,'I'HE NINTH
COMMANDMENT

ﬂ:bnu a;_auuotlm Falle GRLitnels againtt

b? wmo n '; LT ‘,‘
i !AV'.’“J”.'Q

“HE fm'merGommandmcht ovided for the Secunty

-of every. Man’s Pmpa'uy ; they: may- fuffer .no
Wrong norDetriment in their Gdods:¢l This-which I have
now read unto you ,. provides-forthe Prefervation - of
their good Name, which is: « moch dearer Poffefiion + For,
A good Name, faith the Wife Man, Prow. 32 1. & rather tp
e chofex than great Rickes. 'And thevefore it oyght tobe
kept by.us, although not delicately and -nicely ; yet tendex-
ly, and with ref] Wholo contemrins. Fame, will foon
proftitute Vertue; and thofe who care mot what others fay,
will thorely arrive to that Impudence of finning, asnot te
care what they themfelves do. Indeed 2 good Name is o
excellent a Blefling, that. thete is but. aae thisg to be pre-
ferred before it; and ‘that is a good Confcience; when thele
gwo ftand, i in competition, Credit muft give place to Dury ;
and in this Cafe, itis far betterto lofe our Repute with Men,
than our Acceptance and Reward with God. It oftentimes fo

‘happens, through the Ignarance and general Corruption of
yetof good Report amongft them. Piety is bur Affe@atis

ha Scandal ;

~ on; Sm&nefs of Life a Pee\l']lﬂl Hypacri€e ; the Crofs 2
| H

Ddankind, . that what is honeft, and pure, and juit, are not -
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“An Expofition tipon

Scandal ; Chrift himfelf a Wine-bibber, a Friend of Publi-
cans and Sinners , his Do&rine Herefie; and -his Miracles
Impoftures : And if thou lighteft upon any fuch freward and
perverfe Cenfurers, as too many fuch there areinall Ages,
who think it frange, as the Apoftle fpeaks, that ye ram wor
with them into the fﬁmie céla}cgf Jf Riot l’m eaking zréit of you ;
feck not b bafe and fi compliange to_redeem their
good ophﬁ{):? but zather glory in- the Teftimoryof their
Railing, and account all their reviling Speeches to be but
fo manyVotes for your Blefledne(s. Mat.5. x1. Bleffed are ye .
wben Mex [Ball revile you,and peifeciie yon; and fpeak il weay-

ner of evil againft .yorflﬂb,ﬁngg Jake> Never covet a good:
Name by bad A@ions: Fot whdt will all the concurring
Applaufe of the whole World fignifie unto thee, if yet thy

_ ‘Confcience condemr thee Jouder than they can extol slge >

~This is but o hdve Mufick at the: Door; When:aH the while

thereiis Chiding & Brawling wichindt is far betterichat others
Thould wourd. thy Credit,than thon thy Conftience:Fhat isa
‘Waund which their‘T'ongwes can:nevar lick-whdle agair: AH

. the Reputation thy Popular Sinning: can ‘bring: thée, ' will be
. bue like hanging Bells at ‘anHorfe’s Ears; when- all the while

Jis-‘Back is'gall'diwith his Burthen.: Whaofoever will be. a
Chriftian, - muft refolve vo ‘ga through bad’ Report; ks -well.
as good ;- he fhould defire the ane,: bie.not anxioufty refufe
theother. And if any will befpatterhim, let him be cares
ful that it be only with their owa Dirr, ‘and dot- with his ;
with their. own -Malice; and not - his Mifcadriages: - And
whilft he thus keeps -his Confcience cléar; hd may bé affue
red that his Credit fhall be cleared up at that day, when ali
their unjuft Reproaches fhall but add a Crown and Diadem
of Glory to his Head. T e
But where a good Name is confiftent withra gaod Confci-
ence, we ought to prize and value it as one of the choifelt
of Ged’s Blelfings in this World, and to ufe all lawful Means
topreferveit: Kor, o .
: Firft,
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. “Firft, This will render a Man :more ferviceable to God 3
and the fitter Inftrument to promote. his Honour and Glory: .
in the World. And therefore the Wife Man, Fcclef. 7. &,
compares a good Name to precious Oimtment ; and in the
Comparifon gives it the preference; for as precious Ointment
diffufeth its fragrancy through the Room where it is pougedy
forth, and affects all that are in it with its delightful Scent 4
fo do Men’s Gifts,when they-are perfum'd with a good Name,

‘delight and attract others, and by a fweet and powerful

Charm allure them to imitate and pra&ife thofe Vertues
which they fee fo recommendable. And therefore we find
it the Apoftle’s Care, a Cor.6. 3. 20 give no offence in any ~
thing, -that the Miniftry might wot be blamed. Though it be
our great Folly to eftimate Men's Counfels by their own Pra-
&ice; fince a difeafed Phyfician may prefcribe a wholefome
Medicine ; . yet foit comes to pafs, whether through the
Curfe .of God, or the Prejudice of Men, that thofe who
have loft their. Credit, have, together with it, loftall oppar-
tunities, and advantages of doing. gotgj_in the World : Let
their Parts be,never?g,ﬂouriﬂling,.an their Gifts ‘never fo
cminent,, yet if ance this dead Ely be gotten into.chis Box
of Ointment, it will corrypt ity and render it. wnfaveury tg
all. ' And the:.Devil thath no fuch Policy .o, make the
Gifts of thofe whom he fears mighs, fhake his. Kingdom. uns
ufeful, as either to tempt them to the commifion of fome
infimous and fcandalous Sin; er to tempt oshers falfly toca-
Jumniate-,.-and ; report. fuch, profligate Crimes concerning
them : For then he knows fuch an one is difarmed, and made

. unferviceable ; and if he can but once blaft the Leaves, -the

Fruit will feldom come to any maturity and perfetion. And
therefore as you defire to. be fexviceable to God in promotin&.
hisGlory ; and tothe World, in promoting their Good an
Benefit; which is the great End of our Being, aud.thconl,x
thing worth living for ; fo endeavour by all wife anddhoneft -
Means, to keep up your good Name. Be good, and.appear.
. ‘ to
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tobeo.: Let your Light (o foine before Men, that they fee-
g your lé;:d ‘Works, may glorific your Father which is im
Hedven, Matth. 5, 16, -

. Secondly, A good Name, as itgives us Advantage of doing
Good"tog'ehers, fo it lays an Obligation upon us of being
good our felves : For if the World be fo kindly miftaken, as
. ¢o report well of us without any Defert, yet this cannot but
‘work upon us, if we haye any Ingenuity, and ingage us to
deferve it 3 fo happily tarn that which was Praife into Mo-
tive. 'Or if they give us but our due Commendation, and
our Vettue juftly challengeth this Fame ; yet ftill itawill en-
gage us to do Things worthy our felves, and Wwortly: that
common Eftimate that Men put upon us, that we may not
fall fhort of what we have been, or what they ftill repute us *
to be. Thisis a laudable Ambition, which fecks by Ver-
tue to maintain that Credit, which by Vertue we have ac:
qtired. -And -doubtlefs when other Arguments have been
baffled by a ‘Temptation, ‘this hath been a Sheet Atichor to
the Soul ; and ‘hath often held it in the greateft Storms,
when the Wind and Waves have beat moft furioully againft
it. ' Showld T confent to thiis Sin, what a Blot and Difhonour
fliould I ‘geto my felf 4 ‘How 'fhould I' be able to Jook good
Men in-the Face again | Would' not this 'Sin -brdnd 'me for
an Hypocrite in their Efteem : Would they ever look upon
me, or receive me with Affection after this Fall# Should I
ot carry the Difgrace, and Scar of this Wound vifibly u
me to -my -Grave ? 'No ; one Sin fhall never ruine all “the
Golnfort; ‘and all the Repute of fo many Years Piety : And -
1 who have beert fo long noted and exemplary for Holinefs,
will not by this one Fact make my felf a {corn to the Wicked,
and a fheme to the Godly ; and by thefe Confiderations,
he rejects ‘o Tempration, that perhaps ran down all other
Cenfiderdtions: before it. But now, a Man of 2 loft and
defperate Credit , fins impudently, without any fuc‘lll Re-
. . raint
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 the Ninth Camuaudment, 63
firaiot ipon him ' He thinks it & but in vaia for him to ab-
ftain from any Wickednefs ; for whether he doth; ‘or ',
People will ftill ‘Believe -him guiley : His credit i fo disfigu-

and his Name {o infamons, rhat he thinks he cannot
be worfe than heis already reported ; and fo .rubs his Fore-
head,-and outfaceth Cenfure, and With a brazem Impuadence:
efnnes , noe how wicked he is, nor how manyknew ‘him. to be
o : ,

_ Thus you have feen how cautious we ought,to hem
mannmmngonrwne@odbhme. - ‘

Bumlnss(hmmmd mqmnes P al{Q to ;prefa've ﬂre:R'epuw,
ndgood Bame ofmhcm, as~WeB,as aar .own, Aad i

 forbids, .

