RELATING TO THE

MUCH LAMENTED DEATH, AND SOLEMN FUNERAL OP

QUEEN MARY.

TO

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

RACHAEL, LADY RUSSEL.
MADAM.
J|_ Can be at no loss for inducements to prefix your ladyship's name
to this discourse. I know the subject is grateful to you, and if I
only give you the occasion hereby of revolving in your mind this sub
lime context, you will entertain yourself from it, with more enlarged
and exalted thoughts, than this discourse, especially confined within
so narrow limits, can suggest.
And your ladyship knows so much of the incomparable queen,
I reckon you, Madam,
that you can the more easily believe the rest.
a great frequenter of that assembly above, to which she is now ad
You have, besides the greater attractives that are common
joined.
to all serious Christians, a very peculiar one, to draw your mind of
ten thither.
joint-root with you is there by trans plantation, and a

A

noble branch, from you both, and in whom two illustrious families
All indeed that
meet, is, under your care, shooting upwards also.
have true honour for him, will earnestly covet he may be long service
able to the most valuable purposes, in this world ; and that, by the
blessing of heaven upon his approaching nuptials (with one from
whom may be expected all that so sweet and tender a bud, now be
ginning to open, can promise) he may, in due time, spread forth
many branches, that may flourish here j but it is to be hoped he will
be found to have a greater mind, than can be confined to so low,
and little a thing, as this earth is.
The thought may much the better be digested, that terrestrial nup
tials will some time end in funerals ; if once, by God's prescribed
methods, it can be made certain to us also, that those funerals shall
end in celestial triumphs.
Your ladyship's eyes (which better serve for heaven, than earth)

being observably much directed upward, will give aim and direction
to theirs, who depend upon you, to look the same way ; and withal
draw down from thence continual blessings upon yourself, and them.

Which

is

the serious desire, and hope of,

MADAM,
Your Ladyship's most Obedient,
and Obliged Humble Servant,
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Heb. xn.

And to
JLjET me

the spirits

invite

23. latter part.

ofjust

men',

made perfect.

back your eye to the foregoing words, that

But ye are
the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of
To the general assembly, and church of the
angels, ver. 23.
written in heaven, and to God the judge
which
are
first-born,
of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect.
have had this last week a public solemnity, that was be
comingly great and magnificent, upon a sad and mournful oc
casion, the last act of a doleful scene that hath lasted many
weeks. You know I have taken notice to you (my usual hear
are in nearer connection with

these,

come unto mount Sion, and unto the

ver. 22.

city of

We

and saddest, the leading part in this tragedy,
nor
would I have this last to pass us, without
;
some instructive observation and remark. Jt will the more in
or if only taking a due (not,
struct us, the less it detains us
I mean, a slight and too hasty, but yet a transient) notice of
what was in its
it, we be prompted by it to look forward, from
own kind most deservedly great, to what is incomparably great

ers) of the first,

once and again

;

er, in a

more excellent kind.

In such a funeral solemnity, for so great and excellent a perso-
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nage, there is what may most fitly entertain awhile ; there is not
that which ought finally to terminate a wise and a judicious
eye.
Honours done to the memory of great persons deceased have,
by the wisdom of all nations, been counted decencies, and

even debts ; when especially the deceased have been some
time, and might have been much longer public blessings
Then indeed it is that such rites are most fitly (as they are
But we are too prone to be taken only
usually) called Justa.
with the mere pomp of such spectacles, and, which is the in
firmity of our too degenerate spirits, to be wholly possessed
with fanciful ideas ; as those were intimated to be, which were
from a spectacle of the same common kind, though on a very di
verse occasion, by that elegant expressionism voX\w Qamo-ias,
Acts.
25 23. such as do but amuse our imagination,
awhile, but must of course vanish, and cannot stay long with
But we need that somewhat greater, and too latent to
us.
strike our eye, should another way enter, and teach our mind;
making such expressions there, as may claim an abode, and
that ought to remain, and dwell with us.
You read of a very
solemn funeral, Gen. 1. The whole country into which the
march was made, was amused at the state and greatness of
that mournful cavalcade, wherein it is said, ver. 9. there were
That
chariots, and horsemen, even a very great company.
which you have many of you so lately seen, and no doubt all of
you heard of, was a most august funeral solemnity ; such as
whereof less concerned foreign spectators might say, as the
canaanites by mistake did of that, ver. 1 1
This is a grievous
:

.

mourning

to the Egyptians.

anciently the most celebrated mourners,
in all the world, in re
spect of their funeral rites, and of their monuments for the
dead^Diod. sj c> \ m \ .) o f which they are said to have taken more
care than of the habitations of the
living 5 accounting these
they were to inhabit only a short time, but those they reckoned

They were indeed

for

such as died from amongst them,

their atims o/xy, their eternal habitations.

An

imagination,

which how wild soever it were of the habitations of souls
(which only could be supposed capable of being pleased with
them) yet implied their belief of their immortality, whereof

some have,
rod.

groundlessly, thought them the first assertors. (He
But the Canaanites were, as was intimated,
Euterp.)

mistaken in apprehending that to be
chiefly an Egyptian mourn
The true Israelites (those that were such indeed) were
the true,
Concerned mourners. The father of Israel was dead,
as now with us, the mother.
A political, though not a natu
ral, nor merely an economical one
a mother, not in the
narrower and more minute, but in'the
larger and most noble
ing.

:
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not of a single family only, but of nations. The Egyp
make up the shew in that mourning, but were
the
probably
prepared (as their posterity were the active) instru
ments of the slavery and misery of that people ; with whom
they were now seeming sharers in lamentation.
Ours was a mourning not less grievous than theirs, not more
grievous than just to the English nation, that is, to whom the soil
and the genius are together native, that are not of an Egyptian
sense

;

tians assisted to

Unto which, as things happen (to its power, or to its
impotency) there is a radical innate disposition, either to make
There is a sort of people (as was once
slaves, or to be such.
born to slavery, to whom it is a birthright.
said)
They
have it in their natures, and no other state, as he most aptly
spake,
(Plin. Paneg.) is agreeable or becoming to them.
spirit,

Quos non

decet esse nisi servos.

They know

not what to do

with liberty, any more than that silly creature that used to haunt
the dunghill, with the pearl. Therefore they can but suitably
No irons can be heavier,
value the restorers and assertors of it.
or less tolerable to them, than a generous, and a Christian state
of freedom. Therefore if none else will do them the kind office
to put

them

into gentler shackles, they

grow so unnaturally
bon

cruel, as to shackle themselves, in the ignoblest sort of
Prov. 5. 22. They are held in the cords of their
dage.

own

and make the chain, whereby they are to be dragged.
(Sen. Trag.) Brutish appetites and inclinations are to them se
verer taskmasters, than it can ever be in their power to become
to others.
They can themselves, at the utmost, but domineer
over other men's externals ; but these have subdued their wills,
and tyrannize in their very minds.
Thus it is with them in relation to their governing, and tfyeir
being governed ; and their policy and religion come both out of
the same mint. To them this season of sorrow is a time of fes
tivity, and laughter, who, when they have suffered a more mon
strous transformation themselves, can easily turn the house of
sins,

mourning into that of mirth. Eccles. 7 4. The wise man tells us
what sort of people they are, whose heart is in this latter house;
and what is to be thought of such mirth and laughter chap. 2.
2.
And indeed without a serious repentance (by which men
do resipiscere, or become wise) theirs is like to prove the Sar
donic 's laughter, a certain prelude to death and ruin.
But it is to be hoped, this sort of men do dwindle into a not

much regardable paucity. The current of the

nation runs against

them, which must turn and constrain them to fall in with it.
We
For, we had upon the late sad occasion a panegyris.
find that word in the intrqductive part of the text, and though
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other
more commonly applied to a multitude, gathered
occasions, it disagrees not to that orderly great concourse on
that mournful occasion, a general assembly, that is a national
to mourn ; a nation assembled, and
one, met then on
it Is

purpose

mourning

in their representative.

