the Two Sacraments.

Joun VI sy, ss.
Whofo eateth my Fle/b, and drinketh
my Blood, hath eternal Life, and
1 will raife him up at the Laf Day :
For my Flefb is Meat indeed, and
my Blood is Drink indeed.

~HESE Words are altogether Me<
taphorical and Figurative : And
to. open them, I fhall enquire,

F:’;/}, What is meant by the Flefb and
Blood of Chrift. o -
- Secondly, What is meant by a Chriftian’s

Eating and Drinking this Flefb and this
Blgod : For neither of thefe Expreffions
muft be taken according to its proper and
literal Signification.

As to the Firft 5 By the Flefb and Blood
of Chriff, we muft not only underftand
his Natural Body, confilting of true Fleth
and Bleod ; but the Phrafe includes whole
Chrift as the Mediator of Believers, efpe-'

cially in the Courfe of his Humiliation,:

7 - i to
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to which he was {ubject by reafon of that
Flefb and Blood of ours which he took

- unto him, that fo ke might in all Things be

like unto us, Sin only excepted. So that
Chrift, as.our Sarety and"Mediator, is this
Flefb and Blood which he here {peaks of.

- And that it is to be taken in this Lati«
tude, will appear .from explaining the

" Second Phrafe, What it # to eat this Flefb,

and drink this Blood. . And here,

- 1t It is impioufly grofs to conceive,
as the Papifts do, that the Words are to
be expounded of a carnally real Eating
the Natural Body; and a proper real Drink-
ing theBlood of Chrift, in their Eucharifty’
which, befides all the grofs Contradi&ions,

and huge Impoffibilities that they are for-

ced to (wallow down with it, ¥ a Creed

- fitter for Canibals, than for Chriftians.

24ly. Therefore there is a réal Eating of
the Flefb of Chrift, and a real Drinking o
bis Blood, by Faith. And of this, we mu
undeg(tand this Place. Thus our Saviour:
expounds himfelf, Ver..35. of this Chapter,
I am the Bread of Life : He that cometh to
me, fhall never bimger 5 and he thas belicdeth
on me, fhall never thirfl. As Hungeris fa-
tished by Eating, and Thirft allayed by
Drinking ; fo here it is Coming unto
Chrift, this Bread of Life, that fatisfies’
a Chriftian's Hunger ; and Believing on.
4 Chrift,
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Chrift, the Fountain of living Waters, that
allays his Thirft. This Eating therefore
the Fleth of Chrift, and Drinking his
Blood, being by Chrift himfelf made ong
and the fame with our Coming unto him,
and that being one and the fame with oyg
. Believing on him, it can.be nothing elfe
but an A& of Faith terminated upam
Chrift. :

This Body and Blood of Chritt which
we muft thus eat and drink, 7. e. which
we muft believe in, . is not to be confined
only to the true Natural Body of Chrift
but to be extended to whatfoever he di&
and {uffered in his Body, as our Medjatox
for our Redemption and Salvation. Sa
then his being made a Curfe for us, his
being made uader the Law, in the Form
of a Servant, fubje&ed to Humane Infirmi-
ties, and expofed to Humane Miferies; his
Confliting and Wraftling with the Wrath
of God, his Stripes and Scourgings, his
Mockings and Revilings ; the Obedience

of his Life, and his Obedience unto Death,

even the thameful and accurfed Death of
the Crofs 5 his Bearing our Sins on his
Body on.the Tree, and his Eluttaring the
whole Load of Whrath that the Juftice and
Power of God could lay upon him, decla-
red to the World by his triumphant Res
{urreGion : Briefly, VVhatfoeves in Cl;;ig
- ~ tende

63



64

. The Doélrine of
tended to the Satisfation of DivineJuftice,
and the Salvation of our Souls, that is, this
Flefh and Blood of Chrift which a Belie-
ver’s Faith {hould feed upon.

It fotoweth 5 He that eateth my Flefh,
and drinketh my Blood y i.e. he that belie-
veth on me as Mediator, hath eternal Life,
Now this may be.underftood,

Firft, That Grace being an incorrupti<

" ble immortal Seed, he that hath this Life

of Gracé, hath in this Senfe an eternal
ﬁ.ife', a Life that fhall never fade, not
ie. ,

Secondly, If this eternal Life be taken
for the Life of Glory, as indeed it feems
moft congruous, then a Believer is faid to
have this Life, both becaufe he hath the
Seeds and Principles, the Dawn and Bes
ginning of it here, and becaufe God hath
aflured to him the Pofleflion of it here-
after, by his immutable Word of Promife §
which is as good Security as actual Poflef-
fion, and gives him a Right and Title to
that blefled and glorious Inheritance ; and
certainly, what we have a Right unto, we
may well call ours. Hence we may ob-
ferve it, Mark 16. 16. 1t is (aid, He that
believeth, fhall be faved ; there is Aflurance
of Salvation for the future. But,John 3.18.
be that believeth not, is condemned. already.
Unbelievers- are no more attually con-

e demned,



the Two Sacraments.

demned, than Believersare a&ually faved s
but only what God threatens or promi-

feth, ie is all one whether he faith it is -

done, or it {hall be done. For Damna-
tion is as cettain to the one, and Salva-
tion to the other, a5'if they were already
in their final State. ~ ~ ~

It followeth, And I will raife himt up at
the lsft Day. Now here the whole Cry
of the Schoolmen, taking Advantage from
fome Exprefions that drop'd unwarily
from fome of the Fathers, do from this
Place aflert, that there is left a Seminal Vir-
tut from the Partaking of the Eucharilt,
or Lord’s Supper, (for concerning that
only moft of them interpret thefe Words
of our Saviour) which hath a Power to
quicken, and raife the dead Body at the
laft Day. But this is fo wild and abfurd
a Conceit, as needs no Confuting ; efpe-
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ciglty fince the Words are not to be un- |

detftood primarily and principally of the
Sactament, but of Faith in the Merits of
Chrift, wrought out for us in his Body,
and by the Shedding of hisBlood : There-
fore, I will raife hin up at the laft Day, only
declares to us Chrift’s Promife and Engage-
ment, that he will be the Author, and ef-
ficient Caufe of our Refurreétion. And
though all Men fhall rife again, as welt
Unbelievers as Believers 5 yet Chrift rai-
F

feth »



66

The Doitrine of

feth them in a different Manner. Thofe
who are Unbelievers, he raifeth by his

" Power, as he is the Lord of all Things,

both in Heaven and Earth ; and as their

- Judge, he fends for thefe Malefa&ors out

of the Prifons of their Graves, to appear
before his Tribunal. But he raifeth Belie-
vers-as their Head, and as they are Parts
of his myftical Body, unto a glorious and
blefled Immortality. So that tho’ Chrift’s
miraculous Refurre&ion was within three

Days after his Death, yet his myftical
Refurrection fhall not be till the End of
the World : For when all the Saints
of all Ages of the World fhall together
rife out of their Graves, then rifeth Chrift's
my(tical Body.

It followeth, Verfe 55. For my Flefb is
Meat indeed, and my Blood is Drink indeed.
What is meant by the Flefb and Blood of
- have already heard : And

and Drink, is meant whatfo-

of a Chrtiftian pitcheth upon
in the Sufferings of Chrift, which he under-
went by reafon of his Flefb and Blood 5
whatfoever in Chrift may feed and nou- .
rifh his Soul, that is here called Meat and
Drink, .

" But why is this Particle [ indeed] add-
ed ? My Flefh is Meat indeed, &c. 1 3n-
fwer 5 We muft not be fo grofs as the’
_ ; , Tranfub-
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Trexfubflantintifts are, to conceive that in
ded i5 the fame with carnally, and properly,
My Flefp 3s Meat indeed ; that is, fay they,
itis properly Meat, and fo to be eaten,
tven in a corporal Manner in the Sacra=
ment: For the Text only calls it, Bedns
“mds, and =as ¢Andds, NOL imed'as OF rvelws;
Itis Meat and Drink indeed 5 bu it is not
Meat and. Drink eflentially or properly.
This [indeed] muft be taken {piritually.
ltisMeat indeed, and Drink indeed, but
till fpiritual 5 neither the lefs truly fo,
for bejng fpiritually fo, for all tropical
and transferent Speeches, tho' they take
away fiom the Propriety, yet they do
tot take from the Truth and Reality of the
Expreflion. L

_Therefore, hot to infift longer on the
Expofition, take a full View of the Senfé
of the Words in this fhort Paraphrafe,
wherein [ will lay afide all that was figu-
fative in them. " Whofoever believeth
“ on me as Mediator, God-Man, bearing
* the whole Weight of God's Difpieafure,
“ and the whole Burden of the Sins of
“ theWorld in my Body, pouringout thy
* Blood for their Remiffion, and by my

13 ; .
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Death fatisfying the Juftice of God, he

“ bath an eternal Life of Grace, and tlie

:: Seed-plot of un eternal Life of Glory,

“ fpedt

¢ Hilth giving the B%Iievef d ptefent Pros
Y ) ) Q
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“ {pect of it, and by the gracious Promife
“ of God, a firm Right and Title to it :
" And fuch an one being my(Rtically uni-
“ted unto me, and incorporated in me,
“ 1 will certainly raife again, at the laft
* Day, to eternal Blifs and Joy : For the
« Sufferings which I underwent, by rea-
“ fon of that Flefh and Blood ‘which I
“ took upon me, are the Food and Nou-
" rithment of the Soul, inafmuch as they
¢ are the right Qbjeés for a faving and

"¢ juftifying Faith to pitch upon, and to

“terminate in.” This I take to be the
genuine Meaning of thefe Metaphorical

- Expreflions: The Sum of all which, you

may take contrated into this one Propo-
fition 5 That Chrift, reprefented in bis me-
ritorious Obedience and Sufferings, is the
right and proper Obje& of a faving and
juftifying Faith. S

~And in handling of it. I fhall not fpeak
of our alting Faith on Chrift in general 5
but, according to my prefent Defign, fhall
confine my felf to the a&ing Faith upon
‘him, as exhibited in his Body and Blood
in that great Gofpel-Ordinance of his Sap-
R;:r; which is in a very fpecial Manner,

eat indeed, and Drink indeed, the Food
and Nourifhment of a belicving Soul:

And
|

|
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- And here we muft premife, that all the

Ufe and Benefit of a Sacrament, is com-
prehended i thefe twe Things:

_Eirf}, In its being a Reprefentation as 2

gn. .
Seeondly, In its being an Oblignation as
a Seal. »

Now it is only Faith, as fixed on Chrift
the Mediator, that makes this Ordinance
beneficial to us, either as to its Signifying;
or as to its Sealing Office. To dream of
any Spiritual Advantage that accrues to
the Seul meerly from the Opws operatum,
the Work done, though Faith fignifies no-
thing, though Faith feals nothing,.is fo
far from Truth, though eagerly defended
by the Romanrifts, that the Apoftle plainly
tells. us, fuch do but et and drink Damna-

tion. ty themfelves; who difcern not the Lord’s

Body.

