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this-he makes good to'us, whether we

-gonfider Grace, of Glory. As to Grace
he tells us, v. 16. T hough our outwar
Man: decay, yot our inward Man is re-
newed daily.  As tharp and nipping Win-
ters do to the Earth, {o do Affli¢tions to
.the Heart; they mellow it, and make it
fruitful. “Thele Goads in our Sides, as
-troublefome as they' are, yet fetve to
-~ .qquicken us to our Work, and make us
-mend eur Pace to Heaven. For, Chri-
ftians are like Clocks, the more Weight
is hung upon them, the fafter they go.
. Axp then, as for Glory, he tells us,
in the Verfe immediately foregoing my
Text, That their Afflittions do but work
-out this. The Crofs ftands in the High-
-way to the Crown. It wasby this our
Lor o Himfelf obmin’d it, and hath
fince ordain’d, that all His Followers
fhould pafs the fame Way. We muft,
through many Tribulations, emter into Glo-
ry,” A&. xiv. 22. This is the Path-wa
to Heaven, which is ftrew’d allalong wit
Thoras. And, tho’ -the Scripture asks,
Do Men gather Grapes ﬁ T borns ? th,_
certainly, thefe Thorns thall yielda plen-
tiful and a pleafant Vintage. Poverty,
Reproach, Perfecution, Imprifonment,
Sicknefs, “yea, Death itfelf, take what-
chycg‘ is moft ftern and moft dreadful to
S humane
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Jhumane Nature, tho’ they inay feem to

e -opprefling Tyrants, yet they are, in-

‘deed, but fatthful and laborious Servants';
-they are working out Glory for us; and,

if in déing their Work, they break ei-
ther our Bodys or Eftates in pieces; yez,
as long as out of that Rubbifh they work
and mould a Mafs of -Glory, we ma

reft ourfelves well {atisfy’d in fuch:am

vantageous Lofs. This is an abundant En~
couragement, to bear Afflitions, not an-
Jy with Patience, but with Joy too. For, .
Gop having promis’d, that all Things

fhall work together for -our Good 5 it is
the greateft Folly in the World, to com~
plain that the Potion is not pleafant,which
the Skill of the Great Phyfician hath temy
per’d forour Health; and let us reft con-
fidently affur’d of it, That as much as we
‘wifh our Condition otherwife than it is,
fo much we with it thould be worfe with

usthan itis, . - . L vl

Burt yet the Frailty of humane Na»

ture being fuch, that it is ready to fink -

‘under every Burden that Gop lays upon.

it; it cannot have too many Supports.
The Apoftle, therefore, not only affures
them, t%atﬁhcir AffliGions wark for their
Glory and Happinefs ; but moreover,
makes a Comparifon, wherein he thews
them, how infinitely their Reward i}la,ll

’ Ul
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furpafs their Sufferings. And, this Com-
parifon ftands upon-a twofold Antithefiy
or Oppofition of the One to the Other.
The AffliGtions they here endure, are but
light -Afflictions; but the Gloty they
$hall receive hereafter; it is an exceeding
“Weight. T3 %o’ Voplorles eis xuPEorkes
-Bdp©-, an- exceeding, exceffive Weight of
Gilory. He labours, you fee, to exprefs
dt; and he exprefleth it fo great,  as if
e muft again labour to bear it. - Their
-Crown of Glory fhall be maffly and pon-
-derous,. that it will be as much as the
Soul will: be able to'ftand under # ftis 2
‘Weight,:a Load of Glery. -~ -~
- BuT then again, he- compares them
“in Duration; as‘well ‘as Weight. Their
Afllictions are but fhort and momentary §
but the Glory. that fhall be reveald, is
durable and eternal.’ Our light- Afflicti-
on, which is but-for a Moment, -works
eth for us,a far more exceeding and eter-
nal Weight of Glory. Now, ‘it is a ve-
try difficult Thing to perfuade wretched
and miiferable Men, ‘That their Afici~
ons are but light and fhort.  Every ljrtle
Preflure is a Load, and every Hour an
-Age. ' We reckon our Time by quite
different Meafures, when we are in Ad-
verlity, from thofe we ufe when we are
Happy and Profperous. In Profperity,
L : Time
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- thre Doubtfylnefs and Ambiguity of the
Phrafe; and then colle& from them the
principal Subje I intend to infift on ag
ents, a
We ijve in them the Apoftle’s Pra-
&ice, and the Reafon of it. His Pra<
&ice, We look not at Things [een, but at

