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Duties of Mafters and Servants. .

Ephef. VL. s,6,7,8,9.

Serwants, be obedient tothem that are yonr < Maflers, according to the
fiefb, with fear andsrembling, in Jinglenefs of your-heart, as unto
Chrift -

Not wi{z eye-fervice, as men-pleafers, but as the Servants of Chrift ,
doing the will of God fromthe hears.

With. good will doing fervice, as 1o the Lord, and not to men, |

Knowing thas whatfocver good thing any man doth, the name fhall be
receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free.

4nd, ye Mafbers, do the [ame_things. unto them , forbearing threats
ning s knowing that your Mafter alfo is in heaven, neither isthere

refpedt of perfons with bim.

. HE Queftion propofed to me to anfwer at this
=% time, is this 5
& what are the Daties of Mafters and Servants , and
bow both muft eye their Mafter which is in beaven ¥
Before I come to the dire& anfwer to this Que-
A ftion, 1hall make wayto it by layingdownapre-
<N\ liminary confideration or two. ‘
B Firlt,7hatGod didin infinite wifdome make all things,
‘ though of a far different natwre. Some beings he made
more excellent, and indowed them with neble faculties, fitted for com-
munion withhimfelf : and fome of thefe he hath placed in a higher, and
fome in a lower orb, and yet all making the glory of infinite wifdome
fhine more clearly, He fers one creature bigher, and another hwer s
one rorule, and the other ro be ruled. And of the fame kind he advanceth:
one above ancther, and yet with no injuftice or wrong to any, but for the
mutual belp one of another, the beanty and barmony of the whole Univerfe, and A
the more vifible difplaying of his own unfearchable wifdome. 1If all the Stars Plalrogog
were Suns, how intelerable would their heat and light be ; if the whole Gen. 1. 31
body were eyes, how much of its #fe and excellency would it loofe # What
"2 Chaos and heap of confulion would the world be without gevernment 2
and how can government be without fuperiority and inferiority # It was not .
without good reafon that the Philefopher (sid, That there was & meshod of 5, c,.” ™
, . perfelt




374

Duties of Maflers and Servants, Serm. 18.

.A". Epl{fo 1-2.

c.7.
Anton.ex Flit.

l, Te
Ec.3,11.

Epiéfetus,

Kai vuns 85
# ab1iw Tow-
Tl ¢ Pl
TRLIMEAG .
Are Epifte li14
€. 16.

‘0 @:% {n-
Aol 7o
aay]a X woi-
ey X Abyeny.
id, 12, ca 14

2

‘of it exaltly, is fecurisy, honour andreward., God makes oxe a King, anoe.

perfet? wifdome in the making of all things . and it was not by chance thas they
are what they are, bat the contrivance of the moft excellent counfel. Who
could have mended what God bath made ? What could be better order-
ed, then whatinfinite Goodnefs hathdone ? and who but a feo! would
defire that things fhould be otherwife then wifdome it [elf hath determined?
Oh | what caule hath every one to adore God in every thing, who hath
made every thing beastiful in its place and (eafos 2 What caufe have all to fic
down content and thankful in that place where God hath fixed them ?
how unreafonable and blafphemous are the repinings of fome, thatare
ready to quarrel with their Aaker, and'to impeach him, as guilty of
partiality, cruelty, and injuftice, that hath not advanced them to a bigher,
richer, and more hononrable congdition then they arein.  Shall the thing formed
[ay unto him that formed it, why haft thou made me thus ? What diabolical
pride and arrogance is this for the Crearnre to accufe and condemn his
Creator 2 Shall folly it felf indi® wifdome ? muft God come to his Crea-
tures Barr 2 muft he give thee an account of his atings ? art thou able
to bear his pleadings ? and canft thou without finking tnto nothing ftand
before his glory ? what obligation didft thou lay upon God te bring
thee out of nothing into fomething ? did he ftand in any need of thy
being ? what was there inthee that fhould commend thee to God to ad-
vance thee aboveatoad or adog 2 Icould here expatiate, were it not
a little befides my delign: to conclude, I think it would be far better
for us all, tolearn of that excellent AMoralift, who faid , That though he
was lame, and almoft blind, andnone of the richeft, yet becanfe be was partaker
of Reafon, he had canfe to magnifie the diftingnifbing goodnefs of his Maker ,
and conld wifh that all men wonld more adore and admire God 5 and as for his part,
it fhould be bis work while be had abeing, and he did call all to joyn in. confort 44
his praife, who bath made all things in jf excellent an order and karmony. Did!
we all confider what God is, and what we are, mecthinks it {hould effes
Qually filence difcontent, and leave no room for any thingibuit love';,
praife, and gratitude.. O! would to God there were a little dfithat or-
der, harmony, and wifdome inour a&ions, that is, in Gods: and that
we could act like them that ftudy to imitate their Moker | O | that with,
Panl wecould learn Rtill to be content in whatfoever condition we are in ! and
if we have fpoken or thought any thing derogatory to thesinfinite Wil-
dome, to repent and abhor our [elves in duft and afbes, and tutn our mur.
murings againft God, that it is no better with us, into admiration that
we are not worfe : every ftate on this (ide eternal mifery, is.advance-
ment above what we deferve, and a mercy we can'never be thankful e-.
nough for. C e e ovee

Secondly, AsGod didininfinite wi[dom make every thing, and placéd every:
thing in that [Phear that was moft fit forit, fois isthe higheftecellency of thi,
creature to [hine.in his orb and be regalar in bis motion.1 mean; It 5 -eVery ones
duty and excellency to fill ap that place and velation that Godbath [et him in,.
with duty. The whole world is a great Army, and God is the General of.
this 4rmy, and be appoints every one their ffation and rank, and in keeping:

ther
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ther a Subjests one a Mafter, another a Servant one rich, another poor ,

and he is really moft excellent that is fo, in the faithful difcharge of the

ftate and relation heisin. A good Servantis far better than a bad Ma-

fter ; a good Subject than a wicked Prince ; he that is not relatively

good isnot really good : he that breaks his rank to get a higher and (afe

place, may be likelier to meet with destruition than promotion.  Adam’s lofs

of Paradice, and the Angels lofs of Heaven, are futhcient demonftrations of

thistruth. The worldis a Stage, {uiththe Sroick, and in it every one hath

his part to aft, and iv’s our commendation and wifdom to alt onr part well,

whether it be a Princoor a Beggar, a Father or Child, a Mafter or a Ser-

vast. This washoly David’s care and refolution ; He would bebave him- PRl 101, 2.
(elf wifely inaperfet way 5 and how (hall thas be done better than by walking

before God in his houfe with a pe-felt heart. What was Abrabam commended

for more than his faithfulne[s, and was this the leas? act of his faithfulne(s to

inftrutt bzs Family, andteach them the fear of God ? fofhua was a man of grea

gallantry and reMution, but 1 am ready to think he never atted both more
bravelythan when he (aid, As for me and my bosfe we will ferve the Lord. Joth.24.13.
Socrates langhed at them for fools that endeavoured to perfwade him to leave '9 933} (1
inftrucling the yourh s God (f{iith he) harh fet me inthis fation, and how can TVt xw¢a na~
Ileaveit ? O how few Chriftians exceed this Heathen ! nay who almoft mspoph xa-
comes near him 1f belived as well as he fpake. It’stoo true a proof, m7s7axe |
that there is but little wifdom and Religion worth calling {0 in the world, in mvrlw &
that fo few (blefed be God fome thereare) are good in their Relations, ¥yramamy
Where are Magiftrates to be found thatare as Gods Vicegerents in their J4 suas,
places ? Where are the A7 :#ors that command and direlt in wifdom, fo as Epitt.

their fervice is rather 1 priviledge thina toil, a pleafure than a vaffalage ?

Where are the Servants thatobey is finglene(s of heart as unto Christ.  What 10235

a {trange diforder and confufion is there in the world, in Kingdoms, Corpora-

tions, and Families, 111 who may be thanked for it but mens lufs, and Jam.q.1s
their not faithfully filling np that Relatios God hath fet them in. Molt are

governed by the Law of corrmpt natwre and bell, but few, too few have .
thac refpeét to the Law of God which (hould be. How excellently doth Ar- Epidta.
that Emperial Philofopher declaim againft thofe that are snfaithfulin their pla- '3

ces, and do not willingly fubmit to, and order their lives according to

the direction of the moft good, wife, and jult Law.giver of the world?

Hear his words : He s an Apofteme of the world, why being unfaithfnl in his Antoninus
place, doth as it were apoffatize and [eparate him[elf from Gods vational admini- 428 & fo
ftration. O that men were wife and underftood their true interelt, and 6 738
were faithful to it ! Othatevery one would labour to rectifie that ataxy

and diforder that is in himfclf, and then in bis Family | Then, O then

how bappy would our Kingdom, Cities, Families be ! It was no fmall
commendation of the Grecian Commander, that he reckon’d it none of the beft pl.“‘“fl’ ins
gualifications of 3 man to be able to play well wpon 4 Harp, but to be able o */** Them
govern him(elf and athers well : and if a City were put into his hands poor,
dif mantled, nn-difciplined, to be able quickly to make it /il firong,
orderly. To fill up our Relations with Religion ¢ iz divine precepr,
our true wifdom, our peace, profit; it’s honeft foal et

Al
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Mat23.8,

one of the faireft fruits of real Chriftianity. Would we could all as one
man engage to do our beft for the putting thisin execurion, and then holinefs
to the Lord might quickly be writsen upon our Door, our Ciry might be
called ?c%avab Shammab,the Lord dwels there,and onr Land Hephfibab and Beu.
lah. Forthis let every honeft foul pray ; for thislet Minifters preach ¢
And in the profecution of this defign, [fhall in my poor way give you
adv}ce, by refolving of this Queftion which I have made way to by this
Preface,

What are the Daties of Mafters and Servants, and how maft both eye their
grear Mafter in Heaven ?

h'In the an{wering of this Queftion the more fully, I fhall do thefe
things

Firlt, Show you what is meant by Mafler and Servant,

Secondly, Show you how both are to eye their grear Mafter in Hea-
ven.

Thirdly, I fhall thow you whar 4s the Mafters duty, exMrt bim o it, and
Zive him helps for the performance of it.

Fourthly, 1 fhall how what is the duty of Servants, prefsthem toit, axd
give them (ome helps for the performance of it

Firft, I (hall (how what is meant by Mafter and Servane.

By Mafter here is meant either Mafter or Miftrefs, fucha one as hath
the Jm;:er of himfelf, and upon whofe government and command another de-

enAeLh.

P Now inan abfelute and moff proper [enfe there is none may be called Aa-
fier but God y he only hath an abfolute, independent, unlimited power
of himfelf, and hath all others at his command and dire&ion, and he a-
lone is fit for this defpotick Monarchy, being infinite in wifdom, good-
nefs and juftice. And this clears the meaning of thofe words of our Sa-
viour, Call no man Father, Mafter, but God, that is, look upon none as
abfolute, infallible Lords of the Confcience, buthim.

But in a more limited (enfe there are Maffers, to which refpect and honour
muft be paid by their Servants, and that with all readine(s and chearfulnefs,
fofar as they command nothing that is contrary to Gods command.

By Servant, 1 mean one that is not at his own difpofal, but at the command
of anotber, 10 far as his commands thwart wet the commands of God.

Remember whatever is (poken of Servants, is [poken to Maid-Servants as
well as Men. Servants.

