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VER. 9.] SERMONS UPON ROMANS VIII. 5

of the Spirit throngh faith ; the rock was smitten by the rod of Moses
twice, 1 Cor. x. 4. And these two gifts are inseparable; where he
giveth the one, he giveth the other; we have both, or none: 1 Cor. vi.
11. *But ye are justified in the name of onr Lord Jesns, and by the
Spirit of our God :” and Tit. iii. 5, 6, 7,  But aceording to his merecy he
saved us by the washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy
Ghost, which he shed on ns abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Saviour, that being justified by his grace, we shonld be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.” 1Ile freeth us at the same time
a malo morale, which is sin; and a molo naturalz, which is pnnishment,

[3.] When we enter into the covenant of grace, we enter into covenant
with Ffather, Son, and Holy Ghost; with God, and with the Redeemer,
and with the Sanctifier: Mat. xxviii. 19, * We are baptized in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” What is our covenant
with the Holy Ghost? It implieth both our duty and our benefit;
our benefit is that we expect that the Holy Ghost should regenerate
us, and renew us to the image of God, and plant us into Christ by
faith, and then dwell in us, and maintain God’s interest in our souls,
and so make us saints and believers: and our duty is to consent to give
up ourselves to him as onr sanctifier, and to obey his powerful motions,
before we are made partakers of the Holy Ghost.

[+.] The necessity of having the Spirit appeareth, in that withont
him we ean do nothing in ehristianity from first to last; it is the Spirit
nuiteth us to Christ, and planteth us into his mystieal hody: 1 Cor.
xil. 13, ¢ By one Spirit we are baptized into one body ;’ it is by the Spirit
we give up ourselves to God as our God and reconciled Father in Christ,
and to Christ as our Redeemer and Saviour—and so are planted into
his mystical body : 1 Cor. vi. 17, * Bat he that is joined to the Lord is
one spirit”  As a man and a harlot are one flesh, so we are one spirit ;
the union is spirttual for kind, and the Spirit is the aunthor of it.  So
for further sanectification, and consolation, and mortification ; take it
either for the purging ont lusts or suppressing the aets of sin; for the
purging out of lusts: 1 Pet. 1. 22, ¢ Seeing ye have purified your souls
 obeying the truth throngh the Spirit.” Pride, worldliness, and
sensuality, these are purged out more and more by the Spirit. Or
suppressing the acts of sin : Rom. viil. 13, " If ye throngh the Spirit do
mortify the deeds of the body.” So for vivification, he infuseth hfe, and
quickeneth and maintaineth it in our souls: Gal. v. 25, “ It we live in
the Spirit, let ns also walk in the Spirit.”  Strengthening it: Eph. iii.
16, ¢ That he wonld grant yon according to the riches of his grace to he
strengthened with might, by his Spirit.”  He maketh it frnitful and
exciteth it: Ezek. xxxvi. 27, ‘I will put my Spirit into yon, and
cause you to walk in my ways.” For consolation, to uphold our hearts
in the midst of all trials and difficulties; then we may go on cheerfully,
and in a conrse of holiness: Acts ix. 31, ¢ They walked in the fear of
God, and the comforts of the Holy Ghost” To comfort us with the
sense of God's love in all our tribulations: Rom. v. 5, ¢ Becanse the love
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given
unto us.”  To wait for eternal life: Gal. v. 5, * Bnt we throngh the Spirit
do wait for the hope of righteousness by faith,” that is, which is built
upon it.
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2. This Spirit is the evidence of men being true christians, the only
sure and proper evidence: this will appear,—

[1.] By the mectaphors and terms by which the Spirit is set forth ;
hie is called a seal, a witness, and an carnest : ‘ Who hath sealed us, and
given us the earnest of his Spirit in our hearts:’ 2 Cor. 1. 22; and
Eph. 1. 13, 14, * After ye believed, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit
of promise.” Den used to set their mark and stamp upon their wares,
that they might own them for theirs. God sealeth by his Spirit ; his
stamp is his image: 2 Cor. iit. 18, “We are changed into his image
from glory to glory.” So he is also set forth under the notion of a
witness : Rom. viil. 16, * The Spirit itself beareth witness” What is
the witness of the Spirit? Not an immediate revelation or oracle in
yowr bosoms, to tell you that you are God's children, but the renovation
of the soul, and the constant operation of the Holy Spirit, dwelling
and working in you; this testifieth to our consciences or spirits, that
God hath adopted us into his family ; thus the Spirit is a witness to
the seriptures.  So he is set forth as an earnest: 2 Cor. v. 5, ‘Now he
that hath wrought us to this self-same thing is God, who hath also
given us the earnest of his Spirit.” An earnest is part of the sum; we
have somewhat of the life, and peace, and joy of the Spirit now, which
enableth us to wait with the more comfort and assurance for our future
blessedness.