T bings not feen. The Reafon, becaufe

T bings feen_are Temporal, but T bings

ot feen are Etermal. “Here let us briefly -

enquire, ” v
irft, What is meatt by T bings [eens
Secon’dly, What by T bings not??en. '

7 birdly, What by looking both at the

one and the other.

Ass for the other two Expreffions, that.

T hings feen are Temporal, but T bings
20t [een are Eternal; -1 {uppofe them
known to all who have but a Notion of
she Difference of Time, from Eternitys
Briefly, the One have their Original, Con«
tinuance, and Period, in the Revolution
of Time, and are meafur’d by Days and
Years ;- the Other never had Beginning,
or, at leafk, never fhall have End; and {o
are exempt either ene way, or both, from
she Jurifdi&ion of Time and Change..
ixft, therefore, by T bings feen, may
be well underftood, all Sublunary Oc<
surrences, whether profperous or adverfe,
good or evil, And thefe, not taken fo

EC-
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teftrainedly,as to be limited to our bbdily
Sight,: as if T hingj. {¢én fhould only be
thofe objected to "cur Eyes;i- but moté:
largely, whatfoever is any way fenfible]

ot preferit 10 us, that may'be hete‘fec-
k‘dﬂf y

fd dmong T hings*feen. * For, becaufe
it is neceffary to our corporal Sigh’t;'_‘t‘hg’t
Obje@&s be prefent ; * therefore, the? Apd=
fHle expreflech Things prefent by thetNok
tion of being feen. And;indeed, it bedt's
the {ame Latitude with that common Ea=
prefioti of thie Wife-Man; All T birngs un-
der the Swi. All Things under the $un
being, as it were, illuftrated by his Light,
may be faid to be T hings [een. - Bue héie
accommodating this -Expreflion to#the -
Drift of the Apoftle in the Context, weé
muft take thefe 7 hings [een, for the mete
fevere Occurrences of ourLives ; for the
Miferies, AfliGtions, and Troubles'ive afle
expos’d unto; for thé dark and glooA
Side of thofe Objeés that ate preferit@d
unto us.. Our light Afli&ion worketh
for ‘us ant exceeding Weight of Gloty ;
while we look notat T hirgs feen, }tgg
conduce to our Happinefs, while we lo¢
not-on the grim and direfol Afpe&t of

our Sufferings, fo as to be frighted by
them from our Duty and Obedience: 2

- But Secondly, at the T hings whith
are not Jeen. Now, -tho’ threfe may be of

feverak
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[everal Sotts, as things ditant, things
future, things {piritual, may all of them

he unfeen, and each of them may have"

feveral Kihds under it 3 yet here, accors
ding to the Symmetry of the Apoﬂ;lc’s
are meant thofe future things

which conititute our final and everlaft-
may be referred ci

en, or Hell, to our Glory, or

ation, ‘Thefe are thé things not

h a true Chriftian looks at.

not at the vifible Enjoyments,

ts, Profits, Pleafures of this

woria, no,nor yet at the Lofs of all thefe ;
but at thofe things which are of infinite
king Confequence, at the in«

Pains and Torments of Hell,

with Garé how we may efcape that Conx
demnation ; and at the infinite and end«
lefs Joys of Heaven; with carncft Dea
fires, and fuitable Endeavours, to obtain
them.onr . , L
Axo, Thirdly, To look at thefe, des
notes not here ahy Aé of the Senfe ; but;
as often elfe-where in Stripture, of the
Underftanding and Affeétions. There is
an Eye of the Soul, aswell as of the Bo=
dy, and that is the Underftanding. Now,
becaufe, whien we confider and ponder
any Obje& prefented to our bodily Eyes;,
we ufually look intent upon it ; there-
i K fore,

