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’ » The Second .
COMMANDMENT.
Zhou halt not make unto thee any gra=
n image, oz any likenels of any thing,
Which is in heaven abobe, o2 that'isin -
the carth beneath, 02 thatigin the wa-
~ter unoder the earth. Lhou fHalt not
botb down thy felf to them, no; fecbe
them: for I the Lo thy Godb am a
jealous God, vifiting the iniquity of the
tathers upon the childzen unto the thicd
and fourth gencration of them that Late
me: and (hewing mevcy unto thoufanss
of them that lobe me, and keep myp com=
manbments. " | IR

Dolatry is twofold ; either Spiritual and Internal, ref-
A ding in the Affections and Difpofition of the Soul; .
“which we are guilty of when we devote our fupream Love,
Fear, and Dependance unto apy created. Being, ‘which are
" due only unto the true and only God. And this Idola-
“try is forbidden in the firft Commandment, as we have al-
~ ready feen. o e v
- Or elfe it is more Grofs and External, confifting in a
- vifible Adoration of any ‘thing befides God ; who as he
challengeth the Affections of the Soul, {o requires alfo the
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I,

them to be worfhipped,

2n Erpolition upon

Homage and Reverence of our Bodies,in thofe Services which

we perform unto him. And this Idolatry is particularly

forbidden in this fecond Commandment, which I have no

read unto you. . :
- In which we have thefe thrce Parts:

Firf?, The Precept itfelf, which runs negatively, and is
branched forth into two feveral Prohibitions ; but both
tending to the fame end and effect : The one forbidding
Tmages to be made, Zhou fhalt not make to thee any graven
image, or any likenefS of ;? thing ; the other forbidding .

ou fhalt not bow down thy felf

Lefore them, mor ferve them.

Secondly, Here is added a fevere Comination againft,
thof¢ that fhall prefume to violate this Command, 7 the
Lord thy God am a jealous God, wvifiting the fins of the fa-
thers upon the children, unto the third and fourth generati-
on. - ' '

Thirdly, Here is likewife for the incouragement of Qbe--
dience, the addition of a gracious Promifc of, Shewing mer-

cy unto thoufands that love God, and keep his command-
ments. ’ ' o ’

I fhall begin with the Command, or Prohibition, which .
is twofold : Thou fhalt not make Images; Thou fhalt not
worfhip them. Not that the Carvers or Painters Art, but
only the Peoples Idolatry ; not the Ingenuity in making, -
but the Stupidity in worthipping thofe dumb Reprefentati-
ons, is here forbidden. The brazen Serpent in the Wil
dernefs, the Cherubims, and other Refemblances in the
‘Temple, are a fufficient proof and evidence of this.

This Prohibition therefore muft be interpreted accord-
ing to the fubje& matter which is here fpoken of ; and
that being only Divine Worfhip, it is plain that it is not un-
lawful to reprefent to the cye any vifible thing by an artii
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ficial Tmage of it: but only when God faith, Thou fhale
not.make ; and,- Thou fhalt -not worfhip ; tie meaning is,
thou fhalt not make any thing with an intention of Wor-
thip ; and thou fhalt not worthip any thing which thou,
er others have made. - But concerning the Prohibition'of
this Command, ‘I fhall fpeak more hereatter.” -

. Now for the more full and clear'underftanding of tliis
Precept, I mauft defire you to recal to mind one of thofe
feveral general Rules which I formerly gave you, as help-
ful to inftru® you in the due Extent and Latitude of tlie
Commandments ; and that was, That the Negative Comi-
mands do:all of them include the Injunction ot the contra-
ry pofitive Duties ; as When God torbids the taking of his

-Name in vain, by confequence he commands the hallow=

ing and fan&ifying of his Name ; where he forbids Mur-
der, he commands all lawful care:and endeavour to pre-
ferve our own, and the life of others; where in the firft
Precept he forbids the owning and cleaving unto any other
God befides himfelf, he injoyns us to dcknowledge him as
our God, to love, fear, and hope in him only : $o here in
this {econd Command,  where he forbids the worfhipping
of Images, by confequence he requires to worfhip him

dccording to the Rules which he hath prefcribed us.  And’

therefore as under the firft ‘Command is comprehended
whatfoever appertains to the Internal Worfhip of God; fo
under this fecond is comprehended whatfoever, appértains
to the External and Vifible Worfhip of God: -~ = - -
+ Now here ‘I"fhall firft-{peak “concerning ‘the External
Worthip of God ; and then of thofe Sins which are con-
trary unto it, and condemned in this Commandment.
Concerning the Worfhip of God I thall lay down the fol-
lowing Propolitions’: - T
. First, The true and fpiritual Worfhip of God-in the ge«
neral, is an Action of a pious Soul, wrought and excited
in us by, the Holy Ghoft, whereby with godly Love Fzmd
. . ‘ R ear
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~ Fear we ferve God acceptably according to his Will reveal-

ed in his Word ; by Faith embracing his Promifes, and in
Obedience performing his Commands, to his Glory, the
Edification of others, and our own eternal Salvation, ‘This
is the true fpiritual Worthip of the true God, who is 2 §pi-
rit ; and it comprehends in it both the inward Worthip of
our Hearts and Souls, and likewife the -outward Worfhip of
holy and religious Performances ; of whichI am now par-

“ticularly to treat. :

Secondly, Therefore this external Worfhip of God isa
facred Action of a pious Soul, wronght and excited by the
Holy Ghoft, whereby with all reverence we ferve God
both in Words and Deeds according to his revealed Wikl
in partaking of his Sacraments, attending on his Qrdinaa-
ces, and performing thofe holy Duties which he hath re-
quired from us, to his Glory, the Edification of others, and
our own eternal Salvation. This Worfhip of God altho’ it
be external, is neverthele(s {piritual ; for it praceeds from
the Spirit of God exciting our Spirits to the perfarmance
of it, and is dire@ed by a {piritual Rule, unto a fpiritusl
End, the Glory of Ged, and our own Salvation. -

Thirdly, The parts of this external Worthip are divers
and manifold ; whereof -the moft principal and effential
are the Celibration of the Sacraments, Solemn Prayer, and
Solemn Praife and Thank(giving : But befides thefe, there
be many other things which belong to the Service of God,

~yea, as many as there are Duties of Religion and Piety ;

fuch are a free, open, and undaunted;profeflion of the Tntth,
a religious Vowing unto God things that are lawtul, and in
our own power, an Invoking of the Teftimony of God to
the Truth of what we affert, or to the faithful Difcharge
of what we promife, when we are duly called to do it b

lawful Authority ; a diligent reading of the Word of .\God,
and a conftant and reverent Attendance on it when it is
read and.preached ; and divers other Duties too.long to be

here



the Second Commandment,

here particularly enumerated ; fome of which belong to the
proper Worfhip of God, immediately as parts of it, others
mediately, as means and helps to it. '
Fourthly, Although God doth efpecially delight in the
a&s of our internal Worthip, and principally regards the e-
fteem and veneration that we have for his great and glo-
rious Majefty in our Hearts ;. yet this alone fufficeth not,
without the performance of thofe parts of external Worthip
and vifible acts of Piety and Religion, which may to the

Glory of -God exprefs the devout difpofitions of our Souls,

The inward acks of Piety are thofe of Faith in believing, of
Hope in expecting our Reward, of Charity in loving both
‘God and our Neighbour, of Fear in reverencing him, of
Patience in a contented bearing whatfoever burdens it fhall
pleafe the All-wife¢ Providence of God to lay upon us, and
-of a chearful Willingne(s to perform all the Duties of Obe-
dience which he injoyns us. Thefe belong to the internal
Worihip and Service of God, and are efpecially pleafing
and acceptable unto him. And indeed without thefé all o-
ther a&s of Werfhip are both dead and unfavoury : for as

“the Spirit of a Man is his Life, fo the internal and fpiritual -

Piety of the Heart, our Love,Fear, and Reverence of God is
‘the Life of all our Duties, without which they are but as
a dead- Carcaf3, fo far from being a {iveet-fmelling favour,
-that they are noifom and offenfive to that God to whom we
offer them. _ 4 :
‘But of this internal Worfhip 1 have already {poken.

That which ‘weare mow ‘to ‘confider , is the external
‘Worthip of ‘God, - which he hath abfolutely required from
‘ws, -when we have ability.and opportunity to perform it. -

For although there need no overt-actions to make the
fincerity of our affe@ions' an. ‘intentions known unto God,

;yet it 1s neceflary for his' Glory, and the good Example of’

-othiers,\to declare that to the World by vifible Signs -amd
‘R 2 Expref-
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Expreflions, which was before known unto him in the fe-

For firs?, God hath no lefs ftrictly.injoyned his exter-
nal Worthip, than he hath his interpal ;. What can be more
external than the Cercmonial part of the Evangelical Law,
the Participation of Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper? Beth
of which are yet moft exprefly commanded, Marth. 28,

- 19. Go teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Foly Ghoft,. Ads the
2.38. Repent, and be baptized every oné of ‘you in the name
of Fefus Christ. - And for the Communion of the Body
and Bloud of Chrift, fec Luke 22. 19. Do this in remen-

~&rance of me. Which Command they do heinoufly vio-

late, and refule to give the moft evident Siga and Teflera
that they are Chriftians, who cither totally ncgled, or elfe
very feldom attend this moft Holy and Spiritual Ordi-

‘nance.. | i

Secondly, We find that. God doth (’cverely both threatezil'

‘and punith fuch as give external Worfhip- unto any other

but himfclf: How often' are the Jfraelites reproved for
bowing the Knee to Baal, for baking Cakes to the Queen
of Heaven: Yea, and very ufually ldolatry is fet forth in
Scripture by fome of thofe vifible Actions which fome of

‘thefe falfe Worfhippers ufed to expre(s their Devotion to-
‘wards their falfe Deitics, as bowing the Body unto them:;

Fo/b. 23. 16. Served other gods, and bowed Your felves unto
them. Fudges1.12, 17, &c. Kiffing the hand unto them in
Loken of reverence. Job 31.26,27. If I bebeld the fun when

it [bined, or the moon walking in brightnefS; and my heart

bath been fecretly.inticed, or my mouth hath kiffed my band -
Zhis alfo were an iniquity to be punifbed by the ijge ; for
I fhould have denied the God that is above. So lLkewife

‘bowing the Knee to any Idol, and kiffing it ; Zof. 13. 2.

