~OF THE'

 Laft Judgment.

2 Cor. v. 10,

. For we muft all appear before the Fudg-
ment-Seat of CuRisT, that every one
may receive the things done in bis Bo-
dy, according to that be bath dons, whe-
ther it be good or bad. - |

DovusT not, bt at the

reading of thefe Words;

fome may be :ftruck

with Terror, and fome

affe&ted with Prejudice.

Some,. t0 think how

. dreadful, others, how

common a Truth I am now about te
treat of.

ComMMoN Doérines are like coma
mon Mercies ; the moft ufeful, and yet
the moft flighted. What more neceflary
than the common Air, and Light? And
yet, becaufe Gop hath made no Diftin-
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&ion in His Diftribudion of thefe, buta _
Beggar may breathe as pure Air, and
fee as clear Light, as a Prince; therefore
are they defpifed, and accounted rather
a Debt of Nature, than an Effe& of Mer-
cy : That alone is .efteemed Great, and
bears a Value, which but a few enjoy.
Now, though this be 2 moft abfurd Judg-
ment, which we pafs upon Go p’s Mer-
cies; yet are we altogether as abfurd
-and irrational, in judging of His Truths.
Sin%‘ular Notions, which but a few un~
derftand, and have not over-much of
Senfe, and, perhaps, but too much of
-Error-in them, are cried up by Men of
itching Ears,; and unftable Minds, as the
admired Truths of the Age.  That,is
grown - defpicable, which every-body
knows : And, as for thofe ftale and old{
. fathion’d Truths, of Death, and Judgs
- ment, Heaven, and Hell, Profeflors now-
adays, learnt them once in their Cate-
chifms, and, perhaps, never thought of
them fince. Thefe are fuch things, which,
while we reafon with them of; they al-
ready know, yea, and I believe, fome,
with Felix, may tremble at them too.
And {o, what from thofe who defpife
them, becaufe common, and thofe that
hate them, becaufe dreadful ; it is the
hardeft Matter in the World, for fuch .
: Q. Doctrines
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Doétrintes as thefe,' to fink elther into
Mens AffeGtions,or Attentionis. But, who-
ever you ate that read this, I befeech you,
think with youtfelves, what AffcGions it
would move, fhould you now hear the
Sound of the laft Trump ; fhould you
feel the Dead, that lie here buried, begin
to ftit, and heave under you; fhould
you fee hete ‘a° Tomb-flone - removed,
there 2 Grave thrown open; here a
Head, and there an Arm; here one
Limb, and there ‘another, thruft out of
the Earth ; the Throng and Mulsitude of
fome already rifen, fome juft rifing, and
all haftning to Judgment., Would not
fuch a. Spe@acle as this, fright you into
more ferious Thoughts, than perhaps the

“In6ft of you hive, even when you are
- in G o p’s Prefence?” What Secutity have
1 for:my Soul? what Intereft in my Sa-
viour ? what Account can I give unto
my Judge 2 Oh! what Sentence fhall I
hear by and by, prodounced upon me?
Thus, would you" all, with amazed and
tremibling Hearts, expeé the Iffue of that
greatand terrible ba’y of the Lorp, which
now you put far away from yeu; -and,
it may be, much farther in your own
Theughts, than G o p hath done in His De-
crees. Well, Sirs, ftir up the fame Affeti-
onsnow : You will not be muchdeceived,

* . . . ir‘
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if you think you hear and fee thefe things
grcfcnt before you this Hour. There are
ut 2 few Years, that make a Difference
between whar is,and what fhall be:” And
when they are - firuck off, Death, and
%udgmem, and Eternity, are really pre-

- fens with you, as really .prefent, as the -
shings you hehold with your Eyes.
Lould we but keep that Sound always
in our Ears, which S. Ferome witnefeth,
was always loud in his, Swrgite mory
tui, &c. . Arife, ye Dead, and: come away to
Fudgmept : The Judgeisfet, the Booksare
-opening; Doom is paffing: How would
this nip all our carnal Jollity, and chil-
dith Pride, and make us careful to im=-
rove that Time, to employ thofe Ta-
lents, ta regulate thofe Thoughts, thofe
Difcourfes, thofe A&ions, for which we
mutt, thortly, give fo narrow an Account
10 a moft frict and impartial Judgee-:
Tuis Apprehenfion, the Apoftle tells
as, was it, g%at made him both fo earneft
in prefling the Exercife of Holinefs upon
others, and fo laborious in the Praitice
" of it himfelf, .
. Toucning others, hetells us, ver.11..
Kuowing thefe Tervors of the Lord, we
v%fuade Men. Touching himfelf, ver.g.
We labour, that, whether prefent or abfevt,
e may be accepted of Go, So to pleafe:
- ’ Q.2 Him
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Hiii by Holinefs and Obedience, that,
-whether in our Voyage, or in odr Haven,
whether in this World, or the next, we
may be loved by Him, and accepted. And,
‘why all this Care and Circum{pection ¢
Why fhould this be the End of all- his
A&ions, and the only thingin the World
he refolvesto'mind? Yes, there is good
Reafon for it¢ Shortly we muft be judged -
by Him; and, therefore, it is but need=
fal to ftudy now to pleafe Him: We
muft all appear before the Fudgment-Sear
of CHR1ST, fo receive according to whas
‘we have done, whetber it be good or bad. .
"IN handling this moft awful and tre=
‘mendous Point of Religion, I fhall not
anfwer thofe nice and uncertain Quefti-
ons; Where is the Place? or, When
“fhall be the Time of this great Judgment 2
Neither of thefe hath Gobp clearly revea-
led in His Word. As for the Place, the
Fews think, that this great and laft Af-

fize fhall be held in the Valley of Febgfe
- phat, near Ferufalem, acco:j’ing as they -
expound Foel iii. 2. Others, on the who
Surface of the Earth ; Others, in the Air,
from 1 Theff. iv. 17. where the Apoftle
fpeaks of our being taken up to. meer
Curistin the Air. And this, indeed,
- T judge to be the moft probable, bothbe-
caufe it is moft capacious to contain fo
- : o great’
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reat a Multitude, as all Nations, and
anguages, all Families, and Perfons, that
‘ever lived in ‘the World, amount unto:
And alfo, becaufe in the Refurre&tion,
Mens Bodies fhall become incorruptible,
and {piritaal, 1 Cor.xv. from ver. 42. to
er. 45. that is, they fhall be endowed
with refined and fpiritual Qualities, of
Impafibility, and Agility, whereby, pofs
fibly, they may move more freely in the
Alr, than now they do upon the Earth,
But thefe arc only Conjeftures. And, -
concerning the Uncertainty of the fame
Curist hath rold us, “Of that Day and
Hour (and it is as true, of that Month
~ and Year) knoweth no. Man ; no, not the
Angels of Heaven: but the Father only,
Matth, xxiv. 36. Nay, our Saviour tells
them, Mark xiii. 32. that He Himfelf
knew it not ; nor Men, nor Angels, no,
- ~not the Son : That is, As the Son of
+-Man He knew it not, but as He is the
*Son-of Gop, fo all things are knowg
" unto Him ; ﬁcing One in Effence, and
equzl in Knowledge with the Father.
HOMITTING, tiercforc thefe Uncer-
téntics; there is 3 thfOlCi Day of Judg,
ment : . The one Particular; The other
Vniveral. The one of the Soul only
¢fently:after Death: The other both of
,R‘i o e " &3 R Sou;l

e
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Sout and Body united together, ptcftntlg
after the Refurretion.
- Firft, There is a particolar Day o
Judginent, that follows immediately af- -
~ ter evety Man’s Death. There is no fuch
thmg as a natural State of the Soul; a2 °
State wherein it is neither Happy, not
Miferable ; a State of Stimber, wherein
(4 foire Men dreain) it {leeps away the
Timé untit the R without
Senfe' either of Piin or Comtort. We
#now, (faith the Apottle) that if this eath-
HOu be di ol'ved tha is, asfoon as it
xs diffolved, we bave an Hou]é eternal in
the Hea'oem i Cor.v.1. And that which
is a con and démontftrative Argu-
nient, the aportle; Phil. i. 23. defires to -
depart bence, and to be with CHR1sT.
Should lus Soul have been kept from
Curist till thelaft Day of Judgment;
what Reafoh ‘Was there for him to defire
Death ; ‘finice his very Defire of Death
was only for this End, that his Soul -
might the foonér enjoy CurisT. For, .
if his Soul mufthave flept with his Bo-
dy til] the Refurrecion, whether he had
died foohér ot Tater, or not died at all,
but lived to the very End of the World
it had betn allone, as to his En)oyment
of CHiisT. S0 the Wife-Man alfo,
Ecclzf. xii. 7. The Dift, thatis, the Bo

¥
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Joall résarn to the Eavth; and-the Spivis,
that is; the Soul, ﬂrqll} return 30 Gap,
awho gave.it. It thall eturn to Him, shat
{o it may:receive its Semtence fromﬁimf;
gither .a Sentence of Abf{olation, @ccors
ding to .our Faith and Obedichet; -or
of Corddemnation; according to enr: Uge
belief and Impenitence. . We. are’ apt to
look upon the Day of Judgment as afar
off ; ; fome Hundreds, or, it may be, Thoud«
fands of Years hence, and think: it will
never overtake us. - Beit fo: Yet; cers
‘tainly, thy Day of Judgment is near at
hand; and what Relief 1s it, that the Laft
‘Day fhall not be: till. fome Hundreds of
Years hence, if yet thy Soul muft lie ia
Hell all thofe Years, under infup&)mble
‘Torments? How ‘we, but that
-Death may be now. sriking ns; the
‘Worms may be nowexpetting us, our
-Bell may be now tolling, our Grave:pow
digging ? Howlfoever, doubtle(s thefe
.things will fhortly be.-: Shortly, we fhall
ll breathe our Laft, and give that,Gafp
-that will difcharge wour. Souls. from: our
Bodies : And then.is our Judgment-Day.
.And, Oh! what firange Difcaverjes wl
that Jaft Moment make !.. .We fhall there
Afee, what we have heard, and believed, of
:Eterpity here. Sentence will be inftant-
\ly pronoun¢’d, while the Soul is as yet
3 ' Q4 warm
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warm from the Body; and, accordingly,
cither Angels wing it away into Abra-
bam’s Bofom, to Heaven, the Seat of eter-
nal Joy; er Devils, who are prefent a-
bout Sick-beds, watching for tﬁcir Prey,
drag it down to eternal Torments. And,
according to the Sentence pafs’d upon
every Soul in this.particular Judgment,
. fo fhall they have the Foretaftes, andiBfe
" fays, cither of Happinefs, or Mifety,iin
which the whole Man, both Soul and Bo-
dy, muft abide for ever. This is the Firft
Judgmcnt-DaK.' o D Ret A2+
-Secondly,: There is an Univerfal Judg-
ment : And this is to begin prefently
aftér the Refurre@ion. The former Judg-
ment~ proceeded according as Deaf)
Gonp's grim Serjeant, arrefted fuch an
fuch a particular Soul, and brought it be-
fore Him. Bur here, all that ever have
- been, or fhall be jn the World, fhall, to-
gether; ftand before Curist's Tribu-
nal, to receive their Doom: ‘And that,
‘not only naked Souls; but Soul and‘Bo.-
“dy united; - There is but one time that
Heaven and Hell fhall beé quite empty of
Souls ; and that is; at the Refurre&ion.
For, before G o proceeds to. Judgment,
He will firft fer the Gates of Heaven and
Hell wide open, and fend out-the whole
Multitude -of Sotuls, each 30 find jts own
Lde T S : BOd.y.
Y
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Body. One meets it with Joy, and Em-
braces : The other with Curfes. It cur-
feth itfelf : It carfeth thofe Members in-
to which it muft now again enter ; thofe

. Members, which were once Inftruments
of Sin, and muft be always Partners with
it in Torments. Both Rightgouns, and
Wicked, all alike, muft appear in their
Bodies. And though they do, before-
hand, know th_cmﬁe%ves to be either ac-
quitted, or condemned; yet this is the
tume for the {folemn and confpicuous Pro-
nouncing of the Sentence, and Diftribu-
tion of Rewards. It is remarkable, That

the Scriptures do point out that great

D:?' to us, as the Time wherein Mercy
and Forgivenefs, Reft and Refrefhing, Joy

and Gladnefs, Redemption and Salva-
tion, Rewards and Crowns, fhall be be-

ftowed upon Gop’s Children: And,on
the contrary, Wrath, and Deftruttion, and
everlafting Vengeance, fhall be executed
upon the Wicked. Not to heap up Pla-

ces, fee both of thefe, © Thef. 1. 6, 7.

At is a righteous thing with Goo, to re-
compenfe Tribulgtion 3o them which trou-
ble you : And, to yox which are troubled,
Reft with us. But, when muft this two-

fold Recompence be madg? W hen the

Lord Jesvus (faith the Apofile) fhall be

1reyealed from Heaven, with his mighty

A * Angels,
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- Angels; in flaming Fire, . taking .-Pen-
Zeance upon them that know . not GV

nor obey the Gof{lel of our Lerd ] ESUS

ske Xiv. 14. "I'bou foale

ut the Refurrection of the

ot before? Yes, as foornt

‘=< rne oyl parts from the Body, it re=-

:s-its Recompence. But, becaufe the

t and folemn Time of Retribution is

‘of Judgmene, when Gop will

mamfe Hxsl]v} ice to all the World,

Angels and Men ; - therefore, the Scri-

ptures afcribe Rewards and Punifhments
to this Day.

Now, in farther trmtmg on this Sub-
je&t, 1 fhall mﬁﬁ “upon thefe gcneral
Heads.

LI suace fhew the Certainty ofa,
future Judgment ~

IL-'Wno it is that is appomted thcn
to be the Judge.

1L Who fhall be Affeffors on the
Bench,; and Affiftants in the Judgment.
CIV.IsmALL endeavour to fet forth
the Apparatus, the Manrier and Methoc}
of the whole Tranfacion.

V. va. w who they are that’ ﬂaail be

)ud‘g |
WHA T they thall be judged for ;
and what Account they muft give. %

CHRrIST.

VIL A c-
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VII. AccorpiING to what Law they
fhall be judged. . R
VIIL T Witheffes dat fhatl sppear
~ againft them.

IX. Tut Pleas and Excufes that the
Accufed will then miake for thernfelves;
and the Invalidity of them.

- Xi Laflly, THe Proportioning of the
Sentence, according to what hath been
here done in the Body, whether good,
or bad. oo
. L I suare begin with the Firft,
That there fhall be a2 Judgment to come,
is both certain and necefflary. Thiis great
and terrible Day of the Lokp will come,
and will not tarry.: Go v’s Hand is con-
tinually turning over our Days, and
Years, like the Leaves of 2 Book. There
is fomething written on every one of
them. The laft is coming; and that,
like the Index, or Table, muft give Ac-
‘count of all the reft. - There muft be a Laft
Day, as there was a Firft : And this Laft
Day will bring to publick View and
Krowledge, whatfoever hath been done
all the Days the World hath ftood.  This
is clear, both from Scripture-Evidence,
and likewife from rational Grounds and
Arguments. The Scripture is bath plen-
tiful and exprefs, that there thall ‘b fuch
a general, fuch a folemn and dreadful
. ' . T Il Jﬂdg-
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Judgment. We have a full Defcription
iven of it by our Saviour, Matth.xxv.3 1.
%’be Son of Man fhall fit upon his T brone
of Glory, attended with Angels ; all Na-
tions flanding before him, whom be will
[eparate, [ome on bis Right Hand to ever,
lafting i.ife, and {gme on bis Left Hand -
to unquerichable Fire. So Luke viii. z’k
There is nothing bid, which fhall -not
revealed : And when fevealed, but in
that Day when Goo fball judge the Se-
cret;olgMen,by Jesus Curist? As
it is, Rom. ii. 16. {o in the 14. and 15.
Verfes of Fude, Enoch the Seventh from
" Adam, prophefyed, [aying, Behold, the
Loxrvp cometh with Ten thoufands of bis
Saints, to execute Fudgment upon all :
And many other Places, too long and'
numerous to be here related. And; bex -
fides Scripture, Reafon alfo itftlf. doth
clearly fhew, that there fhall be a fu~
ture Judgment, in which Go p will ren~
der to every Man according to their”
Works. = - I ¢
1. TH1s appears from the accufing or
excufing Office of Conicience.  Whence
proceeds that Regret, thofe Gnawings;*
.and Stingings of Confcience, for Sin, that
fometimes the very worft of Men feel 2 -
put that every Man.doth, as it were, na-
surally prefags, thas therg fhall be 3 l}a;;. ,
' ’ . - N 9.{
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of Judgment, wherein thofe finful A&i-

they punifh’d for them? Even the Con-
{ciences of Heathens themfelves, that ne-
ver.had the Light of the Scripture, tore-
veal to them the Judgment of the Laft
Day, would witnefs againft them, dif-
quiet, and trouble them, when they fin-
ned againft their natural Light. T heir
-Confetence would bear witnefs, and their
T houghts accufe, or elfe excuj:'- them, as
the Apoftle fpeaks, Rom. ii. 15." Now,
what was it that could tréuble their Con-
{ciences, but only fome fecret Hints, and
obfcure, Notions, of a Judgment, and
Wrathtocome. We find them all ftrong-
z poflefs’d with the Apprehenfions of a

ture State, in.proportion to their pre-
“fent Ations. Hence their Baratbrum,
-and  Elyfium, their Hell, and Paradife :
Hence their Three fevere and impartial
Judges:: Hence their ftranige invented
Panifhments, bearing a Correfpondence

