodshed, Eph. i. 7. Mat. xxvi. 28.
Observ. Vlfl. " That God, in setting forth Christ
to be a propitiation .through faith in his blood, aimed
tp declare his righteousness, now under the gospel, for
the remission of sins that are past as well as present
of those sins that were fast, and committed under the
oid Testament, which was God's time of forbearing in
pardoning, long before his justice was actually satisfied
by Christ's atonement, Heb. xiii. 8. Rev. xiii. 8. Mat.
Xviii. 26. The ground of these pardons is now reveal¬
ed by Christ's coming, Isa. li. 5, 9. lvi. 1. Dan. ix. 24.
jSTTim. \ 9,'10 ; that those pardons may be no blemish
to the justice of God now satisfied, Ex. xxxiv. 7. Psa.
Ixxxi. 10.
1 By this righteousness is meant that righteousness
inthe proposition, Rom', iii. 21, 22.
e>f God mentioned
of which jther text is but a confirmation, viz. the rightedusness of Clod ; not his essential'righteousuess, that
stfhich is ah •essential property of God, but even that
righteousness, ..which is upon all them that do believe;
Christ's righteousness, Whichis the end of the law,Rom.
4ic,3v 4;
therefore; called Gad's righteoiiS7iess\, that
wrought,for us, which is given to hi, and
*
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we receive by faith ; that whereby Christ answered the
law for us ; by which, as the price, he redeemed us
which is called God's righteousness, because it is of
God's working, and it only hath God's acceptance and
approbation ; as Christ is called the Lamb of God, be¬
cause God provided him and accepts him as an offering,
John i. 29. Upon th$ like account, Chrisfs kingdom is
called the kingdom of God, because God's own hand set
it up and maintained it, and rules it, Eph. v. 5. Christ
who became obedient to death, to work this righteous¬
ness, was God as well as man, Phil. ii. 6, 8. And this
is'that righteousness which the apostle opposeth to his
own, that which is in Christ ; which he had through
faith. And this is the righteousness of God here, and
in other places ; " the righteousness which is of God
by faith, Phil. iii. 9.
2. God aimed at declaring, in the gospel times, his
righteousness in forgiving sins past, in the time of
God's forbearance under the Old Testament, Rom. iii.
25 j and also In justifying those that believe in Christ
at present ; for it was by the righteousness of the same
Christ, that sins were pardoned under the Old Testa¬
ment, as well as now, Heb. xiii. 8. Christ was the
44
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world," Rev.'
xiii. 8 ; only the righteousness was not actually fulfilled
and revealed then, but it was shadowed out then, by
the sacrifices, ransoms, redemptions, Sic. Heb. x. 1, 2,
9,10. So this was a time of God's forbearance : be¬
cause he pardoned sins, as if it were, without present
payment and satisfaction. He had patience, and did *
not exact the debt, until Christ paid all, Mat xviii. 2Q.
But then God promised, that he would reveal his right¬
eousness in due time, Isa. lvi. 1. and i. 5, 6. Psa. xcviii,
2. Dan.*ix, 24. And this he hath done by. the appeagr
ance of Christ, 2 Tim. i. 10,
Gbserv. IX. " The end of this manifestation is, that
God may appear just ,in forgiving sins past . as well as
present, and thejuslifier of him that believeth inJesus."
Here the essential property of God is exalted, atÿd apr
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pears glorious in justifying by-the forementioned right¬

eousness of God.

