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He whole sum of Pradical Religion, conſiſts ei
ther in thoſe Duties which immediately concern the

Worſhip and Service of God, or thoſe which immediately
concern our converſe with, and demeanour towards Men.
Both are

º preſcribed in the Decalogue:

The

former Sort in the firſt; The latter in the ſecond Table of

the Law. I have already according to my deſigned Me
thod, finiſh'd the Expoſition of the four Precepts of the
firſt Table, and have diſcourſed to you, both concerning
the internal, and alſo the external Worſhip of God. It
remains now in purſuance of this Work, to paſs unto the
Conſideration of the Duties and Precepts of the ſecond Ta
ble, all which do concern Man, as their primary and imme
diate Objećt.
But here by the way, let us obſerve the diſtance that
God puts between Himſelf and Us. We are, as it were, ſet

at an other Table from him, as being infinitely inferiour to
his great and glorious

Mºy.

Firſt he preſcribes what
Con-,
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concerns Himſelf, and then what concerns Us, which teach
eth us,

Firſt; That in all our Aétions, whether Civil or Sacred,
God ought principally to be regarded, his Glory ought to be
our higheſt aim and end. This we are to ſeek in the firſt
place; and for the ſake and intereſt of this, to promote the
Good and Benefit of Men.

This therefore condemns thoſe

who diſturb and pervert the Order of the Law, and inſtead

of ſerving Men out of reſpećt to God, ſerve God merely
out of reſpect to Men. . . .

-

-

-

-

-

Secondly; This teacheth us to obſerve our due diſtance
from God: He challengeth all poſſible Reverence from us,
inſomuch that he will not permit ſo great a Diſparagement
to his Honour, as to have his Concerns intermingled and
blended with ours, no not in the ſame Table.

And this

checks the Inſolence of thoſe who dare to ruſh in upon

God with that malapert Saucineſs which is too common

among ſome brain-ſick People in our days, who think that
Communion with God conſiſts in a familiar Rudeneſs;
and that they never draw, near enough unto him, unleſs

they run upon his very Neck. . . . . . . . . .
a
But this only by the way... . . . . . . . .
º, Now in this ſecond Table are contain’d ſix

-

-

-

Precepts, all

of them injoyning our Duty towards Man; and he may be

conſidered either as our Superiour, our Equal, or our Infe
riour. Our Duty towards our Superiours and Inferiours.
(which are Correlates) is preſcribed in the firſt of theſe
ſix which I have now read unto you, and our Duty to

wards our Equals in the other five; all which do reſpećt.
our Neighbour, either,
In his Perſon: or,

-

In the exterior Gifts of Wealth and Credit.
- His Perſon is to be conſidered, either
Naturally, or
. . .
Myſtically,
- . º ! . .. . .. . . .
-

*

-

.
. .
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Naturally, as he is in himſelf and his own Perſon: And
ſo the Sixth Commandment provides for his Security, Thou
ſhalt not kill.
Myſtically, as he is in the State of Marriage, which of
two makes one Fleſh; and ſo Care is taken for him in the
•

• *

*

-

Seventh Commandment: Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery.
If we conſider him in reſpećt of his external Gifts of

-

Wealth and good Name, ſo we ſhall find that the firſt is
fenced about and ſecured by the Eighth Commandment;
Thou ſhalt not ſteal.
-

-

-

His Credit and good Name is ſecured by the Ninth; *R *
Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy Neighbour.

t
|-

-

* . .
r. *
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&
*.

,

s

And becauſe the Violation of theſe Laws by outward and

flagitious Aëts proceeds from the latent Wickedneſs and
Concupiſcence of the Heart, therefore God, who is a Spi
rit, and whoſe Law and Authority can reach even to the

Soul and Spirit, hath not only prohibited the groſs Perpetra
tion of theſe Crimes, but hath ſtrićtly forbidden the in
ward and ſecret intention of them, charging us not to har
bour ſo much as a Thought or Deſire towards them, in
the Tenth Commandment, Thou ſhalt not covet.
In the due performance of all theſe conſiſts the obſervance
*

of that ſecond great Command, Mat.22.39. Thou ſhalt love
thy Neighbour as thy ſelf.

I ſhall begin with the firſt of theſe, Honour thy Father,
and thy Mother, which reſpećts the mutual Duties of Supe
riours and Inferiours.

-

And here we have a Precept and a Promiſe.

*

The Precept is to honour them.

-

The Promiſe, that thy Days may be long upon the Land which
the Lord thy God hath given thee.

-

-

*

ci

Now here we may (as formerly we have done) ob.
ſerve a Ray of the Infinite Wiſdom of God in the
i
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and Method of this Commandment. For after he had

preſcribed Laws for his own Honour, his next Care is for
the Honour of our Parents, becauſe they are next under

God, the Authors and Original of our Lives and Beings.
God indeed is properly and primarily our Father, and of
him is the whole family in Heaven and Earth named, that

is, of him they are and ſubſiſt; in him we all live, and move,
and have our Beings. Earthly Parents do but convey to us
that being which God had beforehand laid up in ſtore for
us.
Mat. 23.9.

And therefore when our Saviour bids us to call no Man

Father upon Earth; for one is our Father which is in Heaven ;
This muſt not be underſtood, as tho we ought not to give
that Name and Title of Father to thoſe who are our earth

ly Parents, the Fathers of our Fleſh, as the Apoſtle ſtiles
them, Heb. 12. 2. But only that their Paternity is not ſo

---

original, nor ſo abſolute as God's, who is the Father of our
Spirits; who not only forms the Maſs of our Bodies by his
ſecret and wonderful Artifice, but creates our Souls, and by
his Breath kindles in us ſuch Sparks of Ethereal Fire as ſhall

never be quench'd nor extinët to all Eternity. And therefore
tho we owe to the Fathers of our Fleſh Honour and Reve

rence, as they are the Inſtruments of our Beings, yet we
owe much more unto God, even unlimited and boundleſs

Reſpects and Obedience, who is the prime Cauſe and Au
thor of them.

But indeed this word [Father] hath alſo

another ſenſe in our Saviour's Speech, For the Jews were
wont to call their Dočtors and Inſtrućtors, by the Name of
Fathers, and gave up themſelves, without Heſitation or
Contradićtion, to believe and follow their Dićtates.
Now when our Saviour bids us to call no Man Father on

Earth; his meaning is, that we muſt not ſo mancipate our
ſelves either to the Commands or Dočtrine of any Man, as
to prejudice the Authority which God, the great and uni
verſal Parent of all things challengeth over us; but ſtill our
Obedience to their Injunětions, and our Belief of

*::: #.
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ſtrućtions, ought to be cautioned with a Subordination to

the Commands and Notices of the Divine Will: Yet we
may call and honour others as Fathers, by yielding them a

ſecondary Reſpe&t, ſubſervient to the Honour and Glory of
God.

-

Now this Command of honouring our Parents, is very
large and comprehenſive; and not to be limited only to the
Grammatical Signification of the Word, but extends it ſelf
to all that are our Superiours. And that appears, becauſe
Honour belongs principally only to God; but ſecondarily,
and by way of Derivation, it belongs alſo unto thoſe whom

.#

God the great
hath dignified, and made as it were
Nobles in his Kingdom. For as the King is the Fountain
of Honour within his Dominions; ſo God, who is the uni
verſal Monarch of all the World, is the true Fountain of

Honour among Mankind, ennobling ſome above others by
Titles and Pre-eminencies which he beſtows upon them ;
and all ſuch Superiors, whom he hath been pleaſed thus to

raiſe, are to be honoured by us as our Fathers. And there
fore,

Firſt; Our Governours and Magiſtrates are our Fathers,
and ſo to be accounted and reverenced by us. Indeed they are
Patres Patria, the Fathers of their Country : For all Go

vernment being at the firſt Domeſtick and Paternal, the
Father, or chief of the Family, having Power of Life and

Death over his Children, neceſſity at laſt taught them to .
devolve both the Care and the Authority of this Charge
upon ſome ſelećted Perſons, to whom they committed the
Government both of themſelves, and theirs.

So that Ma.

giſtrates ſucceeding in the Place and Office of Parents, are
* r

now the publick Fathers, having the ſame Power devolved
Supon them which formerly reſided in the Fathers of Fami
lies.

Hence we read that common and ſucceſſive Name of

the Kings of the Philiſtints, Abimelech, which ſignifies the
King my Father.
-

Secondly ;
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Secondly; The Maſter of a private Family is likewiſe a
Father, and that not only with reſpe&t unto his Children,
but to his very Servants: And therefore, 2 Kings 5, 13. we
find that Naaman is called Father by his Servants, My Father,

,,

if the Prophet had bid thee do ſome great thing, &c.,

Thirdly; A Teacher in any Art, Science, or Invention,
is likewiſe called a Father.

Thus Gen. 4. 20, 21. jabal is

ſaid to be the Father of ſuch as dwell in Tents, and jubal to

be the Father of ſuch as handle the Harp and Organ.

Fourthy; A Šuperiour in Wiſdom and Counſel is like
wiſe called a Father. So in joſeph's Speech, Gen. 45.8.
God hath made me a Father to Pharaoh.

_-

Fifthly; The Miniſters of the Goſpel have likewiſe the
honourable Titles of Fathers conferred upon them. . And
that both becauſe indeed they are ſuperiour to the People in

things appertaining unto God, having the Diſpenſation of
the Grace of the Goſpel committed unto them; and becauſe

likewiſe through the Concurrence of the Spirit's Operation
with their Miniſtry, they beget Souls unto Jeſus Chriſt.
Thus St. Paul tells the Church, I Cor. 4. 15. that he was

their Father, having begotten them through the Goſpel. And
therefore we have great reaſon to magnify our Office, in the
Execution and Performance of which we ought to demean
our ſelves as Fathers, with all Gravity and Authority; and
to let theſe know whoſe petulant Affronts and Scorns tend

to the vilifying both of our Perſons and Funètions, that they
deſpiſe not us only, but Jeſus Chriſt who hath ſent us, and
the eternal Father who hath ſent him.

So he himſelf hath

told us, Luke Io. 16. He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me ; and
he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me.
Sixthly; Superiours in any Gift of Divine Providence,
whether of Riches, or of Age, or of Knowledg, and the
like, are to be reverenced and honoured by us as Fathers;
ſo I Tim. 5. 1, 2. The Elders intreat as Fathers, and the elder
-

Women as Mothers.
-->

-

-

-

-

S

-
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... So that you ſee how large and copious this word Father

is, taking in many other Relations and States of Men be
fides theſe to whom it is now commonly applied.
Here then, in opening to you the ſum of this Com
mandment, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you what are the

mutual and reciprocal Duties of theſe following Relations;
Firſt, Of natural Parents, and their Children.
Secondly, Of Magiſtrates ſupream and ſubordinate, and
their Subjećts.

-

*

-

Thirdly, Of Husband and Wife; for there likewiſe is a
Superiority reſident in the one, and Obedience due from the
other. -

.

-

Fourthly, Of Maſters and Servants.

.

-

.

Fifthly, Of Miniſters, and the People committed to their
Charge.

-

-

-

sº,

The Duties of thoſe who have a Superiority ei
tlier in the Gifts of God's Grace, or of his Bounty towards.
thoſe that are inferious to them; and of theirs reciprocally
-

towards thoſe that exceſ.

-

For all theſe are Fathers, and Honour is required to be:

given them by virtue of this Command.

-

I know I am now entering upon a Work, which to:

many will be very harſh and unpleaſing. For, as there is
nothing wherein the Truth and Power of Godlineſs, and
the very Life of Religion is more concern'd, than a con
ſcientious Performance of relative Duties ; ſo there is no
thing that grates and jars more upon the Spirits of Men,
than to be put in mind of, and reproved about theſe Duties
which are of ſuch common and daily occurrence in the
whole Courſe of our Lives. Yet I beſeech you lay your
Prejudices and Affections, under the Authority of God’s,
Word, and be perſwaded to believe theſe Things to be ex
ceeding.
*
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ceeding weighty and momentous, , (how plain ſoever they
may be) which not only the Light and Law of Nature
dićtates unto us, but the Spirit of God hath been pleaſed
frequently to recommend in the Holy Scriptures, yea more
frequently, and more expreſly, than any other Duties what
ſoever.

I ſhall therefore begin firſt, with the mutual Duties of
Parents, and Children. And here I ſhall ſpeak,

1ſt. Of the Honour that is due to Parents from their
Children.

2ly. And then what Parents are obliged to do for
their Children.

1. For the former of theſe, the Command ſaith, Ho
nour thy Father and thy Mother.

Now this Honour which

they are to defer unto them, conſiſts in theſe four things,
Reverence, Obedience, Retribution and Imitation.
1. Children are to reverence their Parents. Now Re
verence is nothing but an awful Love, a Fearfulneſs to
offend, out of the Reſpećt we bear them. It is not ſuch a
Fear as terrifies, and drives us from the Preſence and Com

pany of thoſe whom we dread, for that is ſlaviſh and tor
menting ; but a genuine, ſweet, and obliging Fear; a
fearful Eſteem and Veneration; a Fear that will ingage us
to attend on them, to obſerve and imitate them, and to

abſtain from doing any thing that might grieve or trouble
them.

- Now this Reverence which we owe our Parents, is wont

to expreſs it ſelf outwardly by two Things, Speeches, and
Geſtures.
-

Firſt, Our Speeches muſt be full of Reſpect and Honour,
giving unto them the higheſt Titles that their Quality and
Condition will admit. They muſt likewiſe be very few,
and very humble and ſubmiſſive. Takativeneſs is an Ar
gument
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gument of Diſreſpºt, and by the Anſwers of the Lips, the

.

Heart is tryed and ſounded; therefore we find how
and reverently jonathan ſpeaks to his Father Saul, althoug

he were then pleading for his David, and managing the
Concernment of his Friend's Life, which was far dearer

to him than his own; yet ſee with what modeſty he urgeth
it, I Sam. 19.4, 5. Let not the King ſin againſt his Servant,
againſt David ;
he did put his Life in his Hand,and ſlew the
Philiſtine, &c. And God bleſſed a Speech ſo well temper’d,
and ſo full of ſoft and melting Oratory, with Succeſs. Yea

}.

we find an inſtance of a diſobedient Son in the Parable of

|
-

y

our Saviour, Matth. 21. who though he obeyed not the
Commands of his Father, yet thought it too ſhameful a
Crime not to give him good Words, and reverend Titles,
verſe 3o. I go, Sir. And certainly it is but fit and meet
that we ſhould give them the beſt and the moſt obliging
Language, who have taught us to ſpeak; and to pleaſe
them with our Words, who have inſtrućted us how to

form them. Yea, that rude and boiſtrous Language which

many of the Sons of Belial uſe towards their Parents, is ſo
odious and deteſtable uuto God, that he hath in his Law

threatned to puniſh it with the ſame Puniſhment, as Blaſ

phemy againſt himſelf, Exod. 21. 17. He that curſeth his Fa

ther or his Mother, ſhall ſurely be put to Death. And Prov.
20. 20. He that curſeth his Father or his Mother, his Lampſhall
be put out in obſcure Darkneſs.
Secondly; We muſt likewiſe ſhew them Reverence in our
Geſtures, and comport our ſelves with all Lowlineſs and
-

Modeſty before them, in bowing the Body, and ſhewing
all other external Signs of reſpećt : So we find, Gen. 48.12.

that joſeph, as highly exalted as he was in the Court of
Pharaoh, when he brought out his Sons to receive the

Bleſſing of jacob his Father, he bowed himſelf with his
Face to the Earth. And on the contrary, That an ill-con

#e; threatmed,
Prov. 30. 17. The Eye that mocketh at his Father, and deſpi
Gg
%;
ditioned Look towards a Parent, is
-

-
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ſeth to obey his Mother, the Ravens of the Valleyſhall pick it out,
and the young Eagles ſhall eat it.
But, ſecondly; As we muſt honour them with Reverence,
ſo eſpecially with Obedience, without which all external
Reverence is but meer Formality, if not meer Mockery.
See that large Charter which God hath given unto Parents,

Coloſ. 3.20. Children, obey your Parents in all things; for this
is well pleaſing unto the Lord.

Our Obedience to them may be conſidered eitheras A&tive,
or Paſſive; and we are obliged by God's Command to yield
them both : A&ive Obedience, in whatſoever is not con

trary to the Willand Law of God; Paſſive, in whatſoever
they impoſe upon us that is ſo: , And therefore we are to o
bey our Parents in whatſoever honeſt Calling and Employ
ment they will ſet us... David, though deſtin'd to a King
dom, is yet by his Father jeffe appointed to keep the Sheep,
1 Sam. 16. 11. We ought not, till at laſt we are emancipa
ted and ſet free by their Conſent, to enter into Wedlock.
without their Knowledg, or againſt their Conſent. For we
find the holy Fathers have ſtill taken the care of the diſ.

poſal of their Children in this Affair. And the Apoſtle,
i Corinth. 7.36, 37, declares, that it is in the Parents Power
either to marry their Children, or to keep them in a ſingle
eſtate. But yet no queſtion ſo, as that Children have ſtill
a negative Vote, and ought not to be forced againſt their
own Will and Conſent. Yea, ſo far doth the Authority of a
Parent extend, that it reacheth alſo to the very Garb and
Apparel of their Children, who ought to conform them
ſelves therein, according to their Allowance and Dire&tion,
Gen. 37.3. But if Parents ſhall abuſe their Authority, by
commanding what is ſinful, and what God hath contraven’d
by his Law and Command; yet Children are nothereby
diſobliged from Obedience, but only dire&ted to chuſe the
paſſive Part of it, and to bear their Wrath and Choler, yea
and their Puniſhments too, with all Patience and Submiſſion.
For
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For, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb. 12. Ie. They often-times

chaften as after their own Pleaſure; and yet we are to give
them Reverence; we ought to bear with their Infirmities,

whether they be natural, or vicious, and indeavour to hide
and cover them from others. And therefore we read what

a Curſe was laid upon Cham, for diſcloſing the Nakedneſs
of his Father, Gen. 9. 25. And indeed it is a curſed thing

to expoſe the Nakedneſs and Weakneſs of our Parents to the
Scorn and Deriſion of others. But this is not all : for,

Thirdly; As we muſt honour them by Reverence and
Obedience, ſo likewiſe by Remuneration and Retribution,

requiting the Benefits we have received from them, ſo far
as we are able, and they need. This the Apoſtle expreſly
‘enjoins, 1 Tim. 5. 4. If any Widows have Children, or Ne

phews, let them learn firſt to ſhew Piety at home, and to requite
rheir Parents; that is, when they are fallen to poverty or
decay, or otherwiſe require Aſſiſtance from us, we are ob
liged liberally according to our Proportion to afford it.
And he affirms that this is good and acceptable before God.
And therefore we find our Saviour ſharply reprehending
that unnatural Dočtrine among the Scribes and Phariſees,
which diſpenſed with Children from the Relief of their

Parents, Matth. 15.5, 6, Te ſay, Whoſoever ſhalſay to his Fa

ther or Mother, It is a Gift by whatſoever thou mayeft be pro
fited by me, and honour not his Father or his Mother, he
ſhall be free. Which Place, becauſe it is obſcure and in
tricate, admits of divers Expoſitions. Some ſay it was the
Dočtrine of the Scribes and Phariſees, that although a Man

did not honour nor ſupport his Parents, yet he ſhould be
guiltleſs, if he ſhould tell them that he had offered in the

Temple a Gift for his and their good, and that therefore
they could require no more Relief from him. Others, that
it was a ſolemn Oath among the Jews to ſwear by the
Gift or Offering, which was brought into the Temple, and
preſented there as a Sacrifice before God; which Oath
". .

.

.
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in the higheſt Degree, whatſoever the
Matter of it might be, Matth. 23. 18. And the Scribes did

WaS

teach, that if a Man had ſworn thus to his Parents, By the
Gift thou ſhalt have no profit by me, then he was for ever
diſobliged from relieving them, were their Neceſſities

never ſo great and urgent. And according to this Expo
ſition, the Words ſhould be thus tranſlated; But ye ſay,
Whoſoever ſaith to his Father or Mother, by the Gift if
thou have any Profit by me, (where muſt be underſtood
ſome Curſe or Imprecation upon themſelves, which
they did uſually expreſs, as, Let me die, or the like) then
he ſhall be free from the Obligation of honouring, that
is, of relieving and maintaining his Father or Mother.
Which-ſo-ever Interpretation be moſt conſonant to the

corrupt DCôtrine of the Scribes, and the corrupt Pračtice.
of the Jews, (as I ſuppoſe the latter is) our Saviour con
demns it for a moſt vile Hypocriſy, making the Com
mandments of God of none effect through their Traditions.

Certainly it is one of the moſt unnatural Sins in the
World, for Children who have Ability and Opportunity
to relieve their neceſſitous Parents, to ſuffer them to want
a Livelihood, and comfortable Subſiſtance, who are the

Cauſe and Authors of Life and Being unto their Chil
dren.

But, Fourthly; We muſt honour our Parents,by hearkning
unto their gocq Inſtrućtions, and imitating their Godly
Pračtices. So Prov.6.20. My Son, keep thy Father's Command
ment, and forſake not the Lam of thy Mother. For although
good Inſtrućtion be for the matter of it, always to be imbraced
from whomſoever it ſhall proceed, yet when it ſhall come
from a Parent, it obligeth us not only becauſe it is good, but
becauſe it is Authoritative; neither are we only to hearkento
their Counſel, but alſo to imitate the holy Examples of our

Parents: And therefore it is commended in Solomon, that he
walked in the Steps of his Father David.

-

Suffer

--

_-
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Suffer me only in a word, to ſet home this upon the
Conſciences of ſtubborn and diſobedient Children. Con

ſider what your Demeanour hath been towards your Pa
wi: you owe your Selves, your Lives, your
Education. Benéfits that can never be repaid them, altho

rents, to

you ſhould undergo all the Hardſhips imaginable to make
an acknowledgment of them. Can you imagine the Cares,

the parching Thoughts, the perplexing Fears which your
tender Parents are continually diſtraćted with, for your

good? And will youſo requite their Love, as to deſpiſe their
Perſons, of whom you your ſelves are a part, and make their
very Bowels rebel againſt them : Certainly were there any

Ingenuity of Nature,or the Principles of Reaſon and Equity
not quite ſpent and extinguiſhed in you, the Love and Sö
licitude they have expreſt for you, would again return unto
them, if not in equal Meaſures, yet in the moſt ample and
acceptable that is poſſible for you to render. And if there
be any of you, who by your Stubbornneſs and Diſobedience,
have brought down the gray Hairs of your Parents with
Sorrow to the Grave; conſider ſeriouſly what an unnatural
Sin you have been guilty of: and becauſe you cannot now
beg Pardon of them, beg Pardon of God, the great and
univerſal Father of all; beg that he would not revenge your

Diſobedience to your Parents, by the Diſobedience of your
Children towards you.

Thus you have ſeen what Duties Children owe unto their
Parents. Let us now ſee what are the reciprocal Duties of

Parents towards their Children. For in all unequal Rela
tions, the Superiority reſts only in one part, yet the Duty
is divided between both.

-

-

The Duty therefore of Parents reſpe&s either the Tem
poral or Spiritual Good of their Children, for both are
given them in charge. . . . . .
-

-

-

... As for their Temporal Good, two Duties are incumbent

upon them, Protećtion and Proviſion; and both of theſe the
-

- - --

- - -

-

"

-

-
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Law of Nature teacheth them. Do we not ſee even in
brute Creatures themſelves, that a ſtrong Parental Affe&ti
on makes them dare unequal Dangers, and expoſe their

own Lives to the greateſt hazard, only to defend their

§."#.

We ſee with what indefatigable Induſtry they ei

ther lead them unto, or bring them in their Food and
Nouriſhment, till they have taught them the Art and Me
thod of providing for themſelves, and living at their own
finding. And if the inſtinét and impulſe of Nature be ſo

powerful in Irrational Creatures, how much more ſhould
it prevail in us, in whom Reaſon ſhould perfeſt Nature?
and we be the more careful, in as much as the Charge com
mitted to us is more noble? and that it is not a Sparrow nor
a Chicken that we are to look after, but a Man, a King of
the Univerſe, deſigned for great Imployments, and to great
Ends, an Heir of the World; and if we fail not in educa

ting him, may be an Heir of Eternal Glory?
Firſt ; We owe them Protećtion, and this their Weak
neſs and Helpleſsneſs often calls for at our Hands. How

many Diſeaſes and Dangers is their feeble Infancy expoſed
unto? And in their growing Childhood, want of Care and
Experience runs them daily into more. Now Parents are
to be their Guards, and by their Skill and Strength fence
off thoſe Wrongs and Injuries that threaten them. And in
ſo doing, they perform not only a Parental, but an Angelical
Mat. 18. Io. Work. Take heed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little ones;
for I ſay unto you, that in Heaven their Angels do always be
hold the Face of my Father which is in Heaven. And if
God, the great Father of the whole Family both in Heaven
and Earth, hath out of his infinite Tenderneſs and Com

paſſion, appointed his holy Angels to be their Guardians,
that they who attend the Throne of his Glorious Majeſty,

ſhould likewiſe attend the Cradles and Beds, and wandering

Steps of little Ones; it is not only inhumane for Parents to
negle3 the Care of their Children, but deviliſh to do them
hurt,
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hurt, or deſtroy them themſelves; the too common Pračice.
of many Wretches, who, to hide and cover their Shame,
either abandom or murder the Fruit of their Bowels.

