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wifheth increal of Grace,

10 yony carnest defire and my promifs,1 have
190w the heads ofthofe Reafons with large
sy which four years ago I tendered 10 fom of
wrch-forlakers, with bope to bave gained
thems to spitie and mm:l”“;?”l: wirll: w;l But by thattime Houf-
preaching was counted a fine knack,and onr Englifb péople taught
:’;qxq?ia[::g the Calling of their Miyifters, to cgal{btﬁcc‘x';l bfm
#ames,Baal’sPricfls,theblack guard, Antichriflian Priefts, 8c.
And then'tis bigh time 10 (¢t up shemfelvs , if they had lived in
 she primitivetimes, when Chriftians did mees ip dens and fecres
places for she worfbip of Chrift, with bazard of their lives, they
would have coupted it ablefled privilege 10 emjoic the. free ufe of
the Ordinances in prblick Affembliess but now that libersse
isgranted, it is defp:[ed ; owr peeple are wanton ard unthankful,
Sarely our Lord Chrift was no Corner-creeping Preacher, Hee
difclaimed it , I [pakeopenly totheworld, Fever taught inshe
Synagogue, whither the f!
“mothing : Neisher doth Hee allow it in His firvants, mbom Hee
forewarn's, not tﬂak bim in Corners, Mat.24.26. if] tbcz Pall
[ay untoyou, Behold he is in the defar i[ among thofe which withdraw
themfelvs from 1he pablick profe(fors,}Gonot forthy Bebold Hee
é in the fecrer Chambers, Believ it not. When men [hal fay
w10 you, in [uch anhou(or Chamber there is one that hold's forsh
Chrift moft fweetly in a Gofpel-waie,les us go ta-him; Ganos forth,
faie’s the Text Belicy it not: How fhould any believ it 2 for what
onc new {wect Do&tine concerning Christ his Perfon,or Offices-
bawe yee learned there,which yee were not saught before. Have yee

&y, your new waie gotten farther affurance of your (alvation 2°
' : 43 Have:

ws reflort,and in fecret have I [aid Jopys 0.,




1 Cor.11.4.

. ~ The Epiftle. .

Haweyeethereby grown in grace,and more efcaped the corrupti-
ons tht arein :bga‘rld :b%ruqb lug e orare y:::!qy intangﬁ
in the [ame ? \What ¢ Chrift fweesly held farth, and yet no fa-
vor of thas knowledyz [tick upon your [ouls ? I demand with S aims
Paul, Heethat cometh and preacheth, doth hee preach another
Jetus, whom wee have not preached, or another spirit; or ano-
ther Gofpel which yee have not accepted ? Chrift held forth in
private, it the fame Chrilt,or ansther ? the g:me way of Fafbi-
fication, she [ame Spirit of Sané¥ification, which wee have 1aught,
or another ¢ éfanother, 7 boldly affirm it, is is a fal vt:bri; ,'8
falfGofpel, a falf Spiris : But if the fame, why do pesple defers she
Ordinance,as if it were net the (ame ? Yes, becmf ot ey motn have
xbester may of Teaching Chrift,and wee go not from one Chriftto
anothet, but to the (ame Chrisé beld forth in & fweeser manner.
Aniw. Ifthat bee the intent.tbes it s your wifeft and furclt way
80 partake of bosh, viz.of the Blefling of God in'the A(femblies,
und of the help of another’s gifts, either before or after the pub-
Lick, by which means you will avoid the {candal now given
(which an honeft man will make confiience to do), and you'lbee
fure to meetwith Chrift, if hee bee any where manifefted,

S IR ! Youmayremember that 1 have ofien invited the people

"~ 30 ¢omsto mee, and open their doubts, which fom have don (efpeci-

By when {clf-examination of our [piritual eftates was more 1n ofé
amangft Chriftians) Tea, I have offered, that if any fonl could
think of amy matter or Text which might [erv to anfwer their
donbss, g0 eaf their fcruples, 0 dire@t their Coulfciences is

ticular Cafes, or to intorm their mindes in any point or Text:
not wfually bhandled, that they fhould chufe the way #o acquaint
mec with their defives, and I wonld fudie 10 anfwer their ex [pects-
tion : 1do not yemember, shat any made afe of this libertie, be-

- fides your ﬁ?’ wha once defired mee 1o preach upon thas Texs,Joh.
I

6 44- which I'readrly did in two. Sermons, and [ball as -réadily
doshelike, for any loul inthe Congregation. " 1 bave nos ufed
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» ~ Ttie Epiftle,
20 trowble shew beads with Controverfigs of 1he times  bus whep 1
bad finifhcd my Bodie of Divinitie, (which was the fubje@ of
my morning Sermons, whereimw I aimed shiefly as Laying of -
Joundations,aqinthe aftcrnoon’s Sevmons, going throngh (om en-
tire picce of Sevipture (ds the whole Epiftle to the Galatians,)
wherein 1 aimed efpecially as larger Applications forinftru®ion
in holinels and trials of onr [piritual eftase).1n the year 1647,
The Teftimonis of the London Minilters againgf the Ervors of
she times ¢ b, I (t0 aveid [ufpicien of loading the times
with Errors),did take the Opinions as shey were-shere drawn up
to my bands, and upom cach head, ! laid dowm one or two diftin- -
Qions very briefly(not by Obj.and So\. )shat fo by forting cvc?' 4
thing apart, the Chaff by it [elf, the Wb:nt&yitflj‘ s mwy people Heb.g.14:
mi, it we their enfes exercifed to difcern bosh good and avil,
aé 'fec in which fide of the diftin@ion lay the Truth, end i»
which tbe,l;‘:ror, “dbﬁ :a;itbebr condemn :;ll, vor 'irr;?race all phil.x.10.
things inthe Lamp, bat bee able to difcern thimgs that differ. In.
m&, s Ypthe cour(of my min{%m’e, u‘v';gb all Mnﬁmw
_ sendernefs aveiding this,Never to-encourage any thingof the
flefh, nor dif¢ourage anything of the fpiritin my Hea
The which-exercifes if God be pleafed to reftore my healsh,d in
Jhortly torevife and ;ubl:ﬂ:. SR )
.. Zearmed moen will wonder, why I foenld com forth forthin the .
Fag cnd ofthe daiewish a ftalc Controverfic : Bt [olomg-ws fiv
veigh's,mweeonghtnot tabee filent. Varietic of Bosks, thaugh for
mateer the fame, & of goodsfec: Tow fee, thas ovtwithflanding .
allthe Ammunition 7 the * Kingdom, there is new made * Commog-
daily, fomare naked, or the old u loft ; [o it is in Books, which "é:‘"l;’;“
ave more needful thew Arms, all com ot inio 4l bagds,many wonld ’
read little,if Bosks were not new. Js’s moted of the Artians,thas
they got the fway of the world, axd overtept she Orthodox,partly
by their fubilty creeping imto Emperor’s Courts, partly by their

woweqrieddiligence s +he Orthidox afser found Confutatioz of
: their



2 Tim. 225,

Rom.16.17.

The Epiftle. .
their Herefie, fitting dowsn content with chat difcharse of theiv
dusic: And furely if ever our gloriows lights of the (anctuarie bee
ps owt, and new ones fés up im their ﬁu;, next wwto God's wrash
penally infli&ting fuch o judgment for & Peoples umthankfulnefs,
¢ will bee affcribedto our lazinefs, and their unwearied dili- -
gence, rather then to any truch of their Cauf; or excellence of their
Argwing = For thzy do not or will not kwow when they are con-
futed, bus after 1heir Arguments anfwered ten times over, they
are as brisk to offer new difputasion, infifting upon their old
bald Argumems, as if never uttered betores their diligence
fhould provoke us to the like,sif not their diligence,yet love to their
[fouls ﬂ{ould, remembring thas of Pavl, in mecknefs inflructing
thofe thas appofe themsfelvs, if as any time God
pemtance to the acknowledging of the Trush,

cover shemfelvs out of the nare of the Diwel, n
overa Patient while there s hope , o net the
themfelvs,but wish long- fuffering they muft bee
as the gift of grace, fo the time of grace s in (
1t is s great skill to dilcern who are 10 bee forbs
fed, they that make Divifions and parties
candalize the Dollrine are to bee avoided,other.
bly and peaceably under that weaknefsand di
on fromtheir brethren, are o bee {urbmn, lov.
till wee meet in heaven, where Luther and Caly
Faith and hearts do center in the Lord Chrift,[ball for evermore
“bee fislly agreed.To his Grace 1 commend you,who is ablete efiablifh
yow, and reft .

Yours, and the Churches fervant
in the Gofpel of Jelus Chrift,

o ) Wirriaw Lyrorbp.
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APOLOGIE
: ) . FOR _
Our Publick MINISTERIE.

and Calling of Minifters,

iching, the Queftion is not,

s may and ought privately

er by admonitions,counfels,

n of Sermons, reading of

ther Chriftian conferences;

commend to pralice from

thele Scriptures, Heb.3.13. 1 Thef.4.8. 1 Thef:

5.11,14. Rom.15.14, Buc the whole ftate of the controverfic may
“fitly bee reduced to thefe three heads : :

Sueft. 1. Whether the work of a Minifter in the Adminiftration

of the Word and Sacraments,bee 2 Calling,Office and work diftind - -

from the reft of the people ? Whether there bee any fuch Calling ot
Office for that holie work in the New Teftament > Affr. ‘
2. Whether Ocdination of Minifters or Adminiftration of the
Word and Sacranients bee an Ordinance of Chrift in.the New Teftax
mcnt?ﬂﬂif- ' , ) . L e e s
3+ Whether it bee lawful for men Uncelled and Unerdained to Take
upon_them the preaching of the Word in the Neme and with'the
aucoritie of the Lord Jefus, or the Adminiftration of the Sacran
ments? Neg. — o . .
The an{wer and determination af thefe three Quefiions wild
clearly ftate the Cauf, which I fhall dog\_ three Conclufioms. - Tha‘
, y
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,Conclu/.

» Concluf.
Concluf.

iph.g.11,0 2,

The Work of the Rimifter is 4 Calling

1. The Minifterie is a diftintt Calling and Office, which they are
bound to attend unto,and None buc they can or ought to perform.

2. Qrdination of Minifters by impofition of hands of other Mini-
fiers for the Adminiftration of the \Vord and Sacramentsis an Ordi-
nance of Chrift in the New Teftament. ,

3. No man uncalled and unordained can with good ‘Confcience in-
trude or enter upon that Work and Office,. it is a great fin fo to do.
Of thefel will fpeak in order. . . .

Thefirft Conclulion in Anfwer to thefirlt Queltion,viz. that the
Minifterie isadiftin& Otfize and Calling, is proved 1. By exprefs
words of the Text, 1 Tim.3.1. if any man defire the Office of a Bifbop,
hee defireth a good work : The Texc tell’s you that Bifbep, or Pref-
byter, isan Office,a good Office,and heée chac is made a Bithop is a man in
high Office,even to take care of the Ghnrch ofGod,ver.5.and in'bim
there are requiced marry qualifications which are'rrot requiired in o-
ther Believers. Again, Paul writing to the Philippians doth plainly.
diftinguifh the Bodie of Saints fromthe Officers, To ali the Saints which’
are at Philippi with tbe Bifhops and Deacons, Phil.. 1..1. By Bifhops'
there, all underftand Minifters of the Gofpel,in Offiee of Teaching
ditin& from the people, who were Saints, but not Bifbeps.  Soin the

'Church of Ephefum,the liké diftinttion between Paltor and People in

I'C‘.PC& of ce and Calling is obferved. A4%. 20. Paul called for
the Elders ot the Church, ver[ 17. Hee minde's them of their Office,
ver{28. Take heed to all the flock over which the Holie Ghoft hath
wwade youover- [eers or Bifbops, to feed the Church of God, forfo did

_Chrift ordain,and fet in the Church foni Paltors and Teachers for

thework of the Mihi]?efié?’i. e. tobee Guides to the Floek,to feed them
with wholtom Db¢trine, Heb. 13.7,17. Remember themawhich have,
the Rule over you, who have fpoken unto you the Word of God, aud
fubmic your{elys, for they warch for your fonls. Tn which places
you feethat Minifterie of the #ord'isa name of Office given to certain

- mendefigned and fingled out to thatwork,as a fpecial work not commion

to others, take one clear place more, viz.1The['s.11. Comfort and
edifie one another, [ there's the people’s mutual dutie ‘in private]. But

oerf 12, know them which™ labor among you and are over youin

#he Leord and admonith yous -there's the Paffor’s Office and dutie,
who,though they may bee but even with you in refpe&t of Gifts and
‘Graces ',.xet they are over you in tbe Lord, in refpe& of their
Qlfice and Work ; they are overall, even over them wbich were able
g o ) Privately



‘and Offiee diftinG? from sther wiéns: 3
- privately to admoni(h oneanother; and the people’s dutie is ® keiow, x.Concln
i.e.toacknowledg them as fuchyand to efteem them very highly for
their work’s fake;becauf God hath fet them over you in that Office. .
. fB h:li}i which places of Scripture It is evident thatin the Churcbes
o . : '
Pafjors and Elders to feed: Guides & Rulers:
Som m{Sheep& the flock ¢o bee fed, $ Som are{ Guided & Ruled.
, Soh"n{ﬁngleSaims: : _ . '
Bithops over them in the Lord. ,
There isa work wholly to beeattended,and men appointed to attend that
work whelly. Names of Ogice, without an Office,are meer mockeries ;
the Names of a King,of 4 Steward, Paftor, Bithop,&uide, & c.without
their sefpe&ive Offices are not given in Scripture; In the places iow
cited, you finde thofc diftingtive Titles and- Names joined with the .
work ic (clf, 1 demand then with the Apoftle, Are all Teachers 2 1 Cor.r2.28
areall Bifbops 2 are all Guides and Paftors ? The Minifter and his Rom.14-4.
Work are as precifely diftinguifhed by the holie Ghoft from al other '
Callings, as can bee written with ink and paper. Now thae
which Chrift bath fet up, who fhall dareto pull down? Thofe
which Chrift hach ditinguithed, no man may confound. Paftor
and People,Bifhop and Flock, Guides and guided are relatives, and
ftand in fuch dircg oppofition one to the other, that, in refpe of the
fame fubje&,the one cannot bee the otber : the Fathgr is not the Son,
nor the Son the Father; the Matter is not:\heszfrant,nor the Ser-
vaut the Mafter ; the King is not a fubje&,nor a fubje& the King ;-
And therefore regularly, the one cannot do the duties of the other.
A Gifted man, a5 fuch, is not a Bifbop, nor a Presbyter, nor a Pa-
ftor, for thefe are diftinguifhed from other men,that have Gifts, but.
ot Office. R o
. Seﬁmdly, This firlt Conélufion is proved from the fpectal Charge
given to Minifters,. over.and above what is incumbent on private
perfons,as for example, Col.4. 17. Take heed to the Minifterie which
thou haft recéived of the Lord thac thou fulfil it—and to all the
Flock over which the holie Ghoft hath made you over-feers, 4éf.2c.
28. with 1 Tim. 4.16. Take heed to thy felf and to the Dorine,
meditate.upon thefe things, gve thy felf wholly to'them, i. ¢. to-
Reading, Exbortation and Do&rine, verf13. 15. The work to
which choun waft ordained,ver.1 4.And asGod hath given & Chergeto-
Minifter, fo het doth require an ;xa&-agmt of their doingsi;itl:::
T2 2 C .
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* The Wwrk of the MisiferieisaCalling *

