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"OF THE

VIRTUES

WHICH ADORN

RELIGION.

Titus IL 10.

T bat they may adorn the DoSlrine of
God our Saviour in all Things.

Elative Duties are, of all others, both

the moft difficult to Kerform, and
when performed, the belt and fureft
Trials of true Chriftianity, and the Power
of real Godlinefs. Difficult they are,
becaufe moft of the Temptations that
affault us are chiefly bént againft the
careful and confciencious Difcharge of
thefe : For they {o often come to be put
in Praice, that the Devil "can ‘never
‘want ither Mattcr or Occafion for his

.2 LT suggC‘
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Suggeftions. They are fo interwoven
- with our Lives, and mingle themfelves
with all our A&ions and Concerns, that
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afide His Vizard,, atid appear ih the Mas

ﬁﬁetﬁ'eﬂt of his daily Affairs, to bé
whit indeed he is unjuft and unconfcios
mable. For truly it is almoft impofiiblé
to lay {uch a Violence upont Nature, as
“to petfonate and countetfeit that which
ittt be pérpetual and cuftomary. And
dierdfore it fares with fuch as with
Playérs 5 who, though upon the Stage
theyt att the Parts ofg Kings ahd Nobles,
yet ftrip off all their Pomp and Often-
tatfoh-it the Titing-Room, and return
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Hbtgejto thelr abjeé and fordid Life

-Now upon both thefe Accounts, both
becaufe they ‘are’ difficult, and becaufe
they ate the fureR 'Teltimonies' of our
Slhcgﬁfty, we firnd the Apoftle (b often
incuteating the Pradtiée of thefé Relative
Duties upon Chiftians 5 neither do I
knbw -any one Subje, on which he is
either B Jarge, ot fb prefling. Wehave
atple Directions given us concetning our
Demeanour in them, 1 Cov. 7. through-
out the whole Chapter ; Ephef. 5. from
the %54 Varfe to the End é’wf f
the ytt torhe roth Petse ; Colof. 3. from the
18th to the End of the Chaprer ;' and
Ct% 4. 1.atd & Thi! 6.1, 2. Nay, there
is falce any Epiltle wherein the Duties of
our Relations are not prefs'd upon us d:s
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Injenétioh uponhim toexhort them, that
they be obedient to their own Mafbers, plea-
Fug: them well in all Things 3 not anfwering
agan whén they dre reproved i mot ¢4
purloin from them, but to be faithful in the
T@"u_ﬂ which is commirted to them. Thele
#re clie Duties which ‘St. Panl gives in
Charge, to fo gteat a Paftor as Titws
who. was fet over the whole Ifland of
Grete; as the chief Paltor in Dignity, and
I think in Authority 4nd Jurifdi&ion
2;6': Tliefe, A fay ! are ;thc D"futics that

‘great an Apoltle enjoins fo great 4
Paltor earneftly o prefs dp‘ongthcm.
But, alas! have we not many {o fupers

otfly proud, and puff’d up with a
vain Conceit of their greater Perfecion,
who would account that Minifter flat and
dull, that fhould infit vpon fuch low
Things a3 thefe are ? Nothing now adays
is thought worthy an Auditory, but fomé
g;ih myftical Speculations, which too

ent are as far from being intelligible,
ds they are from being pratticable:
And fof thefe common an dail{ Duties
of a Chriftian Life, they undervalue theai
as below their Attainments, and leave
theri1 to honeft, mofal Men, as fit for -
fuch only whom they defpife and under-
value too. Let tie tell fuch Pherifaicd
Spirits; that it is oot their fublime Not
v ' R tions,
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tions, nor their refined Phrafes ; it is

not any affeGted, new fangled Way of

exprefling the awful and tremendous
Truths of the Gofpel; itis not their
contemning the Weaknefles of fome, nor
their judging the Mifcarriages of others :
Butit is the careful and confciencious Pra-
&ice of thefe mean amd flighted Duties
of a Chriftian Life, that gives a Luftre
to Religion, and makes the Face of it
look beautiful and amiable. And chere-
fore the Apoftle, after he had given fuch
a ftri¢t and particular Charge concern-
ing thefe fundry  Duties, . {ubjoins the
Reafon why he would have him fo in-

. ftant in exhorting them to thefe; and

that is in the Words of my Text, That

they may adorn the Dodrine of God owr

Savionr in all Things. '
Now here I fhall,

E‘r;/l, Confider what is meant by the
Doctrine of God our Saviowr. And then,

. Secondly, What it is to adorn this Do-

“&rine.

.To_theFirft briefly. Though God be
an cflential Name, and therefore com-
mon to each glorious Perfon of thti) evdgr&

' : leflz
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bleffed Tri'nitz, yet that Addition of
[our Seviowr] {ecms to reftrain’ it to the
Second Perfon, our Lord Jefus Chrift, who
is God our Saviour in a moft efpeciil
Manner. And this Do&rine of God onr
Saviowr, here fpoken of, is nothing elfe
but the Gofpel of Chrift 5 containing,
both thofe Truths which Chrift himfelf
immediately taught, and thofe alfo which
he by the Holy Ghott infpired the Apo-
ftles and Penmen of the Scripture to re-
veal unto the World. :

Now the whole Sum of this Dottrine
of Chrift confifts in thefe Two Things:

Firf2, In Principles, containing the
Myfteries of Faith. '

Secondly, In Precepts, enjoining the
Duties of Obedience. '

Some Things in the Do&rine of our Sa.
viour we are to know and believe, which-
could never have been difcovered to us, but
by Divine Revelation. Such are, the Mj-
fleries of the Trinity, the Incarnation of
the Son of God, the Redemption of the
World by his Death and Paffion, the Way
of obtaining Juftification and eternal
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Salvation by believing 5 and fuch other
profound Truths, which neither Reafon,

nor the Works of Creation and Provis
dence could ever have difclofed to us, but

ar¢ now made known only by the Gofpel.
Ra - Other
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Other Things in this Dotrine, we ase

! commanded not only to know and be-

fieve, but to pradtife : And thofe are, not
only all the Duties of the Moral Law,
refpe®ing both God and Man, whieh are
now taken into the Pale, and within the
Protedtion of the Gofpel; but al{o-the
Duties that immediately belong unto the
Covenant of Grace 3 foch asour Believing
on Jefus Chrift, Aceepting him in all his
Offices, and Relying upon him alone for
Life, and eternal Happine(s. This in Suay
1s the Do&rine of God our Saviour: And
by this, we may the eafier give a Refolu-
tion to :

" The Second Thing prOpoundcd’ s What
it is to adorn this Dofirine : And that [
fhall do both Negatively, and Poftively.

Firf}, Negatively : It is not to add
new Beauty or Excellency unto it, w

- was not in it before : For this Do&rine is

every Way perfe® and compleat. And
fo it is afirmed to be, Fam. 1. 25. Whofo
looketh into the perfeit Law of Liberty. There
#s nothing fuperfluous, nothing defedive
in it, but a perfe¢t Symmetry, and Har-
mony of Parts, each of them (as it'is in
a beautiful Body ) lovely in it (elf 5 and
all of them taken together, mutwalty fee-

: . ting
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~ only to deceive the Minds of the Simple.

And thofe that think their Religion beau-
tiful becaufe of thefe, take Trafh and' Dung
for Ornaments, and Monftroufnefs for

- Beauty : And in their Opinion, that Gi-

ant mentioned 1 Sesr. 21. 20. that had
fix Fingers on each Hand (' more than Na-
ture intended ), muft pafs for the moft
comely Perfon. Certainly the Do&rine
of Chrift is fo entire and perfe@, that ie
needs no new Additions to eek it out,
nor any of the Paint of the Antichriftian
Sezebel to beautify and adorn it.

