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My Belovcd Hlaanks,g

A

Efpcc:zlly P

RO

Thofe of the Younger fort;:».j E
Grace and Pcacc. e

Men,Brethrcn and Fathers, o

ZpIxese Q D - that wade jm ﬁul: P
o< - ﬁt: a very high valne wpom

% @R them s and Chrift that bonght
DG thew .. tboagb shey coft. his
S Ee beart-blood thonght ~ them
wrtb lm pxmbdﬁ “and this eternal glory
or mfery 1that . prepcrcd for fouls fheiks
them not t0 be imconfiderable.  Upor this
account it's impolfsble that. you ond I franid
; :g{' to0 mxcb diligence in tbc Jecwring thefz
N Az . foulss




fols 5 for this canfe the Mmﬁ:r: of Chriff

€ lwer 004 prifons, ;ﬂwent.amiw
g”‘ %f ]5 W}IM émy tar b wﬂrummtal
aving Jof ﬁvgf{, wawd delivering them
mﬁttb ¥ eome ¥ v Thiss I hopevis |
tbe grmmd that I am carrying om in this:
- enfuing Difcourfe : This may j’peak when I,
may not, when I icannot. I ;zngt give
" many reaﬁm ) pearmg in przz:t.
1wy delhit, ..Mrl of 4y j |
~#p, that by reafon of the ﬁiltlﬂtﬂde mdd
“only fée, bt nothtar... I might [pesk of
‘the want of time to deliver the fonrth Pars
gf: sohee " ir. Lere prifented 1o pap. Kistight
-tell you of ‘the imporiunity of _fome of the
young men pbaE" anld gladly swrvite " after
this Coppy : But I wuf? profefs all this wonld
bave [ignified Jittle with me 5 did 1 net find.
" by that account which ﬁme ghve' of the work,
of grace wpor: skeir thedrtsy' thas ‘the Lotd
buth -owned . my \poor. papers formerl}
Awpoig: others.. shat poorpenstent Murthercr,
Thotyas \Savagg 5 - which . makes me m:t;
owithous . bope thas the famse spirit ‘which
 deeathed life dnto my. other Writings 5 may
" pleaft lfo to grve a bleffing 10 thefe. . F-will
 not ‘Pand wow - to anficr . the. Objedions
‘#hat nay be wuade . againfl she Publivation
of this: scpmm 'y awgr <awes . with - tb;i
R -’,(__““’

. . ,
S - P |



’ - . To theReader. .
s #  impolfible thas it [hould be fub-. .
frviemt 20 the. [(afvation -of a [oml, and
’tber ore I think the coft' amfwerable. I
\wuft confefS, had it not beem for & mecef
| Jary Cantion. or two, I fhonld bave eafed yow
| of 3he trouble of reading, and my [elf of
; writing this Epiftle. The -firft s shis; Be
mt- offended if yow find in the Yewng
 Mans Evidences fome expreffions 1hat may
fund fomewhas barfb, and fome tawtologies 5
remensber ‘that they are word for word from
bis.omar: papers, as- be wrote them bhaflily =
smfider: alfo thas he wes but yowng, anda -
 Joragnt ‘to0s fo that it feems almoft incre-
P dible: that .one that bad fo much bufinef,
fouid be able to redeem Jo wuch tiske as to-
do what be did of this matwre. Secondly,
- Lwonld it might be a little confidered
- Wat o hurey I woas in when this task was
lid upor me, and bow listle time to pernfs
% own Coppys I beg yow therefore vam-
didly 1o ouer-look many miftakes.. As for

Jou, my dear friends, I [wppofe a parden -

- ®eafily gramted. - As for others, fcorw nog

holinefs, comtemn nos the future bleffed. -

- Mf. and make ﬁnje‘ of bapﬁ:’ne zlfn’tbe life
0-come 5 and them I can eaflly bear your.
 Jighting of .me. Toung Men, 1 may be bold

with yom 5 I charge yow as_yow walne.
SRR N ‘43 - 3he



.10 tne neadact.

Al

'iloé._“co@ﬁfn of _another Ife 'ﬁrget,' e

sohat an cexcellent - engmple this precioms
- Brotbér of yowrsigave “you. Read this em-
JuingDifconrfe with ﬂrﬁo@eﬁ s and lof

gur X

it ¢ read. agvin Yy

6i. Brethrem,

on are my Jap' and Groww; - and if gyow
- fﬂ‘md fkﬁ, g l?w . O make mot my bof =
img-vrid |, How. can I bear to think thet
- apy-of yuu fbowld, perifh 2, . Fer"Gods fake, |
end for yowr: fouls. fake , fallfe that “Pror

werd, A Youug-Saint, and an ©Old Deval.

Bréibren, my hearts difire is, - that I may
Jeb.gon all with that _blefed Sains- 4 the i

right'. band  of  Chrif}. . Rewembers. ypur

fondy vun apace, and you are b ing “inte

Bterwity... Ovmeake fure. of #hat Which f’” :

famd you in-fome tead wbm,'goj.? A b
fecure fomembat \..tla live 'C‘Qmﬁﬁ?yb‘y-\q

ke ftrong 5 quit. Jou Ii? ' men. Remember,
Chrift ., Heaven amd

ry are before yok.
" it “mat fhill till. yow -are fafe iw. the bofoms

1

|
i

i anjotber. morld 1. Jet youx lives befpeak |

yow. perfons._refolvéd for Chrift; and Heanen “
impas amy terms. . Let gour koyns be.alwajes
girs, and gowr Lamps be byrwing. Watch.ye,

J
1
|

of Chriff. ' Confider thus .many-fet out fair. .
and. look_as if they were bound for Ligu, and

" et fowwder.in the way.. I [ay again, make

Jures Sirs, 1 exped ere. long to paff apoz:
S R Ftermity;
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- - 'To the Reader.

Bernity 5 let me beg of you as you hope for

\owr good meeting in " another world, that

lyon mmake Religion your bufiwefS, -and. la-

bowr 20 get every. day mearer Heavem.:- En-
deavonr nos only to beé Chriftims, by f3+

lid, experienced, and exémplary Chrifiinns 3,

‘that fo you may prove the glory ' of ponr
generation, the credit of Religion, and the
Jo of gréy-keaded saints. Sirs, you are

- nw my bope s your love, zeal and unjow,
m;y comtfort 5 ge but on at this rate, .and yon

- are made far ever. Know this, now the
eyes ¥f the world will be upon you s nay,

- #hat which i more, the eye of God is upow
you, "8l will take notice how yow improve
fuch, & Providence 'as this. I befeech gou look
ab%ut,] nd let' the world underftand that
j ﬁtﬂ t mominal Chriftians, bt real

 Saints. Will duy of you find me forrom-

~ ing into the grave? “fball I lofe my bopes,
and_comforts, and ‘you your foul: 2 car you

- eafily forget what was the pradice of this

 Tonng Man? dp ja»r'emember" what was the
ufual fubjec of his difconrfe 2 did yoir vot

" obferve bow bolily, meekly and diligentiy be

. Jerved bis: great Mafter 2 is. there no weight

i a Crown .of -Glory?- i there wo defire-

< ablemefS in happinefc ¢ # it a [mall thing to

live in the Jociety of God, Saints and
- Angels <



- 1o the Reader. -

Ang d.f 2 Iam jmﬁvdded Jou 1 e
_tbmg: con{iderable Well then m'ffr
fons that long for P'ZJFW s mbich that . alliﬁ
of you may enjoy, ¥, and JBall be. the prayek
" of one tbat defires ?;at to count ks life dear,
Jo he may bus jt'm[ﬁ is corfe with Jo), mrd
“mees yon wtb umfort bereaﬂer, Co
o ames ancw)x N
‘]uly 28‘. B J : } y o l
.. 1669. Nesy e




Deatb Unﬂung P
’ A Funeral L |

SERMON
1'* RcV14

[tying unto me, write, bls[Jed are. -
the dead which dye in the Lord, -
~ from bence-fortb yea, [aith the
~ Spirit, that ‘they may r{ff from:-
. their ‘Laboury, and their W orkf,
do follow them, S

ety T is ¢ hone of the]eaft wnrks
S of a. Minifter of Chrift to
S dtfpauge fin, and incou-
" rage holinefs; to fet Life

¢ . and death before our Peo-
AR BeMd ple, and 1o prefent (as
mﬂch a m us llcs) Heaven and Hellto -
! , B o thcir-

l dd 1 beard 4 Voice from Hewei‘t; :




their view, and to perfwade them to a

wife and {peedy choice; that when thefe

* Houfes of Clay fhall be laid inthe duft,

they may be fecured of an Habitation,
not made with hands, ‘that is, Eternal
with God 'in the Heaveis. The Apoftle
in this Chapter ‘doth both, in the .io.
Verfe he tells us what a Draught is: pre-.
pared for the implacable Enemies of,

€hrift : they thall drink off the Wine of'

the wrath of God, which is poured out

without mixture, into the Cup of his -
Indignation, and they fall be tormen.

ted with Fire and Brimftone, in the
. prefence of the Holy Angels, and inthe
prefence of the Lamb.The wicked may
drink; roat, and fwagger, they may per-
fecute the, Members of Chrift, becaufe
they dare. not {o madly venture upon
the Eternal difglealute of God, as they
~ do, and fell their preious Souls for a
moments_joy, and make light of dam-

" pation : but Tet themknow, that for all

* thefe ‘things ‘God ‘Wil tbring " them to

Judgnients dhi'Eterisity of intolerable’ -

. forrowes mhuft ‘phy | for. their thort plea.
fures. And herice”it is the ferious
‘Chriftian; that makes it 'his bafinefs to
‘ayold this ‘drexdfal -nifery, ‘is: fatifs

fied,



C€3) |
fied ‘that he doth noe ad irrationally
od madly, if the fcorn and contempt
Ef the wicked World doth.pot frighten

hitn 5 apon this account he patiently {ub-

mits to any punithment, rather thanhe
will hazard the lofs of his Saul, and be
miferable for ever; that word for ever.
fticks much in his mind, let the witked
langh and be merry, let them pleafe

L

themfelves in his forrows, he knows 'tis -

but-a lictle while,and all will be mend- .
ed, and their minds changed 3 he is -
willing to ftay for his happinefs and -
Joyes, till be comes to another Worlds

and he doth not envy the wicked what.

they do.enjoy, let thein make the beft =

of it as long as they can, and boaft of:

their pleafures, whenthey fee themfelves
wrapt up inFlames : The unfeen. world,
which mofk forget,is always in the Saints

wyes end if he may. but live happily ,

here,: he. paffeth ot if hepun thorow '

eproaches, injuries, and a thoufand
Jeaths, to ‘that glorious and . endlefs

ife, Here is the teafon of the Saints -

atience, this makes him judge it.no |

olly to keep the Comimandements of

jod,and the faith of Jefus. Ia the 13..

'e':{é, ‘the’ . APO&]C c'ome's ".t_o fpeak a .

I



. Jea, faith the Spirit, that they way J§

( 4 ) - i
word of encouragement, not only t
the {uffering Saints of thar Age, bu
for the fupport of all that fhould be
honoured with fuch fervice, ‘as to fea|
the truths of Chrift with their blood,
And I beard a Voice from Heaven, [o-
ing unto me, write, blc(fed are the dead
which dyein the Lord from b nceforgs

rom their labours, and their works fol
low them. -In the words ymmay takc

. notice of two parts. G

‘1. A Propofition, '..w'h‘.'»"‘ ‘ "
- 2. The. (.onﬁrmataon of that Propo-]
fition, . - .
1. The Propoﬁuon 5 1in whnch wemay
obferve, * Do
- 1. “The Prcdlcate, bleﬂ'cd [‘
.. 2. The Subjéd, the dead. .
+ 3. The reftuction and- limjtation of‘h
- the Subject; which dye in the Lord.
C T, The Conﬁrmauon of thls Rropo-
fie non :
B They rcﬁ from theu' labours, ..
. 2. Their works follow them. . -~
3 The Perion affirming this, the Sp}
tlt, which is furcher cleared. -,
. 'By the manper ot this- Delaratlon
n y;as by a voxce from Henven- “

a} B



-t ( 5) : .
| 2. By the fpecification of the Perfon
whom it Wwas fpoken;fayiog,unto me.

'nation, Write.

4

‘tice of from thefe words, is this. v
_Do&, Tharwhatever miferies a Saint

1 3. By the particular note of Obfer- .

'The Doétrine which I fhall- take no-

‘Wdhall be happy; or in the words of -

; y meet wich in this Life,:at Death .
 Text, That they are bleffed which -

dfe in the Lord. In -thes Profecution
of this Obfeérvations I fhall; .

1 Enquire -what ‘it is to dye in the -

Lod,

" 'a.Uthall prové that fuch age bleffed. . -

+ 3. T'fhall fhew wherein, their happi-
®ls doth confeft, - -~ .. . :
4 L'fhall make fome Application. .
. L I fhall'enquire; what:it, is to dye
‘mtk'el.brd; S T :
1. Neg, They. which make iit itheir bu-
frefs 20 do what they can ugainft God,
while they live, are mot like ta be blef:
[td when they dye: They which live like
Devils, are got like to-dye like Saints :
Are there not a Generation inx the World
who a&t for. the Devil with.all their
might;and eopnt all that tirteloft, which

-

snot {pent. in his Tervice §.which make -

B3 S .

!



. - Le)y
" a-jeft of Damning, and are-as merr
within a ftep of thefe devouring flames
as if Hell and-a Tavern were alike? D«
they not carry themfelves, as if the
" could not'makée haft enongh to mifery
‘and make. fure enough of Dammation
How do they wound and ftab theiraw:
Souls,and let flye againft the Almighty:
How contemptible 'a thing is Heaven
*and how ridiculous is. the very name ¢
- Holinefs to them ? They are of thefam¢
 mind of thofe, which ‘Fob:fpeaks.of:
» - Fob.21. 14. They fay-unto God,depart
rom us; for we defive not the kmaw-
ledge of thy ways.! ‘And wha isthe
- Lord;that T thould hearken to hifm?&nd.
1 a compaffionate Minifter of  Chrift:
befeech' thiem with all .the tendérnefle
that he! canifor/ his  Squl, 'to i bethink;
‘themfelves ‘a little what thefe things
may end in at laf¥,and: to. sonfidet what
a dreadful ‘thing 1t istto fall intd the
hands of1a living ‘God'5: how are: bis
_perfwafions rejeed with coitempt, dnd.
his pitty rec@g;?cnfe& with: fcorg2. Aad:
- may I not fay of . moft wicked Mets they:
de flye in the Faces of them thacwendld
- ¢ell theimof thelr danger, and dio-yhat.
.. theygrcan tq deliver them from it *<And:



A N AN .

4 yet for all this how.well, are they con-
| tented with their ‘own, conditign, and
j l;mg.h ¥ .1 thcAgO.diY,, as if’ il“ were a .d‘an—
- gerous arrd mad thing te ftrive to go
310 Heaven, . and the truelt happinefs
~ to'be miferable for-ever 2 O.who would

imagive, that-agy living fhould be thus
' lamentably befatted ! Tell them ot Hell,

tis as much. as their life is werth 3 they

- bad rather hazard the fecling of it here- .

_ after,. than beay the hearing of it here.
They. fear a little difgrace among Men
~ mare than. the contempt of God : They
- choofe rather to: be voder:the. weight
- of. God’s: wrath, than the .leaft affront
- from:3 Man. Talk to them .of Glory,
Heaven; and a Kingdoem, they are light
and trivizl things with them 3 they had
wther chear of 2 -Whore,-a Tavern, or -
- Play:sangd yet thefe Monfters myft be
- Sainted, and-de more confideatly ¢x-
pett “a-blefled Eternity after a life of
witlednefs,chen fome of the dear Ghil-
dren.of God do gbug if. {uch-as thefe
gver.come to. Heivep withont Repesn-

i

tance, then the Word of Godds falfe: -

- Doth:not that {ay, That the wicked. fhall
be turved into Hell 2--- Trikulation and

-anguifb upon. cvery. one thas doth evil,

Cws U Ba  awd-

I

i



" and there is #o peace, [rith m  God t5

#he wicked. The Devil himfelf may
‘as ‘'well expet to fhake off’ his Chams,
‘and be reftored to his loft *Glory, as

they. O be nor deceived, as you- SOW
fo you muft Reap 5 do not hope that:

- you 'may do the Devilgwork, as long as

. ‘you can, and that then God fhould re-

‘ward you with Salvation: no fuch mat-
~tet :* You,may more rationally exped, .

- that God (hould for your fake pull the .
'Sun out of the Firmament, than that

“he fhould remove holinefs out of Hea. .