I. As God justifteth freely by grace, lie would ap¬
pear hereby just in justifying sinners ; for, it,would be
a blemish to God's justice, to forgive- without a satisfaction, and righteousness performed ; and therefore,
though he be gracious and merciful, yet he will not clear
thegiiUty, Ex. xxxiv. 7. Gen. xviii. 25. Ex. xxiii. 7.
And so the saints of God concluded, that God had a
righteousness and redemptionÿ whereby he forgave sin,
though it was not then revealed, Psa. li. 14. exxx. 7, 8.
and ttxliii. 1, 2. Godwoulti'have justice and mercy.to
meet in our salvation, Psa. lxxxv. 10.
2-. God would have it appear, that he only is just,
and therefore savethus, not by our own righteousness,
but by his : whfch is indeed the more exalted by our
unrighteousness occasionally, though God is not there¬
fore unrighteous in taking vengeance, Rbm. iii. 4, 5.
Dan. ix. 7.
3. God would appear to be the only procurer and
worker of our righteousness, and so our justifier by way
of procurement, as well as by way of judgment ; and
s6 he will justify us by a righteousness of his own, and
not by our own, Isa. liv. 17. xlv. 22, 24, 25. that we
glory in the Lord only, 1 Cor. i. 30, 31.
Use I. It serves for instruction by way of encou¬
ragement and consolation ;that the great happiness of
those that arc in Christ, is that their sins are forgiven,
and they accountedjust in the sight of the judge of the
world, through the redemption that is by the blood of
Christ; and this benefit contains all blessedness of life,
and the conssequences thereof, Rom. iv. 6. That man
"
ÿ

*

,

untowhom God imputeth righteousness without works,"
hath a blessedness therein, and such an extensive bles¬
sedness, in regard to the spiritual part, as Abraham
had,' comprehending all spiritual blessings in Christ i
for"-they which-be of faith, are blessed with faithful
Abraham," Gal. iii. 9. For this righteousness, being
the fundamental blessing, is revealedfromfaith tofaith;
7t
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and they that are by faith just, and justified through
that righteousness, do live by faith, always receiving itÿ
and receiving nourishment and comfort by it,Horn- i.,15."
1 They are delivered from the charge of sin and fault
ÿ02

.

before God; Rom. viii. 33, 34. TmyxitXtrei: Who
shall lay any thing to their charge, or suffered to, bring
in, at God's tribunal, any indictment, charge, or accu- sation against them ? It is God that justifieth them :
and Christ hath died and rose again. They are re¬
deemed from among men, being the first frosts to God
and the Lamb. In their mouth there is no guile ; and
they are without fault [
before the throne," Bey.
,
xiv. 4, 5. See also Col. i. 22.
2. They are delivered from all condemnation in sen¬
tence and execution; the curse and wrath of God, Gal,
iii. 13. " Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us." 1Thcs. i.10. " Jesus,
who delivered us from the wrath to come." Psa. Ixxxy.
•3. "Thou hast taken away all thy wrath : thou hast turn*
ed thyself from the fierceness of thine anger." See ver.
5,6. The wrath of God is an insupportable burden, and
the foundation of all miseries ;which foundation is raz¬
ed, and a foundation of all blessedness laid, whereby we
have peace with God, and are fully reconciled of God,
Rom. v. 1, 2. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. CoL i. 21,22. " You that
were sometimes alienated, and enemies inyour mind by
wicked works,yet now hath he reconciled, inthe body of
hisflesh,through death,fo present you holy and unblama¬
ble, and unreprovable in his sight." Now,where there is
no blame before God ;there can be no wrath from God.
3. They have no need to seek salvation by the wqt&s
of the larv ;and so are delivered from a yoke that qannot
lie borne ; from endless observances that pharisees and
papist's have heaped up ;from continual frights, dopbts,
fears and terrors by the law, Acts xv. 10. Rom. viii. 15;
from a wrathrworking law, Rom. xv. 15 ; from a sinirritating law, Rom. vi. 5 ; from akillioglaw, a " min¬
istration of death and condemnation," 2 Con iii. 6,7,
9 Mount Sinai,which gendereth to bondage," Gal.iv.24k
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4. Hence they are delivered from a condemning con¬
science, which otherwise would still gnaw them as a

worm : Heb. ix. 14. Ifthe blood of bulls and of goats,
and the ashes of an heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanc-

