THE EIGHTH
COMMANDMENT.
| Thou alé ot eeal.

HE foregoing Commandment (é_sl{‘osu, hive heard)
requires ity in our Perfons : This which I bave

now read unto you, requires Honefty and Uprightnefs in

our Dealings. A Vertue immediately founded upon that
firft practical Principle of alt Humane Converfe, which our
Saviour lays down, Martth. 7. x2. Whatfoever ye would that
Men fhould do xnto yos, do ye even fo to them: And recom:
mends it tous, as the brief Summ and Epitome of all the
Scriprures; Por this is the Eaw and the Prophets. A Princie
Ple, thae carries fuch innate Light and cléar Evidence' in it
felf, that the very Heathens do frequently incukeate it in
their Writings, as the primary Didhate of that Morality
which they taught. This is a Maxim, which we alt affent
unto, not by any elaborate Inftruions, or dint of Argu- -
ments, orany loag train of Confequences; but it ftrongly
mafters our Underftandings by its native Evidence, and
fprings up in usan unpremeditated Refolve of Reafon. Both
God & Nature have fet up this Standard in our Confciences:
And ufually there needs no other Judge of our A&ions to-
wards others, than by comparing them with what in the like

- Cafds we would think juft and fit to be done towards our

felves. ' It may be we areall partial to our felves in- our pre--
fent Concerns: And whilft we look only that way, we may
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the €ighth Commanbimrnt.,

poffibly feck ell Advantages to promote them, though to »

- ncthers Detrimrent.  But both Reafon and Reiigion teach us

19

¢o put our felves in ther Seead, and then to manage all our -

Tranfations with them, as we our felves would judge juft

and reafogable, were dheir Condition ours. And therefore

- when thon dealefft with another, thou thouldft firft be boch:

Parties to thy felfl As for inflance, 2 Servant’ thould fex
down, and confider with himfelf what Refpect be would re-
quire, were hie in the fame Gircumftances with his Mafter,

snd had Servantsunderhim. Children thonld confider what

Duaty and Obedience they would exped, were they Parents
of Children : Sabje@s, what Fonour and Submifiion they
might. m(omblgudemand,_wm they Magiftraves ; and fo
in any other Relation. And whea they have thus ferioufly
pondered it in their own Thoughts, iet them then perform:
ghe fame Duties 50 others in their real Condition, which they
judped tobelong to themintheir perfonated Condition. . Far
itis 9 wover failing Rule for the ‘Dirccion of our Pradtice,

bt what thou judglt due v thy felf, wertthon inanother -

Mun’ 'Condition, :s certainty as dueto him in his own 5
und if thon :a®eft mot uccordmgly, thon besmyefl 2 great
dJeal ‘of 'Setfithnefs:and fiful Parvialiey. . Fhis isa Rule appli-
wable to sl Alfairs ; ‘and there is fcaxce any one Occurrence:
of a Whan's Life, but he.may regulate:himfelf in it according,
oo thisDiredtion » And indeed there .is feasoe need of any
erher.. Whatfoeverthou halttotranfad with thy Srothrer,

though #ps thoumaylt fpoy Advantages upon him ; and:

Tech;asitthou Thouldeft take,poflibly 'he might: never:know,
ior nover 'be-ableto redrefs; yet then take :thy ‘Conicience:

wifille, and ferioully wskwhether thou ouldft be content,.

e hink it hone® and juft o e fo .demit with ey

felf; if @ot , -whatfeever the Temptasion be , -oc how-

ayuchifouver thoumighveft gain by hiesrkaing .unto .it, re~
4o it with feors, as:that - whichwoald inchceehwetovhadare:
the Fielt Princigle df -commnon Howefty 1among Men, aixd!

contradils:
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the €ighth Commandment. -
<centradi@s all the Lawsboth of Nature, and Scripture. Were
this Rule but more generally.obferved among Men, the
‘World would not have that Caufero cry out of Rapine,Extar»
tion, Oppreffion , Fraud and Injuftice, that now it hath :
The Rich -would not grind the Faces of the "Poor , nor
the . Poor. cauflefly’: clamour. againft.the Rich: Superis
ours would not tyrannize -over -their: Inferiours, nor
Inferiours .murmur., -:or. rébel -againft: their .Superiours;

“but an equal Peace, and uniform Juftice would overfpread

the Face of the whole Earth,and Righreoufuc/s wonld run down
our Streets.as. a mighty Stream.;And. therelore let me ance
again recommend it to you ; for indeed I cannot prefs it too
often,) that you would frequently fet - this Golden Rule be,
fore your Eyes , . ta do.nothing to any other Perfon,. which;
were you in his capacity, you would think unjuft to be
done unto your félves, (and whatfoever you would ex
from . others, as your Due, were you in their Place, and
they in yours, to perform the very fame to them;: ‘Fer ethers

- wife {{'oucannot. but condemn youe. felves in : your A&ions,

whilft youdo that, which upon this Suppofition, you can=
not but be ‘convinced is unjaft, and with-hold that which
you know to be due, and: which: yaur:felves would: expe&
thould be yielded you by others. - This. is a DiGate of :Na,
ture and right Reafon ; this is the Summ of theLaw.and.the
“Prophets ; and all thofe various Precepts which are given ug
in the Scriptures, for the condu& of eur Lives, are but as
{o many Lines that meet all in this Centre ; and if we ap-
ply it to each particular Command of the fecond Table, we
thall find them all founded upon this, and to be interpreted
byit. ‘We are required to honour Superiours, to.abftain
from Murther, from Adultery, from Theft, from falfe Ac-

-cufations, from coveting what rightfully belongs to ano-
‘ther ; and all this according to the fame Meafures that we
~would have others to’ perform thefe very Duties to us. - So
ghat lf;, which.is now the great Tempter to wrongand in-