Secondly; As Parents owe their Children Protećtion from
incident Evils, ſo likewiſe Proviſion of Neceſſaries and
Conveniencies according to the Rank and Degree in which

the Divine Providence hath ſet them....And this the Scrip
ture often inculcates, Mat. 7.9, Io. What Man is there a

mong you, whom if his Son ask Bread, will give him a
Stone f Or if he ask a Fiſh, will give him a Scorpion f Inti
mating unto us, that we are bound to give our Children
what is fit for the Suſtentation of that Life which they
have received from us. And indeed they are our Fleſh and
our Bone; they are our ſelves multiplied. Now Nature
teacheth us to cheriſh and nouriſh our own Fleſh, as the

Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Epheſ. 5. 29. Nay the Apoſtle hath laid

this Charge exceeding high; If any Man provide not for his , rim. 5.8.
omn, and eſpecially for thoſe of his Houſe, he hath denied the
Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel; and that becauſe even
the Infidels and Heathens are taught by the Light and
Law of Nature, to make Proviſion for their own; and this.

Proviſion is not only for the preſent, but our Care is to ex
tend farther; and according to our Ability (bating the
Expences of Decency and Charity) we are to take care.
for their future Subſiſtence; and if we cannot leave them a.
Patrimony, we are to leave them an Art and Calling, where

by, through the Bleſfing of God, they may procure their
own Livelihood. So the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 12.14. The Children.

ought not to lay up for the Parents, but the Parents for the
Children.

And if we muſt place them out to a Vocation,

we muſt endeavour with all our Prudence to fit it to their
Genius and Knclination : for otherwiſe it will not be a Vo

cation, but a Vexation unto them all their Days: Still re

membring, that if we piouſly deſign any unto the Work of
the Lord, it ſhould be thoſe who are moſt pregnant, and
-

whom

-
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whom God hath indowed with the greateſt Gifts for ſo .
high a Miniſtration. For it is a Sin very like to that of
jeroboam, who made Iſrael to ſin, to conſecrate Prieſts un
to the Lord of the refuſe and vileſt of the People, and to
think thoſe fit enough for the Temple, who through the
Deformity of their Body, or the Defećts of their Minds,
are not fit for a Shop, or for any other Employment.
And ſo much for thoſe Duties of Parents which concern

the Temporal Good of their Children.
But then they are obliged to others of an higher and no
bler Nature, which concern their Spiritual Good, and have
an Influence into their Eternal Happineſs.
And here, their firſt Duty is to incorporate them into
the Church of Chriſt, by the preſenting them to hol
Baptiſm, which is the Laver of Regeneration, and which

Jeſus Chriſt hath inſtituted for the Admiſſion and Initiation
of new Members into his Body the Church, and new Sub

jećts into his Kingdom. Nay it is not an empty bare Ce

remony, but it is a Seal of the Promiſe of the Covenant, a
Sign of the Grace of the Spirit, and a means appointed to
convey it to the Soul. . And therefore thoſe Parents are
highly injurious to their Children, who either through
Careleſsneſs or Contempt, debar, them from ſo excellent

and ſpiritual an Ordinance and Priviledg, yea indeed the
only ſpiritual Priviledg which their Age makes them capa
ble of What do they elſe hereby, but put their Children
into a worſe Condition than the Children of the Jews,
who in their Infancy were admitted to the Sacrament of

Circumciſion, which the Apoſtle calls a Seal of the Righte
-

ouſneſ of Faith? Rom.4.11. And certainly, if this Seal
of Circumciſion were broken by the Coming of Chriſt,
and no other were inſtituted, whereof the Children of

Believers under the Goſpel might be made Partakers; our
Infants then muſt needs be in a worſe Condition than theirs;

and Chriſt’s coming into the World hath in this reſpect
rather
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rather diminiſhed the Priviledges of the Church, than in
larged them. It ought therefore to be the firſt and chiefeſt

Care of every Godly Parent, to offer his Children to this

holy Ordinance; eſpecially conſidering that they are Par
takers of his ſinful and corrupt Nature, that he hath been
an Inſtrument of conveying down along to them the Guilt
of the firſt Tranſgreſſion, and that Defilement which hath
infe&ted the whole Soul; and therefore it is the leaſt that

his Charity can do for them, to offer them unto that Re
medy which our Saviour hath provided both to remove the
Guiſt, and cleanſe away the Filth of their Natures. For
be the Parents themſelves never ſo holy and ſančtified, yet
their Children are born in their Filth, and in their Blood,

And this Auſtin expreſſeth by a very apt Similitude; “The Sicut pra

* Chaff (ſāith he is carefully ſeparated from the Wheat .",
“ that we ſow; and yet the Wheat which it produceth ...nº
“groweth up with Husks and Chaff about it. So thoſe onemau

whom the Holy Ghoſt hath ſanétified and cleanſed, yet ...",".
they produce Children naturally unclean, tho federally quos gig.

holy, And therefore being born within the Promiſes of .
the Covenant, their Parents ought to ſee that the Seal of...".
the Covenant be applied unto them ; that is, they derive qua opere

Corruption from them, they may by them be brought to...H.
the means of cleanſing and waſhing.
gentiã ſe
Secondly; When they are thus initiated and entered into pººr;
-

the Church of Chriſt, another Duty that Parents owe them . º
is, to inſtrućt and admoniſh them, to educate them in the depurgito

Fear and Knowledgof God, and this the Apoſtle expreſly'.
enjoyns, Epheſ 6.4. Te Fathers, bring up your Children in ºz.
the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. And ſo Deut.4.9.

Forget not the things which thine Eyes have ſeen, but teach
them thy Sons, and thy Sons Sons. We find that God gives
an honourable Teſtimony concerning Abraham, and con

fides in him upon this account, Gen. 18. 19. I know Abra
ham, that he will command his Children, and his Houſhold
Hh

after
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after him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do
juſtice and judgment. And Solomon extols his Father Da
vid for his Care in inſtrućting him, Prov. 4.3, 4. I was
my Father's Son, and he taught me alſo, and ſaid unto me, Let
thy Heart retain my words; keep my Commandments, and live.

Now this Inſtrućtion muſt not be nice and critical, but
familiar and obvious, teaching them ſuch Fundamental
Truths and Principles of Chriſtian Dočtrine as are of ab
ſolute neceſſity to be known, and in ſuch a manner as

may be moſt ſutable to their Capacity and Diſcretion.
And if Parents would be but careful and conſcientious

in the performance of this Duty, infuſing into their Minds,

before they are filled with Vanity, the Knowledg of God,
and of Chriſt, and of Religion; and forming their Wills,
whilſt they are flexible, to the love of Piety and Vertue;
the next Generation would not generally ſee ſo much De

bauchery in Youth, nor ſo much Obduracy in old Age, as
is now every-where too viſible and apparent. By this
means the Miniſter's Work would be half done to his

. . . . . . Hands. It would be needful only to feed his Flock with

ſtrong Meat, and to preſs them only to a vigorous and
chearful performance of thoſe Duties of Holineſs, to which
their pious Education made them before inclinable.
Now this way of Inſtrućtion is either,
Firſt ; By reading to them, or cauſing them to read the
Holy Scriptures, and pointing out to them thoſe Obſer
vables which are moſt agreeable to their Age and Appre
rim... henſions. Thus it is ſaid of Timothy, that from a Child.

**"... he had known the Holy Scriptures. . And doubtleſs he was.
trained up in that Knowledg by the Care of his Mother,
and Grand-Mother, whom the Apoſtle honourably com

mends, Chap. 1. 5. And,
Secondly; By catechiſing and inſtrućting them in the
-

Grounds and principal Doctrines of Religion. Indeed a
continued Diſcourſe is not ſo informing, nor doth it faſten
and
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and rivet Inſtrućtion into young Minds, ſo well as where
it is diverſified by Queſtions and Anſwers. This makes
them Maſters of their own Notions, and able to weild and

manage them afterwards to their better advantage. And
truly this I take to be the very Reaſon why ſo many ſit

groſly ignorant under many Years preaching of the Word
unto them, ſtarce able to give any tolerable account of the

very firſt Principles of the Oracles of God, becauſe they
were never educated in this way of Catechiſing, they were

never tried, nor ſearched, nor the fºrength of their Memo
ries and Capacities exerciſed by Queſtions. . .3". . . . .
For running and continued Diſcourſes, are like the falling
of Rain upon a ſmooth Rock, where it trickles off as it
deſcends: But Queſtions and Examinations are like digging
of it, and making it fit to retain what is poured upon it.

But whatſoever Method you may judg moſt profitable, yet
certainly Inſtrućtion in their tender Years, is abſolutely ne
ceſſary to ſeaſon them betimes with the Knowledg of the
Grounds of Religion, and a Love and Veneration of Piety,
which will afterwards have a mighty Influence to keep
them from being led away either with the Brrors, or un
godly Praćtices of lewd and ungodly Men, Train up a Prov.22.6,
Child in the way he ſhould go; and when he is old, he will not
*:: from it. For when the Relućtance of corrupted
Nature is thus early maſter'd, and Vertue habituated in
them, (as there muſt be ſtrong Convićtions, and Almighty
Grace, to break off the long accuſtomed Habits of Sin : ſo)
there muſt be very powerful and prevalent Temptations

that ſhall induce ſuch an one, whoſe Knowledg of God, and
Love of Vertue have grown up with him from his Child
hood, to turna Recreant to his former Profeſſion and Praćtice,

and to forget that,before which he can hardly remember any
thing; or if through the Violence of Temptation he ſhould

be hurried into any Extravagancy and Exceſs, his Conſci
ence hath a greater advantage to reduce him again, than it
-

Hh 2

hath
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hath upon others who are trained up #. and barba
rouſly. It will ſtill purſue him, diſturb him in his Sins,
and his early Notions of Piety and Religion will imbitter

the Sweets which he fancied, and others perhaps find in
them; and his Conſcience will never leave crying, and cla
mouring, and threatning, till it bring him back with Tears
in his Eyes, and Sorrow in his Heart, and Shame in his
Face, to his former regular and unblameable Converſation.

Thirdly; Another Duty which Parents are obliged unto,
is not only the giving their Children good Inſtruºtions, but
good Examples, to ſet before them the Copies and Pattern
of thoſe Vertues which

‘. teach.

And this indeed is the

moſt lively and the moſt effečtual way to profit them. Thou
who before thy Child blaſphemeſt the Name of God by
ſwearing or curſing, thou who abuſeſt thy ſelf and others
by Riot and Intemperance, doſt thou expe&t that ever he
ſhould reverence that holy and dreadful Name which thou

profaneſt; or love that Sobriety and Temperance, which
thou poſſibly mayeſt commend to him in Words, but doſt
much more forbid it him by thy Deeds? for it is the Glory
and Boaſt of Children to be, and to do, like their Parents.

And although there be few ſo forlornly wicked and utterl
abandoned over unto Vice, but that they would have their

Children love and praćtiſe Vertue, and may perhaps ſome
times exhort them thereunto; yet alas, what Effect can

empty Words have, when they are contradićted and over

born by Deeds? When the corrupt Nature thou haſt given
them, ſhall be improved by the ill. Examples thou daily

favºnal.

giveſt them; what avail all thy Exhortations and Admo
nitions, unleſs it be to upbraid and reproach thy ſelf, and
increaſe both thine own Condemnation, and theirs too?
Even the Heathen Satyriſt could ſay, Maxima debetur puero
reverentia; We ought to reverence and ſtand in aw of Chil

dren, that they ſee nothing vicious or ‘diſhoneſt by us, not
ſo much for the Shame of it as the Example: for there is
..

no
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no Peſt ſo contagious as Vice; the leaſt Converſe will ſerve
to rub it upon others, eſpecially your Parents Vice upon .
their Children, who if they think it not Obedience, and

a part of Duty to imitate them, yet cannot but

conclude

themſelves ſecure both from Reproofs and Correčtions.
The Praćtice of Superiours hath certainly a mighty Influ
ence in forming the manners of thoſe who are ſubjećt to

them; for let them preſcribe what Rules, and enaët what
Laws they pleaſe, let their Authority be as great as can be,

yet their Example will be far greater than their Authority,
and Inferiours will be incouraged by it boldly to tranſgreſs,
when Shame and Conſciouſneſs ſhall tie up the Hands of
thoſe who ſhould puniſh them. But now when a Godly
Parent ſhall not only with the moſt tender and affe&tionate
Words that Love can dićtate, inſtruğ his Children in the

Ways of Holineſs, but walk beforé them in thoſe Ways,
not only by Admonitions ſhew it to be moſt rational, but
by conſtant Pračtice ſhew it to be moſt pleaſant and de
lightful; certainly, that Nature muſt needs be moſt de
ploredly vicious, which can in this caſe be refraſtory, and
will not go whither both Wind and Tide lead him; where
as others poſſibly who have only the Breath of good Inſtru
Čtions, are carried away headlong, and drowned in Perditi

on by the ſtronger Current of evil Examples.

Fourthly; If neither Inſtrućtions, nor good Examples will
prevail, then Correótion and Diſcipline is neceſſary, and
becomes a Duty, though perhaps it may be as grievous to
the Parent to inflićt it, as it is to the Child to ſuffer it.

I

know there may be, and often is Exceſs in this kind, when
Choler and Paſſion preſcribe the meaſures of Puniſhment.

This is fierce and inhumane Tyranny, and argues ſuch Pa
rents to be devoid of natural Affe&tion.

And this immode

rate ungoverned Corre&tion, is ſo far from profiting Chil-.

dren, that it often-times exaſperates them, and makes
them the more ſtubborn and untraćtable; or elſe it

º
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diſpirits and ſtupifies them. And therefore the Apoſtle
hath twice cautioned Parents againſt this provoking way
of Diſcipline; Epheſ. 6.4. Te Fathers, provoke not your Chil
‘dren to Wrath : And again, Col. 3, 21. Fathers, provoke not
your Children to anger, left they be diſcouraged. Yet not
withſtanding, where Age and Decency will allow it, and
‘Prudence doth require it, it is ſometimes neceſſary to uſe
the Severity of Diſcipline; and let not a fooliſh Fondneſs
here interpoſe: For certainly God loves his Children with
a much more parental Affe&tion, than you can love yours;

and yet he tells us, Rev. 3. 19. As many as I love, I rebuke

agd chaftem. And the Apoſtle tells us, Heb. 12.6. Whom
the Lord loveth he chaffneth, and ſtoargeth ºvery Sam whom he
receiveth. If there be not a due Exerciſe of Diſcipline and
Corre&tion, nothing elſe can be expe&ted but that our
Children will wax wanton with us; and next, rebellious

-againſt us. Now this Severity muſt be uſed betimes, be
fore Age and Spirit have hardned them againſt the Fear or
Smart of Correótion. The wiſe Man hath told us, Prov.

13. 24. He that ſpareth his Rod, hateth his Son: but he that
loveth him, chaffneth him betimes.

. . . "

This is the way;

Firſt, To deliver him from greater Sufferings and Miſ:
chiefs that elſe will follow : Better the Rod than the Tree.
Thou mayſt, for ought thou knoweſt, redeem his Life by it,
and deliver him from the hand of Juſtice, and eternal Wrath
of God, and ſave his Soul from everlaſting Smart and Tor
ment. So Prov. 23. 13, 14. With-hold not Correifion from
the Child; for if thou beateſt him with the Rod, he ſhall mat
die : Thou ſhalt beat him with the Rod, and deliver his Soul
from Hell. And,

Secondly, By this courſe thou ſhalt bring thy ſelf much
- Comfort, moſt likely in his Reformation, or if not in that,
yet at leaſt in the Conſcience of having performed thy Du
ty, and done all that lay in thy Power for his good.
-–-

º:

-
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what Support and Comfort can that Parent have, who
when his Children grow lewd and debauch'd, ſhall ſadly

refle& upon it, that it was only his Fondneſs and ;
Pitty which ruined them? Take this for certain, that as
many deſerved Stripes as you ſpare from the Child, you do
but lay upon your own Backs ; and thoſe whom you have
refuſed to chaſtiſe, God will make them ſevere Scourges to
afflićt and chaſtiſe you.

And theſe are the Duties which you owe to your Chil
dren, immediately reſpecting their ſpiritual Good : Initi

ating them by Baptiſm, giving them good Inſtrućtions,
good Examples, and neceſſary Correčtion.
There is one Duty more, and it is a very principal one,
which reſpečts both their temporal and ſpiritual Good; and
that is, fervent and earneſt Prayer to God for them, without
which all the reſt will be ineffečtual.

Whenever therefore

thou comeſt unto the Throne of Grace, bring theſe thy
dear Pledges upon thy Heart with thee; earneſtly implore.
of God, that he would own them, and provide for them,
as his own Children, that he would adopt them into the

Family of Heaven, make them Heirs of Glory, and Co
heirs with Jeſus Chriſt; that he would give them a conve

nient Portion of good things for this Life, that they may
ſerve him with the more Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, and a

large Portion of ſpiritual Bleſfings in Heavenly things in
Chriſt Jeſus, and at length bring them to the Heavenly In
heritance. And know aſſuredly, that the Prayers of Pa
rents are very effe&tual, and have a kind of Authority in ,
them to impetrate and obtain what they ſue for. This is

the Benedićtion or Bleſſing which Holy Fathers in Scripture.
have beſtowed upon their Children; and we find that their .

Bleſfing was their Deſtiny. Thus jacob bleſſed his Sons .
the Patriarchs, and, as it were, divided among them the .
Treaſures of God's Bleſfings; and God the great Father,
would not have the Bleſfing of a Father pronounced in vain, ,
but ratified and fulfilled them in the Succes.

And .
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And as Parents Bleſfings have great Influence upon their
Children, ſo likewiſe have their Curſes: and therefore the
ſhould beware what they wiſh or pray aginſt them. A ra

and paſſionate Curſe is oftentimes direfully fuſilled, not
only to the Ruin of the Children, but the too late Sorrow

...}Repentance of the

Parents. . We know how deep the

Curſe of Noah ſtuck in Cham, and all his Poſterity. For the
Words of a Father are weighty and authoritative even with
God himſelf, and he will not lightly ſuffer them to fall to

the ground, when they are ſpoken either for, or againſt
thoſe over whom he himſelf hath given them Power and
Authority.

I ſhall cloſe up this with one Word to thoſe who are Pa
rents. Conſider what a great Charge God hath intruſted

you with. In your hands is depoſited the Hope and Bleſſing,
or elſe the Curſe and

º: of the next Age; your Families

are the Nurſeries both of Church and State; and according
to the manuring of them now, ſuch will their Fruits be
hereafter. Conſider I beſeech you, how you have managed
this great Truſt: Are your Children like Olive-branches
round about your Table, each promiſing to bring forth

good Fruit in their due Seaſon 2. Have you taken care, by
your good Inſtrućtions, and good. Examples, to form
the Lord Jeſus in them? Have you taken care, by Cor
re&tion and Diſcipline, to cut off all Excreſcencies and Su
perfluities of Naughtineſs from them 2 Or, do they remain
ſtill Sons of Belial, wild, rude, unnurtur'd, and diſobedi

ent? Certainly God will require an account of them at your
hands; for they are his, and only left in your keeping, and
to your Education. But alas, the lewd Pračtices, and the
too ripe Sins of young ones,do clearly convince Parents rather
to have infuſed Wickedneſs into them, than curbed it. And

the Wit and Forwardneſs of their Wickedneſs beyond their
Years, make it evident that they have but borrowed it from

your Examples. Beware left God puniſh you in them;
and
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and puniſh them for what they have learnt of you, and you
in Hell for not better inſtrućting and admoniſhing of
}

them.

-

And if any of you have reaſon ſadly to complain of the
Stubbornneſ; and Diſobedience of your Children, I beſeech

you ſeriouſly to reflečt upon the cauſe of it, and conſider
whether it may not be juſtly imputed to thy want of Care
in their Education, or to thy bad Examples thou haſt given

them; or poſſibly by their Rebellion and Undutifulneſs to
wards thee, God juſtly puniſheth thy Rebellion and Undu
tifulneſs towards thy Father. I remember a ſtory of a

graceleſs and deſperate young Wretch, who being thwarted
by his aged Father in ſome of his lewd Pranks, invaded his
gray Hairs, and dragg’d him by them along the ground
to the very Threſhold of his Door: his poor old Father
ſuffered it ſilently till then, but then looking pittifully up

on him, he ſaid; Son, forbear now and let me go, for Ire
member I dragg'd my Father to this very place, and there
left him; and acknowledged the righteous Judgment of

God in ſo juſt a Requital. But whatſoever thy Conſcience
ſhall ſuggeſt to thee to have been a Provocation unto God
thus to puniſh thee, (and certainly it is one of the greateſt
Puniſhments that can befal a Man in this World) humbly
crave Pardon of him who is thy Father, and beg him that
he would be pleaſed to turn the Hearts of the Children
unto their Fathers, and the Hearts of all unto himſelf.

Thus we have conſidered the Duties of natural Parents
towards their Children, and the Duties of Children reci

procally towards their Parents.

But there is alſo another Rank of Fathers, and they are
Political ;

Patres Patrie, the Fathers of their Country,

unto whom we owe Honour and Reverence by the Obli
gation of this Command. And theſe are the Magiſtrates
and Governours that God hath ſet over us: They are his
Deputies and Vice-gerents upon Earth, and the
Ii

Autº
wit

3.
-

-

-
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with which they ſtand inveſted, is originally in and de
rivatively from the ſupream King of Kings, and Lord of
all Lords; their Kingdoms are but the ſeveral Provinces of
his Univerſal Empire; He hath given them their Patent

to be his Lieutenants and Vice-Roys, for by him Kings

reign, and Princes decree juſtice, Prov. 8, 15. Not by his
Permiſſion only, but by his Ordinance and Appointment.

And whereas a great and conſpicuous part of the Image of
God conſiſts in his Soveraignty and Dominion, he hath ſo

expreſly ſtampt this Image of his upon them, that for
their likeneſs to him in it, he gives them the ſame glo

rious Name by which himſelf is known ; Pſal. 82. 6. I

Jº, have ſaid, ye are Gods; and Exod. 22.28. Thou ſhalt not
.." revile the Gods, nor curſe the Ruler of thy People. And our
applits that Saviour tells us, john 10. 35. That they are called
‘. . Gods, becauſe the Word of God came unto them: The
#...” word of God, that is, the Appointment and Commiſſion
God,
which they have received from God.
-

It is obſervable, that as other inferiour Creatures revere

the very Countenance of a Man, and thoſe few Strićtures

of the defaced Image of God which are ſtill remaining
there, and that although they far exceed in Strength, yet
dare not (unleſs enraged) make uſe of it againſt their na
tural, though weaker Lords: So alſo, that God hath ſpread
ſuch an awe upon the Face of Authority, that a Look
or a Word from a lawful Magiſtrate, ſhall more daunt
and terrify, than the armed Force of an Enemy. There
is ſome ſecret Charaćter that God hath imprinted on them,
which makes them venerable ; and although their Subjećts
do as far exceed them in Strength, as they do in Number,
, yet Strength alone was never made to command, but rather
to obey and execute, and Power ought to be the Servant of
Authority.

Nor hath God ordained Magiſtracy only out of reſpect
to ſome few whom he hath ennobled, that they might en
joy

-------
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joy a Priviledge and Prægative above the common and
vulgar Sort of Men, but he hath ordained it for the general
Good of Mankind; yea, and I have often and ſeriouſly
thought, that next to the invaluable Gift of Jeſus Chriſt,
the beſt and the greateſt Good that God ever gave the World,

was this Appointment of Magiſtracy. For were it not for
this, the whole World would be turned into a Wilderneſs,
and Men into ſalvage Beaſts, preying one upon another:
Did not the Fear of Man reſtrain them, when they have
caſt off the Fear of God; did they not dread the Inflićtion

of temporal Puniſhments, when they ſlight the Threatnings
of eternal, we might be as ſafe among Lions and Tygers,
as among Men; and find better Refuge, and better Society
in Solitudes, than in Cities: Within would be Fears, with
out Violence, and every where Tumults, Uprores, and
Diſtraćtions; our Dwellings, our Perſons, our Poſſeſſions,

all expoſed to the Fury of bloody and mercileſs Invaders;
and, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Hoſea 4, 2. By Swearing and Ly
ing, and Killing, and Stealing, and committing Adultery,
they would break out, until Blood touched Blood; and there
would be no more Peace nor Agreement on Earth than
there is in Hell : But the all-wiſe God who hath ſubdued

the Beaſts of the Earth to Man, hath likewiſe ſubdued

Man (who elſe would become more wild and brutiſh than

they) unto Man. So that theſe who ſtand not in any awe
of the God of Heaven, yet are awed by the Gods of the
Earth; and whom the Thoughts of Hell and eternal Wrath,
cannot ſcare from Wickedneſs, yet many times the Thoughts
of a Priſon, or of a Gibbet, doth.

Magiſtracy then being an Inſtitution of ſuch great E

minency, and abſolute Neceſſity, let us ſee what are the Du
tlCS.

-

Firſt, ofAnd
thoſe
who are inveſted with it towards their
then, ‘. . . . . . . . . . .

Subjećts :

-

Ii 2

-

Second
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Secondly, The Duties of their Subjećts reciprocally to
wards them.

.

*

-

-

Of the Firſt, I ſhall ſpeak but briefly, ſince we are chiefly
concern’d in the Knowledgand Praćtice of the Second.

-

Magiſtrates therefore may be conſidered either as Su

pream or Subordinate, according to the Diſtinétion the
Apoſtle makes of them, I Pet. 2, 13, 14. The King as Su
pream, and Governours ſent by him as ſubordinate: each of
theſe have their reſpe&tive Duties belonging unto them.

