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_ﬁut let Patience havve her perfect Work,
that yc may ke perfect, and emtire,
wanting hothing.

F we confider the State
and Condition of thofe
Fews, to whom the
Apottle direéts this E«
piftle, we fhall find,

that as they were a di~-
: {perfed, fo they were an
aflited,; and perfecuted People.  There
was always a moft implacable Hatred, in
other Nations; againft the Fews; ac-
\ counting
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counting them the moft bafe, perverfe,
and intamous People under Heavess
And, doubtlefs, though the whole Body
of them, which lived in Fudea, were
well enough fecured from their Affronts
and Injuries; yet, fuch Pareels of them
as were {cattered into other Countries,
fadly felt the Effeéts of this natural Aver—
fation and Antipathy. Yea, fo low and
defpicable was their Condition, that their
own Brethren, in Scorn and Contempt,
call themr the difperfed among the Gen-
tiles, John vii, 35. Their ancient Reli-

ion, which they had received from Mo-
es, was {o odious te the Heathen, among
whom they lived, that they accounted it
the moft ridiculous and fordid Superfti-
tion that ever was invented. And, be-~
caufe they firmly adhered to a Way of
Worthip, which was fo contradiétory to
that grofs Idelatry which had generally
obtained in the World, they both de
rided them as credulous, and, hated
‘them as flubborn and inflexible. There
is no Hatred f{o bitter and irreconcilable,
as that which arifeth from different Re~
ligions. For, Religion being avowedly
the higheft Coneern of Mankind 5 thofe .
‘who differ in this, cannot but mutually
accufe one another of Folly and Mad-
-fiefs :  And this begets mutual Comemg&

J
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and ends in Malice and Violence § whilft
each feeks to take the Part of his God,
and to vindicate his own Wifdom in
cthoofing him, againft thofe who muft
needs be concluded to defpife, becaufe
‘they do not worfhip him. ~And, therea
fore, as thefe fcattered Fewws were has
ted and perfecuted upon the account of
their own native Religion, fo much more,

- when divers of them were converted to °

the Faith of CHR 15T, becaufe they then

took up, and profeffed a Religion, more

contrary to the Gentile Impiety, than
Fudaifm itfclf was. Yea, they were not
only hated by the Gentiles, but by their
own Countrymen, the unbelieving Fews ;
who took all?'Occaﬁons to ftir up the Peo-
ple againft them, and to expofe them, as
the Maintainers of a peftilent Sect; to the
Fury of ithe enraged Multitude. And
we read frequently, in the Aéts, what
Tumults, and Uproars, and Perfecutions,
were raifed againft them by this Means.
Now, to thele difperfed and diftreflfed
Chriftians, the Apoftle directs this his
Epiftlé, and exhorts them, ver. 2. My
é;etbren, count it all Foy when ye fall in=
to divers Temptations s that is, when ye
fall into divers Tribulations. For, by
Temptations here, he means not the in-
ward Affaults of the Devil, but the out-
e ‘B 2 - ward
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ward Affaults of his Inftruments. A
ftrange Command, one would think, to
bid them rejoice at fuch a Time, and in
fuch Circumftances, as thefe! - What! to
rejoice when they were buffeted, revi~
- led, {poiled, and murdered ! appointed
as Sheep to the Slaughter ! enjoying
* their Lives only at the Courtefy of their
Enemy’s Malice! expecting hourly to be
+ haled out,to fuffer Torments, and Death ¥
Is thisa proper Oceafion for Joy? or ra-
ther, for Sorrow, and Dejection2 No,
faith the Apoftle; Although your Tryals
be great and manifold, yet account it Joy,
~yea, account it all Foy, when ye. fall into
thefe divers Temptations, ver. 2. |
W E LL; but certainly foftrange an Ex~
hortation as this, which feems fo quite
- contrary to the Inclinations of Nature,
- had need be back’d by fome ftrong Mo~
tive to enforce it. And that the Apoitle
gives them, in the third Verfe; Know--
ing this, that the Tryal of yowr Faith
‘worketh Patience: And, therefore, ac~
count it all Foy, when ye fall into divers
Temptations. Now, in this are included
Two Things, which fhould mightily fur-
ther their Joy.
Firft, That all their Sufferings and Af-
fli&ions are for the Tryal of tgeir Faith.
G oo, by thefe, trys, whether your Faitt)h
e
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be well grounded, and faving; or, whe-
ther it be only temporary, and flitting.
He trys, whether it be weak, or ftrong;
whether it be able ro ftay, and fupport
itfe]f, only upon a Promife; or wants
the Crutches of Senfe, and vifible Enjoy-
ments, to bear it up; Whether it be a
Faith that is wrought in you, only by
Convition ; or,a Faith that hath wrought
in you a thotough Converfion: Whether
it be a Faith wrought in you, only by
Evidence of the Truth ; or, a Faith that
is accompany’d with a fincere Love of
the Truth? And, therefore, rejoice in
your Sufferings and Aflitions; for thefe
will help you to determine this grear
ani important Queftion. If your Faith
be fuch, as can overcome the World ; if
it can perfuade you to efteem the Re-
proach of CHR1sT, greater Riches than
. the Treafures of the World ; if it re-
{pects more the Promifes of G o p, than
the Threatnings of Men; and future Re-
wards, than prefent Advantages; if it
fan bear both the Anvil anc? the Fur-
nace: This is a Faith that is true and
enuine ; and when it is thus tryed, it
thall be found unto Praife, and'}}l,on()ur,
and Gilory, at the Appearing of [JB SUS
" Curist,astheApoftle {peaks, 1 Pet.i. 7.
Such a Faith as this, that can endure the
B3 - Fire,
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" Fire, and lofe nothing of its Wcighf and

Subftarice, is truly precious, more pre»
cious than Gold that perifheth. Such a

_ Faith, that can bring you to die for

Curist, will certainly bring you to live
with CuR1s¥. And, have younot great
Caufe, then, to rejoice in Afflictions,
which afford you a Means to know, whe~
ther your Graces be genuine, or {puri~

‘ous ? whether they be fuch as will bear

his Judgment and Tryal hereafter, by
bearing Afflitions and Chaftifements
here ¢ Certainly, that Chriftian hath
great Reafon to {ufpe&t himfelf, that can-
not rejoice he is going to Heaven, tho’
Xodu' fends a fiery Chariot to fetch him,
n -

Se’condly,' This Tryal of their Faith
worketh Patience. The more a Chris
ftian bears, the more he is enabled to
bear, His Nerves and his Sinews knit
and grow ftrong under his Burdens,
And, therefore aﬁ'o, account it all Foy,
when you fall into divers Temptations.
For Patience is, of itfelf, fuch a Chri-
ftian Excellency and Perfeion, that all
Tryals and Affli¢tions that tend to in.
creafe this, are to be reckon’d, by us,
as Gain and Advantage. If thy Sorrows
pnd Troubles add any degree of Fortix
tude to thy Patience, thow haft far more

« reafon
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reafon to rejoice, than to repine. For, no- -
ching in this prefent Life isto be accoun-
ted Good or Evil, but only as it refpects
the Advantage or Difadvantage which
our Graces receiveby it. Now, if Gop
confirm and augment thy Patience under
Sufferings ; Sufferings are Mercies; Af-
flitions are Favours ; He bleffeth thee b
Chaftifements, and crowns thee witK
Glory, evea while He feems to crowa
thee with Thorns. And wilt thou not
triumph at this, O Chriftian! efpecially,
confidering the End of thy Patience
which is }glope, Peace, and Eternal Life ¢
See that excellent Place to this purpofe,

Rom.v.3, 4, 5. We glory, faith the Apo-
" Rle, in Tribulations ; knowing that Tri-
bulation worketh Patience, and Patience
Experience, and Experience Hope, and
Hope maketh not afbamed. Here is true
Caufe of Glory indeed, when our Pa-
tience fhall caufe us to afcend through
thefe Degrees, to the Top and Perfection
of all Chriftian Attainments. ~

Axp from this, we may obferve by
the way,” That it is far better to have
Patience under Afflitions, than to be
freed from them: It is more Caufe of
Joy, to fuffer theHand and Will of Gop
patiently, than not o fuffer ar all.

B 4 - Bur
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~ Burt now, having fpoken fuch great -
things concerning Patience, the Apoftle
comes, in the Text, to caution us about
it, and tells us what Qualifications it
muft have, to make even our Afflictions
the Matter of our Joy and Comfort. Les
Patience have her perfe@ Work, and then
you fhall have Caufe to rejoice. Let her

o on to finifh and accomplifh what is

eiﬂn and undertaken; and then fhall
ye )

e perfect, and entire, wanting nothing,
It is not enough, O Chriftians! that ye.
can bear fome Affli¢tions, and that only -
for fome time ; but if you will be per-
fect, as you muft do the whole Will of
G o p, and that with Conftancy and Per-
feverance unto’the End ; fo you muft
[uffer the whole Will of Gop, and put
no earlier Period to your Patience, than
to your Obedience ; and to neither, till
G o p fhall be pleafed to put a full Period
to your Lives, Patience ought not to
preicribe; either to the Kind, Meafure,
or Degree of our Sufferings. Say not,
therefore, I could eafily bear fuch or
fuchan Afflition; But this which I now
lie under, is altogether intolerable: Or,
I could chearfully bear it, if I could fee
any Iffue out of it; But this is endlefs,
and remedylefs. Believe it; this is but
an imperfe¢t Patience, and will never
- o perfect

’
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perfeét vou in Grace and Glory. A pers -

fe¢t Patience ftoops to the heavieft Bur-
dens, carries them as long as Gop fhall
plea(c, without murmyring or repining ;
And if it be to the Grave, it knows that
what is now a Load, fhall then be found
to be a Treafure: He doth but carry his
own Wealth, his Crown, and his Scepter;
which_tho’ here they be burdenfome, thall
hereafter be eternally glorious. '

From theWords,we may obferve thefe
"Two Propofitions : ~

Firft, That a Chriftian’s Patience ought
to finith and accomplith all the Work
that is proper for it, while he lies under
Troubles and AfHliGions, Let Patience
bave ber perfect Work,

Secondly, That the Perfe&ion of Pa-
tience is the Perfection of a Chriftian.
T bat ye may be perfect, and entive, wanting
nothing. . '

It is the firft of thefe that T fhall at
prefent {peak of: And herein I fhall
propound and profecute this Method.