"

tifieth to the purifying of the flesh, how much more
shall the blood of Christ,who,through the eternal Spirit,
offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God ?" A
guilty conscience is a foul conscience ; and it will make
all services and duties dead works, unfit for the service
of the living God : it is the blood of Christ applied by
faith, that fakes off the foulness of guilt from the con¬
science ; therefore the blood of Christ hath the only ef¬
ficacy this way to take off the conscience of sin, Heb.
x. 1, &c./ Hence they come to have a good conscience,
1Pet. iii. 2 ; void of offence towards God,Acts xxiv. 16.
5. It is an everlasting righteousness ;by which their
standing in Christ is secured, Dan. ix. 24. It is an eter¬
nal redemption that is obtained,ÿ Heb. ix. 12. Whereas,
by the law, those that were justified to-day typically
might fall under condemnation ; so far as to need an¬
other sacrifice for sin to-morrow : they -had no real pur¬
gation of conscience from sin by these sacrifices ; and
therefore could not have a lasting delivery of their con¬
sciences of their guilt by them. Here it is far otherwise ;
here is an effectual, complete and perpetual redempton,
reaching the conscience of the sinner,andforthe purging
away of all sins, past present and to come, 1 John i. 7.
6. It is a righteousness of infinite value ; because it is
the righteousness of one that is God; and his name is
Jehovah our Rjghteoushess, Jer. xxiii. 6. Heb. ix.
14. It is therefore more powerful to save than Adam's
sin was to destroy or condemn, Rom. v. Christ is here
the power of God, 1 Cor. i. 24. Hence we are powerful,
aftd conquer by faith. Likewise, there is a marvellous
plenty of mercy and grace, that is brought to us by fehovah our righteousness;and plenteous redemption,Psn.
cxxx. r. It must be most plentiful, because infinite.
Though no creature could satisfy for sin, yet Jehovah

,
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could do it abundantly ; and therefore in Christ, Gpd's
mercy prevails high above our sins, Psa. ciii. 11,12.
7. God'sgrace andjustice are both engaged on our be¬
half in this righteousness. Justice is terrible, and seems
to be against mercy, and dreadful to natural people :but
it is otherwise to believers ; it is pacified and appeased
through this righteousness; it is satisfied by Christ for
our sins. Justice becomes our friend, joins in with
grace : and instead of pleading against us, it is alto¬
gether for us ; and it speaks contrary to what it speaks
to sinners out of Christ, Josh. xxiv. 19, 20. "We may
also plead justice for forgiveness, through mercy in
Christ, Rom.iii. 29.
8. We may be 6urc of holiness and glory ,• delivery
from the powerand dominion of sin,as well as the charge
of it before God, and guilt in our consciences : for this
was the end of Christ's death, Tit. ii. 4. Rom, vL 6, 14.
viii.3,4,30. "Whom he justified, them he also glorified.''
The law was the streng- b of sin ; for sin had its title to
rule in us by reasonof the curse : and thence Satan alsp
rules ; but here is our .deliverance from sin and Satan.;
yea, from death too, JIcb.ii.14,15. lies.r.iii. 14. -And,
by the same reason we are raised by the excellent right¬
eousness ton better state than we had in Adam at first ;
for Christ died, that we might receive the adoption pf
sons, and the Spirit ; that we might be brought undef
a new covenant, and be set in the right way of holi¬
ness, serving out of love, GaL iii. 14. 1-Johnjv, 19.
Gal. iv. 5. Heb. IX. 15. Rom. v. 11. hake i, 74. Col.
ii.