" kiride. 2 Tim. 4.1.3. 1chasge thee before God and the Lord Jefus

. Chrift;who fhal judg the quick and the dead at hisappearing,preach

82¢k-3.18.  ¢he Word, bee inftant in feafon, out offeafon, reprove, rebuke,
Lzek.342541 | exhort with al long-fuffering and Dotrine : This is the Miniffer's

Zecharay

1 Cor.9.14

1. Objest.
Anfw.

2

Charge. Now all do not lie under this weightie Charge and account.
‘Hath every Gifted man a Flock to feed? a Minifferie to fulfil ? or are
bound to give themfelus wholly to that work forfaking all other
Callings? No, but they are perfons /fingled out and defigned to this
Office and Work,npon whom this Charge doth it.
- 3.Our third proof is from the honor and maintenance appoint-
ed for them thac preach the Gofpel; the Lord hath ordained that they
.which preach the Gofpel fhould live of the Gofpel 1 Cor.9.13,14.
And that the Presbyters which Jabor in the Word and doftrine
fhould be counted worthie of double honor, 1 7im-5.17. Andcan
Lay-preachers challenge this honorand maintenance ?
" The fum of all is this, Minifters, and none but Minifters, are Bi-
fhops,Paftors or Elders; They, & none but they,are bound to givethem-
felvs wholly to that work;Tbey,& nome but they, arc under that heavic
Charge and account ; They and wone but they, can by divine antori-
sie of Chrift's Ordinaiion,challenge to live of the Gofpel; They,and none
but they, to whom thefe Cbaraizers do bejong, arethe men whom
God hath made Minifters of Chrift and Stewards of the Myfteries
of God, 1 Cor 4.1. i T
Two Obje&tions com to bee an{wer'd : Forfom do fay, Wee
preach notasmen in Ofhce,butin another capacitie,as gifted men.
* Anfwar, Seethe follie of this Obje&tion, it is as if you would fay,
there bee two for1s of Preachers,fom that are appointed and fent;and
fom that are not, and yet do it: fom preach in a prevching capacitie,
and [um not in a preacbing capacitie:{om are Called,fent and Aatorized

~ by Chrift to preach, fom are not {0 Autorized, and yet they preach.

Itis a contradi@ion to preach in a nou-preaching capacitie; becauf'to
preach in the Neme and by the Autoritie of icfus Chrilt, doth implie a
publick miffion and Auterizing 5 if an ordinarie Souldier thoul ufurp
the office of a Colonel, or a Colonel the office of the General, or a pri-
vate man the office of a Conflable, would this beea good anfwer to
ﬂ, Ido it Rot in thocapacitie of 2 Conftable, or Colonel,or Gene-
,but in another capacitie,as a man Gifted for fuch altions ; I be-
Tiev fuch an undertaker would beefeverely punifhed in the capacitie
of an Ufurper,of a lufie-diftwrber ofpubli (E)rdc.Hig becing Gifted

' cannot



and Office diffiné? from ather men's.

~ ‘eannot excufe his arrogancie, becauf thofe offices cannot bq:e x:.'Cbh'élitﬁ'

ddy performed by anie otber capacitie then of their Office and
Patent. - - » ,

5

But the better to overthrow our Office, and make no Callinﬁ of 2.Objedt.
ey e

it,(om fay,Let them workas otbers do, for their living.  Cannot
‘-gméh&thhout fiudie and books ? it is a fign they preach not by the
pirit, &c. 2 ‘

~ Sce the honeftie of this obie&ion, It is all one as ifa laborer Anfw. 1.

fhould work all the week in plowing or threfhing to provide you
food,or to make you a fuit oF clothes againft the Sabbath, were it
juftice vo {ay to him ac the week’s end, Go work for your living,
when hee ha's been all the while about your work ? Such another

Evece of Juftice and Honettie it isto fay,Let Minifters work for their

ing,when asthey bave SPent their time, and fpirits, and Talentsto .

do’you fervice, to prepare food and raiment for your fouls. Chrift
count’s preaching to bee a labor, elf hee would not have faid, thela-
borer is worthie of his hire; yea and hard labor too, elf hee would
not have compared Minifters to fouldiers,to fhepherds,to husband-
men,to the labor of the ox-that treadeth out the corn.© -

Belides, Chrift hath ordained that minifters fhould live by their
preaching, as by a Calling,as the Priefts under the Law did: As they
that miniftred about holie things,did live of the things of the Tem-
ple, even{o hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the Gofpel
fhould live of the Gofpel. Thefe men oft call for Gefpel-Ordinances 3
Lo here is a Gofpel- Ordinance, and yet they cannnot ftoop t o it 5 ( for
fay they, let Minifters work—) But let fuch men remember that
complaint of Paul, who,though hee did not regard monie, yet hee
write’s it up among his wrongs and [ufferings,that hee was fain to labor
for bis living;working with his own hands, Cor.4.11.12.to this hour

1 Cor.13,14¢

'wee both hunger and thirft,and labor working with our own hands..

Therefore forbear to ufe this obje&ion, unlefs yee mean to bee Per=
fecutors. : :

To the fecond part of the obje&tion, do but obferv how dire&tly dnfw. 3.

fice it isto God's Word.  Pau! bid's Timothie give attendance to

Reading and to Do&rine, 1 Tim.4. 13. But you fay,Can they not

without ftudie? Paul faie’s ver[ 15, Give thy felf wholly to

thefe things, that thy profiting may-bee known; A man {o rarely

gifted as Timotbie was, of whom there went certain prophecies whas

a rare midn hee wouldbeeintheChm'cba educated from his inﬁng
- 3 .

.
1}



3 - The Work of she Minifier it 4 Calling
«Conchf.  in the Scripture, yet bee muft give attendence to ftadie and reading,and
' that wboﬂy,m litede eu?uggh ; ad mut not wee much more fol-
Tim.3.4; low our ftudies ? Paxl faic’s, wee muft not imtangle our felvs in -
worldly imploiments. But you fay, a man may follow a Trade of the
Teef 55, week, and yet preach the Lord's daie. True,atter a wilde fa{bim, but
‘not likea workman that need nat bee athamed, rightly dividing the
Wordof Truth. - o A
tnfip. 3. To the third part of the obje&tion, | fay, it is a meer deluding of
ople to fet the Spirit of God againit God's means, in and by which
. is Spirit doth ufually work. The Spirit is it which worketh
- * &wally in the minifterie of us all, the fufficiencie, and efficiencie is not
I of us, but of Godsbut yet the Spirit worketh by [uch Gifts as himfelf
beftowetb, 1 Cor.x3.4. There bee diverfities of Gifts, but the fame
Spirit, and by the right ufe of thofe Gifts, the Spirit doth work to
theedifying of the Churches ; For the manifeftatioy of the Spirit is
given tg every one to profit wichall. i.e Whofoéver hath any Gift
manifefting the miraculous power of the Spirit, it is given, not for
‘oftentation, or to bec admired, but for this onely end,for the profic of
all zer[7. Now the Gifts then given to profit the Church withall,
in cthe waie o‘{l'i;}j}ruaim, are reckoned up fix. 1.Sapientia, wifdom, to
“applie Chriftian Dofrine to Pra&ice and Ufe of believers. 3. Sci-
entia, a knowledg of Principles and deep points of Religion. 3. Pro-’
phecie, i.e. a Gift to expound the prophecies and fecret things of
Scripture. 4. Difcerning of Spirits, viz. fanatick and comte{qfeit in-
fpirations from trae. 5, Diver[ kindes of tongues, that all Nations
. and languages might hear and underftand the Gofpel. 6. Interpre-
tation of tongues wherewith others did {peak, and wherein the Scri-
" pture is written: Thefe Gifts of the Spirit are ufeful and profitable
?c‘:the Church, they were miraculous for the manner of coming by
them, but the Do&trine taught was the fame which before was reveal-
-\ ed. Thefe Giftsmay cither bee acquired; or infufed; A1 firit they were
. infufed immediately, both for the honor of the Gofpel, and the
: . {peedier fpreading of it ; afterwards they are continued for the good
~ of theChurch by the Help of fiudie or praier : Even as the Gifc of
. Healing is now continued by che ftudie and Art of Phyfick;without
the Gifts of wifdom, {cience, and tongues,wee can never foundly,nor
fruitfully make known the myfteries of Scripture; and hee that by
fludie and praier doe’s attain the ufe of any of thefe Gifts inpreaching hee
preacheth by the Spirit : if the Things whieh wee preach, bee the things
) ‘ , - -which’

————

1




" and office d:‘j_fin??;{réu other men's. )

?~

which the Spisic hath revealed u the written Word, and tbe Gift by 2. Gimeiuf.

which we preach, bee the Gifis of the Spirit, then, whether the means
by which wee com by thefe Gifts,bee extraordinarie,asby infpiration,or
erdinarie,as by fludie and praier, the marter is the fame, W ee preach by
 the Spirit, i. e. by the illumination and guidance of the Spirit, lead-
ingus into the Truth which himfelf hath revealed. Wee pretend
not, yea wee deteft all pretenfions of new and immediate infpirati-
ons, whereby the Holic Ghoft is madethe Autor of difordir and’
confufion, or a cloak for ignorance,non-fence and Herefie.
“Our fecond Conclufion in A nfwer to the fecond Queftion in this,
viz.Ordination of minifters by impofition of hands of the Presbyterie
for the Adminiftration ofthe Word and Sacraments, is an Ordinance
- of Chritt in the New Teftament. ’
The work, of the Minifterie is an Office and Calling, as you have
heard, and Ordinationss Chrift's Ordinance whereby fit and approved per-
fons are fet apart and Commiffioned for the execution of that Office, in’

the Name and with the Autorstie of Fefus Chriff. The weighe of the py

s .2. Concluf..

oved 1. Bj

Controverfie lieth upon this Conclufion,which is dire&ly proved. cxample.

i. By example, Wee finde in the New Teltament four defcents
of men fent and ordained. 1. Chrift himfelf was fent of his Father.
2. The Apoltles were fent and ordained by Chrift, Mark3.14..
" 3. The Apoftle fent and ordained Timotbic and others of their own'
time. 4. And they that livedin the Apoftl¢’s timzs did in like man-

ner ordain others to furvive, and do the Office of Minifters when -
were dead, and this fucceflion” of Minifters ist lalt tothe'end -
et R :

of the world. . e ,
1. Chrift was fent-and had his Commiffion from tis Father,’
sb.20.31,22,23. My Father.hath fent mee. Chrift him(clf was

znt and autorized 1o pgach, el hee had not taken that honorto: .

himfelf; Heb.s 4 5.

24 Defcent. Chrift fend’s the Apoftles, As my ﬁtberi{eni mec,'-;.‘ :

fo fent | you; theres their Commiffion;Hee committed the minifterie to’

their cxecution, which himfelf had received,viz. a power to Preach"

and Baptize,to binde and loof, Job. 20.23. with Mauh.28. 19. Go
ec therefore, Teach all Nations and Baptize them. The Man Chrift

N

cyé'uld donothing, but by Commnifffon from the Fathersnor the Apoftles,

except. 'Chrift had given them Commiffion . both Chrift and
#5 Apoftles were folemnly inaugurated into their Oflice of
Weacklog: 34 Defcent

.



3 Conclaf. *

2.From Scri-
pure-Rales.

Ordination of Minifters by impofision of hands
34 Defcent. The Apoftles Ordained Timothie and'others of their.
own time,2 Tim.1.6. Stirup the Gift of God which is in thee, by
the putting on of my hands, and the hands of the Presbyteric,
1Tims 4. 14. By Gift there, is meant that Ghoftlie power, or Office,
which Timothie reccived at bis erdination, by tbe laying on of the Apoftle’s.
hands, in tbe prefence and with the confent of the presbyterie, who
joined with Paul in that altion. Again, wee finde Paxl and Bar-
nabas ordaining Elders in every Church  where they went,
Alts 1 62‘3 : .

4tb Defcent. Timothie and Titus did ordain others,as themfelvs had
been ordained, and that by the Apoltle’s cwn appointment, Tit.1.5.for
this cauf'was Titus left in Creet,that he fhould ordain Elders in every
Citie. So likewife Timotbie isdireCed how to laieon hands, not
fuddenly,but with good adviledne(®,s Tim. §.22. As Timothic was
entrufted with the Word of Chrift, fo Hee muft commit the fame
truft to faithful men,able to teach others al(o that fo there may bee
a fucceflion of Teachers, 2 Tim 2.2. Thus yee have recorded in
Scripture four defcents, 1. Chrift. 2. His Apoftles. 3. Timothie and
Titus. 4 Elders ac (et and Epbefus,and other Churches where the
Gofpel was planted,all fent and ordained,the two latter by ordina-
tion in the ordinarie way . Thus the Apoftles in their own predtice ad-
mitted men into the miniftetie,and thus they npg:'lmd for &ceeding
times 3 and can any think that Ordination ended with that Age?

Is there not the fame cauf; neceflitie, ufe, and reafon for it in
Ages, as in the firft times of the Church, when there were as yetex-
traordinarie Gifts ftirring in the Church,which are now ,and

therefore the more need of a ftanding minifterie ? :
~ Secondly, This Conclufion is praved by Scripture- Rules and Pre-
cepts given touching Ordination and the manner thereof: Unto
itms Paul give’s commandement to ordain Elders, 7it. 1.5. and pre-
feribe’s certain Rufes and Canons for the tril and qualificacion of
them that are to bee ordained, ver{ 7; a Bihop muit bes blameles, -
holdin; faft the faichful Word,that hee may bee able to convince the
gainfaiers, ver[ 9. So unto Timothie hee gave dire@ions and rules
touching Ordination, 1 Tim.5.22.Laic hands fuddenly on no man,
neicher thou partaker of other men’s fins. i.e. Admit notany
into the Minifterie without fufficient examination,and good proof o
their abjlitle for learning, and godlie comverfation, elf the blame will
light upon thee, becauf by the laying on of thy hands they werk ad-
mite
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#s an Ordigonci af Christ in the New Teflment. g
mitted into that facged fanckion. What need Ti tus bee lefrin Creteto 5, Concluft
ordain Elders,in every Citig, if Saints of themfelvs might do all '
without Ordinatizn ? And to what purpof¢ are chofe Cautions and

Dire&zions about Ordingrion;if there were no fuch thing to bee don?

if Ordination it fclf bee needlefs, then much more is the manner of

doing it needlefs, : . :

~ Som think that the cerimonie of laying on of hands may bee omit- Anfw.
ted: Anf Somtimes wee muft bee tied to example in the leaft ge-

flure, though pot preferibed, and yet men prefume to difpenfina =
circymofiance exprefly prefcribed. Why fhould wee bee wifer then

Payl? Why honld wee bee afhamed of God’s exprefs will 2 Timothis

was ordained by laying on ot hands, and enjoinedto laie on hands

on others in their Ordination : thus were the Deacons ordained, -

AR.6.6 and thys were Sad and Barnabas fet apart for the exccution

of theinGalling, 47.13.3. And feeing the Scripture is fo pun&tual

about the Mamner of Ordination, and the Qualitie of Perfons to bee or-
daiged,the Dugie it fclfis mf(_lch motlc cftablifthed;even as when God

£1ve's us rules for praying,fafting,alms, Magiftrates, ¢ c.it doth ne- pn 6.5 3,
celfarily implie t_ha!:‘tfhcre muft be Magiftrates,and praying,&c. And M. 3
herein ig fulflled that prophecie of Ef. 66. 2 1. concerning the Miri-

fterie of the N.T.1 will take of them for Priefis,and for Levites,faith -

the Lord. i.e. Though the diftinétion of Tviles bee taken away, and

that old Priefthood ceafed, yet God promifed it as a blefling to the

Chugch of the Gentiles, that hes would raif up of themfelss fom

that fhould bee in fead of the old Priefts and Levitcs, in things per-

Ldning to GOdo -

Upon thefe undeniable proofs, Hrame thefe three Arguments, as
to themain caulc ‘ '
1. Look how the Apofiles did. ordain, and call Minifters of the -1.Argument.