" IL.-Shew what Patience is. ‘

II. What is the proper Work of Pa-
tience. , : :

III. When it is that Patience hath its
perfect Work.

IV. And laftly, Ifhall clofe up all with
Application. , -

o L Wuar
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I. Waar is thisPatience which a Chri-
ftian ought to exercife, and to accom=

plith, when he is under Sufferings? You

may take this Defcription of it.
It is a Grace of Gop’s Spirit wrought
in the Heart of a true Chriftian; where-

" by he is fweetly inclin'd, quietly and

wil‘linglﬁ'l to {ubmit to whatfoever the
Lorp fhall think fit to lay upon himg

calming all the Paffions that are apt to -

rife up in him againft Gop’s Difpenfati-
ons, with the Confideration and Acknow-
ledgment of his infinite Sovereit%ntly, Wif-
dom, Juftice, and Mercy, in thofe Affli-
@ions and Chaftifements which he is
pleas’d to bring upon him, This, in the
general, is this excellent Grace of Pati-
ence, which fo much tends to the Perfe-
¢tion and Completing of a Chriftian,
~ Now, a littlI:: more to explain this, I
fhall lay down fome Particulars both ne-
gative and pofitive, in which may be
more fully feen what this Grace of Pati-
ence is. o .
1. First,therefore, Patience is nota Sto-
ical Apathy, or a fenflefs Stupidity, under -
the Hand.of Gonp. Itis no narcotick Ver«

"~ tue to ftupify us, and take away the Senfe

and Feeling of Afflictions: If it had any
fuch Opiate Quality in it,it were not come
mendable, nor praife-worthy ; for, that is

, no
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no Suffering, which is not fele; and if Pa-
tience were onlyito deprive a Man of the
Feeling of his Sorrows and Sufferings, it
would only deftroy its own Object, and
fo ceafe to be any K)nger Patience. Anc{i

~ therefore, thofe who are ftupify’d and’

infenfible under the Hand of Gop; who
take no Notice of His Judgments, when
His Hand 1s fretched out againft them;
-are no more_to be accounted Patient,
than a Block is,” when it is hewen and
cut ; or, than the Drunkard, the Wifc~
Man fpcaks of ; who, when he was ftric~
ken, was not fick; when he was beaten,
fele it not. Nay, Patience is {o far from
taking away the Senfe of Sufferings,that it
rather quickensit. There is no Man that
more feels an Afflition, than a Chriftian
_ doth: For, he refers his Chaftifements
to his Deferts; he looks inwardly, and
fees his own Guilt and Sin, as that which
provokes Gop to aflli® him; and this
adds a great deal of Gall and Worm-
wood to the bitter Cup, and makes eve-
ry AffliGtion to touch his Soul and his
onfcience, as well as his outward Man.
He cannot but with Grief of Heart con-
fider, that ever he tfhould incenfe his
Heavenly Father to ufe fuch {evere Difci-

giine towards him, But now, a wicked

fan looks only upon what he fuffe_r; ;
/ 1€

II
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he makes no Reflexjons upon his Deme=
' rits, and troubles himfelf no farther, than
Gonp is pleafed to force Trouble upon
him; and fo he bears it, curfing hisill .
Fate ; but never complaining of his Sins,
;hat provoked the juft Goo fo to punifl
“him. : P
2. *PaT1ENcE doth not ftifle all mo-
deft Complaints, and moderate Sorrow.
A patient Chriftian may be well allowed
this Vent for his Griet to work out at,
Grace never deftroys, but only regulates
and correéts Nature. It will permit theg
to thed Tears, fo long as they run clear,
and the Courfe of them doth not ftir up
.the Mind of thy finful Paffions and violent
Affetions. It will permit thee to com-
plain of what thou fuffereft; {fo long as
it kéeps thee from complaining of that
Gop from e‘va‘:om thou fuffereft. Thou
may’ft lawfully, without any Wrong
done to Patience, ®xprefs thy Grief in
all the outward and hatural Signs of it ;
only beware, left this Agiration make it
exceed its due Bounds and Meafures.
We find, that Holy Fob, who is com-

——
* 00 7l dBupiar, dand Tl triTacwy & dByuias
draupis. T uiy ;é" dlvuér, & ploeas 7 & Toed A% ué-
TPs TUTO WAUGY, pavids eITwING, Xy Yuwagws
Jus Juxiis. Chrylfoft. Tom. s, acy. £a. @l xexors. i
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mended to us as the Mirror and great Ex-
ample of Patience, when he had receiv’d
the fad Meflages of the Lofs of his E«
ftate, and of his Children, rent bis Man~
tle, and lay groveling upon the Ground,
Fob i. 20, And, that we might not think
this a Piece of his Impatience, it is ad~
ded, v. 22. In all this, Fob jz?mted not,
nor charged G o o foolifbly. The primitive
Difciples are faid to make great Lamen-
tation over, Stephen ; tho’ by bis Death
and Martyrdom he highly glorify’d Gop,
Afts, viil. 2. Patience chiefly confifts in
in a due Tranquillity and Compofure of
the Mind ; ang thofe may be very impa«
tient Perfons, and fret and eftuate with-
in, who yet may exprefsbut little Emo-
tion in their outwarcfr Demeanour. Like
thofe latent and lurking Fevers that prey
upon the Spirits, when there appears but
little intemperate Heat in the outward
Limbs. And again, a patient Chriftian
may make ufe of all the doleful Signs of
Sorrow which Gop hath allowed, and
Nature exaéts; and yet this Spirit not
be moved beyond its due Temper and
Confiftency ; like a Tree, whofe Boughs
arc agitated by every Guft and Storm of
‘Wind, when yet the Root remuins fix’d,
and unmov'd, in the Earth, '

3- PaTr-

13
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3. Patience doth not oblige us to coti=
tinue under Affli¢tions, when we ma
lawfully and warrantably free and releafe
ourfelves from them. Itdoth not require -
.us to court, nor to folicite, Troubles. It
-is a Sign of a viciated and corrupted Pa«
late, it our Phyfick tafte not fomewhat
naufeous and unpleafing to us; and of
an obftinate and incorrigible Mind, if
we be not careful to fliun the Difcipline
of the Rod. When Gop lays fore and
- ‘heavy Affli&ionsupon us, weare bound, -
upon Principles of Self - Prefervation,
to endeavour, what we may, to free
-ourfelves from them; otherwife, we
fin againft Nature, and the Gop of
Nature. Therefore, if Go b reduce thee
to Poverty, by fome Stroke depriving
thee of thy Eftate, it is not Patience, but
a lax and retchlefs Carelefnefs, to fit
ftill with thy Hand in thy Bofom, neg-
lecting all honeft Induftry to procure a
eomfortable Subfiftence ; pretending that
thou art willing to fubmit to the Will
and Difpenfations of Gop. If Gob brings
fore, and, perhaps, mortal Difeafes upon
thee, it is not Patience, but Prefumption
and Impiety, to refufe the Means thatare -
proper for thy Recovery, under pretence
that thou art willinF to bear whatfoever
it pleafeth Gopto lay upon thee. And
generally,
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getierally, whatfoever Calamity thou ly-
eft under | it is not Patience, but Obfti-
nacy and Contempt, to refufe Deliverance
when thou mayft obtain it, without vio-
latfing thy Duty,or Gop’sHonour. Much
leis :
4?. D o 1H Patience ob]‘ife us to invite
Sufferings. It is Fortitude enough, -if
we manifeftly ftand their Shock, when
they affault us; but it is Temerity, to
provoke and challenge them. This is
but like the Frenzy of the Circumcellions,
a Se& of mad Chriftians in Africa, about
S. Auftin’s time, who were fo fond of
Martyrdom, that they would, with Ex-
tremities, compel others to kill themj
“or, for want of Executioners, difpatch
themfelves ; that they might have the
Renown of Refolution and Patience. Neis
‘ther is it Patienee to bear thofe invented
Severities, which blind Devotionifts in=
fi¢ upon themfelves. They may foon
enough lath themfelves into Pain, but*
never. into Paticnce: This is a Vertue
- that Thongs and Whip-Cord can never
teach them. Nor, is it at all Thanks-
worthy, to bear that Pain which th
themfelves infii®&. Or, if the Smart vex
them, they have their Revenge in their
own Hands, and were beft whip them-
felves again for their Folly. _
Lo ' Axp

1e
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Axpthus I have fhew’d you what Pas<
tienice is not.  Now pofitively, In Pa=
\tience there muft be, -
. 1. A quiET willing Submiffion to the
Hand of Gop; which the Scripture exs
_preflcth to us, by. Taking up our Crofsy
S. Matth. xvi. 24. Receiving Evil at the
Hands of Gov, Hobii.1o. Accepting of
the Punifomicnt of our Iniquities, Lev. xxvis
41. Which all fignify- the ready and
willing Submiffion of the Soul, under °
whatever Gop fhall fee fit to.lay upon
it. , ‘
2. THERE muft be a Quieting of our
~unruly Paffions, a Calming of all thofe
impetuous Storms and Tempefts, which
are apt to arife in a Man’s Heart, when
- he is under any fore and heavy Suffer«
ings. Indeed, it is impoflible but that
the Affetions will be ftirring; but Pati«
cence takes off the Eagernefs and Bitters
nefs of themj it ought to keep them
from Excefs, and to dulcorate and fwee«
ten them, that the: Soul may not be ruf-,
fled into a Tempeft with them; but only
gently purl’d with the Breathings of a
foft Wind upon them: But for all thofe
Turbulencies atid Uproars of the Paffions,
all thefe violent and wild Emotions,which
diftraét Reafon, and rend the Soul to
picces, make Men unfit for the Service of
| ' Gop,
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Gon, and the Employments of their Lives;

Thefe Patiente ought to quell, and 6 -
fupprefs. And he that doth ot this,
wants the principal Part of Patience,
how{oever he may poffibly ¢ommand his
outward Expreffions, and rule his A¢tions

better than hé ¢an his Paffions; and his
Body, than his Soul: . SN

3. Aivp this muft be donhe tipon Yight,
Grounds. Indeed,. there isa natural Pd-
tience; 4 Patience, that may be found in
natural Men, devoid of trué Grace} which,

is only a moral Vertue, and proceeds on-

ly upon. natural and thoral Principles.,

* As; That it is Folly, to ftrive againft *Ferasyon
'Fate; “and, Thar it is equally Folly, to§sPerdud
torment ourfelves about what We, can poteft,
help, and what we cannot help ; ‘and the Pub. ap,

like. But that Patiente which I am How ae b oo

fpeaking of, is a Chriftlan Grace, and® 140
proceeds not only upon fuch Arguments
and Principles: No, itlooks far higher,
and- eyes the Sovereighty of Gop, to°
which it is our Duty to fubmir; And it
‘eyes alfo His Wifdom and His Goodnefs,. *
to which itis our Intereft to fubmir, ~ It
Iooks off from the abfolute Nature of the
AffliGtion, confider’d as it is int itfelf, to”
the relative Nature of i; asitis difpens'd
to usby Gop; and fo concludes, that
tho’ the Cup in itiélf be bitter, yet, in
. our

1
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Secondly, Another Wotk of Patierice is,
to puta Stop to all immoderate Com=
plaints, It putsa Man to Silence, and lays
a Check upon all the intemperate Eruptia
ons of our Grief and’ Paffions. - I was
dumb, {ich David, Topened not my Mouth,
becanfe thon didft ir, Pfal. xxxix. 9. It
dares net {o much as whimper againft
Gop, hor {awcily expoftulate with his ina
finite: Sovereignty,” why he fthould bring
fuch Afli&ions upon: them. It js Gop
that hath done it 5 and what! fhall we;
vile Duff and Athes; controul His Pro-
ecedings, or-take upon us to cenfure any .
of His Difpenfatiotts ¢ See a meft notable
Inflance of thisPatience in Anron: When
his Two ‘Sons; Nudab and Abibn, were
def¥roy’d by 2 ‘moft unparallel'd Judg<
‘ment, and Mbfes brings him the fad Ti«
dings'y Tidings, which, ofie would' ex+

eét, thould have: caufed- him' to- break
forth'into {ome paffiohate Complaihe; it-
Is: faid: That- Adron: beld his Peaté; Lev.
x. 3. He had ‘net a Word-to fay ; it-wag
the £-or p’s Doing, and as it was won~
derfal) fo. iv-was juft and righteaus in
his* Eyes. - T .
 Thirdly, Another Work of Patience un+