[2.] From the congruity of this evidenoe.

(1.) The coming down of the Holy Ghost upon him as the evidence
of God's love to Christ, and the visible demonstration of his affiliation
and sonship to the world. The evidence of God's love: John. iii. 34,
¢ The Father loved the Son, and gave him the Spirit without measure.’
Now Christ prayed : John xvii. 26 ; ¢ That the love wherewith thou
hast loved me may be iu them;’ and v. 23, * That the world may know
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them as thou hast loved me.’
None will think in degree, therefore in kind, that God would
manifest his love to us, as he did to him, by the gift of the
Holy Spirit, or his filiation. John knew Chnst to be the Son
of God, by the Spirit descending and abiding on him: John. 1.
32, * I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it abode on
him;’ yea, God himself owned this as a demonstration of his sonship :
Mat. iii. 17, ‘This is my well-beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’
So do we know owrselves to be the children of God, by the Spirit’s
inhabitation and sanctifying work npon our souls.

(2.) The pouring out of the Spirit was the visible evidence given to
the church of the sufficiency of Christ’s satisfaction. When God was
reconciled, then he shed forth the Spirit: Acts ii. 33, ¢ Therefore being
at the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this which ye now
sec and hear;’ so John vii. 38, 39, ‘He that believeth in me, (as the
scripture saith) out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water: this
he spake of the Spirit, which they that believed on him should receive ;
for the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet
clorified.” Now this is true of God's love and reconciliation to us in
particular ; when he is pacified, he giveth the Spirit, because the part
tolloweth the reason of the whole ; and the atonement made, and the
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atonement received, Rom. v. 11, are evidenced the same way, even by
this fountain of living water, which is given to all believers.

(3.) This is the witness of the truth of the gospel, and therefore the
best pledge of the love of God we can have in our hearts; for the
believer's hopes are confirmed in the same way the gospel is confirmed ;
that which confirmeth christianity, confirmeth the christian; the
extract and original charter are confirmed by the same stamp and
impression ; the Spirit confirmeth the love of God to sinners, and
therefore the love of God to me: Act. v. 32, ¢ And we are witnesses of
these things, and so is the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them
that obey him.”  The word was confirmed by the great wonders wrought
by the Holy Ghost: Heb. iii. 4, < God hearing them witness, with signs
and wonders, and divers gifts of the Holy Ghost” The sanctifying
Spirit: Jobn xvii. 17, ‘ Sanctify them throngh the truth, thy word 1s
truth:’ 1 John v. 10, * He that believeth on the Son, hath the witness
in himself.”  The Spirit comforting the conscience by the blood of Christ,
and sanctifying the heart, and cleansing it as with pure water, this
also is our evidence.

{3.] From the qualities of this evidence, and so it is most apt to
satisfy the doubting conscience concerning its interest in Christ and
his benefits.

(1.) It is a great benefit, becoming the love of God, to give us his
Holy Spirit ; it is more than if he had given us all the world. Persons
that have been at variance will not believe oue another, unless their
reconciliation be verificd by some remarkable good turn and visible
testimony of love. A great offender reconciled to Augustus, yet would
not believe it, unless he put some notable mark of his favour upon him ;
as David to Amasa, making him general of his army. Surely the
breach hath been so great between s and God, that we shall have no
peace and joy in believing, till we have some gift that may be a perfect
demonstration that he is at peace with us: Rom. v. 11, * We joy in Ged,
as those that have received the atonement;’ the pledge of it is in the
gift of the Spirit. Dost men’s patience cometh from their stupidness,
their confidence from their security, their quiet from their mindlessness
of heavenly things; but the soul that is in good earnest must have a
witness of God's love, or a sufficient proof that he is reconciled and
taken into God’s family, made an heir according to the hope of eternal
life, which is the spirit of adoption: Gal. iv. 6, ‘ And because ye are
sons, God hath sent the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father.’

(2.) It is most sensible, as being within onr own hearts: the death
of Christ was a demonstration of God’s love, but that was done without
us on the cross, and before we were born. Justification is a blessed
privilege, but either that is God’s act in heaven accepting usin Christ,
or else, in the sentence of the law, by which we are constituted just;
but this cometh into our hearts; Gal. iv. 6, * God hath sent the Spirit
of his Son into onr hearts;’ so 2 Cor. i. 22, ¢ He hath given us the
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts;” so 1 John v.11,  He that believeth
hath the witness in himself;’ compare the eighth verse.