Firf?, 1t is Faith, as reprefenting the
Sufferings of Chrift, that gives this Sacra-
ment its fignifying Ufe and Office. . One
grand End why Chrift inftitated this Or-
dinance was, “that it might be Signum
Rememorativnm, a- Remembrancing: Signy,
Luke 22.19. This do in Remembrance of me.

é9.

$o, 1 Cor. 11.26. For as aften as ye eat this

F3 . . Bread,
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Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do fbew forth
the Lord’s Death till be come. But without
Faith, the Adminiftration of the Sacra-
ment is no better than a dumb Shew, with-
out any Signification at all. Itis Faith that
in this Ordinance aéts over the whole Tra-
gedy of Chrift’s Sufferings, and ‘earries the
Soul through them all in as lively Repre-
fentations, as if Chrift were but now un-
dergoing them. We are, I know, ready
to with that we had lived in the Time of
Chrift's Abode here on Earth, that we had
been converfant with him as his Difciples
were, to have feen both his miraculous
Adtions, and his no lefs miraculous Paf
fion. Why truly, the Difciples Sight of
thefe Things hath no Advantage at all
above our Faith, ' If we can but exercife
Faith in this greatOrdinante, thefe Things
will be really prefent to us. There we
fhall fee Chrift crucified before our Eyess.
yea, and crucified as truly and really to
our Faith, as ever he was to the Senfe of
others. Our Faith can earry us into the
Garden, and make us watch with him in
his Agony, and obferve every Drop of
Blood that the Senfe of hisFather's Wrath
ftrain'd thorough him. Faith can carry
us to the Judgment-hall, to hear his whole
Tryal and Arraignment. Faith can lead

us th;ough the whole Multitude and

4 Crowd
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Crowd of People to his Crofs ; and in this
Ordinance we may fee his Body broken,
his Blood poured out, and hear him cry-
ing, It is finif'd, the Work of Redemp-
tion is compleated, and fee him at laft give
up the Ghoft. And all this the Faith of a
Chriftian doth as lively reprefent, as if it
were but now doing, and thereby it makes
the Sacrament a Sign, and gives it its Sig-
nificancy. '

Well then, briefly to enforce this ;
Whenever we come to partake of this
great and folemn Ordinance, let us be
fure to fet Faith on work to reprefent unto
us the whole Sufferings of Jefus Chrift.
A ftrong Faith can recall Things that are
long pafs'd, and make them exift again 5
fo that Time devours nothing but to an
ignorant Perfon, or an Unbeliever. And
truly, unlefs Faith do thus recall the Suf-
ferings. of Chrift, not to our Memorics
only, but to our Hearts and Affetions,
théy will all appear to us but as a Story
of fomewhat done long ago, and as an
outworn antiquitated Thing. Confider,
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were there a Sight to be reprefented, at

which Heaven and Earth, and Hell it (elf,
fhould ftand amazed ; wherein God him-
felf fhould fuffer not only in the Form of
4 Servant, but ander the Form of a Male-
fador 5 and the everlafting Happine(s of
- F 4 all
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all'. Mankind, from the Creation of the
World, to the final Diffolution of jt, fhoutd

" be tranfaded 5 in which we mjght {ge the

Venom and poifonous Malignity of the
Sins of the whole World wrung out intq
one bitter Cup, and this Cup put into
the Hands of the Son of Ged, to drink
off the very Dregs of it 3 in which we

- might fee the Gates of Hell broken, to Pie-
- ces, Devils conquerd, and all the Powers

of their dark Kin%dqm triumph’d over :
I fay, were there fuch a Sight as this, fo
dreadful, and yet fo glasious to be repre-

- fented to us, would we not all defire to

be Spectators of it ? Why, all this is fre-
quently reprefented to us in the Sacra-
ment, There we may fee the Son of God
flain, the Blood of God poured out: We
may fee him that takes away our Tranf-
greflions, numbred himfelf among Tranf-
greflors; we may f{ee him hanging upon
the Sorenefs of his Hands and Fegt, all ous
Iniquities meeting upon him, and the
Eternity of Divine Vengeance and Punifh-
ments contracted in their full Extremity,
into a fhort Space. We may fee the
Wrath of God pacified, the Juftice of God
fatisfied, Mankind redeemed, Hell fub-
dued, and Devils calt into everlafting
Chains. -All this is clearly to be feen in;

- this Ordinance, if we bring bug Faith. to

difcern
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difceyn it 5 without which, indeed, all this
will be no more to us than a magnificent
and exquifite Scene is to a blind Man,
Indeed, the Apoftle fpeaks of fome who
~ did, in an ill Senle, crucify to themfelues the
Somof God afrefp, Heb.6.6. But certainly,
in a good Senfe, the Faith of every Belie-
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ver ought ta crucify to himfelf the Son of

God afreth; and fo lively to reprefent to
hinfelf the whole Courfe of - his Suffes~
ings, that the Speators themfelves eould
not have been better informed of them,
Jor more affeted with them by their Sen-
les, than he by his Faith. . :

But that in this we may not be deceived
by the Workings of a quick and lively
Rancy, and miftake them for the Work-
Ings of a quick and lively Faith, let us ob-
fc_We,_ that when Faith gives the Soul a
V,K’-W of the Sufferings of Chrift, it will
lir wp due and proportionable Affecti-
oas,

Fi;ji, It will éxcite an. holy and inge-
fwous Mourning : Can you fee the Body

of Chrift broken, and his Blood poured’

-0, and not have your Hearts brokea
bleeding within you > All Nare it

EIf fele violent Convulfions when. the

God of Nature fuffered : Heaven put on.

%5 Blacks in that miraculous Eclipfe, the

Wwels of the Earth were rent with an

' : Earth-
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Earthquake, the filent Chambers of the
Grave difturbed, and forced to refign

.their Inhabitants, as if the whole Frame

- of the World {ufferd with the Maker of

it. And fhall not we be affe@ed, whofe
Sins caufed this fad Tragedy, and whofe
Intereft was fo deeply concerned in it 2

~ 'We our felves had a Share in Crucifyin

the Lord of Glory s And what St. Peter {ai
to the Jews, A& s2.23. You have taken, and

* by wicked Hands crucified and flain bim 5 may

be truly faid of us, we have crucified and
flain the Lord of Life and Glory. And
fhould not this prick-us to the very Hearts,
as it did them? What, that we fhould
nail him to his Crofs, and throw that
Load of Sin and Sorrow upon him which
made him cry out, My God, my God, Why
haft thow forfaken me 2 How fhould this
caufe us to melt in.an holy and kind
Mourning, and to fulfil the PrediGtion of
the Prophet ? Zech. 12. 10. They fhall look
wupon me, whom they Bave pierced, and they
all monrn for bim, as one that mourneth for
his only Son 5 and [ball be in Bitternefs, as
one that is in Bitternefs for his Firft-born.
And where can we look upon a broken
and a pierced Saviour more lively, than
in that holy Sacrament which he hath’

inftituted to be a Remembrance of his

cath and Sufferings. .
Dgath and Sufferings. Secomdl
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Sécondly, If Faith, and not Memory, not

Fancy only, reprefents to you the Suffer- -

ings of Chrift in this Ordinance, it will
ftir up in you, as an ho:y Mourning and
Sorrow for your Sins, fo an holy Anger
and Indignation againft them. Look upon
your Saviour with Sorrow, and upon your

Sins with Hatred, as thofe that were his -

bloody Murderers, and fqueezed fo much
Gall and Wormwood into the bitter Cup
of his Paffion. And fhall I find Pleafure
in that in which Chrift found fo much
Anguith and Horror | Shall I entertain,
and lodge in my Bofom, the bloody Mur-
derers of my God and Saviour? Shall I
delight and fport my felf with thofe Sins
which caufed unknown Dolours to him,
and muft be, if not expiated by his Blood,
eternally repaid and reveng'd in mine
own ?

Thirdly, Faith reprefenting the Suffer-
rings of Chrift in this Sacrament, will ftir
up an holy Fear, and reverential Awe of
God. When Faith fhews us, that the uni-
ted Force of all that Wrath, which yet
would have been unfufferable though par-
cell'd out among us to whom it was due,
met all at once upon him who was not
only innocent, but the Son of God him-
felf, it will make the believing Soul fear
and tremble under the Apprql_x_enﬁonshqf
e N 8 ¢his

7%
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this firit and fevere Juftice of God. How
can he but think with himfelf, Alas! what
a juft God have I to deal with > A God,
who, rather than Sin fhall go unpunifh’d,
will fo dreadfully punifh the very Impu-
tation of it, even in his.own Sen. And
what if Chrift had not ftood in my fiead,
and undergone my Punithment for me?
8hould not all his Wrath have fallea upon
me? Should not I have been fwallowed
up in eternal Torments, and have lain un-
der the vindi&tive Juftice of God for ever?
How can the Soul but be {urprized with
Fear and Trembling at fuch Reflexians as
thefe, which Faith oughtto fuggeft tothem
at their Attendance upon this holy Ordi-
nance. : .
Fourthly, If Faith reprefent the Suffer-
ings of Chrift to us, it will mightily in-
kindle and inflame our Love unto him.
How can the believing Soul, when he is
receiving the Bread and Wine, think that
now he is taking that Chrift whofe Love
was fo great as to undergo no lefs than
infinite Wrath to fatisfy the offended
Juftice of God, and not diffolve into pro-
portionable Love towards Chrift again ?
To think thac Chrift fhould lay by his
Robes of Glory, wrap his Deity in Duft
and Afhes, hide and eclipfe himfelf in our
Flefb, -and all this Abafement only t% put.
. im- .
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himfelf into a farther Capacity of fuffer-
ing - for us; that he thould be cracifed
for thofe who ecrucified him ; that he
fhould dye for love of thofe who kill'd
him, -and fuffer for thofe whom he ftill
fuffers from, if we have any the leaft,
- Sparkof Gratitude and Ingenuity, it muft
needs conftrain us not only to admire
the ‘infinite Riches of the Love of Chrift
tewards us, but to return reciproeal Love
unto him. - ,

Thefe four Affe&ions, Faith will excite
in us when we partake of this Ordinance,
as it is a Sign, and'a Reprefentstion to

‘us of the Sufferings of Chrift. - For

without thefe, merely to recal to our
Minds thofe great Tranfations may be
but the A& of Memory, or the Reprefen-
tatfon' of Fancy, no Work of Faith.