129
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fore, alfo, when the Underftanding fe-
rioufly regards thiofe Objeéts which are
‘not vifible by oar bodily Eyes; we may
-be faid to look upon them. So that the
-Scnfe is, we regard not, we mind not
-the things which are feen, the World,
‘nor any of its Frowns, or Favours. Our -
-Thoughts are pitch’d upon other Objeés,
and fly 2 Strain above, and beyond this
"World. We regard that endlefs State
that is to come, more than all thofe vain
dnd empty things that lie before us.
-‘And while ‘we do fo, we find a great
‘deal of Reafon to account all our Affli-
Gions light and momentary, which fhore-
{fighted Men, who pore only upon what
is prefent, groan under, as long and
“burdenfome. And it is, indeed, but Rea<
fon, that we fhould thus oyerlook what
is prefent, and fix our Regard upon what
is future ; For prefent things, they are -
but temporal ; once they were not § and
if they be good things, when Gop hath
turned over a few more Days, and Years, —
either théy fhall not be, or we fhall not
be here to enjoy them : Or, if they be
evil things, cither they muft fhortly pe-
~ rith, or we muft perith from. under
- them : - Or, as Antoninus the Emperos.
fpeaks well, To u&r opipnmy éfdyd, w 3
yeovilor gopnaer© Wibatfoever befals us hm
oo - this



" of our Futtire State.
this Ltfe, 5 it be intolérable, it cannot de
lafting, and we foall foon' fuil wnder it ;
or, iﬁit‘ be lafting, it cannot be intolerable,
‘but we may endure it. Bur, the things
‘which are future, ‘and not feef, they ark
eternal.  To that State we areall hofting,
that is of perpetual Dutation, whete Wo
and Tﬂfﬁg’éhts or Joy and Blifs, fhall

13t

hidve s6’Fnd for evet. 'And, therefore, -

it is but reafonable, rather to confider,
how we fhall be entertdined there, thany
how we are ufed here. = And thus T have,
#¥hidM a5 well I could, given the Scope
i Médhing of the Words. S
FrOM them; we may dollet Two
Propofitions, - . Lo

j"! Tuat the ferious Confidefatiof -

of our future Eternal State, will maké

s over<ldok, and, with 4 holy Genes-

roufnefs, defpifée all the ptefent Trous .

S #4 ‘Afflicions that we meet with
i ¥ Life, To defpifc them, I fay; not
indeed as they are the Chaflnings of the
Lord, for {o we are forbidden jt, Prot,
iil. t1. but as they accidemitally prove to
be Temptations to us; to defert the Ser-
Vice of Gop, which expofeth us to the
S¢ortt and Oppofition of the World; to
‘embrace the more profitable or creditable
Service of Sin, and the Devil ; To des
fpife them fo, as not to make any great

N ’ K 3 Reckon-
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thete is no Comparifon between thém ;
“T'hey are not wothy to be compared.
‘But, I fhall wave this at prefent. =~ °
‘' II. Tue Second Obferyable that I col-
Te& from the Text, is this, Thart there is
‘nothing worth the Regardof a Chriftian,
but his cternal State. . Welook not arthing;
prefent, for they are but-temporal ; but at
things future, for they are eternal. In pro-
fecutifig this; T fhall firft lay down fome
Demonftrations ‘of the Propofition, and
then refle¢t upon the wretcheéd Temper
of moft:Men, who regard every thing
but their Souls, and their eternal State.
- "The Demontftrations are briefly thefe:
" '1. Tursis the End of our Lives, to
Ero‘vide for our eternal State. There is
@ Twofold great End of Man: One in
refpett of Gop, and that is the Promo-
ting of His Glory : - The Other in refpect
of ourfelves, 'and that is the Promotihg
of our own Happinefs. Upon thefe've-
ty Defigns hath Gop fent us into the
World, that we might floriﬁ bim, and
Jave our own Souls. "And, He hath been

