.1 Cor. xv. 56.
- The Sting of Dearh is Sin. -

N the foregoing Verle,

we have a Chriftian’s

Triumph over Death

and the Grave, in the

Expe&ation of a3 blef~ -

fed and glorious Refure.

_ - rettion. O Death ! where

is vy Sting ? O Girave! where is thy Vi
ttory? :Shall our {catter’d Duft and Afhes
be rallied again into the fame Body?
Shall that which was infirm, difhonoura.
ble, and mortal, be raifed up powerful;
;m‘if adive, brigi)t, and glorious, impaf-
(ibleas Spirits, and dcathlefs as Eternity 2
Shall we everlaftingly fyrvive our‘Fune-
rals 2 fhall we again receive thefe Bodies
out of the Earth, purify’'d from all earthy,
dJreggy Mixtures and Concretions ? There
can no Confequence more naturally
drawn from thefe Premifics, than what
our Apoftle infers, to contemn Dedth, as
T M2 a feeble
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3 fecble and’ imipotent Adverfary; to
trample upon this difarm’d Worm with-
out.Fear of Hurt; ~and to difdain the
Weaknefs of its Malice, whofe greateft

- Spight turns only to our inconceivable

Advantage. , :

In the Words now befére us, and
the enfuing Verfe, the Apoftle makes ufe
of another Medium to prove the fame
Aflertion, That to a Believer there is no-
thing formidable, nor dreadful, even .ig
Death itfelf, Now, becaufe in this Ar=
gument there are' many Ellipfes, many
Propofitions which are filenc’d, and yet

-very neceffary to be underftood, beforé

we can find out the full Force 6f it; B
fhall endeavour briefly to unfoldit, and
fhew wherein the Strength and’ Sinews
of the Apoftle’s Reafoning doth confift.
The great Truth which he would prove,
is, That a Chriftian ymay well trramph
over Death : - Ahd this he doth by Two
Heads of Arguments. The one drawn
from the Confideration of the exceeding
great Advantage and Glory that fhall re~
dound even to their very Bodies, by the
Refurreétion. And this-he at large pro~
fecutes, in a great Part of this Chaptér 5
efpecially Verfes 42, 43, 44. -It is”“foron
in Corvuption., it is 'ra‘?ed in Bicorri 2ion
It is [own in Difkonour, -t is raifed -in
LT e e ety
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‘Glory; It is fovon in Weakne[s, it is raifed
in Power ; It is [ovon @ Natural Body, it
s vaifed a Spiritual Body. The other

-----

Head of Arguments, is that which now
lies before us to be corifider’d; which,
if it be drawn out at length, contains in
it many Ptopofitions. -

Firft. The Firft is, That all the per=
nicious and baneful Effects of Death pro-
ceed from Sin ; which, therefore, is here
called, . The Sting of Death; becaufe, as

16%

venomous Creatures trinfmit their Poifon -

by their Sting; fo'likewife that which
ferves to convey into us al] the Mifchicf
and Harm' that Death can do us, is only
Sin, - And hence it is well reprefented
*unto us; under that metaphorical Expre{-
‘gqn of 4 Sting. T he, Sting of Death is
in. e S '
Secondly, That to Believers this Sting
is taken out of Death, ‘and the Venom
taken out of that Sting.’ “They may take
this cold and frozen Snake into their Bo~
foms; and, though it hifs againft them,
yet it cannot wound them. . And to prove
this, he-afferts, - -~
" Thirdly, "That all -the Malignity that
Sin contains it it receives from the
Law.' The Strength of Sin is the Law,

For it is'the Law. oxﬂ% that gives Sin its

Being: “For "the Scrfpture gives us this
Cy v M 3 De*

\
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Jtes in this, that Curisrt hath taken
away the Sting of Death, which is Sin,
becaufe - He hath abolifhed the Law
whence Sin receiv’d all its Power and.

offer up to us thefe.

's & Sting in Death.
Sting is Sin. o
1 treat of either of thefe,
10re fully explain what .
teeaphor, T be Sting of =~ ~
\llufion o venomous. -
uges, whofe Power to
n their Stings: There
tock ‘and Treafure. of*
vthey diffufe into thofe,
into'whom they darvtheir Stings s there..
by inflaming their Blood, corrupting the-
whole. Mafs of their Humours, caufing.
inexpreffiblc Anguifh and Dolours, ‘ang.
fometimes Death, and Deftru@ion wfelf =
So that, becanfe the.Sting is the Infirue
ment that conveys {o much Pain, and fo:
much Mifchief; becaufe it is that whichr
. makes thofe Creatnres fo: formidable and
dreadful ynto us that are thus nawrally-
armed: Therefore the Apoftle elegamily.
transfers this to Death,- and affirms, That
there is fomething in, Dieath that makes it:
serrible, painful, and: déftrudtive wo: us;’
o M 4 and
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and this he calls the Sting of Deth.. So.

that, in brief, whatfoever makes: Death
frightful and grievous to us, that is'this

~ Sting of it. Now, . .