Secondly, To adorn the Do&rine of
Chrift, is not.to drefs it up in any new
Fafhion, or new Mode of Religion. Truly,
there is a kind of Garb of Religion now
Abroad : We muft not {peak, and I am
fure we do not a& like the Chriftians of
clder Times. Their Simplicity and Plain.
nefs, both of Speech and of Converfa-
tion, is now worn as much out of Re-
queft, as their Cloaths are: And thofe
Truths which warm'd their Hearts, and
fav'd their Souls ; thofe Truths by which
they livid, and for which they would
have died ; are now look'd upon by the
fprucer Chriftians of our Age, as old-fa- -

-fhion'd Things, and fo laid afide. Some

trim it up in uncouth Phrafes, and never

- fhink they fpeak like the Oracles of God,

wnlefy
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"7 77 ak that which cannot be
he Wit of Man 3 and, like

Apollo, . are then infpired

ter unintelligible Riddles

es: As if to adorn the

irift, were to veil it, and

noft beautiful when moft

i think they adorn it, when

Itering and changing it 5

s'Way, and bringing in

then finding Fault with

igion were defigned:not to

till to be reformed it felf ;

to no other Purpofe in the

ly to be mended. This is

e Dotrine of Chrift, but

difparage it, when either

| any new Excellency unto

e it had not; or to-drefs

in new Fathions, and new

ion. It is-not to be done

ns, or new Opinions, or

any iautaiical and affeGted Way of Deli-
vering and Expounding the Truths of the
Gofpel. -~ ' o

Secondly, But Pofitively : To adorn the
Do&rine of God our Saviour, is to live
conformably unto it: For the Dotrine
of Chrift confifts, as [ told you, in two
Things 3 The Myfteries of Faith, and the

y R 4 Dutics



' 348 OF the Virtues

Daties of Obedeace. And we.adern this
Doftrine, when we live {uitably to both
of thefe. : . .
1ff. ‘When we gndeavour to live .ag-
sording to the Belief of thofe Myfteries
of Grace and Mercy that are revealed in
it. .In this Do@rine it is, that we have
the Glad-tidings -of Happinefs.and Salva-
tion. relosed- untp Mankind :by a Media-
tor 3 that the Forfeiture we had made of
our very Lives and Souls to the Juftioe of
God, is now sedeemed bg our Surety Je-
fas Clirit, who, hath undprtaken the de.
fperate Work of neronciling Sinness to an
boly and jealous God, and hath himfelf
§1I'd up that pse sdoue, that v and wmw-
pagable Gulph, that was between Heaven
and vs, laying his Crofs for oyr Bridge,
and Himfelf. for our Way to pafs oves
inta eternal Blifs and Joy. Now we are
faid to 'adorn this Do&rine. of God our
Saviour, when we live anfwerably ¢o the
Obligations that the Grace of the Gofpel
lays upon us.. What Obligations they
are, the Apoftle tells us in the two next
Verles after my Text 5 The Grace of God
dbut bringeth Sabvation, bath appeared umto all
i Men 5 teaching uc, that deyying Ungodlinefs,
' and worldly Lufts, we fhonld live righteonfly,
' Joberly, and godly in this prefemt World, It
§s the greatelt Reproach that can be caft
S , pon
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opoh ¢he Dodrineof Chrift, that it makes
Men Liibertines, or gives them Indulgence
te:3in. .Some may poflibly fo argue, that
if Chtift procured Happinefs dnd ‘Salve-
tion for them, these lics no Neceflity upon
them to exercife Holinefs .and StriGtnefs,
but .they mey live at Random, for Chrift
hath done all, This is that carfed infe-
roace which the Apoltle, all along in hig
Epiftles, :confutes and abhors ; 8§bad we
comtinze in Sin, thit Grace may aboand 2
God forbid. And this is the greateft Re-
psoach that can 'be calt on 3his Do&riae,
that 1it Ahould hold foeth Cheift as a Pas’
tron of Licendiotlne(s, who was the
greateft Pattern and kxample of Holisefs
and Rority. No ceitainly, she never in-
teatled ‘by fatisfying the Juftice of God,
to. encdurage the Wickednefs of Man:g
nok, that the Prowiles of the Gofpel
fbould be produged to inwalidate the Pre-
cepts of the Law. But, as:the Apoftle tells
us, Ver. 14. of this Chapter, He gave him-
JUf for us, that be wight redeem wa from oll
Twiquity, -wed parify to himfelf & peceliar Pege
phe, aedows of good Warks. The proper In-

fluenge that Divine Mercy fhould have
upon us, -is to conform us to the Divine:
Purity : So faith the Apoftle, 1 Cor: 7. 1.
Raving thefe Promifes, (the Promifes of
Heaven and Glory through Chrift) /s #s.
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cleanfe onr [elves from ol Filthinefs both Z
Flefb and Spirit, perfecding Holinefs in 8.
Fear.of God. And 1 Fobn 3. 3. Every Man
that bath this Hope in bim, purifith himfelf
even as God is pure. Now when the Grace
which is exhibited to us in the Gofpel of
- Jefus Chrift, is fuffered to have this kindly
Effe® upon us, by a {weet and genuine.
Attralivenefs to engage us to an holy
and blamelefs Life, - then is our Conver-
fation f{uch as adorns the Do&rine of God
our Saviour. L Lo
- 2dly. To adorn this Doftrine, is to
.live conformably to the Commands of it 3
requiring from us the Duties of new Obe-
dience in order to our eternal Salvation.
Now thefe Commands of the Gofpel, are.
the whole Moral Law, which is taken in,
to the Prote&tion of it, and fenced about
with the fuper-added Authority of Chrif¥’s
San&ion. It is only through the Graco
of the Gofpel, that the imperfe& Obedi-
ence of a Believer is at all'available to his
~ Salvation, fince the Law of Works accepts
not of any Obedience under the Degree
of moft perfe& and abfolute, So that
.when we endeavour, according to the
uttermoft of our Power and Ability, to
conform our Lives to the Commands of
the Gofpel ; when by our univerfal Holi-
nefs and Qbedience, we {trive in all Things

@
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. to pleafe God, then do we adorn the
Dodrine of Chrift. We credit our Pro-
feflion, and fet it off to the Efteem of
. others, when our Pra&ices an{fwer our
Pretences. This is in the General, to
-adorn the Dodrine of God our Saviour s
To live fuitably to the Grace revealed in
it, and to the Duties injoined by it.

- Ornaments ferve for. two Ules and In-
tents: The One s, to cover the Nakednefs
of thofe that wear them : The Other, to
beantify and fet them off to the Eftcem
and Acceptance of others. Now fuch an
boly. Gofpel-life, adorns the Do&rine of
Chrift both thefe Ways : P

e

-.Firf, It hides the Nakednefs, and takes
away the Shame of Religion : For nothing
is-a:greater Blemifh and Reproach to our
Profeflion, than the unfuitable Lives of
Profeflors. I need not tell you, what a-
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Difcredit Chriftians bave brought upon

Chriftianity ic felf, by their diforderly
Converfation. It were not {fo much to be
lamented, if the Shame of it lighted only
upon thofe who were guilty: But the
Name of Chrift is blafphemed thro’ their
Mifcarriages 5 and every one is ready to
caft the Dirt and Mire into which a Pro-
feflor falls, into the very Face of Religion

e it
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it felf; aad to upbraid Cheilt with the
Csimes of ‘thofe who pretend to be his
Bgllowers, and of his Retinue.

There is 2 twolold S‘lums‘and Reproach,
that befalls Refigion by tire loofe Lives of
_thofe who profels it ¢ :

Firff, Wicked Men are hereby indu-
. ced to thisk that it is but Fabalous, and

- . Secawdly, That it is but Frivolons, and
altogether uaneceflary. '

EFrg, They think that Religion is bat
"Mockg'y, m all that profefs it ae bot 2
Company of Diflemblers and Hypocrites.
Indeed, there is nothing that cam con-
vince the World that there is any Reslity
in Religion, but the Conformitog ous Lives
ftridtly according to the Rules and Pre-
eepts of it. And we well impute
the Increafe and Growth of Atheifm that
is now Abroad, to thofe ftrong Argumemnte
that Men have drawn from the Lives of
gj;ﬁgians, to confute’ ﬂ:;e Do&zine&d

riftianity : For not
conclude, t?bat it ‘isn!t:yipdﬁg;c thati‘}
Men fhould believe what they

. while their Lives are fo down-sight con-
tradiGtory to their Creed. Did they think
. it
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¥ true, that thete wese cternal Rewards,

and eternal Punifhments prepared to be
difpenfed to Men, ac
Works > Did they ¢h
Hell, and Wrath, and Fl
and intolerable Torme
eternal Portion of thol
Fﬂit‘hs md t
their Gofpe i
art wuen a
ot i
n this, ¢
but a well-cmch’de;d
holy and everlafting Go

ca
this ? It is a fad Accuf
The Name qf God 3s bla
Gentiles throngh you. F
| Verfe:
, and bed & Form of
were confidemt, that they
Blind, end Lights to the.
v;cjj-. Eminent Profefi
were, like the Men of ¢
o ty i T
u uof thy felf £ T
of the Law, throvg

thox God 2
doft :tk
Law ? Fhou that preten
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thou live as without God in the World !