.der Sufferings, is SelfaRefignation to the
Sovereign Will and Difpofal of Almighty
- Gop. It takes a Man off from his own
: G Bot~
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Bottom ; makes him renounce his ownt
Interefts and Concerns, and lay down his
All; all his Defigns, all his Hopes, all
his Poffeflions and Enjoyments, at the
Feet of Gop; * defiring His Wifdom to
choofe for him, and to carve him out that
I ortion whichHe knows to be moft fitting
and convenient. This is the chiefeft and
moft principal Work of Patience; and
there be Two notable- Ingredients that
go to the Compofition of it, Self-Denyal,
and Submiffion. - '

. 1. PariExce works the Soul to a felf- .

denying Frame and Temper. Fretfulnefs
and Impatience do always proceed from
Self-Love. When weare deeply engaged
in an eager Purfuit of that which we
think advantageous to us, we are pre-
fently apt to ftorm and wumultuate; if
any crofs Providence interpofe,to entangle
our Defigns, and dcfeat our Expeations.
For, whilft we fet up ourfelves as our
higheft and utmoft End,and feck only our
own temporal Profit and Commodity, we

b - ' ——t— ISy e
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muft needs take it immodcrately, if any
thing fucceed contrary to our H,}c,)pes and
Defires. A Crofs lies very heavy, and
is aninfupportable Load upon'a {felfith
Man., And he that makes this World
his AlL, muft needs look upon himfelf
as utterly ruin’d and undone, if Gop
take from him that wherein. he placeth
his higheft Felicity. = And, therefore, no
Wonder, if he break out into paffionate

and intemperate Exclamations. As Mi-
cab fuftify’d his Outcries after the Chil-

dren of Dan; Ye bave taken away my

Gods, and what bave I more? and whas
is it that ye [ay unto me, what aileth thee ?
So,exhort a {elfith Man to Patience under
any Affliion, or'Lofs, or Calamity, that
G o p hath brought upon him; -alas! ‘his
earthly Comforts are his Gods, they are
his Alt, and: he cannot but account it a
~ ftrange Unreafonablenefs,that you thould
blame him for his Paffion, when his I-
dols, his Gods, and that wherein he pla-
ced his only Content and Confidence, is
taken from him. ~But now, a truly
patient Soul puts a lower Rate and Efti-
mate upon thefe Things: He valuesthens,

indeed, as Comforts; otherwife, there

could be no Tryal, and fo no Patience in
the Lofs of them: But he values them

nos as his chiefeft, nor his only Good ;-

C3 ~ other-

2]
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is Excrekcncxes Wf emas ’thxs terids 662
to miake him mdre Be:{ﬁdful:, and xhox}
Fruitful? ‘G 6 p doth Bt deny hit that
wherein hé . hati iezm: ‘to deny hxm2
{elf, And o
2. Ag, Patxende \vbr‘ks the Soul tb‘a
{elf-depy m}g fo it ddes’ kaewxfe 104
fubml rame and Temper, * When it
bath brought 2 Man to's t‘enounce tifs ‘&;ﬁﬁ
Will, % then refolves lum into the
of Gop. Tt ‘takes h1m ont of hxs own
Hand, and puts hini jato G o v's. Here
Panence finds its Footi({% in the deepe
‘Waters of Affliction pon this grou,nd
it ftands, and uponthis it fixeth: T is
the Will and | good P?eafure of ‘my Father,
baj thus rmd thus it fbould be with mes
tberefo;e, o be it. Indeed, all Reli=
gxon lies in conforming ‘our Wills to thé
F Gop; that there: fhould be but
one \’3111 between Gox and us ;. th1{
this fhould ‘e His moﬁ wife and right=
eous Will. . The Will of His Precept Hé
hath mad,c known untous’ By Hszordg
and to that we, ou otit to {ubmit" our
wills; by a chearfal - Performarice “of
whiat He hath ;:Omm;md.ci, The- Wlﬂ

afH'xs (I’ur ofe He makes: k?own uhro's ,

by His Prov1dcn£e HELT & bylglit
to fubmit by a-quitt cating of w‘haﬂo-

Cs ever

)
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» I will fay:unto Gon, Did I ever
s, find fault, or accufe Thy Government,
y» Of Affairs ¢ I was fick, becaufe Thou
. Lvouldcﬁl: .(\)lthcrs alfo haye been ﬁclic-,L
s but Iwillingly, I was poor, becaunfe
> Thou w<>.$§.e¥*s bue :hcng'}é joyful in.
»»- My Poverty, fince it was .Tﬁy Pleature.
»» 1 never was in Authority, becaufe
s». Thou wouldeft not; and Thouknow-
» citthattherefore never defired Autho-
» Iity. Did I ever appear before Thee
»» With a fad and dejected Countenance,
»» a5 ome that had fuffered a Repulfe,
» O been defeated of his Hopese
,» Behold, T am ready to obey what-
» tver Thou fhalt enjoin; if it be to
» quit the Stage, I go. But before I

v leave the World, I render unto Thee’

»» ‘My moft humble Thanks, that Thou
4 haft been pleafed to admit me into
»» the Theater, to be a Spectator and

- * Ofpm prdr 1 O, ph 71 aoi vl mndrsoa;
ud 7t tpepdduln of £ Joixncw 5 Svigusa, 571 nbiv
Angas * X of dANor, IAA’ §9@ dndy. Tléyns efubpubuy
ot JirorrG-, €ArE yalpov. Ovx Hpba, ¥71 o i
#lirangas ©  Ovdixd] exeldunca dpxns. My 7i s
7d7s vana solvbreeor Sdes s pn ¥ aeoaiaboy cor wdld
oudpé T wegsaap, ruu®- d 71 dmldwes, & 7
onpalves 3 yui pe Jeaes draaldy i & wmavnyuptes g
daeps - xdew oot tyw wdf, 71 ikinads ps oupTe-
nfveicai oty %) edér Ypya. 1d ady & TN Jioia{
ﬂ.ﬂ;«’&ﬂeﬁdﬂcd go. Epictetus Arsiani, lib. 3,
“P'&' L. R ' : ’

'y, Admirer

2
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it istis Will, thet not’ his, bur Go's

Will (henld be fulfill’'d, - That is, there-
fore, 4. third' Work of Patience;. Self«
geﬁgmti@n %0 ¢he Will and Difpefal of
Gome, - oo e g
Fourthly, Anather'Work: of- Batience
is a ‘hdly Endedring of our AffliGions
£ uss. when it;bkings 43 to accoiint. them
precious; and co' neckan them. as clivice
Mercies and Favours beftew’d bipon us,
Patience will make the Séul thankful for
Lorredtions, . cltdeming it a Token of
Gop’s fpecial Regard and Condefcen-
fioh.. towardd them; that He will vouchs
Lafe 'to . pffliGt themi - We are all prone
to think] that G o p hever minds us, but
when He is continually heaping:new Mer»
gies aid Enjoyments upon'us: ‘And, if
any Crofs br Calamiry befal us; we pre.
featly fear, that.G o, phath forgowen us.
But now, Patierice :ttacheth a Chriftian
to believe, That ih every Afflictian, whats
foever it:be, G o b doth: moft ‘particuars
ly regard our Concernsy That.He is as
mindfil of us .whm.,ﬁc -chaftifeth -as
wlied be favours us.’. - And, ther¢fore, wd
fhould aécount Afflictions as dear a-Pledge
of & on’s Love; as Pyofperity and Indul-
gence, “Nay, indced, we have as: much
need.of. the one, as of the other. For,as
we gre apt 1o be. fog inuch.dzjedted; If
.5 - w¢e
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we {eé none but black and louring Days’;
- fo we are, on the other fide, apt tobe -
puffed up with a continual uninterrupted
Courfe of Profperity, to grow wanton
and fecure, to forget ourfelves, and the
‘Go p ofall our Mercies. And, as Weeds
grow fafteft in a fat and rank Soil, fo our
Carruptions grow and thrive, and are
ready to over-run our Souls, when ounr
“outward State 3nd Condition is moft
profperous and fuccefsful. And, there
fore, Gop’s Love and Care of us con-
ftraincth Him fometimes to ufe fevere
Difcipline; to nip thofe Luxuriancies,
and to cut us fhort in our Temporal En-~
joyments, which elfe, He fees, we would
only turn into Provifion for oui Lufts.
And, did: we but ferioufly confider the
reat Improvements we might make of
i(ﬂi&ions, and the great Advantages weé
might gain, how they ferve for the Ex~
ercife of our Graces, the Confirming of
our Hope, the Evidence of our Inheri-
tince, the Seed of future Joys; Patience
would not only account them tolerable,
but comfortable, and advance from being
Patience, to be Rejoicing and Triumph.
Therefore, the Apoftle; ? eaking of per-
fecuted Saints, faith, They took joyfully
the Spoiling of their Goods, kmowing in

. thewnfelves, that they had in Hegven. a bet-
ter,
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ter, and an enduring Subfiance, Heb. x. 34
And thus David (as once his Fonathan) _,
+ taftes Honey from the top of the Ro%* oA s
IZal. xxiii. . ‘Thy: Rod and thy Sta '
they comfort me. Not only Gop's Staff
to fuppert him, but even His Rod to cha-
fife and corre& him, were fweet and -
comfortable to him. That's a Fourth
‘Work of Patience,to endear and {weeten
Affligionsto us. o
Fiftbly, Another Work of Patience is,
the Reconciling of 2 Man to the Inftru-
ments of his Sufferings; to make him
willing to forgive them himfelf ; and tp
pray to G o p for their Pardon and For-
givenels, who is far more offended by
them than we can be. Thus our Lord
Jesus Curist, whois fet forth to
us in Scripture, as the great Example of
all Grace, but efpecially of this of Pa-
tience, pours out ‘His Prayers for thofe
who were pouring out His Blood, S, Luke
xxii. 34. Father, forgive them, for they
know not what t . And, His holy
Martyr, S. Stephen, when his Murderers
weré pelting him with Stones, pelts not
them with. Curfes and Imprecations; as
‘an impatient Man would do, but, with
Chriftian Mecknefs, kneels upon that
. Ground to which they were beating him(i
an
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Deliverdnce, if he ‘cintiot frec the Ho=
nour of G o, arid the Purity of hisown
Conlfcietice, from Stamn, as well as his
ourward Man from Trouble. He will
not make fuch an uaworthy Commuta=
tion, as to leave his Go v, or his Con=
{cience, to fuffer in His ftead, No; ra-
ther let Bonds, Reproach, Aflictions, and
Death, do their worft-upor him, than
that he fhould hazard -his'Soul, to" favé

- his-Skin. If he cannot break through 2

fad and entangling Providence, but olr)({
breaking of a Command, let the worft -
come that can come, he keeps his Stas
tion, and will not move one Foot with~ .
‘out the Compafs of the Word, though
he might thereby efcape all his Sorrows;
and Sufferings. He is refolved, the De-
vil fhall never bail him ; nor will he, by

- any unlawful Arts and-Methods, wreft

himfelf out of G o p’s Hands, to put him« -
felf into Sgtaw’s. This Patience it was,
that made the holy Martyrs, fpoken of
Heb. xi. generonfly fcorn to accepr. of
Deliverance, when it was tendered o