Let the men that facrifice, kif§ the calves. ~ And {0 when
Eljjah complained of the total defection of the Jfraelites.

from.



the Second Commantment.

- from the Service of the true-God, unto Idolatry; God.tp
comfort and encourage: him, - tells him, 1hat he.alone was
not fingular, but that there were feven thoufand in Ifrael,
all the knees that bad net bowed unto Baal, and every mouth
which had not kiffed him, 1 Kings 19. 18. And therefore
certainly fince he makes {o punctual a Computation of
thofe who had not aliepated -their Bodily Worfhip to the
Service of an Idol, he doth rcfped and accept thole whp
in Faith and Sincerity tender it to himfelf.

Thirdly, God hath creatcd .the whole Man, both Soul

1285

and Body for himlelt, and he fuftains both in their being; -

and therefore he expects Homage and Scrvice from both ;
from the Soul as the chict f{cat of Worfhip, {rom the Bo-
dy as the beft Teftimony . of it. =

- Fourthly, Not only. our Souls, but our Bodies too are
redeemed by Chrift ; and thercfore both fhould be im-
_ployed in his Worthip.and Service ;- Thie whole Man is
-bought. with a Price, the whole-is juftified, the whole is
fanctified ; y¢éa, our very Bodies are. faid to be the Temples
of the Holy Ghoft, 1 Cor. 6. 19. . And where fhould God
_be. worfhipped, or that Worthip appear, but in his Temple >
_And therefore upon the account. of thar Purchafe which
Chrift hath made of us to himiclf,” the Apoftle draws this
Infcrence, in the aforémentioned place, .1e are not your own,

( foye are bought with a price ; wherefore gloriffe God in your

bodies, and-in your fpirits, which are God's. |
Fifthly, The Body is likewife to partake of the Bleffings
.of Obedience, and therefore it is but reafonable it fhould
partake of the Service-of Qbedience:”  Many Bleffings are
.promifed to- our ‘outward Man here in this life, and here-
after it-is-to be made a glorious and incorruptible Body,
like unto the Body of our Lord Jefus Chrift : it is to be
cloathed with Light, and crown’d with Rays ; never more:
to {uffer Injuries without, or Difeafes within:: and there-
fore certainly Duty belongs to it, fince fo. many great and:
. ‘ unfpeak-



An Erpohtioit upstt
unfpeakable Priviledgés belong unto it.
. Thusé you fee how reaforiably God requirts from us the
-Service not only of the inward, batof the outward Man:
And thercfore we aré not to Tlight that dutward Réverence
which is neceffary to teftifie a due fedceof his glotious Pré.

" fence when we come before him : neither muft we rob him

of any part either of his Service, or of his Servant, but fa-
crifice ourfelves intirely unto him ; our Bodies upon the Al-
tar of our Souls, Hearts and Affections, and both Soul and
Body upon that Alrar which alone can make both acceps-
able, even the Lord Jefus Chrift. :

- ‘This is a fourth Pofition.

Fifthly, All that outward Reverence which we fhew to-
wards God in his Worfhip and Service, muft be meafured

and eftimated according to the Cuftoms and Ufage of Places .

and Countries ; fo that what they ufe as a fign and expref-
fion of Honour to their Superiours, they ought much-more
to ufe it in the prefence of the great God, the ‘King of
Kings, and Lord of Lords. ‘And herefore uncovering of
the Head, bowing of the Body, an humble {ibmifs and
fetled compofure of the whole Man, which’dmong us are
‘but fitting {igns of Refpect and Reverence, When e appedr
in-the prefence 'of ‘thofe who are ‘much our Superiours,

~ ought likewifé to be ufed by us in the prefence of'God, who

is infinitely fuch, not indeed that they are effential parts of
Worthip, bit Signs and Teftimonies of it. _
Sixthly, 'The laftPofition is this: We ought not to wor-
{hip.de]‘with'"dhy other-external Worlhip, than what him-
felt hathi commanded 4nd dppointed us in his holy Word.
The Scripture hath fet us our Bourids for Worfhip, to which
e muft not add, and from which we-ought fot to dimisith ;
for whofoever doth-either the bhe or the other, ‘muft needs
acchfe the Rule either of Defect in things receflary, or of
‘Stiperfluity ‘in thihgs unneceffary : ‘whicli'is an high Affront
: to
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to the Widom of God, who as he is the Obje&,  he is
the Prefcriber of all that Worfhip which he will accept and
reward. ‘ o
I well know that this Rule hath given (1 cannot fa

" Caufe, but) Oecafion to many hot Difputes "about Ecclefi-
aftical Rites and Conftitutions ; fome condemnin whatfo-
ever is preforibed or ufed in- the Service of God, befides
things exprefly commanded in Scripture, for ‘Incroach-
ments upon the Authority of God, and Additions unto his
Worthip, which he requires to be performed according to
tire Pattern in the'Moutit, and the Model he hath delinia-
ted for it : Others agaid ‘maintaining the Priviledge and
Authority of the Church in ordaining {ome things for tie
more decent and reverend performing of the Seryice of
God, which are not particularly required in the holy Scri-

tures. : ‘

d 1 thall .ot plunge myfelf into this angry and quarrelom
‘Controverfy : only give me leave to fay, and fidly to la-
ment, That the Seamle(s-Coat of Chrift is rent in pieces a-
mong them, whilft fome think it more decent to few on
Loops and Fringes to it, and others will have none. And
truly T thiok our Differences are of no greater importance
in themfelves,-though-too woful in-their Confequents, than
this amounts unto. "I fhall clearly expréfs my fence of
this Matter ina few words, without any Reflection or Bit-
ternefs, and {0 leave it to the Judgmeént of every ordinary
Diferetion, = o e o T T T

- Things which belong tothe Worthip of God, may be
confidered either as Parts of that Worthip, or only as Cir-
cumftances and Modifications of it. =~ 7 -

Firit therefore, Whatfoever is impofed on- us as a fub-

- ftantial part of the Worthip of God, if it be not exprefly
required of us in the holy Scriptures; is fo'be not only re-
fufed, but abominated : ‘For this is a plain Addition tg'What
God hath commanded, and by-it we-lay an: Imputation up-
o on
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on him, as though he wanted Wifdom to ordain why: g
neceffary for his own Service. . |

~ Then, and then only is any Conftitution of Man irhpo.
fed for a part of Divine Worthip, when Obedience unto jt
is urged upon us, not only from the Authority enjoyning

. 1t, but alfo from the, Necetlity of the thing confidered fim-

Ply and nakedly in its own Nature: -For as it is with God's
Laws, fome things are, commanded becaufe they are good,
and fome things are good only becaufe they are command-
ed; fo is it with Laws and Impofitions of Men about Mat-
ters of Religion and Worthip, fome things they. command
us’ £ oblérygs becaufe they.arc in themfelves neceffary an.
tecedcittly to, their Command, as;-enjoyned; us. before, by

- ‘God'; "and therefore this is no Qrdinance or Docrine of

Man, but of God ; unto which the Magifirate, who is the
Guardian of both Tables, doth well to add the Sancion of
Secular Rewards and Punifhments : Other things-are ne-
ceflaty. for our, Obférvance, ronly becaufe they are com-
mandcd by their Authonity, to whom we owe gonfcienci
ous Obedience in things lawful and indifferent. But we
utterly deny that the imﬂpoﬁtion of any fuch things makes
them any parts of Worfhip, of which they are. only .Cir-
cumftances ; or, that thefe Obfervances are neceffary tous,
or acceptable to God antecedently to the command,of Au-
thority ; or that the Worfhip of God were imperfec, defe-
¢tive, unaceeptable, and invalid to the ends for which it is
appointed, were not thefe Obfervances commanded,. and
performed : Ifindeed we thought otherwife, the bittereft
of all their Inve@ives, and the loudett of all their Exclama.
tions in calling our Worthip, Superftition, Will-Worthip,
and Idolatry, would not fhew fo much Paffion, as a-juft
and rational Zeal. But God for ever forbid that any fuch
Ordinances,of Man.thould be introduced into our Church,
We /gll joya jn this Vote; 'and do utterly renounge any
fuchi Authority, and deny. any fuch Practice. . We ufurp

' ’ not



the Secoud Commantinznt,

not upon the Confcierices of any, nor:indcavour to-per-
fwade them that thatis in it {&lf neceffary, which is not {0’
by God’s Commands, or the Law of Nature; or that that
is unlawful which is not condemned by either. We indea-
'vour ‘to keep ourfclves and you as much from a Pofitive,
as 1 Negative Superftition: we -indeavour -to put due
bounds between things fimply neceffary, either by :the

Command of God, or their own natural Reafon and Good-.

nefs, and fuch'as are in themfelves indifferent. We fay,
that nothing is a part of Worfhip, but what belongs to
the former ; but fome things that belong to the latter may
be ufed in Worthip: as fit and decent Circumftances : And
when fuch things are impofed, they become neceflary ;
not indeed in themlelves (for no Humane Authority can
alter the nature of things) but to our Pra®ice, and our
Gonftiemrces -are obliged to them : But how 2 not- indeed
fimply and.abfolutely, {o that it fhall never be lawfil t6 o-
mit them ;" but only in two Cafes, in café of Scandal, and
' Contempt. We ought not to omit them, if we judge any
Qffence will be taken by others at our Neglect : we ought
net to omit them at ‘any:time ‘out of a Contempt and Difs
ref] Ee& towards them.. And thus you fee-we put a vaft
difference ‘between. that ‘which is a part of Worfhip, ‘and
that which is but a Circumftance of Worthip: If any thing
be commanded us by Men, asa part of Worfhip, which 1s
‘not commanded us by ‘God, 'we}oughe not to {ubmit unto

dto Bur, CL ot i oo
__ Secondly, 1f any thing be impoféd on us not as a part of
Worfhip, but as 2’ Circumftance and Modification of Wor-
-fhip, we may and we ought to fubmit unto it.