‘wen, and ‘biing Hell in its place. If,

. wickéd Men will pleafethemfelves with ;

.their owa Delufidns, and look for Glo-
“ry frill,they muft thapk themfelves,whcn ;
‘they feé how infinitely they are difap-

. "pointed’ ‘but 1 leave thefe as defpair-,

g to convinge them of their folly, till;

o ﬁxdgmcnt and Flames make them tow

-underftand -it.
2. Al that live upon :be goodmf: af
-Geod bere, are not like to be blcged af-y

" ger Death. There is a vaft di erence ;

LT
1IN

- *!B hxs love 5 Godagwes thxs World often-,

~."between common and fpecial mercies:,

many partake richly of God}s common |
bounty, that have not the leaft mtctcﬁm

umes

£

“‘:‘:ﬁ‘! '
S



\9)" B
times to his greateft Enemies,” he gives.
Glory in an other W 10 ‘none but
his Friends and Children: ¥y,let me

.fpeak it _freely (I am fure I have Chrift
and Scripture to warrant what I fay ).
~ That they which gain’ this World wit

their. neglett of Heaven, fhall at their
Death lofe both: Many receive tempo-
ral mercies, that fhall never erjoy Eter- -
nal. Feb 21. l? Luk. 16. 25. O how
~greatly are they miftaken, who think -

that Earl,Lord Knight,gc.are words of -

- anmy figmificancy after Death; that hope .
that their honours here will procure them_
any real refpet hereafter 5 that reckon.
Gold' and Silver will go currant in that
" Country ! Many that ‘would be counted
Perfons of fome depth and wifdome,
make a World of ftir about triftes, that -
drive a“great Trade for that which is
- pext to nothing,and that lay in no bet~ =~
ter Provifions, than. Gravel, Clay, or
Dung, when they.are bound for Eter-
nity 5 and yet how do they blefs them-
. felves, and fay I am rich, and increafed
in Goods, and have need of nothing:
. Soul take thine eafe, eat, drink, and be
: . merry? They think they make a very
. wife bargain, wheq they fell their Con- -
T o - {cience, .

7 , ¢

-0
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" fcience, 4;0d, and Heaven, for a little

of ithat whi me call Riches 5 . not
eonfideriffPrhit-a few Hours experience .

stiay. make them know, though it may
‘be, not cure- this midlake. . O that I
could but bring my hdaiers out of : this
Delafion! O that theWy.apprehenfions

- were but reflified, and- that they iight

. koow the real worth .of things:and Per-.

fons !' O that [ could. but bring down

-, the price of fublunary things, and raife
" the things of.that other World to’ their
trueiworth! Confider that that helinefs,

* .as meanly as you think of it,}is the mofl
excellent thing s that that is the greatalt.
“Riches,and Man% higheft digaity : God .

. koows no difference’ between a Lord,

- and a Beggar, a Prince and a Subjed;

- .Heis no refpeder-of Pet{ons. / It there

“be any différence, it lies here, that. God

" hath more wrath in {tore for them<hat ™

v . had greater ingagements,and betger ad-
* waptages to ferve him. thap othep had.

L pitty the: poor: Lords:of. the:Werld{

~ and Lam eonfident, he that knows the-

- . worth of Chrift, and the nature af hig

- - own Souly can’c much envy therhs they -
-+ fwell like Bladders upon Watdr fora’

- Mottient, . and God blowes, and ivhere

~e ﬁ"“'“ .
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are they ? Now indeed they reckop -
themfelves very fecure,and their houfes
are free from fesr, seither is the Rod -
of God.upon them,they take the Tim-
brel,4nd Harp,and rejoyce at the found
of the Organ. Job 21. They think them
"Fools thar can fpare; theirRiches, and
want their greatnefs, -fo they may but
have,apn eftate in invifibles, and {ecure
an Inheritance that will laft for-ever ;
Thefe aré the Menthat hate feriou{ne(s ¢
and holinefs, which is the beauty of
. Earth and Heaven too, is undervalued"
. by them: And how can they expec fan.
. Gty fhoukd be delightful to them here-
after; when it is-abhorred now:?’ haw
cap they: look, for Heaven when they

 dye, when they thought it not worth

| ~ their minding while they lived? No,no,
wverily,they have their reward,they have

pow thejr'good thipgs, and much good .

may they do them... O let me. rather
gain Chrift at Deach, though I loofe ali
‘hefides;.than:paflefs Ten Worlds herg,
‘and after Al lofe wy Soul. Could the -
mighty-onés-of the World, have but
:enc. Hours' difeourfe with one of their
Brethrendn Hell, 1 believe their Judg-
‘minty.wowd ‘be hagely alteréd, t;nd ‘
o f 4:5 . - . e'

!
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they would foon tell them that Rxcbes
and Honours, and whatfoever elfe moft .
-Men do purfue, let it be what it will
below Chrift, will yield them but little.
_ happinefs and comfort in another world. -
-Riches profiv not in the Day of wrath ;
Do but read, Lwk.16.19,25. [ am the
larger, that i putlible, T might prevent

- "mnﬁakes, in matters of Eternal confe- .

uence.

* Thirdly, There are ‘Iboxfcnd: that
, [cem to have a far better title to this
bleflednefs, that will fall’ fhors. o{ezt.
‘and they are Profeffors, that call ¢

felves by the Name of the Lord. Not
all that are ‘called; yea, and eftcemed
‘Chrifiians, are like to have any .great
 tbenefit by Death. To be Chriftned, and

© .to be'Chriflians are two things: pot.e

'very one that ‘weareth Chrift’s Livery
- fhall have his Wages. O how many
“Millions are’ there- that have o better
~_(hetter, than 2 meer Nameté themfelves,
from ‘the wrath of God1 Is it:not more
‘than poffible to hear, read, pray, and
10 be efteemed a Saint, and yet'to' mif-
"carry evcrlaﬁmgly ? How many feeming

o ‘Saints fhall gain nothing at Deach, but

x thorow knowledge of theu' ovmfolly >
: - And



o (13)
And if to know what God's anger is,
be an advantage, when there is no efca- -
ping of it; and if to have their hearts
wounded, when _there is no Cure to be
* had, be any profit; and if to be quite .-
freed of Confcience fearching Minifters
be:a happinefs when they are out of the
‘reach of their hel, or pitty 3 then. fuch
may be efteemed blefled : but if all
this will but make the Flame hotter,
then I leave any ferious Peifon to judg,

~ -whether. it ‘doth not concern Men and

Women to look, after better fecurity,y:. -
than this amounts to.. .Did you ever
well ftudy, Af4t. 7. 21 ¢ 1 hepe you:
will believe Chrift, though you will not
mes5 redd that Scripture,and what faith
Chrift ? "O ¢onfider ferioufly, that to be-
an Meir of Glory is: no {uch light ma¢- . -
“ter, as moft judge if-to be. To_ be born.
to a €rown, and :a Kingdome, and to
have a good tite toit, is a dignity in-
~deed 5 but a Mad-ihan in Chaingand.
~ Rags, may; fay he is'a King, ora Loid,
Q- pleafe not your felves with fanfies.
Sicknefs .and Death is coming,and rhen
you will know better,wh&her I-had not

- fome. reafon to be earneft With you in

L

this magter.. I am. moft afraid of the
. . "_,'\’“ con'

s



Ly T

- confident Pharifee,that trufts in his poor

forry Prayers, and his own righteouf-

nefs 3O that I'could but fhake hich and

his hopes, before Death and Judgment
doth it; © that I conld but perfwade
him to maintain a jeiloufie over him-

felf, and to fearch and try his Heart,
and co bring: himfelf to the ‘Touch-

flone, and not to be fatisfied, till he
 findés that he hath got more than ever-

" any” Hypocrite yet had, or can have. .

The beft of God’s Children are moft
" fufpicious of themfelves, and afraid of”
their own deceitful hearts. Do bat fee:
how Diwjd' carrietlt i, in .Pfal. 139,
What is'his great vequeft, that he mult.
‘have granted, or he ‘cin’t: be. {atisfied 5
-Is it pot -that God! would deliver him-
'from-mi(takes in matters of - everlifling:

confequence ? fo Pfal. 119.80. Pardom;

this tedicufnels upon thefe things; if-
' moft ‘of the Profeffors of .the:World,

- did not fplit uponthefe Rocks, T thould . -

pafs thefe things' over with filepce. -
. --Fourthly,: 4ll that dye quistly; are:
ot bappy after Death. I¢s no unufaal -

~ thing tof‘the wicked to camry their falfe-
peace with them to'the Grave, { have:

heatd iddmdﬁxan’ poor People boafk:

t



‘ing of their deceafed Friends,and plea-
fing themfelves, to think how happy
they were, Becanfe they dyed like Lambs.:
(to ufe their own expreflion) Alas,alas,
how many thoufands are there that dye
‘like Lambs, that are' but Swine, and
have the Devil’s Brand upon their Fore-
heads! It’s dangerous arguing from pec:
‘ples - carriage upon a Death-bed, swhao
their . {tate  is in another World 5. foch
iithe hardnefs of Mens hearts, fo dread~
ful the fearednefs of their Confciences,’
‘and {o great the {ubtilty of Satan; that
many arg carried very quietly. to Hell,:

and fear pothing till theyfeel; and el

not brought to their fenfes,till unlpeak-:
ible horror and anguith doth its And
on: the other ‘fide, "how’ many.of tha -
precipus Sons of Zipm have fet in.ai,
Chud ? how many of the dear Children:
of God may go.out of the Warld tho
row a'painful Death.? are nopthéirin:
telletuals fometimes impaired, .. theirs ’
teafon Clouded,and their Bodyes upon'
the Rack? and yeét in‘a moment they:
fecl themfelves {wallowed up:of that-
Glory, and the doleful antecedents of
their happine(s did but make thetr refk>
more fweet, and weélcomey :and. put an; -
s T ’ accent
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accent upon their blifs, The trath of

it is, it hath not a little puzled fome,
-~ as well as Dgvid, to conftrue God’s
. difpenfations, to fee the wicked dye
quietly, Pfel. 73. 4: and the godly to
-havea ftrange Death; but God will fhort-

~ ly refolve this Riddle: and I think it were
- Bo very difficule thing for a fetious up
derftanding Man, to give him(elf cos-
fiderable (atisfation in this bufinef:.May
not the wicked dye quietly, becaufe his:
Confcience is quite [eared, and he may
perfwade himielf cthat he hath madean

- agreement with Deach.and Hell ?--may
~ he oot hope that there is no fuch place
as Hells or it cthere is, thac it is tolera-
ble? may he not make himfelt believe,
that the*Word ot God is not true;/d4nd |
- invifibles are all but fanGes? or that &ud -
is fo merciful,as that he will not damn
" him? and many fuch things-cthe Devil
belps his Setvants with, thac o his fer-
~wice may not be difparaged, and that
he may have the better advancage to
~, tempt others. I here is'much alfo in the
- marure of the Difeafe 5 aod it may. be
~ God ‘'may try his own Children with a
cute pains, and let ‘Sathan buffet them,
- to manifeft the excellency of bis Pm.vera
S S S . : - and
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and their Grace, to try others of his
Children, whether for all this they will
ferve him 35 and fome Perfons of admi-
rable attainments, and great experien-
ces, while in health, may have fome
confiderable Tryals upon a Death-bed;
that poor Chriftians (which were ready _
to fear, becapfe they had not their ene
joyments, that therefore they had no-
ting at all) might fee that great Saints .
have their Tryals; as well as they; bue .-
I hall be far briefer in other things. o
I come now to fhew you who thcg o
" ar€, that are bleffed at their Death,and
to give them a brief Defcription of thofe
which dye in the Lord. o L
Firft, They are [uch, who are made ,
thorowly to underftand, that they were |
(ometimes quite dead in [ins and tref-
psfes, shat they were' Aliens from the
Commen-wealth of Ifrackand Strangers
to the Covenant of Grace. = .
Secondly, They are Perfons which aré
convinced of that mifery of fuch a fate;
‘and made to know, that if they dye in
their fins,they muft be buried in Flames.
Thirdly, Dpou this they are out of
love with their ‘moff beloved [ins, and .
eount that which was their life, joy;, -
. ! €. . and '
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and pleafure, to be a very Death, mifd
ry,-and Hell, whereupon they fet themu
felves in good carneft againft fin, as thg
. greateft evil inthe World 5 they beliew
now,. That if. they live after the Flefd
they fball dye, but if throxgh the Spiriy
they mortific the deeds of she Flefb,they
Jhall live. Upon this accoynt, they ufe
" all the means that they cantq get their
corruptions weakned, an inward prin-
ciple,Divine Life: Now he begins.to ad
" them, which is as contrary to Sin,.as
Heaven to Hell, a Spirit of ingendity
reftrains them, How fhall they do this,
axd [is againff God ? They now fee fin
in its colours,as it is contrary to the beft
geod, ‘God ‘5 they cam fee its killing
sad damning Nature, in the Agonies
" and Sufferings of Chrift, and they feel
- the doleful effeGs of fin.in their Soul

- and Bodys both,and upon this account

. they can fay, whar have I to do with

"Vanity any more, Shall T (till bug chis
Serpent ? (hall [ ftill Sail with this Jomab
in my Veflel? and (hall I after all this
keep this Dalilah in my Bofom? No;

... but, O that I could hate it Ten Thou

fand ‘times. more than I do. There is an
- ‘comity raifed in the Soul againft lgg’h
bew o whi
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tich mnt be fatisfied, till it fee the
%ath of Sin; now thts is a Perfon
e is fit for Death, and Death, it will
“¥s you fhall hear afterwar&s) do him
’%Vorld“ of kindoe(s in fhewing blm
h Headsof all his Enemies.

. An other quality of this Per_ﬁm,
"hcﬁ 35 like to make fuch a blefed end,
‘tthis, be s.ome that & dead to the
3 Faith hath difcovered a better
Coontry to him, it ‘hath fpyed that new
Jerifalem, and thofe blefled Regions :
nd now the Soul thinks the World
icarce worthy of 2 ferious thought, or -~
look 3 ‘he takes himfelf to be a kind of .
Pnfoner here, ‘and “the, whele World
but 2 Dungeon, if compared with thatf
fate of liberty'and glorys he now joyns
vith David, and (2ys, Whom bave I in
Heivens bit thee,and there is nohe n an
Earth that'I can defire befide thee. T
s'the Man that is like to be a: gasm-‘
r by Death; he who contemns Earth,

ud 'makes Heaven his chozee, (hall ne. R

rer finde himfelf a'lofer, ;¢

5. Another property of tbe Jmts
vhich foull’be bleffed ai Death, s 1bis,

ie s ame, that Sakes cbr{/l far dife nd,
"‘?P""f'- T:m: was.indced, hg was of

C4 T
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an othersmind, fip was his delight, an
" nope. {o defplcable in his Eye,as Corift
but Gud, in free and rich grace, -hat
taken/away the Scales. from his Eyes
.and. healed hiin of his miferabie blind
ncfs, and let him fee fuch alovelinefsii

-7 the Lord Chrift, as that now he is abl

-"f to fay,none but Chn&,none but Chnﬁ

Tt

He is ¢ltogetber lowely. He is now quw
out of love with himfelf, neither hi
righteoufnefs, nor any(thing is lovelysow
but Chrift 3 and ‘will not that Soulbc
 bleffed, when it comes to have its de
fires accomph[hed> he that counts no
thing worth the having, except Chrift,

~+ and for Chrift. can’ be mlferablc,wher

he is lodged fafe in his imbraces,
' 6. He that makes it his bufinefs #

- lwe to Chrift, to bim to dye fhall b

- gan. God is often times better, but.ne

~ ver worfe than his word: And hath b

not made many promifes to them tha
dlllgemls feek him? Hath he not faic
that their labours fhall not be in vai
in the Lord? The Chriftian is rumiing
" and he (hall at laft obtain; the Prize;th

- Crown he ﬁghts for, he {hall have 5 feu

not-Chriftian, quit thy {ef -bravely,wi
it and wear it what though it be wrag
- g€|

1
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ved up Th Cyprefs? ‘its beauty (hall not .
be Vailed long. What' though Death
with his cold and dirty-hand fet it up-
on thy head? it will fit as neat, and as
Lft, as.an Almighty hand can make it.-

What theugh the Veffel be toft and

broke 3 - ir fhall come fafe with its:Rich '

lading, to the'defired~Harbuur. - €Con-

demn not, O you fpolith World; thefe .
fpkiedal Merchants, tilt'you know: whae -
thelr returns are, when ‘their burden is -

deliver’d 5 but imirate them, till ‘yon
can-fimnde a more gloridus Prize, than

Heaven, ‘a better happinefs than God :
can give, and a Kingdom that will lalt
longer, than Eternity: rfal63.8. rfal

5. 14.

iy w8 il Cf o
hit) to do, or fuffer any thing for -
Chrift, fball inberit this Gleffednefs. He

that 15 “weilling to dye for Chrift, fhall

live as long as Chrilt lives,in happinefy, .
wd reft: "tis not for nothing.that Paul .
nakes no' great matter of bonds, fcorns .

it threatnings, and triumphth in dan- .
ref's the finifling his courfe with joy .
nakes- all go down: fweetly, 45 20.24. °
The: Primitive Chriftians were no Sto-
cks; and yet with whac patience; gra-
e - €3 titude, .
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". titude, and joy, did they fuffer, wh:
- the malice, and wit of Men, aod Devi
. could infli&t ? and pow they enjoy th
. fruit of their labours, the falvation ¢
their Souls, and that is not all, but the
receive their Palms,Robes and Crown:
ye more peculiarbadges of God’s Charr
pions;s .Loe, thus fhall it be dome to th
Perfons, whom the Lord delighteth t
lumrj; This 'tis to be imprifoned,b:
- nithed, or dye for Chrift. Rejoyce, (
ye fuffering Saiots, and be exceeding
glad, for great is your reward in Hea

. ven! to you it is given, not only tobe

‘lieve, but alfo toruffers this Fire is bur

. to purifie, and to make you Veflel

more fit for your Mafters ufe, this dir’
. caftupon you,is but to fcewer and mak«
you more cleany this knocking,rubbing
~ and ‘hewing, is but to furbifh and po
Jifh you, that you may bé more ftatel
Pillars, in the Teénmple of your God
Fear not Men, nor Deyils: the greate

~hurt that they do you, i5 to fill you
* Sailes, and*to bring you more {peedil
-toyourPort. . . .
. 8. They which long for the eominy

- ’_iif,»cbrr:[i,' and their being with bim, the

can (ay, I have waited for thy falvi
A R ')

© e ‘ . .
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lioze3 0 God, now let thy Servant depart .
i peace: In a word,that can bear their .
ablepnce from Chrilt, only upon thofe
terms, that they may bring honour ro.
him tn this lite, and perfwade Souls to.

be in love with him, and may be ip- =

{trumental for the fetfing pp his King.
dom, (haking the Kingdom of Sathap,
and weakning the intere(t of Hell in.
the World. Thefe, O thefe are your
brave Souls, that are out of Gun-thot:.
Death can ngger: furprize themn, they.
ftand always wich their Loines girt,and

.their Lamps burning. And if the Bride-
groom fhould make the Mountains to.
quake, with the ratling of his Charri- "
os, and the Hills to tremble at the pre-

fence of his Majefty, and the Heavens

themfelves to (hrivel iato pothing, by .~

the glory.of. his coming, yetthéy, (O
blefTed Souls! y and they only would =
break forth into a Song of Triumph,.
and Eternal Hallelujahs; Who would:
not be a Sajnt? fure nome, but a mad-
man, or a fool: Do the World under-:
ftand what thefe things mean! Do they
indeed believe how much the higheft .
of them all, are below the meaneft, aod :
loweft Childe of God ? Thus I have:

. TCs - thown

s’

['ed
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. The fecond thing that [ propofed to
~ fpeak to,was to prove,that fuch’as thefe
are (in{pight of Hell) (hall be blefled 5
and becaufe in the fore-going.difcourfe,
~ this hath been touched upon, I fhall but

very briefly run over thefgythings.

