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i+ The Thind |

, COMMANDMENT.

|- 4Chou Malt not take the nameof the Loy -

‘. thy Gobin bain: forthe Lo Wil not ¢
bolbo bim.guilglefs that taketh bhis name

DRI o e s

JT is a known Rule; that alb the Prec'.cpts of the-“L‘av;

_ refpect-either thofe ‘Duties which we owe ‘immediates
y unto God, or thofe which we owe immediately unto
" Man, the former conftitute the firft, the latter the fecond
Fable. The Commands'of the fieft Table are prelcribed
us, for the!regulating our Divine Worthip ; which is either
internal and more fpiritual, or external and more vifible,
The .internal Worthip of God, with the humbleft venerati-
on of -bur Souls, .and moft fincere affeions of our hearts,
. is required. of us in: the firft Commandment, asT have ak
ready declared.. The external Worthip of God confitts of
three parts, ‘Proftration .of the Body ; Profeffion .of the
Mouth; and the Obfervation of prefixed Time. And each

- aof thefe hath 2 patticular Command to-injoyn them. . - -
. The. firft .of thefe, viz. Proftration of the Body, is re-
quired in the fecond Commandment ;. of which I have fpo-
ken. .- . o :
.. The fecond, wviz. Profeflion of the Mouth, comes next
tobe confidered. . And to guide and:regulate this, we have
.aur Rule prefcribed inrthe third Precept:of ‘this Table: :**
2. Thou fbals; not take the. name of the Lord thy God in wain,

&ec. In which words we have: o

Firs?,
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1.

An Erpofition upon

. Firft, AProhibition, Thou fhalt nos take;&e. . ]
Secondly, A Commination or, Threatning, For the Lord
will not hold him guiltlefS that, &c. .

In the Prohibition thres thiags are to be inquired imo:

First, What is meant by the Name of God?
Secondly, What it is to take the Name of God?
Thirdly, What it is to take God’s Name in vaia?

.. Firf#, What is meant by the Name of Ged}.. -
1 anfwer, The Name of God hath fundry Acceptations

in the Scripture :

. Firff, Sometimes it is taken for the Nature and Bemg

of the Deity itielf, Nor is it an ‘nnuw to put

Name for that Thing or Perfon that is by it; as
Revel. 3. 4. Thou bast a few names in Sardis, thar have ot
defiled their garments ;. avd they fhall walk with me in white:
that is, thou haft a few Perfons in Sardis.  So‘likewife we
may obferve it to be frequently ufed when .the Scripture
{peaks of God, and Chrift, Pfal.2a. 1. The wame of the God
of Facoh defend ther ; that is, let the God of Facab himfeif,
who is.the only True and Almighty Potentate, be thy Shield
and thy Defence. Pfal. 135. 3. Sig praifes anto bis name ;

. that is, .offer your returns of Thanks and Praifes unto that

God fram whom you have received yonr Mereies and Shl-
vation, - So Pfal. 115. 1. Not mse s, O Lord, set asto us,
bt to thy sawe give glory ; thatis; let the glory which is
due unto thee be ntuely afcribed unto chyfelt : Aad fo
concerning Chrift, Lake 24. 47. Repentance and remiffian of
Sins are to be preached to all wations in' bis mase § that is,
shrough him.  And Jobs 1. 32, Afe gave. power:te become
the fons of God, to as many as.bol iw bis xame ;. thatis,
@as shany.as beheved i him. -« Atd - thas.ie i afed - da in-
numerable places. A I T M

L Secondly,
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tljz Third Commandment, 1€1

Secondly, Sometimes the Name of God is taken for the .
whole Syftem of Divine and Heavenly Do&rine revealed
to us .in the Scriptures : Thus the Plalmitt, 7 wil! declare P/ai. 21.
thy name unto my brethren : Which the Apoftle cites as {po- 22-
ken in the perfon of Chrift, AHeb.2. 12. and the meaning
is; That Chrift fhould declare and make known to the '
World, a true fpiritual Do&rine, and way of Worfhip; and .
teach-them a Religion which fhould both perfe their Rea-
{on, and fave their Souls. And as a Teftimony of the ac.
complithment of this Prophefie, - our Saviour himfelf tells .
us, Jokn 17.6. I have manifefted thy name unto the men whom
thou gavest me. And v.26.. Ibavedeclared untothem thy name,
and will declare it ; that is, 1 have inftrudted them in the’
true Religion, and right Worhip of the great God. And-
foitis taicn likewile Micah 4. 5. All people will walk every
one in the name of his God, and we will walk in the name of
the Lord oar God for ever and ever : That is; we will walk "
in that way of Worfhip and Religion which is appointed and
approved by the Lord our God. '

Thirdly, The Name of God is taken for that whereby 3.
Ged is called, and by which his Nature and Perfe@ions are
made known uato the Children of Men: For Names are
impofed to this very intent, that they might declare what

- the thing is to which the Name doth belong. Thus when'
God ha§ created Adam, and made him the Lord of this
vifible World, he caufed the Beafts of the Field, and the
Fowls of the Air to pafs before him, both to do Homage
to their new Soveraign, and likewife to receive Names’
from him, which according to the perfe@ion of his know-
ledge, did then aptly ferve to exprefs their feveral natures,
and were not only Names, but Diffinitions too : And fo
when we read of the Names of God in Scripture, they all
fignifie fome expreffions of his Infinite Effence, in which he
is pleafed to {pell out himfelf unto us, fometimes by one Per-
fection, and fometimes by another.

0

Now
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2.

An Expofition 'upan

- Now thefe Names of God, are either his Titles or his At-
tributes. Concerning which I.have formerly treated at-
large in expounding to you the firft Petition of the Lord’s:
Prayer, Hallowed be t?} name ; and therefore thall here one.
ly mention them, and {o proceed, . : . o '
Firit, His Titles are his Name:, And they are fome of
them Abfolute ; and {ych are-thofe glorious Titles of Fahy!
Febovak, God, I Am, L Am hath fent thee, aith God toiMes"

~fes. ' And thefe are Names altogethet incomprehenfible andi

ftupendious ; others are Relative; -refpecting. us. . So his
Name of Creator,, denotes his:infiite-Bower in giving Bew
ing to all things.: Lotdy and:King,  fignifie. his. Dominion:
and Authority in difpofing apd goveinipg. alhehar he hady.