13.
9. We may be sure,

hence, of a concurrence of all
things for our good. Ail things shall work for good,
through grace,, to bring us to glory ; because God is
for us, who is the creator and governor of allthings,
Rom. viiL; 28, 31,33. -vGod " will never be wroth
•with us, nor rebuke us in anger any more," Isa, liv.
9, Rom. v. 2, 5.
10. llence we may come before God without confu¬
sion °ff(<cet yea, with baldness to the throne of grace
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in Chrises name, John xiv. 13, 24 j and expect all
good things from him ; Eph. iii. 12. 44 In whom we
have boldness and access with confidence by the faith
of him." Heb. x. 22, 23. 44 Let us draw near with the
full assurance of faith." Christ's blood pleads for us •
in heaven, Heb. xii. 24 ; and we may and are to plead
boldly a satisfaction on his account.
11. We live in those times when this righteousness
isfully revealed, and sin made an end of, Roib. iii. 21,
22. Phis is our happiness above all those that lived
before Christ's coming, who were under types and sha¬
dows of this righteousness : when as we have the sub¬
stance in its own light : and so we are not under the
law, which they were under as a school- master. We
are not servants, but sons, called to liberty, Gal. iii.
23,26. iv. 7. v. 13. The preaching the old covenant,
as a church ordinance to be urged, is now ceased ; the
law is not to be preached now in the same terms as
Moses preached it for justification, Rom. x. 5—8. 2
Cor. iii. 6, 7. Gal. iii. 13, 24 ; it is contrary in terms
of faith, though it were subservient.
Use II. For examination, whether we be in Christy
and have received this justification by faith with all
our hearts.
1. Consider, whether you be made really sensible of
sin, and your condemnation by the law. This is ne¬
cessary to make us fly to Christ ; and for. this as one
gjreat end, was the law given, Gal. iii. 22-—24. Mat.
IX. 13. Acts ii. 3r. Without sense of sin, there will
be nd prizing of Christ, or desire of holiness ; but
rather abuse of grace to carnal security and licentious¬
ness. Those that were stuitg with the fiery serpentsÿ

looked up to the brazen serpent.
2. Dost thou trust only upon free mercy for justi¬
fication in God's sight, renouncing all thy works what¬
ever in this point, as hot able to stand in them before
Cod's exact justice, crying mercy with the poor pub¬
lican ? Perfectionists, and self-righteous persons, have
np share in this matter, Luke xviiL 13, 14. Paul.
'
Z2
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notwithstanding all that the World might think he had
plead for himself, ucounted all things but dung, that
he might win Christ, and be found in him, not hav¬
ing his own righteousness which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness'
which is of God by faith," i. e. the redeeming arrd
propitiation-righteousness of Christ ; whereby he de¬
sired only to be justified, and which he believed In for.
that end, opposing it to any thing inherent in himself ;
which therefore lie calls his ozvfi righteousness, Phil. iii.
6, 8, 9. Rom. iv. 5.
3. Dost thou trust with any confidence in Christ, not
continuing in a mere suspense ? In a way off mere
doubting, we can receive no good thing from God,
James i. 6, ?. Mere doubting will not loose the con¬
science from the guilt of sin, Heb. x. 22 ; but leitveth
the soul under terrors. Abraham's confidence is the
example and pattern of our justifying faith, that we
would endeavour to come up unto, believing with a
fulness of persuasion, in hope against hipet, Rom. iv.
20, 84. Though a believing soul may he 'assaulted
with many doubtings ; yet it fights agairtst them, and
doth not give up itself to the dominion Of them, Psa.
xlii.ll. Mark ix. 24. It hath always something con¬
trary to them, and striving with them.
4. Dost thou come to Christ for remission if sifts,fieri:
the right end, namely, that thou mayest be freedfroth.
the dominion of sin before the living God, Heb. ix. 14Psa. cxxx. 'Pit. ii. 14. 1 Pet. iu 44. If otherwise,
thou dost not receive it for the right end : anddeslreSt
not really the favour and enjoyment of God, aiid'tohh
in friendship with him.
5. Dost thou xvaNt in holiness,and strive to evidence
this justification by the fruits of faith, in good Works ?.
If otherwise, thv faith is but a dead faitn ; for a true
fhith parifeth the Heart, Acts xv. 9. If Christ he
thine, he will be sanctification as Well as righteousnessr
1 Cor. i. 60. Rom. viii. 1, 9. John xiii. S. If G6d
' Ae thee into his favour, he will doubtless tltanse