It

was decent

it

should be

a sorrow were with no eonso, a loss so national, so general
and expressed. Our mourn
gruity otherwise to be represented
ing was therefore by all the estates of the kingdom, the head

only mourning, with greater and more decent majesty in retire
ment, or being (as is usual in solemn mournings) hid, and co
vered on that day. So was the whole legislature concerned in
that sorrow, as if it were ordained by statute, or as if our
mourning were as that for an excellent prince also (2. Chron.
35. 25.) by an ordinance in our Israel and as if our tears and
lamentations were, as before they were by merit, to be also
Death marched in state and triumph that
made due by law
day, the king of terrors took the throne, and filled that part
which it had made vacant, having plucked away from thence
not only so bright an ornament, but so glorious an instrument,
in our government ; and all the orders of the realm, as captives,
attended the chariot of the conquerer.
England had lost its
No
delight, its pleasant comeliness, and even half its soul.
to
such
a
but
a
national
could
case,
thing
correspond
groan,
as of an half-expiring kingdom, ready almost to breathe its last,
and give up the ghost,
It must be confessed, our just tribute to the memory of our
admirable queen can never be said to be fully paid; nor can
this discourse leave out occasional reflections that may be of
this import.
But my present design is to endeavour our minds
may be drawn upwards, and to make that improvement of this
most instructive providence, unto which this chosen text will
Not to entertain you with her character, and praises
direct.
it is the same
(for
thing to characterize, and to praise her) that
part is performed in divers excellent discourses, which I have
read, as I believe many of you have, and I hope with fruit as
well as approbation ; and (as there is cause) with great admi
ration of the divine goodness, that so illustriously shone forth
in her, and that vouchsafed, so long, to intrust the people of
England with so rare a jewel, whose lustre, was yet exceeded
by its real virtues.
By which also we may make our estimate
of the displeasure wherewith it is so soon withdrawn, and
caught away from us, so as to entertain the age (as our divine
Herbert) with a mirth but opened, and shut tip again a
burning and a shining light (for so she also was in a true sense,
and in her proper sphere) in the light whereof we rejoiced but
;

!

a season.
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But every such providence hath

its

dark

side,

and

22$
its

bright,

View it downward as it looks upon us who remain beneath,
and we behold blackness, and darkness, and a horrible tem
Such a state of things we may fear our queen hath left
pest.
unto us who stay below, while we do so. But look we upon it
upwards, whither she is ascended, and whither we are profes
sedly tending, and are in some sort come, if we be followers of
them, who through faith, and patience have inherited the pro
and we find it is to momtf Sion, and unto the city of
mises
;

die living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable
company of angels, to the general assembly, and church of the
first-born, which are written in heaven, and to God the judge
of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect. And hi
ther (that we may fetch instruction out of terror, out of the
eater meat, and life out of death) let us bend and apply our
selves.

We

have had a mournful sad solemnity and assembly, though
decently pompous and great ; England's glory clad in sables,
and glittering in a cloud. But now let us lift up our eye, and

endeavour it may penetrate through this darkness, and behold
the glorious spectacle which this context presents us with.
Funeral solemnities, even for pious and holy persons, and that

were of greatest use

in the world, are dull

and gloomy specta

cles, if they are only considered in their retrospection, without
prospect; or if they only solemnize their exit out of this world

of ours, but be understood to have no reference to their ascent

and entrance into the regions of immortality and bliss above.
And, without this, we see ourselves out done by the Egyptians
themselves, with whom their funeral apparatus had reference
to a subsequent immortality.
These words are illusive, and promiscuously refer, partly to
things known and famous among the Greeks, but are more
principally accommodate to these Christian Israelites, or He
brews, to whom they are writ (and in a scheme of speech, fa
miliar and well known to them) have respect to their passage
out of Egypt (as the 3d and 4th chapters of this epistle also
have) towards the land of their promised inheritance, whereof
the remains of their venerable ancestor and head, holy Jacob,
or Israel, had by divine instinct and direction, in that mention

ed solemn funeral procession been conveyed before, to take a
$ort of typical and prophetical prepossession of it for them.
They are in the whole a figure, an allegory, which is expounded,
Gal. 3.

In their way to their

come

mount

Canaan, this people
of their Jewish church
state, under rigorous severities, which they were to pass from;
The text expresses what they were come,
SQ sJW} we
to

Sinai.

terrestrial

The emblem
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whereof hath a double re
to, the representation
state and constitution of the Chris
the
to
intermediate
ference,
tian church, and final to the heavenly state ; the former being
both a resemblance, and some degree of the latter.
Ye are come (saith he) to mount Sion, the seat of the sacred
the habitation of the divine presence, not
temple, the shecinah,
tabernacle
the
as
was, while they were journeying
ambulatory,
the wilderness, but the fixed residence of the eternal

were tending

through
of worship was to be continued, to the
King, where the order
fulness of time ; as afterwards in the Christian church it was to
be permanent, and unchanged to the end of time ; and in the
eternal.
And here, in opposi
heavenly state unalterable and
tion to the case at mount Sinai, where the people were to stay
beneath the mount (whereas they were to go up to the house
of God, on mount Sion) they are now to ascend, and be higher
than heaven ;f as their glorious Head, and Lord is said to be ; J
to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to
wherein God will have his people be to him,
signify the vicinity
as Jerusalem was to Sion, their houses and dwellings being
And this passage
near to his own, the city to the temple.
mav also look back upon their former state ; whereas they had
To
heretofore nothing but wilderness, they had now a city.
which that also agrees, Heb. 10, 16. Their earlier progeni
tors were wanderers and strangers even in Canaan itself, but
now God had prepared for them a city in the heavenly Canaan,
But lest their minds should
as before he did in the earthly.
them
he
lets
know he means the hea
external
the
in
sign,
stay
venly Jerusalem, that is, the Christian church, which was the
kingdom of heaven begun ; and heaven itself, as being that
kingdom, in its final and consummate state. To an innumera
of angels, /*vf /o-<v, which though in the singular it
number ; being here put plurally, may well
a
definite
signifies
be understood to signify indefinitely a numberless multitude : or
whereas some selected sqadrons might only attend the solemni

ble

company

ty of giving the law at mount Sinai, here is the whole heavenly
host, whose stated office it is to guard the church below, and
to the general assem
worship the Majesty of heaven above:
bly, the Travjyyf/r the glorious confessus of all orders of
sed spirits 5 which as it may be supposed constant, at all

bles

times,

is as supposable to he more
frequented and solemn at some,
and whither any may resort, as quick as the glance of an
eye or
a thought ; and perhaps do at appointed seasons, so as to make
more solemn appearances before the throne of God, as the laws

so

rw
^

ovpxvov

Chrys.

Ex< p^o5

iii

evr&vQx

loc.

jHeb.

trohis. Id. ibid.

vii.

26.
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dnd usages of that blessed world shall require. And we may
well understand here an allusion to the appointed time, at which
there was a resort from all parts of Judea to Jerusalem ; and
as in the Christian church are, at set seasons, more numerous
and solemn assemblies. Here may also be an allusion to the
Panathenaica, the more general conventions of all the people
of Athens, upon some solemn occasions, which were wont to
be called iroMyvps. These can be referred to but as faint re
semblances and shadows (whether they were the Jewish, or the
Grecian assemblies) of this universal conversation, that fills the
vast expanse of heaven ; in comparison whereof not only this
earth of ours but the whole vortice, to which it belongs,
can be considered but as a very minute spot or point. The inha
bitants that people those immense, pure and bright regions., in
their grand stated solemn assembly, make the term to which
holy souls, ascending from among us, are continually coming.
And here with what ineffable pleasure must these pure celes
tial intelligences, all filled with light, wisdom, life, benigni
ty, love, and joy, converse with one another ; behold, reve
rence, love, worship, and enjoy their sovereign Lord, display
ing his glory perpetually before them, and making his rich im
mense goodness diffuse itself, and flow in rivers of pleasure
little

most copiously among them

!

The church

of the first-born written in heaven.
These all
constitute but one church, of whatsoever orders those blessed

And they are all said to be first-born, the church
here meant consisting only of such, in whom the divine life,
or the holy living image of God hath place ; they having all
the privileges which did belong to the first-born, the inheri
for all God's
tance, the principality, and the priesthood
sons are also heirs, Rom. 8. 17And they are all made kings,
spirits are.