-mjade ;" Father fignifies his Care-and Goodnefs i providing?

for us his Ofi-fpring : Redeemer,, his Mercy.in. delivering!
us from Tempora) kuils, and Calamities, but efpecially from -
Eternal Death and Deftrution\ ...Fhele, and other fach-like:
Titles God doth affume unto-himiglf; to exprefs in fome
meafure, as we are able to bear, what he is in.himfélf. .,

Secondly, His Attributes alfo are his Nami¢: , Some of
which are incommunicable, as his Eternity, Immen(ity, Im-
mutability, Simplicity, &¢. which are fo.proper to the Di-
vine Nature, that they belong to-no created Being ; ‘others
are communicable, -and {o Mercy, and Goodnefs, and Holi-
nefs, and Truth, &c. are the Attributes of Ged :. Commu-
nicable they are, becaufe fome Rays of them may be found
in the Creatures; byt yet in that infinite;degreeand excel--
lency which they have in God, o they are incommunica--
ble, and proper only to the Deity.:: |And therefore. tho' An='
gels or Men may be faid to be holy, or juft, or good, yet
mone of them are {o originally ; none are {o infinitely and -
unchangeably, none are fo fimply, and inithe abftra@, but
only God himfelf. ' R '

Thefe then are the Names of God.

And
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And here in the Text, Thox fbalt not take the name of the
Lord thy God in vain; we muft underftand it concerning
the Name of -God in this laft exception, that is, for any
Name of his whereby he is pleafed to reveal himfelt unto
us ; whether it appertain to his Titles, or to his Attributes ;
neither of thefe muft be taken in vain.

-+ Secondly, Let us confider what it is to take the Name of
"* God. Ianfwerbriefly: To take the Name of God is no o-

ther than to make ufe of it, either as the Obje& of our
Thoughts, or the Subje&t of our Difcourfes: And fo we
find this Phrafe ufed, Pfal. 16. 4. I will not take up their

~mames into my lips. And Pfal. 50. 16. What hast thou to

do, that thou fhouldst take my covemant in thy mouth> That =

is, that thou thouldft {peak, or make mention of it. So
that to take God’s Narhe is to {peak, or mention it.
- Thirdly, Let us confider what it is to take God’s Name

Vaiﬂ, Y i - = Yo .‘.;Ll “_-: o N o
~ Firs}, When it is ufed Without propounding to curfelves
aduecend. - - o toeo o e s

Secondly, When it is ufed without due copliderdition and
reverence, @ o e DT TRLGIY e b

" Thirdly, When it is P{‘cdiuar} u"t’f‘dg;e aﬁdft;lhl'a.\yfﬁt'a&}-

. Firsf, When it isufed without propounding to curfelves
a due end: The end fpecifies the a&ion : if the end be vain
the a&ion muft bé fo too. Now there are but two ends
that can juftifie and warrant the ufeof any of God’s Names,
cither his Titles or his Attributes ; and they are,

. First, The Glory of God. And, .

Secondly, The Edification of ourfelves and others. What-
foever is befides thefe, is light and frivolous, and can be no
good ground to us to make any mention of his great and
terrible Name, which is o full of Glory and Majefty, that
it fhould never be uttered, but where the fubjeét of Q.lfl:
- Y 2 Dif-

od's' Name 'is then ‘taken in
.. ) " o . ) L o N
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- An Erpofition upon

. Difcourfe is ferious and weighty. T will not now fpeak of
. thole who vend the holy and reverend Name of God with
'Oaths and Blafphemies ; a fin by fo much the more heinous

and abominable, by how much lefs temptation there is to jt,
either of pleafure or profit ; this is an Iniquity to be punifhe
by the Judge: And would to God Laws were put in fevere

execution, to cramp the black Tongues of all fuch prophane ~ -
Wretches, whofe number {o abounds and fwarms, that we .

can no where walk the Streets, without being affaulted with
whole vollies of Oaths and Curfes. But tfor others who

.are of more blamelefs Converfation, may it not be obfer.

ved how their - Difcourfes and familliar Tattle are filled u

‘with the Name of God and Lerd: I befeech you confider,

what end do you, propound to yourfelves in thus ufing the
great and terrible Name : Are all your Difcourfes fo feri-

_ous as to bear the burden of that great Name? Are they alf

immedjately. dire@ed- to. the advancement of his Glory »

'Or do they all promote the benefit and welfare of thofe

who hear them? If {o, than indeed the Name of God can
never be more {eafonably ufed : But if you make the high-
eft Lord, ferve only to expre(s fome {imall Wonderment, or
the great God only an expletive to fill up a gap in your
Speeches ;- certainly theft are fuch low and mean ends; that

"God will not hold thee guiltlefs. He accounts himfelf con-

temaed when you mention his Name to fuch idle purpofes,
and will revenge the dithonour that you do him by it. |

Secondly, The Name of God is taken in vain, when it is
ufed without due confideration and reverence : Whenfoever
we make mentian of him, we ought ferioufly to ponder his
infinite Greatnef(s and Glory, and to bow our hearts in the
deepeft proftration before that Name, to which all the Pow-
ers in Heaven and Earth bow down with moft humble Ve.
neration. But is it poffible for thofe who fpeak of God
promifcuoufly and. at random, is it poffible that they fhould
utter his Name with Reverence, when all the reft of the