Perfecutors have been hunting for their
ey, and hope to roaft what they have

thall enjoy s nay, when they (hall beg
,with tears for the bleffing, they fhn}l be

fruftrated, denyed, ‘curfed, and hear

fhown you who are the Subjeds of this
blefflednefs. T know 1 forget time, but ie
‘goes well may you. and I get.but thjs
‘bleffednefs {ecured, and {pemnd: a happy
~ Eternity. . -~ o

{/ Fitﬁ, God. faith, they fhall _§e4blcfé'd‘, :

" o Yiand therefore they, fhall 5 whenthe great
: /}r:.’;f“: . ‘

- got,and feed them{elves with the hopes
of the. content.and pleafure, that they-

that heart-rending reply, they have got-
ten the bleffing before you-came, *tis

" now too late, yea, and they (hall be
~ blefled. Might I not heap up a World
~ of promifes, the leaft of which clear

a Saints title to this blefled inheritance? -

© time would fail me,if I.fhould but read

T . one

-« - -
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one in Forty; what is the meaning of
that Ef. §7. 2. Phil. 1..21. 2 Gor. 5.1.

!3053.\7._ e L
' 2, They feel fomewhat of this happi--
nefs in this World, therefore they foall
" have it compleased in’another. How oft
do-the Saints -teel théir Souls tranfpor- -
. ted with the fenfe of divine pleafures?” -
How miny earnefts do'they receive of’
ithe’ purchafed pofieffions > How mauy .
warm refrefhing Raies of Divine Jove’
break in upon their. Soul, fo that they
would not exchange one Hours comfort
for all the joys that ever the wicked en-
| joyed, could they all be-united in one,
and their duration be Eternal? Have I
- not with much comfort feen {ome of”
* thofe triumphing Saints rejoycing,when
others would have mourned ? Have [
not heard them talk of their fweer ex-
. periences, the yery mention.of which,
1s mcre reviving to a fpiritual hearer,
than the highéft pleafures that the fen-
fualift is capable of. Sometimes in pray-
er their. fouls éven get into the bofom
of God, and the great God and Mah'
‘bave a blefied intescourfe,the Soul lets
out it felf to God,'and God lets out:
his love to the Soul. Sometimesina’
S ‘ medita-
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‘meditation the Heare is glowing, and
‘the Fire burns, and ere it 12 aware, itis
lifted ahove the World, yea, and a-

bove it felf too.: 'What elfe is this, but .

- the clear demonfisation of the reality

of invifibles ?  Can meer fancies thus

‘tranf{port: Men > Mutft they not believe
- their own experiences? ‘Can that joy,
* wyhichis the refylt of faith and love,and

comes s trom the promifess and that
in_a way of duty, and clofe walking

with God,. Can that be a  delufion?

Will the fpiris of truth witnels to-a lye?-

Will goodnefs it felf put a cheat upon
poor Creatures, and that in 2 matter

- of fuch vaft confequence, as Eternity? .

Can.we conceive, that he which. com-
mands us not to deceive our Neigh-

~ bouy, (hould deceive us? Shall any that .
" calls him{elf a Chriftian, entertain fuch
- blaf{phemous apprehenfions of the blef-

fed Feboveh ¢ Well then, if it be fo,
that Childcen of God love folid and
- unexpreflible joys, many times even gn
this fide Glory; Doth. net this then
prove, that hereafter they (hall be hap-
PY, and that beyond the spprehenfions
- of Men, and Tongue of Aagels> For
- the Saiot in his greateft dimenfions, fuls

lekt
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' “left enjoyments, and talleft {tature on
this fide the Grave, is but a Childe, a .
Dwarf, 2 Worm,in comparilon of what
' he will be, the next moment . after his
- diffolution: For the proof of this, you
- may. read over thefe, and other Scri-
ptures, Pfal. ¥6.11. Pfal. 42. 5., Luk, -
16.22. 2Car. 4:7. Revel. 13. 14- ‘
 themfelves, o witnefles of the Saints
bappine(s, and tbeir own mifery,  the
Saints wifdom,and their folly 2 what elfe
is the medning of Belaaw’s with? Why"
'~ [hpuld he be {0 defirous to dye the death
+ of the Saint, and tg have his latter end

- Tlike his, if he were not thorowly con-

vinced: of this, that holinefs were no
madnefs, piety no fancy, and religion
no delufion? What is ic thar makes
thofe, in Afat. 26. 8. to cry out fo im-
_portunately 3 Give us of your Oyl, for

our Lamps are gope out, [ am perfwa,

ded, that all the Reprobates in Hell,
_will ong Day juftific the .Children of
God: for thelr ferioufpefs, and wifh a
theufand times,that they had had their
fcornes, loffes, torments:; It 1s np unps’
fual thing for them, which have. tom -
with dying Perfons, tohgar. them cry-
: . o e ‘ - mg
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mg out with anguifh, when their time
fpent, and thetr {ands are run out,O
you are happy, O that 1 were butio the -
condition of the pooreft, and mifer-
ablcft Saint upon Earch, O that [ had
but prayed with fervency, heard with

ferioufoefs, and minded my Soul in "

good. earneft ! Happy are they thar have
not all their work 'to do in a’ dying
" Hour, O happy .are they that havefome -

Cordial to comfort them in a time of .

. fuch diftrefs, O, a Chrift, a Chrift, ten
thoufand Worlds now for that Chnﬂ'
which 1 defpifed ! Thefe are things we®
are acquainted with, Well then, our E-
~ nemies themfelves being Judges, dn 1/

. raclite indeed is a Perfon of true worth,

. and without controverfie, his eftate is,
and: fhall be comfortablq, bleﬁ'ed and o
‘ glonous. ' ‘ o
4. How great are the nbﬁtrd" ities, tbtt o
elfe wonld follow ¢ Would not the De:”
vil boa(t that be hath ‘done more for
his followers, than Chrift hath done for.
‘his? Would it -not follow. that Saints
are the moft miferable fools in the
‘World? then it would be to nopurpofe.
~ todeny ones felf, to fight with Beafts
at prefm, to bcar the contradxéhon of
C - ﬁunersi
S
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finners; then Chrift dyed for nothmg
or hath doné¢ his work by the halwes;
then there is- no credit to be given to
“the Bible,- God is worfe than his word,
and the Scripture promifes are falfe,
* then Panl’s confidence was madnefs,and
- his boaftmg made voidsthen all preach-.
ipg is a cheat,and the Minifters,of Chrift -
are Impoﬂors, and the wicked are in the -
.right: then Devid would have better
_reafon to fay, he hath cleanfed his hands
in vain, and that his tfrequent devotions
: . were to_so purpofe, and his Songs at
Mid-night, but the dotages of an ex-
travagant fanfie, and hours which were
- fpent in Prayer and Meditation, were
purely loft. What faift thou to this, O
Chriftian > Would. not-this be fad news
~ indeed, if all thy hopes fhould come to
this? But be of good cheer, this is the
-do@trine which the Devil and his Mini-
fters do preach; as long as God is true -
.you' thall not be-deceived, as long as
- he is happy you fhall not be miferable,
and till Hell hath got above Heaven,
you are well enough. - Go on therefore
+ zefolutely, and let nothing daunt thee,
*is but yet. a little while, and you (hall
’ fee all this, and more than this 3 t?on;
‘ . an i
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', fand times made good to thee, Fear noi;“

*tis God who hath {poken it, and he
commanded bis Servant Job# to wtite;

and leave it upon Record, That-they

which dye'in the Lord ave bleffed, and
they Pall reft from: their labosirs, and

‘their works do follow them. -~ _ ¢
~.- 3. ‘The sext thing Wwhich I promifed

. to fpeak to, was, to thew whesein the

bleflednefs of depatted Saints doth. con-

fifty But whdt work am I now about? '

Who is {ufficient for thefe things> What

Tongue can utrer the leaft part of that

Glory > ‘What Heart imagine its tranf.
-. cendent excellency? And what Ears can
* bear it ?(hould fuch a one as Mofes,

* Entoch, ot Eliss come fparkling in hi

Robes, in the habit of a glorified Saint, -

‘and thoald he but tell you what a fighe

he hath feen, what melody he hears; .
. what imployment he is ingaged in,what

* poffeftions he -enjoys, where would he
. endure it? ' I am perfwaded, if in this

. mortal ftate, God fhould let in the Soul
. the bundreth thoufandth part of thae
. Glory, which Saints enjoy in Heaven, it
" would in-a ‘moment fink a Man,. and
Jnake fuch Bodies-as ours now are. wi-

- “ther to duft. 1 have feen 2 great. f“g": .

e
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fine things in my time, I have heard of -

~ more, but 1 cap eafily imagine more.
than ever all the Princes of the Earth,

~ in their greateft {plendour enjoyed ;and .
.yet here | am at a-lofs,and 'no wonder: .

_For it is beyond the reach of Saints and '
‘*Angels in Heaven fully to conceive whae

- thetr own happinefs is, and I believe i¢

 is no-fmall part of their joy, that chey

fetve a Maﬁcr, who laveth to out-doe, = -
not only deferts and expe&ations,. but

~ even the imaginations of his Crearuses,

. How then can. fuch a poor Worm asI'

- am, mannage fuch a work as thisis?

- becaufe T can’t fay all, muft I fay vo-
thing, and gs this over with filenos .,

- and. admiration? becaufe thisisa great

- déep,which our Plummet can'’t fathom,

- an Ocean that bath no fhoar, fhall we -

~ therefore never fail in it? ‘Ged forbid.

O may it be.my work ia time, and &

- Eternity to praife that isfinite;, boundy

 lefsexcellency thatisin my God. Though . - -
thefe are matters, which one would . .
think fhould command attention and
-affettion both, yet ‘if we -confule the -
lives of all, yea the highaft experiences =~
of the beft,notwithftanding thefe things -
are {o frequently inculcated,and fopaf:

R %, - _ fionately



. dom from evil, or any-imperfecion.

(320 :
fionately recommended to our confidé-
- ration, vet where is the Man or Woman
- to'be found, that lies under the lively
impreffions of thefe things: And there-
" fore I fhall think it not impertinent, if I |
dwell upon that an Hour, which will be
, the fubje& of your Meditation, and
Foundation of your. comfort, if ever
you underftand what Chriftidnity in the
life of it means. This only by the by, -
a little .to ‘quicken your attention. I
come now to my bufinefs, to (hew you
wherein the Saints happinefs after death -
- confilts. A .

1. It confifts in a full everlafting free-
~a, It coniifts. in a compleat, perfed, |
and’ eternal enjoyment of all the good
. that our natures are capable of. o

‘Firft, 1¢ confifts in a full and ever-
lafting freedem from evil, or amy im-
perfedion. Aund here 1 fhall infift upon
fome of thofe evils.and imperfetions;
. which a Child of God fhall be freed .
from, as foon as ever Death hath let |
the Soul out of the Body. . - »‘
. Firlt, 1be Saint i free from all fin.
*.TheBolts fhall be knocke off, the Prifon;

. walls broke down; apd tl}; poor Cap-
: . A M 1\ L
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tive fet at liberty. O bleffed Jubilee! How glad
‘would Paul bave been; if when he- cryed out in
fuch an agony : O wretched Man, who fhall de-

~liver me? if he had heard a voice from Heaven~., . -

~faying, thy groans have pierced the Clouds, thy
mer hath reached the Heavens; thy Petitions
be granted immediately ; would not this

“have been grateful new's: When before a few days

‘be at an‘end, this fhall be the condition of every

‘one of God’s People. Now indeed if you liffen

“t0 their Clofets, you fhould hear how dolefully -
. they bemoan their condition, if you folow them -

- ito their. Families, what is it that they would
moft defire of God ? is it not freedom from fin 2
_ whar complaints do they make of themfelves,that
" there fheuld be fo great an unfutablenefs in them
10 God, that their hearts are unfenfible of the
" worth of divine things, that they fhould have fo
little love to the Lord Chrift, and be fo little ta-
-ken with the kindnefs of the Redeemer ; How
-weak and faint, how cold and dull in duty ? how
 ready vo betray their Lord, how cowardly in the
aafe of God? But death will for ever filence
" thefe complaints, death tares of Fofbwa’s rags.
ud prefents him before the Lord without fpot
or wrinckle, or any fuch thing; fin indeed ac-.
companyeth the ungodly into another World, he
tefts from his pleafures, and his wicked works
follow him : but it is far otherwife with the god-
ly, fin ‘was his’ burden, and Death fhall unload
him; fin {hall be confined to Hell, Heaven enter-
‘tains no fuch deformity : This Tyrant fhall no
‘more inflave any of Chrift’s fubjeéts. The houfe
‘of Saul, andthe houfe of David fhall no longer
-congend, tha blﬁody,conﬂig between the ﬂclg
T ) an

-
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~and fpirit fhall then be determined by a. fina-
Vi&ory, then the Soul will fay, farewell my harq:

. heart, farewell unbelief, farewell ingratitude ;.
then thou {halt never entertain an unkind thougls -
of God more ; thelame and the blinde, andlln
"Jebufites {hall be fmitten when King David comes
to make his Palace in Zien, thy fins muft dye.
when the Lord cometh to take :Ke full pofleffion
of this Fort : - Royal confeflion of fin fhall fhort-
‘lfbc needlefs ; no. darknefs fhall cloud them-
erftanding, no perverfnefs the will, no difor- -
derlinefs in the affetions, no treachery in the:
memory; the Eyes (hall be better employed than
m beholding of vanity, <he Eares ﬂnlhxo:-k 5
“locked againft truth, ‘the Hands far from vio- .
lence, .the Tongue from deceit, and the Feer ;
from walking in ways of wickednefs, And. feems
this a light matter to you who have gone bowed
all your dayes under the preflure of fin; isitoo-
. thing to.you to have all your iniquities doste2-
‘way as.a Cloud, and ‘your tragfgreffions 252
thick Cloud ? Thus fee what a Kindnefs that for-
midable enemy doth to all the fubjects of Chgi®’s .
Kingdom; what prayers, teares, and groans 4d:
.gradually, it doth at one blow, Thus tge oppreft
%ed'_is deliveréd, the mourner made to rejoyce, .
- and the great make-bate between God and the
Soul, for ever dilcarded, and. turned out of .
Doors. Eph.g.27. £f 44.22. - . . -
- 2. When a Chrsftian: dyeth, be [hak be freed
from allthe sempeations of Sathan, -Death fers
the Soul out of the Devils reach ; this Angel
“hath nothing to do in Heaven, this Serpent fhall .

