THE |
Chriftian's Ttiumph
OVER .

DEATH.

- 1 Cor, X¥. 55. o
O Death ! where is thy Sting? O Grave!
| ty Vittory 2

.this Chaptet, the Aa

oftle largely infifts up-

n thit Article of the

‘hriftian Faith, which

{0 far above the Reach

nd Comprehenfion of

, . -.eafon, that thofe who

- were the profe(s’'d Mafters of Redfon, the
wife Athenians, among whom both Lear~
ning and Civility were in their highe®t Ele-
vation, yet could not even They abftain
from railing Abufes,when S. Paul preach’d
of the Refurrection unto them, A¢. xvii.1 8.
.7 Lo W hat
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W bat coill this Babbler ay? And,He feemetl
to De a Setter forth of flrange Gods, becaufe:

) _ be preached Jesvs and the Rej’uméfion.

So ftrange and uncouth a Doétrine did
this appear, that as they thought he re~

.commended Jesus to them for a new

God ; fo they thought, that this daszas,
or Refurrettion, was fome new-invented
Goddefs, that Paul himfelf worfhip’d,
and would perfuade them to be her Vo~
taries, Which, howfoever, had certamly
beén of a better Rank, than many of that
Rabble of Deitys which they own’d and -
worfhip’d. For, both Cicero and Clemens
Alexandrinus teftify of thele learned 4-
thenians, who rejefted the Refurre&ion as
a ftrange and novel God, that they yet eg
reted Temples to Contumely, and Im-
pudence, Difeafes, and U-Fortune. And
’tis Pity, they fhould not always have the
Favour and -Prefence of thofe Deitys.
There was fcarce any Superftition fo ab-
furdly ridiculous, which Ep:fc Sages would
not rather embrace, than the Belief of a fu
ture RefurreGion, -which they accounted -
a downright Affront to the Principles of”

~ Reafon and Learning. They could not

comprehend a Poffibility in the Re-union
of the f{eparate Soul and Body, fo con-
trary to their celebrated Maxim, & priva~
sione ad babitum non datur regreffus : N‘f;
- could: -
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‘could they conceive, that Duft fcatter’d to
the Four Winds 6f Heaven, and fubje--
Gied to fo many Changes, and made th
Ingredients of fo many other Bodys, could
ever be recollected, and kneaded up again
-into the fame Body to which it did ori-
ginally belong. But I fhall have no Oc-
cafion prefently to vindicate the Poffibili-
ty of the Refurre&tion, and to demon-
ftrate, That though it may be above thc
‘Reach of Reafon to conceive, yet it is not
-beyond the Reach of Omnipotence to ef-
fect: It is more pertinent at prefent to
cobferve, that the Apoftle draws a moft
firm and natural Confequence from the
Belief of the Refurre@ion, to fortify us
againft the Dread of Death. Doth the
Husbandman fear to commit his Grain to
the Earth, becaufe it muft there die and
rot; and lie buried under Clods and Dirt,
whenas he knows, that all thefe Changes
tend only to make it afterwards fprout
up more flourithing and verdant, with
the greater Beauty and Increafe? So it is,
faith the Apoftle, ‘with our Bodys, . 42,
They are [orn in Corruption, but raifed in
Incorruption ; they are f;zw in Difhonour,
but raifed in Glory ; “they are fown in
Weaknefs, but raifed in Power: There
they lie hid under the deep Furrows of -
the Grave, {uffcriﬁg all e sta&mfﬂf; .
L 3 .
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_of Stench, Worms, and Putrefaction. But

Gop, the Great Husbandman of the

‘World, doth but fow us in the Ground ;

we -fhall certainly fprout up again, and
appear mote beatitiful and glorious. Thefe
Ruins of our Bodys fhall be made a Foun-
dation for a more flately Edifice; T bir

-Corruptible fball put on Incorruption; and

this Mortal fhall put on Immortality, ver.

53 -

. Naw, the certain Hape and Bxpeéta- -
tion; of this blefled Change, iquite dif-
rms Death, and leaves it withdut any
enom or Malignity againft a Believer.
To what purpofe is all that ghaftly Train

- that attends this King of Terrots, Difea~

fes, Pains, and Languors 2 When they
have done the utmoft that they are able,

~ they can but caft him to the Earth, whence,

Apoftle doth in my Text infult over this

Anteus like, he rifeth again with redou-
bled Vigour. Go b deals withus, as the
Chineze do with their precious Earth ; He
lays us long under Ground, that we may
be refin’d, and made fit to be Veffels of
Honpur prepared for our Mafter’s Ufe.
What a weak and impotent Adverfary is
this, whofe Affaults are our Advantage,
and whofe- Conquefts prove his own O-
yerthrow! B T
A n.p, upon this wery Confideration,the

con=
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.contemptible Enemy; O Death! whereé is

thy Sting? O Grave! where is thy Vi-

Eory'?

