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Of the Refurrcllion.

Por, becaufe the Improbability of the
Thing is fo great, and the Arguments
drawn from Nature and Reafon againft
ir, are fo ftrang to 2 Man who looks no
higher, and believes not, that Miracles
interpofe in the Series of humane Affairs :
Therefore, 2 Doctrine, which is fo ftrange
a Paradox, as that of the Refurretion,
had need have very forcible Arguments
- to prave it, that it may be able to over-
bear the Diffent of the World, which
elfe will, doubtdlefs, cry it down, as ab-
furd and impoffible. .

WhaarT great Prejudices and importus
nate Objections Infidelity brings againft
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this Doctrine, Ihave fhewn more at large Diourfe

clfewhere; and that the utmoft they a,
mount to,. is only to prove the Superna-
- tural ‘%ﬁghty' Power of the esicient
Caufe, 4
Effe&t. . S : :
Bo¥ againft-thefe firong Prejudices and
plaufible Arguments, Chriftian Religion
‘eppofeth that wghich neither Prejudice can
overbear, noryet Arguments confute,
the plain and gvident Teftimony of Senfe.
This Chapter, of which the Text is Part,
. FiVC&i}S‘:abuhdant Atteftation of the Re-
urrection of Cur1sT, relating His ma-
ny Appearances to His Difciples, who,
giter His Death, convers'd corporally with
L S Him,

d not the Impoffibility of the

upon Act.
i, 24. Fol.
P35 &cC



186  Of the Refirreion

Him, and who faw Him perform alf - ’

the Funétionsof Life, as Eating, Drink+
ing, Gc. which S. Auguftin well faidy
He did, »on egeflate, fed poteflate, not
that He needed fuch weak Supports ; for.
His Body was then fpiritual, incorrupti-
ble, and impaflible, but to {iew that He

- was really a Man, and might do it.

. On the very Day of His Refurrettion
He appearcth to Mary Magdalen in the
Morning, ver.14. And, asthe Circum=

- ftance of the Hiftory gives us good
Grounds to conjecture, prefently after
to Peter; that-thefe wha had been the

- greateft Sinners, and were the moft paf~

nate Mourners, might firft of all re<
~ geive the ftrongeft. Confolations, by des
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‘ciples what had happened unto them,
"They find them, and divers other Beliew
yers, late and fecretly affembled, for fear
of the Fews. And as they are declaring
the former Paflages, Jesus himfelf cams
~and flood in the midft of them, and fhewed
them bis Hands and bis Side ; and they
were glad when they faw the Lord, ver,
19, 20,
-ONE'wopld think, that fuch 3 fudden

Surpriza] ¥ this, appearing to thm un-
expectedly, when they were, inall Like-
lihood, fadly difcourfing of Him, and
wavering between Hope and Doubtg.
might rather have affrighted, and terri.
fied, than rejoiced them.  They had fhue
the Doors for fear-of the Fews: But
whom the firong Bands of Death, and
the Bars of the Grave could not detain,
peither could the Bolts and Locks of 2
Doaor exclude; yet we need not here
fancy any Penetratioh of Dimenfions, or
that CHrist’s Body paffed through
the very Body of the Door, as fome af-
frm, who had rather vouch Impoffibi~
licies, and Contradictiops, thag be barren
in inventing Miracles. It was wonder=
ful enongh,  to make His Paffage by His
Word and Will ; and am aftonithing Sight,
o fee Him i the midft of them, whofe
Entrance: thizher, and fodden Opmi“g
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..and Shutting of the Door, they could

not perceive. Whom would it not ap-
Ma to have a Perfon, whom they knew
ad been dead and buried, ftart in upon

them from the Confines of the Grave,

and the Regions of Darknefs ; efpecially
too, at fuclg1 a Time, when Night, and
the Fear of their own Lives, (both which
Circumftances here concurred) might
make them more apt to receive terrifying
Impreflions? But a revived Saviour is 2
reviving Sight; and the Confirmation,

“which now their Faith and Hope recei--

ved, fweetly vanquifh'd all the trouble-
fome Suggeftions of their Fear;. conver~
ted their Doubting into Affurance, and

their Trembling into Joy. This is now

the fourth Time that our Saviour fhewed
Himfelf alive to His Difciples, on the ver
Day of His Refurreétion: Two of whic
Appearances are recorded in this Chans
ter; and the other Two in Luke xxiv
FrowM this Night-Affembly 7
is abfent; the Wifdom of Divine 1]
vidence {o ordering it. that the Occa
of his Diffidence { produce a fh
ger Argamenc for we eitablifhing of
Faith. E :onde;
their Cre eithe;
fome Air or elf
the melancnory 1uunons or wmeir. ¢
G - ' - Fang

‘
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Fancfes ; and refolves not to be impofed
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fo here on the eighth Day, after his firfk
Appearances ) wher they were again met -
in the like Aflembly, and 7 homas now
with them r]n sus canie, and ftood in the

a

midtt, anci

id, Peace be unso yon. And

then applying Himfelf particularly to
T bomas, offers to give him all the Satif-
facion thathimfelf had required, to ton+
firm the Truth of His Refurre&ion: Reach
bither thy Finger, and bebold my Hands s
 and redach bither thy Hand, and thruft is

. into my Side. o
- WHusrsIN we may obferve,.

- Firft, That though our Bodies thall be

raifed entire, and perfe@, yet CHRr1sT’s

/ Body, after His Refurrettion, retain’d
- thofe Wounds, and that Solution of Parts,
which were caufed by the Nails and Spear;

and fhall retain them for everin Heaveny

now no longer dolorous in an.impaffible

Body, but as the Monuments and Tro-

phies of his Vi&ory over Sin and Death.