Dif-
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Difcourfe is nothing but Froth and Levity 2 Nay, if they
be reproved sor it, will th.cy not alledge that for their Ex-
cufe that which is theiv very Sin, That they did not cenfi-
der it> And what! wiil you dare to bolt out the great
Name of the great God without confidering it? Is that a
Name to be fported with, and to be toft too and fro upon
every light and vain Tongue? The tongue of Man is cal-
“led his glory, Pfal.57.8. Awake up myglory. And fhall
the glory of Man, be the difhonour ot God 2 fhall that
which was created to be a principal Inftrument of magni-
tying and exalting God’s Name, run it over without affeti-
‘on or reverence @ Thofe things which we moft of all con-
temn and defpife, we ufe as by-wordsand lay no great ftrefs
nor fence upon them. And truly when we {peak of God,
without confidering how great, how glorious and excellent
a Being he is, how holy, juft, and powerful, we do but make
him a by-word, which is the higheft contempt and indig-
nity that can be caft upon him. And therefore the beft
means that can be ufed to fecure us from that Habit and
wicked Cuftom; that many of us have inured ourfelves un-
to, of taking God's Name in vain, is feérioufly to confider
whofe Name it is, even the Name of the great God who is
prefent with thee, and hears thee pronounce it: That God
to whom the greateft and moft glorious Things compared,
are bale and vile Nothings : That God who is jealous of his
Honour, and will dreadtully revenge him(elf upon the Con-
temners of it.  And if thou haft but wrought thefe Confi-
derations into thine heart, and habituated them to thy
thoughts, thou wilt for ever be afraid to fpeak of his Ma-

jefty vainly and irreverently. ’
" Thirdly, The Name of God is taken in vain when it is
ufed to an undue and unlawful aion, efpecially when it is
brought to confirm a Falthood either in Perjury or Herefie,
which is 2 moft horrid Impiety : And therefore it is obfer-
ved, that the fame word which is here readered Vain, fig-
' nifics

165
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2An Erypofition upon
nifies alfo Falfe or Deceitful: So that this Precept, Z4sa

Jfbalt not take the wame of the Lord thy God in wain, may

be rendered allo, Zhou fhalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God in falfhood. Not that this is the only unlawful u-
fing of it, but that this is the chief and moft notorious a-
bufing of it : And indeed what greater fin can there be, than
to bring God to be a Witnefs to our Lye ? to make him
who is Truth itfelf atteft that which-is Fallhood and De-
ceit. And therefore Proverbs 30.'9. Agur prays againft

ey

~ pinching Poverty, aswell as fuperfluous Riches, LeiZ, faith

he, 7 ke poor, and fical, and take the name of my God in vain,
That is, left Poverty compel me to fteal, and fear of Shame
or Punifhment tempt me to Swear-by the Name of the
great God, that I have not done it. This indeed is to take
God’s Name in vain in the worft and higheft fence.

Suffer me noew to clof¢ ‘t;p this with {ome Pra&ical Ap-
plication of it to your-Confciences:~ -+ <~

Firt, Let this convince' you of the- greatnefs-and Hei-
noufnefs of this Sin,'and deeply humble you that havé been
guilty of it. I well know, that the commonnefs, whether
of God's Mercies towards us, or of our Sins.againft him,
takes off much from our Obfervation, and abates them
both in our Eftimate : And becaufe this is {o common a Sin
almoft in the mouths of all Perfons, our ears are {6 beaten
to it, that we now little regard it.  Poffibly fhould we hear
a Devil incarnate belch out fome direful Oath, we fhould
ftart and tremble at it : but when we hear the Name of the
great God, and our only Lord, flip along in {ome trifling
and impertinent Difcourfe, this we take'no notice of; and
the commonnefs of the Sin hath almoft ftifled all Reproofs :
I befeech you Chriftians confider, =~ - :

Firit, That we are not to weigh Sins by the-Opinion of
Men, but by the Cenfure and Senterice of God : He hath
no more allowed you to take his Name in vain, than he
hath to blafpheme it : The irreverent ufing of it is as ex- -

' prefly
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s+ prefly forbidden, as theabjuring and curfing of it: And when
the Law of God hath not dipenfed with us, it is moft in-
tolerable prefumption that we fhould dare to difpenfe with
ourfelves. ' '
~ Again confider, thou that fporteft away the Name of 1.
God. in thy ordinary Prattle, what wilt thou have to relie
upon in thy greatelt diftrefles :- The wifé Man tells us, Proy,
‘x8. 10. The name of the Lord is a firong tower; the righte-
ous runpeth unto it and is faved. But alas, what comfort
canft.thou find in the Name of God in thy greateft necefz
fities; fince it is.the-fame Name thou haft uled and worn
out: before s the:meaneft and moft 'trivial concerns : Thau
haft already #abke-away the ftrength and vertue of it, and
wile bandly findt more {upport trom it in thy Tribulation,
than thou_gaveft reverence unto it in thy Converfition,
Let us then:be more cautious than to fpend o excellent 2
Remedy againdt allFears, and Sorrows, and Affli&ions, vain-
ly andl unptdfitably 4 Zhy mame, faith the Spoufe, i an oint- Cane.1. 3.
ment pamwed forth.) But'certainly if upon every flight oc-
@lon we bteak the Box,. and expofe the Name of God to
cotnmon- Air; it will in time lofe.its f{cent and vertue, and
when we. hdve: moft ' heed of it, fhall find no refrefhment,
no.comfort iif. ' Befides, < : - . .7
- &hindly, ‘This common and irreverent ufing of the Name ~ 3.
of:.Gad, willinfenfibly over-{pread as with a Spirit of Pro-
phanenefs ; cwe fhall by degrees arrive ‘to a plain contempt
of God, wholw we thus hourly and urnkce arily take into
our mouths: For what.elfe ‘15 this bat' to make ourfelies
rudesand familliar wirh shat 'infinit Majetty, towards whom
the profoundeft teftimonies of refpe@ and reverence muft
fall infinitely fhort of exprefling our due diftance > But by
ifing bis Name valgarby-and: ptontiftuonfly, what do we
ef{ey ourmalke it our “{port;. awd blow it up and- down with
evoryidie breahs, ay Children dobubbidsia the Air» © 7 -
SN T et T _ Again,
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An oExpoﬁﬁon upon

Again, canft thou in Duty cafily compofe thyfelf to re.:
verence the holy and dreadtul Name of God, when thou
haft thus accuftomed thyfelf to name him without any ve.
neration or refpedt in thy comtnon Difcourfes ? Certainly
it is the hardeft thing imaginable to make the heart fa]l

~ down proftrate before that God whom. thou invokeft in-

Prayer, when once thou art uféd to invoke him flightly in

. thy ordinary Converfe.