. Word,and as they appsinted othersafier -them to bee ordained and

fent,foand in like manner,ought men now to bee fentand ordained. -

But the Apofiles did ordain men for the miniftration of the Word & -
Sacraments by layiog on of hands, andal{o appointed and enjoined

the fame to bee donin the Churches of Chrift ——therefore it is

Chrifi’s Ordinance,thas fo it cught fiill to bee denand they that do

otherwife, do go sgainft the example and appoiftrent of the Scri-

peure,and fo overthrow an. Ordinance of Chrift in the N.Teflamen. '

2. That which is contraxie to te examples, tules and dire&lions of 3. Argument.
Scripwre, capnotbee don without ﬁn.C—Bue to ‘adminiﬁvcé tl;‘el
[V



30" - Ordination of Minifters is ap Ordinance-
«Concluf. Wordor Sacraments without Ordination is conraric to the exam--
ples and rules of Scripture ; thercfore it is unlawful, and cannot bee
v don.withou; ﬁn.ke fring (b God's W : ) then th
N . . 3. If Sending bee more then Gifting (by God’'s Wor n there is -
o Argiment ’fdn%;hin mregby.God’s Word rcqgircd unto preaching, then fole
Gifting :>—But Sending is, according to God’s Word, more then-
- Gifting; therefore fomthing more then Gifting is required to make
"~ a preather of the Gofpek: _

That Sénding ia more then Gifting , is evident, becauf Gifted men -
mult bee ordaineds Timotbie was a man rarely Gifted,yct hee was
ordained and fent by the outward calling of the Church, 1 Tim.
4 14.and fo were the reft, of whom wee-read, 'x Tim. 2.7. 48..
‘13, 2’ . . ’ :

3 Thcsre bee two things required to make a Minifter. 1.Gifts,which -
muft be tried and approved.2.Ordination and folemn Inaugdration
fnto their Office. Giftsgive not Auteritie to any mhan for any things
the Lawyer at the Barmay have as great gifts as the Judg upon the -
B:nch; yet becau( hee hath not the like Commiffion, hee may not:
intrude upon the Judge's office, A private man may bee as well gificd:
- asa Juftice of Peacesyet, without a Commiffion, hee- may not do his

office ; foisit in this prefent cafe. _

'~ There is but one branch of the fecond Conclufion unproved,

which faith, That Ordination mu@ bee by the laying of bands-of otber.
. Minifters, aud this is added to put a difference between true and falf

‘Qrdination : infom congregational Churches, they have their Pa-

ftors ordained i. e. chofen and appointed by the people: Truly

then they may preach and exercife Minifterial Alts in the name of

the Pesple,but nct.in the name of Cbrift, unlefs they did derive their’
*.Autoritie by Ordinacion from Chrift.

Itisa ﬁ:'ofé miftake to think or teach that Church-power is origis
aally in the People, as the proper feat and fubjeét therof,from them
to bee derived and p’fked upon whom they choof: Chrift gave all
power to the Bodie of the Church- finaliter & cbjedive i.e. for their
ufe and benefit, according to that of the Apofile; 1 Cor. 3.22. All
things- are yours, whether Paul, or Apolte, or Cephas, all are yours,
i.e. for your fervice and (alvation ; but they are not yours, i.e. they are
net of your meking and autorizing: Church-power is firfl feated ime
*. -Chnftthe Head and Apoftle of oar pofeffion, and from-him com-

mitted to his Apoftics; and from them to Bithops and other Mini=

L
\



. -Of Chrift inthe Now Tefamens o $
flers by facceffion : they commit the feme to otbers which themfelvs 2o Conciaf.
bad firft received, but (‘accordingto that known rule ) momancax |
give 1o another, that which bim(elf bath not firft received, therefore the
people which never received-Orders,nor Power to edminilterthe Word,
Sacraments and Keies, how they can beftow it on others is befides
all Scripture and reafon : Church-power is in the Miniffers of the
Church by Derivation from the Apoftles,and they alone can commit,
and Tranfmit it unto others. The Text is éxprefs which faith, Thae
Ordination is by the hands of the Presbyterie. ~
But how canyou juftifie your calliog to the Minifterie, feeing Objess.
you were ordained by Bithops, and Bithops from the Pope, and the
, Poge is from the Divel. You loft your true fwcceffion in the Papacie, .
and the calling which yee now bave, is Anticbriftian. ,
The Papilts fay, - wee have no truc Minifterie, becauf at the Re- g4/,
formation wee received it not from Rome. The Brownifts fay our Mi-
nilters are not rightly called into their Offices, becauf wee received
it from Rome. Thus wee are condemned of all hands, one ofthefe
acculers muft needs chargeus falfly, but admit both their allegatj-
ons to have fom truth, yet neither of them do conclude what they
~intend. . ) ‘ , N
1. To anfwer the Papif, I fhall onely crave leav to infert amon,
my plain gages,a letter of that moft godlie learned man,D* Reinolds
to a friend of his,who craved his help to anfwer the chalenge of fom
Papilts touching the lawfulne(s of our Minifterie.
¢ Your igodlie requeft (good Mr Barker!) lthould bee fomwhat o poiusrs
 better able to fatisfie, i%l knew on what grounds thefe proud his Letcecs
¢ popifh challengers do perfuade themfelvs that none of you
¢¢can avow your vocation to the Minifterie to bee lawful. ‘But I
¢¢ guefs they do it on the fame, that Hertin his conference with
< mee, becauf the antient Canons Ecclefiaftical, affcribed to the
<¢ Apoltles, fay, Epifcopus duobus aut tribus Epifcopis-ordinetur, Presbyter ..,
~ ®-autem ab uno Epifcopo : 'and they think none of us to bee ordained K
¢ by a Bifhop, becauf'in the beginning of her Majeftie’s reign, one -
¢ popith Bilhop of Q. Maric's beeing then left,none of our Bifhops b De Gkerz.3:
coulg bee ordained by two ‘or three. Now ifthey build hereupon ¢ZEpitom. Cox:
<¢ (as to mee it feemeth they do,becauf I finde no ether reafon in 70V pee-1:
& b Bellarmine, < Parfons, or ¢ thereft, of this obje&ion againftus) d'},';f,';,-;g Ste
€ it may bec, that as Hart, when hee faw the anfwer that 1 made plel’u.'Gr:‘.d
kthegeunto, would needs have that whog point left out in our con- Velew, =
. : s - nce



- . Ordinstion of Minifiets b a8 Oflinagce

s.(meinf.  *ference, faying hee would not prefs mee therewlth s (o thefe men
' <¢ w ill renounce their promifs of lubfcribing to the profeffion of the
<« Gofpel, ahdtbrﬁkijx\:ﬂg Poperie, When théy fee you able to julifie

¢ your calling to the Minifterie. For I werc tothe Archbifhopor

<¢ Carterburiehis Regificr, and taking thence a note how Bithop

¢ Freak (who ordained mee) confecratus eft & Matiheo Cant. Roberto

& 17 inron & Edmundo Sarum s and how each of thefe was confecrated

<by other threc or four, as Matthe:s (ant. by four that were Bi-

¢¢ (hups in King Edward’s time,thefe again confecrated by Acchbith.

€< Crarnmer (whom three with the Pope’s confent had conlecrated )

“:and (o brought every one upward to thofe times wherein the

<¢ Chuich of Rome acknowledged them ordained lawfully.1 hadno

< fooner hewed this extra& to M= Hart,but he confeffed he thought

¢¢ no fuch thing could bee hewed,and that himfelfhad been born in

¢ hand otherwife, on the conceit above meéncioned: You, who are

“{urther from Londow, where the Records arekept ( ¢hough your

¢ friend, it need bee,can help you thereunto) may ask them, if they

< chink not Archbifhiop Craner,and the reft in King Henrie's time,

% to bee law fully.ordained Bifhope; which when they acknowledg
¢“{becaulthe Pope confirmed them) you may offer this prodfithat:

< our Bithops fucceeding them in King Edwerd's tinte, dnd fo in

& Q. Elifabeth’s, were confcrated by three of them, ot thelr fuccel-

“{ors, out of the authentical Reeords of the Archbithoprick, [cil.

<% that Marthew Parber the firft Archbifhop in Q.Elifabeth’s daies, was

_ $thus by William. Barlew, Bifhop of Bath and Wells in K.Edward's

© € time, Jobn Scorie Bifhop of Chicbeffer,Miles Coverdade of Exster, fobn

© ¢ Hodgesir Suffragane of Bedferd. }f chey acknowledy that heeand

1w 4 fem.dift. < all the relt in like fort were confecrated hy & nuber of Bifhops
2§.4-1. ¢ {ufficient but thefe not confirmed by the Pope,as the fitft in King
Art.2.Cma.  Henrie's thme were, they maft bring forth proof that without his-
> De facram.iv ¢ cynfent no Bifhop is lawfully ordiined, which foundly chey never
!2,":;"4.;‘:,‘6 “ can. Ifthey fay the Billrops,lince Cranm:r’s time,were and are He-
Tom.4.dift.o, ' reticks,8 therefore are not lawfully auforized to ordain;firft here:
q.3.pme 3, Sthey will fail in prooftoo, becaul Herefie is an ercor repugnant
sLib.2.c.13.. *“tothe Word of God, % nd that wee hold anyfuch, they cannot
contr.epiflolem, << (hew : then admitciog the contrarie,and putting the cafe wee did,
‘{:‘;":‘.”‘& ¢ to avoid {o huge debate of all points in controverfie, their own
%m‘mx < grincipal Dottors,s Deminicus Soto,b Bellarmine, ¢ Greg.de Valentisy
}9-33} ’ « do teach out of S.4.4ugftine grounding on the Scu-ipmr«:,tlum:ti H;

.
. 1
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of Chrid¥ inshe New Téfamens, o 13

- espetical Bithops may lawfully Ordain,and thatic 18 2n herefie,fuch 3, Co;'xcluﬂ
- «ag the Donatlfts was todenleic. Whac other cavils or fophilms )

#hey are likely to ufe, I cannot imagine, buc very willing ¢o yicld

«you any help chatf can,upon farther notice, 1 ¢otimeénd you to

<« the Grace of our good God, btfeeching him todiret and ltreng-

«then by Lis holizSpirit, yourfelf, and the r £ of your fellow-

¢« Suuldiers to fight his Baccels.

A; Oxford the third of j'm 1605.

]ouﬁ RAxiNoOLps,

IF any doubt of this Letter,he may receiv fatisfaion touching the
Truth of it by fom yet living in Corpus Chrifti Colledg, from whom
I had this Copie. ‘
But chough this flop the Fefuir's mouth, yetit frengthen’s the Objedt.
othier part of the Objetion,with whom wee have chiefly todeal.
Not ac4ll: 1.For though our Confecration and Succeflion were _45fw.2.
¢omtinwed in the times of the Pope's reigh, yet it did not fetch ise Ori-
ginalfrom the Pope : the Golpel founded out of Sien,and the Word
v of the Lord ftom Ferufblem even as far as Britain lorig enough before that Rom.18:6.
Anti-chrift of Rome was born. Aud though we _fhould not think the Cob1.6..
‘worfofthe Gofpelthough redeived fron Ronie in her firft pure ffase :
(whotn Panl celebrate’s for a fasous Church); Yet the light came t0 Rogm.1.6,8.
England ficft from Ferufalent |’ 2ttt fiot from Rome, as Mt Fox and A&sand Mo:
D= Zow}f’bﬂt' hivelegmedly durivnfirated out of Gildas and fundry numents|.2.
‘sotdbsiwho &ﬂ-?rm“that ‘Britain received thé Gofpel inthetime P:1,8c.
of ‘Tidétius the Emperor, under whom Chrift was. crucified ; and g g:‘éhw’i,
thoagh there bee fom liccle vatfance among Autors about the time, § 49 e
et-that eotifirm’s the Truth of the matter ia which they allconcar, ~ ™
that England reccived the Gofpel very early, either by the preaching
offoin one of the Apottles, or fom of that tifhe : mofily received is,
that Fofepb of Arfmatbea was fent by Philip from France to Britain, .
about the year 63, & laid the firft foundation of thie Chriftian Faith,
which was confirmed and andincreafed by others. . - Adverfus Fus:
-Thefame is confirmed by the Teltithonie of Tertilian,in hisBook dass ¢.7. Es
ft the Jews;where reckoningthe parts of the world,whisher the 5 ‘“’"“';:
Gofpel was dimed by the found of the »A‘foﬁleo,recimh the parts Mm oce,
of Britain unfubdued by the Roman’s fivord, yet fubdued unto the chrigyuera -
' C3 . . Scepter fubdics.
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Ordinasisn. of Miniffers is-an Ordinance:

2: Concluf. . Scepter of Chrift. 2.Again the fame M Fox relateth that'abont ﬂ:c

year 180,King Luciu (the ficlt Chriftned King) fent co Eleutberin
" the Bithop of Rome,to receiv of him the Chriftian faich [others fiy

" t0 receiv farther inftrutions from him] Eleutherius {ent unto him
' Damianus and Faganus, by whom the King was converted, with

many of the people, and were baptifed about the year 179, the
"Monuments and Riites of Heathenifh Idolatrie were {ubverted, Su-
perftition decaied, and true Religion increafed ; there were then in

Fox AQs&' Britain 28 Head Priefts which they called Flamines, and three Arch-
Mon.abi fupra, pricfts,which they called Arcb-Flamines having the over-fight of the

manners over the reft. Thefe 28 Flamines chey turned to 28 Bithops,
and che three Arch-Flamines to three Archbithopricks, having then
_their Seats in three principal Cities, viz. London, York, Gleucefter.
. In thefe daies Rome was a Virgin-Church, not Antichriltian.- And
if wee grant that England received the Faith from Eleuberius Bihop
of Rome,yet hee was neitber a Pope nor-Papift. And from chis Apoftoli-
“¢al root do wee extra® our Ordination and Succeflion,as beeing well
affured that very carly in the Primitive Church, the Gofpel was

wsWiaie Plantéd here. And though the Papifts abjet that the Faith was again
::ht:;'ch::h, extinguifhed in England, yet D* White (hew’s the contrarie, yiz.that

S 49.

the Faith continued bere from King Luciu to the coming of Auften
the Monk,whom Grogorie fent hither 600 years after Chrift, who

 when hee came foxnd divers Britain Bifbop and learned mea, wich a

Monaflerie at Banger,who did oppofc Arrianifm and Pelagianifm, and
the pride of Af:;g the Pope’s Etgia'ﬂidor. 4 l‘g 4 L
Secondly, fay, that the rightfulnef? of our Vqcation is notcut off,
or nulled by fuch a Succeffion ; for that learned Letter as it confeffeth
the Suéceflion of ourfirft Reformers to have been from men of the

Mat.3.33) . Romifh Religion, fo it teacheth truly, That Heretical Bifbops may

2 lawfully Ordain,and that it is an Herefie,fuch as the Donatifts was to denie it.