. not come¥into the higher Paradife,.not Sathan
creep into this Eden : Now indeed he gocs.gg :
it o . o 0 an
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"18d down like 2 roaring Lyon, feeking whom he
"Wy devour, novv he fets his Ginnes every
-fllvlure to catch the unvvary Chriftian : he ufct‘g e
“His ftratagemts to furprize them, but then this
fégavcrhry fhall be trod under Foot, bis Fie
rts fhall be quenched, and his defignes broken,’
-0 happy Day, vvhen will it come! vvhen the
~Pevil thall be as unlikely to tempt, as our hearts
-wclofe : vvhen vve are got once fafe to reft, the
“Devil fhall as eafily fhake God’s Throne, as our
“bappinefs. Death turns the Key, Bolts and Bars
t4s Enemy out’; then, O then thou fhalt fee this .
- Pharaok caft dead on the fhore, and for ever difs;
abled from making any refiftarice againft thee,
orin thz lcba{fﬂ dL(;urbi}xg ;by pcacc.fliq*vé,#zo'. lc.}.i o
8. The bleffednefs of . the People of God confiffa
- eth wm. thesr being,j]-‘fncd ) fromopl:ke., 4 fmiwuﬁad ,
fasseries of the World. Inlife time thoy art fain
to fight thy way'to peace, to difpute every.ftep
thou goeft, and canit never have a quiet Hour
- while thow haft fuch ill Neighbours : There is an
old:quarsel between the Seed of the Woman,and
- Mjierpent, and the enmity is radicated, .and the
fenz ,-an be cooled with nothing but Death,Chri-,
fian, expe® not-as long asany of that: Cainifl
Generation breath, that, thou fhouldef} be long
{ecure, Tn the World-you fhall have tribulation,
but be-of good cheer, Chrift bath overcome the -
World; Joh. 16, 33. What though they fpeak
‘great words, Prifon, Halvers,Faggot? Thou fhale .~
tr’c:lﬁmgride in ftate to glory, ‘and then let them
:dotheir worft : When thou art in Heaven, they,
‘maycurfe and increafe their own mifery, but
-they:thall not in the leaft diminifh thy tranquillity,
-Aad as for their flaserics, they fhall fignifie no- -
o ‘ ) ’ D 2 - " thing’
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thing, the beauty: of this inferiour World will
be darkmed by the brightnefs of that Light which
Death leads thee into 3 its excellencies will be
quite eclipfed, ‘its’ alluremenits will lofe their po-.
wer. Who can' choofe but contemn the Earth,
that knows what Heaven meaneth ? O how low
an cfteem have the moft experienced Men here of
- the World ! Honours and riches are accounted
very inconfiderable things to them which under-
ftand the difference between finite and infinite,
the difproportion bétween time and Eternity 5
Death bloweth the duft out of our eyes, it plucks-.
off the Vail, and fhews one quickly the glory of
both' Worlds : and fo it is not left long to deter- .
mine, which is to be preferred, drofs or filver, .
- brafs or gold, a dunghil or a Palace : there.will |
be no;t.h'b'tt[){ght*of rétarning to E¢ypr or Gofhen;: |
cither'in tiiem which know the frustfulnefs of .the
fpiritual ‘€anaan, the accommodations of the new. .
Yerufaleri; thé pleafure of the holy Court,,, -
‘4. At ‘Death be [hall veft from al bis pains ;
there i 'hvgc'a,r of ficknefs; forrowes; and aghes,
The Stone, Gout, and Plague are Diftempersthat
- fione laboyr with there : -that Aire is dear,and |
" fin which infe@eth other places, never got foot- .
ing there ;  they that fcarce know what a. Dayes |
. eale now ‘means fhall then forget theiriforrow, |

- their conftitutions fhall be' mended, their crazy ,
Bodies, that needed to be propped up by Art, |
" Thave now'no need of fuch helps : the lame fhall ;

leap, the biinde fee, the weak (hall be ftrong, the .;

- crooked ftraic,they which were in deaths oft (hall ;

» . be never in danger. 'O happy alteration! the |

Grave will refine and alter our Bodies,” and they:|,
dhallshere bury all imperfe&tions, and this‘m(};ﬁll .
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fhall put on immortality, at?d this corruptible in< -
corruption. There the weary fhall be at reft,

1Efs.61.3, & 33.24. & 60.18. Job3.17.

' °§. Theblefedne(s of the deceafedSaints confiff-
eth in their perfeé freedome from all wants, and
fear of want.  Here they have their daily want,
and in' the fwear of their brows they muft eat

- their Bread. The World in its beft eftate is made
up of vanities and troubles. How much need.
have we of the help of our fellow-creatures?
we can’t live without the ufe of their bodies and
lives : we want their fervice to till our Grounds,
and to carry our weak Bodyes, that can fome-
times fcarce go under their own burden. What
fhift could we make, if the influences of the Sun

Moon and Stars were fufpended ? what lamen-

i table complaint fhould we make, if God (hould .

‘ feal up the Fountains of Water ? how foon fhould
we faint, if he fhould make the Heavens as Iron,
and the Earth as brafs ? What Element can we

" want, what Creature could we well fpare ? But
the time is coming, that Day will fhortly begin,

- whofe brightnefs will make the Sun dark, and

~ the Moon to difappear, and all the Stars toleave

 their Spheres as ufelefs. O unbelief, how mife-
rably doft thou rob us of the comforts,which the

- very fore-thoughts of that hour might bringin!

~ Dwell O my srembling Soul upon the Meditation
~ of thefe things, Is there no truth nor weight in
. thofe Scriptures? Ef.60.19.£/.21.29. Given thy
* Anfiwer, le thew art thou caft down Q my faul,
. and'why art thou difquieted within me ? Wait up-

-on the Lord, and be of good caurage, wyit 1 fay

. upon the Lord. R v ,
- 6, This bappy Man fhall be quite freed of
: D3 i what-



whatfoever may argue an smperfelt State, Some
of thofe very graces that are now fo ufeful'and
neceffary, when their work'is done, fhall be laid
afide as ufelefs, I mean Faith, Hope,Patience,de~
fire ; all which fpeak fomething of imperfecion,
* fhall then be fwallowed up of love. They now
help to lead the Soul out ,ofp Egypt, condu& tho-
- row the red Sea, and Wildernefs, and fend Spices
into Canaan, and bring good tidings out of that
Land, they fee Sibon, Og,and .Amaleck_ difcom-
. fitted, and their Power broken, they go to the
- Borders of the promifed Land : nay, they ger up
1o Pifga, and upon Mount Nebo, there they bid
the Soul farewell, Faith, like a skilful Pilot, keeps
_clofe to the Ship, till it fee it out of danger.
Faith,like loyal Barzilla;, brings in abundant pro-
~ vifions for the Soul, in afl its {treights, and comes
with it to the banks of Jordar, to the brink'of -
eternity;butthere,there it takes its final leave,and
fends over youngChimbar: 1o wait upon the King
" at Jerufalem, it {ends love over into Heavento-
dwell there with the Lord for ever. O bleffed ¢
- ftate, when faith fhall be fwallowed up of fight !
" Here we live by faith, and not'by fenfe or fight,
in glory we fhall live by fenfe and fight, and not-
by faith. The Ihaddow fhall vanifh when the fub--
france is come ; hope, patience, defire, and fear:
fi.allall pafs away, and be {wallowed up with an’
eternal fruition, pofleflion, and fecurity. Happy:
are the People that are in’ fuch a cafe; their cloeds
are quite blown over, they need neither Wind
or Sails, now they are fafe landed. What think
you now of a Child of God, is it worth. che
~.while to be religious, is holinefs 2 folly how ?
- and yet this is not all, come g little further, aﬁdul |
- n Dotz ts00gIC A wi
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P will fhew you greater things ftill, All this isb-u
.-the privative part of their happinefs, I come no w

[y

an Ocean am I now lanching into, who.can tell
- all the priviledges of a Citizen of Zion, what
. Pen can defcribe the honour and dignities of the
. Sons of God? But that I may heighten your fpi-
~rits, and a little antedate your comforts, I fhal
~ in the next place fhew fomething of the pofitive

I, . - o :

2. The blefftdsiels of thofe which dye in the

- Lord, confifts pofitively,

“Firft in this, that they fhall eriter into the So-

~ ciety of the Angels, they fhzll leave any longer
converfing with mortals, and,inftead of weeping-
friends, lgce themfelves compafled with finging

Angels, *How do you think that Lazaris was

to touch a little-upon the pofitivé part; but what

affected, who inftead of Beggars, Crippels, and _

Dogs, had a Guard -of Angels waiting upon
him? What an extafy of joy washe furprized
vvith, Luk. 16. 22. This honour have all the
Saints, We think the fight of 3 King, the look of
a Prince, the company of a Lord a great matter:
what are theg, if compared with the leaft of -the
Captains of the Lord’s Hoft ? How vaft is the
difference between Flefh and Spirit ? ‘and yer this
favour the Lord is pleafed to confer upon the
leaft ‘of his Children, And how glad arethe An-

~ gels themfelves of -the fociety. of the pooreft
Saint? they are glad ever here to be doing offices
of love for them, many. a dinger they delivered-.

them from, many a mercy théy conveyed from
their Father to them; but thefe earthly Bodyes
were fcarce capable of communications with fuch
_tioble.and fpiritual Creatures, bur at Death thcy,.
EEEEET ' Dg - fhall
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hall know their old friends and fellow-fervants,
. and blefs God with them, and for them for ever,
i Heb. 1823, Andthefe Chariots and Horfemen
of Jfracl fhall carry up Jofeph to his Fathers
~ Houfe, and there the Sons of God fhall fhout
for joy. Time was, the fight of an Angel would
make a Saint tremble, but then it fhall make -
them to Triumph : and what ftories will they tell
them, of the providences of God toward them,
and joyn with them in the high praifes of his
goodnefs and love ? But all thisis but little to -
what follows, : ,

2. At Death, the fouls of believers are made
perfed in holinefs. How will they in 2 moment
" fee themfelves as white as Snow ? how glorious

- fhall the Kings Daughter be, when her beauty is

.perfe®, how lovelily will fhe look, when fhe’s
clad with innocent purity, how excellent when
her royal Husband the Lord Chrift fhall be inf-
nitely raken with her? Will he not then fay,thon
-art all fair my love,there is no fpot in thee.Come
with me from Lebanos my Spoufe, with me from
Lcbanon, from the top of Amgna, from the
top of Shenir and: Hermon , from the Lyons
‘Dens, from the Mountains of Leopards. . Thou
haft ravithed my heart,my Sifter my Spoufe,thon
Baft ravithed my heart, with one of thine Eyes,
.with ong Chain of thy Neck : How fair is thy
love, my Sifter, my Spoufe ? Grc. Cant. 4.7,8,
'@, 10, If the Lord fee fo much beauty here in
his Church, what will he do hereafter, when he
‘thall have wafh’d away all her defilements, and
.taken out her ftains, and have decked her with
-his Jewels, and put on her Wedding Garment
‘That Day is coming, O my fopl! when will the
. ' . : fhaddows
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fhaddows flee away, when gvill Days and Nights -
~ be all atanend, when will time be fpent, when,
fhall the Curtain be drawn ? O that, that’s the -
place ! theu fhalt then love that precious Jefus,
with a Seraphick and Angel-like love, thou wilt
then as much delight and rejoyce in him,as .4bra-
kam, David, and Paul did. Thy drowfie Soul
fhall be as nimble and a&ive in the fervice of thy
growt Maker, as Enoch and Elsas; thou fhale
praife him Day and Night, and be no more
weary than the Angels themfelves : thou fhalt
perfe®ly underftand the vvill of God, and rea-
dily obey it : - thou fhalt be holy as God is holy,
And what vvould you now give for fuch a frame?
hovv glad vvould you be to feela connaturality
to divine imployments, hovv happy vvould you
think your felves, .if your heart vvere alvvayes
- as God vveuld have it ? Is it not for this, that

faft and pray? Is it not for this, that-you
r, read, and meditate ? Is not this the end of
Sacraments ¢ Well, be of good cheer, in Mount
- Zien there fhall be deliverance. and helinefs :
'Obed, 37. And is all this fiothing, feemeth it
ftill a fmall priviledge to be a Child of God, and
like our Father? vvho that underftands this
- vvould not bid Death vvelcome, and faynovv -
- Grave dothy vvorft? Ask Paul,and he vvill tell =
© you, that upon this account be groans : enquire
- of David, and he vvill let you underftand, thar
- he never expes fatisfa&ion, - till he avvake vyith
: God’s likenefs. Pfal. 17. T
- 3. Another thing vvherein the blefledne(s of
- a Chriftian at Death lyes, is this, the fight of
' Chrift, What can be more defired by 2 Child of
: §od, than to behold and enjoy him, by vvho:g :
F . ) ( . a
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all the mercies we have, )aridall that we expe;
flow in to us, Bph, 1.11. That good old Saint,
Luk; 2.30. thought it 2 Heaven upon” Eaith to
fee him, thbugh his Majefty was vailed, and the
“brightnefs of his glory wrapped up, ad covered
by. his humanity, he doth fing a-Requiem to his
Soul, and fay, Now lér thy Servant depart in
race , for mine Eyes have feen thy Salvation,
ow were Peter, James, and Jobn, affeQed at his
transfigaration, Af4r.17 2. Wlhat an admirable

frame doth the Spoufe feemto be in, when fhe

faw only the ‘fhadow and back-parts of this be-
loved one, Cam.s. 16. She can’t tell whento
have done commending of him. But all thisis

but a fmall thing, compared to the fight which

they fhall fee, when their graces fhall be com-
gleat,:md their Soul like him ; and then fhall they

ehold the King in his beauty 3 no longer the-con-
. tempt and fcorn of the World, no longer in pe-
verty and want,no longer crucified and rejeQed;
but Jefus, the exprefs Image of his Father, aod

o

the brightnefs of his glory, accompanyed vith

~ Millions of Angels, all at his commind, and
yex for all this,calting a gracious Eye upon them;
then fhall the Soul behold him face to fice; who
_did, and fuffered fuch wonderful things forits
“*twas he that came out of his' Fathers bofome,

- *swas he that ftept out of his Throne, and put off

his Robes, that came leapin% over the Mountains,
- and ‘skipping over the Hil oW 2
thoufand difficulties, that he might pluck thee out
of thy mifery, and deliver thee our of the faw

s, running thoréw a

.-

of the Lyon, and the Bear, that he might redeert -

“thee from the power of Sin, Death, -and Hell.

- . How will the Heavens cecho with Songs of igy,
- - when



"~ toall Etern(;?r; Is not his love

-~

. o (43) L
when the Btide, the Lamb’s Wife, fhall comé t§

dwell with her Husband for ever ? Ifay 33.1%,
Chrift is the defire of Nations, the joy of Ans
Eds’ the delight of the Father, -and he in whor
e is well pleafed. What folace then muft that
Soul be filled with,that hath the poflefiion of him
rerni ﬁetter than wine,

and a look of his countenance to be preferfed bew
fore Corn and Oyl ? Ts not his kindnefs to be vas
lued above lite it felf 2 What meaneft thou'thén
O my Soul, that thou doft fo dread his coming?
‘Why agt thou fo loath to be with him ¢ Why art
thou afraid of the enjoyment of hima ? Will thy
Redeemer miake thee a {lave, hath Heaven chan-
%:’d kis Nature, and made him fdefs defitable ?
ill thy Saviour make thee miferable? Awaké
then, O ye Saints, and fand a tip-toe, wair, wirch;
and long till thou fee him; who alone can i
thy Soul ! fight, ftrive,and run; till you enjoy,
One fmile of  his,one look of bis love, isWworth
the pleafures of ten Worlds : where is thy héart,

where are thy defires, what’s become’ of tl
love # if Chrilt doth riot affect, draw, and:fik"

-thee, what will ? but when thou fhalt fee Chrift .

indeed, his very looks will fo warm thy Soul;
that thou lThalt in a moment feel a divine flame,
which fhall never be extinguifhed, as lohg as
Chrift, the obje& of thy love, thall live : the

fight of Chrift will put.new life intothy Soul, |

and make thy love and joy frefh for ever; this i

- ke, O my:Soul, that was wounded, that hion -
- ighteft be healed ; \this is he who was Crowried”

“ wvith Thorns, that thon mighteft be Crovviied
© yvith Glory ; this, this is' he thar dyed,-that -
~ thou mighteft live. *Is not afl the Glory of ‘Hea-

i Ceover
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ven vvrapped up in him > Are not the Treafures
of divine kindnefs, which vvere fometimes hid -
in him, novv opened ? - Tell me now, O my foul,

_.isthereany in tvvo Worlds comparable to him ?

‘Was not that he that fheltered thee from the
ftorms of God’s vvrath ? Was not that precious
Body, the Shield vvhich blunted the Svvord of

Juftice, and kept the Arrovves of the Almighty
- from doing dreadful execution upon thee, an E-

nemy, Traytor, and Rebel ? Was it not be that
laid dovvn the price,- that bought thy pardon,
that purchafed this Inheritance ? vvas it not he
that fed thee vvith bis Body, that broached his

_heart blood, to quench the thirft of thy Soul,

the lufts of thy heart, and the flames of God’s
indignation ¢ Look upon him, is he not made up
of love? I fee now, it is not for nothing, that
the Virgins did love him, it was not vvithout.
good reafon, that the Spoufe vvas fick ; it vvas

: not vvithout very good caufe, thatthe Saints did
. fo long to be vvith him ; to be with him did

fay ? vvho that hears of him, can choofe but
vvith to fee him, vvho that fees him, can live
withour him, who that lives vvith him can Jeave
him ? What mean the World ? Sure they' are
dead,blind or mad : but vvhere am I now ?* This

is a fubje® fo fuveet, that I can’t tell hovv to

make an end, O that I might fee, knovv, and "
enjoy ! look dear Jefus uponme, and et me go,

- " and tell the World thy beauties, let me every day
- bavea little fight of thee, that I may commend

thee a thoufand times more feelingly, and that I
may command the affe@ions of all that hear of

- thee, that nothing but thy love may ferve their
tum; Pardon me, that this admirable one hath

dravvn

i -
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. dravvn out my thoughts fo largely. If you can
~ but love after all this, and fee hini when you dye
- with comfore, 'J'ou will fay, I were too fhert in
- his praifes, and too fuperficial in his commenda-
- tions, and that the half wasnottold you, -
4. The bleflednefs of departed Saints lies in
. this; that they fhall meet with all the Childwen of

- God, and ‘have communion with the fpirits of..

