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SERMON UPON PROVERBS VI. 6-8.

Qo to the ant, thow sluggard ; consider her ways, and be wise: which
having no quide, overseer, or vruler, provideth her meat n the
summer, and gathereth her jood in the harvest—Prov. vi. 6-8.

Max being fallen from God, and the primitive perfection of his nature,
may be taught his duty by the meanest creatures; therefore in scrip-
ture we are often referred to the beasts of the field and fowls of the air.
As, for instance, to cure our ingratitude, the prophet bids us consider the
beasts: Isa.i. 3, ‘The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s
crib; but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.” And
to cure our distrust, Christ sends us to the ravens: Luke xii. 24,
“Consider the ravens: for they neither sow, nor reap; which neither
have storehouse, nor barns; yet God feedeth them : how much more
are ye better than the fowls” And to cure our insensibility and im-
providence in the season of action, and to put us on using fit remedies,
we are sent to the stork and erane: Jer. viil. 7, ¢The stork in the
heavens knoweth her appoiuted tinies, and the turtle, and the crane,
and the swallow, observe the time of their coming; but my people
know not the judgment of the Lord” These creatures know the time
of coming and going, but man is stupid and senseless. Now here we
are sent to school to a far more inferior creature, the ant or pismire.
Certainly there is a great deal of morality in the bosom of nature, if
we had the skill to find it out. There are in most of the creatures
shadows botli of virtues and vices; and if I may speak my mind, these
are the true layman’s books, and the images {rom whence we may learn
understanding and the knowledge of God.

Here, to shame him, the slugeard is sent to the ant—‘Go to the
ant, thou sluggard, &e.

In which words we have—(1.) The learner, the sluggard. (2.) The
teacher, the ant. (3.) The manner of address directed, ¢ Go, consider
her ways, and be wise. (4.) The lesson to be learned, diligence and
labour, or providence and foresight. Diligence and labour, in that
“she provideth her meat, and gathereth her food.” And providence and
foresight, that this is done in ‘harvest and summer;’ in the time
when it is to be had, when there is much grain spilt or shed. (5.) The
enforcement of this lesson ; that the ant doth this though she hath ‘no
guide, overseer, and ruler.’

1. The scholar or learner is the sluggard, who is averse and back-
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