For, - the Body of CuRi1sT was, immeas

. diately afeer His Refurre&ion,
. with the fame Qualities that it

~ ever enjoy in Heaven; except it pe dhiat
radiant Luftr¢ and Glory inwhich it there
fhines, agd which for 2 time He Jaid a-
fide, that He mig't[g;ghe more familiarly
converfe with HisTifciples. Phink then,
what an ineftimable Privilege i - will boy -

L

/

g



Of the Refurrettion. 1ok
wiien we fhall hereafter approach inour
-glorified Bodies unto the glorious Body
of our bleffed Saviour, and (as 7T homas
was invited to'do) fhall put our Fingers -
into the Print of the Nails, and thruft
our Hand into His Side, and f{ound the
Depth of thofe Fountains, ‘whence flow-
ed forth His pretious Bfood, and our
Salvation with it. R ‘

Obferve here the infinite Kind<

efcenfion of our Saviour,

a Conviction to His unbelie<

upon his own Tetms, tho’

very bold and unreafomable ones they

were: Whether he' did aGually touch,

and fearch thofe facred Wounds, or {as

""" s Curiofity with the Sight of his

i3 not exprefly - recorded;

and Modefty theck’d any

;- which, where the Objeth

was lo plain and évident, wonld havé

tended rather to his Reproach, than Cons

viction, and have as much argwed his

Unbelief, 28 .confirm’d his ‘Faith. Amd

dhis feems intimated in that mild ‘Reproof
our Savious gives him, ver. 29. Becaufd

ooy baft [een e, thou bafk believed: Blef
fed are they who bave not feen, =4 -

* - bave believed. Obferve likewile

- Thirdly, How wifelv .and g
ouk Sa accommo His

suUvuUy
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feenfions to the Infirmities of His Sera !
vants. In the Morning of the Refurre- i
&ion, when He firft appeared to Mdry !
Magdalen, He commands her, who in
Probability was proftrating herfelf to em«

.brace his Feet, not to touch Him, wver.
17. Touch me not, for I am not jet a~
feended to my Father.” Her Faith was fuf-
ficiently affured; and therefore a Touch
had been but a needlefs Officioufnefs, not
to be allowed by a Perfon who was
fhortlyito afcend into Heaven ; and whilft
now en Earth, yet no longer in the State.
of Mortals, nor to be converfed with
according to the Laws and Ufances of -
humane Refpe@s. :Yet the very fame
*~ Evening, when He ?pcared to thofe
who were lefs affured, yea affrighted,
fuppofing they had feen a Spirit, He bids
them handle Him, and fee; for a Spivit
bath not Flefo and Bones, as.ye [ee me
bave, Luke xxiv. 37, 38. And here,
being to deal with one more curious and
fceptical than the reft, He bids him make
a critical Scrutiny; and to give him full
Satisfaction, fubmits, for the Cure of his
Infidelity, to offer thofe Wounds to be
pierc'd again, which the Infidelity of the
Fews had made. - ,
OsservE, Fourthly, a moft irrefra-.
gable Proof, both of th¢*Humanity and
- - Duipity
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bivinity of our bleffed Saviour. The
former, in that He yields Himfelf to the
Tryal and Judgment of the moft infalli«
ble of all our Senfes. The latter, in that
though He were Bodily abfent s yet, by -
his immenfe Spirit, He heard the Dife
courfes, and underftood the Scruples of
His diffatisty’d Difciple, and offers him
the very fame Conditions, <erbatim, that
He Himfelf had propounded. ,

Fifthly, and Laftly; Obferve, That tho’
the Mattér of Chriftian Religion be fub-
lime and myfterious above the Compre-
henfion of Reafon, yet its Evidence is {o
plain,: and the Motives of Credibility {o
convincing, as to be refolved into the
very Teftimony of Senfe. This is it I
intend principally to infift on: Reach hi-
ther thy Finger, and bebold my Hands ;
and reach bither thy Hand, -and thruft it
into my Side; and be not faithlefs, bus
believing. The Refurre&ion of CHRr1sT
from the Dead, is the Fundamental of
all Fundamentals in Chriftianity. Upon
the Truth and Evidence of this, depends °
the Truth and Evidence of all-our Reli-

ion: For if CrrsT be not raifed, your
Faith is in” vain, faith the Apoftle, and
you are yet in your Sins, 1 Cor. xv. 17.

1. Ovur Faith would be vain, becaufe
terminated on a Deceiver, who promifed
ST ) o) this,
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this, both as the Complement of all His
other Miracles, and the Seal of the Trutls
and Divinity of His Do&rine ; wherein,
if He had failed, the one would have been

fuftly accounted Impoftures, and the other

~ Lyes and Falfhoods. -

2. We fhould yet be in our Sins, be~
caufe thie Propitiatory Saerifice, which He
offer’d upon the Crofs, would have beent
of 1io Avail to the acquitting us from our
Guilt, had not CurisT rifen again from
the Dead, to apply unto us, by His Spi-
rit, the Vertue of that Oblation, for our
Righteoufnefs and Juftification. |

So that the whole Weight, and Mo-
ment of Chriffian Religion, depends up-
on the Refurreétion of Curist from
the Dead, as its only Bafis and Support.
All thofe myfterious Truths, which either
He Himfelf taught His Church in His
own Perfon, or infpir'd His Apoftles to
deliver to the Church in His Name, are
therefore to be received, therefore to be

. believed, becaufe they are clearly attefted

to us by innumerable Miracles wrought
by Him, and by Vertue of His Name,

and Faithinit. For Gop, who is Truth

itfelf, will never fet the Seal of HisOm-
nipotence to a Lye. And the moft mira-"
culous of all thofe Miracles, that which
gives them' the firmeft Obfignation tﬁm

ey,
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they were wrought by G o b, is His Raifx
ing Himfelf from thc Dead: So that,
how abftrufe foever the Doérines them-
felves feem to be, how uraccountable
foever to the Difquifition, how incoms
prehenfible foever to the Sphere and Ex-
tent of our Reafon; yet we have ftill the
fame certain Grounds to believe the moft
myfterious Articles- of our Faith, as we
have to believe, that He who taught them
rofe again fiom the Dead. Whence it
appears, that the ultimate Refolution of
all our Religion is made into this of the
. Refurre@ion of Cur1st. And, forthe
Truth of this; our Saviour is content to
leave Hinifelf to the ungrring, yea infak
lible, {udgmeﬁt of humane Senfes.