- the juft, made perfe@. Thou fhalt then meet thy
- beft friends, whofe company was fo warming,
- whofe words were fo incouraging, whofe lives
did fo much command Religion, .their Faces did
. then fhine their converfation was in Heaven : but
- Owhat an alteration is there in them for the bet-
. ter! their Souls are now like Chrift, nothing but
. grace, love, and praife : mo difference in judg-
. ment, no pride or paflion, nothing that offends.
- And how wvill they vvelcome you to their Fa-
. thers Houfe, you that tock fweet counfel toge-.
. ther, that went to the Houfe of God, that talk’d
. of that glory, how glad will you be, when youn
rlzay,Dcdth will bring you acquainted
with all thefe famous Worthies, of whom the
. World was not worthy, the noble Champions of
- Chrift, which thought not their lives dear to.
~ them, fo they might bat finifh their courfe with
- joy: this Porter opensthe Doer, and lets the
. Saints Soul. into that Palace, where all the Favou-
- rites of that great Prince refide ; and thou (halt
. #and alfo with them upon Mount Ziex, in the
- prefence of that Mighty King, and fhalt behold,
~ and live in his glory for ever : And is all this in-
- confiderable > What would [ give to fee Endch,

thar walked with God ? How glad fhould Ibe to -

 beacquainted wikh Efins 7 how joyful, if X 'ngght:
ST N ave
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bave fome difcourfe with Paul ? Would it not
mk‘c.one copragloui ln tbe L‘aufe Qf GOd, if Oﬂe
.could hear Daniel, or the Three Children rtell
- thé ftory of their deliverance ¢ How. fhould ong

. be pleafed to have it from.the Mouth of Adofes,
Fofbmah, and Caleh, vihat God did for Ifrael in
the Fields of Ham, the Red-Sea, and the Wilder-

nefs > and how he brought them intg.the Land of |

Qaniaw ; hovv. do you think you Should be af
fé®od at fuch things as thefe 7 vvhy ? as formi-
dable as Death laoks, it’s he that brings us to
the fpeech of ‘alt thefe. How loath are we novv
vopart, when a knot of us have got together,
~ posalk abour the things of another World ? are
_net the Saints the exccllent ones, in whom is our

delight ? is not the emapty difcourfe of the unex-
perienced World tedious, and their Company &
burden ? Why ? ‘Heaven hath .in. it none but
Saints, and Angels, and che blefled God. Is not
thiat Company indeed ? and all their work will be
o admire, praife; and love God,and to. take
anfinive delight; and domplacency, in him so all E«

terniy. O what acclamagions of joy..vvill there -

be, vvhen all the Childten of God fhall meet to«
gether, vvithout fear: of being difturbed by the
Antichriftian and Cainefl.brood! when they meet,
- amd never part, but-joyn in Hallelujahs for ever,
That, shat’s the melady, vvhena Quigggof tor
thoufand times ten thoufand of An%ﬁgﬂ fi
an Eternal Song, andithe hundred andforty am
four thoufand, and that innumerable Company;
out of all Nations, Tongues, and Kindreds, thall

anfvver, faying, Blaffing hononr, !ary;arg power,

Seunto FHim that fits :jum the Throme, &4d“nnta
“the Lamb for ever and ever. Rev.§.33, Luk,

|
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13. 28, 29. Heb. 11, 22, Eph. 2. 19. ' .
s, Another thing, wherein the bleflednefs:of
the Saints departed confifts, is, that then all cheir -
 Prayers fhall be fully anfwered, -their defires fa-
tisfied, and hopes enjoyed.- They now oft,with
~ forrow, hear the reproaches of ‘the wicked, who
are ready to ask them, vvhere-is their God 2
wvhat is become of theit fafts, tears, and groans;
. to vvhat purpofe do they. afflict themf{elves? what
. profit is it for them te call yponr God ? whatbeéd- .
nefic is there in ferving the Almighty.? The.wick-
ed boaft of their kearts defire, and-are readyto
fleighe Religion, as a ufelefs: and contemptible
thing. But is there not a time acoming, vvherd
the godly’ may ask them, vvhas profit they have
novv in their pleafures, vvhat comfort. in'their
- greatnefs, what fruit of all theirlabours?-and
" with unfpeakable fatisfation, ' produee " their . -
~ Crown, and fay, This, this was-the prize thar
 we-contended for ; this. was the reward:tharvve
“bad in our Eye, thiswas the glory and'honour:
which we fo highly valued; This is our Godsn
" whom. ‘'we bave trufted; Ef.25.9. The Saints
~fhall then fee, that it. was nut’in vaia to feek;
knock, and wait ; then they fhall underftand;that
nothing was loft, which was fpent for their Souls:
“and Heaven : they ‘fhall fhortly know; - that the:
_poorefthearty -groan was heard; the-quickeft e
jaculations were not unobferved, and‘that' the’
“vveakeft firicere Priayers were. able to piercé'the:
‘Heavens. O who would not ferve fuch aMax: .~
fter, who ¢an’ forget any of his|inay,thé Lord
‘will-infinitely out-do their requefts, and: give’
them more than theit Tongues could ask, and -
miedes conceive.- Thisis the portion of thed ;ha; :
x C eck .

-~
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feek thee, that feck thy face, O Famb, -
. &.” At Death, the Believer fhall be pofiefled of
‘God,and know what the beatifical Vifion means;
and if you would be better fatisfied what this is,

-1y requeft is, that you would live holily,and go,

" and fee. Andif after a fight and fenfe of this in-

. - comprehenfible glory, you finde that I havede-

- . «ceived you, by making you to.over-value it, I

am contented to bear the blime of an Impoftor,

¥ am here but brief, beeaufe I muft confefs my

Meditations are now at- a lofs, and filence, anda-

ftonifhment muft fpeak thereft. w2 o

- %, That which 1s no fmall addition te a Saits
bappinefs is this, that there is no fear of' lofing
of 1t; his Enemies can’t rob him, for theyare
all fafe enough, and his Treafure is locked up
there, where neither Moth,nor Ruft can corrupt,

- mor Thieves break thorow, and fteal ; the Chri-
ftian may then rejoyce over his ’bEnCmy_, and Gy
vvho fhall feparate me from the love of God?
they that are fafe in Heaven, need not to enter-.
tain any fears of lofing their Inheritance, If Géd .

~ that made Heaven, and brought them to it, can

fecure them, if Chrift that bought # for them,
can make good his purchafe, if ;all challenges
are laid afide, theyare vvell enough;’ thy houfe
4hall not be fhaken, thy comforts are durable, and

-xhe leafe of thy Inheritance runs parallel with the
" life of God, and muft not expire till Exernity be

fpmll;;ﬂbm 8.33. Heb.13.5. If. 54 10. I,
2 8. The laft thing that I (hall mention, wherein
the happinefs of the Dead, that dye in the Lord,

~ confifts, is in the full and joyful aflurance of 2.,

glorioms RefurreQion,and acquittance at the d.a.% |

- e
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of Judgment,  Their Bodic)sarc the fagred Tem-
ples wherein God did dwell, they are not there-
fore to be buried in forgetfulnefs, -but fhall be
referved as Jewels in a Cabinet, and at the Re-"
furreion, they fhall be furbufhed, and fet in
Glory ; the very Duft of the Samnts is precious,
and thofe very Members, that were afiiftant to
the Soul, in the Worthip of God, fhall partake
of its Glory ; and upon this account, the People
of God dye in faith, that their Bodies and Souls
fhall have a blefled Meeting ; upon this account, -
believers weep ‘not at the Interment of their
Chriftian hrethren, asthof¢e which have no hopg,
but the théughts of a future meeting fwallows up
the' grief of prefent parting; they underftand
tht it would be a piece of unkindnefs to be =
grieved at their happinefs, and that it fpeaks too
much felf-love, and top great a disbelief of their
nfeern glory, and too much defire, that our
wills fhould be done before God’s. What d deal |
of forrow would the found belief of the reality

of invifibles prevent 7 With what chearfulnefs
might the dear Children of God part, when they -
think how certainly, and fpeedily they fhall fee
one another again, never to part more. If ‘the
Do@trine of the Refurreétion were but better un«
derfood, if the Grave were bt looked upon,
152 Chamber to reft in, and if faith could bug
ke Death to be but an undreffing, to pur on
better Raiment, how contentedly then fhould we

% unclothed, that we might be clothed with imi-
Dortality : And why feems it a thing incredible, -
bar the Body fhould rife again ? Jsit a thingin~.
fredible, chat hé which made a World out of no-" -



e thou fr oyl my comtorts, and daunt my courage,

thing, -(hould raife up our lifelefs Duft, and fcat-
tered Bofes ? Is‘any thing too hard for the Al-
‘mighty ? Was he put to it, when he made Man
“out of a lump of Clay? Is it beyond his power
to raife Children to Abrabam out of the very
Stones ? Can.nothing be acted by an Omnipo-
tent Agent, but it muft firft be forged in our
brains ¢ Shall God indeed come and bow to us,
and wifdome ask counfel of folly, how he fhould
manage his affairs ? Dcth not God every Day!
‘do as great wonders, as this 2 and hath not he
given our faith very cenfiderable helps in this
matter ? Doth not his Yearly providences preach
. thé truth of this Do&rine ? What Farmer thinks
his Seed loft, when it* buried under the Clods,
when the Winter, hath difrobed the Medowes,
and covered them with a white Mantle, will you
therefore conclude they fhall never be drefled a-

ain with' their Greens, and decked with their
%lo'w‘ers 2 but if all this fignify nothing, what do
you think of what God hath done already ? ‘was
Lazarus his Refurre@ion a cheat ? and werethe i
Evangelift$ miftaken, which tell us of the fifing °
of many Of the Saints, and that they went into °
the hely City ? Is Chrift ftill in the Grave? and
if thefe things be otherwife, why fhould not that
which hath been, be again? What? hath God
lefs power than he had ¢ Is his Arm weaker than
it was > Isthe Grave too ftrong for him 2 And
aretheDoors of it fo faft Jocked, "that his Key
. can’t open them ? Did Chrift promife more than
., .he could make good, when he faid, I will raife’

- them up at the laft Day; O unbelief ! how doft |

1
|
J
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truth can’ lye; the Almigh)ty can’t be weak, God
_is fill like himfelf, And if the cafe be fo, what &
od condition is the dead Saint in,? his life is
id with Chrift, and when Chrift, who is his life,
fhall appear, he alfo fhall appear with him in
Glory; And what kind of Body will this be 2,
when it fhall be like the glorious Body of Chrift 3
perfeét, a&ive, immortal, Look up to the Sky,
do you fee how bright that Body is, which light-;
ens the whole World, how hattily that Cham.
pion runs_to finifh his appointed courfe? vvhy,
that cold and dead Body fhall ere long be as glo—~
rioms, as the Sun in its ftrength,and as lively in its
motions ? How eafily will it mount into the Aire,
to meet the Lord in the Clouds ¢ how a&ively,
- will it pafs from one fide of the Heavens to ano-
- ther, with as much expedition, as it (hall defire 2,
how readily will it run at the command of its
.great Mafter, and keep pace with' thofe winged
Meffengers the Angels, they fhall be po longer
fach heavy, dull pieces of Clay, and bundles of
Difeafes; "bus when_they are called out of their, .
- Bed, they fhall be refrethed abundantly, and witfe
Joy meet their Souls, and be acted by them, O
methinks what kind of greeting will thefe two.
old Companions have, when they fee one ano-:
ther in an other World ; what frange falutations
will they give each other.- Will not the Soul fay
tp the Body; where hadft thou, O my friend,
 that glorious fglendor? who clothed thee in fo
lovely a drefs ¢ how cameft thou by that Majefty'-
and beamty? Art thou that Body which were
~ wont to bear me company to the Houfe of God,
'~ Are thofe the Eyes thax wept fo oft? Are rho{a
AT "Ea '~ " the
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the Feet which travelled fo many miles to hear
the Word. O excellent .alteration ! well, now
you fee that your pains was not altogether loft,
and as for me, I have beheld the glory of our
royal Bridegroom, I have viewed his Chambers,
and have lodged in his bofom, ever fince you
and 1 parted, and I havé found that he hath
‘made good all his promifes to a tittle. I had
no fooner parted from thee , but he fent his
Angels for me, and they brought me with joy
dnto his Pavilian, and there did I fee him com-
pofed with millions of fuch Courtiers, and all
our old friends I faw there; and O fuch joy,
“Happinefs, and - pleafure is unfpeakable ; but
. what found is that ‘which I hear, Is it not
the Voice of the Arch-Angel ? we are com-
~ manded away 3. Who is that, do you think,
that rides ip fuch ftate, with fo greata Train
after him? who fits upon that Throne ; hark,
hark, he calls yon, make hafte, make hafte a-
way,.-------- Come jyou bleffed of my Farhery
enter now imo your Maflers joy : Dwell in
the Manfions that 1 have prepared, poflefs the
* ‘Inheritance that T have given you: You are
mine, and I am yours, I have betrothed you
to my feIf long fince, and now the marriage
Day is come, and I take youte be my Spoufe
_, for ever.. Before my.Father, and thefe my
" Servants, I take you to be my wedded Wi.fz
for ever: and I do now. for ever acquit you
from all offences, they thall never be remem-
" bred any more ; I mveft you with - the fime
~ glery that I poflefs, I indow you with all the
_ Riches of my- Kingdome, I willremove fvovhate

- ‘ S eves
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" Eartli? Is, there nothing in ll this 7 Seem-

foever may offend you; look how your Ene-
mies tremble, I have already vindicated you

. from all thofe falfe imputatiens, which their

malice did caft upon youy I have filenced your

_accufers, and for ever”ftopped the Mouths of
their great adverfaries, and they fLall imme-

diately be removed out of their fight, and
pay dearly for all their abufes. Juftice, call
thofe Prifoners to the Bar.----- Depart from
me ye curfed into guerlafting Fire, prepared
for the Devil and his Angels, And.now my
beloved, the Cloud is quite gone ;- come now
into my Armes, I will never frown more,"
come away my love, my Dove, my undefi-

“led, and rejoyce in my love, you and I will

never part more ; what I have is yours, I

‘am well pleafed in my choice, my Father loves

ou, as I do; you fhall be where I am, and
ave the fame pleafures that I have, and live
as I do to Erernity, eAmen, hallelujab, even

* fo come Lord Fefus, come quickly. dar. 26,

31, &¢. Jobn 17. 24. Rev. 21. 9, G, .
1 Cor. 15. 33, 54. Daniel 12. 2, 3. Mal.
3. 16, ¥7. Mal. 4 1. 1 Thef. 4. 14, 13,
16, 17, 18, And is not this a fufficient re-
‘ward, for théfe poor fetvices, which the be-
liever doth perform, while he lives upon the"
eth it o you a fmall matter to be free from .
fin? Isat'no favour to'be fecured from Sa-
than ? Is net that a defirable place, vvhereirr
there is {fo miuch glory, that the World in #s
beft drefs; looks like a deform’d - ugly*thing:
to it?. Who would not be glad to have all,
o U Ey . Diaks
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‘Difeafes cured, pains rcmo)ved,' and wants fups
plied 2 Will not that' be a Day of comfort 4
indeed 2 when Faith fhall be ended in fight ,
_hope in enjoyment, defire in a delightful and

Erernal fruition ? vvhen patiénce fhall have
done all its work, when an everlafting Jubi-
lee fhall put a period to all forrows ¢ Is it
no honour to be ‘conveyed into Heaven by 2
Guard of Angels? Do you count it an in-
confiderable tavour to fse King Fefus in his
“Throne ? Have you no defire to be with all -
your good - friends, and to_know all the Fa- -
vourites of Heaven? Would you not reckon
it a great mercy, to have all your Prayers °

. anfwered to the full ? Will there be no plea-

- fure in the beatifical Vifion ? - Would not all

~ this be the more confiderable, if it mightlaft

~alwayes'? Is it fo fatisfa®ion to yeu, to -
know that your Body fhall be raifed, like
Chrift’s Body ? and that your Body and Soul -
fball be publickly acquitted, owned, and blef- -
' fed 'before the grear’ Courr : and after this,
live in the'fame glory that Chrift' lives in:
~If all this'be worth the having, then the de-
parted Saint'is no lofer, and ye may well.