I TuaT thereis fuch a Sting in Death,
that it is thus formidable and pernicious,
appears from thefe following Pasticulars. -

1. In the Horrors of wicked and un-
godly Men, when they tome to di¢.. In-
deed, fome, who, by long Cuftom, and
Continuance in Sin; have utterly {pent.
and wafted their Confciences, go out of
the World ina defperate Stupidity ; {enfe-.
lefs of what they. are, and carelefs of:

* what they are like to be; and, with a.

mad Rafhnefs, daringly leap out of Life,
without ever confidering how infinitely
decp that difmal Precipice is, down whi

they throw themfelves ; and that nothing

is under them to receive them, but only
the Lake of Fire and Brimftone. But:

~ take a Man that hath his Senfe about him,

his Reafon awake, and can exercife his
Confideration and Reflexion u his
prefent and future State; ftand by the:
Sick-Bed of fuch a one, who hath worn -
out his Life in the Service of the Devil ;
whofe Luxury, Riot, Drunkennefs, and
Uncleannefs, have been the only-grand
Bufinefs of his Life, and the Difeafes
that thefe have brought upon him, the

| ST Gaufes
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Caufes of his Death; what a fad Scene -

of Mifery will be there reprefented - to

- thee! How drcadfully doth he exclaim:

| :h

21f! What Eftuasions, what

169

1at Defpair and Blacknefs of -

~{feizeth upon him, when"

ng and rending his Soul-out:

! How doth he pull and:
{ cannot yield to that, whlch

reature, he: cannot avoid !

Yeath muft necds be very ter..
le, who have fo foak’d and

nfelves by Senfuality, that
ers deep into them 3 and, as’
ates moft banefully upon:
» Blood and Spirits were be-’
ad inflam’d ; {o, when Death-

fafe its Venom into thofe
on fire, and inflam’d with
temperance the Rage and
yrror and Defpalr that it will
-h, will be unfpeakably hi-
readful.

ears likewife, inthe Unwﬂ-
n of the deareft of Gop's
» undergo this laft, rude, and

k of Death: Yea, and tho'-
have not onl

- Perfuafions,. Kut the cleareft. Evi--
g dcncc and thc fulleft Affurance, that'

comfortable Hopes

Qﬂmsr JEsus fhall be untp them. .

both



170  The Chriftian's




Triumph over Death.  ¥71
_Confideration of that etermal. Happinefs
" ghey are entring into, makes them fub~
it to jr with -Patience, yet they cannoe
but abhor and fhrink from fo -bitter 2
Medicine, even-when it is tempered with
the ﬁr‘on%C.on,leati,ons of the Spiric of
3, To give the higheft Inftance that
can:.be; of the Dreadfulne(s of Death;
we find, that even our Lerd Jesus
Curist Himfelf, 1n whom there were
0o di[qrder’»d_P@Jﬁpns, no finful Fears;
none of thefe Weakncfles snd Follies,
which in us do to often ferve only to
increafe and enhaunce the Dreadfulnefs
f Death; yet even He loaths and nau-
cases to drink of ‘that Cup, and prays,
with all Fervency and Importunity, thag
it might pafs from Him ; Matth. xxvi. 3 9,
O, my Father! if it be-poffible, let thir
Cup pafs from.me, And, mothing but His
Father’s Will was of Power enough to re+
" concile Him to. it;. Nevedpelefs, not- as
Tawill, but as thow wilt. Cemainly, thas
muft needsbe a very direful Compolition,
thae fhould make Him, who was Gop as
well as Man, fo averfc fromtaking it. That
mufy peeds be avery formidable Enemyy
that fhonld make Himt loth to conflict,
though He were fuse to conqper it, and

aos only teftore Life vo Himiglf, buc :ﬁ

—
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4ll the World.  Indeed, that which made
this Cup-fo exceeding bitter to our Lord

Curisr, was the Wrath of Gop, and
~ the Curfe of the Law, that were temper’d

init; but yet, the very Vehicle of thefe,
Death itfelf, and the Separation of His
Body and Soul, was in itfelf very un-
pleafant and irkfome, even unto Him
whofe Pérfon was Divine, and, whofe
Nature Innocent. - And, therefore, it muft
needs be, that Death hath in it a great
deal of Dread and Terror. Thus we fee
it demofftrated, that Death is a very
dreadful and tremendous Enemy to hu-
mane Natdre. - '
- Le ¥ us'next confider, what there is in
Death, that fhould make it thus dreadful ;
that fhould make its Sting {o fharp and
oignant, and caufe fuch a natural Ab-

“horrency and Antipathy againtt it in us.