Tothis agree’s the judgment of our gaviqu_'r,who Teacheth that the
Scribesand Pharifees have a lawful Succeffion from Mifes, ( they ficin
his Chair,their calling is of God) though a race of badmen poffefied
that Ghair,and Chrift will have chem acknowledged for their lawful
Minifters.So is our Calling and Succeflion,though it paffed through
corrupt times: The Scriptures themfelvs, Baptifm&rthe Articles of our -
Creed,have all paffed through the Papacieunto us, and yet they ceaf
not to bee true Scri&:re:,uor true Baptifm ; muchlefs doe’s Ordination
ceaf"to rightful,it becirig an a& of jurifdiction, which may bee legally
and lawfully performed by men of corrupt Faith. - Wee

_ . e e e ———
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" Wee mult carefully diftingsifb the Ao#f Office [which_have their 3. Comcluf.
form and beeing from a root or fountain without us] from the
gualities of the tan that perform’s the Oftice. The man may beenaught,
yet his Office good; and Atis don by virtue of his Office juft and
allowable,although the man and his R eligion bee naught.As forin-
ftance, A Popifb Landlord make’s you a Leaf of a Farm, your Leal'
is not Antichriftian,but good in Law, though hee that demiled it,bee,
for his Religion, a Papift. A Popifh Judg doth pafs a femtence in
€ourt, which ftand’s good in Judicature : bis fentence is not Popith, Te
though hee that pronounced it bee a Papift ; the reafon is,becaufthe..
legal fentence is not of bim,nor from him, asa Papift, but a Judg, who
doth but deliver that which hee hath received from an bigher root the
. Law; Soin this cale, Ocdination is an .48 of Office denived from
Chrift, and it is not Popith, though executed by a Papift. Weedo
not re-baptize them that were baptized by a Popith Pricft, becaufthe
power of (]Pq:l': ordinance depend’s not on the perfon that dde’s execute
the fame,but upon an higher foundation, the inftitution of Chrift.
Minifterial A&ts are not vitiated or made nu, though they pafs
through the hands of bad men; Bue ftand good to all intentsand -
puarpofesto fuch a5 receiv them arigbt, by virtue of their Office autorita~
tively derived from the firft infticution. ; ‘
"~ Toright Ordination(befides the partfes inward Call)are required 14 right or-
Twothings. 1.0n behalf of the partie to bee Ordained hee maft have dinacion whatj -
fundrie qualifications, as integritie of life by which hee get’s agoed Is required.
reporteven of tho'e that are without: 2. Soundnefs in the Faith, - ‘
hee muft notbee an Heretick or misbeliever, but able by found Do~ -
&rine toinftruét and convince the gain-faier : 3. Hee muft bee apt .
to teach, readie to communicate his knowledg to others.
Secondly,on behalf of them that do ordain,it is likewife required;-
1. That they take a trial of their Gifts and Life,as Pax! faith,Let them -
firlt bee proved,and then let them minifterif they b: found worthie.
‘2. Then follow’s Ordination it felf, which is don when they are con=
facrated and fer apart,and Autorized with impofition of hands & prai- -
er to preach the Word in the Name of Chrilt, 1 T'im.4.14. 3.Then -
follow’s their Election or defignation to their particular places and
charges, which isdon,partly gy the voice of the people,and partly by - -
the wifdom of the Guides of the Church. - ’ o
» ‘Thus are wee qualified,Called, Admitted and autorized to execute’ .
zhe {acred Funtion, according to Scripture-Rules, and God m ;
} ;
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. Conclufe

dbjedt.

Sol.

t Cor.5.16.

1 Per.3. 1.
Tit.3.3.

3 Concluf.

. wee will give them the right

Ordination of Mimifiers an Ordisance

baled tons the fruit of our Galling, by the converfion of many thoufand
l;'quls, in Cbg:} ]cffn,s wee b;g;'he blefling and afliftance of the Holie
Gholft have begotten you, fo that if wee bee not true Minifiers of
Chrift ta others, yet (urely wee are to- the people of thig Nation,
and ¢o fom, (wee hape) of aur prefent,though atbankfil and cauflef
enemics.

. Objeci. Byt private men unordained may convert fouls, as the
woman of Samaria informed ber neighbors; Rapab was canvertedby
the Spies, Aguila and Prif¢illa helped dpolioy,&c. o .

~ 1thall Anfwer this paine mare largely under my 1af} conclufion,
for this prefent ¢hus; kdaube not buc much good isdon by the faith-
ful reproofs,counfels and inftru&tions of private Chriftians;women’
may (ave their husbands, at Jealt win them to a liking of Chrifti-.
anitie 5 the Elder womep muft bse Teachers of ggod thinge, and (o

~ the Members of the Churrh do edifie ane 3pother: But whag ? is chis.

Chrilt's prdjnaric waic muf this overthrow Chrilt’s Ocder and
Ordinance » Na, by no means. I any of you bee ipwardly toucht
with the 2¢al of bod'sglqriq, witha fm} of the people’s ignoramce’
and milerje, let fych beeing tried,and tound Orthadox axd competently
giftedbee Ordained. Let thqrgx give themfelvs to this work , and
and of fellowfbip, without gsking, of
what QWgiverfitie they were. Buat beware how yeebring difordexand
confufion into the 'Chq;lgh » and fo overthrow the Ordinance of °

Chritt, upon ferious confideration of ourthird Conclufion which
now followeth. ‘

" Haging proved in the former Canclufions, that the Work of the
Minifterie is an Office appointed of God, andthat Ordination for exe-

 cuting that Office iaan Ordinance of Chrift in the New Teftament,

oyr third Conclufion will naturslly follow, viz.That 5o man wncalled
and unardgined, can with good confcience inteude upon that werk end Office. .

_This pofition or Conclufion is prowed by two places efpecially
remarkable for this purpofe, the firft is that of Zach.13. 3,45+
And i¢ fhall comto E:gb—that the Prophets fhall bee afhanxed cvery
one of his Vifion when hee hath prophefied, neigher fhall chey weat
arough garment to deceiv, byt hee thall {3y, I am no Prophet,] am
an hiusbandman,for man taughs mee to keep Cattsl from my youth.

1, Thigplace iya plaia Prophecie of she times of the Gofpel, wherdn

mang ase promifed when the Melfah is com; verf :.z;
o 2.
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Na pian e dhid andwnorialned cap |
O!lr mna lei’ ’N”"’o 16.1 92y ” s .'Ddlbdn ‘nd Abl'fdm.wm
Gentlemen of the Tribe of Reuben the eldeft fon of Facob, Numb.26.
5, 9. This is that Datben and Abiram which were famots in the
Congregation, they thought they had as mucb right to the Government
&8 Mofes,who came of a younger Tribe,and therefore[like Levellers]

they fay to Mofes and Aaron, wherefore fift you up your fclvs above -

the Congregation of the Lord,ver3,And when they were fummoned

" to appear before Mofes,they refuf bﬁzing',wce will hot com,ver.12.
a

-¥3. Isdc afmall thing thac thou halt brought us out of a Land

flowing with milk and honie, except thou make by felf akagetber «
" Prince overus ? their guarrel was efpecially againft Mofes, againft -

the Civil-Power.. Korab for his part was a Levite,and hee would have
sone above bim in the Church,hee would needs do the office of a Prieft

‘as well as Adaron;feek yee the Prieftbood alfo,(faic’s Mofes to him,v.10)

His quarrel was Ecclefiaftical againtt Aaron,ver.11.What is dgronthat
yee murmure againft him ? Thus yee fee how Korab did endevor to
make commmon the Offices of the Priefthood,and why? becauf{ faid het)
all the. Congregation of the Lord is holic, ver.3. AUl bque the gifts of the
Spirit as if s Ordinarie gifts of Sanflification,. did take away

- diftinttion of Callings and Offices:Buc what faie’s Mofes'to all chis geer?

.ver,5.To morrow the Lord will fhew who are bis,and who are bolie,and

‘ will cauf him to com near nnto him, i.e. God will by miracle fbew

_ whom bee accepteth for bis fervant in the Government, yox or mee : And
‘who is bolie j.e.whom hee hath confecrated to com near unto him by

e Calling to do the Office of a Priéft, Aaronor jou. Allthe
: tion is bolie,by the Gift of common vocation unto Gracebut
not by pecial Gift of confecration to the Office of aPrieft. As Paul;

~ 1.Cor.x1.7 faiththat the Musband is thé Image of God in refpetk of

domeftick_Amtovities the wife is the image of Godin refpett of the
gifis o{&rm, as well as hier Husbandsbut the Husband, and fo every.
good Magifirate hath on hima twe-fold x’maﬁe of God.1.One by gifts
of Grace commen with other Saints. 2. The other by fecial Calling

" and autoridie to his Office in Church or State." - .

- Well, you fee Kera's fin what ic 18 but how does the Lord take

chis athis handsfee v. 3 5. Thofe 240 men-whicti offéred incenf(
invaded the holie Ofiec,were burnt to death with fire from Heaven,
Andfor a. Mensmeis to all pofferitie, that None who is not Cajle
and Confecrated, MWW ito tike upon him-the Office
miuifing bois hingsco malce hissRlfncar to God fn thefe peatlias

4 , A
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" fehved inyiolable from all invaders,as that of Aurens was,for el

inteade intashaafice of weashime:
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3. Comclif. .

Arfo.

_ Thirdly, That thofe,of whom - Fude fpecak’s,are therefore gujltie of

" Korab’s fin,becauf'they invaded the Office of the Gofpel-ministerief for

now wee have no proper Priefts nor facrifices] as Korab did the Office z{
“ the Priefthcod under the Law: Thiat old Priefthood is changed,Chri

hath erefted another Minifterie in their fiead, which muft ?:chp%o-
efin

“‘of Kirdh could not bee committed in the times. of the New TeR,

‘;x»«’u'i

* But feejng the fin of Korab is committed under the New Tellament,

L]

our conclufion faad’s good;that it lsafin for pensmclledtoexercly
. B S . " the
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22 No man sncalled and anerduined may
Concluf. - if every man that reckon's himfelf gifted, may bee judg what is be
' - and himfelfthe fitteft cado it, But C%od is a God.of ]&'dcr, Unitij::
¢ Peace,and not of Confufion. . 2. And this I.dare affirm, that the
Divel hath not a more fubtil prevalent engine to pall down the King-
dom of Chrift, and fet up his own [ which is eftablifhc by Herefie,
Sedition,Falf~worthip,Envie,Hatred,Schi(m,Diffention,&c.] then
- by deftroying the Minifterie. whereby Gad hath ere&ted and built his
Lhurch : But as long as Chriit will have aChurch among us, hee
ter.1.16,20, Will hold thofe flars in bis right hand ; And whenfoéver you fee them
ﬂluckt outof the Firmament of the Church, then look for nothing
Luketg.41.43 buta fad night of darknefs and miferie updn this Nation: They are
t Chro.36.16. the greateft malignants and avowed enemies of our Nation,that are
.haters of its Minifterie. But let chem beware what they do,for if het
that loveth and recciveth a Prophet in the name of a Prq;hgt,'ﬂxall
receiv a Prophet’s reward, then_hee that depiferb, derideth, hatetly,
vilifiech a Prophet in the name of a Prophet,or becauf heeis a Mini-
ferof the Gofpel,heecarrie’s in his breqft the mark of a Reprobate,
;:d let him bee fure that hee fhall receiv the reward of a2 Prophet-
ter;
. Thetsuthis, God hath made thefe Preacbess a check,, a fbame, and a
SeeMala.3, - jufi rebuke to a rotten, formal, dead Clergie, that underitood not, nor
" 7,8,9- ever endeavored the convetfion of fouls ; God would by. a foolith
“ people provoke men of abilities to amore fpiritual and confcionable
| -dife of their duties, ’twere good this ufe were made of it; But whit
P _good elf this promifcuous preaching hath don,how it hath advanced.-
- truth or godlinefs,is their part to thew. What mi lﬁbie)" it hath don,
what Errors it hath fpread,how many unftable fouls it hath beguiled,
what fearful Schifins and Faltions it hath brought into our Land,
what difcord among brethren, &c. There bee too many Inftances in
moft Connties of England. By (uch like men, you fee what preach-
-ing you are like to have, if ever your cftablifht Minifterie bee extin-
guilch. People by degrees will grow vo a loatbing and contempt of the
Gofpel preached, through their prophaning it with their -fulfom
} fooleries. o
f
|

M‘t- lbn “-

I fhall clofe up this point with a remarkable paffage of M* Owen's

in his Treatife of Toleration, joined with that Sermon.of bis,which hee

. preached before the Houf;‘?.m.; 1..1648.— His wor:ibare thefe.