‘them upon uaworthy and unwarrantable

Terms. They were not {o ftupid, not' fo
profufe-and-lavifh of their Lives, as to
caft them -away, could they have faved
both them and their Religion too. Bur

when the Condition of their Te‘m’poni

Safety .
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Safety was their eteral Deftra&ion }
when :they could no longer live here,

unlefs they eonfented to die for ever ;-

Welcome, theh, Death, and Torments;
the Rack, and the Firej ‘Welcome the
Prifon, or the Stake ; to which the Laws
of Gop faftned them more ftreightly,
than even their Fetters and their Chains,
But now, Impatiehte puts a2 Man upon
any bafe ahd wicked Means;, to free him-
felf from his prefent ‘Sufferings. Thus,
Saul’s Impatience in waiting for Samuel,
forceth him firft to offer Sacrifice, where-

33

by he forfeited his Kingdom ; andafter-

watds, his Impatience to know the Suc«
cefs of his Affairs, drives him to confult
with 2 Witch, whereby he loft his Life.
And, How many forlorn Wretches are
there, who, through Impatience under
the temporal Evils they fuffer, defperates
ly cut off their own Lives, and thereby
plunge themfelves into eternal Torments!
And thus, in thefe fix Particulars, you
fee what is the proper Work of Pati-
ence : It is, To quiet and compofe the
Spirits of the Affli®ted ; To put a ftop to
all immoderate and murmuring Com-
_ plaints; To make Men willingly refign

up themfelves unto the Sovercign Will
and Difpofal of Gop; To fweeten and
endear AffliGions to them; To render

D them -
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}n&mmepts of rheir ‘Sufferings:; andg
aftly, To obftruét all difhonoutable and
unhwful - Ways /'of Deliverance.  And
that is -the: fecomd Gomeral propouns -
. 1L Fue third Genera is, to fhew,
whien it is that Patience hath its perfe&
Work. Torthis I anfwer: . . ’
. Firff, Patience hath then its per~
fect Work, when it is proportienable tor
the Sufferings -and -Afflitions under
which we lie ; - and that both in Dura~
sion, and Fortitade. And, therefore,

- 1. 1¥ thy Afflictions and Sortows be
of long Contifisance, thy Patience, that
it may be ‘perfeét, mwft be prolonged.
It muft be tengthned out ageording to the
Affidtion; nor muft we faint, till it thall

pleafe Gop. toput a Period to His Cha~ |

fifements, and our Sufferings. - If thy
Patience wear off onic Day hefore thy
Trouble doth,” it hath net its perfe&
Work. Sometimes G o » doth bring fuch
Afflictions and Tryals upon His People,

* as fhall bald them work all their Days;

and fcaree afford them any Intermiffion
and Breathing-time :  Ahd if it prove o
with thee, know, thattly Patience ought
to run _parallel with thy. Trouble. ¥

Goo will not-sake thy Butden off, ’:?k“f- |
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~ of long Continuance. He may.give thee 4.

deep Draught of the bitter Cup, and
{queeze into it the very Spirits and Quin~
teffence, of Gall and Wormwood. Now,
in this cafe, that thy Patience may be
perfe, it muft be firong, as well as laft-
ing ; it muft have Nerves and Sinews in
it, to bear weighty Burdens. When
thou canft take up the heavieft Load, .
and go away roundly with it ; when
thou canft endure the fharpeft Methods
of Cautefs and Incifions with a manly
Spirit, then is thy Patience perfeé. But,
rz'f thou faint in the Day of Adverfity, thy
Strength is but fmall, Prov. xxiv. 1 0. |
Secondly, That our Patience may be
perfe&, it muft be proportionable alfo to
the Need of the Sufferer. For then hath
Patienee its perfet Work, when a'Man
bears whatfoever is neceffary for “him.
We fuffer, as a fick Man takes Phyfick.’
Though the Potion be bitter, yet he muft

“take fuch a antfxti;y, as is prefcribed for °

the Cure of his Difeafe, Truly, our Af-"
flictions are but Medicines for our Souls.
It may be, a fmall Quantity, or a3 few -
Dofes, is not fufficient to work out the
Malignity of our Diftemper : And, there-
fore, we muft continue and fubmit, until
our Great Phyfician hath perfected His
Cure upon us; and then is our Patience

B : " perfedt.
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perfet. Poflibly, Gop fees thee proud |
and arrogant in thy Profperity ; and,
theréfore, He brings fome fharp Affliction
upon thee, that may lance the {welling
Tumor of thy Mind, and let out th
Corruption. Perhaps, He fees thy Dif«
eafe is Covetoufnefs, and too much Love
of this World; and, . therefore, to cure
this Dropfy in thee, He deals with thee
as Phyficians do with' hydropick Pati-

_cntsl,- ;ak;s ffa(:m thee that, wf ichb,l tho’
it pleafe thy Appetite, yet miferably in-
cregfcthth yDilJ'kgm eex?.v' yPc:rhaps Hcyfees
thou art fallin affe‘ep in carnal Securi-

; and, therefore, to awaken and rouze
thee out of this Lethargy, He makes ufe
of Incifions and Cauters. Now, both
the Cute and thy Patience arc then per-
fe&, when, of a proud and high-minded
Perfon, He hath brought thee to a2 hum-
ble and meek Spirit ; when, of a world-
lg and felf-feeking Perfon, He hath made
thee a publick-fpirited and felf-denying
Chriftian; when, of a drow{y and fe-
cure, He hath made thee a vigilant, zea-
lous, and ad&tive Chriftian. |

fhirdly, That thy Patience may be per- ayg,day
fet, it muft be a joyful Patience. Thou & dfan-
muft not.-fuffer and repine, (this is only '{;;\S"g
Patiénce extorted, and by Foree) but {uf- yxdy.
fer and rejoice, and blefs and thauk |85

- ‘D3 . that polycarp:
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that G op taking from thee, whom thou
didft blefs, giving tothee. And, as we
have the greateft Caufe of Joy, fo we
thould thep, efpecially, thew 1, if at any
time we may fuffer for the Teftimony of
Jesus, and the fake of a good Confcis
encé, It is faid, Aé.v. 41, the Apos
ftles rejoiced, that they were countedtwors
thy to fuffer for bis Name. And thus I
have, in brief, fhew'd, when it is that Pa=
ticnce hath her perfe@ Work. '

THAT which remains, is only to ens
force upon us this Exhortation of the A~
poftle, That all who name the Name of
Curist, the great Example of Patience,
would ftrive to get, and havipg got, to

.. exercife, and by Exercife to ftrengthen

and perfe@ this moft excellent Grace,
And in profecuting this, I fhall obferve
the following Method. o

- Firft, Give feveral Motives and Induce-

* ments unto Patienge. - -

Secondly, Shew the feveral Diftenmpers
of a Man’s Spirit, ‘which are great Hin=
drances of Patience. o

Thirdly, Give the Cure of thefe, and

. lay down fome Means that may be helps

ful to advance and firengthen Patience in

"¢
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Firft.For the Motjves toPagfence: They
are many and é)owcrﬁzl. And fuch, in-
deed, they had need be, to perfuade.our
fretful and froppifh Nawres to the Exers
. cife of fo hard a Grace. . There are none
of us who at all reflett.upon the Work-
ing of our own Spirits, butfind it a dif-
ficult Matter ‘to keep down .the Eftuaes
tions of our uaruly Paffions.” When 2
crofs Providence intervepes, either to frue
firate our Esgye&ations,' or deprive us' of
our prefent Enjoymeats, they will mutic
ny and’ rebel: So that it 1s almoft ds
eafy an Undertaking, o perfuade theSes
into a-Calm, when Winds and Storms
beat boifteroufly upon it, as it is to com-
pofe the Minds of Men into a fimooth
and equal Temper, when they are af-
faulted with any tempeftuous Providen-
ces. Yet, Grace can work thofe Won-
ders which Nature cannot; and tha
Gop to wihom all things are poflible,
can make our Hearts calm, when vur
outward Condition is tempeftuous; and,
tho’ He lets forth His: Winds upon us,
can keep us from being difcompos’d and
ruffled by them; and lay the fame Com-
mand upon our Paffoas, as Curist did
apon the Waves; Peace, Be il -And, -
there be feveral Confiderasions, that will -
tend mygheily o hufh al] the Difturban-
o D4 - Les



40

Death d:ﬁzrm;d -

ces of our Spirits under all our Serrows
and Sufferings. As, B
- 1, TuaT there is nething more ne-
ceflary for a Chriftian, in the whole Con-
du& of his Life, than the Work and Ex-
ercife of Patience. What faith the Apo-
flee Hebr. x. 36. Ye have Need of Pati-
ence, that .after ye bave done the Will of
Gon, ye mght receive the Promife. 1t is
a moft neceflary Grace for a Chriftiap, not
only as all other Graces arc neceffary tq !
e him fuch ; for fo we have Need of
them all, at Jeaft, in the Root and Habit,:
and in the proper Seafops for the Exer-
cife of them ; but the Apoftle {peaks it

 fignanter, and by way of {pecial Remark,

Ze bave Need of Patience; Need of the
continual Exercife, Strepgth, and Perfe-
&ion of this Grace. L
. AND this efpecial Neceflity of Pati-
ence will appear, if we confider, .. ..
1. TuaT our whole Life isbuta Scene
of Sorraw and Trouble. They {pring up.
thick about us, and furround us in every
Condition, Put thyfelf in what Pofture
and State of Life thou wilt, ftill thou

.~ thalt find fomethingto moleft and difquir

et thee; Far, our Reft is not here. Who

. gan regoupt -the Perfonal, Domeftical

or more Publick Sorrows, which he un-
dergoes, as if Breath were only given
S ~ pntg
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wnto us, to fpend it.in Sighs and Groans ?
The Truth is, we pafs through the

World, as Men that run the Gantlet,
and muft receive 3 Lafh and Stripe every

Step we take. Man is born- to Trouble,

@ the Sparks fly upwards, Job:v. 7. He
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"is born to it; it is his Inheritance and

Portion, that defcends to him from his
- Father. Adam ; entail’d upon him by the
Curfe of the Law anmex'd to our firft

Tranfgreflion: And born unto it, 4 the

Sparks fly upward ; thatis, our Troubles
come upon us paturally and {fpontaneoufs
ly, as is the afcending Motion. of Sparks ;

and they are as thick and fiery, as thofe

Sons of the burping Copal, as the Ori»
ginal Expreffion hath it. Now, if Sor-
row and Sufferings do thus make up the
reateft Part of our Lives, is it not ab-
olutely neceffary to fortify our Hearts
with Patience, quietly and meekly to
bear whatfoever it fhall feem good to the
All-wife Providence of Gop to ipfli
upen us? AfHliGtions are neceflary for us.
Need be, (faith the Apoftle) you are in
avinefs through muanifold Temptations,

1 Pet. i. 6. More neceffary and more ad-
yantageous than Profperity, to. nip our

Luxuriancys, to rouze our Sloth, anda-

waken our Security, to make us remem-
ber Gop and ourfelves; and, fhall Afili-
o . T &ions
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Gions be thus neceffary for us, and no¥
Patience to undergo them ¢ While thou
liveft in"this World, thou faileft upon 3
rough Sea; the Waves and the Billows
work high; and wilt thou éxpofe thy=
felf to-thefe Storms, like aforlorn Vefiel
without Helm, or Tackling, or Ballaft,
to be tofs’d up and down upon the Backig '
every Wave, ready to be {wallow’d'4g
every Moment, or dafh’d againft -
Rock in th{ way? Patience is the BaiaRt
of the Soul, that will keep it from rof=
ling and tumbling in the greateft Storme¢
And he that will venture out without
this, to make him {ail even and fteady,
will certainly make Shipwreck,and drown
himfelf, firft, in the Cares and Sorrows
of this World, and then, in Perdition. -
2. CoNSIDER, that Patience is ne.
ceffary to alleviate and lighten the Affi.”
¢tions we fuffer. The fame Burden fha¥i
not, by this means, have the fame Weiilg