(3.) ltisa permanent and abiding testimony. By his constant opera-
tion we are acquainted with him, and know him; what moveth and
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stirreth in us but now and then we understand not, but the Holy
Ghost is familiar with us, resideth and dwelleth in our hearts; we feel
his pulse and motions: John xiv. 17, ‘I will send yon the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it sceth him not, neither
knoweth him ; but ye know him, for he dwelleth in you, and shall be in
vou:’ therefore they know, é7¢ wap’ vuiv uéver. They that constantly
icel his operations in comforting, quickening, instructing them, they
may sce how they are beloved of God, and minded by him upon all
occasious. The effects of the Spirit are life, holiness, faith, strength, joy,
comfort, and peace; he enlighteneth our understanding, coufirmeth our
faith, and assures us of salvation; exciteth us to prayer, stirreth up
holy desires and motions, comforteth us in crosses, awakeneth us in
groans after heaven. Now those that have such constant experience of
the illuminating, sanctifying, quickening work of the Spirit on their
souls, cannot but know what kind of spirit dwelleth and worketh in
them.

(4.) The sanctifying Spirit is the surest note of our reconciliation
with God, as that which will not deceive us; when he sanctifieth, he is
pacified towards us: Heb. xiii. 20, 21, ‘Now the God of peace, that
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, through'the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect
in every good work to do his will, working in you that which 1s well
pleasing in his sight;’ and 1 Thes, v. 23, ‘The very God of peace
sanctify you wholly in body, soul, and spirit;’ 2 Cor. v. 17, 18, ‘If
any man be in Christ, he is a new creaturce; old things are passed
away, behold all things are become new ; and all things are of God,
who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ’ A man lieth open
to delusions by other evidences, and may be long enough without true
and solid comfort.

[4.] From God's constant government. But there is a twofold way
of providence by which he governeth the world, or else conducteth
souls to glory ; there is an external sort of government, by prosperities,
and adversities, and afflictions, and worldly blessings.  Now these have
their use, to invite us to obedience, and to caution us against sin; but
these things are not dispensed as sure evidences of God’s love and
hatred, Eccles. ix. 2. Worldly good things may be given in anger,
lest men should be marked out by their outward condition, rather than
the disposition of their souls. God would not distinguish the good by
the blessings of his common providence, nor brand and mark out the
bad by their afflictions. Therefore these mercies that run in the
channel of common providence, are dispensed promiscuously. But God
hath another way of internal government, carried on within the soul
by troubles of conscience for sin, and the comforts of a good conscience
as the reward of obedience. Now in this sort of government, the
influence of the Spirit is mainly seen ; God showeth his anger or his
love, his pleasure or displeasure, by giving and withholding the Spirit ;
when e is pleased, we have the testimony of it in our consciences by
the presence and comforts of the Spirit; when displeased, he with-
draweth the Spirit; this is reward and punishment, the accesses and
recesses of the Spirit, if we have sinned: Ps. Ii. 10, ¢ Cast me not away
from thy presence, and take not away thy Holy Spirit from me. The
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retaining and witholding the Spirit is one of the greatest calamities in
the world; ver. 2, ¢ Renew a right spiritin me;’ ver. 12, ¢ And uphold me
by thy free Spirit. On the contrary the reward of obedience is the increase
of the Spirit: Rom. xiv. 17, ‘For the kingdom of God is not in meats
and drinks, but righteounsness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
Now this being God’s constant way of internal government, whereby he
manifesteth his pleasure or displeasure by witholding, or withdrawing,
or giving out his Spirit; and this is a surer way than the effects of his
external providence. I cannot say God hateth me, because he denieth
earthly blessings, or blasteth them when bestowed ; this may be for
other reasons than to manifest his anger or hatred : I cannot say God
loveth me becanse I enjoy outward prosperity; but if I have the Spirit,
that is never given in anger.

Use 1 is to persuade us to seek after the presence of the Spirit in
our hearts. It is not enough to be baptized, to have the common faith
and profession of christtans, no, we must also have the Spirit of Christ;
for, while we are carnal, we are christians only in the letter. Two
things I will press you to—to receive and retain him ; to get him and
lkeep him.