Now this Relationfeems in a word to rife from Nature, Law, or Con-
tratt. From Natnre, in that fome are of amore firong body, and weak-
er underftanding, others of weaker bodies, but of more judgment and
mpef;iience; and fo one is by nature fit to rule, and the other to be
ruled.

That Relation that rifeth from Law, is when any one by fomehﬂagitiom
aét hath jutly forfeited his liberty, and is condemned to fervility either for 4
time, OF during his life.

The laft and ufual foundation of this Relation is by Contraf#, and

thatis, where one thatis by narure free, [ubjeits himfelf t0 anathers com;
man
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maxd for a certain: time , upon (wch and fuch juff confiderations,
, Now this is that Relarion that 1 am principally concerned t0 fhew you. the .
Daties of.. , : o . iz !
Secor):dly, I come now to fhew you, hew both Aaffer and Servant are . 2+
to eye their grear Mafler in Heaven, Co ey
Firlt, They are both to have an eye to the prefence of their great Mafler-.
abichisin Heaven,  Godinbis Nature is a Spirit, that is inkinitely im- .
menfe, filling Heaven and Earth, and yet not included in either. If
man did indeed Iye under the lively imprefiions of . Gods.omnifciency
and omniprefence, what an awe would it put upon. their fpirits, how
honeft would it make them in-the-dark ? This, this would make the A4-
fer reafonable, juft and merciful s this would make the Servant faithful,
diligent and conffant in his obedience to his Mafter. ” Whit mikes men 1o
ac¥ like Devil<; but this, a hope that God doth not lee 7 #hat made . A4-
brabam fo wpright, but bis walking before God 2 What kept David fo anmoved, Plal.16.8,
but bis fetting the Lord always before bis éys ? 1 am perfwaded, the greateft
failures in either Mafter or:Servant,.have their fpring here, a fecret |
root of atheifm, snd disbelief of Gods eye and obfervation.. #hat truth |
in all the Bible more clear than this, and yet what almolt lefs believed ? -O
what do men make of God? How do they rob bim of his glory, and
themfelves of the trueft motives of fidelity, aCivity and chearfulnefs !
Sirs, Is the hundred thirty ninth P[alm canonical Scripirire or o ? Gan any .
hide any thing from Gods eye 2 Do not his eys bebold the good and evil 2. Daihgf,"'%'“'
not be ponder the ways of men? - Do you indeed believe this ¢ What then is p oy oo
the meaning of falfenefs on all hands 2 Jr was no unjuf? complaint -of the pra].§4 7,9,
Moralist, when he faid, thatmany dare pot do thar, theimage of God being Ar.Epi&t. 2.
prefent, which they will doy God himfelf being prefent hearing; feeing, &%
and obferving exaCily all that they do. . The al- fecing eye of Godis @ good Mepndds pn-
Matto 5.1 would this were written upon our. Doors, . Counters;, Qoun. JymTe Aeyer
ting Houfes; Studies, over our Tables! I fhall'conclude this' with:an 07 pores tse
excellent one of Epittetus his fayings ; Whenyou are at bome and have four 5™ 0 Ocog
the doors, and are in the dark, remember you never [ay you are alone, but God is tudy et 9
within, andbe needs no Candle to [ee what you are doing. - ., T T
Secondly, Both Adufers and Servants muft have an eye to the glory of  their XP7*%  7970%
great Mafter in Heaven, There is notan a@ion in our. whole lives, bup frs ™ frem=
we (hould either babirually or astnally refpe@ Gods gloryinit; andit;is 7° 7l mii-
but reafonable, that he of whom all things are, and by whons all things are pre--7* Ar.Ep.
ferved, and from whom all our hopes of good here, and bereafter,fhould L1.e1q.
bave all Glory for ever and cver. C v S e a[laco'r'sm{(,gh
 Ations 100f¢ their excellency when they havenot a right.end and ta; oS 10
make any thing our énd below God, -is little lefs then idolateyl. - it was Hierocles
excellentadvice given, more then once:, by that brave Adoralift, Refer.
All things to God; make bim your center - yostr end.. 1 {hall conclude with a-,
nother of that noble Emperour. Marcus Aurelins Antoninus {ayings s Ree
member always in all things thy Relation toGod, for without refpelt to- bim ilso)c‘,
wilt never perform any altion aright while thou liveft. . | R .

i
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Plal.119.6.

A&s 5.29.

Enchiridiors

John 194+

Thirdly, Both Mafers and Servants maft have an eye to the command of
their great Mafter in Heaven. Ask David how you. ﬂull‘e/bapga. Pate and
ait of fhame, and he will tell you, 4y having refpett unto all Gods com-
mands. . '

If men would never commind any thing but what they have warrant
for from the Word of God, commands would then be jult, and obedi-
ence eafie: then the poor Servant would never be put upon that fad Di-
lemma, whether he thould obey bis earthly or heavenly Maffer. The Pyl
thagoreans were not atall outinthat Dolirine of theirs ; Zhat man is un-
der an Oath of Allegiance 1o God, to be obedient to his Laws, and sever willing-
ly to tran(gre(s them. If the Maflter confault Gods commands, then he
will forbear threatning, and not make his Servants to ferve withri-
gor, and be faittful, meek, puttingonbowels and pity, warning, in-
ftru®ting and correcting, likea Chriltian, inlove to them, and obedi.-
ence to God. Ifthe Servant had Rill an eye to their great Mafters com-
mands, how fingly, uprightly, diligently and chearfully would they 0.
bey ? Tothe Law, totheteftimony 5 and peace will be to thews that walk, ac=
cording to this Rule, and the whole Ifrael of God. Both Mafters and Ser-
vants, yea a/l men in all things (hould ftillbe of Epictetnus bis mind, and
Rill wfe his Petition, Lead me O God whither thon pleafeft, I will follow thee
chearfully, andif Ibe fsmothing nnwilling, yet notwishftanding I am refolved to
look: to thy commund; and obey it. Let Gods Word be our Counfellor,
and we can’c do an unjuft and imprudent a&,

Fourthly, Both' Aaffers and Servants muf? have an eye to the affifkance of
their great-Mafter in Heavin.  Our heavenly Matfter is fo humble and
kind, that be never bids any Servant do any work, but he is willing to
put his own hund to ity and to fay the truth of it, thebeft Servane of-
allis fo weak and foolifh, thatbe is not able .to manage the leaft piece of
workhis Maiter fets him about, except himfelf be at ore end of it, and
dothemotft of it, nayIhad almoft faid, doall of it kimfelf. And if
God ftand by, direct and affift, how wifely, gently and pioufly will
Mafters do their part, and how patiently, diligently and readily will
Servants do theirs : then the Mafters will not threaten, nor the Ser-
vants groan or complain. ButI may haveoccafion to fpeak fomething
of this natare elfewhere. .

Fifthly, Both Masters and Servants mast have aneye to the foveraignty,
‘ym:rana?}ﬂﬂr‘u of their great Mafter. He is higher than the higheft ; he
hath usin hishand, as the Clayis in the hand of the Potter, and none of
his ways are unequal ; he will do righteoully, when men do not; and
the day is coming, ‘when Mafters and Servants, King and Subjects,
muft ftand upon even ground before him, and he will do unto every one
according to their works, O that Mafters would remember that God is
infinitely more above them, than they are above the pooreft Servant !
Were this well weighed, how foon would thé heat of fome Malters be
cooled, their ftorms be calmed, and their fury turned into meekaefs,
Remember man, God can ealily, without doing any injury ;ac all,
makethee and thy Servant change places, O that Servants could flill

) remember,
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remember that they have a greater and a better Mafer chat muft be plea-
fed,whofoever is difpleafed | the deep fenfe of Gods foveraignty would

quickly make the proudeft heart ftoop : this, this would pull down the

" flout, infolent, rebellious fpirit of a wicked Servant, and make him
judge obedience far more tolerable then flames 5 and if any thing of in-
jury be done him by his Mafter, the thoughts of Gods juftice and right-
ing will quiet his mind. .

I come now to the third thing propofed, which wasto (hew you whae
1 the Mafters duty, and to exbort bims o it,  And this I fhall do by giving
him :

1s Some cantionary Direltions,

2. Pofitive Diretlions,

Firt, 1fhall give you {ome cantionary Directions,

Firlt, Lot Mafters take beed of being fervants to finand Satan, and rebels
10God. A badmanisnot liketobe a good Maffer With what face can any
man expect others fhould obey him ( whofe commands are ufually unrea.
fonable) whilft he difobeyeth God, whofe commands are alwayes good
and equal. How can a drunken, prayerlefs, fwearing wretch, look for
better fervice than he gives to his Mafter.

By fin man at firlt forfeited that Soveraignty that he had over the crea-

tures, and by a conftant habic of [in, efpecially grofs fins, which the
light of Nature doth condemn; aman proftitutes his reafon, debafeth

his, authority, and loofeth that majefty which elfe be is invefted

with, How can a drunken Mafter rebuke or punifb his fervant for tip-
ling ? Is an intemperate Senfualift a fit perfon to cenfure gluttony?
Can an unclean perfon condemn wantonnefs ¢ Is it likgly that the Ser-
.vant (hould be faithful, who feethhis Mafter cheatand lye every day? if
- the Mafter be a profufe Gamefter, and given to his pleafure, is it like
that his Servant fhould be frugal and diligent 7, Are not lying, and fwear-
ing, and curfing, and wickednefs as{oon learned of a Mafler, as a Trade ?
And is itworth the while for a man to give twenty, forty, a hundred
pound to teach his child to ferve the Devil, and a fhort cut to Kell, and
a fure way to ruin and mifery of body and foul ? Is that man fit to go-
vern another that can’t rule himfelf ? ‘Is he thathath drowned his rea-
foo capable of inftruCling one, that which requires fome wifdome to
underftand, and learn,and more to teach ? Are not Sots that can’ fpeak
fenfe, in a fweet frame to fpeak to God in Prayer, orto read a Chap-
ter 2 What havefuch to do totake Gods nameinto their mouths, which
hate to bereformed ? O that wicked Mafters would confider that their

wickednefs doth not only hazzard the damnation of aGogle foul, but

even of all that are under their charge!ls it not enough to have your own
fins to be lay'd to your charge ? are all your oaths and lyes and wicked-
~ nefstoolittleto [ink you, but you mufl make your Servants f{ins yours?
~ 1s.07e damnation too little, but you muft feek to dowble it 2 Are thofe

~ flames fo cool and tolerable that you are bufie in adding fuel to .that ter-

rible fire to make it burn feven times hotter ? What a bell muft fuch a
~mans houfebe, in which the Name of God is fcarce heard, except it be

/

Usu2 . ‘ in .
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in an oath or acurfe ! [s there a blefling like to be in the houfe on which
Gods curferefts 2 Friends! I believe you would be loath your children
thould have Cham’s curle, and be fervants toa Tyrant and a Slave; a
wicked manisboth, Malers,if you would have your fervants obey your
commands, youmuft not break_Gods. 1f you would hive them fober,you

" muft notbedrunk; if you would have them chaft, you muft not be fil.

Ez. 16:49.