Jure
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 The eighth Commandinent,
jure others, were it governed according to this univerfal
axim, would be thegreatcft Patton'and Defbadcr. ofdthee
Mei's Rights and Dues, * -2 5h v sab Touy -
T have the longer- infifted" on thiis, both "becaufe it - is of
fuch general influence into the right ordéring’of -our Con-

* verfation ; and alfo becaufe the moft- vifible and apparent
- violation of this natural Law, is by the Sin of Theft forbidden -

in this Commandment, of which I am now treating. ...},

" Now Theft in the general, is an unjaft taking, or keeping

“to our felves what is lawfully another Man’s. He is:a Thief,

who with-holds what ought to be " in. his:Neighbour's pof-
fefTion, as well as he who takes from him-whet he hath fors
merly poflefsd. = , o S
All Zheft prefuppofeth a Right and Propriety : For where
nothing doth of right appertainuato me, nething 'can be

un]uﬁly’takcn Ol' detaine;l ﬁ'omme. o T -

Now here Firf?, Certain itis, That God is the great Lord
and Proprietor both of Heaven and Earth, and of all things
in them, Pfat.24. 1. The Earthis the Lord’s, akd the Fuluefs
theresdf. And. 50, x0. Every Beaft of the Foreff is. mixe,
and the Cattle wpon a thoufand Hids.-' By him , and of
him are all things; and for his Will and Pleafure’s fake

 they are, and weretcreated.

" Secondly, This great and ablolute Lord hath granted unto
Man a large Charter of the World ; and when he had taken
an exaét Inventory of thofe Goods with which he had furni-
thed this great Houfe, the Univerfe ; ( He faw every tbin%

" that be bad made; and bebold 3t was wery :goost, Gen. 1. :31.

then he fts Man to live in it, as his Temant, ‘and freelygives
him the Ufe of, and Dominiomr over all the Works of his
Hands. Gen. x.28. Replenifb the Earth, and fubduc it, and
kave dominion over all the Fifb of ai:bef f.}‘ec,ud .over the. Fowls

. 0f .

~
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;o nSrpolition upen. -~

of the Air, and over every thing that moveth uponthe Earth.
Sa the. Plalmift, Pfa/ix15,16:; Z%e K eavens, even-the Hea-
vens arethe Lord’s 3 but the Earth béd{,b'f” jven £ the Chil-
dren of Men.: . A-'lasge and - Regak.-Gift, wheéréby he’ Kath
made over 'all - fublunary - thipgs. unto Man, referving unto
himfelf the Sovereignty and fupreme Lord(hip of all, and re-
quiring only . from Mag the; Homage and Payment of Qbe--
dience.. = XBE, T Wi s L0y oy T ey

¢ o] T Dot e

. Thirdly,This large Charter and. Donation gave no. particu-

Iar Propriety nnto-any; neither.if Man had continyed in his
happy and innocent: eftatey weuld there have beenany need
of Meurs.cv Tman, or; 4y, parsition of thefe earchly Pofleffi-
ons’; but the common Bleflings had been énjoyed it com-
mon ; and all thingy Which Covetoufnefs and Corruption
‘now: ravina after, sQuld haye been.as promifcuoufly enjoyed
and ufed, as the common.Light and Air ; and each particu-
lar Man’s fhare in thofe Bleflings,, would have been -fuffici-
éntand fatisfactory. But, - . -

- - Yo ‘ s YL e Y .
. - Fonrthly; Sin entring ingo-the World, their Defires grew
immoderate- dfter thefe ;earthly. Enjoyments, ‘and their At-
temipts taattairithem “ipjurious unto others¢. fo that-itbe<
came. neceffary to prefcribe Bounds apd Limits, to them, and'
to divide among them what before Jay in common among
all ; that each man knowing his affigned Portion, might
reft fatisfied with it, and,be refirained from the unjuft Inva-
fion and Ufurpation of another’sRight.” And,” =~ ..

_ Fifthly, and Lafly,  This.could no otherwife be effeted,
but,by hunmane Laws, by mutual Compact.and Aﬁi:ecment,'
declaring what.fhonld beacoounted as every Man’s Right and
Propriety: "So that it is Law which is'the great Determiner
of Propriety; and there is nothing, Mine orZ/ine farthier. thary
this affigns it unte us: Indeed Equisymufl fometimes inter-

o pofe
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theeidhty Tonmainent.

K;)feto'moderate the Letter of the Laiv 5 for inl{dmé Cafes,

ould we rigoroufly profecute: our Ri ht, ard .infift npon
every Panctikio that we may: cull ouf’lbhe. | Thrisy although
it would- hov be unjutt; yer trweuld rbec Juftite timed into
Gall and Wormwood s it ‘wouldbe ' Bieao and Violation
of the Law of Chntt, and of Charity, which requires us ‘ras
ther to part ¥ with our owniin!fiviall Matters, than to be.vm

auous, ' r-contentious if1: recahbdng.oidd‘en i JTS
- Thus you fee how all Right dnd “Propesty! fix rwimnto

" 'the World* A General Right;by the Donition of Godja pat»

ticular Right, by the Santion of ‘Laws, allotting . touch
Man his Pomon 3 whnch to-invade,-or ’ufuqi frnm.hpm,
’Inju&ree,br'rheﬁ. osrnlrmde L usnerney
“ "Whenc# it follows, 'l‘h‘at‘ whre there: i‘sltIOtSooiegym'oc‘
l’Kmou of any part of the Earth, the Right acctues to: the
firft Poffeffor; and where things are” found which appertain
to none, they fall to' the firft “Seifee; for thexs ‘can'be no
‘Theft committed wheéve thebe is no: cedent"i’xde. Ifeany
thereforé fhofild providentiaffy b &aft iteo fome. Dbfart, and
uninhabited patt of the World ; thae penefal. Chdrter that
God hith given unto Mankind of rpofleffing the’ Earth, ‘am-

"

powers:thém o feize on’ ‘e ds theirsy . and they mag 1awfnlly .