: Fzr#, TheSm dELy }
.. ecowdly, Detmdhommﬂ &ianﬂ"er Lo
ot ﬂwuﬂ_y, 'Bafesﬁoodnq.md mdnthy Fiatta'y. :

Fuﬁ, Thrs Command ptdhnﬂimim A 8in; thatcmm-
,wclmuhunddt itaocher - Wiektians:o shxs Precept: : For
\Starediriamd Fia sedrly arebochroflthmmaex, dzﬂi:nuit ghly t
Mmmzmﬁﬁwmuﬂ:mw. P P D)

Amdfusn: 82 Sm lmg:aml compmhenﬁw: nn; nsb Nature '
-fmz isigeneraland uriverfai- o its Pmdtice:: ﬂWw  thay wall’
mp&m’wwhzhc ﬂoly Bropluk, iz Tnmbb: pmﬂ:bd

frm :ﬁe Emrrb S0 e e N
ﬁrﬂ: T ERRCE ga Falfi

Here Tall ﬁnemyou whar 3 Bxe is: And then the Enumcis-

Hmnonﬁwfseand Aggmvm of tlns uomnm S;m : Z’C’:‘,‘,”Z”
Lo Aug e‘

- ma ALte, ucdtdmg sc*,mm Defisition of ifs ™7de s
4101&1!1313"@&165113-9" sa Untreli, with - gpiment todn-:if;:%z.

ceive,.



64

ctive. .And therefore in a Lie there muft be thefe Three In.

Sredients.

- Firft, There muftbe the fpeaking of an Untruth, - - -

- Secondly, It muft be known to us to be an Untruth, and
a Fallhood. - And, - ' '

. ThirdlyJt muft be with a Will and . Tntent to deceive him

to whom we fpeakit, and to lead him into Errour.. And,
therefore, ‘ -

Firft, Parables, and Figurative Speeches are no Lies ¢ For
neither s to the drift and fcope of them, are they Falthoods ;
nor yet are they fpoken with an intent to deceive, but rather
to inftrutt the Hearers ;. and fo- have neither the Matter, tor
the Form o{ra Lie. The Scripture al:gucnds mtl‘i'thedfi'ea'rro-
pical Expreffions, which, although in the proper fignification
oﬂe Words, they cannot be verified of the Things to
which they are applied ; yet do.very fully agree to them in
their figurative and transferre Senfa:c ‘Thus Fozbam’s Para-

" ble of Zrees chufing izhem: a Kimg, "was ' eptly . accommoda-

ted to that Senfe which he meant, and which thofe that
heard him, well enough tindérftood. And thus our Saviour
Chrift calls himfelf a-Dwor;: fignifying by that Metaphor,
that by him alone wemuft enter 4nto Heaven and Evernal
Life: A Vine; fignifying, that without our Incifion into
him, and fpiritual Union unto him, whereby we derive Grace
from his Plenitude and Fulnefs of Grace ; as the Braathes do
Sap and Juice from :the Stack, we fhall. be caft outas wi-

sthered-and fruitlefs Branches, fit for nothing but to be bur-
.. ned. Innumerable other Mezaphors are every where difperfed

up and down in the Scriptures. And befides Mezaphors,

- the Seripture ufeth Alyperbolies. 1 fhall only inftance in that

. famousone, Fobn 2.x.nlt. Many other.things Fefus did; which

~ .. if they [bould be written everyome, I [uppofe that even she
.. MPorld it felf canld wettomtain the Books that fhosld be wris~
.. vews. This, high Expreflion the Evapgelift ufech only to ex-

aggerate
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aggerate the Number of the Miracles and remarkable Paf-
fages of our Saviour’s Life ; and to fignifie to us, that he did

very many other things,. which ere not upon Record. = -

. And fometimes the Seripture ufeth Iranical Tauots. Thus’

in that hitter Sarcafm of Elijab to the Prieftsof Baal, 1 King,.
18.27. He mock'd them, and faid , Cry aloud ; for be is a
God. Which kinds of [ronical Speeches are fo far from be-
ing -intended to create Errour irf the Minds of Men, or to
confirm them in it, that they are fpoken on purpofe to con--

* vince them of their Errours, and to make them appear to be!

fhameful and ridiculous ; and: therefore are noLies.

_.But here we muft take this Caution'; That in ufing fuch.
Figurative Speeches, we ought {00, circumftantiate them,
that the Hearers may eafily perceive the Drift and Scopeof:
eur Difcourfes ; or at leaft may be affured that we intend
fome othér meaning by them, than what the Wards do pro-
perly, and in themfelves bear. Otherwife, though it may
not be a Lie in us, yet it may be an occafion of Errour and
Miftake in them. T R

Secondly, Every Falthood is not a Lie ; for though it hath
the Matter, .yet it may want the Form and Complement’
to make it fuch : For many times Men do fpeak ancF report.
that which is not true, which yet they themifelves dobelieve
to be true; and fo are rather deceived, than Deceivers; and * Vir bo-
perhapsare far fromany intention_of impofing upon the Cre- o P4
dulity of others*.  Such an one is not fo much to be:accus ber ne
fed of Lying, as of Folly and Rafhnefs, in.feporting that for ™"**

Truth, the Certainty of which is not clear and evidentunto g 5
him. ' C - U . STV amendacs-
. “ " wmdicate

‘..? :; o ;' . o " : . ‘. / .~ ._.:...l;. .i‘\.‘ \“ A \ .'. A’.P'N. d.

. Thirdly, A Man may fpeak tliat which'is true, and yet bc,gudlgk.
a Liayin fo doing: Asin thefetwo Cafes: ., =~ . TA:I;-nf;f:-
NS o c 1ii , 1. Wben.
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: 1. When we report that to be a Truth, ‘which, although
it be fo, yet we believe it to be ‘a Fallhpod, and report it
with an intent to deceive thofe that hearus:-Ory, e

* 2.When we report the Figurative Words of another,leaving.
out thofe Circumftances which might make them appear to
be Figurative. And therefore, Marth.26. 60. They are cal-
Jed falle Witneffes, which came in againft Chrift, and tefti-

. fied, that he faid, he was able to deftroy the Temple of God,

and to build it inthree days.  In which, though there were .
many Falfifications of the Words of our Saviour ; yet had:
they reported the very Words that he fpake, they had ne-
vertheles been falfe Witnefles; becaufe by their Teftimony
they wrefted them to another Senfe than what Chrift inten~
ded by them ; for certainly heisa Liar,” who reports my
Words with a purpofe to beget a w'roniaCoﬁﬁru&ion of:
them, as much as he who reports me to have fpoken what

I never faid, "~ ' e

* Fourthly, Tt is no Lie to conceal part of the-Truth,” when*
it not expedientor neceffary to be known. Tlius, T Sam.16.
2. God himfelf inftrués Samuel, when he fent him to amoins
David Xing over Mrael, that he thould anfwer, be came to fa-
crifice unro the Lord ; which was Truth, and one End of

-+ his goinginto Bethlebem, though he had alfo andther ; which.

he prudently concealed. o L B
" Fifthly, AMan may act contrary. to what he before faid,

~if the Circumftances of the Thing be altered, ‘withéat being

guilty of Lying. We have: frequent Example of this'in the

‘Scripture.” ‘Thus, Gen. 19. 2. The Angels telt Loz, that

they would ot come into his Houfe ; but would abide in “the

o Street all night ; yet upon his Importunity and earneft In-

. Chrift fhould wafh his Feet. E'fo/m 13. 3. Thou fbalt wever

tréaties,” they went in with bim. - Andthus St. Péter, with
fome - heat and vehemency of his Humility, refufed that

0,
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the Minth Commandment

my Peet: But when he was inftruQed in the fig-
mificancy of this Condefeenfiop of ourSaviour, not paly
permits, but intreats himto d¢ it.  So likqwife in all things
of fucha nature, we may lawfully change our. Wards, upon
the change of our Minds ; and u the inducement of
fome Cirtumftances that were not known or confidered by
us, wemay without the imputation of Lying, do otherwife

than we before refo{ved and declared : But this muft be heed-

fully cautioned:
. Firf#t, That the Acions be not fuch as we are bound te
perform by Divine Precept, Nor, .

