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WITHDRAWING
From fuch a8 .

| 'Wallé' szora'erly :

'« 2 Tuessar IIl. 6 =
Now we command you, Brethren, in
the Name of our Lord Fefus Chrif,
that ye withdiaw your [elves from
every Brother that walketh difor-
derly, and not after the ITradition

- which be received of us.

HESE Words are as authoritative
and prefling a Command, as an

we meet with in the whole Book of .
In them we may obferve both the Mat-
ter, and the Form, of this Injun&ion :
The Matter is, Separation from the Con-
vesfe of wicked and profane Chriﬁia;s,
who
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who are here defcribed to be fuch a5 walk
stk ont of Line,
. AWord bot-
fcipline, which
1arch in hisFile,
u whlch hF vqas

be no In‘cgula-
be prefuppofed;
no Orders have
thé Apoftk far-
eans; and whom
ﬁ this Note, of
ofe he tells us,
ReFithe Tradition
. e. accordin tp

tavehe and
nf%%lnm'l Mnn—

:Rveina Courto

naties, are joftly |
diforderly. )’f&hz |
‘ah ‘Holy Faith,
ervate it by an
unholy.Life = They take dpon them’ the
Name of Chriftians, but-yet live as with-
out God, :and without Chritt in tho
World. . The Do&rine of the Gofpel
teacheth nothmg butHolinefs and Burity 1:

/
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i35 2 Delitinc actesding to Gadljoets; as
—_ - it, Tsm. 3.".~ All

exbormtions, Promi(es and
-the whole Drife
Ggly:to mal{:'e
" Amprels upon us {ome Strictores or
“nly; they wno nye m
«if amy fcandalots Ctimes,
Ity of moft-wretchad Dif-
OFAEry their Ratiks, : fly out
into ppea on 5 yes, while
' Banhner of - Chrift,
r-own -Captaia, aed are po
, but his Eternies.
nly theke; but, -

; All-that .are erroneous and

-are diforderly Perfons.. Othets

the Rule, 'but thefe. delttoy it-:

the very Boundarits of

ana ueny not oaly their Obe-

the Trath, but the Triath it felf.

--.---gh they may vamifh dver their

le Do&ritws. with fair Shews, and

good Speeches ; apd feem to be very
mortified, fpiritual, and heavenly Per-
foms;  that thereby they may gdin Profe-
lytes, and.a Veneration among them 5 yét
are they far more pernicious and baneful
to the Church.of Chrift, than thofe that
SRR {. are
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and VvVickednels too.

Thirdly, And not only thefe, but alt tur-
“bulent and fa&tious Perfons are diforderty
Walkers: Such who rend the Church with
Schifms and Divifions ; aad defpife Go-
vernment




he Lo
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Fourthly, Not. only thefe, but alfo all -
idle and impertinent Tatlers, all flothful
‘Tale-bearers, who are very bufily idle in
gadding from Houfe to -Houfe, like a
Company of giddy Flies buzzing up and
down, and who have no other Employ-'
ment but very folemoly to whifper No-
thing in cvergv Man’s Ear they meet 3
thefe alfo are branded by the Apoftle as
diforderly Perfons. Indeed, a great Part
of this Chapter is {pent about thefe : Efpe-
cially Ver. 11. We hear that there are fome

s which walk diforderly, working not
t are Bufy-bodies 5 very bufy they
yet do no Work. Unprofitable-
to the Earth,, and good for no-
the World, -but only. to keep the

otion, Now from alj thefe $Ort:_,
. kA
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of dtiblﬂeﬂyhrfons WQ he o WY
draw odr’&lveai,? to -Hab¢ né €o t .
nor’Sot‘idy withy thengizbol: - 91 19
And:to' this we'ate Bofnd by, & €3G0
mand, (s expre(y ahd urgeﬂt asan R
tained lﬂ’tﬁe Seriptures. - ‘!‘BeFoi’m’o’F
rund imperatively, e commind' o, !
threm : AN the Amhmity of  ¢hig-
mand ‘s moft abfofate and fov
sho Name¢ of our LordJeis-Chifl 5 &
command you by the Authonty of Ch ,
or Chrift commands you by us, that yos
widhdraw- your ebmﬁm e'ber BM' Sphat.
wdl(dﬂdforderij B x;:am. AR
IR IE I

And meemayObfere?WoTBf 53 2

szr{]ﬂ “That a mere ﬂxt‘emiﬁ)le Proféﬂéﬂ’
-of Chrifttant hwg& it be overBotfy’
and centmd:g;:d by'a difGirderly and: i
ful Life, is here madeby the Apb&l% L1
fufficient: Title to: 2 Fratéinity with- trgé
Chriftians 2! "!'I'rdug!f'tﬁe walk Jtﬁrﬁz’
and ‘are diffelate in l'hCIl’L veS’ and
ricous " in"their T&nets‘v "yct
ow-the Hexd, Chnﬁ,}efm an&m’k
fefllons of ‘his Name! ‘are’ 3
acknowlddged and cmed ethreh 0 |
all- belong to the fitne Bartiily cthe Chufch,}
nll tlicy- ‘are folérinly caft out ¢

~ thence 3
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- Firf#, In ftating the Duty, I muft pre-
mife, that our Condition is much different
from thofe Primitive Churches to whom
the Apoftle then wrote : They lived ming-
Ied among Heathens and Infidels, who

‘made up far the more populous Part of all

their Cities. Then the Church was in the
World, asalittle Leaven in a great Quan.-
tity of Meal, as our Saviour compares it,

h. 13. 33. But now, fince thé Progrefs
and Spreading of the Gofpel, the World
( at leaft this Part of it) is come into che
Church. We live, we converfe with few
or none but thofe who are called Bretbres,
and are all Chriftians, and the People of
God, at leaft by eternal Profeffion and Vo<
cation. And therefore, i Xg

In the Firf Place, As the Primitivé
Chriftians might lawfully converfe with
Heathens in managing their Civil Affirs
in Traffick and Commerce, and whatfo.
ever elfe was for the Neceflity or Conve-
nience of their Subfiftence ; the like Con-
verfe may we lawfully malntsin with
ungodly and diffolute Chriftians : Fos
the Reafon in this Cafe is the very {fame.