~

- gracioufly pleafed fo to entwift thefe

two together, that in glorifying Him, wé
do but glorify ourfelves; and in work-
- ing for Him, we do but work for our
own Interefts and Advantage. Yea, in-
deed, no Man can glorify Gop, but he

K3 who
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and a& only upon the Principles, and
for the Ends, of brute Beafts. o
= We ought chiefly to regard our =
eterpal State, our everlafting Happinefs
and Welfare, becaufe this is the only
thing which our .Care can fecurc to us
in. this World. Nothing elfe can here
be made fure, but eur future Inheritance \
of Life and Glory. We are not certain
of any worldly Comforts that we enjoy
in Pofleffion; much lefs are we certain of
any in Reverfion, Change and Viciffitude
are written -in Capital Letters upon all
things under the Sun. There is noStability.
in any Condition here on Earth, He
that fands higheft, ftands but upon Ice 5
his Footing is but uncertain, and his Fall -
will be but the more defperate. - But now,
things eternal are {ure in themfelves, and
‘they may be made fure tous. They are fure
in themfelves ; *and, therefore, called by
the Apottle, Heb, x. 3 4. A better,and an en-
during Subflance. And they may be made
fure t0 1fs, as certain as the Word of
Gop is true, and the Seal of His Spirit -
taviolable. A Chriftian is a Man whol-
ly made up of Paradoxes: He is poor,
and yet maketh many rich; he hath no.
. thing, and yer poffefleth all things; he
is forrowful, yet -alwaysrejoicing ; things
pot f{een, are the things that he looks at; -
and, coptrary to the Guife of other Men,
K4 he \
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ke is furcft of the things which he doth -
not fec; and thofe which he hath in
his Hands, and_in his Sight, he ac-
counts the moft uncertain, and deceits
ful. Again, . B
3. As nothing elfe ‘can be made furet
t0 us, befides our eternal State; fo, in<
deed, there is nothing elfe worth aas
king fure, but only that ; and, theséfore,
a C%lriﬁian’s Care about things etermaly
is moft rational and becoming. 1f I-coaim
lay an Arreft upon the Mutability of A .
fairs, and drive fuch a Pin intathe Whetk.
of Providence, as fhould keep it from
turning : If T'could give Laws to Fate;
and preferibe to myfelf the Meafures of
mine own Profperity: - Yet, alas! what
great Matter were all this, fince, when
we give in a true Account of all thefs
temporal things, which we call by fo
many Names, and fet down fo many.
Items for, it amounts, in the Sum, to nG
more but this, Meat for the Belly, and-
Cloaths for the Back? Hunger anid Ne¥:
kednefs are the only Neceffities of Life #
And, certainly, he that takes Care for.-
more than will juft fupply thefe, than
“will ferve to fatisfy Hunger, and cover.
Nakednefs, he doth but take Care fop
Difeafes, or Burdens. To what purpofe .
is it, therefore, O Worldling! that thow;
TR Y magtett
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amafleft together fuch Heaps of Riches?
For things that are neceflary, fo much.
needs not; and for things unneceffary,
thou needft not them. I have read of a
Philofopher, that paffing thorough a well-
ftored Marker, and cafting his Eyes upon
the Plenty and Abundance of all Sorts
of Provifion that was there brought to
be fold, he blefs’d himfelf with this Re~
flexion; Ob! (faith he) bow many things
are there bere, that 1do not want? Yea,
thofe few things-which are barely ne-
ceffary to Life, yet are™not worth our
anxious and folicitous Cafe. So our Sa-
viour affures us, Matth. #i. 25. I [ay un-
to you, take wo-cave for your Life, what
you floall eat, or what you fhall drink ; nor
yet for your Body, what you fhall put on.
Food and Raiment them{elves cught not
to be cark’d for. Thefe Neceflaries of
Life, whether we have them, or no, yet
we fhall net long want themn. 1If they
be denied to us, we fhall, in a very thert -
time, be in fuch a Condition, wherein
we ﬁmll no more need fuch poor Sup-
plies ; where our Life fhall net be fo
feeble, as to need Support from the Staff
of Bread, and where a Coverlet of Duft
and Worms will be as well as a Royal
Robe. Of what Worth are thofe things,
ever which Death hath the Dominiott:»?