[1.] Get hiin. See that he be entered into your hearts to recover your
souls to God, John iii 5, see that yon ‘be born again of water, and of
the Spirit ;” and not only so, but get an increase and supply of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ: Phil 1. 17, ‘ Through your prayers, and the
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.” Seek more of the Spirit, and lose
him not in part, nor in whole : * Quench not the Spirit,” Eph. iv. 30.
To encourage you, consider,—

God is ready to give the Holy Spirit, Luke xi. 13, and Christ hath
purchased it, that it might not be shed on us in a sparing manner, Tit.
1i. 5. 6. It 1s applied to us by the word, or gospel-dispensatton, 2 Cor.
iii. 18. Baptism hath its use, Tit. iti. 5; it doth not signify so much
the blood of Christ, as the sanctifying, cleansing Spirit purchased
thereby. The promise of the Spirit is sometimes made absolutely: as
Zech. xii. 10, ‘I will pour out a spirit of grace and supplication.” As
implying the first grace, yon must take your lot; if yon miss of i,
it 1s long of yourselves; yon resisted former warnings, motions, and
strivings of the Spirit; wait in the use of means. Sometimes, con-
ditionally, to faith: John vii. 39, ‘ This he spake of the Spirit, which
they that believe on him, should receive.’ Sometimes to repentance :
Acts ii. 38, ¢ Repent, and thou shalt receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,
Prov. 1. 38. Now these must be often renewed, if we would get more
of the Spirit into our hearts, for the Spirit is continned and increased
to us by the same acts by which it 1s gotten at first, by faith and
repentance ; faith assenting, or consenting, or denying. (1.) Assenting
with admiration of the infinite goodness and love of God shining forth
to us in our redemption by Christ. The assent must be strong, that it
may more effectually lead on other parts of faith, and becanse the actions
of the three persons are a great mystery : 1 Pet. i. 2, ‘ Elect according
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctification of
the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesns” Here
is the cternal love of the Father, the infinite merit of Christ, and the
al-powerful operation of the Spirit. An assent with wonder and
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SERMON XIIL

And if Christ be in you, the body 1s dead because of sin, and the
Spirit us life because of righteousness—Rox. VIIL 10.

THE text is manifestly a prolepsis, or a preoccupation of a secret
objection against our redemption by Christ. If believers die as well us
others, how are they freed from death? Questionless, Christ was sent
into the world to abolish the misery brought in by Adam’s sin; now
death was the primary punishment of sin: Gen. ii. 17, ‘In the day
thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die;’ and this remaineth on
believers. The apostle answereth in the words read,—

First, By supposition, “if Christ be in you;’ that he might fix the
privilege on the persouns to whom it properly belongeth.

Secondly, By concession, ‘ The body is dead because of sin.’

Thirdly, By correction, ¢ And the Spirit is life because of righteous-
ness.’

First, The supposition showeth that the comfort of the privilege is
drawn from the spiritnal uniou which believers have with Christ: <Tf
Christ be in you.” Secondly, the concession granteth what must he
granted, that death befalleth believers; their bodies return to the dust
as others do. But, thirdly, the correction is, that they are certain to
live for ever with Christ both in body and soul ; and this upon a two-
fold ground; first, there is a life begun, which shall not be quenched,
but perfected. ¢ The Spirit is life ;" the ground and procuring cause is
Christ’s righteousness. Sin deprived them of the life of grace, and
forfeited the life of glory; but here the righteousness of Christ hath
purchased this life for us, and the Spirit applieth it to us.

Doct. That Christ in believers, notwithstanding death, is a sure
pledge and earnest to them of eternal life both 1u body and soul.

This point will be best discussed with respect to the several clauses
in the text—the suppositiou, the concession, the correction, or contrary
assertion.

1. The supposition—* If Christ be in you’ Here I will prove to
yon, that a true christian is one that doth not ouly profess Christ, but
hath Christ in him: 2 Cor. xiil. 5, * Know ye not that Jesus Christ is
in you, except ye are reprobates ?’ that is senseless, stupid wretches, not
aceepted of God: so Col. i. 27, ¢ Christ in you the hope of glory.” Now
Christ is in us two ways, objectively and effectively: objectively, as
the object is in the faculty, or the things we think of and love are in
our hearts and minds; so Christ is in us, as he is apprehended and
embraced by faith and love; so he is said, Eph. iii. 17, * To dwell in
our hearts by faith;’ and again, ‘He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth
in God, and God in him,” 1 John iv. 18. Which is not to be under-
stood of the acts only, but the habitual temper and dispositions of our
souls; for else by the ceasing of the acts, the union at least in our
hearts would be broken off. Secondly, effectively, so Christ is in us by
his Spirit and gracious influence. Now, the effects of his Spirit are
—first, life, he is become the principle of a new life in us: Gal. ii. 20,
Christ liveth in me; and the life that I live in the flesh, I live by
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