The Apoftle allowed them to & '
with Heathens, though théy .
and wicked, becaufe moft of thofe aétyo

whom
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fame Authority that hath commanded us
to withdraw from every Brother that.
walketh diforderly, hath commanded us.
likewile to love ourRelations. And there-,
fore,, though, they fhould remain, ‘obfti-
fately w:cked a{ter ‘all our E dcavours
| atﬁd Per('Waﬁ ns to reclaim them, we.

otight not to withdraw eitlier our Perfons.
cp' our Affe&xons from them,

32

U Thirdly W are not fo thhdraw from

hy, wicked Perfon, if we have great.
opes and’ ftrong I;robabumcﬁ of refor-.
ming and” reducmg him by our Cans,
verfe ij this is to a& the Phyr iclan;;,
and witly' whom fhould fuch an one be
ol ftequent, ” but with, the pifeafed 2
And thérefore' we find that ‘our Lord
chus Chrﬂ'th'?rhfclf who Y, tbg Apoftle
faid o be fepurate ﬁom ztmer.f, Hebr.,
. 26. was célummated and' traduced u
on this very 'Account, becaufe, bie kept fo
miuch Company and chxet wn:h them-
ant' accuft b tlie fupetcnflous and bﬁ g
Phurifees (who could no %{g niguifh
tween the' Lépfous and té
a Sinner himf{]f, becaufe (o, fa.m’ltar with
Sthner$ I‘Mattﬁ 11,19, Tlvc San of 2
b batin Md"drmlgng 5.1: € 'hedemeans,
- hithelf  difibly” and fgou teouily tq
iﬂ accommédating hxm elf to all] thgu‘
awful

K'Clqn) &q |
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lawful A&ions: and they fay, bebold o
Man gluttonous, and a Wine-bibber, a Friend.
of Publicans, and Sinners. Aund fo again,.
when they were captioufly cenfuring him
for. eating with Publicans, and Sianers,
Matth. 9. 13. he juftifies this A&ion which
feemed fo obnoxious to them by the
Charity of his Intention ; They. that be
sohole need not & Phyfician, but they that are
fick. He was converfant among difeafed
Perfons, with. a Defign of healing them,
and among wicked Perfons with a
of converting and reforming them. And
certainly the {ame Charity may jullify,
our ,convﬁrﬁn§ with fuch : Eor fhould,
all ferious and pious Perfons, withdmaw
from them, it would only leave thofe
Difeafes, whichiare in themfelyes darn
gerous, altogether defperate , and . incue
rable. - And it would fare with them, ay
too often with many poor Wretches in
the Plague, who perith milerably,: npt
fo much from the Malignity of. their
Rifca&, as only for Want o?’l;ldp.'qu
ffiftance.. ' et .(J.'.\'.‘-,Ax'-
" But yet two Cautions are here. ne
rily to be obferved: R T
" xft. That thou thy fcIf be yery watchy
fiit over thine own Heare, angd over thine
own A&ions, when thou art in wicked
Company even with a Defign of dt?!mg
. em
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them good: Elfe, perhaps, thou mayft
thy felf get Infetion, while thon intend-
eft to cure it. For the fou
. hath corrupt Humoursin
very apt to take the Ca
beft Prefervative you ha
anoft Care and Caution,
«dq ia the leaft flacken, i
.but you will be invelved
and Sin, either by being
. Bxamples into the fame A
oiving at them, when it
-peeeflary . to reprove them
< And, f!dl]..That Oll Veisus G saus 1w
wicked Companv. if vou have not very
~probable that your Pre-
<feno¢.am an Occafion ta_
-hinder. their sms.  vwhich ordinarily
»you. may wikh Reafon exped, if either,.
.~ You  have Prudence enpugh to divert
. ﬂ”me ) i - SR
. Or Anthority enough to affright them,
Or, Thirdly, Reverence enough to over-
. awe and fhame them. -
One of thefe three Qualifications is ab-
flutely_  meceflary for every ome that
would coaverfe with wicked Men totheir
-Benche and Advantage ; either Prudence,
~or Autherity, or Reverence and Refpe(t.
. But for any other Chriftian (though he
- be.never. {0 zealous, and come fortified
S Y 4 with -
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‘with never fo good Intentions and Por-
pofes) he is no fit Man for fuch So-
~-» For, Firft, It is hazardoos whether he
fhall be able to preferve his Confcience
“fafe, where he fhall be born'down and
‘outbraved by boifterous Sinners, who
will feorn to be controul’d by a Perfon
“in whom there is nothing venerable but
“that Holine(s and Piety which they de-
;ﬁil‘e_{and' contemn. And fo he will lie
~under a' Temptation to do many unde-
cent, if not finfil A&ions, jonly that
“he may not be expofed to their ‘Scoffs

‘and’‘Injuries. ‘Or, - - - '
=" Secondly, If he preferve bis Conlcience
(fafe," yét his very-Zeal and 'Godlinefs
“will be madea Prey to their Taunts, and
the weak inefficacious Attempts e makes
- to check their Sins, will but the more
enrage and embolden them. They will
but fid the more, to beat him quite out
- of ‘Countenance 5-and that out ‘of mere
Pefpight that a Perfon, whom -they fo
-‘much contemn, {hould take apon him to
- préfcribe Lawsand Orders to them : And
: fo ififtead - of Phyficians, they will, ont
- of a miftaken Charity] prove only Musr-
--dérers to their Brother. Afd ¢hisI have
- frequently obferved in the World to be
i the fad 'and wofal Iffue of it. And th;re—
C , : ore
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 Fourthly, We are not to withdrawand
feparats from wicked Men in the Service
of God.. -We may join with them in
Prayes, in hearing the Word, yes, sad
ia all the. Qudioanees of Jefus Chrilt ¢
and be glad they will fo far own Reli-
gion, .as to. give it any, though but an
optward ‘and comgple ] Reverents
and Refped, The greas Scruple, 1 know,
is. congerping that @ofk facred Ordinance
of the Lord's: Supper 3 and that Place ber
fore-meationsd, 1 Cor. 5. 14. i here awch
infilted am, -with fuch 4n'onc, nb mot S0 o,

From,.whenee: they. infer, that if th

may .not :.qat- common: Breed with fu
who are Drunkards, Railers, Extostinoess,
or Unclean, &c. at their own Tables,
then much les may they eat facred Braed
with- them-at the Lord’s Table. And- this
Jeth; s an unan{werable Argumeat ¢o
";;gﬁiwae,pamiqn from thiem 18 this In-
l‘miou) S RTINS o " t
But to:this 1 an{wer, .. .
1. Jefits Chrilk himfelf eat hvis:

- per in’ Communion with one whom

knew to be 3 wicked Perfon; yea,and whom
he had branded with. ths. Black Nawe of

§ee Late Dpwil.: ¥Which; wete it: needful, coudd be

320,31, demonftrated as plain as Evidence it felf

Mark 1 4.