Secondly, Such as we have bound our felves untoby the

‘voluntary Obligation of 2 Vow made unto, God. ; Nor, -

Thirdly, Such as our not doing them, or doing otherwife
than we have promifed, fhould be hurtful or prejudicial un-
to others : For if I have promifed another that which is be-
neficial unto him, howeverI may change t:‘y Opinion ; - yet
I muft not change my Purpofe, but unlefs he will releafe
me, or hath forfeited the Benefit of my Promife, by failing
in the Conditions of it, I ftand engaged to perform what I

have plighted unto him.

And thys you fee what 2 Lié is ,. and what is not a Lxe
‘The Summ of all I fhall contract into this Defeription of it
A Lieis a Falfhood , either real , or fuppofed fo by us, fpo-

'ken purpofely, and with an intention to deceive another.

And therefore neither Falthoods, nor thought to be fo, nor
Figurative Speeches, nor Truth partly concealed, nor the
change of our Mind and Purpofes, upon the changing and
alteration of Circumftances, can be chargeable with tha¢

fcul and fcandalous Sin of Lying,

 Now Lies are ufwally diftinguifhed into Three Kinds: . .
‘The Jocular, S .
Officious, and,
Pernicious Li¢.

-

Tl Firff,

6
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L qn €ppolition upon |
- Firf}, There isa Jocular Lie; a Lie framed:to excite Mirth
‘and Laugliter, and deceive'the Hearer, only to pleafe and
-divert him. - This, though it may feem very ‘harmlefs, to
‘deceive Men int6 Mirth and Recreation; yet Truth is fuch
an awful and fevere thing, that it ought not to be contra-
dited ; no,not inJeft : And God reckons itup as a Sio,
‘againft the Ifraelires, Hofea 7.3, That they made she King

.

and Princes glad; ormerry, with their Lies. '

- Secondly, There is an officious Lie ; which is told forano~
ther’s Benefit and Advantage ; and feems to make an abua-
“dant Compenfation for its Falthood, by its Ufe and Profit : .
"But yet neither ¢an this excufe it from being a Sin; for fince
‘a Lie is intrinfically evil in it felf, let the Advantage that
accrues by it, be never fo great, we ought not to thelter
-either our felves, or others under that rotten Refuge. That
‘ftated Maxim holds univerfally true in all-Cafes, e oxghe
‘wot to do evil, that geod may come thereof. And therefore,
although thine own Lite, ‘or thy Neighbour’s depends upon:
it; yea, put cafe it were not only to fave his Life, but to fave
his Soul, couldft thou by this means moft ‘eminently ad-
vance the Glory of God, or the general Good and Welfare of
the Church; yet thou oughteft not to tel theleaft Lie to
promote thefe great and blefled Ends. This the Apoftletakes
“tor granted, Rom. 3. 7. Which Place, becaufe it may feem at
firft glance, fomewhat obfcure, I fhall ‘briefly expound wnto
"yow. - If the Truth of God hath more abounded through my
Lie unto his Glory, why yet am [ alfo judged as a Sinwer > The
Words, as they lye, feem to be favourable to fuch a benefi-
“cial Lie : But if we-confider the Scope and Dirift of them,
we fhall fee that they clearly condemn ir.. For the Apoftle
had in the foregoing Verfes taughe, that the Uarighteoufnefs
and Sins of Men did oceafionally conduce to thie Manifefta-
tion of the Juftice and Veracity of God, in fulfilling his
Threatnings upon them; againft this Pofition, he raifeth an
. - o o Objection;
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- bour ; which is tlie worft, and the molt ticinous fort of a";k
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the Ninth Comunandiment,
Obje&tion-: Perfe 5. If the Unrighteoufnefs of Men' com-

_ mend, and illuftrate the Righteoufnefs of God ;. How then

can God be juft, in taking Vengeance on thofe Sins by which
- he is glorified ? ‘To this the Apoftle anfwers twa Ways."

Firft, He abhors the Confequence, Per/e 6. God fortid,
that we fhould think him unjuft, becaufe he punifheththefe
Sins, which accidentally ferve for the Manifcftation of his

_ Glery.' For if God were unjuft, how then fhould he judge
- the World. , ‘

. Secondly, He anfwers by pmtinéa like Cafe, and givihga
like Inltance, Vesfe 7. If the Truth of God hath more aboun-
ded through my Lie, why yet am I judged as a Sinner > As

- if he fhould fay ; by the like Reafon, as you infer, that it

would be unrightcous in God to punith thofe, who are the
occafion of fo much Glory to him through their Sins; by
the like I might infer, thatif by my Lie T might glorifie
God, I were not to be accounted a Sinmer for Lying. But
this, faith he, Perfe 8. is a moft wicked  Confequence, and
fuch as would juftific the Slanders of thofe, who report that
we affirm it lawful, 7o do Evil that Good miy com>, whof?
Damnation is just: That is, it is juft with God to damn

é9

thofe, who flander us with fuch a grofs Untruth ; and it is

jult with God to damn thote, who hold fo wicked and de-
ftructive a Docrine. So that you fee nothing could be
“more exprefly fpoken again{t thele officious Lies, than what
- the Apoftle here produceth in this Place. He aflerts in the
‘general, That we mult not do Evil that Good may came
thereof ; and he inftanceth ia particular, that we maft n.¢
lic, although the Glory of God may be promoted by it.

_ Thirdly, 'There is 2 malicious and pernicieus Lie, a Lic

devifed on purpofe for the Hurt and Dammage of my Nzigh~
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and hath nothing that might excufe or extenuateit. Jt
fhews an Heart brim-full of the Bitternefs of Malice, when

this Paffion works out at the Mouthin flanderous Reports,’
and falfe Accufations. All Lies are in themfelves finful ;

-

but this the vileft, and moft abominable of all.

. Py V ) -
Now for the Aggravations of this Sin, Confider,

Firf?, It isa Sin that makes you motft like unto the Devil.
The Devil is a Spirit, and therefore grofs carnal Sins cannot
correfpond unto his Nature : His Sins are more refin’'d, and
intelle@ual; fuch as are Pride, and Malice, Deceit, and

‘Falthood. #obu 8. 44. He is a Liar, and the Father of ir.

And the more of Malice goes into the Coempofition of any
Lie, the more nearly it refembles him. This is the Firft-
born of the Devil ; the beginning of his Strength; for by
Lies he prevailed over wretched Man ; and therefore is his
Darling and Beloved Sin, and the greateft Inftrument of pro-
moting his Kingdom. ’Tis that which, in his own Mouth,
ruined all Mankind in the Grofs; when he falfly fuggefted
to our firft Parents, that they fhould be as Gods, and that
which he flill puts into the Hearts and Mouths of others, to

“ruine and deftroy their Souls, and the Souls of others, 4&s

5. 3. Why hath Satan filled thine Feart to lie unto the Holy
Ghoftt When be [peaketh a Lie, he [peaketh of bis own,
faith our Saviour: And certainly when we fpeak a Lie, we
repeat only what he prompts and dictates to us. ‘Thou ne-
ver lieft, but thou fpeakeft aloud what the Devil whifpered

doftly tothee. The Old Serpent lies folded round in thy
-Heart , and we may hear him hiffing in thy Voice: And

therefore when God fummoned all his Heavenly Attendance

. about him; and demanded who would perfuade Ahaé to go

up, and fall at Ramoth-Gilead, an Evil Spirit, that had crow-
ed in among(t them, fteps forth, and undertakes the Of-

fice, as his moft natural Employment, and that wherein he -

moft
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i moft of all delighted, 1 Xings 22. 22. Twill go forth, and ‘

be a lying Spirit-in the Mouth of all his Prophers. Every

Lie thow telleft , confider that the Devil fits upon thy

i Tongue, breaths Falthood into thine Heart, and forms the °
' Words and Accents into Deceit. -

Secondly, Confider, That it is a Sin moft contrary to the .

Dature of God, who is Truth it felf; a Sin that he hates
and abominates. Prov. 6. 17. Thefe fix things doth the
Lord hate 3 yea, [even are an abomination unto bim ; a preud:
m? - Look, a lying-Tongue, &c. And, Prov. r2.32. Lying Lips:
id are an abomination unto the Lord. And therefore we have:
; ‘fo many exprefs Commands given us againft this Sin. Lew..
g 19. 11. 1¢ fkall not deal falfly, nor lie one to another. Col..
if 3. 9. Lic not onc to another. Eph. 4. 25. Wherefore putting;
. away Lying, [peak every Man Iruth to his Neighbour.

. Thirdly, Confider, That it is a Sin that gives in a fearful
Evidence againft us, that we belong to the Devil, and are
his Chitdren: For he is the Father of Lies, and of Liars ::

- God’s. Children will imitate  their heavenly Father in: hig- ~
Yruth and Veracity. And itisa'Vvery, abfervable Place, Jfa.
63. 8. Surely, faith God, they are my People, Children. that
izl not lie 3, fo be was their Saviour..