And thus I have endeavoured to fhew
yon, what is the Object which our Faith
oughe: to apprehend and pitch upon in
this ‘Holy Inftitution. For as Faith is in:
every Ordinance the great Purveyor and
Steward of the Soul-that lays in Provifion-

77

* for the Soul to feed upon, fo efpecially

in this. ‘Tis Faith alone that can find:
ou¢ any Thing in material Elements that
maybé fuited -and decommodated to an
imiaterial ‘Soul. - For there is a kind of"
boly Chymiftry in this Grace that can'
R ) extratt
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extra& Spirit out of vifible and fenfible
Objetts. What is there in the Bread, and
in the Wine, that can nourith the Soul ?
The Body is indeed upheld by fuch earth-
ly Supports, but thefe are too grofs Feed-
ing for our Spiritual Part. It is indeed
faid, that Man did eat  Angels Food,
Pfal. 78. 25. to fet forth the Excellency
and Delicacy of that Provifion of Masna,
that God made for his unthankful People
in the Wildernefs: Yea, but a true. Be-
liever hath better and choicer Food fee
before him on the Lord’s Table, than the:

* Food of Angels themfelves. To a carnal

Eye they appear but mere contemptible
Bread and Wines but yet our Ens
tertainment there, is more refined, more
{piritual. The Breed and Wine are but
the Difhes in which this Feaft is ferv'd
up, not the Feaft it felf. Faith feeds the
Soul, not in the vulgar common way,
but nourifhes it in a myltical Matiner,
It eats, not the Bread, but the breaking of
it 5 it drinks, not the Wine, but the pour-
ing of it forth.  The Elements may feem
lean, poor, and bel;g‘%:rl in themfelves s,
but when a tranfubftantiating Faith thall
turn the Bread into the Body of Chrift,
and the Wine into his Blood, it will make
a Belicving Soul ery out with the Femws in’
this Chapter, Lard, evermore give wé this

| | Bread 3
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Bread 3 and with theWoman of Seserie,
Chap. 4. Sir, give me of this Water. °Tis a
Chriftian’s Faich that makes it Bread in-
arnate. And ds Chrift, by a Miracle of
Power, turned Water into Wine, fo here
the Faith of the Recciver turns Winxe into
Blood. And thus by eating the Flefb, and
drinking #the Blood of Cbrs]F, they are in-
corporated into him, and made one with
him, Members of his myftical Body, and
thall be certainly raifed by him to an in-
corruptible and glorious Life. .

We have thus confidered the Sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper, as it isa Sign 5
I thall now proceed to confider it as a
Seal. And under this Refpe& alfo, it is
only Faith in the Suﬁ'crinFs of Chrift that
can make it any Way ufeful and benefi-
cial unto us: For as the Sacrament re-
prefents nothing, fo it feals nothing with-
out Faith. Now here [ fhall briefly en-
quire into thefe four Things :

_ Firff, Why the Sacrament is called a
Seal. .

Secondly, What it feals unto, or to |

what it is affixd. |
’ Tbirdb,
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. . Thirdly, Whofe Scal it is, whether

The Dollrine of
God's, or ours.

Fmel;, That Faith alone in the Suf-
feriags bf Chrilt Jefus, makes its Sealing

~ Office beneficial and advantageous to b~

~Firft, Why the Saciament is called a:
Seal: A Seal, you know, is added for the:
Confirmation and ratifying of any Com-
pac, Bargain or Covenant between Party

. and Party. The Sacrament therefore is-

called a Seal, becaufe it is annex'd to that
Bargain dhd Covénant that God hath

‘made. with Man. For herein God is

pleafed to befo gracigus to ourInfirmity,
that he hath not only pafs'd his Word,
but hath alfo: confirmed his Covenant
by Sealss . that by two immutable
Things, wherein it was not poffible for
God to lie, we might have abundaat
Confolation. And therefore the Cirs
cumcifion of Abraham, which was then
the Sacrament of Initiation, to which, in
the Chriftian Church, Bapti{fm fucceeded,
this Circumcifion is called, Rom. 4.11. A
Seal of the Righteoufnefs of Faith. And
the Cup id. this'Ordinance of the:Lord's
Supper is faid by the Apoltle, 1 Cor. xex
25. to be the New Teftament in the Blood of
Chriff. Now what elfe can be undcrﬁogd
/
| y
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by that Spsechdoche, that the Cap is the New'

Teftament, but only that it is a Sea! fetto
the New Teftament, the Lalt Will of our
Lord Jefus Chrift, and that Covenant:
which hé hatlt ratifled with ws in his
Blood. Thus therefore it is called a Seal,
becaufe it is 2 Confirmation of the Co-

tenant ade between God and Man, everi

a5 4 Seal is 4 Confirmation of any

Agréement riiade between Man and Man,
Secoridly, Thierefore let us enquite what:

the Sacrament fealsutito. The Sacrament’s:

Sealing being nothing elfe but the Con-

firmatioti of the Truch of that to which

itis fee, we may conceive that the Sa:

_crament feals to, 4. e. it attefts and con-
firnis two Things, wi¢. Ouf Faith, and'
God’s Coveriant. -

It feals to our Faith two Ways ¢
Firf}, Diretly and formally, in that
we do by receiving this holy Ordinance

atteft unto God the Trath of our Faith, -

that we do indeed believe on Chrift
}cfus exhibited init. And therefore, a§
the Sacramientt repreférits unto us the
Deathi of Chrift, and what he fuffered
for out Rédemption and Salvation, as i¢
is a Sign; {o, as it is # Seal, it doth wit-
nefs atid atrett, that we do indeed fay
bold on his Death, and apply thofé Sufs
ferings by - Faith unto-our owr Souls
. Q Y¥herts

g
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Whenfoever a true Believer comes to

artake of this Ordinance, and fees the
.gread broken, and the Wire poured
forth, fignifying unto bim the breaking
of Chrift’s Bo?y, and the fhedding of
his Blood, he ought then to lift up his
Heart to God, and in the filent Devo-
tions of his Soul to fay, Lord, I believe-
on thy Son thus broken, and on his Blood thus
poured out for me 3 and to atteft and wit
wefs that I do indeed believe, behold, I now
receive this thy holy Sacrament, and by it de

- Jet Seal to the Trmth of my Faith, accepting

of my bleffed Seviour, and fincerely devoting
my [elf umto him.

Secondly, It feals to our Faith confecu-
tively, by way of Effe& and Caufality, as
the receiving of it doth mightily confirm
and ftrengthen our Faith. For there is
no Ordinance of God whatfoever that is
more accommodated to the Increafe of
Faith than this 5 in that it doth asit were
fet the Death of Chrift before our Eyes.
For though Faith be evacuated where
there is clear and perfe& Vifion, yet
where the Reprefentation is fuch as

~ doth not fully difcover the Obje,

but only hint ¥t unto us, as it is
here in the Sacrament, Faith takes 2
mighty Advantage from the Type and
Refemblance that Senfe percetves, to look

, . 1nto
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jnto thefe more Spiritual Obje&s repre-

fented- by thefe material Signs, which

to-the Eye of Senfe are altogether invi-
fible. And indeed, when we corifider that
God hath not only engaged his Word,

that whofdeuer belicveth fhall be faved, but

Rath alfo infticuted this OrdinanceasaWits
néfs -between him and us; thae. he will
certainly perform this gracious Promife;
if . we perform the Conditions we may
well have ftrong Faith, and ftrong Cod-
© félation froni t'gab~ Faitl, fince he hath
been pleafed to affure our Salvation to

us, both by his Word,.and by this Pledge -

of Trath, and Fidelity .of his Word.
And in this Senfe, our Faith may be faid
to be fealed by the Sacrameri¢, becaufe
it is thereby gréatly confirmed- dnd
ftrengthened. . . . . .. .
,- But then, ds the Sacrarhent feals to out
Faith; fo, . - . - . . .,
_Secondly, It feals dlifo to .God’s Cove-
fiant with us. . The . brief Tenor of this
Covehant you Havé exprefly contained
in thofe few Words, Mark 15. 16. He that
believeth, fhall by faped. . And. to this
Covendnt the Sacramerit is affixed as 4
Seal: | And in it aliere be Two Things
‘bat admit ofSealing: N T
éiﬁrﬂ, Thie Ténour of th¢ Covetlddt i¢

' . ‘._ " . :.‘... " i
&3, Setondly;

83
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Secondly, Our Propriety and Intereftiy -
the Mercy promifed.

The Tenour of the Covenant confifts
in this, If T bekieve, I fhall be faved. Ounr
Interelt and Propriety in the Covenant:
confifts in this, But I do believe, and there-
fore I fhall be ﬁwed Now ‘each of thefe
may be fealed unto the Soul : And accor-
dingly there is a twofold Sealing ;

Firft, An External Sealing by the Sa-.
crament.

Secondly, An Internal Sealing by the:
Spirit.

Of chefe, the External Sealing only re-
fpe&s the Sacrament. For in thisOrdi-
sance God feals t_mto me, that if T believe.
on the Lord Fefus, I fhall be faved ; and
gives me a vifible Pledge of this Promife;
That as fure as I eat of the.Sacramental
Bread, and drink of the Wixe, fo {urely
upon my Faith, I (bell inberit eternal Life.
And this'indeed is the moft proper Scal-
mg Ufe the Sacrament hath..