N 13.

can mdke any Thing. But¢,
Secondly,
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- Secondly, Let it be {uppofed that fuch
have no Right to partake of that holy
Qrdinance, yet you ought not to with-.
draw your felves becaufe of their Ad-
iffion, but endeaveur rather to remove.
Z.;m,; _If. you do..not know them to be
ailty, you are ‘meft uncharitable both,
5. ifpecting them, and in feparating only
upon a Sufpicion. If you certpinly know

theiy Guilt, have yau admonifh’'d them ?
If you have admenifh'd them both fe--
yet they

you ac-

whurch

Scandal

fed this

Chrift

3,80 of--

16, 17,

ing, but

remove

Offence,

ot par-

Sy ey sasv maaaly (R4S AILAnILIE Vi fhe a‘nc:
hely Ordinance.: If otherwife, if thou
baft neither reproved the Offender in pri-
. ‘vate, nor accufed him in publick, how

dareft, thou »m the Commu-
- gion of th f -Chrift ? How
- dareft thou his expref$ Ordex

. and Commans:3 -yea, and_think thy f;:llf
vty the
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the more holy “and pdré- for doing f® 2
Is this Confcieice ? ! Is this Religion ? Is
this ftric Piety and Godline(s > Nay; ra-’
ther let mie tell thee, it is a Piece of Phs-’
rifaical Pride to feparate becaufe of their
Sins, 'atid yet never“réptove, never ‘ac-
cufe them for their Sinst =~~~ .77 4,
- Thirdly, Bippofe we isy hot cat' Firni-
liarly with fuch at their -6%n: Tabled 3 yet
it is o Confequence €' drgié herice, thit:
therefore We may notteae with'thénd at
the Table of the Lord!/ And the Realfon’
is, becanfe the one is of Chbice, tHévther!
isof Neceffity, till thely B¥'éut off fronk the
Churcls - 1 thay chufesnvy-Acqdainiiacd
and: fawiiliar Friends!Witliihom ¢4 dsn-
verfe At iPledfure ; abdlif I-chufe dhofel
that sreé Witked - anderamgodly, Cwieheut
any chirieable’Defghidpotithem, Tithen!
finy auddhew! oy felf e be ' fuclyTan
ont as>deliphe in vaitpdhdrwicked - Per/
fons. - Bae'l néannot thifd Church-Méme
bers, ok iy 1'will (comrunicaté Wadp
thiis Man, boe'not with this, “tillothey
are cud off >fkom the Bodyof Chifft, ufi-
lefs' L delign:td makea Refit and Schifin
in tl'je.UHuyf.;of,zitf' ELURSEI (TP PN P37
-~ Fourthly; "To'cut thig* Sinews. bf * this
Objedtionsi i1 adfwer;” That: ‘upon -the
. Grounds - already’ premifed;it 1s-as law-
ful’ forfuiltwci{ with wicked and c(lliw]n-
A . er y
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be profitable and beneficial to them. Nor,
GL?dlj,‘in the Worfhip and Service of

Let u¢ now confider the pofitive Part
of this Duty; and fhew you in what
Cafes, and how far we are bound to
withdraw from them. = '
- Firft, We are bound to withdraw ouf
~ felves from all unneceffary Converfe and
Correfpondence with wicked and yngodly
Men. We are not to make them anr Bo-
fome Friends, nor otr chofen Intimates,
fror to have Society with them, more tharl
either the Neceffity of our Affairs, or 3
charitable Defign of doing them good
exa@s from us. And chis I take to be
the genuine and true Import of the Text,
Company not with any Brother that is vicioxs
and debanch'd, i. e. be ot his Intimate
and Familiar, give him no Countenance
yby fecking or imbracing his Acquaincance.
Weought not to chufe nor fele& fiich to
make them our Friends, our Confidents,
.or Privado’s. But if upén other ‘Ac-
‘counts we are obliged to converfe with
them, theo although the latter of this
Command reacheth fo farther thin thi

ctthby the ‘fame Reafon we are oﬁﬁge:l'
in the L ‘

Second
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- Secorrd Place, To withdraw from them

our inward Refpe® and Efteem, fetting
them low in our Affe®ions, and a¢coun-

#ing hnt meaniv and flightly of - them.

ives as a Charater
-dwell in God's baly
n whofe Eyes 4 vile Per-
They have learnt to
d Perfons as they are:
may have many great
t and Parts’ to adorn
hings dazle not their
now it is but an Jgais
3 all this Blaze,a Thing

r‘and fordid Vapours,

bafe, whofe Employ-
nd their End deplo-
can he highly value
laves, whom he fees
in the Devil’s Drud-

¢ but naufeate thofe

r in their Mire; and

thofe Dogs, when he fees them licking

up their Vomit! He knows. that fuch as
thele are vile in the God 3 and
it would be 2 Rtran hee if ¢
‘iould be.dear to:him, whote AffeQions
oaght to be conformed to his héavenly
Pathers. = o

. Thirdly, We ought to manifeft this

inward Diflike, by -our outwatd Demea-
. 3 nour,
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~ nour, and: to let them kpow by fome
- overt Afts, that they are-a Company
f Perfons we bave no.great Efteem nor

alue for. - We qught: to put a vaft Dif-

fence between our Converfc with thofe

who are fober and feriaus Chriftians, and.
thofe who arelewd and profane. Indeed,
if we have no great Love nor Efteem
for them, this Diffcrence  will foon ap-
pear of it felf. For let two pious Chri-
ftians converfe together, how_prefently
are their Souls touched with a mutuat
Sympathy ; and that Holine(s' which
knits them both unto Jefus Chrilt, knits
them likewife one to another. Their
Communion is {weet and free; no Re-
fervednefs, no Difgufts, but as full of
Joy, as it s of lnnocence; and their
Souls f{eem tp be as much one anothers
as their own, But let a Perfon, whofe
Vices havé made him odiqus, interveae,
and his Prefence (like that, as they fay,
of ‘evil Spirits) brings a Damp and Suf-
focation with it. Prefently their Joy is
ftifled, theic Frecdom reftrain’d, they
fhrink and.retire within themfelves; and
treat him with a vifible. Coldnefs, and an
inward Conftraint aed::Reluftancy. ‘And
indeed,we ought to fhew a kind of Aver:
fation tqwards. wicked- Men when we-are
in their Company, that it may :appﬁar
C g L that
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that ncither they, rior their Converfe, are

acceptable to us 5 etid that we are, as it

were, out of our proper Element, whil(¥

we are cngach in their Society. So we

find that holy David refolves to witnef§

, his Diflike whenever he fhould chanée to

be with evil Men, Pfal. 39: r. I will keep

my Mowth with a Bridle, while the Wicked

is beforé me, 1. e. 1 will Jay 4 Reltraine

upon my felf ; my. Words fhall be bug

few and fparing, that it may appeat fuch
Comiparnty is not at all grateful to me.