- Let me therefore befeech you, O Chriftians, as you ten-
der his Glory, of which he is jealous, whenfoever youfpeak
of God, or but mention his Name, you would do it with-
an holy Awe and Dread of his Divine Majefty ; that you
would ferioufly confider, that that Name to which .every
Knee bows, both of things in Heaven, and things on'Earth,
and things under the Earth, whether they be Angels or De--
vils, requires from you more refpe& and honour than to be
idly blurted out with every rafh and foolith expreflion. -

And you who are ers of Families, and have Chil-

- dren and Servants committed to your Care, beware that:

you ftop this growing Sin in them betimes. It is the fin
and fhame of Parents, that they fuffer little Ones to lifp the
Name of God, and to learn the firft {yllables and rudiments
of Oaths and Curfes before they can well fpeak, whereby-
they lay a deep foundation for their future Impiety,.and
thereby bring the guilt of the next Generation upon us,
who by indulging them in thefe young fins, do but intro-
duce thofe habits-of Wickednefs into them, which perhaps

can never afterwardsbe rooted out. - - - . .
“‘There is alfo another kind of  taking the Name of God
in vain ; and that is in our Duties and holy Performances.
And this is done two ways: T
. Firit, When in our. Prayers we ask thofe thiogs.of God:
which are unlawful,, or unviarrantable ; -as, when we pray.
on the behalf of our Lufts; ta.obtajn provifion to. fulfil themy,:

Fam. 4. 3. Teask amifs, that ye may confume it upon your lufis.
- : When

o
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When we pray out of Envy, Malice, and Revenge, that God
would make himfelf a Party in our unreafonable and an-
gry Quarrels. Such Prayers as thefé are vain; for what
we thus defire either fhall not be granted unto us, or if it be
fhall be granted unto us in wrath. ‘
Secondly, When we perform holy Duties flightly, and 2.
without affeion, we then likewife take the Name of God
in vain: and therefore all Hypocritical Services, all Batto-
logies, and heartlefs Ingeminnations, are vain, and God’s -
Name is not fanified, but abufed inthem. For whatfoe-
ver we do in fuch a manner as we may be certain God will
not accept, is done in vain : Now God will accept of no Per-
formance which is not accompanied with the Heart, and fil-
led with moft devout Affections; and therefore they are
performed in vain, and to no other effe&, but to increafe
our guilt and our condémnation.  Such Invocations are but
Scofhings of God ; and all the motions of our Lips, without
the correfpondent motion of our Hearts, is no better than
making Mouths at God. ‘
Thirdly, There is alfo another kind of prophaning the 3.
Name of God, and taking it in vain, which is of a far high-
er-and more heinous nature, and that is by unlawful Oaths
and Execrations. - ’ = : .
Now an Oathi in the generalis a Confirmation of our
Speeches, by calling in God to witnefs and atteft the truth
of them. Called therefore by Tuly a Religious Affirmati- pe of.
o’ And it is of two kinds, - B 13
- Affertory; and - e
* Promiflory. ' - S
" The former, when we affert that fuch a thing either hath
.beent, or is ; or the latter, when we ingage that for the fu-
- ture it fhall be, and be performed by us: which Oath we
do fufliciently, and with a good conlcience keep, if we ufe
our -utmoft indeavours to accomplifh what we havé thus
{worn, although the cflet may be impeded by many invirllr
: Z cible.
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cible Obftacles intervening.

Now becaufe a Spirit of Errour and Giddinefs hath fei-
-zed on fome Perfons, who think that every Oath is unlaw-
ful, and the taking of the holy and reverend Name of* God
in vain, and {o a violation of this Commandment ; I fhall
therefore briefly ftatg that much-controverted Queftion,
Whether at any time, or in any circumftances it be lawful
for a Chriftian to aflume the Name of God in an Oath?
and thenl fhall proceed to fhew you what Oaths are unlaw-
ful, and execrable Sins.

For the firft, I aflert, That an Oath is fo far from being
always f(inful ; that it isfometimes a Duty, yea,an A¢t of Re-
ligion, and part of the Service and Worthip of God ; and
therefore not onely lawful but neceffary. This we find
Deut. 6. 13. Thou fbalt fear the Lord thy God, and fsrve
bim, ard fbalt fwear by bis name. Yea, the Plalmift ‘men-
tions it as a matter ot Exultation, as it fome notable Service

Pfal.63. were done by it unto God, Every one that fweareth by him
1. Jball glory. And if we confult the approved Examples of
holy Men in Scriptare, we fhall frequently find them ei-

ther exa&ting Oaths from others, or elfe themfelves invo-
king the Tcitimony of the moft high God, to confirm the
Truth of what they fpeak; the )laces are too numerous to
be cited, and too well known to need it : But becaufe the
great Cavil againft thele, is that they are only Authorities
produced out of the Old Teftament, and we are now o-
~bliged by the Precepts of a Superiour Law-giver, the Lord
Jefus Chrift ; theretore, I fay, in anfwer, That the Obje&i-
on argues too great a vilifying and contempt of thofe Sa-
cred Oracles, which were given to the Churgh, by the
hand of Mofes; and that things of a Moral nature, as an
Qath is, cannot in one Age of the World be a Duty, and in
another a Sin, when it is attended with the fame Circum-
ftances. And yet further, for their fatisfaction, let us fee
what is fpoken concerning Oaths in the New Teftament, or

: N in
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in the Old relating to it : In the Old we have a Prophefy of
what fhould be hereafter in the times of the Gofpel ; Jfaz.
45.23. I bave fworn by myfelf, the word is gone out of my
mouth in righteoufnefS, and [ball not return, that unto me eve-

« ry knee fball bow, and every tongue fhall fivear. And again,

Jer. x2. 16. And it fball come to pafs, if they will diligently
~ learn the ways of my people, to fvear by my name, then fhal)

they be built in the midst of my people. But yet if neither
of thefé will fuffice, let us {ee {ome more iinmediate con-
firmation of this out of the New Teltament itfelf: We find
St. Paul himfelf more than once attefting the truth of thofe -

‘grave and weighty Matters which he delivers in his E-

piftles, by calling God to witnels, which is the very form
and nature of an Oath: So 2 Cor.1.23. I call God for a
record wpon my foul, that to [pare you I came not as yet to Co-
rinth. - And fo again Phil. 1. 8. God is my record , how
greatly I long after you all. And what other than a kind of
Oath'is that vehement Affeveration of the fame Apoftle,
1 Cor. 15.31. I protest by your rejoycing which I have in
Chrift-Jefus, I die daily. And again Rom. 9. 1. I fay the
truth in Christ, I lie not. And it you would yet have an

" Example fomewhat more perfet, we may fec it in the pra-

&ice of an holy Angel, Revel. 10. 6. The angel fiood upon
the fea, and upon the earth, and lifted up his band to heaven,
and fware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created
heaven, anj earth, and the things in them, that there fhould
e time no longer. So that you do abundantly fee by all
thefé Inftances, that it is not fimply and univerfally unlaw-
ful to aflume the holy Name of God in an Oath, and to call
him in to be a Witnefs to the Truth of what we affirm.