- ﬁ'y:,d‘ "Bieffed are she Dead which -dye -in the
’Lo ' . ) . . . .

ra, . . » ,

* Thus I have fhewed who are they
which dye in the Lordj; and proved |
that {uch are biefled, apd fhewed where- |
‘in their blefiednefs doth confift. T now |
come to make {fome Improvement of
this Doétfine.” ~ 7 - . -
et i S Uss L
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“Ussx I,

: Firﬂ:, by way of Informatlon; that holi-
nefs is no fuch filly thing, as the World thinks

" it to be: Sure, if there be any thing in reft,;

happinefs, and glory, then the Saint fcarce de-
ferved the imputation of Fanaticifme : They
which have received their Wages, wvill fay,
that the fervice of God is not unprofitable,
and ‘they finde themftlves to bé¢ no loofers,
though credit, eftate, and blood were fpent in
~ the caufe of Chrift: Should you ask them,

who, thorow may Tribulations, have entred-

into- the Kingdom of Heaven ? Whether they

repent of their diligence for Heaven, whether -

- God hath not paid them double for their
felf-denyal ;" lofles, and kindnefles?  VVould

they not cry eut truly, God is good to J/- -

rael, how great is that Treafure, that is laid
up for them that fear him ? Never ler any
gratch to ferve God cheerfully, for verily he

‘. is a rewarder of them which diligently feek

him,

\
/ -~

Usse IL

¢ ' ‘ . : ' ..:.;A.
- If. the Saint be fo happy in another World,

then let us all examine, whether we are in the
fumber ‘of thofe Perfons, for whom fuch things
are prepared. Confider firs, that this is not
like to be every Mans portion, alt Men and
Women are not'Kings and Queens, fior allthe
~Sons of Adam- Heirs of fuch’ an Inheritante ;
e " Ea - few



few run fo as to obrain, few fight fo as to .
conquer, and get the Field, few a&, as if this .
bleflednefs were worth the minding ; and let
~ me te you, Heaven is not got with a vvet °
Finger, moft do their work by the halves, :
- and though the Spirit move them, the Word, :
- providences call them, the Minifters befeech -
them, yet all will not do; they will not be .
perfwaded, but a few lazy wifhes will do, as °
well as all the ferioufnefs in the World, and °
thus they will put things to the venture, and °
count a hazard, in the matters of their Souls
and Erernity, but a trivial thing :" VVe cant
for our lives get Men to be in good earnelt;,
but they will blefs themfelves, though God .
curfe them; and take it for granted, that all
is well, when' God knows they are in as fad
a condition, as can- well be imagined on this
~ fide of .Damnation. = We tell ‘them that moff
' miftake, and that miftake here is the moft de- -
plorable; and yet ftill Men are afleep ; and .
what " if this thould be thy condition, O Sin. :
- ner, that comeft hither for fathion fake, and
fits there very trim:and cheary? VVhat fayft
- thou Man, art provided for Eternity ? Whar °
- title haft thou to.glory ? Doft thou knovy °
what it means to be convinced of fin? Was
it ever made loathfome 1o thee ? And canft -
thou fay thou hateft it with a perfeft hatred 2
and that pot only as comurary to thee, and as .
- dt brings " Hell, Mifcry, and Damnation with
- i, but as it is contrary to. God, abufing his
> i;odnefs', _hating his- purity ; dethronjng his

jefty 5 hath “fin ever looked you in’the face. |
’ S e . .‘ 'v~".- E; e kg:. |
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befmeered with- the blood of Chrift? -
Were you ever made to undetftand your .

abfolute need of Chrift? Did you ever

make a compleat refi ignation of your
felf to him? and hath it been your ba.
finefs to agt for him? and have you felt
any ftrength coming from him,enabling
of you to bring forth fruit meet for re-
pentance, and to dye unto fin, and to
live unto righteoufnefs ? and yet after
all this, have you looked upon your felf
asan uﬁproﬁtable fervant? what expe-
rience have you in thefe things > put
this queftion home to thy confciences -
fay, am ¥ acquainted with fuch thipgs
orno? are thefe things Riddles to me,
or do T know what they mean? well
now, have you donpe as I bid you, and
what faith confcience? is it-altogether
filent,or doth it put yeu off till another
time ? why,then {peak again,and again,
and ask it whether this be not a ferious
queftion,and a bufinefs of fome impor-
tance : but becaufe People for the moft,
pare trifle in this great bufinefs, 1 fhall -
fpeak fomething by way of Lameqtau
“tion and convittion. . |

Wsz IH. ’
Is ic fo, that they are bleﬂ'cd that dye

in’
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in the Lord, then what a cafe: are they
ip, which live and dye out of Chrift?
if none but the friends and Children of
God be thus happy, what will become

~of them which are aliens from theCom-
‘mon-wealth of Ifracl, that live without

God in the World ? Where fhall the
wicked and ungodly appear? O whata
‘lamentable condition are moft of the
World in! if we could fee all the dead
Souls in this Congregation, what a ghaft-
ly fight would it be, fhould God ftrike
all them dead, which lye in their fins,
and know not Chrift 3 it is to be fear-
- ed, that the Affembly would be fir
thinner than it is? (hould the Grawves o-

pen, and the Souls and Bones {ay to us,
make haft,make haft, up get your Souls .

dreffed,for within three Days you mutft
“lye in this black and ¢old Chamber with

us? How would this make moft of our
Faces to gather palenefs,and our joynts .
ready, to knock one againft another ¢ -

but what if another Voice fhould fecond
it, and one fhould come roaring out of
Hell, wiapped about with Flames, and

" fhould fay, it is a fearful thing to fall
- into the hands of the living God, they -

‘that dye in fin mult-be buried in-Hell,

S
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: and if this very moment, yoy do not
~ turn, you muft take a place with us in

. thofe torments, from which there isno. = -

: redemption 5 Would this move you?

: 'why firs, is there not as much reafon -
- that you fhould believe God,as the dam-
-ned? O what wonders are ftupid fin-
. ners! how unconcerned do they go up
- and down,as if it were a very eafy thing |
: to prepare for Death, and a needlefs

. thing to think of Eternity. O‘you that - -

- know a little, what the life and death -
. of a Soul is,come help us to mourn over
: our dead,Doth not the very Aire {mell
- of the dead ? Are not their numbers
« fcarce to be computed? whole Fami-
. lies, Towns, Cities, and fcarce one li-
. ving Soul amongft them | O where,
- where is our pity? how can we bear to
; fee fo many millions.go to the Pit, and
. not beftow one tear upon them? what’s
. the matter, O my Soul, thatthou. art °
. no more compafifionate> would Hefler,
. Jeremiab, Panl 5 nay, would' the King
- and Princes of Niniveh have been no

; more troubled, if Souls had been in the

i fame danger in their Days, as they are
i ours, - But' that I may a little move
. my felf and otlrerss let me commurnea

e : . litde
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- little with you, gou are yet in'your fen-
fes, and have the ufe of your under-
ﬁandmgs,and are not brutes gor ﬂones,
fhall [ have leave to reafon the cafea

little with you? do you never ufe your
reafon? have you not a principle of felf-
prefervation? do you never confider whi-
ther you are going, while you make halt
to Hell > Do you never think of Hea-

* ven? and is it fo frightful a place, that |
you (hould be afraid of it ? will it un-
do you to be faved ? and is that blef-

fednefs, which I have fet before you,fo |
contemptible a thing, that you will not
fo much as give the thoughts of it one

Hours entertainment in your Sou!? Can

. you be contented without it, and prefer
your fhort lived pléafures before it ? Jf 1

the cafe be fo, thank your felves, if you -
have your choice, blame not God, it he -

. deny you that Wthh you thought not

worth the accepting :  As for us. Mini- -

~ fters, we call God, Angels, and Men to

witnefs, that we have told you of your

: dangcr, and if you will not take warp-

mg,wbo can help it; if" we knew what '

in the World to do to preveat your ru-
ine, God forbid but that we fliould rea- -
dxly do xt, bat if after all your threat-

mDE’:



S \vi .
nings, perfwafions, and intreaties, you
“will go on ftill, why, your blood be up-
on your own Souls ; but thoughT fpeak

thus, I hope better things of many here -

prefent, and things that do accompany

falvation. I fhall {peak for your incou-

ragement in the nexe Ufe. N
a ~Usz EV.- -
Is it {o,that they are blefféd that dye

in the Lord, why then fhould the be- -

liever be fo much- afraid of Death? -~

What though it be the King of terrors,
‘isit fo'to all> Have not fome handled
this Serpent without any fear? What

“have I been proving all this while? Is

“there not one word of fenfe in all that
_hath been fpoken?- get but this fecured
that you are a Child of God, make but
the King your friend, and then neither
his Serjeant, nor his Porter will do you
“any hurt, except to arreft your enemies,
‘and ¢o open the Gates of his Palace to
iOU:'%ﬁd to admit you into his préfence

e counted an injury : who would be

afraid’ of - everlafting reft, why fhould
“any one be fo loth to have his difeafes
“healed, why fhould we be fo unwilling
“to receive  that which we feem with:

- much carneftoels to ask? Will the Pri-

/e . - foner.
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foner choofe always to live confined ? will he fall
“in love with his Chains or be 'an‘gry with him that
comes to knock off his fhackles 7 Is the miferable

- ICaptive afraid of his liberty 2 why do you hear,
pray, and read ? 1o what purpofe do you ftrive,
watch, and hope : Is.it all for that which you

tremble to have:; what report doth faith bring of .

an other World ? Doth it tell you that it is 2
Land of Darknefs and forrow, ‘or that it isa
illacc of joy, pleafure and happinefs ? and what

4till loth to depart ? is this World the more defi-

zable of the two, and are thy fins and camal
Companions more lovely than Chrift | If the cafe
be fo, then' why doft thou talk of believing ? Is
this your faith ? the truth of it is, if this bethy

- &afe, thou haft no great reafon to be over defi-
. wous of leaving this World, for I perceive thou

- haft built thy Houfe here , and doft not rake

Heaven for thy Reft, but in cafe of abfolute

neceflity, thou thinkeft it a more volerable place
~ than Hell and Torments, But thou art not the
* Perfon, that T have now to do with, I fhall fpesk
a word or two to fuch by and by : my errantit
.. s to thee, O praying and believing Saint; I
- would fain hearten thee up « little, that thou
may’t thew the World, that Heaven is not fo
forry a preferment, as that one fhould hardly
- .be perfwaded to-accept of ir, but that it is
indeed what the Scriptures , Minifters, and the
Children of God fay it is.; O contradict not
. your profeffion, amcly Iet “the wicked fee, that

you have got fomething in an other World,

and that yeur happinefs begins there, where
theirs ends; You work har%l, and will you be
L ‘ afraid
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afraid when Night comes t0 receive your wages,
I hope you will not fay that the Lord is a hard

/

Mafter, and that his wages are not worth the re- - E

ceiving. Let the wicked tremuble, and the enemies
of God fear, and let the workers of iniquity be
afraid of their appeararce before their Judge.
But let not the jaithiul fubject dread his King,

the Wife her Husband, nor the Child his Father. —

1 would fain argue my felf and others out of
thofe flavifh fears. Confider firs,that now death
‘hath loft its fting, and the Grave its bitternefs,
“and a Saint (if he will but be as careful in keep-
ing his watch, as be ought ) may be able to fpeak
the fame Language, as Panldid. O Death where
% thy Sting, O Grave where is thy Victory 2
1 Cor-1%.55. Andte me to live is Chrift, and
to dye is gain; J defire'to be diffolved, and o be
~ wath Chrsft, . If Death were like.to make a fe-
' Eeration between Chrift and thee, I fhould then:
¢

far from blaming thefe thy fears, but I'fhould. .

rather wonder , that they are not a thoufand

times greater. But me-thinks a Soul that hath

had many a fweet kifs from Chrift, that undeg.-

ftands what he is worth, and that hath fome-
-good reafon to fay, my beloved is mine, and "

1 am his, me-thinks(1 fay)fuch a one fhould nos
defire, that the Day of Marriage fhould be pre.
traed, Sure,were this but cleared, it were no~
thing to dye, but life it felf would be as confi-
derable an exercife of patience, as any thm'ﬁ in
the'World ; let me therefore again expoftulate
the cafe with thee, and do what I'can to fkake off
thofe unwarrantable fears. What is it that you are.
fo much afraid of ? Is it of pains ¢ why, When

you are dead, you will feel none, they bethe li- -

L ' viag
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ving which feel pains, and I believe there are few
living, bur at one time or other feet as much pain
as fome do in their death ; and if their pains be
acute, theyare like to be fhort, and if they be not
acute,they may be the more eafily born. Are you

‘loath to leave your friends, .J hope God’s Saints; -
. and Angels are other guefs friends than any you

have here. You have a fine Houfe,and fweet con-

. veniences, alas, °tis but a Hog-fty, or a Dunghil, -

if compared with Heaven. But how fhall I1do for |

my Children ? what will become of them, when
I am dead and gone ? Why, do’ yon make no-

thin‘g of God’s promife? Isynot héa Fatherto -

~ the Fatherlefs ? And is it not his command, that

we fhould leave -our Fathetlefs Children with -

him? Can’t God take as good ‘care of them as
you? O, butthe Grave is a doleful place, and

who can think with any comfort of. being nail'd .

. up.in a Cofﬁn,; ind covered over with Earth,

and of rotting under ground ;- Why Man, is the - .

RefurreQion no comfort to thee? if there were
no’ fuch thing; this arguing were the more excu-
fable; who are you I pray,that you fhould be pri-

viledged above all the Kings and Monmarcks fince .
‘the beginning of. the World, which of them have

fecured themfelves from the power of -Death ?
which ‘of them could retain their breath a2 mo-
~ ment, when Death had received his Commiffion
to ftop it. Are you better than e £brabam, Ifaac,
and Facob, did not -David fee corruption, and the

* - Fathers,where are they ? nay, did not Chrift dye;

and dye fo bitter a death, as I believe never an
from the foundation of the World ever did. M

~ " God ‘make thee the third that muft be fingled’
~‘eut from Man-kind, tobe tranflated to Glory 2-

Do

.
L
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do you walk as Enock and Elias did 2-and if you do,
T know you-would then be fo humble , not -foexs
ped this prerogative; and (o full of love ta God, as
to be comented to-die,if it were a hundred deaths, {o
you might but enjoy hign for ever : And what fayyon
now ? 1s there not a‘toot of unbelief at the bottom 2
is there mot fomeéching of Atheifm in this? hath
not the world a prevailing intereft in your affc@ions 2.
do you think you have not had time enough yet to

/fin? ‘would you faindifpleafe God a little more ? do
you imagine that - you havé not fufficiently abufed

his goodnels ? if not, what is the matter ? Q [wasdt =~ -

Affurance - did I but know that I am indeed recont
ciled to God, then, O thenIcould dieas willingly
~asflecp! Thetrathof it is, there can be no other
reafon that can bear any great weight, except this,
~and adcfire to glorific God more in bringing in fouls
tohim,  As for this litter, | wave ity few of mj
hcarers\bein'g (0 much concerned in that, as 'Mini~
Rers are 5 but as for the former, 1would upon this
ccount put. you upon the moft fpedy and ferious
-~ diligence in this work. I believe the Apoftle had
fome reafun on his fide, when he did fo ecarnefily -
perfwade the people of God “to ufe all diligence to
make their Calling and Eleion fure, and to work -
oat theit own falvation with fear ‘and. trembling.
- Why then fhould not every Chnftian without delay
fecupon this? And then the next neéws we fthould
hear would be,- Come Loid Jefus, why are thy
- Chariot wheels folong a coming? O that I mighe .
“bat come to eternal” life, though thorough the
valley of the fhadow of death! *Tis our trifling with
'God that makes.the thoughts of our appeating; be-
fore hitn tob: fo dreadful. O.xg‘ formality, dcadn’i{:'
‘ o Ve ) o ) . PP an :
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and eoldnefs, our worldly mindednefs and lazinefs,
doth us a2 world -of injury. This, this ditturbeth
our peace, this fiyengthens Satan, and blurs our
~ evidences, and makes us. go defporiding into gn-
" - other wosldy and this brings me to the next
ufe. ‘ T

' usE s. . o
Is it {othat they are blefled that dic in the Lord, -
- &, behence exhorted, olive {0 as that you may
dicin the Lord.  Will you take- fo nuch - painsfor
& little gawns in this lite, and will you take nonc |
at all for eternal bluflings? How many hazardous
. voyages have fome of you made to Ginnee,-and the |
Eoft Indies, to gt Gold and Spiges ? . how many
ter:shle. iorms have you been in, and what incon- J
_ccivablé hazards have you ‘run, that you might en-
-Joy your felves ‘in age, and have ome: hing to carty
. you tomforrably and decently o your. graves? O |
- why thould you ot be as folicitous in your foul |
-concerns ?  Remember my dear friends, that you
. areboand for another wosld, and you muft exe long
* {al into the Ocean of cternity. Confider what
-your laiding is, and whether it will recurn to any
- mccount when you come home to your gieat Owner.
Methinks' you of all men fhould chink Grace the
" beft commodity, and Chriltianify the beft trade, and
- - the fecuring of cverlafting happinefs, the greateft:
. - wifdom. ' How qan you live within a few inches
. .of death, and look the King of terrours in the face
- ~tvery day, withour fome well-grounded cvidences |
©of your intereft gn Godslove? O 'who would not
labour to'get out of danger? who would not think
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jt .2 blefled eftate to be beyond féars? who aadt
“take it to be an unneceffaty work, to fecurs a foul ?
is not this the onc thing'ncedfu)? what fhould.a.
. man get if he fhould gain the whole world, and
- “lofe-his own foul ? and what fhall 2. man give in
~exchange for his foul ? But you Profeflors, above
“all, it'concerns you to makeas fure as can be pofc
fible, of fomething better than you can have here
below. What a Jamentable thing would it be for
you to undergo fo many reproaches for Chrifts.
fake, to venturc your libertics, and to hazard your"
. eftates, and afterall to be left in woful ungertain-
- ties 2 Jt would be adreadful thing tolofé the corn-
forts of both worlds. O make fure work ! ‘yoyr
. pains and coft here will pay its own charges; be
' not daunted, ’tis a_thing hath beendone; whatdo
you fay ? will you take -fome ‘pains in the ex-
- amining of your heart ? will you keep any guard
- over. your felf? will you wrefile for. this blef -
- fing?. O what courage and comfort fhould you
‘be endowed with! with what & chearful coun-
~ tenance may you micet death? and how e}uicﬂy .
: lic down in your grave , being fupported with
| the hopes of a blefled Eternity, and a.:glorious
: ','\ Refupre@ion. -, L
~ But I (hall a little alter my,_ difcoufe, and turn
" my felf to the carclefs ones of the world, ~witichk
 thigk little of death, and lefs of eternity. . I had
~ ocgafion before to bewail your conditiod, and now
{3 might renew my lamentations, as fcaring that
~ what I have fpoke, or may fpeak, will have very
- ‘little operation uponyou ;. but however I ‘cannot
Teave you thus, but I maft try once more, how s
. plain_compaflionace' exhortation will prevail. O
e ‘ o B . o ¢t .ghat
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hat 1 could tell what words to fpeak, that might

cach your heart !. O that I ecould exprefs my

felf in (uch melting words that might- break the

, vc‘ry' fiones ! O that you may feel this exhorta«
tion! - .