But here let.us beware of running into

tremes. Fot many Men may be apt to

take that for the Zeal of their Spirits;

which indéed is only the Frowardnefs of

+---*- Teémper 5 and fo inftead of an hely

e, may exprefs only a proud: Dif-

of wicked Men : / ~° the Sowr-

of theit Humour them no¢

onty from their Converfe, but from theif

i too, which they are ready to

as the only Thing that makes

wis crabbed and ill-natdred. And

€ to both thefe Particulars of

3 our Love and Efteem, and thd

nd Teltinionies of it towards

Men, we muft add chefe following

taarnons. T

" Farf, Thou oughtet licedfufly to dis -

. fingui(e between thg Brothers Perfori,
, ind
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and his Vices 5 and neither love, nor

hate the one for the other : For he that

loves his Perfon for his Vices, is a Devil 5

he that loves his Vices for his Perfon, is
a Flatterer ; he that hates his Vices for

his Perfon, is 2 Mm
hates his Perfon for
ftian and uncharital
Levit. 19. 17. God {
Brother in onr Heart,
an:one, whofe freque
frequent Caufe fhar

- And therefore St. 4s

Rule 5 De Civit. Dei,
propter vitium oderit |
tium propter hominem :
wiet bhominem :. ¢ Neil
“ Man for his Vice {ak
¢ forithe Man’s fake 5
¢ love the Man.” Fo
but. cure his Vice, th
Brother but ‘what: is
It 1s, I confefs, a ve
carry our, Love and
even an -Hand,that ¢l
trench upon the. o

truly I know but one oniy metnoa . now |

it may bé done 3 and that is, by u
utmoft Endeavours to reclaim and

our Brother: For thereby we do atonce

both exprefs oux Hatred againft his Sigsy,

5
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by Teeking to root them out and deltroy.
them 5 and our déarelt Love to. his Per<
fon, by fecking his etérnal Velfate ahd
Salvation. But, believe it, if we take.any
other Courft of exprefling our Diflike,
than what ih Probability may be benefi
cial to our Brother, and tend to reduce
him, we do not only declare our Hatred
to his Vice, but to his Perfon, from
which t hever to withdraw our
tendereft . And therefore to re=
joice at his Mifcarridges; to report themt
‘needlefly to his Difparagement s to up-
braid him fpightfully with thet, hot
feeking his Amendment, but his Shadie
and our Revetige 3 is too tri¢ 4 Sign, that
‘be our Hatred neven fo great againft his
Vices, yet it is not little 4lfo. againft his
very Perfon. That's the Firft Cantion.
- Secondly, Arother Caution is this: We
‘muft not fo far withdraw the Teltimonies
‘of our Refpe& and Efteem from the molt
wicked Perfon on, Earth, as to deny hirit
.that Civility and Refpe& which is dpe
anto his Place 5 nor ta refufe him the
Dffices of Humanity, which that com-
fnon Nature we dre all Partakers of, doth
,rballen s¢ fram vs. . The otie i$ tot Re-
ligion, .but Rudenefs, and fhews tiot {0
-much Zeal, as want of Breedifig : The
“bther is barbarous and unnataral ; with

% 2 which
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. which the Satyrift juftly taxeth the ftub-
born Jews, Non monfirare vias, quefaum
oftendere fomtem, Juven. Satyr. That they
wonld not fbew the Way, nor dire a thirfty
Traveller to: a Fonntain, if be were not of
their Religion. But certainly, Religion doth
‘not teach Men to be furly and churlifh; .
but it 18 the moft gentle, the moft obli-
‘ging and affable Thing in the World. It
35 beautiful to fee Chriftians kind and
_refpe&ful to all, in their Deportment
‘taking all.Opportunities to behelpful and
-beneficial even towards thofe with whom
‘thiey ‘refule Familiarity. This their ready
‘Willingnéfs to do good to the worft of
‘Men, will be a2 moft effeGual Means to
bring up 2 good Report upon their Pro-
feflion, when it (hall appear that nothing
but their Confcience and their Religion
‘prompts them to it. Our outward De-
~portment towards others, is to be regu-
lated by outward Refpelts, as well as our
inward Veneration by inward Excellen-
cies. I owe not fo much Ceremony to
a mean Man, although truly gracious,
-#5 I do to a great Man, though impious
and profane : The one fhall have my- Hat,
the other.{hall have my Heart. Certainly,
‘it 15 but a fullen Humour, and not Reli-
gion, that teacheth any to deny acco-
ftomed ‘and due Relpects. .Fefiws, tho'
: ' I an
|
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an Unbeliever, fhall be moft Noble,: as
well as Fofeph of Arimathea an honourable
Counfeilor, though it be added in his
Stile, that ke waited for the Kingdow: of
God. Though fome wicked Men fhould
‘be equally great in Crimes, as in Power. 5
yet I ought to pay their Place ‘and their
Quality my Reverence, whilft I referve
my Veneration and Efteem for the poor-
eft Saint. That's a Sccond Caution. .
Thirdly, When, I fay, that we ought
to withdraw our Love and Affedtions
from wicked and ungodly Perfons, we
muftobferve that there isa twofold Love:
A Love of Benevolence, whereby we
wifh well to the Party beloved, and en-.
deavour to promote his Good ; and a
Love of Complacence and Friendfhip,
whereby we take Deliglit in him. . .We
ought to lave all wicked Men, whofoever
they are, with a Love of Benevolencs,
cordially . defiring their Good: and -Wel-
fare, labouring what in us lies to farward
it. But geaerally we ought notto.lave
them with a Love of Complacency,  De-
light, and Friendfhip. - @ ;. o
Fourthly, We -are to withdraw from
wicked Mdn, our Love: and the Expref-
fions-of & 3 not abfolutely, fo as not to
love nof sefteem them at all ; but.only
‘comparatively, fo as to loye - and efteem
- | Z3 them
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 :themlefs: And that in a twofold Com-
parifon, © - = S
> Firfl; If we are not related to them,
*to efteem them far lefs than'we do others
+¢hat are truly {ober and ferious Chrifti-
ans. Our Delights {hould be in fuch, as
“are the Excellént Ones upon Earth 5 and
.we fhould in-all . our Demeanour pute
-vifible Difference betwgen. .our Deport-
ment. towards the ‘one, and the other,
‘fhat it might be feen, that my Converfe
.with the one is only out of Charity or
‘Neceffity 5 but with the other it is. out
.of Delight, . and: a free unconftrained
-Choice. And,..: s . 1 oerrdoas
- -Seccudly, 1§ we are nearly related to
.them, and by that Bond .are- perhaps ob-
liged to love them more than any:other
Perfons in the World,. yet afo-we muft
-Jove them lefs in"comparifon, if oot to
others, .yet to: themfelves. » There are
-fome natural . and fome .civil ‘Relations
“in which .we. ftand, :that challenge from