Fourthly, Confider, how dreadfidly God hath threatned it
with eternal Death ; fcarce any one Sin miore.exprefly and:
particularly. Reviax.ule. ‘Without; even in outer. durkaefs,
are Dogs, and Murtherers ; and Idelaters,, asd whatfoever:
Joveth, or makethatse. - - o .
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.~ Fifthly; A Lie thewethi a moft degenerousiand cowardly

. Fear of Men, and a moft daringContempt of the greatGod:
. $vhofoever lies, doth it out of 2 bafe and fordid fear, left:
fome Evil and Inconveniency thould come uato .himcbly de~
Y _ aring;
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”;”- 2.c. claring the Truth. And this Monzaigwe,in his Efays, gives
‘ as the Reafon why the Imputation of Lying is the mott re-.
proachful Igrominy that one Mancan lay upon another ; and
that which moft paffionately. moves them to Revenge ; be-
caufe, faith he, ro0 fay a Man lieth, is tofay, that he i aada~
cious towards God, and a Coward towards Men.

Sixthly, Mankind generally accounts itthe moft infamous
and reproachful Sin of all others : A Liar lofeth all Credit
and Reputation amongft Men ; and he who hath made him.
felf fcandalous by Lying, is not belicved when he fpeak
Truth. Yea, it is fo odious and foul a Sin, that we find it
generally efteemed worfe than any other Sin ; and the avoi-
‘ding of this, thought a good Excufe for the commiffion of
others: For when Men are moved with fome violent Paffion,
they oftentimes refolve to do fuch things, which, when their
Paffion is allayed, they muft look upon as grievous Sins ;
yet rather than be falfe to their Word, and fo cenfured for

N Lying, they will venture to perpetrate. Thus Herod, for
‘ his Oath’s fake, beheaded Fobn the Baprif. And the com-
mon Excufe for rath and unwarantable A&ions, is, 7 faid I -
 would do thus, or thus ; and therefore I thought my felf bound
in Honour todo it. ' S

Seventhly, It is a Sin that God will dete&, and expofeth
thofc who are guilty of it, to Shame and Contempt. Prov.
12.19. Lying Lips. are but for a momemt. And when
they are found -out, as ufually they are, - by their own For~

etfulnefs, 'and the interfering of.their own Speeches, how
thameful will their Sin be to them? And the only Reward
they fhall have for it is, that -thofe who have accuftomed
themfelves to Lying; fhall not be believed whien_they fpeak
Truth. L Co S
"~ Thus much- concerning that heinous and odious Sin of

Lying.
A 'There
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The Ninth. Commantynent. 2
- There remains two other Violations of this. Command-
men 't : The eneis, by Slander and Detraction; the other,
by bafe Flattery and Sqothing: And both thefe may re-
fpeck either our felves, or others. T fhall firft fpegk of that
common Sin of Slander and detradion, ;. 3 Sip.that is reign-
ing and trimphant in this our Age: .And if ¥ thould like-
wile fay in this Place, Ithink I fhould not myfeJf e guilty,
of it by that cenfure. Indeed Slander and Detraltion fcém
fomewhat to differ ; For Slander properly-is a-falfe Imputa-
tion of Vice; but Detraction is a cauflefs, diminifhing Re-
port of Vertue. :The one tradyceth., us tq te-what indeed
we are not ; the other leflens what we'rcally ase ; and both

-are highly injurious to our good Name .andReputation, the

beft and deareft of all ourcarthly Poffedions,. . .,

- When a2 'Man’s Life and AQions are fo blamelefs and” ex-
emplary,. thatieven Malice it felf is alham’d to vent its Ve-
nom by bafeStanders;_left jt {hould appear to be Malice,
and tHe Reproach fhould light ratlier upen the Reporters,
than him whom they feck to defame ; then it betakes it felf
to .thofe" little fly Arts of nibling at the Edges of a Man’s
Credit', and clipping.away. the-Borders.af his good Name,
that it may not, pafs fo cursent in the, World as beforé. Thus,
when any.are fo juft as to give others their dué comimenda-
tion either for. Learning,- or Wifdom, or.Picty, or'and other
| f Nature,, you"fhall have
thofe who lic in‘wait to cup off other Men's Effeern, if they
fee it fo ftrongly forrified by. ther Confpicuoufnefs of it, and
the general Vote of, the Werld, that they ‘date not attack
thewhole, then they lurkingly affault part of it ; dnd wliag
they cannot altogether deny, they. wﬂfie’ndeavour to dimi-
niths *Tistrue, Jucha Mapisy as you [ay, Leéarned and Knowie . -, .-

ing'y bus.afithaly Jorknewing, aspo knawytBis ton. " Fle &S wife, s s <.
5.5 b wifdom.is- rather, ppl;‘;;qk;,.apa?.géﬁ}gz‘f;’;; inda ?{{S e
Defigns are byafS’d with Seif-Ends.  He Is charitablé ‘;‘;Z/;'L‘ b
Charity feems too” indifcrest ; or 1{ Such if you didnot pri:
- Kkk vt thiim
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claim bis good Works, be bimfelf would. . Fit i pious and de-
vout itm‘egea{,' poor - Maw, after his Way, and. according 10 bis
Knowledge. 'Thus by thefe blind Hiats, they endeavour ei-
ther toénd, or tomake 2 Flaw in another Man’s Repute ;
well knowing'that 2 ¢rack’d Name, hikes erssl'd Bell; will
not found Half fo cfear and foud ia;th;:: Ears.of the World; as,

elfeit m(ght; -' ‘.x)' u, v . | '
~ Thusiyou fee what Slaiders and Detracions are. Now, -

et o ' . .
Firff, A"Mdn mdy be # Self-Slanderer, and ¢.Self-De-
. traéler ; and fuch aré thofe who traduce and defame them~
felves, and cither affurne to themfelves thofe Wickedniefles
they have not committed; or blameably condeal thofe Gifts
and Excelleficies they are endowed witls, wlren they are cal-
led to difcover them for the Glory of God, and the publick
Godod. Sonmre flandet themfelves out of Irdpe-of .Reward ;.
when they fuppofe the Crimes they boaft of, may be ac-
cepted as Services, by others. Thus, when.. Seal had flaior
himfelf, an Amaletite .fallly reports to Dawid that he had:
flaint hirn, hoping to obtain a’ Réward from bim-for. difpat-
ching his Entemy. Sometimes Mett impioufly boafk. of thefe
- Sinswhich they never did, thefy aever durft ¢commit, meer-
Iy out.of a braving Humour of Vain-glory, and thatiamong
tlieir debauch’d Companions they miglic gain the.reputation
of vallanit dnd daring Sinners: -~ Others falfly accufe them«
felves of thofe Sins-of which they were never guiky, out of
3 defpairing and dejelted Spirit. Fhus many: apoot Soul that
hath labouredundet fevere Conviions,begins firft to donbe,
... .. and then to conclude that lie hetli certainly committed the
‘g o unpardonable Sin aggint the Holy Ghofty & im-extreme ane-
ey boe- guith & horw‘urcriesGui['ﬁ,&coﬂfefkthf the IndiGmeat that
g—f‘.';f“xs fallly drawn up againfthim by the Calomnyof the Devil,
5. and his 'own black Fearsard Melancholy, Sometimas Men:
La c.7. detra@ from themfelves out of a: Jying end' diffsmbled Hu.
. ~ , mility ;.
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the Rinth Conunammuent
mility ; making thiskind of DerrsCtion naly: 2 B4it for Com-
mendation ; as knowing the Ball will nebound pack the far-
_ther to them, the harder they ftrike it from them. This is

ufually an Arrifice of proud and -"cm?adt Perfons; and thofe
ra

who cannot endure to be contradidked in aay thing elfe,
-would be very loth you fhould yield 1o them ia this. And
Jaftly, Others detra@ from themfeclves out of a too bafhful
Modefty , or to avoid fome troublefome and- unpleafing
Employments which they are alled uato.. Thus we find
AMofes, Exod. 4. 19. making many Excules , that he was not

_ elogment, but of flow au&ae, and a' flow Speech; and all be-

caufe he was loth tou akie that dificult and dangerons
.Charge of bringing out the Chidren of Jfrac! fram the Boa-
dage of £gypt. - All thefe Kinds of Self-Slander and Detra-

73

Gionareevil, and fome of them moft vile asd abominable.

another, wronging him unjuftly in his Fameand Reputation:
which we ought tenderly to prelerve and cherifh. - God and
Natore have intrufted us ‘mutwally with each other’s good
Name. . Thy Brother’s Credit is put as-a. precious :Depofitum
inw thy hands; and if thow wickedly levitheft it ont, by
{preading falfe Rumours of him, or carvelefly -keepef} it, by
fuffering other to do fo, when it: is lin- thy power o juftifie
him, know affuredly that it will be ftrictly required of thee:
For:in thisrefpect every Man is his Brogher's;:Keeper-

