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But ‘beloved, we are perfwaded bes-
ter Things of you, and Things

that accompany Salvation, though
we thus [peak. »

Ester Things.] Indeed, the Apoftle
had in the foregoing Verfes {poken
very dreadful and fatal Things concern-
ing fome Hypdcritical, and unfound Pro-
fefiors. And his Difcourfe of them may
be reduced unto thef¢ Three Heads :

Firf2, The high Attainments of 'fuch
Profeflfors.w © - AEH
K  Secondly,
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130  The State and Way

Secondly, The wretched Apoftacy of
fuch Hypocrites. S
. Thirdly, The fearful Perdition of fuch
Apoftates.

Firf}, He difcovers their Attainments ;
and gives us, as it were, the Ultimum
gnod fic, thehigheft Strain and Pitch that
fuch can reach unto. They may,

Firf}, Be enlightned, i. e. baptized,and
have a deep and-fearching Knowledge
into the Myfteries of the Gofpel, fo as
clearly to underftand them, and to un-

fold them perfpicuonfly and demon-

{tratively unto others.
Secondly, They may have taflted of

the heavenly Gift. They may have

fome Relithes upon their Spirits, of the

Excellency, Sweetnefs, and Precioufnefs

-of Jefus Chrift, the greateft Gift God
ever gave to the World.
Thirdly, They may be made Partakers

of the Holy Ghoft, in his Gifts, thofe -

Xaelouama which were poured fortl

“the Church;: And thofe both extraordi-

- mary 3 fuch as werée then beftowed
- the Primitive Church, as the Gift of

Tongues, of Prophecy; of working My-
racles : And alfo ordinary, in Illumina-

tion, Conviction, - partial’ Reformation,
fluent Elocutio, both to God in Prayer,
3 : aﬂd

' -



of- Salvaticn,

and to Men in Inftruttion, .which fill

remain to this Day, and are difpenfed in
common, both to thofe who are favingly
wrought upon, and to thofe who are ut-
ter Strangers to the Life of Grace,and the
Power of true Godlinefs. . .

Fourthly, They may have tafted the
good Word of God, and found fo much
Sweetnefs and Comfort in the Dottrine
and Promifes of it, as to hear it gledly
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with Herod, and to receive it jeyfully with

the Stony Ground. Co
Fifthly, They may have tafted of the
Powers of the World to comes and
have fome Prelibations of Eternal
Glory in fome Ecftatical Raptures and
Tranfports of Spirit, - as if they were
gotten quite above Mortality. And thefe
Foretafts may “entertain them with fair
and- flourithing Hopes, that they fhall for
ever drink of thofe Rivers of Pleafure
that flow at God's Right Hand. :

Thefe, you fee, are great and ‘Big’h Até '

tainments, that .the Apoftle allows to un-
found Profeflors, Perfe.4, 5. For that they
were never otherwife, appears, :

Secondly, In the DefeCtion and Apo-
ftacy .of thefe Hypocrites from all thefe
glorious Attainments. - And this Apo-
ftacy is not only gradual and partial,

fuch as is too often incident to the beft .

K 2 Saintg,
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Saints, who decline from' the Spirituaf-
niefs and Excellency of “their firlt Ways,’
but total and final, ending in a malicious
Renounding of the Truth, and the Pro-
feflion of the Name of Chrilt, which ig
the very’ Formalit'{lof “theé unpardonable
Sin agaialt the Holy Ghoft. If fuch
fhall fall away, it is impoffible to remew
themt again wunty Repemtancd. Verfe 6, dnd
therefore it is alike i e that ever
they thould be pardoned. For this cou-
ditional Propofition, If they fall away,
fuppofeth a Poffibility of it, becaufe the
Apoftlegives it both as a Cautioh againft
Security, and a Motive to a farther Pro-
grefs and Perfefion. They rhay fall,
and’fall away, and fall away to an utter

Imp Kibﬂity of renewing them again un-

to Reperitance. | T WG
" Thirdly, He difcovers the woftl &
dition -of thefe Apoftates. ‘And that he

. doth by an elegant Similitude taken frof

barren Ground, to which fuch Apoftates
are compared, Verfe 8. For if God hath
manured them, and caufed the Dew of
Heaven to fall plentifully upon them frotin
This Ordinances, and yet they bring forth
nothing’ but Bryars and ‘Thorns, lét them

know that they lic under a moft tremen-
dous Doom. C

Firfh,
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- R}, They are rejeed of God, re-
prabated and hated of him. If any Man
drgwp back, wy Senl fball have no Pleafure in
hiw, Mehr. 10, 38. . . »

$acowdly, They are nigh unto a Curfe.

The dreadful Corfe of God hangs hove-
ring ower their Heads ; and would they
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bat lopk sbout them, they might fee

thick amd black Clouds gathering, and
153dy to break wpon them and over-
whelm them with a Tempeft of the Di-
ving Wrath aad Fury, and they would
ling in 4 pertain fearful Expeifation of fiery
Iedignation to devovr awd confume’ them.

For, . o

Thirdly, Their End is to be burned.
They are cut out to be Firebrands for
Hell ; ordained of Old unto this Con-
demnation, who fo long wilfully with-
draw from God, ‘till they fall into the

Devil’'s Arms; and vecede fo:far back-

ward from Chrilt, and their feeming
Piety and f{plendid Profeffion, ‘till they
tumble into everlafting Fire, and ‘there
for ever {uffer the moft acute Tortures,
the moft direful Plagues, that either the
infinite Wifdom of God can prepare, or
the infinite Power of God infli¢t 5 and
lie eternally curing, and accurfed, under
the Revengés of that God whom they
have malicioufly defpited.

K3 But
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Biit fiow, left any tendeér-hearted Chri-
ftian fhould be difcouraged and dejeCted

by this terrible and ftartling Dotrine 5

a Doltrine, which might have then, and

hath fince, caufed many fad Fears to

{eize vpon the Spirits of thofe who are

true and fincere, but yet timorous and
doubting Saints! The Apoftle therefore
comforts them in the Words of my Text,

‘and tells them, That though he had fpo-
ken fo fharply againft Apoftates, yet
. ‘they fhould not apply it to themfelves as

though he fufpected them for fuch ; that
his Difcourfe was diretted unto them not
as Cenfure, but as Caution ; not as judg-
ing them to be fauch, but forewarning
them Jeft they fhould be fuch. As if he
fhould fay, Interpret not what I have
fpoken, as if I thought you forlorn and
curfed Apoftates from Chrift ; thefe do
not appertain to you otherwife than as
Matter that deferves your Care and Cau-
tion. For though I have propounded to
you the Danger of Apoftacy, yet I have

.great Confidence of the Sincerity of your

Profeffion, and the Perfeverance of your
Faith and Obediences we are perfwaded
betser. Things of you, and 1bings that accom-

peny Sabypation, though we thus fpeak

From this Coherence of the Words with
the Context, we may oblerve,
Firft,

|
|
|

|
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Firf?, - That there' is great Need to
preach roufing and terrifying Do&rines;
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even to true and real Believers. Thunder. -

is faid to purge the Air, and cleanfe it
from thofé impure Vapours, with which
it is apt to abound when it hath been
long ferene and ftagnant. And truly
thundring Doérine is of great Ufe, not
only to convince the Hypocrite, when
the Word fhall be applied fo critically
that he can no longer hide himfelf from
the Eviderce of it, nor any longer lurk
under the falfe Difguife of a feeming
fan@ity, but his own Confcience will
dete® him, and deal as roundly with
him, as he hath dealt diffemblingly both
with God and Man. Nor, I

Secondly, To roufe and awaken the
Secure, and by alarming them with the
Terrors of the Lord, make them ftart
out of their fupine Rechlefnefs, and
ftupid Negle®t of their Souls, and eternal
Concernments, But, .

Thirdly, 1t'is neceffary alfo to make

thofe wha are true and fincere Chriftians
cautious and circumifpect, to ftand upon
their Wateh, left they alfo draw back unto
Perdition, and bring upon themfelves alt
the Woes and Curfes which they heag
denounced againft thefe wretched Apo-
~ . K4 © flates,
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ftates. Let him that thinketh be flands,
take heed left ke fall, 1 Cor. 10. 12. '
And whereas he {weetens this terrible

.Doérine, by declaring his good Hopes

and Opinion concerning them ; obferve, ,
" That f{uch rouﬁng and terrifying
Truth requires a great deal of holy Pru-
dence.and Caution in the delivering of
them. Minifters ought not always to
denounce Wo and Wrath, nor at all
Peradventures to- fling abroad Swords,
Arrows, and Death ; nor like a Company
of Whifflers in _.a‘Sl;ew, {pit Fire at every
Man they meet, ~ For this indiferect
Preaching of Hell and Damnation, not
making a careful Diftin&tion between Per-
fons and Perfons, doth but,

Firf?; Harden the Wicked, while it puts

. them into as. good a Condition as any

others. - .
. Secondly, Grieve the Good, and fadden

 the Hearts of thofe whom God would

not have made fad 5 while it rattles out
the Terrors of the Lord without any Dif-

- crimination, and leaves them no Means,

nor Advantage, of applying thofe Com-
forts to themfelves which of Right belong
unto them. And,

" Thirdly, Prejudiceth all, in as much as
it is apt to beget only a flavifh Fear, and
that Fear an Averfation to God, and
¢ that
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that Religion which is thus imprudestiy
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fufrt:ﬁ:ntcd 3§ qnly drcadfql sod frlgbt-, y

" Butto wave thf;fe Thrngp, that which
I fhall princi ipally- oonﬁdcr. is thatClanfe
in the Text,. Things that accompany Salve
tige.. In which | (hall enquise,

Fnﬂ Thc Mcamng of the Phrafe. -
Secondly, What thofe Thmgs ae whncb

do thus acempuny Stbosian

For the Fzr#, The M.eamng and Im-

port of  the Expreffion 3 we muft here
uke Natice, that Salvation may be taken
ina twofold Senfe : Either,.

Firft, For thefull and aftual Poffeion

of it.. Or,

Sa‘oadly, For our nght and Title Oowt, -

nd fome Initials of it alrcady begun in
US.