237

‘ons fhall be brought to an Account, and -

10 the Crimes of thofe who were faidto . -

undergo them : Which, though they were
- but the Ficions of their Poets, yet the
very Confent of Nature, and of Nations,
di@ated, that there were Torments to be
fuftered, according to the Sins here com-
~ mjtted.  The very Workings of na(t:ural

on-
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Con{cience, therefore, firongly prove, thae
. chere fhall be a Judgment.
2. TH1s too may be evidently pro-
ved, from the Equity and Juftice of
@G o p’s Mature, compared with the feem~
i{;gly ftrange, and unequal Difpenfations
of His Providence. *Juftice abligeth to
do Good to thofe that-are good, and to
infli& Evil upon thofe who areevil. Bur
yet, Rrovidence, in dhis Life, feems to di-
{penfe Affairs quite otherwife. Whatfo-
ever this World ‘calls Good, the Riches,
the Power; the Gl’o?r of it, are ufually
heaped upon wicked Men, who fwag-
ger and flaunt it heve, and fight againft
Gop with thofe very Weapons, which
He puts into their Hands. Whereas, ma-~
ny of thofe, who are truly holy, and the
fincere Servants .of Gou, are oftentimes
inch’d by Poverty, perfecuted ‘cauflef-
y, opprefs'd unjuftly, defpifed, and tram-
ed upon, by every ome who will buc .
take the Pains to do it. This is Gov’s
wfual Dealing and Method with Men, ia
this World. And, it fcemed fo unjuft,
and.unequal, that hereupon, alone, many
of the ancient Heatbens denied, shat the
‘World ‘was governed by Providence.
What ! can I think, that a jut Gop rules
the World, when 1 fee .a wicked Diver
feafting in Purple, carowfing off the Tea;z
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ovard, of their Works fball be given thom,
Ifa. iii. 1o, 11. This fhall be the Day,
wherein Gop will clear up the Equity
of His Juftice, in all the Inequality :of
‘His Providence. And what, then,are a
the fine and gay ‘things of this World 2
Believe it, a poor Saint, that hath on him
‘zhc Robc of Cumsrs ngh:coufneffl
wi

239
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will be found much better cloathed than
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who was ordained of Goo, ¥s be the
Fudge bosh of Quick and Dead.. 2 Tim,
iv. 1. I charge thee before Gop, and the
Lord Jesus Curist, whoe fhall judge
the Quick and the Dead. Afts xvil 31.
Go hath appointed a Day, wherein be
will judge the World by the Man whoms
be bath ordained. ‘ :
.. Axp, if CurisT be ordained Judge,
then, . ' * -
1. WHAT Terror {peaks this to wic-
ked Men 2 Certainly, this muft needs
be a dark and gloomy Day to them.
Why, it is that Cur1st, whofe Laws
they have broken, whofe Love they have
flighted, whofe Blood they have {pile, -
nay, wl’“lofc Blood they have trampled
on, whofe Members they have maffacred
- and martyr'd ; that CHr1sT muft then
judge them. Whem they have contem-
ptuoufly refufed to be their King, and
Saviour, they fhall not be able -to' refufe
from being their Judge. And can you
then wonder, they fhould call for Rocks
and Hills to fall upon them, and hide
them from the Wrath of the Lamb? Rev.
vi. 15,16. Believe it, Rocks, and Hills,
the hardeft, and the heavieft things in Na-
ture, would be but a light Coverlet to
them, in comparifon with that Wrath

which fhall fic infupportably heavy on
. them
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them for ever, and fink them down to
the Bottom of Hell. CHRr1sT comes
how to you as’a Saviour, in 2 meek and
winnidg Manner ; He urgeth you, by all
the Arguments that Love and Pity cani
ufe: Bur if you refufe Him, His nexe
Coming will be as 2 Judge ;. and then
the Lamb, which offered Himfelf a $3-
crifice for you, will turn Lion, and fas
erifice. you to His Wrath and Juftice,
Now - the Voice of 2 Loving Saviour
galls Sipners to comie unto Him ; byt
thefc who will not come; the Voice 6f a
dreadful Judge will then bid them de-
‘pare from Him:  Depart from me, ye Cur=
ﬁ‘ into everlafting Fire, -
. 2. WHA T unfpeakable Conifort is this
%0 the Ghildret of Go b, that Curis ¥
fhall be their Judge! ThatCuxis?, in
- Whom they have believed; whom they
fave:loved, on whom they have trufted ¢
¥hit Guris?, who hath dearly loved
" dhem; and given His Life w0 redeem
shem, He fhiall judge them: And, dof¥
thou thirk, O believing Soul! that that
CHR1s7, who hath fhed His Blood to
Sagrihee; will ever {perid His Breath to -
dami thee 2 Will she Head exceute the
Members ? When the Devil brings in
his Accufatiorts; when Juftice calls for
¥engeance, then the Judge Himfelf will
P Rz . b

<



244

Of the Laft Fudgmenr.

be your Advocate. Curist Himfelf
‘will plead for you. The Law of ‘Grace
“is, W hofoever belicves, fhall not perifh, but
‘bave everlafting Life. Behold my Blood,
‘and their Faith. ‘The Law is fatisfied ;

‘the Inheritance is due. And, therefore,
Come, ye Blefled of my Father, inberit
‘the Kingdom prepared for you, from before

“the Foundations of the World.

III. ConsipER who thall be the AL

feflors, As in hunrane Judicatories, be-,

fides the Judge, there are the Juftices,
that, for the more Solemnity, fit on the

‘Bench with him: So in this Great and

Laft Affize, befides Car1sT, the Judge
both of Quick and Dead, there are His

" Affeffors on the Bench, His Affiftants in

the Judgment ; and they are the Saints,
1 Cor. vi. 2. Know ye not, that the Saints
Jhall judge the World 2 And, if the World
muft be judged by you, &c. So Fude,
ver. 14. T he Lorp cometh with Ten
thoufand of bis Saints to execute Fudg-
ment upon All.  They muft firft be judged
themfelves ; and then judge others. The
Bleffed and Joyful Sentence mutft firft be
pronounced uponthem ; and then,they,as
triumphant Members, be aflociated with
this glorious Head, in paffing a dreadful
and condemning Sentence upon all the

reft of the World, both Men and Devis. .

- s

1, Tuey
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1..Tuey fhall judge the very Devils
themfelves. Know ye not, that we fball
Judge. the Angels? faith the Apottle,
1 Cor.vi. 3. that is, thofe Angels that
kept not their Firft Station, but are refer-
ved in Chains of Darknefs, to the Fudgment
of the Great Day, Jude, ver. 6. Here is
the’ confummate Vi&ory of the Saints.
They ‘now fubdue the Devil as an Ene-
my ; then they fhall judge him as a:Ma- |
letator. - They fha]l be revenged upon 12
him, for all thofe horrid Injetions, vio-
Ient Temptations, black and defpairing
Apprehenfions, with which he continual-
ly molefts them. ' And, O! what excee~ -
ing Joy will it be, when thofe poor
. weak Saints, who were: here, on Earth,
in perpetual Dread of him, and Danger
from him, fhall fentence him to the fame
Damnation, that, by his Wiles and Power,_
he laboured ‘to bring them into. Now,
he ftrongly tempts ys to Sin; and, if he
prevail, he malicioufly accufeth us for
yielding; But this is our Happinefs, that
our Tempter, our Accufer, fhall néver be
our Judge, The Time of Recompence is.
coming; and then we fhall accafe this
great Accufer, and complain of all the
Wrongs and Injuries that he hath danc
ys : What blafphemous and atheiftical
Thoughts, what foolifh and hurtful Lufhs,
R3 ¢
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he hath ftir'd up in us, which were our
Trouble, and his Guile. And not only
fhall we thus accufe, and complain, but
lim too, condemn him to that
hofe Torments, which his very
of us will make far mgore ra-
» intolerable, for ever,

¥ 2, Tuey fhall judge all the Wicked
and Ungodly of the World. And, Oh!
what ftrange Amazement will feize all
Hearts on that Day, when a few poor,
defpifed Creatures, who were thought
na better of, than the Dung and Dregs of
Nature ; when thefe fhall fit in State, and
daune all the great and gallant Spirits of -
the World with a Frown, and damn
them with a Word! Believe it, Paul will
then make his {udge Felix tremble once
more at him. Let wicked Men {erioufly

gonfider of it; they muft appear fhiverin
before thofe Saints, whom they hate ang
fcorn pow. Pilate himfelf, who once
judged Curist, fhall) at this Day, be
iwim{elf judged before the meaneft Ser-
vant.of Curist. And it is fadly to be
feared, that the great and hengurable’
Nobles of the World, will there find but
few of their Peers to judge them. No;
G ap hath chofen the Mean things of this
World, to confound the Mighty; And
before thefe, all Perfons and Caufes muft
, o come, *
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spon towelve T bromes, judging the towelve.
Tribes of Urael. That is, they fhall ag
laft be judged according to that Do@rine-
you have preached to them, and taughs
among them: Yea, we muft diftinguifh
between CHR 158 T’s_,jud%nng asa Prophet,
and His judging as a King. CHRist
will both ways judge at the laft Day ; by
His Authority as a King, and by His Mi-
niftry as a Prophet: And therefore He
tells us, Fobn xii. 48. The Word that F
bawve [poken, tbe fame fhall judge them at
the laft Day: i, e, itfhall ri{e up in Judg--
ment againft them. So S. Paul, Rom. 1ii. |
16. Gop fhall judge the Hearts of Men"
b .l]r. sus CuR1sT according to my Go:
el, i.e. accordinﬁ to thofe Gofpel Truths
- that I have preached. Little do fecure
Sinners think, when they come to the Qg5 -
dinances put of meer Fafhion and Gps.
ftom, that they then hear that Word thag-
. muft determine their eternal State and
Condition. Believe it, that Werd which -
they ecither drowze away, or fcoff at, the
fame Ward of Truth muft judge them
at the laft Day, Never will there be fuch'.
a Repeating of Sermons, as then, Ser« -
mons heard many Years a-gone, ~and’
quite forgotten, -fhall then be called frefh .
to mind; and what the Minifter {pake.
weakly, perhaps, and faintly, COP.[‘-@%F
, wi
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wi then repeat'ih a Voice more loud-
and dréadful than: Thunder: - And,- Oh!
what a fad thing will it be for Minifters
to fee moft of their Flocks ftanding there

among the Goarts, to be called forth by,
- CHRIsT to witnefs againft {uch and
{uch of ‘their . Auditors? CurisTt will
bid us name the Texts, and repeat the
Sermons that brought home Convittions
and Terrors to their Confciences for thofe
Sins, which yet we could never perfuade
- them to- repent of, and forfake. = The
Drunkard, the Swearer, the Unclean,
Perfon, the Sabbath-Breaker, are Sinners
thick-fet in every Parith. Now, what
hquld we do? If we- rgprove them,
not; if we warn them not to flee from.
the Wrathto come; we bring their Blood-

n our own Heads, and deftroy our-,
elves : If we do threaten, and-exhort, and
" admonifh them, and they repent. not;
their Damnation will be {even-fold dee-
perin Hell, than' if they had never en-
joy’d Means nor Miniftry ; becaufe they,
ngw add Contempt of the Gofpel ta their
Beeach of the Law. It isa very fad thing; -
yet 1o it muft be, that Minifters muft
* ftand forth for the Condemnation of thofe,
for. whofe Salvation they have ftudied,
and. prayed, -and laboured to the very

wmoft. That is one Way how ;heS,,himﬁ_.
\ : 1a

.
\
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fhall judge the ‘World, wiz. by their .
. ‘Teaching and Doérine.

2. TuEY fhall judge the World by the
Example of their Lives and Converfati-
ons. Then, O Sinner! will be feen their
Faith, and thy Unbelief; their Repen-
tance, and thy Impenitence ; their Obe-"
dience, and thy Rebellions ; and the Good
in them fhall judge the Evil in thee; and
that’s the Reafon why wicked Men do fo
hate it. G o pwill on that day fet a Saint
againft a Sinner ; and how glorious will
the one appear? how ugly and loathfome.
the other? Both are alike by Nature ;
both may live under the fame Means of
Grace; and yet, he truly fearing Gonp,
thou a Defpifer of Gop; he a fincere
Profeflor of Holinefs, thou a bitter Hater
of it; he confcientious in all Duties that
concern both Gop and Man, thou a
Swearer, a Drunkard; a lewd prophane
Wretch, that neither fearet Goop, nor
regardeft Men: And therefore, he fhall’
be thy Judge. ' , '

- Nay, notonly the Examples of Saints,
but the Examples of thofe too, who have
been lefs yicious among wicked Men
themfelves, fhall rife up in Judgment
againft them, and condemn them. ‘The
moral Vertues of Heathens fhall ferve for
the Leffening of their own, and the Great-

- ning
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Farcues,
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Parents, or Children,  or Friends, or
neareft and deareft Relations. - S
AN p, if the Saints muft thys judge the
World ; then, . .
1. SEE here the miftaken Judgment
that the World paffeth upon them. * It:
counts them a Company of poor filly
- Souls, that have more Honefty, and lefs
Wit by half than nceds. Theyare jeered
and abufed, perfecuted, and- wronged
on all hands; and if any forbear them,
it is more out of Scorn than Love. Well,
be it {o, fhortly this jolly and frolick
World will find itfelf much miftaken,
when it fhall fee thefe defpifed ones ad~
vanced on the Bench as Affeffors with
CHRisT, and Princes and Potentates
ftand trembling atthe Bar as guilty Male-
fators. - ' -
2. MusT the Saints iudg;. the Weorld 2
how much, then, doth this behoove them
to be careful, that they do not committhe
fame Crimes themfelves, for which they <
muft hereafter judge othegs 2 This Confidex
ration fhould be exceeding effeGtual with -
all thofe, who pretend t,o%e Saints, and.
hope to judge the World, to exereife a
fingular Holinefs, and live quite ather-
wile than the World doth. And yet, who,
almoft, is there, that doth not hope to
be among the Judgcs at the laft Bay li
’ ’ As

A
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Ask the Drunkatd, or Swearer; ask the
prophaneft Wretch that domes.ta Chureh,
Do you hope to be faved 2. "To be faved!
God fOrbiQF clfe: Twere pity I fhould
live, if I had .nét Hopes to" be faved.
,And .canft thou, that teareft the Holy
Name of Gop. with fearful Oaths and
Curfes, think thyfelf a it Man to judge
Swearers ta Hell? -Canft thou, who hgta
teft fiwilling till Wine and Serong Drink
ipflame thee, .be fit to judge Drunkards
to:Hell 2 Canft: thou, who walloweft in
thy:Unicleannefs, 'be fit to fit with Gop
as a Judge upon Whoremongers and Adul»
. terers? Certainly, if fuch asthefe be the
Judges, who fhall be .the Guilty 2 The
Apale thought it a moft abfurd thing,
thatMen fhould pretend to teach the Law,
and yet tranfgrer'it, Rom, ii. 21. T ho
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thapteacheft another, teachef thou not thy-

i Thoy that :preacheft a-Man fhould

%

%ﬁm’,.doﬂ thouP/;eal? So may I fay,

- Thou that hopeft to.judge others, judgeft
thou: not thyfelf?: Thou that hopeft to
yudge Stealers and Lyars, and- Adulte-

_ ; and Blafphemers, and the whole -
%’ﬁ&nﬂ OfP, Sinners ; wilt thou fteal,
d 1

dye> and -eommit Adultery, and
blafpheme, and be as bad as the worft of
Men 2 : Certainly, fuch Hopes are utterly
in.vain; and, inftéad of beingJudges of
wr others,
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others; fuch Men fhall find dhemfelved
condemned and exeeuted Malefa&ors ag
that Day. And thus much coneernin
the third General ptopounded, who {hal%
be the Affiftants in the Judgment. *

- IV. Tue next. Gengral propounded;
was, to give a brief Deféription of the
Apparatus 5 the Manner arid Method of
the whole Tranfa&ion. And this indeed
fhall be unfpeakably Glorious and Maje-
ftick. Every Thing in it fhall be fo or=<
dered, as may make moft for the Terrorf
of the Wicked, and the Joy and Glory
of the Godly. N

1. Curist’s Coming to Judgment
fhall be fudden and unexpe&ed. The
World fhall be fecure, and think of no
fuch thing as a Day of Judgment. Every
one fhall be minding other Matters ; fom¢
their Trades, and {ome their Pleafures
and fome too fhall be finning, when the
laft Trumper fhall found to Judgment,
Oh! how fearfully will Men then be fur-~
prized! Some will be howling; and fome
praying ; and before they have fpokent
another Word, bechanged in 2 Moment,
in the Twinkling of an Eye; and then
away through the Air, to meet CHRISE
in the Clouds, For, there, = -

2. Suarr His Throne be feti, and
there fhall all Eyes behold Him, in tha#
g very
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very Body whith He affimed for us.
- 'Ag:r i. 1a. This [ame Jesus, which is
taken from you up into Heaven, fball fo
come, in like manner, as ye have [een bim

o into Heaven, His Firlt Coming, to
ave the World, was mean and eontem~
ptible : But His Second Coming, to judge
the World, fhall be with the greateft
Glory and Splendor that Heaven can
make. He fball fet out of Heaven with
a Shout, given by all the Hofts of Heaven,
1 Theﬂ'.’ iv.16. He fball come in Flaming
Fire, attended with bis Mighty Angels,
2 Thefl. i. 7, 8. And all this, to ftrike
Terror into the Hearts of wicked Men,
who fhall have fo great a Judge to con-
demn them ; and to fill the Hearts of
His own with Joy, whofhall have fo glo-
rious a Redeemer to fave them.