Senccd,

Rom. 12.11,
Prov.18. 19,

thy; if you would have them true, you muft not be falfe; if you
would have them good,you muft not be bad your felves, Your example
fignifieth msre to them than your precept : do not undo that by your acti-
onsand life, whichyou would buildup by your words, O! little do
wicked Mafters think what a plaguethey are coa City, whatacurfeto a
Family,and what inevitable ruin they espofe their own and other fouls,
bodies and eftates too, except infinite power and mercy ftep in quickly
to prevent it,

Secondly, Take heed of idlenc(s, carelefsnefs, and trufting. your Servants
too much, A Mafters negligence tempts the'Servant to anfasthfulnefs. When
Mafbers ave idle abroad, ufually the Servants are {o at bume. 1tcan’c well
be expected that when the Mafter is fpending his time foolifhly and unac-
countably in the Coffec-houfes, Ale-houfes, or Taverns, thatthe Sero
vant fhould fpend his wifely in the Shop, efpecially where he obferves
that the Mafter never minds which end goes foremoft, never examines
his Books, nor callshim to anyaccount. O this fin of idlenels,that So-
domitical, foul-debaling, body-weakning, eftate-walting{in! have we
amind to try whether God will rain fuch another ftorm of brimftone
upon us, asonce he did upon them! O how many perfons are very.
prod:gal of tiac commodity which will thortly be very precious.

Sirs, do younever take a Bible in your hands ; do you.nevér read
tow much God is difpleafed with floth, how oft he forbids it?~ Can
you call your fpending three or four hours together in an idle houfe in
infignificant chat, redeeming thetime ? Is neglecting your Servants
the way to make them faithful 2 O think of thefe things before it is too
late ! | knowmen have their excufes , and can ealily evade whae I fay.
But belicve it, itisone thing to deal with a poor Minifter, and another
thing to deal with God : and athoufand of your pleas, when they are
caftinto his ballance at the Day of Judgment, will be found light. 1f

~ menmulk be judged for idle words , 1 believe they will fcarce be acquitred for
“ idle actions ? 1 wilh we that are Mafters could oft fpeak to our felves in

Antoninws %
e ?0

' yman, you may meet a thicf.

that brave Emperors language, In the morsing when thon findeft thy [elf #n-
willirg to v (e confider with thy [elf prefently it is to go about a mans work, thit
1am Stivred up : am I unwilling to do thas for which 1 was born, and bronght in-
tothis world ? was 1 made for tii:, tolay me down,. and make much of my [elf
in awarmbed? O but this is pleafing.  And was it for this that thou
wert born, that thon mightelt cake thy pleafure 2 Was it not in truth
that thou fhouldeft alwayes be bufie and in a&ion. Seeftthounot, how
every thing is bufie in its kind to perform what beloags to it in its place,
&ec. and you ufe to fay, If you keepthe fbsp, the fhop will keep yon. 1 you
keep not your eye upon your fervant, when you hope to find n ;*_03;&

i Aairaly,
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Thirdly, Take heed who you admit into yowr Family. One that is born 3.
of wicked debauched Parents, and hath had nothing but bad examples,
and feliome good precepts 5 that hath been accultomed to lying and
bafenefs from the Cradle, thathath not been taught to read, and knows
neither his duty to God nor min, thatisjgnorant of God, Chrift,Soul,
Heaven, Hell, and confequently is not capable of lying under the force
of the moft powerful motives to faithfulnefs, David was huge caneioss Pl 1013,
inths points alyer Pould not dwell in his honfe.  As good fervants bring
ablcfliig along with them into the Famnlies where they come; (0 fome- Ger.39.5.
times wicked fervant: bring a curfe with theminto the houfe where they .
come. Little do Mafters think how much damage a neglect in this may
bring upon them, their eltate may infenlibly be wafted , their other Ser-
vants infe@ed; their Children be corrupted, and provifions laid in, to
feed their forrows all their duys  Never talk of what thou (halc have
with them ; how refponfable their. Parents be : will this ballance the haz-
zird of your Childrens Souls 7 Sooner rake a toad into your bofome, then
a wicked fervant into your Fami/y.

Fourthly, Takeheed of purting your Servants upon too much work, It’s 4
the way to alicnate their affeltions, to make them almoft sncapadle of doing
their dury asthey fhould to God , it puts them upon cryes and groans to
him, chat hath ever an ear open to the complaints of the oppreffed: by Ex.2.243.
this you make them more blockifh, and lefs ingenuous, and confequent.
ly not (o ficto carry on your buiinefs fo much for your interelt, aselfe

_they might do : remember, how contrary this is to humanity, How
would you like this in others > Were the Egyptians to be juftified for their

great burdens wherewith they loaded the Ifraelites ; and the Turks to be
commended for the hard vaffalige they put poor Chriftians too > 1 know you
readily cenfure both thefe, avd how can you condemn cither, when.

you imitateboth ? [syour (inlefs becaufe againft greater light 2 except-
youdclire the curfe of Godand min too, take heed of this (in. You-

may Jearnmore mercy from an Heathenthen you ever pratfed : For he tells

YOou, That your fervants are the inferior, and poor friends, and are to be acconn~ Seneca de civ-.
ted next to children, and came not into the hosfe for (ervitnde andvaflalage, but memtig.
patroisage.

Fifthly, Take heed of letting them have teo little imployment : 1ts of dar.  §:
gerous confequence to get a habit of idlenefs. 1t was noneof the leaft
commendations of that worthy woma, that e wonld (nffer noae in ber hosfe to Prov.31e27:
eat the bread of idlenefs.  As youmuft give an account of your own time,
fo muft you alfo of your [ervants tos, Wow itis {pznt, When your Ser-
viants are idle, the Devil is at work, It you# have norhing for them ro do,
remember God hath fomething.  Set them to reading the Word, praying,,
and put them upon #fing all diligence in making their calling and election [ure,

Itis far better to have no Servant, then tokeep one to do nething but
look about him. This,this hath laid the foundation of fome young mens
ru.n , this is uafaithfuinefs to God and man, by this you. wrong.
body and fout.
Sixthly; Take heed-of bitrerne(s andthreatning; of cruelty and 'injnﬂice} Gy
o

4
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of wronging them in meat, drink clothing , or lodgings and neglecling them
n hew they are fick., and denying them that tendance,, phyfick,, and save thas i fit
for them at fuch a time.  Take heed of caliingthem names, and curfing
~ them, and of correcting them with unreafonable weapons, for thght or
no faults ; and ufing them worfe then a merciful man would do his beaft.  Are
not your Servants of the fame mettal wich your felves 2 they have fenfe
and teeling as well as you; their flefh is notiron, nor their bones brafs,
Would you have God give you fuch mercy as you give your Servant:?
If he fhould mark what you do amifs , what would foon become of you,
Did you never read the woes that God denounceth againft oppreffors ? and do
yo# think, God threatens i jeft ? can’t he ealily give life and execution to
‘his woes? and where atre you then man? What if God fhould curfe
" when you curfe? what if he fliould ftrike as well as you ? are you able

.

to bear the ftrokes that his hand can lay on ? can thy beart indure, or .

thy back bear what he can afti® ? when you are juft lifting up your
hand, confider alittle the nature of the fault, and do as thou would’ft
have God do by thee, and then be outragicus and cruel if you can.
Remember your Servarts are Gods Servants,and you muft not rule them
Lev.25.42,43 With rigour - read thofe Scriptures which you find quoted in the Mar-
Deut. 24. 14. gent. Some may wonder that Iinli{i upon this caution fo long; but I
James 5.4.  wifh the empty bellies, thethin checks, che black 2nd blew skins of many
poor Servants did not give me too good reafon for what I fay. 1 fhall
defire fuch Malters to ask themfelvas fome times, Whofe Souldo I now
" properly pofiefs, a Tyrants, a Mad-mans, or a Beafts? Suppofe your
Servant is not fo wife, ftrong, and active as you would bave him, it
may be for this, he more necd: pity then blows or curfes. Butif he be
really faulty, were you never (o too ? and when punilhment is due, re-
member that Religion, Reafon, and Hrwanity mult alwayes meafure purift-
ment.  Think not they are in your powcr, and poor, and friendlefs,
and that they have none that can or will right them 2 if this were a goed
warrant for opprefling another, how many are there who would foon

~ crufh you to pieces ?

Seventhly, Take heed of weglecting your Servants fouls. Their fouls as
well as their bodies are your charge; and you maft be accountab e fhortly for
them. O bow few conlider ferioufly of this | Are not the fouls of Ser-
vants {lighted, asif they were little better then the fouls of Brutes?
Sirs, is that which Chriflt thought worth bis blood , not sworth your care ?
The negle¢t of moft Mafter«in this thingishorrible, How f.ldome do

they fpeak a word of God totheir Servants? how great a rarity is it
for them to pray with them, and read the Scriptures before them, and
to call upon them to mind what they read? who indeavours to
tonvince their Servants of the corruption of their nature, and that they
areborn {laves of Sin and Satan ? who commends Chrift as the beft Ma.
fler, and commands bis Servants to obey him ? where isthe Mafter tobe
found that is frequently and importunately indeavouring to convince all
under his charge of the neceflity of faich in Cbrilt, repentance, and a
‘hotylife? how little are Malters concerned for Gods honour and fer-

Antondle5.n.11.
@ lo Ge 721

-

, vice? -

o
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vice ? nay, arethere not fome thatare fo far from minding the.fouls of
their Servants, that if once they perceivea poor Servant begins to fet
h.s face towards Heaven, how arethey fet againft him, what fcoffs and
jeers {hall be then have, and{carcelivea quiet life after it ? ‘and there
are others that put their Servants upon f(in, that keep them up to work

2 Kings 21,11,
1fa. 57. 240

fo unreafonably late upon Saturday-nights, that they lofe half the -

, Lords-day with fleeping ? how many that put their Servants upon
work, and ferving of Goods upon the Lords:day, How many
do wee fee keeping their Stalls open to fell Fruwe? O where
are our Nehemiab's | who reproves his Servants for neg-
le@&ing Gods fervice,more then for neglecting of his own 7 who obferves
what company they keep, how the Sabbath is fpent ? who reproves them
for lying and cheating for their profit ? are there not too many that
put them upon telling lyes to cover their own neglect? do fuch Mafters
as thefe deferve the name of Chriftians ? do they look like Gods Ser-
vants ? whofe fault is it that Aoor-fields is fo full of idle youths ,and that
the Houfes and Taverns are fo frequented on the Lords day? who may
we thank for many of our diforders, judgments, and miferies, but care-
lefs Malters ? whence is it that fo many vile women are maintained , fo
high, that baftards are fo common, and that we hear fo oft of murder-
ed Infants ? how comes it to pafs that Prifons are fo full, and Tyburs fo
fruitful 3 if the matter were well canvafled, wefliould find that Mafters
and Parents negle® of catechifing | inftruting, reproving, and cor-
recting them under their charge, 1s not the leall caufe of this and other
evils, ~ Sirs, canyou prove the Bible to be a lye, and fouls and inv:fi-
bles to be but phancies? O} what then do you mean by your ftrange
negle of thefe affairs ? God hath made you warchmen; and if you be a-
fleep, OF give not warning, at whofe handdo youthink maft the blood of the
Souls in-your Family be required : The very Heathens bave declaimed no-
tably againft this ins If, fsith one, « friend badbut a dog nnder your care,
yon womld not Farve him, but in fome mea[ure proportion your care of him to she
love you bear to your friend : and hath not God purt fouls under your care
and are they to be neglected? I have been the more large upon this
Head, becaufe this (in 1s fo common, and of fuch difmal confequence,
and fo little care is taken forthe redrefs of it,

1 come now to lay down the pofitive duties of Maffers, and that I (hall
do with fomewhat more brevity.