Thou that preacheft a Man fhould fiot
fteal nor lie, norfwear, nor be drunk,
nor gcommit Adultery ; Doft thou lie, and’
ftedl, and fwear; art thou unclean; ar¢

thou intemperate, and as vile as the worft-
and vileft > Tremble at ity the Name of-

the great God ‘is blafphemed .among wic-
ked Wretches through you.. Thofe whe
were before Profane, you make Atheifti-

+ cal, fcorning and deriding the Gofpel of

Chrift as an idle Whimfey 5 and becaufe
they fee fo little in their Lives, conclude
that there is no Difference at all between
thofe that are called Saints, and thofe-
that are called Sinners ; but only, that the
one have their Tongues a little better
hung, and their Fancies a little higher
fcrewed up, than the other. And truly, L
cannot but with Shame and Sadnefs, re-
fle& upon it, that the Men of our Profef
fion are herein extreamly guilty, who by
the Unfuitablenefs of their Conver{ation;-
to the Purity of their Do&rine, make too
many in the World believe, that it is their:
Trade only to gull and cozen Men ; and
per{wade them to believe, what they are
wifer than to believe themfelves. Let us
beware, left thefe their Blafphemies be
not at laft charged upon us, who through
a worldly, loofe, and carnal Converfas
o 4 tion,
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tion, have made Religion even to ftink in :
their Noftrils.! It is only the Stri@nefs.

.of a Gofpel-life that can convince the
‘World, that Religion is any Thing real.
And if ever you would redeem its loft
Credit, fhow by the Stri¢tnefs and Holi-
nefs of your Lives, that yon do indeed
believe the Do&rine which you profefs,
and that you look upon it as that Do&rine
lizy‘&which you expe& to be judged at the

: s«mﬁy, ‘The diforderly Converfation
of Profeflors, as it tempts wicked Men to
think Religion to be a falfe, . and cun-
ningly devifed Fable 5 foat leaft, it tempts
them to look upon it as altogether need-
les. Naw whar Difgrace can be more
foul than to impute Frivoloufne(s to a
Do&rine which calls it felf the Oracles of
God, the only Rule of Holinefs, and the -
only Way to Happinefs; and to make
that fuperfluous and unneceflary, whofe
chiefeft Excellency confilts in its Ufe-
fulnefs and Tendency to our Salvation ?
And yet this Reproach upon the Gofpel,
through the Licencioufnefs of thofe who
profefs it, will be almoft inavoidable.
For if we compare the ftri& Precepts of
Chriftianity, with the loofe Lives of Chri-
ftians, we fhall be fhrewdly tempted to
conclude, that certainly thefe Men have

found
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foiind otit am eafier- Paflage. to Heawroit,
than by the ftraic Way, and the narow
Gate, | And.queftiondefs; this very Phing
hath been a2 Stumbling-block, at whikh
« idny have falien, and dath'd thetnfeivés
%o Picces. Fon what gan they think, when
on the one haind thiey hear Holinefs and
Purity-fo.mmuch fo earneftly
prefid upon es oy tne vocrme of Chtifts
and: on she dther, {68 it fo genevally .

le@ed and defp:™! - thole who Ppr
tend themfelves: ioft ftudied and
vers'd in- that DoGrine ; bue that doube
lefs ilinfe Men do know }pmcwhat, whick
perhaps they ase loth to divulge, thit gives
them a Difpenfation frorh the Prafiieeof
that: Godlise(s which they profef8 ? -And
fo. they thitsk that God ufeth them, as
fome Tiadefmen do their Ciftomers;
¢hat he asks high for Heaven at-firlt, but
- when it comes to the Iflie, will fall of his
Price, awnd let them hdve it at 2 far eafief
Rage than his firft Demands. - And ¢his, [
am confident, is the very Reafon, why
thofe very few that walk ftrictly and ho-
lily, and demean themfelves inoffcaﬁvcz

both towards God and Man, are yet

gzgpi{éd ::idrhatedlin the World. Some
fpife and fcorn them, as a Compuyd
poor filly Sauls, that have lefs Wie, and
more Horiefty by half than needs. Others
o1 ¢hate
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hate them as a Company of impertinent
Bafy-bodies in Religion, that ferve only
to raife the Market for Heaven, and rea-
dily give God all that he asks. But gene-
rally the World looks upon them as. too
precife, and making too much ado about
that Salvation, which elfe would come at
an cafier Rate. Look to it, left this Dif-
refpe, and Villifying of the Power of
Godlinefs, and Prattical Holinefs 5 left -
the Contempt and Obloquy that is caft
upon a fevere and mortified Life, be not
charged upon you, who by a vain, car-
nal, frothy, and light Converfation, have
perfwaded the World, that Chrift was a
more ftri® Preacher, than he will be a
Judge, and that his Laws ferve rather to
fhew what Holinefs is, than to exatt it.

And thus [ have fhen'you, How that
by the unfuitable Livés of Profeflors, this
twofold Shame will befal Religion it {elf;
that wicked Men will be ready to account
it either fal(e or frivolous. - o

And upon both Accounts, confider what'
dreadful Confequences will follow :

Firf?, To bring this Blemi(h upon Reli-
gion, that it is either falfe or unneceffary,’

i8 in a great meafure to evacuate the Death. -~
of Chrift, and to fruftrate one of the %regt
‘ S nds
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- Ends for which he fuffer'd. There were

Two great and important Reafons of
Chyrift's Death : '

" TheOne was, The Satisfaltion of Divine
Juftice as a Redeemer. . :
The Other, The Atrteftation of the Truth
of bis Do&trine as a Martyr: He hath
fealed to the World by his own Blood,
both the Certainty Neceflity of the
Do&rines which he taugbt : And thege-
fore Chrift himfelf tells Pilate, Jobe 18. 37.
To this End was I born, and_for this Canfe
came I into the World, that 1 foodd bear
Witnefs to the Truth, And the greateft

" Teftimony he gave to the Truth of the

Gofpel, was upon the Crofs, laying down
his Life, and fhedding the lalt Drop of
his moft precious Blood, rather than he
would difavow or recant the leaft Article
of that holy Dotrine which he had deli-
vered : And therefore we have that Ex-
preflion, 1 Jobu 5. 8. There are Three Sbat
bear Witnefs in Earth, the Spirit, the Water,
and the Blood. Which, 1 think, may be
congruoufly enough expounded if we here
take the firlt of thefe Witnefles, the Spiris,
for the Spirit, or Soul of Chrift, which he
breathed forth when he gave up the Ghoft :
And the Water and Blood, to be that mix'd
Stream that flowed out of his Side, wbte‘n

: the
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the Soldier’s Spear opened unto us that
Fountain of Life and Salvation. Thefe
Three bear Witnefs on Earth to the Do-
&rine of Chrift, that it is both true in it
felf, and neceflary alfo to eternal Salva-
tion. Now confider, you who by a loofe
and wanton Converfation, give Occafion
to the World to fufpe& either the one,
or the other, what do you lefs than in-
validate the Death of Chrift ; and bring
Men at laft to believe, that he died for
that which is cither falfe or frivelous?
Which is the greateft Affront and Indig-
t can poflibly be put upon our