L o here the infinite Wifdom of the
OEconomy and Difpenfation of the Go+
fpel! that thofe fublime Truths, which
fgr tranfcend thie higheft Pitch of our
.Reafon, fhould yet be founded upon the

Certaisity of our very Serifes; fo thatwe

have as much Reafon to believe them, as
we have to believe the Reality and Exis
ftence of what we fee, and hear, and
feel. They heard His Salutation; they
faw His Perfon; He fhewed to them His
Hands and His Side; He bids them han-
dle and feel Him; f{peaks to T homas to
fearch His Wounds; He eats, and drinks

) O 13 an

19§
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and converfeth- with them ; and thefe
"Evidences He gives, not only to fingle
Perfons, but fometimes to whole Multi-
‘“tudes of them ; not in one fingle In-
ftance, but feveral Times, and in feveral
"Places, for forty Days Continuance.
" Tuus, therefore, is the firft and great
thing which T homas was to believe, even
‘the Refurreétion of his Saviour, confirm-
"ed to him by the infallible Evidence of
his Senfe; and, upon the Belief of which,
‘depends the Belief of all the Myfteries
of our Religion.

A a1x st thisReport, which the Go=
{pcl gives us, of the Refurreétion of our
Saviour, there can lie but Two Doubts.
The One is, "'Whether the Relaters of it
might have had no Defign to delude us:
“The Other, Whether they were not de-
luded themfelves. For, if it can be evin-
ced, that they were neither Deccivers, nor
Deceived, it is clear, in {pight of all feem-
ing Impoffibilities, That our Lord really
and corporally rofe again from the Dead.
‘Both thefe, therefore, I fhall endeavour
to make good. '
 Firft, As to thofe Atheifts that do not
fo much queftion the Infallibility of Senfe,
as the Credit of the Relaters; not whe-
ther what they faw, or felt, were truly
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fuch as their Senfe di&ated it to' be, but
“whether they did, indeed, fee, and feel,
and had the fenfible Tryal of thofe things
which they give our to the World, an
not rather confpired together, ‘to revive
their loft Credit,  and their finking Reli-
gion, by reviving Him, whofe Do&rine
they embraced, and whofe Perfon the
admired : To Perfons that may be az
faulted with fuch Doubts as thefe, I fhall,
to remove fuch vain Surmifes, offer thefe
following Confiderations. -
L. Let them confider, That it is not
the Cuftom, nor Intereft of Liars, to ap-
peal unto the Teftimony of many Wit-
nefles, for the Truth of what they affert:
Sinee it is moft likely, that among a great
‘Conmpany, and Number of them, {ome
one may be found, who, either out of
Honefty, Intereft, or Weaknefs, may af-
terwards dete&t the Fraud, and all the
Myftery of the Combination. Now, had
there been but one or two to have a-
vouched the Refurre@ion of Cu R 15T, and
afferted His Appearance to them, there
might have been fome more colourable
Pretence for the Atheift to be fufpicious,
that they had complotted together to de-
lude the World with Fables, and repor-
ted what they never faw. But, the Ap-

pearance of our Lord Jesus CHRr1sT
v : ' O3 was

197
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was not like thofe Apparitions of Saintg
and Angels, with which the Popith Le-
zends are o naufeoufly ftuff’d, vouch-
Etfed to a folitary, melancholy Monk, or
two ; but at feveral times to {everal Per-
fons, and oftentimes to very many of
them together.  S. Paul {peaks of a whole
Cloud of Witnefles; fo mapy, as cannot
leave the leaft Surmife in the moft fcru-
pulous Mind, that they fhould all atteft
His Refurre@lion by Confederacy. 1 Cor.

xv. 6, He was [een” by above Five bun-

dred Brethren at once ; of whom, he tells
us, the greater Part were then alive, when
be wrote this Epifile. And this fymous
Appearance to {o numerous a Company,
may either be that, mentioned Masth,
xxviil. 7. where he promifeth, fo meet
them in Gulilee; or clfe, at the Mount of
Olives, when he afcended glorioufly in-
to Heaven, Now, had there been any
Forgery, or Falthood, ‘in the joint Tefti-

‘mony of fo many hundred Witnefles;

doubtlefs, the unbelieving Fews, and
Hegthens, who neglet no Occafions ta
difcover.” the Defedts of a hated Do-
¢trine, would have had Advantage enough
10 have dete@ed it among fome of them,
For, it is not reafonably ta be imagined,
that fo many fhould combine together,
{n an unprofitable Defign to delude the

- World ;
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World; or, if they fhould, yet that they
fhould all perfift in it to their Death,
without ever giving the leaft Sign of the
Incertainty and Vacillation of their Te-
ftimony.

II. Surr-osk there had been no other
Witnefles of theRefurrection of Curist,
but only the Eleven Apoftles; yet, who
is it that would be fo wicked, as to abufe

Mankind by forged Stories, in 2 Matter -

of fuch vaft Moment and Confequence,
efpecially, when they could expect no
Reward nor Advantage by'it 2 For, tho’
humane Nature be moft miferably depra-
ved, yet we fhall find few, or none, that
will be wicked gratis. And, what could
they propound to themfelves, that might
rationally-be thought fufficient to induce
them to fuch a grand Cheat? Either it
muft be?fuppofeg, to be Riches, or Fame
or, laftly, a barren and unprofitable De-
fign of keeping yp the Credit of their
‘Religion, |

‘1. BuT the Firft is altogether incon-
gruous, both to their Profefljon and Pra-
gtice. For, the Preaching of the Gofpel,
and a Raifed Saviour, inftead of enrich-
ing them, only expofed them to Hun-
ger, and Thirft, and Nakednefs ; or, to
the Shame of having thefe Neceffities re-
lieved by the Charity of others. Nor
i ' 04 could