In the formcr Senfe, it fignifes the
Glory and Happinels of the Saints in
Heaven, when they are no longer Viatores,
but Comprcbenﬁm ‘no longer Travellers
thither, but Poffeflors of their Inheritance.
And thus it is not to be underftood in
this Place : For many Things accompany
this Salvation, which cannot be verified

of the beft and holieft Saints, while they :

are here in this Life. As the clear and

imme-
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immediate Vifion' and Fruition of God 5’
our perfe& Immunity from all Sin and
Corruption; our fina] Deliverance from
all Sorrows and Sufferings, and the like:
Which the choiceft Believers do not en-
joy while they are here on Earth, but

__ they are referved for therh *till they -ar-

rive to Heaven to be the Completion of
all their Hopes, and their full and eter-
nal Reward. co
This Sdvatior then, which the Text
mentions, is only Salvation in Right and
Title 1 For then alfo are we %aid to
be faved, when we have a Right unto
the cternal Inheritance, and the Initials
and Beginnings of it wrought in our
Souls. This is a Salvation on this Side
Heaven, which we may well call ¢ Stase
of Salvation, or a certain Tendency unto
it, which will at laft infallibly end in 3
full and entire Enjoyment of it, Now
all thofe Things which are previous and
antecedent to our eternal Salvation in
Heaven ; they are Concomitants, and
Affociates with this Salvation: And there-
fore are faid to accompany Safvation, be-
caufe they are to be found in all thofe
who have a true Right unto the Glory
of Heaven for the prefent, and fhall be

- brought unto the Pofleflion of it hereafter,

Hence obferve,
' Thay
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- That a State of Salvation hath proper

and peculiar Things belonging unto it,

which are not to be found in any other
Condition. Now here, \
Firft, Thefe Things are not only exter
nal Privileges, nor the Difpenfation of
the Ordinances of Jefus Chrift. Indeed,
thefe are ordinarily neceflary as the Means
of Salvation, without which none can,
according to God’s ordinary way of
working, come to the Knowledge of the
Trath, and be faved : For Faith comes by
Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of God,.
Rom. 10. 17. But yet they are not infe-
parable Concomitants of this State. 'Many
enjoy the Ordinances and Means of
Grace, that 'yet are utter Strangers to
God, and defpife that Grace which they
were inftituted to convey. And there-
fore, as they prove great Furtherances to
the Salvation of fome, fo they acciden-
tally prove the Occafion of Obduration,
and forer Condemnation to others. As
the fame Rain from Heaven rots fome
Trees, that makes others to fprout and
grow 3 fo the fame Ordinances do ac-
cidentally rot and corrupt fome wretched
Souls, and make them the fitter Fewel for
Hell Fire, which caufe others that are
Trees of Righteoufnefs, and Plants of
Renown, ta flourith and fpring, and

4 bring
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Nor,
Sectmdl Are tbc commpon Gifts of the |
Spmt of God thofe Things which ac-
company
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company Salvatiod. Thefe indeed are
of gréat tie and Excelleticy, but yet they
may be found in. thofe who are wholly
devord of true Grace, and the Life of
God. Many Hypocrites miay be endow-
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¢d with a great Meafure of thefe, and

fometimes much beyotd thofe who are
true and fincere Chififtians. - Their Gifts
tiay further the 8alvation of othiers, whén
they only aggtavate their own Damna-
tion. As Noah migde vfe of thofe to build
his Atk, who yer were themifelvesdrown-
ed in the, Deluge ; atd Solormon ‘employed
the Syrisys, who were Heathets, to pre-
pate ‘Materials for the Templé; {5 God

doth fometimes make Ufe of the Gifts -

and Abilities of wicked and ungodly Men
for theBenefit and Salvation of his Church.
But yet thofe very Parts and Gifts which
help” on the Salvation of others, contri-
bute not to the Satvation of the Owners;
but rather to the Increafe of their fature
Torments, becaufé their Knowledge, and
Gifts, "anrd Parts, rénder them the more
ihetculuble before God. - Nor,

Thirdly, Are the common Gracés of the

Holy Ghioft, thofe Things that accom-
pany Salvation, Theré are many previ-

ous VWorks wtbtight apon .the Sauls of °

thofe who are’brought near unto Salva-
tion 5, but through their quenching gf
S 3 . the
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the Spirit, and refilting his Motions, they
provoke him to withdraw, and fo they
never attain it. Nor, -
- Fourthly, Are inward Joysand Comfarts
thofe Things which do neceffarily accom-
pany Salvation. Nay, indeed atrue Chri-
ftian may many Times go mourning and
heavily, when an Hypocrite fhall flaune
and triumph in his Joys, and boaft of
his Evidences, and Ravifhments, and
overpowering Confolations, asif he were:
the only Favourite and Minionof Heaven

whom God delighted to carefs an

dandle as the Darling of his Affe&ions,
See that proud Pharifee, Luke 19, 11. God,
I thank tfee, that I am not as other Men are,
nor as this Publican. And that Hy;poc:i;i,‘:z
Church of Thyatira, Rev. 3. 17. I am rich;
and increafed in Goods, and [fand in need
of nothing. Thus through the Delufions
of Satan, and theirown Self-flattery, they
may bring themfelves into a Golden
Dream, that they are rich in Enjoyments,

‘increafed in Graces, and ftand in Need of

nothing that might make them either
holy or happy. And fo they give them-
felves the fame Applaufe that the rich
Fool gave his Soul 5 Soul, thou kaft Geo

laid up for many Years, take thine Eafe, edd,

drink,” and be merry. . But, alas! thefe
_over-weening Conceits prove grofs De

Iufions.
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lofions. How-many have we feen who
have c{)ridcd;hemfelves in their Joys, and
would .be ftill .boafting what Sweetnefs
of xSpi'rig, and; Soul Ravithments, and
other fuch, like melting Things-they have
felt, turn utter Apoftatesfrom the Truth,
and the Profeffion of Godlinefs!

Thefe therefore are not the Things that
accompany Salvation ;3 but a Man ma
fuffer “everlafting Torments that hat
talted many delufive Joys and Comforts,
he may drink deep of the Cup of God’s
Wrath and Fury, who hath tafted of the
Powers of the World to come : . He may
go down to Hell with many Church Pri-
vileges -and Ordinances, excellent. Gifts
and Parts, with many common Graces
of the Spirit, Convitions, many good
Withes and Defires, yea, and many good
Duties too, and there fuffer the Vengeance
of everlafting Fire, and have all thefe
burnt about him. Thefe Things. there-
fore are no firm Support for your Hope,
no. good Evidences.tor your future Hap-
pinels: And therefore truft not your
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Souls upon them, they will fink under

.youand deceive you. . They are only com-
mon Things, and -may .belong to any
that live under ~Golpel-Difpenfations.
‘%ﬁgg, Praying, Profefling, Receiving

Sacraments, though they beabfolutely

necef-
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neceffary fo Salvation, a8 Mearis, yé¥thet
ate :;ty as Evidences:” ':Thcy');er'c g—
fiinguifhing  Marks of Chriftians from
thofe- of - another Refigion, but th
are not_diftinguithing Marks of Sx
from H;'r,gdcr‘rtcs : Or, if you will Have
them Evidentes, they are rathet exclofive
Evidences, than conclafive, That is, it
is an affured Evidence that they are fio
‘true Chriftians who do negle&, or difown,
ot defpife thefe Things. 'Whofoever doth
fo, is certainly exc¢juded from this Nuui-
ber, and ffom alt Hopes and Poffibificy
of Salvation: Bat they. are not coniélu-
five Eviderices. We cantrot certainly con-
t¢lude, that fuch aMan isa trae Chriftian,

- or in the State of Salvation, becaufe fuch
Things'may be found ugonhim. - |

-~ And therefore, in the next Place, let
us fee what thefe Thir%s are that do-ac-
‘company - Salvation. And they are of

Fi#ff. Certain Principles of Faichin the
“Underftanding. * .

, S’eCfo“q ,fCCrtq}n':'gyé'C;dus I,mpi‘ éfﬁoﬂs
upon the Heart and Will. .

co
LT T%
- ?
T - .
I . .
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- Thirdly, A <certain regular Obedience jn
the whole Courfe of a Man’s Life and
Converfation.

. And:- heéré we muft upon every one of
thefe difcover thefe Two Things: - -
. Firft, Shew you what thofe Principles;
Habits, and Obedience aré. And then,
- Secondly, Whether we have:thofe Prin-
dples, Impreflions, and Obediénce in 4
faving'Mamher.. - ... .

. The .Firft Sore of Things -that atcortic
pany Salvation, are Divine Principles of
Truchi in the.Underftanding. And thefe
e of two Kinds ; either Doltrinal, or
Pradical. . Thofe, whofe immediate Ten-
dency is Informatioh of the Judgment ;5
or.thofe, . whofe immiediate Effect is the
infloencing .and  regulating of our Livés
and PraGice.. - .+ - P :" . B .
- Firft, Do&rinal « Principles, are- abfo-
litely - iéceffary to S$alvation :- Such I
tean which.iare the Visal and Fanda-
mental Articles of the: Chriftian Faith.
'Tis true, it i¢ not néceffary for every pri-

vate Chriftian to bufy and beat his Head:

it the nice and curious Queéftions of
Religion, which haveé always béen difpu-
td, but will never be decided, -until our
perfed Knowledge. give Place - to per-
EL Some Things mﬁ(jhﬁﬁim Religigé

144
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are Ornamental ; and {ach are the more
abltrufe Points that are not fo clearly re-
vealed to us in the Scriptures, Thefe, in-.
deed, thofe that are of Parts, and have
.competent Leifure, onght to fearch into,
as the nobleft Study and Science they can
employ themfelves about. Other Things
are Fundamental and Vital, the Ignorance
of which excludes Men from all Paffibi-
lity of Salvation. And thefe we qught
to know and believe explicitly, .as being,
Truths that are-moft clearly sevealed .to
us. And fuch are, :
- Firf}, The Dottrine of the ever-blefled
Trinity 5 that there is One infinite Effence,
in Three diftinét Hypoftafes or Perfons.’
A Myftery, which though it be far be-
yond all the Comprehenfion of Reafon,
and far deeper than the longeft Line of
our Underftanding can poflibly fatham,
yet we are bound to adore and believe:
what we cannot comprehend. Yea, and.
thos . far Reafon it telf teacheth us, that
- fuch a Being cannot be. God, which may
- be comprehended by Man. This Myftery
of Three in One, the Scripture hath ex-
prefly declared to us, 1 Fohr §. y.. There
- are Three that bear Record in Heawen, the
Father, the Word, axd the Holy Ghoft ; and
thefe Three are One. They are Owe, not
only in their Record and T.e&imnn%_r,. as
: ome