.

" DeaTn is here reprefented to s,

as a venomous Serpent, but fuch a-one¢;

as hath loft his Sting; that though it may

* hifs againdt us, yet it cannot wound wus:

Where is thy Sting? that is, Where
is that which threatned to convey thy
noxious and baneful Poifon into us?
Where is that which is thought {6 for
midable, fo deftructive drid. pernicions in
Death? And this very Queftion intimates
to us, that there is nothing left -of this
venomous Quality ; -that Row toa fdith-
ful Servant of Curyst there is nothing
deadly, no not in Death itfelf. T<re
member, I have fomewhere read of a kind
of Serpents, whofe Peifon is fo very vi-
rulent, and of fuch quick Difpatch, that
. it doth immediately diffolve the Body
and reduce it.to Duft. - This Sting, and:
this Venom.in i, Deathidoth indeed i}
retain, even againft the beft of Meny
and thofe whom it fmites-fhall certzinly:
crumble away into Duft. This’ Sting
therefore fill remains. -

A~ ps for its Victories, ‘the Grave too

€an boaft as many, as it hath ‘Trophies
erc&ed in the Monuments, Infcriprions;
and {catter’d Bones of thofe whom it hath

. : L 4 ) {lain,

-t

)
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flain, But whep Omaipotence fhall rally
every loofe and difpers’d Dutt in its forz
mer Station ; when we fhall become Hea.

" yenly from Earth, and Deathlefs from

- §onfiderations are top weak to encous -

Death, we may juftly, without Fear, de

fl[aife the Injuries of Death, tread with |

riumph yipen the Earth that mat bury
ps,o BserRvE hence, That the Hape of

4 bleffed and glorious Refurre@ion is the

only fufficient Secyrity againft the Dread

of Death, anda Chriftian's moft glorious

Triumph over the Grave.

~ In profecuting of this, 1 fhall emly
fpeak to thefe Two Things, -

** Firfi, 1 fhallthew, That all other,Cons

fiderations arc too weak and feebis, 26
affure the Soul agaipft the rough Affaults,

and violent Terrors of Death. :
" Secondly, 1 fhal] thew you what there
is in the Hopes and Expegtation of a glox

- vious Refurre@ion,_ that may embelden

us to defpife Death, as a ¢onquer’d Eres

my, and to wpbraid it with this holy

Scorn of the Apoftle, O Death! where

< 45 thy Ssing?

Firf, For the Firft, That alb other
rage us; let us confider thofe fearful and

harrid Notions that Nature hath itpring .

ted upon us againtt its Enemy, how wacr‘;
=0 T e 409




Triumph over Death. 3 53

and difmal it reprefents his Vifage; fo
that tho’ there be mothing more certain,,
by the Statute Law of Heaven, than that
wemuitdie; yet withal, there is nothing .
maore difficult than to perfuade Men to
die willingly. The old Philofophers, and
wife Men of all Ages, have ranfack’d the
whole Magazine of Reafon, and putinto
oar Hands all the Weapons they could
shere find, which they thought might
zmbolden us to encoufiter this dreadful
Ememy. But yet (as the Lord Verulam
- well obferves) all their great Prepara,
tions, inftead of dimdnithing its Dread,
oply ferv'd to make je appear the more
fearful.  All the Coft and Skill they be-
flewed upon their Armour, made them
but the. richer Prey to the Vitor, and
only ferv’d to enhance the Conquefls of
Death, . that could lay fuch rational and
asgumentative Heads in the Duft, Apnd
indeed, whatfoeyer meer natural Reafon
£a8: put upon-us, is rather for Pomp than
Ufe; more to embellifh the Mind, than
to fortify the Heart: For, there is not
-dny thing which thefe grave Moralifts do
with fo much Oftentatton and Contempt
of Death offer unto the World, that, if i¢
be: ratiohally fcann'd, can prove a folid .
Ground for Pcagé and Comfort in a dy-

g Haur
log Hour s
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Avy that they inculcate in their Dif--
courfes on this {ad Theme, may be (I
think ) reduced to thefe Three Heads.

E1rHER the Neceffity of Dying ; or,

Ovur Freedom by it from the Cares
and Troubles of this Life. Or,

Laftly, The Hopes of a future Reward.