As for ſupream Magiſtrates, their Duty is,
1ſt. To eſtabliſh and maintain the true Worſhip and

Service of God, and to purge out all Corruptions and A
buſes that have any way adulterated it with Superſtitions
or idolatrous Mixtures. God hath appointed a Soveraign

Prince to be Cuſtos utriuſq; Tabule, a Guardian of both
Tables of his Law; and hath put the Sword into his Hands,
not only to be an Avenger in Caſes of Injury done by.
Man to Man, but to be an Avenger in caſe of the Viola
tion of thofe Laws which immediately reſpe&t his own
Worſhip, and to be a Reformer of the Corruptions of the
Church, as well as the Diſorders of the State. Indeed.
this Power and Supremacy which we thus aſcribe unto
him, is not formally and intrinſically Spiritual or Eccle
ſiaſtical, but only objećtively ſuch : For they neither have
the power of Order, which gives Authority to preach the
Goſpel, and adminiſter the Sacraments, which properly
belongs unto the Miniſterial Office; and whoſoever he be.
that ſhall intrude himſelf thereinto without a lawful Call

and Ordination, be his Gifts or Place never ſo eminent,

he is guilty of the ſame Preſumption that ‘Uzziah was, and

may dreadfully expe&t the ſame, or a greater Puniſhment,
2 Chron. 26, 16.. 9. His Heart was lifted up to his Deſtrućtion ;
for he tranſgreſſed, and went into the Temple of the
to:

lº

-

º

:

ºſ(??,

->

the #ifth Commandment.
burn Incenſe upon the Altar

16,

; Incenſe ; and whilſt the Cenſºr

was in his Hand, the Leproſy roſe up in his Forehead. , Nei
ther have they the power of the Keys committed unto
them, to bind and looſe, to retain and remit Sins by a due

pronouncing of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures : For thoſe two
Powers of Order and the Keys, appertain only unto the
Miniſters of the Goſpel, for to them only were they com
mitted. . . . …,

–

-

-

Yet Princes have a Power of Juriſdićtion over Church
Affairs, and ought by their Laws and Authority to pro

vide that God be worſhipped in his own preſcribed Way,
that Hereſies be rooted out, Schiſms and Rents healed,
ſtubborn Contemners of God's Laws, as well as theirs, ſe

verely puniſh'd, the Mouth of Blaſphemy ſtopp'd, Miniſters.
commanded to, and encouraged in the conſcientious Per
formance of their Duty; that nothing be tolerated in

praćtice contrary to the Rules of a good Life : that nothing
be broached in Dočtrine contrary to the Form of ſound
Words which hath been delivered unto us. Thus far

reacheth the Magiſtrates Duty and Authority in things
pertaining unto the Church. And therefore we find in the
Scripture, that when the Worſhip of the true God was ſo

much corrupted and forgotten among the Iſraelites, that
Micah, out of a blind and idolatrous Devotion, made him a .
whole Chappel of Gods to worſhip : The Holy Ghoſt gives

this as a Cauſe of ſo great an Abomination, that in thoſe
Days there was no King in Iſrael, judg. 17. 6. In judges
the 9th, we read that tragical Hiſtory of Adultery, and
Uncleanneſs unto Death; and the very ſame reaſon is given

for the Licentiouſneſs of thoſe Times, ver. 1. In thoſe Days
there was no King in Iſrael. And this plainly intimates
unto us, that not only Adultery and Murder, Sins againſt
the ſecond Table of the Law, but alſo Idolatry and falſe
Worſhip, againſt the firſt, ought, and might have been

either prevented or puniſhed, had there been a King and
Ruler
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Ruler in Iſrael; and that it had been his Duty to have
drawn his Sword, and exerciſed his Authority againſt the
one, as well as againſt the other. We read likewiſe of ſome

Kings reproved, becauſe they took not away the high Places,
but ſuffered the People ſtill to burn Incenſe on them, not.
withſtanding they proceeded far in other Parts of Refor
mation. Others are commended, that they did remove them.

And among the moſt renowned A&ts of Hezekiah's Piety,
it is mentioned to his immortal Honour, that he command

ed the Prieſts and Levites to ſanétify themſelves, and cleanſe
the Temple, and reſtore the true Worſhip of God, after
many years Interruption, when it was not only diſuſed,

but almoſt forgotten, 2 Chron. 29. The like alſo did King
joſa, with the like Zeal, and received the like Approbati
on and Teſtimony from God. . .
This therefore is the firſt and chief Duty of Supream
-

Magiſtrates, viz. To maintain the true Worſhip and Ser
vice of God, and to reform whatſoever Corruptions and Abu

ſes they find to have crept into it.

Secondly; Another Duty is, to appoint Men of approved
Ability and Integrity to be in Authority under them.
For, becauſe Kings cannot be omnipreſent, nor omniſcient,
it is therefore neceſſary that they ſhould hear with other
Mens Ears, and ſee with other Mens Eyes, and ačt with

other Mens Hands; and therefore, they ought to make
choice of ſuch as are Men of known Fidelity and Wiſdom,

to commit ſo great a Charge unto. For be the Fountain
never ſo clear, yet the Streams muſt needs be polluted, if
they run through filthy Channels: Kings therefore ſhould
do according to the Counſel of jethro, Exod. 18. 21. Pro

vide out of all the People able Men, ſuch aſ fear God, Men of
Truth, hating Covetouſneſs; and place ſuch as theſe over them.
But where this courſe is not taken, but ſuch are intruſted

with Command and Authority, who either neglect the
Government of the People, or oppreſs them in it,
-

Y.
dot
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doth the Prince but give away the half or more of his King
dom? for what is not ruled, is loſt.

Neither ſhould theſe

ſubſtitute Magiſtrates be too numerous; for the very Mul
titude of them may poſſibly be more burdenſome to the Peo
ple, than helpful to the Prince.
Thirdly; Magiſtrates ought to diſtribute Juſtice impar
tially, to maintain the Cauſe of the poor Oppreſſed, and to
reſtrain the Inſolence of their proud Oppreſſors; to cruſh

them by his juſt Authority, who would cruſh others by
their unjuſt Tyranny. This is a truly Royal and Princely
Vertue, which will prove not only an Ornament to the

Crown, but a Safety to the Throne:...For the Throne is

eſtabliſhed by Righteouſneſs, ſaith the Wife Man, Proverbs
16. 12.

Fourthly ; Princes and Magiſtrates ought to be moſt
exemplary for Vertue and Piety. The Eyes of all the Peo
ple are upon them, and their A&tions have as great an in
fluence upon their Subjećts as their Laws. Facere reë cives

fuos Princeps optimus faciendo docet; cumq; ſit imperior maxi
mus, exemplo major eff, faith Paterculus ;. A good Prince
teacheth his Subjećts to live well, by living well himſelf;
and although he be greateſt in Command, is yet ſtill greater
in Example. , And therefore he is doubly bound to vertuous
Aćtions, both by his Conſcience, and by his Condition:
The one as he reſpećts his own Perſonal good; the other
as he tenders the good of his People, who commonly take
their Meaſures from their Superiours, and think Imitation

of their Pračtices, to be a more acceptable Service, than O
bedience to their Laws.

But I cannot inſiſt on every particular Duty of Princes
and Magiſtrates, neither perhaps would it be here very
proper.

In a word therefore, They ought to fear God, above all,
to ſeek his Honour and Glory, who hath raiſed them to

the higheſt pitch of humane Honour and Glory ; to be
prudent

Well. Pater

culus, l. 2.
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prudent in their Deſigns, couragious in their Performan
ces, faithful in their Promiſes, wiſe in their Counſels, ob
ſervant of their own Laws, careful of their Subjećts Wel
fare, merciful to the Oppreſſed, favourable to the Good, ter
rible to the Evil, and juſt towards all. Let them remem.

ber theſe two things, That they are Gods, and therefore
ſhould rule and govern as they judg God himſelf would do,
were he viſible hereupon Earth; and that they are Men,
and therefore muſt give an account unto the great God

of all that Truſt he hath repoſed in them. And certainly
if they be careful to perform every part of their Duty,
though we may look only at the Splendour and Glory of
their State, yet the Cares and Troubles that attend it, will
be found ſo great and weighty, that we ſhall find it all

reaſon in the World to make the Burden of their Crowns
lighter by our ready and chearful Obedience. It was well
Eſly ºf obſerved by the Lord Verulam, That Princes are like the
Empirt.

Heavenly Bodies,which cauſe good or evil Times,and which
. .
have much Veneration, but no Reft. . .
-

-

But then for ſubordinate Magiſtrates, who receive their

Authority from the Supream, and are between the People
and the Prince, as the Prince is between the People and
God; we have already heard how they ought to be quali
fied; Exod. 18. 21. They muſt be Men fearing God, Men of
Truth, and hating Covetouſneſs.

Their chief Duty is to ſee

that the Laws be executed according to their full intent,

without reſpect of Perſons, neither fearing to puniſh the
Rich, nor ſparing to puniſh the Poor, making no difference
between one Perſon and another, where the Cauſe makes

none. For whoſoever are thus partial, want that Courage
and Firmneſs that ought to be in a Magiſtrate, and ſhould
make him as inflexible as the Rule of Juſtice it ſelf is;
neither being frighted by the Power or Threats of thoſe
who are Great, nor melted or ſoftened with the Cries of
the Mean, but moved only by the Cauſe. And therefore
the
y
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the Scripture hath expreſly forbidden them, Exod. 23. 3.
to countenance a poor Man in his Cauſe : For Pity may ſome
times as much bribe and corrupt judgment, as Rewards.

They ought to diveſt themſelves of all Paſſions, private
Intereſts and Affečtions, to be impartial in the Execution

of Juſtice upon the mightieſt Offender as well as the mean
eſt; upon their deareſt Friends and Relations, as well as
upon Strangers or Enemies. This will give Strength and
Authority to the Laws, which elſe are but Cobwebs made
to catch the ſmaller Flies, while the great and ſtrong ones
break eaſily through. This is the way to conciliate Reve
rence and Veneration to the Laws and Government, which

in our days are moſt contumeliouſly deſpiſed and vilified;

and by this courſe judgment ſhall run down our Streets as
|Water, and Righteouſneſ; as a mighty Stream. In brief, be

cauſe I would not too long inſiſt upon this Subjećt (tho it
be large and various) let Magiſtrates of what Rank ſo
ever they be, ſeriouſly conſider that weighty

‘...;

ſaid,
them by God himſelf, 2 Sam. 23.3. The God of I.
the Rock of Iſrael
to me, He that ruleth over Men muſt be

ſ:

juſt, ruling in the Fear of God. tº
. .. . . . . .
Let us, in the next place, confider the Duties of Subjećts.
towards their Magiſtrates and Rulers. And theſe are in
the general three; Honour, Obedience, and Prayer to God
for them.

-

*

*

*

-

."

-

- - - -

-

Firſt; We muſt honour and reverence them, it is the
Apoſtle's Command, 1 Pet. 2. 17. Fear God. Honour the
King. We muſt give unto them a threefold Honour; in
our Thoughts, in our Speeches, and with our Subſtance.
1. We muſt honour and reverence them in our Thoughts,

looking upon them as the lively and viſible Images of God
upon Earth. Indeed the Divine Perfe&ions are the higheſt
Object of our Reverence; and therefore as you would

eſteem and honour any for their Wiſdom, or for their Ho

-
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lineſs, becauſe theſe are ſome Lineaments and Draughts of
the Image of God; ſo you ought to reverence thoſe to
whom the Almighty God hath communicated his adorable

Power and Authority ; for this alſo is the Image of God
in them, yea, and tho it ſhould ſo happen that they bear no
other Reſemblance unto God, neither in his Wiſdom, nor
Juſtice, nor Holineſs, but are wicked, cruel, tyrannical and
unwiſe; yet that Power and Authority alone with which
they ſtand inveſted, challengeth our Reſpect and Reve
rence; for in this at leaſt they are, like unto God; and

whoſoever ſlights and deſpiſeth them, ſlights and deſpiſeth
one of God's glorious Attributes ſhining forth in them. We
ought not to harbour any under-valuing or ill Thoughts of

them. But where a People are ſo happy to be governed
by thoſe Magiſtrates who have a whole Conſtellation of
Divine Attributes ſhining in them, Magiſtrates that are
juſt and merciful, wiſe and holy, they ought to give unto
them the greateſt Reverence that can belong to Creatures,
and to eſteem and reſpećt them next unto God himſelf.

But altho all theſe ſhould be wanting, yet that Power and

Authority which God hath delegated into them, is truly
reverend and awful : And the wiſe Man hath commanded

Eccleſio.us, Not to curſe the King, not in our Thoughts.
* , 2... We ought to honour and reverence them in our

'Speeches; ſpeaking what Good of them we know, and
prudently concealing their Vices, or their Infirmities. For
to what elſe can, it tend when we blaze abroad the Faults

of our Governours, but only to looſen the Affections of
their Subjećts from them? And how much more horrid
a Wickedneſs is it then, falſly to calumniate them, and by

reviling Whiſpers to fly-blºw the Ears of their Subjećts,

and by little Arts and ſuſpicious Intimations, and half
Sentences, to infinuate politick Jealouſies into the Minds of
the People, and to poſſeſs them with nothing but Fears and
ſad Apprehenſions of what Miſeries and Sufferings are
i
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coming upon them, through the Male adminiſtration of
Affairs, and either the deſign or neglect of their Gover

nours? All which tends to nothing but to make the People
either diſdain or hate them. I beſeech you beware that

you do not by Miſinterpretations traduce the A&tions of
your lawful Rulers, nor hearken to thoſe who do, whoſe
Words and whoſe Breath ſerves only to blow up the Coals
of Civil Diſſention, which, if Mercy prevent not, will
break forth again into a raging and devouring War. Be
ware that you ſuffer none of thoſe Leeches to faſten upon
you, whoſe very Mouths will draw Blood. We have ſeen the

ſad Experience of it already, and may juſtly fear, when we
ſee them uſe the ſame Methods, that they intend the ſame

Effects. The Apoſtle gives ſuch a black brand, 2 p.

-

10. Preſumptuous are they, ſelf-willed; they are not afraid to
ſpeak evil of Dignities. . .
3. We ought to honour them with our Subſtance, when & ! ºi i
the neceſſity of their Affairs and publick Concernments ºf
--

-

* : * ~ *-*.

-

-

-

-

call for Supply: And indeed this is but a Debt we owe . . . "
-

them, for we have ſomewhat of theirs in our Hands, and ,
it is no unjuſt Demand for them to require their own.
Tributes and publick Payments are theirs, when made ſo

by Law ; for the reſt is ours no otherwiſe than by the ſame
Law; and therefore to withhold what is thus legally be
ſtowed on them, is no other than Theft, and an unjuſt de

taining of what is none of your own. Hence our Saviour
commands us to render unto Ceſar, the things that are Ceſar's,
Mat. 22. 21.

And the Apoſtle, Rom. 13.7. Render unto all

their due ; Tribute to whom Tribute, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom,
Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour is due. And al

tho poſſibly ſometimes the Burden may fall heavy, yet we
ought freely and chearfully to contribute; partly conſider

ing that ſuch is the Priviledg of our Kingdoms, that no-,
thing is impoſed upon us by Violence, but given by our
ſelves, and is our own Aćt; and partly, that whatſoever
-

-

-

2
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-
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we poſſeſ, we owe the Enjoyment of it to the Bleſfing of
Government.

-

-

This therefore is the firſt Duty we owe unto Magiſtrates,
viz. Honour and Reverence.

Secondly; Another general Duty we owe them, is Obe
dience; and for this we have expreſs and frequent Com
mands, as for any Duty that belongs to Chriſtian Conver
Rom.13.I.

ſation. Let every Soul be ſubjeć to the higher Powers; for
there is no Power but of God; the Powers that be, are ordain

1 Pet:2.13.

ed of God. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man

for the Lord's ſake; whether it be to the King, as ſupream ;
or unto Governours, as ſent by him; for ſo is the Will of God.
Neither is there any Cauſe whatſoever can ſupercede our
Obedience: for if their Commands be lawful, we are to

obey them by performing what they require: if they be

never ſo wicked and unlawful, we are to obey them, by
* Styºon ºf

ſuffering what they threaten. ” But becauſe I have had o

1 Thefſ. 5.

;: ther occaſions largely to treat on this Subjećt, I ſhall not
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now further proſecute it.
Thirdly; Ánother great Duty of Subjećts, is fervent and
earneſt Prayer for them; ſo the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 2. 1. I ex

hort therefore, that firſt of all, Supplications, Prayers, Inter
ceſſions, and giving of Thanks be made for all Men, for
Kings, and all that are in Authority; that we may lead a quiet

and peaceable Life in all Godlineſ, and Honeſty.
But why for Kings? It might ſeem more neceſſary, that

Prayers ſhould be poured out for thoſe that are afflićted and
diſtreſſed, who have nothing elſe to relieve them beſides
God and Prayer: But Kings are in an high and proſperous
many ſeek their Favour, and all fear their Diſ.
Calul FC.
p Yet it is very needful to pray for them; for indeed they

º

* in much more need of our Prayers than private Perſons
o.

For,

Firſt, The Charge laid upon them is greater, and the
Burdens
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Burdens preſſing them, are heavier than what lie upon other
Men; and therefore they ſhould be eaſed and helped by our
Prayers. What St. Paul faith, 2 Cor. 11. 28. That he had
the care of all the Churches upon him; we may of a King,
that he hath the care of the whole Church, and of the

whole State too incumbent upon him. A Crown is an heavy,
though a glittering Ornament; and how can it be other

wiſe, when the Wel-fare of ſo many thouſands depends upon
them and their Counſels? It is their Work to provide for
the Execution of Laws, the Exerciſe of Religion, the re

ſtraining and puniſhing of all Impiety and Ungodlineſs:
They muſt ſee that Right and Equity be adminiſtred, that
mo Injuſtice nor Violence be committed, but all Affairs

guided according to Law and Righteouſneſs; theſe are the
conſtant Cares that attend Government: and that which
adds to all theſe Burdens, and makes them out of meaſure

ſinking and intolerable, is, that all theſe Burdens muſt ſome
times be born under the Diſcontents and Murmurs of an

unſatisfied People. . . We had need therefore to pray earneſt
ly unto God, that ſo great a Truſt and ſo great a Burden be

ing committed unto Magiſtrates, they may be indowed by
him, through whom Kings reign, with Abilities to diſcharge.
Truſt to his Glory, and the Comfort of their Sub

.

J

S.
Secondly,
The Account they muſt render at the laſt Day is,
-

greater, and therefore they more need our Prayers than
other Men. What they do is uſually of general Concern

ment, or elſe of general Influence; and therefore they muſt,
anſwer not only for themſelves, but for almoſt the whole
Nation, who either obey the Commands, or follow the
Examples of their Governours: We ſhould therefore eſpe
cially pray for them, that having a greater account to make
than other Men, they may at that day appear before t e

King of Kings with Boldneſs, and paſs from a corruptitle
Crown, to a Crown of Glory and Immortality.

Thirdly,
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. Thirdly, Their Temptations are more, and therefore
they more need our Prayers than other Men. : For having

all at Command; the Pleaſures, the Splendor, and Gayety
of the World, are more likely to be Snares to them than

others, who converſe not ſo much with them. And beſides,
the Devil is more aſſiduous and ſubtil in his Temptations
towards them than others : becauſe if they can be pervert
ed by him, they will prove great and moſt effectual Inſtru
ments to promote his Kingdom. And therefore in Micaiah's

Parable, 1 Kings 22. no ſooner had God asked the Queſti
on, Who ſhall perſwade Ahabº but there ſteps forth an
evil Spirit, and undertakes the Employment. Satan loves
to be buſy about Princes and Rulers, becauſe there he thinks
he can make the greateſt Earnings. To tempt private Per
ſons, is but to tempt by Retail; but to tempt Princes, and
to ſeduce the Rulers of a Land, this is to deſtroy by whole

fale: And therefore as they are expoſed to more Temptati

#. ſo ſhould they be ſupported and ſtrengthned by more
}. us therefore heartily perform this Duty to them, and
TaWCTS.

... "

for them, a Duty not more beneficial to them, than to our
ſelves and the whole Nation: for if we can prevail for a
Bleſſing upon them, we our ſelves ſhall certainly ſhare in
it, if by our fervent Prayers we can obtain of God to beſtow
on them Wiſdom and Zeal, Holineſs and Piety, Peace and

Proſperity. Certainly our own ſhare in theſe Mercies is
worth the Venture we ſend for them; and we ſhall then
ſit ſafely under the Shadow of our King, and he himſelf un
der the Shadow of the Almighty.
I have heretofore told you, that this fifth Commandment
comprehends in it not only the mutual Offices between Pa
rents and Children, but generally all the Duties to which
both Superiours and Inferiours ſtand reciprocally bound:;
And therefore having already ſpoken of the mutual Duties
of Parents and Children, of Magiſtrates and

-

sº3. #.

. . .
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ſhall now proceed to conſider the Duties of Husband and
Wife: for in this Relation alſo, though it come nearer to
Equality than the former, there is a Superiority on the .

3.11

Man's part, and Subje&ion due unto him from the Woman.
And here, whilſt I am treating of this Subjećt, I beſeech

you give not way to any Levity of Mind, or Vanity of
Thoughts; think it not a light jocular thing, as too often

the Marriage-Relation, and the Offices that appertain unto
it, are accounted; for it is matter of Duty that I am now
propounding unto you ; and matter of Duty is no leſs than

matter of Life and Death eternal. And therefore I charge
you that you attend unto it, not to get Advantages of Sport
and Merriment one with another, and to objećt them each

to other in a ludicrous and jeſting way, as it is every-where
too common a Cuſtom; but attend unto it as a matter of as

great Seriouſneſs and Weight, as any that belongs unto the
right ordering of your Chriſtian Converſation; a matter
that preſſeth the Conſciences to the due Obſervance and
Pračtice of it; and, if deſpiſed or neglečted, will preſs your
Souls under Guilt, and ſink them under Wrath. And cer
tainly they who are ſo vain as to think the Duties of this
Relation to be of no great Concernment, muſt needs like

wiſe be ſo impious as to impute trifling to the Holy Spirit
of God, who hath ſo frequently and with ſo much Earneſt
neſs and Inſtance, recommended them untous.

There is

ſcarce any one Epiſtle wherein the Apoſtles doe not particu

larly inſiſt on theſe things; and certainly what was worthy
their Care to write and teach, is worthy our Care to learn
and pračtiſe.

The Duties therefore of married Perſons are either ſpeci
al or common: Special, are thoſe which are the Duties only
of one Party to the other; and that either of the Husband
to the Wife, or the Wife to the Husband.

Common, are

thoſe which belong to both, and are by both to be mutually
performed.

-

-

-

-

$
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... I ſhall firſt begin with thoſe Duties which belong to an
Husband towards his Wife. And they are theſe;
Firſt, Conjugal Love. Indeed Love is a beautiful Orna
ment to all Relations, but it is the Foundation and firſt

Principle of this: It is Love which ought at firſt to tie
the Marriage-Knot; and it is Love alone that can after
wards make it eaſy. No other reſpect whatſoever, can

keep it from wringing and galling us. And although want
of Love cannot diſſolve the Bond, yet it doth the joy and
Comfort of a married State. Now of all the Objećts that .
are allowed us to love here on Earth, a Wife is the chiefeſt;
yea, to be loved above Parents, Children –and Friends,
and the deareſt of all other Relations ; Gen. 2. 24. There

fore ſhall a Man leave his Father and Mother, and ſhall cleave
unto his Wife. And if you would know the full meaſure of

this Love, the Apoſtle hath preſcribed it, Eph. 5. 28. So
ought Men to love their Wives as their own Bodies ; and ver.
33. Let every one of you in particular love his Wife as him

felf; you muſt be as careful and tender of their Good, as .

of your own; and reſent any Injury done unto them, as
much as if it were done unto your ſelves. And indeed

there is great reaſon for it; for Marriage makes of two, one

myſtical Perſon; it doth but compenſate our Damage, and
reſtore the Rib to our Side again. And therefore, by Mar
riage two are ſaid to be made one Fleſh; Mark io. 8. They
twain ſhall be one Fleſh : ſo then they are no more twain, but

one Fleſh. And therefore all Violence and Out-rage againſt
a Wife, (into which the rude and boiſtrous Fury of ſome

brutiſh Mendoth too often break) is as unnatural, as if you
ſhould ſee a Man beat and wound and gaſh himſelf: Ānd
certainly they are mad and diſtraćted Paſſions which take

Revenge upon themſelves. Epheſ. 5. 29. No Man yet ever
hated his onm Fleſh; that is, no Man ačting rationally and
as becomes a Man, but loveth and cheriſheth it.

So that

we are to love our Wives with the ſame Tenderneſs and Na
turalneſs
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turalneſs of Affaion, as our own Beings, and they ſhould
be as dear to us as our ſelves : And if you would have this

high Affe&tion mounted a degree higher; ſee ver, 25. Huſ:

bands love your Wives, even as Chriſt alſo loved the Church,
and gave himſelf for it. If a natural Affe&idn will, not
ſuffice, behold here a ſupernatural one, and the greateſt
Inſtance of Love that ever was expreſſed or conceived,

brought to be the Rule and Pattern of ours. Chriſt loved the
Church, his Spouſe; although there were many Spots,
Blemiſhes, and Imperfections in her; he loved her ſo as to
leave his Father, and cleave to his Wife: he loved her bet
ter than himſelf and his own Life, and ſhed his moſt precit
ous Blood for her; and rather than the Wrath of God ſhould

fall upon his beloved Spouſe, he thruſts himſelf between,
and receives theſe heavy Blows on his own Perſon: So ought
Men alſo to love their Wives, ſo infinitely if it were poſſi
ble, but becauſe it is not ſo, ſincerely. And therefore; 13

1ſt. They muſt love them, though they often bewilay
many Weakneſſes and Imperfečtions, which they ought
meekly to bear with, though they muſt not countenance
nor incourage them. Love will cover a multitude of Faults,
and as long as they are but Faults and not Crimes, we ought
no more to divorce our Affections than our Perſons from

them. There is indeed a touchy Love, which will cauſe great
Wrath for very ſmall Offences; but uſually ſuch kind of
Love turns into Bitterneſs and Exaſperation: therefore
Offences of this Nature ſhould prudently be paſſed by, only
with a glancing Reproof, or with a Silence that ſhall be
more inſtrućtive than Noiſe and Clamour:

Here the

Apoſtle exhorts Husbands; Col. 3. 19. Husbands, love your
Wives, and be not bitter againſt them.
.