But the Internal Sealing of the Spmt
in our own Confciences, refpects our pe-
culiar Rightand Intereftia this Covenant.
For though the Sacrament feals' to me,
that if [ believe, I fhall be faved ; yet it
doth not pro lperly feal ‘and ateeft to me,
that I do ke eve, and therefore fball be
ﬁwed Bue thns is the Work of the Ho}{

: I Gho
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Ghott, the Spirit of Adoption, which [eals
" usup umto the Day of Redemption,and works
‘in the Hearts of many Believers a full
Aflurance, that Grace is already wrought
-in them, and that Glory fhall hereafter
be beftowed upon them. :

And thus you fee what it is, that the
$acrament feals to : Principally and pri-
marily, it feals to the Truth og the con-
ditional Covenant, as a Pledge of God’s
Weracity : But fecondarily, it feals alfo
to our Faith, as it i§ a Means inftituted
.by God for the ftrengthening and increa-
fing of it. :

&s

Thirdly, By what. hath beén {poken, we -

may eafily give a Refolution to.the Third
- Queftion, whofe Seal it is, whether God’s
orours : For it is both. " It is. God’s Seal

onlé; :

wrft, In refpe of its Inftitution. . For
he hath appointed this Holy Ordinance

--as a Seal between him and us. And.indeed,

“this is fo eflential to the Nature and
Being of a Sacrament, that nothing can

be fuch, but what hath the Stamp of -

Divine Inftitution to warrant it.
-Secondly, 1t is God’s Seal, as it is af-
fixed to his Part of the Covenant. For

in this Sacrament he feals to us, that if

we: believe, we fball certainly be faved. But
ﬁeﬂ, ' S ' .
.o G 3 Third)y,
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?‘m’b, It is our Seal, as we do by re-
ceiving - of ‘it teftify and ‘declare the

- Truth and Reality of our Faith," and that

we do believe on ‘the Lord Jefus Chrift,
as he is exhibited unto us in this Sacra-
ment. e ee ettt

+ -+ Fourthly, Thefe Things therefore bein

thus clear, I (Hall come to the Fowrt
General Head propounded, which indeed
1 principally intended, viz. That it is Faith

-alone, in the Death and Suffetings of Jefts
. Chrift, that makes the Seal of the Sa<

~.crament ufeful and beneficial tc-ourSouls.

* Firf}, 1t is true indeed, that whether

- we- bélieve or no, this Ordinancé will
. ftill feal the Truth and: Stability of God’s

Covenant; that if we believe, we fhall ‘be

faved : Xet if-we do hot believe, of what

Ule or Benefit will this be to us ? Yea, it

- will - rather ' be a° fearful Aggravation of

our-jult Condemnation, in that God hath
not only given his Word for our Salva-

- tion," but hath: fo far-condefcended as 'to

fet his Seal to it in this holy Ordinance ;
and yet neither Salvation promifed, nor
this Promife fealed, can work upon us to
g¢t “that Faith- upon-which Heaven and
Happinefs is affured.” = ¢~ < .. - 7

t+Secondly, The Sacrament, without Faith
in the Partakers, will be ftill-a Seal 5 yea,
but it will'only feal theniup to the Dl)g
S ?,:5, e of
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of Deftrudtion. For as to a believing

Sout it {eals his Salvation, fo to an un-
betieving Partaker it only feals his eter-
nal Damnation. This great Ordinance
is never empty nor infignificant : It hath
its Signifang, it hath its Sealing Office
.to the unbelieving Receiver, as well as to
the Believing. So that I may fay, to all

37

thofe who join themfelves in this Com- °

munion, what Chrift faid to the Fews,
What come you bither for to fee, or what come
you hither to receive £ A little Bread and
- Wine 2 Nay, 1 fay unto you, more tharn Bread

and Wine, for thisis [{le of whom it is pro-
pbefied, That if ye eat bis Flefb, and drink
&is Blood, ye [ball bave eternal Life. If ye
-be Believers, here ye may fee, asin a
Type, the whole Load of that Wrath,
which Chrift underwent for your Sins.

If any of you be Unbelievers, here you

‘gnay fee, as in a Type, the whole Load of
that Wrath, which you in your own
Perfons, muft eternally undergo for your

own Sins. If you are Believers, here .

you may receive a firm Pledge and Secu-
rity for your Salvation. If Unbelievers,
-here you will receive your Damnation too
furely confirmed to your Souls under tlie
Hand and Seal of God himfelf. *Twill be
in vain to think to plead with God at
¢he Laft Day, like thofe who pleadtd in
Lo G 4 - vain:

'
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vain: Luke 13. 26. Lord, Lord, epex un-
to us, for we haue eaten and draxk in thy
Prefence.  Trug ; but did not God even
then feal unto you, thatunlefs yon would
believe, and bring forth the Fruits of a

‘true_Faith in an Holy Life, you fhould

- as certainly perifp, as you did then eat

and drink? You had his Seal indeed ;
byt it was only {et to ratify your Con-
demnation, as long as you fhould con=

‘tinue in your Impenpitence and Infidelity.

Had you performed the Condition of the
Covenant, this Seal had been fet to the
Promife, and confirmed your Pardon and

- Juftification 5 bnt for want of it, you will

at laft with Horror fee it affixed to the

‘Writ and Warrant for your Execution.

Now how f{ad and deplorable a Thing is
this, that when this Holy Ordinance is
fo full of Confolation and ravithing De»
lights to the worthy Partakers, fealin

unto them the Remiflion of their Sins, anﬁ
their Acceptation to eterngl Life, it
fhould, for want of a true and - faving

Faith, feal up any Soul under Wrath and
‘Condemnation. This twofold Sealing

Office, the Sacrament hath towards al]

_that partake of it ; it will feal to them the
_Certainty of Eternal Life and Salvation,

if they believe; or eternal Wrath and

“Condemnation, if they remain impeni-

teng
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tent - and unbdicvin‘g. Without Faith,
the Sacrament can feal nothing to you
that is beneficial and profitable. When
God holds forth to you in this Ordinance
Chrift Jefus, and through him Pardon,
Peace and ‘Reconciliation, Juftification,
Adoption, yea, even Heaven it felf, -and
its everlafting Glories; the believing
Partaker may boldly and fweetly fay,
that ol thefe are bis 5 for Faith indeed is
the Conveyance of thefe Things to the
Soul ; and therefore wherefoever it is
adted, it muft needs make the Sacrameng
Seal effetually. It is Faith that juftifies s
and therefore this Sacrament that feals
unto you- your Juftification, if you be-
lieve, feals effeltually. It is Faith that
makes you accepted in the Belaved ; for
without Faith it is impoffible to pleafe
God : And therefore this Sacrament which
feals your Acception upon your Believing,
feals effe@ually. It is Faith that fave§
‘you 5 and therefore this Sacrament that
feals unto you your Salvation, if you
believe, feals effe&ually: For it feals to
you, that That fhall be done, if you be-
'geve, which your Believing will certainly
0. .

But yet ail this it doth, by leading the
-Soul to the Conflderation of, and Recum-»
bence upon the-Sufferings .of Jefus Chr'gi,
. i - Y
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by which thefe Benefits are procured.
For it would be utterly in vain for Faith
to apprehend, or for the Sacraments to
feal to us, that which was never pur-
chafed for ps. And therefore the Apoftle
calls it, the Cup of the New Teflanment in
Chrift's Blood, in the fore-cited Place,
% e it is the Seal of the New Teftament
or Covenant in the Blood of Chrift.

_This Seal. muft be dip'd in Blood before

it can ratify or confirm any Privilege and
Benefit unto us. They are all purchafed
-with Blood ; and they. all come flowing
.down to us in a Stream of \Blood.
- Well then, when{oéver you come to
this great Seal Office of the Gofpel, be
-{ure that you fet Faith-on Work ; elfe
-your frequent Communication in this Oz-

.dinance; to fay nothing worfe, will be

‘but the faftening, and annexing of many
Seals to a large Grant and Charter,which
you have no Title unto. "What'a fad
and wretched Miftake will it be, if after
you have had the Covenant fo often
fealed and confirmed, all thofe Seals
fhould prove of no more Ufe nor Value,
-than if they were fet to a Blank : For
the Promife is no better than a Blank, i

- the Condition on your Part be not per-

Jormed. Will it not be fad and dread-
ful, when Men at the L3k Day, _wtgm
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they were arraigned by the Juftice of
&d, {hall ftand ¥orth and plead, Lord,
re is the Covenant wherein thox bhaft pro-
mis’d me L;;fe and Salvation 3 here are Jo
many Seals hanging at it, whereby thou baft
confirmed. that promifé to me 3 and then it
thall be faid, Trwe, bere is the Covewant,
and bere are the Seals, but where is the Per-
formance of thé Candition ? What a grofs
‘Miftake, what Shame and Confufion of
Face will this be, to look no betzer after
the Condition of that Bond, and the Na-
ture of thofe Seals that were to convey
-to us no lefs than an eternal Inheritance!
* Well then, when you bave the Ele-
ments, the Bread and the Wine, delivered
into your Hands, do but ferioufly think
with your {elves, now God is delivering
a broken a bleeding Saviour unto me, 1f
I will by Eaith reccive him, he teflifies
and feals by his Bread and Wine, that 1
fhall certainly receive Remiflion of ¢
Sins dnd “cverlafting Life through him.
Let us thegefore fay, Lord Fefus, I now
accept of thee upon thine own Terms, or the
very Conditions on which thow art pleafed to
tender ' thy felf unto me : Itake a Broken
Chrift for my imire Saviour, a Chrif} crowr’d
with Thorns for my alone King : He fball be
-mty Prophet whom the Blafphemous Jews :;ﬁ '
fitted and derided with & Prophecy, .
PR 5 fmote

i

1
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Jmote thee 2 As I reach. forth my bodily

- ‘Hand to receive the Bread and the Wixe,

fo I reach forth the Spiritual Hand of m

Faith to receive that Chrift whofe Bo

was thus broken, and whofe Blood was
thus poured forth. Now to thofe only
who thus by Faith receive Chrift Jefus,
who thus ew his Flefh, and drink his
Blood, this Sacrament doth feal and con-

'rgrm, that they (hall have Eternal Life by

Jhim, and fhall be raifed up at the Laft

-Day, to that Glory with which he is in-

¥

'. And now, my Brethren, I am fent to

you by my Lord and Mafter Jefus Chrift,

twho is both the Lord of the Feaft, and

the Feaft it felf, to invite you to come,

" -and to tell you that all Things are ready.