- in it,  There is a certain Skill in Takig

up our Load upon us, to make it fit Har@s
fome and eafy: Whereas others that také
it up untowardly, find it moft cumber+
fome and oppreflive. Let the very fame
Affli&ion befal two Perfons; the one, &

patient,meck,and {elf-refigning Soul; the

_ other, a proud, fretful Wretch, that rec

pinés and murmurs at every Crofs; and
' \ \ Lyery
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ever Difappo%ntment; and, with how
much more Eafe fhall the one bear it,
than the other! The Burden is the very
{ame, but only the one is found and
whofe, and it doth not wring nor pinch
him; but the other’s Impatience hath
gall'd him, and every Burden is more
grievous and intolerable to him, becaufe
it lies upon a raw and fore Spirit. - And,
therefore, fince Afflitions and Sufferings
are unavoidable in this Life, which is a
Vale of Mifery and Tears, if thoy wouldft
make thy Sufferings-eafy and fupportable,
fret not thyfelf at any Difpenfation of
the Divine Providence : Keep thy Spirit
found ; and whatfoever Burden it ﬁmll
pleafe Gop to lay upon thee, add not
to it by thy Impatience. Be not ingenious
to torment thyfelf by thy own trouble-
fome Thoughts and Reflexions; nor to
find out Circumflances to aggravate thy
Sufferings. - Swallow down the bit-
ter Draught that Gop puts into thy
Hand, without firaining it through thy
Teeth ; for fo the Troubl¢ will be {foon-
er over, and lefs diftafteful. It is not fa
much the Wearing, as the Striving with
our Yoke; that wrings and galls us.
And, gs it is with Beafts ‘caught in a
Snare, fo is it with impatient Men; the
more . they ftruggle; the clofer and ﬁz{ler
' T . they

43
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dant Reafon meekly to fubmit; for it is
the Hand and Difpenfation of Gono.

There are many Things in this Reflexion
‘that fhould' quiet and ftablith our Minds

45

under all the Aflli&ions and Tryals which .

- we are are exercis'd with,  As;/

1. ConNsipeR, That Gop is the ab-
{olute and uncontroulable Sovereign of all
the World : He doth whatfoever pleafeth
Him, in Heaven, and in Earth, and with
all Things ; and none can ftay His Hand,
or fay unto Him, What doft thou? Dan.
iv. 35. It is in vain to firive with him,
for be giveth no Account of any of his
Marters, Job xxxiii. 13. Confider, you
are in Gop's Hands, but as fo much
Clay_in the Hands of the Potter; and
wilt thou, O arrogant Man, difpute with
Him, why He hath {o form’d thee ? or,

why He thus breaks thee 2 S:ttisf;y;1 thy+
fe].fz, that it is fit and reafonable it fhould
be with thee as it is; for {o is the Sove~

reign Will of Gop, and His Will being

the firft and fupreme Caufe, muft needs
- be the higheft- Reafon in the World.
Cantft thou contend with the Almighty?
or wreft either His Scepter or His Rod
out of His Hand 2 If not, What Folly
and Madnefs is it, to vex and fret thy-
felf at the Accomplithment of that Will
upon thee, which never was, never Cin

. - i ) e

-
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be froftrated ? - We may impotendy (it

i 151 and c)i,eigre'
this or that to come to pafs ¢ But, alas!
Where is our Power? Whéfe is our Au<
thority to effe& it2 Shall thy Defigns
give Laws to His Parpofes 2 or, Will the

- Courfe of Second Caufes ftoop to thy

Appoititment, or run according to thy

Arbitratiofi 2 It will only be our Tor<
ture to ftruggle, when it is not in our
Power to difpofe : And know, that thou

‘doft infolently invade the Prerogative of

the Almighty, when thou repineft at any
of His Difpenfations: For, it fhews a
rebellious Will in thee, to refind His
Degrees, and difturb the Method and
Order of His Adminiftration - of Afs
fairs. - | L

2. CoxsipeR, That Gopis notons
1y our Sovereign, but He is our Proprie<
tor. All our Comforts and Enjoyments,
yea, our very felves are’ infinitely more
G o p’s, than they are ours. He hath but
lent them to ws, for our prefent Ufé and
Service; but the Title and Propriety are
ftill His own. And, What hath bufy and
pragmatical Man to do, to intermeddle
with that wherein he is leat of all cons
cerned 2 Thy Children, thy Eftate; thy

- Liberty, yea, thy Life -itfelf, whatfoever

is deareft to thee, and moft prized by .
‘ . \ FhCC,
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thee, is not fo much thine, as it is Gop’s.
And, what Prefumption, then, is it, to
prefcribe unto Him, or to murmur a-
gainft Him, for difpofing as He pleafeth,
what fo entirely appertains unto Him ¢
May He not do what He will with His
own ¢ Ceruinly, this Cordideration a~
lone, were it well wrought imo our
Hearts; would be fufficicnt to allay all our

atsence, and filence all our regining
Thoughts 3 That fince all is Gop’s, we
ought rather to blefs Him, and grateful-
1y to acknowledge His Goodnefs, that he
hath fpared us any Comforts thus long,

47

shan to complain of His Rigour and Se~

verity, that He is pleafed again to call
~ for them from us, and to require again,
'wl;.z; he only lent, but never aliena-
se . |
- 3. Consiper the Relation where-
in G op ftands unto thee. He isnoton-
ly..thy Sovereign and Proprietor, which
are Titles of Awe and Majefty, but He is
shy Father, which is the moft {weet and
endearing Title of Love and Mercy. A
+ Father, whole Bowels yern and roll to-~
wards thee, while He is correing thee,
Fer. xxxi.2a. Iy Ephraim my dear Son?
; be a pleafant Child ?  For, fince I [pake
~ngainft-bim,: I do earnzfily remember bim
fill : * Therefore, imy Bowels: ave troubled

for
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for bim; I will [urely bhave Mercy upon
him, [aith the Lorp. He undertakeés
this Work of Corretion unwillinglL,
and, as it were, by ' Conftraint : For, be
doth not willingly grieve, nor affiict the
Children of Men, Lament. iii. 33. - Were
it not that He fees this Difcipline of the

- Rod is neceffary for thee, thou fhouldt

never have other from Him, but Smiles
and Favours.. Nay, Gop hath given us
the highieft Exprefiion of His Tendernef$,
that ever could proceed from the Heart-

. of the moft affe®ionate and compaffio-

nate Father, Jfa. Ixiii. 9. It all therr Af-
flictions, be was afflicted. As a tender-
hearted Father chaftifeth his Children,
with as much Grief and Regret as they -
themfelves feel it; fo-doth Gob. An:
fhould not this, then, be a prevailing Mo~
tive unto Patience, to confider, That it is

" our Father who chaftifeth us; a Father

who is infinitely gracious, and merciful 5
‘and, whofe Merey and Pity alone puss

'Him upon this His firange and enwiéls

come Work ¢ Shall I murmur and f#
becaufe His Goodnefs takes this nece

fary Way of exprefling itfelf towards

me ? becaufe He is not fo cruel;-as g
deftroy me, by fparing me ? and, eter«
nally to damn me, rather than, if Need

- be, for a fhort time to crofs and grieve |

me 2

v
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_aneé? Certainly, if there be any child.

like Ingenuity in us, we ought rather tq
-kifs the Rod, and the Hand that -lays it
‘on; to blefs and praife Gop, that He
.expreffeth fo much of a Father as to cor-
et us. - The Apoftle firongly enforceth
this Argument, Heb. xii. 9, 10.' Onr earth-
dy Fathers correlt us, -and we givve them
‘Reverence : How much more thall we
-be in fubjection to the Father of S}J’iritr
{ince He never chaftifeth us out o
fion and Humour,: as e'arthl? Parents ofw
ten do, but for our Profit ¢ When we
can thus look off from the abfolute, to
the relative Nature of our AffliGions;
from thiem as they are Evil in themfelves,
t0 them as they are in the Hand and
Difpofe of our heavenly Father, we thall
ﬁmfo more Caufe of Joy. and Comfort,
than of Sorrow and Repining., Thus
our Blefled Saviour fupports himfelf:
i.11. The Cup that my Father

n me, fhall I not drink thereof 2

we loath the Cup of Afftictions;
onfidered, as- it hath many bit-
dients in it ; yet, when we
Jook upon it, as it is held out to'us in
the Hand of G o p, this will fweeten that

bitter Potion, and make us look upon

every Difpenfation as a Mercy.

-

Pa{-’- |

E- 4. Con-
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and crufh thee by it, yer know, O Chi-
flian! that it fees its Way. - All thy Sor-
rows and Sufferings ‘are chofen- out for

ce, by that Gop who doth infi&

them. - P ,
1. & knows the jutt Proportionof
what thou art to undergo. He is the
wife Bhyfician; that knows what Ingre-
dients; ‘and what Quantity of each is fit
teft for thee to take, and will fo temper
them boeh for Meafure and Time, as fhall
be moft proper and hcalthfullfzor thee.
And, if He preferibe thee a large and 4
bitter Draught, appeafe thyfelf, and quiet

§t

the Tumults of thy Paffions, with thi§ -

Confideration, Thar it ‘was ‘His infinite
Skill and Are chat directed Him fo de

2i Hs knows and confiders the E<

vents and the Confequences of "’l'hingg. .

which are hid in 2 profound Obfcuiity.

from us fhorefighted Creatures. Pof«
fibly - He intends thee the gredteft Mer-
cy, -when He brings the foreft Try-
als wpon thee¢ ; and, by pruning and lop-
ping theey defigns only, that thou' fha
grow th

Wifdom often fo manageth our’ Af-
fairs, as to bring Good out of Evil, Light
out “of Darknefs, and Life- itfelf 'out of
Deash. - Aad that whichi 'av prefent we

E 2 cannot

e “more ftately and beauriful. -
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és faithful, who will not [uffer you to be
2empted above that you are able s but will,
with the Temptation, alfo make a Way to
éfcape, that ye inay be able to bear it.
He will proportion our Burden to our
Strength, and not lay heavy Loads up-
on weak Shoulders. o

2. He hath promifed his Prefence
with, and His Comforts and Afhftance
to, the Aflicted, Jfa. xliii. 2. When thou
paffeft through the Waters, I will be with
thee ; and through the Rivers, they fhall
not overflow thee: When thon walkeft
through the Fire, thow fbalt not be burnt,
neither fball the Flame kindle upon thee.

And, certainly, the Prefence and the Con-

folations of Gop, are fuch as can fweeten

the moft bitter Condition, and make the .

Waters of Marab: pleafant and refrefh<

mg. L ' L TN “ .