i Firfé;°If the thimgs (o impofed be in themfelves law-
ful and honeft ; which they are, if not-condemned by the
Scriptare. -~ . . ' :

N & " Secondly,

1329
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- Secendly, If they tend to Order g0d Deecncy ia the
Church. ~ Of which certainly they are as fit to be Judges
wha have Authority both in Church and State, as every
private, and perhaps lefs-knowing Chriftian, - ‘

. Thirdly, If they are impofed by the Comvnesd of a few-
ful ;l;ci;vfeni: to whomi we ought to fubmit in all ghiogs thas
are lawful - o - )

Fourthly, If they ere fuch a5 neither for their lewity nor
number €at out or diftract the Serisufnels snd Nevotiaa of
our Spiritual Worfhip: Which I think casnet juitly be im.
puted to the Oblervanges of our Chunch, heing very. few
tor Number, and very grave and modeft for Ufe.. -

. "If fach things as thole be-impofed upon xll;,'.ﬂilé W or thip
of God is not thercby either changed or adulterated, .aei-
ther is thege any addition made unge it ; but the Subftance
of that Worfhip is {till in Gonformity o .God’s 1pws,

' gm yet-the oytward aed jodifferent ‘enanper-of it is in

aformity to Man’s. Cestainly it.is @9 addition to-Bap-
tifin, to give a Nome 1o the Baptized, thongh we find no
exprefS cammand for it. Asd:[imuch svender among our
carping:Brethren, {ome or other had not {arupled this, as
well as anather Obfervance.. 1t 1is no additien to the Ordi>
nances.af Jefus Chrift, to appoint at what bour they fhall
be celebrated, or.in whgt Gasmaot, or.in:what decent Bo-
Lture; for all thefe things are exatinfical g0 the Worthip.of
God, and fall under the Cognizance and Directiqn.of aur

- Superiours. - L

Certainly did we but-rightly weigh what is required as a
part of Worthip,-and what only as a Gircamftance of Wor-
thip, a great deal of Heat, and Contention, and unchari-
table Prejudice would be removed and prevented. .t is

true our Saviour, .Maéth. 15. 9. condemas:the Scribes and

Pharifees, that taught for Doctrines the Commaadments
of Men : that is, they taught thofe things which w;re
4 . ut
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but the Traditions and Ordinances of their Elders, to be
in themfelves sbfolutely neceffary to the fzrving and wor.
thipping of God. - But certainly this Reproof falls not ups
on thefe, who though they do injoyn what they judge
fit for Order, yet do' not teach them for Do&rines ; and
are fo far front thinking their Commandments an affential
part of Worllip; that thiéy would Abhot and Anathemas
tize all thof@ that do {0: " 'Neceffary: they are to-be fubmit:
ted umto, and pra@ifed;’ becdufe injoyned by that’ Autho:
rity to- which Ged hath committed the Care of the firft
‘Table, as wellias the fecond ; but-net neceffary in them
felves as any part of the Worfhip and Service of God, withi
out which, although they were not impofed by Men, it
-would be uriacceptable to hitt : And whofoever thinks fo;
let him be accurfed. = - :
And now that I have delivered my Judgment withoue

Bitterne(3, give me leave to make fome few Lamentations .

in the Griel and Bitterne(s of my Soul: Is it not to be big-
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terly lamented, tliat ina Reformed and Orthodox Churcly = .

there fhould be fich Schifms, Rents, and Divifions; Altar -

againt Altar, Pulpit againft Pulpie, and one Congregation .

againft another? And what is ail this Centention and Sepa-

-ration for2 Oh, they ‘will tell you, it'is for the Purity of

Religion, for the true and fincere Worfhip of God; that
they may férve him* purely without Humane Additions or
Invemtions. -Thus goes the Cry ; and a company of poor
ignorant well-meaning Seuls; becdufe it is-very demurely
and gravely fpoken, take it Wp, and joyn with it, rever
examifing - the" grounds and' bottbm of it ;' but conclude;
that thefe muft aéeds be in the right, who comphin of
Corruptiofts; ‘and pretead to o happy 4nd gloricus’ Refor+
mation. ! Ales; my Brethren, was there- éver any- Schifret
ifr-thie! WidNOshae did ‘nek: plead the! ime » DI ok’ othicrd
upon’ the Girhe Prétenees (Gparate: fromh their Communion;
upoti Which they neiv feparate from- durs > Aﬁf‘ma‘yﬂﬁdi
Sa2 .

e thc
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the fame Argument {zrve to erumble them into -infinite
Fra&ions and Sub-divifions # til};at . Jaft we come: to have
almoft as many Churches a5 Men, ‘and {carce-a Man cons
ftant and coherent to himfelf. - S

'But what is it in our Worfhip which they diflike?> The
Subftantials of it are all the {fame with their-own; We ut-
terly difavow- that we make that any’ part of, Worfhip,which

- the Scripture hath ngt : -and I think "thas Man' very much:

torfaken of Reafon and. common Underftanding, who hall
indeavour to perfwade us, that we intend: Worihip, when

‘we oprfelves moft earneftly and ferioufly profefs the can-
wrary . A o

T

ary. © oo oy S i -
. Is it then thar we, differ abous meer Accidents apd Cirs

" cumftances - I confels we do : bt affert.withal,: that thefe

* Alis jejunant Sabbato s &

things are not a juft Qaufe of Separation:

bs vert mon’:” alis quotidié com-
municant corpors & [anguini

Domisnscd 5 alss certss diebus ac -

cipiunt : alibi nulus dies sntet-
mistitur quo non offeratur 3 ali--
bi fabbato tantum & Dominico.
Aug, Ep. 4d Januarium Ep:
118. S

trom us. * If we look back upon the
Primitive Times, we fhall find that_al-
moft every Church had its different Riteg
and Obfervances; and yet uader-that Di.
verfity maintained Unity and Communi-
on: Yea, and at this day, the reformed
Churches gbferve different Cuftoms one

v . . . . -from amother, and yet they inviolably
Lold Communion together, and we with them. . The Gal
lican, Belgick, Helvetian, and German Churches reje& us
not, nor we them; although we differ in Rites and Difci-
pline, -and -thofe things whigh are left to the; prudence of
every Church to conffitute s shey fhall judge mof} necef
fary for., Order -grid” Edification. .. Now. certainly -if thefe
different Rites and Obfervances be no ground. for one Na-
tional Church to {eparate from the Communion of ano-
ther, they can’be no ground for. private Peelons to fepas -
tate, from the Communion of 1that Ghareh to which they:
belonged. . Nay, although they.might with. sealon diflike
many U‘%ﬁcs- either, as trivilous.op ipcongruous, yet it bes
- . ) . X ’ ' ° . coms’
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comes the tempes and modefty of 2 pious Chriftian, in

things mecrly circumftantiad, to fubmit his Fractice to

the Judgment: of that-Authority, under which he lives, and

not to leparate from the Communion of the Churcly, to

forfake its Aflemblies, to difown its Adminiftrations, only

becaufe he thinks fome things might be more conveniently

ordered, according to the Model of his own, or other Meas

apprehenfions.: Which in the Folly and {ad Confcquen-

ces of it, would be to at, like him who took up a- Beetle,

and fruck with all his force, to kill a Flie that Le faw on

his Friend’s torehead, . What elfe were this but to rend the

Body of Chrift by an angry contending about the Fathion

of its.Garments ;'and to tear away its Limbs by a viglent

ftriving to ftrip off. shofe Cloaths which they think inde-

cent? For my part I freely prole(s, That were my Lot caft

amonf any of the Reformed Churches beyond the Seas, I

~ would prefently joyn in' their Communion, and not at all

_ fcruple to conform myfelf to their received Cultoms, al-

though perhaps in my own private Perfivalion I may judge

fome of them to be lefs ferious, and lefs reverent than thofe

of the Church of England, which are now {o paffionately .

decried and condemned.  * 1 have ever venerated that O-  » y,

racular Advice of St. Ambrofe to 'St. duftin : “If thou wik difipline

“ neither give Offence, mor take Offence, conform thyfelf ula et in

“to all the lawful Cuftoms of the Churches. where thou ™ ™o
> - o . gravs pru-

‘comeft., - - - . e dehiigue

Chriftiano, quim us eo modo-agas, j:m agere viderst Ecclefiam adquam cungue foret deve-

nerit.~ Quod enim nequie consra fidem, neque contra bonos mores snjungisur, indifferenter!

eft bubendum,’ & pro_eorums inter *quis vivitur focictate fervandum e, ——~Mater mea

Medsolansmi me comfecuta, snvenis Ecelefiam Sabbato.riom jejumantem 5. ceperis perturbes-

ri, & flutuare qusd agerét, cAm ego talia non curabam, fed propier ipfam comfului de bic

re beatsffime memoria virum Ambrofium ; refpondst [f¢ nikil docere me poffe nifi quod spfe

Sfaceret, quia fi mekius noffes, :ymn'u obfervarer.  Ciumque ego puraffem, nulld reditd ra-

piane, mrovstase foid i, mes volusffe admomeve ne Sabbaco, jejumtremin; [Abfeutus eft €

aip miki 5. Cuspni-Romiy. venia jejuno Sabbacociam bic finm wom jejuns: Sic etiam.tu, ad

quam foe Ecclefiam venersi, ejug morem [erva, Jfi cuiquam nonvy effe fcandalo, nee qmens

quam ¢3bi. ~—Ego vers de bic [ententid etiam atque etiam copisans, itA femnper babus tue

guam’eans celefti oratal fafceperim, Aug. ad Jan, Ep.118. - - Bug
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But I will not farther ‘itilarge on this cholorick and toy.
chy Controverfy ; only I pray, that oar wanton Diflenti-
ons about thefe lefs immrmt Mattcrﬂ, ]my not Pl'O’VOkc
God to deprive us of the Subftance and ‘Effentials of onr
Religion ; and reduce us to fuch a condition wherein we
fhould be heartily glad, could we enjoy the Liberty of the
Gofpel, and the Ordinances of our:Lord Jefus Chrift, un:
der any of thofe Férms of Adminiftration, which are now
fo furioufly debated amongft ds. It were juft with God
to extinguifh the Light of his Gofpel, when we ufe it
not to work by, but all our ftedy and ftrife is how to fhuff
it, T F P
- And thus much in -the: general, tbtiching' the' Extermal
Worthip of God required in this Commandment. . -~ -