:

and

1.
6.) having all their crowns, which they often
before the supreme King ; and their employment be
ing perpetual oblation of praise, adoration and all possible ac
knowledgement to him. They are all of excellent dignity, and
every one enrolled so that none have a place there, by over

cast

priests, (Rev.

down

We

sight, casualty, or intrusion.
allusion to what citizens need not

must here understand an
told, the known custom

be

of registering such as were civ itate donati, or made free.
And to God the judge of all. This may have reference to
that office of the judge in the. Olympic concertations, to whom

belonged to determine who were victors, and to whom the
Here the privilege is,
garlands or crowns were justly due.
that they whose cause is to be tried, are sure of righteous judg
ment, and that they may approach the enthroned majesty of
heaven itself. None of them are denied liberty of access to the
it
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throne of glory above, as in the Christian church none are to
the throne of grace below.
And to the spirits of just men made perfect. This shews they
all make but one church, even such spirits as have dwelt in
flesh, being received into the communion of those whose dwel
And, in the mean time, those that
ling never was witli flesh.
yet continue in these low earthly stations, as soon as the prin
life have
place in them, belong, and are
ciples of the divine
related to that glorious community ; for they are said to be al
ready come thereto, and all together compose but one family.
For there is but one paterfamilias^ of whom the whole family
in heaven, and earth is said to be named, Ephes. 3. 15.
Now
tor the encouragement of Christians unto a faithful perse ve
ranee, through all the difficulties of this their present conflict
imperfect state, is this glorious representation made of
the blessed issue, their labours and sufferings shall have at
ing,

last.
Whither they shall be gathered at the finishing of their
course, and how (locllike, how worthy of himself the end shall
be, into which he will run up all things, when the state of

probation and preparation

and the

is

over with his intelligent creatures,

permanent eternal state conies to take place ;
is final, can admit no more
which, because
changes, and
because it is perfect, can no more need any.
Hither christians are to come, and in some sense the sincere are said to be,
come already. And now upon this part of the term of their
stable,

it.

that they are come to (the spirits of the just
are to stay awhile, and shall consider, f
L The perfection the spirits of the just do finally arrive to,
in their future state.
il. In what sense, sincere Christians^ in their present state, can
be said to be come to them, who are so made perfect: And then
access, namely,

made

III.

perfect)

we

Add some

reflections.

For the former of these, we may easily admit this
being made perfect to be an agonistical phrase, as some of great
note and worth have expounded it; and unto which that in the
I.

beginning of this chapter, of running the race set before us (as.
though he had said, the way laid out between the lines on
each hand) doth plainly lead us. But it should hereupon be
remote from us to think, that a mere relative dignity, or any
external honours, are the things we must principally under
stand to be conferred, or which these adept i must 'be now
It is a real, inward, subjective
thought to have obtained.
which
all
become most excellent creatures,
perfection, by
they
that must be chiefly meant.
Perfection, taken in the moral
sense, doth, in tfie language of the holy Scriptures, contain a
threefold gradation.
1 .
At the lowest, sincerity ; as when our Saviour propo-

HKAVEN A STATE OP PERFECTION*,

227

Mat. 19. 21. If he would be perfect,, to
sell all he had, and give to the poor, following him, with the
expectation of no other reeompence but of a treasure In heaven.
If a man's soul be not in a disposition to comport with such
terms, upon a sufficient signification of our Lord's pleasure,
that he shall now do so ; or if at any time this be the case,

ges to that querist,,

that he must either forego all this world, and even life itself,
or else renounce Christ and Christianity :
he is not yet in a
He hath not taken the
right posture towards his last end.
for his God, and best good ; his heart more strongly ad
heres to this present world.
But if he have arrived hither,
which is his first step, resolving upon his true and right end!,
which he will supremely pursue, against whatsoever. competi
tion of less valuable things j
he is now, in the lowest sense,
that
a
resolved,
is,
perfect,
thorough Christian.

Lord

2.
An eminent improvement, greater maturity in divine
As when the
knowledge, and all other Christian virtues.
apostle, blaming the slower progress of the Christian He
brews, chap. 5. 13, 14. that they were yet so unskilful in
the word of righteousness, and only capable of milk,, not the
strong meat, fit for persons come to a more grown age, nor
had their senses as yet well exercised, Sec. he exhorts them,
chap, 6. 1. leaving the first principles of the Christian doc
trine, to go on to perfection
3. The third is the consummate state of a Christian: so is a per
fect man expounded by being come to the measure of the sta
ture of the fulness of Christ.
That state, to which all gifts
our
given by
ascended, conquering, crowned Redeemer ; the
whole gospel, the apostolate, the entire ministry, the whole
frame and constitution of the Christian church, all evangeli
cal truths and institutions, with whatsoever illuminations and
influences we can suppose superaddcd to all these, have ulti
mate and final reference. And the state to which all shall
.

come, (Eph. 4. 8,
13.) is this most perfect state,
whereof the apostle says of himself, that he had not
I do not
yet attained, nor was already perfect, Phil. 3.12.
reckon the mere natural perfection, either of the inner or
outer, man, to be here necessarily excluded ; but that the
moral is chiefly intended, and of that the ultimate consummative degrees, still reserving room for such additions as will fol
low "the final judgment.
in respect

And

I doubt it is not enough considered, how much the fe
of
the future state depends upon such perfection of the
licity
subject of it.
Concerning the object of felicity, we are agreed
it can be no other than the hlessed God himself, the all-com

prehending goodj

fully

adequate to the highest and most en-

228
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But the contemperation of our fa
larked reasonable desires.
culties to the holy, blissful object, is so necessary to our satis
fying fruition, that without that we are no more capable there-^
of, than a brute of the festivities of a quaint oration, or a
stone of the relishes of the most pleasant meats and drinks.
That meetness, which the apostle speaks of, Col. 1. 12. To
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light ; is of no
small importance to our participation itself.
are too apt to fill our minds with ideas of a heaven
made up of external, out-side glories, forgetti ng we must
have the kingdom of God within us, hereafter, in its perfect,
a kingdom that consists in
as well as here, in its initial state
a
universal
first,
holy rectitude of all our
righteousness,
powers ; then consequently in peace, and joy. The perfect
cure of all the distempers of our spirits, and a confirmed most
perfectly happy temper, is of most absolute necessity to the
blessedness of the heavenly state ; and without it any imagin
ed external glory will signify no more to our satisfaction, than
rich and gorgeous apparel can give the desired content and
ease to an ulcerous diseased body ; or (as the Plutar. moralist
speaks) a diadem to an aching head, a gay slipper to a pained
foot, or a gold ring to a sore finger.
Let a soul be supposed actually adjoined to that glorious as
sembly, and church above, that is yet unacquainted with God,
strange, and disaffected to him, alienated from the divine life,
still carnally minded, loving most, and looking back with a
lingering eye towards this present world and state of things, full
of pride, haughtiness, and self-magnifying thoughts, of envy,
wrath, hatred, contentiousness, of deceit, guilefulness and
dissimulation, filled with ravenous lusts, and inordinate, in
satiable desires after impossible things ; such a soul will only

We

:

seem

to have mistaken its way, place, state, and
company,
and can only be a fit associate for devils, and infernal spirits.
Its condition would be equally uneasy to itself, and all about
it; the outrage of its own lusts and passions would create to it
a hell, in the midst of heaven, arid be to it as a thousand
devils, both for wickedness, and for torment.
But to give you a summary of this internal perfection of the
spirits of just men, in their most perfect state, I cannot give
you a fuller and more comprehensive one than is expressed in
those few words.
1 John.
3. 3.
We shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is. Where are two things conjoined,

that together express the perfect state of these blessed
spirits,
likeness to God ; and the vision of him.