And this I thall fhew, in three or four
Particulars, - -%7

1. Tur Herbingers- that go before i,
to prepare its way : ‘And thefe are ufual-
ly languhing Difeafes; or racking Pains,
which, a5 the Avant—couriers of an hoftile
Army, coinmonly commit little lefs Spoil

- than the whole Body-of it ;' thefe fpend

the Strength{-and watte the Comfort of

~Life, ahd faarce !eave_'ang thing befides

eath to preyt

4 confumed Carcafs for
' o . upaon,
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Abode in the filent Chambers of Darka
nefs and'Corruption. Thefearethe ™
that make Men loth'todie.  And,.indéé _ -
thof¢ who have made them their Trea-
fures, and their Good Things. will
it a ver d Task, to be wi
at the Mouth
urave. ‘ thee ho rara -
~ ther. And, <. “d Part
will it be'to the poor Soul, when
be compell’d to . remove into
World, and leave all its'good thin
hind in this! - How will
tinger ! How loth will it be to
upon fo great a‘]ourney, and ha
thing left to defray the Charge
How wiftly will it look back
thofe dear Vanities, that it had
! What! cantiot T
and' thofe Riches
and that Treafure; out of the V™
me? Mift we'then part for -
O Soul, for ever. None of
canfe thou carry with tHee.
think; what a fad thing it will be
poor Soul to be fet on Shoar’
and - difmal Etefnity, all naked
Ritute, ' having nothing ~of all
perfluities, "and Abundandée of
- which 'here it made its chiefeft
relieve’ and fupport “it ! Of”
LI
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Eftare be low and mean id' te World,
expofed to many Wants and Miferies ;
yereven to fach, Death is terrible ; nor
€an they be willingly brought w part
" with their Share of Enjoyments; though
it be nothing but the common Air, and
dear Light, and their own fatteri
‘Hopes, that yet they may live to ;:E
{efls more. For Hope of Better for the
future, is a moft tenacious thing ; and
thofe who have nothing elfe to live up-~
on, yet cannot look upon Death with
content, becaufe, although it puvan Eand
and Period to their prefent Mueries, yet
iv likewife cuts off their Hopes, inwhich,
at leaft, they are as Rich and Happy, as
the Greateft. 3 :
ﬁp A xoTHER thing, which is dread-

~and- ftinging in Death, is that-which
truly and properly is Death itfelf: ¥
- tuwam, the Separation of thofe dear Cam+
patdons; the Soul and Body. They. are
. MkS%e-knit together by an uninrdligi-
| ;bIéBOpﬁOfU nian and Fricnﬂ;dufixip.f There
i a:moft fecret and powerful _
_between them ; and P?hat wlucrnxzag:g
“wety Life of Friendfhip, a Communicae
~tion of Paffions and Affeitions, They
have {pent many: Years together in per-
fo& Amiry and Concord ; and; theretore,
[ SR A S S v It
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it may well be dreadful to think of part«
ing at the laft. And, :

4 Tu e Confideration of thofe Difho-
nours; and Difgraces, that fhall befal the
Body upon this Separation, is likewife
very ftinging, and irkfome unto Nature.
That there 1t muft lie, a fad, wan, and
ghaftly Spectacle to thy Friends, and af-
terwards be lodged in the Bed of: Si-
lence; and Putrefa&ion. There, whole
Heaps of Worms fhall crawl upon thee,
and-devour thec :  And, the next Corps
that wants room, may, perhaps, . difturb
thy Bones, and not allow thee fo much -
as the Quiet of Death, and the peaceable
Poffeflion of thy Grave. Thy few Re-
mains may lie {cattered about the Mouth
of it : And thou, who ait now refpe@ed
-and honoured, mayft have thy only vi-
fible Relicks rudely and irreverently dealt
with. And, certainly, there is in us all
fuch a natural Love to our Bodies, that
we, who. think all our Care and Pains
too little in pampering .and indulging’
them, cannot but look upon Death-as &
moft dreadful Enemy; tga‘,)t fhall bring
upon them fo many Contumelies and
Dithonaurs. And, - . - .. -
- 5. Tre moft tharp and ftinging Cone
fideration of all, is, That Deat%l delivers
us over into Eternity, which we have ten