ST AURNEEEIFEE TR I TR RN SRS s

-3 Mow this Slandering of others, fay. sbe fither in Judical
Proeefs, or clfe in common and ordinaryCenverfe. - =~ -

perly Falfe witwefing: When thou rifelt up againft thy
Brother in Judgmemt, and acceftefl that which, thou know-
wht-to be fille and forged; or which tliou art not moft infsl-
libly affored o betrue: And tl}tisk;Sinis,thc morg hc_inouj
— ' K kk.2 an

 Firft, In Judiciat Procefs ; and then it is eruly and pro-

" Secondly , There'is & flanderisg of , a0d_desraing from
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and dreadful ; upon xhe accdiine: of two aggrivating Cire

cumftances thatattendit. | ¢+ = ene s

. .Firft, Since ufually: all A&ioris in Law and Judgment.,
concern either the Perfon, ‘orthe Eftate of thy Brother, by a
Falfe Witnefs thou not only: wrongeft hirn in his Name and
Reputatidd, butin ene.of thefe ;' and foart:not onky?a Slan-
derer, but a'Thief or Murtherer. Prov.11. 9. An. Fypicrite
wirh bis mouth deffroyeth his Neightour. - And by fomuchthe
more odious is thy Crime, ‘in that thou perverteft the Law,
which was intended 1o’ beia . Fence and-Safeguard to every
Wian's Property, and turneft it againft it felf, ‘making it the
Tnftrument of thy Injuftice ‘andi Cruelty.: ‘The Plamift,

~-Pfal. 2. 2." compares Doeg’s mulicioss Tongue to a fparp

Razor 3 and certainly-when thow giveft a falfe Teftimony a-
gainft thy Brother, thy Tongue isa ﬂ:mrp Razor, and it not
‘only wounds: his Credit, mit>cutd his Fhrdak. , .. -

. S e o ‘4'1“:‘4'.1":' fi‘ﬁf G Lo

i oread sl ir AT
' Secondly; Since ufuallyall Judicial Proceedivgs exa&from

the Witnelles “a “trentendous Oath -folémiily: taken by:-the

Name of the great:God of Heaven. ;i ta_give ina falfe Tefit-
¥nony, is notonly: to be guilry of Slander; but.of Perjiry: too.
Yeaiand let headd one thiog more to make! it 2 moftaccy-
‘mulate ‘Wickednefs; fuch-a »falfe Tefimony.'is pat.only
Slander-and Perjury ; butit is-Blafphemy too’:: For what elfe
is it bue to bring the moft holy. God, who is eternal Truth,
to-confirm a Falthood,and a Lie» What can be an higher Af-
#ont to his moft Sacred Majelty than this: kér a fyorn Wit-
nefs is therefore accepted, becaunfe he brings God .in to be
Witnefs too. And wilt.not thou tremble, O Wretch, to cite
God to appear a Witnefs to that, whicha Thoufand Witneffes
within thee; (I mean thy own Confcieiice,)do all depofe to

~ be falfe and forged ; and fo to transfes thy Injultice , and

“Rapine, and bloudy Murther upon him, and fhelter them
-adl under thie thadow of his Veracity and Faithfulnefs?-
3 , : Yon
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the Rinth Commandment.

You fee then how horrid an Impiety this is. And yet how
common, not only thofe who by this wicked Means fuffer
wrong, but others , who are converfant in fuch judiciary
“Trials, do too truly report. May it pleafe God to put it in-
to the hearts of our Rylers to ena&t more fevere and rigo-
rous Laws againft thofc who are- found guilty of it. . It is
fad to think, that wher¢as a Thicf fhall be adjudged to Death
for ftealing fome petty inconfiderable Matter, and perhaps

too for the relicf of his prefling Necefities ; yet two Villaing-

that have confpired togcther, by falfe Accufations, and pere
jured Teftimonies, to take away a Man’s whale Eftate, or
‘pofTibly liis Life, fliould for thefe far greater. Crimes, Jbe. fene
tenced to fo eafi¢ a Punilhment, that. only Shame. and Re.
proach make up the feverelt part of it.  Certainly , me-
thinks, it were but juflt that the leaft -they thould fuffer

fHould be a retaliation of their intended Mifchiefs ; and that
the farhe thiey defign'd againft’ thei - Brother, fhould. be ig- -
flicted upon themfelves, whether it be lofs.of Life,. or lofs of:

Gosds and ‘Eftare.’ . It'is it 3Vl Equity. that the Complotters
and Attificers of Mifchief, .fhould perifhi by their own Craft.

_And if this- Rigour and whollome Severity. were but once -
ufed, we'théuld not have fo'many Ogths fet out.to hire;: ner-

7r

‘would any fmake it ‘a’ Tradeto be a Witnefs;.but Innocency =

‘would'be fecured under tlie Protectiod of the Laws, and thic

Laws.themfelves be innocent of the Ruine. of many Hun<

dreds, ' who'by. this Meaos fall into.the Snares of ungodly.

‘Meén. OF this one thing Fam fure, That, God lﬁmrdf.thpyggt;: ‘
[

it & thoft equitable Lawt, When, hé_ this provided, for £
Sifety of ‘his People Jfrael, | D?“f;.l'9"'-fl.3, X9,20. If the
Witnef§ bt a falle Witnefs, and teftilie falfly .againit.bis Bros

ther, thén fball you do unto him as be had thought to da unte -
'his Brother:' So fhalt thou put away. the Evil from ampng you ; ;
and thefe who remain. fhall heary and fear, and fbad .bevcer -

fortB commir wo mare any fxch exil among you, .

ML

7 Secandly,,
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Secondly, “There is a flandering of others in our common
am} ordinary Converfe. " 'And this is done two Ways;

First, Openly and avowedly, in their Prefence, and to
their Faces. And<hat is alfo two-fold. .

- Either by reviling and railing Speeches. ~And thus Sbime:
bark’d at David, 2 Sam. 16, 7. Come out, thou loody Man,

“.and thou Man of Relial. And I with that our Streets and

‘Houfes did not, to their great Difgrace and Reproach, eccho
with fuch Clamours ; and that too mary did not rake toge-
ther all the dirty Expreflions theirt Wit and Malice will ferve
them to invent, only to throw into one anothers Faces.
A Sin, whichas it is fordid and bafe in it felf, fo it chiefly
reigns among thofe who are of a mean Condition. But
wherefoever it be found, it isa Difparagement to Humane

Nature, ‘2 Sin -againft Civil Society, and argues Men guilty

“of much Folty and Brutifhnefs; and { am fure, is a Trank

greffion of that exprefs Comntand of the Apoftle, Eph. 4.
31, 32. Let all Bitternefs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Cla-
mour , and Evil-{peaking , be put away from you, with a¥
Malice; and be ye kind one to another, tender “hearted, for-
giving ome another, ‘even as God for' Chriff’s fake hath Jor-
Zivemyou, G- o o
* Bucthen-there is another way of open, avowed™ Slander,
and ¢hat is by gftct Taunts, and farcatical Scofls., And
thisis’ afinlly 4 ?f.\;p;!auded Sin" among the ‘more refined
fort of Men; wiio take a*Pritle and Glory id. gxpofin ‘others,
and making them'riliculous ; thinking their own Wit ne-
ver laoks fo'beautiful, .as when it s died in others Blufhes.
But this isa moft' fcurrilous, and offenfive’ way, whereif
certainty hehaththe moft Advantage, not who hath m
Wit, ‘bot that hath leaft Modefty.  Thefe kind of Taua-
tings, are fometimes*fuch as the Apoftle calls cruel Mockings;

- and reckons them up as one part of thofe Perfecutions the

Primitive
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Primitive Chriftiams indured, /4. x3. 36, Ovbers bad Friak

of erael Mockings. . . . . :

As Nero, for his barbarous Sport, wrappd up the Chri-
ftians in Beafts Skins ; and then fet Dogs to worry them:.
So thefe difguife their Brethren into falfe and antick Shapes ;
and ther: fall upon them, and bait them, - ‘

Secordly, There is a more fecret and fly conveyance of
Slander ; and that is, by back-biting, whifpering, and car-
rying upand down of Tales, like thofe Lufie Tongues, Fer.
20.10. that would fain find, or make themfelves fome Em-

ent;- faying, Report, awd we will repert: And fo a:
falfe and flanderous Rumour fhall, hke the River Nilus,
fpread over the whole Land, and yet the Head of it be ne-
ver knownt ;- it fhall pafs on to the indclible Blot and Infa--
my of thy Neightour , and the firft Aucher of it lie hid,and:
eoncealed in the Croud, as fome Fifhes walk in. the Mud,

which they themfelves have ftirred. Againft this fort of

Men, Solomen, in his Book of Proverds, is very fevere ; and:

. thereis no one Wickednefs, which that excellens Compen--

diutiy of Wifdem and Morality, doth. mare inveigh againtt,.
thuan this of whifpering about another Man’s Difgrace, Proe.
x6. 8. The Words. of a Tale-bearer are as Wounds, they go-
down into the inmofl Parts of the Belly, And this he repeats.
agmn, Chap. 26.%3. intimating to us, that the Wound fuch.
a Tongue mmakds, i3 deep, but yet hid and fecrer, and there-
fore the moteincurable. And: Prov. 16. 28. . A4 Whifperer:
Jeparates chief Friends. - He isasit were the Devil's Truch~
man; and Taterpreter between them both 3 and:goes to.one;.
and buzzerh in his Esr what fuch- an one faid: of him, al-

thegly perhaps it be altogether falfe ; and- wherr lie : hath: by~

this means g6t forre angry .and cholerick. Speeches: from
him, ‘goes and reports them back. to the' ocher ; and fo by
his wicked Breath blows.up the Coali of Strife and Diffention:
between them. And therefore the Wife Man tells. us, Prov,
- o 26:..