And

these two are so connected, as to admit of a twofold
either that this likeness to God be
;

reference each to other
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Considered as preparative for the vision of him, and so that the
latter words be considered as an argument of the former,
namely, that because it is designed we shall live in the perpe
tual vision of God, it is therefore necessary we should be like
him, .without which we can be no way capable of such a sight,
or of beholding so bright a glory.
Or else, that the vision of
God be perpetually productive of this likeness to him ; and so
that the latter words be understood not only to contain an ar
gument, whence we may conclude this likeness must be, but
also to express the immediate cause by which it is.
As the
form of expression will admit either of these references, so I
doubt not the nature of the tiling will require that we take them
There could be no such vision of God as is here
in both.
meant, if there were not some previous likeness to him, in our
former state. And when, in our final state, we are first ad

mitted to that beatific glorious vision, by that means, we

may

reasonably understand will ensue the perfection of that likeness.
Whereof also it is to be considered, that vision (which spoken
of the mind is knowledge) must not only be taken for a cause,
but a part ; for the image of God is at first renewed (and with
equal reason must be supposed at last perfected) in know
ledge Col. 3. 10.
This image or likeness of God therefore, if we consider the
natural order of working upon an intelligent subject, must as
to that part of it which hath its seat in the mind or understand
ing faculty/, be caused by the immediate irradiation of the di
vine light and glory upon that, and be the cause of the rest.
]But both together are the inherent subjective perfection of
these blessed spirits of the just, and comprehend all that be
longs to this their moral perfection ; the latter being itself also
virtually comprehended in the former.
The vision of God therefore, or their perfect knowledge of
him, with whom they must ever have most of ail to do, as
the principal object of their fruition and enjoyment, must be
the primary and the leading thing in this their perfection ; for
no doubt it is that perfection which directly concerns their ul
timate satisfaction and blessedness, which is here intended,
with which their eternal employment is most conjunct and
complicated, as we shall after see. They enjoy, and adore the
same blessed object at once, and in doing the one, do the other.
And besides the knowledge of him, there must be by his beams,
and in his light (Psal. 36. 9.) the perfect knowledge of all that
it is needful or
requisite they should know 5 without which,
since all their enjoyments in the heavenly state must be in.
their first rise intellectual, it would be impossible they should
And that this perfection
jever perfectly enjoy any thing at all.
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of just men's spirits is intended to be summarily comprehend
ed in the perfection of their knowledge, is more than Intimat
ed, by that series of discourse which we find,, 1 Cor. 13. 9,
the apostle, comparing the imperfection of our pre
12.
sent, with the perfection of our future state, sums up all in
That we know now but in part, and that then we shall
this :

But the perfection of this knowledge
as we are known.
ie seems more to state in the manner of knowing, than in the
extent and compass of the things known. That in this latter
doubt who con
respect it rnay admit of increase, they cannot
sider the finite capacity of a created mind, and the mighty ad
vantages we shall have for continual improvement, both from
the clear discovery of thing*, in that bright and glorious light,
and from the reeeptrveness of our enlarged and most apprehen
But that state can admit of no culpable ignorance,
sive minds,
Bor of any that shall more infer infelicity, than include sin-.
take this per
Therefore now to speak more distinctly,
fection of the spirits of the just to be principally meant of their
moral perfection, such as excludes all sin, and all misery^ as
morality comprehends and connects together sanctity, the goodjsess of the means ; and. felicity,, the goodness of the end : the
former most directly,, but most certainly inferring the latter.

$mow

We

If therefore we say this Is their sinless perfection,* we say alt
that the case requires. In that it is said to be the perfection of
spirits, it mast indeed suppose al! that natural perfection which
belongs to such a sort of creatures., as such, in their own
kind. But inasmuch as the specification is added (of the just)
it is their moral
perfection, or most perfectly holy rectitude,
from which their blessedness is inseparable, that seems ulti
mately intended. But now whereas this their ultimate perfec
tion hath been said to be virtually contained and summed up
in knowledge, we are hereupon to consider how this may ap
pear to be a complete summary of all such perfection. And

nothing can more evidently appear, if you join together. The
true matter or object,, and right manner or nature of this know
ledge.

The

it must be, not omnict scibut whatsoever they can be obliged
or concerned to know, or that is
requisite to their duty and
felicity ; all that lies within their compass, as they are crea
tures, that in such a distinct sphere, or in their own proper
order, are to correspond to the ends of their creation, that is,
to glorify the Author of their
beings, and be happy in him.
Infinite knowledge
belongs not to tbem, is not competent to
their nature, nor
necessary either to their employment, or to
their blessedness in the
heavenly state. Whatsoever knowledge

(1 .)

true and proper object of

%ile3 all that

may he known ,
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will be included in this their final

perfection,
It is, by the way, to be observed how this matter is expressed? made perfect, which signifies our arriving to this perfecti
on out of an imperfect state. We were created with an origin
sufficient to a state of probation.
al perfection,
By our
all have sinned, and
we
became
imperfect,
sinfully
apostacy
come short of the glory of God, Rom, 3. 23. We have been
put upon a new trial by our Redeemer. Their perfection, who
have run out their course, is, by the grace of God, and by his
methods, restored, and improved to its just pitch. They are
now, their trial being over, set in a consummate rectitude to
wards the ends of their creation; and herein are endowed with
all the knowledge they need, namely, of such things as, ia
Deference to those ends, they can any way be concerned with.
With the blessed God himself they are most of all concern
Therefore
ed, for him they are eternally to adore and enjoy.
that their perfection should be virtually included in divine
knowledge, is congruous to the state of their case, and to die
language of the holy Scriptures ; which expresses their most
perfect state by the vision of God, in the mentioned 1 John, 3,
Which phrase is not
2. and Mat. 5. 8. Heb. 12. 14. &c.
borrowed from the sight of the eye, and transferred to that of
the mind, at random, or without (most probable) design.
It
most aptly signifies the great facility of this knowledge that
it is not toilsome, there is little labour in it, it is not such as
it is but intuition, not a cautious,
;
wary
ratiocination, wherein we use to be very solicitous, lest we draw
do very easily, and
any irregular or untrue consequences.

requires great pains

We

on the sudden, without suspicion, or fear of error, only be
hold what is offered to our view. This is a great perfection of

mind with these blessed spirits,

to be capable of

knowing the

greatest things so easily, and so soon, to know by seeing.
And their aptness hereto is a moral perfection, for the clear
ness of the discovery infers their greater obligation to attend,
and not to divert from what shall cost them so little. The
blessed God's manifestation of himself, in that brightest and

most glorious light, is not only evidently supposed, for in hjs
can we see light, ^Psal. 36. 9.) but it is emphatical
Cor. 13. 12. of
ly expressed in the before- mentioned text,
seeing face to face; which signifies, on his part, gracious
vouchsafemcnt, his offering his blessed face to view, that he
hides it not, nor turns it away, as here sometimes he doth, in
And his face means even his most conspicu
just displeasure.
ous glory, such as, in this state of mortality, it would be mor
for no man, not so divine a man as Moses
tal to us to beheld
light only

1

:
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And it signifies, on
could see his face and live.
their part who are thus made perfect, their applying and turn
ing their face towards his, namely, that they see not casually,
but eye to eye, by direct and most
fortuitous
or

himself,

glances,
by
on their part, implies
voluntary intuition ; which therefore,
moral perfection, the will directing and commanding the eye,
and upon unexpressible relishes of joy and pleasure forbidding
Here our ignorance
is diversion, holds it steady and intent.
of God is culpable, being voluntary, not liking to retain him in
^

our knowledge, Rom. 1. 28. There our knowledge is inand always,
culpable and sinless, being chosen, purposed,
for its most proper ends, the perfect adoration
principally,
and fruition of the blessed object we so fixedly behold, and so
earnestly covet to know.
that the very fruition of the blessed
the holy Scripture includes in our vision of
him, is not only our very blessedness itself, but it is our duty
It is a thing enjoined us, and comprehended in that first
too.
and great commandment : Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
It is also

fit

to be noted,

God itself, which

and soul, and might, and mind ; which
without a complacential acquiescence,
do,
perfectly
arid final rest of their will in him, as the best, the most per

with- all thy heart,

who can

And hereupon, though
and all-comprehending good ?
wont to distinguish our glorifying God, and enjoying
him they are most manifestly co-incident, and but notiFor in this our fruitive acquiescence or will in
onally distinct.
him stands our highest veneration, our most practical, most
significant acknowledgement and testimony concerning him,
as the highest, the most complete, and most absolutely perfect
good 5 in that we seek no further, but take up our final rest in
him. This is to give him the proper glory of his godhead, to
And therefore this being the fullest sense
glorify him as God.
of that great and summary command, it is only a commanding
us to be happy.
As, on the other hand, the misery of the in
telligent creature is his greatest, and most injurious iniquity,
an aversion of will from the blessed God, a testimony against
him, as none of the best good, and the greatest
indignity
which created nature can put upon him, who is goodness itself.
Thus then is the knowledge or vision of God, even as it is frui
But the divine knowledge, more at
tive, a moral perfection.
large, of these holy spirits, though it be principally conversant
about God, as its noblest object; excludes not their
applying
their minds to other objects too, according to their concern
ment with them. And yet,
fect,

we

are
;

(2.)