3+, H fhall fend forth His Angels, to

affemble all Nations and Perfons before
Him, Thefe are fuch Officers, as none
can refift, none can fly from. They will
come into the very Graves to you; throw
off your earthy Covering; dragout, and
drive all the Wicked of the Earth, though
losh and fruggling, by whole Herds,
unto the Judgment-Seat. And there, \
. 4 CHRisT fhall make a Separation
Bft!’vecn them. The Sheep, i. e. thofe
" who bhave heard His Voice, and been

T T obediens
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obedient to Him, the chief SHepherd of
their Souls, He will place, vifibly, on
His Right Hand, in a fele& Company;
by-themfelves. - The Goats, thofe that
have followed the Bent of their own
Lufts, and Wills, fhall be pounded iri
togetﬁer, on His Left Hahd. Both Com-=
panies expe@ the Paffing of the laft and
definitive Sentence upon them ; the one,
with infinite Joy and Exultation, the Sen=
tence of their Admiffion into eternal Hap-
pinefs; the other, with-inconceivable
Horror, the Sentence of eternal Wrath.
‘According to this different Sentence, fo
fhall: prefently follow its different Exe-
cution. The Reprobates thall be drivent

away by.Angels, and dragg’d away by

Devils ; . and whether they will, or no;
fhall be forced to Torments. The Ele&

~ fhall artend. upon CxrisT back agin,

who fhall enter into Heaven in the Head
of them, and, with Rejoicing, thew them
all to His Father, as the C‘hifdren, which
His cternal Love had given Him, and His
own Merits purchafed. C
. T HAVE not written thefe things to in
ftruct any, in what they are ignorant of.
1 fuppofe, all know thefe Firft Rudiments
of Truth. And it is a very fearful thing,
to confider, that fo many know the Day
of Judgment, {o certain, fo dreadful, as at
L ' : is
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ié‘heid f5ith to be, and' yet fo few pre-
vive ‘for it. Letus be perfuaded, there-
- foré, to live as ‘thofe who -muft ‘un-
(foubtcdly come to gudgment -and ‘give
‘an “Account of all they have done in the
Flefh': Otherwife, beheve it, our Know=
ledge of the. Day of ]’udgmeut and the
et Tranfactions thatfhall then be, will
t'thike that Day the more dreadful to
us, and our eternal Condemnation thc
_ mOre intoletable;’ -
M., Consiper’ the ' Univerfality of
ﬁﬁs Judgment. “We all (faith the Text)
“dppenr before ihe :}‘udgment-&at of
1rR1s¥. All W1thbut Ekcéptiofi; and
, ‘W’itﬂddt lehnéhod
0 ‘1." A‘vt muft appear, withotit the Ex-
ekpion or Exteniption of dfy, from the
\ ,’l'ryal of this GreatDay ; Rom. ii. 6, ;9,1 (R
G oo Wil sender 'to every Man dccordin,
Yo' bis Works : Tribulation, and An uz/hg
- iipow- cvpyy Soul of Man that doth Ewil ;

. ,a )

/ra
'R

wy, ‘and_Honour, npon Man
b&‘kbtb Good. biot Grcae‘t!:'teg;s nor
can privilege any ‘Man from
mh‘\S% nce oI;’ ‘the Judge; no- more
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m‘%ﬁ they - can from the -Arreft of

* Nay, though Decath feems' to
bé “as urﬁveffal as Life itfelf; W bt Man
#s thérethar liveth (faith the Pfalmz ‘and

- fodll win Jee Death? * Tt-mows down ‘all
I S beforc
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before it, and lays them in the: Duf}:
Yet Judgment is far more certain. and

" univerfal, than Death js. . The Apoftle tells
- us, 1.Cor.xv.5 1. That wesball notall flecp ; -
that is, opr Decath-fleep. At CHRIsT'S
laft Appearance, there fhall-be a2 World
full of Men, fome Trading, and fome
Sinning, as now ghey are. - None of thefe
fhall tafte of Death; but yet they muft alf

« undergo Judgment. . And, therefore, we
rchearfe #t as an Article of our Faith,

* That CurixsT fhall come to judge both
 she Quick (or Living) and the Dcad,: A}
fhall hear, and all muft obey, the-perem-
ptory Summons of the Laft Trump. Not

a Soul fhall then hide itfelf in the Crowd s
not a Body fhall skulk in the Grave : But

all muft appear. And, though our loofe
Duft be ,fc:ittergd }t:; ch; Foyr Winds of
Heaven ; yet, by the Almighty Power of
Gop, and the %mm;'y onghxtly ! cwzg
Duft fhall be pick'd wp; and rally'd. agafa
into the fame Body,.  Fhe Sea foall gapy
up the Dead, which are in:it 5 -dnd Dy
and the Qrave jl»qll debivet up the Deag
which are in them ; and pvery Meaw fogll
be judged according 1o their Works ;,;‘;pjlu;fq

have it defcribed, Rev, xx. 13.. Agd,.,
2. As all, withogt Exceptiony; {9.
without Diftinétion, muft.abide. the T
of this Great Day. ; G an will beinp W
W ¢ " gepter
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epter of Perfons: Whete the Caufe makes
~tc1?%iﬁ"erence" the Judge will iot: He

will as well hear what the Conftietices

of the Greateft can fay againft them; as

what .the Confciences of the Meaneft §

and give the Devil as free Liberty, to ac-

cufé, to drag away, atid damn Princes, as

Peafants 'I%ev. xX, 12. /@ faw the Dead,

both [mail and great, Bind before G o p.
“They all ftand: There’s none calls, Bting

& ’Seat here, for this Emperor, and that
King; - Make Room there. for this Nobles.
-man, and that Ge : Noj Great

ind Small, Noble aiid Contemptible, raft

all ftand huddied, in the fame eomiiioft

Crowd; together.  Indeed, thete fhall be

.no“fuch Diftinétion as Great and Small,
according to the worldly Preseminence:

‘There 'will appear great Sinners, atrd lefs ;

and‘great Saints, and lefs i But betweefs

ghear Perfons, and their Inferiors, that

4y will know no Difference ¢ All thall

diefé fhand upon the fame Level. High
akd Low; Young and Old, all muft alike
‘come to Judgment. No Reverence thall
sliere be ‘thewn to the Grey=Hairs of . att
old Siriher, nor any Pity to'the Crics of
ayoung. o
LT s miuft all appéar, withiour Ex=

slon, and without Diftin&tion, And

shat for thicfe Reafons: H
SET T T 84 10 ALl
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. 1. Apvpare;Guilty, and:allare Accu-
fad ; And, therefore, all muft be: jdged.
.Both Gon’s . Equity, and alfo the Cla-
“mours of - our great Accufer, requite is,
that not one guilty Perfon efcape Judg-
‘ment. Now, the whole World is (gmlty
_befare G op., 'Bven Infants. them{elves,
whofe Souls are but juft dipp’d into their
‘Bodies, yet thereby become Partakers of
Original Sin, Others grow up under in-
numerable aé¢tual: Provocations § every
.Day, and Hour, adding Sin to Sin, and
.Guik to Guilt., Ifhny might efcape this
“Tryal, it might feem moft* reafonable,
.that true Believers fhould, whofe Guile
is removed by Free Pardon and Juftifica-
- tion.. But though that Guile of/their Sins,
‘which expofeth; :and is.ordained -unto
Condemnation, be removed,; yet, becaufe
ahofe Sins, :which Gop hath pardoned
them, do for ever deferve Condemnation ;
| wh:cfl ‘Guilt, Remiffion, and Juftification
,cax} never take away ; therefore the Devil
will try the Suit with them; .and the
Great Day of Hearing. will: be the Day
of Judgment, wherein. All fhall.be im-
pléaded, and, therefore, all muft then ap-
pear to anfwer. BN
2.. At muft appear, becaufe, on this
Day, Go o intends; moft folemnly, to
manifeft the Riches of His Metcy on 7111
IR o the
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given me, 1 fliowld lofe nothing, bsst fhosld
raife it ?p at the Eaft Day. Curist
fhall raife them, that they may not be
loft. Indeed, Men were as good as loft,
if they were not to rife :ﬁain to Judg=
ment, - [t were almoft loft Labour, to
create them ; and more Lofs, to redeem
them; were it not, that the Judgment of
the Laft Day fhall fulfil Gap's Ends up-
on them; in glorifying His Love and

Mercy, ip the View, and to the Admi-

- ration, of the whole World, in the Sal-
vation of fome ; and His Juftice and Right-
toufnefs, in the Damnation of others.

As fure, therefore, as G o p hath not been

at Labour in vain, in making any one

Man in the World ; fo fure ?h‘all every

Man in the World come to Judg-

ment.

Hewer it is, that Believers ufually
afs through a fourfold Juftification, be-
fore they come to be perfetted in Glo-
ry.

1. Tur Firflt is a Juftification in Fore
- Drvino, in G o p’s own Breaft ; whereby
He doth, accqrding to His fecret Grace,
rdon their Sins, and accept them into

gvo.w, and untp Life eternal, -

2, Tue Ségond is a Juftifigation in
Foro Confciemtic, at the Bar of their own
(onfciences ; and that js, whep Gob's

Spirty
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faltor, is moft honoyred, when the Pags:
don is read in full and opgn Court., Here
now is a full Aflembly, .even the Affem-
bly of the erﬁ»lrs?. -, And, therefqee,
prefentlyupon the Death, of His Servants,
as foon as their Souls rvel:‘,lm,tﬁI Him, He
doth, for the glorifying of His Mercy,
and Free Grace, pronaunce. them Acquit-
ted, and Blefled, in the Audience of Saints
and Angels. But yet, neither is this.an
Affembly. full enpugh. There are vaft
Numbers of Sinners on Earth, and Wret--
ches.in Hell, .that know not what Tranfs
a&ions pafs above in Heaven. And, there-
fore, for the glorifying of Pardoning-
Mercy before them too, there fhall be,

4--A Fourtn Juftification, pra Tri-
bunali Chrifti, before thegudgmcntﬁga;
of CHrisT, at the Lat Day. -

N o w, as there is this fourfold Juftifica~
tion, fo shere is alfo proportionably a four-
fold Condemnation; and the laft is be-
fore the Tribunal of CHR1sTteo. Gop
will then affemble together, Angels ind
Devils, Saints and Sinpers, all the rdtio-
nal Creation ; that, before them, He may
reprefent His Mercy, and Juftice, in their
moft confpicupus glory. His Juftice, in
damning Sinners, according to their own
Merits; His Mercy, in faving His Ele,
_ o - agcording
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it is bue childifh to fin in fecret; as good
commit it on the Houfe<top, in the Face
of the Sun, in the Concourfe of People;
for, it Gop, and the Devil, and thine
own Conicience, know it, th¢ whole
World muft know it. Nay, the whole
World of Men, now living, are nothing, -
in compatifon withi the endlefs Num-
bers of thofe, who muft know thy greateft
and vileft Sins. . All that have cver lived
from the Foupdation of the World, or
fhall until the final Diffolution of it, fhant
hear the black Catalogue of thy Sins read
over, Sin by Sin. ' Yea, 'the very Sins of
thy Thoughts fhill be ripp’d up; at fuch
a time Blafphemy, at fuch a  time Mur.
der, at fucﬁ a’ time filthy Lufts. Oh!
whither wilt thou caufe thy Shame to go?2
where wilt thou hide thy Head? Think,
O Sinner ! how wilt thou be able to look
iip, when G o v thall read'gloud this long
Scrowl of thy Sins, in the Hearing of Pa-
triarchs, Prophets, and Apbftles, and all
the World, both of good dnd bad; wha

thall as diftin&ly fee the’cf“‘? though thou
wert the only Perfoni to be then judged;
and as thoroughly know thee, who thou
art, under what Education brought up,
under what Miniftry thou haft lived, what
Profeffion thou haft made, as though the
had always been converfant witl _lt]h‘eg
, ere
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~ have, that Gop is géori&d,- \As they

thall not grieve at the Damnation of their
deareft Friends, becaufe Gop’s Juftice is
glorified'in their Deftru&ion; {o neither

all they be dthamed at the publifhing of
their own Sins to all the World, - becaufe
the Mercy of Gop thall be thereby glo-
:liﬁed before all the World, in their Par-

on. - : .

_ 2. S1xNcE our Appearing at the Judg-

ment-Seat’ of CHris1 is fo Neceflary,
how much doth it concern us, to endea~
vour that it may be {loyful? And, how
may thisbe accomplifh’d, but, ‘

1. By labouring, in all things, to kee
a-good Conicience void of Offence, boy
towards G o, and towards Men ; fo to
walk, that our Hearts may ngver reproach
us while we live, nor our Confciences
condemn us when we die2 T his is our
Rejoicing, (faith the Apoftle) even the Te-
Simony of a, good Con]‘c’ie;zc',e; .2 Cor. i.'124
And, if this’ be our Rejoicing heré on
Eartl;, ‘this alfo will be our Joy and Glo-
ry atthe Great Day., -~ .

" But becaule there is no Man living fo,
perfect, but his own Confcience may ac-
cife him here, and will there bring in
Witnefs againlt ‘him, of many Sins hc
hath commiitted ; therefore, if we would
' T . appear

\

. /.'1:7 L
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appear with Joy at the Judgment-Seat;
let us, s P
3. LABOUR to procure an Intereft in:
CurisT, the Judge. Then, when thon
.-ftandeft at che great Bar, thou mayft
boldly throw out that.Challenge of the
Apottle, Wko. fhall .lay any thing to my
Charge? If the Devil; if thy own Con-
fcience anfwer, Yes, we can; we can lay
fuch and fuch Sins to thy Charge :- Yea,
-but it is CaryvsT that juftifics; who
fhall condemn me? His Merits, His
Righteoufnefs; are mine ; -and, therefore,
fo is the Glory purchafed by them. This
is that, which, when others fhall call for
Rocks and Hills to fall upon them, .and
to hide them from the Wrath of the Lamb,
‘will make us lift up our Heads with
Joy, knowing, that our Redemption ‘is
drawn nigh. N
.. THus you. have feen, who muft be
judged ; and that is, All Men. - Now, -
- 'VIL. CoNs1peR what'théy muft be
judged for, and: what Account they muft
give; and that is, for All things.. T hey
muft receive, faith the Text, accordingto
all they bavve done in the Body, whether it
be. good or-bad. But yct, neither ‘doth
this feem fully to comprehend the whole
Scope and Latitude of this Judgment.
T o v i o e Bt

‘g 1
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But they fhall be judged according w
‘Three things i
- 1. AccorpiNG to What theyhave :
-dene out of the Body.
" 2. AccorpiNe to what thcy hiave
bcm inthe Body.
- 3. ACCORDING t0 what they have
done in the Body. '
Now; becaufe moft of the Judgment
will be taken up in examining this laft;
therefore, the Apoftle, in the Text, men=
ttons only dhis ; though, iitdeed, we muft
alf er Account for the other two
o.

1. WE muft be judged for what we
have done out of the %ody I am far
from Origen’s Opinion, who fancy’d, that
the Souls of all Men were Exiftent, ‘and
did either merit, or demerit, long before
their Union to their Bodies. . Neither do
I think, we fhall ive Account for what*
our Souls do en thcsy are feparate

* from our Bodies, in the Space betweert

. the Day. of our Death, and the Day of

| ]udgment. For the Adtions of the Soul,

cither iti' Heavett, or. Hell; thall not- be
rewardable, but fhall be Pare of the Res
ward itfelf. As the Blafphemies of the
damned Souls, now in Hell, fhall not be
farther mﬂmblc becaufe they are ther¢
one Part of their Pumfhmcm 3 fo nc;ilh:}f

" ik
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vraucs and, Hallelnjahs of the
Bleffed Saints in Heaven, be farther re.
warded ; for thefe themfelves are Part
of their Reward. And yet, though our
were not Exiftent before they were
"' our Bodies ; -and, although we
ountable for what they do
S be parted from it;.
" unaergo Judgment, for waar
aonte out of the Body. You
What can thisbe? Indeed,
n; and thatis the very
that was evet com
van againft Gop.. This,
were donc fome thoufands of
_ yet the'Guile of it ftll paf-
opost us. Other Sins
py Commiffion ; this by
: wuners in.our Perfons ; this
entative. - And yet, for this,
we muft be anfwerable
.. As-CuRIsT's Satif~
imputed to-all Believers, who
" LOff«fpring, as theirs; and
d by them,-ar the Day
: S0 is Adam’s fisft Tranis
ted to all his natysal Off« °
» and it will be fo char-
at that Day.  The Gove-
engifles us to the Righteoul
x1sT, throwgh omr myftica
- Union



292 Ofthe Lafl Fudgment.
Unioh to Him By Faith. The Covenant
of Works-entails Adam’s Guilt upon us,
through our natural Union to him, as
‘our ‘Gommon - Parent; which gave him
Power to appear for us as our Federal
Head, and to oblige us to ftand, or fall,
according to the Terms of the Agree-
ment entred into with Gop, not only
for himfelf, but for all his Pofterity.
‘All the World, which is now fpread into
fo many thoufand Perfons and Families,
lay-all wrapp’d up together in his Loins ;
and when he lifted up his Hand, in Re-
bellion, againft Gop his Maker, he had
the whole World of Hands and Hearts
joining with him. Never was there any
‘Confpiracy agdinft Heaven, fo general
as that ¢ -%or in bim all finned, faith the
Apoftle, Rom.v.12. They were Siniér's
in him, beforc' they were Creatures in |
thenifelves. Such early Rebels were‘we
againft Gop, that we began to fin, when
we were fcarce any thing befides 'a'No-

* tion. -This is that which but few confi-
der, and fewer lament; and yet, 'this is
that we have done out of our Bocfiés;‘.for
which we muft givé an Account,’ Rom.
v.18. By thé Oﬁmcef of one,’” Fudginee
cante ‘upon all, to -Condemnation.. An
certainly, if ‘this one Sin"hath btouglit a
Judgment of Condempartion upbn all, fﬁ

) -
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' Now, ot never, mdy we have odr Na-
£ares renewed qur Hearts fan&xfy’d
Grace: 1mpL’mted Lufts fubdw’d; and
Heaven and Happmefs afccrtamed to us.
And yet, how many of us are therc,
whofe Lives are well nigh fpent, and yet

T s are not hithertor chanoed -
ath breeding in
and yet hive no
' ¢ir Hearts. Eternal Wo

G o p fnatch them hence in

regénerate State; for,

ﬁnds them in.
R T

Tudgment . pafs
defperate Madnefs, ana rouy e - wees
that by wretched Slorh and
ledts, and endlefs Délays put it to
Venfure whether Gop n0t
them thc very next Hour! Be
to pa[s a Judgment vpon y
on your State, before Go co
it What think you, whofe ™
Superfcription. do you bear 2 D6, vt be-
long to Gop, or to the Devil..
there a mxghty Change from an
Graee pafs'd upon you, or are’

‘he fame you were ? What
State? Is it a State of Spiritual
" and Spiritual Death? or are vou.
from Darknefs to Li...., ...
- Death to Life? I.Lﬁcn what fiy gotit
dearty
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teearts to this! Do they not geherally
fuggeft to you, that as yet you find no
fuch’ mighty Change wrought in you;
but yet you hope it may be wrought time
enough for your Salvation? S
[s not this the very Anfwer that many of
vonr Hearts give you ? And what! will

... Sentence of the dreadful
upon 1 a7 1t
2 and
be, that G
thee off, and fummon
old and finful State,
:nce upon thee, s
¢ then be found? Methinks, this
~ prevail with all of us, fince the
wdgment muft proceed according to the
" which Déath finds and leaves us ¢
our State be not now this mo-
chantg’d; Death may poffibly feize
it can be ¢hang’d: This, I fay,
revail with us to give neither
- ourfelves any Reft, till we are
Death ro Life, front the
t- datan unto Goo: It is then
[eek for Oil, when the Bride-
_is already come. Too late to
eall*and cry, Lord, Lord, open unto us
Wwhen the Door is already fhut. The -
Boor of Hope is for ever i{ut againft us,
#s foon as we enter into the Gates of
Death.



?76 Of the Laft Fadgmeny.