thoufand
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thoufand times deferved, fhould be infi-
nitely wretched and miferable tous. Our
Coniciences do mifgive, and prefage ve-
ry dreadful things againft us§ and often
zeprefent 1o our View all the Woes and
Plagues that are ftor'd up in Hell, thé
- Treafury and 'Magazine of all Plagges.
And, though the former Confiderations
render Death very frightful ; as it is in-
flited upon us by Paihs and Difeafess
as it deprives us’ of all the Comforts of .
&Life ; as it is the Separation of Soul and
Body; as it leaves the Body under the
Dithonours and ghaftly Deformities of
Rottennefs and Putrefattion: Yer, had
Death nothing in it more dreadful than
thefe, it might be fupportable. . Yea, and
we know,that many, who have been borné
up by the Confolations of the Holy Spia
rit, have opened their Arms to it, and
‘embraced it, though with natural Relu<
&ance, as it is Death, yet with Joy and .
Exultation, as it is to them an Admiffion
into eternal Life. But when Death fhall
fammon us to appear before the dread-
ful Tribunal of Go b, and fuggeft to us
horrid Apprehenfions of Wo and Tor-
ments, that we thall by Him be adjudged
to; this is that Sting which is moft
fharp and piercing ; that $ting, the Poia

- N fon

o0
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fon of which affe@s thé Soul with oot -
inexpreflible Anguith and Agonies: -~
. II. Axp this brings me to the Second
Propofition, which is the very Words of
the Text, The Sting of Death is Sin.
n It was only 8in that brought Deatts
into the World.  So the Apoftle exprefly,
Rom. v, 12.- By one Man Sin entered in-
30 the World, and Death by Sin: And fo
"Death ‘paffed upon all Men; for that all
. bave finned.. - This Serpent owes' his Bele
ing, as well as his Sting and: Poifon, s
to Man’s Tranfgreflion. Indeed, Adaws
was no meore created inimortal by Nd
ture, than he was impcecable ; : but as K¢
had Potentiam nem peccandi, fo he had
likewife Potentiam xon moriemdi, 2 Power
geither to have finned, not died; bux
might have prolonged his: -Dn%s, either
to 2 happy Eternity here upon Earth, or
to a bleffed Tranflation into Heaven. Bug
as foon as Sin had gotten Pofleflion of his
Soul, Death lays in Claim td his Body,
and fends a mumcrous:Train of grim Ats
tendants, Fear, Sadnefs, Decays, Trous
bles, Pains, and Difeafes, o fecure himy
from making his Efcape: And by thefe,
we muft all fooner or later fall mto hiy
Hands. R o
L. 2 Draty
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- . 8, DEATR receives its-Sting and
Terrors from Sin. It is the Confcioufs
nefs of Sin and Guilt, that makes Death
fo bitter ahd intolerable to us. And,
therefore, the Apoftle, Heb. ii. 15. fpeaks
of fome, who, through Fear of Death,
were all their it'fe-time fubject - unto Bon-

dage. And this Bondage of Fear and -

Terrors, under which they were held,
it was from the {corching Apprehenfions
of that Hell, and everlafting Wrath, which
were to follow after Death. And, tho’

now poffibly, in the Jollity of thy Youth -

and Health, thou putteft far from thee
«all fuch dreadfut and difturbing Thoughts ;

though, it may be, when Confcience be-

gins to recal them, thou defperately
choakeft it, either by the Cares of the

World, or Intemperance; or by wicked .

and lewd Company, or fome fuch hel-
lith Artifice; yet, know for certain, that
it ‘will warch its Advantages to return
upon thee 5 and, it may be, reprefent alf
“the Horrors and Dread of thefe things ta

thee, when thou art juft entring into thy

-eternal State, to feel them. When our

- Souls, i the very Agonies of Death, are

juft loofening themf{elves from thofe Bands
that tied them to the Body, they will,
doubtlefs; then make ftrange Difcoveries
of thofe terrible things, which now in

N a : our



180

The Chriftian's. .

our Health, when we are any thing fe-

rious, make our Hearts ake, and our

Confciences tremble ; but then, the Ter~

rors of .them will be fuch, -as will even
cramp and confound the Soul, when it
{hall Yee them all come rolling upon
him, and no Poffibility left to efcape, or