The Sins forbidden by it are two: : =~~~ - "¢

Contempt of the Worfhip of God ; and
Superftition in performing it.
Concerning the former, I have already fpoken largely,
in giving you the Chara&ers of a Prophane Perfon. -
, I ﬂmﬁ therefore at prefent {pesk onely ef Superfiti-
“ . m. . N : . . L e e
‘. Concerning the Etymology" of th¢ Word, both 7wy
. ‘and Laflantius are agreed, that it is derived from Saperffi-
Cicorsde’ tes, Survivers ; but about the reafon of the Notion th
!’:M much differ : Zufy faith, Qui rotos dies precabantur & im:
L . molobant, xt fibi [ui Liberi [uperflites effent, [uperflitiof fum,
. eppelati : i. e. They whe immoderatcly. prayed-and fac
- erificed, that their Children might furvive them. But Za-
)  lantius is not conteat withthis reafon, and therefore gives
Eaftus.  a0GShGr : Superflitiofl autem vacantur, non gui filies fuos fun
Woinliby parfiites opeamt (owmes enims optumus, fed ans: i3 qui_ fupers
- 638 Girem memariam defunilorum colint s aut qui'parentibus fu
[uperfites celebrant), imagimes._corums domi, tamguam Deog
T : Pena-
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Penates : i ¢. Men were called (hperflitious not from de-
firing that their Children might furvive them, bur becanft
they celehrated the furviving memory of the Dead ; o

becaufe that furviving their Parents they worfhipt
Images as their Houthold Gods. . e

take his fort Deferiprion of it, That it js a needlefs and
gr:gneoust?'ca,r in Mau‘l;crs of Religion ; and this is twofold,
cither Negative ar Pofitive. T
.. Negative Superftition is, when Men do fearfully abftain
from, and abhor thofé things as wicked and abominable,
which God hath not forbidden, and therefore are in them-
felves Jawful and harmlefs. - And thofe who are biggoted
with this Superftition, will be fare to cry out agamit all
_ﬁ{l)at, do ,ahferve fuch things as they condemn, for mifer-
Ably feducgd and fuperflitious Souls. Which js the exagt
humour of the Men of our Days, who (as Diogenes s faid
o have .t.rm;flled upan Plaze’s Pride with far greater Pride)
{0 thefe exclaim againft Superflition with r greater Su-
- perftition.  For Superftition is nat ejther the obferving, qr
_pot ohlerving of fich things, but the doing of either with
0 grroneops fear leaft God fhould be difpleafed ‘and pro-
voked if we did otherwife: He is therefore negatively- Su-
jperititious who makes the not doing of that which is law-
ful and harmlefs, a matter of Confcieage, and of Religi-

QD. St - . Y : ‘ ] K )

. Pofitive Superflition-is, when Men' do fearfully obferye
.and perform thofe'things which either are forbidden, or gt
Jeaft no where commanded by God : Or if yon will, it js
 refilefs fear of the Mind,. putting-Men upon A@s of Reli-
gion which are not.due, or net canvenient. :

- Now _this Pofitive Superftivion expréfleth jt flf two

ways: For fometimes it ,gives Divine Honaurs to that

which isnot God: And fometimes it performs needlefs apd

fuperfluous Services to the truc God. Both thefe ar% the
: - offe

fhipt their
© Byt whatfoever he the Ety molqgriof the Word, we may

13%



!36'

- - An €rpofition upon
effeds of Superftition ; but are commonly known by their
proper names, the one being Idolatry, and the other Will.
Worfhip. And both thefé are forbidden in this Command-
ment : o -
Firt, 1dolatry is a part and fpecies of Superftition ; b

“we find it exprefly 4éfs 17.16. compared with Verfe 23,

In the 16 itisfaid, That Paul’s fpirit was firred in him,
when he faw the city of Athens wholly given to idolatry.
And inthe 22 it is faid, That Paw/ reproved them as be-
ing too fuperftitious. And thercfore though all Superfti-
tion be not Idolatry, yet all Idolatry is Superftition, yea,
and the blackeft kind of it. : ~
Now Idolatry is nothing elf¢ but the giving of religious
Worfhip unto an Idol: and an Idol is not only an artificial

"-Image“of Reprefentation of any thing, whether real or fi-
~Ctiots) fer up fo be worthippéd, but any Creature of

‘God, “whether Angels or “Men, Sun, or, Moon, or Stars,
&'¢. 1o which we give any religious Honour and Service.
The worfhipping ot -any Creature, whether in’ Heaven a-

"bove, or in the Earth beneatli, or in the Water under the

Earth, is Idolatry ; which is particularly and by’ name for-
‘bidden in this Commandment. And indecd this is ‘a Sin
fo abfurd and ftupid, that it is a wonder it fhould: ever be
fo bewitching as to imveigle the far greater part of the
‘World. The Prophet faiab doth very frequently deride
the folly and madnefs of Idolaters, efpecially Chap. 44. 16.
‘He burneth part of his wdoden God in* the fire; he roft-
eth his meat with it, and is fatisfied ; he Warmeth himfelf
and the refidue thereof he maketh a God, ‘lie-falleth down

-anto it and worfhippeth-it, and prayeth unto'it, and faith,

Deliver me, for thou art my God. "A moft grofs and bea-
Atial Stupidity ; as if there were more Divinity in one end
of a Stick than the other: and yet a Sin moft ftrangely be-
witching, after which all the Heathen World ran a Who-

‘ring ; and from' which all the Remonftrances and Threat-

nings
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nings which. God makes o hisiowhPeople of J/7ael;’ could!
not " reftrain them : yea, and fo ‘ftrangely ‘belotting 'is it
that a very great part even of thofe. who profefs the Name
and Do&rine of Jefus Chrift, are moft foully guilty of it ;

I mean the Papifts; who to hide their fhaiie in this parti-

cular from: the notice of. the People, have:covered it with

a greater, and thought fit rather to Expunge ‘this {econd’

Commandment, than to leave their Image-Worfhip to be

cenfured and condemned by it ¢ For in all their Cate-

chifms and. Books -of Devbtion, which they havé publifhe
for the ufe of the Vulgar, they have fatrilegioufly ormitted
this fecond Commandment, as fearing" that the “Evidence
of it would, convict. and.condemn them of -Idolatty in the

Conlciences of .the moft ignorant and illiterate that-fhould
.bgt_ghe'at‘.'it'réhm@-'i GoNL e ’ [ ‘ PR >

. Let- wssnow proceed: to.‘confider. -who' ‘may Jultly be
condemned of: Idolatry ,- and !the! Vidlatiori of " tivis" Pre-

cept.- - -, B N S :

. s?ir.{i, He is an Idolater 'that. prays unto any Saint or o,
- Angel £ for he.afcoibes that unto the Creature which: is an
Honour due only unto God the Creator.  Our Faith ‘aid
our Invocasion onght to be terminated in the fame Object
Rom. ¥o. xq. Eow fball they-call o him is: whom they- have
not . be.liew?.. And therefore if we canndt without Ba:
fp_het_ny,' fay, that we believe in fucha Saint, or-Angel, nej-
ther can we without Idolatry pray wito. that Saint or ‘Ars

el. oo oo L T ] R
g.f Secondly, ‘The moft -execrable Idolatry:thar 15, is'that of . 2.
entering; anto Lieague. and Correfpondence withi the Devil ;
to.confult and invoke: him; and by any ‘wicked Arts im-
plore, or make-ufe:of his help and affiftance. * Add of this
arethofe guilty in;the-higheft-degrec; who énter-ihto any
exprefs. Compact: with-the, Devllsiwhich is always ritified
with fome Homage of Worfhip givets ¢ him: And in'4
fecondary and more low degree, thofe who- apply thém:
s : T felves
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felves ta feck help from fuch forlara Wretthes, fuchas yfe
Traditionary Charms and -Incantations, or any vain:Ob.
{ervances, to free them from Pains and Difeales, or other
‘Troubles that moleft them. For all thofe things which
have not-a ratpral Efficency to produce. chat Effe@ for
which they are ufed, may very reafonably be fufpe@ed ¢o
have been agreed-ea formerly between the Devil and fome
of his efpecial Servants, and that all the Vertue they re-
tain is only from that Compaét ; which as it was Explicite
in thofe that made it, fo it is Implicite in thofe that: ufe
them ; for they ftill ac in the power of that frft Stipula-
tion and Agreement. RS ST R

. Thirdly, Whofoever bows. dewn. .his Bedy. in-religious
Adoration of any Jmage, or other Creature, .is guilty of I-
dolat;y; and doth moft exprefly tranfgre(s the very Let-
ter of this Command;: The fhait Aet bow down before them,
nor worfbip them. It is but:here a. vain Refuge unto which
the Papifts betake themfelves, when they excufe them-
felves trom being guiky of Idolatry, becauie although they
whzrf‘hip Images, yet they worthip the ‘True GOD. by;
t . . . . Vb . ; T - /».:;