Death.. If Decathfind thee out of a State
of Grace, Judgment will certainly leave
thee in‘a State of Condemnation. - -
3. At muft be judg'd for what .they
have done in the Body, whether it be
good or bad. Nothing that hath been
done in the World, fhall always lie bu-
ried in Oblivion. As there fhall be a ge-
neral Refurre&tion of Men, fo there fhall
be a Refurre&ion of their A&ions. too.
"Then fhall be known the true and com=
plete Hiftory of the World. It is a na-~
tural and ftrong Defire we have.to be ac-
uainted with what hath been done in
the Ages paft before us; what great A-
&ions great Perfons have perform’d. At
this day, we fhall reccive punétual In-
formation, and hear every one relate him-
{elf the Story of his own Life. Here all
the hidden Myfterys of Iniquity will be
brought to Light. Thofe fecret Sins
which have been concealed from the Eyes
of Men,. fhall then be proclaimed aloud
in their Ears. We muft give Gop a
ftri¢t Account, and the whole World a
perfe&t Narrative of them all, Rom. xiv.
12. Every one of us fball give an Ac-
*count _of himfelf to Gop. And 1 Cor. iii,
13. Every Man's Work fball be made wa-
nifeft, for that Day fhall declare it. All
thg Wickednefles thag Men have brooded

o
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‘on, and hatch'd in the darkeft Vaults of
their own Hearts, oracted in the obfcureft
Secrecy,’ fhall be then made as manifeft,
as if they werc every one -of them writ-
ten on their Foreheads; with the Point of
a Sun-Beam. Here, on Earth, none
know fo much of us, -neither would we
they thould, as our own Confciences.
And yer, thofe great Secretaries; our own
Confciences, what thro’ Ignorance; or
Searednefs, overlook many Sins we com-
mit; which, at that Day, they fhall be
inform’d of. Bur our own Confciences
fhall'not know more -of us, than'all the
World' fhall, | For, .all ‘that hath been
done,  fhall-be brought into publick No-
tice, and we muft give a moft firict and
particular ‘Account of All. We muft
give an. Account for. All; but this Ac-
count will be moft dreadful and terrible,
when G a b comes to reckon with us up-
on thefe following Particulars.
. 1. Ws muft give an Account for all
the Sins we have committed, and not re-
pented of. There is not a Sin we com-
mit, but Gop fets it down in his Book
of Remg¢mbrance. * There they all ftand
written down in order under. every one
of our Names. Now, as we truly res
Pent of any Sin, fo Gop blots it out,
Alt, iii. 19. Repent, therefore, that your

: T 3 Sins
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Sins may be blotted aut, whén the Time of
Refrefoment foall come {rom the Prefence
of the Lord. Thatis, Repent, that fo at
. the Day of Judgment, the Great Debt-
Book may be found crofs’d and blotted,
and:not ope Sin Jegible againft you tq
your: Condemnation. But, Oh! What
Horrour will feize on impenitent Wret-
ches in that Day, when Ga p fhall open
the Debt-Book to them, and thew them
fo- many thoufand Sins ftanding all upon
Acgount, not one of them crofs’'d out;
not a Tear of their own ; nor fo much as
aDrop of Blood fram CxRr1sT, tomake
one Blot? It is eafy and ..';Oyﬁil to acr
gount for a crofs’d Debt; to fee, as true
Belicvers do, how much was once ows
ing,- and' how much is now paid for.
But, when wicked Men fhall fee: them-
felves chargeable with fo many thoufand
Talents, what clfe can they expe@, but
prefently to be caft into that Prifon,
whence they fhall not come forth, till
they haye paid the uttermoft Farthing. -
- 3. A's we muft account for Sins nog
repented of, fo for Dutys flightly and
hypocritically perform’d. - Indeed, a great
many {eem to provide againft this Dan.
ger. How is it poffible, they fhould give
an Account of their Dutys, who think
pot of what they fay, nor of what they

do,
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#ances and Means of Grace we have fat
unprofimbly under. Then it will be rec-
- kon’d up againft us, that at fuch a time,
we heard t ¢ Terrours of the Law de-
_pounced, and yet were not frighted by
-thems At fuch a time, the Mercy of the
Go[pel the All—Sufﬁctency and Willing-

T 4 nefs

279
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nefs of CurisT to fave us, dnd i&
were not affected byit. Nay, thefe very
Difcourfes of the Day of Judgment muit
at that day, be accounted for, ‘whether

‘you have been perfuaded by them," fo to

repare your Accoynts, that you imay
gc able to give them up with Joy, at this
great and térrible Day. - -7 -
- 4 Y ou muft reckon for every Talent
entrufted to you, whether you have hufs -
banded it for your L o r p’s Advantage.
G op affords you Means of Grace to re-
ceive Good, and He lenids you Talents to
do Good; and you muft give an Account
of the right Improving of both. It is
‘Authority and Power as a Magiftrate, that
G o p hath given thee ? -He will) at this
Day, eall thée to Account, how thou

haft ufed it; what - Vice thou haft fup-

prefs'd; whit Zeal thou haft thewn in re-
venging Go p’s Horour, upon daring and
impudent Mifcreants ; whether thou haft
punith’d the Wickednefs, not only of
poor, trembling Inferiours; butof proud
and’ potent Sinners, who make it their
Sport to ‘baffle Authority ; and as they
deny the Gop of Heaven, fo deride and

Jcorn the Gods of the Earth, G op will

call thée to Account, whether they have

. been a Terrour to thee, or thou to them ;

what Reformation thou hatt wrought in
o S the
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the'Plate where thou liveft ;- what €rimes,
Py:thy eewardly Connivance, thou haft
made thine own, and brought upon thine
Swn Soul. - Shall there a Drunkard ree
home unpunifh’d his Drunkennefs is thine,
Shall a- blafphemous Swearer rend and
teas "the'IHol[; Name of the Great Go b,
by his execrable Oaths and Curfes; -and
yte eféape; his-Oaths are thine, and all

is Curfes will fall heavy on thine- own
Head. - Shalt thou know of any abomi~
nable Lewdnefs and Filchinefs committed
within the Verge of -thy Power, and not
exeaqute Vengeance. for it; thou thyfelf
art Guilty of it, ~ Shalt thou khow any
who- prophane the Lorp’s ‘Day, and
‘thofe Holy Ordinances whiclt are there-
on cel¢brated; and not vindicate'the Hos
nour and Worthip of that Gop from
whom thou haft received thy. Authority 3
thou are thyfelf the Sabbath-Breaker, and
b;{ not reproving and punithing the Works
of Darknefs in” others, makeft thyfelf a
Partaker of them, as'the Apoftle fpeaks
Epbef. v. 11. For thefe Things the Great
Go will bring thee toa ftri¢t and par~
- ticular Account, and according as Mens
Anthority, and the Abufe of it, have been
she -greater, fo likewife fhall their Pu-
nifhment be in Hell ; and, that they may
not lofe of their Place and Dignity, {t}llle)I
JO7 SO O Tt et a : "
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fhall be preferred to the next in. Tor=
ments, to Belzebub, the Prince of the
Devils. - R

~ 1s it Wealth and Riches G o p hath en~
trufted you with? know, that thou art
but Gop’s Steward, and the Keeper of
His Purfe for the Poor and Needy. Thou
art miftaken, if thou lookeft upon what
thou haft to be thine own, and at thine
own Difpofe : No, it is only given thee
to employ for thy Mafter’s Advamtage,
and He will reckon with thee for every
Farthing of thy Eftate, whether fpent up.
on thy vain Pleafures, or in reﬁrdiiqﬁ tg¢
Bowels of His poor Saints and Members.
If, either- by thy Covetoufnefs, thou haft
dammed up, and flopt the Current of
Gop’s Bounty that hath flown in upon
thee, and kept it from overflowing upon
others alfo; or if thou haft mrned it a-
fide into wrong Channels, and haft pro~
fufely lavifh’d out that Plenty with which
Gop hath blefs’d thee, in Riot, Excefs,
and Debauchery, maintaining thy Lufts
at Gop’s Charge; be affured, that every
Penny of this ill-kept, or ill-fpent. E~
ftate, fhall, in this great Day of Judg-
ment, prove a Talent, but a Talent of
Lead, to fink thy Soul deep for ever, in
the Lake of Fire and Brimftone,

Ox



' Ofthe Laft Sudgment. 283



284  Of the Laft Judginent.
our Spiritual and eternal State and Con-
dition ; either it proves a Help or a
Hindrance to a Holy Life; either it u-

~ nites the Heart nearer unto Go p,, or elfe
alienates it more from Him. And what
Ufe we have made of every Providence,
will be one great Enquiry of this great
Day. Thou haft been delivered from
many Dangers, and from many Deaths;
Gop will examine, whether thou haft
given up thy Life to the Service of that
Gop, who hath refcu’d ir from the very
Brink of Deftru&ion, or look’d upon thy-
. felf as one deliver'd only to commit gr
greater Abominations than ever before.
Gop, it may be, hath laid fore and hea-
Ny Afflictions upon thee ; this Day muft
give Account, whether thou haft, with a
meek Spirit, patiently fubmitted to his
Vifitation; and, in the Calmnefs and Se-
renity of thy Soul, fatisfy’d thyfelf in
the infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs of
Gop: His Wif{dom, whereby He knows
what is beft for us; HisGoodnefs, where-
by He will do that to us, which He know-
eth ta be beft; or haft galled thy Shoul.
ders by ftriving with thy Yoke, vex’d and
roar’d like a wild Bull in a Net; fret-
ting and exafperating thyfelf againft Gop
anf Providence, and, in the Time of thy
Diftrefs, haft finn’d yet more againft Hxlxln
S \ ' Whe-

/
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Mhether, when Gop by H_isc[]udgm'cnts;
-hath plowed thee up; and made long Fur-
-rows upon thee, this. Plowing hath only
- made thee more rough, and uneaven, or
hath prepared thee to bring -forth the
‘Fruits og Righteoufnefs, unto the Praife
and Glory of Gop. This alfo will be
_ brought to Tryal at the Great Day of
Judgment.
. 6. W muft give an Account of the
Motions of the HorLy GuosT, and the
.Convi@ions of our own Coniciences
iwhether we have *cherift’d or fifled
‘them. And, affuredly, at that Day, Con-
fcience will be very mindful to inform
againft us in this Particular. How ma-
~my good Motions, and holy Purpofes,
‘and Refolutions, have we murdered in
their very Infancy? Our Hearts have
'been botl?: their Womb and Tomb; they
have been buricd in the fame Place,
.where they were conceived. 'When Con~
cience hath reproved us, how often have
-we ftopt its Mouth, and offer’d Vio-
Jence toit? Well! at this Day it will
-revenge itfelf, and givé in dreadful Ac-
- .cufations againft you, for not fuffering
-it.now to give you neceffary Reproof.
.Then it will fhew the bloody Wounds,
-and deep Gathes, “that all your wilful
Sins have madg in it; and depofe againtt
D . you,

28¢
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you, how often you have ftriven againft
the Strivings of Go p’s Spirit; how ofs
ten you have defperately rufh’d into thofe
Crimes, from which it would have with=
held you; and moft wretchlefly omitted
thofe Duties, of the Neceffity of which
. .you were fully convinced. And, fad
and dreadful will that Account be, which
we muft then give of all thofe holy Mo-
tions, which have been ftiled to Death
inus. And, = -

7. W e muft give an Accourt of thofe
numberlefs Sins of our Thoughts and
‘Words; which, as flight as we reckon
them, mufl pafs‘ under particular Exami-
‘nation, as well as the more obfervable
Actions of our Lives. Our Thoughts
claim now a Privilege of being exempted
from Man’s Judgment and Cenfure.
‘They lie hid in the inmoft Receffes and
Retirements of our Souls, whither ho
created Eye can reach to difcover them.
But at this Day, thofé¢ callow and uns
fledg’d Sins, thofe Lufts; which lie like
Beds of knottgd and crawling Serpents
in our Hearts, fhall be broug%t forth to
fee the Light : For theve is nothing co=
vered, which [ball not be revealed 5 and
hid, which fhall not be known, Matth. x.26.

*  Inthat Day, when Go b fball reveal the
‘Secrers of Men by Jisus GHR1s1, Rom.
e M. 16,
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#. ¥6:" Hypoerify, and fair Pretences, and
4 fmooth Life and Converfation, do of-
‘tenatimes put fuch a- Varnith upon a rot-
.. ten Heart, that we cannot now, with-
out Uncharltablencfs judge ill - of their
Though!s and Intenuons But, as it fares
“with “painted Faces, bring them ‘to the,
Fire, and their Paint and Dawbing. will
‘ﬂ&ri‘vler up, and fall off; So thefe formal
jpocrites, when Heaven and Earth thatl
) Bc 'al 6n a Flame about them, the {corch=
‘ Force of this great Fire wﬂl make all
Paint fall oi% and expofe the very
.Tﬁoughts of their Hearts, a naked, and
# ldathfome Spedtacle to the whole World,
Then 'we muft give an Aceount to Gop,
dor 'all’ thofe atheiftical, blafphemous,
Bloody, and unclean Thoughts, that have
bubbled up in our Hearts : What Enter-
tainment we have given them : Whether
‘we have, with Abhorrency and Detefta~
&M' caﬁ that Filth back in the Devil's
f&ce or, have fat brooding on thoft
~Clockatrice’s Eggs, and enjoyed thofe
bi‘us in Contemplation, which, for Shame,
o Outward Reftraints, we durlt not com-—
hit ‘in outward A&, Believe it, how
fond or favourdble foever we may be to~
Wiards thefe Firf<born of our Hearts,

287

-Yooking upon our Thoughts as thin aé-

b
3?1 thmgs and bue as Shadows caft by

0111'
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‘our Minds and' Fancies; yet, cémml)ly
in Gop’s Account, who is a Spirit, thefe
Apiritual Wickednefles are as; {ubftantial
(grimcs,- and folid Iniquities, as thofe o-
thers, which are branded with Infamy

- and Scandal among Men. And,
. 2. WE muft give an. Account for eves
* 'ry Word we have fpoken. What a dread-
ful Echo fhall we then hear, whetr all
our vain, rotten, upfavory Difcourfes;
fhall be repeated in our Ears, louder than
the Voice of Thunder? Itis a terrible
- Place, Matth. xii. 36. I [ay unto you, that
-every idle Word that Men fhall [peak, they.
Jhall give Account for it in the Day of
Judgment, An idle Word ; that 15, a
‘Word fpoken to no comimendable End,
nor Purpofe. Our vain, frothy, light
.and wanton Difcourfes, all our fuperflu:
-ous Tattle, every Word that might be
.better {pared than fpoken, fhall be rec:
kon’d fer at this great Day: How much
~ more, then, our filthy and rotten Conimus
nication, Oaths, and Curfes, and Blay
{phemies, Backbitings, Revilings,: and
-malicious Slanders, and fuch Speeches
as leave the very Soot of Hell in th¢
.Mouths that utter them 2 how much more
feverely fhall thefe be accounted for 3
Oh! whata juft and ftri& Gop have we
to deal with! And, how.deep have our
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' Plutarch
Ucibiadess

be was then bufy fudying, bow to give uﬁ
it

bis Ascounts to the State 5 Tell bim, fa
o U he,
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i

 that according wo.which He will régulate
His Juftice.” Now, that we may not, at
this. Great Duy, mifcarry in Point of
: T Law,
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)

what a fad thing is it, to confider, T

. !; W‘f"r w Mgﬂ- d‘uu ey 35 ': km;:
Salvation.. It .is mot. Want of:GHhesin
but the Evidence of Truth; which maleéy
us belicve, That not one of them ¢an, ini -
an ordimary Manner, be {aved. . Iay,.in-

an.ordinary Manmner, becanfe; whethes.

Gop hath not, or may not, in an-extra4

ordinar. way, reveal. Curist. to fome.

particular Per{ons amang them, is not for
us to determine.. 1 would, itwere morg:
probable; than it {feems to be. Bur, if:
Gonb. eds with: none of them. in this :
World, in any otlier than an ordinary.

way, certaifiit is, though fad, that when

He comes ta judge them, they muft be
all caft and condenmed. At iv. 124

There is Sakvation: in no other, but in.
Curist ; for, there is 80 other Name undes:
Heaven, given among:Men, whereby wé
muft be [aved. And, therefore, if CHR1sT:
hath not been made known to them b
Miracle, (which is too unlikely)
ment:muft fadly pafs againft them.