Co ‘V at
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What will it be to any of us, one Age.
hence, that we have been Rich, or Great,
or Honourable ? that. we have lived a-
top of the World, and emjoyed all things
initat with ¢ Certainly, our Duft will
know no Heraldry; dead Benes' will
keep no Diftance: All our Prerogatives
will be levelled in the Grave;. and all
thofe little Differences we put between
ourfelves and others, our Style, our Ti-
tles; and our Names, will be all blotred
in that Duft that buriesus. Why, then,
fhould we be fo vain, as to lay out our.
Care, and our Time, and our Strength,
upon thofe things which can go no far-
ther with us than the Brink of the Grave,;
whenas the Soul is to live infinite Ages
afterwards 2 Life, fhould itreach tothat
which we call extreme old Age, yet it is
al} but the Childhood of Man'; And, it
is as great a Folly to bufy ourfglyes a+
bout the things which belong: to this
temporal Life, as it- were to lay up the
Play-things of Childhood tq bg the Com-
fort and Solace of Age, " ;
4» NoTHiNG in this Wogld is truly.
Satisfactory :  And, thercfore, - there is
great Reafon, we fhould look beyond tem-
poral things which are feen,’ uato, things
eternal which are not {een, Here, when
our real Wants are {upplied, (as, indeed,

a very
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a very little will fuffice to do that) yer
out craving Defires are boundlefs, and

will ftill rorment ws: But, in a.Bleffed

Eternity, we {hall neither want any thing
-which we fhouyld: have, nor defire ai
thing but what we have. But I muil
b&ﬁcna e o ‘ .
. 5+ BEca visE Eternity is an unchange-
able State. . There is no Repenting, nor
Amending .of Errors, nor Recalling of
‘Miftakes. It will be too late then, tp
. dcfire Forgivenels, or to hope for Mercy.
If thefe things.be not now done in this
World, alas. it will be for.ever too late,
" when.once you.are entred intp an une
_changeable Condition, Itis not fo in
earthly Concernments. If, by Impru.
dence, we have hrought ourfelves into
any Streights, or. Difficulties, we may af-
terwards. corre@ our Mifcarriages, and
redeem qurfelves from thofe Inconve
niencies. Bug. our eternal State ftands
fix’d, and immutable, for ever. Death
delivers usover to Judgment,, in the fame
Condition in which it finds us; and
Judgment delivers us up, cithér to Glo-
Ty, or to Condemnation, both unalters
able, : This Life is the only time allot«
ted s, to make Provifion for Eternity,
Every Day, and Hour, wears away a con-
{idgrable Py of owr Lives; yep, we arg
- , ‘ pearer

-
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nearer to Eternity, while we are {peak-

~ ing this. Weare all of us haftning to
our laft Abode; and a few Days will -
determine our everlafting Condition.
And, therefore, it principally concerns
us, chiefly to- mind how we may obtain
that Glory that is unalterable, and efcape

. that Damnation that will be remedylefs.
~ That’s a Fifth Demontftration. _

6. And Laflly, (together with which,

I fhall give you fome Reflexions on the
Folly of moft Men, who regard every
thing but their Souls, and their eternal
State :) Becaufe nothing but what is e~
ternal, can bear any Proportion to the
Soul ; and, therefore, nothing, befides .
that, is worth our Regard. Indecd, were
Man only made up -of Duft and Clay,
were his Conftitution ‘wholly’ material,
temporal things might well fuit {o grofs
and {ordid 2 Compofure. But there is
in him a divine Spark, an etheréal and
{piritual Subftance, by which he is of
kin to the Angels, yea, and bears fome
Refemblance of Gop Himfelf. Yea, in-
deed, it is not fo much in him, asit is
Himfelf. The Soul is the greateft; and
chicfeft Part of Man ; the Body is buthis
Garment, or his Utenfil. Now, nothing