3. Hx hath promifed to refeue thee
out of all 'thy Dangers, and to deliver
thee out of “all thy Sorrews and Trou-
bkf;?ob v.19. He fball deliver thee in -
Sixe Troubles, yea, in feven, and there fhall
#o Eil touch thee. 'However, - =

4. H & hath made thee that univerfal
Promife,” which. fhines among all the
reft, as the Sug in the Firmament, and

' were enough, if there were no other be~
fides,. 1o give Light. and Capafors toa

» Do . E 3 ) Be-
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&. To this let me 2dd. ose Confide~
tation miore concerning Gop; and that
is, That He is the G o b of Patience, So
He is ftyled, Row. av. 5. The Gop.of
Patiente. - And thar, not only as He is
the Gonp that requires Patience from
us; .ot only as He is the Gop
shat gives Patience to us; not ohly

as He is the Gop that doth own

and crown Patience in s ;- buic as He
is the Gop that doth himfelf exercife
infinite Paticnee towards us. - He bears
more from us, thain we can pollibly
bear from Him. He bears our Sins
_whereas we only bear His Chaftife=
ments : And Sin is infinitely more cor~
trary t0 Gop’s Nature, than Suffering
can be unto ours. Amd, what ﬁr;@c
Difingenuity is it, when we daily offer
pnany horrid Affronts and Indi nities as
gainft His Divine Majefty, and. yet ex-
pad, thar He fhould put them up, -and
pafs them by wich Patience? yet; that
we {hould murmur and fret, and cannot
quittly-bear the leaft Correction ftom the

$5

Hand of Gov? Certainly, we allow

ourfelves firange Privilege and. Advan-

:age, thit we can be content, the Great

6 o b OF Heaven and Earth fhould daily

Huffer by our Siu:;:ﬁmd yet, Gamot be
SR N 4 e

gon-
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s ?o worfe with me, than to é@mph‘t;n,.

" Death 'a’i‘farm’d. N

content, when we fuffer a little by His
Chaftifemtent. Thus, did we but well
confider the Author and Infli&er of all
our Sufferings, . it would much help us
patiently to undergothem. That's a fe-
cond Motive. :
IIL Cons1p 5 R what thou haft defer-
ved; and this will be a moft unanfwerable
Argument to Patience under what thou
feelet. If Gonp fhould extract the very
Spirits and Quinteflence out of all the

.moft bitter Things in the World, and put

this Potion in thy Cup, and make thee -
drink of it all thy days; yer, all this
is nothing to what thou haft deferv'd.
When thou lieft under any Pain or Sick-
nefs, or whatfoever Mifery and AffliGtion
icbe, think with thyfelf] that this is no-
thing to one Gripe of Hell-Torments,
much lefs to an Eternity of them. Think
with thyfelf, tho’ this be grievous which
I now fuffer; yer, how happy is it for -
me, that I am pot now in Hell! If I now
feel {o much Pain, when I am but a little
touch’d with his Finger; Oh! what in-
tolerable Anguith fhould I have felt, had
1 now . lain under the furious Strokes of
hisalmighty Arm! And fhall I howland .
fret, and be impatient, when I have in-
finitely more Reafon ta blefs Gop, that it -

av
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. that it is thus? Thus, I fay, compare
your Sorrows and Sufferings with -your
Deferts ; and this will be a moft effeGtual
Means to excite you to a patient Bearing
of them..- - E '
. IV. A rourTH Motive to Patience

may be the Confideration of the great
Benefits and Advantages that accru¢to us

51

by Affli&ions. - Itis true, that Afflitions,

in themfelves confider’d, can have no great
Encomiums made of them. For {o they
are rather pernicious and deftructive, than

any way conducible unto the Welfare of

thofe that fuffer them. That Man muft
have worn off all Impreffions of Natural
Good and Evil, whoever fhall think, that
Pains and Sorrows are but Delights and
Recreations.  After all the grave Ditates
of Philofophy, Pains will be Pains, and
Difeafes, Difeafes, ftill. - And, if Reafon
fhould prefume to teach Senfe to judge

whar is dplcaﬁmt,ﬁ and what is gricvous,

it woul
grow very profoundly ridiculous. Itis
‘Waork enough for Patience to bear them
as they are; itis not requir'd, that we
fhould account.shem Pleafures and Di-
vertifements; and thofe who are of fuch
a ‘cynical- Humour, - deferve -enough of
fugh Bleflings, -But tho’ Affliétions be iw
themfelyes evil, yer are they capabkff ({‘f
| e

\

exceed its due- Bounds, and
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O Chriftian ! whatfoever thy prefeat
Troubles and Afflitions be, know, that
Gop brings them upon thee, only to
breathe thy .Graces, and make them the
more_healthful and vigorous. Poffibly, -
He takes from theeall thy outward Props
and Dcpendencies, to try thy Faith, whes
ther it can lean firmly upon a Promite,
and be confident enqugh to. take: His
Word without a Pawn. Poffibly,: He

~ Jets loofe all His Winds.and His Waxes

upon thee; the whole Face of Heaven
may be muffled with Clouds, and, for
many days, thou mazﬁ {ee neither sSun
nor Star, no other Light but thofe Flafies
which" are more tcrri%le and difmal than
Darknefs itfelf; And all this, only- to

. try the Temper of thy Hope; whether

that Anchor be firong enough to hold

outina Storm. And, if ever Providence

fhould call thee to lay down thy feeu-
lar Enjoyments, or thy Life itfelf, for
the Profeffion of the Name of CuR1sT;j
this is only to try the Ardency. of’

Love and Zeal, how much thou ci

forego and undergo for His Sake; whe-
ther thou canft efpoufe 2 naked Truth, & -
deftitute and forfaken Curi1sT, -when
Reproaches, Revilings, Perfecutions, and
Martyrdom, are the only Dowry thew

cantt here expe@t. Thus,I fay, Gopofi

{31
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fhall wa, with the Apofties, be able, evea

63

theve, to fing Peaifes toour Gon. And

Experience, faith the Apoftle, worketh
Hape; inafmuch as havmpﬁrmaly un~
dergone the like AffliGions, we may, with

the morc Confidence; expad cither the

like Support, or the like Deliverance.
And, lattly, Hope mateth not afbamed ;
for the tion of the Righteous fhall
.x:;ge :li ppog‘ted, but ng will cer~
ainly deliver them, either from, or b

all their Sufferings ard Miferies. - Nov{:

what 3 prevalent Argyment fhould this

_ be unté Patience under AflliGtions, fince
a wrue Chriftian makes fuch great Im-

provements of his Afllidions, that he

would be an infinite Lofer, thouid he

“ amith his Advantages to be rid of his P‘:rf: |

flidions? That is the firft Beaefit we gain
. by Aflli@ions; they exercifc and fireng-
then our Graces. o :
.2. Aor#Eer Advantage of Afflicti-
ons is this, That they are Phyfick to the
Seul, to empel and purge our its Cor-
yuptions: ~ And, thercfore, though the
Potion be bitrer, yet, when it is admi-
aifired to fuch an End, this fhould re..
concile aur Antipathy, corre& our Nau-
feating -and make us fwallow ic down
shat aorable Place, Ja. xxvii. o btgir,
. ther

without repining or murmurin% See
)
e~
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therefore, fball the Iniquity of Jacob be
,’purgfd;’ahd this is all-flbi: Fnj:itj, to take
away bis.Sin. And this Affli&ions do,
{ometimes . by cutting off thole Provi-
fions, which .a more -profperous Condi-
- tion laid in, for the fulfilling of the Luits
of the Flelh: When we cannot have
fuch  large Supplies for. thofe Vanisies
and Follies, which before too much alie~
nated our Hearts from Gop.  Sometimes
they work more kindly and ingenwoully -
,in 2 moral Way, as they put ‘Men upon
ferious Reflexions, and caufe them to'con= -
Aider their Ways and Doings. Thofe who,
awere never penfive, nor thoughtfisl dbes -
fore, will be fo, when the Hand of Go o
lies heavy upon them. Then they begin:
to examine and ranfack their Confciens
ces: And, asMariners, in a Storm, throw
over-board their Freight, to lighten the
Veflel ; fo thefe, when they are in a tem.-
peftuous Condition, caft out this and that
Sin, to lighten their Souls, that the Tema
peft may the fooner ceafe, or they the
better out-ride it. And this is the very
Reafon, why there is no Place fo holy
as a Sick-Bed. Have you never been corrs
verfant with thofe, who have been caft
thereon, when their Veffel hath f{prung
a Plank; and Death hath been leaking in
onevery fide? Have you never ob_fcrlslr,cd,
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- how they hdve chen wholly applied thems
felves ‘to -Prayer, and Confeffion, an
- heavenly Difcourfes? They are deadne
to all the Joys and Vanities of the World,
. and deteft their own Folly for ever lovs
ing and prizing them: And -fo is is
proportionably in- all ether AffliGtions

that G oo brings uponus; They all rend-

to make us fober and confiderative. For,
it is a natgral Impreffion upon the Minds

of Men, that all our Sefferings are for

Sin: And this eannot but engage .ug
againft thofe 8Sins, the Smart of which
we fo fenfibly feel ; and, having had fuch
Experience of the bitter Effe@s of it, are,
afterwards, made more capable of the
.Counfel of our Saviour, to fin no more;
left a worfe thing befal us. WNow, OChris
ftian ! if this be the Fmit of thy Afflis
&ions; to purge thee from thy Sins, wile
thou ecomplain, that Go p deals w0 fc«
verely with thee;, whea He intends thee
{o great a Blefling ? Canft thou patient-
ly fuffer Incifions, Caufticks, Searings;
Amputations; and Cutting off ‘of whole
Limbs, and all the merciful Tortare that
the Art of the Phyfician puts thee to, for
the Recovery of thy boddy Healhi 7 and
yet; wilt thou murmur againft the Greas
Phyfician, when He takes thofe Methods,
which, shough thcyFatc gricvous, . yet

| afc

1
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aikeés from us, as much.Blood as He fets,
fo much of oui and' peccant
Humours run o th it comw
mon Reafon woula eamy perfuade us,
to-bear that-with: Patlence, which. will fo

vaitly redound to our Benefit and Advana

uc..‘;f'J«'_: e . N
' g?,. " A pathent Bearing of AflliGions
s a clear Bvidence of our Adoptions Ina
deed, our Sufferings only prove us to be
the Sons of Adam, on whom the Curfe
is entailed through his Primitive Tranfu
cffion. . But, our Patiefce under Suffer~
gs; is'a ftrong Proof andEvidende, thar
we are the Sons 6f Goo: All Metals
may be melted it the Furnace 5 butiit is

the Property of Geld'only, to endure the

Fireyand lofe nothing of its Weiglit, nor
Worth.. ‘The Apoftle .makes this the
‘Eryal: of aour Legitimation, Hebs xii. 7
If ye endure Chafning, G o'b: dealeth with
you as woith Sons. And, Ver. 1o. If you be
without Chaftifement, whereof all ave Pars

ers, then are ye Bafturds, and not Sons.
-And again, ver. 6. Whom thé Lorp lox
sveth, be chafleneth,: and [courgeth every
Son whom. he receiveth. It is true, we
-candot-argue, -That we are the Childreh
of. Gop, meerly.becaufe he. {courgeth
as ¢ -« For, &op difpenfeth Aflictions,
both as He is a Judge, and as He is a Fa~

s
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oiim'mrd «can be of Trouble and Sorrow;
ﬁyea a'Joy unfpeakable and glorious, that

wallow uprall the AfliGions thou

ﬁ:cleﬁ and make them- inconfiderable
'Nothmgs ¢ AsS. Stephen was fo whol-

t{ wrapt up with his heavenly Vifion, tha,.