- The grand Objection that lies againft this, is taken from

two places of Scripture; the one is that of our Saviour,:

Matth. 5. 34, 35. But Ifay upto you, Swear not at all ; wei-
ther by beaven, for it is God's throne : nor by the earth, for

it is bis footflool : meither by Jerufalem, for it is the city of
' 22 ' the

7L
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the great King. Neither fhalt thou fwear by thy bead, Ze.
caufe thou canst wot make ome hair white or black. But Jer
your commnication be, lea, yea; Nay, may : for whatfoever
is more then this, cometh of evil. Can any thing be more
expre(s againit all manner of Oaths than this, where we
have a caurious Enumecration-of many of them which were
moft vulgar and common 2  The other place is that of Se.
Fames, Chap 5. va. But above all things, my brethren, fivear
not, neither by heaven, neitber by the earth, neither by any o-
ther oath ; but let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay ; lest
you fall into-condemnation. . Can any thing be more exprefs,
or more commanding than this, Above all things, my bre-
thren; and, Lest you fall into condemmation? ~ -+~ ..
But for Anfwer to this, we muft know, That our Sa-
viour, and hus Apoftle, do not here fimply and abfolutely:
condemn all Oaths; but onely that common and profufe
fwearing which the Scribes and Pharifees taughe corruptly .
'to be no fin : For in this point of Oaths they had divulged

- among the People three falle Traditions; the one was, That

it was lawful for them to {wear commonly, and without re-
ftraint, by any Creature. . The other was, That that was
no binding Qath, wherein the Name of God was not expref-

ly ufed ; and therefore though they fhould fwear by Crea-
tures, yet were they not perjured, although they fhould
not perform what they thus uttered ; except fome few Ca-
fes wherein Intereft made them cqnfciencious. This we
have Matth. 23. 16,17, 18. Wo unto you, ye blind guides,
which fay, Whofoever fball fwear by the temple, it is nothing -
and whofoever [ball fwear by the altar, it ts nothing. That
is, they taught that fuch an Oath was not obligatory, be-

- caufe it was only by Creatures. And yet even here they

excepted fuch Qaths as were conceived and uttered by the
Gold of the Temple, or the Gitts on the Altar, out of a po--
litick Covetoufne(s ; that by fo grear a reverernice thewn to
the Gifts that were offer’d, the People might be indued to-

: offer
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offer more freely, and by that means their fhare ef them
might.be the larger. ;

A third falfe Doctrine that they taught, was, That com-
mon fivearing was no fin, although it were by the great
God, if what they {ware were true.  And by this they give
fcope and liberty to confirm all that they faid with an Oath,
if they only took care to utter nothing that was falfe. .

Now only againit thefe three corrupt Traditions, are our
Saviour’s, and the Apoftle’s words directed :

1: For it is Perjury to violate an Qath conceived by
Creatures, and that becaufe of the near relation that all
Creatures have unto God the great Creator. This reafon
aur Saviour mentions in the fore-named place, Swear wor

beaven, for it is God's throwe ; woridy the earth, for it is
bis footftool 5 nor by Jerufalem, far it is the city of the grear
King. And more exprefly Matth.23. 22. He that fball
Suwear by heaven, fweareth by the throne of God, and: him that
Sitteth thereon: even as he who [hall fwear by the. temple,

Sweareth by it, and- by bim that dwelleth dherein. And fo
by the fame proportion of reafon, whofoever fhall fwear
by any Creature, doth al(o virtually fwear by the Almigh-
ty Creator of it : And therefore it is as much Perjury to

takify an Oath made by any of the Creatures, as though it -
were matle by the great God himfelf; becaufe the Crea--

tures are all of, and from God. ~And,
2. Although it be Perjury to fallify an Oath taken by a.
ny Creature, yet.it is a fin likewife, and utterly unlawful

to ‘make any (licli Oath, infomuch as it is‘an idolatrous °

alcribing a- Religious Worfhip unto the Creature which is
due to God only. And in this fence efpecially, I under-
ftand thele words of our Saviour, Siwear wot at all ; i. e.
by any Creature. ‘And this the following Enumeration of

Heaven, - and Earthp*and:Ferufalem, and their Head, which

were the ufual forms 6f sireiy Ouths, and by which our Sa--
viour forbids them to {wear, doth clearly prove to be hs

true meaning. 3. Thele

¥73
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3. Thechplaces teach that it is a fin to {wear at any time,
or by any thing, although the great God himfelf, unnecef:
farily and arbitrarily : And therefore fwear not at all, un-

lefs fome juft reafon, and cogent neceility conftrain you

to call in fo great a Teftimony to confirm the truth of
what you fpeak : For common and quotidian fwearing is
an high contempt and irreverence fhewn to the Majefty of
that God whom we bring in to atteft to every trifle and’
frivolous thing we utter. And this I take to be the true
fence and meaning of thefe places of Scripture ; and that
they do not fimply and abfolutely condemn all manner of
Oaths, but the corrupt Doétrine of the Scribes and Phari-
fees, and the corrupt Practice ot their Difciples, who thought
it no fin to {wear, familliarly, if {o be that they did not fwear-
falfly. So that the meaning of, Swear wot ar all, is, Swear .
not unneceffarily and voluntarily.

Now to make an Oath lawful, it muft have thefe three
Qualifications mentioned by the Prophet, Fer. 4. 2. Zhou
Sbalt fwear, the Lord liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in
righteoufnefS.