" tnake ufe of ¢he ‘Bleflings- of it in' commor, sil

econfent they fhall divide to each other their ‘Part- hnd «l!on

tion: But after fiuch a-Partition made, 1o uf the fame Lx‘ben—

ty, is 06 longer' lawfal; but Theft and Robbery.

' Ths ygu-fee-What fﬂxff is ;- atide that this Raw of Gdd,
piohﬁﬁnﬁg us fo-fteal what is'apovher’s, dotirprefippdfe a
Law of Man, wWhich makesl’ropeft ,>~.£nd hmgsto
becoms 'either lbuts, ormsother s.~ AR
e 4( IO AN TP 405 : R :‘;

o bt ‘Nmiv tﬁére'sfe mny kmds of rhe&.

‘ Fzrjl, The hlgheft and chlefeﬂ: is that Wthh is. commu:o

ted agamft God by Sacrilege. N?}v Sacrilege is an ahcm:tmg
Fifa rom
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from God Whatfesver he hath appropriated to bimfelf;- or is
upon good grounds dedicated to the encouragement and
matotesaneé of his Honour: snd-Service. . - Indedd the aliena~
ting of wiat fidth, boen | fziven fio; Supérflitions er Idolatrous
Ufos, éanhot. be juftly-brantled with this black Mark of Sa-
erilege; for it:was ot fo much givea unto God, as unto Ig-
naranceand Stperflition = And therefore our Anceftors: have
done well andpinufly,~in diffolying thofe Nefls, and Cages
of inctean Birds that-Wete fo-nutoprpus and burthenfome in

 thefe Kingdoms;; butwithal, ‘in my judgment, would have

done much better ; if -they had converted their Revenues to
fome: phblick Ufe; either. for-the Benefit -of she Church,. or
Common-wealth, rather than to their own private 3ad parr
sicular gaioo Bunwhorodnyehingisindsed ronfcrated unto
God, and fot apart for-the maintenance and encouragement
of his Worfhip and Service, .it is no.lefs than Sacrilege, and

 robbing-of God; tonlienate agy pary of; this tp..any. fecular

Uifes);ior tosdEraininfeem that L yato, which it was fepa~
pateds 2 And of thia Gad himfelt grievoully comphins,; Mal,

3.8, g. Wil d-Man.robGod >_Asifit werea Sin {o heinous,

asthat it is hardly to be fappofed ‘any Man would be guiley
ofiit x. . What |; not te:aljow, tat, God his fhare smiong them,
Swhn had fibifally: affended ¢hem gl thipgs fo.enjoy b Terye
bate tadbed: .~ \But. ye, [ay, Wheyein bavE we ro bed thee 2
In Tithes.and Qffenings, ' 1¢ are curfed-with aCirfe 3 for ye
bave robbed me " evén: this.whole. Nation. Certainly .t.h?ﬁ?
“Thidgs whidh are appointsd for thesWorlhip-and Service of
Gou, ychothat they-he originally by Diyine Right-ornot.;
yet they ‘catmor. beé alienated, for detained " without invol
ving the Perfons, or the Nation:that doth.thus, 19 _a moft
direful Curfe: For this is no other than a robbing God of

“his Right. ._And how far: thefe-Nations may. be:eoncerned in
‘this Sin, and how deeply funk under this Curfe, I leave it to

the confideration of thofe whohaveno other Interefts ta {way
their Judgments, but that of Piety and Honefty. -
o S . Secondly,
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. the Eighth €ommandment.
. Secondly, Theft is committed againft Men by an unjuft
feizing, or detaining what of right belongs unto them. And
this may bedone either by Fraud, or Forces And therefore
our Saviour in reciting the Commandmeants mentions them
" both, Mark x0. 19, Do not feal, Defraad not. Thisisa Sin
~that God hath threatned with many fevere Curfes and Pu-
nifhments. . : '

. Firf?, The Temporal Punifhment which the Scripture’ - -
awards unro it; is a four fold, and femetimes a five!fold Re-
ftitution, as you may fee, Exod. 22.1. And therefore Za-
cheus, when he was converted, offers a four fold Reftitucion
to thofe whom he had wronged, Luk. 19. 8: If I have taken
any thing frows any Man by falfe Accufation, I reflare him
fo{r fold.  And yet befides this Reftitution, it feems thao
fometimes the Offenders were to-be put to Death, efpecially
if the Circumftances of their Theft added Cruelty and Op-
preflionunto it. This appears in the Parible of Natban,
2 Sam.’12. When he had moft artificially aggravated the
Crime of the rich Man, in taking away the poor ‘Man’s
Eamb, he fo raifed Davids Compaffion and Indignation,
that he progounceth this Sentence, Perfe 5. 6. The Man
that hatl dowe this thing fball furely die: And he fhal re-
JPore the  Lamb four-fold, becaufe be did this thing, and le.
" caafe be bad wo Pity. So.that you fee, that even under the
Eaw of  Mafesit was not unlawful ia fome Cafes to punitha
Thief with Death, although the ufual and prefcribed Punith-
 ment was Reflitution. Indeed our Law condemns them to
Beath, nor is it juftly to be reprehended, for rooting, out
fuch Bartes and Pefts from the Common Wealth. For fince
. Punifliments are to be inflicted, not fomuch out of Revenge
as Caution ; not becaufe fome have offended, but to deter
others from offending, it is but reafonable that the Penalty
thould anfwer this end; whieh we might very well. doubr,
Whether among us any lighter than. Death would do, fince

we: ,
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Au&rpolitionupon
we fee fo many &ill perfift in this wicked Courfe of Life,
notwithftanding the Severity of the Punifhment the Liw
provides for them.  Skin for Skin, and all that a Man hath
will be give for bis Life. If therefore the Fear of Death it
felf cannot be forcible enongh to deter them, certainly the
Fear of Reftitution would be much lefs efle@ual ; and fucha
gentle and mitigated Punifhment would but open a wide
gap to all mannerof Robbery and Rapine. . | o
But befides the Punithment which is threatned by the
Law, Confider, : , o

. . . ) -
P .