- R

incomparably the. greateft Part “of the.
Work{é
dorned with Vertues fearce ‘to be imita-
ted, . Grave, and Wife, and Learned, and
Temperate, and Publick -Spirited Hegy.
thens, muft,’ perhaps, all perifh, not haw,
"Ygfgg
et

‘many. of them. endow’d wdithi -
- Gifts to be admired, many of them g




Qf the Laft Fudgment; 297
vitrg the. ‘Gofpel; which alone can diico-
ver to them 21;: Way of Life and Salva~
| the )
UOD: NUW are- His:
fels, and His Ways paft “ *
Now, itappears clearly, that if Go o

will judge them to their ewn
Man 1s

more ¢orruptea Fall,, than his Un-
is; {o that

enough

t0 aiicover ta be our Duty, we have not
Will enough to perform. . There is no
meer Man in the, World, nor. ever was,
up to his Convi&ions.
And, t Heathens fhall be
tryed by. - < but the Light of
Reafofi, and the Law of Nature, yet this
to condemn them, -for not liv-
* ing amwerably to the Diétates thereof.
So the Apoftle, Rom. i. 20, 21. T bey are
without Excufe, becaufe when they
" Gop, they glorifyd Him not as 3o,
And ver. y2. Knowing tbe  Fudgment of
Gonb,, Tgat they wha commit fuch T bings
are worthy of Death, not only do the [ame.
but bave Pleafure in them that do-them.
1. T 11s may inform us what to judge,
as concerning their Salvation, fo concer-
ning their Condemnation, If they fhall

T an
v - .1“:
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nothc judged for -Unhetief, For waghss
& great gnlt;wlon ale Hldl:!&‘! ﬁ
gﬁﬁd, and:the Gofpel ven

- their Condemnation. e;?&vbe
much more ‘tolerable; than the (Doudem—
nation of unbelievin Cbnﬁmn&

faith our Saviour ? W, a2, N I bad
»ot comme and to shem, they bad aub
bad Sin. Al the Sins eommitt

r!lleHolmcfs of theLaw are as none i

rifon vmh !be gn:atSin of flighting ,
erc And, there-
fore we thatSo s andGumrrbw

for whofo monﬂrous Wickednefs, Gep
rained a Hell out of Heaven ltfélf‘ are
yet faid to be more tolerably pun xfh’J
than Bethfaida, and Cboramn and Caper-
naums, fhall be, as thDay ﬁm
Masth. xi. 23. Why! whatis

but only that Cmus'r preaeh’d- mh
to them, and wrougln Miracles ammg

an:l, and yet they repented, they bew

Jiev'd noe d This comes to judge, expé
them to 2 far more intoler le Coths
' ion_ than the vileand horrid Eufts
of 2 heachenith Sodom. Thou, Caper~
pawm, (fath our Saviour) which-art ex
;g;!m -Heéavew, Ball be brought dovwn re
: Lifted up- to-Meaven in Privﬂeges
and -thrown down to- el in Punifhe
ments, Believe it, whofoever goes down
po HeLl with, the Load of Church-Privie

]cgcs '
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confider’d, they have tramfgrefs’d it 5 in

‘Curis T, myftically confider'd, theyhave |
Falfild it, - And, Oh! what an urdpealh. |
'@ble Comfort will it be, when the Dew

fhall in that Great Day, when the 'Detl
fhall briftle up againt us, and accufe us
of many thoufand Sins, we may, undér
a Blefled Diftin&ion, give him the’'Lye'?
‘We are not Tranfgreffors, but Fulfilfers
of the Law. We have done what is re-
guire'd 3 for CHr1sT our Saviour hath

one it ; -and Crr1sT and we are Ones
Now, although, according to this Senfe,
Believers may ftand acquitted in Judg-
ment, even by the Law of Works ; ‘yet
the Scriprure.doth rather choofe to ex-
prefs the Tranfa&ions of that GreatDay,
to be according to the Law of Works,
or Faith ;- that is, according to the Tenor
of the Law, or Gofpel. - - .
. 1. TH1s is: the unfpeakable Comfort
‘of all true Believers, 1hat at this Great
Day, they fhall not be judged by.the Law
of Works, according to its lteral Senfé
but by the Gofpel. "The Tenor of the
Gofpel is, W hofoever believeth, fball be
faved. The Reafén of all'that Curist
hath done in the World, why He took

~upon Him the Form of a Servant, why
He underwent the Death of a Malefa~
§tor, lies cauch’d in this, That Believers
- mighy
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the Gio pof all Grace be :lcafedwwmk :
this precious Grace-of Faith in‘the weithi
out which; thow canft neither e
abr 'be w to Him ; ‘that fo. e
Blood of j sus wHRIsT may, in that
Great. Ds.y, be fouhd upon ‘:Zy
- for thy! Juftification ;' and not _
Head, for thy. Condemnation. ) ¢9e -}
VHEL Ix the' Eighrh Place, conﬁder
who fhall then appear; to accufe ‘and
witnefsagainft us. Men fhall- have a _
‘ .fad.rcn Tryal: before Crr1s1’s Tribunal,
: (iu& 1sT. Himfelf had before.Man’si
The Séripture: tellsus,” That many falfe
Witne[fes were ﬁcbom’d ‘0 accufe Hemte
And, it feems, their Rage againft Him,
made them forgct that. principal ‘Rule of
Lying, wiz. that it. be uniform and con-
gruous.: For it:is {aid; T hat thesr Witm
neffes agreed not tagetber. But when we'
come to Judgment, we fhall have no-
thing to except againft the undoubted.
Truth of the Witneffes ; yea, and thougly
they are of different. Interc{ls and Naw
tures, yet their Depofitions agamﬁ uﬂ
ihall pundually agree.
..Gop’s Knowledge fhall, at thtt
Day, give in clear and poﬁuve Evidence:
againft us. And this is fuch a Witnefs, -
as-nione, can fufpect or challenge wof:
Falihood He is yrwy o all we. dﬁ‘ Bt
or
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néi's appear, when Omnifcience itfelf fhall
be depefed againft them 2 When an alls
knowing Gonp fhall tife up to accufe
théem? Now.indeed, G o p forbears thein
fo lorg, till their Impunity votes againft
His Knowledge, 'and ‘perfuades them;
- that He fees them not, nor“takes -any
Notice-of what they do, - This is ufually
al:the ‘Thanks they retarn His Patience;
that becaufe He winks atthem, therefore
d!c({ ‘eoriclude: Him: blind.- -But  what
. faith Gop concerning thefe Men? Pfal. L.
a1, Thefe T hings thou bafi-done, and I
kept Silence ; thow thoughteft that I was-
altogether fuch a ome a5 thy[elf s Here-Man:
RN X pafleth

/
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a
Uy wuc uMu 1V @aunt and’aamp them,
as' when G o o the Judge fhall, from His
Throne, ateeft, that, upon his own Know=
Redge, all is Truth. They can expect no-
thing, but the Sentence of th'eﬂ]udge to
pronounce them Damned, who have thus
thie Knowledge of the Judge to'pronounce
therh Guilry: -
* 2. I is thé Knowledge ahd Teftimo-
ny of Him, who is Truth itfelf; and,
therefore, cannot be contradicted, or de--
nied. And whart can fave them, if Truth
itfelf fhall teftify againft them 2 Unlefs
that G oo, who is true in giving Wit~
- D SF nefs,
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nefs, inowape unjuft in giving Sentence,

- Whichisimpoffible : It is impoffible like-, )

wife;, that “thofe 'whom his” Knowledge

“doth accufe, his Juftice fhould acquit.

Think then, O Sinner! what will become
of thee, wl"nen thy Sins fhall be. teftified
to thy Face, not by ‘any falfe.or forged
Witnefs, but by the Truth of G o, for
whom it is impoffible either to lye, or
err 2 When His Truth fhall aver unto

_ His Juftice, that thou art Guilty, and both

Truth and Juftice confent together to
thy Condemnation? In 2 Kings v, 25.
Gehazi returns from cheating .of Naa-

man, and ftands very demurely before
" his Mafter : Whence comeft thou, Gehazi2

T by Servant went no whither. -No? faith
the Prophets Did not my Heart go with
thee ?  So, when Men fhall ftand before
the Great G oo, He will call to them

- Name; Sinner, What didft. thou [uch-a

Day, ‘and Hour, of thy Life? It will be.
then in vain, to make any lame Excufes.;.
in vain to fay, thy Servant did nothing.
No? Was not mine Eye upon thee2 Was,
not my Heart with. thee,. to obferve thy
Actions? Didft thou not, at fuch atime,
wrong’ thy Brothér, by bafe’ Fraud and.
Injuftice? at fuch a time; abufe thyfglf,
By Riot and Intemperance?’ at fuch-a,

time; blafpheme Me, by hellifh Qaths:

o _ ‘ .and
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Aand Catfes ? - Mén- may, pérhaps; chink
e fomewhit coéarfe and blunt with
them, to tell them of fuch Sins as thefe
are: ' But, T befeech -them to confider,
Jow didy will anfwer Gop, when He
fhall reckon up againft-them thefe, and
other like Sins, and accufe them of them
apoti His own Knowledge.. Here Mén
ftand #pon their own Reputation. Tell
2 iSuE; 1 ths gh he reels again, that he is
“dronk’s - or a Thief) that he ftéals; ora
Lyéer thathe lyes; and fireight, inaRage,
they - will bid you prove it. But, when
G o fhall,‘at the Laft Day, accufe thern
- af thefe Sins, it will be found Proof fuf- .
ficient, That He, who is Truth itfelf, thall
depofe'jtagainft them.- That's, therefore,
the Firft Witnefs, G op’sKnowledge.
«i28:Mens Confcientes alfo thall, in that
Day; bring in Accufations againft thém.
And, ifdeed, Confeience is not one Wit-
- mefs, but a thoufand: A whole Cloud of
Witnefles; and fuch Witnefles, as will
fpeak Truth too.. Now, poffibly, Mens
Confciences may be feared {o, as not'to
ak at all; or bribed fo, as to {peak no~
ing:but Flatteries, with Ahab’s Pro-
phets, Go on, and profper. But yet, thofe’
Sins which they feen{ to take no Notice
of, when committed, thofe théy will fear.
fully exaggerate, when accounted: for.
.o | X3 Though,
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Though, here, Confcience feems to be
like 5}6 unjuft Steward, and fets. dowsn
Fifty“for a Hundred, and {fmall Sins for
great; yet, at that Day, it will mend its
Accounts, and give them up faithfylly and.
impartially. Some Sinners are, .even in
this Life, {elf-condemned. Confcience
hath fat ypon them, and doomed them
already : But all fhall be fo in the pexs,
The Procefs of G op’s Juftice thall ke fo.
clear, that Men fhall brimg in Eyvidence-
againft themfelves ; and Goo thall need
no other Courfe to condemn thesm, but
out of their own Mouths. When Gob
fhall read over the Catalogue of every
Man’s Sins_againft him, they fhall al be
féund fubfcribed apd attefred by every
Man’s Confcience, - And this, tertainly,
will be accepted as a compercnt Witnefs,
as having been always with the Singer,
3 Regifter in his own Breaft, ‘and note
down every A&ion of his Life, Indeed,
fome Men liye as if they had no Confcin
ence at all, - They do that almoft eyer
Daﬁ, which might fet gll the Furies Q%
Hell about them; apd yet, they feel na
Terrors, noStings, nor Scorpions. .\ Well|
their Confcience is not dead, but

eth: It is ina deep Sleep; buttheSound
of the lafk Trumpet will certainly awax
ken i, And, Oh! hew dreadful -willl) it

)
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'«}hen giby Fhail ﬁrﬁ of all hetr afy
tm own' ¥oice, *that they never heurd
béfore, . acaufe them :tloud and front
withti them, “out ‘of their 6wn Bowrels,
cali-for Wrath and Condempation upon
them! Mow fad ‘will it be, for Con-
- feietice 1o give its firlt Shrick and Om-
cryy:ax die great Bar; atrd mever to accdfe
therhr, ‘Béfdre it comes there for-ever wo
condérin'then! 1t is ot fo much 'te be
hetded, what a partial Confcience faith
aowt i o‘ycu, 15 what it will fay 4t this
gredvDa Now kmay be like a Bell
while raxﬁn% fpeaks only on ome
Sidé, and - Younds nbt’hmg but Peace,
Peace. But then, 'chis peaceable Con.
feience will ow{‘udd enraged ; and
the firtt ill Wor? -~ =-“y hear, wil be
the Cafting for nd Vengeance

on you. That's the' fecond Wiknefs,
thar fhall be brought in againft Men- at
the Day of judgment thexr owh Con-
ﬁ:xenccs .

4. As Gop ad Confcience, fo the
Devﬂ alfo will come ify, to winefs againtt
Sinrers, and con&emn them. There are
§n Witrieffes, many times, two Qualiies.

one is a Spleen, and Gradge againft

- the Offender; and thts makes them wil-
, The other is a perfonal Knowledse
f %}:O‘ffena; and this n¥akes them ablé

- X 4 10
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have finned, fhall, at™ dhits - D. .
to witnefs - agam{f them » wl'TZéxer g
againft their Spmtua] or thcu' :
State. Thou, wha '
haft cncourag’d others 10 ﬁn ﬂx , At
this Day, have them all come i to Wike
nefs againft thee, and exclaim, with fear-
ful Outerys, Lorp! I had not beent in
this Eftate of Wrath and Damnatiog, fad
it mot been for this Man’s Example: Thou
that art carele(s and remifs in mﬁrm‘i'!&
m exhorting, in rcpmvmigt thofe: i
belong to t yCharge thalt fave them

4l vome snagamﬁﬂxec Lorp!wehad
nat
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" 'd, had this Man been carenl
m hisDuty tous; andtherefore,
our Blood lie heavy upon ‘his:§oul for
ever! And chen, for Temporad Enjuries;

many are hete - ed, who cannot
.againft their powerful
,-4bi¢ Meangh
" 'done
== the Op-
- thall
AN’ 1unK Hell, by the Ageuta-
reons .and Witnefs .of thofe whom they
have here wronged. -

-3+ THoSE who nave re
exhorted Sinners .in vain, ___u, at tms
Dav. w againt them, and -accufe
cranssse. Word of Infiruétien; or

"7 that hath been given you,

be ‘witnefled' to .yous. Faces

Sin-3and Condemnation agera-
ting them.

e MESE DOUF of Witheffes fhall
. sherrappear agauut you, to accufe you:
Gop. and your ewr Confciéncess- the
me sy - aNd other Men. Fheir Witnefs
will be found .wu¢, and agreeing toge-
sher: Thefe will prove you Guilty ; ana

what “will you "be able to plead, why
' ould not proceed agaip# you ¢
Teuly, there is but ene Way, how, tho'
vou -are accufed by fo many Witneffes

PR
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‘you may yet efcape Condémnationy aemd
rhat isﬁiZﬁ of a.B, w aceufe yourfelves
in an humbleand penitent Acknowledg-
mment uato Gop: Say as much againft
yourfclves now, as -the Devil, :of . your
own Confciences;, ‘can be able!toiifay
againft yon at the.laft Day. This will
invalidate {their. Accufations; when: all
that they :can bring agdinft you,r you _
have comfefled unto Go b long before:
And you have that Promife tao for. your
Aflurance,. be that. judgeth himfelf, i
not be judged, 1 Corixi 31.. And:
he that 'with true godly Sorrow. accufeth
himf{elf for his Sins, tho’ he fhall be. 2@
cufed alfo at the greav'Bar; yet, all thofe .
Accufations fhall not-condemn him.riku.

Tuesey will be.the Wimeflesy
will, at the laft' Day, come. in again
us. oo ) Las SERRRCENY aload

In the next place: let:us confider wisig

Pleas.aind . Diefences Men will then: make

for themfelves s and the Invalidity. &

them. Indged, in firiék Propriepy  of

Speechy: 1. think there fhall be no. fuch

thi»n%, as Fending, or Proving, as we ufg

to phrafe it. It will be with Sinners, .as
it Zvdo;ls with him whlc:.. was hf;)und at the

Wedding-Supper without: the; Wedding-

Garmegtg; (igy fhall be all ﬁr?dxl?cgn ‘

fpeechlefs; and; like guiley Malefa&hjrs,'

. ang
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g aown-their Heads under that heavy
~ am; that thall-then pafs- upon them,
wichout once. daring > to’lift thiem up, in
- any 'thibg -in theit own- De-
or Excuf¢. - Reprove Men now,
weir conftaup Cuftom is, -
Ktenuate
of Sln.'ds of as.

' DUE 116
his fplrmlal, .48
cfs,' -and,
;-and- fhe-again
S0 jt-is ftill.in this- woriq.
will father his own Guilt. The

ners - ftand per unon
wewr own Juftification ;. ang as.
, with their own To IETIVE - TV

off that Dirt which fticks upes them.,

But,--in -this great Day, evety Man's

* fhall be flopt, -and gagg’d. And
re.be Two Things, which will then fi-.

wace all-the Wicked of the Woeld, that

fhall have aothing to produce om

n behalves ; ‘and they are, Con-

s-of Guilt, and Defpair of Mer-

awe +‘Fhe former will fhew: them, how

- the latter; how fruitlefs, all the

es- they gan then make, will prove.

spould. Sinners once open their Mouths

in.their own Defence, their very Con-
[ciences
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and quick Anfwer, ver.-44.-- WHtR JollPp
e thee ani»hungvej “or a-shirf;orm
<~ or a flranger, or fick, or'is prifen?- -
Match. viic 22. Many @il ‘fay: unto:
that Day, Loro, Lorp,; biwve e hof
R Cpro-
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to * thefe, - nentions alfo* dhie:* " gl
Thou. 5 in 'Str.i&ans Ofspccch

Tongue erampt, but whatthall be

ed ing;:ldginggnd con‘ddnniﬁgm
2. Wickep Mens Pleas are mention4 °

ed in" Scripture) that theteby might be

{et forth: the exa@ Eauitv and Clearne(§

of that gre, we {zy, that
Men; {hall felves ;- the
Meaning oniv 1s. that. w o will be fo
juft, . that ‘in’ sentence upon them]

Hewill ‘confiacr, as well what may make
for them, as what may make againf¥
them. Their Sentence fhall be weighed
out to them, as well according tothe
alleviating, as the aggravating Circom-
- ftances of their Sins. - And it fhall be 45
juft and righteous, as if they had been’
permitted to plead all that poffibly they
could, on their own behalf. Thus, there:
atre- divers thing of this Judg~ .
ment, not as il re really and’
roperly-to be tramactea; but onlyto:
&t” forth the Equity of Gop’s: Procees:
. dings therein.  Rev.’xx. 12. ‘we'hitve’
Mention-made, of the: Opening of the’.
Books, out of which Men fhall be judged.”
Now, it were very grofs; hence to-ima-
gine, thiat there fhall be any matetiak;
o ~ Books,
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Books, out of which either Gop, orHis
Officers, thould read the Indi&ment a-
gainft Sinners. But thefe Books here {po-
ken of, are Gop’s Remembrance, and
Mens own Confciences, which fhall then
as punctually reprefent their Works un-
to them, as if every Circumftance had
been carefully written down in a Book.
So you have Keard, how many Witneffes
fhall come in againft Sinners, and accufe

- them. Neither is this to be underftood

literally, as if, indeed, -all ‘thefe fhould '
make a real Appearance. Only it de-
notes; that the Tryal of Sinners fhall be
as juft and legal, as if fo many Witnel=
fes were fworn and examined againft
them. - So here, when we fay, that wic-
ked Men thall bring in Excufes for them-
felves at the Day of Judgment ; or, when
thz Scripture brings them in, pleading;
Lorp, when [aw we Thee an bungred,
or thirfly, or naked? Lorp, Lor b, we
bave prophe(yed in Thy Name, &c. This
doth not neceffitate us to believe, that it
* fhall be properly and literally thus ful-
filled ; bur only intimates, that the Judg-
ment fhall be as fairly and equally ma-
naged; as if* every Man were permitted
to fpeak whatfoever he could produce
for himfelf, - |

4

YY. . 3. THE‘

~
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T we Scripeure mentions their Pleas,
mri?' it might prefcribe againft
at off Mens vain and prefumpeuous
 And fo iv{peaks rather by wa:
spoficion. than Afirmation. Al
Man - he fhall be able to
. That ai Day, that may be
available oo proeure him Mercy. Now,
Men were allowed to fpeak for
themfelves, and to produce in Judgment,
what they now trut will ftand them in
ftead ; Alas! how anxch in vain would
all be, that they can alledge? Thofe
who have enjoyed Church-Privileges, and
bave eaten and drank in CHR1sT’s
Prefence ; Thofe who have received fpi~
- ritual Gifts, and ‘have prophefyed and
wrought Miracles in His Name ; Thefe
rely upon this, and think this.is enough
to fave them in that Great Day. But fup-
pofe they fhould plead all this, yer will
the Judge fay, vt from me, ye Wor-
kers of Insquuy. So that the Mentioni
of wicked Mens Pleas, and Excufes, do
but fhew, that what they truft to, and
them out in the Day of
hen be of no Avail ; but,
all, Sentence muft pafs
‘orkers of Iniquity.
all now {peak of it, and
~ what Rleas and Excoles
' wicked
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wicked Men do now relidve. themfelves
‘with, will then be found vain, and of no -
eﬁe&‘ ’ )
- 1. THEN, Many think that their Igno<
rance will be a good Excufe for them at
ghe Day of Judgment. What is more
gommoa in the Mouths of brutifh and
fouifh People 2 - Why, Gon will nat -
. require more than He hath given. Itis
not expe@ted from them to do as others,
- who are -more learned and knowing:
And though they have not fuch- good
‘Words, yet they have as good Hearts as
the beft; and, they hope, their. good
Meaning will bring them to Heaven a5
foon 3s others, whofe Heads “are better
fluff’d, and whofe Tongues ‘are betrer
tipt, than’ theirs. And. { ‘they think,
that there is no fafer,’ nor ealier, nor
{horter way to get to Heaven, than in
the Dark, hoodwink’d, and blindfold,

It is true, it is not neceflary for eves
ry private Chriftiah to bufy snd-beat his
- Head about the nice and -cyrious Que-
ftions of Religion; which have always
been difputed, and will never be decis
. ded,till our parrial Knowledge give place -
to perfe@.  We have fufficiently feen,
what wild Delufions, and damnable Er~
‘yors, Men of weak IntelleGuals have run
into, while they bave employed them-

N Y 2 .