- temporal is proportioned to this Soul]
which is immortal, and fhall furvive the

. ~ Death
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Death of the World, when Heaven, apd
Earth, and all things, fhall fall in their
laft Funeral Flames. And, Oh! what
will become of thy .immortal Soul, if
thou haft laid up for thyfelf no better
things than thefe, which thou canft ne-
ver rake from out of the Afhes of the
Univerfe, nor redeem from the general

Confumption that Gop will bring up-
hclg:

onthem? Whofoeverliesdownont
thinking here to take his Reft, doth but
(as the Prophert {peaks) firetch bimfelf up-
on a Bed that is too fkort for him, infi-
nitely too fhort. The greater Part of
himfelf lies over and beyond thefe tem-
poral things, and reacheth as far as ins
to Eternity. And yet, as fhort a Date
as the World itfelf bears, ftill it is more
lafting thanthy prefent Life. Death will
foon {natch us from all thefe dear and
precious Vanities, that we {et our Hearts
upon: They cannot go one Step with
us, beyond this prefentLife : They, like
the reft of our Friends, may attend on us
as far as the Grave, but there muft leave
us. And, Oh! what a fad Parting Hour
will it be, when the Soul muft be hur-
ried away into another World, and leave
all its Provifions behind in this, and have
nothing to f{upport, nothing to che-
rith it, to-allEterpity ! Do but {erioufly
’ con-
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confider, what 2 boundlefs and infinite”
State Eternity is. - It is a Duration that
overwhelms all our Thoughts ; and tho’
they can, at one Glance, pierce both
Earth and Heaven, and make an Axis
to the World; yet, when we attempt t6 -
meafure out the unwearied Stretch of
Eternity, they grow giddy, and fink; and
leave us nothing but Confufion, Difor-
der, and Aftonithment. When we have
teckon’d up all the Ages that Arithme=
tick can fum, yer, thefe are but the Thre-
Thold to Eternity ; for, “tis a State, where=
in Ages, yea,-Millions of Ages, make 16
Diffgrence.  Now, tell me, Doth it not
frik€ a chill Horror through you, to
confider, that within a few Days, or, it
mdy be, Hours, you muft enter upon
that unalterable Condition,wherein Days,
and Yedrs, and Ages, are fwallowed u

as nothing, nor allowed to be fo muc

as Points of that Duration? and this
incomprehenfible Eternity, to be eithet

incoriceivably Glorious, or infufferably

Wretched and Tormenting? And,what!
Shall we, who may be in this very State,
e’re our Breath returns to us again, or
otir Pulfes beat once more ; {halgl we be

. fo ftupid, and brutith, as to be affeéted

only with thefe prefent things which pe-
rith with the Ufing, and negled that State
Co : * which
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-which is of eternal Duration, and infinite
Concernment?  Certainly, one would

‘think, that Men had fome very great Bu-
finefs to .do upon Earth, that they can .

~neither afford Time nor Thoughts about
Heaven, and their eternal Intereits. Well,
- What are thefe mighty Affairs, that fo
employ them ¢ Why truly, poor, vile,
vain Trifles. Some are devifing their Plea~
fures, how they may melt away their
Days in Luxury : - Others are {craping o~
gether Muck, and thick Clay:" Others
dangeroufly afpiring to Dignity and Ho-
nour. Thisis the great Bufinefs and Em-
ployment of the World; which, when I
{erioufly refle& upon, feems to me as
vain and fottith, as if 2 Man, in a Ship-

143

wreck, fhould only take care to preferve -

his Cloaths from wetting, when he him«
{elf is drowning. Vain Men! Death is
at your Heels, and at its, Judgment and
Eternity. Is it time for you to mind every
Trifle of this Life 2 how to make a Com-
pliment, or a Vifit, when you are juft
fplitting againft the Rock of Ages, and
plunging into the Lake of Fire and Brim-~
ftone? Is it time for you now to pur-
- fue your Pleafures, when cvcrh.&ng
Burnings' are kindling upon you¢ in