How aptly this perfection

will further apoear, if

is included in such
knowlenge,
consider
the manner of knowing, or
you
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the special nature and kind of this vision or knowledge, namely
that it is not that slight, ineffectual, merely notional, insipid

knowledge, which unregenerate minds are now wont to have of
the most evident truths ; namely, that, for instance, that God
is the most excellent, the most
perfect, the most desirable, as
well as the most adorable good ; which knowledge, because it
answers not the true end of divine knowledge, is called igno
rance : whereupon they are said to be alienated from the
life of God, through the ignorance that is in them.
Ephes. 4.
18.
But that ignorance is paraphrased by blindness of heart,
that is, a most perfectly voluntary and chosen ignorance, found
ed in aversion of will. And elsewhere, (Jer. 4. 3,
6.)
by a refusing to know God, a saying to him, Depart from us,
we desire not the knowledge of thy ways, Job. 21. 14. Where
upon the light that is in such is said to be very darkness, and
then how great is that darkness
Mat. 6. 23.
!

This knowledge, or vision, now in perfection, is most
deeply and inwardly penetrative, efficacious, and transforming,
admits a light which spreads and transfuses itself through the
whole soul. So it is, at first, in every truly regenerate spirit ;
whereby such a one is begotten into the divine likeness, his
image is impressed upon it, which, as hath been noted, is said
to be renewed in knowledge, Col. 3. 10.
So that, as by so
lemn message to the sons of men, God is declared to be pure
This then is the message which we have
light, 1 John. 1.5.
heard of him, and declare to you, that God is light, and with
him is no darkness at all. And as he is the original, the pa
ternal light, the Father of lights, (James. 1. 170 so they that
are born of him are said to be light itself, and the children of
Ye were darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord ;
light.
walk as children of light, Eph. 5. 8. And they are there
fore said, as the sons of God, to shine as lights, (Phil. 2. 15.)
or required to do so; for the words bear either form. This

so energetical, efficacious light, is, in the mentioned texts,
manifestly -intended to connote holiness ; as it doth also, Rom.
works of dark
13. 12. which the antithesis there shews
and in many other places.
ness, and armour of light
Accordingly the whole, even of practical religion and god
liness, is in the holy Scriptures expressed by the knowledge
of God, 2 Chron. 30. 22. It is signified to be in its own na
ture sanctifying, and inconsistent with prevailing sin, (1 Cor.
15. 34.) in which they that live are therefore said to be desti
tute of it, who are also upon the same account said not to have
had any sight of God ; 3 John. ver. 11. He that sinneth (the
word is KotKowoiuvy a doer, or worker of sin) hath not seen
:

:

God.

The

VOL. IV.

light

which

this vision of

2 H

God

receives,

must much
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more, in the perfected spirits of the just, be supposed so pre
valent and victorious, as quite to have chased away and ex
of this impure darkness.
Every such
pelled all remainders
most
is therefore become as it were an orb of purest,
spirit

an intellectual, and a self-actuat
operative, and lively light,
and
motive power, besides mere light.
fervour
of
full
sun,
ing
Whereupon whatsoever this light and knowledge discovers it
is fit for such a soul to be, it is ; and fit for it to do, it can
never fail to do it.
Therefore the making of such

spirits perfect must be under
stood, in greatest part, to consist in restoring the order of
their faculties towards each other ; which was broken by the
apostacy to that degree, and they so debilitated and become

so languid, so impotent and enfeebled, that neither could the
one faculty lead, nor the other follow. Whence light, even
about the most practical, and the most important matters ima
true notions, right sentiments, signified no more to
to govern, to form and direct the inclinations and
motions of the soul ; than if, as to all its sentiments about
these matters, you did put false instead of true, wrong instead of
ginable,

command,

right, most absurd, most impossible, instead of most congruous,
most necessary. Take, for instance, the idea of God, let it be
supposed to comprehend (as every one grants it doth, whether
lie acknowledge his existence or no) all conceivable, all
pos
that it means an infinite, eternal, eversible excellencies ;
living, self subsisting being, most perfectly intelligent, wise,
true, holy, righteous, powerful, and blessed, the original of
life, being, and blessedness to the creation, according to the
several kinds, natures, and capacities of his creatures, the
supreme and sovereign Lord of all, to whom it belongs to go
vern and dispose of what he hath made, of most immense and
abounding goodness and benignity, most bountiful to the in

digent,

compassionate to the miserable, reconcilable to the

propitious to the penitent, most complacentially kind,
with highest delight, to the holy and the good, severe only
to the obstinately impenitent and implacable, that will by no
guilty,

means or methods be reclaimed.
Take we, again, from hence the measures by which we are
to judge what ought to be the dispositions and deportments of*
his reasonable creatures towards him ; that they be
entirely
composed and made up of love, reverence, humility, dependance, devotedness, subjection, gratitude and adoration. And
suppose we that, in the theory, this be. as it generally is, ad
mitted and acknowledged as the just and most regular conse
quence of the former. And let us again suppose, that we be
ing

made

after his

image, which in the natural part remains,
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mankind

and as to the moral part, is
arid
;
restored in all that are regenerate and born of God.
And that
therefore we ought to love universally all mankind, to wish and
do well to them, as to ourselves ; and no more to injure any
man, than we would destroy, pull in pieces, or offer violence
And that we ought, with a more
to our own life and being.
to
embrace
and love all holy and good
peculiar delectation,
men, without other distinction, than as any appear more to ex
is

still

to

cel in goodness.

Our

about these things

light

so clear,

is

they are so

little

and so difficult it is to form any argument to the
that
few ever set themselves, by any explicit or
contrary ;
formed thoughts, to oppose or contend against them. It is
disputable,

not (at least, not generally) so much as attempted to disprove
them, or assert contrary principles in opposition to them.
Therefore that the dispositions and common practice of men do
so

little

agree with these principles,

are herein doubtful,

but

spiritless

;

is

not that their notions
light is not uncer

their

but weak and impotent. And hereupon their knowledge
signifies as little to its proper end, as if their apprehensions
touching these things were none at all, or quite contrary to
what they are.
They as much neglect and slight the blessed God, or decline
to be concerned with him, as if they denied all the things of
tain,

him which his idea contains; or as if they affirmed all the
things of him, which it most directly excludes.
They shun,
they fly from him, as if they thought him the worst of beings ;
while they acknowledge him the best and most excellent good,
disobey, and affront him, as if they thought he had no right
to rule them ; while they confess him the sovereign Lord of all
the world.
And steer their course both towards him, and one

another, in as direct repugnancy to his rules, as if they thought
all ranversed ; and that the most opposite system of laws

them

and precepts were given them, by some undoubted authority,
to regulate all their practice.
It

That

would amaze a thinking man that

all this

intelligent creatures, that the reasonable,

should be so
living,

!

immor

men

should be sunk to so low a pitch of degeneracy
that it being so
apparently
seldom
reflected
on
that men are not
so
be
it
should
thus,
that they appear not as so many frightful
afraid of themselves
That they consider not,
monsters, each in their own eyes
what are these faculties for ; Why have I such notions of truth
in my mind ;
why have I a will whereby to choose, resolve,
tal spirits

of

and vileness

!

But much more,

!

!

!

act,

ture

and be accordingly ? what a distorted misshapen crea
is this soul of mine j every thing in me running counter
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Whatever hath thus fatally perverted all their
fit* f
so as not only not to find
hath
stupified them too ;
powers,
well pleased with themselves for
fault, hut to applaud and be
to right and

all this.