/
-
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fome Hereticks would glofs the Place to
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evade the clear Force of it, but in E(-~

fence, Bcing, Power, Nature, and all
the Divine Attributes and Perfeftions.
For were this Unity only in Teltimony,
it might well be wondred why the
Apoftle fhould in the very nest Verfe
alter the Phrafe, and there tell us, that
the Spirit; and the, Water, and the Blood,
agree in Ome, Here it is evident from the
Manner of Expreffion, that thefe are One
only in Teftimony. But when it is faid,
that the Father, and the Word, that is
Jefus Chrift, that Word which was made
Flefs, and the Spirit 5 not that they agree
in One, but that they are Ore; it can
bear no other Signification, but that they

are one infinite, eternal, ever-blefled Ef--

lence, having all the {ame effential Pro-
pectics and Perfeltions. How far the
exprefs Belief of this great Truth was
necelfary before the Ircarnation of our
Saviour, I will not now difpute 5 though
there want not fufficient Evidences that it
was known to the Fews then. But fince

our- Qbligation to believe a Truth, is

E:Oportionable to the Evidence that can
ptoduced for it 5 therefore now, fince
the Scripture is exprefs in this Particular,
o explicit Belief of it is neceflary to us,
whatfoever it were to therh : Yea, fo far

’ L2 necef-
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neceflary in order to eternal Life, that li¢
" who denies and oppofeth it cannot wor-
fhip the trne God, who is Three in One 5
cannot worfhip the Lord Jefus Chrift,
* who is as truly and verily God as he is
Mun, and therefore cannot be in any
Capacity of obtaining Salvation : For it
is the higheft Idolatry in the World to
worfhip that for our God which is not
fo. Now our God is Three in One 5 and
therefore they who pretend to wotfhip
him, whom yet they deny to be fo, do
but worfhip an Idol of their own fancy-
ing, and not the true God. Yea, our
Saviour Jefus Chrift makes this to be a
Fundamental Article of our Faith, Fobw
17. 3. This is Life Eternal, that they may
know thee, the only true God, and ,?eﬁu
Chrift whom thou kaft fent. So that if we
know not God, as he is the true God,
‘we cannot have Eternal Life ; but as he
is the true God, fo he is Three Perfons
in One' Natare and Effence. But fome
may fay, this feems rather to make againt
it : For if the Father be the only frae
God, then how can Jefus Chrift be the
‘true God too ? To this I an{wer, That the
Particle [Only] refers not to the Father,
but to the true God. Now the Word
God is an Fflential, and not a Perfonal
“Attribution, and fo both God tbe Fasher
. . i’
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is the anly true God, and God the Som is
the only true God, and God the Holy Ghoft
is the only true God, becaufe they are all
one and the fame only trve God. Our Savi-
our faith not that only the Father is the
tree God, but the Father is the only true

God ; and fo alfa is each Perfon in the

ever blefled Trinity. For the Godhead is
not divided with the Perfons, and there-
fore there is the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit, but thefe are all the only trve God,
This is the fir(t Do&rinal Principle.
Secondly, Another Principle confequent
upon the former, is the Knowledge and
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Belief of that great Myftery of the two

Natures united in one Perfon of our
Lord Chrift. This is likewife a funda-
mental Truth, Truth as to both, Parts of
ity both that he is God, and that he is
Man. This we find moft clearly afferted
by the Apoftle, Rom. 1. 3, 4. Fefue, Chrif}
owr Lord, who was madp of the Seed of-Ra-
Vid according to the Flefh, and declaved.to be
the Son of- (§od with Power, according te,the.
Syirit of Holinefs by the Refurrection. from.the
Ded.” His Divinity is moft irrefragably
Proved, paft all the cunning Evafions of
Socimian Perverfenefs in many Places of
Scriptare, but efpecially in the Firft to the
Hebrews, Ver, 8, &c. Unto the Son he faith,
(e Throne, Q God, is for ever and ever.

L3 And,
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And, Ver. 10. {peaking of the fame Son,
Tlou, Lord, in the Beginning haft laid the
Foundation of the Earth 5 and the Heavens
are the Works of thy Hands: 1hey fhall pe-
rifh, but thou rewsaineft 5 they foall change,
but thou art the fame, and thy Years fhall not

fail. - Not to. mention Ver. 3. Who being

the Brightnef of his Glory, and the exprefs
Tirage of his Father's Perfon, and upholding
all Things by the Word of his Power : Nor
Ver. 2. By whom alfo ke made the Worlds.
Where, I think, we may challenge all the
Wit of Hell to evade the Force of this
Argument : He certainly is the only true
God, who is God the Creator 5 For be
that made all Things, is God, faith the Apo-
ftle, Fleb. 3. 4. But fo is the Lord Jefus
Chrilt, as thefe Places do abundantly tefti-
fy 5 and therefore he is'true God, a God
by Nature and Eflence, and not only by
Authority and Donation. Again, If Je-
fus Chrift ought to be ferved and wor-

B thipped by us, then certainly he is 2 God

by Nature ; but none that acknowledge
the Name of Chrift, excepting that accur-
fed Blandatra, and a few of his Adherents,
will deny that he ought to be worfhip-
ped, whom all the Angels in Heaven are
commanded to worthip, Heb.1.6. Let all
the Angels of God worfbip him : Therefore he
maft needs be God by Nature, and rlr)ot;

Y
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by Office only. See for this, Gdl. 4. g.
where the Apoftle tells the believing Ga-
latians, that heretofore when they were
Gentiles, they did Service to them, who by
Nature are no Geds 5 implying, that they
were guilty of molt grofs and ftupid Ido-
latryin fo doing. But now if Chrift be
not a2 God by Nature, either the Apoltle
commanded thefe Belicvers to worfhip
him, or not : If not, then they ought not
to worthip him ; and very choice Chrifti-
ans they are who thould be driven to this:
Ifhe did, then he commanded them to bé

15¢1-

uilty of Idolatry like their former ; for "

e tells them, They were Idolaters in wor-
Jipping thofé, who by Nature are not Gods.
. And that the Owning of both Natures
in Chrift is a fandamental Article of Faith,

Ippears,

Firj? In that the Denying of the Humane
Nature in Chrift, ‘is exprefly fertenced as
damnable, 1 Jobn 4. 3. Every Spirit that
eonfefferhs not that Jefus Chrift is come in the
Flep, is mot of God 5 and this ss the Spirit of
Antichrift, of which you bave beard that st
Pould come, and even now already is it in the
World. The Apoftle doth not fay, Every
Spirit that confefleth not that Je(us Chrift
i come into the World, to prevent the
Evafion of thofe Hereticks that pre-

L 4 tended
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tended he was revealed in the Spiiit, ‘or
in the Confcientce, or-in the Gofpel 5 but
he {aith, -Come: in the Flefb, in the Aflump?
tion'of a true HumaneNature 5 thofc who
deay this, are'notof Gods' :'And; - 7
« Secondly, For the Denying of his Divine
Nature, 'that alfo {s in it felf damnablef
Y Jobn 2. 32. He is Amtichrift that demicth
the Father, und the Son. ‘And cettainly, if
it be {fo damnable an Herefy to deny -thé
Humanity of Chrift, much-more then his
Pivinity 5 for it was his Divine Nature
that- put Worth and Value inta all the
A&ions ‘and Sufferings of -his Humane;

.and made them truly meritprious; And

therefore, if there be no Salvation attain+
able,- but through Egith in the Merits of
*lcfus Chrifts " they are ‘utterly excluded
rom all Poflibility of being faved, -wha
deftroy the very Belief of thofe Merits

throagh which atone they can be faved.

That -is. therefore anothet fundamentak
Truth of the Gofpel.- - - :

- Thirdly, Juftification in a ﬁ'ﬁ“c gratuie
tous Way, in Oppofition to the VWorks of

- the Ldw,. is a fundamerital Article of our

Faith :: And in'confirming this, the Apo-
ftle fpends Eleven whole Chapters in his
Epiftle to the Romans. The Denying this
Dodrine, is utterly inconfiftent with a
State of Salvation. See for this, Gal. 5. 4,
Whofo- -
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ficowr of ‘you_are juftiied by the Law,
Chraft is become of nome effecd S0 jou 5 you are
fallen from Grace. ” Indeed, many learned
Men are at Vatiance concerning the Man-
fier of: obeaining Juftification by the Righ-
teoufnefsof Chirifts fome taking one Way,
and fome another 5 and it is no eafy Mat-
ter-to reconcile, and accomihoglate them:
But-as' long as. they hold this Foundation,
that nione tarr be accepted of God, bue -
only through the Merits and Righteouf-
fiefs of Jefus Chrift’; though fome may
build' Hay or Stubble upon this Founda-
tion, they may be fafe, though they fuf-
fer Lofs in their Superftru&ure. Only fo
mé, that feems the beft and fafeft Way
which makes moft for the Honour of our-
Lord Chrift 5 for we cannot eafily err in
afcribing too much unto him, who is the
Author of  our Salvation : And therefore
certdinly; to make the Merits and Righ-
toufnefs of Jefus Chrift the very Matter
of our Juftification, and the Imputation
of them to us the formal Caufe of it, feems
more honourable ‘to him, and, I think,
thore confonant unto Scriptute, than only
to make it a remote procatartical Caufe,
moving God to accept of our Faith and:
Obedience;as our Righteoufnefs, and thete-
?pon to juflify us.- - C

Enurthl,
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. Fiperthly, The Do&tine of -San&ifica-
tion, and of the abfolute Neceflity of 2
thorough- Change and Renovatien of our