‘Behold, he himfelf expe&s 'you 5 and after

fuch Coft that he hath been at in fur-
nifhing a Table for:you, when he¢ hath
provided his own. for your Meat,
.and his own Blood for your Drixk, after

. fo many kind and indearing Invitations
. that he hath made you, he cannot but

-take it as an high Contempt of his Love,
-and an Injury done to- the Friendfhip he

“offers, if you fhould yet delay, or refufe

‘his Entertainment.” Yet, I fear, it will
befal this, as it did the Wedding Supper,

that too many will make light of it, and

either
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cither by flight Excufes, or downright

93

Denials, leave this Table unfurnifh’d of

Guefts, which is fo abundantly furnith'd
with Provifion. Muft I be fent back
with a Refufal ? Or fhall I have thatjoy-
fal Anfwer from you all, that you will
cme? I hope I fhall not return athamed .
that yeu will not turn your Backs upon
your Saviour, who hath given himfelf
for you, and now offers himfelf unto
you, and that you will not damp the
Devotion of thofe who prefent themfelves
b this Holy Inftitution by the {ad and
difcouraging Confieration of the Pauci-
ty of their Number.

Suffer me a little to expoftulate with
you; and I befeech of you only thefe
Two Things :

- The One is, to lay afide all Prejudice,
ad to confider Things nakedly and im-
Partially ; weighing them only according
to the clear Evidence of Truth, and not

by the deceitful Ballance either of pre-

toneeived Opinions, or former Pra&ices.

The Other is, that in a Matter which
you your felves muft needs acknowledge
tabe doubtful and difpusble, youwould
think i¢ poffible you might be miftaken.

t not contrary Ciftoms, nor the deecp ]

Impreffions of any other Pegfwafjon, bribe
T . your
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yohi‘f]udg'mcdts to Pivé_ Vote againlt-the

. manifet Diftates of Truth and Reafon.

For otherwife, if wé tome t

fition of any Opinion with

and a {tiff Adherence to form

Principles; though the Pro

and the Arguments irrefrag

AffeGtions will blindly tmuti

mor agaitilt the Convi&ior

and think that {till there mi

wlhiat more faid in their ¢

though they know not what

I befeech you, let not yoi

Jead yout Judgment, buit yc

them. Take the Byafs out of

Confider Things indifferent!

had never heard of them

be altogether unconcernea

hath the Truth, but only concernd ¢o

follow the Truth when it appears fo to

- you: This is but an equal Reque®, not

only in this, but in all other Debates con-

cernirig the Truth of Dolrinie. For

where the Mind ‘is foreftalled with an

overweatiing Conceit, that the Notions

we have already takern up are infallibly

true and certain, and that what{oever can

be faid againft them is but Soply @4+ ~~2

Delufion 5 this will render us w

capable of being convinced of __. _._ |

ftakes, and reduced from our &?I ’
< ya

i3

Prejudice
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Prejudice is the Jaundice of the Sownl,
and colours every Thing by its own Di-
ftemper. Or as a Man that looks thro’

a Painted Glafs, fees every Objedt of the

fame Colour that the Glafs is; fo when
our Lnderftanding is once deeply tinétu-
red with former Notions, all that we
look upon will receive a Colour from
them; nor can we ever hope to fee
Things as they are, until our Judgment
be cleanfed from whatfoever our Affe-
&tion to fuch a Way, or our Admiration
of fuch Perfons, or any other Pervertee
of lt()ea['on, have painted and died them
with.

~ Well then, let meargue the Cafe with
you, and I {hall do it plainly and freely,

9%

and I hope without any Bitternefs, or gi-

ving Offence to any who will not be
offended with Reafon that contradi&ts
them. May not moft of the Scruples,
_ that have hithertokept you off from Com-
munion with us in this Gofpel-Ordinance
of the Lord’s Supper, be reduced to thefe
Four Heads ? R

1/2. Some fcruple their own Fitnels
and Preparednefs. ,

adly. Others the Gefture of Kneeling
in Receiving,. . . .

3dly. Others, our promifcuous Affem-
blies, and the Admiffion of thofe g_o the

‘ acra-

»
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Sacranient who are igtiotdnt, or fcand4-
lous, orboth. - - ,

4hly. Others are aftdid of giving Of-
fence unto, or grieving theit weak Bre:
thren, who are not fatisfied iti the Law-
fulne(s of commurlicating with us upon
the Accounts before-mentiotied. ,

I think I have faithfully collefted the
Sum of all that any have to obje&,
under thefe Four Heads. And if there
be any Thing which is not reducible to
one of thefe, I fhould gladly learn it,
and endeavegr to give fall Satisfaltion.
Now whether any of thefe be fuch Ex+
cufes, as may fufficiertly jultify your
rejecting the Invitation 1 grave made you
to this Gofpel and Spiritual Fealt, I fhalt
Ieave to your own Confciences to judge,
after we have particularly examined
them. '

1/2. To the Firft,whodefireth to be held
excufed, not becaufe he judgeth the Ad-
miniltration of the Sactament in the Way
wherein it is now difpens’d, unlawful,
but only becaufe he looks upon himfelf
as unprepared, and therefore is afraid to
come. I anfwer, ,

- Firft, Haft thou tiot had Time atrd Op-
portunities enough to prepare thy felf ¥
How often halt thou been warned and
admonifh’'d to fit, and to put on thy
, ~ Waedding
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Wedding-Garments, ' for that thou ‘wert
by .the great: King: of Heaven expe&ed
fhortly to be at his Supper? And doft
thou;, make Confcience' not to come be-
caufe thou art not Bgeparcd, and yet make
ne Confcience to be prepared that thou
mighteft .come > But, - S

Secondly, Judge thou which is the grea-
ter Sin, cither wholly to negle& a'Duty,
or elfe to perform it with é(guch. Prepara-
tions as.thou haft, or canft make, though
they be got altogether fuch as they ought.
We ought to be prepared to pray unto
God, and to hear his Word ; yet cer-
tainly. if we negle& our due Preparations,
it will be our Sin, it cannot be our Ex-
cufe, and we ought to -perform thefe Du-
ties the beft we may in the refpective Sea-
fons of them. .We ought to be humbled
for .our. Want ‘of Preparation; but our
Want of Preparation muft not cheat God
of his Service. ‘We are to labour with
our Hearts in the very Entrance upon

holyDuties (if we have. finfully neglect-

ed it before) to bring them into fome

holy ‘and fpiritual Frame, fit to maintain -

Communion and .Fellowthip with God,
And know for certain, that thou doft but
double thy Crime, whofoever thou ast,
that neglefelt thy Duty, becaule thou
hatt -negle&ted thy Preparation for ‘thy
. " H Duty :

97
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Duty : For this indeed is
but that thou dateft not but fin,
thou haft {inned.

But may fome fay, The Apoftle teni-
fics me in this Matter of the Sacfam&\!{
by pronouncn that dreadful Sente
1Cor. 11.29. He that eateth and
wwortbily, cdctb and dm:kdmetobh
bimfelf : And therefore, becaufe I havé
finned in negle®ing due Preparation, I
dare no more h unto thofe
Myfteries, than 1 dare eat burning O&m
or fwidllow whole Draughts of Fife a

Brim{tone.
*Tis true, the Apoftle hath proﬁb!ﬁt&

that terrible Doom upon unworthy Res
ceiving : But is it not as true, tbat he
that prays unworthily, prays Damnation
to himfelf, and he that hears unworthily,
hears Damnation to himfelf > If thou ar‘
not worthy to receive the Sacrament,
thou art not worthy neither to pray, fith
8t. Chryfof. ad Pop. Amt. Hem. 61. Now
wilt thou, or dareft thou, omit the Ditive
of Praying, or Hearing, upon a Pretencu
that thou art not fufficiently
perform them ? Certainly, i
unworthily, be Damnation 3 thcn not lb
recelve at all, becaufe thou are unwors
thy, is double Damnation, being doable
Guilt, ‘ualefs thou canft fin thy feif o::_
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gu Debe¢ bt: God’s Comlmmn:lt,tl and make
 to be no Duty upon thy Offence,
which was thy Duty befl:r’:it.
-And then as for Pr?aration,
it-be very fit and requifite, that before 10
foletiitr an Ordinance as this is, we thould
allot fomeé Time for a more ferious Scrus
tiny and Search of our own Hearts, ana
the¢ Stirring up of the Graces of God
within us : vet. I muft profefs, that I
Man who hath endea-
God confdienitioufly id
es of every Day, to be¢
fofficiently orepared for this
if he be fuddenty cal-
5 and calkd to f¢ he
ath an
cceee e ----— It piousand in
fivé Chriftian Life, was look’d apon “as
the beft Preparation to this holy Ordi=
tiance, as this Ordinance it felf was look'd
ot to be the greateft ¢ ‘o fuch
by the of the
unes 5 wherein we nave Ac-
ns, that the Chriftians did
. and at the fartheft every
" - in the Loxd’s
: 1ca, 1m o - Thge, 240
reary after Chrift, he us, Bxchariftiane
MobidSe ad cibans [alntie- aectpimme; in Orat.

99
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Dowt, num. 48. So that certainly -there
- ‘could be no confiderable Space' of Time
fet apart for a particular Preparation,
but an holy blamelefs Life was.thought
fufficient to qualify them for worthy Re-
ceivers 3 neither do we find that they put |
fuch a Mock-Honour upon the holy Sa-
crament as to advance it fo high, that
they durft not come near it, and to neg-
le& it out of pure Refpe&.
" And this is all that I (hall leave to the
Conlfideration of thofe who abfent them-
felves, becaufe they are not duly prepa-
- red: It is their great Sin, that they are
not prepared ; but this Sin cannot excufe
them from their Duty. That to avoid
one Sin, they become guilty of two 5 o
avoid Rccewmg unworthily, they receive
not at all, but moft. unworthil forbcar;
and becaufc they fin in_not %repan
they refolve likewife to fin in not Recel-
ying, . Which is jult as good an Excufe,
as if.a Servant (hould. therefore refufe,to
do any Thing the whole Day, becaufe he
rofe not fo early in the Morning as he
fhould have done.. But,
{ndl “Others [cru.ple the vegy. Law:
{}%Ilne ARccewx[? ‘the. Sacra(rinie.nt 1 gur
ay.Q miniftnng it, and fay, They -
are not%msﬁedag (qthc Gefture of Kneel-
i ing 5
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ings for fo, and not otherwife, hath
Authority  commanded us to cominunie
ate. < ' S

Two Things they obje& again'& s

The One, That it ‘fymbolizeth - too
much"With the Idolatry of thé Church

Offliér{te.’ - y _ .
" “The Other, That not Kneeling, but Sit-.
fhng!! i a Table-Pofkure, and that which
Chrift’ ufed when he celebrated" his laft
Suppér -with his Apoftles, whofe Example
we'dbght to imitate..” -~ ¢ T

‘Firff, Tt is obje@ed; That it fymboli-

.””'. .