*
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26, 20.-Wkere: wo Wood is, tbe Fire goecth out 3 :[o where
there is wo Tale-bearer, the Strife ceafeth. - The Apoftle

‘equtionsthe Corinthians againfls this Sin, 2 Cerinth.12. 2q.

1 feaz, left when I come, I fhatl not find you fuch as I would,
beft there be among yom Debates, Exvyings, .Strifes, Back-
bitings, Whifperings, Tumults ;. and he reckons.it upam

the black Catalogue of thofe Crimes, for the which God
gaveup the Heathen to.areprobate Mind, to dothings which

are not vonvenient; being flled with all Unrighteounefs, full
of Envy, Murder , 'D:fate,c Deceit, Malignity, Whifperers,
Back-biters, Defpightful, frventers of . Fuvil Things, Rom,
1. 29. 30. Now one of thechief Artifices of this fort of Men,
ds 'to talumniate ftrenuouifly, according to that old Maxim

- of the Devil; Calwmniare fortiter , & aliquid adberebit,

Slander ftoutly, and fomewhat will ftick behind :. Forthough
the Wound may poffibly‘be’healed,: yet the Scar will ftill re-
main, and be a Blemifh to a2 Man's Reputation as’ long as
helivess,. - . L . .
- But then again there is another kind of Slander and De-
traction ; and thatis, whena Man divulgeth thofe Imper-
feQions and Faules, which are truly in his Neighbour, with-
cut being called, or neceflitated to doit: For fometimes
Truth it felf may be 2 Slander, whean it is fpoken with an

~evil Defign tothe Hurt and Prejudice of another. Indeed if

thou be duly called ta witnefs in Judgment;: or if it be in thy
own Defence and Viadication ; when if thou.deft not difco-
ver him that is guilty,thou thy felf mayeft be fuppefed to be

- the Perfon ; or if the Crime be fuch, as ought: not to efcape

" anpunifhed ; _or if ,he remaio contumacious after more pri-

vate Admonition ; in which:Cafe, our Savioyr commands
us to tell the Ghurch ;. ar, laftly,-when.it iis; for the. Safety

_and Security of ahother, who might elfe;be wranged, fhould

ave conceal from him the Mifchiefs,. which others intend
him : In thefe Cafes, it i’ both lawful and expedient to make
known the Faults of thy Brother. But then be fure that thoy

do
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do it, not with any fecret Delight and Exultation, that thou )
hatt his Credit to trample upon, to raife thine own the
higher ; but with that true Grief and Sorrow of Heart, that

evince to all the World, that nothing but. Confcience,
and a Senfe of thy Duty, inforced thee to publifh
his Shame, which thou fhouldeft be willing to hide at the
price of any thimg=but Sin, and. thine own Shame. But
alas, it is ftrange . to confider. the Deptavity of our Nature,
how we.delight in other Men’s Sins, and are fecretly glad
when their Mifcarriages give us an occalion to reproach and
difgrace them. How many are’big with fuch Stuff} and go
in pain till they have disburderiéd themfelves idto the Ears of
others{ And fome are fuch ill Diffemblets of their Joy, ‘that
they do it with open Scorn and Irrifion. * Others are more
artificially malicious, and with a deep Sigh, and a down-
caft Look, and a whining Voice, and an affeted Slownefs,
whifper to one ; Alas, Did you not hear of fucha grofs Mif-
carriage by fuch an one ? And then whifper the fame thing
to another, and a third ; and when “they . have made it as
publick as they can, hypocritically defire every one to keep
it fecret ; for that they would be loath their Neighbour
thould come to any Difgrace and Treuble'aboutit. Believe
it, Sirs, this, though the Matter you report be never fo true,
is nothing elfe but Slander ; becaufe it 1s done to no good
gnd, but only to feed your ewn Malice ; and, like Flies, to
lie fucking the gall'd Backs and Sores of others. “And there-
fore we find that Doeg, though he told nothimg”but the
Truth, t Sam, 21.'9, 10. Yeéthe is by David challenged s
a Lyar and Slanderer, Pfal 52. = .70 .
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'Firft, Some brief Rules and Direfions, which thirongh

. the Grace of God, may bt ferviceable to keep you from this
- common Sin. And then,

* Secondly; Shew you how you 'oughi to demean yourfelves.
under the Lafh of other Men's flanderous Tongues. -

Firft, T thou wouldlt keep ehy ff frofi Deifiga Standes
rer of others, addiét not thy flf Violently- to driy one Party,
or Perfuafion of Men. * For part-takitg will beget Prejudice,
and Prejudice js the Jaundies of ‘the Soul, which reprefents.
other Men, and therr, Actipps, In‘he Colour which ouf ower
Difeale puts wpon' ‘them. "And thdeed ; we have all ‘gene.
rally fiicl a goed Conkceit of dur ‘felves, that ir'is4 very hatd
and difficult. Matter, to have a good efteem for otbers, who-
are not of our Judgment, and of our Way. And thismakes.
us firlt very willing to hear fome Evil of Yhem :‘For becaufe
we' think that 'what we do'is good, we canhbt cordially
think them good, who do 1ot jidge and a&t as‘we vur felves,
do ; and fo our Minds are prepared'to entertain. Reports a-
gainft them from ofhers, and thén to fpread them abroad:
our fetves. - And I carinot but ithpute to this the great Un.
charitablégefs of our 'Ddys, wherein ‘Love and Brotherly
Kindnefs Tye musthered under the Violence ol <hfferent Per
fuafons, apd different Modes, add divers Ways of worfhip-
ping one and’ the Yame God, 4nd our Lord" Jefus Chrifk.
Hence g}l thofe Jying Ruinbors, and ‘lying- Wonders, ‘that
‘one Party invents to béat down tlte other. - ‘Orie Party - re-.
‘ports the other to be all profine,: and'fuperflitious ; and the -
other reports its Oppofite to" be' il hypocfitical ‘#nd Fdi--
tions, and both fuffer from- each others invenomed Tangues ; .

‘and between both, Truth fuffers, amd Charry - th, .

and is utterly loft. For Shame, O.Chriftians!: Is this the-
way to promote God’s Caufe, or Chrifl’s Kingdam >  Doth .

He or k ftand‘in’ need of yout Lies? WHI :Jéu 'fvéati wick-

~edly for Gody and talk deceitfully for him?: Shall his: Ho-

nour,

e - N e a
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the 2l Capmyhment
sour be maintained by the Devils Inventians >y I.fhall nag
{peak partially ; but whereloever the Fault lies, there lot
this Cenfure fall ; That it is certainly a very firong Pre-
fumption of a very weak and bad €aufe, when the Refuge

" gnd Support of it are Lies -

. Secondly, 1f thou wouldeft nat begpilty of Slander, be nat
bufie in-other Men's Affairs ; keep thing Eyes within doors,
and thy Thoughts at home; enquire not what others fay,
nor what others do ; but look to"t%ine own Affairs,and guide
them with difcretion: Thou haft work enough at -home,
within thine own Heart, and in thine own Houfe ; and if

thou art careful to manage that wel, thau wilt fcarce have’

either Time or Inclination to receive or divulge bad Re-
ports of others :  And therefore the Apoftle joyns Idlenefs,

- Pragmaticalaefs,and Tatling together.1 7im.5.13 . Theylearn to
be idlewendering about from Houfe ta Houfe; and not only ldle,

8

but Tatlersalfo, and bufie Bedies, [peaking Things which they

ought wot. ‘Fhey are idle, and yet bufie-Bodies ; very idly
bufie ; who, becaufe they care nat to employ their Hands,
fet their Tongues on work, and fuffer them to walk tbrough
the World, abufing and lathing every one they meet. A

"true Defcription of a company of giddy Fiies in our times,

that are always roving from Houfe to Houfe, and skipping
about, now to this Man’s Ear, and by and by to that, and
buhz'z:ting Reports of what Ill they have heard, or obferved of
-others. : . b , .