the Fews gnafh’d upon him with
then' Teeth, and dragg'd him forth to
ftone him, yet he was fo -wholly:fixt

and intent: uﬁon the Glory of that un-
exampled: Sight, that he re ards not their

"Threats,’ nor the - Stones ¢ ey threw at

him, Wthh he knew, would but pitch

his Way to Heaven: So truly, when it’

- -pleafeth G o b t0 open Heaven in #Man’s
Soul, and ‘to ravith his Heart with. the
dear Senfe of His eternal Love, all out-
ward Sorrows.and Troubles are not of
Force fufficient to difturb his Thoughts s
but he is wholly poffe(s’d with the Con-
folations of Gop; he retreats inward,

and enjoys himfelf in Peace, and unfpeak-
able Comfort, in that Reurcment where
* AffliGtions and Tribulatiens cannot reach
him: Aad they can no more embitter
his Joys, than one Drop of Gall can em-
bitter the whole Sea, when it is let fall
into it. Now, Gop never affords fuch
large and ovctq-ﬂowmg Meafures of His
Confolations, as in an afflited Condi-
tion. He gives His frongeft Cordials,

F 3 when

69
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what the Apoftle faith, 1 Cor. iv. 17. Our
light Affliction, eobich is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and
ererngl Weight of Glory. - Methinks, this
Confideration alone thould:be fo effe=
€tual to teach us Patienge, that we fhould
fcarce have Patience ‘to hear any mere.
Shall our.Glory fuperabaund, as ourSors
fows have aboupded § Shall our eteri-.
, . : né
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BS b€ meatured.out
py the Cup of Affli¢tions which we nave
here drank of ¢ Doth*Gop beat and
hammerf us, only.that He m Trrese
pnd Sorrow; fly. pway, amd eversuung
and unmeafurable Joy be
‘Whegefors then, O.
-t Gompl weemal IrCLe
as? Doft thou wo.
. 10 fume and eftuate,
es the .coutfe to make thee tog
p. Art thou likely ta be,hap.
* thou Wemldt be 2 ‘o, .Doth
p go.thee.apr Idjury, to fit . ___
e Place- in Heaven, than, per-
cateft to poflefs ¢
shau -drs the great¢ft Enemy to
And if thou wiouldf} have thy
ere, th‘ldikhal'geﬁ ,(;_ O p v
™ tidn, . ‘Fhy Impatience can frec
— .no.. othes Weight ;but one,
i8,. the: xceeding and eternal
or Glory. Fhus, therefore, if we
“the %mg;}}encﬁ.ts and . Advan-
— will :acerye to us by.a patient
of Afflictions ;. that it 1s Excrcife

7

$O.008 s, Phyfick for our Souls, an

Evidence or. onr Adeption, and an Addi-
~ non to oyr fupwe Glory; we fhould
foon. be gonvinged, ‘that jt is much.more
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o miswch Diftrefs amd Miﬁ:ry.. " And, n<
~deed, dris way of glorifying Gep, by
~pati€nt Suffering, is a Privilege and Ad-
wantage that we have above the Angels»
Thc\,giod Angels glorify Gop by deo-
-ing His Will, but they cannot fuffer :
- And the Evil Angels indeed fuffer, but
-they cannot fuffet - patiently. - Hereintiwie
-outfrip them; fince, by Nature; we arg
. made paflive; and, by Grace, patient. - -
VI CoxsipER, That Parience upder
. AffliGions : is : che :beft way to be freed
from AfliGtiohs.: And ‘that, whether -
-tiey be immediately from Men; or from
;Gop" T Co e e
1, Ivthey be immediately from Men;
‘Parience is of fuch a. fweet winning Na-
-gure; that unlefsghey have quite devefted
JHumanity, they cannot long perfevere in
-a.cauflefs Wronging of thofe who quiet~
ly bear and pafs by their former Injuries.
*-Vetevem forendo injuriam, <vites -novam, * Publius
was the old Saying. By putting up old 4 Celi-
“Wrongs, you will not fo much invite, as ticlaz.
avoid, new ones. W bere no Wood is, the & 14
-Fire goesh out, faith Solomon.- Patience fub-
gracts and withdraws Fuel from Wrath,
Jrfinds no new Ogca_ﬁon xfg fir up Strife
1Oppofition, Whereas, if there happen
:? ggr?tmvarfy and Diﬁfzer,eﬁc‘e" beufrgen
- wo - impatient . Men, it is but like clap-
Lo ' ng
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“fe& it will hiave apen themy, if they be
not altogether fietce and brutith; - or, if
they be, it will prevail with Gop to rew
firain shejr Malice, and to take us, as His
Clienits, under His own Prote&ion. .

2. I¥ our Sufferings be immediately
from Gop; 2 patient Bearing of them
will thie fooner put a Period to them, bes
Gaufe ufually :one great End. why Gop
deh affli® us, is 1o tgach us Patience.
And, therefore, the {foones we learn this
hard Leffon, the fooner wemake the Afx
fliGtion nec«ﬁéfs; -and Gop will aot cha-
ftife any, unlefs Need be. His Defign is
not to break; but enly to how and hum-
ble thee ; and when He hath effected this,
He will foon withdraw His Chaftife-
ments, and caft away HisRod, it being’
a. Work altogether as difpleafmi and irk-
fometo Him, as it can be unto thee. Rewv.
ili. 10. Becaufe thon baﬂ,keﬁt the Word of
wy Patience, 1. e. becaufe thou haft been
pasicataccording to my Word, J will al-
fo keep thee from the I'zmr of ‘Temptation
which foall come xpon all the World; to try
them that dwell .upon the Earth. Now,
when you are under Afflictions, what is
it that you moft paffionately defire 2 Is it
not, that Gop would take off HisHand ;

. that He would fpare a liule, and give

fome Refpite; that He would _frccfyou
S fom
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wilt thou'murmur anil répine; wheéd théh
fuffereft only in one or two Intbrefts,
avher all ‘the reft efcaped ‘Whereas, thon
mightft have foffer'd gs’ﬁverfaﬂy’ infevery
Faculty of thy Soul, and every Mumber

- of thy Body, and every: thing thut be-
! B

longs'4¥to theee '
P PR R SR 7 71
3, AL
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" Caufe 'df. Thankfelrie(sin -every Effate,
than of :Frcming:(hn'd«l( ining-.,r;s'-l?hc
Truth is;' whenwie ste-under any Aflli-
&ion, we: are! genemly: trouliléd weish 2
malicious kind of Melanchely u. . Wie:ons
by dwell and .pdteupon tie {ad aivd ‘dark
Occurrences ©of Pravidence, but:mevér
take motice.. of’;thic /mord: benign' and
bright ones. Ount Way, in this World_is
tike 2 Walk under & Row of Tkees, iche-
© quer'd with Light ahd Shade. /(Andybed
caufe. we' canmot al along watk in the
Sumdhiine, . we therefore pervetfly fix ome
lig.upon the darker Paffages,:and fo. lofe
ait thuia Comfor; of bur;Comﬁl:;,ts;_ "W
age liko- frowvard Children, who; if. you
take but onc of tb:ir:l?laydxing'vﬁ%m
them,. throw dway. alk the reft:in:{pd

Plow, - @ Chrifsan/.: recole&) thyfelfy
Conflider how many Mercies thou: ens
joyft .with thy; Afflitions: - Yea, confi-
deii how' much- Mercy islin thy Aflictis
ons, in that they: are.not fo exoreme.and
rigoroms, as thy Sins deferved, andcould
baue prepared. . They ata fuch, as might
eafily -enough’ be bofn, didft 'moy’ thow
Wzkf- greaten and iagsm,vawtbex’n,-tgy
S , thy
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_gring and confuming Difeafes; and frets
teft thyfelf with Impatience; though,
poffibly, thou .mayft have all Accomo=
dations of Means and Attendance to eafe

8t

and folace thee. But, canft thou find

none that fuffer the fame Pains, the
fame Difeafes, -and, i1t may be, in
a far more fharp ‘and fevere meafure,
and yet are deftitute of all the other
Comforts thou enjoyft ; and have no
where to breathe out their Sighs, and
their Sorrows, but in the open Air, or
at the Threthold of thy Door 2 Certaina
ly, were all the Evils and Miferies that
Mankind endures, amafs’d together, and
.brought into one common Stock, and
Store, and then diftributed by equal
Shares among all Men, thy Lot, and thy
JPertioni of them, would, perhaps, be
much greater thannow it is. And, theres
fore, it is very unjuft and unreafonable
for thee to complain, fince Gop hath
beent more kind, and more favourable to
‘thee, than to thoufands of others. Bug,
* the Mifery is, that Pride and’ Self-Love
" makes us always take our Meafures from
thofe that are above us : ~And, if we fee
any more profperous than ourfelves, we
prefently murmur and quarrel at G o p's
,'Proceed)i’ngs, and are apt'to think, that
He deals rigidly with us, becaule He

Y « B - deals
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deals more fivourably with fome. Where=

as, were we humble emough to look be-

low ourfelves, we thould, every-where,

find miferable Objeéts, and fee abundant

Caufe to blefs and praifc G op, that it is

" npot with us, as with them. ~Art thon

oor ? yet, even among that Rank of
en, are there none reduced to a more
pinching and tyrannous Ncceflity, than

thyfelf ¢ Look abouwt thee in the World,

and, Ibelieve, there are few, or none,
that will read ‘this, but may find fome
‘whom they can relieve, and are fit Ob-
jets of their Pity and Charity. Are
thou difeafed, or tormented with Pains 2
Well ; but canft thou find never 2. Lazas
rus, never a Fob, in the World,  in com-
parifon avith whom, - thy Difeafes them-
felves are Health, and thy Pains Pléas
fure 2 Thou art not yet broughe into
that Extremity, that a Potherd, or 2
Dog’s Tongue, thould be thy only Eafe
‘and Comfort. Haft thou fuftained Lofles
in thy Eftate, or in thy Relations 2 But

-cantt thou find none, who c2n make thee

fuch doleful Complaints, and tell thee
fuch fad Stories of -thefe things, ast6
make thee forget thine own Sorrows,
‘and mingle thy Tears, not of Impatience,,
‘but Compaffion, witfx theirs? Certain-
ly, we have all of us abundant Caufe ;o

'
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Way be thorny and 'mify, yet it is bue
fhort, A few Sighs mrere may brin

you to Heaven, where all Sorrow ang
Sighing f(hall flee away, and everlafting
;(‘) ' facceed -thefé temporal Miferies.
Long Afflictions-- are not beyond our
Sufferance. They muft of neceflity be

‘light Burdens, that a2 Man carries far.