1 Saviour. Malft not the World

ftrange, that Chrift fhould

7 fubmit himfelf to fo cruel and

ious a Death as that of the Crofs,
‘onfirmation of a Do&rine, which

few of thofe who profefs the Truth of it,
will vet be perfwaded by all the Rewards
to put in Pra&ice ? Muft

i judge it a moft abfurd

d a Religion, and then die

ules and Precepts of which

(fible, or unneceffary to be

if they look into the Lives

nd take Notice how vaftly

: A&ions are to the Rule

which they profefs ; what elle can they
think but that Chrift loft his very Death,
‘ S 2 as

259



260

-

Of the Virtues --
as well as his Life,- when he died to ¢on-
firm fuch a Religian, - whofe Laws are fo
rigoreus that they cannot be kept, or
whofe Indulgence is fo darge, that it can-
not be out-finned ? Is this a Doctrine
worth {uch Pain and Shame, worth Mar-
tyrdom and the Crofs, that hath fo little

Influence upon thofe that imbrace it, to

conform their Lives to the Principles it
teacheth ? Are the Rewards it promifeth
fo inconfiderable, or the Punifbments it
threatens {o eafy and gentle ; or the Evi-
dence it gives of the Certainty of both,
fo glimmering and obfcure, that it.canmgt
prevail with thofe .who own it, to sban-
don their Vices, or their prefent Pleafures,
for future Fears and Hopes? And what!
Shall we think fuch a Religion can ever
bring its Followers to Heaven, when as it
cannot bring them to Virtue ? Believe it,

this refle&s highly upon our Lord Jefus

Chrift, and lays an Imputation either up-
on his Sincerity, or his Wifdom, in dy-
ing for a Dodrine, which ordinarily hath-
no more Power over thofé-who profefs
and own it, than only to name them
Chriftians. IRt

. Secondly, Confider that the Profefflion
of Religion, without a fuitable Praice,

- tends only to harden the Hearts of wic-

ked Mep,. and: to-ftrengthen their Haads
- NI i
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in theit' Courfe of Sih and Profanenefs =
For fuch is either ‘the VWeaknefs, - or Cor-
ruption of Humane Nature, that we are
foonet led by Examples, than by Precepts
and® folfow the Herd, rather than the
Guide ;' accounting ricthing a furerMark'
of the right Way, than the Tradts of others
that go before us.” Now when wicked
Men fhill fee thee,” who art a Profeflor,
live  undnfwerably "to that Religion thou
makeft Shew of, will they not be ready to
blefs themfelves in -their Ways,  and to
cry, Peace, Peace, to themfelves ; fince
thon -who: thinkeft well of thy felf, and
whom others perhaps think well of too,
art in Reality no better than they > Do
not I fee (may fuch an one fay) that
thofe who are taken for Saints,‘are proud,
and impatient, and covetous, and revenge- -
ful > And if fuch Men get to Heaven, as
they preténd they fhall, why maynot I?
'Tis true indeed, they talk of Self-denial,
and Contempt of the World, and Com-
munion with God, and -great Spiritual
Enjoyments ; but look into our Lives,
and mine is as harmlefs and innocent as
theirs. If they let themfelves loofe to
the Pleafures of the World, drink till
Wine" inflames them 3 difcourfe lewdly,
and lafcivioufly by Tropes and ‘Meta-
phors ; cozen and chedt in their Bar-
IR S 3 gains,
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Natural Condcience will {troggle and tu-
multuate, and draw back, when we follow
thofe.who pretend no other, but togo to
Hell ; They cannot but with Remorfe re-
fle upon it, that ever they fhould foffer
themfelwes to be lead by fuch whom they
know-to be in the ready Way to Dam-
| they fee thofe who
feaven, and entertain
of Glory and Salva-
tand fainted in every
1d whom all conclode
v that fhall be {aved,
as thefe indulge them-
of Wickednefs, they
by fuch an Example
10t, they may do the
Sonfcience 5 yet they
v do it without any
ation : And {o fin
gret, and perith, and
with good Company.
their Sins be not at
ore; for though they
1s the Prophet {peaks )
vill require the Blood of
mds 5 who by encou-
th thy loofe Example,
a d?ﬂ}e’mblcd Holinefs,
sir Crimes thy Guilt
S - d etermatly in Hell,both
‘e S 4 for
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for thine own Hypocrify, and their Pro-
fanenefs. g
Thirdly, The ynfuitable -and . ucholy
Lives of Profeflors, muft needs induce
wicked Men to.think that their Ways are
better than God’s : :What elfe ggn they
conclude, bat that ccrtain}y:Religion and
Piety is fome fowre, morofe Thing, when
they fee thofe that pretend meoft to it,
{teal away to.refrefh themfelves with the
Pleafures of Sin > Hath not Holinefs Des
lights enough within it felf to content
you ? Is not Peace of Confcience, Calm-
nefs and Serenity of Mind, the Love of
God, the Performance of Duty, the Con-
{olations of the Holy Gholt, are not all
thefe Joy enough for you, but you muft
needs break the Hedge, and ftray intg the
World’s Common ? As if you wanted
Pafture, .or thofe Paftures wanted Ver-
dure and Refre(hment. Is not an whole
Eden {ufficient for you, but you muft like-
wife talt of the forbidden Fruit ? What
is this, but to give a moft wretched Oc-
cafion tp wicked Men to applaud their
Choice, and to think it much better and
wifer than yours ? VWhat a Difparage-
ment is this to Religion, that thofe who
imbrace it, muft be beholding to Sin and
Wickednefs, for all the pleafant Hours
they enjoy ? As if to figh and weep, Jt:
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be fad and melancholy, were the only
Employment of a Chriftian’s Life : Or as
if, indeed, there were not more true Con-
tent and Pleafure to be found in Tears and
Sighs, in fad and ferious Thoughts, than
_in all thofe impure and muddy Delights,
for.which you forfake them. No, if ever
yoir: would ‘adorn the Gofpel, and win
over. others unto the Profeflion and Obe-
dience of it, live fo, that the World may .
fee a- Chriftian can live upon the Allow~-
ance that God gives him ; and that you -
“do not belong to fo hard a Lord and Ma-
fier, as that you muft be neceffitated for’
ar Work, to ferve him; and for your.
Reereation, the Devil.  While you feek
your Divertifement in the Pleafures of
Sin;. wicked Men cannot bat think Reli-
gion a mere Drudgery, and themfelves
- the.only happy Men, when they fee thofe’
who pretend much to enjoy God in ‘the’
Ways of Holinefs, forced to come over
to their loofe and finful Ways, that they
may enjoy themfelves. For Shame Chri-
ftians, caft not fuch a Difparagement up--
an Religion ; but let it appear, that it can
maintain its Servants upon its own ; and
hath enough not only to employ, but to
delight them too. ’ et

Fourthly,”

YY)
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Fourthly, The unholv aad unfhitable
Lives of Chriftians, i others to
fin more deeply and deiperately, than elfe
they would have doane : For always thofe
who ‘are led by Examples, make them
lofe fomewhat of their Rigour and Seve-
rity. So that whatfoever Scope and Al-
lowance thou giveft thy felf, others, who
obferve thy Courfe and Manner of Life,
Xilcll b; ﬁge to inlarge dit to them{civess

nd fo, a wretched Improvement, s
{mall Sin iz thee, (hall become a great and
heinous one in them, and thou too be

~ guilty of it, who by thy Mifcarriages baft
given them Encouragement to. miitate,
- and exceed thee. Thou who art am smi-
nent and glorious Profeffor, the of
the whole Place are upon thee, to obferve
and watch thy Demeanour. They cos-
clude, that thou aimeft at nothing lefs
than the higheft Pich and Degree-of
Glory : And therefore, if thou canftn-
dulge thy felf fuch a Liberty, certainly
they may allow themfelves a larger Scope
and though they fall fhort of thee, yet
hope they fhall not fall (hort of Heavens
wherein, if they may fhine but as Stars,
*tis all they expe&t, while thou thineft as
~the Sun in the Firmament. This is our
wretched Temper, that we are not ambi-
tious for Heaven and Happinefs, but con-
' tent
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tent”our felves if we think we may b have

—_—— L . A M™% . %a._
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our Mifcatriages have emiboldencd them
to commit. o , )