Men, Brethren, and Fathers, give me leave

‘to let you underftand how dearly I love you,

-and to fhew my affe@ions in the moft real de-

~ monftrations that may be. Sirs, 1'am come to -

beg of you for Gods fake, to be willing to live;
I befecch you defpife not .the blefling, but accept
Chrift and falvation while they are offered. Were

it a thing poffible to be happy any other way but

"by Chrift and a holy life, L fhould fpare my la-

_bour.. Jf Glory could bc obtained upon eafier .

terms, than the Gofpel fpeaks of, I thould eafe
my f(clf and you of this tgouble. And if any
were - like to be blefled after-death, bur fuch as
. die in the Lord, I thould be the more indiffcrent
in this matters.but fince that cannot be, methioks
thofe three weighty words, Life, Death, Etemni-
 ty, fhould have a mighty influence upon you. O
. let not a-day pafs without a few ferious thoughys

of this! I nced not perfwade you to love your *

" lives, nature teacheth you to do that; but there

~x aucther life, which is hid from the world, '

3

which moft forgets O think of that! that’salife -

indeed, a life of joy, happineGs and pleafure! Death

* founds oft in the cars 5 every pafling bell tells you,
~thac. your brgath is going, and that your turn is
_'_com,in(?. and all the Coffins that ase carried by
- your:dqors, fay, preparc, do your work quickly,
-“awilk.fhortly be too late. But who underflands the

weaniag of this Preacter? whio takes any thought |

i
i
i
f
l
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~ of another life, makes ready for death, and looks
into ctanity ? O Eternity ! Eternity ! how rarely
do men think of Eternity ! O that now fome"
would begin to te wife ! Do you think yourSun
will neves fet? will your fands bg never run out?
and do you know what dyingis? thent epers
of the houfe will tremble, the windows Thall be
fhat, and inftead of the Daughters of Maufick, the -
voice of groaning, lamentation -and weeping. It
 may be death will lay his cold hand firft upon
thy fect, and bind' them, and they are ‘as cold as
© the earth, and what a damp doth this put upon
thy fpirit 2 and then you cry, oncg more fénd for’
- the Do&or, and he comesin hafte. O Sir, a world
" for breath, half my cQateto preferve my lifea-day
- o two longer ; and what anfwer doth he make *Sir,”
© ’tis but a folly to, flatter you; all the art in the
" world will not keep you alive two hours longer s
- what did you fend for me for, to a dead man?
- and fo he flings away in a rage; and how doth
~ the fainting Patient hear fuch tidings ! -O what-
- -fhall X do-! what, will all forfike me? canno bo< .
- dy help me? well, fend fox a Minifter, and what
- fatth e, Sir, how have youlived ? did you pray in
your family ? do yon - know experimentally.
~ what Regeneration is 2 what do you fay ? . Sir, 1
do not underftand that word : What, did *you ne~ .
wer hear a Sermon’in your life? were'you born in
- England? To bg regenerated is tobe born again;
- do- you know what that is ? 'O no, that’s i pof-
fible! Why then, Sir, you are in'a lamen.able
- condition indced ; you camnot live anhour longes;. *
- sud i{you dic in this ftate; you muft go to ‘Hell as -
* furc as God is in Heaven. O how doth that word
L Tl g Goo; o frike



, ’ ( 7° ).,
firike the man to the heart’! and whata flamehath
he within! and what horrour is ‘his foul filled
with! K cannot bé¢ imagined what Agonies the
foul as well as the'body ‘now labours under. Q
. that I might die the déath of the Rjghteoust and
drc all My hopes come to this? woe, woe, wot to
mé poor wretch, whither am I now going 2 where
fhall I now dwell? who (hall be my companions
for ‘ever? O that' Y had but now a litte of that
grace which I defpifed in others! but it’s now
“too late! ‘O my heart, I am pained at'my heart !,
O my breath i is going, it is juft a going ! O what
~fhall Tdo! O is too late! O what fhafl——=
" Aud thys his breath goes, and his friends come.
“yound about him, and one lifts up his-band, and
that falls down agtin like & log, ard others feel
upon his nofe, and there’s no chath,fmd then’
‘they fay he is’ gone, and o one clofeth his eyes;
and others firip him, and: iy him out, and two
daics after he is put into the grave : but where,

1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

|
\

whereis the foul? And thus onegoesafter snother,

and fhortly all this generation will be ferved thus,
And thou, O carclefs foul, as little"as thou mindeft
" all this; it may. be chou mayeft be the nexe, and
“what will ‘become of thee if death take thee unpro-

vided ! Now Sirs, what will youdo? will you go

on juft -as you did ? will you patfarfrom you the
thoaghts of the ‘evil day ? will you fhake, off the
fenfe of -this as foon -as you can ? " I helieve that
~ thisis none: of the pleafanteft difcourfts'to fome of
you: But T would "have -you t0 know' that my
bufine(¥'is not to pleafe your fancy;  bit to fave

your fouls, and to_wake you out ‘of your dead

~Tieeps and if I do'but this, I have énobgh. ~Once’
75';’: »- 5 ,”‘ «-’. T '.“' é‘ L .
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more thercfore I muft ask you what yon intend to
do; will you indeavour to liveto Chrift, that you
way die in the Lord ? or will you do.as othess
do, put off the thoughts of thefe things ¢ill it be
too late ? Is this a quettion {o hard to be an-
- fwered @ Wcll, methinks the very looks of
fome of you fpeak you to be perfons refojved, and -
by this time you are ready to.ask how you fhall do
to be of thiscnumber thae thall die in the Lord,

" _and be blefled ; how you may tradefoas to get the

" moft durable riches ;' and how you may live {0 a5 to
gain by death ? In general I anfwer, If you would
have death gain, you muft live to Chrift ; make it
yous work and .bufinefs to fecure an incexeft in

. Chiift ; let Religion run thorow allyou do; (but
‘for your fuller formation in this_ matter, T fhall
_wefer you to the latter end of my Book of Ac-
quaintance with God, which is now reprinted) at
‘prefent my advice fitall be, that yoa would follow
‘them 'who thorow faith -and patichce are the in-
“heriters of the promifc; and’ propofe to your
felves the examples of the moft eminent Chri-

“ftians; fuch as this precious young mans,. whofe
Furcral Rites we aré now olemnizings and be-

- caufe examples are very cogent, and affe@ moft,
more¢ thao precepts, 1 thall prefent you with an ac-

. count of fome of this holy young mans praices

" and experiences: Take them thercfore as I have

" gathered them by. my own experience and intimate
knowledge of him ; and asT havg.collcéted .,thcm!pu :
of many theees of his own writings. gBut letitnot -

be thoughe, 1 befeech you, that out of cuflom or

"flattery, 1 fpeak fuch' Funeral Commendations ;
“were hebuf a Common Chriftian, I would have

R Fg4 0 forbom
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forhm fpeakmg any thing of this nature for feat
- of hdrdening fingers. Y muft deal plainly; * 1 db-
ho that curfed flattery in commending, all that az¢
buncd > as if to dic and togo to Heaven wereall.
-one, Iknow many rotten pofts are guuldcd, ma-
. ny Sepulchses thatare full .cf bones, and putsified”
' fledh, ar¢ painted, and many Pyofeffors are cxtolleé
at theis death, who did no gosd while they
Tived, except it were the giving fome pitiiful pit-
tance to the poor, when (hcy could keep it no
‘Jonger. T queftion not, bue 'thae thoufends are
praifed upon carth, thag are condempned in Reavens
.and man apy‘audcd for Saints, that will be found
“aong the Devils and damncd, Expe@ it not
-therefore as athing like to be ufual with me td
- “commend dead perfons, As I would judge none,
fo. T darc gommend but’ few. This only by way of
onlo y. H}nu come to the thmg promnfcd, (o
onpo ¢ fomc imitable paﬂ'ag¢s of the life of T. M.

1, E;uﬁ He began ta look Hcavcn ward benm.s, =
. he was made to remember his Creatour in'the daies
~of his youtt® his firft convi@tions. were at about.
_twelve years 0'd, but they had no abiding impref-
onn upon hims. the great Work was begun to pur-
%1 bagween evencen. and eighteent " T fhall be
cr;:oxc brief ’hcre, b.caufc you have the account
" more full from "his own, hand. * Fhe' changc that
_ was wrought upon him did expre(s more of the
. gower of God, dnd the siches of his Brace than
-prglmazy Ehe Lord madg his work. aupon him
, \my cleay md dnﬂm&, for hc broke upoD hlS :
Ll Imc an’ axmed man, ind ook, I}!‘m‘n 34 r -
Sy Hc“, avd thc ‘3;:0.«{3 of God fct tﬂcm?dug B
o w K \ B



L3

inarray againft him, and che poifon of hisarrows
drank up His {pirits,fin did appeax in its colour to him
“as ugly as the devil, and as - dxeadful as Hell ic felf;
fo that_the foandation was laid in very deep-hu-
_mility:. O-then how frightful a thing was fih, yea

his beloved fin, the fin of gaming was made moft
loathfome and abominable, -fo that for that he
loathed himifelf in duft afhes, and looked upon
hinfeM as unworthy to- tread tpon ‘Gods grournd, -

_and had'not ‘God ordesed it (o as that the firft Ser-

mon he hcard aftér thisgreat conviction was up:.

' on that Scripture, .1 Tim. 1. 15. he had even fallen

into defpiir, but the thoughts of Gods having

mercyupon the chiceft of fintiers, did a little’ fup-

rt his foul, and gave him hopes of a poffibility of .-

- being faved. - ¢

2, This put him upon Rrong vg:oan,‘s and prayers,

- that th¢ Lord would pitty him as ever he would

pitty any poor creaturcin the World, - O that he
would pitty him; haft thou not a' bieffing for me,

~ OGod even for me, what fhall ¥ do, now I'am
~ without, God, Chrift, or Grace, my condition is
‘fach' 1 eanmot bearit, who can be conteijted. to -be

.
t

|

damned ! O pitty me, pitty'me, dear Lord, I*can-

not tel]l what in ¢he world to do; micrcy, mercy,

mercy; or.k am loft, mercy fpeedily or J amoft',
for ‘ever : ‘And o ht continted in a wayeh duty,
reading, and praying, and. inquiring, and refolving

this, to do all ‘his dayes ;' and now férewell wick-
¢d company; farewell fports and -yanity and idle--
ne6s, ‘the great bufinefs of ‘minding his foul now
{wailows him up, and-after 8 while he hath a little-
poke peace than he had, but vpon (ux}hcr\cnqui-rg
R ey GoOgle - & -an
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and waiting upoh the means, he was convinced that -

all ¢his would not do without the Righteoufnefs of

. Chrift: And this bringsme to the nexcthing,

. g. Hewas &c_p‘ly\‘convinctd/ of the abfoli;tc ne-

ceflity and excellency ‘ of Chift, and brought of
from his own righteoufoefs, to high prizings -
and admirings of Chrift ; take his own words,

¢ Andis it truc indeed, hath. Chrit done and fuffered
¢ fuch things'for thee, O my poor finful, vile,: odi-
¢ ous polluted foul, and what wilt not thou love him
“now? Oh think a Lttle what put him upan all

“this, was it any. fclf intere@t, is he any gamer by

- % thee, he got nothing. but gricf, pain and death.
¢ Omy foul it was frec, pure and undeniable love,

< that caufed him to do and fuffer what he did; -

¢ confider again O my (oul, what caufc was there -

« that he (hould make thee 3 pastaker of the bene-
<fit of his blood, what waft thou, Oh'a moft

~ *loathfome finncr, and what wilt thou not yct

_%Jove him ? O Lord, I am athamed of my own

¢ heart, that I cannot raife it to the higheft pitch of -

¢admiration of that infinite boundlefs love. O

' ¢ fick of Jove to thee, O that I could feel thee
“ warming my heart wicth that quickning . bload
* whighghou theddedt upen the Crofs ; O what fove

¢is like to that ; O my foul, & was fhed for thee

¢ whp was an cncmy, arebel, a defpifer of Chrift!

- *awake O bleffed fpinit and blow upon my foul, and
~*kindle a fire which. may bum with love to Chrift,
~“toall Etemity, Amen, Amen, .

. <love, love, love; Othat T could love thee, O Lord,
<X would fain be fick of love, O that I could dye
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4 He did upon this in a ferious and (blemn’ |
" toanner give up himfelf to the Lord in 3 Cove-
mant, (I(hall not repeat the words of this Co-
venant, becaufe they are taken verbatim out of
- my book of Acquaintance with God) and he fub-
feribed his name to it, and kept itas a witnefs be-
~fore the Lord, and to quicken his own foul to a

more clofe Walkmg with God lccordmg to the At~ :
' txdcs of thatCovcuant. » -

S. Aftcr he was gone thus far, his bowcls bcgm

" to yern,over his Chrifilefs friends, fome of which

" (X pexceive by his letters ) began to abufe him
" fot his ferioufnes, and to deride his firiGnels
* and jéer at his holinefs ;- thall 1 give you a tafte
. of his fpirit, I cannot do it'in warmer words
than his own which are as followeth.——
* 7 ¢ Yours{ reccived, but ‘whiether I dare: to thank
' you' for it, T know not, for'truly 1 cannot ex-
- Sprefs- the trouble that hath fince feifed upon my
" ®fpirit; Oh poor foul, what fhall I fay untothee?
* *Ob my bowels, my bowds they 'yern towards
" ¢thee, T am paincd, yea Iam pamcd while T think
* ¢ upon thy condition, what fhall I do for thee; what
- Sfhalt '} fay-unto theg; I conld be' contented that
~ “thefélines were writ with my very heart blood,
- *fo that they might affe& thee 5 O T had rathes
¢dye than receive another fuch leeter fyom you, 1’
¢ could not relith'i it, it was bitter, I could not fee-the
~ “mame of dear ]cfus init, how-can T thirk -
* ¢ of your blind fuperfiition, and not mourn and. la-

“‘ment over a dead foul ! you fay you are ¢ forry, amd

€ you are troubled, What isthe matter, are youforty
- ‘thtt I Ihould concern my fdf abont my foui ’
‘ar



(76)

¢ and'about yours ; you would not trouble- your
* felf about thefe things now, if not now, I pray, |
¢ when will you, at the hour of .death, at the day of |
¢ Judgement, O then it will be too late ; O now or
¢ never, dclayes arc dangerous. O Eternity, Eter-
*nity, O where: fhal] yours and my foul dwell to
¢all Eternity. Oh cither in heaven, or in hell, ci-
. ¢ther with Chrift or devils, the foul that fiss
<fhall dye ; your debt isgreat, tht juftice of God
¢ muft be fatisfied, and nothing can do it but the
<blood of Jefus, © for this precious Jefus, make
“not light of Chrift, he-is. precious, he is altoge-
« ther lovely ; T would not for ten thoufand worlds |
¢ quit my (hare in hith, and in that whichis the mat- . |
- ¢terof your fear, you complain that I have left -
- $the wayes of our fore-fathers — I fmj
¢you take the thadow for che fubflance; whatis
< the Crofs 'in’ Baptifm, . without the Baptifme of
. “the fpirit ; what good will the bowing at thé
- *name of Jefus do them, which perfecute him in
¢ his. members, and have him not formed in theic
¢ hearts— O that God would cut afundes
- “your falfe hopes, - if Chrift were in you, you J’
* would rejoyce to think that he hath been at
-*work in my foul, was I born with thefe princi- -
¢ ples which you read in my laft Letters, I.am fuse
.« was once of an other mind than now [ sm,
3¢ but blefled, yea admired be free ‘grace, which hath :
" .“made me to differ from my ‘f¢lf and others. I
. :¢am gfraid yoi underftand hot my meaning, when
- *1fpeakof love. to God -and Regeneration, -as long .
~ ““aslonly concerned my felf about the World, and
-“mpt my foul, you kindly entertained my letters;
- t but no fooner did [ fpcak of repentance, l!_lttﬁthe :
L oG : ‘affairs
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¢ affairs of our poor never-dying fouls, but then you
¢arc troubled and cannot bear it. K tell you I lay
'¢ dead almoft cighteen years, and then I had a graai~
¢ ous wound from my dear God, which made me
_“cry out where am I, I am undone, I am undone,
"*my fin will damn me. O what fhal] 1 dofor a
¢ Chrift = And at th ratc he goes on writing
“many létters, which did all breath a divine fpirit.