2dly. We ſhould ſo love them, as not to upbraid them
with the Neceſſities or Incumbrances of a married Life,
but be content to abridg our ſelves of our former Freedom,
and to forgo our former Priviledges, either of Plenty or
Plea
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Pleaſure, which we injoyed in a ſingle Condition, without

reproaching them with it. Many Fools there are who fan

cy nothing but Joys and Delights in a married Life; but
when they enter into it, and find many unexpećted Trou
bles, and that they cannot live either at ſo much eaſe, or
with ſo much Splendour as before, think to right themſelves

by perpetual Brawls with their Wives, imputing the cauſe
to them, and charging on them all the Burdens and Incon
veniences under which they both labour, and of which

commonly the Woman hath the greater ſhare. Now this
is not to love as Chriſt loved the Church, who for her ſake

#. himſelf of his Glory, and voluntarily humbled him
ſelf, firſt to the Duſt, and then to the Death, the cruel and

.
curſed Death of the Croſsa
34ly. We ought ſo to love them, as to interpoſe and
ſtep in between them and Danger, and rather ſuffer it to
fall upon our ſelves than them; for ſo Chriſt loved the
Church, and gave himſelf for it, redeeming it from the
Wrath of God, by his own undergoing it, and delivering
it from Death, by ſuffering Death for it.

4thly. We ought ſo tolove them, as to indeavour to pro
mote the ſpiritual Good of their Souls, and by good Coun

ſels and Inſtrućtions inſinuate into them the Love of Piety
and Holineſs, that ſo as Chriſt ſånötifieth the Church his

Spouſe, we may alſoſančtify ours, and preſent them unto
God without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing.
In theſe four things we are to love our Wives even as
Chriſt loved-his Church, by bearing with and pardoning
their Weakneſſes, by being willing to ſubmit to many In
conveniences for their ſakes, by interpoſing our ſelves be
tween them and Danger : And laſtly, by indeavouring to
promote their ſpiritual Good and Benefit. And thus much
of the firſt Duty which is Love, on which I have inſiſted
the longer, becauſe it comprehends all other Duties in it.
For where there is this ſincere and conjugal Affection, al- though
-
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though it may have different Methods of expreſſing it ſelf,
according to the different tempers of Men ; yet it will cer

tainly in this, as in all other caſes, command the whole
Train and Retinue of other Affections to wait upon it, and

ſee that nothing be wanting to the Good of the Objećt on
which it is fixed. I ſhall therefore be the briefer in the
- reſt.

-

Secondly, Another Duty of the Husband is provident Care
for his Wife: He ought (ſaith the Apoſtle) to nouriſh and
cheriſh her, as Chriſt doth the Church; he muſt therefore

impart unto her according to his Rank and Ability, what
ſoever may be for her Neceſſity or Comfort, and not waſte
that in Riot and Exceſs among his lewd and wicked Com

panions, Companions that the Devil hath given him, which
ought to be for the Support of her whom God hath given
him for his Companion; and who in the mean while hath
nothing to feed on but her Sorrows, nothing to drink but
her Tears.See how deeply the Apoſtle hath ſtigmatized ſuch

Wretches; 1 Tinº. 5.8. If any Man provide not for his own,

º

and ſpecially for
of his own Houſe, he hath denied the
Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel.
Thirdly, Another Duty that Husbands owe their Wives,

is Protećtion from Dangers, when they are in Jeopardy;
and therefore when the Amalekites had burnt Ziklag, and
- with the reſt of the Prey had taken David's Wives; he pur

ſues them with no more than ſix hundred Men, though
they were a great Hoſt, and reſcues his Wives from their
Captivity, I Sam. 30. 18. And indeed the Weakneſs and
Feebleneſs of that Sex being more helpleſs in Dangers than
ours, and leſs able to relieve themſelves, calls for this ready
Aid and Succour from us; and he who is ſo churliſh as not

to afford it, is ſo unnatural alſo as to ſuffer a part of himſelf
to periſh. A Wife is compared in Scripture to a fruitful
Vine; now a Vine is a weak tender Plant, and requires
Support, and the Husband

flºº be as the Houſe-ſide ſº
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her Stay and Support; and therefore Woman was at firſt
made of a Rib taken from under the Man's Arm; the Office

of the Arm is to repel and keep off Injuries, which ſigni
fies unto us that the Husband ought to defend his Wife from

all Wrongs and Injuries that ſhe may be expoſed unto.
Fourthly; Another Duty is Inſtrućtion and Dire&tion.
Therefore the Husband is called her Head, the Seat and

Fountain of Knowledg and Wiſdom, Epheſ. 5. 23. The
Husband is the Head of the Wife, even as Chrift is the Head
of the Church. And therefore as all Direétion and Con
blation is derived from Chriſt; ſo ſhould the Husband like

wiſe derive down and communicate Knowledg, and Com
fort, and Guidance to the Wife; called therefore her Guide,
Prov. 2. 17. And St. Peter requires of Husbands that they
ſhould dwell with their Wives according to Knowledg,
to be able to adviſe and inform them in all emergent Ca

ſes, eſpecially concerning God and their Souls: Whence St.
Paul injoins Wives, 1 Corinth. 14.35. That if they will learn
any thing, they maſº ask their Husbands at home; and there
fore much more is it required of the Husband, that he
ſhould have laid up a good Stock of Knowledg, and be able
to teach them, leſt ſuch as creep into Houſes and lead
captive ſilly Women, inſhare their Wives. For ſuch is the
ſubtilty of Deceivers, following therein the Method of
the old Serpent, that they firſt begin with the Woman, and
then make uſe of her to ſeduce the Man: for Hereſy, as all

other Sins, does firſt inveigle the Affe&tions,and then by them
corrupts the Reaſon. And therefore the Husband ſhould be
well grounded and principled with Knowledg, that he may
keep his Wife from being led away by the crafty Subtil
ty of thoſe who lye in wait to deceive, and who by good
Words and fair Speeches, affe&ted Phraſes, and gingling Ex

preſſions, that have nothing in them, but Sound and Errour,
pervert the Hearts of the Simple.
-
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Wife with a greater meaſure of Prudence, and ſolid and
ſubſtantial Knowledg, than the Husband; it is then his
Part to hearken to her Advice, and to yield not indeed to

the Authority of the Counſellour, as ſhe is bound to do,
but to the Authority of the Counſel; And this ſhe ought to
tender him with all Reſpe&t and Submiſſion, not having
Power to injoin what ſhe knows to be beſt and fitteſt, but
only with Modeſty propounding it, and with Meekneſs per
fwading him toimbrace it.
-

Fifthly; Another Duty of the Husband, is Tenderneſs
and Mildneſs towards his Wife, not cauſleſly grieving her

either by Speeches or A&tions. That is a wretched Family,
where thoſe who are joined in the ſame Yoak, ſpurn and
kick at one another. If the Wife be careful in performing
her Duty, there belongs to her a kind and loving Accepta
tion of it, and Praiſe and Commendation for it; or, if ſhe

ſometimes ſhould fail, ſhe ought not to be rebuked with
Bitterneſs, but with Meekneſs, and in ſuch away as the
Reproof ſhould ſhew more of Sorrow than of Anger. But
perpetual Brawlings and Contentions, beſides, that they
wholly imbitter this State of Life, and eat out all the Com

fort of it, inſtead of preventing Offences for the future,

do uſually provoke and exaſperate to more, and are perhaps

a greater Fault in the Husband, than that which he ex
claims at in his Wife; beſides, it will certainly indiſpoſe
them, both to the Performances of thoſe Duties which be

long unto them in their general and particular Callings.
It will hinder their Prayers; for how can they lift up their
Hands without Wrath, as the Apoſtle cominands, 1 Tim. 2.
8. when they burn in Choler one againſt the other ? How
can they pray to God for Bleſſings upon each other, when
they have been curſing and reviling each other 2 And as for
the Duties of their particular Callings; do we not ſee, that

in thoſe Families where this baneful Contention reigns, they
a TC
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are commonly neglećted, and all runs to wrack and ruine,

out of a kind of Revenge that one Party thinks to take up
on the other.

The Husband out of Diſcontent will not

provide, nor the Wife manage; and ſo nothing is cared for,

but only how they may quarrel and rail at each other.
A Miſery that many Families fall into, through the indiſ.
creet Heats and Fierceneſs of the Man upon every trivial

Qffence of the Wife, though perhaps it was ſometimes un

-

thought of, and ſometimes unavoidable.
Sixthly; Another Duty of the Husband, is to give due
Reſpect and Honour unto his Wife, 1 Pet. 3.7. Give Honour
unto the Wife as unto the weaker Veſſel; for being weak,

ſhe ought to be uſed with the more Reſpect and Gentle
neſs. Think honourably of her, as the Perſon whom God
ſaw beſt and fitteſt for you in all the World; and be not
tempted ſo much as in a Thought, to believe that any other

could have been either ſo proper, or ſo beneficial unto you :
Speak honourably of her, not divulging any of her Failings
and Imperfeótions, to her Diſcredit; but giving her the due
Praiſe of thoſe Vertues and Graces that are in her.

For he

that diſgraceth his Wife, diſparageth himſelf; andeveryone
will cenſure him as guilty of Folly, either in chuſing or
in governing her. Treat #. honourably, neither making
thy ſelf a Servant to her Humour, for that will diſhonour

thee; nor making her a Slave to thine, for that is to diſho
nour her; but uſe her as thy Boſom-Friend, thy indeared
and in every thing but Authority, equal to thy

ºpinion,
CIT.

Seventhly; The laſt Duty of an Husband, is prudent
maintaining and managing his Authority. His Authority o
ver his Wife is God's, who hath intruſted him with it: and

our Saviour illuſtrates his own Authority over the Church,

by the Authority of an Husband over his Wife, Epheſ. 5.
And therefore it is not baſely to be betrayed, nor to be main
tained with Rigour and a tyrannical Violence. But the
**

right
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right and moſt effectual way of keeping up this Authority,
is by Prudence and Gravity, by Soberneſs and Piety, and a
ſtaied, exemplary and ſtrićt Life. This will cauſe a reverent
Eſteem and Veneration in the Wife, and in the whole Fa

mily; whereas an humourſom Lightneſs at one time, and
as humourſom Severity at an other, will but expoſe us to
Contempt for the one, and Hatred for the other. It is an
hard matter for him to be reverenced by others, who doth

not firſt reverence himſelf; for he that will proſtitute him
ſelf by fooliſh and ridiculous Humours, or by vile and

wicked A&tions, either Injuſtice or Intemperance, or Ly
ing, &c. it is impoſſible but that he muſt fall under the
Scorn of his neareſt Relations: And therefore Nabal's Chun

liſhneſs and Drunkenneſs, made even wiſe Abigail to call
him Fool, Nabal is his Name, and Folly is with him.

But

where there is an excellent mixture of Prudence and Piety
together, the one to be a Guide, and the other to be an
Example, theſe will make a Man truly awful and reverend,
and induce the Wife and the whole Family to eſteem, and
to imitate him.

And thus much for the Duties of the Huſ

band towards the Wife.

Let us next conſider the Duties of the Wife towards the

Husband, and they are theſe which follow.
Firſt; Subjećtion and Obedience: And this is required
from them as abſolutely and peremptorily as unto Chriſt
himſelf; Epheſ. 5. 22. Wives ſubmit your ſelves unto your
own Husbands, as unto the Lord. And again, ver. 24. There

fore as the Church is ſubjeć unto Chriſt; ſo let the Wives be
unto their own Husbands, in every thing. And not only doth
the Apoſtle give Authority and Command for it, but infor
ceth it by ſundry Reaſons. As,
1ſt. The Woman was made out of the Man, and there
fore ought to be ſubjećt unto him, 1 Corinth. 1 1, 3,8. The
Head of the Woman is the Man; for the Man is not of the Wo
*4/45,
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man, but the Woman of the Man: She is Bone of his Bone, and

Flaſh of his Fleſh; and therefore ought to pay him the Ho
mage of Obedience and Subjećtion for thoſe Materials of
her Being, which ſhe firſt received of him.
2ly. Becauſe the Woman was made for the Man, and
therefore ought to be ſubjećt to him: So in the next Verſe,
Aleither, was the Man created for the Woman, but the Woman

for the Man. She owes her Being to the Man's Neceſſities
and Convenience; and the great End of her Creation, next

to the Glory—of God, was that ſhe might be helpful and
profitable to Man; Gen. 2. 18. It is not good that Man ſhould
be alone; I will make him an help meet for him : And there
fore having received their Beings for the ſake of Man, they

ought to be ſubjećt unto him.
3!y. Another Reaſon which the Apoſtle gives, is taken
-

-

from the Priority of the Man's Creation, 1 Tim. 2. 12, 13.
Authority over the Man; for A
I ſuffer not a Woman to

#

dam was firſt formed, and then Eve : And therefore in the
ſame Rank of Creatures, it is but fit that he ſhould be firſt

in Dignity, who was firſt in Nature. And,

4ly. Becauſe by the occaſion of the Woman, Sin entred
into the World: So ver, 14. Adam was not deceived, but the

Woman being deceived, was in the Tranſgreſſion. And therefore
it is but fit and juſt that ſhe who made all Mankind diſo
bedient againſt God, ſhould her ſelf be made ſubjećt and
obedient unto Man. And this Sentence we find inflićted up

on her as a Puniſhment for her Tranſgreſſion, Gen. 3. 16.
Thy deſire (ball be to thy Husband, and he ſhall rule over thee.
Not as though there would have been no Subjećtion due
from her to Man, if Sin had not entred into the World b

her means, for the Reaſons before alledged do manifeſtly
prove the contrary; but that now her Subjećtion is a Curſe;
and whereas before it would have been eaſy and pleaſing
unto her, now it is become burdenſome and grievous;
Man being by Sin made more humourſome, and harder to
be
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be pleaſed, and ſhe being made leſs able and willing to do
it, God juſtly and righteouſly puniſhing her, by impoſing
on her a Work which ſhe her ſelf hath made irkſome and
difficult. And let me add to theſe Reaſons of the Apoſtle,

5. That the Man's Titles do imply Superiority and Au
thority over the Wife: Such as Lord, 1 Pet, 3.6. Sara o
beyed Abraham, calling him. Lord. He is likewiſe called the
Head and Guide of his Wife, I Cor.
6. The Husband repreſents Chriſt,
and that in this very particular of

I 1. 3. Prov. 2. 17.
the Wife the Church,
Superiority and Sub

jection: And therefore as the Church is ſubječt unto Chriſt,
ſo let the Wife be to her own Husband.

iº

“ ..

And thus we ſee their Subjećtion abundantly proved,
both by natural and ſpiritual Arguments. | ºf . ."
And in token of this Subjećtion the Apoſtle tells us,
*

-

I Cor. 11. Io. that the Woman was to have Power over her
Head, becauſe of the Angels. Which place, eſpecially the

latter Clauſe of it, is diverſly interpreted. 9 But I think all
agree in this, That this Power which they were to have
on their Heads was a Veil or Covering, which at other
times, but moſt eſpecially in the Congregation, Women ‘Propter
ought to wear on their Heads; and which in the Primitive ºl.
Times covered not only their Heads, but alſº their Face, as É...",

a Guard to their Modeſty, and a Screen to keep off looſe peogº.

and wanton Eyes. And this Veil is called Power, to ſignify ...
that they were under the Power and Authority of their ††
Husbands. But the Men were uncovered in their Aſſem: am ſºme

blies, as the Apoſtle tells us, ver, 4. to ſignify that they had j
nothing over them, but were ſuperiour to all viſible Crea-go adum.

tures, and ſubjećt only unto God. This Power; or Veil, . .
Women were to wear becauſe of the Angels. Not as ...”
* Tertullian did groſly conceive from that miſtaken Text, qº-º;

Gen. 6. 2. to hide their Beauty from the fight and inſpecti- lºn
on of Angels (for what Veii could do that, or how can jºia

Angels be affeded with Corporal Beauty 2) But either by dejºi
Virg. vil
M III
-

Angels, muſt, 7.
-
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Angels, are meant the Miniſters of the Church, before
whom they are to ſhew Modeſty and Baſhfulneſs; or elſe

perhaps the Celeſtial Angels, who are always preſent and
attending in the Aſſemblies and Congregations of the Faith
ful; and therefore Women ſhould not do any thing unbe
coming and unſeemly before them: Or laſtly, becauſe the
Angels themſelves do reverence Chriſt, who is their Head,
Iſa. 6, 2.

and in token of their Subjećtion unto him, are ſaid to veil
and cover their Faces: And therefore Women alſo in

token of their Subjećtion to their Husbands, who are their

Heads, as Chriſt is of the Church, ſhould likewiſe cover
their Heads and Faces with a Veil. So we find Gen. 24.65.
that when Rebekah ſaw Iſaac coming towards her, ſhe took
a Veil and covered her ſelf, as a ſign of her Subjećtion to
him.

And this Subjećtion is recommended unto them by the

Example of holy Women, to whoſe Practice they ought to

.

their own : So I Pet. 3. 6. Holy Women who

truſted in God, being in Subjećtion to their own Husbands.
And St. Paul gives it in Charge to Titus, to exhort Wives
that they be diſcreet, chaſte, keepers at home, good, obedient
to their own Husbands, Tit.2.5. And himſelf exhorts them

to the ſame Duty, Coloſſ 3.18. Wives, ſubmit your ſelves
unto your own Husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.

Theſe Commands are ſo many and ſo expreſs, that there
is ſcarce any other Duty which the Scripture doth urge

with ſo much Inſtance and Earneſtneſs, with ſuch preſſing
Reaſons and inforcing Motives, as this of the Wives Obe.
dience. The Duty is frequently expreſt, Submit yourſelves;
and the manner of performing it, Be ſubječ as to the
Lord; ſubmit in the Lord ; which Phraſe carries in it three
things.
A Motive.

A Direčtion.

-

And,

A Limitation.

Firſt;

------------
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Firſt ; A Motive to Obedience: It is done to the Lord.
And tho through the forward and peeviſh Humours of the
Husband, they may have no other Encouragement to ob
ſerve and obey him; yet to the conſcientious Wife this

will be Encouragement enough, that the Lord will accept
and reward their Obedience ; their heavenly Husband Jeſus
Chriſt will account it as a Service done unto him.

For

Marriage being a Type of our Myſtical Union unto Chriſt,

he eſpecially is concerned that the Duties of that Relation
be performed ſo, as to bear ſome Proportion to that Spiri
tual Myſtery.

Secondly; A Direction how to perform it; it muſt be
as to the Lord. She muſt obey her Husband not only
with a deſign of pleaſing him, but the Lord Chriſt. For
were it not that God commands it from them as part of
their Duty and Obedience to him, it might ſometimes ſeem
very fit that humourſom and ſelf-will'd Men ſhould be croſt,
and that thoſe who have no other Reaſon but their Will,

ſhould fail of that Obſervance and Obſequiouſneſs which
they tyrannically expečt. But then conſider, it is not the
Husband only that commands, but the Lord, and the Wife
muſt eye his Soveraign Authority, through the Authority
of her Husband; and then it will appear, that tho there

be no neceſſity in what is required, yet there is a neceſſity . .
ſhe ſhould perform what is required.
Thirdly; The words import likewiſe a Limitation of
her Obedience. The Wife muſt ſubmit and obey, but in
the Lord, and as to the Lord: That is, only in lawful things,

wherein by her Obedience to her Husband, ſhe may not
offend againſt God. And excepting this, in all other caſes
the Wife is abſolutely bound to obey the Will and Com
mands of her Husband to the utmoſt of her Power.

'Tis

true he abuſeth his Authority, if he command what is un

neceſſary and unfit ; but yet neither her Unwillingneſs to
perform them, nor her judging them inconvenient to be
M m 2

done,
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--

done, can excuſe her, or exempt her from the Obligation
that lies upon her of a ready Obedience; nothing can do
this but the Unlawfulneſs or Impoſſibility of what is in
joyned. . In all other things, altho they be never, ſo con
trary to her Humour and Inclination, ſhe is bound by the
Law of God and Nature to obey, and to ſubmit, if not

her Judgment, yet at leaſt her Pračtice to the Will of her
Husband, whether ſhe think it fit or unfit to be done, as

long as it is not unlawful; unleſs ſhe can meekly perſwade
her Husband to revoke his Command, ſhe is obliged to
perform it. Otherwiſe when the Apoſtle commands Wives
to be ſubjećt to their Husbands in every thing, it would
ſignify no more than in every thing which they think fit;
and this certainly is no greater a Subjećtion than every
Husband would readily yield to his Wife, and falls infinitely

ſhort of the Apoſtle's Intent, who requires this Subjećtion
of the Wife to the Husband in every thing, as the Church
is ſubjeć unto Chriſt; which certainly is not in every

thing ſhe thinks fit; neither ought ſhe to take upon her to
judg, or rejećt his Laws, but to fulfil them.
This therefore is the firſt and moſt comprehenſive Duty
of a Wife, Subjećtion and Obedience.
Secondly; Another Duty of the Wife towards her Huſ

band, is Reſpett and Reverence of his Perſon, Epheſ. 5. 33.
Let the Wife ſee that ſhe reverence her Husband.
Now Reverence conſiſts in two things, Eſteem and
Fear.

-

-

-

-

Firſt ; She ought to cheriſh an high Eſteem of him, if
not for his Gifts and Graces, yet at leaſt for that Relation in

which he ſtands to her, as her Lord, and her Head, ſupe
riour to her by God's Appointment and Ordinance : Yea,

ſhe muſt look upon him as that Perſon whom God out of
all the numerous Millions of Mankind, hath particularly
choſen and ſelečted for her, and one whom he ſaw fitteſt
and beſt to be her Head and Guide.

Secondly;

-

----*
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Secondly; Another part of Reverence is Fear, not a ſer
vile ſlaviſh Fear, for that is inconſiſtent with Love, but an

awful and a loving Fear, which will ſhew it ſelf in two
things.

In her Care to pleaſe him, indeavouring to conform
her A&tions to his Inclinations ſo far forth, as they are not
repugnant to the ſupream Duty which ſhe owes to God ;
I;

I Cor. 7. 34. She that is married careth for the things of

this World, how ſhe may pleaſe her Husband: And therefore
ſhe will indeavour how to comport her ſelf in her Speeches,
and in her Geſtures, and in her whole Demeanour, ſo as

may render her moſt grateful and moſt amiable to him.
adly. In her Joy in pleafing him, and Grief in offending
him. Indeed a good Wife ſhould be like a Mirror: A Mir
ror you know hath no Image of its own, but receives its
Stamp and Image from the Face that looks into it; ſo ſhould
a good Wife indeavour to frame her outward Deportment,
and her inward Affe&ions, according to her Husband, to
rejoice when he rejoiceth, to be fad when he mourns, and

to grieve when he is offended; this is that Reverence which
Wives owe to their Husbands, thinking highly and honou
rably of them for their place ſake, and indeavouring to
avoid and ſhun whatever may offend them : and therefore
thoſe who are croſs and vexatious, and either by Clamours
and contentious Speeches, or by thwarting and peeviſh
A&tions grieve and ſadden the Hearts of their Husbands;
let them know that they highly provoke the Lord, who
hath commanded Reverence and Reſpect to be paid to the
Husband as his Type, and as part of that Reverence and
Reſpect which is due unto himſelf.

Thirdly; Another Duty of a Wife is Helpfulneſs to her
Husband: ſhe ought indeed to be a Help to him in every
thing; to his Soul in furthering his Graces, and wiſely and
opportunely admoniſhing him to his Duty, at leaſt by an

- holy and blameleſs Converſation; ſo commending the ;
-

pe.

-
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ſpel of Chriſt unto her Husband, that at length he may be

gin to eſteem and reverence that Piety which hath ſo adorned
and qualified his Wife: And what knoweſt thou, O Wife,
whether by ſuch an exemplary Life as this thou mayſ, ſave
thine Husband, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, I Cor. 7. 16. To his
Body, by cheriſhing and tendering of it; to his good Name,
by indeavouring to augment and preſerve it, reporting well

of him, and ſilencing and convincing any ſcandalous Ru
mours that may be ſpred abroad concerning him; to his
Eſtate (wherein indeed lies her chief Helpfulneſs, and

which ſhe ought to make her conſtant and daily Imploy
ment) if ſhe cannot bring in, and get anything to increaſe
the Stock, yet ſhe ought prudently and frugally to manage
what her Husband intruſts her withal, and not to waſte it

vainly and profuſely; for let her know that whatſoever is
ſo ſpent or waſted is but ſtolen; and if ſhe ſhall alienate
anything from her Husband contrary to his conſent, either
expreſly declared, or elſe upon good grounds ſuppoſed to be
tacitely granted and allowed, it is no better than Theft.

And therefore when we read that Abigail, without the con
{ent of her Husband, took a conſiderable Preſent to beſtow

upon David to divert his ireful Intentions; it may very
well be ſuppoſed that if Nahal had known, as well as ſhe,
the Danger wherein he ſtood, he would have been as for

ward to incourage her to do it, as ſhe was ready and willing.