;- And thus I have at large fhewed you,
the great Difgrace and Difcredit which
Profeflors bring upon Religion, by the
Unfuitablenefs of their Lives to ‘their
Principles and Profeffion. They make
the World believe it to be either falfe,
or needlefs : -And fo they do in a great
meafure evacuate the Death of Jefus
Chrift ; make wicked Men fecure and
impenitent in their Sins, induce them to
think that their Ways are better than
God’s 5 and encourage them to fin more
da’ring’ly and defperately, than elfe the

would. And yet notwithftanding thefe
great Mifchiefs, Mifchiefs which ftrike at
the very Life of Piety and Religion 5 not-
withftanding thefe, which follow upon
an unholy Converfation, what is the or-
dinary Rate‘at which Profeflors live, but
vain, ftothy, fenfual, and worldly? Yea,
as far removed fometimes (I fpeak it with
Shame) ‘from the Honefty of comnion’
Men, as they would be thought to be
from the Pollutions and Impieties of the
World. Now, muft it not needs be a
Stumbling-block to many, when Men fhall
fpeak at fuch a Rate of Spiritualnefs, as if
- fome
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fome Angel fat upon their Tongues, . and
yet live at fuch a Rate of Vanity, and it
may be of Profanenefs too, as if Legion
oflefs’d their Hearts ? VWhat fhall we
dge of {fuch Men ? If we judge the Tree
 the Leaves, what elfe can we think of
them, but that they are Trees of Righte-
oufnefs, and Plants of Renown? .But if
we look to their Fruits, Envy, Strife, Vari-
ance, Wrath, Pride, Worldlinefs, Selfith-
nefs, what can we think of them, byt that
Heaven and Hell are now as near. toges
ther, as thefe Mens Hearts and Mouths ?
May we not ufe the fame Speech that the
Apoftle doth, concerning the Corinthians,
1 Corinth. 3. 3. Ye 4re yet carnal 5 for where-
as there i among you Envying, Strife, and
Divifions, are ye not carnal, and walk as
Men ¢ If the Apoftle could have laid in a
Charge again(t thefe Corinthians, not only
of Envy, Strife, and Divifion ; but of Ha-
tred, . Bitternefs, and Implacablene(s of
Spirit 5 of Brain-fick Opinions, and Self4
feeking Pra&ices, joined with the utter
Negle¢t and Contempt of the Glory aof
God. as juftly as we can againft the
Men of our Times ; certainly his Reproof
would not have been {q mild as to tell
them .they. walked as Men, but rather
that they. walked as Devils. Such are
8 Reproach to Religion 5 a Grief and.a
: . Shame

269



270 -OF the Virtues

sname to true Chriftians who are jealous

for the Lord God of Hofts, and cannot, but

with bleeding Hearts, obferve the Difho-

nour that is caft upon the Ways of God
thofe who will be-Saints in {pight o1

are {o many

blocks laid in the Ways of others, im-

bittering their Spirits againft

fion of Holinefs, accounti

than Hypocrify,“nd erofs

or elfe encouraging

Examples, to continue in thei

and Profanenefs.

~ Thus now I have fhewn you the firft
Ufe of Ornaments, which is to hide
Shame and Nakednefs ; and that it is only

" an holy Life and Converfation, that can
hide the Shame of Religion : For where
the Life is unfuitable to the Profeffion, it
refle®s this twofold Shame upon Relis
gion, that it is either Fabulous or Frivo-
lous, either Untrue or Unneceflary : And
have fhewn you the fad Confequences
that will follow upon thefe.

Secondly, Another Ufe of Ornaments, is
to beautify the Perfon that wears them,
and to fet him off to the Acceptance and
Efteem of others. And thus alfo itis only
an holy and ftri& Life, that can adolr’n
‘ (4 the
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the Dodtrine of God our Savieur. Na
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Firf, The blamelefs Life of a Chriftian,
gives Life to Religion 5 adds as much
Beauty to Religion, as natural Life doth
toaMan. Take a dead Corps, and though
it bath the fame Features, the {fame Linea-
ments, and Proportion that it had before,
yet how ghaftly and frightful a SpeGacle
is it ? And that very Face which was beau-
tiful and pleafing while living, yet terrifies
and fcares t1s, when the Life and Soul is
departed from it. So isit here: The Do-
&rine of the Gofpel in it ¢If confider'd
{eparate from Praftice, is but a dead Let-
ter ; ang though there be a great Excel-
.x 3 ]Cn(‘y
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igdey>dm ke, s there s mi. the Frané: dfa
dead'Badlys ryetiit frath aotthofleCharms
ynd :Alldvemerits;,. which i¢ hatli when the
Livies of €itfiftiaris pudt Lifé intoie. . The
Setisénofs:iaad Severity of its Rules and
Rrecepts,iwould ather Eriglit:and :deier
Memfrom ° ofiit, than invite
fee therBeauty of’ Holi-
it;gpod Efxa;nple
[ TR 04 B PRI 4 38
nd- »ﬁmaﬁk:‘bfé
thé Dotrinei of
tcﬁlﬁcsrtlmﬁ'nc{’l
«bmth: bpom!che
ifabions sof Reri.
wtrine ié/ chie
i hasth

i .~ a

hénbitAhabtap-
hils Dodtrine of
L to the-Opening
. the Faming- of
Sinners:g that i1
"Rocks .in Pieces,
edrs out.of" &uny
appear what a -
| wrought  upon
thote'who feemed moft boiftrous and un-
iradtable. bringing them upon their Knees
very' Duft, ‘before ' that
whom thev: have darinelv offended -
v i 4a4uu
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C o< feﬂiom by the conftant’ Praltice of: thefe
_ foliowmg Graces. v/ ‘_:.'i @\3

e ! 1

£ )

F:rﬂ, Love, hndchrotherlv Klndneﬁ
one ‘toward$ anothver.: T
Badge and diftinguifbing
Chriftiamy: Jobn t:_;g‘s
Men kivw thar ye
bave. Lodbve Gne:towdrds M
moft -béaatiful - Grace,. &
fets a great Lofire upet
makes it beautiful #bo. 1t
the: Heathens: took : meft
of innthe iPrimitive Ct
theé would not only eor
Eftates one'to anotlvev,
their Lives, :ahd" offer
their Brethren. . Thisokh
Perfecaidts-cry: dut,i e
KChabiftiansi love ‘ore umovbe
Bellow-Mumbers 'of. 1 fa
whereof Jefus Chrift is t
as therbis.a Sympathy'i
tu;il b:it’we;en ;he ‘Meml
er, i"the ‘reft: fuffer
? bomowred, a{:e /:)ﬁedﬂtzﬂ
o tit to be. amongl
?:?:be Body.of Ch'gg’i
<Pm£mtar as’ the ‘Apeft
12 26,:27. 'What)a &
Thing “were: it for’ ‘the Mawlers of vhe
¢ 1 Body




whith adoen Relgion. 277









| QBQ \*u@)“s ﬂbv"ﬁ!&tl}aﬁs\ﬂ

‘”.f%
R of’