IO,I"

zeth and agreeth foo much with the Ido- .

latry ‘of the Romifh Church : For they, ac-
cérding to theif abfurd and impious Do-
&rine of Tranfubftantiation, falfly belie-
ving the corporal Prefence of Chtift in

the Eucharift, thit the'Bread is truly and

properly’ his Body, “dnd the Wine' his
Blodd, “do ‘conforantly enough’ to that
Error, fall down and'worthip him whom'

tiey'befieve 'to 'b¢'‘there bodily prefent. -

If “therefre 'we difavow and abfior that
Doctine;: why-fiould 'we imitht& that
PraGiiced -~ i h T

.
d - . 't . . o
LT L ; [ . ' . t:ﬁ_ o\ )

H 3 - Te
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To this I anfwer 3 3. It is well knowsy
that the Pope himfelf, the Head and
Prince of that Anti-chriftian Synagogue,
receives the Sacrament fitting,” and sot
kneeling, thinking it be-like the Privilege
and Prerogative of bis Supereminent Dig-
nity, o be more rude and ynmagnerly,
and, as it were, an equal Fellow with oue
Saviour, than is allowed unto .others,
Yot we objelt it not to our Diffenting
Brathren, that they intitate this Man of

- Sip, who exalts himfelf above all that is

called God, for they difavow if. Let them
afford us the fame Charity, and be more
fober and modeft than to obje to us,
that we imitate his Vaffals ; for this we

. equally difavow, and renounce. .

2dly. 1 anfwer ; That a Gefture abu
to Jdolatry, becomes nat theyefore idola-
trous. Otherwife, becaufe the Heathens
ufed Kneeling and Proftration to theiy

- falfe Gods, it would now be unlawful

for Chriftians to ufe them to the trues
And why do they .not obje& to us, That
the Papifts do idolatroufly kneel to their

- Images, and when they pray to their

Saints, and that therefore we muft not
kneel when we worfhip-God, but that we
may be at a perfe@ Diftance both from
Rosme and Reafon, muft fit, as too mﬂ);
A‘ ) ’ 9
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of .them moft irrevereatly do in their
- 3dl. 1an(wer ; That the End for which
pll outward Poftures of the Body arg
ufed, determines them, and makes them
either morally good, or evil : For Kneel-
fng being of it £lf an indifferent A&ion,
it is only the End which we

to our felves in it, which can render it
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good or bad.. Now left any fhould be

cither fo weak, or fo ill-natured as to fur-
mile that.this Cuftom is retained as aRe-
Bick of Idolatry, and that it will prove
a8 Advantage for it to creep in again
amongft us, fec what the Church hath
mofk exprefly declared in that excellent
Caution annexed at the End of the Order
for the Communion : - Left '(fay they)
4 that Kneeling fhould by any Perfons
* be mifconftrued and depraved 5 It is

# declared, that thereby no Adoration is -

“ intended, or opght to be done either
¢ to the .Sacramental Bread and Wine
% there bodily received, or to any Cor-

 poral Prefence of Chrift’s natural Fleth

“ and Blood : For the Sacramental Bread
“ and Wine remain ftill in their very
* natural Subltances, and therefore’ may
“ not be adored § for that were Idolatry,

“ to be abhorred by all faithful Chrifti-

Ha ¢ ans:
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¢_ans: And the nataral Body and Blood
“ of our Saviour Chrift are in.Heaven,
£ and not here: It being aguinft the
< Truth:of Chrift’s Natural Body, to be |
f¢ at one Time in.morée Places than one
A Déclaration, let me {peak it without
Offence, -that will:be of more Validity to
keep-out that prodigious and ftupid Error
of Popery, than all the difcontented Clas
mours of thofe whocry, It isl coming im:
And if ever God fo far:abandon us to.
{uffer that peftilent Do&trine again-to pres
vail over us, it muft firt be.by pulling
down :the Orders and Difcipline of the
Church, which fome, with equal Zeal and
Ignorance, are very bufy to do,-and there+-
by prove the moft induftrious Factors for
the promoting of - that Caufe which they
pretend moft of all todetelt. And if ever
the Difcontents ;and Divifions. of Pro-
teffants-praceed to effet what:the mifled
Paffions, and furious Begottry of fo many
of them defign,.then, and not till cthen,
fhalk the Anti-chriftian FaQion-obtain:its-
Ends, and-enter upon that Harve(t: which
our Rents, Schifms and Separations, have-
ripened for them. I fpeak the Words. of
~ Truth and Sabernefs 5. you that are: wife;
judge ye what I fay.. But then, - 301t * -
- L T STV AI S B B

Lk . Smmdl},
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Secondly, Others objet againft Kneeling,
That it is not a Table-Gefture 5’ it was not
ufed by eur Lord, nor his Difciples, when
he inftituted this moft holy Ordinance :
And why fhould not we be allowed to
imitate Chrift, and them? And to receive
the Sacrament in the fame Pofture wherein
he adminiftred it, that is, Sitting, or fome
other: Gefture correfpondent to . it, fince
his Pattern, - where we have no exprefs
Command, is the beft:Rule and Guide of:-
onr A&ions? . - - -

Now to this I anfwer :" 1/2. It muft be
proved, that Chrift ufed that Gefture, in-
tending to make it exemplary to us, and -
‘obliging s to the Imitation of it: If this
cannot be, then he ufed. it as a Thing
wholly indifferent : And all: know: that
thofe A&ions of Chrift, which were meers
ly indifferent, lay no:Obligation upon-our
Prattice to‘do the like. If all the Cir:
camftances that Chrift obferved in the
Adminiftration ‘of ‘his Supper, muft like-
wife be neceflarily obferved to us, then
muft we celebrate it in the Evening, after
Supper, ‘in an upper Room, amd that lean-
ing upon:Beds, with many other Particu-
lars, which long. Ue and Cuftom ‘hath-
madeobfolete, if not'to usablurd andTidi«

. culous.
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" culons. But thefe being all indifferent
Fhings, they lay no Obligation upon us
o imitate chem. N
2dly.We do not condemn Sitting in thofs
Churches whofe Laws bave not prefcsi-
bed againft it. The.Cuftoms of
are in divers, and Jet each
getain rneir own, as long as there is no-
shing in it {obftantially, and materially
: ifs. Some xefgta d Chumbe{v ﬁ:uvo
l ° m‘ l‘l 1 9 “ A |
N:l;fwm 1 caft anmngzdﬂfeﬂamd:i,&
- 1 would never refufe their Communion

becauf &li neither
- would avoid giving
of Of : a Pradiice,
which » theirs, and
gﬂm g, yet would
be a Stranger to .tnewr.anom. VWoold
any of you, were you in the Reformed

Churches of Frawce, forfake their Com-
munion rather than reccive any other
Way than Sitting > 1 fuppofe you would
confarm to their Gefture of Standing, or
* Walking : And why nat then to ours, of
Kneeling, unlefs it be that ing fo
much difpleafeth, as what we at
Home ? Far the Sarmife of Idolatry in ie,
I-have before.proved it wain. ThisI am
fure is the Direftion which St. Awirefs
gavetoSt. Auguflis's Mather Mowica, .wlg
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_doiibt” whether thdfe who pleadfo' much

for it; would not mairly triumph in fuch’
an Argument, and account it altogether
unanfwerable: And yet we fee the Cu~
ftom of: the Fewifhi-Church prevails ‘with'
our Saviour to do that which feems lite-
rally- to contradic¥ a:Command of ‘God 5
and rather than he:wduld go contrary to
the Obfervances that ‘wefe then in ©fd

- amobg them, he- chufeth to omit  that

. whith'was required in: the PrimitiveTnifti<
totion : How much ‘more then' oighie We,!
who have noth all left to’ detéti
the Gefture, comorm our {clveés ito ¢HE
Ufage ‘of the Charch in which’ we Tive,
and: whofe Members we are ; forichis is
to conform our felves, not indeed to the
vety Gefture; but what is much more con-
fidgrable; to the' Will and Inténtion®of
Chrit. | AN
" Butthen again, 4#hly, Whereay itlfs’
objetted, That Kneeting is a vety impro4
per Pofture at 2 Table; °I think, if I thould
pafé it 6ver with thig: fiort anfwer, That -
the' Peace and Unity “6f the ‘Church, i
more to be regarded than what'fomeMen
account. proper or improper; ahd thac it
is".n0t the Accuratenefs of every’ pett
Ciroomf{tanice and Punilio thtit'ought td*
be:laid: in: the Ballinee ‘againft 6 Weighty”
andfundamental-a Duty-agiour Pagticipas-
HUSLAN : tian
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tionof . this Ordinance:; and that it is-po
Extenuation of our Sin to turn our Backs
n:thefe holy My fteries, becaufe.every
ng is not ordered as we faney, and
n moft convenient : If, 1 fay, I thould
;no other Anfwer but this, yut, I {up,
, this.would be enough to fatisfy:ajl
¢ and confideratg Perfons.. Bpt;yet.to
licate this Cuftom from thq Imputa-
of lmpropriety, let us add farthgr; -
irft,, That that can be no. unfitting
are; which is moft fignificant of our
__ility and Proftration of Soul. - Should
wegrgvel in the very Duft before ouridear
eemer, to teftify, our Abhorrence! of
our felves, and our moft bitter Repentance
for thofe Sins which fhed that moft pre-
dous Blood, and_brake and piezced. that
bleffed Bady which our Lord Chrift comes
therg, to oﬂ}c,r us as a: Pledge of our Pardon,
and Salvation, would any be {o;proudly.
aaforious: as to- call this an improper;
Aﬁqn ? Or is it inipreper for guilty. Ma-
Iefactors, Rebels caft and condemned by,
Law, to receive their Pardon upon ¢heir
Knegs 2, Doth not God, feal to every: pesii~:
t@};té‘apd; helieving Sipner, the Pardga of
g Sins, and his Acceptation intp Grace
agd Eayqur, ir Sacrament?- And;
@ apy Geftu umble and. reye-;
rent, as to be juagea improper for the Ke
ey _ceiving



110 The Dolrifie of
efviny of (6 great aﬂfommnﬁb!es
Mercy as that >

And fs miich for the Secorid gftat OB
}e&ion about the Gefture, wherein I bopé
have fufficiently evinced, that Kndel-
ing ia the A& of Reccnving is neither
idolatrous, nor improper, nor x Devias
tion froin the Example of ouf Ldﬁl att

Saviour. : |
2 Tbmﬂ),
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weT ams;

1f. Doft iiou know oftbemiube

fo} If-fiot; thé Randitig Kule of

& o think no Evi, xCorinb.tg.