Firlt,Let all Maffers endeavonr 1o be Gods Sevvants: True Religion and divine

Principles in the heart, will give a man the beft meafures of aition: the grace

of God will teach him to deny his pride, paffion, fenfuality, and worldly

Infts, andto live holily, [oberly, andrighteonfly inthis prefest world. Religion
inits power , O how lovely doth it make aman ! with what wifdome
and prudence doth fuchan oneadt ? with what fweetnefs, and love,and
yet with what majelty.  What a brave Mafter was Abrabams and what
made him fo, but the fear of God? this , this will make 2 man merciful,
patient,meek,heaveniy minded,and yerdiligent in hisplace:thiswill make
him exemplary,and:as much as in him lies,to0 a¢t likeGodin hisplace. And

what

Ezek.3.18. .

Epiéletuse

Mar.11.28,
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what irjury can fuch a perfon do: can he be cruel that hath fuch a2 Ma-
fter as Chrift ? can he findin bis heart to be unmerciful, who hath ob-
tained mercy ? if aman be very holy himfelf, his example will have a
drawing power in it to allure to that which is fo good, andbe a conftant

.check to that whichisbid : Such a one isunder the promife of Gods ble(-

fing, and he will teach him, and give him wifdome to difcharge the du-
ty of his place : He is made partaker of the Divine Natu-e,and fo inabled
in fome meafure to act in a conformity to the Divine will, It was no fmall
commendation which Pan/ gave of Philemon, when he {pake of the Church
in his houfe, : '

When our firft Parents were in their pure ftate , what homage did all
the creatures give them, astheir vifible Lord ; and bad not man by "his
fall forfeited this prerogative, and by denying Gods foveraignty, loft
their own, they had no doubt {till kept their dominion over the Crea-
tures, And.now the nore of holinefs isinaman, and the more near
God, and like him, the morelikely to get, and keep a majeity and do-
minton in bis place. Surely great bolire(s commands vefpet and ysverence :
and ratber choofe to have your snferionrs reverence, then fear youy for ad-
miration and leve accompany reverence 5 but batred, fears O what a noble
thing were man, 1f goodnefs and purity did alwayes accompany fuperiority
and government, thefc are, and fhall be honourable in fpight of malice it
flf.” A right wor/bipping of God is the captain of all vertse , and when this
Divine feed is calt into the foul, it layes the foundation of brave and
true honour and refpect ; fuch a one he ofters himfelf a facrifice to God, -
and makes a Temple for God in himfelf, and then in his family, and fuch -
a Mafter, who would grutch to ferve : How fweet mult obedience then

e, when nothing is commandedbut what God commands , and its intereft

and profic to obey ¢ QO Sirs ! little do you think how much power a meek, .
holy, grave converfation hath ? who that hatk the leaft fp:rk of ingenui-
ty inhim, will not be reftrained, if notconquered by it. O that Ma-
fters would but try this way ! and if honouring God do not more fecure
their honour then feverity, then let me be counted a deceiver : this,
this is the moft effectual way to make Servants good, to be good your
felves 5 this will bring them to a true relilh of Religion, when it is
preffed upon them by precept and example.- 1 have known fome Ser-
vants that have blefled the day that ever they faw their Mafters faces,
O let your excellency allure and draw thofe under you as the Sun doth
mens eyes, or as meat and drink doth the hungry,

Secondly, Ewndeavonr the good of the fonls of thofe under yonr charge with
all your might i bee intravail to (ee Chrift formed in their fonls. Give them
no reft till you bave prevailed withthem to.bein good carneft for hea-
ven, allow them time for prayer,reading of the Word,hearing of good
Sermons,and for converf(ing with';good-Books : commend to them' Bax-
ter’s Call tothe Unconverted , and Mr. Thomas Vincent’s Explanation of the
Affemblies Catechifm, @c. and obferve what company they keep, and if
you know a holy experienced Servant, commend their Society and ex-
ample to them, keep aconftant watch over your Servants : rememl;‘er g

. what
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what temptations they are expofed to ; know how they fpend their time;
call them oft to an account, and look well to your Books, it will do
them no hurt, and you much good : be oft in mecknels and pity, treat-
ing with them about their everlalting concerns : and let your carrizge
bring full evidence along with it of your dear love to their immortal
fouls. Labour as well as you can to convince them of the corruption of
stheir nature, of theevil of {in, of their loft and undone ftate, of their
impotency and utter inability to fave themfelves , or to make the leslt
fatisfaction to Divine juflice, or to bear that punifhment thatis due un-
to them for every lins (hew them their abfolute need of a Cbrift; and
that without him there is no falvation 5 make them to underitand what
the new birthis, whatkind of change it is, and bow neceflarys and
warn them of the danger of mifcarriage in converfion, and of taking
up with a half work, and refting in the outward part of Religion, and
their owa righteouflne(s: Pur them upon lubouring to know Godin Chrifts
this is life eternal to know the only true Gody and Jefus Chriff whom hehath fent.
Do what you can poflibly to convince their Judgments of the reafona-
blenefs, profitablenefs, and {weetnefs of Religion, where it is in its
reallity, vigour and conflancy : take offthe imputations and afperfions
which the unexperienced foolith Infidel would caft upon Chrifti-
anity. Never think you can commend Chrift too muchto them.. O lifyou
could allure their fouls, captivate their hearts, and make them in love with
bim 3vho 15 altogether lovely,

O ! letthem not alone till you fee them deeply affeCted with thefe
things 5 expoftulate the cafe with them frequently by themfelves; ask
them what they think of the eftate of their Souls, and leave not with
their fullen (ilence : ack them plainly, how they can eat, or drink, or
fleep, without Chrift and pardon? and what they mean to be fo uncon-
cerred 2 Tell them that death may be nearer them then they imagine;
and that as death leaveth them, judgment will ind them : Tell them that
their ftupidity is an effe@ of that deadnefs their fouls lic under; and
that if they be rot awakned quickly, they muft be unconceivably and e-
ternally miferable : ack them what they have'to fay againit the wayesof
God, and what they have to plead for their neglecting their fouls, for
Sinand for Satan : tell them'thefe things are matters of fuch weight,
that they need not much time to determine what muft be done: It’s a
matter of fuch vaft importance, thatit calls for the gresteft fpeed, dili.
gence, and care imaginable, and that you can’cbe fatis€ed till you fee
this work done : catechife and infiru¢t them conftantly, atleaft once a
week : Let the Word found daily in their ears, and pray twice a day
with them ; let fome time be allowed them for fecret dutiess and: put
them upon the performance of them fpiritually and confltantly. Keep
them rot 100 long at work_y or in the Shop, on Saturday-night. The Fewes bad
their preparation for the Sabbath 5 and the anciert Chriffians did not fall
Joort of them in their preparation for the Lords-day. Letthe Sibbath be care-
fully fpent in fecrer, family and publick duties : and for the better di-

- rection in your duties upon thatday,l refer you ta that excellent piece,
) Xxx - Mr,

Matth. § 2¢ce
John 17.3.
Provs 3. 17,
Rem. 12,10
Matth, 11.28,
& 1 Tim.4.8,

Cant.5.16,
Prov.3e1%e
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Me. Wells his Praltical Sabbatarian, a Book , it’s pity any great Family
fhould want. Caufe your Servants to bear you company to hear the
moft powerful Preacher you can : require an account of what'they hear,
and Jet the Sermons be repeated in your Family ; and ask them what it
was that did molt affect their hearts, and labour to prefs things home
afrefh upon their fouls: and if you perceive any good inclinations in
them , incourage them greatly,and improve them all you can : and if
youdo not fee what you would prefently, be not quite difcouraged,and
caft them off ashopelels, Exhort them daily while it is called to days and
if you fec them ftill dull, hard-hearted, and-under a fpirit of flumber,
be yet the more earneft; who knows but a little more patience and com-
paffion, and zeal may prevail : Buz if after long ufing the foremention-
edmeans, yox find them ftill refratory, ftubborn,and to flight your conn-
fel, andrunoniin fin, and to grow worfe and worfe, you maft add fharp
reproofs, and if they dono good, but they make a mock at ‘them,aad indea-
vour to jeer their fellow-fervants out of their duty too, then yon maft
add blows to your words : Stripes are fit for the back. of 4 fools and if neither
exhortations, reproofs, nor corre®ions will prevail , but they conti-
nue ftill like fons of Belial, rebelliousto God and you; then remember
your duty is t0 eafe your honfe of them : confider well what danger there
15 of their infecling the reft of your Servants and Children; confult
your own peace, honour, and profit, Ler nota lyer, a company- keeper,
avile perfon, dwell in your houfe,  When you have ufed all poffible means
for hisreclaiming , what fellowfbip foonld light have with darkpe(s ? remem-
ber that Ged hathmade youa Prophet, a Prieft, and a King in your ows
Family,

Thfrdly, Another duty of Mafters is diligently and faithfully to infirutt
their Servantsintheir Calling : conceal nothing of the myftery of your
Art from them (Imean of whatis lawful, for if you are skil’d in the
Art of cheating, youmuft unlearn that your felves, and never teach
them that which will hazzard their ruin.) Some Mafters are ready to hide
the moft profitable and ingenuous part of their trade from their Ser-
vants, Remember,Sirs, that Law and Nature, Reafon and Religion,
all command you to be faithful in this thing ; their Parents or Friends
put them to you to teach them an honeft Calling, and you promifed you
would do it, and it's difhonefty in the higheft degree to fail in
this.

Fourthly, Be juf?, compaffionate, and loving : be as ready to commend
and snconrage them for doing their dury, as to reprove them for the neglec? of
it : let them want nothing that is fitting for them in the place they are
in: let their food be wholfome, feafonable, and fufficient; let their
clothing be warm, {weet,and decent; let their lodging be warm , and
fweet, and wholfome; not too far from your eye and ear: let them have

- reft fufficient to recruit nature, and to fit them for Gods Service and

yours: Andin cafeof ficknefs, let them have fuch tendance, phyfick,
and dyet as they need. You can’t imagine what obligations you may
by this lay upen your Servants to fidelity ; how acceptable this E to
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God, and how much reputation it will get youamong men. Seean ex.

cellent example in the Centsrion. Give unto your Servants that whichis Matth. 8.5,6.
juftand equal. It was Fob’s commendation , thaz ke did net defpife the COl+4 1-
san(e of his hand-maid.Ufe your tongues to fweetnefs 5 afoft word fooner Job 3113,
prevails then a hard blow or curfe, ‘

Be pun@ually faithful to your contrad with them; pay them their

> wages to the full ; it’s better to do more, then lefs then your bargain, ‘
Inaword, dsthe Eletof God put on bowels of pity, and put off afl ﬁuﬁ, Cole3.12.
anger, wrath, malice, cnrfing : remember the wrath of man works net ‘the Jame1.20.
righteonfnefs of God. Be angry for nothing butfin. Remember a Chrift- Eph. 4.26.
like Gofpel-fpirit is a firit of love, and peace, mecknefs, and faithfulne[s; Gal.se22.
with the(e things God andman are well-pleafed,

Fifthly, Difcharge your Servants with [weetnefs and love , and do not g,
grutch that they fhould havealivelyhood as well asyou. Send them

- out of your Family with the counfel, the good-will of a Father, and
reckom, one thas was & faithful fervant to you [even years , deferves to be e-
frecns’d next a Child ever after. To this end it would not be amifs if you
give him as good a report as he deferves, to raife his reputation and
credit; andif youhelp him as far as you are well able in his fetting- up,
you will not repent it upon a Death-bed, norat the Day of Judgment.
inold time God did require, That when & Servant [erved fix years, he Deut.sa3,4.
Poonld riét be fent away emprys bur (laith the Text) thon fhalt furnifh him li-
berally ont of thy flack,, ot of thy floor, and ont of thy wine-prefs, and that
wherewith the Lord thy God hath ble[[ed thee, thow fhalt give unto him. And
1 know not why thismay not be pra@ifed ftill, where the Mafter is weal-
thy, and able, and the Servant poor, and deferving : Neither do I cols.13.
know where the Gofpel gives us a difcharge from the works of Rom.i3.9,1c.
Charity and Mercy. . 1 Thef. 4.9-
I come now to Exhort Masters to this work, to perform their Dasy,
And this I (hall prefs with a few Aotives. .