to
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thee. Though faith alone justifies, -without the con¬
currence of works to the act of justification ; yet that
faith is not so alone, as not to be accompanied with
good works : as the eye alone seeth, yet it is not »lon<e,
without other members. So the apostle James declareth, faith that is alone, to be dead, and biddeth «s
shew our faith by our works ; which is to be under*. stood, not as if works were the conditions of attaining
justification, but sure evidences of justification attain¬
ed by faith; and very necessary, Jam. ii. 14-, IS.—
The gospel is no covenant of works, requiring another
righteousness for justification by doing for life. Works
justify us from such accusations of men as will -deny
us to have justification by -faith, -or that we have a true
and lively faith; Or are goad trees, Mat. srii. 33, 37 ;
trot as being -bur righteousness themselves, or condi¬
tions of trar having Christ's righteousness, or qualifyh»g us -for it.
tfsE-FH. Itserveth for exhortation to several duties.
1. To the wicied. It is dehortation unto them from
continuance insin, under God's wrath, running headlong
to damnation ; for here is a door of mercy opened to
them ;a righteousness prepared that they may be freely
accepted of God. Some men are desperadoes : "They
have loved strangers, and after them they will go," Jer.
ii 25. They are resolved to run the risk of it; and please
themselves that they shall speed as well as others. And
some men would be justified, but seek for it in a wrong
way. Some will go to the Pope, to quiet their conscien¬
ces by his deceits : some to their own works and per¬
formances, but you are exhorted to look out for the
true righteousness. Christ saith in the gospel, Behold
me, Behold me ;the kingdom of heaven is open ;mercy
and righteousness are freely offered, Tsa. Iv. 6, 7. Jer.
iii. 12. Repentance is preached with the remission of
sins, Luke xxiv. 47. Acts ii. 38. Beware you do not
neglect "this acceptable time, this day of salvation,"
Hub. ii. 1, 3. Eor, (l) if you do you remain under the
wrath of God, John iii. 36. under the curse of the law ;
y
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which, like a flood, sweeps away all that are found outof this ark, the Lord Jesus Christ, Psa. xi. 5, 6. (2)
Your condemnation will be aggravated by refusing so
great salvation, lleb. ii. 3. You will have no cloak for
your sins, when you refuse mercy, John xv. 22. Yoti
cannot say, you are undone, by your past sins, beyond
recovery, and therefore it is in vain to strive ; for be¬
hold, remission of sins is proclaimed unto you, Ezek.
xxxiii. 10, 11. And what a horrid sin is it to despise
the blood of the Son of God ? John iii. 18, 36.
Object. I. " If God justifieth the ungodly,'' Rom.
forsake ungodliness at all ?" Rom.
iv. 5. " what need I
vi. 1.
Ans. Thou .canst not seek justification frw/y, except
thou hast a mind to live to God in friendship with him ;
foi" justification is God's way of taking us into friend¬
ship with him, Rom. v. 1, 2 f and of reconciling us,
2 Cor. v. 19. The use thou art to make of it is to seek
God's friendship by it and the enjoyment of hinj. "Why
doth a man seek a pardon, if he intend to go on in re¬
bellion and stand out in defiance to his prince ? 1Pet.
ii. 24. They seek pardon in a mocking way, that in¬
tend not to return to obedience, Gal', vi. 7, 8.
Object. II. My sine are so great, that I
have no en¬
couragement to hope. ,
Ans. Christ's righ'teousness is for all sorts of sinners
that believe, whether Jews or Gentiles ;and how great
sinners were of both sorts ? Rom. i. ii. iii ;and even for
those that killed and murdered the Lord ofglory, Acts
ii. 23, 36. 1Cor. ii. $ : for the chiefof sinners, 1Tim.
i. 15. Acts xv i, " Where sin abounds, grace superabounds," ,Rom. v. 20. Your sins are but the sins of
a creature, but his righteousness is the righteousness of
God, John vi. 37. Rom. x. 3, 11, 13.
Exhort. II. It exhorts those that have a mind to
turn to God, to turn the right way, by faith in Christ
for justification. Let them not seek by works, as most
in the world do, Rom. ix. 31, 32. But this doctrine
seems very foolish, yea, pernicious to a natural mam.
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a fopl, .that thou irtayest be bvise," 1 -Cor.
" Become
18 ; otherwise you will labour in the fire, arid
iii.
weary, yourselves for very vanity, and be under con¬
tinual discomforts and discouragements ; for, ybu can
do no good work while you are in the flesh, under
the law, and its curse, before Gcd receive "you into
favour ; for justification is, in order of nature, before
true holiness of heart and life, 1 Tim. i. 5. Heb. ix.
14. Faith is the great work, and mother duty, John
vi. 29. Gal. v, 6. Isa. lv. 2, &c, and therefore' white
you believe not, you dishonor Christ and his death,
Gal. ii. 21, v. 2—4. Therefore come boldly, though