Firit, A warrantable Oath muft be accompanied with
Truth, for it is taken in the Name of the God of Truth:.
lfai. 69. 15. He that fweareth in the earth, fball fwear b
the God of truth. And thercefore it behioves him to confi--
der, whether what he depofeth be Truth, or not; yea,.
moreover, we muft be fully certain, that ‘the thing is as we

~arteft it : For a Man may be guilty of Perjury in {wearing

-
.

that which is true, if he either believe it otherwife, or be
doubtful of it. And therefore he that is called to give his
Oath, mutt look to thefe two things: ~
1. That his Words agree with his Mind.
2. That the Thing agree with his Words.
He who fails in the fecond, is \}edSopes, a falfe Swearer :
He who fails in the firft, is éntoprog, a Forfwearer ; and in

both is a perjured Perfon. ~
_ Secondly,
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Secondly, A lawful Oath muft be taken in judgment, dif-
creetly and deliberately, advifing and pondering with our
felves before we fwear : And here we muft confider both
the Matter, whether that be rightand good; and the Ends,
whether they are duly propounded by us. And there are
but two Eads that can warrant an Oath ; one is the Bene-
fic of ourfelves or others: the other is the Glory of God.
And whofoever fhall fivcar without a due confideration of
thefe Ends, and an holy and fincere defire to accomplith
them by his Oath, he {wears rafhly and uawarrantably.

Thirdly, A lawful Oath muft be taken in Rightcoulne(s
and Juftice: And therefore it is very wicked to bind our
felves by an Oath, or Vow, to do things that arc either im-
pofiible or finful. : :

First, The Matter of a juft Oath ought to be pofiible
and therefore we fee how cautious Abrabam’s Servant was,
when his- Mafter made him fear, to take a Wife for his
Son faac, of his Kindred, Gen. 24. 5. Peradventure the wo-
man will not be willing to follow me into this land. And fo
* fhould we in all our promiffory Oaths, caution and limit
them with thofe reafonable Exceptions, of as far as we know,
-and can lawfully indeavour.

Secondly, The Matter of a juft Oath muft be not only
pofiible, but lawful and honeft too ; for if it be unlawful,
we are neceflarily inlnared in fin; for either we muft vio-
late God’s Command, or our own Oath. And therefore it
was a moft wicked Oath in the Fews, who combined toge-
ther againft Pau/, and bound themfelves under a Curfe, that
they would neither eat nor drink, till they had killed him.
And {o every Oath which ingageth Men to Sedition, di-
fturbance of Government, and Rebellion, is in itfelf an un-
lawful Oath, and obligeth them to nothing but to repent of
it, and renounce it.

According to thefe thiree Quallifications muft every Oath

175
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be regulated, elf¢ it is not a lawful Oath, but an horred

‘Con-
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Contempt of God,-and taking of his Name .in vain.
" But to {peak no more: concerning lawful Oaths, let us
now confider thofe which are too common among us; fuch
I mean which are apparently unlawful and finful.
" Two things make an Oath unlawtul ;-

Falfhood, and SR

Rafhnefs. o o : :

First, When it is Fallé : And this indeed is a moft de-

{perate fin, to vouch a Lye upon God’s credit, and to fa-
ther a Falthood upon him who is the God of Truth, yea,
Truth itfclf. This manifefts the higheft Contempt of God,
when we call him to witnefs that which the Devil prompt-

-ed us to fpeak. Should not we ourfelves take it for an

high Affront and Indignity, to be made Vouchers of other
Mens Lycs, and Tales and Properties to gut off their Falfz
hoods > How much more then, is it 2 moft hellith Wicked-
nefs, committed againft the great God, to aflert a known
Lye, and then call in God to atteft it for a truth? Which is

no other but to father a Brat of the Devil, who isa Lyer,

and the Father of Lyes, upon God, who hates Lyers, and
hath appointed fevere Torments for them : See how dread-
fully God is incenfed by this Sin, Jer.7.9, 15, 16. where
he {peaks of it as almoft an unpardonable Offence, Wil ye
Seal, and murder, and fivear falfly » Therefore will I cast you
out of my fight, as Icait our your brethren. Pray mot thou

~ for this [eople, neither left up a cry nof prayer for them, nei-

ther make interceffion to me : for I will not bear thee. And
fo Zech. 5. 4. {peaking of the Curfe that fhould go forth over

“the face of the whole Earth, 7 will bring it forth, faith the

Lord of hofts,and it fhall enter intothe houfe of the thief, and
into the houfe of him that fuweareth falfly 3)/ my name : and it
Shall remain in the midst of his boufe, and it fball confume it,
with the timber thereof, and with the flones thereof.

Secondly, As falle Swearing is a notorious prophaning of
the Name of God, {o likewifc rath Swearing in our common
' - and
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and ordinary Difcourfés : A fin that. generally abounds and - -

prevails amongft us; -almoft every mouth is black with -

Oaths ; and we may fee the very Soot of Hell hang about
Mens lips : Nay, I have obferved it, efpecially in thefe parts,
to be not only the fin of more lewd and proffligate Wretches,

- who mouth their Oaths with found and cadence, but of thofe

too wha would be thought very fevere and ftri& Chriftians,
who fcarce {peak a word without a Drawle, or a fentence
without an Qath, and who will pule and whine even in
Swearing itfelf. If thefe Men feparate to bebetter inftru@-
ed, I with-with all my heart-their Teachers would be plea-

fed fo far to condefcend from their higher Speculations, as -

to igitruét them, 'that to atteft any thing by their Faith, or
by their Truth, is a wicked Oath. For all Oaths which
are conceived by any other thing befides the great God,
how modeft foever:they. may be «in: their found, yet are
more impious in effe@, than thdle londer ones, which im-
mediately call-God  hinifelf to witnefs < and therefore the

Prophet  fpealis:of it as a-moft heinous; and almoft unpar-
donable. fin, Jer.5..7. How fbail I pardon thee for this»>

thywhildren bave forfaken me, and fivorn by them that are no
geds..: Fow finceran Qath: isa facred thing, and part of Di.