whicir udien Religion. 18z
il Y v e eV ae yimeis T
1Y md",x Bhtienak:'dnder v Tsibukitions
arid-AfliKtons;és voGrade- that dbity exw
ccuﬁdgyndd'n #hds Do rivie; :of God odt
‘'Whem we pné-uader: amp Chals
ﬂnfcliéﬂt;ﬂmh the Hapd of God; oxaay
Perfecpbion futameohe Rdge disd Wrath iof
Man, quietly tocfubmjt- withod weithin
repining or murmuring. A Chriftiin
fhoald pals  dsokigh ith Mborkd awithe as
e INoife, dadi Tublalt >a#. majili bed
WickedMen:imby nsiramd- {waggei-in
ytitds theinGotinknp : Butib only a
Ghriftiah's: Rodd, - through which :Hei is
tiveelling to: his Country. ;" And- ‘it wers
avain and endlefs Thing, fhould he:
tdxtdkd subvarStone, - and: caft: at’every
Dogy that t him in his Paffage.
But ibeox elfewhere treated at
lioge doncerning this: Grace of . Patience,
Iﬂnl)mrﬁnherﬂpatute.hem R
wAcsDd boe ilud o e e
-1-sFowrtbly; Mukouity and I.owﬁneﬁ; of
Mindy) isvar Goabel: thasvdoth tnightily
adory thei DofttigeoofChrift. And theres
fom v Perigl gprritcisvilled be Orwament
aq;mﬁttud ! Spiris; . which in the '
ﬂod{; :gmaf. Brire. A proud,
cmoed -Chriftian is a
Monﬁcrun: As rany; Extube-
fance and Wen in the Body is a great
AT Dcfor-
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Deformity and Blemifh to it; fo thefe
Profefibss:thiat ate: highyfuwiodii an&pﬁl"d
up- with, Gonceis,: tboyaara but Vieas' nx
the Body'myiticil ;. they aré but Blifters,
thathnmmnothmg im them but i Wit
mous; and. brigg a geedt deal. of Defor+
tnty -and ancred::i ngsmthdt:hdy, Retid
gm whx:h! thcy L iiD GLM
A T LI I < lﬂlf‘ 1
€ Tbeve % ativofold RmkgEhllch(b,’
Dﬂuhﬂ‘m A.Childsth Bride, 1 eall ﬂm
‘which s/ ‘converfant ‘about’ .Miel,
adorning tiat: beyond Decencyrt; a0d then
thmﬁmgudlcmfelvcslbyti o mach i betzed
than othbrs, by ;howﬁueh their Cloxetrs
arcﬁnérs I RTINS T R AT
A Devnli}ﬂr Ihwde,,“n tﬁat«:whtch%lntks
withiny wheri (Men:arecprivisd sof ) theit
Excetencies1and - 'Perfeftions,: ' proud . df
their Wit,~ob: their’ jndgmcm, of theif
Elocutiony .dr anly.qther of :God's; Gifs 5
. yea, and Pride is fuch a Ruft and Canker
as cdhr féize oni the povek Meta‘lsg thiere
miy ! be fonie:proud: of their very G
yea, ‘proud of ithéirivery: Humility x"xc 4
\" Now' thdugh tth}:eﬁ])ﬂner‘l:ndé
ridiculobs,. yet ‘this morepmﬁu
cions:and baneﬁll an?gotbare con
to the_Spirit of - thmﬁofpel and’ bn A

Blemtﬁx upon the P.quﬂlus of |t. :

P

Therc
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* There,'be Two Things in Pride ‘that
make it o unlove]y : IInfOciablcnc& and
Contention.
" A ‘proud Man-is -an unfocmble Man.
He fooks upon all others as below him g
hates’ a ‘Rival, and ‘fcorns to have an
Equal." If all will not vail to his Opi
nion in: Matters -of Difpute,” or (o his
Humouf in Matters of ‘Prattice, he tifkes
himifelf ‘as -affronted by thenr; and be-
canfe’ Hé hath given himfelf a kmdmf
Sovcrevgnty over others, -looks *upon
himfelf as” wronged, 'if others il 'fiot
do fo too, and Jet him controul and go~
vern them as- the ofily fit and able: Per-
fon to do‘it. Hence we'inay _cominonly
obferve it, that though there is a kibd of
Love'and Complacesicy between alf other
Sinners ohe towards another; as the
Drunkard loves his Pbt-Compaméﬂ and
feks his Company_the Thief joins him-
felf in Socnety wit thofe whoare Th:evcs,
and every one labours to rub ‘his Vice
upon as many as he can; yet ' never
was it feen’ that twe proud Men’ could
agtee ‘together : For none is a greater
Enemy to Pride in atiy'but himfelf, than
a'prond Man ;--and that becaufe th:sfzsa
Vice that always fecks Supériofity -and
Preeniinerice, whicli' a2 proud Man' an-'
not beat in any but hnm('elf o
Again,
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“

~ Sixthly, It doth much adorn the Do-
&rine  of "Chrift - to be juflt and uprighe
in our Dealings with Men. It muft needs |
lﬁ amoft foul Blemith to Religion, when
thofe whaprofefs.it fhall pretend:to-hi
Spiritual Enjoyments,-and yet negle®
o : Dutics
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dité, which:thou fhalt certainly pdy, tho'
not to thofe thou haft wronged, yet to
the Juftice of God, who is the great
“id univerfil Creditor. He is the Aven,
o1 of dll fuch, who by wronging others:
: them moft of
15, ana ¥nbitter  their
thiat Religion ahd Pfofef*
ed them. -
the Scandal is fo much the
" " ¢Wound that Religioni
réceiv~* - more incurable'; whed Ra-
" and Injuftice, fhall
eterice of advancing the
* *" the Hornour and
".+ WWhatjs this celfe but
a Partoerthip with
to make him the Rectiver of
3 To tranfgre(s the Law, that  °
the Lawgivér, and td
“rwgu § fake ? AS ilf it Vl;el'éi
to himh, toinake ufe-of the
«nk Law to break the Second
that to be zedlous towards
“we {hould. be unjuif} tos
wards Men. - Let it appéat now by your
ty ahd Juftice towardsall with whom
you deal,. thiat you doindeed believe that
Gofpel - which “yoit profdfs, ard which
teacheth you to defpife whatfoever this
World offers, either: 4t thé Pfice of a
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* Sin againft your Religion, or of a Re-
proach upon it.

Seventhly, It doth mightily adorn the
Dotrine of God our Saviour, as to be
- juftand upright in our Dealings with Men,
fo as not to oger-reach and defraud them
in what is theirs, fo neither to be too
rigorous and ftri& in exaling what is
our own. We ought int fome Cafles Fare
noftro cedere, to part with our own Right,
and rather than be contentious, fit dowa
by the Lofs of what others unjuftly take
from us. Whereas thofe who will ftrain
their Right to the utmoft Extent, and
ftill have recourfe to the fummum Fus, the
moft rigid Exattion of whatfoever they
can lay claim to, if they turn not Juftice
into Oppreffion, yet they turn it into
Warmwood, as the Prophet {peaks, and
make it bitter and unpleafing. ' If they
do not Injury to others, yet certainly
they injure themfelves, and they injure
_ the Reputation of that Religion tl?pto-
fefs, which requires us.not to ftand upon
Punéilio’s, but to give a meek Conceflion
~one to another; and votes him that
yields both to have the better Caufe, and
to be the better Man. And yet I do
not condemn, where Violence and Inja-
ftice deprives us of what is neceﬂirylto
' the
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But if the Injury be greater than is fit to
be bora, this doth not forbid you to have
recourfe to the Magiftrate, for ke beareth
not the Sword in vain. Revengeis an un-
tamed Thing 5 and it is well for Man-
kind that God hath challenged it to him-
felf, Vengeance belongeth unto wme, faith the
Lord : And hath appointed Magiftrates,
whom he calls God’s, committing to
them the Difpenfation of Temporal Ven-
geance, referving to himfelf the Difpen-
fation of Eternal. Yea, fo far muft we
be from being Judges in our own Caufe,
that our Saviour adds, Whofoever fball
Jriite thee on thy Right Cheek, turn to him
the other alfo; which mult not be under-
ftood as litterally obliging us. For nei-
ther Chrift himfelf, nor his Apoftle

293

St. Paul, invited the Injuries that were

done them, but rather {harply reproved
thofe that unjuftly {mote them. To turz

the Cheek, therefore fignifies nothing elfe

but to bear patiently the Affronts that

are done us. And fo we have it, Lament.

3. 30. He giveth the Cheek to hime that
Jwiteth him. And fo it is prophefied of
Chrift, Ifziah 50. 6. That he (hould gize

bis Back tothe Smiters, and his Cheeks to them .

that pluck off the Hair. That is, he thould
fuffer meekly and patiently thofe Indig-

nities that were done unto him. All that

usz- cither
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&
~ citheér the Example or Precept of Chrift

Iays upon us, is to bear fuch perfonal In-
juries calmly 5 and to be willing rather
to {uffer a fecond, than to revenge the firft.
And this is far enough from that Senfe,
which that fcoffing Apoftate Fwlian put
upon the Words, when commanding fome
Chriftians that were brought before him

- to be boffeted, ask’d them in Scorn, “ Why

‘ they did not follow the Commands of
¢ their Mafter, who bid them tura the other
¢ Cheek alfo 2 ‘ '

. It follows 5 If any Man fue thee at Law,
and take away thy Coat, let bim have thy
Cloak_alfo. Neither muft this be under-
ftood according to the Letter, as if we
were bound to reward thofe who injure
us s -but thus much it teacheth us, that
about {mall Matters, Things that we can
eafily be without, or elfe eafily procure,
as a Coat, or a Garment, or the like, we
fhould not be contentious 5 but rather re- |
cede from our Right, than rigoroufly pur-
fue "it with Strife and Quarrels. And
traly, this is 2 Temper worthy of Chri-
ftians ; but how rare is it to be found !