199
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could they fay, with that prophane Pope,
OQuantas divitias peperit nobis bec Fabula
Chrifti? And, =

2. As for Fame; their fimple and
homely Education, free from the Pride
and Oftentation of the World, could ne-
ver have permitted them to undergo fo
many fharp Miferies, only to be talk’d of,
and Yo gain a Mouthful or two of Air,
Befides, what Grotius very well obferves,
(De wver. Chrift. Rel.) They could not be
moved to what they did, out of a De-
fire of Fame, and Propagating their
Name and Renown to After-Pofterities ;
for they did not then believe their Names,

" or Merhory, fhould be long lafting. For

it appears, that Gop, for wife Ends,
kept His Purpofe fecret from them, con-
cerning the Confummation of the World ;
and, that they verily thought, the Diffo-
lution of all'things’ would immediately
follow, upon their Preaching the Gofpel.
It is, therefore, altogether incredible, that
they thould contrivé to delude the World
out of Hope of being Famous, fince
they thought their Names fhould cet-
tainly die with them, or, at fartheft, foon
after them, in the Death'and laft Funeral
of the World itfelf. The only Suppofi-
tion, therefore, that remains, is,

' o I Tuat
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TIL TraT they feigned this Story of

the Refurrettion of Jesus Curi1sr,
only to keep up .their Religion, and to
add a greater Confirmation and Autho=
rity to their Dodrine. But this, like-
wife, is utterly abfurd to imagine.” For,
either they did believe the Dorine, and
Relig ioné which they taught, te be true,
or they did not. | -
-E‘i;‘?f'they did not believe it true, yea,
. #.théy did not believe it the beft, and
the-only divine and heavenly Religion
in the wholg World, What fhould mové
them to embrace jt, to the Hazard of
their Lives, and to reje& other Religions,
 Which they thought to be better, and
which they knew ‘to" be fafer, and at-
tended * with greater worldly ‘Advan-
tages ? Can it be conceived, that Men
fhould be o far loft to Reafon, and that
*  inbred Principle of Self-Prefervation,as to
thruft themfelves upon-all the Injuries of
an enraged World, yea, nponmoft certain
and cruel Deaths, for the Maintenance of a
Doctrine which they themfelves knew to
be falfe, and from which they could ex-
et no future Benefit to compenfate
their Sufferings . Either the Atheiff muft
fuppofe them'to be Atheifts, ornot. But
if they were Atheifts ; it is meer Madnefs
,for an-Aheift, who believes no Religion,
ot t©
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erfuaded, that Curst did rife again
?rom the Dead, how could they account
of Him otherwife than as a Deceiver ¢
) - ) -+ For
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For He had promifed them, T hat after
T hree Days, he would rife again, And
of this Promife, they anxioufly and foli-
citoufly expetted the Performance after
His Death. For we find, that when the
Third Day was come, they began to en-
tertain fad and mifgiving Thoughts con-
cerning their Hopes of His bcing the
Meffias ; as we may fee, Luke xxiv. 21,
where the Two Difciples, that were go-
ing o Emmaus, tell Cur 15T 3 very {ad
Story of one Jesus of Nazareth, who
had been lately crucified at Ferufalem;
- and declare, with a feeming Mixture of
Shame and Diffidence, That they trufted,
it had been be who fhould bave redeemed
Irael ; and befides all this, fay they, o
Day is. the T hird Day fince shefe things
-mere done, Certainly, if their Faith be-
.gan to ftagger, before the Time far the
Accomplithment of Cur1sT's Promife
wis fully expired, only becaufe He had
aot publickly and openly apgea’rcd to
them, although they had heard, as they
fonfels, Rumaurs from others concer--
ping His Refurrection ; had He not rifen
atall, they would quickly have renounc’d
sheir ill-grounded Faith, and fallen from
‘the Profeffion of that new Religion, as
f0on a3 they had difcovered the Authorf
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of it to be no bettter than a fowl Decei~
ver and Impoftor.

S o that, I think, I have now. made it
demonttratively clear, That the Apoftles,
in reporting the Refurreétion of Curi1s T,
were not combined together, in 2 Defign
of deluding the eafy World.  But,

Secondly, That they were not deluded
themfelves, nor impofed upon by falfe
Appearances, imagining, that they faw
CHurisT raifed, who, indeed, lay ftill
under the Arreft of Death, and the Power
of the Grave ; is that which I am next
to demonftrate to you. And, as to this,
the Text, which I have read, furnifheth

‘me with Arguments-enough, to convince

all thofe, who will not on purpofe turn
Scepticks, and rejeét the Verdiét of their
very Senfes. He fhewed unto them bis
Hands, and his Side; Then were the

" Difciples glad when they [aw the Lord.

What greater Confirmation can be ex-
pected ¢ I have already fhewn you, that
they could not confpire together to de-
ceive the World, with Reports which
they themfelves knew to be falfe; and
that they were pot themfelves deceived,
we have here the Teftimony of their
Senfes. ‘They heard His Salutation, and
faw His Perfon. Moft unreafonable are

thofe Men, who will disbelievesthe Rea-

licy
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lity and Exiftence of thofe things which
they fee, and touch. And, although Rea-
fon may poffibly difpute many plaufible
things againft the Refurre@ion, yet we

205

ought to refign up our Reafon to our

Faith, efpecially when Gop hath been
gracioufiy pleafed to give us fo great a
Reafon fo

1t is foolifh, and in vaih, for Sophiftry to
urge Impoffibilities againft the joint Te-
ftimony of the Hand, the Eye, and the
Ear. They heard Him difcourfe in the
fame Tenor, both of Voice, and heaven-
ly Matter, as before: They faw the fame
Figure, Lineaments, and Proportion of
. Body inHim, as formerly ; they obferved
the Orifices of thofe Wounds, which

r our Faith, as our very Senfe. ..

the Nails and Spear had made in His

Hands, and Side: They felt Him brea-
thing upon them; which certainly, if any
thing, is the moft infallible Evidence of
Life: They touched His.Flefh firm and
fubftantial, as before it was : Nay, one
of them, too curious and fcrupulous to
be impofed upon by falfe Shews, or airy
fantaftick Shapes, would not believe, un-

lefs he plunged his Hand into His Sacred .