vine Warthip,: thofe that {wear by any ereated Being’ (as

cestainty theit Faith, and-Truttl, and Confcience is, if they ' - *
have any): are guilty not only of vain Swearing, bpt of I

’

dolatry too. .. .-

.-Bumfome:williﬁy',;,'Wll);x‘t?fo' gie‘at‘)E"‘zﬂ can‘theré".bgrip; . ;

ani Qath, as long-as it is'Truth:which they affert by it>

This ¥ kaow is the common Reply and.‘Excufé of thofé who'
are guilty: of this Sin, and reproved forit. - - T

... To this Ladfwer; Firf#;c Although.it may be tiue that ™

thoy{peak;.yet it is:a-moft provoking: fin; o far to-des
brfe the -holy:and reierend:Name of @od, ax:to bring it to
attelt every tnivial and impertinent:thing shey ‘utter ; ‘4nd:if
it be by any Creature, ivishy fo much the worfe: No'Oatf
A Aa is
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is in. itfelf fimply good, and valuntarily to. be ufed:; but
uro ;ON1Y. as, Medicines are, * in cafe.of neceflity. Bat. to ufe,
ﬁd {guan- it ordinarily and indifferently, without bemg conftrained’
sum mibi by any cogent Neceffity, or. called to it by, any lawful- Au-.
videtur) ) _thority, is fnch.a fin as wears off all Reverence and. Dread:

magna ne=

ceffitate

of the great Gad: and. we have very great caufe to fu-

compulfuss f{)e& that, where, his Name is {o. much.upon :the. Tongue,

cim -wde- t
ro non

sere his Fear is.but little in thc Heart. :

bi credx mf facurt? & e qui mnln nom credst non expdm qued nom mdxt Aug. Setm!‘
Qlls

28. de verb. A

Martm &Y wfn T8 'n/gc-w me 6’;m ﬂﬂac, ™ . m&, mJn m ﬁux ;m.w T8
o;w, yan ¢ Tois megzwxuz, wndN eis qmmgoar ),m, y.nh s w;uw Wm@-‘
PV olorn ngr-w ayny T, xgelu & Tois. ¢y¢7);;ws a.;a., 9 oS, g TOTE, 378, 4k

pe dAAn 7oy TolbTwy ool mpapadveTid e pa dd yomf 7% 3gu a.mQaa:-

rocles in Carm. Pyth. 2.

ﬁu;-

2. Secondly, Though thou {weareft that wlnch is true, o
cuftomary Swearing to.* Truths will infenfibly being tg

*Ev 7y ms;@lq, 75 o(.uu
e, padius dy weramioos ¢ eis
gmopxdar.
be forbids Mep to fwear com-
monly , that they may mot
fwear falfyy.. Om By m-
ghowldp T &l suong, o pn
uvuxgnavhuﬁc s douots, Hi-
erocles in Carm. Pyth 2.

Tlegmemis $ex O, wedxeiess
moguia. Phofy. Eplﬂ 1.

Swearing, they. will be ready to fivear

s Xnd thereforeyxt is well?i:lcr
Melius wec verwm juratyr guans jarandi .mfmdm,
o5 @ inperjuriam fape caditur, &
tur : We ought to farbear Swdnng that.whiclvils Truch
for, by the cuftom of §
Perjury, and are. alws.ys in dangr ofit.. -

Aug.ad NOt {wear.
H:I:mum ﬂmg

!"I’
nems,

For which reafon.

to. fwear Falthoods ; for when once. thau
art habituated to it, an Oath wiil be more
ready to,thee than a Truth, and fo when
thou rafhly: bolteft: out fomewhat - that. is
either doubtful or falfe, thou wilt feal:ie:
up, and confirm.it with an Oathy, before
thou haft had time to confider.wiric thon:
hatt faid, or what.thou art fwearing: For.
thofe who accuftom themfelves. to this

Vice, lofe the obfervation of it. in.the. fre-

quency ; and if you repreve. them. for.
that they. did
ved. of St. Au-

Jfemper. perjurio prepingua-
. Men. often mfau into

Now
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Now to-dehort you frotn this Sin of comumon Swearing,

First, That it is a Sin which hath very littie or no tem- 1.
ptation to commit it. The two great Baits by which the
-Pevil allurés Men to Wickednefs, are Profit and Pleafure :
“But now this common rath Swearing is the moft unprofi-
" table barren Sin in the World : What Fruits brings it forth,
but only the Abhorrence and Deteftation of all {erious Per-
fons, and thie tremendous Judgment of God ?» The Swear-
er gains nothing by it at prefent, but only the reputation
of being a Devil inicarnate ; and for the future, his pains
fhall be only the torments of thofé Devils and damned Spi-
- rits, whofe Language lic hath fedrmt and fpeaks: He that
fows the Wind of an Oath, fhall reap the Whirlwind of
God’s Fury. ° ~ y : )
Again, what Pleafureis there init? which of Insenfesdoth
it pleafe add gratifie> Were IanEpicure (*faith one) Fwould * He-
bate Swearing. Were Men refotved to give themfelves up to beres
all mamer of fenfual Delights, yet thiereis (o lietle that can Shrct-
be ftrained from this comrmon Sin; that certainly unlefs tiey
intended to do the Devil a pleaure, rather then themf@lves,
- they would never fet their black mouths againt Heaven; ror
bhfpheme the great God who fits inthroned there, Ask
-thém why they indulge themfelves in fuch a provoking Sin;
Why, fome cannot forbear out of mieer cuftom ; and others
are pleas’d with the lofty found, and gentile phrafe of an Oath,
and count it a fpecial grace and ormament of Speaking: -
And what 2 are thefe temptations? are thefe fuch ftrong.
and mighty provocations, that you cannot forbear » Shaﬁ
the holy Name of the great God be torn in peices by you
- onty v patch and fill up the rents of yoar idle Taik> If
this be the motive and inducement that makes you com-
mit {0 great a Sin, (as commonly there is no other) know,
that you perith as Fools perifh, and fell your Souls to.Dam-
: Aa 2 nation
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nation and Eternal Perdition, for very Nothing. - -
Others perhaps will plead for their Excufe, That they
never ufe to fwear, but when they are vext, and put into a
paffion. But what a madnefs is this, when Men anger
thee, to ftrike at God, and to provoke him far more than
others can provoke thee? If thou art never {o highly in-
cenfed, why fhouldft thou throw thy poilonous foam in God’s
face? Haft thou no other way of venting thy paffion, but
to flie in God’s face, and to revenge thyfelf on him, when
Men have injured thee: Certainly thy paffion can be no

‘more a temptation to do this, than it would be to ftab th

Father, becauf¢ thine Enemy hath ftruck thee. . = .