- which,. unlefs you .be here periuaded to
embrace the Severitics of a holy Life,

: . you

\
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-you muft for ever willow, fot ever witha
.out Eafe, or Releafe? Is it time for thee
to hoard up thy Wealth, and to kay up
Goods for many Years, when yet thou
knoweft not; whether G o p will not take
away thy unprovided Soul this very
Night? Death and Eternity are coming
upon us; we are all. entring upon our
everlafting State ¢ And, if thefe temporal
things be thefe which we chiefly regard,
they fhall perifh, and we perith rogether
with them, for ever. : .

. Now then, be exhorted, ,

. 1. NoT to delay thy Preparation for
Eternity, one Day or Hour longer. De=
pend not upon the Warning of a Sick=
Bed. Gonp doth not always' afferd it 5
but fometimes doth Execution before
He fhoots off a Warning-Pitce. And,
why may it not be fo with thee ¢ Pof~
fibly, again, thy Sicknefs may be fuch,
as may render thee uncapable of doing
thy laft Good-Office for thy Soul, How- .
ever, I am fure, it is the unfitteft time
of all thy Life, then to be making up.thy
Accounts, when thou fhouldft be giving -
them ; then to have thy Evidences to
clear, when thou fhouldft produce them.

2. I'r thou wouldft be prcpared for

Eternity, live every Day fo, as.if cvery
Day were thy dying and thy laft Day, and
‘ the
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the Very next to Eternity. If it be ot
fo, it is more than thou knoweft. And,
therefore, fince we have no Affurance of
an Houf, or Ddy longer, it is but Rea-
fon, and Wifdom, to look upon every
* bne as that whici may be our laft, |

3. B¥ conftant iri the Exercife of 4
boly Life; and be always doing that
which thou wouldft be content CHR1s%¥
. thould find thiee doing, when He comed
t0 judge thee. Think with thyfelf, i
thou wert now wupon thy Sickzbed, ah
hadft received the Sentente of Deathy
and faweft thy Friends ftand ‘mourning

about thee, ready to clofe np thine Eyes -
N what would be thy-

in a long Night
Thoughts, what tiiy Difcourfes. Let the
fame Serioufiiefs of Thoughts; ahd Dif=
courfes; fill up every Day of thy Life¢
For, thou kroweft not, whether thou art
not as near Death, as thofe whom their
Friends and Phyficians have given over. |
4. LABouR for an aflured Hope of
Glory, This will make thy Paffage into
Eternity, lightfome and joyful. When
thou, and all things in the World, muft
take leave, and part for eves, then, td
have the Senfe of the Love of Gop, and
_“our Intereft in Curis7, and our Title

14§

to eternal Life, will fiweetly bear up our . ~

- Hearts in a dyinig Hour, Thefe arethings
ST ." T .I.‘) - v ’ tmé
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that-are ‘as immortal as thy Soul is, and
‘will enrer Heaven with thee, and abide
with thee to all Eternity. Oh! whom
‘will it-nqt comfort, to think, that Death
will change his- Bottle into a Spring?
that, though here our Waters fomerimes
failed us, yét, in Heaven, whither we are
.going, we fhall bathe in an infinite Ocean
-of Delight, and fhall lie at the Breaft of
.an ever-flowing Fountain of Life and
Sweetnels 2  Whofoever hath but fuch

an Affurance as this, cannot but welcome -

Death with Embraces ; and while his Soul

firuggles to unclafp itfelf, and get loofe

from the Body, cannot but, with holy
Panting and Longing, fay, Come, Lord
JEswus, come quickly. :

So naturally: does the Confideration
of our future etcrnal State, not only
make us defpife the Aftlictions of this
Life, but fet us above the Fears-of Death
itfelt ; which is to be the Subjeét of my
next Difcourfe. : ,
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