BuT none of thefe, fo far as Reafon
alone can difcover it, will be a fufficient
Defence againft the Sting of Death, nor
gain the Victory from the Grave. For,
1. Winar Relief is it, to tell us, that
Death is neceffary; that it is the com-
mon Lot of all Men; that every <om-" .
pounded Being hath thofe fatal Princi-
ples wreathed up in it, that will certainly
work its Diffolution ; and that therefore
it becomes the Reafon and the Spirit of
a Man, to entertain that Fate that is un-
avoidable, with a Conftancy- that is un-
moveable 2 This is frequently urged by
Heathen Philofophers, in their Prepara-

‘tions againft the Fear of Death. ITess

alw avdynlu oo dyerabvety, ey drepronTe
) wlelu i wegs auge, éxv av Bynlor dare-
evvlyaxn, faith Hierocles. A wife Manwdl
not fret himfelf at Neceflity, nor look
upon it as fome ftrange uncxpetted Ac-
cident, if that which is mortal die, and
that which is compounded of Parts, falb
afunder, But'alas! what Comfort is all

| - this,
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this, fince that which they bring for our
“Support, is the very thing that frights us ?
"Tis the Inevitablenefs of Dezath, that
makes it fo exceeding terrible; it were
not fo dreadful, were it avoidable. And
thérefore;, to arm Men againft the Fear
ot*Death, beeaufe it is the common Lot
of all, is, in my Judgment; to as little
Purpofe, as if, to. comfort fome pitiful
~Wretch, they fhould bid him b¢ of good
Chear, for that he muft neceflarily be

miferable and wietched. And then,
2. As far the Freedom which they
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tell us Death gives from the Cares, Sor- -

rows and Troubles of this Life; that it

is the fafeft and moft fecure Refuge; the

only Port we can make, when we are
beaten 'with the Storms and Tempefts of
- the'World, .though they infift on it as a
principal Remedy againft the Fear of
Death; yerif this be all, that we thall
no longer fuffer Hunger, nor Cold, nor

Pain ; nor Mifery, that Death is a uni-

verfal Cure for all Difeafes; thatitalone
removes the Wants which Life could not
fupply; all this will fall very fhert of
‘being a fufficient Encouragement to un-
dergo that laft Arrcft with a"becoming
Temper. For, this; if there be no more;
és. but like the Changing of a Fever into

a Lethargy, and only brings us into fuch

a gloo-
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yet this indeed might be fome Antidote
againft the envenom’d Sting of Death,
and a Support againft the Dread and Ter-
ror of it, if Reafon could as well fecure
our Right unto it, as make Difcovery of
it. But Reafon, even in Heathens them~
{elves, hath prepared a Place of Punith~
ment, as well as of Blifs; and the Con-
fciences of all Men do, doubtlefs, dif~
cover unto them every day that Guilt, for
which their Reafon alone could never yet
difcover a fufficient Expiation: So thar,
" inftead of arming us againft the Fears of -
Deeath, Reafon, if we purfue it in its
¢lofeft Confequences, redoubles thofe
Terrors; and, by proving us Tranfgref«
“fors of the natural Law that God hath
written in every Man’s Heart, argues us
all into Torments. Hence we read of
fuch ftrange Luftrations, and horrid Me<
thods of expiating Guilt, that ufually
they then committed the greateft Crimes,
when they thought to compenfate for
them; and their very Religion was the
moft abomimable Part of their Sins. If),
therefore, meer Reafon can conclude, thay
there is a future State of Happinefs and
Mifery to be proportion’d out acco:ding
~ to Mens Demerits, and their” Confci~.
ences tell them that their Demerits are
only fuch, as ¢ntitle them only to Punith~

ment 3
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ment 3 when they cin'find out no like#

li: way of Atonement for their Guilty-
t

is, inftead of encouraging them againft
the Dread of beath, muft needs make
the Fear theéreof more tormenting and
killing, than if they were not at all con-
{cious of any fuch future State.

- Besipes,all that our Natural Under—
ftanding can difcover to. be the Reward:
of juft A&ions, is only a partial Blifs to
crown the Soul of Man ; which; indeedy
fome Sects of Philofophers held to be
immortal, and to furvive the Funerals of
the Body. But, nonc of them ever be+
lieved the Refurrc&ion of the Flefh; and

{o give up the one half of Man te be

Joft and defperate, Now, who would
not fear that dreadful Stroke, that fhould
quite cleave away one half of him, never
to be recover’d, nor re-united? Who.
would not fear to undergo that Change,
after which he muft be no longer a Man,
but only exift a bare and naked Soul?
So that you fee, all gther Confidera=
tions that Reafon and Philofophy can af-