Secondly, 1t is a moft foolith Sin, becaufe it contradics -
the very end for which they commit it : The common
Swearer perhaps thinks that he fhall be much the fooner
believed for his Ouths ;; whereas with all ferious and judi-
cious Perfons there is nothing that doth more' lighten the
credit of his Speeches, than his rath binding and confirm-

- ing the truth of them by {wearing. - For what reafon-have

I to think that Man {peaks truth, who, doth fo far fulpe@
himfelf, as to think what he relates is not credible, unle(s
he {wear to it: And certainly he that'owes God no more
refped, than to violate the fanétity and reverence of his
Name upon every trifling occafion, eannot eafily be thought
to owe the Truth fo much refpect as not to violate it, e-
{pecially confidering that there are far fironger temptatie
ons unto Lying than unto Swearing. . o

Thirdly, Confider that the Devil is the Author and Fa-
ther, not of Lying only, but of Swearing allo: Let your yea,
be yea; and your nay,nay ; faich our Saviour, for whatfoever
s more than thefe, cometh of evil, Mat.5. 37. ¢ 76 #oongis im;
i e. it cometh of the Evil One, who is ftill prompting the
Swearer, and putting Oaths upon the tip of his Tongue.

S I
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I fhall now give you fome Rules and Directions, by the
Obfervance of which you may avoid this too common Sin,
and fo conclude this Subje&. ‘ '

.Firit, Beware of the firft. rudiments and beginnings of
Oaths, if thou wouldft not learn them. And fuch are a
company of idle words frequently ufed in the mouths of
many, which formerly were bloudy Oaths, but are now
worn to raggs, and difguifed into imperfe¢t {ounds and
‘nonfence : tew that fpeak them know what they mean ;
but if they did, certainly they would tremble at fuch ex-
ecrable words that hide and diffemble the moft horrid Oaths
that can be uttered : Some of them being blafphemous, as

thofe that are conceived by the Limbs ot God ; and others -

being idolatrous, as thofe which are conceiv’d by Creatures ;
as in that ordinary By-word of Marry, which is no lefs
than {wearing by the Virgin Mary. And it is a notable
Artifice of the Devil to bring fuch foolith and mafqued
words into commoen uft, that both they may fwear that ufe
‘them, although they know it not ; and that by ufing them.
felves to unknown Oaths, they may be brought in time to
takec up thofe that are known.. . . i, o

.. Again, all vehement Affeverations have.-in. them {qmes
what of the nature, and are dangerous beginnings of Oaths :
And thofe who do -accuftom themfelves to them, will in
time think them not forcitle enough to confirm their
Speeches, and fo be brought to atteft' them by Qaths:
Make nothing therefore the pawn and ;pledge of a Truth,
but {peak it out (imply and nakedly .as it 1s in itlelt; and
this will fooner concilate belict, than the moft ftrong and
binding Afleverations that thou canft invent. This Sin of
Swearng is ftrangly growing and thriving ; for by a cu4

flomary ufing of Affeverations, we fhall infenfitly upon. e,

very occafion be tripping upon an Oath 3 anda cuftom of

Swearing will at length bring in Perjury ; and a cuftom of .

Per-
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Petjury, Blzfphemy, and make them. deny thét Ged b
whoth t"hey have {o- often forfworn themfelves, and 'yet ,g{
unpunifht. Beware therefore that you allow not your
felves any form of Affeveration ; but Jet your yea, be yea,

. and your way, way ; proceqd no further, for Chrift hath al-

IL

fowed you no more.

- Secondly, Subdue as much as you can, all inordinate paf-
fion and anger : For anger is ufually the caufe and provo-
cation of Oaths and Blafphemics. Anger is a'fire in the
heart, and fwearing is the {moke of this fire that breaks
forth at the mouth : And thofe who are violently hurried
with this paffion, do ufbally find nothing {o ready at hand

~as an Oath; which, if they cannot be revenged on him

L

whom they conceit to have done them the injury, they
fling againft Heaven itfelf, and theregg {eem to take an im-
pious revenge upon the Almighty God.

Thirdly, Labour to poflefs thy heart, and over-awe it
with the moft ferious confiderations and apprehenfions of
the Greatnefs and Majefty of God. This will be a good
Prefervative to keep thee from abufing and prophaning liis
Name in common and rafh Swearing : Is he the great and
terrible God of Heaven and Fartly, and fhall I put that In-
dignity upon him, to call him from his Throne to witnefs

_every Vanity and Trifle that I utter? Would I ferve any

mortal Man {6, whom I refpect 2 or would not he account
it an Affront and Injury dore him? How much more then
will the great God be provoked, who is {o great and glo-
rious, that it tires the conceptions of Angels-to appreliend
his Majety, how much more will he be provoked to have
his Name, which he hath commanded to be facred and re-
verend, daily rub’d and worn out between thofe lips that
talk fo many light, foolith, and impertinent Vanities.

There
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- There are feveral other Violations of this third Com-
mandment ; as Bla{phemy, rath Vows, unneceffary Lots;{'.
which being chiefly to be condemned upon the fame ac.
> count as Swearing, and a vain irreverent Invoking the Name

of God, T fhall not- treat of them particularly, but leave the
fins and guilt of them to be eftimated, together with a due
confideration of the feveral circumftances that attend them,
The great pofitive Duty required in this Command, is
the reverencing and fanifying the Name of God, whenfo-
ever we make mention of him, or of any thing that relates

unto him. But becaufe I have in a former Treatife fpoken Ox ¢he fe- -

concerning that Subje&, I fhall therefore wave it at prefent, :md ;_et;;
and here put anend to the Expofition of this Third Com- Lo R e
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mandment. : Prayer,

The
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