And therefore here were good grounds to ſuppoſe a tacite
and implicite Conſent unto the Aétion. The Husband is
the true and only Proprietor of all: and though the Wife
hath a Right to all, yet it is only a Right of Uſe, and not

of Dominion; ſhe ought not to diſpoſe of his Eſtate, or

any part of it, contrary to his Mind and Conſent; her pro
per Office is providently and faithfully to manage the Affairs
of the Family that are committed to her Over-ſight and
Care: and therefore in the Deſcription of a good Wife
given us at large, Prov. 31. from verſe ſo, to the end, we
-

-

find
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find the whole of it taken up in ſhewing her Induſtry and
Care in ordering the Affairs of the Family.

-

Fourthly; Another Duty of the Wife is Modeſty, and
that both in Apparel and Behaviour.
1ſt. In Apparel; that it be according to her Place and
Rank, not affecting Gaudineſs, or ſtrange Faſhions, nor yet
-

affe&ting on the contrary a Singularity of Obſoleteneſs and
outworn Antiquity; for Pride may be equally ſhewn either
way: The beſt Temper is for them not to wear Garments
to be taken notice of. The Apoſtle gives them this
Rule; 1 Pet. 3.3, 4. Let not the Woman's adorming be the
outward adorning, of plaiting the Hair, and of wearing of

Gold, or of putting on of Apparel. But let it be the hidden
Man of the Heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the
Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit, which in the ſight of
God is of great Price. And ſo St. Paul, 1 Tim. 2. 9, 1o.

I will that Women adorn themſelves with modeſt Apparel, with
Shamefacedneſs and Sobriety ; not with broidered Hair, or Gold,
or Pearls, or coſtly array; but (which becomes Women profeſſing
Godlineſs) with good Works. This indeed is the beſt Orna
ment, that which makes them lovely in the Sight of God,
and that too which makes them eſteemed by all ſober and
ferious Perſons. Indeed I do not think that coſtly Array
is in either of theſe places abſolutely forbidden : Doubtleſs,
Gold and Jewels may lawfully be worn, if we keep our
ſelves within our Rank and Quality, and faſhion our É.
to thoſe who are moſt ſober in that rank, rather than to
2

thoſe who are moſt light and vain: but the Prohibition is
to be interpreted either by the Degree, i.e. be not exceſſive
nor vain in your Apparel, which happens when the Habit

exceeds either the Quality or the Ability of thoſe that
wear it; or elſe it is to be interpreted by a Compariſon, let
not the adorning be the outward adorning of wearing of
Gold, or putting on of Apparel; that is, ſtudy not ſo much

how to ſet off your ſelves in your Garments, as hº to

3ClOTIl.
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adorn your ſelves with a meek and quiet Spirit, with Sobri

ety, Modeſty, and good Works, which is the richeſt and
moſt beautiful Robe you can wear.

-

2dly. As ſhe muſt be modeſt in her Apparel, ſo in her
Behaviour and Deportment ; , her Countenance, Geſture,

and Speeches, muſt be all fitted to ſhew the inward Calm
neſs and Serenity of her Mind; and therefore imperious,
clamorous, and turbulent Women, who at every Word

ſpit Paſfion and Poiſon, are a Torment and Vexation to
themſelves, and more to their Husbands: The Contentions

of a Wife, ſaith the wiſe Man, are a continual dropping, Prov.
19. 13. And it is ſuch a dropping, as will at laſt eat and fret
through his very Heart, though it were made of Stone.
Theſe therefore are the Duties of the Wife.

There are likewiſe common Duties to be performed by
both mutually : I ſhall only name them to you. Such are
fervent Prayers to God both ſeverally and together, that
he would be pleaſed to pour down his Bleſfings and his
Graces upon them, and give them Wiſdom to demean them
ſelves towards each other aright: Conjugal Love, Commu
nion of themſelves, of their Eſtates, of their Habitations,
a mutual bearing one anothers Weakneſs, with prudent and
pious Indeavours to heal and remove them; the Nurture
and Education of Children, the Government of their Fa

mily committed to their charge, for whom they are to pro
vide not only what is requiſite for their corporal Good,
but much more for their ſpiritual; in as much as their
Souls are much more worth than their Bodies; and there

fore they ought to obſerve conſtant Family-Duties, and
make choice of honeſt and religious Servants, and as far as
in them lies, keep out the Infection of evil Company from
entring within their Doors, as carefully as they would the
Plague. And whilſt they thus live, and thus love, they have
good reaſon to believe, that as they are joined in a near Rela
tion
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tion each to other, ſo they are both joined in a near Relation

to the Lord Jeſus, who is the Husband of his Church, and
all the Faithful in it; and when Death ſhall diſſolve their

Marriage-Union, and ſeparate them one from the other, it
is only to bring them to live for ever, with that Husband
from whom they can never be ſeparated nor divorced.

And thus much for the mutual Duties of Husbands and
Wives.

*

-

. . .

)

Let us in the next place proceed to conſider the Duties of
another Family-Relation, and that is between Maſters and
their Servants; for theſe alſo are comprehended under this

Commandment, Honour thy Father and thy Mother, ſince
there is a confeſſed Superiority of the one over the other;

and upon that account (as I not long fince told j} Ser
vants have honoured their Maſters with the Stile and Com
pellation of Father: Thus 2 Kings 5, 13. When thoſe pru
dent Servants fought to mitigate the Rage of proud Naaman,

who thought his Greatneſs tºo much ſighted by the Pro:
phet, in that he would only cure, and not complement him;
they reverently call him. Father; his Servants came near
and ſpake unto him, and ſaid, My Father, &c. . . . . . . ;

And here, not to diſcourſe of Dominion and Servitude,
whether the Original and Foundation of either be in Nature
and Inſtitution, nor of the Difference of Servants by War,

Purchaſe, or Compačt; I ſhall only ſpeak of what is more
immediately pertinent to my Subjećt, and what may be
more inſtrućtive and profitable to you, viz. The mutual and
reciprocal Duties that Maſters and Servants ought to per
form each to other.

.

-

-

The Duties that equally concern them both, conſiſt in
the general, either in the right chufing, or in the right uſing
one another.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

I ſhall begin with the Servant's Duty, and that firſt as to
the choice of his Maſter. . . . . . . . .
-

Nn

. .

-

-

-

-

He
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He ought where his choice is left him free, to chuſe a
faithful Maſter, ſuch an one as fears God, and will be wil

ling to promote the ſpiritual Good and Salvation of his
Soul; with ſuch certainly he ſhall beſt ſerve, who do them

ſelves ſerve God; where he ſhall have nothing but reaſona

ble and lawful Commands to obey, and pious Examples to
imitate... Many, poor ignorant Souls have had cauſe for
ever to bleſs God, that his Providence hath caſt them into

ſuch Families, where they have received the firſt Knowledg,
and the firſt Savour of Godlineſs. But if the Servant be be:

fore-hand knowing and religious, what comfort can it be.

to him to live, where there is a conſtant Neglect of Holy .
Duties, nothing but Exceſs and Riot, and Profaneneſs, and

abuſing of the Name of God, and ſcoffing at his Service and
Servants * Certainly Neceſſity ſhould hardly induce him,
much leſs Choice lead him to be a Servant in a Family,where
the Devil is the Maſter of it. The Pſalmiſt ſorely com

plains, that he was forced to take up his Abode among
wicked and ungodly Men, Pſal. 120.5. Wo is me that I

fojourn in Meſech, that I dwell in the Tents of Kedar.
And as it cannot but be exceeding burdenſom and tedious
to thee, and cut thy Soul to the very Quick, to be at the
ommand of thoſe who rebel againſt thy God, to hear his
blaſphemed, his Ways, and Worſhip, and Peo
ple derided, which are dearer to thee than thy very Life;
ſo is it very dangerous, and full of hazard. It is hard to
keep Zeal, and the Sparks of Grace and Divine Love alive,
when thou haſt the greateſt: Helps to it that can be admini
ſtred. How wilt thou then preſerve them alive, when thou
haſt ſo many quench-coals about thee, , when the Flouds
of Ungodlineſs ſhall compaſs and ſurround thee about 2
Either thou muſt diſſemble thy Piety, (and that is the ready
way to loſe it, for Grace is like Fire, ſtifle and keep it cloſe,

i.

and it will certainly die) or elſe thou muſt put thy ſelf up
on the ſore Temptation of being mocked and ſcorned for
1t :
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it: Thou knoweſt not how far thou mayeſt forſake God,

and thy firſt Ways for compliance ſake. It is the hardeſt
thing in the World to be religious alone, and to keep up
Zealand Affe&tion for God, when all that we converſe with

are Wicked and Ungodly. Vice is the moſt contagious

Plague that is ; and it will be a very great wonder if thoſe
with whom thou familiarly converſeſt, with whom thou.
eateſt, and drinkeſt, and ſleepeſt, do not at laſt infečt thee.
We ſee holy joſeph, by living long in the Egyptian Court,
had learn’d ſome of the Court-Faſhions, and could readily

ſwear by the Life of Pharaoh.

-

-

Venture not thy ſelf therefore into thoſe Familes, where
the Governours are either corrupt and erroneous in their

Principles, or lewd and diſſolute in their Converſation ; for
it will be hard for thee to ſwim againſt the Stream both of
Example and Authority. Or if thou ſhouldſt be able to
bear up againſt both, it will coſt thee more Pains and Strug

ling to do it, than all the temporal Advantages thou canſt
there reap, will be worth to thee.

,

- -

- - -

This is the firſt Duty that belongs to a Servant, viz. That

he chuſe a pious and religious Maſter.
Secondly; After thou haſt made thy choice, and art enter

tained, conſider how thou oughteſt to demean thy ſelf towards thy Maſter.

-

-

And here, if by what thou ſhalt hearthy Duty ſeem very
hard unto thee, yet it is no harder than it hath pleaſed
God to make it ; yea, and poſſibly not ſo hard as thy Ma
ſter's. For he is bound to give an account for thee unto God;

but ſo art not thou for him. Thy Miſcarriages ſhall be ſe
verely revenged upon him, if thcy have been through his
default of needful Inſtrućtion, or of Care and Diſcipline;

but ſo ſhall not his upon thee. And therefore in this reſpećt,
all Inferiours have a mighty Advantage to ſweeten the
Meanneſs and Lowneſs of their Condition, that they ſhall
N n 2
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not be puniſhed for the Sins of their Superiours, but Supe
riours may for the Sins of their Inferiours; yea, and ſome
times for their due Obedience too, when they command
them things, though not unlawful, yet unfit; for that may
be a Sin in a Superiour to command, which is a Duty for an
Inferiour to obey, when commanded: And certainly in the
end, his task will be found eaſieſt, who is to obey, rather than
his who commands,

.

. . .

Now here, Firſt; The chief and comprehenſive Duty of
a Servant, is Obedience unto the Commands of his Maſter.
For this is abſolutely injoined them, Col. 3. 22. Servants,
abey in all things your Maffers according to the Fleſh : Anda
gain, Epheſ. 6.5. Servants, he obedient to them that are your
Maffers according to the Fleſh. In all things that are not
diſhoneſt, and contrary to the Laws of God, there Obedi
ence is required; yea, although in many things their Com
mands ſhould be impertinent, or too imperious and tyran
nical, yet Servants in ſuch Caſes are no more exempted from
Obedience, than their Maſters ſhall be from Puniſhment, for
the unreaſonableneſs of their Commands they ſhall give an

account unto God,their Maſter; and thou for detraćting thy
Obedience both to them and him. . .

-

Secondly; Another Duty is, a patient ſuffering their Re
proofs and Corrections 3 yea, and ſo patient are they to be,
as not ſo much as to anſwer again: Tit, 2.9. Exhort Servants
to pleaſe their Maſters well in all things, not anſwering again.
So ſtrićtly hath Religion tied them up to Obedience, that

they ought not to reply againſt a Rebuke, nor to derogate
ſo much from the Authority of their Maſters, as to mur
mur at it : And therefore to uſe Violence againſt them,
is ſo high a Degree of Diſobedience, that it approacheth near
to Sacriledg; yea, and this quiet and filent Submiſſion, is
required alſo not only where the Servant hath given juſt

cauſe for Reproof and Correćtion, but although he º:
TOIIºl
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from the groundleſs Rage and Paſſion of his Maſter. See
1 Pet: 2. 18, 19, 20. Servants be ſubječ to your own Maſters,
with all fear, not only to the Good and Gentle, but to the Fro

ward alſo: for this is Thank-northy, if a Man for Conſcience
towards God endure Grief, ſuffering wrongfully.

For what

Glory is it, if when ye be buffeted for your Faults, ye take it pa
tiently f but if when you do well, ye ſuffer for it, and take it pati
ently, this is acceptable with God. See here with what
Preſſingneſs the

º: injoins them this Duty.

And in

deed a Duty ſo hard, ſo contrary unto Fleſh and Blood, had
need to be preſt home upon your Conſciences: You ought
to be patient not only when you are juſtly reproved and
correàed for your Faults; but if the diſtempered Rage of
a Maſter ſhould break forth without any Reaſon, or con

trary to all Reaſon; if he ſhould reprove and buffet you, not
for your Faults, but for your Duty, you ought to take it pa
tiently; and not to ſtrike again, no not ſo much as to an
ſwer again; that is, not to anſwer with Taunts and In
večtives, but calmly, and at fit and convenient Seaſons, to
eſent unto him the Juſtice of your A&tions, and the Rea
bns that moved you to them. I muſt confeſs, that of all
things which belong unto the Duty of a Servant, this is
the moſt difficult; and there is nothing that can ſweeten
and facilitate it, but only conſcience of their Duty, and

the Acceptation and Reward which they ſhall find with
God for it; and therefore they had need pray for a great
meaſure of Self-denial, and Mortification of thoſe Paſſions

which will be apt to ſtruggle in them upon this Occaſion,

and by an Eye of Faith look up to God to ſupport them,
eſteeming it a Chaſtiſement inflićted upon them by their
Heavenly Maſter; and that, be their Spirits never ſo high,
will enable them to undergo it without any more murmu
ring than they would uſe againſt God himſelf when he im
mediately afflićts them.
-

Thirdly;
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Thirdly; Another Duty of Servants is, a reverential Fear

of their Maſters, Malachy 1.6. A Son honoureth his Father,
and a Servant his Maſter. If I be a Father, where is mine

Honour? if I be a Maſter, where is my Fear And the Apoſtle
hath commanded Servants to be obedient to their Maſters
with Fear and Trembling, Eph. 6.5. And again, 1 Pet.2.18.
Servants be ſubjeć to your Maſters with all fear.
s
Which Fear is to be expreſſed by them in their Speeches

and Aétions. In their Speeches, by forbearing any Cla
mours or irreverent Muttering in their Preſence. Their
Words muſt be few and humble, giving them all thoſe

reſpectful Titles that belong juſtly to their Place and Qua
lity. Yea, and they muſt not only ſpeak fair to them
whilſt they are preſent, but ſpeak well of them when ab
ſent, begetting in others as good an Opinion of them as
they may, concealing their Infirmities, and what they can
not ſpeak truly of them to their Credit, therein to be ſi
lent. They ought likewiſe to teſtify their Reverence in
their A&tions, comporting themſelves with all the Expreſ:
ſions of Modeſty and Reſpe&t before them, and readily do
ing not only what their Maſters ſhall expreſly command

them, but what they judg will be pleaſing and acceptable
to them; and therefore we have that Expreſſion, Pſal. 123.
2. The Eyes of Servants look unto the Hands of their Ma
fters, and the Eyes of a Maiden unto the Hands of her Miſfreſ.
Intimating to us, that good Servants will not only readily

obey when they have a verbal and oral Command, but will
be ready to take the leaſt ſign, the leaſt beck from their Ma
ſters, and ſtrive not only to fulfil, but even to prevent their
Commands by the readineſs and reſpećt of their Obedi
CI]CC.

Fourthly; Another Duty of a Servant is, diligence in his
Maſter's Affairs. He ought to ſet his Mind to them, and
imploy his time in them. For he is not faithful, who is neg
ligent; and he ſteals from his Maſter, who doth not uſe his
-

Strength,

the fifth Ç011ttilättönient,

499

Strength, and ſpend his time in his Service. Every ſloth
ful Servant is a Thief; and ſo much Advantage as he hinders
his Maſter of by his Negligence and Idleneſs, of ſo much lie
doth but rob him.

And therefore in the Parable of the Ta

lents, when the Maſter takes an Account of every Man's
Improvements, he calls that Servant who had not uſed his
Talent, nor been induſtrious in his Service, not only ſloth
ful, but wicked, Thou wicked and ſlothful Servant. Matth.
25. 26.

-

-

'ºu,;

Another Duty is, Fidelity and Truſt in what
is committed to their charge; not defrauding their Maſters,
nor purloining from them the leaſt Value, but ſerving them
with all Faithfulneſs and Integrity; ſo Tit. 2. 9, 1o. Exhort

Servants to be obedient to their Maſters, not purloining, but
ſhewing all good Fidelity.
And unto this appertains carefulneſs in preſerving their
Maſters Eſtate, not waſting or conſuming it either by rio
tous Living, or Negligence. Doubtleſs many Men have
ſunk and decayed under the unfaithfulneſs or careleſsneſs.
of their Servants, either ſtealing from them, or prodigally,
-

waſting what was theirs.

-

Let ſuch know, that every Far

thing ſtands upon account in God’s Debt-book; unleſs they
make amends to their Maſters, if ever Providence ſhall e

nable them to do it, they muſt make a punčtual Payment to
Divine Juſtice, which is infinitely the more dreadful Cre
ditor.

Sixthly; As Truſt in Affairs, ſo likewiſe Truth in Speech
is another Duty of a Servant. They ought to approve them
ſelves ſuch, that their Maſters may repoſe themſelves upon
their Words. And as Servants are the Hands and the Eyes
of their Maſters, ſo they ought to make no other report
unto them, than what is as certain as though they had
touch'd it and ſeen it themſelves. We read of Gehazi, that

when he was returned from taking a Bribe of Naaman, he

ſtood very demurely before his Maſter, with a Lie ready
-

prepared
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prepared in his Mouth. Whence comeſ thou, Gehazi; Thy
Servant, ſaith he, went no whither. But this Lie coſt him a

Leproſy that ſtuck incurable to him and to all his Poſterity
after. "I am loth to be uncharitable, but I much doubt,

that if the ſame Judgment were inflićted upon every Ser
vant that comes to his Maſter with a lying Excuſe, every

Family would be infected, and very few in this Relation
eſcape that loathſom Contagion. Certainly it is only a

cowardly, baſe, ſlaviſh Fear that induceth one to this vile Sin
of lying. And what? Wilt thou be more afraid to offend
thy Maſter by confeſſing a Fault, than to offend thy God by

committing another to conceal it? What elſe is this, but to
heap up. Sin upon Sin, and to make a fingle Trangreſſion to
become two thereby P A Sin the moſt odious unto God, who
is Truth it ſelf, and uſually moſt deteſtable to Men, and

with difficulty pardonable by them; for it imputes a great
deal of Folly and Ignorance to them, as ſuch who are ſo
weak that they cannot find out the matter.

And therefore

Pºlio.7 thehtPſalmiſt faith, He that teleth Lies, ſhall not tarry in my

*Sºuth; Another Duty of Servants

(and it is the laſt

I ſhall mention) is to ſerve their Maſters with good Will,
and in ſingleneſs of their Hearts; not grudgingly, as of
Conſtraint, for that is ſlaviſh, but readily and chearfully
as unto the Lord. Not as Men-pleaſers only with Eye
ſervice, being no longer diligent than their Maſters Eye is
upon them, but careleſs and negligent as ſoon as his back is

turned; but as the Servants of Chriſt, doing the Will of
God from the Heart, as the Apoſtle commands and direčts

them, Epheſ. 6.5, 6,7.
Now to

-

perform Service unto their Maſters as unto

God

and Chriſt, imports theſe two things.
- Firſt; A. ſerious Conſideration that God is concern’d in

everything they do, as the Objećt of it; ſo Col. 3.23. What-ºfoever ye do, do it heartily, as wnto the Lord.” And therefore
- *

.

.
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Servants are commanded to have Reſpect, not ſo much
unto Men as unto God. This is the way to ennoble thy
Service, be it never ſo mean ; it is God whom thou ſerveſt
in them, that God whom the greateſt Princes and Poten

tates of the Earth ought to ſerve. And be the Imploy
ment what it will, yet the Greatneſs and Glory of that

Maſter to whom thou doſt it, puts an Honour and Dignity
upOn 1ſ.

º

To do Service as unto the Lord, implies thy
doing of it upon this very account, becauſe God hath com
manded it. Be the Aétion what it will be, yet if you
can truly ſay that you do it, not only becauſe your Maſter
hath commanded it, but becauſe God, his Maſter and yours,
hath laid the Authority of his Command and Injunétion

upon you to obey him, this prefers a Man's Service unto
God, and makes it an Aćtion done truly unto him.
And this may be a great Encouragement unto Servants,

(for indeed their Condition generally wants Incourage
ment) that tho their Imployments may be the meaner and

inferiour Drudgeries of this Life, and thoſe poſſibly not
very well accepted by their harſh and froward Maſters;
yet be their Work never ſo painful and laborious, whilſt
they perform it out of Conſcience to God's Command, it is
accounted as done to him, and not to them ; they are his

Servants more than theirs, and he will kindly accept and
bountifully reward them.

We have thus conſidered the Duties which Servants owe

3..

unto their Maſters. Let us now proceed to thoſe Duties
which Maſters owe reciprocally to their Servants. And
thoſe conſiſt (as before I noted) either in the right chuſing,
or in the right uſing them.
The Maſter's firſt Duty is a prudent Care and Circum

ſpection into the Choice of his Servants. And indeed this

:
($

is a matter of great moment, and that wherein the Happi
O o

neſs
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neſs and Comfort, or elſe the Miſery and Trouble of a
Family doth very much depend.
Now there are two Qualifications in a Servant, that
ought chiefly to be regarded in the making choice of him.

The one is Ability to diſcharge his place, and manage
thoſe Affairs which you commit to his Care and Truſt.
The other is

{.{j

and Piety in doing faith

ful Service, not to thee only, but to God, the common
Maſter of you both.

And indeed this latter is of more Importance, and of
greater Concernment to thee than the former: For when
thou entertaineſt a godly Perſon, tho poſſibly not ſo ſuffi
cient for thy Employment as ſome others, it will be a

Commendation of thy Charity, that thou maintaineſt one
of God’s Servants in thy Family. But when thou enter
taineſt a lewd profane Wretch, only becauſe he is able to
diſpatch his Work, thou maintaineſt one of the Devil's
Slaves, and takeſt into thine Houſe a ſworn Servant to the

mortalleſt Enemy thou haſt in the World, which is juſtly
reproachable both with Folly and Impiety.
*
et how little is this
regarded ! I know it is the

º

Cuſtom of too many, that if they can light on thoſe whom
they think proper for their Affairs, never inquire what
their Principles or what their Pračices be as to Religion,
whether Popiſh, or Fačtious; whether for
or
the Meeting; but chuſe them as they would do Beaſts of
Burden, the moſt ſtrong and able; and account it the only
Property of good Servants to be able to perform their

tº .

Office, and willing to drudg as much as they would have
them. But let them know that they make a very unwiſe
and a very ſinful Choice. For ſuch Servants will aſſuredly
make much more Work than they diſpatch, and leave more

Filth in the Houſe than they cleanſe out. Tho they be

never ſo able and fit for their Imployments, yet think not
ſuch an one fit for thee, who refuſeth to ſerve that God
whom

w
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whom thou thy ſelf art bound to ſerve; and believe it to
be a Deſign of the Devil to help thee to one who ſhall do

thy Work, but undo thy Family. . One vile and wicked
Servant is enough to corrupt a whole Houſhold; for aſſure

your ſelves they come there to do the Devil more Service
than you, and their lewd Examples and Preſumptions will
ſeduce and draw others into the ſame Exceſs with them
ſelves. For to this I impute the Riſe and Growth of that
general Profaneneſs that is too reigning in moſt Families,
eſpecially in thoſe whoſe Quality or Eſtates require a nu
merous Attendance; they are commonly too careleſs what

Ruffian and debauch'd Servants they entertain; and their

Children (which elſe might be the Qrnament and Glory
of the Nation) converſing with theſe, learn from them
thoſe firſt Rudiments of Vice, which afterward their Con

dition and Wealth enables them to perfeót into conſummate

Villany and Deviliſm. Here they learnt the firſt Taſte of

O

Exceſs and Intemperance; here they were taught the firſt

Syllables of Oaths, and inſtrućted how to liſp out Curſes
and Obſcenity, and according to their Proficiency, applauded
by theſe impious Wretches for their gentile Docility and
Aptneſs. Such Servants as theſe ſhould be rooted out, not
only as the Peſts of particular Families, but their Influence

reaches farther, even to corrupt thoſe who may hereafter
- have an Influence on the State and Common-wealth;

for they ſerve only to give Youth the firſt Reliſhes of Sloth,
and Pleaſure, and Vice, which by woful Improvements
grow at laſt to be inveterate Habits, and make them
only a Shame to their Families, and a Curſe to the

Kingdom.
So it is proportionable in all meaner Families; where
the Servants be wicked, the Children ordinarily will
-

--

be more ruled by their Examples and Flatteries, than
by their Parents Authority and Commands. And there

fore it highly concerns you to make a prudent Choice at
Oo 2

-

firſt ;
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firſt ; or if therein you have been miſtaken, as ſoon as you
can to rid your Houſes of thoſe Vermin and Caterpillars,
which elſe will deſtroy the verdant and budding Hopes of
your Children; and to bring in thoſe who are ſober, ſtaid,
and godly, who will make it their great Care, firſt, to ſerve
God, and then you. Take the Reſolution of the Royal
Pſalmiſt for your Pattern and Direétion, Pſal. Iol.6,7. Mine
Eyes ſhall be upon the Faithful of the Land, that they may dwell
with me : he that malketh in a perfeół way, he ſhall ſerve me:

he that worketh Deceit, ſhall not dwell within my Houſe; he
that teleth Lies, ſhall not tarry in my ſght. . Certainly thoſe
will be the beſt Servants to us, who are faithful Servants to

God; or if they ſhould be leſs fit for thy occaſions, yet
they will ſufficiently earn their Wages, tho they only pray

for thee. It is ſaid of joſeph, Gen. 39.5. when he was
brought into Potiphar’s Houſe to be his Servant, that the Lord
bleſſed the Egyptian's Houſe for Joſeph's ſake; and the Blºſing
of the Lord was upon all that he had in the Houſe, and in the
Field. Godly Servants bring a Bleſſing along with them to
the Families where they reſide ; and having ſuch a Servant,
thou haſt a Friend in Court, one that can do thee kind
Offices in Heaven through his Intereſt at the Throne of

Grace. And therefore as it is thy Duty, ſo it is thy Wiſdom
and thy Concern to make choice of ſuch ; theſe beſt know
their Duty; theſe will make moſt Conſcience of perform
ing it; in their Integrity and Faithfulneſs thy Heart may
repoſe, and they will intitle thee and thy Family to theſe
Bleſfings which attended them.
That's the firſt Duty, reſpe&ting the Choice of Ser
VantS.