Db&ﬂnemuchmbepref uyanthw

WIIdly cenforibus Age, wheteia év
gethr Kimfelf to be holy and

Z“zewrdin g as he can judge aadm

33

notﬁmmbewkkedanduﬁ dlyr. .
g:l yon ﬁ'eely, this ifper--
Entertaini

nd Rirnonirs and idle Reports, fcrew- )

% ind wrefitng every Thing to the
worft Senfe, aﬂ(ll‘gfpea:ing Evil of others
at Random and Peradventure, is, accord-

to-the Obfervations that I have beert

tb muke, a and reigning Sin in
tils' Corner oft eWorld: Anditisa
Ski fo contrary to the miild and gentle

Spirtt of the Gofpel, a Sin fo truly fufpi-

clﬁs of Hy and Pharifaifm, chae
51 tgmk thotld s foon think &

good*Cbnﬁ‘un becaufe he is mdndy |
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or becaufe he is envious, or malicious, as
1 fhould becaufe -he is continually accu-
fing, -and cenfuring, and excliming a-
gaindt the Faults of . other Men ; as if it
were g cemain Mark of  his Chriftianity,
to fet a Mark of Infamy upon others. ;. .
But then {uppofe thou: doft cu'mng
know them guilty, and therefore refufeft
- to communicate with them.

". adly. Let;me ask thee, Whether thou
haft obferved the Rule of Jefus Chrift to=
wards :thy offending Brother, before.thow
thus account him an Heathen, and a Pub-
lican? The Rule that he hath given us,
we find Matth. 18. ver. 14,16, 17. and. it
i;-a moft olb)fervabﬂle Pl_fat‘.?to thijl Pul?ofe :
thy Brother fhall trefpafs -againft thee, go

: a{d l;]ell hivs his Fanlt. &tme‘::g thee and hsrs
wose 5 if be fpall bear thee, thou haft gasmed
thy Brother.: But if e will mot bear thee,: thew
take with thee one or two wpre, that im thei
Momth of pwo or three Witneffes, every Word
meay be eftablifbed. And if: he fball wegleE o
hear them, tell it anto the Church : But if. be.
negled to hear the Church, let hitn he to thes
as 4n Heathen Man and -« Publican. )This
is a perpetnal ftanding Rule in this Cafg,
from?,i\hich we ought mot to vary : If sby
Brother. fball trefpafs againft thee s i. e. mat.
only if he fhall wrong: thee,. but,if he
thall wrong either his God, »or his Rali-
'»;r, 3 gion,
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ion, by any flagitious Crime that gives
(g)ﬂbncel.)an %rcandal to thee, and fog;s' a
Trefpafs alfo againft thee : VWhat then ?
Muft thou prefently forfake the Commu-
nion of the Church, becaufe of fuch an
one’s Offences ? No, faith our Saviour,
firlt of all i¢ is thy Duty to admonifh him
privately : If thereupon he reform, thou
faveft thy Brother : If yet he perfift, thou
muft not as yet break off Communiofs -
with him, but try another Courfe. Take
with thee grave and faithful Witnefles, -
and again admonith and reprove him.
ThouZi- this Courfe fhould not prevail
neither, yet ftill thou muft own him as
thy Brother, and communicate in all Or-
dinances with him, till thou haft tried
the laft Remedy, and that is to tell the
Church, i. e. the Sanhedfim, who in our
Saviour’s Time, were both Ecclefiaftical
and Civil Judges : Inform thofe of his
Mifcarriages, who have the Power of tlie
Keys committed unto them. And if he
hear not them neither, but {till perfift ob-
ftinately and refolvedly in his Sins, then
at laft let him be to thee as an Heathen Max
and a Pwblican 5 that is, after the Church
hath excommunicated, and caft him out
from the Aflembly, and Society of the
Faithful (for that is fuppofed in thofe
o . I Words,
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Words, if he hear not the Church, aad
will notobey their Sentence and Decree.)
But fuppofe I fhould tell the Church,
and yet the Offender is not cut off by a
due Execution of the Sentence of Ex-
communication, may I not then look
on him as an Heathen, and refufe Com-
munion with him ? B
- By no Means : For our Saviour in this
- Place bids us to account fuch a Man as
- an Heathen and Publican, on Suppofition
only of Church Cenfures pafs'd - upoa
him. And therefore he prefendy adds,
Ferfe 17. Let bim be to thee as an Heathen
Man and a Publicen 5 and, Verfe18. Verily,
I fay unto you, whatfoever ye fball bind ax
Earth, fball be bouzd in Heaven, i ¢. wiofe-
foever Sins ye fhall bind upon his Sout |
by the dreadful Sentence of Excommu-
nication, they fhall be bound upon his
Soul by the God of Heaven, and your
Deed fhall be ratified and confirmed by
+his Joftice. So then as long as he-com-
tinuesin the Church, o long thououghteft
to account him thy Brother, aad to com-
wmanicate with him in all Ordinances :
For though thouy oughteft to be bis Re-
"grover, yet thou art not appointed to be
is pudge, neither muft thou remove thy
~felf, becaufe perhaps thou canft not re-
move him. What fome Mens Opinion
I in
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in this Matter may be, I do not know,
but T am fure: this is -the Mind of Jefus
Chsift, and his exprefs Command. Now
thou who refufelt to come ta the boly
- Comntunion, becaufe perhaps there may
be fome fcanidalous Sinnér there, haft thou
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difcharged thy Duty firft towards him ?

Halt thoi rebuked him privately between
bim and thée ? Haft thou upon Contempt
of that private Admonition, rebuked himi
beforg fele@t Witnefles ? Haft thou upon
his continued Obftinacy, complained ta
Chuich of the Scandal and Offence
hath given thee ? If not, whofoever
be, I charge it upon thy Soul, and

r it to God his Judge, and thine,
dareft thou to feparate from the

~ nunion of the Church? How da-
telt thou contradi@ the.exprefs Order and

g more holy and riore pure for doing
pi: Is this Confcience ? Isthis Religion ?
Ins {trict Piety and Godlinefs > Let me
thee, it is a Piece of grofs Hypocrify
3d Pharifaical Pride to {eparate, becaufe
of their Sins, and yet never to reprove
 for their Sins. Never think by
8 Courfe tg efcape being a Partaker of
ir Guilt, If thiey profane this holy
fance; if they eat and drink Dam-

I2 of

fation to themfelves, thou art the Caufe

imand of Chrift, and think thy felf
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of ‘it, who oughteft after Admonition to
~ have accufed them, and art as much
polluted by it, as if thou hadft joined
with them ; yea, and more, fince another
Man’s Sins cannot pollute me, unlefs I
am defe@ive in mine own Duty. Thou
communicateft with them in their Guilt
and Sin, but only refufeft to communi-
cate with them in the Worfhip'and Ser-

vice of God. - ' I
But poffibly you - will fay, Tell the
Church. To what purpofe is that ?
When is it that we fee any cut off for
notorious and fcandalous Crimes ? It
may be for difobeying the Orders of the
Church in Point of Government and
Difcipline, fome few may undergo this
heavy Cenfure ; but fewer for tranfgref-
fing the Laws of God, and the great Pre-
cepts of Moral and Cbritian and Ho-
nefty. To this I anfwer ; o
Firft, ’Tis a grofs, though common
Miftake, to think, that Difobedience
againft the lawful Commands of Autho-
rity, is niot as heinous a Sin, as thofe
. open Pollutions which abound too much
in the World, and appear black and: ugly
to every Man’s Eye and Reafon: For fure
1 am it is as often, and as exprefly for-
bidden as any Sin whatfoever ; and thé
Confequences of it are of -more publick
4 - Mif-



the Two Sacraments. 117

Mifchief than thofe of other Sins which
may be more {candalous, but cannot be
more damning. ' SR
Secondly, .1 anf{wer, That never was
there, nor indeed can there be, either in
our Church, or any other Chiirch,
fhape the Government of it after what
Model you pleafe; any Perfon excommu-
nicated," but only upon the Account of
Contempt of its Authority. Let his
Crime be what it will in the firft Inftance,
yet it. cannot be for that, but only for
Difobedience that this dreadful Sentence
is.denounc’d againft any. For if the
Offender. fubmit and be penitent, there
needs no fuch Cenfure, fince itis appoint-
ed only to bring them to Repentance.
If he doth not fubmit either to the Trial
of the Caufe, or.the Satisfattion impo-
fed: In the firft Cafe there can be no
Judgment made concerning the Crime of
which he ftands accufed y in the fecond,
he is excommunicated, not becaufe his
Guilt is proved, but becaufe he obfti-
nately refufeth to give due Satisfattion
for it :"So. that in both it is merely Con-
tempt.and Difobedience that can involve -
any Perfon in this Cenfure. And this
holds - certainly and univerfally of all
the Churches of Chrift upon Earth, of
o Iz v whaky
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. whatfoever Denomination or Dif¢ipling
they be. '

But, Thirdly, 1f fo' few are exdommus-
picated, who are guilty of fcandalous
and flagitious Offences, I befeech you to
confider whether a great Part of this
Blame may not be laid upoi yaur {elves
for not doing your Duties in aéculihg
and conviting  them. Have: you ever
made any publick: Complaints agairift
pbitinate and incorrigible Sinners ¢that

- were pot heard and. accepted ? If not,
why do you agcufe the Church, towhich
you ought to accufe others ? But once
for all, let me {pedk it to you who aie
of this Parifh, that if any of you fhall
duly accufe any of thofe too few who
communicate with us of a fcandalous
Crime committed by him, and will un-

- dertake to prove and juftify his Accufa-
tion, I will here undertake not to admit

" fuch an one, until he hath given Satis-
faftion according to the Nature of his
Offence. =~ = L

But howfoever, {uppofe that all the
Officers of the Church were negligent in
their Duty, that can be no Excufe for

- not performing yours. If you do your,
Duty, ybu leave it upon their Con-
{cieaces, and have delivered your own
ouls. But in any Cafc you ought not

| ’ B
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to feparate from Communion with any
Church-Member °till he ceafeth to be a
Charch-Member, and is cut off by the
Sword of Excommunication. Then, and
not ‘till then, you may look upon him
as an Heathén Man, and a Publicant
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For wicked Mens communicating pollutes

the Ordinance only to themfelves, and not
to you. If they eat and drink nawor-
thily, they eat and drink Damwation to

themfelves, but not to the worthy Parta. .

kers. The Virtue and Efficacy of the Ordi-
nances comes not to you, through thofe

who are Communicants with youn, (for .

then indeed it might reccive a Taint
from their Pollution) but it comes im-
mediately from the Inftitution and Be-
nedidtion of Jefus Chrift: So that when
You have performed your Duty, you
may receive a pure Sacrament in the Af-
fembly, whereof fome may be impure
and defiled.