M Omwen of  <c There are a fort of perfons termed in Scripture &7ecls unruly,

.T::‘“““’ ““diforderly, x Thef.5.14. ¢peior of the bafer fart, AR 17. 5. droww
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intrade imorbe Offse of Predching in Chriff s Name. Y
* abficrd, unreafonsllle men, 3 Tb:f. 3.2. drvallenlor lawlef and difobe- 3. Conch;
““dient, 1 Tim. 1. 9. and the like di(gor'dcrl s 'vagabond,ﬁ wandring, 3 d
¢ irregular perfons, fixed to no calling, abiding in no place,takin,
“ no careof their Families,that under a pretence of Teaching the trut
¢¢ without miffion,without Call, without warrant, uncommanded,
“ undefired,do go up and down from place to place, creepipg into
““Houfes &c. Now that ‘Tuch waics as thefe, and perfons in thefe
“ wates may bee judicially enquired inte, 1 no waie doubt : 1 did yet
¢¢ never obferv any othér iffue upon fuch undertakings,but [candalto
*¢ Religion,and trowble td men in their civil Relations; Thereforeacs
cording to the Apoftle’s order, 1'(or.7.24, Let every man in the
fame Calling whereiri hce was Called (to Chriftianitie) therein
abide with God, fiudying to bee quiet, and to do bis own bufinefs, and 3 Thel.4.11.
net otber mens a8 the Lord hath commanded. - ' -
Thechief Argument for preaching without Ordination,is taken 1. Objed.
‘from A¢l.8.ver4. with Aét.11.19. 30. they that were fcattéred abroad
upon the: perfeeution that arofe about Stepben, went every where
preaching the Word;yet chefe that were fcattered, were not Ordained
men, thetefore men unordained nay Preach. . ‘
v 1. lemuftbee in fuch cafes as in the Teat, This example willnot gnfy. 1.
holdin cafes altogether snlike ;- Suppofe that when Minifters are
perfecuted; Congregations fcattered, when Chriftians are fain to
flie into ftrange Countries amohg Infidelss when fich cannot bee
had, as by God's ordinarie Call have power to preach, | fay, admic
thae in fuch a-cafe,  any man may preach the Word, declare among
the people'the nameof Jefus Chrift,bis Death and R efure&tion;yet
by what analogie of reafon can this becalleged againft the eftablifbed
cowr[ provided in Scripture for {fending men to preach ? In Cale of
extreme danger, when 1am affaulted for my life,] may rather kill then -
~bee killed, I may beemy own Magiftrate; But this warrant’s notan
evdinarieMfurping of the Magiftrate’s [wordsto in our prefent Queftion :
- *When wee bave a Rule and an extraordinarie Example that crofleth g,
that Rule (a8 in-the cife of Phinees and Abrabam’s.killing his fon)
then weemuft leav the example and follow the Rule 5 wee muft not fol«
Jow dipenfations and forfake the pmdir(:ﬁcpémpt. T
- . 2. But how will ic appear that thefe[They] in the Texe, that Msfy.2,
preacbed abroad,were men unfedt and unordained ?-fecing there bee pre '
inScripture for Ordination,if wee finde ary doing the-work of Col.4:18, xs7;
s, Wee are 0 prefime thiat they are Ordained,though their Ordi= Philem.v.14.
B e T " nation



Come nagion bee mos recorded, as Mercun, drifiarchas, Done, Fuwset, ¥yebi-
3 Comel chis, &rc. And that thofe-preachers above mentioned, were fu fent; 1 hall
offer unso youfor peaatthed Teuuel confidarasions. '
ABg 1o, - b-Allchacarenoued, a8 Philip the Evangelilt, and Semis, and *
AQ.u18.  Lusiu of Cyreme, were men in Office
Jkaf« Nmbmwd::%mr}t%hs all make's forise, That -
venticware at fer ti aagering, Compasis
wich Chrift while hee lived,and with the Mz:m ater bes
s Allceaded, A.1.08 (For out of the fevemic, Matthias was chofen
o bee an Apofile, ) aad becaulthey neftlad chemielvs in their waral
. quaners & Ferufolom, God fond's 2 perfecution to diflerf thew chem
tiieie bulinela, thas {o the preaching might bes mooe fully knewn
< aeording 4 Cheilt forevteld, 451 .8. 0 it came to paff the
were appointed to preach in dbe places where thofe shet were fratiered,
o adtmtb. 43.8.1. Therefore it is alvagecher likely thac thele were
caen, -
- 3. Beledes, it is (aid, 4. 6. 7. That agreat Companie of the
. Privfls weve Comverted ¢o the Faich, snd thele wore Pauls Feivne
belpers unto the Kingdom of Gad, .4rifarchus and Marems, and Fefw
-0~ vesithiscirllod Fuftus, whe are of the Cirosmcifion, thefe were Preabers
of the Gadpel with Paul, Col.q-10,11. And cheybeeing Pricgs mese
Aunorized by theie former Calling to preach. Therefore when the
Fexs fuic's, A2.8.1. They were af fcattered abroad except the A
pokies, this cannet bee maantof ol the Church (for thece remsajoed
meay homtholds of chem , verf3,) but of them, who did praach
Gl at Ferafolem.as Stepben had don,thefc were efpecially aimed at
fnsheperiecution, andthey fecing how it fared with Siepbos, o
toel them{cls saipreach abroad,the A poftles that remainedbdh
wereiperfeaated, fanes waskillodwith the {word, and Raser impele
fanad, 43.11.3. . . o : -
- ¢.iCizamnianae ovidencing this Touth, Is thatof A%. 12.000
whexric is aid, shat [o of thew were men of Cysens and Cypras,who
. re comyto dutisch, (pake unco the Greciuns, poedc
shathord (jofas. By thefe;wee may jadg whesthe refiof shews.ther
ed were,when “tis {aid, Somyfubemwereamun.of Cymene, 'were
, .. obthefume mdk,ud\ougmboﬁdn f;u;Citiu. Bat.shafemen of
Gorrneand: Cypras, were they. lowfaily. €alll snddentoein o possebl
| Rp Red thiey gy il Colling .# 1 ooncelv they had for cheft

Firky




intrnde ime the Office of Preaching in Chyiff s Name. . 2%

- Firft,Becauf’ they werethe firf# that converted the people of Anti- 2. Conclaf.
och unto the Faith, 43.11.2 :,fz,z 4-And God gave remie to their %{ufm I:f
word by figns and wonders, ver/. 2 1. the hand of the Lord was with :
them, viz. to heal the fick, &c. as was uftial in the fict planting of
Charches. If they had net an erdinarie Calling, yet furely they had )
#n extraordinatie one , becauf their DoQrine was confirmed with figns
following, Heb. 2. 4. L ) - '

Secondly, Thefe wonder-working Preechers continued at Antioch , till Reafon 2. -
Barnabas was fent thicher unto them from Ferufalem toconfirm the A&-11. 2.
peoplein the Faith, thefe men contimuing at Antioch, areexprefly called
Propbets and Teachers, Aft.13.1. Now there were in the Church
that was at Aatioch certain Prophets and Teachers, as Barnabas
and Simon called Niger , and Lucius of Cyrene ; and -thefe miniftred
unto the Lord, verf. 3. : . : )

- Thirdly, They thac are called Propbets and Teachers, 4%.13.1.are the Rgdfon 3.
verit fame that fled and came firft to Antioch and converted that people,
Ad.11.19. Fortis faid, ver/ zo. that they were men of Cypras and
Cyrene that came firftro Antioch andpreached, and one of them, 4fF.13. 1.
is Lucins-of Cyrene : Lucius therefore of Cyrene, (called a Prophet,
A3.13.1.) Was one of them that fled from Ferufafem upon that Perfe-
curion, 44.11.20. Hence I gather that fecing they that presched at
-Antioch and converted them, were Propbets and Teachers : And they
that convected the Autiochians were the fame that flod from Ferufalem
upon thac perfecution ; therefore they that fled and preached were nat
men meer{yﬂ.ﬁifud, but duly Called. . :

Thefe Textual circumftances give fufficient ground to affiem thae
thofe which spreached'upon that {cattering, had fom fpiritual Cal-
ling thereuato ;5 far m« grounds then can bee allegedtot
contrarie. Pat alcogerher thus : They al, e. i.they which had kep!
companie with the Apoftles and were of the feventie, or of the con- .
verted Prielts, They are they that preached abroad : 1. Becauf'they onel
arenamed : 2.Becauf"the feventie were appointed to preach intbo[{

places wherethey tbat were [cattered, did preach : 3, Becauf they were.

men approved by figns and wonders ; 4. Becau( fom of themare

exprefly Called Prophets and Teachers, beeing the very [ome men that

came to Autioch,and fled from Ferufalem. Let the fame bee faid of yon,

‘and. then preach in God’s name, elf fuch a pattern will not jutifs
. you, norbee aﬁcparal,lclforyourlaaaim‘ N r
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Loncbf.  Agolies was no ordained Miafler ; yet hee preached, A1.19.

. Objedt. Heewas an Autorized publick Preacher in she Charch of Covinh,

tnfw. ‘for who is Paul or Apilles,buk Minifters by whoay yee believ, 1 Cor.3.

ec Church- o pay] fpeak’s of hiiew,as hisfelow- laborer and Steward of the myfteries

".‘"g""{“ cf God, 1 Cor.4.1,6. Yea, it fesm’s that dpelfos did Baptiae as well

ey aa preach,for the Corinthians were divided into Secs according tothe

venfilvaxus  Names and Number of them that taught and baptized them, (1 Cor.

guinficbil  1.32.) a8 Paul's mifliking of them doe’s import, ver[13. Wereyee

néemp17.  bapeised into.the Name of Paul ? and fecing fom did call chemichvs
by the name of Apollo, it follow’s that bee did aifo Baptize fromwhich
time they would call themfelvs by the name of Apsdo, asothersdid
of Paul. )

's true indeed, Apollos preached ac Epbefmw before bee came to
Corinth,4ct.18.2 4, 37. But feeing weeread that kee was « Miniffer,
and yet read of noxew Ordinetion reccived after his coming to Ce-

. tinth, wee muft conelude, that hee was an autorized Preachrer when
bee preachedhat Epbefiw. -

dbjedt, . Buthee knew onely the Baptifm of Fobn, i. e. the Do&rine of
‘ ]vz:&hhee,hadbeenbapﬁzed onely with water in the name of
Chri . , .
vol, What of that? Yet beemi&l;!: beoas true 2 Minifter of the New
Teftament as Fobn Baptiff him

; for :Nm taughe the le thae
they muft repent and believon Jefus Chrift, and fo hep:-cg,aptized
them, Ad.19.4.The (ame Docirine did Apollos preach, Af¥.18.15,28.

Hee taughe diligently <he things of the Lord, and mightily convin-

ocd the Jews thae ;f;;:was Ct!!rig-, & .

~ TheBaptifmof Jobn and of Chrift difingdifbed, A.x9. 4,5. are

w08 120 Baptifms of water, but onely one wi'g'facer vmgh ?a’?nll«l

- Jolw's Baptifin, A3.19.3. and the Lord's Baptifin, Af%.8.16. Bat
\&.10.44.46. Chrift's Baptifm in diflinction from Jobns, was the pouring forth of the
, holie Ghoftupon the Apoftles, and othiers in thofe daies,as St Peter
doe’s expound it, 4. 11.15.16. faying, That as [ began to fpeak, the

. Halie Ghoft fell on them,as on us at the beginning, then remembred 1

the words of the Lord;how hee flxd,H70bn indeed baptized with water,

buz yee fhall bebaptized with the Holie Ghoft—compare, 4£7. 815

‘v6.when Peter and Fobn werecom to Samaria, they praid for them,
that they mighy receiv the Holie Ghoft, foras yet hee was fallen upon
none of them, gnely they were baptized in the Name of she Lord Jchw.

‘ his
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intrude intoshe Office of Presching inthe Baweof Chrift, - 29
ThisBapci(m afthe Holie Ghoft shed on them, wgas «fuelly dis by ¢be 3. Concly.
laying %:mt_of%agr,htofhmdgaﬁs.ly.& 1.0.6. bf , 3. Conclf

Paulfaic’s 1 Cor.14.31. yee may all prophecicone by oneghatal 5. Opject.
msay dearn, forsheminifiration of the Spinit is given to.every one 3.2
to p:gﬁt withall, Qbap, 12. 7. theretore all that beeable, may '
preach. '

Paul’s purpofe there, is to give dire&ions concerningthe ufe of Anfo.

irjtual gifts, fpecially that of Tongues and Prophecie; And be- =~ -
fom ufed their gifts for offemation, not for.edification ; theve- :

fore hae telleththem, that inwhat kinde foéver any ngmfeﬁiug

tbe Spirit, isbeftowed on any man, it is to this one end, for thepro

-of alh&h;rq ] g.

Secondly, Note that thefe gifts were diverfly diffribused, mot .
given of to ome, mor any one gift to all; but to ome was given to 1 Cer.13.10.
fpeak with Tonguesto angther Miracles, to anotber Prophecie. And
everyone might exercile his own gifts, but a0t anoshers : Hee thathad
thegift of Miracles, might do his Miracle, but net go about todpeak
awith Tongucs, and hee that {pake with Tengues might .not at-
sempe tahwal, ner to Prephecie; God gave not all thefe gifts o
one, but ometo one, anotherto another, dividing in parts toexery Verf 11
man.asbee will, hecic was a chief Gift, extraordinarily dp- -

{pired, as was the gift of Tongues or Healing, and the Prophets :
avere they,wbich by « ecial and estraordinarie gift interpreted Pro« »Core14:3.
gbetical Scriptures to edification and corrfolation ; Now Paw) being

to regulate this gift, faith, Yee may all Prophecie qne by one, i.¢. off

that bee Pnﬁ:‘n,' all that have a matter revealed to them, (ver.3a. if

auy thing bee vevealed to another that fitvech by, &c.) Allfuchmay | Cor.11.39.
take their turns in Propbecying, mot any eme elf; for at Corinth, all were -

not Prophets. . S

This thenis the plain meaning of that place,as hee that hadinoc

the gift of Tongues or of ‘Healing might not attempt to heal, or.to

fpeak with Tongues,fo hee that had not thegifc of Prophecie,might

not undertake to exercife it. S :

 Thirdly,Becauf our men take thefe Prophetsto bee erdinarie gifted -

~Chriftiane, and {o their prafiices imitable : 1fhall by three reafons ; Cor.14,

prove the contrarie,viz. That propheeying in that place, was an

extraordinarie,and notaflanding erdinarie gift inthe Church. Reafon 1.
1. Becaufl S. Psul faic’s of themythat they had fom Peciel matters

owealed to them.of a fudden, whiltt mot’hér -was Prophecying, they

2

omely
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No wan uncaled indwnorduined miy

Vonciuf.  onely Mtting by, and not afing the bely or operathin of any facultie of
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Petes.1.
ll?bv‘o’o

their own, as their wit, memoric, reading : they fpake by divine -
fpiration, like the old Prophets. : .