Side. Now, what greater Confirmation
could Diffidence itfelf have defired, to
“affure them, that He was really a living
Man?e If, after all thefe Evidences, there

o mighe

\



206

Of the Réfuriettion.
ight yet rethaid any plice for Deluz -
fion, or grdund for' Diftruft; for my
part; Ifee not how they could be well
affuted, that eVer there was fuch a Man
as Jesus il the World. | The very fame
Reafons that might make them doubt;
tvhether He were the True Jesus after
His Refurre@ion ; the very fame might
as well make them doubt, whether He
were the True JEsus before His Cruci-=
fixion ; yea, and to doubt, thether they .
were truly oneanother. And, why might
hot we as well doubt, whether or no we
are Men, and not rather Speéres; and
Phantoms, and meer empty Shapes and
Shades of Men? For we have no more¢
Reafon to believe, that thofe whom we
fee before us are Men, than the Difciples
had to believe, that CuR1sT appeared
to them after His Death, a trye, real,
and fubftantial Man. They had the Te-

Mtimony of their Senfes for it ; and we

have no more for any thing that we fee,
or touch, here in the World, He fhew-
ed unto them His Hands, and His Side:
And they were glad when they faw the

" Lord. So that, put all this together, and

~ rifen from the Decad. For,

it amounts to a moft certain and un=-
doubted Proof, That Cur1 sT is indeed

1. It
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1. It is certain, that His Difciples faw
Him, and converf{ed with Him, after His
‘Refurrettion. For, they could not feign
fuch a Story, either for Riches, or Fame,
nor the Maintenance of a Religion which
they thought to be falfe; and falfe it muft
be, if the Author of it had not rifen a-

gain, as he promis’d. ’ )

~ 2. It is again moft certain, that if they
heard, and faw, and touch’d Him, and
converfed long with Him, and had all
the Teftimonys of their Senfes to confirm
it, then it was that very JEsvs who was
crucify’d and bury’d, who alfo was rai-
fed from the_DcadY For, thofe Men who
can doubt this, may as well, and with
as good Reafon, doubt, whether they are
Men, or no. So that they were ncither
Deceivers nor Deceived ; and, therefore,
what they affirm in this Matter, is of in~
fallible Truth and Cerrainty.

- Frowm the Scripture’s appealing thus
to the Evidence of Senfe, for the Truth
“of 2 Fa@, on which that of the whole

Chriftian Religion depends, itis eafy ard .

natural to infer, that whatever Doétrines
are contrary to the plain Teftimony of our-
Senfes, are not only falfe in themfelves,
but tend to overthrow the very Foundati-
on of our Religion. For, it Chriftian
~ Religion be eftablifh’d upen the Refurre-
¢tion
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&ion of CuRr1s7T, and this Refurre&ior
of Cukrst can no otherwife be prov'd,
but by the Evidence of Senfe; they who
impofe fuch Doéttines which deftroy the
Credit of our Senfes, do, by very fair
and neceflary Confequence, deftroy like-
wife the Credibility of Chriftian Religi-
on. And fuch is that monftrous Doétrine
of TFrasfabftantiation held by the Church
of Rome, viz. T hat in the Confecration of
the Holy Sacrament, the Bread is veally
chang'd into the true and p;;per Body of
Jesus Curisr, and the Wine into His
true and proper Blood. - A Do&rine, which
puts a grofs Aftront not only on our
Reafon, becaufe of the innumerable Con-
tradictions involv'd in it, but a moft in=
tolerable Affront upon our very Senfes,
giving the Lye to all the Reports which
they make, and flatly telling them, that
they are not to be believ’d in what they
rclate concerhing their proper. Objedts.
And what is the fatal, yet neceflary Iffue
of this, but that we are left under an ut-
ter Uncertainty, as to all the Myfterys of
pur Faith? For, if the Senfe of a}l Man-
s:ind may deceive them, we have no Af~
furance, that either Curist lived, or
taught, or wrought Miracles, or digd,. or
rofe again, or afcended into Heaven. For,
I have no more Reafon to beligve, that

L - the
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the-{fame Perfon who was ¢rucified, and
dead, did rife again from the Dead’; be-
‘caufe the Difciples faw, and heard, and
~ touch’d Him, than I have to believe, that
‘what He gave them at His laft Supper
was truly Bread ahd Wine, fince they
faw, and touth’d, and tafted it as fuch. '
Their Senfes equally voted for both. And | |,
‘if there might%c a Deception in the one,
‘why-not in the other? And fo, for the
fake of a rotten Superftruéture, we muft
. -overturh the very Ground-work of Fait},
_yea, and of all Certainty, unlefs we will
very meéekly fuppofe, That the Apoftles
wete blefs’d with that wonderful Privilege
-of difcerning a humane Body in theShape
of a Loaf; or of feeling that to be Flefh
-and Blood, which yet they handled and
tafted as Bread and Wine. A Privilege,
I dare fay, never indulged to'any Chri-
ftians fince their Days. And if we can-
not make any fuch firange Difcoverys,
they ought not to be offended at us; tho’
we ftill call that Bread and Wine, which
approves itfelf {o to all our Senfes, fince
our Blefled Saviour Himfelf could give
no ftronger Proof that He was Him{elf,
than by appealing to the Senfes of thofe
who-faw and touch’d Him.. Handle me,
-and [ee, for a Spivi bath not Flefb-and
-Bones, as you fee me bave, S. Luk. xxiv. 39.
- P This,
N
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This H¢ thouéhta fufficiens Proof to0 cons
vince them, that He had a humane Body.