. wus a Love and Efteem of the higheft Na-
-tute, though- the Perfons be never fo
wicked and. impious. :. And : if. we do
rpot love..and honour them above all
-pther: Perfons in .the. World,.:we fin.
-And. yet we . mult Jove rthem Compa-
vatively lefs, becaufe of their - Vices;

- .got indeed les than other Perfons, .but
e R N T R RAE T -

| .
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lefs than we fhould elfe love, and ho-
nour, and efteem themfelves, were they
- truly virtuous and holy. Natural and
Civil Relations are a ftrong and invio-
lable Bond of Love and Refpe&. But yet
where true Grace and real Godlinefs is to
be found, there the Union of our Souls
~fhould be clofeft and moft indearing :
And this double Cord, both of Grace and
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Nature, (hould knit us (treighter to them,

than where only one of thefe doth tie
the Knot. And we fhould in a wife and
obliging Manner let them know, that
though we refpett and value them as
they are, above all earthly Enjoyments,
yet our Refpett, Love and Valuation of
them would be far greater than it is,
could we but prevail upon them to be
other than they are. Thefe are the Cau-~
tions [ thought fit to give you. And thus
I have done with the firft General, the

Stating of the Duty, how far, and in

what Cafes we ought to withdraw from
the Company and Converfe of wicked
and ungodly Men that walk diforderly.

. The Second is, To give you fome Rea-
fons that may inforee this Duty to you.
Aund indeed, it being a Duty that {eems
fo rough and morofe to the too fociable
and compliant Humours of moft Men,

f L4 it
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it had need be back’d with very cogent
Motives and Reafons, And fuch 1 doubg
not but to produce.

- Firf}, 1t is an A& of the greateft Love,
and Mercy, that we can thew to their Per-
fons. - We are not to feparate from them
out of Spight or Peevi(hnefs, but out of
Good-will and Charity 5 it being the laft,
and probably the moft effettual Means ta
reclaim them: And therefore, as the
Church is impower'd by Chrilt to draw
forth its laft Weapon againft obftinate
and. contumacious Sinners, and to cut
them off from its Fellow(hip by the dread-
Tol Sentence of Excommunication (which
Power is given her, not for the Deftru&is
- o1 of any, :but for their Edification 5 that
they may thereby:be brought to a Sight
of their Sins, 2nd. repent for them ); fo
alfo that perfonal Power which every pri-
vate Chriftian hath over his own Con-
verfe, . to refrain from the Society of fuch
as walk diforderly, fhould be ufed by him
(with the Ruales and Cantions before pre-
{cribed) towards thofe who are otherwife
incorrigible, as a charitable Means to re-
duce them from their finful Ways 5 that
when they fee themfelves thus banifh'd,
and, as it were, excommunicate from the
foompany:of .all thofe that are fober and
T s ferious,
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ferious, they may be moved to refle®
upon their A&ions, and to return both

res, and to God: And there-
»oftle gives us this Command,
4. Note that Man, and have no
th him, that be may be afbamed,
I, if a Man be not altogether
in Wickednefs, if he be not
: to Bathfulnefs, it muft needs.
blufh to think, that he thould
fuch a vile Wretch, that all
(hould carefully fhun the very
:athes in. and the Places he
ad infeious. ‘The
Company a wicked
man it proves a Snare to him : For
by his ramiliarity with evil Men, he is
hut tempted to more and greater Sins,
And by good Mens Familiarity with him,
he will be (hrewdly tempted to Security,
and Sclf-confidence, uander his Sin and
Guilt.  He will argtie with himfelf, thae
certainly: {uch Men ‘who are reputed holy
angd pious, would ot converfe with me
as they do, did they not think well, and
entertain a good Opinion of me.. Were
fuch and f{uch Sins fo black and horrid;
as fome:few fowré People would fain pex-
- {wade me, thefe godly People would thun'
my Company as unworthy of them, and
- gvoid me as a Per{on both . noifome and'
RN dangerous,
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- dangerous. And therefore, doubtlefs, 1
may keep my Sins, and yet go Hand in
Hand with them to Heaven ; for if we
part not by the Way, I hope we fhall not
part at the Journey’s End. And fo’they
are harden'd in their Sins ; and you by
keeping Company with them, and not
reproving them, prove the Ruine and
Deftruction of their Souls. Whereas did
you but withdraw your felves from their
Society, it is probable the very Shame of
fecing themfelves for{aken, and left as it
were lonely and defolate in the World,
would .at length work in"them an Hatred
of thofe Crimes which they fee fo de-
tefted by others. And thus we. {hould
only leave them for a Seafon, that we

. might afterwards enjoy them for ever.
That's the firft Reafon.

Secondly, Confider the great Danger you
are-in, of being your felves defiled with
the Converfe of wicked and ungodly Men.
There is no Plague, no Leprofly in the
World fo catching, as thatof Sin: For,

1f2. Our Hearts themfelves are natu-
rally corrupt : There are in us the latent
and lurking Seeds of all manner of Wic-
kednefs, We fhould therefore beware,
how we venture an evil Heart amongft
evil Examples. The Devil hath a ftrong
o Party
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Party within us, that watch all Advanta-
‘%’:s to betray us. ‘And if thou wilt needs
gadding Abroad, to obferve the Man-
siers -and Fathions of the World, "beware
thou beeft-not caught -and ravifh’d, and
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{ent Home with a2 Wound 'and" Difho- 7

nour. : Andj - 2

i 2dly. It is the Glory and impious
Pride of wicked Men, to rub their Vices
upon as many as they can: They would
fain make all like themfelves : And it is
much to be doubted if ‘thou ventureft
among them, that as thou art more prone
to be infetted, than they are to be cured
(for Sin is natural both to themand us,
:but fo’ is not Grace); fo alfo they will
fhew more Zeal and Forwardnefs to de-
tbauch :and corrupt thee, than thou wilt
to reform and reclaim them. Nay, indeed
it cannot.otherwife be : For they will look
-upon ‘thy ‘Sobriety and'Serioufnefs, as a
fevere Upbraiding them for their Diffo-

lutene(s and Profanenefs; and fo to eafe

-themfélves of fuch a troublefome Refletti-
on,” would fain banith that Virtue which
reproacheth them : And therefore will be
earneftly perfwading thee to do as they
do, and be as they are. ‘And, I believe,
the very beft Chriftians will find it avery