you have been a great sinner ; Acts x. 43 ; and seek

righteousness in Christ Jesus with holiness, Bom,

.

viti. 1. . '
Quest. But how shall Iget faith ?
A. Faith is the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8 ; and by dm
gospel, Rom. ii. 15 17V Faith cometh by Jiearingthe
gosp*-d preached, Rom. x. 17 ; and that comes in work¬
ing faith, not in word only, but in power, '1 Thts. i.
5. beyond what can be done by natural and human at¬
tainment, John vi. 63. Therefore, if thou hast no
beginning of it in thee, thy only way is to attend to
the gospel, and to meditate on thy sin and misery, and
Christ's excellency, that so thou mayest be ihclmed m
thy heart to believe,- Song i. 3. Gal, ii. 10. Psa., ix.
10 ; for this is the way God useth to beget faith, Isa.
lv. 3. But, If thou hast a desire ' and inclination lb
fly from thyself to Christ, in the bent of thy heart,
so that thou preferrest Christ above all, then the Spirit
hath begun and will carry on the work : so that now
thou mayst pray confidently for faith, Song. i. 4. Luke
jti. 13. Mark ix. 24.
Object. III. " But without holiness no man shall
§ee the Lord," Heb. xii. 14. And, hoio shall I
get
holiness ? I
cannot sanctify myself; and this confidence
you speak of may slacken my diligence.
Answ. If thou hast righteousness in Christ, God
jvjll make thee holy.: and this confidence- is the onlv

—
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way to get holiness, because of that righteousness,
310

Rom. v. 21. 'I"he new covenant is confirmed hv him,
which promiseth anew heart. If sin be forgiven, thoti
shah be delivered from its power and quickened by the
same death and resurrection of Christ, whereby thou
art justified, Col. ii. 12, 13.
Exhort. III. It exhorteth them that are justified
bu faith. 1st, To walk humbly, as being nothing of
themselves j to acknowledge themselves enemies to
God by nature, and acknowledge their sins in the great¬
ness and heinousness of them ; that, they" are saved
freely by the righteousness of another, not by their
own ; yea, that they are so far fallen, that the jus¬
tice of God would have been against them, if it had
not been satisfied, Psa. lxxi. 16. Rom. iii. 37 ; but
now they see that Christ hath satisfied, and his right¬
eousness is above their sins, Ezek. xxxvi. 31.
2. To praise and glorify God, through Christ, for
his grace. Oh ! what abundant grace and love ap¬
pears in God's washing aud cleansing us by his Son's
blood! Rev. i. Si Gal, ii. 20 ; and in making his Son
sin and a curse for us ! Rom. v. 5, 8. 1" John iv. 9,
10. iii. 16. 2 Cor. viii. 9 > and what a glorious and
.excellent righteousness hath God giveu us in Christ 1
-•
•Isa. Ixi. 10.
. 3. To Walk comfortably, upon the account of this
righteousness, Isa. xl. 1, 2. Triumph over sin and
affliction, Rom. viii. 33, 39. Jle confident ill expect¬
ing great things from God, Heb. x. 32; for, though
you may be unworthy, and grace will shew you your
own unwarthiness, yet you stand upon the righteous¬
ness of .Christ. Glory in' the hope of God's glory y
for, if Christ died to reconcile you, when you were
'enemies, much more will he save* you by his life, now
you are reconciled, Rom. v. 3, 10. Ask Boldly fqr
what you want ; for God is in Christ's manhood as
the mercy-seat. Whenever sin stingsÿ and objections
.frotible }'ou, look.to the brazen serpent; confess sin,
(tod trust for pardon ;> meditate op. Christ's righteou*-