. And, thall not we think it a fufficiens

Proof, that their Wheaten God hath nok.
-2 humane Body; when our Si%ht,‘ our
Touch, our Smell, our Tafte, a Ve in
their concurrent Verdidt, that it hath pel-
ther Fleth nor Bones. We do fee, we do
\ bandJe that it hath neitherFlefh nor Bones ;
and, therefore, cannot be the pr?ﬁpcr ‘
dy of Cur1sT which was crucified am
taifed . Cerrainly, fince this Do~
@rine s« runfubfiantiation baffles all thofe
Arguments by which our Saviour Himfelf
was content that His Refurretion fhonid
be try'd, and the Truth of all His Gofpel
verify’d, we may well ¢x lode it, net
only as infinitely abfurd, but moft bla-
fphemous and atheiftical, and fuch as e-
nervates the firongeft Proofs, and the
cleareft Evidences that Curist Him-
felf conld produce, thar He was no. De-
€CIVCYL, : . S
I xNow, they will betake themfelves
to their Fortrels of Hoc eft Corpus mewm,
This is my Bodys There, fay they, we
have exprefs and literal Scripture for it.
But how. do they, or how can we know,
that there are any fuch Words as thefe
s it not by our Senfes ? either our fee-

 ing them wiritken, or heasing them read?

P yea,
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now could the Apeftles, from tvhate
=~ lation thele Words were written, khow
mat oyr Savieur ever fpake theme” Was
it not becaufe they belieyed their Senfes?
And what! fhall we mgke them fo fond,
3s to believe their fingle Senfe of
et they muft not, under
_, ~-lieve their feveral Senfes, of
[Tafting, and Secing? I pra,,
ive of Infallibiliy * ~
the Hand, the Eye, ar e
- = ¢ dure I am, thatS. Fobn, Epift. 1.
Chap. i, ver 1. and 3. joins them eqnal
, that which we
we basve [een With our
énd onr Hands bavve
e wora of Life; that declare
P And 'yﬂ; WEC
" Judgment of threcor .o... «.
~ur denies concerning their proper Ob-
a DQ&rine’_ :_.for :which  the
they have, refers us to the
of one of? onr Senfes; for
us, the Words are written, and
we may fee.them, T bis ismy Body. *Tis
toie, we do {ee them, and therefore be-
wivy are written. But what!
e fee with our Eyes, that the
tnem is proper and literal 2 We
fee it written, that CHRi1sT is a Rock,
aYige, aDoar; andtherefore we believe

~
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4t Butisittherefore true; that hié‘is pro-
perly 4l thefe? Certdinly, if there be
-amy Miracles wronght in the Church of
Rome, the greateft of them is; that they
Jhould' be able to’ prevail with Men in
- -their Wits to believe fuch grofs Abfurdi-
:tic's - Buesthe Subjeét is too grave for Sa-
‘ ?rn ; elfe the Provocations to it were very
Aufficient to expofe fuch a ftupid Piece of
Nonfenfe: to the utmoft Scorn and De-
arifions  Yet this; Ithink, we may very fe-
rioufly affert,. - e
t. THar thofe who would prove Tran-
fubftantiation by the written Word, T bis
‘s my Body, do miferably invalidate the
‘Force of their own Argument ; fintce m
*Sight can no more affure me, that any fuc
-Words are written, than it affures me,
“that that is Bread and Wine which I re-
-ceive. ' . C
.~ 2. THAT we have as clear Evidence
.of the. Falthood of Tranfubftanviation,
‘as any we have, or can poffibly have, con-
* cerning the Trath, cither of the -Refur-
redtion of CHR1sT from the Dead, or
-of any other: great.and important Article
‘of the Chriftian Faith. Neither have I,
nor can any other Man have, ftronger
:Grounds to believe, that Cur1s1’s Na-
tural Body was ‘raifed from the Grave,
.than we have tg believe, that that is not
c ' - oz His
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His Natural Body which we;,fece.im in
the Eucharift. Nay, . '
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3. It is utterly 1mpoff1ble, tbattilcrgz )

«<an be clearer Evidence for the one, thap
for the other. For, fuppofe aMan thould

hear a Voice from Heaven, which fhould

tell him, that the Elements were fubfian-
tially changed into the true and proper
Body and Blood of CHR1sT; and yet
afterwards;, to his ‘Fouch, his. Tafte, his
Sight, his Smell; they fhould ftill-appear
to be trply Bread and. Wine; I would
ask, Whether he might not as. ratignally
fufpect his Hearing concerning that Voice,
as three other of his chiefeR Senfes, whep
they give in their Reports concernin

their proper. Objes, -and. that likewife |

confonant to the Senle of all the’ reft of

Mankind: So that, in fhort, the Iflue’is

this, He ghat believes Tranfubftantiation,

hath no reafon to believe agy thing; for

he deftroys all Motives and Grounds of

Credibility. - But, it may be, the more

abfurd their Faith'jis, the more Merit is
dn it, in that they will believe Things

contrary, to all lzeafon, -and all their

Senfes. But let them beware alfo, that

by fuch a brutith and ftubborn Faith as

this is, they do not deftroy all Poffibjlity

of the Certainty of Diyine Revelations

-{which, fure, muft be made to fome of our
- P3 Senfes)
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Senfes) and all the Doérines of the Chric
ftian Religion, whilft they obtrudeuponthe .
Faith of their credulous Difciples-fach a
monftrous Figment, as utterly overthrows
the Credibility of all other Things.* ™
"~ A thus much concerning the Prime
and Fundamental Article ofg our Faith,
the Refurre@ion of our Saviour confirmi
ed to the very Senfes of the Apoftles. *
~ Bur whenit is faid to T homas, Be
not faithlefs, but befieving ; not only this,
bue other Points of” Faitﬁ‘, whicl'are im-
gﬁed?%élyfvbu{_ft ‘apon it, and by clear
Confequence, deducible from, it, ‘are ik
‘cluded. And therefore, v oY

IR ~
! ﬁ‘-"i“?-.ﬂ. ART )

UL As, fiom the Teﬁimcingi’;éé Senfk,

they had all the Reafon in the World to
believe the Refurrection of CurisT;
So, belicving this, there is a like Reafon