Firlt, Confider whas a Mafter God is to bis Servants 5 heis moft juft and 1,
righteous in all hisdealings : who can accufe bim of the leaft unrighte- Ifa. 45 21.
oufnels ? who can [y he hath done bim wrong, and that he is a hard Mafter ? Plal.92. 15,
Come, let any teftifie againft God, and make good their charge if they %z}‘;? f‘ogf 140

can.Is not he full of pity,and ready to forgive; how ready to moderaite his Ma..g. 7.
anger when he s highly provoked. 1t is not without good reafon that the Mic.7.18.
Prophet faith, #ho i a God like nnto onr Gid: and be is ready to teach Exod. 34.6+
his fervants, and to help their infirmities ; and if their work be hard, })r‘l’)"?'zg'
he doth bear the heavier part of it : Heisready to keep them company, ,&,28226:
to fuccour and incourage, and comfort them; he provides all things Rom.8.26.
needful for them ; he delights in the profperity of his Servants, and Pfal. 32.8.
loves to fee his Servants thrive ; he gives them many a token of his love })ﬁ""}'z'
 here: But, O what great things hath be laid up for them ! eye hath not feen, pfa';Q:S,

" war ear beard, neither hath it entred into the heart of man to conceive it, Their Pfal.34 10.
reward is exceeding great, fure, andeternal. O what harm would it Pfal. 19. 15
-do you to be like God? do not your Servants deferve more kindnefs from Pfal 3119,20
you , then you or any other doth from God ? :
Xxx 2 Secondly,
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2. secondly, Confider what need your Servants have of your ntmost care in the
forementioned particnlars : They are young, unexperienced, heady, nuy,
naturally ignorant, proud, deady Chitdren of wrath , enemies to God

" every momeat indanger of mifcarrying: and at whofe hand will their
blood be required think you,if you do not your duty to wairn, reprove,
corre& them ?

3. Thirdly, Confider bow much it will be for your hononr : How bigh an e-*
fteem will all good men have for you ? how greata vilue mu't wife Ma<
giftrates fet on you 2 what reafon hath the City and Corporation to rife
up and call fuchblefled ? how great and how common a good fuch are,

~ isfcarce to be exprefled ; fuch fhall have a good report in fpight of wick-
ednefs; your Szrvants can’c burlook upon you as their Counfellor,Mi-
fter, Father, and give you fuitable re(pect and honour.

4. Fourthly, Confider bhow pleafing and acceptable this isto God : Such the
Lord is nigh to, his eyes behold with delight.  Itis not he that obferves
his great Sicrifices, itisnot he that mikes many Prayers, it is not he
that makes the greatelt lhow of Religion outwardly, that is accepted;

Hierocles, - but it is he that gives up his beart firff to God, asa warm Sacrifice full of
John24.15. Jove, and then hishonfe wnto the Lord; this, this is the man that God will vi.
1{)4?‘1;11!235 - fity comfgrr, blefs 5 this is he that ere long fhall hear his great Malters com-
> mendation, and haveawelcometo Glory. ;o

Fifthly, Confider how muchprofit and pleafure you foall have here : by your
diligence and care you may be inriched ; there’s Godspromife for your
Prov. 28. 20, fecurity : By this your Tradeislike to thrive, yourcreditrife greatly ,
Prov.106.  your cuftome increafe : And when the carelefs Mifter makes hait to po-
verty, a wife, diligent, and faithful is 10 the moft likely way to get,im.
prove, and keepan eltate. Imight fay, what pleafure and comfort a
man can’t but take in his Family, when every one a@s regularly in their

place.

6. Sixthly, Confider how msch good yonr faithfulne(s may do others. Your
Servants may, tor oughtthat1know, call you their Spiritual Fathers,
and blefs God for ever for your examples, exhortations, prayers, and
your Servants may inftruct your Children, and be frequently inftilling
one good thing or other into them, and inflacnce them more then you
areawareof, You are a mighty help to poor Minifters, you help to plow
up the ground, and makeic fit for the Divine feed, you pull out the
ftones, youweed up the roots of bicternefs, or at lealt keep them from
thriving and growing up, you harrow in the good feed, you water it
with your tears, and God will make it fruitfuls youpluck up th: dar<
nel and thetares : Of all the perfons living, we Miniftersare molt be-
holding to good Mafters and good Parents: we befeech you, if you
hive any love for us, or our Mafter either, be faithful in this thing,

Frigts,  O-mikeus glad when fomany thoufands are making us fad with their
wickednefs. Imightadd, your Examples draw others, and mike bad Ci-
. tizens good. :

7. seventhly, Confider the darger of your negle®, if you be wnfaithfal : you
expofe body, foul, ekate, wife, children, fervants, and all, to tin,‘{uine,
C hame,
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fhame, and the curfe of God for ever, you break the rules of equity .and
bumanity, you forfeit your reputation, you go the likelielt way to work
to bring upon you difmal calamities in your life , worfe at death, and
worft of all after death. O confider this you thit forget God,and your March. 25,26,

duty ; and resd thit Scripture often you fee qpoted in the Mar- Maubs 443,
49,5¢ 5k

gent. A
IMhall now crave leave to expoffulate the cafe with Mafters about their

dntyy for 1 am loth to leave you, tifl 1 have prevailed with you
to f.t to your work like Chriftians. Sirs, you have heard your
duty , and what have you to obje& againlt it ? can you prove
that that which 1 have defired of you, is not required by God himfe!f ! Have L.
not proved what 1 have faid, by plain Seriptures ? and doth not reafon and hit-
manity, as well a< Chriftianity, oblige you to the putting thefe duties in pra-
&ifehave I not laid down many Motives to prefs you to your duty? have
Inot told you whit a Malter God is to his Szrvants ? and put youupon
being followers of him as dear children? Would it be any difparage-
ment to you to follow fo perfe& and unerring an example ? Doth not he
teach, dire®, help, encourage and reward his Servants? Is not he
faithful to his promife, tender, pityful, and ealie to be reconciled,
and ready to forgive? And are you not very well pleafed with thefe
propertizsin God ? And if this be amiable in God, why fhould it not
be lovely in you ? God humbleth himfelf to look. upon whatis done on
earth, andisitbelow you tolook upon and take care of your Servant. 2
What great difference is there, I pray, between you and them? Are.
they not of the fame mould ? And fhortly your bones and skuls will
not be diltinguifhed. Why did you take them into your Family, if
ou intended to take no more care of them than of a Dog? Wasitnota
piece of bafe falfhood in you to promife and engage what you never in-
tended to perform ? Methinks I have a mind to debite this matter fairly
with you, fo asto leave you refolved for your duty, or without any.
reafon or excufe for the negle& of it. Sirs, Is there any thing of di-
fhonefty in what 1 have been perfwading you to ? Isitadifhonelt thing
to pray in your.Families 2 to inftru& them in the things of God ¢ to
be holy, diligent and faithful 2 What harm is there in #ll this.2 'Would
it do you or yours any injury 2 Would it hinder either your profic or
pleafure ? Cangodlinefs which hath the promife of this life, andtha which is to
come, undo you ? Should that which pleafeth God difpleafe you ? Is it
an unpleafant thing to fee the beauty of holinefs inyour Family, andto.
have yours ferving God and you faithfully ? Is itan unpleafant thing to.
have Gods commendation and peace ? and to have good hopes that all.
yours are Gods, and fhall be delivered from the wrath to come, andbe
heirs of a Crown of glory? If you talk of pleafure, nopleafure lika
" them thatarein duty, and atthe end of duty? Wellnow, Whathave
you to {1y again®t your duty? You cry pifh, this is the way to.be a.
flive, amope, afool, Tsittrueindeed, thitto be enlarged for Gods
in ones place is a flavery ? how come fuchto be fo full of peace and joy

Xsthat the Rate of (Lives ? nobody is about to debar you of moderate.
- -, T ToTr T - ubqrty
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* liberty and recreation. Butwill you call nothing liberty and recreati-

on, but that which expofes you and yours to ruin ? but if you take this
courfe you fhallbe poor, if youand your Servants maynotlye, cheat,
break Sabbaths, you fhall never be ableto live. How then come fo ma-

. ny. honeft men (‘that would notdo any of alltheie things for a world )

to live fo well ? Were Abrabam, Fofiwa, David, Cornelims, all fuch poor
men ? If diligence, honefty, and holinefs undo men , what will make
them ? T hope you will not fay that curfing, lying, fraud, idlenefs,
fenfuality, and carelefsnefs, are better wayes of thriving? Well, once
more, what have you yet to fay againft what I hive been perfwading you
to ? will you now without delay bewail your former negle¢t? and in
good earneft fet to your work,likea man, thatin {ome meafure knows
the power of divine precepts, the worth of fouls, and the greatnefs of

~ that charge that lyeth upon you ? O ! that there were in you fuch a

N

3.
1King. 3.9+
James 1.17.

Hierocless

heart: O'! that all Mafters of Families were refolved for that which
bumanity, reafon, intereft, reputation, and their comfort call for
as well as the law of God and men oblige them to | what bleffed Families
then fhould we have 2 what noble Corporations, what glorious Cities?
might not Febovab-Shammal be written then upon our Gates, and holine[s to the
Lord npon every door ! O when fhall it once be !

Now in hopes that fome honeft hearts are affe¢ted with what hath been
fpoken, and are defirous to engage with all their might in their duties,
¢11 fhall briefly add a few Helps, for the better performance of their

uty.

Fyirﬂ, Get 4 beart snflamed with love to God,  This will make you much
more concerned for his honour than your own this will caufe you to
promote his intereft with vigor, and remove whatfoever may be preju-
dicial to it: love will break thorow difliculties, and make duty ealie ;
love will engageyou, body, foul, eftate, head, tongue, hand, beart,
all for God : then you can’tlive without prayer, andinRru®ingyour
Servants. If thelove of Goddwell inyou, I never fear the difputing
your duty. '

Secondly, Get'adeep fenfe of the worth of [ouls upon your (pirits, Remem-
ber, he thac mad® them values cthem highly; he that bought them and
paid dearly for them, judged them worth his heart-blood 3 they that
are wife, believe that their utmoft care for them is not too much 3 their
lofsis anirreparable lofs, and if they are faved and fecured, all loffes
are tolerable, light, inconfiderable. A due fenfe of,the worth of a
foul would make you wonderful careful to prevent its mifcarriage,
greatly follicitous to make fure its happinefs.