- Natures; is a fundamental Truth, without
the acknowledging of which, weicah ne-
ver be faved : ForourSaviour hath told
us, Jobn 3. 6. Exdept. a. Man be born ngain
of Water, and of the Spirst, be cannot enter
into she Kingdom of God. :And certainly,
if our undergoing fuch a thorough and
univerfal Change- .be of fuch abfolate
Neceflity, the knowing and believin  ~
it muoft needs be 5 for if we believe it
neceflary, we fhall never be engaged |
tily to endeavour it. - And therefore

. Fifthly, The Do&ting-of our Fall;
Knowledge of our loft Eftate and Cc
tion, is of indifpenfable Neceflity to

, nal Salvation. Our Saviour tells us,
be came to feck and.to feve thofe thet are
Luke 19, 10. And unlefs we are confc
of our Sin, and Mifery by reafon of
that we ftand forfeited to the Divin
ftice, liable to his fevereft Wrath, ¢
fed to all the dreadful Cutfes of the]
we (hall tiever fubmit to the Methods of
our Phyfician, when we are not f{enfible
af our Difeafe. . : :

. Sixthly, The Do@rines of the Refur«
reGtion, Judgment to come, Heaven and |
Hell, and eternal Rewards approportioned |

o , ta
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to our prefent Works ; thefe are fanda-
mental Articles, and of abfolute Neceffity
to be believed : For he that fhall deny
thefe, deftroys all Hopes and Fears, and
tarns himfelf loofe to follow his own
Lufts, without any Check or Controul,
He cannot be in a Poffibility of Salvation,

~ that believeth none; that expe@s no-

thing at God's Hands, whether Rewards
or Punifhments. For fuch a damnable
Doétrine as this, will neceflarily engage
him in a wicked and profligate Life. It
is impoffible in this our corrupt Eftace,
wherein we are fo naturally prone to Sin,
it is impoffible that Men thould be holy

s. Befides, ‘it plucks up all Religion

‘he very Roots; and the whole Do-

13y

1¢ of Chrift falls to the Ground,if the .

Immortality of the Soul, futare Judg-
ment, and eternal Rewards, be once de~
nied : For both our Religion, and all
Religions in the World, are founded up-
on thefe Principles. Thus you fee fome
of thole fundamental Truths, that are ne-
eeflary to Salvation : And therefore, tho®
Herefy look not {o fowl and ugly, as fome
vile and fcandalous Impieties in Life and
Prattice, and we are apt to have good
Opinions of Men whatfoever they hold
if fo be we fee them juft and honeft in
their Dealings, fober and ;cmperateh in

’ their
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their Converfe ; though we think it ne
great Matter what their Notions and Te-
nets be, {o long as their Lives are blame-
lefs and inoffenfive ; yet believe-it, Here-
fy is altogether as damnable as Profane-
nefs ; thofe Poifons are as deadly that
work upon the Head, as thofe that work
upon the Heart ; and we aught as much,
to thun an Heretick, and to refufe Con-
verfe with him, as a wicked Monfter 5 as
we ought to fhun a Murderer, a Thief, a
Drunkard, an unclean Senfualift, or the
. vileft Sinner that can be named. Yes,
and rather more, inafmuch as there is
- more Danger of being corrupted by the
fair Speeches of erroneous Perfons, than
there is of being inticed by the lewd and
hateful A&ions of notorious and debauch-
ed Wretches. And therefore St. Fobn
gﬁes us this Commaad in his 2d Epittle,
-¥er. 10. If there come any unto you, and bring
wob this Dolrine, receive bins not into your
Houfe, nor bid bim God. fpeed : For he that
biddeth him God fpeed, is Partaker of bis evil
Deeds. And thus much for Dotrinal
Principles. But then, ' '

Secondly, There are Pra&ical Principles,
of Truth, whofe immediate Influence is
only to guide the Life and Converfation,
Many f{uch there are, which I fhall only

B - reckon
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reckon to you in the Heap : That the
Word of God is the belt Rule of Life :
Godlinefs is the greateft Gain: Sin the
worft of Evils : God in Chrift the chiefeft
Good: An holy Life the fecurelt and
fweeteft: That we ought to look only to
Duty, and leave Suceefles to God : The
beft Peace, is Peace of Conftience : Self-
Denial is the greateft Self-Intereft : That
- we ought'to chufe the greateft AfliGtion,
rather than to commit the leaft Siti : That
what{oever we lay out, or lofe for Chrift,
fhall be repaid us with abundant Ufe and
Advantage. Thefe, and many other fuch
like, are Practical Truths 5 which unlefs
we are fully perfwaded and convinced of
in our own Confciences, will never be
able to influence and govern our Lives
and A&ions. And unlefs we live accord-
ing to fuch Rules as thefe are, it is utterk
impofiible that ever we thould be faved.
And thus I have thewed you, what are
the Principles-of Truth which accompany
Salvation. '

' The Second Enquiry was, How we fhialt
know whether thefe Principles, both
Do&rinal and Pratical, are imbraced by
us in fuch a Way, as may give us good
Hopes that we are in a State of Salvation.
Indeed, it is not enough mergly to btltlo;y

. . thefe
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thefe Things, or to beligve that they are
great'and precious Truths : For there dre

- not many who have lived long under
the Difpenfation of the Gofpel, but havée
gotten a Notion of thefe Things, and theit
very Reafon forceth them to fubfcribe to
the Truth of them; but yet we fee that
Multitudes even of thefe are profane and
impious, and fuch ungodly Perfons, that
as the Plalmift {peaks, Salvation is far from
thens. - Therefore I anfwer,

1/2. Then thefe Principles are Things
accompanying Salvation, when they are
Jeading Principles: When a Man fails
by this Compafs, and {teers his Courfe ac-

- cording to them : When they lie not float-

- ing and {fwimming in the Brain, but foak
and fink into the Heart, and influence the
Life. :

2dly. When they are determining and
conquering Principles : VWhen Chiift and
our Intereft come into Campetition, then
fee what thou art determined by. A cars
nal Man may difcourfe by Scripture-Prin-
ciples ; but when a Time of Tifal and
Temptation comes, and he and Chrift
mult part, or he and the World muft
part, he then determines his Choice by
worldly Principles ; and whatever he had
fpeculatively talked before of preferritﬁg

N ¢
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all worldly Enjoyments, yet now he chu-

feth Sin rather than AfliGion. - -

3dly. When they are quicting Princi-
ples : VWhen they have determined :your
Choice, and then can fatisfy and quiet
your Minds; then are they faving.. It
may be, that fometimes Confcience hath
well determined, -and doth fway a Man to
a good Choice 3 but yet he is angry with
it, and could curfe his Confcience for be-

ing fo.tender, and forcing him to forego -

his earthly Interefts. , ’

- 4thly. When they are fixed Principles,
not only in the Aflent of the Judgment,
but in. the Confent of the Will : ‘VWhen
they become habitual to us, and grow up
m us as another Nature : That as the great
natural Principle of all our nataral Attions
is Self-prefervation ; fo the great {wayin
Principle of all our Aions, is likewife
thefe holy Maxims 'which naturally lead
us to. the Prefervation of that which is our
deareft Self, even our precious Souils, and
their eternat Interefts and Concerns.

- Thus we have (hown you the firft Sore
of Things which accompany Salvation,
viz. The Principles:of Belief, both Dotri-
ml and Praicad:: As-likewife, what is

ro nccefﬁrily :

-~
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 heceflinily réquited to make thef® Princic ..

- ples faving: el e

Let us now proceed to the Second gene:

ral Head.y "To confider. thofe Impreffions .

that ;muft; be. wropght upon thé Heart;

Will, and Affections. And berein thall

(as before)’ malke thefe two Enquiries: =

Firft, Whit thefe Impreflions aré that

accompany Salvation. Apd, -:.. .. ..

. Secondly, What. aié the Evidences by
Wwhich, we know them to be faving.

- Farft, "What thefe Impreflions ar€. To,

* this L'an{Wer il the Generil : They aré
thofe Habits of true and Divine Grace -,
fufed into the Wil} and Affeftions, by thé
Power of the Holy.Spirit, whereby they

. are wholly renewed, and of Earthly and
- Senfual, me Heavenly and Spiritual.
They doigdeed comprehend all the Lineéa-
memnts and Featares . of the Image of God =
So that, when .we fpeak of the Graces.of
Faith, Love, Hope, Patiénce, Humility,
Self-denial, & thefe are thofe: Impref:
fions and Habits, wrought in the Heart,
that accompany Salvation ; add thé whole
Syftem and Complexion of them taken
together, js that which the Scripture calls,
she new Man, the wew Credture, thé In%inf .

3
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" Firfl; As Preparations unto it.
Secondl 7, As Parts of it.

Hr]i As Preparat:ons to it. For as God-

lath Prepared an Inheritance of Glory
for tis hereaftér, {o by Grace he preparés
‘us for that Inheritance : And therefore the
Apome Colof: 1. x2.! Gves Thanks to G;d

M nie
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who hath made wr wweet 30 be Partakers of the
 Inberitance with the Saints in Light. And
this Meetnefs is twofold : ' o

" 1. In the Nature of the Thing: Holi-
ne(s is napyrally required unto eternal
Happinefs.. As all the Goodlinefs of Fruits
~ and Flawers mutt. firft, (pring from fome
feminal Vistues. fo. Glory - {prings from
Grace, Salvation from Converfion, as the
Flower frony the Seed. Whence the Pfal-
milk exprefleth it, Light is fows for tﬁ,eﬁigb'
seour, awd Gladuefv: for, the Upright in Heart,
Pfdl,97.11.. And as naturally as 2 fmall
Se¢d,whenyit is received into good Ground,
and watered with.the Dew, and refreth-
ing Showers  of ; Heaven f{prouts yp, .and
fpreads it felf, into the Beapfics of 2
Flower ; fo this.Seed, of Grace, when it
is watered with the Dew of Heaven, and
call'd forth by the quickening Influences
of the Spirit of God, begins to bud forth,
{preads its Branches, and will at laft dif-
play all its Glories when it-is perfe@ and
confummate in Heaven. And, .
2dly. By the Divine Appointmert.
God hath by his Promifes intail'd Hap-
inefs and Salvation upon the Graces.and
olinefs of his Saints : It is a Reward
due unto them by Vertue of his Promife
and Covenant. So that they are mect g
Y . .