6. He was very fpiritual in his difcousfe, and by
that he put lif¢ into moft of them  that con~
- verfed with him 5 hew helpful w:;uhe to young-
" Chriftians ! how ready <0 hearten ¢
- wayes of God, and how able to” difcover to them
- the policies of Satan ! he was fcarce .in his clement,
" but ‘when he was doing of receiving of good,
“he fludied Mr. Herbers Paimer’s littlc Book about
- making Religiom oncs bufinefs, and he did'in a great

m up in the

- meafure put it into pra@ia : To ulg his own expref-

- fions, *¥ did,fGith he, labour to fpiritualize com-

> “mon a@ion, and. to fave God in ferving my -

¢ mafter with diligence, cheerfulnefs and faithfulnefs,

- O what refort was there of young ones to him for

“ dire@ion and advice in things which ‘they did not

“think it fo fit totrouble their Paftor with, and how
did he endeavour to feafon his fellow fervants with -

- gracc.  When he went to any of his Matlers Paeie

- ents, how diligent in "ufing of means for their re-
~covery, and how carceful to drop fomething that.
~ might t¢nd to the health of their fonls, apd as he -
- had ‘opportunity amongft the weaker and poorer
- {ort, he would prgy with them, ad O with what
- vehemency of fpint, with what fluency of cupref- -
fion, and wjth what mighty affc@ions would he do

i ?
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it 2 1 nced not tell fome of you, how helpfull he
hath been to the bodies and fouls of the fick, and up: .
on thisaccount he looked upon. it as a great mercy
that thelord had called him to fuchan employment;
- whercinbe had fuch fingulay advastages to deal with .
: r fouls about the affairs of Etermty ¢ I queflion pot

. but there are fome Randing here that have caufe fo -
_ blels. God that ever they aw his face, and I believe
that fome of you, that are young and poor will quick-

ly dearly mis him. -

- 7. He wasexceedingly raifed in duty and one that
- injoyed rare communion, .intiwacy and acquain-,
_ tance with God 5 and for about five moneths ((ashis
own papers fhew ) together, he rarely came into the
prefence of God, but he went away with fome {pe-
cial tokens of his love ; fo that he faid he could have
~been contented to have Jefs the woid at'a quaster of
-an hours warning ; Hear how his Papersfpeak 5 ¢ My
-* foul continued (if my heart do not mightily deceive
"¢ me) in a thriving condition for five moneths: O the
“$comforts that I then had, they are unfpeakable, I
- ~*feldome wentto duty, but carsyed my dear Saviour,
¢ and brought him away with me; every Ozdinance
¢'was a vifit of love; - my love to Jefus Chrift, and his
~* members whereever I faw them was not to be ex..
. Sprefied; what hatred to fin, whit zeal for Gods
. S glory, what yerning of bowels towards poar fouls
¢ in the late of nature, how beautiful were the fect
~*of the Embaffadors of peace, what a fulnefs and
-~ *fweeenefs did 1 then (cc.and fecel in Chrift, ever hus-
¢ geing after him;, and ever: fatisfied with bim, and
* “himn alone, what affcStions God-ward, what de<
 * fpifing of vifibles, what decp appachenfions of the
T U s Majelly
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- ¢ Majefty and Attributes of God, how did I walk un-

- ¢ 'weariedly with him, how did T rejoyce before him

© % with fear, and truft filially in- him with trembling !
© ¢ O what watchfulpefs over my thoughts, words and
-~ 42@ions : Indeed I was often affaulted, but Thad a

¢ faithful Ceatinel which would give warning, sad
¢ admit of none but fuch as were friends to the Lord

~ *Jefus; what low thoughts hag I of my felf, and .

* high prizings ofa naked Chrift! Oh Sir, in one word
‘1 made Religion my bufinefs, and was taken up
¢ with that which conceined the glory of God ; eve-

© Sgygrace was at firife which thould excell other in
© *its ‘a&ings 5 I could never go to market, but I,
- *could ‘experience ‘ returns of Grace .and Mercy.

In this T'have not varied two words from his own
writings in a letter that he gave me; wherein he did
gricvoufly bewail the leaft departuses of his heart
trom God,as you fhall hear in thenext. .
8. He toak fpecial noticé of his own heart, and did -
mightily béwailany declinings from that vigour that .
fornetimes he had 5 and here I (hall agam ufe his

words as they follow—— “But this did not'conti-

. ¢ gue long, it was as a‘calm before a fiorm, for-foon
" “afeer (my time being almoft out) I began to have
;  fome thoughts of my fetting up and entring -into"

¢¢he wotld 5, 'but I had no fooner imbraced tha

~ “motion, but that very day Ifeltachange in my
- < poor foul, #iz.a too too much lesting out' my

. '* thoughts upon it, which I. moft perceived in duty,
- ¢ and the devil who long waited his opportunity, did

* then, I am afraid, not only parley, but get entrance,

* ¢ through the treachery ahd deccitfulne(s of my

% wretchcd heart,and he told tme that ‘T might lfaw‘-
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¢ fully fettle my. mind upon this, it being a bufinefs of |
¢ great concernment, and that it would bebue alittle
¢ while, and #ien I (hould return tomy former tem-
‘per in fpiritual matters; upon thofe delufions my
¢ filly heart gave wa, and I found too much willing:
“nefs of foul to place its concerns in that matter, and |
¢fo.I laying dowa my watch, foon loft my former.ex-
- * periences, and every day I found my comforts on
¢ the ebbing hand, I Tecretly departed from God, and
¢darkened the light of his countenance, that did
¢ fhine fometimes upon my (oul, and had not infinite -
¢grace put a (cafonable word into your mouthto
“prevent me, how had I fallsn; and whither had I
< gone? I could not have thought it poffible that ever
" “my heart fhould dccline fo ttrangely as 1¢ did. I
¢ that form:rly could ferve my Mafter’ faithfully,
¢ cheerfully and comfortably, did it grutchingly, and
“not out of love, though Incver fell fo far, (chrough
¢grace) as to neglect any thing of his bufineffes, yet !
S 1.1oft the right principles of a&ion ; and the artof !
¢ fpiritualizing of civil affairs; .and this latted for
¢ about three moneths ; it is fcarce to be thought
¢ what perplexities I brought my felf into, by my
- *back-fliding from God ; Lhavenot time to declage
¢ things, and had I, it would be very unwelcome to
“you; true, I hope I did enjoy fome commuaion
§ with-God whenl was engaged in duties, efpecially
‘in that to be admired Ocdinance of the Sacra-
¢ ment and Prayer; but yet my comforts and duty
€ ufually ended together, ‘I hope the expzrience that :
¢ X have had of the treachery of my awa heart, will
- %make me cairy a {ence of my weakaefs and folly,
Yoas to throw my felf wholly upon the wifdom §
'of God ——= I hayc thus opened ‘my foul to'
o T Google
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; ‘lyéu,'()‘ that the Lord, who itk for his own name’ _»

““lgke fhewed metcy to me when I defcrved none,
.‘would now logk upon mein my_ low eftate, and
*confult the fame. howels of .pitty, and compaffion,
“which are infinite, paft the fins’ of, finite creatures.;’
O -that he would heal my back-flidings, and love
.‘me frecly : God is the {ame, and,changeth not,and
. *my hopes are that he will again returnand vific my, -
“foul in mercy ——— After this the Lord, was plealed.
“tocome in"again, and he found his former comforts
in fome mealure xeturining after a great: deal of pains
with his own heart, and wreltling with God : Hear
.what language he begins to fpeak again, ®
.. ¢ Bleffed be, God for what Ido enjoy, itisten thqu-
*fand times more than X deferve, I hope the dew of.
¢the fan@uary doth oft refrefh me, and the -blood of:
¢ Jefusis my cordial, when Kfic at hiis Table, he vifits,
¢ me, and his banner over me islove, 1 inay fpeak
¢ it to the glory of xich grace, that my heart-is ina
"¢ bertei frame than it was, and 1am more free from:
¢ diftra@ions in ditty,bist yet I am far from that frame;
¢ that I was once in, my diftemper it lyeth in want of -
* thiole firong affe@ions toGod : and that whigh hath.
¢made meé (o filent to youis the fear of hypocrifie ;
“1cf iy tonguethopld at any- timg out-reach my’
¢ heart. I mightbe far larger, and yet {peak none but'
his words, this I think may prove that he-was a
very curions obferver of. his own foul, and took noy,
tice of the leaft departures of his heart from God; or,
Gods abfenting of himfcif from him.” . I might tcll
you whit pains he'took to prepare for the Sacrament,,
and what exa@ncfs he uled afterwards jn taking, no-

ti¢e how his foul was affc@ed, & whepit wasnos rats, .

(ed, what car¢ did e uft €ill he found ‘afreth warmeh, -
L Goode L e
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heat and life animating of him ; ¥ might tell you
how frequent he ‘'was in that rarc duty of medic
tatioh 5 I fpeak not this withoht book, many fhees
of his meditations which I have by me fhew that he
wis no firanger td thofe fpiritual duties’ which few
underfland and fewer pradtife. -

- 9. He was greatly defirous to be reproved and
watthed over, that of the Plalmift was oft in his
mouth, and writteninhis Letter, Let the Rightcons
mite me, and it fhall be a kindnefs, and let him -
prove nie, and'it thall be excellerit Oyl, which fall
not break'my head. < ‘ '

10. He'was much exércifed in a@s of mortifica-

" tionand felf- denyal, he laboured to keep under his
body, to have the command of his paflions and affe:
 &ionrs, very teiperate, drinking water, €.

- 11, He wasfrequently praifing of God dnd fpea
“ing, well of his wayés{ indeed Hisgdeportment. wis
* fuch that he credjted Religion, and commended  the.
fervice of his great Mafter, 3nd made people o be-
Jieve that Religion was an éxcellent thing, and" he
juﬁiﬁc&"Wi@om;and was ableto fay hér wayes were
- pleafantncls, and her paths_‘péa’ce.j\‘, o ’;lf‘f

" 22, He was 3 very good Husband of time, ‘on¢
would wonder, how one could roll over fuch a del
of bufinefs as he did, not in the leaft’ negle&ing bis

~ Mafters affairs, and ‘yet that he fhould write fuch
- .packets of letters, and pen fo many Meditatjons,

© - and be fo very helpful to his brethren the young

- men ; How many Books did he read over, and g

N
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them to the purpofe, {0 as to make them his own,
fome of them five or fix times over 5 and if he had -

. nocompany ¢o dicour{e with, when he went abrosd,

. he looke oft into his Pocket Book, which was callcd :

Makmg Rcligion ones buﬁntfs

13. Hehad a ﬁrong affc&mn for the fanthlul M:~
niffers of Chriff, and was concerned whe ntheCloud
began ‘to thrcucn them, that he ingaged all: thé
Prayess he could for them that the Lord would blow

. over.chis fiorm, and 1am ready to thmk that <his
might haﬁm his cnd S

14. He wis greztly x(xatd of fpiritual pmle, to
this end ; he defired me to keep'a watch over him,
end befecched me to difcover it to him, when I d:i
at'dny time difcern the a@ings of it, but though he

~ had great.parts and gifts above his agc, yet the fence

of former fins; and his curious oblcrvance of his
bcm‘ and the fenec of free grace,kept him very low,

15. He ﬁ:cmed to be poflefled with the ‘thoughts-

. of death and Eternity. He had a firong impreflion

upon his fpirit of the neernefs of his end for about

: half a yeat before he dyed. - And,

16, He was much abovc the fcass of dt:gh and

‘, from a'deepfence of the reallity of invifibles, and

_+his propriety in them ; he thought long for poffefii-
- “onj and he could Gy 1 dcf ire to be dnffolvcd and 0
 be with Jefus. g

On the "Lords Day before he dycd He was in an

. .extafie of comfort; and felt what thofe joyes uri-
. fpcakzblc in Bdscvmg meant, in former times he had

G.z B L4
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great manifeflations of Gods love, bu nd:vc: any
~ brgke into his foul with fuch power, and. clear evi-

denccas then 5 he had as it were a profpe@ of glory,
and {ome foretafics of thac happifcfs that was pre-
pared for him before the foundations of the woxld ;
and O how did his ‘heart cven leap within him to
think that wnthm a little while he fhould fully- and
cternally. cn)oy what he now . had a litele glym#
im

0‘ v..'.w.) i"‘:" rixvd g?
. llpon Mmdcy l went to vifit him, and found
~ in,a very fweet frame, fo taken up with Heaven, that
he did cven wonder at himfelf. I am (faith he) fo
overcome with the love of Clyift and the glory of
‘Heaven, that alt manner of fear is hid from mine
¢yes, and I cannot fo much as think of Hell ; or if I
. do, it is with j joy that there .is no condemnation to
 them whichare in Chrift Jefus ;. but what do you
* think of thefe things, is it poffible that they fhould - .
‘be delufions ; O Sir, I beleech you be faithfull to my
© fou), and tell me as you will anfwer it at the barr.of:
- God what you judge of my ftate; I would'not| for
2 World be now.in a fools Paradice ; and then he told
me his experiences, and intreated me to fearch and
try him, andaggin and again he exprefled his great
joy under the apprehenfions of death, and that glo-
rious Ecernity that he was”pafling into; * I defired
< earnclily to difcom & with you (faid he) becaufe I
v‘expc& to. lofe the ufe of my realon, ang am not
‘hkc to be capable of fpeaking my,mind to you
¢4 hereafter, and then be intreated, me_to give him
“ Funeral Sermon: And all this he ‘fpoke with 25
. much cheexfulnefs g5 can well bc:magmt'd {peaking
,,pf leath 25 the moll defirable thing ; ¢ O, faithbe,
¥ thar I were but ten fimes ficker, | long to dye, 1 am
. . -l
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¢ilt, buit 1 would beiill to purpofe 5 O dear Jefuss, I
¢long;to be with thee. e et
- Ylpon Twefday, his difkemper grew much upon him;
and began a little at times to impair his intélicGuals;

and yet by fits he would fpeak excellently of: the

things of God 5 being asked whether he was willing -
to dye, heanfwered, ¢ That Eterfiity was too lit<
¢ tlefor him to praife God in for his rich mercy to

< ¢ fuch apoor creatusc as he was, that the Lord fhoald -

¢ preparefuch an inheritance among(¥ the Saiats in
¢.glory for him, and.that hislife was hid with Chirift,
* and that when Chrift: who was his life thould ep<
¢, pear, he alfo fhould appoas with him: in glory ¢’
/Fhis morning he prayed for and exhorted thofethae
werein thefamily, to prepare to meet him in gloxy.
» Upon Wednefday when he had amy intermiffions 3
he broke o‘utinto({uth' expreflions as thefe. . Dear.
¢ Jefus, what art thou doing,preparing Manfions for -
¢ me ? I am coming fweet Jefus, I am coming,———
‘It is but alittle while, a lutle thread; and when that
- is-cat, Lfhall be fafc in glory. - Being very il he faid, -
€ What if I thould live two houss, or two dayes,
¢ whatis that toa glorious Eternity ?. Death, what is

-$itbut a Porter to open Heaven-gate for me2 “—=v h
-¢What isall the World compared: to that Crown

¢ which I fhall recéive ? —————Bcing asked how-he
-did, ‘he anfwered very well, one fanding by faid
10, you are very ill; he replyed, ¢ Fknow Lam very
*fick, but I{ay L am well, becaufeT am as God would
¢ have me be. When I came to him in the afternoon,
I found him exceeding ill, and bettaying fome weak-
nefs in his iftelle€bals, and his difcourfe being very.
impertinent ; I faid o him,. your language . was
wont to be fpiritval, but réow you forget your felf:
. : 3 S
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* ¢ i tyue. Sit, faid he, bue you know what the con-
« dition of my body now is, bleffed be God the root
¢ of matter isin me.  After this he was very fill
quict whileft | read to him, and "feemed. to _be much
pleafed at the reading of the fifty fourth, and 6hy
fifeh of Ifsiab, m avery rational ‘sccount of
. any fpiritual queftion that was put.to him, and v
defirous that T thould pray with him. cq
.. \tpon Thsrfdsy becaufe of extraordinary bufines
of my own I could not be prefent with him. )
~ Upon Fridisy he was taken fpeechlefs for many
hours together, but according to our Prayers at laft
berecovered the ufc of his reafon more than before, -
and could fpeak that we might well utnderfland him ;

~*_then T asked him how he did, he anfwered me Siill

slive— Aftera confiderable paufe he cryed out Graciows
Father, thy Will be dome.  Then I gpencd feveral Seri-
ptutes to him, which fpeak the bicfled fate of Suints -
. in snother World, 'and when I ask;& him whether -
. he did underfand me; He anfwered,: Tes, Yes, and
wept {cveral times for joy. Now the Symptomes of
*death approaching came upon him, (carce any pulfe,

- andadying fweat, and thelaft words that J heard

him (peak were Glory, Glory After that he

" contipued in very great Agonies, and his pangs were

frong, till about 1 of the Clock, then he flept in

Jefus - being exceedingly lamented by the young
men of his Society, niany of which-were about him.
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