‘2. And accordingly wee finde them in a rank ‘and order of men fet
with the Apoftles above the moft eminent Gifted Chriftians, 1 Cor.13.
38.tirft Apofiles,fecondarily Propbets—And as the Apoftles,{o they bad
tbeir knowledg ot the myfterie of Chrift by revelation, as Paul wit-
neflech, Epbef. 3. 5.asit is now revealed to his holie Apottles and
Propbets by the spivit. Prophecie therefore was no fanding gift , and
Prophets were not ordinarie gifted believers, buta rank of menin
Ofhice above Paftors. -

3. All thefegifts (1 Cor. 14.) were of the fame nature for the
manner of tbeir Donation, and for their continuance , i.c. to laft for a
time onely, wherefore fecing the gift of Temgwes and Miracks- is
cealed, the gift of Prophecic is alfo ceafed, for this was given in the
fame manner, and placedamong the extraordinarie gifts, 1 Cor.ra.10.
whereupon 1 conclude, that the Propbecying in the Corintbians, is no
pattern for the pratiice of our gifted Speakers, who, I prefume,. have
not the face to take tbe place of Propbets next to the Apofties above Evan-

. gelifts and Paftors—Nor to affirm that they have their knowledg

by revelation [ for then what.need they plead their parts or gifts, feeing
Infpiration or R evelation is not a facultie of the minde.] And fecing
the gift of prophecic is ceafed , itisnow agrofs taking of the name to
counterfeit itas alfo i is to imiratethe miraculous works of Chyift and
vy had beén iufpired, chey aouldmor. bee
they 'n iufpired, they eould not jeft 1o the judgi

of others, feeing they could not then err ; But t{?{exc ﬁie’s]:dtgh”z
the fpirts of thofe Prophets is fubje& unto the Prophets ; therefore
the‘; were but ordinarie men, 1 Cor.14.29,23. '

- This Argument follow’s not becauf the Apoftles were inpired and
could noterr, yet they fubmitted their Do&rine to trial, 48.17.31.
And becauf Satan can transform himfelf inco an Angel of Lighs, and
his minifters asthe Minifters of Chrift; andbecanf’as there were falf
Prophets of old, fo there fhall bee falf teacbers among you, for his
ceuf wee are commanded to trie their firits, i. e. the Do&rines
pounded under the name of the (pirit’s infpiration: And to prevent
o'cllfam in this kinds, God gave a gitt of difcerning of fpirits, whereby
to know a true Prophet frons a falf, which fpake of his own {pirit:

yea, the Prophets themfclvs.had a Pirit of judging, verf 29. And



insende imto vhe Office of preacking is Chriff's Name, 29
therefore it was ordained that the Do&rine of every Prophet fhould 3. ConelufC
bee fubje& to the Examination of other Prophets, who oughtto
" * Yy the Rule of God's Werd, whether that which was {poken,were

wotion of God's Spirit, or by a {piric meerly humane ; and this
was no difparagement to thofe Prophets, to have their Do&rine and
nterpretations judged by others endued with the fame Spirit. (Nam
etfi bomio fpiritualis & nemine judicatur , tamen qui a nemine judicatur,
iudicatur & Biritu Dei ). Thefe Prophets were greater then the Ordinarie

Paftors , yetinferior to the Apoftles and.Prophets which ';’f""""?‘
were the of holie Seripture(as chat learned D Raizolds hach 11347 3°

had indeed gifts and.infirations mere then ordinarie for

opening © res, but not the Spirit (o inceffantly afifting them, - -
uP:beyiad tn. Nethan, though a lyr'ophet,yct

he had not the ng in him, heefpakeout of

his own bumane when hee bad David to build 3 Sam.7.31.

) 10 a1a damues Juag concerning Eliab theeldeft fon of
retje, 1 >am.16.6,7. _
Meminiffe oportet (faith Dr Rainolds ) dana [pivitis fecundiim menfuram
bominibus diftributa effe, & cim infint in illis primitie quidem Spiriths
Sanctiuna etiam ineffe reliquias [pivitis bumani.Nemo antem novit,que funt
bominis, nifi [piritus bominis 5 Nec quifpiam -novit, que [unt Dei, nifs-Spi- .
rituc Dei 5 Itaque quetradunt. viri Dei, Prophete hiy de quibus loquimur,
profedac(fe pofJunt ab bumano firitu, qua-adhuc etiam in illiz.eft, idcirco do-
Brinen. [uam [ubmittere debent fratrum [uoyum examini &-judicio, neq, enim
smia [emper Deus fervis [uis revelat, [ed id quifque poteft aliquando.dicere, .
guod Elizens,ciom ad i pfum Sbunamitie accederet, boc febova celavit me, neg; ‘
indicavit mibi,ib.p.305.
If their Do&rine mqy bee judged; it may bee refufed as beeing poffibly -2 King.a7.
fubje& to error,not when they peak by Ing;‘wim;but becau( tis poffible, .
they might (peak by a bumane pirit, or by a felf [pirit, and that could not
bee Rnown, but by examination; therefore the Apoftle will have thofe
Prophet’s Teaching (ubmisted to the judgment of others,that have the -
fpirit of Prophecie, that foby the barmonie and confent of their Do- ; Cor,14.37. |
&rines, the unitie of the Spirit, by which they all fpeak, may bee evi. -
dexcedand approved. Now this could not befal the Pen-men of holie
Scripture, who fpake as they were moved sby the Holie Ghoft, and
not of their swnfpirits at any time when they preach’tor writany parex
of Scripture. Whatfoéver the Apofiles preached or wrote, itisof
Divine Autoritie, becauf they wrote it. ,
- . E3: . Sem.:
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dnfw.

Noman sncalled and anordeined may
Sem bee fo inconfiderate as to plead for theirpattern and warrant.
Chrift's making Preachers of Fi}gcmmz ;3 why therefore may not
Tradefimen preach : . )
Northing can make more dire&ly againft you: 1. Chrift called
them from their Trades to an higherimploiment tobe Fifhers of men,
and they Ieft their Trades to do this Work ; But you fay,Keep on your

- Trades m!lpreacb too. 2.Chrift,who is the Autor of the Minifterie of

the New T eftament, Called them, trained them up in his School as Dif-
Ciples, then hee Ordained Twelv chat they fhould bee wich him, that
hee might fend them to preach,Mard,3.14. But you preach without
any fuch Calling, Training up, Ordaining or fending. 3. Chrift
fent them out two and two to preach,and gave them power toheal the
fick, cleanf{the Leapers, raif the dead, caft out Divels. Chrifter-
abled them for the work which “hee fent them about ; But you have -
no fuch mifien,nor rew abilities:here is the difference between Chrift
and men,hee doe’s not finde men fi1, but make's themfit, and fo fend’s
them ; But wee muft fiade them fit, or elf nat fend them : Neither
muft any run before they bee fent. Jer.23.31. I have not fent thefe
Prophets, yet they ran, &c. Thefe are the chief Arguments for
preaching without Ordination,for farther {atisfaltion wherein,and
of all Mr Clillenden's Obje&ions, | refer the Reader to that acute,fo-
{id fhort Treatife, entituled, Cbarch-members [et in joint, written by
Pbhiladexter Tranfilvanss;and I the racher recommendthat Treatife,be-
caul my people have grounded their Opinion and Pratice upon
meChillenden’s Book. . S

The
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| lnfmupt%]nﬂ%l&vbm ode‘th with us. | 3T

The fecond Queftion.

Y 7 Hether Baptifmp belong’s and bee rightly adminiftred to
‘ Infants of Chriftian parents in the New Teftamenc ?

'~ Affr. \

Bapti(m is the firft vifible A¢F of God's Grace; whereby hee doth re-
ceiv ue into his favor and familie : And the iy vifble meany where-
by hee doch: applic to us by Word, Sign and Seal the blood of Jefus:

_Chrift for remiffion of fine. Now the Queftiony is to whom this
Seal of mercie doth belong, '

Anabaptifts havefandric pretencesto fcorn and deridel
tifm : in their accountthe Baptifin-of Infants is no Baptifm, becauf

: ing to Chrift’s Inftitution (as they conceiv) true Baptifm

doth alwaies prefuppofe aiunl beliefin the receivers, and'is otherwife
no Baptifm; thﬂ:’z)nthcy re-bapti se. \

Othersallow of Infant-Bapti{m, they efteem itasan Ordinance
whichChrift hath infticated in fpecial loveand favor to hispeaple,
oely they refirain this privilege to the Infanes of Parents who join-
themfelvs in Chorch-Covenant to fom particular Congregation.
My dcbate is with theformer,who deny all Isfant-Baptifn,the which
#f it be proved to belong to any Infants,it is enough for my parpofe;
and the [ame Arguments which prove it to belong to Infants of this or
that C atio, do prove it to belong to the whole vifible Church
and their Infants ; it beeing a vain pride and great prefumption to-
muaice new conditions of Church-member(bip, which God hath not made,
andto affcribe to the inventions of men a power to fuperfede the Or-

- dinances of God, to caft both us and our Infants out of the Cove-
nant ; ar, that were baptized into that one bodie, if wee fubfcribe not to -
their Articlessand our children, becanfwre fabfcribe ngt, thus ma-
kingvoid the Commandement of God, by the commendements and
Ordinances of men.

I the rather force my felf to fpeak fomthing of chis beaten pointbe--
caufthere bee three young heathens in my parifh, andthmotdb:c:"-
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dead out of the Covenant through their Parents frowardnefs. Now

for the conv ng, if it may bee, of theirs, and othee
. poor people ) ﬁl‘eﬁfnt Controverfie, 1{hall content
my &Ffe:;ith uve argumencs 3 thefiek will depend upona clear pofi-

tive An(wer to another queftion, vizs

 Did God make the Covexant of Grace onely with atiual Believers, or
Rl - with them and their Infant-feed ? Did God take into Covenant the Pa-
rents with their children or the Parents onely ?

Anfw Not the Parents onely, butwith them their Infant-feed ; thisis

’ the exprefs Tenor of the Covenant,Gen.17.7.between God and Abrabam,

btween mee and thee, and thy feed, to bee a God.unto you: What

feed meancth hee? his Infan- {"eed, ver.12. Heethat is eight daies old,

whether it bee a childe of thy loins, or ofa ftranger, a Profelite,

- whichis not of thy feed : this Covenant was firft made with Abre-

Of God's Co- bam, Gen.12.3. wherein God ’Fromifcd that in his feed fhall all the

venant, Nations of the Earthbee bleffed, i- e. in Chrift; And ic was renewed
with the Sign of Circamcifion added unto it,Gen. 17.7,13.

5 ‘Wherein obferv three things: 1. That the Covenant madewith

Abrabams was the Gofpel-Covenant, wherein bleflednefs was promi-

fed in and through Crrift the promifed Seed. for God preacbed the

Gofpelto Abraham, when hee (aid, In cthy feed fhall all Nations bee

‘bletfed, as S.Paul reafoneth, Gal.3.8. the which Covenant, feting it

‘was ¢30 years before the Law, and not difannulled by the coming of

the Law, it was to endure till the Seed fhould com to whom the

'liom.ts g, promifs was made, ver[ 17. 19. and confequently to the end of

tbe world, becauf Chrif came to eftablifh the Covenant made
to the Fathers, and after Chrift, no more changes to bee ex-

a 2. Note, that the perfons with whom that Gofpel-Covenant was
madle;b;erc fbral;am and ;li! Infant-feed, and 4l Nations, even w
Englifbmen and our Infant [eed, asa r's,Gen.17.4,12. My Covenant
is with chee and w{th t{ly feed ;:l;:ea their Gcﬁe?';tio:,iyahd with the

. firanger thac is not thy feed,all of them muf bee Circumcifed. Com-
pared with Rem-15.8,15. Now| fay, that Jefus Chrift wasa Mi-
nifter of thg Circumcifion, i. & of the Jews, for the truth of God, to
confirm the promifes (of the Covenant) made-unto the Fathers, and
that the Gentiles might glorific God for his mercie, beeing made par-
takers with them of the ame promifes, according as it is written,

Rejoice yee Gentiles with his People, &c. Now thir Covenant of
S ’ promifcs

e




, " of Gol's Codenant with .
-promiles madewith the Fathers, Chrift (bould not confirm, but clip and
curtail it, if fo great a part as all our Infants bee left out and ex-
rcluded : But if God take our Infants into Covenant,who fhall dare
-toexclude chem? , ,
" 3. Note, when God at firft gave that Covenant to Abrabem and

33

3e

to the Nation, hee gave withall a Commandement , that the initial G0-37-32.

mark ofthe Covenant fhould bee fet upon af whom hee had taken
into Covenant both Jews and Gentiles and their Infants : The Cove-
nant it felf and the mark ofthe Covenantare alike extended to al/ the
fame perfons whether young or old : Note farther, that when Chrift
renewed and eftablifhed that Covenant in his own blaod, theugh bee

cbanged the Sign, yet hee repealed not that Commandement: Nay,hee Mac.a8.19,

added a new commandement, enjoining the new Sign, Baptifm, tobee
given to all Nations,withoxt exception of any perfons formerly received
into Covenant:{o that wee are under a twonId Commandement to Bap~
dize our Infants, one,0f God who firft made the Covenant and gave
that Commandment, the which is {till o of force, thatif Chrift the
Lord of the houf had not changed it, wee were all bound at this

daie o bee (ircumcifed; and feeing hee hach changed that Signinte Bap- -

tifm, but not the Covenant it felf, nor the Commandement thereto
annexed ; it followeth, that by the old Commandement enjoining

Infants te bee marked ; and by Chrilt’s new Commandement enjoining .

Baptifm to bee that mark; all,that are not excepted out of the Covenang
ftand bound to receiv it. ' In like manner as the fourth Command-
ment injoining onc day of feven for an holie Reft to the Lord, doth
binde as to obferv oxr Lord’s- daie;the Commandment ftand’s of force,
thewgh the firft daic bee changed :'fo the Commandement for ﬁgm‘nﬁ
of the Nations whom God received into Covenant end their feed,dot

oblige us to fet the New Seal upon them; efpecially, fecing wee
are again commanded by Chrift fo to do withom exception of
Infants. Hence Ithus argue, , .

All that are taken into the Covenant of Grace, ought to receiv
the initial Sign of the Covenant [what ever the fign bee, that God
fhall chafe, ] and that according to the Commandement of God and
our Lord Jefirs Chrift.

But intants are taken into Covenant with their Parents, as is

1. Argumeny

~

proved ; therefore by the (ommandement of the Lord, they ought to xe- .
ceiv the Sign which God hath enjoined to bee ufed, and that Sign is

Baptifm: They muft recciv one fign, or other by virtue of God’s
' F (. command



34

Argument 2.

)

3.

Jer.31.3¢°
Objed. -

Anfw.

Infans-Baptifm juflified by

command annexed to the Covenant, if they will not receiv the new
fign Baptifmsthey muft bee Ciraumcifed. = = ,
Or thus, - :

1f Infancs have @'right to the Covenant and the initial fign therof
then it is 2 wrong to deny them. ButInfants have a right.to che Co-
venant and the initial Sign thereof both by God's Original Grant:
€en.17. 11,14 And by Chriff’s confirmation of that Covenant made
with the Fathers, Rom.15.8. therefore it is a wrong to deny it to
them. The Covenant under which weeare is the Gofpel-Covenant,
made long fince with s Engli{lbrngn and our I:;{am- feed,with a command
of giving them the Sign, which at firft was Circumcifion, and now
aptifm by the fame Divine Autoritie enjoined, and commanded to

bee giwen without any exception of any wichin the Cove-

nant.

