SERMONS UPON 2 THESSALONIANS L 3.

SERMON L

We are bound to thank God always jfor you, brethren, as it is meet,
because that your faith growelh exceedingly, and the charity of
every one of you all towards each other aboundeth.—2 THEs. 1. 3.

Trae first part of this epistle is gratulatory, for the Thessalonians’
perseverance and increase in grace; in which—(1.) The apostle giveth
thanks to God; (2.) He telleth of the fame thereof in the churches,
ver. 4, that he might the better encourage and exhort them to con-
tinue. By both he intimateth his love and spiritual affection to them.

In his thanksgiving to God we may take notice of—

1. The affectionate manner.

2. The matter of this thanksgiving, the increase of their faith and
charity.

For the manner, it 1s done emphatically, * We are bound to thank
God always for you, as it is meet.” There are threc emphatical words:
¢ Always;’ this work of God among them was much upon his heart,
and still give him new matter of praising God in their behalf. Then
there is the obligation from justice and equity, signified in those words,
opeihouer, ¢ We are bound,’ and xabws aiov éorw, ‘ As it is meet ;’
there the expression is stronger. e doth not only tell them that he
did it, but that he ought to do it, * We are bound, and it is meet’
The first expression respects the mercy of God, so there was a debt of
dnty lying npon him ; there was justice in the case. The second
respects their estate, ‘It was meet;’ becoming the condition into
which grace had bronght them, and so there was equity in the case.
Some refer this last clause to the performance of the duty, that he
gave thanks as was meet ; that is, in that manner which so great a
benefit deserveth, not slightly and perfunctorily, but with great rejoic-
ing. But rather it refers to the apostle’s judgment of their estate:
¢ As it is meet, hearing what I do, for me to judge of you; for a
parallel expression doth thus explain it, Phil. 1. 7, “ Even as it is mect
for me to think thus of you all” He conceived himself bound to
judgeof them all to be such as had owned the Lord with a sincerc
faith, and his people with a sincere love, and were likely to continue
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