~ Pride, and Paffion, and Self-Intere(t, have
- pow a-days eaten out the Meeknefs, Cha-

rity, and Patience of a Chriftian Spirit.
Many hot Profeffors there are, that, with
Peter, are ready to pray for Fire to come
RiIR At " down

|
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~anyn from Heaven; and confume thofe
that offer them the ledft Injury: And
mahy that are more ready to take from
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“others what is juftly theirs, than to yield

‘up any Thing of their own to the unjufk
Poficflion of others; many that would
- rather {mite on both Cheeks, than fuffer
on one. Certainly Chriftian Meeknefs
Bs perilh’d from the Earth. And if we
would find any remarkable Examples of it,
we muft tarn over the ancient Monuments
of the Primitive Charch ; for our latter
Ages can furnifh us with very few. Be
perfwaded, Chriftians, to bring this again
in Praftice. Nothing will more com-

mend your Religion, nor fet it off to the -

Eftecem of others, than this: For when
th? fhall fee you bear notorious Wrongs
and Affronts, with a conquering Patience 5
when they fhall fee you part with your
Right, rather than ftrive about it ; and

willingly forego thofe Things, wherein

others place a great Part of their Content
and Felicity ;3 what muft the World con-
clude, but that certainly thefe Men have
" a moft excellent Religion, a Religion
doubtlefs that affures them of far better
and more excellent Things than thefe,
fince it can prevail with them fo eafily

to give up their Concerns, which others’

U4 fo

{
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" fo highly value. And indeed, upon tif#§
very Score the Apoftie fets jt, Heb. 10. 344
T took joyfully the Spoiling of your Goods,
knowing in jour felves that ye have in Heas
ven a better, and an-gnduring Subftance. -

-+ This is the laft particalar Duty 1 fhall
infilt en,’ as adorning the Gofpel. Many
thers theye are, too numerous indeed to
be feverally difcenrfed of;s As the filling
gp of. our Relations with the Duties ap-
pertaining to-them 5 Self-denial, and an
ﬁoly Contempy of this World 5 Charity
and Liberality in rclieving the Neceflities
of others : - A mugual Forbeaging to cenfure
and judge one another ; a Sin that mighti:
ly abounds in this Age, whercin eyery
ne thinks fo much the betterof himfelf, by
how much the wor{e lie thinks of others:
A chearful -contented Spirit under eve
Pifpenfation of God’s Providence towards
- wst With feveral others, which I cannot
pow, {tand to.treat of particularly. -
Q;e_,'-- t et e L0 8
- - And thus I have difpatck’d the Do&ri-
nal 'Part of : this-Subject, and thewn you
Jboth"what ig is to adorn the DoGrine of
Chrift; and Jikewife, how a holy and pious
Life; that is conformable to the Precepts of

our Religion, doth it in gen¢ral, and im_

: ;icul;aro'-- et} T Y

-
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“All that remains farther to-be done, is
to exhort you thus to adorn the Deérine
of God our Saviouy in all Things § " that as
you have taken up the Name and Profef-
fion of the Chriftian Religion, fo you
would walk worthy of both, and of t4e
Vocation wherewith you are called. Senfible
] am, :that.the Temptations which lie
againft a ftri& and Gofpel-Converfation?
are many and difcouraging. The carelefs
Examples. of thofe whom we yet think
well of 5 the Enmity of the World whick
lies in Wickedne$, and will be fure to
hate thofe who, by being more fevere and
precife than themfelves, upbraid their
Crimes 5 the Reluttance of the Fleth againft
a Doctrine that engageth us to {ubdue and
mortify it 5 the Rigour and Difficulty of
Chrilt’s Precepts 5 -and vain Hopes and
Prefumptions of Gbd’s Indulgence: Are
all of them fuch powerful Orators, that
he who would ¢arry it againft all thefe,
had need ufe very forcible Motives; fuch
as fhould not only perfwade, but com-
pel; and give fuch Reafons, as fhould
not only convinge, but neceflitate. But
this not being in the Power of Man, [
{hall only fhew you how reafonable this
Exhortation is, notwithftanding all the
Prejudices that lie againft it; and doubt
G, e ~ not,

-~
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"~ not, dut I thall {peak fo much on the Be-
half of firi& Piety and Godlinefs, that
. Murmurings and Repinings fhall be the
only Objection left, which I muft leave to
the efficacious Perfwafions of the Holy
Spirit to remove and anfwer.

The Grounds of all, I fhall jay in Two
Particulars: '

Firft, That the Profeflion of the Do-
&rine of Chrift, is moft rational.

Secondly, That it is moft rational we
fhould live according to the Profeflion wg
make. - )

The Firf? 1 fhall but briefly fpeak unto,
becaufe I take it as granted by all of us:
Yea, even thofe lewd profane Wretches
who hate the Profefidrs of Religion and
Godlinefs, and make them their Sport
and Scorn 3 yet have not the profligate
Impudence to avow that it is for their
Profeflion, but pretend it is for their Hy-
pocrify, becaufe they do not a& fuitably
thereunto : Yea, the very Devil himfelf
is forced to acknowledge, that this is the
Doé&rine which fhews uuto us the Way
of Life and Salvation, A4&s 16. 17. All
other Religions in the World are notbiﬁg

clfe
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elfe but a Fardle of ridiculous Fopperies ;
which the Devil could never have imp
fed on Mankind, did he not love to make
Men Fools, and to triumph over their
Reafon, as well as their Souls, .

The Excellency of this Dod&rine of
Chrift, appears in thefe Three Things :

Firf}, 1n the Sublimenefs of the Myfte-
ries it teacheth. '
~Secondly, 1u the Pgrity of the Duties i¢
enjoins.
Thirdly, In the Tranfcendency of the
Rewards it promifeth. | :

 Firf}, Its Myfteries are moft {ublime

and lofty. And no Wonder, for in them
is contained the manifold Wifdom of
God : A Trinity in Unity 3 the Incarna-
tion of the Son of God ; that the Immor-
ta] God fhould die ; and that, by his Death,
he fhould give Life to the V‘l)rld 5 that
his Blood and Sufferings fhould fatisfy Di-

vine Juftice, and expiate qur Offences:
And indeed, the whole Method of Redemp-
tion are Myfteries that far furmount
“the higheft Flight of Reafon, and yet are
therefore the more rational, and do the
more oblige us to believe them, becaué’c
) the
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the fame Reafon tells us, that that cannot

- be the Wifdom of God, which may be
comprehended by the Weaknefs and Fool-
ifhnefs of Man. .