N L
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be Partakers of this Inheritance, not oiﬂy‘

becanfe Grace doth -naturally tend to
Glory, ds naturally as the Dawning of
the Morn : tends to a Noon-day Bright-
nefs; but becaufealfo it is a meet ard jult
Thing with God to ‘recompence unto
them Joy and Refrefhing, and everlafting

Peace and Blifs, having obliged himfelf.

foto do by the Tenour of his unalterable
Word of Promife. - :

‘And as- Holinefs is thus preparatoty to

Salvation, fo,’

‘Secondly, 1t is Part of Salvation. Itis
Happine(s in this Vale of Mifery it is
Heaven®on this fide Heaven. Grace dand:
Glory differ not in Nature, but only in

. Grace is Glory begun ; and
Glory is but Grace elevated to its Achme
andPerfeGtion. St. Fobr, in hisFirft Epi-
ftle, Chap. 3. Ver. 2. tells us, that all we
an kaow of the State of Glory, is, #huat

we fhall be like God. It doth not yet appear

what we fball be 5 but we know, that when ke
Jidll appear, we fhall be like bim, for we fhall
Jee bim as be is. And this Refemblance
unto God, the Saints do here‘in fome

mealure bear upon them. * There are fome -

Stritures, fome Lineaments and Propor-
tions of their Father’s Imige, drawn upon
them : And as the clear and imme~

M2 i diate
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diate Vifion of God in Heaven is'a tranfo’
forming; Vifion, where by the bright Re-
flexions of God’s Purity and Holinefs.
caft upon. the Blefed, they.are made per-:
feCy holy, and therefore blefied 5 fo here;
on Earth, thofe more obfcure and glim-
mering Difcoveries that God vouchfafeth:
of himfelf, when he pafieth before them
in his Ordinances, though they fee him:

but darkly through a even thiy
Sight of God is alfc ing, -and
changeth the Soul i :nefs and

Image of God, as tne Apottie {peaks,
2 Cor. 3. 18. We beholding as in a'Glafs the
Glory of the Lord, are. changed into thé famd
Image from Glory ta Glory, as by the Spirit
of the Lord, So that you fee there is very:
little Difference between our prefent State
of Grace, and our future State of Glery,
butonly in Degrees and Meafures. St.!

{péaks of it as-the Glory of Heaven, the
we fhall fee God. St. Panl tells us, that we
do now fee him, though more dimly and ob-
Jenrely. . St. Jobn tells us, that the Glory of
Heaven confifts not only in fecing God, but in
being made like anto bim. St. Paul, that the
Sight of the Glory of God doth now ti-ansform
w5, and make us like unto bim, for we are
changed into the fame Image from Glory to
Glory 5 i.e. from one Degree of Grace to
another. Thus I have fhewn you !lxo;y
: : thefc
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thefe Impreffions and Habits do accom-
pany Salvation, both as they arc Prepa-
ritions unto it, and Parts of it. '
~ And now, though this be moft true in
the general, concerning all the Graces of
God’s Spirit, that they do thus naturally
and neceffarily accompany Salvation ; yet
give me Leave to fingle out fome few of
the more choice and eminent Ones, upon
which the Scripture feems to fet a pecu-
liar Remark. For though all the Graces
of the Holy Ghoft are alike neceflary to
Salvation, yet they are not all alike emi-
nent and confpicuous.” Now with divers
of thefe, that moft excellent Sermon of
our Saviour upon the Mount' will furnith
8. Therefore, o ’

16§

- Firff, Inward Heart-Holine(s is a gra-
tious Difpofition of Soul that doth ac- -

émpany Salvation : So we have it,
Math. 5. 8. Bleffed are the pure in Heart,
Jor they hall fee God. - Now as all Holinefs
fignifies nothing elfe but a Separation
from profane Ules, to the Service of God$

fo this Holinefs of - the Heart, it is the .
Alienation ‘and Separation of it from Sin, ..

i0* the” Service of God., The Apoftle, *

2Cor.'7. ¢ "diftinguifheth Sins into two,

Sorts ; There are Filthinefles of the Fleth,.
ind {ach are thofe wherein the Body.is

¢ngased s “as' Drunkennefy; Riot, Unclean-

Loslia M % nefs‘

\
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nefs, Murder, Oaths, and Blafphemies, e,
which require the Service of the Body ag

‘the Inftrument to perpetrate them: A

there are other Filthineffes of, the Spirit,
atid thofe are more refined and invifible,

though not lefs pernicious and damnable
Sins 5 and fuch are, wicked Thoughtss ewil
Concupifcences and Defires, Atheifm, {ia-
belief, Hypocrify, and the like. The fog~
mer Sort are the Sins of lewd and profli-
gate Wretches ; thefe latter, are.the Simg
in which formal Hypocrites; and all thofe
who are devoid of the Power and Life of
true Godlinefs, may indulge themfelves,
though they carry a fair Shew and Out-
fide to the World. Now examine your
felves 5 of which Kind is your Holinefs
and Sancity ! Do you content your felves -
that you are pure and clean from the
grofs and fcandalous A&s of - Sin ; that

- you are no Drunkards, nor Swearers, nor

Adulterers, nor Murderers, nor Thieves,
nor Extortioners 2 It were to be with'd
that more could fay, they have waih'd
their Hands in Innocency from thefe Wic-
kednefies. But do you reft in this only,
and look no farther than that yourLives,
and outward Demeanour, be fair and in-
offenfive ; when all the while thefe, and
many other Swarms of Lufts crowd thick
about your Heart, and clyfter there2
' T Though
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every Thought and Motion. of ;thy Sout
were written on thy Forehead, he hath
fentenced thee.that thou fhalt never feg
him. It may be thou dareft net out
wardly commit thofe Wickednefles which
thy Heart prompts thee to, for fear of
Punifbment, or-$hame ; -but God hath no
Intereft at a}l jn thefeReftraints. If thow
feared(t him, thou wouldft no mare  har
bour any Abomination in thy, Heast, tham
thou wouldft vifibly a& it in thy. Life ¢
for God fees every Fluthing of . thy
Thoughts, and of .thy: Defires, as cleasly
as he doth the moft publick and. confpigu-
ous A&ions of thy. Life.. It is nat there.
fore for his Sake, that thou art net, noto-
rioufly and infampufly wicked,. .but.for
thine own. . Thou compoundeft. between

* thy Reputation, and the Temptation. To

fatisfy thy Credit, thou dareft not com-
mit the Sin 5 and yet to fatisfy the Devil, -
thou wilt inwardly harbour and cherith

~it. And believe it,. be is well enough con-

tent that thou fhould{tithus compremife,
knowing that fuch Repercuflives, will ne-
ver cuye the Difeafe, hut only drive it to
the. Heart 5 and, fotb;;{w; may; rule that,
will Jet thy Credit, or $afety, rule thy Life.
But.now, a true Chriftian, refts net. gons
tented with this exterpal SanQification 4
not that he hath beaten Sin: witbin-its

. A "~ Trenches ;

]
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Trenches ;; ot :that- he lays ticl,ofcﬁi&c
to it, and keeps it from foraging Abrqad
But he efpecially labours with his Heart,
knowing that it is byt in vain-teJade.one
the Streams, ualefs he can withpl dry-up, -
theFauntajn. /And if he fecs.but the lealt
ssirring,of an evjl Fhought, rlie lealt Brea-
thing of any-.finful Defire, be :prefently
eadeayours: to fapprefs is, kaowing that
if-be can but keep; his Heart pues;;: his Lifel
will be pure by. Canfaquence. - :And this
iaward Purity is.thac which js:ap ipfallid
wg:oneomitam' of -Salvation, Indeed, .
be cannot altogether keep himfelf from
the Mutinies and Rebellions of his corrupts
Part 5 his Thoughts -and his Affetiens
will (iometimes make an Infurre@ion, and
buzz firange Things to him and fome-
times alfo the Devil cafts in a fiery Dart,
fome black and hideous Suggeftion, and
that - old Serpent feems audibly to hifs
within him. But then, B

e

Kirf}, It is the Grief and Angui(h of his
Soul when it is thas with bim : He could
even fhake off his very Being. and run
away from bhimfelf, to be freed from
them. . . RS Ceo
Secowdly, He labours to the very. ut-
moft of his Power to quell thefe rebelli-
ous Motions: He commands his Thoughts -

T never
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never again to propofe fiich Matters to
him, turns away
‘Bearkning to their
other Commanders
tious and mutinot
bufies- ¢hem about
ment. Wheres
wicked Man divert
felf . with all the
his impure Thougl
in his Ima
Luft to a& its Part,
. them 5 and when'h
bimfelf in the Secr
that he can be 3!
can behold him, :
own Lufls, and othe
out ever -confiderir
Eye of God is upo:
who will draw the
Scene, and openly
Sins to everlafting
That’s the Firft Thi
Secondly, Poverty
Grace that accomp:
thew 5. 3 r
theirs is o
what a ricn roruor
heritanee is this for o
- poor ! There isindeed a Spiritusl Poverty,
whichis far from having a Bleffing agi}
S ) nex

1
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nexed €0 it 5 fuch was that of the Church

of Laodives, Revia: v7. And

that thow art

poor, and:blind, andinaked. T'° - iritual

Paverty is always joimed with

and Prefumption, and thofe

indigent and neceflitous, uiually flatcer
'with proud Conceits of their

Fulnefs and Abundance.. But

Poverty ofiSpirit,. s th

a-Man is convinced ‘of his Wants,' and

- mourns ‘under them, fees his

tinefs and Vilenefs, amd :loat

for it. > And therefore

nounceth himfelf in all that:is

yirtuous and .commendable in

daily : prays that. his own

may not damn him. . He

7L

Performance, but abjures the Merit of .