-~ felves

/.
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felves about the Difputes, rather than the
, Pra&ice of Chriftianity. When Men of
. fhallow Parts will boldly adventure to
fathomi deep 'Controvetfies, they plunge
themfelves into an Abyfs-of Miftakes and
Errors, and are-in the ready wdy to
drown . themfelves in Perdition. And
t withal, it were to be wifh’d, that
‘Chriftians did not- look upon all that is
difputedagainft by Men of petverfe Minds;
as‘uncertain to be known, and unnecef-
fary to be’ prattifed.  Some things in
Chriftian Religion are  Fundamental and
Vita] ;- the Ignorance of which excludes
from all Poffibility of Salvation. And
fuch iare the Do&rines of Repentance
froni dead Works ; of Faith in our Lord
Jesus; of the common and daily Du-
ties of a godly Life. He that knows not,
- that Sin is to be repented of, that CHR1sT
is to be believed in, that the Duties of
Holinefs and Obedience are to be con-
ftantly performed, and good Works to
be maintained, cannot poflibly be in any
Capacity of Salvation. The Knowledge
~ of thefe things is neceflary, not orﬁ‘y
Neceffitate Pracepti, by the Neceffity of
Gop’s Command, which requires them ;
for {o is every thing in Scriptur¢ nccef-
fary, either to be known, or done: But
- Neceffitate Medii,- they are neceffary, as
- .Mcans



 Of the Laft Fadgmenr. 325

Means. to-the obtaining an End; and
without.which, it cannot poffibly be ob- -
tained. No Man can be faved, unlefs he
repent, and believe ; and no Man can re-
pent, and believe, if he be ptterly igno-
rant, what Repentance, and Faith, and
-Govp, and CHRr1sT, are. Such Igno-
' rance, in whom{oever it is, is damnable.
So Pfal, 1xxix. 6. Pour out thy Wrath up-
. on the Heathen, that know thee not, &c.
And the Prophet Ifaiab makes fuch Igno-
- rance to be {fo far.from an Excufe, that
it-is the very Reafon why Gop will not
fpare, nor pity them, Ifa. xxvii, 11... It is
a People that hath no Underflanding ;
therefore, be that made them, will not [pare
them ; and be that formed them, will /few C o
them no Mercy. And yet, how many are
there, that know not- what Repegtance,
or Fajth, or Gop, or the Gofpel, means2
that know not Curist’s Perfon, nor
His Offices? His Merits, nor their own
Mifery? what He hath purchafed for
them, nor what He requires from them ¢
and yer, if they know that there is a
Heaven, hope to go to ittoo 2 Believe
it, fuch are in no more Capacity of Sal-
vation, than the very Heathens are; nay,
in a far worfe Condition, inafmuch as
the Heathens never could, but They might
atain to the Saving-Knowledge of a S3-
Y 3 ‘viour,



326 Of the Laft Fudyment.
viour, were it not for their own wiétch-
ed and wilful Sloth. - Ignorance-of Fun-

~ damental Truths, and Vital Duties, will
be fo far from an Excufe, that it will be:
brought in as one killing Part of their -
Indictment ; and, certainly, moft forlorn
and defperate muft that Man’s Cafe needs”
be, whofe beft Excuft is of itfelf 3 dam<
ning Sin. R
Orner things there are in Chriftidfi
Religion, that appertain not to the Vi«
tals, but to the vigorous, flourifhing, and
beautiful State of Holinefs, both in the
Heart aad Life. And fuchare, a compe-
tent Knowledge and Infight into the mor¢ -
abftrufe Myfteries, and remote Duties of
- the Gofpel. There are many Truths re.
vealed in Scripture, and fome Dutied -
eommarided ; the Ignorance of ‘which;
w¢ dare not but fay, may be confi-
feiit with true Grace. The Difciples of
Curist Himfelf, before His Afcen-
fien,’ knew not many things,” which
ét were of great Concernment to be
nown, and of great Influence into Pra.
&ice. But do not prefently conclude
that, certainly, your Ignorance is of this
Kind. - An Ignorance ot fuch-things as are
meerly myfkerious, and’of no abfolute
Negeflity, either to be known, or done,
in order ta Salvation: And, therefore,
. - though
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though you fail in many things, yet thav,
this will ferve for your Excufe at the
Laft Day. For this Ignorance is two-.
“fold 5 cither - - B
"~ InviNcrerE; and thatis, indeed, an
Excufe for Sin : Or elfe, Wilful and Afs
feGted ; and that is fo far from being an
‘Excufe, that it is a dreadfu] Aggmvatiotr’
of it. ]

A x vincible Ifnoran'cc is fuch, as is
conjoined with an Impoffibility, in an or+
dinary manner, of right Information ;
.and it arifeth only from Two things: -

1. AssoLurs Want of neceflary In-
ftru@ion. Or, o .
- 2. WanT of natural Capacity to res
ceive it. . If you are deficient in either of
thefe, then, indeed, Ignorance might pafs
for a rolerable Excule for many . Faulss,
at the Day of Judgment. And, indeed,
it doth not only excufe a Tanto, as is
gommonly held, but a Toto: For where
there can be no fufficient Declaration of
the Law, it is all one as if there were no

w; and where there is'né Law, there
is no Trap{greffion. And, therefore, as
I faid above, no Sins fhall be charged
upon Heathens, but fuch as the Law of
Nature and right Reafon doth condemn.
Rpt, certainly, your Ignorance cannot be

L Y4 - Ine
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Invincible, nor pleaded by you as an
Excufe. For, . : o
1. HAvE you not the Means of Know-
lédge plentifully difpens’d amongft you? -
When you have frequent Inftruions,
Scriptures unfolded, Truths inculcated,
Duties prefs'd and urged, it muft be meer
Induftry that can keep you ignorant. = If
you fee not the Light, it is becaufe you
love Darknefs; if you know not the
things of Gon, it is becaufe you fay
unto Him, Depart from us, we defive not
the Knowledge of thy Ways. :

. 2. AR® you deftitute of natural Ca-

pacities of Wit and Undcrﬁax}dindg, to
apprehend the Truths of Gop,. and the
Myfteries of Salvation, when they are de-
livered to you 2. Thou that art as know-
ing for the World as others ; What is the
Reafon: thou art not as knowing for Hea-
ven? Doft thou not. enjoy the fame’
Means, the fame Inftructions, Advice, and
Admonitions? And why, then, fo igno-
rant in {piritual Concernments, and yet

" fo politickly wife in worldly Affairs ?

Why? but becaufe Men wilfully clofe
up their Eyes, and ftop their Ears ; left
they thould fee with their Eyes, and hear
with their Ears, and underftand with their

_Hearts, and fo fpoil a good Excufe againt

the Day of Judgment. - Bur, alas! this
SR Excufe .
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Excufe will not hold good at that Day.
If Men will not fee when the Light fhines
round about them;. if they will- not
know, but refufe Inftruction, when the
Means of Knowlcd‘ge is difpenfed to
them ; this Blindnefs and Ignorance is
{o far from leffening, that it will excee~
dingly heighten, and greaten, both their .
Sin and their Condemnation. Drunken-
nefs is no Excufe of a Fault, but an Ag-
oravation; becaufe, tho’ the Drunkard
ows not what he doth, yet he wilfully
deprives himfelf of the Ufe of his own
" Reafon. And fo a Sin, that is commit-
ted through wilful and affected Ignorance,
is made Two thereby: And certainly, if .
that Servant was to ge beaten with many
Stripes, who knew his Mafter’s Will, but
did it not; with many more fhall he be
beaten, .who knew not his Mafter’s Will,
but might have known jt. And there-
fore, think not to plead Ignorance for
- your Excufe. Believe it, pleaded it fhall
e, but not by .you; but by the: Devil,
and your own Confciences againit you.
"That’s the firft vain Excufe. |
2. MANY rely upon their civil and
reproachlefs Lives : They ncither debauch
themfelves; nor wrong othérs; and if
- they were called before Map’s Judgment-
Seat,” nothing could be charged l11}pou
o them ;

P
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them; and therefore, certainly, they hope
to efc nat Gonr‘i”l“ribum?l: wegidl is

. not fo fevere and ugmerciful as Man’s is. -

But let them know, that this Negative
Righteoufnefs will nothing avail 'cx:(?
as long as it is baffled by their Unbelief.
For theré is an immutable Law, that fixedix
an eternal Doom upon every Man: He
that belicveth, fball be [aved; but be thae
believeth not, fball be damned. Mark xvi.
6. : ’ .

3. MaNy rely upon a Comparative

Rightcc)ufncfs: “They gﬁory with the

bragging Pharifee, that they are not Ex-
rortioners, Unjuft,” Adulterers, as other

* Men; and therefore, ‘they hope, ‘That as

they have not lived the fame Lives, fo
they fha'l not pattake of the fame Con-
demnation. ~ But alas! Gop will not
judge thee, by comparing thee with o=

“ther Men, but with His Law. Thou

falleft far thort of the Holinefs and Per--
fection of that, even in-thofe very A&i~
ons, wherein thou doft far tranfcend o-
ther Men. It may be, there is no Coms-
parifon between thice and others; but
then there is no Comparifon between thee
and the Law. Thy very Excellencies
m:ar, at this Day, be judged Deficiencies
and thyfelf, a Surpaffer of others, wilg
be then judgcd_.as_\ 4 Tranfgreflor -againft

O Dy
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4. OTHERs rely upon thieir own -
Righteoufnefs, and the Merit ‘of * their
own good Works : They doubt not, but,
if Gop would fet their Good again
their Bad, they fhall ftand uptigit in
Judgment; and think, that take one time
‘with another, Gop hath been np Lofer
by them:’ If at one time they have pro-
voked Him, at another they have ap-
peafed Him : If they have wronged Him
by Sins, they have again recompenfed
Him by Duties. Foolifh Creatures! whos
- think to_difcharge Debts by Duties, and
fatisfy Gop’s Juftice with that .which
they owe to his Sovereignty. - This is but
the¢ Robbing one of Gon’s Attributes, to
ay another. Hadft thou never offended
Juftice; yet all the Good thou canft per-

’ .form:

’
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form, is due to Gop’s Sovereignty, as
He isthy Creator and higheft Lord. Ju-
ftice requires not Obedience, but Punifh-
ment ; nor will it be fatisfied with any
kind of Punifhment, but what is like it~
{elf, infinite. "And therefore, tho’ you

" {hould deal out all your Eftates in Alms;

tho’ you thould drop Tears Night and
Day; and when they are fpent, drop
your Eye-Balls after; tho’ you could
make Rivers by weeping, and raife Stormss
by fighing, and pray till your Tongues
cleave to the Root of your Mouths ; tho’
you fhould faft yourfelves to Ghofts, and
macerate your Bodies with the moft ri,
gid and fharp Penances that ever blind
Devotionifts pradtifed ; and afterall, give
them to be burnt; yetr all this coul’d not

- be put into the Balance againft the leaft .
- of your Sins: For, whatloever you can

either do, or jfuffer, is due, or not duc;
is required by Gop, or not required.
If it be due, it cannot be fatisfagory ; the
Payment of one Debt cannot crofs out
another.. If it be not duc, it cannot be
acceptable, It is but Will-Worfhip;
falfe and adulterate Coin, (and much of
this Sort is among the Papifts) that bears
not the Stamp of Divine Authorization
wpon it;. and thérefore will not be re.
gcived, nor pafs for Payment: Not that
Lo ' I would

P
¢
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T would drive g:)u from performing Du<
ties, Gop forbid? but from trufting in
theny. ' Let mé ask you, to what Pur-

\
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pofe is it, that you keep up fomething of

Religion ; to what Purpofe, that you fre-
uent Publick Ordinances; that you
orce your Ears to hear that Word, which
yet prophefyeth no good concerning you
and task your Lips to fay over ‘thofe

Prayers, in which yet you find no Re-

lifh " Is it not the fecret Thought of ma-

ny Mens Hearts, that hereby- they thall

buy off Guilt, and efcape Condemnation 2
If this be your Hope, let me tell you;
it'is no better than a Spider’s Web; and
when the Beefom of Deftruction comes;
it will fweep down fuch Cobweb Hopes
as thefe are, and fuch as fettle in them,
irito Perdition.  For thofe very Duties
and Works, which many truft unto to

fave them, may at this Day, for the flight _

and hypocritical Performance of- them,

be reckoned up againft them as fo many -
Sins; fo far from being Expiations, that -

they may rather be their Faults. There

will be no fetting the Good agiinft the

Bad; for the Manner of perforniing that .

which is Good, turns it into Filth and

" Abomination in the Sight of Gop; and
all they do, is either Sin in itfelf, or fin-

ful. And therefore, to plead your own
' - + Righteoufnefs,
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Righecoulnefs, and. your own' gpopl
- Works,. is bus to. plead that, the Detects
and. Hypocrify of which will be broughe
in againft yon, to condemn you. - : oo
.5« Maxy molt prefompsuouflly aghy
* upon the merciful and gracious:Di :
vion of Gop, and bottom theic Hopés
' of Safety, in.thay great Day, only upoa
this Prefwmption. In fpight of Scripture;
- and Threatnings, and. Judguaents, -shey
= will not believe, . but.that she. World is
only fcared out of s Wits, b repre-
fenting Gop more terrible and: fevere
than indced He is.” What! tho’ theLay
hathi . threatned Death to Tran{greflors,
and the Gofpel to Unbeligvers ; .and they
areboth ¢ Yer they will chink, that Goa
hath il referved in His Hands, a Power
to relax this rigorous Sentence, and o
- difpenfe’-with, and pardon whom He
" pleafeth; and th?“hpp; they fhall be of
that Number. ~Serange Sinners thefc!
that are refolved upon iz, that G o p fliall
thew them Mercy, tho' He Himfelf hath -
otefted the contrary; and will not be
aten from it, but that their Souls are
dearer to Gop, than His own Truth is
And therefore, as ic were on purpofe to
- blaft fuch foolith Hopes, where divine
Mercy is difplayed in the greatefl Glory
that ever it was, God brings i the Se-
- verity
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of His jufhce to ual .t -

xxxxv 6, 7 rd Go
amur l ﬂkrm tmd
fb :b f Ixeepmg

r thoufa i squit
g:j effion, and fm g‘;l)o“v% aftgr ay

shis Triumph of Mercy, to' dafh the
Hopcs of wicked Me.nf,y it is added, g
Gop that will by no means acquit the
, Carnal Reafon might poffibly
zhmk it a Contradiion, that Gop
dhould proclaim that he will pardon Sin ;
and yct, by nomeans, ac?)uxt the Guilty :
For what clfe is Pardon ut an Ac uxt-.-
tance of thofe that are gu But
no Contradi&ion. The mlty, whom
gon will pardon, are the penitent and
believing Sinners, here upon Earth. The
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" Guilty, whom He will by no means par-

' are, the finally Impenitent; {e
gleu, Jhall be foundy undier Guile at the
lay of Judgment. - Though there fhall
ftand Millions of wretched Clcatures,
wringing their Hands, tearing their Hair,
rending Heaven and Eanth with thcn‘
QumR ; enough, even, to move thofe
ocks to Compaffion, which they
then call wpon to hide and covcr
_ tbzm.; Yet this G o b, who is all Bowels
and Love, and whom wicked Men do
pmpqﬁuouﬂy fancy fo merciful ; yet this

merciful
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merciful Gop will only mock ' their
Fears, flout their Tears, and laugh at
their Crys, and fend them all to Hell"
with Scorn. = That Curist, who fo
far gratified the Petition of the very De-
vils,"as to fénd them into-the Herd ‘of
Swine, rather than back to Hell, their
Place of Torments ; - tho’ all the wicked
World fhall fall down at His Feét, and
- beg Him, by His Death, His Blood and
Paffion;. ‘by-all that He hath either doné
or fuffered, to fhew them Mercy, (pow=
erful Arguments, if now ufed, to pre-
- vail) yet thefe powerful Arguments thall
not tzen in¢line. Him, either to pardon
them, or, in the leaft, to mitigate their
Doom. "No, this isthe acceptable Timej
this is the'Day of Sglvation. As foon
this Life is expiréd, the Time of Be-
lieving and Repenting. is expired t0o}
and'tEe Time of Mercy, and Pardon,
with it. When Curist fhall fit as
Judge, it will be then too late to cry;
Mercy! Mercy! Mercy hath been alrea-
dy tender’d, and proudly reje¢ted. Sin-
ners! why was it not cm{rac’d while you
liv'd upon the. Earth; while you were
intreated, and befecched to accept it? It
is now in vain to call, or cry, or ftrive;
G oo hath fworn in His Wrath, that not
onc of them fhall ehter into His Reft. -
6. MaxxY



- 6. Many ignorant Perfons think, that
- they will plead to Gop, That they are
His Creatures, and the Workmanthip of
His ovin Hands, They will never believe,
that the infinitely gracious Gop will damn
what Himfelf Zath made, and deftroy
-the Work that His own Hand hath fra-
med.” Bur, : ;
. 1: WHAT think you? have notthe
Devils as good a Plea as this? Are not
they G o o’s Creatures, and the Work of
His Hands, as well as.you ? ‘Nay, Aré -
they not more coftly and exquifite Pieces
of the Creation, as being mighty Spi-
rits, than you, who are but vile Duft?
If Gop muft, therefore, in Juftice fave ’
you, becaufe you -are ‘His Creatures] :
muft He not f{ave them tooe Certains
ly, this Plea gives Sinners but. poor
Hopes, which only proves, That if they
be faved, fo muft the very Devils. :
« 2. Let the Scripture beat off Mens
Hands from grafping thisReed. Doth not
Gob exprefly fay, Prov. xvi. 14. He made
all T hings _z)r bimfelf, and the Wicked for
the Day of Wrath? In vain is it to plead,’
He made me, and therefore will fave
m2; if thou remain wicked, G op made
thes for the Dayof Wrath and Deftructi-
en. So, Ifai. xxvii. 11. He that made
shem will not ba'vez Mercy on them, aln_sz
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|
|
Et thist  formed them sl fotos themna Fas |
¢ 3, Wicknd Meu sre nos fo much
be: accounted Gop's Wotkmandhip, 85
the Devil'ss Gop doth not fo much as
{eribe she Workmanthip of the Man vrite
Himéelf} ias. the Workmanthip of the
New Man. Are you fan&ify’d and ree
1 -are ydu, -indeed, Gop's
ip. Epbef.ii. 10. We are Hir
b, cregted wnto Good Workk
Mien contiswe in their finfol'
Gop made them, yet they
I's Wotkmanthip. Heisthes
they his. Offspring. Gop? |
ip was:made Yike God; but
s defaced, and the perfed
¢ of the¢ Devil flampt upon
the Souls ef wicked Men. And,. theres
e, in defiraying them, Gomdothrot
o much deftroy His own Image, asthe
Brobd of Satan. ‘This, therefore, is 09
Ground of Hope, nor Plea. far Mercy-
.7 I'r will then be in vain to
€hurch-Privilages and Ordinances, 0
Spirinal Gifts and Endowments., CHRisE
bath told us, That many fhall -come ®
Him with open Mouth at che 1aft D2y
Lord, Lard, bave we pov ‘praphefied
by Nawe, and in thy Name caft out D=
- bls, pnd.in: thy Nesme doe many;;;"zg
Sim . N OFRé +.