For, firs#, they worfhip the Images of very many Crea-
tures, both Men' and:. Angels. ‘For me now,to examind
their Evafion coneerning Azresi, sz, and pumpdents,
would perhaps be as improper 1n this Auditory, as the Di-
ftinGion itfelf js vain and frivolous. Co e
~ Secondly, Whereas they pretend to worfhip the trug
God by ‘an Image, we reply, That it is moft impious to
attempt to reprefent God by any vifible Refemblance, and
therefore much maore to worthip him, ocould he be o re-
refented, For God who is infinite, cannot be circumfcri-
ved by Lines and Lineaments;: and being invifible cannot be
refembled: And therefore God doth again and again incul-
cate it upon the [fraelites, .that when he delivered the Law
unto them, he appeared not in any fhape, that they might
A not
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not audacioufly attempt to deliniate him;, and fo be inticed
to Idolatry: Thus Deut. 4 12. Te beara‘ the voiceof wm{:,
but faw mo fimilitude. only yeheard a voicé.  And Verfe 15, -
Take ye thercfore good. heed wnto yourfetves, ( for ]e Jaw b
o;amer { fimilitude.in the day that the Lord fpake unto you
in Horeb, ont of the mids¥ of the fire) kest ye corrupt your
felves,. and’ make You a graven image, the fimilitude qu any
figare:; - When “tlerefore they plead, That they wor.ﬂup
thobnely‘ true* God by Images this is ‘po_better
to exculc!one tiorrid: Sia 2 By 3he ‘commifion ‘of ahol
ﬂnrv . Sl .
Tbm{! To WOrﬂu the true an& ottely God by an f- 34
mage, w)ér Idalatx:y‘ 'Ptﬁ%-the P#ptﬁs leny ;. and place
IdofatPy mn worfh Kpm gof fni:i Yet up to -%'E::Ent falfe
and ﬁ&ltiﬁus{ioc or ef¢ th rﬂnp Wlﬂ']fa
belief that they themfelves are Gods But, S
First, Upon the fame account the Ifmeltte: were ‘ot I.
Liolters in' worlliipping the Golden: Caff : forrtsheyvmq S
notfo-brutifl. 28 to beleve thiat Calf itR1 forbe thei God':
Nay, ‘it is rhoft ‘evident, ‘that they- mi:cndeql to Wdt 1p the
trut God +inder that Repref'cntauon ‘See Exod.

Thefe be shy gods, O Ifrael, which bought thee out e b
"&{ di

£, not ‘be o 'ftupid-as“to mk that

' gﬁf%?t}t C#ff Whicty 'they themfélves Had: made;’ had ‘de,

liverod: themfrom -Bgypt ; butfhe}f‘worﬂﬁi);thcfm Gt

who' had givét them that great ‘Delivetanice, under this

chr lyp lnele Sigirand Refemblarice ;- Whicha Tppexrs Verfé -
'Adro» made ocfamm‘wn and 5:12 o morkoly o

ﬁaﬂ H‘bbe’[.ord‘ A thc'(’)l tnal ¢! J‘ehdv ; thepl d~ A

per andemcammmeable Na wf the TGOl AR yer .t oh

sty dhis Worfhip of ‘theird s Eia arcae&mwfh Perbed e o

God, ‘was orr:& dolatry ‘the Sripture abdndantly ‘e

Risids; - Verfe31.005, 5‘7:':: e le- ‘bav;f;?n% a eat?»}‘ '

Ldr v, g, M)N:ﬁberuk & :d‘er;, ‘Were' me of them 3

avFEis o B bk, STHE° }‘Z:t d%u»r? Ry ) P“zwp

Ll _ rofe -
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rofe up to play.... AQs 7.-41. They made a calf in tboeda
and m}eref/z{crgfce to the n{ol 4 : f Ve days,
2. - Again, fecondly, - Micab apd his . Mother were certaxnly
guilty of Idolatry, in making and worflipping their Images :
and yet .that’ they were made to be Symbolical Repre(en-
tations of the trug God, and erected to-this. very pur
that he might be worﬂnpt by them, appears, clearly. zom
khe, antory, as we haye it recorded Fudges the 17. 3, 4
[Jai wholly a'ga{zc/;tqd (ﬁxgh lhp_) the filver_unto the Lord,

(Jehova br. ). for yny fon, to make a graven avd 3 mouits
image : rf%mz ;vben be had dowe be hired a Levite to be, h}:

_ pne.f?. And in copfidence of .the Reward of :fo much Pie-
‘ .[c,qncludes Vezrfc Lg :.[ha,t qcrtihply aﬂalq the. I.or,zl Feho-
| 'vzq . wayld B 4,5 bim,, and o him.good, . ;Not lqg .6al be-cleart
er ‘then that,all this-Wo Lﬂ'ﬁg way ifiterided by. blm:)tp she
‘rue and on yGod, yet eing. performe by,lmages, 1t,was
nq better than rank Idolatry,

3 Tbmll J§ the Pepilts in woriTippini the, tre God: by

'ma be, nck, :$hen; gsither \was- Foreheam who
& Xfear/ to i, an Iplster,. i fersing up, his Calves.ae

Dan and B:tﬁg" wFor, Wh ver, rationally icoafiders she:
occafiog and. Poﬁtx(:al g{qund@ of this, Inaoyatien ; -muft
needs ¢ ha.t Jeroboam intended not, t¢ introduce a
neiw; Go b wonld haye-made; the People to fall. fa-
¢f from ’{ytamy ;md Q ppeetlion.did from Rep-

boam). buf on et up fome, vuﬁblp ‘Signs, and.-Repre-

fen;atrl qs gf ¢, rtx:ue _God, 4nd, 9, pf;r(mde‘ the:Beople

gg{ go to }'eruﬁlem to. leek lus Prelencs,;

 Fofeph. an& tQ oﬁ‘ex: ;hcu Glﬁ§;and Sacn,ﬁce,s, fqr the ame God
dneig. was as.miich, prelént. ‘withthem in- thole, Figures! ag e,
{"i 5 Was dt ‘the. Temple ‘of Fernfafem betweemthe Gherubins:
And therefore we, find ‘that the Idolatry of Feroboam i$ dis
ftinguithed from the Idolatry of thofe who wor.ﬂupped Bual.

and oxhcr falfe. Gods ch the, xhzqg{%x@ laefe Ged
feaks concerning ¢thads. a% becaa, h;:

AN RY
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. be Gods, and {o to worthip them, yet their wie and learn-
* ed Philofophers were far enough from fuch a fencele(s Er-

-as, now thie Papifts dp ;a0

the Second Commandment. 145

him to walk in the fins of Feroboam the Son of Nebat, he
went and f{erved Baal, and worfhipped him. -~ . = - .-
. Nay, fourtbly, although{omeamong the¢ Heathens mighe 4.
be fo grofly ftupid as to fuppofe she Images themfelvesto -

rour ; yea, they were forced to yfe as many Diftinctions.
and {ubtil Evafions congerning theiy worthipping of Images,

' ggulymoﬁ;,ot' them are the
very fame, and feem but borrowed out -of the Schools of
the. Heathens. - But gfpecially they in(ift on this, That
they venerated not their Statues, not as they were made of
fuch: or fuch. Materials, byt; ondy-as they ;.. L , :
were the. Houfes .and Bodies. of Goyl,j . Now boc vifibile colo, fed nu-
whse his Prefence rofided, and by which 7 £ 7 U S
his Power was manifected:: That they . p; purpatiors effereligionss, di-
{yorjhjpped not _the vifible Sign, but the . ccb{:z:g; _nec ﬁmdacfrum, nec
invifible Deity by it.. Aad what dotly . demonium colo, fed per effigiem
the Papit fay more than this » wiz, That | mir e e o Ane
they worfhip the Images of God, not-as - nob. lib:6. - ' «.
if they were themfelves - God, but only - R
as they are the vifible Signs and Symbols of the Divine
Prefence; and fo all, their Worthipis dire@ed unto God

- thorough them.  So that in matters of Idolatry, I profe(sI * Die

canfind o difference. ay all: between Heathens and Papifts: b
for as the more learned. Papifts do profefs. that they wqr.f:Z" Ia.
thip the true God by the Image ; {o likewife did the more de primé
* learned Heathens. - And for theignorant and vylgar Pa- Des m-
pifts, Tam very apt to {ufpec that they do,.as the ignorant ***
Heathen, terminate and limit their Worthip in the very ° '1:'):

. - . X . c E i . TR N
vim@ mei dyd i Onds dhR bedly dvabfiams Xy dydapdrs, Celfiy Orig. Coms.-€elf.
bibv.7. Where he likewife préves; that it is Iawful to ihike Images of ' God, becaufe
amdlmx? m%&kDo&nneof\Chmu themf@ives, God'made mnhf:n:rfdmg ) hf:
own' e: b ;m;y.ﬁggu;pmtuged\ -by.the Papifts, and made.ufe of by the
mm‘&c\'ﬁudm“. S e WMy, ;-.‘.?4.?\?'?‘ &.'.'\.l.;iw. B : by

\ -~
ey
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Images before which they fall proftrate, efteeming them to
have Divine-Power and Vertue of their-own. For they
are moft grofly blinded and infatuated in this their Image.
Worthip, and may-as well take a Stone or ‘a Block to be
2'God, as the great Dragon to be a Saint; as the poor
Woman did, who offered one Candle to St Micbael and

Herodote. another to hls Dragon, that is, the Devil. . And therefofe

2,

~

~ worthip

certamly if the Heathert Wotld were ‘ever’ gm]ty of Idsla-
try, fo'is now the Popith Clurch; ‘their Worﬂnp, and aﬂ
the Realons of it being fo exadtly paraliel.

And thus much concemmg the' ﬁrﬁ Bi‘anch of Superm.
tion, which is Idolatry.

The fecond is Wilk-worthip Coﬁccrmng this 1 ﬂrallfpeak
but very little, having already ‘prevented myfelf Now
lelvworﬂnp is nothing elfe’ but the inventing and ‘aferi-

>ing. any: othert Worfhip unto God, befides what he hath
been pleafed to command and mﬁxmte- God will not: be
d according to-our fancies,. but his'own, appoint:

. meat: graswemu havenoothei'Gad beﬁdest‘hetme

fo that God muft have no’ other Serice performed unto
him, befides what himfelf hath required and- prefcribed-:
for this were to impute folly and weaknefs urito him, s iF
_ indeed he would have Scrvauts, but knew not what férwce

e ’to injoyn them.

or .