‘Works. He trufts not to his Duties,

dares not neglet them. . He' knows
tney .are but as broken Reeds; and that
therefore,  though: he-muft - walk - with
them in his Hand to point him out the
Way unto Heaven, yet he muft not lean
ppon them. He is continually in Want,
and ftill complaining and craving. He
fees nothing in himfelf but Wants; want

of Wifdom, want of Grace, want of

Holinefs, want of Comfort and” Affu-
rance. Ever fince the ftrong Man was

-

calt
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cil: out; and his Goads fpoiled, he hath:
lived: in-great Want and “Meceffity :-And
therefose-is 2 molt ‘eonftant and impor-
tinate Beggar at cthe Threne of Grace for
and makes: out'‘to.:the Fulnefy

of - Jefus Chrift, as his

3~ and whatfoever he finds

.in . himfelf, eth it Home'

‘ah’ appropri "*  fromv him.'

lent Grace, that: puts
upen:God’s Mercy  afcribing n
it f&lf, :but its own Failingd 3 'and is-—
-hgenuous, -and -obliging Grace::
" wins Favour in the Sight of God,
and he:will certainly crown it at the laft
. with -Glory. . This, above all othérs;-
hath learnt the true At of ingratiatimg
it {elf with .God 5., while thofe who:are
{piritually proud, and haughtv. and feif =
confid¢nt, are like your great
high, . but bdrren, they are 1wouen nup.
with: their own Arrogance, but. are ufw-<
ally -empty of- every Thing - but.  onlv
Noife-and Tumour, s -

Thirdly, A mourning Frame of 'Spirie
is another Difpofition;: that accompanies:
Salvation... Matth, °s. 4. Bleffed are they!
that sonrn. for they fball be comforted. - An:
holy. Mourning for our own Sins, and
for the Sins of others. .~ . - ...
e 1ff. Fas




< Of. Sabvation.
s For our ownoSins. ‘Andrthib 9
E:-car Part _of ‘Repentance; withodt
'whtc
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Remiflion: can be granted, and

therefore no Salvation obtdirfd. ‘-1t is
“trné; rRepentahice i is no Satnsfa&nbmto the
Juftide of  God 4 . we: cannot ‘weep out
fabres out . of : Debn ‘Weré' dur: Heads
Emwlm: Tears; 'and coufdrour Eyds
ivers of Water, - yet: il cthefe

canldz hOt ‘wafly -away . the. Guift o Steim
:cndy .the: leafk- Sin that evér -we comy
But yet:without this; the Safis:

fattion. that Chn[’t Jefus hath mdde can
n¢verrbe applied to us. - For ‘his Blood
tomes.flowing fo us only upon-a Stteam
“of opr Bwn Teais :' And 'that Soul that

can tHus melt: down beforeitherLord i

i boly, dngenuous Mourning;and godty
Sorgow,; may with comfortable Evidence
ooncludeé, That as he hath bathed him-
fdfin-his own Tears, {o God hath fprink-
led - hird with the Blood of Chrift, Whl‘th
a1onc cantake away Sin. And,: -

- ddlp. 1A Spirit of Moummg for the
Sms’ df «athers, the Sins of the Times and
Piaces-in-which we live. For as our own

Sins diexupon us 'till we humble our Souls'

befare’ God 5 - (o the Guilt of other: Mets
Snawill :likcmnfe be fmputed unto us; and
thie: Wrath which:is due to thém may: fall

upom'm,—smgoﬁaﬁre lament them before -

God,
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God; hndwﬁlfy’by‘ouv Sotrowfdrthem,
that.. ;We gave not our:Gonﬁmtvto*them;
This is another gracxous lmpreﬂion that
accompahy Salvatiof.: .
- Foarthly,Anotheris ameck andtpat:em
Spirit:- Math. 5. 5. Bleffed are the Meek,,
for they. fhall mber:t the Earth. - Where
the Promife 1 {uppofc doth not.only re-
_ fer to Temporal Bleffings, tho’ they on
are exprefs'd, but is to be carried higher,
. wato the - heavenly - Inheritance. - Now.
thsMed(mfs is a Froit-of holy Mourn-
. He that deeply himbles: himfelf
for hisi:$ins befere iGod, will not ‘be
much - exafperated by the Offeiices of
othefs agaimft him. If God hath forgivén
- him Ter Thoxfand Takents, he will: not
think ‘it any great. Matter to forgive his
Brother « few "Pence.  Nothing makes a
Man fo untraftable and rugged, ‘as Sin
thatlies uponthe Confcience unrepented §
and therefore unpardoned : And theve-
fore we find that Dsvid was never fo
cruel,as when he had for fome Time lain
under the Guilt of his two foul Sins.
‘Then he puts the Ammonites snder Saws,
and Harvows, and Axes of Iron; and veskes
thewe pafi through the ‘Brick-kilss, ‘A fear-
ful and fad Havock ! Some he burnt,
and fome he awed, and fome he take in
Pieces, which was a ftrange Executiog:‘i
‘ an
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vatzpr.
Fifihly, An holy Hungtmg and Tharﬂ”.
ing after Grace 5 Mutth. 5. 6. Bleffed are
. they that do bunger, and tlmﬁ aﬂer Righte-
oufnefs, for they fball be filled : When we do
earneftly defire both the Righteoufnefs of
Chrift’s Merits to juftify us, and the Righ-
teoufnefs of his Spirit to fan@ify us. .
Wh;ch vehement - Appetite will asife in
us, if .we have but a deep and due Senfe
of our Want of Chrift, and:our Wang
of .Graee.. And certainly the infinite
Mg:cy of God will not fuffer him. to re-

fufe
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fii(¢ the Breathings of an Heart fgat thus
amorotilly pants after him 5 buthe will,
according: to his Promife, fT the Hun
with good wiﬁg:,‘ when' as for the Rif'z
and the full, thofe that are full' of Self
and folf of Pride;’ be will fend them empty
andy; ' Again, - o

" Sixthly’ A merciful Frame of  Spirit,

Verfecy. ‘Blelfed' are 'the Mercifil, " for they
Poill vbrdin Mercy : \When we are mercifal
both ‘to_the Souls and Bodies of others,
fhewing our prore and ready Charity
both in inftru&ting the one, and felieving
-and Yapplying the other. ' Agaih,
" Seventhly, %n holy ‘Awe and Dread of
God,"is'another Gracé: that accompatiies

. Lalvation.  This poffibly is Tookd upon
by fome now a-days as a mean ‘Grace,
unworthy of that near Relation we ftand
ih to'God, and that Frecdom we may ufe

- towards him. Bug yet the Scripture doth
lay -fo much Emphafis upon this; thatit
often ‘fets forth the -whole Work' of
Grace' upon the Soul by- fedrihg of
God: RV
- Eighthly, So alfoLove to God; Love to
‘his People, ' Love to his Ways and Ordi-
‘nances, and whatfoever bears the Stamg
of his Holinefs printed upon it.” "Thele,
"and ‘many more, are fuch holy Tatprel:
fions' upon the Heart, that wherefobvet
“iae 4 v ! thcy
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they are truly to be found, they are moft
certain Evidénces of a State of Salvation,
and do always infallibly accompany it.

Thus much for the firlt Enquiry.
 The . Second Enquiry is, 1If I find any
fuch like Impreffiotis upon my Heart, as
thefe are, how fhall I certainly know
whether they are fuch as accompany Sal-
vation, For there is abundance of coun-
terfeit Grace dbroad in the World 5 how
then fhall we difcover what is true and
genuine, from what is falfe and {puriouns?
anf{wer, \ : o L
1% Thefe Impreffions are then Saving
when they are Social 5 when they ac-
' company one another, then do they like-
wife atcompany Satvation. Many pof-
fibly will pretend to high Raptures, and
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fome kind of Ecftatick Efforts of their’

Love to God : . Manty will boaft much
of their overflowin d]oys,‘ that their
Souls are even diﬁenge | wish Comforts,
and as full of Peace and. Satisfaion as
they can hold ¢ Many may poffibly be
as confident of their Ele&tion, as if God
-had uncla(p'd the Book of Life to them,
turn’'d “ them to the very Page and Line,
dnd thewed them -their Names written
there from all Etemitz;3 But if -you
would not be deluded, be fure ‘you Jook
how thefe Things: are accompatiied i

N you.
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you. If ever your Love caft out an
holy and filial Fear of God ; or your
Confidence and Rejoycing fupplant an

holy Trembling before him ; if your Af-
furance fcorn Poverty of Spirit, Meek-

-nefs and an holy Mourning, as too mean

and poor Affcoiates 5 if your Faith re-
je& good Works, as too legal 5 or your
Works fuperfede Faith as unneceffary :
Believe it, thefe are not Things that ac-
company Salvation in you ; but they
are glaring Delufions of the Devil, who
hath transformed himfelf into an Angel

_of Light, to impofe falfe Hopes and de-

ceitful Confidences upon you, When
they are feparated one from another,
they are feparated from Salvation.

2dly. They are then Saving when they
are grown as it were natural to ns, and
make up a Frame of Spirit. That Man
cannot fafely conclude, that he is in a

~ State of Salvation, who only now and

then feels fome violent Impulfes, and
aflionate Motions towards that which is
oly : For Men may hurty apace at firft
fetting out, but then they quickly tire.