~ defer them. Now they are upon the ve-

ry Borders and Confines of that Region,
where Ghofts and Spirits are the only
Inhabitants, Here, an Holyand jut Go b
is fummoning them to His Bar, and paf-
fing an irreverfible Doom wpon them :
There, they fee Hell cafting up black and
footy Flames, and thoufands of wretch~
ed Souls wallowing in them. All thefe
dreadful things, Confcience will repre-
fent to convinced Sinners; and make
them infinitely more dreadful; by fug-

- gefting, that they all makeagainft them,

and are the Preparations of divine Wrath
and Vengeance, to punifh them. Now,
O Sinner! how canft thou encourage thy-

- felf? how- wilt thou bear up thy Heart

againft the Thoughts and Fearsof Death?
Doth it not almoft kill thee, only to
think, that thou muft die, and then
have all the Wrath of the Great Gop
executed upon tliee, to Eternity 2 * Death
is ftill waiting for the Forfeiture of your

Lives; and after Death, Hell, and eter-

nal
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nal Torments; Torments, which fhall ne- -

ver have End or Eafe: Under the fharp-
eft Tortures wecan fuffer here, we com~-
fort ourfelves, that they will fhortly wear
off; but there your Tortures fhall be moft
exquifite, 3nd yet have no End. 1Itis in
vain to cry, as here we do, when we are
under Pains or Difeafes, Would to Gop
- it were Day! or Would to Gonp it were
Night! for they have no Reft Day nor
Night, and none they can expet. But
the Smoke of their Torments rifeth up for
ever and ever. Thus, it'is the Appre-
henfion of future Wrath and Vengeance,
as-the due Defert of our Sins, that makes
Death fo exceedingly terrible and fting-
ing to a guilty Soul. - ‘

I suarr clofe up all with Two or Three
brief Inferenges. =

1. I Sin and Guilt be the Sting of
Death, let us beware, that we add not
more Poifon to this..Sting, by addin&
more Sins and :Iniquities to our pa
Crimes. . Remember., every Sin thou
committeft, will make thee more afraid
to die. > And, .in whit dreadful Perple~
xitys and .Agonys of Soul wilt thou be,
when thy Guiit thall -ftare thee ruthfully

in the Face, and thy Confcience exclaim.
againft thee; and yet, inexorable Death:

will wait.no longer, but cut:thee off in
: N3 the
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the midft of all thy Fears gnd Horrors,

and thruft thee down to Hell, there to

-undergo more than ever thou couldft fear
or imagine, '

2. Ir Sin be the Sting of Dearh,
then, certainly, the only way to difarm
Deatb, it is, by cleanfing thyfclf from Sin.
‘Wath thy polluted Soul in the Tears of
an unfeigned Repentance. Sprinkle thy

ilty Confcience ‘with that Blood of
Sprinkling, which fpeaketh hetter Things
than the Blood ofP Abel.  Then mayft
thou breathc out thy Soul with Comforr,
when all that Death can do unto thee, is

- %o change thy Hopes into full Fruition

and Enjoyment,
3» How unfpeakably happy are thofe,
to whom the Sting of Death is taken out

by the Death of CuRrist? -In His

Death ftruck his Sting fo deep, that he

left and loft it there; and like fome ve-

‘nomoys Creatures,that die as foon as

have ftung, Animawmg; in vulnere ponunt,
that lmrt?“i! waund them{elves, when,
ever they do lefs wound others; fo, Death

darting its whole Sting into Jesus Cunusr,
to wit, the Sins of all the Waeld ¢hat
believe, which were all imputed unta
Him, when He Himfelf bare our Sins in
His own Body an, the Tree.. Death hath
everfingebeens harinlefs difarm'd Thing,

not
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not able to hurt them, how grim foever
its Afpect be. Yea, this laft Epemy is
reconciled unto them, and become one
of their Party; and they may, with Tri-
umph, {ay, as the Apoftle doth, Whether
Lifeor Death, ot T bings prefent, or T bin
to come, all ure theirs.  Death fhall de
them the greateft and moft real Kindnefs
they can receive; for, as Death was
brought inta the World by Sin, fo Sin
fhall be abolifh'd out of the World b
Death; yea, Death itfelf fhall abolifﬁ
Death, and bring us into that State where
our Life thall be deathlefs, and our Holi-
nefs finlefs. ‘ S
AND this brings me to fpeak of the
Refurre&idn, by which this Vi@ory over
Death is completed’; which will, there.
fore; be the Subjet of the enfuing Dif-
courfe, B -
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