-hard Task when they are engaged-in fuch
Company, to keep -themfelves pure and

L R P R unfpotted,
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unfpotted, when they have fo many Dift
advantages againft them,. as an evil Na-
tare within to prompt them, and evil
Examples and Inticements without, to al
Jure them. In this Refpeét certainly, there
is not fo much Danger in converfing with
wicked Heathens and Infidels, as there is
with wicked Chriftians : For as Phyficians
obferve, that Difeafes fooner infe& thofe
that are of a:Blood, than thofe that are
Strangers one to another : Sois it likewife
in the moral Difeafes of the Soul. The
~ Vices of a-Brother, .of one.that is called a
Chriftian,; are more dangerous and conta-
gious, than of a Stranger and Alien ;5 in-
afmuch as the Samene(s. of - Profeffion is
apt to make us lefs fufpicious, and wary
of his Ations. .And when we both own
and embrace the fame Religion, .we are
.apt, firft to favour, and then to imitate his
Deeds: And therefore the Apoftie:com-
-mands us, efpecially to withdraw from every
Brother shavwalketh diforderly. . And that, if
-not-ont of Charity to him, yet at leaft we
fhould do it out of Care to our own Souls;
-for we. are in Danger to be led afide by
their-evil Examples. And how many have
returned from {uch Converfe with bloodi-
ed Confciences’! Their poor Souls have
Jong lain langnithing under thofe Waunds
which they have regcivid. in the Houﬁ;
‘! ] o
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reft ahd Security’s {ake, to abandon the
Company of wicked Men, tnlefs. perhaps
you intend to perith with them for Com-
ny. . , S
Pagbl;. Confider, that if no other Pu:
nifhment overtake you, yet the vety So-
~ ciety of fuch muft necds be a continual
Burden and Vexation to all thofe who are
trily confcientious, and tender-hearted
Chriftians : So that, if not for your Secu-
rity, yet at leaft for your own Content
and Satisfation, you fhould think yout
felf obliged to defert the Company of
fuch who muft needs be a perpetual Grief
and Torment to you. Thou who haft any
Reverence for the holy Name of God
any Veneration for the Myfteries of the
Gofpel, and the Truths which thou ljprc)
fefleft 5 any Love and Efteem for Piety
and Godlinefs ; any Refpe& for Tempe:
‘rance and Sobriety ; with what Pleafure
canft thou converfe with thofe who im-
pioufly tear and rend the holy Name. of
the great God with. their hellith Oaths
and Curfes 2 Who deride Piety, and all
that profefs, or pracife it : - Who make it
. their Bufinefs to overthrow the Faith, and
expofe. the facred Oracles- of God, and
My fteries. of - Religion ;. upon which all
thy - Hopes . for the future are buile, to
publick Scorn and. Contempt ; who air;
ot ‘ on
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only witty when they are profane, and
learned when they are atheiftical ; whofe
‘Mouths are froth’d with Lafcivioufnefs,
and whofe moft familiar Diale& is Ribal-
dry 5 who are continually abufing them-
~ felves, and Gad'’s better Creatures; by their .
- Excefs and Intemperance ;. and boaft of it

as an heroick Atchievement, how many
they have fell'd by the downright Valour
of their Riots ! Are thefe Companions fi¢
for thee who calleft thy felf a-Chriftian,
and makeft Profefion of that Religion
‘which requires Purity and exa&t Holinefs
fram all its Votaries ? - Canft thou find
~any Pleafure in fuch Society ? 'If ‘thou
canft, thou thy feIf art not only one of
:them, but worfe 5 for fo the Apoftle ac-
counts ‘thofe who have Pleafure in fuch
wicked Per(ons, Rom. 1. 32. Butif thon
-haft but one Spark -of Grace under all that
- Flame of Devotidn thou make(t thew of;
thou wilt be {o: far from taking Delight in
foch Company,- that it will be the greateft
Burden and Vexation of thy Life:. And
when thou haftheard thy God difhonour-
od, thy Keligion abufed, thy holy Gofpel
¢enied or derided 5 and feen all the Abo-
minations that Wrath, Luft, and Luxury
yprompts. thofe to, who are Slaves to thefe
tﬂtha' Paffions, wilt return Home with
#{ad and heavy Heart, and ﬁﬂd'abundax}t
i Caufe
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Caufe-to weep over their Sins, tho’ thod
‘haft reproved them; or thine own, if
thou hatt riot 3 And what a Folly thea
i8 it, voluntary to make thiie own Life
‘tncomfortable 5 and by Seeing and Hear-
ing, vex thy righteous Soul from Day to
Day with their urlawfut Deeds ? Indeed,
if thou att conftrained to dwell amongft
fuch, it_is thy Afflition ; but it is: thy
Sin, if it be thine own. Choice. It were
altogether as pleafant an Abode, to dwell
among Lions, and Bears, and Tygers, and
all the-ravenous Beafts of the Forreft. See
how David complains of it, Pfal. 5. 4.
My Sanl 7% ansong Lions, and 1 lic even among
them that are fet on Fire 5 evem the Soms of
Men, whofe Teeth are Spears. and Arrony, and
their Tongue:a foarp Sword.. And fee how
paffionately he bemoans himfelf, thdt he
wis under‘the fad Necellity of converfing
with fuch Perfons, Pfal, 120. 5. Wo is me,
that I fojourn in Melechi, that 1 dwell in the
Tents of Kedar. If thou art conftrain'd
to this unequal Converfe, either throught
God'sProvidence calting thee among fuch,
or throngh the Neceffity of thine Affairs
or Relations, thou oughteft to look upon
it as a fore and heavy Afffi&ion 5 and wik
find frequent Occafion ini the An of
thy troubled Spirit to cry out, Wo is md,
that my Soud dwells among Lions, that I ﬁjowr;
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in-the Tents of wicked and wngodly Men':'
That ever 1 thould refide in thofe Places,
and among thofe People, where the Name
of God is daringly blafphemed, the Ways'
and Worfhip of God impudeatly derided’s’
whiere I hear nothing but Oaths and Cors!
fes, and fee nothing but wicked Examples.’
Certainly, -if thy Heart be true and up--
riﬁlt ‘before God, this will be thy perpe-"
tall Torment': But if thou needlefly ma-:
kefk fuch ‘Converfe thy Choice, it 1s not
daly thy Suffering, bat thy Sin too:
~*Sthly. Confider, thy Converfe withlewd
ankd ungodly Men, will be a very great
Hindrance to thee from doing of thy-
: y. Art thou to performany Duty of
Religion in the Worthip and Service of
yod ? Thou “wilt find there is no fuch
Cheék to the Freedom of thy ‘Spirit, as the
Prefénce o6f wicked Perfons 3 who watch
all we do, and with a malignant Eye,
wait for {ome ‘Advantage to' {coff and
tadnt usifor'it.  So that our holy Zeal
atié Ardour:will: be very much dampd
through the finful Awe that is upon us,
of oftending them, Is it any common
Affair of thy Life, that thou art:to* tranf-
a& ? ‘If thy Idtérefts be much interwoven
with theirs, 'it is hard if they do not im-
. poftune and piévail with thee, to put in
- fome of their Bysf;‘ 5 - and perfwade thee