My fecond ArE\:ment is grounded on A44. 2. 38, 39. then Peter
{aid, Repent and bee baptizcd, &c. In which paffage of Scripture, [
note three things: )

1.-Who the perfons were, of whom Peter faith, The Promifsis to
'you and to your children, they were amixt multitude of many Ne-
tions, as appear’s, ver, 10. ftrangers of Rome, Fews, Profelits, Creets, and
Arabians. Note : ' ;

2. What promifs that is,of which S.Peter faic’s, It belong’s to fuch peo-
‘gl:‘and their children,and is applied to his hearers a5 the ground of their

ing baptized:Itis that grand premifs madeto Abrabam to bee a God
to him and his feed, ixay:Ale that Gofpel- promifs of good tidings,
gratuitam Dei promiffum, quatenss opponitur legi,faich Bezasin a word,it
is that promifs of bleffedne[s, which confilt’s in remiffion of fins to bee
obteined by the promifed Mefliah. ' '

Nay,Why not ratherunderftand it of the promifs of the gifts of the
boly G:{{! promifed Foel 2.27:andgiven by laying on of the Apofties bands,
efpecially becauf it is faid in the end of ver. 38. Beebaptized and yee
fhall receiv the gift of the Holie Ghoft,

" The promifs here fpoken of ,can not bee underftood (I conceiv)ef the
miraculous gifts of the Holie Ghoft. 1. Becauf Peters bearers received
mo fuch gifts, and therefore S. Peter made no fuch promifs to them, for
doubtlefs they received what was promifed. 2. Such a promife muft
herebee underftood as belong’s to Parents and their children, and to all
that fball bee called to the werld's end; But there is no fuch promifs in
all the Scripturc,that the miraculous gifts of the Holie Ghoﬁrzmﬂ fall
, upon



virtwe of God's Covenans and Commandemens. A
upon Parents with their children, and all that are to bee converted:
to theworl'dsend. 3.A promifs of fuch gifts feem’s not futably applied
to Peter’s hearer’s comfort; for their Queftion was, What fhall wee
dotobee faved ? And Peter give's them 1. A dire&tion: 2. And a
Promife: A dire&tion to repentjand to acknowledg Chrift to bee Head -
and Foundatlon of the Covenant of Grace,& that life and remiflion
of fins is in his blood, whereof Baptifm is the Seal: And then herecite’s
and applie’s to their comfort the promiles of the Covenant, ¢.d. Yee
fhall receiv the benefic of the Covenant, remiffion of fins, and alfo
the gift of the holie Spirit, the Seal thereof 5 thofe firft motisns now be-
gun in your hearts,(hal bee followed with increalof San&ification,
of fpiritual light, of joy,comfort and affurance. This interpretetion
doth exaltly agree with the Apofile’s difcourf, Gal. 3. 14. where
fpeaking of the bleffing of Abrabamto com on the Gentiles, hee (aith,
hat wee beeing delivered from the Curf;, and reltored into God’s
- Grace by Chrift, fhall receiv the zromif: of the Spirit through Faich,
i.e. the pirit of Grace (which isthe Seal of the promifes of the new
Covenant) the giﬁu «2" the. bolie Spirit which had been [0 often, and fo
Jolemnly promifed by the Prophets, Ef.44.3. | will pour water upon
himchatis thirftie(as Peter’s bearer s now were Jand flouds upon thedrie
ground,! will pour my fpirit upon thy feed, and my blefling upon thine
off-ff ring,ans one fhall fay, 1am the Lord’s, and another fhall call
him{cIf by the name of Facob,with Ez.13.19. & c.36.27.4 new fpirit
will I put within you, ] will take the ftonie heart out of your fiefh,
and give you an heart of fleth: So that the gift of the Spirit in Peter's AQ.2.38.
Sermon, and the promifs of the pirit in the Galatians andin the Pro- Gal-3.2,14-
pbets, is all one for fubftance. '
As- for thatplace Foel 2.27.S. Peter expound’s it, 4:%.2. 17 of
“the defeending of the Holie Ghoft upon the Apofiles in fierie
Tongues, and it may well have relation to all thofe, upon whomin
like manner it did defcend: But ifany man conceiv’s,that-that place hath
a farther accompliftment in the New Teftament in the larger pouring
" forth of the gifts of the fpirit of Jlumination and underltanding in N
the myfteries of ('hrift, and his Kingdom more generally upon al} forts
and conditions of pcople,and in a greater meafure,{o that all forts and
" fexes now, fball bave as much , or more light and illumination then - -
the Prophets had in the old Teftament ; the common light of the Ele& -
now under the Gofpel {hall bee clearer and better, then that of pro-
phecicof old, (according o that Zech. ll;l.& Hee that is feebls, ]b::l
Do 2 .



. Infew-Bapiife jufiified by
bee s David and' the houf of David, as the Angel of the Lotd.
Fhall not with®tand him,and fo that place of Foe/in this largefen
doth contcin a partof the promifes of the new Covenant, whereo
Bapti{m is a Scal Butas for thofe miraculous gifts of the Holie Ghoft,
I:no where finde them commmnicated with or annexed unto Baptifm.Som-
times they were poured forth before Baptifim received at the Apoftle's
‘preaching,as upon Peter’s heavers that were with Corneliw, Ag. 10.45
47, Somtimes afier Baptifm, by another Cerimonic of laying on of
hands, as 4i7.8.16.17.4it.19.6—Somtimes upon their fervent praiers
as 4343 1. And upon thefe canfiderations it is,that I take the pro-
mifs here {poken of & applicd to Peter’s hearers and their children,
tobea the promifs of bleffednefimade to dbrabam and all Converts.
- The third thing to bee obferved in Peter’s words, 4¢t.2. 39.is this,
‘That this promifs,(be it what it will)did belong as welL to bis bearers
cbildreny as to themfeivs, (it is to you and your children).
. True fay they,when they are in a capacitie to receiv thie promifs, ie.
%0 as many of our childrenas are cal'dte afiual faitb,notof%up Infants,
. This is a miferable (hift for thofe worde, [ar many a5 the Lord our
God (ball call] are quite a new thing, clearly relating to anotber furt of
“pecple, then his prefent hearers,viz. Al that are afar of, which as yet
never beard of Chrift. Thofe words do not exegetically expound 1o
which of bi bearer’s children the promi(s did belong, as it Peter meant
to tell them, to fows of their childrenitdoe’s belong,not to others, but
by-the very order of the Text, they peint out orbers that were afar off,
in cheir feveral generations to bee called by the Gofpel,to whom faic's
Peter this promifs doe’s belong, to them and their children, 4 weil
#s 1o jou, and your children. The children then of Peter’s Converts were
within the promif3. :
Fourthly, Obferv Peter's reafoning and argumentatiop, in this word
For] ver. 39. where S. Peter give's « m;[on of bis direction, why thofe
earers fhould bee baptized, viz. becan('that grand promifs of bleffed-
x¢fs by remiffion of fins did belong to themsand upon this,as upon
a principal foundativn,hee build’s his Exhortation to them to bee bap-
tized; the holieGhoft in that manmer of reafonin clearly teaching thie
DoctrineNiz.To as many as the ble/fings ot promifs o[g:be Covenant belong’s
10 them alfo belong’s Baptifim 5 For therefore doe’s the Sign belong to Peter’s
bearers,besau(the Promifs did firft belong to'them. And by':ic ke rear

3

g.i{lg,ﬂle fame Apoftledoth Joftifie bas baptizing of Cornelins and his

Familie, £.10.47,48.Can any forbid water that chefe fhould notbe
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baptized who have received the holie Ghoft as well as wee ? And hee '
commanded them to bee baptized in the Name of the Lord ; which
difcourf; if reduced to form of Argument, fai’s this ; They that receiv
the jame Grace ate capable of,yea haveright to, tbe fame Sign;but Infants
are capable of the fame Grace(of the holie Ghoft;and of remiflionof
fins, as (hall bee proved anon) therefore of right they are to reseiv the
Jame Sign, i e. the Sacrament of Baptifi. . -

The {fam= De¢trine- doth our Saviour teach, ufing the [ame Qmmer:f
feafoning 5 for the admiifion of Infants to the outward fign of blef- |
fing, Mat.19.13,14. There were that brought unto him lictle chil-
dren chat hee fbould put his hands on them and praie;and his Difci-
plesrebuked them, but Jefus faid, Suffer little children to com unto
mee, for of fuch is the Kingdom of God : In which words obferv N
1. Cbrift’s praétice : 2. The reafon of bis practice : By his praltice, Hee
admitted Infants to the ourward fign of Ble(fing, though they underftood not

Avbat was (aid or don unto them,yet did Chrift give them his Blefling,and
the Sign thereof ("hee laiJ his hands on them ) contrarie to the
¢arnal judgment of his Difciples, who thought it a mockerie to give -
Infants a Sign which they underftood not. 2. The Reafon of Chrif¥’s pra-
Qiceis this, Infantsare not excluded from the Kingdom of Heaven,
therefore they are st to bee excluded from the outward Sign ofthe.
right and entrieto fuch a Grace. And if Chrift did efteem it 4 fufficient -
reafon, why lictle children fhould bee admitted to the Sign of his
Blefling, becaufof fuch % the Kingdom of God 3 then by the fame reafan,
Infants muft bee admitted to Baptifm, and not debarred from the
firft Sign of entrie into Chrift’s Y(ingdom, viz. Becauf the Kingdom of -
Heaven belong’s to Infants before a&ual Faith.

Now ifthey will give us leav to make ufe of Chrift and his Apo--
fle’s manner of reafoning, my fecond Argument for Infant-Baptifm
A hole o whom the B fes of th do 5, Arsument.

.All thofe to whom the Blefing and Promifes of the Covemant
belong, to them alfobelong’sf B% ifm,the Sign theresf (by the Do~ 2. drg
&rine af St Peter, ond of Jefus Chrift himfelf). ) ,

. But to Infants ofbelieving Parents, the Bleflings and Promis of
“the Covenant do belong, befere 4itual Faith; therefore by the Do--
~ ‘@rine of the Holie GHolt in Scripture, fuch Infants ought to bec
baptizedbefore Aftual Faith. : N
_ TheMajor, or firft part of this Argument, is the very reafon of
the Text: The Miner Propofition, vi%e Thal; the Blefling an? Prom'xfﬁ.
B 3 N - . k .
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Infams-$aptifm jafificd by
of the Covenant do belong to fufants before alfual Faith , is proved
by thefe reafons. ‘8. By the expreffwerds of Peter,which fay, the Pro-
mife is to your children.’ 3. By the exprefs words of our Saviour,(of
fach isthe Kingdom of Heaven) 2. By example of Ifaac and Facob,
they were childrén of the Promifs before a¢inal faith, and had applied
unto them the Seal of the righteoufnefs of Faith. 4. Som Infants dy-
ing are [aved, they arc-members of Chrift’s Kingdom ; therefore the
Bleffing of the Covenant , viz. Regeneration and Remiffion of fins

‘through the blood ¢f Chrift, do alfo belong to them, for except an

Infant bee bern again, and cleanfed by the blood of Chrift, hee cannot
cnterinto the Kingdom of Heaven 5 but fom Infants do enterinto Hea-
ven ; therefore fom Infants are born again jultified and fan&ifiedin
theblood of Chrift. Now what hath the Anabeptift to except againkt
this plain Do&rine of Scripture? :

The Blefings of the Covenant belong to Eleéf Infants, notto all:
Shall wee under that pretence baprize allin general ? (This was ob-
je&ed to mee in our Conference). .

If Baptifm belong but to one Infant, it is ewough to confute them who
d.ny it to all; becauf they are Irifants. 2. And if it telong to fom
Infants, why not toall? for who fhall judg which are eleted, and
which arenot? It concern’s not us to know who are, and who are
not Eleted,becaufthe Sacraments do belong to the Ele&, not as Elei,but
as vifible members and Profeflors ; upen which account S. Peter ba
tized Simon Magus: And Abraham by.God’s appointment circumcifed
Ifmaélthough a reprobate, Efauandall the children of the Befh were
drcumcifed. 3. Laftly, by your reafon, Men of years (hould uot bee
baptized , becaul’ wee cannoc tell whether they bee Elefted, or
not. v :

" But where have you any Example of children baptized?

There is no zeed of example when wee have the Dodrine of the
Holie Ghott for it,which is of greater Autoritie and force, then bare
Example ; Howbeit, the praife of the Apofiles may go for an Ex-
ample ; their baptizing ot whole boufbolds,is an Example of baptizing
all witbin tbe bouf old and young, that are not excepted; Even asun-
der the name of Abrabam’s houthold, are compreherided his Infants :
Abrabam and his houfhold were circumcifed, fo the Jailor and his
houfhold were baptized,the phrafe is the fame, the café s the fame,and
why not the perfons ? . : :

Yea,buc che the Scripture faic’s,Go, Teach and Baptize:and chey ;hd‘it

- N R gladly
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gladly recaroed the Word, were baptized:and again they were baptized
confefling their fing, therefore men muft bee capable of teaching of
Faich and nés;nunoe before they bee baptized. S
_Tistrue, When wee firft bring the Gofpel to a People, they muft Anfw.
bee firfk Taugbt, confe(s their Faith and their Repentance, and then .
be baptized; But it is a8 true,that when the Parents have received che Faich
and are baptized, their children alfo are taken into Covenant.
Thus Abrabam was firff taugbt, and then circumciled 5 But his Infants
were ficft ciccumcifed and then taughe. This one Error doth mach
bemift your underftandings,you conceiv that the Covenant take’s in Wee beli
onely aitual Believers : That i indeeda part of the Covenant,butnot | <* 'ieﬁ'“
the whole extent of it,as hath been proved. For as wee by deeds do forl;::» felvs
purcbafe and convey Lands holden in Leaf or Copie to our children, and our ehil-
yea,to children which fhall bee born, as well as to them that bee dren,Gen.a7.7
already born ; and chough owr children at that age knew not what their Wee give our
Fathers did for them, yetwhen ‘they com to age, they cloim thofe &lveand our
Lands by virtuc of the Land-Lord’s Grant and Seal annexed, paying God ro bee bis
their Rents, and doing their covenanted Services and Homage : S0 people : and
doth thegreat Land- Lord of Heaven put both us and our children into wee conira&
the Copie of Heaven, and confirm's it by Sedlof Baptifm ; And-when our for us and our
' children comto have Faith, they may claim the good things: cove- g’:ﬁ“m- See
nanted by virtue of God's Grant and Covenanc made with || “x"""“l"’,
their Fathers, they performing the conditions of their Father's Co- o 7 °
. vepant. ’ o o
rF rom Scripture I proceed to fom" Resfons. for - Infant-Bap-
tifm. | '
Infants are capable of the thing fignified in Baptifm,viz. ofthie blood A
of fprinkling ;‘tphercére of B%{fl’?lf! ic felf : ’;f they have the thing Reafen b
ned which is the greater, why fhould they bee debarred the Sign
whicbh is the lefs ? It canhot bee denicd them upon any juft ground of
Fait h or Reafon.
Yei, faje they, becauf Infants- have not Faith nor Repen- Objecse
tance. o
Youmuftadd 1.Thatthey have not Faith,nor ever will com to have' nfip.
Faith. 2.You mauft addthat they have not Faith ner any other means
of applying Cbrift's blood, elf your exception is not fafficient : I menr
of years, it is applied by the Spiritof God, and by Faith in Infants
by.the Spitis alone, which is given unto themm Itisthe Apylicg;vg;»f'
rifps-

.
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Reaon 2.] " Hee bete it and no way worfted ic: And when hee comman-

Infami-Baptifm jofiificd by -
Chrifbs righteoufnefs that jultificth us,not oar aéf of apprehending ig
the thing applied, not our aéi of applying : God by his Spirit in Infants

" doth all things on our part, which Faicth fhould do. gab. 3. 8. the

winde bloweth where it lifteth, thou heareft the found.thereof,
but canft not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth; fo
is everic one that is born after the Spiric, i e. Asthe power of
God is feen in the winde moving the aér, fo it is in the
ehangiog and renewing of us, though the manner bee bid from us.
Thou knoweft not what is the waie of the Spirit, nor how thé
bones do grow in the womb of her that is with childe, Eecclef11.5.
Thus much wee know from Chrift’s own mouth, that Infants are
bleffed, for Hee bleffed them, Mar. 10.36. Shall wee denje it be
caul wee know not the manner bow they are blefled? Or, fhall
wee denie them to bee reafonable creatures, becauf wee cannot
difcern in them the ufe of reafon? Or, fhall wee denic themto
bee finners, becauf they know not what the Law is, nor what

 the tranfgreflion of the Law is? Wee need nat trouble our filvs

about the manner how Chrift’s righteoufnefs is applied to them,
fecing God is as gracious to applie unto them the righteoufne(s of
ﬁt)i'e&fccoud Adem, a8 in juftice heedid the fin and condemnation of the

2. That Exception about. Faith and Repentance is no more

-a barr againft the Baptifin of Infants, then againlt the Circum-

cifion of Infants,fora{much as in Circumcifion were required a7 tbe
[ame qualifications, which you fay are required to Baptitin, viz. the
inward Circumcifion of the heart. ‘ '

Lictle children muft bee breught unto Chri# and none forbid
them, and by Baptifm they do com wnto bim, where the Minifter in
Chrift's flead receiveth them, and blefleth them, and the Lord fealeth

up unto them their reciving into his favor and grace for his own mer-
cie’s {ake without any merit of ours.