10 believe, that He indeed is the trde

Meffias. Far, had He been a falfe Prow
ghe;, and an fmpbﬁqr, neither could He
have railed up Himfelf, being but 2 meer
Man; neither would Gop have raifed
Him up, being bur.a meer Deceiver.
And therefare, when the Fews called

fora Sign from Curist, to préve Him
%0 be the true Meffias, He ftill gives them
theSign of His Refurreion, as if a grea-
{téﬁ,‘and mote evident Proof than that

gould
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could neither be given, nor demanded.
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_ No Sign fhall be given themi, but the

" the Prophet -Jonas: Forz‘,a.( be
- vs dand three Nights in the
Betty of the wWhale, [o fball the Son of
be three Days and thre¢ Nights in
the Earth, Matth. xii. 38,39,
-when they tempted Him
, to prove Himfelf the true
¢ inftanceth in His Reflrredtion,
.13, 19. What Sign fheweft thou
us? JEsus anfwereth,
", and in three Days I rusje i
{peaking there of the T of His
. So that ftill the Rel = ~E
CHRr1sT is a moft infallible Sign and
that He is the true Meffias and oa-
of the World. Now think; O Chri-
what groy it muft needs be, to have
an irréfragable Teftimony, that thou
mare not mifplac’d thy Faith, thy Hope,
and Worfhio: but that Jesus, whom
- was not only
the Crofs, but glo
-anea u the Grave. How would
the malicious Fews have infulted over the

- Difciples Credulity, if CHRiST

rindicated Himfelf from the

of the Grave, and by the Power of

His Almighty Godflmd, overcome Death
within its own Territories, and in Tri-

nmnh
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umph brought back His own Body, as
a Spoil refcued from that mighty.-De-
firoyer | . And, thercfore, the Apoftle fajth,
Rom. iy 4. That Cunist was declared.
to be the Son'of G o » with Power,. by the

Refurrection from the Dead. .

. IH.; Bt not faithlefs, but belicve, :th
by this Refurretion of thy Saviour, of
which we have fuch' undoubted Teftimo-
ny, the whole Work: of thy Redemption

_ is completed. Thisglorious Acion gives
the laft Complement and Perfection un-
to it. The full Work of our Redemption

-~ confifts not only in the Purchafe of Metr
cy for us, but alfo in the Application of
that Purchafe to us. The Purchafe was,
indeed; made by the Death of CuR 15T,
in which a full Price was paid :down :te
the Juftice of Gop. But the Applica-
tion of this Purchafe to us, is made. b
hie Refurre&tion and Lifc of CuRisT.

. For He applies to us the Bencfits of His

.Paffion, both by the Prevalency of HisIn-
‘terceffion, and by the Miffion of the Ho-

.py-GHosT. By theformer, He power

-fully mediates with Gor to beftow them. :

. By the latter, He effectually fits and pre-

“pares us_to receive them. And both

. thefe are the Bleffed Fruits of Hijs Refur-
regtion, and Eternal Life. - For, be ever.
lrveto make Interceffion for us, Heb. vii.zs.
AR And
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"’ being at the Right Hand of Gop
2:3{ bd*viri rece%éd-b ‘the Father 'zt‘.he Pro:
myfe of the Holy Ghaft,. be bath. fhed forth
this. whigh ye now [ee and bear, AQsit. 33,
which, though occafionally {poken con-
cerning His miraculous Gifts, is yet e-
qually true of His fané&ifying Graces.
So Z'S,.:?pkn xVie. 17.. If-I depart, I will
Jend, the Comforser unto you. * And T will
pray.the Father, and be fball give you ano-
ther Ganforter, even the Spivit of Truth,

ol 31y, 16, 17. Therc was no one Pre-
jughice that fo much hindred the Gofpel
om. taking Place upon the Hearts of
*Jeths and Heathens in the Primitive
fimes, as this of the Death and Crofs
of Curist. For they believing, "that

‘He:was lifted up upon the Crofs, but
mot believing, that He was raifed up out
of the Grave ; their natural Reafon judg’d

it Folly, to expe&t Life from Him, who -
was not able to preferve or reftore His
own. Indeed, it wére Folly thus to hope,
did not His Life apply what His Death
merited ; our Salvation being begun up-
an. the Crofs; but perfected upon the
“Throne, The Lofs of His Life would
‘pever have procured Lifé for us, but that
~@s He ltiid jt dJown with Freedom, {fo He
Jefumed it’ again with Power. I have
Fowerto'lay vown my.Life, ard I bave.
S o Pougey
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Pouer to take it again, John x. 18. In<
deed, . it was His Lif¢ and Refurre@®ion
that put Vertue and Efficacy into His
Death and Paffion. And hence it is, that
the Apoftle feems to {peak of the Refar-

- re&ion and Interceflion of Curist, as
having a greater Influence into our Jufti-
fication, than His Death and Sufferings
Rom.viii. 39. Who is be that condemnetgf

Tt is Curisy that died, yomor 3, yes
ratber, that is rifen again, who alfo ma-

- keth Interceffion for ns. As if this were
a furer Foundation for our Faith and
Comfort, than' Hi$ Dcath and Paflion.
And, Rom.v. 10. We were reconciled to
Go by the Death of bis Son, avme ugmor,
much more fhall we be faved by bis Life.
Reconciliation i§ made by the Death of
Curisr, but the attual Application of
this is by His Life. In refpect of Merir,
it is wrought out for us by His Death:
In refpeét of Efficacy, it is only applied

- touys by His Life.  And, therefore, we
~ find, that all the great Benefits ‘which

CHRi1sT hath purchafed for us by His
Death, are, by the Scripture, afcribed
,g];ewifc to His Life and Refurre&ion.