But now shall we not take our advantage from hence, to con
ceive and be enamoured of the rectitude, the amiableness of
this most excellent state of the perfected spirits of the just !
doth comely order succeed, instead of the most horrid de
distorted limbs are set right, the ligaments and con
;

Now

formity
nection of the disjointed faculties to each other are restored ;
and whatsoever the enlightened mind suggests as fit and due,
No complaint remains of seeing what is
presently obtains.
better, and doing what is worse ; or that when good should be
done, evil is present. There is nothing but perfect regularity,
harmony, and agreement. All things move smoothly, and

with constant equability and decorum. Right dictates of the
and ready compliance of such as are to follow,
make with them a perpetual, even, and uninterrupted course.
Likeness to God, therefore, in every other just respect,
certainly ensues, upon such preceding knowledge of him ; for
the kind and nature of that knowledge being, as it ought to be,
powerful, vigorous, transforming of the whole soul, and the
will ductile and compliant ; agreeable impressions do most
leading faculty,

certainly take place.
ed, 2 Cor. 3. 18.

As now, beholding

Much more

in that

we
state

are chang
where the in

jected divine beams are so strong, and vivid, and the receptive
and facile. Therefore to be made
"disposition so prompt, free, apt
like God, is to be made perfect, according to the ultimate inThe vision, or knowledge of God,
tendment of these words.
in the heavenly state, being never intended for idle, ineffec
tual speculation ; as this perfection is riot otherwise to be un
derstood, than with reference to the ends we were made for;
that we may be immediately capable of, and apt for everlasting
adoration, and fruition of the blessed God, in a joint, and
most full consent, and communion, with the general assembly,
the whole community of all the blessed spirits besides, whose
eternal work, and delight this will be.
This likeness to God must yet be understood with exception
to the divine peculiarities, as hath been elsewhere shewn f

(whether we now refer, only to save the labour of transcribing.)
In respect of which peculiarities also there must be, on our
part, a correspondency, that is, a likeness with allowance for
necessary disagreement ; as between a seal and the impression
where what is convex in the one, is hollow in the other, an4
f-

Blessedness of the Righteous.

.
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yet otherwise like, that is, correspondent to each other too. So
the case is between the blessed God's all-sufficient fulness,
and our receptive emptiness ; between his supremacy, and our
In respect to other things, common to him and
subjection.
us, with the rest of those happy spirits that inhabit the regions

of light and

bliss, spirituality itself, life and vigour, know
wisdom, holiness, love, serenity, benignity, mercy,
there is a nearer resemblance; these things
peace, and joy,
passing under the same name with him, and with us, but with
the infinite inequality still of God, and creature.
Now let us here give ourselves leave to pause awhile, and
contemplate those innumerable multitudes of pure and happy
creatures, perfected, or ever perfect spirits, that inhabit and

ledge,

replenish those ample spacious regions above, the vast (and to
us, or to any thought of ours) immense and endless tracts of
light

and

glory.

Consider them every one composed, and

made

lively light, and love, as we are told God is light, 1
John, 1. 5. and God is love, chap. 4. ver. 16. Consider
them all as most intelligent, and knowing creatures, even of

up of

the most profound and bidden mysteries, that here were wont
to perplex and puzzle the most inquisitive mind ; ignorant of
nothing, or apt to comprehend any thing, needful, and plea
sant to be known, or lawful to be inquired into ; curious to
know nothing useless, or unlawful ; most perfectly wise crea
tures, prudent sages, endowed with a self governing wisdom,
so as easily without a vexatious solicitude and anxiety, but
with a noble freedom, to order and command all their thoughts,
appetitions, actions, and deportments towards God, them
selves, and one another, so as never to be guilty of mistake
or error, in any motion of mind or will ;
never to omit any

thing in

its

Consider
season, or do any thing out of season.
in solemn assembly (which may be stated and

them whether

perpetual, by successively appointed numbers for ought we
know) or diverting and retiring, or faring to and fro, as in
Yet
clination, with allowance, or command, may direct.
all every where full of God,
continually receiving the vital,
glorious communications of the every where pre
sent, self-manifesting Deity ; all full of reverence, and most
dutiful love to the eternal Father of spirits, his eternal Son,

satisfying,

and

all formed into
Spirit
perpetual, lowliest, and most
grateful adoration, with highest delight and pleasure, all ap
prehensive of their depending state, and that they owe their
:

fulness which filleth all in all.
Every one in his
eyes a self-nothing, having no separate divided interest^
sentiment, will, or inclination. Every one continually selfconsistent, agreeing with himself, ever free of all jself-dis-

all to that

own
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never finding any cause, or shadow of a cause, for
any angry self-reflection upon any undue thought or wish in
that their present, perfect state ; though not unmindful what
pleasure,

and ascribing their present
they were, or might have been,
and dedicating their
state, and stability, to the grace of God,
all to the praise and glory of that most free and unaccountable
grace; all well assured, and unsuspiciously conscious, with
of their acceptance with God, and
^inexpressible satisfaction,
fullest sense and relish their very life in his
the
with
placing
All full of the most complacential benignity towards
favour.
one another, counting each one's felicity his own, and every
one's enjoyments being accordingly multiplied so many thou
sand-fold, as he apprehends every one as perfectly pleased
happy as himself.

and

Let but anyone recount these things with himself, as he easily
may, with far greater enlargement of thoughts, many more such
things as these ; and he needs not be at a loss for a notion of this
of the just.
And for further con
perfect state of the spirits
firmation,

as well as for a

somewhat more

distinct

and

explicit

What was
conception hereof, let it be moreover considered,
the undertaking and design of our Redeemer, to whom the next
And to Jesus, the mediator of the new
words direct our. eye
and to the blood of sprinkling, &c. He was to be
covenant,
the restorer of these once lost, apostate spirits, and besides
:

reconciling them to God by his blood, that speaks better things
than that of Abel, was to impart his own Spirit to them ; and
by the tenour of that new testament, or covenant, whereof he
was Mediator, was not only to procure that their sins and ini^

be remembered no more ; but that the divine laws
should be put in their minds, and written in their hearts, chap.
8. 10, 12.
They are therefore, by the blood of the everlasting
covenant to be made perfect, (chap. 13. 20. 21.) in every good
work to do his will, having all that wrought in them which is
quities should

well pleasing in his sight, through Christ Jesus.
Now when
shall he be said to have accomplished his design ?
Not till

every one be presented perfect (Col. 1. 28.) and faultless, in
the presence of the divine glory. Jude 24.
Do but consider
what was a design worthy of so great an undertaker, the Son of
God ; and of his being engaged so deeply, of his being so ear
nestly intent
fice to effect

upon

it,

as to

become

first

a man, then a sacri

it.

Consider his death, and resurrection, wherein he will have
that belong to him to have a consortium, a
participation
with him, and conformity to him ; as is largely discoursed,
Phil. 3. and hence we are to make our estimate what is the
mark and prize of the high calling of God in Christ, ver. 12. 14.
all
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Christians high calling
inchoatively perfect or

sign

it

for themselves,
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consummate Christianity, the
in termino ; and which
they that are
sincere, must be so minded, as to de
final

ver.

Therefore

15.

let

me

but

tell

any man, so that he can understand me, what true Christiani
Let me tell
ty now is, and he can tell me what heaven is.
him what it is to be a sincere Christian, in this present state ;
and he can tell me what it is to be perfect, in the heavenly
state.
The writing God's law in the heart truly, and perfectly,
goes far towards both.

The two great commandments

impressed, that are both ful
of vast compass to this purpose, and with the
certain connexa, comprehend all :
Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thine heart, &c. And
thy neighbour
as thyself, &c.
What a heaven upon earth would these two
and when the impression is per
create, reduced to practice
But God knows, men too
fect, what needs there more ?
filled in love, are

!

commonly measure their heaven by their Christianity, on the
wrong hand; a Christianity, and a heaven, both external
and foreign to them. God deliver me from this so palpable
and destructive a delusion of a Christianity, and a heaven fo
A religion, and a felicity that touch not
reign to my soul
our minds, that never impress our inner man ; what can we be
the better for them ;
What to be imposed upon by so ab
surd a mis-conceit, and so repugnant to Scripture ? which so
!

!

expressly tells us, that glory, we are finally to expect, is a
glory whereby we are to be glorified, made glorious, and to be
revealed in us, and wherein we are to partake with Christ.
Rom. 8. I7j 18. Or did the Son of God put on man, and
suffer so deeply for us, with a design upon us less than this ?