Chrift confirmed the Govenant made unto the Fathers, Rom.15.8.

ded a new Seal to bee fec in fread of Circumcifion, hee did it

‘without altering the fubflance of the Covenant in the leaft degree;

but now the very fubftance of the Covenant would bee altered to the
worf, if fom perfons formerly received into Grace, fhould by Chrift
bee excluded ; yea, and Believers children are in wor/ condi-

, ; . tion




Reafons drawn from Seripture. Y
tisn then in the Jewith Church, which to affirm, were not '
onely dervgaterie to Chrit's Grace, but againft Scripture it felf,
which faith, Epbe[. 3.6 That the Gentiles are Fellow beirs with
the Fews, and of the fame bodie, and partakers of his Pro-
mile in che Gofpel ; of which they are not partakers, nor Fel-
low-beirs, if [o great 4  part of the Gentiles as their children
thould bee excluded. The Infants of Jews and Profelytes ac
the coming of Chrift had intereft and right to the Covenant
of Grace: Andifthat right bee taken away, then their condi-
tion after Chrift is wor( then before : Shall they bee loofers
by becoming Chriltians ? This, no fober man wil afirm:

Neither is this a complaining againft God but againft them,who
would exclade, whom the Lord hath not excluded: God's
Grace is not firaitned by Chrift's comingstherefore our Infants
are not cxcl%zkd‘: ied -

Oaur lat Reafcn is grounded on 1 Cor.%. 14. The A .
ftle there fpeak’s of fuch an Molinefs, whiclz belong‘s to l:l: Reef "
Corinthians children from this ground, that one of the Parents
is a Believer, and whereof the children of Parents beeing both
unbelicvers are not capable, but remain unclean: Now this
cannot bee meant of a civil holinefs or cleannefs, for fo the
children of unbelieving Par¢nts were holie, as well as the
children of Believers , fecing bolie Matrimonie is not an Or-
dinance peculiar to the Church. And no where in Scriptare
are children called holie, becauf their Parents are joined in
bolie ‘Wedlsck, and may lawfully live together: But ic is Federal holis
meant of a Federal bolinefs, whereby the childrenare joined 2¢fs whac?
wish God in Covenant, dedicated to his Service, have right
to che means of falvation, and the Sacrament of Baptifm,
and whereby they are diftinguifbed from Hea:hens, Turks, and ApoRenins

fuch other Infidels. This Fe/eral bolinefs is transferred from P-84

the Parents to the children, not by Generation or Legiti- '

mation, but by the merciful will of God, whereby hee pré-

mifeth to bee a God to them and their Seed. Thus the

whole Church both young and old, by virtue of God’s Co-

venant with them, are fevered from other Nations, dedi-

cated to God's pwre Worfhip -and Service, and for that caf

are comated bolie, Dent, 14. 1, 2. Tbém art- an bol’e people unto
) the
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Bapbifue of Iufants juflified :

theLerd , with Egra g. 2. the bolie Seed had mingled them-
felvs wich the peopleof thofe Lands : the Fews were the bo-
lie Seed, the Heathens wnbolie, not becauf they were illegis
timate, or wanted a <ivil bolinefs, but becau( they were with-
out God’s Covenant , as Paul defcribeth the State of all Hea
tbens, Epbef- 2. 11. Remember that in time paffed, yeewere
Gentiles in the fleth, without Chrilt, Alicns trom the Com-
mon-wealth of Ifraél, and firangers from the Covenent of Pro-
miffes, .
' ﬂs.om at Corinth thought themfelvs defiled by theis marri-
ages with Infidels, though coneraled before their converfion,
and thereupon moved a queflion, . Whether it were law-
tul to continue. their . marriage with the unbelieving par-
tie, or. whether thoy muft not feck-a feparation 7 1 Cor. 7.
1,12. .

Paul i uteerly againft feparation, ver. 12,13. Let not him
put ber. away, and lec not the Wife leav her Husband : Hi
reafon isy verf 14. Becaul the unbelieving Wife is fanQified
by the believing Husband, though the wmbelieving partic
bee unclean before God, and is not made an belie Perfem,
yet the ufe of Matrimonic with her is Holie to the believi

.-Eutic; and of this truth, the holinefs of their childrenn'g

rought for an evidence, to this fen(, that fecing tbe Lord coun-
ted their children bolie and in Covenant with him, the believi
partie mighe reft affured, that their abode together, and t;hc‘:ﬁ

of tgcir marriage is not polluted, but acceptable in the fight of |
God.

The fan&ification of the Wife is but a. civil faniification in
that place, i. e. fhee is fan&ified to his ufe, that hee oughe
not to put her away. Again the holine(s there fpoken of, is
a fruit of that [anftification of the Wife, whereof it will follow,
That fecing the effect cannot bee greater then the Canj, the Canfl
cannot produce a greatere{e& then it felf, the Cauf beeing onely
@ civil [andlification, the holine(s of the children muft bee the
fame, thus argueth Tho. Collier. T

t. The queflion was, Whether the Believer were poliuted
by his unbelicving Wife ; the Apofile faic's, No, guia plarie
e}t pictas unim. ad [anidificandum conjugivm, quim alterins ime

: pietas

N
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by Reafons drawn from Scripture.

* pietas ad inquinanduom; i. e. The Faith of the Believeris of grea-
ter force to [anttifie theic prefent cohabitation, then the unbelief

of the otber to pollute it.  This hee proveth from a greater effett
and fruit of the Husband's faith, viz. The koline[s of the children
bora of fuch a Husbandby fuch awoman. The children are

holy, not onely civilly, asbeeingborn of Iawfﬁ_ll Wedlock, but -

federally as beeing fevered from all children of unbelievers by
{pecial precogative, holy ta the Lord, confecrated unto him,

- whereas by natyre they were Aliens and unclean ; according

to thatof Paul, Rom,11.16,if the root bec holy , fo are the
branches. '

The faith of the believing partie (an&ifiech the unbelieving

Wite to bear not onely a lawful, but an boly Seed ; yea, it fan&i-
fie's the childrén -anc( fevereth them from the Common con-
dition of other children, which are prophane and unclean,
without the Church, without God in the World. o
2, Note, Thac the Holine[s of the childe received from one o

the Parents believing, is, more then the fanctification of the Wife
by ber believing Husband, becauf fuch a Wife is not taken in-
to Covenant with her husband, but the childe is ; and tbere-
fore the Apottle faic’s not, that fuch o5 is the [andlification of
the Wife 5 fuch is the holinefs of the childe : But thus, 8uch
as is the bolinefs of the believing partie, fuch is the child’s ho-

linefs in refpe ot Church-memberfhip ; and fo the Faithof

the believing Husband is the canf of both thefe effects, viz. That
bis coupling with his Wile is not impure, and alfo that his
children ave bolie : And this latter an evidence of the former
And thas the holineG of the childe is a fign of the mother’s fan-
&ificacion to holie cohabitation, and an effe& of the Father's
Faith by virtue of God's Coveénant. To have faid, That their
children were lawful, was no more then to have faid, That
their marriage was lawful , which was not the queftion; Bus
to faie, that the children of their lawful marriage were holie,

This did infer not onely the lawfulneff of their marriage, but

the [antified Ufe : As Mr Baily hath well obferved of Anabep-

tifm,p.138.
Latly, If by holie, bee onely meant 4 ciwil bolineff, then
on the contrarie, by unclean, muﬁG bee meant a civil uncleannefs.
' 2 , But

24



Infam-Baptifm j’uﬂlﬁd by

But when Paul faie’s (elf were yur children anclean ) bi; in-

- .tentis not to make them all as an unclean birth end impure of-

Bring, which were bora at Corinth of unbelieving parems ; but
to (hew that they are not comprihended within God's Cove-
nant : And fo when hee {aie’s,(but now are they bolie, Jhee note’s

. fom prebeminence of the children of Chriftians - above the Hea-

then’s children : though in civil refpells, in repe® of a lawful
birth, both forts of children were equal, yet that civil
holine(s beeing common to butb, there is a prelieminence :L:be Chrifti-
an’s childe above the Heathens. The childe of anInfidél at Corinth
is to daie unclean and the next daic holie,in cafe his Parents turn
Chriltians ; And what's the reafon of this fo falden aliere-
tion? It muft needs bze in regard of the Covenant into
which the partie now believing is taken wich his children,
his unbelieving Neighbor with his children ftill remaining
unclean : hencel conclude with Calvin in loc. Seeiog our chil-

- .dren are exempted from the common condition of loft mankinde,and

A Treatife
entitaled, 4
blow atthe rost:
of Saan's de-
wiges, Pl §4+

admitted into God's Church and Familie, Cur eos & figno ar-

ceamus ? upon what reafon can wee drive them from the fign of
their admittaice.

«lc is (faith a learned man) God's great Work to

‘¢ Church the World, and the Divel's counter-work is, to

¢ Heathenize the Church. "It trouble’s the Divel much, that
¢¢ Children from their infancie fhould bee under an Engegement
¢ to receiv nurture and admonition in the Lord, to trequent

<¢¢he Ordinences and to own Jefus Chriit by an external pro- ~

¢ feffion, if hee could but contrive to prevent their coming into
¢¢ that Engagemeat, hee might hope more eafily to keep them
¢¢ out when they are grown up,then to werk them out,({o grown
€“up) to a remouncing of Chriftianitie, which yet hee hath
¢brought fom unto. ‘

For aclofe of both the queftions hitberte debated , 1defire to
bee refolved by our Adverfarics, What is meanc by the do-
&rine of Baptilm, and laying on of bands, reckoned up among
the principles of Chriftian’ Religion, Heb. 6.3. By laying on of
Hands, muft bee underftood, eitber 1be rite of confirmation,
which ftood 1. ln inftruction and examination of thofe
who had been baptized lnfants. 2. Andin Praying for them,

that
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that God- would continue them in the Faith, &c. = Thiswas
performed, when they grew up to years of difcretion, and
were called 10 give account” of their Faith before their admi(-
fion ta the Lord’s Supp:r. And of this minde is judicious
M*Calvin : And h:e wifbes that this Rite and Cuftom were Isl.l.4.c.19.
again reftored and praQtifed in the Church of God, Talew % confirmtio~
erge mansum impofirienem que fimpliciter loco benedictionis fiar, ™" 5.4
laudo , & refitutam bdié in purum wfim velim 5 and gives
geghtxc reafons of what beaefic it would bee to ‘the Church,

k. 13, . ‘ :

Or fecondly, by impofitionof hands muftbee underftood a
Rite or Ceremonie ufed in the Ordination of Minilters. Now
chufe which fenf yor pleaf 5 if thelater, then you confefs that
Ordination 1s a Scripture-principle , to bee acknowledged of all
Chrittians , and o you yield our firft queftion ; if the farmer
Jenf, then you acknowledg Infant-Baptifm to bee a Scripture
principle , fit for all mep to imbrace ;5 and fo you yield our
later queftion : Butwhy may wee notund:cftand this laying on
of bands in botb refpects 2 and {o conclude botb ppimts ? judicent
doéti. 1ejs neceffavie for allmento bzc inftrulted and catechized
in thefe fix Principles of the Do%rine of Chrift, and to believ.

1. That wee muft Repent of all our fins, which are dead
;vzrks, and tarn from them to ferv God in newnefs of
l o

2. That penitent perions mutt believ in God and reft on his mercie
inCle czl;' falvation. R bt b

3. And, (for the grounding of people in Religion) that they
bee inftrufted conferning‘%hcfzmzre, ufe and ﬁg?;éﬁcation of
Baptif{m, whereby wee arc baptized and planted into Cbrift, te bee Rom.6.3. .
partakers of the benefits of bis death. ~

4 Andfarther tobee infrutted, thatby laying on of hands owr
b?tizcd Infants ougbt to bee trained up in the knowledg and fear
ot the Lord feafoned with the principles of Chrift’s Religion;
- ansd that for their good and the inftruction of the whole Ghurch,
and for right difpencing of Gofpel-Ordinances, and the means
of [alvation, it is neceffarie that a fucceffion of Minifters bee -
Ordained , for gathering and perfe&ing the Saints till wee all
meet in Heaven. '. )

Gs ~ 5. And
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- ¢." And chat all Chriftian people bee taught to beliew the Re-
forre&ion of thedead. T :
- 6. And the lft judgment, whereby all men fhalibee judged,
‘and eternally difpoted of,according to that they have don ia the
bodie,whether it bee good or bad. ' -

0 Lordour God, God of all Grace, Father of all mercies, vouch-
fafe for thy Sow's fake, to spen all our anderftandings, tbar wee may
conceiv and bow all our- hearts 19 imbrace afl faving: Trutbes - - And let
usnever bee of the mumber of thofe that firive or rebel agains? the light.

Soli Deo gloria.

(7

FINIS.,

There i 4 Bk .l)wly ?m m,‘\ in Enghﬁ:,, entiswied,
Luruzxr Colloquia Menfalia, or,” Lurusr’s

" Divine Difcourfes with diver( learned Divines as bk

Table, dre, Tranflated out of High Gerssane by H. Bell. 4
Book mever before exflant, very ufeful for Minifters mmd ather
Chriffians. = Seew and allowed of by learned and godiie Di-

 wiwes, and Ordered by the Parlament to bee Printed. Yee

fball have of the Books at Mr Du:Gard’s honf in Suffolk-
Lane near London Stone;and at the fign of the Ship in the new
Exchange. ' j .
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