But where Grace is true and genuine,

there it is ordinarily digefted and turned
into our very Natures (o that it will in
fome fort be as natural to us to ferve
and pleafe God, as ever formerly it was

too
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too natural to us to fin againft and pro-

voke him. - Indeed, the very beft are fub-
j& to-much Inftabjlity. Many Times it
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is with therfi as with the Sea, the higheft . -

1ave the lowelt Ebbs. Some-
wls age like the Chariots of
1id aaon, they drive on
. then they are fenfible of
ents, Fluxes.apd Changes,
y cannot find that Vivacity
s of Spirit, that fometimes
orth.in the Performance of
mourn under their prefent
Dulnels ~ Stwpidity, and endeavour
- again  to,, Jecover: their former Excel-

:3dly, VWhere thefe- Impreflions. are
Saving, they are thriving and improving.
. The \Light. of the Righteaus is as the Dawn
. Wat. waxeth brighter and brighter unto the
prfed Day.  Declining Chriftians have
great Reafon to fufpect themfelves 5 and
if they quickly repent not,.and recover
hemfelves to their priftine State, and do
their fir® VWorks with their firlt Zeal and
Alacrity, they may fadly fufpet that
their Graces are ot true 5 for Growtb in
Grace is the beft Evidence of Truth of
. Grace. Indeed, in young Converts there
+ may be a great deal of Heat and Fervour,
‘Which afterwards when they are - more
| N 2 eftablifh’'d
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eftablifi’d Chriftians may sbate ; and’
they' may think this a .Deeay -#n their
Graces, when indeed it is not.  For we-
muft dittinguith bétweeén a paffionzteibove:
of God, and a fedate, feréne Love of
God. -Our Paffions do in our firft Con-
ver{ation mingle more with our-Graces;:
than afterwards. And then wé arelikea

Totrent, very fwift and rapid; bue nei-
ther fo deep nor:ftrong. And’as ‘little
Brooks and Torrénts, though they yuw:
very- fiercely, yet they ftop and pirle;
and- murmur at:-every {mall Pebble that'
lies in their Way ;- but great Rivers that
feem to ‘move with' a: {low ‘and' grave
Pace, yet they bear down all Mounds -
and Dams, and- whatfoever!is in:their
Way to oppofe :their Paflage: So is i
here, grave and fettled Chriftians may
feem to move more flowly, without any
Noife or Tumult, but they have a great.
De’tp;h and Stréngth i them, and are able
to bear down before them thofe Temp-
tations and Oppofitions, at which young
Novices that are more fierce and noify,
are foreed to {top, complain, arid nurmur.
And we muft eftimate the Growth 6f our

_ Graces, not only, nor indeéd fo much
by the Violence of is Efforts, a8 its Pre-

. valency and Effetualnefs, which proceeds
from its being more radicat and habitual
in-us. co T We
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We haw thos d:fpaach’d the two
ft general Heads:. The Third re-
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‘mains to be yet. conﬁdered and that fs, .

~a regular Obedience in the “whole ‘Courfe
of our Lives and Converfations. The
Courfe of a Man's Life and A&ions; is
often in’ Scripture .(3id to be his Way -
And - certainly fuch different Ends as
Heaven and Hell, cannot but have as
different Ways to lead' to them.  That
there is a peculiar Way of Salvation the
-wery Devil acknowledgeth, 4%s 16. 17.
where the Pythomefs, or poflefled Damfel,
ed after Pawul, and the Difciples, Tbe/é
u are the Servants of the moft high God,
which fhew unto ws the Way of Salmtwn.
- Now here let us: mqun'e,

Firft, What this VVay is.

Secoirdly, How it may be known whe-

ther ws walk ina Savmg Way, or no.

| ‘{f What thns Way of' Salvation is.
‘I anfwer, The:Sripture hath given us
many Charatters and Defcriptions of it.
Aﬂd as thofe who dire& us in a Road
which we. have hot- travelled, "tell us
what Marks we fhall find in‘it 5 fo the
Spirit of God hath fet down in hisWord
many Qbfervable ‘Marks that we fhall
N 3 meet
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meet with in this Viz Regia, the High-
way that leads to the New Ferafalem, the
City: of the Living God. I fhall only
indigitate fome of the moft eminent.and

confpicuous. ' '

1ff. It is a Way.'of Holinefs ; Ifaich

35+ 8. And an High-way fball be there, and

a Way, and it fball be called the Way of
Holinefs 3 the Onclean [hall not. pg!} over
st. This Way, though it be full of

Briars and Thorns, and thofe that pafs

through it muft expe to encounter with

- mauny-fharp Tribulations which will pierce

them to the Quick, and draw Tears
from their Eyes, and Blood from their

‘Heargs g yet it is'a ‘Way that' hath no

Mire, nor Filth in it, a clean Way wholly
feparated from the Defilements and Pol-
lutions of the World. Holinefs is the
proper Badge and Cognizatice of  all
thofe that are in a -State of Salvation.
The Sentence is irreverfibly pafs'd, That
without Holine[s no Man fball fee the Lord.
Sin, * andt the  Curfe, are infeparably
link’d together ; fo that he who leads a
wicked, impure Life, muft needs be a

-miferable, damned Wretch, though God
* fhould not put forth his Almighty Power

to deftroy him :* His:very Guilt would
be his Hell 5 and his Crime, his Punifth-
ment - As it woult! be'incanfiltent with

. o the



of Salvation.

the Juftice of God not to punith an in-
corrigible Sinner, fo it is inconfiftent in
the Nature of the Thing, that fuch an
one fhould be otherwife than miferable.
That habitual Pravity, which is rooted
and confirmed in him by many repeated
A&s :of Wickednefs, renders him as ne-
ceflarily ‘and as fatally wretched, as the
dreadful, but righteous Judgment of God.
Nor is it a Thing poffible in Nature that
fuch an one fhould efcape Hell, who car-
ries fo much, nay, the worft Part of it
about him ; Malice, Rancour, Enmity
-againft God and Goodnefs ; and expref-
feth in his A&ions, the fame Things that
are done in Hell it {elf. So, on the con-
trary,” an holy Life doth by a natural
Confequence infer Bleflednefs 3 fince it is
not only inconfiltent with the Righteouf-
ne(s and Veracity of God, but with the
Nature of the Thing, that thofe Ways
fhould not end in Salvation, that have
fo much .of Salvation in them 5 thas thofe
fhould not lead to Heaven, thatdrepre-
fent the .choicelt Excellencies and Perfe-
&ions of Heaven, wvix. Purity and Holi-
nefs, which indeed are more genuine and
noble Parts of. true Happinefs, than all
thofe additional Glories, which we ex-
peck befides. What is an holy Life, bue
# Life refembling the Life of God ; when

183
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we keep our-felves from all grofs and
fcandalous Sins, and indulge our felves
in none ; .but with the greateft Care and
Con{cience endeavour to regulate oug
Adions according to the Will of - God,
And certainly wherefoever this Purity iy
~ to be found, it s an infallible Compa-
nion of Salvation ; for God will never
condemn his own Likenefs ; his Jaftice
will never punifh his Holinefs : For it is
the Holinefs-of God that fhines forth in
the Converfation of a true Chriftian.
And thofe who thus live the Life of God
here on Earth, in their Graces thall have
this Life perpettated to them, and for
gver live with God in Glory. .
adly, It is a_firait and narrow Way s
Matth, 7. 14. Strait is the Gate, and narrow
is the Way which leadeth unto Life, and few
there be that find it. 1t is ftrongly fenced
in with the Aunthority of the Divine Law
and Commands ; fo that we cannot turn
afide either to the Right Hand or to the
Left, Ywithout committing a Trefpafs.
Indeed, the Pfalmift tells us, Pfal. 119. g6
That God's Commandments are excecd?ﬂg
- broad: How then is the Way of Salvation
thus ftrait and narrow ? I anfwer, They
are indeed exceeding broad, as to the
Comprehenfivenefs of their Obligation
_but yet exceeding narrow in refpeét of
LaRith g ! any"
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eny Latitude of Allowance or'Indulgence.:
They are ex
us our Duty,

18

they extend ... _.___.. 73 wr vy e

quepce, to every Aftion of our I
yed, to every Cogitation of our Hi
Bat they are exceeding narrow in-gj
usany Scope or Licence, any Permi

or Liberty, to walk. after our own D......
and Inclinations. Now, O. Chwifti
what Kind of Life is that which’
Jead :2. Is it a fri& and accurate Li
Life fhit up within the Compafs of
God’s Lawg ? Dare you not grant yous
felves thofe Allowances, which moft Mert
in the World ' take to themfelves ?  Thig
is an Evidence that you indeed: walk in
that Way) which leads to the heavenly
City, the Palice of the great King, when
your Path is shus enclofed, :and all that
you do circumfcribed, and bounded in by
the Will and Word of God,: Thus to
keep-our Eye upan our:Rule, and to di-
rect our Lives according to thefe Three
Maxims: T

Firft, That Thingg forbidded muft of

Neceffity be efchewed. - = =~

- 8ecandly, That Things commanded muft
pf Neceflity be performed, -+
. Thirdly, That Things neither forbidden
por commanded, may yet have their Cir-
AR | cumftances
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 cumftances fo determined, that cither we'
may be obliged to perform, or to efchew
them. When, 1 {ay, we dire& our Lives
and A&ions according to thefe Three
- Principles 5 doubtlefs we may conclude,

-that we are in the fafe and ftrait Wa
to Heaven ;' when we ate hedgd in fo
clofe on_ every Side that we dare not, we
cannot,. take that Scope and Liberty to

fly out and range, as too many do.

3dly. And becaufe it is foftraitand nar-
yow a Way, therefore is it fo unfre«
uented : }’m there are that find it, and
ewer that walk in it. Thou mayft al-
moft know it by the few Tra&s that are
to be fonnd in it. Indeed, a Chriftian’s
Life'is .a- fingular Life.: Not that he is
a Man of fingular and unufual"Motions;
or of fingular and affetted Phrafes and
Expreffions; or of fingwlar Form and
Mode of Religion. Thefe Things have
deluded many, and made them believe
- they are in the Way of Salvation, only
becaufe they chufe out By-Paths-of their
own to walk in: Whereas we know thag
Bats.and Owls, and all the impure Birds
of the Night, make their Solitary Flights
in Déferrs and Wilderneflfes.  But the
Singularity of a true Chriftian confilts
only in his exa& and critical Obedience :
He s the only Man that walks by ,Rﬁlc,'
: Sl L when
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when the reft of the World walk after
their. own Lufts : He differs from others,
only becaufe they differ from God: He
conforms not to the Cuftoms and Pra-
dices of Men, only in thofe Things
wherein they contradi& the Commands
of God : He affets no Way, merely be-
caufe it is folitary and untrodden ; bue
had rather, if it might be, go to Heaven,

18y

as David defired to go to the San&uary,

with a Multitude, than fingle and alone.