But now my work

is

done (nor do

my limits

allow

me

to enlarge)

in reference to the.

Head of discourse proposed
In what sense sincere
may be said to be already come to the spirits of the
made perfect. Enough may be collected from what hath

II

:

Christians

just

been

It is to be understood.
In a relative sense, they are come, they already belong
to that general assembly, that church which the myriads of
local
angels, and the perfected spirits of the just are of.
coming none can pretend in this case to dream of, they are said
to be come to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusa
lem. Such were truly said to be come into the very constitu
tion of the Roman Policy, that were civitate donati, admit
ted freemen, though they lived a thousand miles of.
2. I
a real sense, by a gradual, but true participation of
1

said.

.

A
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the prfonordia, the first and most constituent principles, arid
the heavenly state.
perfections of
And now, if that were the thing designed, there is a most
a true, and the most ample
adequate ground work laid for
encomium of that rare person, our never too deeply lamented,
nor too highly renowned queen, whose funeials drew my
to this theme. View the perfections of the spirits

thoughts
of the just, as they were growing, and more eminently
grown towards their highest pitch ; and here is our ground*
Do not wonder it is laid as high as heaven, for thence
as well as end there.
By most benign in
fluences from thence, though the plant was' set on earth, they
had an early bud, in concealment ; but we have seen them
blossom in open view, still aspiring thitherward, as there they
blown. Her otherwise royal parentage, was thus in
are

they begin,

fully

comparably more royal. The lustre of her excellent virtues
had all the advantage which they could have by dwelling well;
as the endowments (what they were) of a great prince hereto
It
fore, were noted to have had the contrary disadvantage.
was common sense, not the poet's authority, that could make
that virtue is more grateful,
the apprehension take place :
So illustrious an instance would
exerted from a comely body.
give more countenance, than the most argumentative philoso
phy, to the opinion, that souls have a great, subordinate,
which the more one
agency in forming their own mansions:
apprehends, the less credulous he would be of their original
It must be a very peculiar genius, that could stamp
equality.
so inimitable and undeceiving signatures, as appeared in her

majesty's most graceful countenance, in her comely

mien and

Whosoever should behold the
looks, and all her deportments.
fabric she inhabited, made up of pulchritude, and state ;
must conclude some very lovely and venerable inhabitant dwelt
But nearer approaches discovered such excellencies of

there.

the indwelling mind, that quickness of apprehension, that
clearness and strength of reason, that solidity of judgment,
that complectionate goodness, sv$vtx which that noble philopher speaks of, as the seed-plot of virtues; that must soon
beget, not conviction only, but admiration.
Such were the bounties of nature in the forming a rare and
excellent person, but how munificent were the largesses of
That reverence of the divine Majesty that appeared in
grace
her whole course, a life transacted under the government of
religion, 'her constant care to avoid what she thought sinful,
and readiness to do what she judged might be serviceable to
the interest of God, her detestation of the profligate wicked
ness, that she knew to be dishonourable and offensive to him,
!

N A STATJS OF pERFEcrroy.
of all the principles that any way tended thereto.
Her
continued conversation with God, in the constant practice of
religious duties, and in all the exercises of godliness that be
longed to her (most beloved and frequented) closet, the family^
6r more solemn assembly, her most composed seriousness in

attendance upon the worship of God, in the way which sli
chose (and which that she chose no on could think strange)
the natural, and most unaffected appearances hereof, the rehiotest from ostentation, but which could not quite he hid,
nor ought, when in religious assemblies we are to testify we all
Worship the same God, and that all our applications, and ad
dresses, have one centre above, and are all to be directed to
one and the same glorious object (unless one would have the
feligion of the church be allowed the retiredness of a closet, or
reduce joint social worship, wherein all are, some way or other,
to express their unanimity and consent, unto that which is
merely solitary and single) her assiduity in her religious Course^
the seasons, order, and constancy whereof seemed to be govern*
ed by the ordinances of heaven, that ascertain the succession
of day and night, so that what was said so long ago of that
famed person's justice (and which equally may of hers) might:
have a nobler application to her religion
that one might as
soon divert the course of the sun, as turn her from her daily
this argued a steady principle, and
course in religious duties
of the highest excellency, that of divine love.
Any other
Would have its more frequent qualms, and inequalities. The
remark was wise and weighty, concerning the insincere man,
Job. 27. 10. Will he delight himself in the Almighty r will
That course is never like to be
he always call upon God ?
that springs not from love 5
and
continued,
even, uniform,
All these are to
or is not sweetened by delight and pleasure.
us great indications of a copious communication of divine grace,
I cannot
and that she received not the grace of God in vain.
here omit her reverential regard for the Lord's day, which at
the Hague I had a very particular occasion to take notice of. On
a Saturday, a vessel (the paequet-boat) was stranded not far
from thence, which lying very near the shore, I viewed (hap
pening to be thereabouts at that time) till the last passengers
Multitudes went to see
Were brought (as all were) safe off.
of
informed
her
and
it, said she was willing
it,
highness being
to see it too, but thought she should not, for it was then too
late for that evening, and she reckoned by Monday it would be
shivered to pieces (though it remaining entire till then, she
was pleased to view it that day) but she resolved, she added
she would not give so ill an example, as to go see it on the
:

:

:

^Lord's day.
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Next to her exemplary piety towards God> shone with a se
and pe~
cond lustre her most amiable benignity towards men
culiarly towards them whom she judged pious, of whatsoever
;

of religion* She
persuasion, in respect of the circumstances
but
with
and
in her tongue
her
not
wisdom,
mouth,
opened
was the law of kindness. She hath divers times expressed her
acceptance, value, and desire of their prayers, whom she knew
in some modes of worship to differ from her; a^s one that well
understood, that the kingdom of God stands not in lesser
things, but in righteousness, peace, &c-. and that they who
in these things serve Christ, are acceptable to God, and are to
She was not inaccessible to such of her
be approved of men.
subjects, whose dissentient judgments, in some such things,

put them into lower circumstances. Great she was in all va
luable excellencies, nor greater in any, than in her most con
descending goodness. Her singular humility adorned all the
.rest.
Speaking once of a good thing, which she intended, she
added:
But of myself I can do nothing ; and somewhat beIng by one
tmswered
:

(of

two more only) then present, interposed, she
God would help her. She is, as tlm

she hoped

gone to mount Sion, in the highest sense of that
to sum up all, he that will read the character,
phrase.
Psal. xv. and xxiv. of an inhabitant of that holy hill, will
Wherein I can*
there read her true and most just character.
I
not omit to take notice, how sacred she reckoned her word.
linow with whom she hath sometimes conferred, whether hav
text speaks,

And

ing given a promise of such a seeming import, she could con-

That whatever pre
sistently therewith do so or so ; saying,
she
were
to
never
it
would
her,
judice
depart from her word.
These rich endowments every way accomplished her for all
the duties that belonged to her, whether in her Christian, con-*
Which if we consider together,
jugal 5 or political capacity.
the world cannot give an instance, for
so much lost out of it, in one person.

ages, of
did Christianity
lose so conspicuous an ornament ?
king so delectable, and
kingdom so venerable, and beloved a
helpful a consort ?
For our king how are we concerned to pray.
sovereign ?

many by-past

When

A

A

And we are
Lord,, remember David, and all his afflictions ?
to hope he hath some such sincere purposes, and vows deeply
infixed in his heart, as those subjoined in that Psah cxxxii*
which

will engage the divine presence with him, by which^
neither shall his pressures be intolerable, nor his difficulties
insuperable ; but his bow shall abide in strength, and the
arms of his hands be made strong, by the hands of the mighty
God of Jacob. Gen. xlix. 24. But England, England
How
la what agonies should every con-*
deplorable is thy case
!