Secondly, God leaves a Curfe upon what is gotten 13'
Theft and Deceit ; a Curfe that will blaft and confume all, -
fuch wicked Increafe. They put it into a Bag with Holes;
and by fome unperceivable Providence it ftrangely waffsand
flips away between their Fingers, ' But ufually Lugury- and
Intemperance devours what is got by Theft and Kapine,

~God by his righteous Judgment making one Sin the Ven-

geance of another.” But however, fome fecret wither

enng

- Curfe feizeth upon it s and what is thus wickedly added ta

our former Pofleffions, will rub its Ruft'and Canker upon
them all ; 'and if Reftitution be not duly made, will infenfi-
bly prey upon them and confume them. - And therefore,”

faith the wife Man, Prov.21.7. The Robbery of the Wicked
fhal defiroy them; and, “Jer. k7. 11, s the Partridge
ftteth on 5&% ‘and batcheth them not; fo be. that getteth
Riches, and not by Right, fhall leave them in the mjﬁto bis
Days, and at his end [ball be 4 Fool. Many times, God rai
fctg up fuch againft them, who fhall deal with them as they
have dealt with others ; and when thefe Spunges are full 'of
what they have unjuftly fuck’d up, fhall fqueeze them, and
make them refund their ill gotten Treafure. Thus God
threatens the Chaldeans, Hab. 2.8, Becaufe thou baft [poin
ded many Nations, all the remnant of the People fhall _/£ 24

thee.
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the €ighth Commandment;

thee.  Sueh’ unjuft Gettings tend only unto Poverty : And
in this Senfe it is no Soleecifm to fay they have but gained
a lofs, and treafured for Themfelves, and. their Pofterity,
Want and Beggery. And therefore as you defire to thrive
wa the World, and to have your Earthly Comforts multiphied,
fo be fure that no gain of Robbery, or Oppreffion, or Frand
and Deceit be found in your hands ; for this will devour even
what you have gotten lawfully. -

. Thirdly, Anxietiesand Perplexities of Mind do alway ac-
company ill-gotten Wealth : For it is a Sin fo much againft.
the very Light of Nature, that Confcience, if it be not ut-
terly ftupified and fenfelefs, will be ftill molefling and haun-
ting them with sroublefome Thouglits and Reflexions. Be-

~ fides, theFear of Deteition, and the Shame and Punithment
- which will follow upon it, muft needs be a continual Diftur-

bance: unto them : Whereas what is gotten with a good.

Confcience, and in an honeft and lawful Calling, whegher -

it be more or lefs, it brings this Contentment with it, that
2 Maa may quietly fir down and rejoyce in that Portion
which the Providenceand Bounty of his gracious God, and

heavenly Father, hath here afforded himr; he drinks no Wi- -

dows Tears, nor:Orphans Bloud; he eats not the Flefh of

. 'the Poot, nor breaks the Bones of the needy ; his Confcience-

gnaws not upon himr whillt he is feeding on what his honeft
Labour and: Indultry hath prepared for him; and although.
it be but a Bit-of Bread, anda Cup of Water thathe can pro-
cure, yet is'he-enterrained at a continual Feaft; His l?am
may be butmean; yer his Chear, his Joy and Comfort is

 great; and-the courfet Morfel he eats is far more favoury to.

him than all .the heightened Delicates of rich Oppreflors,

- whofe Confcicnces mingle Gall and Wormwood with theis
weoft pleafan Bits, and knaws and-grinds them as they grind

the Faces of the Poer and needy. ~ And therefore, faith the-
Wife Man, Prov. 16. 8. Better is a little with Righteoufnefs,
P ’ ) : thas.

-
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. 2n erplitionupon * : -
than great Revemues without Right, And the Phimift, Pfa/.
37.16. A little that a Righteous Man hath, is better than

¢he Riches of many Wicked.

Fowrthly, Robbery and Deceit provokes God to cut Men
off by fome untimely Stroke and immature Judgment ; and
that, either by the hand of Humane Juftice with Shame and
Reproach, or of Divine Juftice with Wrath and Vengeance:

- 'For fo we find it threatned, Pfal. 55. 2.3. Thou, O God, fhalt

~ will fpoil the Somls of thofe that fpoiled them.

bring them down into the Pit of Deftruilion: Bleody and de-
ceitful Men fhall not live out half their Days. That is, they

 fhall not lengthen out their Days to that period which the

courfe and ftrength of Nature might feem to ‘promife them;
but the Hand of God fhall cut them off in the vigour and
midft of their flourithing Years.

But howfoever it may fare with them in this Life ; how-
foever they may efcape theReproach of Men, and ‘the Sword
of Juftice : Yet, _ '

Fiftbly, They fhall certainly be eternally curfed, and e-
ternally miferable : Their ill gotten Goods fhall not be able
to redeem their Souls, or bribe the_ Juftice of God, or give
them the leaft Solace and Comfort. And what wretched
Fools are they, who muft eternally perith for gaining of
Things that perith too; and bring Everlafting Torments up-
on themfelves, for that which before brought them Vexae
tions and Difquiesments, s Corinth.6. 10. Nor Thieves, nor
Covetoxs, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers , mor Extortioners,
Jhall inberit the Kingdom of God. Where then {hall their

. Portion be, but in that Lake which burneth with Fire and

Brimftone unquenchable? Where the Lord will fpoil their
ve?' Seuls, as the Wife Man’s Expreffion is, Prov.22.23.
Rob not the Poor, for the Lord will plead their Caufe, and
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the €ighth Compagtment.