OF the Laft Fudgment. 339

f3f" upon them, that they drink-up all
- Za ) their
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their Theughts, and fequefter; all thefr
“Time, . As the Duke D'Alva being de=
manded, whether he obferved a Comet
‘that hid lately appeared? No, faid he,
T have. {0 much to 'do oa EHarth, that
¢annot, {pate time to mind Heaven: So
it is with many; they are overwhelmed
with worldly: Emplogments, ‘and have
10 Sparé-time £o think of Heaven; and
therefore hope, that G o b will not cxpect
To much from them, as from others that
_ are better at leifure. But it were happy.
for thele Men, if, as they pretend, they
“¢eantdot {pare Time to be ﬁoly, fo they
could not fpare Time to die, and to be
ilt_ld‘g“e'd. "Tistrue, Men may make their
rades and Callings, too unwieldy. for
them, and thereby Ec ome, nat Mafters,
but Drudges to their own Affairs. They
have not Time for naturat and neceflary
Refrefhments; and ‘what Time, then,
tlink you, for divine and heavenly Du-
ties? Whar Time for Prayer, or Medi-
tation, when the'World is ftill crowding
i upon them? Thofe, who have little
élfe 10 do, find it a hard Task ta work
their Hearts to a’ ready Performance of
thefe 5 and how much more they, who
have ‘always fome Pretence from. their.
Callings, to negleét them 2 However, it
isthe greateft Folly in the World, and

£
.
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in be no Excufe at the'laft'Day, to gralp
fo much of-Earth, 3s to let-go their
Hold: of ‘Heaven. "Men fhould, - there-
fore,” fo -model and‘“fize: their’ world.
1y Employments, as to make dail’
for Religion: And let thém knov
if thefe thefr Employments be eithe
or_{o -numerous, as 'aré not co
with 2 gedly Lif?e; this is not a C
but-2- Temptation ;. and as-much
. avoeided.: It will not be an Excu
ag Aggravatjon, of Mens Doom
&aft Day, thar thej who haye livec
or threelcore Yéars in the World,
Ayet-find no ‘Time fof Heaven; as
* Layingupa'vainand perifhing Eft:
below, -weére of more Concern,
Laying up Treafures in” Heaven, ... -
.good “Foyndation againft the Time to
eome;- - o
.+ THus wefee, how vain and frivolous
thofe many Excufes, that Men may think
to make-at the Day of Judgment, will
then prove. ' Let me hence only draw
on¢ pra&tical Infererice, and fo conclude,
.Since, then, no Excufe will prevail, to
keep off the dreadful Seritence of Judg-
ment, O then! let no-Excufe prevail; to
keepus from an holy Life:" Let no Ex-
gufe keep us from coming o CHR1ST
fince ne Excufe ean help us when we
“ L3 come
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Feme bctore CHRIST, "WACH O¥F Jdy

- vigut jnvited His Guefts, they all made

$3 onc bought a Faym, and

anotner Qxep ;- znd they could not coma,

Pogr, Excufes! but yet any thing is fuffiy

clant to reje@ G 15 1’s [nvitations s Bys
tho' Men make Excufes when

vites them, no Excufes
n when fammany C

K1€arTs, ana DIa 1
AR1ST, are tu'd off with very ﬂlght
B, Bk;t, pray. bethink:yourfal
what Anfwer. you -
p_an Angsl fhall .come. imq
@ you, ‘and knock -at your
and bid ydu arife; and .comé to
gmene 2. Jr, were well for manv. it
could thep. excufe themiglves
appearing ; or elfe, at their A pear
elves from thcu',
nony:- Byt no Excufe will tbcn
ke, xbe.fcech on, confider,, Thay
w that Day,. and that Dey is.coming
ing -will avail you' bu Faith awd
d, as you would:plead i
tnty 19 pe pesfuaded to pradiife i, now,
X0 THE Tcnth and laﬁﬁmmlmbe
tredted on in. handling this Subjedt,: is,
Pronoungin asxd Executing-of the
rence,whish dhall be the, Jafy
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of our Brgrmal Stave: ‘And that i Twes

fold ;- either of Abfolution, or of Cons
dewmation : Either, Come, y¢ Bleffad; oy

Go, yo-Crfed Thele two Sentences thall
oroceed. aad thc Bretution of them be
to the Difference

Lwes ana .works. All thall
our Saviour; T hey that
unto the Ref ~°

they that barve done
of Damnation,
L ext expreﬂ'cth t
ding to what we
in -the: Body ; whethier it br
bad... Rev. xx. 13. T he
YUBEETS wovv. Jing 10 their Work
Now, for the more.diftin
non Of thxs Parncu}ar there we wWu
Ferms in the Text, thit require 2 more
exa& Confideration, _The one is, that
proportioning Term, [According.] The
other is, that of [Rccetvmgog N 1ch be.

-ing here peculiarly fpoken of the Day.of

qildgment muft neceffarily imply thl:

'Receiving either of a bleﬁ'ed Reward, ‘or

of a deferved Punifhment.

- Ir we ¢onfider the former Tcrm, Ae-
-cording to that be hatbdone ; this may ad-
-mit'of 2. Twofold Dx&m&lon.

- 1 Mienifhall be judged according ro
\;heir Works 3 mbcr guoad [peciem ope-
' [ 7 F
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rum ;. or elfe, quoad diverfum gradum im.
eidem [pecie; Either according to the

. ~ different Kind of their Works; or -elfe.
according to the different Degrees :%

them in the fameKind. . 7",

-2 A::cordinﬁl_vtp.. our Works, ‘may de-

note, That. the Recompence ";—Y oug

Works fhall be proportioned- ejther -ac« -

cording to their own Merit, or clfe ac-

cording to G ap’s Covenant and Agree-

ment with us. - o

. Ao, if we confider the Reward and

Punifhment which we fhall receive agy

cording to our Works; this alfo is eitheg

pa_ﬁtia_l, and incomplete; or elfe-perfe,

and entire.- Out -of thefe Diftin&tions .

zhus premifed, Iintend to form my fol-

lowing Difcourfe.. = .

.. L THEREFORE, the laft definitive

Sentence fhall pafs upon all accordipg to

their ‘Works,. that is, either according

to the Kinds, ar the Degrees of them.
~Tho’ in a natural Refpeét, there be va-
rious and numberlefs Kinds of Works;

-}t:t, .in -Morality, there are but Two e-

pecially, and they are, Good, and Bad.

.Concerning indifferent Aftions, the Text

.fakes no Cognizance, nor fhall T a pre-

Jent meddle with them; for, indeed,

.there fhall.no fuch A&ions be found at

the Day of Judgment;. bur shofe. thyt

S c are

: . . RO
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are indifferent-in themfelves, are’ deter-
mined, and made Goed, or Bad, by their.
Circumftances ; and, as fuch, fhall be ag-
counted for-at the laft Day, - Now, -in
thefe two great Kinds of Goed and Bad,
which divide betweén them whatfoever is
done in the World, there are feveral Des
grees and Advances. They are not all
Yike Feremy's Figs; the Good, incoms.
pasably good; and the Evil exceflively
evil: But fome good A&ions are better,
" and fome Bad are- worfe than eothers
And this Difference proceeds, - in 'godl
Men, from the Mixture of Corruption
with Grace, whereby-they cannot do the
* (good they would ; and, in ungodly Men,
from Conlcience, or fome more e¢xternal
Reftraint, whereby they dare not do die
- Evil they would. S L
» Now, that a different Sentence fhall
yrbceed upon Men a the laft, according

245

to the different Kinds of their Works;, -

shat thofe whq have done Good, fhal}
geceive Goad; and thofe who have done’
‘Evil, thall accordingly seceive Evil ; is fq
clear, -that he muftbe a very Atheift, and
.deftroy the Foundation not only of the
Chriftian, but of .all Religion, 'gfo; all
Religion is built upon this Beliet) who
fhall: go about to deny it. I need nog
fuote Scripture; tho’ it be in nothing
e morg
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more abounding thaw in this. “'The very
firft Springings of matural Light, and the
unprcmedxtatul Refolves of Reafom, di-

. MAatethis to be an unqueftioned Truth.
For, from whence proceed thofe pale
Fcars and grim Thoughts; thofe Heart.

fmumgs, and ftinging s, that fome-
times pierce and rack the Souls even of -
the moft wicked Wretches, but from 2
fad Apprehenfion, that the Great Gon
will recompenfe unko thern Evil for Evil?

Which Apprehenfion - ‘they are not di-
fputed into by any far-terch'd: Argu-
ments, and long onfe%:enccs, but it
ﬁrongly mafters ‘their Underftandings,
ad Confciences, by its own dewn.-
right and native Evidence, - Leaving them,
therefore, to the Horror of tlm Rcﬂe.
xxon, let us, inthe !

1L 'Stcow b Place; ponfidey the pro-
portioning of the 1aft Sentcpce dceording

0 the feveral Degrees of ‘Good and ‘Evil
that thall befpund'in Mens Works, Here,
in fomethifg is probable and {omcthmg

-denonftratively certain, - & orofic
' 1. e ma ve io an 4

bly, 'and wm}; great w4 oggg;h bg belie-
ved, thar there ﬂiall bea Dzﬁnbuuon of
 gifférene Degrees of Glory, according to

"t different Exerclfe of 'Grace and Holis

Pcfs im this: Life, -Leained Men aigc at

{fome




Of the Lyft Judgmens.
)ome- varrance in this Particolar. . The
m&aﬁrm it ; -aedl others do novindecd
fo.much deny i, as they:do,. that ‘there
isany  an Ser’ twon which we
anyg 1~
be fa. ' ‘And among
and Caoma
wAEErEEE CEWAY !on m .
~N. 19. Hethat breaks the
, foull be the lm/} n
wob, To this itiis an-
fwenrdd "That the Kingdom of
Heaven ner may be well takcn for the
Z" Grace' in-.the Church on
; ami fo to be leaft in i, \infers n6

Inferiority in Gloxy. O, if it ‘be raken
for the Kingdory of. Glory yet, that ta

beleaft in it, un jies: here 2 total Exelu-
fion from it. ¢ Parable, Musth. xxw
- ofshe dlﬁ’ﬁrem ‘Rewards, aceording to the
different Improeiseiis of thd Talents, is
oduced to fivous's Difference ip De:

5: of Glogy. - Thofe of the ¢on

fay, Thar if Parables-be-in

tare argumhentative;: they may: ‘well op-

" that other Parible, Muatth, xx, 1

of Gloyy, where cach of the Las
pomrers vecelved a like 'Reward : 'thwgﬁ
for different Lsbour's: Each: Man had hig
v.aias weell: e that came in seithe
Hokir; as shey that had berne dib

34



248  Ofthe Laji‘jzla’ghzenf. |

Haat, .and Burden of :the Day.:  Again;
.it.-is-?pleaded from: 1 Cor. xv. 'Zx ;m
she Apofile faith, That.as. one Star. difs
\ ferethuﬁtom- another.. Star.in Glory, fo
is'the- Refurvection of the Dead :\. Thas,
therefore, there are Degrees of Gib&
But tq this it is truly replied; Thats
Apottle fpeaks: not there,.concerning.ahe
Difference between one. ] kmﬁcdgﬂ
and another ;. but of .thnﬂgiﬁ’erencc' ]
is in one and the fame Body, betwedn'fs
State of Corruption before. and Incor-
ruption after-the Refunr one Sta¥
differs from another Sta Ao doth
the Body differ when: it is: raifed, i from

. awhat s was, when it was [awn. Itk
fown_a corvuptible Body, it is raifed in-
corruptible, &c. Many  fuch. Arguments
are alledged, and many fuch - Anfivers
are fhaped tothem. Which of thefe two
is the very Truth, I fhall not prefume pos
fitively: to determhines.c Qnly to. me: it
{eems moye.according ta.thé. plain and
obvious Senft of the Scrifityres, thatahere.
fhall be differgnt Degoees of Glory, as 2
correfpondear Rewavd urto Mens - diffes
rent Worksipf Grace 5 not only that our
good Works fhall receive.a good Recoms.

ence, but:shae, dccording ta the exalted
‘g’leaﬁ_x,rgs of Goodnefs' thatis in. thentj-
fhsh, likewife,: fhall be our ;Exalgation;lilzt

.
L3
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Of the.Laft Fudginent.

~ the heavenly Kingdom; where, poffibly;

there thall be no:Par:ly, -as thete -is ne
Conflion. And, polibly, dhis may be
intimated, 1 Cor. iii. 8. where the Apoftle
tells us, T hat every Man floall-receive bis
own Reward, according to bis own La~
r.__-: v e e X ) .
- Bur, howfoever, whether there fhall
be fuch a Difference, or not, we may
make a twofold good Ufg of it.. . =

349

"+ 1. Irthere fhall be 'diﬁ‘ékcnfipegréeé ’

of Glory, how fliculd this excjte: ys to
ftrive after. an Eminéncy in Holigiefs |
Certainly, it is ‘2 commendable md a
worthy Ambition, .to covet :the- higheft
Plaee i Heaven ; . to defire to.fit next to
Cherubims,and Seraphims : Nay, if it
were poflible, to get the fame Place -in
Heaven, : which- S. Fobn, - the beloved
Difciple, held here on Earth, to lean in
the very Bofom of Curist bimfelf. If
Increafe of Grace will proportionably
increafe Glory, what Chriftian will be
fo ill an Husband, as not to put ‘that
Grace to Ufe, that thall at laft bring him
in-fo great Intereft and Advantage? To
be cominualli in the Exercife of Holia
nefs, it is to be continually adorning our
own Crewn, and fetting new Gems in-
to it: It is but to irradiate -our Dia-
dem of Stars,- with @ Luftre . thac fhal]
PR i out-

VTR



gso  Of nbp-Lajff}'udgmeﬁt;
obcint e San i its Brighenels i #8
L) ntakethatGlory pohdeious aadwd s
thee: lealt Meaflwes ‘oF whith: ave ifr
Vcs précidud ‘a0 -Meftiniable; '
> 24T thepe fhall be fio differeipt D¢
$'of Glory, but 21l thell be - of the
. fame Pitch and Stature; think then,"®
Chnﬁitn Whut mﬁnite Oomﬁ)rt it will

' péf;ﬂeﬂ Grat‘cs ar¢
WC thy: Fears! Cotrups’
a.k, ¥@& "Témp ﬂg %lent and
im J thtmgh» w Hou et ¢

it meile& by miy; whom thon
mivet_ and B woeldRt imitate s Yerrat
this Day, ‘the firne Seateée M4l BTSye:
dhice; mefamé Hedven vedive e, /the
fime Glory crown thee, as'fhalt a&foﬁd"
recéite, and erown thd holy Paﬁméhs,-
Prophcts and Apoftles; the moft emincnt
#ad fingulae Saints, for evet; -So dhiat
whether- you are. pérfu*adcd that ‘theie
fhiall i BY - different Degrees of Glory ‘m
Heaveti, 'or nots- yet ¥ yiclds Mateer of
Mouvc or of Comfbm Bur to -feavtt
th!& i TG R TS A
‘. I? s tertain, thnt‘!he 1ot Sd&éﬁt@‘
sendshe Executton of i, $hall be pn
tioned according o the ' differehe D &
“of tEvl, that wicked Men {hall be’gmlx
mg “The Scriprareis ¢kprefs for thisr
x&iiiqy; 48¢ He thar knew Bis Ma<