But yet becaufe the Way of Salvation.

is fo generally baulk’d, and few thereare
who can be per{fwaded to decline the broad
Way that feems all ftrewed with Rofes,
and tempts with all ‘the alluring Charms
that may bewitch the Senfes ; - therefore,
rather than perifth with them, he is forced
to forfake their Ways. . He dares not
be a Partaker of their Sins, left he par-
take of their Plagues 5 well knowing that
if he lie in the fame Wickednefls with
thereft of the World, he muft for ever

lie in the fame Torments with them.

Now, O Chriftians! confider your Ways:
Doft thon not fee what an “Univerfal
Sway and Empire Vice hath gotten in
the World ? Profanenefs and. Impiety
have overflowed :it, .and covered. the
whole Face of..it, as the Waters" cover
the Sea : ‘So that there is {carce. Room il;:ft

, or
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- . for Innoceney to seft the Sole of her
. Foot in. Through Swearing, and Lying,
and’ Killing, and Stealing, and commit-
ting Adultery, they: break forth until
Blood touchcth: Blood, How  many
Swinith Drunkards are there, wallowing
in their own Vomit.? . How many Gon-
tih Senfualifts are become brufith im
their filthy Lufts? How many Earth-
Worms are there crawling up and down
in the Muck of the World, and loading
‘themfelves with thick Clay ? Now, 15
your Way.the Way of thefe ungodly
Sinneérs ?  Can you drink with the Drun-

. kard, and blafpheme with the Swearer,
and lye and fteal; and commit all Man-
ner of Abominations and Filthinefs,

- which you fee Pattgrns and Examples of
Abroad ? Is this the Way of Salvation ?

~ Or while you accompany them in their
Wickednefs, can you think you have
thofe Things in you that accompany- Sal-
vation ? What, fhall all the World then
be faved, and no Diftin&ion made be-
tween him that feateth God, and him
that feareth him not ; between him that
{weareth, and him that feareth an Oath?
Muft Heaven then be laid open in com-
mon :for all Intruders ; 4nd nothing more
‘be required to have Right to that eter-
nal Inhgritance, but only confidently and

. pre-
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prefumptuoufly to hope for it ? Avefuch:

wicketl ‘and. impure : Wretchés likely to

be of - the Number of thofe few -that fhall.

eter. in:at the firaiw Gate 2 OF that lit-

tle Flock for whom the Kingdom is pre-.

pared 2 Never deceive your felvesy Sal-
vation is not-Attainable upon fuch Terms.

God will maintain: Heaven: againft you, .

as long as there is one Curfe to. difcharge
at'you: And believe it, while you live
as the moft live, lewdly, profanely, care-
lefly, in_the Prattice of known' Impie-
ties, and the Profecution of your Senfual
Bﬂé&'; you muft alfo perifh as the Moft
do, eternally and irremedilefly. o

‘4¢hly. The Way of Salvation, is a
Way of univerfal and unreferved. Obe-
dience. Indeed, under the firft Cove-
nant of Works, our perfe& legal Obe-
dience was required as the Condition of
the Continuance of that blefled. and
Mppy Eftate ; an Obedicnte abfSlutely
pevfelt both in Parts and Degrees, fully
extended to- the utmoft Latitude of
Gods Commands, and commenfurate
to the fartheft Bounds of Duty ;. -and
wound up to the greateft Intenfenefs of
Bwe #nd Delight ing it. . But
#we arefallen from ty of living
in this Confummate Obedience to the
Wilt of God 5 and therefore now undch:
: - 1 ) t
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the ‘Covenarit of Grdce, God requires.
from us Obedience, as.a neceflary .Con-,
comitant :of Salvation. not legally, ‘bat;
evangelically perfets which he is pleafed,
then to: account fuch, when we endea-,
vour to the utmoft to fulfil the whele:
Law, and to pleaft him in.all Things.,
If we. unfeignedly defire to fubmit our;
Souls ‘urito the Authority of Ged’s Com-
mands in -all Things,- without excepting.
or referving to our felves any trloved or-
darling Luft, this is fuch a Courle.of Life
as doth infalibly acconipany Salvation ;.
Andtho’ it be likewife accompanied .withi
many inevitable Failings and Infirmicies;.
yet ‘thefe thould only caufe us te walk
the more cautioufly. and mournfully, but
not de(pondently. - For fuch an unives:

~ fal Obédience as this, fhall not fail of its
Acceptation and Reward. Pfal. 119.6. Thew-
fball I'not be afhamed. when I bave Refpet.
wnto all thy Commandments. The whe}
Law is contained in Two Things; thg
Duties which immediately concern God,
and thole which immediately ecomcern
Men : And that Obedience which is- fa-
ving, will ‘equally refpet both. -Now
examine what is the Courfe of thy Life,
What is thy Religion towards Ged ? Is
not the moft that can be faid of thee,
Peaceablenefs, and good Neighbourhoad Ii
- 4 :
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Is it not the beft Chara&er. can be given
of thee, that thouart a .quiet, friendly
Man ? Or if thou haft taken up a {plen-
did Profeffion, and art frequent in the
Duties of God's Worthip, what is thy
Demeanour towards Men ? Art thou not
tarbulent, proud, heady, difohedient
and untrattable,unjuft and oppreflive;felf-
feeking, greedy and covetous ? If thoy
art defective either in the one or in the
other; and doft not to the utmoft en.
deavour to kegp.a good Confcience woid
of Offence both toward God, and soward
Men, 16t me tell thee, that all thou-glorieft
in, or-truftelt -unto, is.far fram hein
that true and genuine Obedience whic
God requires from thofe whom heintends
to fave. - If thou indulgelt thy felf in
the Negle&t of any one known Daty, or
in the Commiflion of any one known Sin,
nothingof all that thouhaft done is fuch
as. doth -accompany Salvation, -or  will
ever bring thee unto it. - For ke that thps
offends in ome Particular, though the Com-
mand be never {o contrary to his Humour,
Intereft and Inclination, ke is gailty.-of
all, James 2. 10, 11. U
5thly. The Way of Salvation isa Way
of Truth, Pfal. 119. 30. I have chofew
the Way of Trush. 1f8. Of Truth in Op-
_ pofition to Lying 5 Pfal 119. 29. Remove
Jrom me the Way of Lying. For into Nthe
. ew
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wall in 4o i
sheth 4 Lye,
Docé; ind
" bheforver Lover_ind
Weli 22, 15, 0 72T
h i Oppofition t6 Bxver;
ks very dreadfiflly ‘eons
‘hom God fhould give up
15, that they fbould believe «.
ight bé damned who believed
Thefl: 2. tr. 12. And,
uth’; 4n.Oppofition * to
nfincerity., Then is youar
Trath, " when you 'dire&®
. of -all'your Altions, fo
Jf God may- be ddvariced
1 you- do ther, tiot to be
‘d of Men, but to beé ac-
1d would ftill perfevére to
‘ho’all the Wotld' thould
emn it. This is the Way
f Salvation 5 whereas the
ly fo fat good, 4s others
e him'* He is only good
and though he accompa-
are going towards Salya-
tion, and his Duties ‘may feem to Kkeep
Pace with theirs, and his Life to be as
Rrictand exemplary as theirs ; yet believe
“§¢t, theirs {hall be rewarded, wlien his
fhall be exploded, as being performed
b oo ST iﬂ




| of Sakvation. v1'9;

in the Falfhood and Diffimulation of his
g:aart, and done rather to Men than to.

And thus I have thewn you what #his-
Way and this Life is that doth accompany
Salvation. [t is a Way of Holinefs, "
a ftrait  and narrow Way, a fingulae’
and uafrequented Way, a Way of uni--
ver{al and :unreferved Obedience, and a-
Way of Trath and. Uprightne(s ; which®
Wy, if it be ours, will infallibly -bring
us to the Pofleflion and Enjoyment of:
that ‘Happine(s and Glory that s laid up
for us in Heaven. .

The Second Inquiry was, How we may
know whethes we walk in this Saving
Way or no. And to this, all that I have
faid before in defcribing this Way, may-
well be recolleted as an.Anfwer: And’
therefore ‘1 fhall but add a VWord or
two more.

1f2. It is an Evidence that this Way
thall be faving to thee, when it is the
Way of thy Choice : Pfal. 119. 173. 1 =
have chofen thy Precepts. VWhen you take
not_up your Courfe of Life only by Imi-
tation, or Tradition, or upon Compulfion.
For many there are who may walk in a

: 0O right
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right Way, but not with a right Heart 3
and may ferve God, not for God's Sake,
but becaufe they fee that fuch and fach
Duties have been cuftomarily performed
io their Families, and by their Anceftors
Time out of Mind ; and fo they: keep up
the fame as a Relick of Aatiquity, rather
thap a Piece of Devotion 5 and bear the
Badge of their Chriftianity, only as they
do their Coat of Arms; ufe derived
down unto them by their Anceltors. -

2dly. When thou walkeft uniformly
in thy Obedience, then is thy Way and
Courfe of Life fuch as accompanies Sutvation.
When thou art not pious only by Fits -
and Starts 5 but keepeft an even and con-

ftant Tencor and Temper.
3dly. When thou walkeft forward ‘in
thefe Ways ; when thou from
_ Strength to Strength, ftill gaining Ground
towards Heaven, and. art nearer to Salva-
tion than when thou firft believed(t ; not
only in Time and Years, but in Fitnefs
and Difpofednefs for i€ : Prov. 4. 18. Tbe
Path of the Fuft is as the fhining Light, that
fbineth more and more umto the perfed Day :
While thou thus addeft to thy Faith, Vir-
tues toVirtue, Knowledge 5 to Knowledge, Tem-
rance, Patience 5 toPatience,

perance s toTe
Godlsnefs t:'g:dlineﬁ, Brotherly-kindnefs 5
, 1o

-



of Salvation. 195

to Brotherly-kindnefi, Charity : One Grace
unto another, and to all thy Graces far-
ther Meafures and Degrees of Perfettion,
thou mayft be well affured while thefe
arein thee, and abound, increafing with
all the Increafes of God, that he will add
Glagr to Glory for thy Reward, and that
an abundant Entrance thall be adminiftred
to you into the everlafting Kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chritt.

To whom, with the Father, &c.

02 | THE
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