~And thus you -have feen whaﬁ\iarious.Ways God hath

- -z threatened that he will punifh,this Sin.

 Before ] can proceed farthier, lere are two Queftions to
be anfwered. - . . . T

49

" The Qﬁ(ﬁ ® . v;Whethe‘."r in fo ‘caléit be Ia\&ﬁff“td fteal>

What if the neceffity be fo urgent, that Imuft certainly ‘pe-
rifh, or elfe relieve my felf by this means? *.. C
1 fay we ought not to,do it in any Cafe; ¥or Theft is in

ityfelf a .. Sin, .and there can be no neceflity to fio : For évery

Vian is bound rather to chufe the greatelt Evil of Sufferings,
than to commit the leaft Evil of Sin. . Jodeed fuch 'Neceflicy

- doth. fomewhat mitigate the Heinoufniels. of the' Offence ;

but that is not at all confiderable in the Direcion of our
Pra&ice, fince it continues a Sin ftill, and deferves Eternal’
Damnation. The.Wife Man tells us, Prov. 6. 30, 31, Men
do not defpife a Thieys; if he fleal to [atisfie bis Soulwhen he
is bungry. But this muft be underftood only comparatively,

‘wiz. That the Reproach and Infamy which’ attends fuch an

one, is not fo great as that of an. Adulterer, as it appears
Verfe 32. As if he fhould fay ; to be an Adulterer, is a.
far fouler Reproach than to be a needy Thief. Yet he adds,’
If be be found, be [ball reftore feven-fold, be fball give al
the Subftance of bis Hlﬁfe: That is, though his Neceffity
and Hunger may take off fomewhat from the Shame ; yetit
fhall not from the Punifiment of his Offence ; but he fhail

reftore that which he_hath ftollen feven-fold. ~Not that the’

eftitution fhoyld be fevep times as much as the Theft; for: o
the utmoft that the Eaw reqaires was but 2 fivé-fold Reftivu- ~
tion, £Fxod.12.1. But as the Word feven-fold is moft fre-" -

quently ufed in-Scripture to fignifie that which. is compleat
and perfet ; fois it here ; he fhall reftore feven-fold ; that
is,’ he thdll make a-full’ add- ‘fatisfactory Reftitiition. - Since

therefore thie Punifimentaf Theft thall noc be relaxed upon-

~a
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" thePlea of Indigence and” Neceffity, it is appaterit that Ne-
ceffity cannot juftifie any from the . Gailt of Théfe. - Aad: -
therefore let your Wants be what they. will, or can be, you-
. ought not to fupply them by any fuch wieked and-unlawful:
« 21 de . Courfes, whatever * Aquinas fays to the contrarf. “If God -
66.att.7. hath.givep thee Strength and Ability, thou oughteft to fa-.
bour, 4nd to ufe ‘thific hohdft Tnduftry to’ procure” Necefla-.
ries ; if not, thou oughteft-to implore the Cliarity” aid" Be-
~ nevolence of others, whofe Hearts G&d tayBpen fo' thy
Relief, * Orif thou fhduldft’ met Witl'fech cruct *Dives's,
who will dotribute nothing fo'thy“Support; chotr ougheatt!
rather wish.godly Lazarus todic it ehire Tntéiy: vhan to.
fteal any thing from themi’; which afehioughi & 'be ‘thicir ‘Su~
perfluity, yet it js not thy Rﬁﬁpt without - their’ Donation :,
And this 8 in anfwer to'the filt Qeftiba. -~ -
* The'Second s, What we fialt judgs - ™ <4 7/radlitds fhoi-
g’ the' Zgyptiads: of their Jewsls, or/which ‘we' résd;
Exod. 11, 35','36;'»‘,‘”’ P T RS

x
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" 1 anfwer,. Tn,this AQion'theré was no Théft'committed.
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* Fiy#s, The Suptetne Dominion of alt Thirgs,is  the -

Lords, and he, fn‘ay Jjuftty tearisfer. the Right and Property:
aiigo-  Whire he pleafecty, Now thiey. were “cominanded by the-
dor.13. Lord to'take thefe Things of the Zigypriags; ghd therefore!
'&?‘ 7 they were righfully their'own, being made-{o by himmi Who'
<25 bath'the Soveteign Powér of af Things, bottr 1’ Heaven
z;i_,;jx'}ay' aridEarth.‘ ;‘,.:“A, . ': i ’ MRS IS -._‘, nr LR : _‘. : ;
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* Secondly, Thefe Things which sy shus sook, ‘might be:
well confidéred-in;liew of their Wages, whigh.was not. given-
‘them for their long Service in.£gypr. And therefore it
" . . ] ' - : was-
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) the €ighth Conmnamoment.  * 53
. -was but righteous in God to confign over thefe Riches of
? the Egyptians to the Ifraelites, asa reward for their te-
o dious Servitude. Now thofe,who by the Command of the Su-
| preme Lord of all, take that which.is butr a due Reward for
| ~ their Labour , cannot certainly be condemned as guilty of :
Theft. And this (it feems) was * their Plea, when in the «5,, ...
‘time of Alexander the Great, 0 many Ages after the thing fons Tul-
wasdane, the Agyptians fugd. the Fews by a juridical Pro- fud Ger-
‘cefs, to recover what was taken from tliem. -But, . Refpofoune