~ ford us, without the Expeétation of a

glorious Refurretion, cannot be a fuffi+

- eient Defenee nor\Sccurit(y to us againft
the Fears of Death. Thofe things arera-

ther Flourifkes of Wit, than Armour of
Proof': And that laft Encounter, in which
| e e
-
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we muft all- be engaged againft that lalt
Enemy, will prove too rough and boi-
fterous for the Finenef$ of {uch formal
Arguments to make good. If Mens Con-
{olations be no better than thefe; That
Death is neceffary ;” That by it, they fhall
be freed from the Cares and Miferies of
this Life ; and, That their Souls fhall fur-
vive, but whether in Weal, or Wo, they
are npt well aflured : If this beall, when
they come to die, it will fare with them
as with cunning Fencers in the midft of
of a confufed Battle, they will foon be
put by all their artificial Play, and find,
their Poftures and their Wardings are all
infignificant and ufelefs. Indeed, that
which alone can enable Men to meet
Death with an undaunted Boldne(s, muft

be fomething either much below humane
Reafon, as Rafhnefs, and Defperation; or-

elfe, fomething vaftly above it, as Divine
Grace and Revelation. And this, Chri-
ftian Religion only hath made known to
the World, difcovering a perfeét Expia-
tion for Sin, in the Blood of the imma-
culate Lamb, the eternal Son of Gop;
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and withal, giving us ample Affurance,

npon 2 pious and holy Life, of attaining
toa joy£1 and blefled Refurretion, where
the entire Man fhall eternally poffefsa
full and entire Happinefs. By the for-

mer,
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mer, it takes away the Sting of Deatﬁ;'
which is Sin : By the latter, it recovers
the Viftory from the Grave, and throws
down all its Trophies, letting thofe out
to Life and Liberty, whom it detain’d as
its Captives and Prifoners, o

Axp thus, I have finith’d the Firft _
thing propounded ; and have thewn youy
That all other Confiderations, befides that
of a glorious and -bleffed Refurreétion,
are too feeble to affure and encourage -
Men againft the Fears of Death.

Secondly, The Second is to fhew you,
what there is in the Hopes and Expeétas -
tion of this bleffed Refurreétion; that may
embolden us to defpife Death, and to -
“trtumph over the Grave. - . - -

- AxD here, I fhall net fpeak of the
Glory that fhall be corferr’d onthe whole
Man, which is confequent to the Refur~
reétion ; but confine myfelf to thofe Ad<

_ ¥antages which we fhall have in-the Bo~
‘dy‘o'nly; .

" 1s It fhall be raifed an efitice and per<
fe& B()dy. Not a Dtlﬁ, ot an AtOﬂ\C;

- that is-neceffary to the Integration of -it;
fhall be loft : And; though they be feat<
ter’'d up and down-the Wgorld, afhd ‘cotr<
fufedly mix’d with other Beings, .yet;
by the Omnipotence of ‘Gop, ahd the
Miniftry of Xngcls, -every Duft fhall ber
: } T pikd




Trinmph over Death.

" pick'd up again, and ferin its due Place
and Order. To this purpofe, Tertullian
Apeaks well,. 8i non integyor [uftitat Deus,
non [ufcitat mortuos, Gc. K Go o doth
not vaife us up emtire, be doth mot raife
the Dead ; for, if any Part of us be not
-raifed, as to that we are ftill dead.

2, As it fhall be raifed up entire

—and perfe¢t, fo every Member of it
$hall be made fuch: as may be moft fub-

{ervient to the Soul, and moft capable of -
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_ the Receipt of Glory.. We fhall not find -

our Bodies {o reftive, nor fo unwieldy,
as too often here we do. They now
- hang upon us as heavy Clogs, and des
prefs us when we fhould be foaring up
to Heaven. Then we fhall no longer
need our Saviour’s gracious Excufe for
our Infirmities, Matth. xxvi. 41. The

Spirit traly is willing, but .the Flefh is

weak. -No ; this Flefh of ours] in that
glorified Eftate, fhall hold out in- all the

rapturous  Exercifes of the Soul: And

whereas now' we are dull when ‘we hear;

* and drowfy, when we pray, and diftra
¢&ted when we meditate; foon tired out
inany holy Performarices ; ‘then, when all
thefe Dregs and Flegm fhall be purged
from us, our Bodies themfelves ill)lall be
all Light and Fire, Brisk and Sparkiing,
ready_ to attend every the leaft Motion ;)f
vt M the
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-the Soul, withont Reludtance, and' with-

-out Wearinefs. Then again

3. THoucH the Body thalt be theiis
raifed entire, and perfe@ in all irs Limbs,
yet fhall they nor perform any of thoke
{ordid Offices. to. which now they ferve.
They fball be difcharg’d from their Offi-
«ces; as thesfame Tertullian fpeaks; but
yet they thall not therefore ceafe to be
neceflary in the Body: For, though they

lofe their Offices, yet- muft: they

tain their Places, being referved for the

S¢ritence of the righteous. Judge.

-

[
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