(

gensrasion of them that bate me.

f’f e

-And thus we have finifht the Prohibmon ﬂw jhft ,
.. mot make wmto thee any graven mage, &c

“Let s now conﬁder the Sanéhon of this Precept ancf

'that s twofeld P

AR I ETEN L. L.I

F(rfi, By dmmncmg 2 ﬁ:vere and fmﬁ;l Threntmng
ga.t,nft all.thofe who fhould prefume so, vielate thnsll?fccept,.‘

Fer 1 the. Lord thy God:am a § alow% e Snigui-
ff@" “the fathers wpor the children untbithe: tlf:;‘%qpﬁ L fourtly
Secondly,
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- the Second Commandment.

| - Seeondly, By muliing s gracious-Promife of Mercy to

the careful and confciencious Obfervers of this Precept :
Shewing wercy wnbe.thoujands of thom that dove me, and keep

sy commandwents. .
lnthe Threataing we have thefe things oonﬁdérab!_e .

_ Firﬁd, Who it is that denounceth it: J the Lord thy
. God. ‘ :

; Secoxdly, What it is that be denounceth and threatens :

- Tovifit the iniquity of the fathers upon the children. -

. Tbirdly, The Perfons againft whom this Threatning is

. direCted: Thofe that bate him. And by the Context

they are {uch as contemning the only true God, pro-

.. ftitute themfelves unto Idols. . -~ R

. .Fourthly, The Dutation and Continuance of that Ven.

geance which he will take upon.them :. 7t fhalt e to

the third and fourth geweration. His wrath fhall ex-

_ .:jend to their Children, and their Childrens Chik

L I & 1= & P A L P -

- Firs?, Let us confider. who ‘it .is that denounceth this -

Threatning ; 1 the Lord thy God'am a jealous God : So.moft
read the words as our. Ewg/ifb Tranflatioa renders them.,

But others no lefs rightly read them thus:. Fsr 7 the Lord

thy God am Seromg axd jealsus :For' the word: El, which
is here ufed, fignifies the mighty ‘God. ' And -according to
;hfis z:é'o:pmn, the words comtain in them a Defcription
. First, By his relation to us,: Tby Ged ; & God who hath
‘ated " thee - from ali People.of the Earth, to be his. pe-
culiar. Treafure; who hath brought thee. near uato him.
{elt, -even into the Bond.of :the Covenant ;» who hath bes
trothed thee in RighteoufnefS, and is not:only thy Makes;
but thy Husband, as-the Prophet fpeaks, 74i. 54. 5. ’rt;i;
i G

R
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God it is who commands thee faithifully to’ perforny the
Marriage-vow that is between thee and him; and notto’
go-a Whoring: after the Vanities of the Geatiles, nor to ex-
pofe thy fhame and nakednefs before any-¥alfe or Idol--
God. For Idolatry is Spiritual Adultery, and moft fre-
quently fet forth under that Name and Notion.in the Holy
Scriptures. :

~ . Secondly, Thy God is defcribed by the mightinef§ of

his Power : He 15 E/ kana, a ftrong and jealous God ; able
to revenge any difthonour that is done lim by thy unchaft
lewdnefs. . . ' e el
Thirdly, He is defcribed by that violent Paffion which
in Men is called Jealoufy : 7 the Lord thy God am firong
and jealous. Now Jealoufy is an affe@ion or paffion of the
Mind, by which we are ftirred up and provoked againft
whatfoever hinders the enjoyment of :that which we love
and ‘defire :\The Canfe :and (Original of it 'is- Love; and
the Effe@t of it is Revenge. -Now God to deter the Jfrze-
lites from Idolatry, fets torth himfelf as a ftrong and jea-
lous God, that they might be affured not to efcape. Punifh-
ment ; for he is ftrong, and therefore can inflit it, and he

 is jealous, and therefore will inflict it if they fhall'dare ¢ a-

. ¢tions-of one that is angry,.of grieved, or repeats, althou

bufc and injure that love whicht he hath>placéd upon them, *
. Now. this Jealoufy is not 0. b€ afcribed unto God, - as if

 there ‘were properly any fuch:weak and difturbing paffion

in him, but ooly by ;way of accemmiodatien and fimilitade;
{peaking after; el manner of: Men :. So that thgte is not! i
dem affellus, but idem effedfus ;- not the.{famerinward - affe-
tion, but the fame outward effe@.  And fo likewife‘is'it to
be, underftbod whenGod 'is faid to be éangry, ‘to be grieved

torep. ent, &', that is, hisla@ions towards us are like'the aj
the infinite'Serenity of the Divine Effence s not liable to be
difcompofed or ruffled by the tempefts of any fuch like paf-
iions as-are in cident to us mutable Creatures. e
Lo Now



the Second Commandment.

Now the reafon why God calls himf{elf here a jealous God
you will find in thefe following Particulars - : ‘
.. First,Jealoufy is diftrufttul and fufpicious: it dares not
rely upon the truth and fidelity of the Perfon-of whom

~ we are jealous, but is_full of mifgiving doubts and fears.
Aad fo God (although.in propricty of Spcech he can doubt
nothing, nor tear any thing, yct) is pleafed to exprefs his
Jealoufy by fuch fpeeches as intimate-diftruft and diff-
dence. And theretore when the Jfraelites made that {o-
lemn Promife to the Lord, Deut. §. 27. Al that the Lord
our God fball fpeak unto us, we will bear it and do it. God
returns anfwer, as one that mildoubted the real. pertorm-
ance-of {0- fair a Promife; Verfé the 28 and 29. 7 have
keard the woice of the words of this people ; they have uell

td

'gm,(’en all that they have Jpoken : O that there were fuch an

eart in them , that they would fear me, and keep all m
commandments always, that it might be well with them, and
with their children for ever. 4 '

Secondly, Jealoufy is fearching and inquifitive : [t is an
hard matter to efcape the dilcovery of a jealous Eye, which

is- ftill prying and feeking after that which it would be -

loth to find. ~ So the Eye of the all-fecing and all-knowing
God is continually upon us; he critically obferves every
look, and every kind of glance that we cal{ upon ourfelves;
Not the leaft motion of our hearts, not the lealt twinkling
of our thoughts can efcape his notice and cenfure. And of
all fins, there is none that God doth more jealoufly obferve
than.that of Idolatry ; for this is the violation of that Mar-
riage-Faith which we have plighted to him. And there-
fore we find that the idolatrous fraelizes, as though they
werc confcious of the great Abule they offered to their
" Maker, their Husband, (as the Prophet ftiles God, Z/ai. 54.
5.)- fought out dark and obfcure Groves to ac their Wick-
ednefs in; that akhough they were not chaft, yet they

‘might feem to be cautious. ‘Butin vain:is it to draw -the -
\'A Cur-
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Curtains of a thin Shade about them; a few Leaves could
not cover their Shame, nor their Nakednels from him
who is all Eye every-where, and whofe Eye is every-
where light to itfelt : God is light, and in him there is no
darknef§ at all, 1 John1.5. It is not pofiible to conceal
from him the proftitution of an unchaft and impudent I-
dolatry. And therefore faith the Plalmift, Pfal. 44. 20,
21. If we have forgotten the mame of our ‘God, or firetched
Sorth our bands to a falfe God : fball wot God fearch out this >

fer he knoweth the fecrets of the beart. P
3. Thirdly, Jealoufy as it 1s fearching and inquifitive; Yo it
is an angry and revengeful paffion: And theretore Solomon
* Fiov. 6. Colls it, The rage of a man™ ; therefore he-will not fpare in
34 tic day of vergeance. And Cant.8.6. Fealoufy is cruel as
the grave ; the coals thereof are as coals of fire, whieh bave
a most vebement flame. For as Love is the moft foft and
tenderell aftecion of Humane Nature, fo Jealoufy, which
is the fowring of Love, and turhing it itto Vinegar, :is theé

moft wild and furious.

Now God is pleafed to ftile himfelf a Jealous God, to ex-
prefs the heat of his Wrath and Indignation againft Sinners.
So Deut. 29. 20. The Lord will not fpare him, but the an-
ger of the Lord, and his jealoufy fhall fmoke again(? that man,
and all the curfes'that are writtenin this book fball lie upon
bim, and the Lord [ball blot out his name from under heaven.
See what dreadful ettecs this {moking Jealouly hath, when
it breaks forth into a flamc:- Zeph 1. 18. Neither their
Sfilver nor their gold fhall ke able to deliver them in the day
of the Lord s wrath, but the whole land fball be devoured
2y the fire of his jealoufy ; for be fball maike a fpeedy riddance
even of all that dwell invhe land. And what fignal revenge
this devouring Jealouly of the Almighty God hath taken
upon Sinners, the whole World is tull -6f fad Inftances:
This Fire hath kindled the eternaliand uskjuenchable Flames
of Hel. When the proud -and rebellious Angels afpired fo
. - . be



the Second Commandment.,

‘be Gods, God turned them into Devils, and thefe Devils
into Hell ; for his Jealoufy could oot indure to have Ri
vals in his Glory. All the Ruines and Calamities that have
ever hapned to Perfons or Nations, are but the effe@s of
God’s Jealoufy againft Sin. And of all other Sins, his Jea-
Joufy takes moft remarkable Yengeance againft idolatry ;
for this is [piritual Whoredom, a-pravocation which the jea-
lous God can leaft indure, fée Deut. 32. 16,17, x9. They
provoked bim to jealoufie with firange gods ; they facrificed
20 devils, wot to God ; to gods whom they knew ngt, to wew
gods that came newly up : And when the Lord faw it, he abr
borred them, becaufe of the provoking of his fons, and of his
daughters. And Verfe 2.x. They have moved me to jealoufie
with that which is not god, they have provoked me to anger
with their vanities : A fire is kindled in mine anger, and
Shall burn to the lowest bell, and [ball confume the earth with
ber.increafe, and fet on fire the foundations of the mountains.
And fo in the following Verfes God exaggerates thofé {ore
and heavy Judgments which he would bring upon them in
the fury of his Jealoufie, becaufe of this heinous Sin of I
dolatry. , :
And thus we have {een in what refpe@sGod is {aid ta be
a Jealous God, - ... N
What remains now, but that Expoftulation of the Apoftle,
1 Cor. 10. 23, Do we provoke the Lotd te jealoufie ? are we
Jironger than he > We who are bur as duft before the Whirl-
wind, and as dry ffubble betore the confuming Fire, thall
we dare by our fiis to affront and challenge that God who
hath {aid, Pengeance is mine, and I will repay it > And yet
{uch is the madnefs of every de{perate Sinner, that he rufh-
ethupon God’s neck, and upon the thick bofles qf his Buck-
ler, and daily provdkes him who is infinitely able to' de-
ftroy both Bady and Soul in Hell-fire : "Indced Jesloufie of
ifelf, without power tawyeak Revenge, is but a weak and
contemptable paffion ; but when it is armed with Almigh-
: = V2 ty
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An Erpofition upon
ty Strength; it is-juftly terrible: Now the Lord thy God