Secondly, Its Precepts are moft holy and
pure. As for the Idolatrous Worthip of
the Heathens, it was barbarous, and com-
monly cruel or obfcene, infomuch that
Cato (though it was the only Religion
which he knew) was athamed to be pre-
fent at its Solemnities. And for the Fewifh
Religion, fo much of it as is not incorpo-
rated into the Gofpel, though there were

- nothing in it difhoneft nor unlawful ; yet
it confifted in external Obfervations, as
Circumcifion, and Sacrifices, and Ablu-
tions, which God inh Wildom impofed
upon them to graufe and bufy them about
the Ceremonies of their own Religion,
who were fo naturally prone to fall inta
the Idolatry of others. But the Doctrineg
of Chrift teacheth us to worthip him who
is a Spirit, in Spirit and in Timth 5 to em-
i;:loy our felves in .thofe Works which

ave an innate' and infgparable Good-
nefs in them. It requires us not to cir-
cumcife our Flefh, but our Hearts 5 not to
offer up the Blood of Bulls and Goats uato
God, but even our own, if it be neceffary,
. in
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in bearing Witnefs to the Truthi, and for
the Glory of God 3 not to waflh our Gar-
ments, or our Cups, but #o cleanfé our felves
Jrom all Pollutions both of Flefl and Spirit
not fcrupuloufly to abftain from fome
Kind of Meats, but temperately to abftain
from Excefs in any Kind of them. This
is the Do&rine that commands us to truft
God with all our Affairs, to take his Pro-
. mifes for Security, to love and fear him
who, is infinitely Good, and infinitely
‘Great, as the whole of that Service he re-
quires from us. This alone reacheth to
‘our Thoughts, and to our Affetions, and
lays the Ax to the very Root of our Vices,
judgingpthofe fecret Motions of our Souls
whicls are unaccountable to any but God
alone ; condemning rath Anger for Mur-
der, and an unchaft Glance for Adultery
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and penetrating into the inmoft Receffes

of the Heam, ranfacks and cenfures all
the Wicknefles that lie Jatent there. And
this fhews that it is excellerit above all
other Dotrines in the World, and only
Divine. ' :

Zhirdly, Its Rewards are moft tranfcen-
dent, that which neither Eye hath feen, nor
Ear heard, neither hath it entred imto the
Heart of Man to conceive, God hath prepared

Jor
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tions, fo pure in’its Precepts, or fo ex-
cellent in its Promifes, the VWorld weré¢
not

]
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siot much to be blamed if it thould adhete .
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gion, be fo natural and rational 5 if alf
other Rehglons in thé World. fall infi-
nitely fHort of the Excellcncy of the
Do&rme of Chrift, it remains, that it is
moft rational for us to believe and profefs
this Do&rine 5 to own it to all the World
that we are Chnﬁtans and that thie koly
Scriptufes, ‘whetein afe Cofitained-411 the
Pretepts of our Religion, i$ the Rule by
which we dre to walk Let us riot f;‘:are
openly to profels this, and to thake it ouf
continual lmployment to difcoutfe of the
Precepts and Conftitutions of out Savieur’s
Dodrine, for fear of being {corned & Prd:
feflors, or hated as Hypocntes 4 fof et
tainty, if this Do&riné b¢ ifi it: &l&ﬂuﬁ
excellent, the Pofléflion of it muft needd
be moft ratjonal; and they are only weak
or malicious Fools that fpeak exthet agam(!
the on¢ ot the other. R
S e ﬂvd
Secondly, As theProfeffion of the Do&ﬂﬁ&
of Chrift is moft rational, fo it is moft
rational to live anfwcrably to fuch a Pro-
feflion. " If it be moft rational to profef3
it,’ then certainly it is ‘moft rational t¢
prq&lf'e it, unlels we intend td be only
wife in Not:on and Fools in Deéd. VWhat
Excufe can fuch Men plead for themfelves
at the dreadful Day of Judgmentd Muft
: 5 they
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they ‘not needs be felf-condemued, con-
demned out of their own Mouths, and by
their own Profeffion, whén thofe Things
which they have owned to be moft excel~
lent, have beent moft negledted by them ¥
Aud that God, and that Saviour, whom
they have profefled with their Lips, they
have denied in their Lives? Suffer me to
lay before you thele following Confidera--
1008, o ’

;- 3. Confider, that the Profeflion with-
g;t the ‘lfra'&iccdof Religi‘qn, ishbut met:&e
ify ; and H rify is the grea
Folly in tybe World?' po’l‘ihe};-lypocrite dal-
Hes and plays with God 5 thinks to con-
ceal himf{elf from thofe Eyes before which
all Things are open and bare'; which is
infinitely more foolith, than if one {hounld
hide himfelf ina Net. Thou inﬁnite:{
i(parageft that God whom thou pretend-
eft to ferve : For whilft thou liftelt up
thine Eyes, or thy Hands to him ; whi
thou flattereflt him with chv Mouth, and.
yet: thy Heart is far rom him,’
thpw’dyoh but caft a upon thy
God, 2s one that is 1o weak as to be plea-'
fed, and put off with fair Woids, and
empty Shews. What bafe and-unworth
Apprehenfians of hisX Divine Majelty n:eud 3
L ' needs

e
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. needs lic lnrking in thy Heart, whilfk thoa
thinkeft to.cover aver an ungodly, unholy
' life, nd Devo-

tion ? ’d. 94.7.
The Lora jnas nos e, smesrner. poall the holy
One of it. An Hypocrite muf®

Omnifcience of God, or
‘at leaft tacitly conclude
*T ° - of his Sins;;
or that he not punith them ; and fo
is worfe than an Atheift, For as Platarch
(though an Heathen) fpeaks well, That
be a lefs Injury d
thould abfolutely

was fuch a Man as than ifilve

thould grant. that indeed
there is ; but that he is
or itious, . :So faith he,
not fo ill of God ' who den

Being, as they do who

" " himun
Hypocrite doth +
there is

- exvernal:
- vice, and yet will dave: o be-loofe andk
vain in his Converfation,. unjuft and.op-
preflive in &is: Dealings,: muft meeds .be-

Iteve either that? shis God doth: not fee

or:will-sot: : But ye 1
.".'k be Dije s - ...-4“\{”“‘44’“
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i Confider, 3dly. There i§ no other Way
left to redeem, and vindicate the loft Céc- |
S i it |
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«dit of your Religion, but by a Life (uita-
ble to the Precepts of it. Its Honour lies
bleeding, and is infulted over by wicked
Men, who fcorn and deride it, who tri-
winph in its Difgraces, and ask, What now
s becomé of your God, and of your God-
linefé? Chriftians, if you have any Kind-
aefs for either, thew the profane World,
- ‘that even in this langnithing State of Re-
‘ligion, 1yet there is Beauty and Luftre
‘enqugh 1¢ft in it, to dazle the Eyes of all
“that Jook malicioufly upon it. |

- Firft, Redeem its Credit as to the
-Doltrines of it: Be not giddy, wavering
and ‘nncertain, but found in theFaith;
“not tofs'd to and fro with every Wind of
‘Do&rine. Let not every glaring Delufion,
“eyery skipping Light, every whiffling Pre-
‘ténder to new Notions, pervert your Minds
“with good Words and fair Speeches, which
the Apoftle gives as the Charatter of a
Company o% Deceivers in his Days,
Rom. 16. 18. and agrees but too well with
a great many in ours. The Errors and
Herefies that have thus crept in, have torn
the Church in Pieces; and each Se& and
Opinion hath gain’d fo many Profelytes,
that between them they have made a great
many Atheifts; who feeing that Chriftians
are not yet agreed what to believe, will
k X3 them-
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.. . Serondly, .Redeem the Credit of Reli-
-gion, as to the Duties it cogmands. Let
‘it-appear, that the moft fevere Dutics it
. impofeth upon you, as Mortification, Self-
denial,, Contempt of the World in its
- Pleafures, Profits and Honours, - are not
-{o unreafonable nor impoffible, as the
World takes them to be, by your con-

ftant
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ranc and chearfal of ‘thém,
Recover again:that Credit which others,

oue felves, iave former

3][

or pet ‘
'made ough a loofe and vaih

Convenauon: vy vour Holine(sand Stric-
defs for-thé come. © Convince the
is not neceffary,

& of: Chrift was not

given only to take up your more fetious
or melancholy Hours ; but that it is an
aniverfal Rule for the Guidance of your
whole Life, and that it hath an Influence

nto all your A&ions. Till you do this, -

Religion muft needs fuffer and bleed, and,
[ pray God, it tay not utterly ¢xpire, and
die among us. ‘

4tbly. Confider, for your Encourage-
ment, that if you thus ag'om the Dotrine
of Chrift, it will for ever adorn you
and as you have made it glorious in the
World, it will make you for ever glorious
in Heaven. This is tZe Reward it promi-

feth ; It will put 3 Wreath of Beams, a
- Diadem of Stars, a Crown of Glory, upon
your Heads : Then fball the Righteous fhine
Jorth as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Fa-
sher, Matth.13. 43. And therefore thofe
who are careful to adorn the Doctrine of
Chrift, are but like thofe who put Qrna-
ments, and hang Jewels on thofe Cloaths
) X 4 which
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