Thirdly, Begof God afpirit of wifdom and government, thit you may know
how to goin and out before your houfe, like a man of pradence and Religion,
You know whence every good and perfet gift comes, and if any man lack wif-
dom, they muft ask_ of him thas is ready to anfwer [uchreqnefts, whowill give li-
berally, andnot wpbraid, Beg of God the gift and grace of prayer and
ucterance ; beg experience and knowledge, and ufe and improve froic~
fully what talent God hath given you already. A wife man inﬂéu&

- S

L
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Cted of God is a Prieft of God, and the only man fic to do.his
work. '

Fourthly, Study the Scriptures mach. Attend upon a confcientious, 4, .
powerful Miniftry, and read fome praCtical Books : there you will find
the mott excellent precepts 5 there you will meet with the moff commendable
prefidents ; there you have the moff powerfal morives to your duty, the mof
[wccefsful helps : 1In a word, there you will meet with the afliftance

“of Gods Spirit 5 by them you will be kept from any unrighteous Pal11o
thing, ' e

Fi%thiy, Do as you would be dowe by 5 remember what meafure you mete to 5,
awother, fball be meafnredto you again, 1believe David would fcarce have Mat.7.12,
been fo ready to pafs fuch a fenrence as he did, if he had well confidered
who was at the bar ; and it’s likely a lefs punifhment than burning
might have been pronounced againlt Zamar, if fsdab had remembred
who was the Father of her Child. ‘

Sixthly, Take heed of pride, [elfifonefs and [enfuality. Thefe are the
great make-bates ; thefe make the world fo full of confulion and trou- py.» 1o
ble; from hence come war and fightings; this brings fuch diforder, ?
mifery and forrow unto Kingdoms, Cities, Houfes: if inftead of thefe
we had humility, publick fp.ritednefs, temperance, the world would be Jamesg.r
quickly well mended with us.

_Seventhly, Think much upon your account , Death, {ndgment, Heaven, o,
Hell, and Etersity. 1 had afmo{t faid, believe this truly, and think of ’
itfrequently, and be unfaithtul ifyou can. 1 am perfwaded, that eve-
ry wilful omiflion of a known duty, and commiliion of known fin, hath
much of atheifm and unbeliefinic: itis but yeta little while, and Ma.
fter and Servant muft be equal ; deich knows no difference; the worms
and rottennefs will {eize as foon on the one as the othersand this might a
little teach us humanity and moderation. Confider that account that
mult be given of our opportusities of fervice, and every talent we are
intrufted with, Suppofe Gods Meflenger were jult ready to knock at ~
your door, and you were farely to appear before God before to mor=
row morning, what meeknefs, diligence , faichfulnefs , would you
then exercife ? and how hardly brought to do any thing to hazard Luke 162
Gods difpleafure? how full of good counfel to every body ? why, Hepg,o. -
how knowelt thou, O man ! but this hour may be thy laft? This was Job31,14. .
that which did not a lictle prevail with fob to do his duty, and »or ¢0 de-

[pife the canfe of his hand-maid : What then, {aid he, fhonld I do, when God -

[ha'lrife up, and when be vifiteth, what [ball I anfwer bim ? Let death when '
he comes find you doing the belt work, and faithful in your place. I Ar.Epi&.i3. .
fhall conclude this with the advice of that gallant Emperour;, Let it be c15+ -
thy earncft care confiantly to perform every thing thow art about with juftice to eve- fé‘m‘;ﬂ“‘ :
ry one, which youmay well do, if you go about every alt as your laff. o

‘I am now come to the laft thing which I promifed to do, and that is to 4e
thow, what is the Duty of Servames: and that I fhall perform in the
fame method as I did before, o

1. By giving them (ome cantionary Direttions,

11¢

.

2, Some
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1 Tim.3 €

Rom,13.2,

‘Mat.25.16.

4.

Colge2ze

Cd

i ey

2. Some pofitive Direttions , and preffing thefe with fome Motives,

and give them fome Helps for the better performance of their Du-

1. 1 (hall give Servants fome cantionary Direllions. ‘

Firlt, Let Servants take beed of pride. ~This was the fin of the Angels,
this made them Devils; this was the (in of our firft Parents, this made
them rebelliousto God. A humbleheart is ready for any work or ftate
thatGod in his providence cals him to3 any thing but fin will down with
a humble man. Remember, pride unfits for the fervice of God and
‘man, makesone think himfelf fitter to command than to be commanded :
that makes one go on heavily with their woik, impatient of reproof,
ready to anfwer again, malepert, fuucy, ready to commit other fins to
gratifie their pride. A proud Servant will fcorn to be catechized, cal-
led to an account, or be kept under thofe bounds that reafon and Reli-
gion fet. Humility doth no body any harm, brings no difhoncuc or

~ inconveniency, butis as good a fecurity to reputation, comfort and

profic, asany thing I know. ‘
Secondly, Take keed of difvbedience tothe lawful commands of your Maffer,

. Thiok not that iour arrogance,bignefs,and parentage,will bear you out,
t

It may be you think {corn that your Mafter fhould corre& you, and you
fay inyour mind, that you will givehim as good as he brings : know
this, that if yon have a Mafter that may be low-fpirited, weak, or

- poor, anditmay be fuch a one that is loth to deal with you as Law and

Religion gives him leave ; yet are you too firong for God? Is he a-
fraid of your fwelling and big looks ? Will be count youinnocent? Is
not your rebellion and difobedience to your Mafter, difobedience and
rebellion againft God? And can bis purity fuffer long, or his juftice
bear fuch impurity always without fome fignification of his difpleafure 2
‘Muft the great oncs of the world that break bisLaws, feel bis power,
and fhall fuch a defpicable wretch asthou go urpunifhed ? Remember,
what is faid of difobedience to the lawful commands of Magilflrates, holds

“here, Whofoecver refifteth, Mallreceive to himfelf d.mnation.

Thirdly, Take becd of megligence jidlenefs, carelefrefs. By this you rob your

. Mafter of what in honefly you thould and might have got for him; by this

you fecretly wafte your Mufter, and anfwer not that truft thatis put in
you, and is juftly expected from you 5 by this you give jult occalion of

- difpleafure to your Maiters by this you break your prémife made to

your Mafter, aad provoke Godhighly., Remember what a fentence

the wicked [lothful Servant muft thortly hear. : :
Fourthly, T ake beed of nicer eye. firvice. Is the eye of God nothing to

you ¢ and hiswarnings infignificant 2 Dothnothe in plain words for-

by, are very diligent, but wheobis backis turned, thenhow lazy, how

wanton, how cirelefs | Would you be ferved thus your felves, if.you
were Mafters 7 Doth God take no‘notice at all ? and if he do, how'do -
you think he hiketh fuch doings ¢ Isit a fmall macter to makelightof his .

prefence? andif it be fo, you Mall thortly find to your coft, ‘that his
S o ' eye

-

 bid this 2 O how'many fuch Servants be there, that when their Mafter is '
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eye wasmore than your Mafters upon you 3 and if;you will not beligve

his knowledge , obfervation and eye, bis band, fhall fhortly give.
you fuch a demonftration of both , as you, (hall not be able to
ﬂlghtv . - { . ’

Fifthly, Take heed J Lymg Bya l‘y,é y"ou‘ ({ﬁél): Gods knbwlgé‘g{é;# 5

you make one fault two; you make your feifan,enemy to bumine (oci--
Jety ¢ thatis a (in which is hateful to every honeft man, and abominable.

to the Lord ; the lyar fhall be fhut out of Heaven, and have his porti. p,ov.4. 1‘7,
onin that'Lake that burns for ever., I f{pare to {peak how it fpoils a Rev.21.8.

mans credit, and feeds jealoufies in, 3 Mafter, and maketh him fcarce.
believe you wheén you {peak trugh. O little do Servants think what fol-.
ly they are guilty of, by covering their faults withalye? Little do they
tKihk how dear that fin mult colt them either here by deep repentance, or
hereafter by intolerable torments.

Sixthly. T ake heed of purloining or imbezelling any part of your Mafters goods

for your own nfe.Meddle with nothing but what is yourown, & is allowed Tit, 210,

6.

you. Youwouldbe loth any one (hould call you a Thief; I pray then Luke 6. 6. ¢

take a care of that which will make you deferve fuch a name: do.not
confent to any thzt are in the lealt guilty in that kind 5 be not partners
with a Thief, and make not your felf an acceffary to anothers wicked-
ne(s, by concealing any unfaithfulnefs of that nature in your fellow-
fervants, after you have roundly warned them your fIf ; eat not of the
junkets that fenfuality, wantennefs and theft hath provided. .If you
would know what (uch doings tend to, ina word 1 may tell you, they.pam.
per Inft many times, endin uncleanne(s, amurder , prifon, a halter and if.thac
were all ic were not fo bad in comparifon, by this you wrong God, and
man, fear your confcience,and make way for a world of other fins , and
bring fpeedy and fure damnation, except a thorow repentance pre,
vent it. o

Seventhly, T ake heedof bad companions, bave no felowhip with the wn-
fraitful works of darkne(s, but rather reprove them, O how mary hopeful
youths are blafted by wicked company., Iam notignorant of the high
pretences of love that fuch may have, and what excufes they may palliate
their wickednefs with, but pleafe nose, to difpleafe Gods never count him
your friend, nor onethat will do you a kindnef: that would lead you to
fin, the devil, damnation.

Eightly, Take beed o{; difclo]ing yoxr Mq/?eﬂ[urét:: do net fpeak any
i

thing that may wound bis reputation ; mike no mention of his faules
without you are called to it lawfully, ard then not without deep regret
and trouble, upon the account of Gods honour and his foul. Some Ser-
vants make nothing of prating againft their Msiters and Miltrefles behind
their backs, little conlidering that this is alin that God will not overs
look : is this ingenuous ? is this like.to mend bim,and'do him any goode
‘can you defign Gods glory by it? how do you think your Mafter will

~likeit, if icfhould come tohis ears, this 1s neither plealing to God
nor man,

Yyy  Ninhly,

7
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Matths's.13.
1Pet,2.20,21.

10.

Dane3.18.

z'
1.