Secondly; Another general Duty of Maſters is, rightly to
uſe them when they are choſen: And that conſiſts likewiſe
in two things,
-

Government, and
Proviſion.
-

-

Firſt;
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Firſ; ; Their Government ought to be prudent and
diſcreet, ſuch as may maintain their Authority, and yet not
be ſowr’d into Tyranny : And therefore it ſhould be a
Maſter's Care to demean himſelf gravely and awfully be
fore his Servants; his very Countenance and Comportment

ſhould be enough to beget Reverence in them. But when
the Maſter is vain and light, the Servants will grow, firſt
familiar, and then contemptuous.
Government conſiſts in two things, Command and Cor

rećtion: But that which doth moſt of all tend to make both
effe&tual, is good Example.
.
."
Firſt, therefore, a Maſter ought wiſely to command and
-

enjoyn his Servants what they ſhould do. And herein is
required a great deal of Skill and Prudence. For tho Ser
vants ought not to inquire into the Reaſons of all that their
Maſters bid them do, yet doubtleſs it is a very difficult
matter for them to bring themſelves to do that which is

apparently vain and ridiculous; and by impoſing ſuch
things upon them, the Maſter will much hazard the loſs,
or diminution of his Authority; and therefore in laying
his Commands upon them, he ought to have regard both to
the Manner and Matter of them.
. .. . .. . . . ..
As to the manner; He ought not to command with Ri

gour, with ill Language and Revilings, as is the Cuſtom of
too many, who when they enjoyn their Servants anything,
preface their Commands with a Reproach, which tends to
nothing but to diſcourage them, to make them hate the

Imployment, and him that ſetteth them about it; and by
this means we make our Servants to become our Enemies.

Macrob.
Saturn.l. I.

f*
-

The Apoſtle therefore hath given this Caution; Epheſ. 6.9
Te Maſters, do the ſame things to your Servants, forbearing

* C. l I.

:

Threatning. Nor yet ſhould they proſtitute their Authority
by any ſubmiſs Intreaties; for it is an Evil which the Earth
it ſelf cannot bear, when a Servant reigneth and bears ſway
over his Maſter, as the wiſe Man obſerves, Prov. 3o. 22.
But

3 off

2In QErpoſition upoil
But there ſhould be ſuch an equal Mixture of Mildneſs with
Gravity, and Love with Authority, that the Servant ſhould

not only be compelled, but inclined by it unto Obedience.
Indeed there is required much Evenneſs of Temper in him
that would make a good Maſter , not to be hurried with
violent and cauſeleſs Paſſions, nor to be ſwayed by irratio
nal Humours; for nothing doth more detraćt from Autho

rity than Humorſomneſs; becauſe Servants not having any
ſtanding meaſure of what will pleaſe ſuch a Maſter, will at
laſt grow careleſs of it, and deſpiſe the Commands of him

who is as much a Servant as they are Servants; yea, a very
Slave to his Paſſions and Humours, than which there cannot

be a baſer and a viler Slavery: and therefore thoſe who are

Servants to fickle and capricious Maſters, though they may
ſeem very obſequious to them, yet cannot but ſecretly de
ſpiſe them: for Power may indeed make their Commands
to be obeyed; but it is Reaſon only, and Gravity, that can
make them venerable and reverend.

Secondly; As a Maſter ought to reſpe&t the Manner how
he commands, ſo likewiſe the Matter what he commands.
And in this take theſe three Rules.

1ſt. He ought to command nothing but what is lawful to
be performed; for both they and their Servants have a ſu
pream Lord and Maſter in the higheſt Heavens, whom they
both ought to fear and obey. His Service is no farther due
to thee, than as it is conſiſtent with the Service of God;

and when thou commandeſt any thing contrary thereunto,
thou art not a Maſter, but a Tempter. It is true he is
bound in Conſcience to obſerve thee, yet it is only in thoſe
things wherein the Law of God hath left his Conſcience

free; and therefore where the great and univerſal Lord hath
laid a Prohibition upon him, his Obedience is ſuperſeded,
and thy Commands do only bind thy ſelf to Guilt, not
him to Obſervance: He is bound to work for thee, but not

to lie, or to ſteal, or to cheat for thee; and if thou art ſo
wicked
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wicked as to injoyn him any ſuch thing, it is nouncivil

Anſwer to ſay to thee, as the Apoſtles did, Aës 5. 29. We
ought rather to obey God than Men.
2dly. A Maſter's Commands muſt be not only lawful, but
-

poſſible: to command things impoffible, is the heighth of
Folly. And therefore when Abraham commanded his Ser
vant to procure a Wife for his Son; he prudently anſwers,
What if ſhe will not come? upon which Suppoſition his

Maſter acquits him from the Oath of God that was betwixt
them; Gen. 24.8. If the Woman will not be willing to follow
thee, then ſhalt thou be clear of this Oath. . To command

things impoſſible to be effečted, will but detraćt from the
Maſter’s Authority, and leſſen his Eſteem, and cauſe the
Servant to think his own Diſcretion to be a better Guide
for his A&tions, than his Maſter's; yea although the thing
be not ſimply impoſſible in it ſelf, but only to the Servant,
conſidering either his Inability or Imployments; or if it be
hugely inconvenient, or prejudicial, or unſeaſonable, the
Maſter ought not in Conſcience or Prudence to exact it.
For, as to command things unlawful, is Impiety, and things
impoſſible, Folly; ſo to require things unreaſonable and pre
judicial, is mere Tyranny: And as ſuch it is recorded in Pha
roah and his Task-maſters, who to weary and wear out the

Iſraelites, exačted the whole tale of Bricks, but would not al
low Straw to make them.

3dly. A Maſter's Command ought not to be Vain and Im
pertinent; but he ſhould have ſome ſwaying Reaſon, though
perhaps not always fit to be communicated to the Servant
why he commands ſuch things from him, Reaſon ſufficient
to ſatisfy his own Judgment, and his own Conſcience.
Theſe three Rules ought to be obſerved by Maſters;
they ought to command nothing that is unlawful to be
done ; nothing but what is poſſible; nothing but what is
profitable and uſeful.

And this is the firſt Part of a Ma
ſter's.

3in Erpoſition upon

}o?

ſter's Government, viz. Prudent commanding his Ser
Watts.

.

Secondly, It is the Maſter's Duty to correčt thoſe Servants
that are ſtubborn and diſobedient. The wiſe Man tells us,
Prov. 29. 19. There is a Servant mbo will not be correſted

with words; for although he underſtand, he will not anſwer.
Yet here Prudence muſt be the meaſure of what Diſci

pline is fit for them, according to their Age, Diſpoſition, and
- the Nature of their Offence. A Reproof will work more
effečtually with ſome than Stripes; and thoſe who have in

genuous Spirits, though in a ſervile Condition, will either
be diſcouraged, or exaſperated by a too-rigorous Uſage.
And God hath expreſly interpoſed his Will in this Parti
cular, Levit. 25. 34. Thou ſhalt not rule over him with Ri

gour, but ſhalt fear thy God. Indeed no Correótion is to
be inflićted on them out of Paſſion and Revenge: But
either,

-

, Ift. For Reformation and Amendment, that they may be
the more wary for the future; Or,

2ly. For Example's ſake, to terrify others from the ſame,
paloapud or the like Offences. Even an Heathen could ſay, Nemoſa.

... pens punit, quia pectatum ºft; ſed me pelletur ! No wiſe Man
»

...” doth puniſh, becauſe the Offence is already committed, (for
then it comes unſeaſonably and too late) but that it might
not be committed again.

-

But ſtill be ſure that the Correótions be not immoderate

and too ſevere ; neither exceeding the proportion of the
Fault, for that is Cruelty, nor unbeſeeming thee to inflićt,
or the Age and Quality of thy Servant to ſuffer, for that

will be reproachful to both. Generally Reproof is the beſt
Diſcipline. But if they be ſuch contumacious Fools as not
to be amended with that, although it be lawful, and in

ſome Caſes neceſſary to uſe a ſharper Method towards
them; yet the beſt and moſt prudent Courſe, and that
-

-

which
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which will tend moſt to thy Quiet and Credit, is to diſ.
charge them.
Now to move you to Mercy and Lenity towards them;
Conſider,

- -

-

Firſt, That you your ſelves have a Maſter, the great and
glorious God. This the Apoſtle urgeth, Eph, 6.9. Maſters,
forbear threatning, knowing that your Maſter alſo is in Heaven.
Think with your ſelves how often you provoke him, and

yet he forbears you, although you are infinitely more in
feriour to him, than any Servant can be unto you: and this
will calm your Paſſions, and cauſe you, if not altogether to

wave, yet at leaſt to allay and mitigate the Rigour and Se
verity of your Chaſtiſements.
Secondly, Conſider that they are equal with you in reſpećt
of God. It is true, they are your Servants, but both you
and they are Fellow-Servants to the great Lord and Maſter.
And if thou in a Rage ſhouldſt take thy Fellow-Servant by
the Throat, and imperiouſly abuſe him; fear, left thy Lord

may require it, and vindicate his Wrongs in the Puniſh
ment of thy Tyranny. There is no reſpešt of Perſons with
him; but he that hath done Wrong, ſhall receive for the

Wrong that he hath done. And what art thou, O vile

Worm, that thou ſhouldſt domineer over thy Fellow, who is

moulded of as good Earth, and hath as precious and immor
tala Soul in him, as thy ſelf? For,

y

º

Thirdly, Conſider that thou art equal likewiſe in Nature,

only Divine Providence hath made the difference. Whence

then ſuch a ſupercilious diſdain of Servants, Quaff non iſ:
dem tibi & conſtent & alantur elementis, eundemá; ſpiritum
carpant, (as Macrobius); as if they did not conſiſt of the ſame Servi ſunt,

Materials, nor draw the ſame Breath with thy ſelf. They imo ho
are Servants, but yet they are Men; they are Servants, mines:
ſervi ſunt,
yea rather they are thy Fellow-Servants. And it is in the imo
con
Power of the ſame Providence who hath ſubjećted them to ſervi. Id.
Pp

thee,
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thee, to change the Scene, exalt them, and bring thee into
Bondage. Why then ſhouldſt thou deſpiſe them? whereas

thou knoweſt not how ſoon thou mayeft be brought under
a more miſèrable Servitude. They are Servants out of Ne

ceſſity, when perhaps their Maſters are voluntary Slaves:
Some are Slaves to their Luſts, others to Covetouſneſs, o
thers to Ambition, and all to Hope, all to Fear. And there
is no Servitude ſo juſtly contemptible, as that which is vo
luntary and wilful.

Conſider again, that he who is a Servant to Men, may be
the Lord's Free-man; whereas he that is free among Men,
may be a Slave to his Luſts, and by them to the Devil:
And therefore we ought neither to think deſpicably of them,
nor to uſe them ſeverely, but to treat them with Love,
as our Fellow-Creatures, our Fellow-Servants, yea, and Fel

low-Heirs of the ſame Inheritance of Life and Glory.
And thus much concerning the Maſter's Duty in Govern
Hlent.

Another General wherein his Duty conſiſts, is Proviſion;
and that both for their temporal and ſpiritual Good; for the
welfareboth of their Bodies and their Souls.

Firſt;. As for their temporal Proviſion, he is bound to
ſupply them with things neceſſary for them according to.
the Tenour of the Agreement and Compačt made between

them, Coloſſ. 4. I. Maſters, give unto your Servants that
which is juſ; and equal. He ought to provide for them Food
and Raiment; or elſe in lieu of any of theſe, faithfully to
pay them their agreed Wages. Levit. 19. 13. The Wages of

him that is hired ſhall not abide all Night with thee, antil the
Morning. And again, Deut. 24. 14, 15. Thou ſhalt mot op
preſs an hired Servant that is poor and needy; at his Day thou

ſhalt give him his Hire; neither ſhall the Sun go down upon it,
left he cry againſt thee unto the Lord, and it be Sin unto thee.
This Oppreſfion of Servants in withholding from them their
COWCº
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covenanted Reward of their Labour, is a crying and pro
voking Sin. So the Apoſtle, james 5.4. The Hire of the
Labourers which have reaped don’m the Fields, (ſo likewiſe of
thoſe who have done any other Work and Service for you)
which is of you kept back by fraud, cryeth ; and the Cries of
them that have reaped, are entred into the Ears of the Lord of
Sabbath.

-

Secondly; As the Maſter is to make temporal Proviſion
for their Bodies, ſo much more is he to provide for their

ſpiritual Welfare, and the good of their Souls; in as much as
.. Souls are incomparably to be preferred before their
Bodies. Every Maſter is to be both a Prieſt and a Prophet
within his own Family, as well as a King; he is to inſtrućt
them in the Will and Laws of God, to inform their Igno

rance, reſolve their Doubts, excite and quicken them to the
Service of God, to reëtify their Errours and Miſtakes, to

pray with them and for them, to direct them in the Wa
that leads to Heaven and Happineſs, and above all, to wal
before them in it by his holy, and pious Example. But how

few are there that do conſcientiouſly perform this Duty!
Do not the moſt think it enough if they provide Neceſſaries
and Conveniencies for the Body, the dull, outward, and
earthly part of Man? and indeed it were enough, if they
had only Beaſts to look after. But remember, thy Servants,
and thoſe who belong to thy Charge, have precious and

immortal Souls, capable of eternal Glory and Happineſs,
but liable to eternal Miſery and Torments: and God hath
intruſted thee with theſe Souls of theirs, and will re
quire them at thy Hands. What an heavy and tremen
dous Doom will paſs upon thee, when God ſhall demand

at thy hands the Souls of thy Servants, or of thy Children,
which have periſh'd through thy default! Will it be enough
then to plead, Lord, I fed and clothed them, and was care

ful of their Health and Welfare? Yea, indeed if their Bo

dies only were committed to thy care, this were enough;
Pp 2

-

*
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but ſee, there they ſtand condemned, and ready for eternal
Flames, for the Ignorance which thou oughteſt to have in
formed, for the Profaneneſs which thou oughteſt to have
chaſtiſed and hindred, for thoſe Neglećts of holy Duties
in the which thou oughteſt to have gone before them;
and therefore though they ſhall die and periſh in their

Sins, yet their Blood will God require at thy Hands, whoſe
Careleſsneſs or evil Example, hath hardned them in Wicked
neſs, and led them on ſecurely to Deſtrućtion.
Let me therefore warn you who are Maſters and Heads

of Families, that as you tender the Souls of thoſe who are

under your Charge, yea, as you tender your own Souls,
which are deeply ingaged and concerned in theirs; ſo
that you would uſe all diligence and induſtry in promo

ting their ſpiritual Good, that you may at the laſt Day
preſent them with Joy before the Tribunal of God; Lo
here am I, and the Children and Servants that thou haſt
given me. Now that you may with Joy and Triumph
preſent them before the Throne of Juſtice then, be frequent

in preſenting them before the Throne of Grace now. Let
not a Day paſs without its ſtated Hours of Prayer in your
Family; inſtrućt thoſe that are ignorant, reduce thoſe that
are erroneous, admoniſh and rebuke with all Authority
thoſe that are faulty, diſcard thoſe that are contumacious
and incorrigible : Let not a ſcoffing Iſhmael, a Scorner and
Derider of Piety and Holineſs, remain within your Doors;
and eſpecially be careful that both you and your Family

do ſtrićtly obſerve and ſanétify the Lord's Day; for therein
conſiſts a great part of the Life and Strength of Religion,

and this Day' uſually gives a ſeaſoning to all the Days of the
Week after. Prepare your Families by private Duties, for
publick; let:none of them ſtay at home from the Ordi

hances, but upon great and urgent Neceſſity. Suffer them
not to wander, ſome to one Paſture, and ſome to another;
but where the Ordinances of God are duly diſpenſed; and
: ..."

whither
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whither thou thy ſelf art called, thither do thou lead thine,
that as they altogether receive their bodily Food in thy
Houſe, ſo they may altogether receive their ſpiritual Food
in the Houſe of God; take an Account of their profiting
by what they hear; be as careful to ſee thy Family well

imployed in the Service of God upon that Day, as to ſee
them imployed in thine own Service and Affairs the other
Days of the Week: . And therefore be not long nor unne

ceſſarily from them, for God hath made thee his Overſeer;
and if his Work go not forward in private Family-Duties,

eſpecially on the Lörd's Day, thou canſt never expećt a
Bleſfing upon what they do for thee. … . . . . . . . . .
And thus much concerning the mutual Duties of Maſters
and Servants.

.

.

. . .

.

.

.”

-

The next ſort of relative Duties that I ſhall treat of is,

that of Paſtors and their Flocks, Miniſters and their Peo
ple.

For between them alſo is ſuch a relation of Superi

ority and Inferiority, as brings them under the Direétion
of this Commandment. We do not arrogate too much
to our ſelves, nor take too much upon us, when we affirm
that we are Superiour to the People, and have an Authority
over them in things Spiritual, and appertaining unto God.
And although through the Vices and foul Miſcarriages
of thoſe who are dignified with this high Honour, and part
through the Meanneſs of their outward State and Con
dition; to which may be added likewiſe, the Meanneſs and
Abjećtedneſs of their Spirits, as a Conſequent upon the
former, baſely proſtituting themſelves, and forfeiting the
Reſpect that is due to them, by their ſorded crouching

§

for a Morſel of Bread at the lower-end of a Gentleman's

Table; though by theſe, I ſay, not only their Perſons, but
their Office be ſunk into the loweſt Scorn and Contempt;
yet. I cannot but with the Apoſtle magnify mine Office,
which is truly Excellent and Venerable; and it is the great
-

º

2
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• Sin of the People to deſpiſe this Calling, altho the Follies
and Indiſcretions of Miniſters themſelves may not only
occaſion, but invite them to do it.

-

Now here I ſhall plainly ſet down the reciprocal Duties
which they ought mutually to perform each to other.
The Duties of Miniſters either reſpect their Call to that

Office; or their Management and Diſcharge of it.
The great Duty that reſpećts their Call is, to look to it

that they be rightly called, that they do not temerariouſly
thruſt themſelves into ſo ſacred a Funètion, unleſs they be
duly ſet apart thereunto. For as the Prieſts under the Law
were taken from among Men, and ordained for Men in things
pertaining unto God, to offer Gifts and Sacrifices, as the
Apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb. 5: 1. So likewiſe the Miniſters of the
Goſpel are to be duly ſančtified and ſet apart for this high
Imployment, to ſtand before the Lord, and to miniſter in

things that appertain unto his Worſhip; and it is an into
lerable Preſumption for any to intrude themſelves into this
Lot, without being ſele&ed thereunto by that Order which
God himſelf hath

#. and left unto his Church.

For

no Man taketh this Honour to himſelf, but he that is called of
God, as the Apoſtle ſubjoins, ver, 4. And therefore God
complains of thoſe Prophets whom he had not ſent, and yet
they ran; and to whom he had not ſpoken, and yet they
propheſied, jer. 23. 21. Audacious undertaking Men it
ſeems they were; like ſome of late days, who thought their
Forwardneſs alone a ſufficient Conſecration, and the Seal of

whoſe Commiſſion bears only the Stamp of their own Im
pudence.
-

Now to the due Conſtitution of a Miniſter there is re

quiſite a twofold Call.
Firſt; He muſt have an inward Call, which conſiſts both
in the Gifts of the holy Spirit, and alſo in the Inclination
of his Will to uſe them for God's Glory in this holy Mi
niſtration.

Now theſe Gifts with which he

muſ. :
owed,
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dowed, ſome of them are abſolutely neceſſary to capaci
tate him for the Office; others are

º conducible to make

his Miniſtration in it the more effe&tual.

That which is abſolutely neceſſary, is a competent Know

ledg in the Truths of the Goſpel, without which the great
End of the Miniſtry cannot be attained, which is to teach
and inſtrućt the People. It is indeed their Duty to ſtrive
after an Eminency in this Knowledg; for they are the

Lights of the World, and ſhould be able to diffuſe abroad
their Beams, that they might inlighten thoſe that are ig
norant, and ſit in Darkneſs. But yet there is no ſtated
Meaſure nor Standard for their Knowledg. For we find,

that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Miniſter and Teacher

of the World, ſent forth his Diſciples to preach, when yet
they were very ignorant of many important Truths of the
Goſpel. Eminent Knowledg is therefore neceſſary for
Duty, but competent Knowledg is neceſſary for their

§:
Office.

That which is highly conducible to the Effečtualneſs of
their Miniſtry, is ſanétifying Grace, and an holy Life and
Converſation. Not that they are not true Miniſters with
out this; for we find a judas ſent forth with the ſame Au

thority and Commiſſion as the reſt of the Diſciples. Yea
and the Apoſtles, who had Chriſt himſelf for their Maſter
and Inſtruêter, yet are by him ſent to attend upon the Mi

niſtry of the Scribes and Phariſees; who, tho they were
very wicked and ungodly Hypocrites, yet becauſe they ſat
in Moſes's Seat, i.e. becauſe they had a rightful Authority
to teach the People, therefore he commands his own Scho

lars to hear and obey them; Whatſoever they bid you obſerve,
*

that obſerve and do; Mat. 23. 2, 3. It is not therefore per
ſonal Grace that gives Authority to our Miniſtry; but yet.
it may and doth contribute much Efficacy unto it. God.

º

may feed his People,as he did Elijah,by a Raven; and make.

M.

a cold Breath kindle the Sparks of Grace in the Hearts of
others,

d

j
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others, and blow it up into a Flame. But yet it is far more
comfortable and profitable to the People to fit under a Mini
fter who ſhall go before them in Example, as well as in
Dočtrine; who not only preſcribes them Rules of Holi

neſs, but is himſelf an Example to thoſe Rules: Such an

one who ſpeaks from the Heart, is moſt likely to ſpeak unto
it; and having himſelf experienced the Ways of Holineſs,

can more ſavourily recommend them to the Acceptation of
his Flock. And certainly he will be more like to ſpeed in his

Errand, when he ſhall perſwade them to nothing but what
he hath found the Goodneſs and Sweetheſs of in himſelf.

All others are but like thoſe mercurial Statues, which in old

Times were ſet up in croſs-Ways, with their Hands extended
to point out the right Road to Paſſengers, but themſelves
never walked in them: Theſe indeed may be ſerviceable
to dire&t their People.

But a Miniſter ſhould not only be a

Direéter, but a Leader; he ſhould not only point out the
Way, but walk before his Flock in it. And it is commonly
obſerved, that they are the Labours of ſuch, that God moſt
uſually owns and crowns with Succeſs.
-

-

Secondly; As he muſt have an inward Call in the Gifts
of the Spirit of God; ſo likewiſe he muſt have an outward
Call by a ſolemn ſeparation of him to this Work through
Impoſition of Hands. This indeed gives him the Mini
ſterial Power, and inveſts him with Authority to diſpenſe
the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt as an Officer and Miniſter
of the Goſpel: And this Authority St. Paul calls a Gift,
1 Tim.4. 14. Neglect not the Gift that is in thee, which was
given thee by Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands of the
Presbytery. This Gift here ſpoken of, I take to be nothing
elſe but the Miniſterial Office conferred upon him by Ordi
nation, according to thoſe Predićtions and Prophecies which
were before given of him by ſome divinely-inſpired Men,
who foretold that he was by God deſigned for the Work of
the Miniſtry, and ſhould glorify God by a careful Diſcharge
-

O
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of it; of which we read Chap. 1. ver, 18. Yea this Office

is by our Saviour himſelf called the Holy Ghoſt; and Or.
dination (how harſh ſoever the Phraſe may ſeem to be)
is a giving of the Holy Ghoſt, not indeed either in the
Gifts or Graces of it, (which were afterwards plentifully
beſtowed upon them on the Day of Pentecoſt) but only

Authority to exerciſe the Miniſterial Funèion. Conſult

-

john 20.22, 23. When he had ſaid this, he breathed on them,

2nd ſaid, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. Which Holy Ghoſt .*iſ.
Eccleſ.P
-

e

-

take to be nothing elſe but their ſolemn Miſſion to the Mi-fi. f *

niſtry; and this (tho perhaps it may ſeem a ſtrange In-5.77.
terpretation of the Place). I cannot but judg it to be the ‘’
true Senſe and Import of it, upon theſe two Conſide
rations. :

:- . . ..

.

.

.

. . .