•
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ness, and abundance of grace in him, Rom. viii.32.—
If you find never so much ungodliness, no good quali¬
fications > yet Christ is at hand for your comfort, Isa.
1. 10. 2 Thes. ii. 16, IT. In all- your sins apply your¬
selves to this fountain, Zech. xiii.l. 1 John i. 7. If
sin lie on the conscience, it weakens peace- and spir¬
itual strength. Lie not under guilt with a slavish fear ;
you.have a righteousness to deliver you from it; ap->
ply it by faith, that you may have no more conscience
of sin as condemning, Heb. x,. 2. Psa. xxxii. You
have a better righteousness than any perfectionists can

have.
4. To holdfast this way of justification, notwith¬
standing all the noise that ismade in the world against
it ; for the devil will strive to scare you out of it, or
steal it from you ; as he did from the Jews, from the
Galatians, the Papists, and many Protestants, GaL i.
6. And the apostles reckons it is by a spiritual bewitchery. He will strive to get you to trust upon
works, and tell you, it is for the promoting of holi¬
ness ; and to trust on works to get Christ,' and to lay
works lowest in the foundation.1* If you lose this
righteousness of Christ, under any colour or pretence
whatever, you lose all, Gal. v. 2, 3. Do not so dis¬
honor Christ, as to think of procuring that by works
which you have so fully in Christ. Think not that
the gospel requires another justification to gain this ;
for, the gospel is no legal covenant, but a declaration
of the righteousness of faith ; and we being justified,
are heirs by adoption and promise, Gal. iii. 24—26.
iv, 7. This is the doctrine which glorifieth God, and
abaseth the creature ; which is a great mark of truth.
Beware therefore, of carnal reason ; which will g®
quite contrary, and make Christ's righteousness a stum¬
bling-stone to thee, 2 Pet. ii. 8. Rom. ix. 32, 34.
5. To walk as one that enjoys the favor of God in
Christ. Let him have the honor of it. Walk there¬
fore in holiness, knowing by what price you are re-1
deemed, 1Pet. i. 17, 18. 2>Cor. v. 14, IS. 8 Pet. i. 5,
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11.1 Cor. vi. 20. Love God that hath laved you
first,, 1Jobpiv. 19. i?sa. cxxvi. 16.; Behove that God'
w.ili x,;ahlu yon, for the practice of.1holiness, Bom. vi.
14-. Particularly,c walk in love to the saints ;;exesciteo-

fo8giv.caies3.to y ear roijiaieBÿ •fccnsc.of yoarownsiti6,
and God's forgiving. yau< will, cause: you; to pity and
forgive others ;else you cannot pray or trust for for¬
giveness .of your own sins uptai reasonable grounds,
liph. iv. 31, 32. ALit.vi, 14> 15. xviii. 21.1 Desire
grace may he exrtlted upoa others; ; ami wait patiently
for. the £ull declaration. df justification at the great
day, Gal. v 5. Acts iii. 19 j for here, your justifica¬
tion) is known, only by faith.; but in outward things
you are dtultvwith as a sinner ; then your righteous¬
ness shall appear -openly,, and you shall be dealt with
according to it,

THE END.
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