ﬁirdl), ‘Take another Rule; ‘I'.f{héu'ﬁvouldcﬁ not be guils
ty of Slander, be frequent in refle®ing upon thine own Mif-
carriages, or thy Pronenefs to fall into the fame, or greater

. Faults ; when thou heareft orknoweft of any foul and fcag-

dalons Sin committed by another , look backwards upon
thine own Life and A&ions. Canft thou find no Blotsin

thy Copy? Is the whole Courfe of thy Life fair written

Ll 2 upon
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‘upon thy Confcience’ If not, how. canft thou ‘with any
4hamé and modefty upbraid-thy Brothér with his Mifcarri-

ages, , When thou thy felf haft been ‘guilty of the like, or
greater @ Or why, O Hypocrite; beholdeft thou the Motethat
15 in thy Brother’s Eye,and feest not the Beam that is in thixe
own > ~ Methinks our fhame for our own Sins, fhould be a
Covering to our Brother’s; and when té our felves are guil-
ty, we lﬁould not be fo malictous, nor foolith, as toreproach
our felves, by reproaching him ; otherwife, to eclipfe and
darken his good Name, is but as when the Moon eclipfeth
the Sun, her own Darknefs and Obfcurity is made the more
remarkablebyi.- © - T ¢ Lo |
Or, if God by his reftraining ‘Grace “hath kept thee from
thofe Wickednefles into which he hath fuffered others to

- fall ; yet then look inward, view and fearch thine own Heart,

ranfack over thy corrupted Nature ; and there thou fhale
find thofe, yea, and far greater Abomimations than thofe,
like Beds of twifted Serpents, knotting and crawling-within
thee; fay with thy felf, How can I reproach’Rim who hath
but copied forth mine own Nature?” How can I expofe
his Infamy who hath but done what I have much ado+o keep
my felf from doing ? Poffibly the fame’ Temptation-might

" have prevailed over me too, had God let it loefe upon me.

1owe my Prefervation, not -to' any differerice that was bet
tween us, but only to the free and arbitrary Grace of God':
By this it is that I ftand; and fhall I reproach. him for fal-
ling, who fhould alfo my felf have fallen, were I not ftrong=
ly uplield by another? Thus, I fay, by refleing on our
felves, we fhall be with-held -froni being injurious i our
Cenfures, and in our Reports of others ; we f{mll hardly di-
valge their real Mifcarriages, much _lefs accufe and flander

‘them with falfe and forged ones. This is the Apoftle’s Rule.

Gal, 6. 1. Brethren, if a Man be overtaken in a Fawlt, you
which are a//'oirimal, reffore fuch an one in the Spirit of Meek~
wcfly confidering thy felf, lest thou alfe be tempred.

Fourthly,
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. the Rinth Commandaunt.
. Fourthly, If you would not be guilty of Slander, liften
not unto thofe wha are Slanderers and Detracters, Lend
not your Ears to thofe who go about with Tales and Whif-
pers_ whofe idle Bufinefs it is to sell News of this Man and
tother : For if thefe kinds of Flies can but blow in your
Ears, the Worms will certainly creep out at your Mouths:
For all Difcourfe is kept up by exchange ; and if he bring
thee one Story,thou wilt think it Incivility not to repay him

* with another for it ; And fo they chat over the whole Neigh-

bourhood ; accufe this man,and condemn another,and fufpet
a Third, and fpeak evil of all. [wifh that the moft of our
Converfe were not taken up this way, in recounting Stories
of what pafs'd between fuch and fuch, when all is to no other
end, but to bring an evil report upon them. Now if any
fuch Back-biters haunt thee, who make it their Trade to

1un up and down with Tales and News, give them no coun-

tenance; Liften not to their Detrattions; buttather fharply
rebuke them, and filence their flinderous Tongues; and this
will either drive the Slander from them , or the Slanderer
from- thee. Prov.25.23. The “North-Wind driveth away
Rain s [0 doth aw angry Countenancea hackbiting Tongme..
: ..Figb@, If you would not be, Slanderers ‘of - others, be
not

Eavy:Detraction. -An envious Man-aannet eadure another’s
Praife ; and therefore fecketh all he can to blaft it by falfe
Reports, and lying Slanders; as if all that were detracted
from another, were added to -his-own- Rgputation.. When
his Neighbour’s Fame begins to grow ' tally and _to. fpread-a~

~bout him, he then feeks what he can, so cut it down ;. be-

«caufe he thinks it hinders his Profpet , and the World can-

not take fo faira view of him as he defires; and therefore he:

is ftill hewing at it, fometimes with oblique, and formetimes:
with dire¢t- Blows; fometimes ftriking at his. Parts, and
fometimes at his Piety 3 and if he can but make thefe fall in

. theefteem of the World , then be thinks none fhall be fo

mucly

85

If-Lovers;, far Self-Love always caufeth Envy ;-and



BE

An Expolition upon |

much refpe@ed and honoured 2s himfelf. A Man thatisa
Self-Lover, thinks all due unto himfelf ; all Praife and Com-
mendation muft ren in his Chanel, or elfe it takes 2 wreng
courfe, and he accounts juft fo much taken from him, as is

~ aferibed to another: And this puts him upon this Bafe Art

of Detra@ion, that by deprefling others, he may advance
himfelf, and raifc the Struture of his own Fame upon the
Ruinesof his Neighbours. And therefore if thou wouldeft
not flander others, be fure do not too much admire thy felf.
For Self-Applaufe, and Sclf-Efteem is like a Pike in 2 Pond,
that will eat up and devour all about-it, that it felf'may
thrive and grow upon them.: '

Sixthly, Be not too eafie and facile to entertain fufpicious
and evil Surmifes againft others. For if thou begin to fufpet
evil of another, the next thing is to conclude it, and the
next to report it. This Sufpicion is a ftrange Shadow that °

~ every A&ion of another will caft upon our Minds ; efpeci-

ally if we be beforchand a lictle difaffeted towards them.
Thus very Dreams increafed Sufpicion againft Jofepb in his
Brethren: And if once a Man be out of Efteem with us,

~ let him then do what he will, ‘be it never fo vertuaus and

commendable, Sufpicion will ftill be the Interpreter. And
where Sufpicion is the Interpreter of Men's A&ions, Slander
and Detraction will be the Glofs and Comment upon thent.
Indeed Sufpicien is alwaysteo hafty in concluding;and many
times our Jealoufies and Diftrufts upon very fmall occafions,
prompt us to conclude that what we have thus furmifed, is
certainly come to pafs; and fo we take Shadows for Ene-
mies, and report that confidently for Truth, which yet we
-never faw aced, but only in eur own Fancies. L
. Now, notwithftanding that this Sin of Slander and De-
tra&ion is fo great and heinous; yet may it natbe juftly fea-
red, that many place their ‘whole Religion in it, and think
themfelves fo much the better, by how much the worfe they -

think
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think and repdrt of other Men > Do they not think it a piece
of Zeal and Warnzth for the Worthip and Service of God,
to cry down all as Superftitious that do not worthip him in
their Way 2 Do they not make it, if not a part, yet a fignof
HolineR, xo be ftidl finding' faults, aod crying out againft
wethers, . tabe cenforious and clhamorousi? Such e fort of Mea
are all leud and profane; amd foch ‘afort are-all rebellious,.
and Hypocrites: And then to juftifie their Cenfures, inftance,
poflibly tn"Two or Three, of whom perhaps they know no.
mbre thanthe bare Names « Aad what tends all this to, bag
mutual exsfperation 2 - Thofe:that do not believe them, are:

exafperated epninft the Reporters ; and thofe whe do balieve:

thedh, are exafperated apgainft the Slandered:- And as it
sends to* Exafperation, fo likewife it encourageth and hard-
neth many in their Sins : For when they hear o much Evil
blazed abroad in the World ; 2nd few or none ¢fcape without:
having fome foul Blot rubb’d upon him, and infamous Crime
reported of him; whedher truly or falfly, they think that
Sin and Wickednefs is no fuch {trange Thing, and f embol-
en ‘themlelvesto commnt that which they hear is fo com--
‘Mo - C g ‘ .