Firſt; That the Holy Ghoſt was in no other reſpećt at
all at that time given to them. They neither received any
extraordinary Degree of Grace, or any extraordinary Gifts
of Grace more than they were before indowed with. Yea,
it is plainly expreſt, that as yet the Holy Ghoſt was not
given them in his extraordinary Gifts, but they were com
manded to wait for the Promiſe of the Father at jeruſalem;
and the firſt Accompliſhment of that Promiſe was on the

day of Pentecoſt, when the Spirit deſcended upon them in
the form of fiery cloven Tongues. Here then being a re
ceiving of the Holy Ghoſt, and that not in the extraordi

nary Gifts or Graces of it; what can remain, but that our
Saviour by breathing on them, gave them the Holy Ghoſt,

that is, Miſſion and Authority to preach the Goſpel, and to
diſpenſe his Ordinances to the Church 2

.

. Secondly; The words, following interpret theſe in this
Senſe. Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. Whoſe-ſoever Sins ye
remit, they are remitted unto them ; and whoſe-ſoever Sins ye
retain, they are retained. Now theſe Words ſeem to me a
clear Expoſition of the former, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, i.e.
Receive ye Authority to remit and retain Sins, which is
Q_q
one
-

-
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one great part of the Miniſterial Power, to declare Pardon,
to the Penitent, and Wrath to the Incorrigible and Obſti
nate. This, tho it may ſeem a ſtrange, yet to me it ſeems
the only true and conſonant Expoſition of this Place. But
I ſhall not now further vindicate it.

...Now as our Saviour uſed this ſign of breathing upon his
Diſciples when he ordained them; ſo the Apoſtles afterwards
inſtituted and uſed another ſign, viz. laying on of Hands,
of which there is frequent mention in Scripture, and which
was introduced into the Chriſtian Church from the Pattern

of the Jewiſh Church. Thus we read Aës 9. 17. that
Paul is ordained by the Impoſition of the Hands of Ana
nia; he put his Hands on him, and ſaid, The Lord jeſa.
hath ſent me that thou mightſ receive thy Sight, and be filed.
with the Holy Ghoſt; i.e. that he might be indowed with
Miniſterial Gifts, and inveſted with the Miniſterial Autho

rity. And again (which I wiſh heartily our diſſenting
Brethren, who ſo much decry Re-ordination, would but a
little more maturely weigh and conſider) he the ſecond

time receives Miſſion and Ordination with Barnabas, Aës
13.2. As they miniſłred to the Lord, and fifted, the Holy
Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul, unto the Work
whereºnto I have called them.

And when they had faſted and

rº: and laid their Hands on them,

they ſent them away. . .

Yea this Impoſition of Hands was ſo inſeparable an At
tendant upon Ordination, that ſometimes it is uſed alone

to ſignify it. So I Tim. 5. 22. Lay Hands ſuddenly on wo.

Maº, i.e. ordain no Man raſhly, and without due. Ad
W1Ce.

-

. Now ſince this external Call is ſo expreſly and frequent

ly mentioned, and the manner of it ſo particularly deſcri
bed, how daringly preſumptuous are they, who without

regarding thoſe Methods which the Holy Ghoſt hath pre
ſcribed, yea deſpiſing and contemning them as obſolete and
out-worn Formalities, ruſh into the Miniſtry, and pretend
àſlº
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an inward Call of Gifts and Graces, which yet in very
many of them, are no other than moſt of the People might
as well pretend unto, if they had but the like Impudence;
and ſo we ſhould have more Miniſters than People, more

Shepherds than Sheep? But let their Gifts and their Graces

º:

be never ſo eminent and admirable, they
not to take
this Honour to themſelves, until they are ſet apart by the
Church, and as well impowered to preach by an outward
Miſſion, as enabled to do it by their Gifts and Qualifica
tionS.

And thus much for the firſt thing which a Miniſter ought
to regard, which is his Call to that Office.
When we are aſſured that our Call is right, and accor

ding to the Will of God, there are then many other Du
ties incumbent upon us in the due exerciſe of our Cal
ling.

As,

sº

2.

irſt, and chiefly ; We ought to be good Examples to

the Flock. This St. Paul moſt expreſly injoins Timothy,
1 Tim. 4. 12. Be thos an Example to the Believers, in

Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in
Purity. Indeed it is very ſad to conſider how the unſuta
ble Converſation of Miniſters doth quite enervate all the
force and ſtrength of their Doºrine and Exhortations,
For let them ſpeak with the Tongues of Angels, and preach
as holily and powerfully, as if the Holy Ghoſt did imme
diately inſpire them; yet if their Lives be looſe, and their

Converſation contradićtory to their Doğrine, the People
will be ready to conclude, that ſo much Strićtneſs is not

neceſſary, that they only urge it as a Matter of high and
nice Perfeótion in Religion, and that certainly they know
a nearer Way to Heaven than through ſo many Severities

which they preſs upon the People; and that therefore they
will take the ſame Courſe, and run the ſame Venture that

their Miniſters do. And indeed how is it likely that ſuch
* . ..

-
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a Miniſtry ſhould be effečtual to bring others to Holineſs,
when the Miniſter himſelf declares to all the World by
his A&tions, that he looks upon it as unneceſſary 2 What
hold can his Admonitions and Reproofs take upon the
Conſciences of Men? Certainly his own Guilt muſt needs

riſe up in his Throat, and choak his Reproofs. For Con
ſcientiouſneſs of the ſame Miſcarriages will retort whatſo

ever we can ſay againſt others, more ſtrongly upon our
ſelves; and ſuggeſt to us that it is but baſe Hypocriſy to
blame that which our ſelves praćtiſe. With what Face
canſt thou preſs others to repent and reform; what Argu

ments canſt thou uſe to prevail, with them, who by con
tinuing in the ſame Sin, doſt thy ſelf judge thoſe Argu
ments to be of no force? Indeed it were a Temper to be
wiſh'd and pray'd for, that we could only reſpe&t how

righteous the Reproof is, and not how righteous the Perſon
who gives it; and be content to have our Motes pluck'd out,

though it be by ſuch who have Beams in their own Eyes:
That we could learn that hard Leſſon which our Saviour
gives his Diſciples, to do as they ſay, but not to do after

their Works; for indeed, there is no more reaſon to rejećt

ſºund Admonition, becauſe it comes from an unſound Heart,
than there is to ſtop our Ears againſt good Counſel, becauſe
it is delivered perhaps by a ſtinking Breath. But yet ſo

it uſually fares, that when Miniſters of defiled and looſe
Lives, ſhall yet preach up Holineſs and Striétneſs to their
People, and as they ought, reprove them ſharply for their
Sins; they will be apt to think, What, is he in eafneſt? and
doth he not ſee that he himſelf is as bad or worſe? With

what Face can he thunder out Wo, and Wrath, and Hell

againſt my Sins, which yet are no more mine than his own:
Doth he think to fright me, with denouncing Threats and
Curſes, when he himſelf,' who ſtands as fair a Mark for

them as I, ſlights and contemns them? Or doth he envy me
my Sins, and would ingroſs them all unto himſelf? And
.

. . . .

thus .

the #iftt Commandment,

3? I

thus with ſuch carnal Reaſonings drawn from the evil

Examples and wicked Lives of Miniſters, they ſit hard
ned under their Preaching, and account all they ſay, but as

a Leſſon they muſt repeat, and a Tale they muſt tell to get

their living by. Certainly ſuch ſhall periſh in their Iniqui.
ties, but the Blood of their Souls God will require at your
hands.

But now when a Miniſter walks conſcientiouſly and
exemplary before his Flock, his Doğtrine gains a might
Advantage to work upon them, by his Life. This is §.
ding up the Church of Chriſt with both Hands, ſhewing

them both the Equity and the Eaſineſs of that Holineſs
which he perſwades them to, by his own Pračtice. When
he reproves, his Reproofs break in upon the Conſciences
of his Hearers with Convićtion and Authority; and if they
do not reform, yet at leaſt daunt and terrify them, and
make them ſelf-accuſed, and ſelf-condemned. ' Here is one

reproves me for Sin, who believes it to be as evilashe repre
ſents it, by his own eſchewing it. Here is one that denounces
Wrath if I repent not, who doubtleſs believes it to be as
terrible as he declares it, by his own carefulneſs to eſcape it.
Certainly Preaching never comes with ſuch Power and
Energy into the Conſcience, as when the Miniſter preach
eth as well by his Works, as by his Word; and to induce
the People to it, is firſt obedient himſelf to the Truths
which he teacheth them. Men are eaſier led by Exam
ples, than by Precepts; for though Precepts are the more
exaët, yet Examples are the more eaſy way of teaching.
And he is a perfe&t Work-man who joineth both together,
neither teaching what he will not do, nor doing what he
dares not teach ; and therefore it is obſerved of our Lord

Jeſus Chriſt the great Teacher of his Church, that he began
both to do and teach, Aës 1.1.

r

*

Now Miniſters muſt be exemplary both in themſelves,

and in their Families. In themſelves they muſt be blame
leſs,
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left, as the Stewards of God; not ſelf-will'd, not ſoon as
gry, not given to Wine, no Strikers, not given to filthy
Lucre ; Lovers of Hoſpitality, Lovers of good Men, ſober,
juſt, holy, temperate; as the Apoſtle ſums up their Duties,
Tit. 1.7, 8. Theſe are the things which will give them
a good Report among thoſe which are without, and will
recommend the Dočtrines and Truths which they teach, to
the Acceptation and Love of their very Enemies, and the E
nemies of their holy Profeſſion.
*

They muſt likewiſe be exemplary in their Families: A
Miniſter muſt rule well his own Houſe, having his Children is

ſubjection with all Gravity, 1 Tim. 3.4.
And becauſe there are ſo many who are ready maliciouſly
to aſperſe us, we muſt by a ſerious and circumſpećt Con
verſation, cut off all Occaſions from ſlanderous Tongues;

that they who watch for our halting, may be aſhamed when
they can find nothing to reproach us with, ſave in the Mat
ter of our God.

--

But if any ſuch there be, who ſpeak like Angels, but
live like Devils; who when they are in the Pulpit, it is pi

ty they ſhould ever come out; and when they are'out, it is
great pity they ſhould ever come into it again; who are
heavenly Lights in it, but helliſh Fire-brands out of it.
Would to God they would conſider how they deſtroy the
very End of their Calling; and inſtead of converting Souls,
do but harden them in "... Sins, making Men abhor the
Offerings and Ordinances of the Lord, putting Arguments
in their Mouths to juſtify their continuance in their Wick
edneſs, or elſe Prejudices in their Hearts, cauſing them to
depart and ſeparate from holy Inſtitutions, becauſe diſpen
ſed by profane and ſcandalous Miniſters; let them pretend
never ſo highly to Uniformity and Obedience, yet certainly'

theſe are the Men who have made all our Separatiſts, that
now ſadly rend our Church in pieces.

For when the

Sheep ſee a Wolf ſet over them inſtead of a Shepherd, no
* **

wonder

|

.
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wonder if they run from him and ſcatter into other Pa

ſtures. It is in vain for them to tell People that they ought
to be obedient to the Laws of the Church their Mother,
when thoſe that tell them ſo are not obedient to the Laws

of God their Father. And Othat they would but conſider
not only the Damage which they do to the Church, of
which too many of them ſeem zealous Propugners, but the
heavy Wo and Wrath which they bring upon their own

Souls. Every Sermon they ſtudy, they do but draw up a

Bill of Indićtment againſt themſelves; and every time they
preach, they do but pronounce the Sentence of their own
Damnation: And wountoſuch Paſtors, when they whom
Chriſt hath ſet over his Sheep, ſhall themſelves be found at
the laſt Day ſtanding among the Goats.

Secondly; Another great Duty of Miniſters is, a diligent
and conſcientious imploying of their Gifts and Talents;.

they muſt be both able and willing to teach; they them
ſelves muſt be well-grounded in the Knowledg and Dočtrine

of Chriſt: The Prieff’s Lips ſhould preſerve Knowledg, and
Men ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth; for he is the Meſſenger
of the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. 2.7. And therefore the Apoſtle
rejećts a Novice, a raw, ignorant and unexperienced Per
ſon : for if the Blind lead the Blind, both will be in danger of

falling together into the Ditch. And God himſelf tells ſuch
ignorant and fooliſh Teachers, Hoſea 4- 6. Becauſe thou
haft rejected Knowledg, I alſo will reječf thee, that thouſhalt be

so Prieſ to me: ſeeing thou haft forgotten the Law of thy God,
I alſo mill forget thy Children.
And as they muſt be able to teach, ſo they muſt be di
ligent in teaching : A Neceſſity is laid upon them, and wo.
wnto them if they preach not the Goſpel, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks;
1. Corinth.9. 16. They ought to be inſtant in ſeaſon, and
out of ſeaſon; 2 Tim. 4. 2. Preach the Word, be inſtant in

ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long

ſuffering and Deárine. Not as if the Miniſter muſt be i.
tinually,
-
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tinually in the exerciſe of Preaching, but he ought to preach

in ſeaſon, i.e. in the ordinary and ſtated Times for it;

and out of ſeaſon, i.e. on extraordinary Qccaſions, when
the Neceſſity or Utility of the Church ſhall require it.
,, .

His Dočtrine ought to be,

1ſt. Sound, ſuch as cannot be condemned: Tit. 2, 1. Speak
thou the things which become ſound Dočírine. It muſt have its

Authority either from the expreſs Words of Scripture, or
the Analogy of Faith rationally deduced from Scripture ;
for he that preacheth falſe Dočtrine inconſiſtent with theſe,
doth but mingle Poiſon with his Peoples Meat. . . . .
2dly. It muſt be profitable; not ſetting before them a

-

lien and unintelligible Notions, or ſuch thin airy Specu
lations as can ſcarce conſiſt with Senſe, much leſs with

Divinity: for this is to give them Wind inſtead of Food.
2 Tim. 2. 14. Charge them before the Lord, that they ſtrive
not about Words to no profit, but to the ſubverting of the
Hearers. And Tit. 3.8. Theſe things I will that thou affirms

conſtantly, that they which have believed in God, be careful to
maintain good Works: theſe things are good and profitable unto
Men.

, -

-

-

3dly. Their Preaching muſt be plain, and ſuted to the
Capacity of their Hearers as much as can be without

diſguſting any 3 for he that ſhall only diſgorge and tumble
out a heap of bombaſtick-theatrical Words, at which the
People only ſtare, and gape, and wonder, preacheth to them
in an unknown Tongue,although he ſpeak Engliſh: and this
is but to give them Stones inſtead of Bread.
4thly. Their Preaching muſt be grave and ſolid, not ſlo- *
-

venly and too much neglečted, for that will but beget a
nauſeating in the Hearers; nor yet too nicely and ſprucely
dreſt, for that will be apt to divert the attention from the

Matter to the Phraſe. Their Sermons ought to have a
comely and Matron-like, not a gayiſh and meretricious
a

*-

Attire.
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The Truths they preach muſt be delivered in ſuch

words as may adorn, but not hide nor bury them; ſuch as
may rather recommend the Doğtrine to the Conſciences,
than the Art and Rhetorick of the Preacher to the Ears
and Fancies of the Hearers.
-

Fifthly; They ought to preach powerfully and with
Authority, 1 Tim. 4. II. Theſe things command and teach,
We comé to the People in the Name of God, and are his

Ambaſſadors, and therefore ought to deliver his Meſſage
boldly, being ſent to the
by the King of Kings,

ºf:

and Lord of Lords: And thoſe who mince his Errand, as

if they were afraid to ſpeak that which God hath given
them in Commiſſion, ſhall at their return unto him re
ceive the Reward of treacherous and unfaithful Meſſen

There are very many other Duties, which cannot with
gCrs.

out too much length be particularly inſiſted on.
As Hoſpitality according to the meaſure of their Eſtates,

1 Tim. 3. 2. They muſt be given to Hoſpitality. , And Tit. 1.8.
They muſt be lovers of

ſº

And therefore they

ought to be liberally and plentifully endowed, that they
may make their Table a Snare in a good ſenſe, and may

get ſome to follow and obſerve them, tho it be but for the
Loaves. And here it will be a good Point of their Wiſ.

dom, if they can handſomly make uſe of ſuch Opportu
nities (as we find our Saviour did after he had miracu
louſly fed the Multitude) to break unto them the Bread
of Life, and with their bodily Nouriſhment to feed their
Souls.

-

Then Gravity in their Diſcourſe, and in all their Con

verſe: A Miniſter ſhould neither ſpeak nor do any thing
that is unſeemly. Intemperate Mirth, clamorous Talk,
ſcurrileus Jeſtings, but eſpecially the leaſt ſyllable of an
‘Oath, anho it be never ſo much varied and diſguiſed, in a
-

Miniſter's Mouth, as it is wicked, ſo it is utterly miſ
Rr
becoming
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becoming the Dignity of his Profeſſion, and renders him
mean and contemptible.
-

Again; A pious and aſſiduous Care in viſiting the Sick,
who are certainly moſt capable of good Advice and Coun
ſel then, altho perhaps they have all their Life-time before

deſpiſed and refuſed it. You may poſſibly do more good
by the fick Bed, than in the Pulpit: For Death is a terri
ble and thundering Preacher; and he muſt needs be a moſt
forlorn and obdurate Wretch who will not liſten to your
Admonitions, when the hopes of a long Life, which made
him formerly reject them, have forſaken him.

#: in

catechiſing and, inſtrućting the
Younger in the Principles of Faith and Religion; root them
Again;

well at firſt, and they will continue ſtable ever after. This
will ſave your ſelves and your Succeſſors much Labour after
wards: for if once you can inſinuate into their Minds Piety

and Verity, they will grow up to farther degrees of Per
fečtion in the ordinary courſe of your Miniſtry, and be your
Comfort and Rejoycing here, and your Crown and Glory
hereafter.

-

. There are many other, Duties neceſſary to the right

diſcharge of the Miniſterial Funètion, but theſe already
thentioned ſhall ſuffice; and all others may be reduced to
ſome of theſe. I ſhall therefore conclude this with my

earneſt Requeſt, that you would ever ſeriouſly meditate
upon that Charge which God gives the Prophet, and in him
all Miniſters, Ezek. 3. 17, 18, 19. Son of Man, I have made

thee a Watchman unto the Houſe of Iſrael; therefore hear the
Word at my Mouth, and give them warning from me. When I ſay
wnto the Wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely die; and thougiveſt him not
warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the Wicked of his evil way to

ſave his Life; the ſame wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniguity;
“but his Blood will Irequire at thine Hand. Tet if thou warn,

the Wicked, and he turn not from his Wickedneſs, keyball die
in his Imiquity, but thou haſt delivered thy Soul. . . . . . .
-

-

-
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The Peoples Duty towards their Miniſter is eſpecially
twofold.
-

-

º

.

. . . .

,

f

... Firſt, Obedience, in being perſwaded

:.

-

--

} his good Ad

vice and Admonitions. 2 We have this moſt expreſly com
manded, Heb. 13.17. Obey them which have the Rule over
you; that is, not only Civil Magiſtrates, and your Rulers
in State-Affairs, but Miniſters alſo; for ſo it is added, for

fhey watch for your Souls, as thoſe that muſt give an account;

that they may do it with joy, and not with Grief. And they
are called the Elders that rule well, 1 Tim. 5. 17. I know

that this Obedience to Miniſters is a Duty ſo utterly for
gotten in the Practice of moſt Men, that I doubt of ſome

Prejudice in them againſt theſe places of Scripture by which
it is ſo § enjoyned. , Alas, that ever Chriſt and his
Apoſtle ſhould inveſtus with ſuch Authority, which when
we aſſume, we are look’d upon by the People as almoſt
ridiculous for it, as if we had only a Reed in our Hands,
and a Crown of Shame rather than of Dignity put upon
our Heads, and are accounted of rather as inſolent Uſur

pers upon their Liberty, than as Officers impower'd by
God himſelf. Sirs, we take to our ſelves no Power over

you, but what God hath by his Patent and Charter given
us; and when we propound to you the Will of God re
vealed in his Word; or in Caſes not ſo clearly determined
therein, do give our Judgment as thoſe who have found

Mercy to be accounted faithful, we do, and may challenge
your Obedience to it in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.
For we find that in thoſe particular Caſes wherein the
Apoſtle had no expreſs Revelation from Chriſt, yet he

preſcribes to the Corinthians what he judges fit for them to
do, and by that Dire&tion obliged their Pračtice, not indeed

ſimply and abſolutely, yet ſo that in ſuch Circumſtances as
the Apoſtle ſuppoſeth, they had ſinned if they had .
R r 2
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otherwiſe than he direéted them. We deſire not to lord it
over God's Inheritance by any burdenſom Impoſition of

things either unlawful, or in themſelves unfit. But when
we require from you thoſe things which God himſelf hath
commanded; or if not expreſly commanded, yet are in the

Judgment of thoſe to whom you owe Obedience, thought
convenient and lawful to be done, I know not how you
can excuſe your ſelves from Diſobedience againſt God, if
in theſe Caſes you be not obedient unto us: And if you
call this Uſurpation, and a taking too much upon us, you
Numb. 16.

do but ſpeak the Language of Corah and his Complices,

and ſhake not ſo much ours, as God's Title and Authority
over you, who hath given us this Power and Commiſſion.
Secondly; Another Duty of the People is to honour their
Miniſters as their Spiritual Fathers: Yea the Apoſtle ſpeaks
of a double Honour that is due to them, 1 Tim. 5. 17. Let
Elders that rule well, be accounted worthy of double Honour.
. All muſt have that Honour given them which is due to their

Function, but thoſe who rule the Flock well, 3:A&s, i. e.
not barely commendably, but excellently, muſt have this
Honour doubled to them: and thoſe who not only thus

rule, but excel others in teaching them likewiſe, muſt have
this double Honour doubled upon them; eſpecially they
that labour in the Word and Dočtrine.

-

. Now this double Honour is commonly taken for the Ho
nour of Reverence, and the Honour of Maintenance ; and

perhaps this place doth moſt eſpecially mean this latter,
when it ſpeaks of double Honour. For this word nań
often ſignifies Reward and Maintenance, and is in that
ſenſe º in this very Chapter, ver. 3. Xſe.9% nºwo, TX; &tas
24 egº, Honour Widows, i.e. relieve Widows, that are

Widows indeed. And here by the way we may ſee how
groundleſs the Aſſertion is, who from this place eſtabliſh
an Order, new and unknown to the Church of God till

of late, of Lay-ruling Elders. For if this Text gives
-

them.
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them any ſuch Authority, it gives them the double Honour
too; and ſo conſequently, by Divine Right they may

challenge Maintenance from the People, as well the Mini
ſters themſelves; nay, and if they rule well, a large and

plentiful Maintenance, double as much as may ſuffice o
thers of their own Rank and Order; which Honour when

they ſhall challenge to themſelves, as doubtleſs they may
upon as good Proof and Evidence as the Authority they
pretend to, certainly their Paſtors will find greater reaſon
to annihilate theſe Creatures of their Fancy and politick
Accommodation, than ever they had to forge them.

But to return. We owe them,
Firſt, The Honour of Reverence. We ought to honour
and eſteem them for their Office, and their Work-ſake. So

expreſly, 1 Theſſ. 5.12, 13. We ifech you, Brethren, to know
them which labour among you : and to eſteem them very highly
in Love for their Work-ſake. And again, Phil. 2.29. Re

ceive him therefore in the Lord with all Gladneſs, and hold ſuch
in Reputation. And certainly they who caſt any Contempt

upon Miniſters, either by injurious A&tions, or reviling
Speeches (as it is grown a common Cuſtom, to make them
a By-word, a very Scoff, and Song of the Drunkards) do

not ſo much deſpiſe them, as Chriſt who ſent them. He
that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, ſaith our Saviour, Luke Io. 16.
And God will not leave this Sin unpuniſh'd, yea he ſpeaks

of it as almoſt an unpardonable Crime, 2 Chron. 36,16. They
mocked the Meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his Words, and

miſuſed his Prophets, until the Wrath of God was againſt
his People, and there was no Remedy.
Secondly ; They owe unto them the Honour of Main

tenance. So Gal.6.6. Bet him that is taught in the Word, com
municate unto him that teacheth, in all good things. And there

is good reaſon for it: For if we have ſomn unto you ſpiritual
-

-

Things,

;

3

ºn Erpoſition upon
Things, tº it a great thing if we ſhall reap your carnal Things p
#.
Aft ..
What you give j is

;
not a matter of Bounty, and mere voluntary Benevolence;

and the Miniſter who ſo accounts, or receives it, under

values his Authority, and wrongs his Right; but it is your
Duty,and his due.He muſt havea competent and liberal Main
tenance, not ſtinted to the bare ſize of neceſſity, but it ſhould
be affluence, ſuch as may inable him to relieve the Neceſſities

of others, to provide ſomfortably for his own Family, and
to uſe Hoſpitality in Hºlouſe : This is his due, and he

owes you no more Tharks for tendering it, that you do
him for receiving it. Not here, to diſpute the Divine

Right of the tenth part, (which yet was not all that was due
to the Miniſters under the Law, for they had a conſidera

ble Acceſſion by Offerings and Sacrifices:) I think it certain
Miniſters under the Goſpel
ſhould equal, if not exceed theirs; in as much as eur Labour
is far greater, and our Miniſtry more excellent than theirs.
But they who think it fit to keep Miniſters poor and depen
dant, may well be ſuſpe&ted to do it in favour of their own
that the Incouragement £

Vices: For how ſhall he dare to reprove them, who is

afraid of loſing part of his Stipend, or the Benefit of his
Patron's Trencher? But whilſt the Gentleman in 'black
muſt fit below the Salt, and after Dinner converſe with the
better ſort of Serving-men, there is no danger that he
ſhould be ſo audacious as to find faults; or if he ſhould,

no great heed will be taken to what ſo deſpicable a thing
as he can ſay. . . . . . . . .