. ST . . Egyptu
. -de Hebrzisvafa Aurea &S Arilmtea.» Coner Hebrall mutuas Petitiones inftituant allegantes
fibi, quog; eorundem Patrum Nomine, ex eodem: Scripture Inflrumento Mercedes, reftstui o-
portche illius operarie Servitusss, pro latcpinis dedy@is, ipro Civitarivys, €3 villis adifica-
‘tis. Tertull, ¢onerg Murcion. 1.2, T AU :

A .
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. Thirdly, 1 anfwer , This Examiple is extraordinary and
‘fpecial, -and not to be pleaded; or intreduced:inta Practice.
~ For certainly it is, that they had a2 moft: exprefs. Command
i, from God to fpoil the &Egjptians ; Burwhofoever: thall: pre-.
~tend'any foch Warrant now, ‘by revelation aor the impulfe

of his private Spirit,” may well be cenfured for Enthufia(m,
:and condemned for Robbery. , ' '

- And thes T have done with the firft .and greateft kind ‘of
. Theft, taking away what rightfully-belongs to another; -
? swhether God o Man... .: R B R Y R R r
5 .Secondly, Another-kind -of Theft is Qppreffion,.and un- -
r ‘reafomable Exaction ; and ithis efpeciafly is the Sin of Supe-
Z ‘riors towards their Inferiors; taking: Advantage, either vpory

their:Weaknefs, . or. their Neceflity, toimpofe moft unequal
‘Conditions upon them, ‘and fuch as they .canaot. bear with«
aut their Detriment, or Ruine, contrary to that Law which
Gt gave nnto his Peaple, . Levit. 25. 34. If thou fed axght
snto oy Neighhoury. or buyeft-ought at tky Neighbour's bands §
ye foalinot oppref anc anvther. Thus thofe who fet. their Lands
o , Ggg 2 to

Vs R
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to the Sweat and Toil of others at too hard a Rate, fothae
the laborious Tenant eannot fubfift by his Induftry; thofe
that let out Money at a biting Intereft, or rigidly exa it
from infufficient Perfons ; Great ones, who fright the mea-
ner into difadvantageous Bargains, and force them, through
Fear, to part with what they enjoy, at an under-price ; shefe,

~ and other like, though they may not be condemned by hu-

mane Laws, Which give too much permiffion to- Men to
make the utmoft Advantage of theirown ;. yet they are guil-
by the Law of God ; and their Sin is no lefs than Oppref-
on; whichis a Sin hateful both to God and Man. The
Prophet Micab,Chap.3. 25 3. calls it & phucking off sheir Skin
from them, and their Flefb from off -their Bones, and chopping
them in pieces, as for the Pot, and as Fle/b for the Canldron.
All' Unmercifulnefs, and hard Dealings with others,. is
a kind of Theft ; for the Law of Nature, and much mdrethe
Law of Charity, - binds thee fo to deal with others, that they
may have no Caufe toxomplain-of ‘thee to: God ; and. in:the
Bittermeft of thely Spirits'to--imprecate his Wrath:and -Ven-
geance upon thee. . .v . LIl oo

Thirdly, Another kind of Theft is detaining from another
what is his due, either by Equity or Gompa&: And how.ma-
oy are there whefe profufe .Rior and Luxury. are thaintained’
upon the intrufted Goods cf others, whuf¥.che! paor Credi~
tor in the mean time hath no other fatisfattion but good'

- Words, and {carce any thing to live:upon  but.his own:. Tears

and Sighs ¢ And how many with-hold the Hire of ‘the.La~
bourer, who.when he hatly wearied out himfelf im their Ser-
vice, is denied that fmall Reward . which he requires. for: his
neceflary refrefhment @ Yea not only denying it,. but evenr
deterring it beyond the time that they ean conveniently be:
without it, is 2 kind of Theft and Oppreffion; Dewt. 24. 84.
Thou fbalt not opprefs am bired Servant. that is poor and nee<
dy ; at bis Day thou fhalt give bim bis. Hire, neither fhall,

the
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the €ighth: Commandment.
the Sun go down upon it : For he is poorand [etteth his Heart
apon it 3 left be cry againft thee unto the Lord, and it ke Sin
unto thee. Yea,in all our Bargains and Agrecments,though

they be never fo much tothine own Prejudice, thou art bound "

'to ftand to them, unlefs the other will voluntarily releafe
thee from the Obligation. For this is one of the Characters
givenof a godly Perfon, Pfal. 15.4. He that fweareth, and
covemanteth to kis own burt, and changeth not ; but upon De-
mand, is ready ard willing to fulﬁf his Agreement : How

much more heinous and abominable is it, when they have

already received the full value of their Compac, unjuftly

. ‘to with-hold what they have agreed to give ; which is no

better than to take their Labour, or their Goods from them
by Violence and Robbery; yea, and in one rcfpezt,‘wor(é,
in as much as it adds Falfhood to Stealth. " :

. Fourthly, Another kind of Theft is in buying and felling ;
and this, 152 very large and. voluminous Deceit: For the
Subtilty of Men hath found cut fo maay Artifices to defraud
and over-reach one another;. that to recount them, is almoft
as hard as to efcape them. Here come in the falfe Weights,
and the falfe Meafures which are an abomination to the Lord.