But here I know, Fleth and Blood will
tumultuate, and fay,This is theready Way
to run my Head into a Bee-hive. What
need I, that may live quietly by my
Neighbours, provoke their Enmity and
Hatred by turning Informer > For accu-
fing them will prove but a thanklefs and
atroublefome Office. Truly, I know no

Neceffity for it, befides the ftrict and ex-.
A :

4 prefs
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prefs Command of Jéfus Chrit. And

wilt thou be thought to value theParity
of his Ordinances, who" doft not value

- the Authority of his Commands. Tell

it the Church, is his Injun&ion ; and if
this be to be an Informer, know that the
Name is more honourable than is vuigar-
ly apprehended, and it is far better to

‘be an Informer than a Schifmatick.

:* But the great Place infifted on to in-

. validate all this that I have faid, is 1 Cor.

5. 11. But now I have written unto you, not to
keep Company s, if any Manthat is called a Bro-
ther be a Fornicator, or Covetous, or an Idolater,
or a Railer,or @ Drunkard, or an Extortioner,
with fuch an one, no not to eat. And from
this it is argued, that if I may not eat
common Bread with them, then much
lefs may I eat facred Bread with them at

the Lord’s Table.

- Iam forry I have f{o juft Occafion to

- retort the Argument againft their Practice.

For certainly if our diffenting Brethren
would exclude all Fornicators, and Rail-
ers, and Drunkards from their - Society,
their Sacraments would not be fuch ge-
neral Mufters as they are, but perhaps be
as thin as ours. But to pafs that by, 1

return a double Anfwer.
Firft, That we may well conceive the
Apoftle here giving Dire&tion to the whole
| . Church
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Church of the Corsmthians, what-Method
they fhould ufe towards thofe ‘who were
profligate and notorious Sinners 5 and he
bids them that they thould zot company,
mr eat with thew, i. c. that they. fhould
aft them. out -of the Church, not caft
themfelves out. - They fhould éxcommu-
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nicate them from the Body of the Faith-

fol ;. but not. that any of . them -thould
feparate from the Communion of holy
Ordinances before they were excommu-
nicated: This Senfe f{cems very fair and
full : For in the foregoing Part of the
Chapter, the Apoftle had given: them
in Charge, to caft out the inceftuons Per-
Jm, who was a notorious Example of
Wickednefs, and a great Scandal to theic
Church. Afterwards he fets down Rules
how they fhould demean theinfelves to<
wards others ‘who were likewife - guilty.
of known Crimes. ~ And thefe he -di-
ftinguitheth into twa Sorts ; thofe who
vifibly belonged to the World, and were
profefs’d Heathens 5 and thofe who be-+
longed to the vifible Church, and were
wicked Chriftians. . For.the former Sort,
he tells them, that they might civilly eat
with them, Verfe 9, '10. 1 wrote to you
in an Epiftle, not to company with Fornica-
tors 5 yet not altogether with the Fornicators
of this World, vr with the Covetons, or Ex-

, : tortioners,

/
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fortiomers, or ldolaters s for then muft yo
weeds go owt of the World. Tha
not that you wholly abfta
Converfe of Heathens, who
wicked ; for fince the greatel
World are Heathens, the |
Humane Life requires that
have Commerce and Dealing
But for :the other fort, the
lewd and wicked Chriftians, |
Company not § eat mot with an
# 4 Fornicator, or Covetons, or < .
. or the like : Account them as Heathens,
yea, worfe than Heathens, in as much
_ as they deny that Faith by their Pra-
- &ice, which they profefs with their
~ Mouths. The whole Scope of which.
feetns to be, that the Apoftle commands
them to deal with fuch as with the in-
cefinons Perforn, and that the Church ought
to cut them off by Excommunication 5 bat
not thatany Member of the Church fhoald
feparate from Communion with them in
the publick Ordinances, until that judicial
A& were pafs'd upon them. But,
Secondly, Moft likely it is, that when
the -Apo({le forbids us to eat with fuch,
he means only familiar Domeftical Eating,
and not Ecclefiaftical in the Participation
of the Lord's Supper, if fobe they be not
cut off by the Cenfure of Excommuni-
cation.
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cition. And that appears, beeaufe the
Apoftle forbids them fo to eat with wick-
ed Chriftiatis, as they might lawfally eat
with wicked and idolatrous Heathens.
I forbid net, faith he, 4l Converft with
Heatbens that never made Profe[fion of the
Fuith and Religion of Fefus Chrift : Bmt I

il gom to corparny with a Brother that
wolketh diforderly, yea, I world not beve yon
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§o mnch as to eat with fuch an ome. Now if

they might eat with profeffed Heathens,
but not with licentious Chriftians,I fuppofe
it will be evident to every one that hath
but Underflanding enough to name him

a Man, that this Eating here fpoken of,

was not Eating at the Sacrament, for
what had Heathens to do there, but only
of private, friendly, and familiar Eating 2

But ftill it may be, and it is urged,
that if - we may not eat with them civill
at their own Table, much lefs then may
we eat with them religioufly at God’s,
To this I an{wer, ,,

Firft, That we have now the fame Li-
berty allowed for our Converfe with
wicked Chriftians, asthe Apoftle granted
for converfe with wicked Heathens; or
clfe truly, as he faith, We muft needs go
out of the Warld : And therefore the Cir-
sumftances of Times being fomuch alter'd,
we may lawfully eat and convcrfa;vith

' them,
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* Calvin.
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non
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I

them, fince in many-Places there are few.
others to converfe with.

Secondly, 1 anfwer, it doth not at all fol-
low, that if I may not eat familiarly
with aloofe Chriftian, therefore Imay not
eat {acramentally with him 3 for the one
is of mere Choice, the other is my ne-
eeffary Duty till he be caft out of the
Church. * I may chufe my Acquain-
rance and familiar Friend with whom to
converfe : 'And if I chufe thofe who are
wicked and ungodly, I then fin, be-
canfe I fhew I havea Delight in vain Per-
fons. But I cannot chufe Church-Mem:
bers, nor fay I will communicate with
this Man, and not with this ’till one of
them be cut off from the Body of Chrift
by Excommunication, unlefs I intend to
make a Rent and a Schifm 5 which certain-
ly they do, who depart from the Com:
munion of the Church upon {uch a Pre-
tence. . A :
This, I think, may be fufficient in an-
{wer to'the Third great Objection, That it
is unlawfal to partake with us of the
Lord’s Supper, becaufe fometimes wicked
Men are admitted unto it. For befides, that
our Saviour himfelf admitted Fudas,whom
he calls a Devil 5 and that the Congre-
gations of the Schi{m are not fo perfectly
purep bug that we may, without Breaqlz

: o
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of Charity, tell them, All are not Saints
whome they admit : Befides this, if you
know any fcandalous Perfons among us,
'tis your own Fault  they are admitted 5
and will you-leave off that which is your
Duty, for not doing your Duty ? If
when you have doneyour Duty, yet they
are ftill retained, the Fault ceafeth to be
yours, and lies upon them whofe Care
it ought to be to exclude fuch ; nordoth *
your Communion in that Cafe pbHute
the Ordinance to you. We are not to
cat with theh after they are cit off by
the Cenfures of the Church ; biat we may
eat with them whilft they continueMem-
bers of the Church, although perhaps it
may- be the Sin of others to retain them.
Fourthly, and Laftly, Some may think it
unlawful to communicate with ‘us, -be-
caufe of the Scandal and Offence that
thereby will be given to weak Brethren.
Though they have no fuch great Doubts
nor Scruples in thémfelves' that fhould
deter them from coming, yet they are
afraid’ of that Woe which Chtift hath
denounced againft thofe who offend any
of the Little Ones, -+ ' - "
To this I anfwer only in brief, That if
we are once fully fatisfied in our Con-
fciences that it is our Duty, we ought
npt to take any Notice at all of the ?en-
fures
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fures and Ofienees of the whole Weorld i
Yea, tho’ the Offence they take fhouid
not be only an Offence of Contriftation,
and caufe Sorsow in them when they feé
us dp that which is contrary. to their pre-
fent. Judgment : . But though it fhould
prove an Occafion of Sin unto them, yet
we ought not to forbear it, nor to fin
our felves to keep othess from finning:
- For as we maft not do Evil out of Hope
that Good may come thereby, fo neither
muft we forbear what is Good out of
Fear that Evil may enfue thereupon:
When we approve our felves to God and
our own Confciences, we ought not to
value the Cenfures of others who deery
our Daties, nor nnt our felves out of
the Way of om ance, 1
out of their groutuicid Offer
will be offended at my d
Duty, let them be offended
fhall be my Comfort, that i
their good Word, yet I
gOOd WOl'd of mincown COI.H\;-I\?II\.U, auw
at hatt the ’;ood Word of my Ged, with
an Ewge, Well dene, good and fuitbful Ser-
vant 3 and then let all the Men in the
Vgorld thiak and fpeak what they will
Q me ' SN

And
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And thus I have gone through thofe
four grand Obje@ions that ufually keep
Men oft from participating of the holy
Ordinance of the Lord’s Swpper, and hope
I bave anfwered them fatisfalorily.

Nothing now remains but eameﬁ}y to
befeech you, for the Lord Chrift’s fake,
who offers that Flefs and Bloed to you
which he offered upon the Crofs to his
Father, that you would no longer con-
- tent your felves in your Separation, but
come unanimoufly with us to receive that
Blood by which both you, and we, hope
to be faved. And let not fome little
Circumftances (which yet you feec how
defenfible they are, and how hard to be
gain-faid by Scripture or Reafon) make
you fly oft from fo fubftantial and ne-
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ceflary a Duty as this is. ' Certainly it

fhews, that we have but little Spiritual
Hunger and Thirft, if we cannot endure

wholefome Food, though it be not in .

every Particular drefsd as we could
fancy.

THE
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