. 1. PArRboN of Sin; 1Cor.xv. r7. If

Cunist be not raifed, you are yet in

yory
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yowr Sins; i. e. undeér the condemning
Guilt of them: B

. Jusriricarion of our Perfonrs; Rom.
iv. 25. He was delivered for onr Offences,
and rofe agnin for owr Fuftification. 1f
He hiad not rifen from the Dead. He
‘tould not have' juftified us, becaufe He
‘Himlelf had not been jultified. * He wax,
faith the Apoftle, juftified in the Spirit,
‘1 Zim. iii. 16. that is, by the Almighry
POwer of the Spirit that quickned Him,
. "o, elfe, by retaking His Soul and Spiris

-again-unto Him. 1f our Surety had fifl
Tain under Arreft, the Debt had not been
 atisfied ; and, therefore, neither could

- we have been acquitted. But, being dé-
- «lared Juft by His Refurre®tion, and dif-
charg’d out of the Prifon of the Grave,
He now juftifies us by the Merit of His
Obediencc and Suffering, v
" 3. Our future Inheritance of Life and
‘Glory is’ likewife afcribed to the Life
-and Refurretion of CHR 15T, Fobn xiv. 3.

If I go and prepare a Place for you, I will
“come again, and receive you 1o myfelf, that
-where I am, there you may be alfo. And,
ver. 19. Becanfe I live, you fhall live alfo;

. e. becaufe I thall for ever live interce~
ding for you, therefore fhall ye for ever
Lve with Me inGlory, - -
. . o Tuus,
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THus, you fee,: that all the great and
fpiritual Benefits, which redound. to Be,-
hievers by the: Death of CurisT, do e-
qually redound to them by His Refurre~-

- &ion and Life ; and, that there is noPart
of our Redemption, but it reccives its
Obfignation and Validity, .as well from
the éloric§ and Triumphs of His Life, as
from the Shame and Ignominy of His
‘Death. So that what the Apoftle faith
Rom. xiv. 8; Whether we live, we live un—
‘tothe Loxp; or whether we die, we die
‘untothe Lo p: whether we liw,tbere{bre,
“or die,we are the Lor »’s ; we may hap—
-pily invert, and fay; Whethey the Lord
Eveth,,Hc liveth forus ;- or, whether .He
“dies, He dies for us ;. Whether, therefore,
"Hclive, or die, He isours : For Him either
‘to live, or die, is our Gain and Advantage,
*  S1NcE, then, we have fuch undoubted
-Affurance, that our Lord Jesus CHR1ST
s rifen again from the Dead, we may be
‘as firmly affured, that, the great End,
‘both of His Death, and of His Refurre- «
&ion, is fully accomplithed, which is the

Redemption of fallen apnd loft Mankind,

and the Juftification of al] that believe in
- His'Name. .~

IV. Ax ﬁ_laﬁly ; Be not fqithlefs, byt
believg, that the Refurrection of CuRrisT
S ;g
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i3 2 moft certain Pledge of our future
Refurre@ion, and eternal Glory. Cer-
winly, fince the Head is raifed, the Mem-
‘bets thall not alway fleep in the Duft.
But, as CHR1sT’s natural Body- was
raifed, fo fhall alfo His myftical; and
-every Member "of it be made for ever
. -glorious, with a glorious and triumphant
sHead. He is rifen before, to pluck us
«out of our Graves:  And 'then fhall onr
-vile:Bodies be made like.-unto His glo-
‘tious Body, ‘bright as the Sun, impaffible
-as Angels, and quick as the Motions of
-Light. ‘And, fhall this Corruptible put
-on Incorruption, - and this'Mortal put on
-Immortality ¢ fhall the Womb of the
“Grave bring forth, and Death:itfelf ‘give
-up ‘the Ghoft 2 fhall the Soul be imme-
‘diately heightned into its Happinefs, and
‘the Body only lie down in its Bed of
"Earth; and there fleep away a fhort Night
‘of Oblivion 2 fhall both Soul and Bod
cnjoy a pofthumous Union, and
-Mankind everlaftingly furvive their own
Funerals ¢ W heve, then, ir thy Sting?
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30 Death ! - O Grave! where is thy Vi- -

&tory? Whar is there fo terrible in this
King of Terrors 2 We may juftly ufe

-the Speech, without the Prefumption of

Agag, Syrely, the Bitterne[s of Death is
Paft. 1Our Syouls fhall as certainly meet
' our
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ouar Bodies with vital Embraces, as the
Soul of Curist did His; and chefe
Eyes of ours fhall behold our Bleffed
Redeemer, whofe Refurre@ion is both
the Caufil:!nd theulﬁuerg_ g‘;:f puts;u t?:
think, what 2 ravithing Sight it will be,
to fee the Lord in His Body ; that Body,
which was buffered, which was crucified,
which was raifed for thee ; and through
whofe Refurrettion, and Glory, thou alfo
art raiit'f,:ld aJnd gloriﬁledgg Thtiln_ :hw?rat u:y—
{peakable Joy it will be, when thy Bo
‘and thy Savieur’s fhall be alike, Think,
what an infinite Advancement, when thy
Soul fhall pot- enly be like the Angels,
but thy very Body fhall be like thy G o-p’s.
And, though it muft firft be crumbled
into Duft, and undergo many dithonour-
able Changes, yet know, that the Grave
is a fafe Repofitory, ‘and Death a r¢fpon~
fible Debtor. They fhall give Acceunt
for every Dutt entrufted to them: And
then, that which fell a Clod, fhall rife
a Star ; our Cottage fhall be turned in-
to a Palace, our Ruins rebuilr into a
lorious Temple. And, if the Hand of
%ath take ys afunder, it is but as we
ufe to do with our Warches, 1o make
" them clean, 3nd then put them to-
gether again, that our Body may l:l;



L or the Refurrettion. - 223

glorious Inftrument, and a glorious Ha-.
bitation, for a glorified Soul. - .

BurT, before we take Poffeflion of this
. glorious Inheritance, we have yet ano-
ther Stage to pafs through, after thofe of
our Death, and Refurrettion ; agd thag
is, the Laft Judgment, the Subje& of my
next Difcourfe. | |

OFR
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