1 Tim. 6.1,
1 Pet.2.18.

Ninthly, Take heed of murmnring , difcontent, and repining : Some Ser-
vants are of fuch a temper, nothing will pleafe them, their food is not
dainty enough, their clothes not fine enough, and nothing contents
them, The truth of it is, if you be of this proud, peevifh, difcontented
humour ; let me tell you, take it how you will, the worft bit you eat,
is too good for you, your betters are thankful, and fruitful wich a great
deal courfer diet : 1f your food be wholfome and fufficient; your clo- -
thing warmand decent ; remember that you have reafon to blefs God ¢
Conlider well what you deferve, and how glad fome of your betters
would be of your leavings ; and fuppofe you be wronged, ufe lawful
means for your redrefs - blefled be God this City hath excellent lawes,
and an injured Servant may be heard and helped; but if that may not be,
and you be really injured, fuppofe youdo your duty, and can’t have a
good word, nay, inftead thereof, many a heavy curfe, many a caufelefs
blow: Suppofe you are beaten for that for which you fhould be com-
mended; remember that patiense, nay, thaskfulnefs , would much better
become yon then murmnring ; for if when you do well, and fuffer for it, ye take
st patiently, this is acceptable with God : for even hereunto were ye called , be-
eanfe Chrift alfo fuffered for us, leaving us an example that we [honld follow his
Steps. '

iaﬁly, Take heed of finning to pleafe your Mafler : 1f a Malter com-
mand ore thing, and God another,you need not be long a determining
which you fhould obey.” If your Mafler br Miftre(s thould be fo wick-
ed as to putyou upon finning, let Jofephs anfwer e yours , How fhall Ido this
grear wickedne[s, and fin againft God ? If your Malter put you upon telling
of lies, cheating, uling of falfe weights or meafures, breaking the Sab-
bath, or any thing that is clearly againft Gods honour, and your fouls,
you muft firlt with all the humility and mecknefs you can for your foul,
plead with him, urge the commandsof God, thefear that you are in
of difpleafing of him , and wounding your own confcience; and if
you can’t by fuch means pacifie him,tell him meekly of his danger in put-
ting you upon (in, and that come on it what will, you neither cannor
will obey him, ‘

I come now to lay down Servants duty pofitively,

Firlt; Homonr your Mafters 5 Labour to get and keep a true valuation
of them in your hearts : to this end ob/erve what is execellent in them, re-
member your relation to them, their care over yous let this put you
upon praying for them, and being affeGionately concerned for them -
lec your words be alwayes bumble, meek, and obliging ; let your bebaviosr
be with 4/l the refpect and fweetnefs you can. Remember what counfel the
Apofile gives you in this thing, Let as many [ervants as ave nnder the yoke,
count their own Mafters worthy of all kononr 5 be very loth te difpleafe them;
fear tooffend, leaft in fo doing you either offend God your: felf, or

~ caufe themtodoit. I hHave fometimes thought that the carriage of Naa-

2 Kings 5¢ 13.

mafls Servants towards their peevith and unreafonable Maffer, very well
worth others smitation ; The Text {aith, His Servants came neary and [poke

unyo bim, and [aid, my father, if the Prophet had bid thee do fome great thing

wonldeft
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wouldeft thow not have done it 2 how much raher then when he [aith, wafs and be
~clean ? love, fear, and honour your Mafter in fo doing you pleafe God
and them too. ' ; ' e
Secondly, Obey your Mafters fincerely, chearfully , univer(ally, and.cons 3,
Pantly, a5 long as you fhand in that relaion to thems : you muft do what you do
for your Mafters as you would do it for your felf: your Maflters con-
® cerns mult be looked upon as your own,  Yea, what(oever you do, you muft Col.3.224
do it heartily, a tothe Lord 5 out Of confcience and refpect to Gods eom-
mand and honour : a Aattering out-fide fervice without the beart, love,
and good will, is neither acceptable to God, or man.  Letyour obedience
alfo be chearful 5 go not about your work with an ill will, Chearfulnefs
would not be a litcle helpful to your felf; your work and time would
then feem nothing in comparifon s God loves a chearful giver, 4 chearful Eph 6.4,
worker, achzarful [nfferer : and I believe no Mifter but reckons himfelf
beteer ferved by him that goes chearfully and nimbly about his bufinefs ,
then one that doth obey bat with a fower difcontented look, and a heavy

. countenance. .

By this you can’t but win upog your Mafters, and even compel them .
tolove you, fpeak wellof you, and do well by you. Let your obedience
alfo be univerfal, that is, in all things that God gives you leave. It s
not for you to pick and cheofe, nor difpate and grumble.  Some Servants are Coli3.22;
for eafie, pleafant, and more honorable works , and here they may be
commanded s but if they be at any time fet about what liketh not their
proud, lazy, ungodly humour, they are ready to put it off upon another;
it may be to excufe it with alye; perhaps, like rebels, flatly to deny. o-
bedience. 1f a Mafter put him upon {tri&t obfervation of the Lords day,
upon learning his Catechifm, and minding his foul, then his bafe heart
beginneth to rife, as if his Mafter did undervalue him, when he puthim-
upon the fervice of God, asif hejudged it a liberty and priviledge to
ferve the Devil ; and as if it were an unfufferable injury to be command-
ed to efcape the wrath to come,and a drudgery to be call’d upon to look
diligently after the fecuring of holinefs and happinefs: Such as thefe
look as if they were ripe for hell, and would not be long before they
would come thither : O that none of you that hear and read thefe lines
may be found in this number : think_ nothing below you but fin : your difo-
bedience can’t be withont fin if your Mafter command not a fin. Lallly, let

- z?mhobedieme be conffant, ivmult begin and end with your relation to your
after.

Thirdly, Another duty of the Servant towards his Auffer, is faithful- 3,
sefs. Ingenuity calls for it: heis unworthy of truft that doth not an- Tit.2.1c,
fwerit. The Mafter repofeth much confidence in bis Servant, and that
fhould oblige him to the greateft fidelity. Youmultbe faithful in werd
and deed,  Speak well of your Mafter behind his back, and keep up his
reputation and credit 3 and if you can’c do that without falfnefs to God,
if you can fay no good by him, fay no barm, except lawfully call’d to

“jts and if youdo perceive your Muffers.carelefsnefs and wickedne(s makes
him go dewn the wind, and neglet his duty, it may be faithfulne/s in you
- Yyy 2  bambly
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bumbly to advife bim in fome fuch language asthis : Sir, 1 intreat you. give
me leave in 4 few words.to exprefs my true affetion, refpect, and faithfalne(s 1o
you, and for Gods [ake take 11 not wnkindly at the hands of your poor Servant ,
i 1acquaint you with that which I have with regret of bheart obferved too long in
Yo, many a good Cuftomer we loofe for want of ‘your prefence in the Shop , your
frequent ab[ence makes us have little to do, yonr credit (to my [orrow God knows
1 fpeak it) begins to grow mmch lower then st was wont to be, my Miftrefs takes
on beavily, we have bus few choice wares, and no cafls, and little credit so fetch
-more, and we can’s hold long at thisrates 1befeech yen Sir leave of your compa-
ny keeping and losk into your Books, and confider how things be: O bow loth am
110 [ce you o yowrs do otherwife then well ! Sir , 1 befecch you be not angry, - 1
come not t0 teach yos, but to intreat you, and humbly to defire your [ersons con.
fideration of what I fball further crave leave to [peak s Sir, 1befeech you forget
Hot ns yowr poor Servants, we want yonr be/p in your Familys yonr inftruétions,
your prayers, your holy example wonld be no (mall comfort to sz In thus doing I
“am perfwaded God wonld blefs you, your trade and credit might [oon be vecovered,
swe Jhould [erve you with joy, and ble[s God for you, and you and youys fare the
ibetser for ever. Now who butamad man, or incarnate Devil , could
choofe but relifh fuch fweer counfel as this, though from a Servanti -
Then you muft be faithful in your decds:give nothing away without your
‘Mufters leave 5 if you will be giving give what is your own, give where

sand when God commands you, aud fparenot : labour to preferve and

ZccheSe 253,
Tit. 20 10

4.

increafe your mafters eftate all.you can by good and lawiul means : For

- this is that whichis commanded by Chrift in the Parable, bath his graci-

ous approbation and plentiful reward, well done good and faithful Servant,
thon haft been faithfulin a little, enter thou intothe joy of thy Lord.

Your faithfulnefsmult be further exprefled by, indcavosring ail yon cax,
the good of yosr Mifters children: Yabour to inftill into them good princi-
ples, ircourage them in the learning cheir Books and Catechifme, and
obedience to their Parents, do whatyoucan to prejudice them againft

"{in, and by ycur fweet exsmples to be in love with God and godlinefs

betimes. 1 might adde alfo, it is no (mall expreflion of faithfulnefs to
do all the good you can for your felow Servasts ; give them good counfel ,
pray for them, help themall you may, and carry it fo before them, that
they may ealily difcern an excellencyin you, and that youhavea loving
delign upon them, and mean no moreharm by ali you fpeak or do, but
Gods glory, your Multers profit, and comfort, and their fouls fal-
vation.

Fourthly, Be very diligent in your Mafters bufine(s difpatch what he
fets you zbout with what fpeed and expedition you ean. A flothful fer-
vantis a wicked fervant : by idlenefs and carelefsnefs you may do your
Mifter more wrong in aday then youmay make upina twelve-moneth,
Belides, you muft remember your ftrength and time is your Mafters,and
all of it mult be improved for him, except fo much as God calls for, or

your Maiter giveth you, , By
I come now.t0 exhors Servangs to the performance of € hefe duties,and that

* Tmay. it poffible, prevail, 1ihall lay before them a few matives to inforce
this duty. o

COHH:
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Confider if you do confcientioufly perform the forementioned duties, 1:
you will bring no little honour vo your grear Mafter which 15 in beaven 5 "you will
Jhow the power of his precepts, the be ey and excellency of his laws , and
make Religion to be thought well of : by this you will leave a ftrange con-
“vi&ion of the worth of Grace upon the confcience of your Mafter,
Whereas if you(hould be faulty in any of the fore-mentioned particu-
lars, if youmakeany kind of profeflion, itistento one, if God and
Religion do not prefently fuffer for your faulc, Is this your Sainfhip?and
it may be all the people of Godmay be railed at and wounded for your
fake : for Gods fake be faithful inthe performance of yourduty,and in
[o doing you will pre to filence thofe that may condemn you, and canfe them
toglorifie your Father which isin heaven.

Confult your own inteveft heve, it willbe more in your way, then you it may 3,
be at firft imagine. 1 might tell you what refpe and love it muflt needs
begetin the heart of your Malfters, and whenhe bath opportunity , he
cannot but fpeak well of you: it will bring you in a more conliderable
revenue of peace and content; by this you difcharge your duty, and
your confcience may have peacein it ; youdraw otherseyes and love,
and make youa lafling interelt, whichin time may (ignifie more then
at prefent you are aware of,

Conlider your time 7s but foort,  Suppofe.you fuffer alittle hardlhip,Se- 3,
ven years will not laft alwayes : yetalittle while and you muft bave yeour
liberty, and then you and your Mafter may be Companions, Methinks
the thoughts of your time being out fhould mske you the more patient
and faithtul ; remember that the longeff timeis but fort, and ere long it
muft be furled together, and then it will be nothing, who is Mafter , and
#ho is Servant, but who is faithful,

Confider that reafon, honefty, and ingenuity do all call wpon youto be faith. 4.
ful, and perform your duty. Why (hould your Maiter give you meat , .
drink, clothing, wages, or a calling for nothing ? doth not honefty a.d
common juftice require that there fhould be fome proportion between
what he gives you, and youhim ? did you not promife and ingage to
be a faithtul Servant > do not your Indentures bind you toit 2 doth not
ingenuity oblige you to be faithful to him, who hath been ready to take
care of youin licknefsand inhealth, and to tender you next a child.

1 might add, thecommand of Godreganiresit ; but becaufe I hinted thatin
the beginning, I fhall not here repeatit.