“Prop.x1. 1. Falfe and "counterfeited Wares, over-commen-

didg, or undervaluing of Goods for advantage ; and many
other unjuft Contrivances, which. Men’s - Confciences can
better fuggelt to them, than any Difcourfe. The Apoftle
hath Tufficiently cautioned and threatned fuch Men. 1 7he/.
4.6. Let no.man go beyond, or defrand his Brother in any
Mastershecanfe that the Lard. is the avenger of fuchBelieve it
shere is.a Day coming when the falfe Weights fhall be them-

53

felvesweighed,and the fcanty Meafures meafured;by aStandard

that is infallibly true. Poffibly thou maift deal fo cunningly,
that thofe whom thou’ over-reacheft can have no advantage
ag:nﬁ thee, .nor right themfelves by Law : But remember
el dhe greas Jnlge willavenge them wpoui thee st che lat
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- An Expolition upon
day. Then all Accounts thall be balanced , and fo much

‘found refting due, which'thou fhalt certainly pay ; though

_ not to thofe whom thou haft wronged ; yet to the Juftice

of God, who is the great and univerfal Creditor.

There are likewife many other kinds of Theft ; as Pro-

_ di%ality 'in wafting what fhould fatisfie the juft demands of
‘ot

ers; taking of Wages and Reward for what we do not
endeavour confciencioufly to -perform ; felling that which

'we have no rightto difpofe of, or things which ought not to

be fold ; taking Bribes for Juftice, or Rewards for Injuftice .
But [ fhall not particalarly mfiftupon thefe, and many others

that might be-mentioned.

And thus we have feen what the Negative Part of this
Precept is. o .
But becaufe every Negative implies in it a Pofitive, let us

- fee what isthe Duty required from us. Afd that is two-

fold. . : ' '

'~ Firft, That every one of us fhould have fome Calling,
Secondly, That all of us fhould te contented in that Eftate

?nd Condition of Life, wherein the Divine Providence hath

et us. o : L "

- Firf}, Thou fhalt not ffeal : therefore ev,ery}\{an ouglit to
have a Calling, whereon he may comfortably fubfift, and by
his Labour and Induftry may provide at lea Neceffaries for
himfelf and Family : For be that provideth not for his Fami-
&y, hath denidd the Faith, (faith the Apoﬁle,taoand i worfe
than an Infidel : Some there are who live without any Cal

- fing at all ; fuch are like idle Drones, that confume the La-

bours of others, lazy Vagabonds, to whom the greateft
‘Charity would be Correction; who only ferve to devour
mifplaced Alms; and defraud the truly poor of their Relief :
Yea, if Ithould rank with thefe a compeny of ﬁ'é"ﬁ.f’“ﬁ’i’
- ebauc;
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the €ighth Commandment..
debauch’d Geatlemen, I think I fhould do them no-great In-
jury 3 fuch, I mean, who are neither ferviceable to God,
nor. their Country , who have nothing of true Worth and
Gentility.in them ; but sre a Company of leud and defpe-
rate Royflers, the moft unprofitable Members in the Com-
monweslth, and- good for nothing bur to kill and deftroy
one 2nother in their drunken Quarrels..- Tknow there is no
neceflity for Manual Employment and Labour to thofe whom
God hath kiberally endowed with his earthly Bleflings ; but
yet they may havea Galling, and withig their own Sphere
may find . Employment enough to take up their Time and

55

‘Thoughts ;: and fuch as may make them the moft beneficial -

Men on- Earth, and truly honoured and loved by others::
For by their Authority, their Example, the Amplenefs of -
their Demefnes and Revenues, 'and the Dependence that-
_others have upan themy they may- be as: influential to pro-

motel Goodnefs and Vertue, as too commonly: they are to .

promote Vice and Villany ; and to -fuch.truly ' generous -

Spirits, who intend to be fo employed, let me commend the

carefu] perufalof an excellent Treatife dire@ed unto thems =~

Estityled, 7be Gentleman's Calling, Dt yet withal;if they -
fhonld candefcend to- fome fated Vocation, and -Courfe of |

Life; it.would be no difparagement to their Gentility ; for
certainly “dem, was as much a2 Gentleman, and had as large

Demmelngsasany of themr ; and yet -God thought fit te place.

bim in Bders that he might drefs and keep the Garden.
ERZI UBG BT BTN A N

fe D Btlt':wﬁmehaw: no Employmcm sfo,

« Seconddy; vherr-have an- volpwinl Employment : ‘Such - -
whofe only. Wark ivis: to inftrué: Vice, and excite Men to. it. *~  *
Andbow many fuch are there, wholive by the provoking: ..
snd easoufigmgthsw:ckednefs of othexs s:and cantinually - .-

make o of all the; Allurements: sha, mighs enties usto

then to the Willand-Aflections: . -,

-
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- Thirdly, Others have indeed an honeft.and a Jawful Cal-
fing’; but they are negligent and flothful in it. Now Sloth
tendeth to Poverty. Prov. 6. 10, 21. Tet a little Sleep, a lir-

tle Slumber, a little folding of the Hands to Sleep : So fhall

thy Poverty come as one that traveleth ; drawing nearerind

nearer to thee by foft and filent degrees; ard thy wane

as an armed Man 3 who, though hisPace be flow, by reafon’

‘of the weight of his Armour, yet his Affaults are more
irrefiftible . and deftru@®ive. And Poverty tempts to

Theft. Prov. 30. 9. Leff I am poor, and fieal. And there-

fore this Command which forbids Theft , mwuft by con=
fequence enjoin Labour and induftry in ‘thofé: lawful Cal-