-3 ﬁert
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352 .Ofthe Lap Sodgment,

mation fhould .not contene.them ! Isic
that they defpair of Mercy, and think,
that it is but in vain for them to fcruple
. Sinning, who are fure of Condemna-
tion? Why, tho’ they had Ground fot
fuch a Defpair, which:no-Man hath, who
will fpeedily repent, . and ‘be . converteds
tho! th=y had heard Gon f{wear aloud, in
His Wrath, Thatthey, of all Men living,
dhould never enter into his Reft; .yet, it
is 2 Degree  beyond ail Madnefs, for
Men therefore to aggravaté their Dam-
nation;: becaufe they canndt efcape it
Behieve it)the leaft Degtec-of Gob's
everlafting Wirath is an intolerable Hel ;
and what.do: you elfe;, by demeriting
additional ‘Degrees by your ‘repeated -
Sins, but heap up many:Hells for your
“Torments, and heat thesinfernal Furrface,
into which you mutt be walt, .feven~fold
hotter than, ‘elle it- wouldbe. There is
not the {malteft Part of Torment -which
- the Damnéd now fuffer, ' but, were they:
for -a: whilé- reprieved, and let our: of
Hell, .they wounld do mgre-to efcape-it,
than: th¢ moft holy and laborious Chri«
ftians do [td'. l&:btain rall ;{&wen ldgﬂ
Al this I fpeak upon:Suppofition ; for,
Affarance :,gf ' Salgat'ion fherc may be;
but of Damnation there. cannot be,..iny
this - Life. .And yer, ‘were '..itufuppodf;?
LS{CHAN ' LN
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Ofvhe Laft Judgmenr. 35§
také: off from the Degrees of their Puz
nithments, as there was'in hi
. mode fatisfagtory ,t%)uﬁicc, £

'who was G 6D as wi
lefs, than it ¢an be fo
remptible Greatures as Men ar
more, And therefote, if eve
ked Man was affeét
of what Curist:
know, that thofe Sumerings .
prefemt, as in a Map, how gr
e his .fhatl be, w
come to render unto him
10°his Doings. And yet, let
too, that ftill there is mote ]
their.Sins, than the utmoft Ex
Punifhment can reach. Sin is
Evil, and doth in icfelf.merit
wfinite Punithment ; infinite in
as well as Extenfion; in Degre
as Duration: . Yea, the leaft §
deferves as much, or more W
the greateft is punifh’d with: S
tery Damned themfelves r
Truth, fay, thit they are punifh’
sheir Iniquities deferve. Itisn
for 2. finite Creature to ben
Strokes of an infinite Juftice: /
bore, Go p limits His Juftice -
Compafs of their limited Nat
brings it ta a Stint.:‘,\ infinitely b
a3



356 Of the Laft Fidgmens.
Deferss;; and-yet, infinitely :above their
Patience .to endure. .- O!. how. much
eurfed Malignity is there in Sin! thofe
Sins: which rafh .and ;foolith Man' plays
and dallys with; - that-Jay him uncrcr. as
much Wrath as canbe heaped upon-him;
and-deferve infinitely more. That's the
firft oPofition. . Wicked Men fhall : be-
jadged ‘according to:the Defert of their
Works. s ﬂ1 11 b ,udged "

2. :BrrisveRrs thall be ac-
cording to their Works; : not confider’d
in their own Defert, -but as confider'd in
Gov’s gracious Covenant and Agree-
ment made with them. In ftri& Pro-
pricty.. of - Speech;-- Merit. connotes 'the
Dugnefs of the Reward to our A&ions,
antecedently. to-any Compa&, or Pro-
mife made to ‘reward them. Now, if
we confider thes holieft and beft Works
of the holieft and beft Chriftians, they.

_ are only acuoeptable and rewardable WEK
eteznal Life, . as shey -are under Gobp’s
gaciow‘-;l?romi(e; in CHrisT; and
erefore’ cinnot be in themfelves meri-
torious. -- And,. if, we confider them as
abftraged from this. Promife,: they are fo
far from- being ‘rewardable with Life,
that they are punifhable, for the Defeéts
of-them, with eternalDeath. . Gop, in-
deced, -is-begome a Debter: o our Eax;:g

[ (S S N a



Of the :
xand Obediences butrd. Axgumnwell re-
folves s how, Deus debitorem. [e fecit,
1mon, aliquid .accipiendo,. fed liberaliter pro-
wmittendo. Gop hath made Hinmifelf a
-Debror, ‘not by receiving ahy thing from
415, but by promifing liberally to us;
and.fo He is a Debtor rather to His own
-Word, than to our Works. This, there-
fore, is the unfpeakable Happinefs of
.true Believers ; their weak and imperfe&
.Werks, if done in Faith and Sincerity,
dhall, through CurisT’s Merits, and
GoD’s Promife, be as fully rewarded,
as if they were perfe@ and ynfpotted
Obedience. N SRS
- 3. We muft ditingnith of -the Re-
ward and Punifhment that Men fhall.re-
ceive according to their Works 2. For that

- is either partial and incomplete ; ~or” elfe .

: pe_rfe& and entire: The one is to be re-
ceived ar every Man’s particular, -the
other at the laft and univ'cr?al, Judgment.
According as we ourfelves are, either
partial, or.complete, fo will be our Re,
compence. Before the Refurretion and
general Judgment, only one Part of Man
1s capable either of Glory, or Torment ;
and that is his Soul. That, therefore,
Icall a partial Reward, -that crowns but
2. Part.of Man; and that a partial Pu.
githment, which is inflicted but on a Part,

357



358 Of the Laf Judgmens.

viz. the feparate Soul.’ The Bedics, even
of thole, whofe Souls fhall be as far di-
ftant as Heaven and Hell, muft lic down
and flecp together in the {ame. common
“Bed of Earth. - The Saints, whofe Souls
now fhine in Heaven as the Sun in the
Firmament, if we ranfack their' Graves,
we fhall met find their Duft more glitter-
ing than others; nor are the Carcaffes of
thofe-Sinners, whofe Souls now burn as
Firebrands in Hell, more blick and footy,
The Bodies, therefore, of Men, fhall not
receive according to what hath been done
in them, until the Confununation of al}
Things. Only fome few Exceptions the
Scripture hath noted; as Enoch, Ekas,
and (4s 8. Auguftin in one of his Epiftles
fuppofeth) thofe Saines who were raifed
at CrR1sT's Death, who have already
received their entire Happinefs.~ - /¢
INpeeD, as.when Curist lay in
the Grdve, there was ftill the Certinu-
ance of the hypoftatical Uniop between
His dead Body and His eyetliving God+
head;- fo is there 2 Continuance of the
myftical Union berwecn the-dead Bodies,
ca, -between every fcatter'd- and loofe
%nﬁ of the Saints, and the glorious Per
fon of Jesus Curisr. Now this,
tho’ it be an excéeding great Honour,
yet ave c3nnot fo much reckon it any
| A Pagt




Of the Laft Fuadewent, 399
T 77 TReward, asan T " hceof
Tor, becaufethe
oo —owts, while fepatated from
are"yet united By an.inv
Band to’ their S
now reft in ho
einGle-+ ~

. . KIV. 10
.he Fai
g, bur rayje 1t wy
4y, Joh. vi..39. CHR
Refurretion was pe
three Days after His Death; out
415 myftical Refurrection fhall not be
until the End of the Wotld.
Saints of all Ages fhall togetner rue ouc
of their Graves, then rifeth Curist’s
‘myftical Body. ‘And to this verv
fhall it rife, Thatthe Saints bein
{elves complete and entire, may t
ceive a complete and entire e ¢
That as they have on Earthglorwen &~
both in Body and Soul; fo in H
both Body and Soul may be- glorits
with Gop. It is worth ogfervi‘ng, fiow
y Gop leads HisPeople ihto the
on of Glory, as if He would
thém o bear fuch an exceeding -
pal Weight, as the Apoftle calls it. b
lifting {maller Parcels of it before-
And therefore, in this Life, they only re-
: Aa 4 cerve

roeaAa



360 Qf}bg : Laji Sudgment.

cejve the Earneft of their Inberitance, which
are the Graces and Comforts of the Spi-
. rit, Eph. i. 13,.14. - At Death they re-
cewe vaft Incomes of Glory, as much as
their Squls alone ¢an contain: Yet, this
is but only Part of Payment, upon which
they. live {plendidly, until the Refurre-
-&ion of their Bodies, and the Procefs of
the general Judgment. And then, asthe
Bady fHall again receive its Soul ; fo, both
Soul and Body fhall together reccive
their full Reward ;' the uttermoft Farthing
of al] that CurxsT hath purchafed, the
.Gofpe] promifed, or themfelves expe&cd.
So 1s it-alfo with wicked Men:  Sin, and
_the Terrors of a guilty Confcience, are
the Earneft of Hell in this Life. The
“Torments of the Separate Sojil are Part
_of Payment; But ftill Juftice is behind«
hand with them, till the Refurreéion of
.their Bodies; and: then fhall they receive
. the full Meafures of Wrath, preﬂZd down,
and running over, . And indeed, it is
.but meet, that thefe Bodies fhould be
- "Conforts with the Soul in receiving, as
they havé beenin doing, Good of Evil.
. Now, what this confummate Reward
~and . Punifhment thall ‘be, is altogether
inconceivable. ' ol

]

i1, THE comipleére Rewnrd that’is re-
ferved for Believers, is inconceivably glo-

- . ‘ . ‘ N . - [ 39 rlo.us!-’
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~yious. It is chat, which neither Eye hath
feen, nor Ear heard; neither hath jt, "or
can it, enter irto the Heart of M4n'to
conceive, what Gop hath prepared for
thofe. that love Him ;. fcarce thoroughly
pprehended by ‘the Blefled themf{elves
md therefore, for us, who_are’ yet at
diftance, to attempt a Defcription, were
but to fully and dipmmlfh it.” And theré-
fore, as Gop, who, is. infinjte and in-
comprehenfible, is better known to’us by
‘Wegatives, than “Affirmatives ;. by what
He 1s not, than by what He is; fo alfo is
Heaven. You may beft conceive it, when
‘we tell you, there fhall be nothing to
~ fright, nothing to afflict, nothing to gricve,
‘nothing to leffen the higheft, fulleft,
';'fwceteﬁ Delight and Satisfaétion, that the
-vaft and capacious Soul of Man is able,
:either to receive, or to imagine, There
-we fhall be freed from all the Cares, and
‘Sorrows; the Pains, and Miferies of this
"Life; we fhall be got above the Reach
‘of Satan’s Temptations, and out of the
‘Danger of his fiery Darts; we fhall be
“dbove the Clouds of ' Defpondency and
. #Defertion: There all Tears thall be wiped
from our Eyes; and all Sin, the Caufe
-of thofe Tears, rooted out of our Heayts ;
*And there, finally, we fhall neither want
- any thing that we would have, "nor d:fire
BRI | " s e j,.-r,...atiy
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any thing ‘but what ‘we have. * A3 to
this; the infinite Happinefs of our Vifion
and, Fruition of Gop.. We fhall there
fee ‘the Eather of Lights by His* Gy
Rays: We fhall fée the Sun of Rigtiieh
oufnefs lying in the Bofom of the Fatie
of Lights: We fhall feel thé “erchpd
Warmth and Inflience : of the 'H &Y
GHo st fpringing from both thefe Lights,
There 'you fhall” fee 'Gop no"k
darkly througha Glafs, but Face to Fa¢ce,
without Ifiterruption, withour Ob{curity.
And if it now caufe fuch Joy, when Gap
doth but fometimes beam in a Halfy
Glance of Himfelf into thc‘SO\};T L 4
then, within what Bounds can O
‘contain itfelf, when we thall fix g
‘'upon Gop’s, and lie under the freé and
‘uncheck’d Rays of the Deity beating full
upon us, and be ourfelves made firong
enough to bear them? There we fhajl
‘corporeally approach nighunto Cur1st’s
‘glorious Body, and put our Fingers into
the Print of the Nails, and thruft oyr
‘Hands into His. Side; ‘and fearch, and
‘found thofe bleffed Fountains, from
“whence flowed forth His Blood and our
Salvation. * There we fhall for ever cops
‘verfe' ‘with innumerablé Hofts of holy
“Angels, and the Spirits of juft Men made
perfed; and join' with the Affembly gf
‘ | the

’
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contains- in it a. two-fold. Punifhment :
The on¢ Privative ; the Pena damni_ or
'Punifhment of Lofs: Theother Pofitive 3
.or Pera [enfus, the Punithment of Senfe.
_The infliting of thefe Two will be the
“full Execution of the laft Sentence upon
them. ' As for the Punifhment of Lofs,
we may confider it, either in refpe@t of
- thofe Things which once they had; or
of thofe Things which they might have
'had, had it not been through their own
wilful Default. ., .

- - I we confider their Lofs in regard of
.the Things which once they had, {o it is
‘two-fold: For they have. Ioft that which
they cougted their Happinefs; and they
"have loft that -‘which might have made
them truly ha p‘y e '

, 1.'Tn;zvffo ¢ "that ‘which - they ac-
‘codnted’ their Happinefs; that is, the
World; ‘the Pleafures, Profits, aiya Ho-
‘nouys of the World. Thefe are the Things
that fend many to Hell,. but do not de-
fcend with them thather, to relieve and
- somfort them thérc. Dives tiots on Earth;
but, in Hell; cannot obtain one. lpoqg
trembling - Drop of Water to ool his
flaming Tongue. Tell mé; what will i
avail you, that you bave lived in all AZ
flience’ and Voluptuoufnefs? The Timg
j$ coming, ‘'when tbe(% Things fhalf be no
: B mbre,



Of the Laft Fudgmens.
‘mare, or no more~~--  And; Oh'then!
trell me; whar fad will thofe Men
be, :who have loft their Souls to gain the
World; and yet muft, at laft, lofe the
Wiirld together with their Souls? «
.2 Tury fhall'be punifh’d with the
Lofs.gf that which might have made them
truly.and: eternally happy, had they been
wife to improve it. Here Gop firives
-with them -by His Word, by His Spirit,
by His Patience, by His Providence: He
follows them from.Day to Day, from
Ordinance to Ordinance, with Threat-
ninﬁ ,-with Exhortations, with Promifes,
‘with Expoftulations ; will ye die?
Turn ye, and live; for as I live, faith the
Lorvo, I delight not in the Death of bim
that dieth. . Yea, Gobp fends His Spirit
to ftrive - with them; fets on Confcience
to frightthem; and all to reduce them.
And this might have proved their Salva-
‘tion, had they wifely manag’d it: Bur,
- in Hell;#all this too is loft. There’s no
-Ddy of Mercy rifeth upon them ; 'no Pa-
tience,nor Long-fuffering ; no awakening
Providences, nor converting Ordinances;
nor any Poffibility.of a better Eftate. And
cerrainly, if there be any Reflexion in
Hell ‘that will cut the Soul to the Quick,
it will be this; That once it enjoy’d fuch

fair Opportunities and Overtures tor Hea-
ERAA ven;
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366 Of thee Lt Siddginen:
ven,-but rieglected: thenvs.-and: now. ith
loft. theth for even ifbr! ever, without

- Hopei - Thus. chey ﬂmﬂ lofe. wlm they
once szn)chd
2. THEDR. grmmﬁ Lofs is oﬁudxﬁ
i whichi they
i t.is, im.d W
wfsard Cdbryth
in:Heaven. . .1
i Tiex lofe:t
‘ment of G- D,
ven of Heaven frfdlt. . -Indeed, Heaven is
not Heavdn withous Him'; and Hell:could
potbe Hell were Go there. 4t is true,
Gonp is prefent with the Damned in Hi¢
Efferice s for, i q‘f 1 defcend into Hell, faich
the Plalmift; 7 bas art there : And He is
- cfem :by. His Powép, tatorment them;
E‘ the comfortable :Prefence of Go b
they are for ever ait off from. And, Oh!
for the Soul to be cut off from Go v,.is
gs great a Lofs, as for thre Stream: toibe
off from the Fountain, or 2 Beam to
bc cut off from theSun.  And yer; this.
is the Semtence of that.great Judgment,
Depart from me, 3¢ Cwrfed. Depart from
Thee, Lorp! who ‘am every where+
©h ! whither fhall we ftee 2 Happy were
it for us; could we depart from:. Thee;
where Fhou art not ; but moft wrachcé
- and. aaznrfed* that we' rwik depart from
Thee,




nifhment, which is that of Senfe, our
Saviour briefly fums it up in Two Thu;gz :

o ,



. T SRS} By T

368  Ofibe Laft-SFelzment.
The Womthat never dierhs W!’!‘r&
that never Boeth-out; Mark ix. 44." Withi-
in the Wotm gnaws thén, ‘and without

the Fire burns them, 770 o~ -7

1. CoNs¢rExcrysihis nevér-dying
Wormi, that fhall eternifly fing and tor-
. ture thém 1 And this iS€tHeir Miery, thae
they-thethfelves r’nuﬁ"ﬁ(é,’ their own mier=
cilefs Tornenters, - Thofe who have but
in this T lain under the Horrors of

- Defpai inow what'an inexorable
Tyrant nce is. - Hlow. many doth
it -now in the exereme ‘Anguifh

and Horror- of their Souls, ‘to cry out,
They' dare daimned; ‘they are damned?®
Oh ! -then, ‘what Anguifh will it caufe in
Hell when' they fhall pronounce thems
felves damned, and not lye;.and ‘have
nothing of Hope or -Poflibility left o
mitigate it? Every Sin they have com-
mitted, fhall, like fo many Vipers, crawd
about their Heares, and gnaw it through
to all Eternity : And the fretting Review
that Confcience will take of them, fhall
give them no Reft Night nor Day. - Here
I lie burning for ever, for-gratifying a
bafe Luft, for pleafing iy brutith Pare
but for a Moment. Ah! Fool, Where
are thofe Sinis, thofe Pleafiirés, which I_
rized above -Heaven, ‘and ventured- HelF
for 2 What remains of them all; butthe
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théy 7 thall tec&ve mfprcnng 'ta shile
Workis::/ v PN RUTIE O B
: Ends T have uim:f Ma n
open’d ungo the Readet rthc Doétsine
ahe! taft Jadgment. - rAsimwie muiffzat. ehe
}a&r Dy -Igm&tlmm “in-this thgourfth
eén this Judge. fisting upen-His T
and all the World abmiupod befaré: &
We have heard wmc«amfmﬂnw Goo
avill/proceed by s wiiar Sentence fialh-be
pronounced : Of infinisesJoy tothie Good,
- Comé, ye. Blefled s Of inkenceivabled error
10 the'Widked, -Go; ’B"G#D‘MM
kﬁmg Fire. .
AN D.ROW, thxs\g,t-cat.AEembly bruks
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fhrivel'd, and the Elements molten: And
then, Sinner! bear up. and be as ftout

as thou canft lid Men
but believe tl |d not be
that they {h felves in
Sin, as they ity fo a-
bound in thi there be
" fuch rank an in every

Mouth fuch Vatd and WLUrics, fuch Rxor

aﬁdexccfs fuch Filthinefs, Vlllany, In-
Bb 2 juftice,
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	Of the Last Judgment (2 Corinthians 5:10) — Ezekiel Hopkins