-

. . . . .

.

Thus much for the Duties of Miniſters and People. “
The firſt Head of mutual Duties between Superiours

and Inferiours that I ſhall infilton, is, between thoſe who
differ in the Gifts of Divine Bounty. And theſe may be
conſidered, either as the Gifts of ſpecial Grace, or of com
mon Providence. Of which briefly.
Firſt ;

the fifth Commandment.
Firſt ; God doth indow ſome with an excellent meaſure
of ſančtifying Grace, and is pleaſed to ſhew the World by
a few rare and choice Inſtances, how wonderfully he can
ſublime our corrupted Nature, and how near he can exalt
Humane Frailty to an Angelical Perfeótion. This indeed
is the moſt excellent of all his Gifts, and that which we

ought moſt earneſtly to covet and deſire: For altho other
Gifts, as Knowledg, Wiſdom, Power, &c. do in ſome im
perfect manner aſſimulate us unto God; yet Sanétity and
Holineſs doth far tranſcendall theſe, both becauſe it ſtamps
upon us the Reſemblance of the Divine Nature, in that

Attribute which is its greateſt Glory (whence God aſſumes
it to his Stile, that he is glorious in Holineſs) and like
wiſe becauſe God hath highly honoured it, and given it the

Dignity and Prerogative to be the only means of bringing

us to the compleat and eternal Fruition of our Felicity.
*

-

-

-
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. Now thoſe whom God hath thus bleſſed with an eminent

degree of this his beſt Gift, ought,
" .
"
Firſt, To beware that they do not ſecretly deſpiſ. their
-

weaker Brethren in their Hearts, nor with a cenſorious

Auſterity rejećt thoſe whom God hath received. It is of
ten ſeen that Fellow-Servants are more inexorable each to
other, than their common Lord and Maſter; and that thoſe

Errours and Infirmities which are rather the ſlips of In
cogitancy, than the Produćts of a reſolved Will, can hardly
obtain pardon among Men, though Godbath forgiven and
forgotten them. & Now, this ariſeth from a ſpiritual Pride,

which makes us envious towards thoſe who excel us, and
ſcornful towards thoſe who fall ſhort. For when Men grow
‘conceited of their own Excellencies and Attainments, they

iwill be ready to condemn other Mens Duties, as formal Hy

pocriſy, and their Sins as total Apoſtaſy; they will miſtake
the ſmoaking Flax for a reeking Dunghil, and be forward:
imperiouſly to caſt them out of God's Family, though them
ſelves.
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ſelves were but lately received into it out of mere Charity.
Certainly this is a Spirit (though it too much prevails in

#

wherein every one thinks
ſo much the better of himſelf, by how much the worſe

this broken and ſhattered

he thinks of others; yet this I ſay is a Spirit) utterly miſ.
becoming the ſweetneſs and mildneſs of the Goſpel, which
teacheth us to be meek and gentle, forbearing one another,
and forgiving one another. It would better become thee,
O

ki.

not to obſerve other Mens Falls, but to look

to thine own Standing: Thou ſtandeſt by Faith; be not

high minded, but fear, Rom. I.1.20. It is the worſt way
that ſo excellent a thing as divine Grace can be perverted,
when it makes thee proud and cenſorious. For my part,
I ſhould much more confide in the ſecurity of an humble
Soul that creeps along to Heaven, though with a ſlow yet
an even Pace, than in the extatick Zeal and Fervour of

ſuch who perhaps far out-ſtrip others, but alſo contemn
them: for the one is ſtill preſſing forward, and regards with
admiration thoſe who excel; but the other is often looking
back with diſdain upon thoſe who are flower than him
ſelf, and whilſt he minds not ſo much his Way, as the Ad
vances he hath made, offers many Advantages to the Devil
to trip him up, and give him many a ſore and ſhameful
Fall. And therefore, O Chriſtian, the more eminent thy
-Graces are, the more need haſt thou to pray and ſtrive for
Humility. The talleſt Cedars had need have the deepeſt
Roots, otherwiſe the Storms and Winds will eaſily overturn
them: So truly the higher any grow, the more they ſpread
and flouriſh, being like the Cedars of God, beautiful in their
Leaves, and plentiful in their Sap, the more need have they
to be deeply rooted in Humility; or elſe believe it, the
Wind and Tempeſt of Temptations, to which they ſtand
more expoſed than others, will not only ſorely ſhake them,

but utterly overturn them; when thoſe whom they ſhall
deſpiſe as mean Shrubs, ſhall ſtand ſecure,and with a tender
pity weep over their Fall.

Se
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Secondly, Another Duty of ſuch as are eminent in Grace,
is to improve it to the benefit and advantage of others.
God hath given thee a larger Portion, that thou ſhouldſt be
helpful to thy Brethren. The Stock of Grace which he hath
offered thee, is not only that thou thy ſelf ſhouldſt live well

upon it, but it was intended for the Relief and Comfort of
the whole Family. Hath God indowed thee with a clear

and diſtinét Knowledg of the Myſteries of the Goſpel?
know that this Lamp was lighted up in thee, that thou

ſhouldſt give Light unto others, that thou ſhouldſt diffuſe
and ſcatter abroad its Rays round about thee, to inform the

Ignorant, guide the Doubting, confirm the Wavering, re
ſolve the Scrupulous, reduce the Erroneous, and convince
the malicious Oppoſers of the Truth. This is not the Mi

niſter's Duty only, though more eminently and eſpecially
his, but it is the Duty of every private Chriſtian, whom
God hath bleſſed with a large meaſure of true Knowledg
more than others, ſtill keeping within his due Bounds and
Limits. Or, hath the holy Spirit kindled in thy Breaſt a
Flame of divine Affection? and is it not to this end, that
thou ſhouldſt breath Warmth into the languiſhing De
ſires of others, and by holy Conferences and ſpiritual Diſ.
courſes, illuſtrating the Beauty of Holineſs, the Excellency

of true Piety in it ſelf, and the Rewards it brings after it,
apply thy heavenly Fire unto their chill and freezing
Hearts, until thou haſt inkindled them too, and ſet them
on a Flame, that ſo both together gº burn with vigo
rous Love towards God and his Chriſt : Or, hath God exer.

ciſed thee with grievous Trials, and violent Temptations?
wherefore is it, but that thou ſhouldſt the better know

how to ſuccour thoſe that are tempted; and by thine own
Experiences, counſel and comfort thoſe who are ready to
ſink under their Load, which not only the Weight, but the

Unuſualneſs makes the more intolerable 2 For the greateſt
Accent and Emphaſis that ſuch
S

gº uſually put upon Miſè
ū.
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Miſeries, is, that never any before were ſo ſeverely afflićted,
never any before were ſo violently aſſaulted. Det them
know, that no Temptation hath befallen them, but what is
common unto Men, and that thou thy ſelf haſt come tri

umphantly, from under the like: Expound to them the
Depths and Methods of Satan; unravel his Wiles and Sub-.
tiltics; ſtretch out the intangled Folds of that old and
crooked Serpent : for therefore hath God comforted you.

in all your Tribulations, that you might be able to comfort
them who are troubled, with the ſame Comforts by which

our ſelves have been comforted of God, as the Apoſtle
peaks, 2 Corinth. 1.4. Or, if thou art not ſo fit either
for Inſtrućtion or Counſel, yet at leaſt let thy Graces be
beneficial unto others by an holy and exemplary Conver

ſation; if thy Graces cannot ſhine through thy Gifts, yet at
leaſt let them ſhine through thy Life, that others ſeeing
thy good Works, may give Glory to thy heavenly Father.
And therefore never complain that thou canſt not honour

God in ſo noble a Way as others, that thou canſt not ſpeak,

nor plead for him as others do. If thou liveſt to him, thou
pleadeſt for him; for certainly an holy Life is a much bet
ter Commendation of Holineſs, than all the elaborate Enco
miums of Art and Rhetorick. Theſe are the Duties of thoſe
that excel in Grace.

As for others, their Duty is,
Firſt, Highly to love and eſteem thoſe whoſe Graces are

more eminent and conſpicuous. God is the comprehenſive
and ultimate Object of our Love and Veneration; and there
fore the nearer any Creature approacheth to the Simili

tude of God, the more ought we to eſteem and prize it.
Now God is not more lively repreſented in any thing, than :
in the Holineſs of his Saints. This is the moſt perfeót Por
traićture and Image of him who hath ſtiled himſelf the

Holy One of Iſrael. They are begotten of God,

mº:
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takers of the Divine Nature, and conformed unto his I

mage: And therefore as we would adore this glorious Attri
bute of God in its infinite Original, ſo we ought to eſteem
and venerate it in theſe happy Souls, to whom God hath
communicated ſome Rays and Strićtures of it. Every one

that loveth him that begat, laveth him alſo that it begotten f
#im, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 john 5: I. becauſe of the Likeneſs

he bears to his heavenly Father: and the more expreſs
this Reſemblance is, the more intenſe, and the more in

dearing ſhould our Affections be. We ought to aſſociate
with them, to make them our Boſom-friends, our Confi

dents, and our Companions; our delight ſhould be in the
Saints, and in the excellent Ones of the Earth, as David pro
feſſeth his to have been, Pſal. 16.3.
Secondly; Another Duty is, Imitation of their holy Exam

ples, and following of them wherein they follow the Lord
Chriſt. If thou ſeeſt others far out-ſtrip thee, mend thy
Pace, indeavour to overtake them, tread in the ſame Steps,
and do thy very utmoſt to keep even with them; envy not
their Graces, but be ſure to emulate them. Indeed ſome

there are, who that they might not ſeem to be behind the
beſt, prove Hindrances and Pull-backs to them, leſt the
forwardneſs of their Zeal and Piety, ſhould be a Reproach
to their own Sloth; like Truants at School, who, left their

Fellows ſhould get too much before them, do what they
can to intice them from their Books.

But this is a moſt

wicked Envy, and the Root of it is Pride and Lazineſs.
But an holy Emulation never repines at, or hinders the Pro
ficiency of others, it rather would by all means promote it;

but only it will put us upon indeavours to be as forward as
any. It will not be a Curb to them, but a Spur to us. And
ſuch an Emulation as this, every true Chriſtian ſhould
highly cheriſh. For the ſhame of being out-ſtript, is as #.
an Incentive, as any can be given unto Wertue. Chriſtians

are like a Company of Men running in a Race, every one
-

ſ2

ſhould
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fhould ſtrive, and ſtrain every, Nerve and Sinew to be firſt
at the Goal, the firſt that ſhould lay hold on the Prize and

Reward: And here be ſure you ſet your Patern right; take
not the moſt noiſy and airy Chriſtians, who glory in Talk
and Cenſures; take not one who hath an Affečtation of

being religious after a new Mode and Faſhion; take not
one who

#. to raiſe a Fame for Piety only, by decrying or

condemning this or that Form of Profeſſion; and who, if

there were no Differences among us, would loſe very much
of his Reputation for Sanétity. For theſe are only Tor
rents that run with a violent Stream; but they are ſhallow,
and we know not how ſoon they may grow dry, and deceive

the hopes of thoſe who come to refreſh, themſelves at them.

But propound thoſe to your ſelves for Examples, who are of
fixed Principles, and ſober Prattices, who are grave and ſo
lid, and in all the Duties that belong to a Chriſtian-Con
verſation, labour to do them ſubſtantially rather than oſten

tatiouſly; that live within God and themſelves, that have
deep Thoughts, and ſolid Expreſſions of them, and whoſe
A&tions are ſutable and correſpondent to both. Such an one

is the Chriſtian indeed, and ſuch (for ſome ſuch there are,)
I recommend to you for your Imitation. And yet there is
no Man that walks ſo uprightly, but that ſometimes he
ſteps awry. And therefore be not led by a blind and im
plicit Adherence to them, but continually eye the Rule;
and wherein ſoever they forſake that, be they Apoſtles, yea,
or if it were poſſible, even Angels themſelves, therein for
ſake them.

*

-

And thus much for the mutual Duties of Superiours, and
Inferiours, in reſpe&t of Grace.
º

Let us next conſider them in reſpešt of the Gifts of
God’s common Bounty, which he promiſcuouſly diſtributes
both to the Good and to the Bad; I ſhall but briefly mention
them unto you...
º
-

-

-

-

-

-

God’s,

-
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God’s Gifts of Providence may reſpe&t either their Perſons,
or elſe their outward Eſtate.

Thoſe which reſpect the Perſon, are either Gifts of the
Mind, or of the Body.

-

-

Firſt ; Thoſe who excel in Gifts of the Mind, in Know
ledg, and Wiſdom, and Parts, a profound Judgment, or a
winning Elocution, &c. they ought to improve theſe to the
Good and Advantage of others; not as Achitophel did his

politick Counſel, or Tertullus his flattering.Oratory, to op
preſs Right and Equity, but to guide and adviſe for the
benefit .#Mankind, and the glory of God. For theſe Gifts,

though they are not ſančtifying, yet may be very ſervicea
ble to the Church. Hiram though he were a Stranger to
the Common-wealth of Iſrael, yet provided many excel
lent Materials for the Building of the Temple. So God
doth many times imbelliſh thoſe who are Strangers to him,
with many admirable Ornaments of Underſtanding and
Learning, and makes uſe of the Materials which they have
prepared and laid in, for the Edification of his Church.
And as Noah imployed many to build his Ark, who were
themſelves overwhelmed in the Deluge; ſo God many times
imploys ſuch as theſe to build his Ark the Church, who yet
may at laſt be ſwept away with the Deluge of his Wrath,

and drowned in Perdition: Theſe, though they ſhould
poſſeſs ſuch Gifts without any ſančtifying and, ſaving
Grace, yet are they very conſiderable. Men; and our Du
ty is to eſteem and reverence them, to love their Excel
lencies, and to incourage their Labours, to praiſe God for
them, and pray for an increaſe of their Gifts. How much
more then,

º

their natural and acquired Endowments

are conjoined with ſančtifying Grace, and the Love of

the Truth doth as much poſſeſs their Hearts, as the Know
ledg of it doth their Heads? It is a ſordid Baſeneſs to
-

*-

#
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tratt from any Man's Worth, or extenuate his Abilities,
by ſome ſlanderous Buts, and Exceptions, which is the diſi
ingenuous Prattice of many, who think all that added to
their own Praiſe, which they thus nible away from another
Man's.

Secondly; Another Superiority which God hath granted
ſome over others, is that of old Age, which is of it ſelf

reverend and awful; and we ought to give that due Reſpect
unto it, which both Nature and the Law of God requires,
Levit. 19. 32. Thou ſhalt riſe ap before the hoary Head, and

honour the Face of the old Man, and fear thy God. God
hath put a ſignal Honour upon it, by ſtiling himſelf the
Antient of Days, Dan. 7. 9. and he threatens it as a great
Judgment upon a People, Iſa. 3. 5. That the Children ſhall be
have themſelves proudly againſt the Ancients. We read how
ſeverely a Scorn caſt upon an aged Prophet, was revenged in
thoſe Children which mock'd his Baldneſs. . A reverend

Awe before them is not only a Point of Manners, but part of
a moral and expreſs Duty; and therefore it is ſaid of Elihu,
$of 32.4. that he waited till job had ſpoken, becauſe they
were elder than he, and ver. 6. he ſaith, I am young, and
ye are very old, wherefore I was afraid, I durſt not
yos
mine Opinion.

And if ſuch Reſpe&t and Reverence be due unto them
from others, they ought chiefly to reverence themſelves,
and by grave, and prudent,and holy A&tions, to put a Crown
of Glory upon their own gray Heads. They ought not to be
vain and light in their Converſe, nor Children of an hun

dred Years old, nor by the Folly and Wickedneſs of their
Lives, expoſe themſelves to that Contempt which will

certainly be caſt upon them where Age is not accompanied
with Gravity

.

And therefore we find it,

Prov. 16.31. The hoary Head is a Crown of Glory, if it be
found in the way of Righteouſneſs; otherwiſe inſtead of be
ing
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ing a Glory, it is but a double Shame and Reproach.
. Thirdly; There is another ſort of the Gifts of common
Providence, wherein ſome excel others, and that is, Riches

and Honour: Theſe the Scripture calls Fathers.

Nabal al

tho he were a Fool and a Churl, yet David in his Meſſages
to him, doth implicitely call him Father, 1 Sam. 25. 8.
Give, I pray thee, whatſoever cometh unto thine hand, unto thy
Servants, and unto thy Son David.
Their Duty is to be humble towards their Inferiours,
knowing that they are only external Goods; and thoſe the
leaſt conſiderable of all the Stores of God's Bleſfings that
-

make them to differ from others.

And to communicate

to the relief of others Neceſſities, that they may be rich

in good Works, and make themſelves Friends of the Mam
mon of Unrighteouſneſs, that when they fail they may
be received into everlaſting Habitations : for he that is
rich only in hoarding and keeping up his Store, is no bet
ter to be accounted of, than the baſe Earth, which locks

up more Treaſures in its Bowels, than they can in their
Cheſts.

And their Inferiours Duty, is to pay them all due Re
ſpects according to what God hath beſtowed upon them;
to acknowledg the Riches of God in making them rich,
and to endeavour to promote as far as in them lies, the

ſpiritual Good of their Souls, that they may not be rich
here, and undone eternally. For a rich Man may be more
univerſally inſtrumental either of Good or Evil, than others
can : and therefore to win ſuch an one to the Faith, or

to preſerve him fable in it, is a moſt charitable Work,
not only to their Souls in particular, but to the Church of

Chriſt; the Affairs of which may be much advanced by ſuch
a Man's Wealth and Intereſt.

And ſo much for this laſt Relation between Inferiours and

Superiours, in the Gifts of God's eſpecial Grace or common
Bounty.

-

Thus,
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Thus now I have at laſt gone through the mutual Du

ties of many Relations; ſome Natural, ſome Civil, ſome
Eccleſiaſtical, and ſome Oeconomical ; I know not with

what Acceptation or Succeſs. Poſſibly ſome may think
theſe things too mean and trivial to be ſo long inſiſted on.

But let me tell ſuch, that Relative Duties, as they are the
moſt difficult of all others to perform, ſo they are the beſt
Trials of true Chriſtianity, and the Power of Godlineſs:

He that indeavours not to walk cloſely with God in theſe,
let his Notions and Profeſſion be never ſo lofty and ſublime,

it will be no uncharitableneſs at all to judge that all his
Pomp is but a mere Form of Godlineſs, and an hypocri
tical Oſtentation.

Let me exhort you therefore in the fear of God, that

ye would be much in pondring theſe things. There needs
no great Labour to underſtand them, nor to find out My
ſteries and concealed Depths in them. It is true they are
plain, but they are of daily uſe; and it is but requiſite that
we ſhould not be long underſtanding what we are continual

ly to praćtiſe.
Let me ſubjoin but one general Rule to this, and I
-

have done with it; and that is, That in all theſe mutual

Duties, it is no excuſe for the one Party to fail of the moſt
conſcientious and careful Performance of what belongs to
him, becauſe the other doth ſo. For certainly andther
Man's Sin cannot excuſe mine 5 and God hath bound us

in duty not only to one another, but al. of us unto him

ſelf. And therefore although they may break their Obliga
tions and Covenants, yet that doth not take off our Obli
gation. Should the Father be careleſs of, and cruel to ,
his Child, yet this doth not at all exempt him from
paying Duty and Obedience unto his Father : Should a
Maſter be tyrannical over his Servant, yet the Servant's
Duty remains ſtill ſtated and unaltered, to reverence, fear
- -

-

and
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and obey him. Should a Miniſter be careleſs of the Flock
committed to his Charge, yet his People are ſtill bound to

give him. Reſpe&t and Honour in regard of his Office.
Šhould a Magiſtrate tyrannize over his Subjećts, yet ſtill
they are to own him, and obey his Commands in all law

ful things. For Mal-adminiſtration of any office, or any
Authority, cannot countenance and excuſe walt of Duty
in Inferiours; ſtill we are as carefully to perform what

God hath required, as if they were the beſt Parents, or
Magiſtrates, or Maſters in the World: And if there be
any wrong done, or defećt on their Part, we muſt leave
it to him to reward our conſcientious Obedience, and to
puniſh their wilful Offences. . And ſo likewiſe it is incum- .

†† Superiours to perform their Duties faithfully and
conſcientiouſly toward their Inferiours, be they never ſo per
verſe, ingrateful, or rebellious; for their Faults cannot ex
i
cuſe our Neglećts. . . .
| And thus much for this largeandcomprehenſive Precept,

Honour thy Father and thy Mother. . . . . . .

. . ... .

To the Precept is added the Promiſe, as a Motive and
Incouragement to Obedience; That thy Days may be long in
the Land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. And this Pro->

miſe God's Faithfulneſs ſtands ingaged to fulfil to all that are
dutiful and obedient.
... Now here we may obſerve, that whereas the free and
nuine Adminiſtration of the Goſpel, promiſeth eternak
ife, and the Joys and Glories of Heaven to Believers;

the old Law runs generally upon earthly and temporak
Bleſſings; and among them inſiſts frequently upon length
of Days, and an happy and proſperous

#, as the chief

eſt Bleſſing and higheſt Expe&tation of humane Nature:
which muſt not be ſo underſtood, as if the Promiſes of
the Law were
beggarly and terrene Con

***
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certiments; but becauſe this Procedure was more ſutable

to the whole Syſtem of that Pedagogy wherein God
thought fit to diſcipline them, by Types, and to lead them
unto the Sun by Shadows: Therefore as he allayed his own

ſpiritual Worſhip with the mixture of very many exter
ºnal Rites, and pompous Obſervances; ſo he profounded

likewiſe their eternal Rewards unto them, by temporal
and earthly Promiſes; and by both attempered their Re
ligion unto their eſtate of Infancy, bringing it down as
much as poſſible to the Verdićt of Senſe, reſerving the manly
and heroick, Duties of believing his Word without a.

Pawn, to the more grown Ages of the Church. . . . . .

But howſoever, although theſe Promiſes made to the Jews
were thus typical, yet theſe Figures were not altogether ſo
figurative, as not to be properly underſtood and fulfilled.
Though Heaven were typified by Canaan, yet God's Veraci
ty would have ſuffered, if he had brought them to Heaven,
the true Länd of Promiſe, and not given them their Inheri.

tance in the earthly Canaan; ſo likewiſe that God might
be true to his Promiſe, it is not enough that he rewards the
Obedient with eternal. Life, but his Faithfulneſs ſtands, ob

liged to prolong their temporal Life,' to ſuch a Duration
R.
fit at leaſt to make a Type of the everlaſting

may be

eſt... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

'''. . . . . . . . . . . . .:

Neither doth the more ſpiritual Diſpenſation of the
Goſpel, look upon this Bleſſing of long Life, as a thing below

its Cognizance, but propounds it as a Promiſe of Moment,
though it be now diveſted of its typical uſe, and ſtands for
no more than it ſelf fignifies. And therefore we find that
the Apoſtle puts a Value upon this Fifth Commandment on
this very Reaſon, that it is the firſt with Promiſe, Eph, 6.23.
And St. Peter at large tranſcribes that Paſſage of Pſal. 34.
What Man is he that deſireth to live, and ſoveth many Days f

let him depart from Evil, and do Good, &c. …And St. *:::
* . .

2
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tells us, that Gödlineſs is profitable unto all things, having
the Promiſes of this Life, and of that which is to come.: Aní

what is there that can concern this Life, more than Lifeit.

felf? God's Faithfulneſs is therefore obliged by Promiſe, to
lengthen out an holy and obedientlife. ºr rºº. 3: ..
... Norwill it be very hard to windicate his Faithfulneſs in
the performance of this Promiſè3 although God ſuffer many
to grow Qld in their Sins, whoſe Youth began their Courſe
of Wickedneſs with Rebellion againſt their Parents, and

who continue to their decrepit Days, their Impieties and
Rebellions againſt God; when as early Towardlineſs and

Piety, are generally look’d upon as mortal Symtoms; and
God ſeems eſpecially to ſhorten their Days to whom he
here promiſeth a long Life. For ſince this preſent Life is
nothing elſe but a Tendency and Preparative unto Eterni

ty; neitherit nor anything in it can be called Good, but
only as it relates to our eternal State.

And therefore all

Promiſes of earthly Bleſſings, muſt neceſſarily imply this
Condition, that they ſhall be literally fulfilled untous, if
they may promote our eternal Happineſs; otherwiſe they
would not be Promiſes, but Threatnings; and that which
we apprehend a
would indeed prove no other to us
than a Snare and Curſe. We may boldly challenge long
Life, when all the Circumſtances of it will tend to our e
verlaſting Welfare. But God, who knows how frail and

*::::::

yielding the beſt of us are, and in the Series of his Di
vine Providence, ſeeth what prevailing Temptations we
ſhall be expoſed unto, doth oftentimes in Mercy abridge
this Promiſe, and takes us from the World, leſt the World
ſhould take us from him; and deals with us as Princes deal

with Duelliſts, they make them Priſoners, that they might
preſerve them : So God that he might preſerve his People

from their great Enemy, commits them to ſafe Cuſtody of
the Grave.

And if this be to be unfaithful, certainly
-

º
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Faithfulneſs would be nothing elſe but an Art to circumvent
and undous; ſhould he only to keep that inviolate, perform
thoſe Promiſes which would be to our Hurt and Detriment.

Nor indeed can any Man, whom God hath bleſſed with a
right Judgment and due Eſteem of things, be willing to
compound for the Continuance of this preſent Life, with

.
the Hazardor Diminution of his future.Hippineſ.
Thus much for the Explication of the Fifth Command.
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