- lings wherein the Divine Providence hath fet us; actording

to that of the Apaftle, Epb. 4. 28: Let him that flole feal no
more 3 but rather let-bim hgur, working with bis bands the

thing that is good, that he may have to give to bim that nee-

deth 5 ‘and fo by his Induftry, of @ Thief become a Bene-

*Dikon-- faltor and Alms-giver. -~ - | ,
tenand TR |
il Secondly, It requires us to be contented with that Portion
theRoot of Earthly Comforts which our heavenly Father allots un-
;&:&ﬁ, to us. Heb. 13. 5. Be tontent with thfe things ye have. And
thatthinks certainly he that is not: content with what God allows him,
bimfelf - jies under a grievons Temptation, by fraudulent and unjuft
that he Courfes to carve out his own Condition to himfelf, and to
hath not invade the Rightsand Properties of -others*: Let ustherefore
& muchas check this repining Temper betimes, and not think that we
thers, willhave toolittle, and othes too much; "but whatfoever God
be apt e-affordeth us, let us account' it fufficient Provifion, and 2 -
‘ d‘:ud‘h‘o", Child’s Portion ; and although it be but. Foodand Rayment,
Violence neither the moft delicate, nor the moft fumptuous ; yet ba-
:‘?<Mf° ving: . Food anl: Rayment, let us be theréwith contewted ; as
by mg_d)emmﬁle)ei’ﬁorts us, 1 Zim.6.-8: Let us:look upon all other
_ ing of o- Thingsas: faperfludus, ot indifferent; andnot murnur, al-
“thers. though we fhould never obtain them: For Whatfoe:; ﬁixsl
N . : ) . : ,. o, n
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hesdfil -6 thy. Subfiftence ;: God’s -Providere and Bleffing
upon thy Induftry, will farnifh thee with it; and whstisnop
needful to this, isnot worth thy Eavy and Repining.

And o wiuich for the Expofition of this Commandment.

<. '1> Sl onlyfabjoin'a ! Word: or two .untp thofe who-are
confibas fo themfelves that: they have wrorged others of
whigt was ‘their: dué, and either with-held; or taken from,
whiat by Law'snd Equity belonged 1o them; Let fuch know
that they' are. bound: to' make them ajperfedt and plenary
favisfadtion; byhaking an entite and s enary. reflitution, if
the Thing Ay hawe fotlert- . purloiped, be Gl extant,and

in theirthand gor if not, then by making 8 full and fatisfacto-

ry comipenfation.. Yes, bethe thing: great or fmall, more

ot lefs, though it fhould feemingly: tend ta the fofs of chy
Credit, by acknowledging fuch;:a. Wrong ;-or vifibly tend

to thy imipoverifhing or undoing to-reftoreit ; yet notwith-
ftanding, thou artbound to teflore every. Farthing of .what

thou haft wronged and defrauded . thy Brother. Naris it
enough to confefs the Sin.before 'God, 'and to beg Pardon at $ires ai:
his Hands;!Ibut thou muft likewife render unto. Mag what o P
is his.dae, and What thau ?muﬁlxakmﬁ.ﬁom him, 3 Whe- Seccasum
ther it be his by thy Promife, or by hisown former Poffe(fion, «f, reddé
as ever thou hopeft to obtain Pardon for thy Sin from ttfe 240,
Mercy-of God ;' yee, agd theuart bound: Lkewife to-the ve- s, pens-

u of thy Power to make him recompence tentsa nom
xy utmoft of thy perice for all soie

the dammage which he hath in the mean time fuftained by 5. ar;

thy unjuft with-holding his Right and Due from him ; or ‘nmremit-

clfe thou fhalt never obtain Pardon and Remiffion for thy =« Pfjé '

atum,ni,

Guilt. And the Reafon is, becaufe as long as you detain ref;pue

what is another’s, fo long you continue in the commiffion of sur abla- ’

_ghedame Sin; for unjuft Pofieffion is a continued and prolon- {7 A%
ed Theft: And certainly Repentance can never be true nor Nocedi-
chere, while we continue in the Sin of which we feem to v 54
: Hhh repent ;
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" repent;; nd thy. Repentince nor‘beng ervey Paydon (balt
el ‘,:_',{:;v; _

 ever be grabtdthes: 17

" Phis'poffibly mdy feeman hard

-f"|’ P i r
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But you will fay, What if thofe whom we have wronged
be fince dead 2 How €an Reftitocion bé:made yato shem >

Yanfwer ; Tn this Cafe, thdwakv bound demalse. it 16 their-
Children, or theif neer Relaxiond, to Whoatitis ta be ]
pofed, that what thou haft wrong fudly dethined, weuld have:
defcended, and been fft by thierh ;. ax ifimene of thefe canr

be found, ‘nor any 'té whom-ofright it:mhy-belong, taen

God's Rivht takes plice, as-heds vhe gredthord ead Propri- -

etor of all things: Andftﬁmeaghne&;!bqﬁda;whguhqum
obliged to give of thine own; to beftown i -on the works of
Charity and Piery; fat it is:then cfclicatad to: him: Yet
withal, thou haft great reafon ‘o bewiil that thew hak fo-
long deferred the yeltitation ~of i wo-the right owner, till
frow thon Haft 'ma&e?thy?felﬁdnapxbl%ofuning P

. ) ] : ;and: Jonbtlek it
is foin 3 World o full of Repimzand Injeftice; bus yet as-
hard asit is, this is the Rule of Chriftianity ; thisis thein~
flexible Law- of Juftice;; -and- witkion: this, yon live and die

-without all ‘hopes -oF cbtuiniag: predony by congiobing in:

' yourS'ms m ' ftéﬂttng"'“ iy ceactb ey e
. PR .‘,.! [ v . . .
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© And thres mpch’ or this Biglith~-Commandment. . * -
R o IR RN VI RS AR

N (T ’r crettm e bed iy e i 2

e 1} N

ST T Tt B A S SRR AR S S

R I TR ETRY S T i wer e g
R . . R ' N
,4' - ‘ LR /
Yl T . . mw B
i THE
B it il : ' o
LS
{ . t o i 1
. v - .
(B
/ .




	An Exposition on the Eighth Commandment: "Thou shalt not steal" (Exodus 20:15) —- Ezekiel Hopkins