1

C Ding? and
In the latter days
be
not
too
thou
grant they
late)
nmyest consider,
many former, defeatfc? methods, tliou bjjtlst ft prince

heart he for thee,

God
that after

1

I

(yea, princes) studiously intent upon making thee- a reformed,
happy people. Is there now no cause to fear, test ft be determined
Let him that is fihb.y > fee filthy slili; ajndbim that k
;

W>jus.t 9

Few

be unjust stilL
caa be ignorant of

tTie evcTeavtnzFs

of OUT most ^raerotzs

purpose. And I am persuaded nothing did more
fecomr^ead our deceased, excellent archbishop to
Majesty^
than- that she knew liis beart to be as bers, ir> tlia.t
design,
namely, of a general.reformation o-fmanners^ that initsi bave

queen, to

th-at

hr

1

concerned ali pajties, ; ami witliout \\4ik:li ( lea cKngfswd prepar
ing us tbeneta) union, aad the cessation of paTties,. was little
i*> have been hoped fo*
And' so far as 1 cou.lt} wndei standy tbe
attempt of it was as- little -intended being otherwise snot likely to
f

fc

;

with either a blessing froiB God, or any siifEeleiit dis}x>to it witb men.
Great dispositions m.ust, witb much
to: God, be
those wbo> hold tbat sacknowledged
But siieh a wrk t& not
j>rem>e, and tins, subordinate station)-*
Jikefy ta succeed, till (by wbatsoever Fttean) rmads be byoght
ic. that
temper, that it will even do JtselfL A>\tl that two sweh
peysoins* sboultl fee re moved out of them, wit In w not iueb mose
tban a month's, time, is an awful umbrage to us of a divine de
termination :
that less geatle met hods, are titter tWus.
And
God's- boly wilt be done
It is- now obvious to any consIdering'perso'M^ tbat e>any very
useful reflections might be made upon the text, a&cttbeoc&asJon together* I shall slmt ap thk pycseiit discourse witk tljes-

m

!:

UK

tbat follow^
1.
It oug-Trt to be most remote- ftxB ias ta confine^ iR c^ir
yarrow- thoughts-, sincere religion and godKuess t& a party,
iis.tiaguisbed by Itttle things ; and most extjea-essentfa! tbeieto..
Take we that great apostle's doeu.niejit i J peretve Ged
is no jespeeter of persons, and what be said of nutkms;, zaay
;

ot

we

as

of all such parties-^
aptly say tbat

They

that fear

God, and woi-k Bgbteousness> are-accepted of bin^Ae^ 30.
Let us once ^earn to reckon substantial godEncss. a greater
thing, titan the- u&ingv or not using tliis o? tl>at cpeiiio^
nd account that faith,,, nskercyy judgment-^ and the fowe of
God,, are not ta

fee

past over for

conumm

I'raint,, ai>nise > and
xvortd^ if they east their

thiags> as

t?i?e

I belie ve, theje-are

few

as- little

thhtug
i

ili^

eyes about tbeiB^. but might tn\T| say
(what I tbank Goe^. 1 have often tbougkt) thai ol B
^ie& that boM ehe s^bsiastials ef religx>% I have
l &r grater

vdi^ tbat myself
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or so
more with us, than to belong to a so
figured church.
shaped, or
noted writer, among the ancients, brings in one, saying,
There is Socrates, the
by way of exprobration to Christians
so great, let them
prince of wisdom, if any among you be
What persuasion among us can
imitate him, if they can.
produce a greater example, than we have been now consider
ing; or more worthy the imitation even of private Christians?
2. The spirits of the just on earth are in a great propin
They are not there
quity, and have a near alliance to heaven.
to have the first foundations laid of their blessed state, but are
only to be made perfect. They have in them here the first
heaven
principles, the elements of their final blessedness ;
in little, as the acorn contains the tree, or the embryo the
tian, Signify

A

:

..

man.
3.

They

The
are

just in this world are of the church in heaven.
to the general assembly, the church of the first

come

All sincere Christians, whether in heaven or earth
born, &c.
(as hath been noted) make but one family, Ephes. 3. J5.
Can our little differences, here, set us at greater
Good God
The observation is worth
distance than heaven, and earth
f It will be found
considering of that wise, and noble person
a matter of great moment and use, to define what, and of what
latitude those points arc, which discorporate men from the
And if any think this hath been done,
body of the church
now long ago, let them seriously consider with what sincerity,
and moderation the same hath been performed
&c.
And
if it had not been done with due sincerity, and moderation in
!

!

:

it is much to be doubted whether it have since.
In
mean time it is to be considered, that what differenceth

his days,

the

anything, constitutes it; and if a church (of whatsoever de
nomination) be constituted in its superstructure (though its
foundation be good) of hay, and stubble, of things that can
belong to no church, as a church, it must some time or other
Suffer loss
And though the builders be saved, it must be by
a more penetrative, than an imagined, purgatory-fire.
4. Angels must have kind
propensions towards men, es
in this world, knowing these are of the
men,
good
pecially
same society arid church with them ; though the divine wis
dom hath not judged it suitable to our present state of probati
on, there should be an open, and common intercourse between
them and us. It is however a great incongruity we should
have strange, uncouth, shy, frightful, or unfrequent
thoughts
pf them, in the mean time.
:

f Lord Viscount Verul. Adv. of Learn,

lib. 9.
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When we

find any excellent persons, in our world, at*
and high towards the perfection of the heavenly state 5
it ought to be a great encouragement to us, and is an
obligation
to aspire to some like pitch.
We see it is not an impossible^
or an impracticable thing ; and should disdain to crawl now as
o.

tain far

worms, when we are to soar as angels.
6'. We
ought hereupon to acknowledge and adore the mu~
nificence, and power of divine grace, that it should design the
making of such abjects as we, fit to be associated with such an
assembly, the innumerable company of angels, and the spirits
of the just made perfect; and will not fail to effect it, if we
comply with the apt methods, appointed

for that blessed

pur

pose.

7. When such ascend, and are taken up from us, that God
had eminently prepared for translation ; we should take great
That we do not envy heaven its
care lest we unduly regret it.
own, to which they are more akin, than to our earth ; and
which had a greater right in them, than we could pretend.
8. We should look upon funeral solemnities for such, with
more prospect than retrospect, and consider them as directing

our eye less downward to our own forsaken world, than up
To such, to
wards to the celestial regions, and inhabitants.
die
of
out
our
mean
is
born
to
be
;
die,
world, and
only
they
are born into a most glorious one. Their funerals should be cele
brations of their ascent, and an exulting joy should therefore, in
that case, not be quite banished from funeral sorrows, but be
allowed to mingle therewith, as sun-beams glittering in a cloud.
When the greatest person was leaving this world, that ever
If you loved me, you would rejoice that
lived in it, he says
should bear our part in the
I say, I go to the Father.
:

We

And
joys of heaven, upon this occasion, if we relate to it.
when we are told, there is joy there, among the angels of God,
for the conversion of such, who are thereby but prepared to
come to their assembly ; we may conclude there is much more
when they are fully come, and joined to
Funeral solemnities are very dull melancholy shews,
With how
without such references forwards, and upwards.
different a temper of mind would two persons have been the
the one of whom should have
spectators of Jacob's funeral,
looked no further than the Canaanites, or Egyptians did, who
would only say, Some great person is dead ; but the other, by
divine illumination is enabled to apprehend, this dust here
mingles with the earth of this land, to presignify this people,
of whom he was the head, must possess it.
Yea, moreover,
here the great God will fix his residence and throne, upon such
a mount shall be the palace of the supreme King. Here, after
for their glorification,

it.
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great mutations; and revolutions and great destruction both
Egyptians, and Canaanites,, shall this people have a long sueces^,
$ion of princes, and rulers that shall beof themselves. And all- this,
fcutas representing a king,

and kingdom that shall rule > and spread

the earth, and reach up at length into heaves.. Canaar*
Unto Sion's king shall tributary princes,
shall be a holy land.
of
their
out
bring
Egypt, and Ethiopia stretch out hep
gifts,
His empire shall confine,
hands and all nations serve him.
with the universe, and all power be given him both in heaven^
and earth.. With what a large and raised mind would such a
What better Canaan, thaa we
oae have beheld this funeral

Qver

all

5,

!

HC*V

behoM* we

we should

shall

be the

have

ia,

this world,

less solicitous to

God knows

!

And

know

intermediate things^
when w.e>are so fully ascertained of the glorious end of all
And let us reflect upon the solemn pomp of that late
th&igs*
inaumful assembly,, that lamented our queen's departure oi&fe
^f our world, comparing it with the transcended magnificence
$sse.mbly> kxto which she ^received aboxe*