. Tefecthyou: therefore , O Chriflians, for the Peace of
¢he Church, mhich clfe will continue ladly rentand divided ;
Yor:the fake of Chriftianity, which elfe will be difcredited:
and reviled-; for your Brethren’s fake, who elfe will be dif-
couraged or exafperated, be very cautious what reports you:

wither recaive; or make wof dthews. “Fheir good Name is very-
- ‘precious ;. precions to: God, when: their Hamelefs Converfa-
'gion déferves it 5 and precions to themfelves ; howloever,.
xlefs there be abfolute tteceffity, and yoube conftrained to.

do- it for the Glory of God, and the Good of mthers, divulge

8y

"ot sheir “Imperfedions, thouph. they be real, and-in Ro.

- cafe ' whatfoever feiga ror ‘devife falfe Rumors .concersing

-fiom.  Take dheed lef 5f ye bite awd deveur ane awother, ye
- e ot confaneal one of anatber, aad one mith awather..

Thefc :
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 “Thefe are the Rules to keep you from being guilty of Skin-
der againtt others.

~ But now if any are guilty. of raifing an ill Report againft

_you, obferve thefe following Rules and Directions, l}OW you

ought to demean your felves ’in ;lxis Cafe. .

Firft, Ifthe Reproach they caft upon thee, be trueand
deferved, though they perhaps have finned in. difclofing it
to the World ; yet make this Ufe of it ; go thou and difclofe
it in thy moft humble and penitent Confeflions unto God 5
yea, and if thou art called thereunto by due Form of Law,
give Glory unto God by confefling it before Men. Men

- poflibly may upbraid thee with it; but by this courfe God

‘will forgive thee without upbraiding thee.

Secondly, If thou art falfly charged with that which never
was in thine Heart to do, yet improve this Providence to
ftir thee up to pray the more fervently that God would for
ever keep thee from falling into that Sin with which others
flander thee; fo fhall all their Reproaches be thrown meerly
into the Air, and fall at laft heavy upon their own heads,
whilfg(t)htu rejoyceft in the Whitenefs and Innocency of thine
own Sou . .

Thirdly, If any unjuftly flander thee , revenge not thy
felfupon them by flandering them again : I muft confefs
thisis a very hard Leflon, and requires almoft an Angelical
Perfection to perform it well. - We - read in the Epiftle of
St. Fude, That When Michael and the Devil contended abour
the Body of Mofes, it is faid, that the Holy Angel durft nez

. bring & railing Accufation againf? that wicked Spirit ; buton-

1y faid, the Lord rebuke thee. And fo,when Men of Devi-
Lifh Sprrits fpue out their Slanders, and broach all the mali-
. cious
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cious Accufations that their Father, - the great Accufer, hath
ever fuggefted unto them, return not Stander for Slander;
for fo the Devil would-teach thee to bea ‘Devil ; but with all
Quietnefs and Meeknefs defire of God to rebuke their Lies
and Calumnies; and by all wife "and. prudent Means vindi-
cate thy felf; clear up thine Integrity, and make it appear,
that though the Archers have [bot at thee, and forely grieved
thee with their Arrows, even bitter Words s yet il thy Bow
remaineth in its firengrh. What faith the Apoftle » 2 Per.3.o.

Render ot evil for evil, or railing for railing, And indeed

!

whofoever doth fo, feeks only:to heala Wound in his Name,
py, making a guch_degper one' ia his Canfcience.: . - .

- Fuirehly, When thou art fallly afpers'd and landered, re-

fer thy felf, and appeal to the all-knowing God ;. retire into
the Peace and Refuge of thine own Confcienc, and there
fhalt thou find enough for their Confutation, and thy Com-
fort. Know that a good Name is in the power of every flan-
derous Tongue to blaft ; but they cannot corrupt thy Con-
{cience to vote with them. Poﬂib(l%' it is only the-excellency
and eminc% of thy Grace that offends them; if fo, glory
init; for, the Reproaches of wicked Men are the beft Te-
ftimonials that can be given of an excellent and fingular

. Chriftian. Ina ftri&® and holy Converfation there is thag
contradi®ion to the loofe, Profane of the World , as at .

once both convinceth , and vexeth them ; reproves, and
provokes them. ~ And if thou doft thus reproach them by
thy Life, wonderf'notat it, if they again repraich thee by
their lying Sladers: ¢Be nottoo {olicitotis how- they:eltegmy
of thee: It is miferable to live upon the Reports and Qpinix

_ons of others ; "1ét-us not. much reckoh .what ;,thiy -Aay s bug

what Reports our own Confcientes make 5+1and it a; Storm.of
Obloquy and Reproaches, Railings end!-Slanders : do_ 2t agy
tithe patter upon thee, how fwcetsis it Itosretite:inwprds ro
the dalm Innd¢ency: of dut-own Heares > 12 There are 3.thau;

“? . Mm m | fand
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fand Witneffes will tefl us we have not deferved them. How
comfortable is it to remit our Caufe unto God, and to leave
our Vindication to him,for whofe Caufe we fuffer Reproach »
Thus Feremiab appedls toGod, Fer.20.10,12. 1 beard the
defaming of many ; report , faythey and we will report it :

.But, O Lord of Hefts, thow that trieit . the Righteows, and

feeft the Reins awd the Heari ; to. thee. bave £ ﬂg(nd my
Casfe : Thus; if whillt wicked Men are malicion iic'o_nfpx-
ring how to ‘blot and fully our Names, we can but keep
our Conféiences clear; what need we much trouble our
felves how the Wind blowsabroad, fince we are harboured
under the Retreat of a peaceable Heart 2, They, may poffibly
perfuade others to believe their Calumnies; but God who
fearcheth the Heart and Confcience, knows that we are in-
jurd ; and he is haftening on-a'.Day wherein he will dear
up our-Righteoufnefs s and then, the Teftimony of a good
Confcience fhall put Ten Thoufand Slanderers to filence, -

.A,nd thus | have fpoken of thls fecond,Sin, of Staader and
Detraction. . ' '

The Third Sin againft this Commandment, js bafe Flat-
tery and Seothing ;- which. is a quite. oppofite Extreme
to the other, as bothare oppofite to Tewth. . -, . -

theNowthis is either Self-Flattery, or the Flattering of o~
f£S.- - R L ST _
Firit, There is a Sclf-Fhattery. .. And indeed every Man
is (as Pluzarch well obferved -it, )- his own greateft Elatte-
rer ; and however empty and defetive we'may be, ‘yer we
are all apt to Jove ourfelves, perhaps without a Rival, and
to.be puft up with 2 vaie Congeit of our.own imaginary
Perfoctions, to applaud and comsend eur, flves, 1n. ‘o

own Thoughts aad Fancies.,.and. to- thiok that we: e’gg
all others in what we have; and what we have not,
: A we




the 2inth Cmymanhment
we defpife as nothing worth. From this abundance of
a vain Heart, break out arrogant Boaftings of our felves,
contemning of others, a - prefamptuous intruding our
felves into thofe Employments and Fup&ions which we are
no way able to manage. Learn therefore, O Chriftian, to
take the juft meafure of thy felf. Let® it not be too feanty ;
for that.will make thee pufilanimous and cowardly; and

e -
i)

o - #

through =it Extreme of: Modefty, endgr’ thee tinferviceable -

to God and the World. But rather let it be too fcanty, than
too large: For t:cils bwill mak‘g. thee prouc}, an:;il:rrogant}‘ and
undertaking 5 and by excrcifing thy folf in things toa high
for_thee , thou wilt but tfpp"?l,gwhetﬁiqur t'_ho:g rafhly and
ovetweeningly ventureft upont. ¥ thou art 4t any time cal-
led, or neceffitated to fpeak of thy felf; let: it rathor be.lefs
than the Truth, than more: For the Tangue is of it felf very
apt to be lavith, when it hath fofweet and pleafing a Theme,
as a Mar's own Praife. ‘T'ake thie Advice of Solomon. Prov.
27.2. Let another Man praife thee, and not thine own Month ;
-a Stranger, and wot thine own Lips. '

Secondly, There is a finful Flastering of gthers ; and that,

either by an immoderate extolling of their. Vertues ; orwhas
is worfe,by a wicked commendation eyen of their very Vicas.
This is 2 Sin moft odious unte God, who hath threstned ta
cut off all flattering Lips, Pfal. 1v. 2..Buyt efpecially it is moft
_deteftable in Minifters, whofe very Office and Funion it is
to reprove Men for their Sins : If they thall daub with 4n.
tempered Mortary and few Pillows under Men's Elbows, cry-
ing, Peace, Peace, when there is no Peace to the micked, only
that they: may lull them afleep in their Security, they do
but betray their Soyls; and the Bloud of them God will
certair yreqmm at»t.hei,i_';hands. S , o

. ‘Thusmuch for the Ninch Copmandment. .
Lol S , Mmrh 2.:' L ;THE
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