Conflider bow great.a reward you frall bave inthe other world , your labonr g,
Jball wot be invainin the Lord , there fhall be a fure reward to the righte-
ous Suppofe your Mafter give you not thatincouragement that your
fidelity dothdeferve, yet-be not difheartned, you have a Mafter who
is more ready to take motice of a listle good in you, thenagreat deal of bad,

‘X mean the great God. Therefore be of good chear, knowing that of the Col.3.24»
Lord ye fball recive the reward of the inberitance 5 for ye [erve the Lord Chrift,
Yet alitsle white, and he will right the wronged, recompesce the diligent, re-
ward the faithful, You (hallere long know you ferved a Mafter that was
moft kind, gencrous,and noble, Shortly you hall #o: be called Serwgr:,

_ e o
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but Friends, not Friesds only, but children, not children only, but beirs, joint-

cheirs with the Lord Jefus : eye hath not feen | nor ear heard, neitber bath it
_entered into the beart of man to conceive what wages our great Mafter will give

to all that make it their bufine(s vo have alwayes aconfcience void of offence
towards God and towards man, and that do faithfully fill up their relation to
their earthly and heavenly Mafter with duty.

Conlider the danger of not performing of your duty as a4 Servani 5 by this
you declare clearly that you have no true grace in your hearts: As 1 faid

-in the beginning, 1 fay-again, he that is not relatively good, is not real-

ly goods a bad Servant is never 4 good Chriftian : by this you give us jult

.reafon to fear that you are Servants of the Devil. I fpare to fpeak of

your reputation, forIam ready to think, that if all other arguments
and motives hive loft their cogencie, that can’t have much power : know

this, if youbewor faithful to your Mafter, God will judge you as unfaith-

ful to bimfelf, and wo be to that Servant whom God himfelf Mhall call wicked
“and flothful, what follows; but take him, bind him hand and foot | and caft
bim into onter darkme[s , there fhall be weeping , and wailing, and grafbing
of teeth,

And now Sirs, What will you do ¢ Are you refolved for your duty

_ orno? Havel been all this while beating the air ? Have I not fhow-

ed you what the Lord your God requireth of you? Have I defired any
thing of you but whatI have given you Scripture-warrant for, and is
Scripture nothing with you? Can you prove thatI am miftaken, and
lay beavier burdens than God lays upon you, why then be at the trou-
ble to turn to the Scriptures you fee quoted in the Margent ? I dare not
charge any thing upon you but what I have received of the Lord, and
are you angry with Gods commands ? Dare you impeach your Maker
of unjufltice # What harm is there in any thing that he enjoyns you?-
Could you mend-his Laws, and make them better > Which of bis pro-
hibitiors can you find fault with? Are you difpleafed that God forbids
pride and arrogance 2 Would you indeed have leave to be like the De- -
vil 2 Do you defire liberty to damn your felf, and bring confufion in=
to the houfe where you dwell # What a fweet world (hould we have if
every proud fool might have bis will # What fhould Mafters do with
Servants.if their commands fhould bave no power upon them ? Who but
a mad man will judge idlenefs, carelefnefs and prodigality, commen-
dable qualities ina Servant ? Isit fo unreafonable a thing for a Mafter
to expect fomething.to bedone when his back is tyrned, aswell as when
he is prefent ? What commerce could be carried on between man and
man without truth? Are you defirous that God fhould give you leave
to lie, ard are you'willing to have it known that you are of this mind ?
Is it a flavery to have your hands tied from picking and ftealing?
‘Would you havealicenfeto fteal, and a badge of your priviledge that
every one might read ? Are wicked profligate wretches the beft compa-
nions? Can youdefire their company in the other world ? Is back-bi. .
ting threatned by God in his Word, and fhall 1t be excufed in. you ?
How would you like one that ‘were alwaies grumbling, and never con-

teng



Serm. 18, Dr)tg'é.r of Majkr:;md.Serwr'm.:- | R 399,

L

tent nor pleafed ? Is this temper hateful in another, and lovely in you ?
Ts there any wrong done you, when God bids you have a care of ha-
zarding your foul to get your Mafter a groat? which of all the Cautions
that T have given youn, are really prejudicial to your true credit, plea- gp gerus,
fure, or profit > Well, { perccive you have nothing, nay I am fure \
you can have nothing jultly to object againft them ? And dare you now
venture ftill to be proud, difobedient, idle? Do Sinners venture
on ttill, in fpight of Mafter, Minifter, and the divine probibitions,
but be it upon thy peril, for as fure as God lives he will call you to
judgment. Will half an hours junketting make amends for thelofs of a
foul for ever 2 What is there in all the duties that are commanded that.
you have any thing to obje& againft ? Are you troubled that your Ma-.
fter muft be honoured ? Should we not have fweet doings if Mafters and
Servants were fellows ? 1f you your felf fhould ever live to be a Mafter,
tell me plainly how fhould you like it to be flighted by your Servant 2-
Is Obedience a word you miflike # What is a Servant-good for without 0-
bedience # What ishe but a burden to the earth, worfe then the dung it
felf ? Are faithfulnefs and diligence difplealing to you? AndI pray,
who is pleafed with unfaithfulnefs and idlenefs, but &icked ones, fools,.
and the Devil 2 And are fuch as thefe to be pleafed rather than God,
Parents, Mafters 2 Well oncemore, Whathave youto fay againit your
duty, why it may not be practifed fpeedily ? Have you weightier Ar~
guments againft it, than 1 have for it ? Come, produce your ftrong
rezfon, and fhew your felf aman, * Are the precepts of the mighty God.
nothing ? Are hisinjuncions of no validity atall ? Are younot atall.
concerned for his honour ? Is the gratifying a curfed luft a matter of
greater importance and neceffity than Gods glory ? So little he will
take care of hirfelf, and raife him honour out of your fhame and ru-.
ine, if youregard not God ? Have you no refpect to your felf 2 Wilk
your peace, reputationand profit, prevail nothing with you? Is the
quiet of the Family, the glory of aCity, the profperity and fafety of
aKingdom, af{mall matter with you ? Why all this feems in fome mea- -
fure wrapped up in Servants fidelity. Have the promifes and rewards.
of the great Mafter little efficacy 2 Is Heaven, gloryand eternal happi-
nefs, worthnothing? The truth of it is, if all this be nothing, I know.
not what is fomething, But what do you think of judgment, wrath,
and Hell ? If the former Motives {ignifie little, doth this fo too ? Them
I muft confefs I know not what to add more 5 but you muft take your;
courfe, and take what follows : but know this, that you were warned,, -
and counfel’d, and pleaded with, till you had nothing to fay, or if
you had, I am fure nothing to purpofe, and that fhortly you will be
filenced. But'God forbid that all Servants fheuld be of this mind,
fome, yeamany, I hope better of, though I thus{peak-; but the gene-
ral complaint that founds in our ears, make us judge fuch reafoningsas -
thefe notaltogether needlefs. And now for the fakes of fome that L~
hope refolve for duty, 1 fhalladda Helpor two for the performanceof
their duty, and fo 1 thall conclude, =~~~ T

: ‘ - ' i Firlk,
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Firft, If you would be good Sertmnﬁ, labour to be Chrifts Freemen.

xCor.7.z.z, Caft off thefervice of Satan, and be no longer commanded by him :

Rom.6. 18,

Epi&tetus.

Mif.8.9c

remember how cruel, how falfe, how unreafonable a Mafter he is;
confider what can he pay his Servants in at laft ; and know °tis impofii.
ble to ferve two contrary Mafters at once. Be not fervants to your
lufts 5 caft them off as things that will not profit, and inftead thereof
yidld yonr [elvestothe Lord, and ferve him with all yowr might 3 and fo be ho-
ly as he is holy, in all manuer of cowver(ation, and the grace of God will teach
you to deny ungodline(s and worldly lufts, and tolive holily, rightconfly and fobey-
lyin this prefent world ; that will teach you to reverence, obey, to be
faithful and diligent to your earthly Maflter, as knowing your labours frall
not be invaininthe Lord, If the fear of God be but in your hearts, . it
will teach you wifdom, make you hate'every evil way, and to do that
which is honeft and jult to your Mafter. A good Chriftian can’t be a bad
Servant,

Secondly, Be not 4 franger to the Bible. 'When others are foolifhly
i'éuandring away their tune, do you folace your felf withthe Word of

od 5 let thatbe much read by you, and labour tolie under the power-
ful impreiiion of the prohibitions, precepts, promifes, threatnings and
examples that are there, and then you can’tdo amifs. Iremember it
was the advice of an cxcellent Moralift, that we fhould oft in osr ations
think, what Socrates, Zexo, Plato, or fome wife Philofopher, would do in
fuch a cafe. 1had ratier you woul. think oft, what would fuch a one
as Eliezer the Servant of Aérabam do in fuch a cafe ; read how he carri.
ed himiclf, bow naturally he was concerned for his Mafters intereft,
bow diligently, faithfully and prudently he goesto work, how impor-
tunately he addreffes himfelf to God, and how heartily he prays for
profperity and fuccefs in his Mafters bufinefs, how much bhe advanceth
his Mafters credit, and how naturally concerned for his Mafters Son,
and with whatintegrity and expedition he difpatcheth his bufinefs; go
youand do likewife, The example of Jofeph and Obadiah, who were good
10 bad bonfes, are well worth your confideration : 1 might add the example of
the Centurions Servant, whom bis Mafter giveth this chara&er of, Thar
he was as ready to obey as he was to command. 1 (hall add an example or two
more, though you find them not in the Scripture, yet they are accord-
ing to the Scripture ; one of them I knew well : A certain Servant that
its probable was converted by the Father, was fo faithful, diligent, live-
ly, full of fpiritual difcourfe and importynate prayers for the children
and family, that it proved a means of the converfion of fome of them ;
here’s a fervant worth gold! Another Servant I knew good for Earth
and Heaventoo , thatafter other indeavours upon a fellow Servant,
fpent fome timeat midnight to pray for him, and being very importu-
nate, the voice was heard into the next Chamber,where he lay,at which,
out of curiofity he rofeinhis fhirt to liften, and heard one pray for
him, by which prayer he was converted. Study therefore the Scrip-
tures, and prefeat the examples you find there to your imitatie
en, ;
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Thirdly, Get a4 ffrong love to your Mafter, Love will put yonuponany 3.
work 3 love will fet head, hand and feet a working, and tongue a go-
ings lovemakes heavy thingslight, hard things ealic 3 loveis a mighty
Engine, it cando any thing; love willmake you forget length of time.

In a word, love is like to make one faithful, obedient and dili-

ent.

Fourthly, Bebumble, meek, andpatient, 'The humble man thinks notbx’ng 4.
below him which is his duty , and if to do his duty be to be vile, he-will yet Mat.18.4
be viler fill. The humble,God will guide, exalt and fave, Humility t Pet.1.19.
difpleafeth none but the Devil,

Fifthly, Be much in good company, and hearken to their advice. Be con- 3
ftant in prayer, and begof God to makeyou faithful, and be confcien-
tious in your attendance upon a powerful faichful Miniftry. In a word,
live muchin the thought of your great account, and in thusdoing, I
quefiion not but you will find grace to be faithful to God and man,
and be accepted of your Mafter here, and rewarded by God hereaf-
ter.

Thus [ have according tomy poor ability, fer the duty of Maffers and
Servants beforethem. O that there were a general refolution in both
to put thefe duties into pracice ! O then what a blefled reformation
fhould we foon have ! How foon would our great troubles ceafe | How
foon would our complaints be {ilenced, and our forrows be turned into
joy? O thatall forts and degrees of men would but reform one, and
fill up their particular places and relations with duty | Then O what
Lappy times, what happy daies fhould we yet enjoy | Chriftians, let’s
joynin our prayers and utmoft endeavours for the promoting this glo-

;ious work, and then our God would blefsus, and we fhould blefs him
or ever.
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