is 83p Y& 2 ftrong and jealous God. Every fin: thou com-

mitteft is an horrid wrong done unto him, and a violation

of that Faith which thon oweft him: He hath woed thy

affections, fouglit thy confent ; and this thou haft vowed un-
to him in thy Baptiin ; and yet thou perfidioufly followeft
other Lovers, and giveft thy heart unto the World and the
Devil, which are God's greatelt Corrivals. The higheft
indignity that can be done againft Love, is to contemn
and fligly it, and to imbrace -thofe who are far more bafe
and fordid : And how notorioufly then doft thou affront
God, when thou defpifeft his L.ove, and thy own Faith, to
caft thyfelf into the imbraces of every vile Luft, which now
pollutes thy Soul, and will hereafter damn it > O foolith

‘and unkind that thou art, to negle@ the love of the Great
King of Heavenand Barth, and to make choice of the Devil,

who is but the Slave of God, and folicites thee only to make
thee his Slave ! Yet were it fomewhat if thou couldeft de-
fend thyfelf, and maintain thy choice againft the jealcufie
and wrath of the great God whom thou thus defpifeft and
provokeft. But aflure thyfelf, his wrath and his jealoufie
will {inoke againt thee ; yea, kindle upon thee, till it hath
burnt thec down to the loweft Hell : and that day is com-
ing wherein lie will expofe thy nakednefs and thy fhame
betore Men and Angels, and upbraid thee with the folly, as
well as wickednefs of thy Choice; and then condemn
thee to be an eternal Confort with thofe Devils whom thou
haft preferred before himfelfs Believe it, it is a fad and

fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God, for -

he is a Jealous God, and a Confuming Fire, as Mofes fpeaks,
Deut.4.24. o

And thus much for the firft Obfervable in this Commina-
tion, wiz. Who it is that denounceth it, 7 the Lord thy God

‘ams a jealous God ; or, I the Lord thy God am firong and jea-

lous.
© Secondly,

Py
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Secondly, The next thing confiderable is, what Judgment 2.
this {trong and jealous God threatens to inflit ; and that is,
To wifit the iniquity of the fatbers upon the children. ‘

Now vifiting is a figurative exprellion: And in the ge-
neral God is faid to vi(it when after a long {pace of time, in
which he feemed to have forgotten, or taken no notice of
Men, he declares by his Providence that he hath ftill obfer-
ved their ways and doings. And this word of vifiting may
be taken either in a good, or in an evil part ; ina good part, g, ,
when God beftows great Mercies and Salvation upon his s,
People, he is faid to vifit them ; and. thus it is frequently Luke 1.
ufed in the Scripture. . In an evil part,"God is faid to vifit 83- 2%
when he rewards thofe fins.at which he feemed to connive, e
with deferved. punithments ; So Pfal. 89.'32. 7 will vifiz
their tranfgreffion with the rod, and their iniguity with firipes.
And Fer. 5. 9. Shall I wot vifit for thefe things ? [aith the
Lord ; and fhall #ot my foul be avenged on fuch a nation as .-
this > And in this fence is the word to be taken here, #i- -
fiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children; that is,
punihing the Fathers iniquity in their Children and Pofte- -
fterity : And thus we have it interpreted Fer. 32.18. Zhow
recompenfest the iniquity of the fathers into the 2ofam of their

childrex after them. o .
Now here arife-two important Queries to be refolved :
First, Whether it be juft with God, and confiftant with ..
the Divine Veracity to punifh the fins of the Fathers upon
the Children? e
_ Secondly, Whether God doth always obferve this method 2.
of revenging the Fathers crimes upon their Pofterity and
- Oft-fpring S
First, For the former Query : There feems fome difi- 1.
culty in reconciling Scripture to itfelf in this particular,
and in recorciling {uch a proceeding tq Juftice and Equity ;
for fometimes the Scriptures do .exprefly mention the pun-
ifhment of Pareats fins to be infli¢ted upon their Children,
: Exod.
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Exod. 34, 7. Jer. 32. 18, @c. And when God commands
Paul utterly to deltroy Amalek, he gives this reafon of his
Injunétion, x Sam. 15. 2. Remember that which Amalek did
wnto Ifrael, how he laid wait for bim in the way when be came
up from Egypt. And yet almoft four hundred Years were
pait between the Journey of the Zfraelites from Egypt, and

- the ifluing forth ot this Command : and therefore 1t is not

probable, that any of thofe Amalekites who oppofed them
in' their way, were then alive to bear the punihment of
that Offence. Yea, and our Saviour threatens the Fews of
his time, Matth.23. 35. That spon them fhould come all the
righteous bloud fbed upom the earth, fram the bloud of righ
teous Abel, amto the blond of Zackariah fex of Barachias,
whom they flew between the temf{le and the altar : That is,
the fins of their Progenitors from the beginning of the
World, unto that very Age when they murthered Zacka-
ry the * Father of Fobn the Baptist, in the Court of the
Temple, fhall be punifhed in this Generation. -

And yet again we read as exprefly, Bzek. 18. 20. Zhe
Joul that finneth, it fhall dic: the fon fhall not bear the ini-
quity of the father, neither fball the father bear the iniquity
of the fon ; the righteoufnef§ of the righteous. fhall be upon
bim, and the iniquity of the wicked fball be spow. him.. And
again, Jer. 31.29,30. In thofe days they fbail fay no more,
The fathers have eaten fowre grapes, and the childrens teeth

are fet on edge : But every one fhall die for his own iniqui-

" And indeed this feems moft agreeable to the Rules of Ju-
fkice, that the Innocent fhould not be punifhed for the fins
of the Nocent and Guilty. S

" Now to folve this Difficulty, and reconcile this {éeming
Lontradi¢tion, I fhall premife fome Diftinctions, and thea

‘draw from them fome Conclufions fatisfactory to the Que-

&tion propounded. -
L o Punifh.
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: Pumfhments are either Temporal, fuch as befal in this
prefent Jife ; or elfe Eternal, fuch as are referved vo be in-
flited wpon all impenitent and difobedient Sinners in the
World 'to come. ’ :

Again, Children may be confidered ecither as imitating
the Crimes and Tranfgreffions of their Parents, or repent-
ing of them, and reforming from them, and {o not walking
in their Fathers fteps, but in the waysof’ God’s Command-
ments.

Now, firf#, Certain it is that God never vifits the iniqui-
ty of the Fathers upon repenting and reformed Children
with eternal punithments.  And 1n this fence it is everlaft-
ingly-true, That the fon fball not bear the.iniquity of his fa-
ther 3 but the foul that fimneth, it fbal die ; cuj;’ver_y man
shall bear his own burden. ' : : 7
! But fome may fay, Are we not made liable even to eter-
nal Death, only by the fin of another > Hath not the fin of
our firft Father brought'condemnation upon all his Pofteri-
ty ? And tiierefore how isit true, that the Son fhall not in
this refpect bear the iniquity of his Farher 2

.~ Tothis ! anlwer, It is not his fin confidered perfonalty as.

his, thathath made us obnoxious unto eternal Death ; buc i
wasour finh aswell as his: for in him we all finned and fell.
Adam was our federal Head and common Reprefentative,
and his Sin was legally ours, even as his Obedience would
have been, had he perfevered in it.  But now the Caft of
Adam is fingular, and much different from that of interme-
diate Parents; they indeed are our :natural Heads, but not
our federal Heads as Adam was ; their actions are onely
their own, and net ours, and have no influence at all upan

l;l

.
| 98

the determining of our eternal ftate and condition: and -

therefore we fhall not be accountable to God at the laft
Day for what they have done, but only for what we our
{felves have done in the Body, avhether it be good or evil.
Yet S '

’ Secondly,
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Secoadly, If the Children imitate the wickednefs and -

crimes of their Fathers, it is but juft and- righteous with
God to punith them with eternal Death and Damnation for
them : It is but fit that they fhould inherit their Fathers
Damnation, who inherit their Fathers Tran{greffions. But
in this cafe it muft be obferved, that God punifheth them
not becaufc they are their Fathers fins, but becaufe they are
their own. o

Thirdly, God may, and often doth vifit the Ini‘%uity of
the Fathers upon the Children with Temporal Punifhments,
whether the Children imitate the Offences of the Fathers, or
elfe reform from them. And thefe Temporal Punithments
are many times:very fore and heavy ; languithing Difeafes,
racking and tormenting Pains, lofs of Eftate, {ometimes ra-
vitht from them by violence, fometimes melting away in-

. fenfibly : The Father poffibly by his unjuft Oppreffion-and

Extortion, intails a Curfe upon his Eftate, which like a Can-
Jer, eats it out and confumes it in his Son’s days ; fo that
.nothing is left in his hands but Shame and Poverty, altho’
perhaps he might never know, the fins for which God blafts

“him: Yea, we find that God doth infli& Temporal Death

.on the Child for the Offence of the Pareat ; thus, 2 Sam.
12.14. in Nathan's Meflage to David, Becaufe by this deed
thou bast given great occafion to the enemies of the Lord to

blafpheme, the cbild alfo that is born unto thee, fhall furely

- die. ¢ . ‘

Thus God doth ve frequeﬁtly infli@ Temporal Pun-
‘ifhments upon the Children for the Fathers Tranfgreffions :

-Nor is it at all hard to reconcile this with the meafures of
- Juftice and Equity, becauf¢ of that near relation which they

bear unto their Parents ; for certainly it is juft with God
to punifh a Sinner in all that is related unto him : now
Children ate'. parts -of their Parents, yea, their Parents
Live and furvive in them ; and therefore certainly God in
punithing them, may juftly ftrike what part of them he

. ” : plea(.;eth.