i a to
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“to do fomewhat, that eithér is difhonelt
or indecent. Art thou invefted with
Power and Authority, as a Magiltrate?

How hard will it be for thee, to punifh
the Crimes of thofe whom thou ha{t made

tby Companions and Aflociates| How hant
to adminifter Juftice impartally againft-
a]l the Solicitations of thy wicked. Ac-
quaintance, who will be ready ta plead on
- the Behalf of the Guilty, only becaufe:
they are fo ! ArtthonanInferiour?. How
hard will it be to preferve thy felf free and
untainted, from the Vices.of thofe upon
whom thoy liveft and dependsft ! Andife
in every State; and Condidon of Life; aee
fhall fiad. that Converfe with; wicked amd;
gngodly Men,, will prove,to ns eithen.s:
mighty Temptarion wholly .t neglegt.
our Dutys:-ory A, great Impadiment i6o50
- conlcientious .and : right- Performance - of
] L oL P T A T L B SR
i 6thy. ;Confider, -that thou haft other
Company te keep, and ncedeft.nottape
- beholden .to wicked Men for- their Con- i

verfe.

Firf?, Thereare good Men, whofe Com-
pany and Acqeaintance we fhovld covet
and defire: Aad, Thanks be to God, thmt
though thefs 'are but thinly fown in the
World 4 yet there are but few Pll:ca

w here .
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“toes Yot o, but fome oné
whoth we may
Companion to
ey thould be but
enough to take
thefe are enough
lates, and Fami-
Thar Pricivds. - The reft thou lawfull
converfe with for thy Necewties ; thofe
thou Msotd'(t felet for thy Choice and
Délighe. " Or, |
il ; 1f all others hould be wicked
. and profane, and thoam fhould't live like
Lot i Sedom, fiv tighedons Perfont in the
Place dut thy lelf 5 yet are thou ot left
defolate smd folitary.  Haft thoa not a
m@d«!gaﬂwn ifl 4 good Confclence?
Mpan
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on whichi thou always carrie®

dbour with thee. This is fuch Company
as awitked Mah date riot keep. Alas!
thereis notliing bur chiding and brawling

stHome s A quatrelfome Conlcience, cor-

ing Giillt,ghaltly Refletions,pale Fears,
. Feipovs] Difpait, Self-aceafing, and Self-
" condadining Thoughits, that Hell would
b simolt: as quiet at Abode for him, a5
his own Confcience. And thérefore he
keeps moft Abroad, and converfeth with
myfﬁin%,’ rather than his own Heart
s coutiplaing of being forfaken and foli-
* gavy,: #ite hath not {owe to divert him
> Aa 2 . om
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from minding the troublefome Difcourfes

- of his own Confcience.. VVhereas with

a godly Man, all is quiet and. calm at
Home ; he can take his Heart afide, and
commune with it, and entertain himfelf
with a filent Joy. And certainly, he that
hath fuch a ferene, pure, and pacified
Confcience, can never complain forWant
of good Company. Nay, - 3
Thirdly, Thou may'lt every where,.and
at all Times, keep Company. with the
great God of Heaven and Earth.: And he
will make one with thee: And then thoa
may’lt fay, as our Saviour did; [« wot
alone, bus I and my Father. Certainlythat
Soul hath a {traage gadding Humour,' and

18 not fociable but wanton, whomt the

Company and Communion of God hink
felf cannot fatisfy. Such as thefe would
certainly have repined to have been.the

firft in Heaven 5 .and would have thought

Abel himfelf not campleatly happys . who
had there none of his own Rank te.gon-
verfe with. “And thus much for the.Rea-
fons or Motives to:this Duty ;' far.in a
pradical Subje, Reafons and Motives ags
the very fame,  _ . G e

" Suffer me to clofe up all, with a brief

Word of Application : I thajl-but mome

tion what mig‘,l;t'l/ne moselargdy}nﬁgegroz‘ .
L€ E "
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- Firft, Ought we thus to withdraw from
thofe that walk diforderly? Then let not
wicked Men condemn cenfcientious Chri-
ftians, as if they were proud, or fcornful,
or unfociable. Know that it is not out
of Pride, or Humour ; but only out of"
Charity to thee, and Care of themfe]ves,
that they dare not keep thee Company.
They are far better Friends to thee, than
thofe who help thee to confirme away thy
preciousTime, and damn thy precious Soul.
They pity thee, they pray for thee, and
will be ready to contribute their utmoft
Affiftance to thy Advantage. Change thou
but the Lewdnefs and Diflolutene(s of thy
Life, and thou wilt quickly find them
to be the moft affable, courteous, and
complaifant Companions in the whole
World. L
Secondly, Muft we withdraw from every’
one that walketh diforderly 2 Let this then
ferve to break all Knots and Combinations
of wicked Men. God, the greatMafter and
Prefident of all Societies, hath prefcribed
us the Rules of our Converfe 5 which if it
be not regulated according to the Meafures
he hath given us, is no longer to be called
a Society, but a Confederacy, and Con-
fpiracy again(t Heaven. Thefirft and chief-
eft Thing to be regarded in all Company,
‘18 the Company it felf ; which if it be
— Aa g impious
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impious and debauch’d, we ought as care-
ful?y to avoid, as we would a commen
Pelt. For the Devil hath nao fuch artifi-
cial Method, of infinuating Vige into-the.
Minds of thofe who are of ingenpons and
facile Natures, ‘than firft to toll them into.
the Haunt of wicked and lewd Perfons :
For Cuftom ufually begets Liking, and
+ that Imitatjon. Know therefore, that it i3
thy indifpen{able Duty to feparate from
all thy loofe and ungodly Companions,
unlefs thon intendelt to keep themCom-
. pany to Hell, and there burn together in
unquenchable Flames. Think how thefe
Wretches, that now hug and embrace
one anather, will then fly in one ano-
ther's Faces 5 and with fearful Quteries,
charge their Damnation one upon aac-
ther: One for inticing, the other for
confenting 5 one for complotting, -the
other for exceuting, and there hus} Fire-
brands at one another for ever, - .0
Thirdly, Here {ee the Mifery of thefe
thatare wicked : God hath fo law and vile
Eftcem for them, that he nos.only thinks
them unworthy of his Prefengein Heaven,
but of the Conyerfe and Society. of Saints
here on Earth, . . Dt re
- Fourthly, Let it be for Exhertation, to
thof¢ who are true Chriftjaps, that they
wauld withdraw thamfelves from sl “‘z
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wak. diferderly. The Motives .and Argu-
ments that_ might perfwade you to this,
you have heatd already: I fhall there-
fore only give you a few Helps and Directi-
ons. . , : ~