\_\'.'

i
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plesfeth.  And this even Plutarch, an Heathen, could ob- Piusar, de
ferve, fpeaking how God did often infli& grievous Judge-fers puni-
ments on the Pofterity of lewd and wicked Men, he tells *
us; ol drewoy &y Exctvany Srres fywa & Excivaw, it is nothi
ftrange and abfurd for thole who are theirs to fuffer what
- belongs to them. - A

And thus we have briefly vindicated the Juftice of God,
in-vifiting the Iniquity of the Fathers upon their Children. -

But then, fecondly, another Queftion is, Whether God 2.
doth ajways obferve this Method of revenging the Offen-
ces of Fathers upon their Chikirea in Temporal Punifh.
ments ? N D oo .
. To which I anfiver, No, he doth not : neither doth this
Threatning in the Commandment eblige him to do it, but
only fhews witat their {ins do deférve, and what he mighe
Jultly do if he pleafed to ufe his Power and Prerogative,
And therefore we read of the Children of wicked Parents,
who yet were both picus and profperous ; fuch were Zeze-
kiabh, and Fofiab, the one the Son of 4baz, the other of A-
mon. - But meft commonly-we may obferve it in the courfe
of Divine Providence, that the Pofterity of wicked Parents
pay off their Fathets fooars to Divine Juftiee, in the Tem-
poral Evils and Calamities that 4re browght upon them:
But yet if they them(elves be pious and holy, this may be
for - therr comfort,: that-whatfoever Afli@ions they lie up=
der, finll-be for their benefit arid advantage ; and they are
not Punifhments-te tliem, ‘but onely fatherly Corredtio
and Chaftifements : for the véry things which ‘they firffer
muy be intended by God as a punifhment to their Ance.
ftors, but 4 fatherly corre@ion to themfelves; and what tg
the orie is threatned 4s a Curft, to the other may prove 4
Blesﬁr;g-aad 4h -Advantage, ‘as i gives them occafion, of
exércifing more Grice, 40 fo of recéiving the greitet Glo-
ry‘, :-.'Zv".‘“ 1 "'» ‘ ‘ o PR A :4:
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" Suffer meto clofe up this with one or two Practical Me~
- ditations. : ;

Firf, If it be the ufoal method of Divire Providence
to vifit the iniquity of the Father upon the Children, fee
then what great reafon Parents have to beware they do not

lay up a ftock of Plagues and Curfes for their Pofterity, nor

dog the Eftate they leave them, with {o many Debts to be

pad to the Juftice of God, as will certainly undo them::

Thou who by Fraud and Gozenage heapelt together ill
gotten Waalth, thinkeft- perhaps ot leaving {0 many hun-
dreds, or, thoufands ta hy (Children, -but_confidereft, not
withal, how many Curfés thou putteft into the Bag, .Cur-

- fes that in.time will rot'and eat out the very:bottom of it:

| to think that-thy fins fhall be praifhe ppon thy. paor Chih

Thou who by this, or by any other way of Wickedne(s,&i-
r Swearing, or Drunkennefs, or Uncleannefs, provokeft
he Holy agd the Jealous God, doth it nothing grieve thee

.. drens backs; Poffbly chou art o fondly sender of, them,

that thou art loth to chaftife them when they really de-
ferve it for their, own faults ; .yet art thou o cruel to them,
as to abandon them over to_the Juftice of God, to be fe-
vglr:e}y foourged forr faults which -arq not their ,own, bat

would not be tirned withm him, to go -into an Hofpital,
and there view, over all thofe: Scengs.of Humane Mifery, and
Wretchednefs which are prefented tq us; the Blind, the
Lame, the Deaf, the Dumb, the Maimed, the Diftracted, the
ulcerated and loathfome Leaper,, and thofé- feveral Maps of
Man's Woes and,Torments that are there exhibited 2, Think
then with thyfelf this is the Inheritance, this is the Portion
bequeathed them by their accurfed Parents. And as thou
wouldeft” have thine own Children to be made the fame
fad Spe@acles.of Divine Wrath and Vengeance, {0 go and

n'them into the fame condition. Certainly Wolves and

Tigers are more merciful to their Off-fpring, than wretch-"

ed

tl*geg ‘Whole , heart would, nos yearn, and whofe bowels -

/’



the Second Commandment.
ed Man! It is thou thyfelf;” O cruel Man! who haft crip-
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led, and maimed, and tormented, and Leggered, and undone

thine own Children ; and perhaps every fin thou commit-

teft cither murders, or tortures a poor helplefs Infant, one
whofe greateft mifery it is, that ever he was born of tlee,
I befeech you-Chriftrans think ferioufly of this thing ; ard
as ever you would with well to thofé dear Pledges which
are as your own bowels, {o beware how ever you provoke
the holy and jealous God, by any known and wilful fin, who
will be fure to.repay it home, either in your own Perfons

by his immediate Judgments upon yourfelves, or that which

will go as near the heart. of every tender and compaffionate
Parent, by his fore Judgments on the poor Children and
Pofterity. ‘ . L :
~ Secondly, See here what great realon thou haft to render
Thanks and Praife unto.God, that thou art born of holy
and pious Parents ; fuch.as treafute not up Wrath for thee,

World ; but yet they have bequeathed thee. a rich Patrimo.

- ny, and made God: Executor, -whe will faithfully, difcharge

but Prayers : Poffibly: they. were but poor. and low in. the

his Truft, if thou difcharge thy Duty, and give thee a.Blef:

fing poffible in this life, but certeinly in the fife:to- come:
Let others boaft their Blood, and their Parentage;.and reck-
on up a long row of Monuments and Anceftors, if tliey have
been wicked, lewd, and ungodly, but thine vertuous, and

the fincere Servants of God, they poffibly may be the laff

of their Family,and thou the firft of thine : Howfoever, know
that it is far more Noble to be born of thofe that have been
born of God, than to be the Grand-children of the Devil s
Thou haft better Blood running in thy Veins, even the
Blood of them whom Chrift hath judged worthy to be re:
decined, and wathed with his. own Blood, whoft Names

aré writtert in Heaven in the Lamb’s Book of Life; a great-

er Honour. and Diguity, than.if they were written in the

" Worm-eaten Pages of idle Heraldry : "And if thou followeft

X 2 their



186

An Erpofition apdn

their good Examples, thy Relatiors, atd Pértior too are
greater and richer, for thou haft God fof thy Father, Chyift
for thy Brother, and the whof¢ Heaven of Stars for thiys
Inheritance. ‘

And thus much for the Rcond Generdl, what is hete
threatned in the Commaidirent, vis. The 05fing +he of .
wiquity of the fathers upon the children I fhail be mote brief
in the two remaining. Therefore, o

Thirdly, Let us confider the Perlons «ginft whorh phis
Threatning is denouriced , Pifiig whe iniquity v{hm -
thers apon the children of thbfe what hare e’ d who
thofe are, is explained in the Antichefis fibjoyaed, Roeptng
mercy for thoufands of thefe vha lrvé wike, und keép my ¢om-
mandments. If then thofe that keep God’s Comnrandients
are Lovers of God, (which out Savieur exprefly ”aﬁt‘tm,
Fobm x4. 2x. He vthit bath my commandminrs, and keeperh
them, be it is that lovesh wey) by dire@ édﬂa‘ffg:’?ee it
follows, that thofe who traafgré the ‘Comma mits of
God, are Haters of God. ' And Wit wore ‘can be' faid of
the very Devil himfelf, let them prétesd iitvet 1o fair, and
fpeak words full of pefpet and réverence, yetbring them to -
this Tryal, do they abferve aad keep the Comittandments
of God or no? If not; ‘they ére Maters of God'and Good-
nefs. ‘And indeed it is itapoffible, that thof who are 'dift
obedient and rebellious thould fove God 5 for-can they love
him who hath required froethein witat they @b fo-extream.
ly lodth? Can they love hirh ‘Whoin they #iuft teeds appre.
hend armed with wrath ¥d Vefigesrice to punith and top-
mient them eveilittingly for eheir fitis > Carrthey tove him,
who if they have aiiy confeiéfices in them, they muft geeds
know hates thern with a pe#fect hitred, and will'be avenged
on thein in their eeorhal raine ‘and-defbruction » Cerrainty
if we love Gad, becaufe he'fidt foved us, thefé Eamnot: bijt
hate him, o ‘whom tiRélr owh confeiences nift needs ae.
teft, ‘that God Hates both ¥hem and helr ways, -

N Fourthly,



- the Secont Commandment.

Fourthly, Confider the Duration and Continuance of that
Vengeance which God will take upon thofe who thus hate
him." On their own perfons he will revenge himfelf eter-
nally, and be ever fatisfying his wronged Juftice in their
infufferable Torments : But on their Pofterity he will be
. avenged unto the third and fourth Generation. And yet
even in this very Threatning there is Mercy contained ;
Mercg_ it is that fuch a wicked and accurfed Race, are not
cut off, and caft out of his fight and grace for ever ; and
that where once the wrath of God hath feized on any Fa-
mily, it doth not burn down and confume the whole be-
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fore it : But he gracioufly ftops its courfe, and gives not -

way to all his fury ; and in this Mercy glorifies itfelf a-

inft Judgment, in that he fheweth Mercy unto Thou-
ands, but vifiteth Iniquity only unto the third and fourth
Generation. , ‘

The
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