- 1ft. Get your Hearts much off from
thole Things, that wicked and carnal Mea
are permitted to abound in: For thefeare
the Baits that draw and allure you to their
Company. There is fcarce any Perfon
that loves another only “becaule he is
wicked, but becaule of fome Advantage,
and fecular Commodity, that he hopes
and ‘expe&ts from him. Now when we
can overlook all their temporal Pre-emi-
nences, their Wealth, their Honout and
Intereft, and the like, from which we
might expet any Profit to our felves, we
thall not be in much Danger of being in-
weigled by a Perfon who bath nothing to
recommend him but his Vices 3 nor by
thofe Vices which have nothing to recom-
wmiend them, - befides their own Deformity
and Uglirefs, =

* ndly. Be as little beholden and engaged
to wicked ‘Pérfons, as poffibly you can :
Por beceiving -of Courtefies from -them,
will feem to oblige yot. jn :Gratitude to
converfe with, yea and finfully to hu-

mous them. :
Aa 4 3dly. Let
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~:-3dly. :Let them fee that yon are Perfons
of Jmoft undaunted Courage and Refolu-
tion, that will not be afraid of the Face of
any Man alive ; but will boldly reprove
them as often as they dare to fin in your
Prefence : For this will be the Means ei-
ther, effeGtually to reform them, or at leaft
to make thy Company the lefs acceptable
4o them, and fo to deliver thee from the
Datger of tbeirs. , s

Fifthly, Let me add ong Exhortation
more ; and that is, that thefe who are
truly. pious, Chriftians, would fo demean
themfelves, that all who have any Inge.
nuity in them, may acknowledge that
their Company is far more defirable, than
-the Company and Converfe of lewd and
-profligate Perfons. |
. ; 1f..Walk fo that Men may fee there
is a Reality in your Principles, aad that
‘your Prattice is agreeable to your Profef-

n; For this brings a great Credit to

eligion, and is a beautiful and charmi
‘Thing in the Eyes of all. That Man mx?&
‘needs render himfelf grave and confidera-
Jble;' who profefieth what is tyue, and pra-
ifeth his Prefeffion. .

5&1,!9 Lﬁ
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. 2dly.. Let themnifind an Evenned; and
conftant Tenor in your Life and Conver-
fation . Be the fame in your Houfes, as.
in the-Church 5. in Private, as in Publick :
For nothing. doth--fo much ingratiate a
Man.in the Reverence and Eftegm of others, '
as to he conftant and fnitable to-himfelf in
all Oecurrences. o :
:-3dly. Efpecially labour to outftrip wic-
ked Mepn,. .in thofe commendable Things:
wherein they feem-moft to-excel, and by.
which they gaia upon the. Affeltions of
others to.their Ruine. As, . - . N

. Firft, Some wicked Perforis pretend to,
be very exa& in doing the Works of Ju-.
ftice, in giving.every one their Due:  And'
it is fad to cenfider, how -they trample
upon,;. and triumph over the Profeflion of
Religion upon this veryAccount,that many.
who bave pretended highly to it, have
been found notorioufly guilty of Rapine,
Extortion and Deceit, Now, O Chriftians?.
gain this Ground of them, and make it.
appear that you are as juft towards Men,:
as religious towards God, that. neither.
you, nor your Gofpel, may be evil fpo-
ken of.. . e
~ Secondly, They brag much of theirCour-
tefly and Affability, towards all: And
indged, by this very A&, they draw many
’ into
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" into their Society, and'the Snare.of the
Devil. Be you therefofe kind and obli-
.ging, dnd ufe all the honeft Infinuations
you may to win othets firft to a Love of

your Perfons, and then of Virtue.
Ttirdly, They boaft-much of Love and
Agreement among themfelves ; which,
though it be very falfe, yea; and impof-
fible, that thofe who do not agree in
God, who'is Love, fhould ever cordial-
ly agtree in Toving each other: Yet be-
caufe>they maintain a kind of League
and Confederacy among- themfelves,
whereby they draw others to join with
them ; therefore let troe Chriftians, who
are all -united to Chrift Jefus by Faith,
Be likewift -united one to another by
Lotve. Shall :the Members of Satan agree;
and: pot' much more - the Members of
Chrift > Never caft -that Shame either
upon your Lord and Mafter, who is the
Prinidé of 'Peace, or upon his Holy Gof-
1, which s the Gofpet of Peace. Bue
the Indearednefs of your mutual Af-
fe&tion ohe'to adother, win over others
to the Obedience of the Truth, who
will: be much the fooner perfwaded to
it, when they are once convinced thae
only in the Soctety of true Chriftians,
they fhalt find truc Friends, and fach
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who will moft fincerely and cordially
love them.

Fonrthly, They boalt much of their
Charity and good Works ; how liberal
they are in relieving the Wants and Ne-

ties of the Poor. Let them notcarry
away this Glory from you. But as we
have Opportunity, let us do good unto
all, and thereby lay up for our felves
Treafures in Heaven, “till we come to our
own, that is, our Heavenly Country,
where we fhall be repaid with abundant
Intereft and Advantage. Where we fhall
converfe with God and with CIXFL with
Angels, and the Spirits of juft Men made
perfe. Where we fhall for cver be freed
both from the Contagion and Trouble of
wicked Company. Where we fhall with
infinite Joy and Satisfation embrace the
Society of thofe good Men with whom
we have here taken fweet Counfel together,
- without Fear of Difunion or Separation,
when both they and our felves fhall be
made infinitely better.

-~ AGAINST
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