Sore'and heavy Troubles ufually give in
Bail to their own Arreft. They fpend
together with the ‘Subjcét that beareth
them; and muft, like Fire, go out at laft,
for wang of Fewel - So that whatfoever

- G 2 ‘ your
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atid theFours roll awiy as faft Gver the
Miférable} as the Profpérous. ~ Yet, how
Tovift - ¢ bur ‘Days {pem -in - Bafe:and

Pleaftite’! - The Hours feem to overtake;
ando ‘érowd - oné intbi'another. - Aid -

yet, ‘Certaiitly,’ thy fad; and'thy ¢hearful
‘D:iysslh;ive"z ' !
fure. " *The Shadow ‘creéps as- faft about
the'Dial “of ‘2’ ‘miferable Man, a5 6f the
" hippy.©The ‘Odds lies anly within thy-
{elf.’ "Fpatience, Pretfulnefs, Repining,
a raw dnd-eager Spirit, fond Hopes, and
inipotent De%res, miake thott AfHlictions
feem long "ind-long oiies endlefs. - Bue
were' diefe’ cured, thou wouldft find it
altogethér inreafonable, to complain of
thé Lenpeht of thy AffliGtions, when yet

they' aré Wwhirl’'d away; and pafs with -

thie (iffie Floetnefs that makes others com-
plairf; tiseir- Pleafures,“and their Lives,
are’ too ‘fhort.. However, here -confi-
der, } e oo T S :

oth ene and the {améMea.

8¢

1. Ber thy AfiGions-be ‘as grievous

- as thy:Paflon can deferibe chem, yer,
doth'Q &0 ufford thee:no lucid ' Inter-
vals ? - tHaft thow - ne:- Intermiffion "from
thy Sofrows 2 no Breathing-Space afford-
et thee 2! Why, thisis Mercy ; -arid this
‘Fime: of thy Bafe and'Refrefhment ought
not"to.'Be reckoned -into the Suffering,

as'commonly: it 'is.* Ind¢ed, Men have

E ] G3 ' got
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Truth, fay, That thou haft fo long-had
thy Difeale, than that thou haft had thy
Health. And, : o
2. I thou haft been long under Affis
&ions, yet, perhaps, they have been vas
ry'd. Even this i Mercy, that he will
not firike long upon one Place, nar
fcourge thee where thouart {ore alrcady.
But feppofe, - R
3. Tur Aflliion that Gop. brings
upon thee were to continug as 1 as
hy Life idelf continues, without either
Change or Intermiffion ; yet confider,that
it is moft unreafonable to. complain of
thy Sorrows, as long, when thou-art ftill
eomplaining of thy Life, as fhort. If thou
art not reliev’d fooner, yet it cannot be
long €'re Death will put an End ta thy
temporal Mieries; and the laft Sigh and
Groan thou fhalt give, will be that which
fhall difeharge thy Soul from thy Body,
and thee from all thy prefent Sorrows
and Sufferings, And, therefore, though
the Days of thy Pilgrimage be evil, yet,
fince they are but few, this may recom-
penfe for the other, and perfuade thee
to bear patiently, what thou art net to
bear long. Think with thyfelf, that it is

87

but a few days or a few Years more, that

I fhall be in a fuffering, in an afflicted

Conditiog., ] am wavelling thro’ 2 Va,lef :
' o

G 4
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ter to the whole Ocean. And fo, take

all the long Flux of Time, from the Cre-
ation of the World to this prefent Mo-

: reckon it by Hundreds and

f- Years; it fecms to us a
:: But then,lay all this Time,
ch’d.out thus long; lay it to
d it prefently fhrinks up to
is loft and {wallow’d up in
efs Gulph ¢ Yea, the fmalleft
ter is infinitely more confi-

89

1€ great Ocean, than Thou-

{ands of Years, thothey fhould be mul-
tiply’d again by Thoufands of Thoufands,
are to an eternal Duration. Now, thou
‘who complaineft of thy long and endlefs
‘Troubles, confider, -
1. 'FHat thefetake up but a very {mall
and inconfiderable Part of thy Life. Moft
-of thy Days have been¢rown’d with Mer-
-cy, and Gop’s Candle hath fhone upon
thy Tabernacle almoft as often as the Sun.
- . '2.:Consroer, That thy Life takes up but
a very fmall and inconfiderablc Part of
“Time. Itis but like a lictle Pattern cut

" -thee off from the greatPiece. And, =
3. Consiperalfo, That Time itfclf]
“tho'-it:fhould be ftretch’d out to as many
Ages, as there have been Minutes in it,
yet bears no Proportion to Eternity. And
art thoy not afhamed, then, to complain
. L #lam P
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- will &afe him of ; ‘and mach more, of 2
Chriftian. If thou canft not bear a Sea-
{on, a Day, or Night, of Afflition, an
Hour,a Momeat, 0 Affliction ; wherefore
art thou a Chriftian¢ Haft thou Hope
only in this Life ¢ If fo, reckon thy-
felf among the Number of thofe, whofe
Portion -is only in this Life. Bue, if
thou wile own the Name of a Chri-
ftian, thou oughtft to enlarge thyfelf
infinitely be‘{ond this prefent Time.
Thou oughtft to take Eternity into thy
- Life, and not to account that thy Life,
which thou leadeft here upon Earth ;
but that which thou liveft by Faith, and
m&eﬁ with a chearful Hope, the ever-
lafting Life of Glory and Happinefs in
‘Heaven. And, what is it to this Life of
thine, what thou fufferet here 2 Da
Poverty, Difgrace; Pains, and Difeafes,
Loffes, and Croffes; do thefe reach in-
to ‘Eternity 2 or, do they at all wint
that better Life, which thou liveft? This
here is not thy Life. As we reckon
not the Age of Children, from the time
they have been conceived in the Womb,

95

“but from the time of their Birth: So, -

truly, this prefent Life is but the Con-
‘ception of a Chriftian; in this World we
are but in the Womb. Then we begin
to live, when wg are brought forth in-

w©
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to the clear Light of Hedven, and breathe
the Air of Eternity: And, therefore, the
Days on which Martyrs fuffered, were
calied their Natalitia. - And, if any Sor=
rows and Affti&ions could reach thither,
thou hadft fome Reafen to be impatient ¢
But none at all, for thefe tranfitory Trou-
bles, which quickly pafs-away. with our
Days ; and for which, thon wilt in Hea~
ven be no more concerned, than now

-thou art, for the Pains.and Inconvenien«

ces thou felteft in the Womb, before
thou wert born. Thae’s a Ninth Mo=
tive to Patience, the Confideration of the
fhort Continuance of all the Afflictions of
this Life.... - . . -
X. T us Tenth, and laft Motive to Pa=
tience, which ought to be very effe@ual
with all true Chriftians, fhall be taken
from the Example of our Lotd and Sa=
viour Jesus CuRris® The Apoftle
commands us, Heb. xii. 3, 4. to look un=<
to Jusus, and to confider bim, who en~
dured [uch Comtradittion of Sinners a«
ainft himfelf, lefi we be weavied, and
?aint in our Minds. And again, 1 Pet.
ii. 21. we are told, That Cur1sT fuf«
fered for us, leaving us an Example, thas
we fbould fallow the Steps of bis Patience
and Submiffion. And, cerrainly, He is fo
great an Example of Patience, that,
o whep
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{shen we confider thie Indignities He en-

" dured, and the infinite Meeknefs with -

which He bare them, it may well thame
us out of our Fretfulnefs and Impas
tience., . :
- Axp thefe be Two Confidetations;
which dé mightily enhaunce this, and
tend to make it a moft -prevalent and efs
feGtual Motive to arm us with Meeknefs
ind Patience.
* 1i Consiper, That His Sufferingd
were infinitely greater, than any that
we ‘tgn poflibly undergo. From His
Crutely to His Crofs, we find His Way
firéwed all along with Miferies. Born
of a4 poor, and fufpeéted Mother ; ac-
quainted with all the Hardtips of a
mean and laborious Life:- His Do&rine
reproached to be Blafphemy; and His
Miracles to be Sorcery : Having no Shel-
‘ter, no Suftenance, not fo much as the
little Conveniencies of Birds and Foxes.
He confli¢ts with His Father’s Wtath, till
it firain’d His Soul into an Agony ; and
the Apprehenfions of that bitter Cup,
prefented to Him, {queez’d Drops of clot-
ted Blood from Him. We fee Him ex-
ofed to the infulting Scoffs of barbarous
uffians; crown’d with Thorns, {cour-

07

%crd, buffeted, and {pit upon; and, by the

ops of - His Blood; we may trace Him
- H ©
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to His Crofs; fee Him hanging there, &
ruthful Spe@acle both to Men and An-
gels ; the greateft Scene of Dolours and

Miferies, that ever was reprefented to the
World.  He was opprefled, and H¢ was
afflicted ; yet opened not He His Mouth :
He is brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter,
and as a Sheep before ber Shearers is dumb,
[o cpened not ke bis Mouth. And, -

* 2. Consiper, That all His wn-
known Sufferings were not for His own,
but for our Offences. It is. fome Motive
to Patience, when we fuffer the Effeéts
of our own Deferts. So thought the
penitent Thief, when he check’d the
blafphemous Reproaches of his Fellow-
Offender, Luke xxiii. g40. Doft not. thow
fear Go, [ecing thou art in the [ame
Condemnation? And we, indeed, juftly ;.
for we receive the due Reward of our
Deeds ;5 but this Man hath done nothing
amifs. ‘There was no Iniquity in Him,
neither was Guile found in His Mouth.
Yet, notwithftanding His infinite Purity,
and Innocence; notwithftanding that all
His Actions were pleafing to Go p, and
beneficial toMan ; yet, He fuffers all the
Wrath that the one, and Indignities that
the other, could load Him with. And
what! Do we find His Paffions eftuate ?
Doth He murmys againtt Gop, or me-

' e C ditate
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ditate Revenge againft Men 2 No; we
find Him meekly refigning up His Will
to His Father’ss Not miné, gtt thy Will
be dorte :  And, under all the Rage and
Affronts of Men, pours out His Prayer,
together with His Blood, for them ; Faa
ther, J;orgifve them, for they know not what
they do. ~ Now, O Chriftians ! imitate this
Pattern of your Bleffed Saviour ; Let it
ggwerfully perfuade you to Patience, and

bmiffion, under all your Sufferings,
Ours are all but the leaft Defert of our
own Sins ; His were only the Defert of
ours. Ours are only fome Sprinklings
of that Cup, the very Bottom and Dregs
of which He drank off. And, fhall we
be any longer impatient againft G o o, ot
revengeful againft Men?  Shall we fret
and fume, and be exafperated, and fly
- out into all the Extremities of Paffion
and Violence, when our Lord CHRisT
Himf{elf, the infinitely holy and glorious
Gop, calmly endured fuch Pains, fuch
Shame, fuch Wrath, that the very ute
moft we can fuffer in this Life, is {carce
a fit Shadow and Refemblance of them 2

Axp thus we fee this Exhortation
of the Apoftle prefs’d upon us, by thefe
Ten Motives ; which if we would bring
under the View of our ferious Confide-
ration, we fhall find enough in them, to

99
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than ourfclves? That all our AffliGtions’
are but fhort, and momentary.. And,
* laftly, Confider the Pattern and Example
of Carist’s Patience, which will power-
fully fway 1is to Patience under thofe
Sorrows we fuffer, which are both Jefs
in themfelves, and more deferved by us. -

" Trus I have given the Motives to Pa~
tience. The next thing, in Order, is, to
thew thofe Diftempers of Spirit which
are great Hindrances of Patience, and
‘éi,vc ‘2 very great Advantage to every
Crofs and Trouble, to rufffe and difcom-
pofe it. And, with thefe, Ifhall alfo an-
nex and prefcribe the Cures, And they,
are fuch as thele, '
Firft, An effeminate Softnefs and De-
Yicacy of Spirit, when the Mind is lax
and fluid, and hath not its due Confi-
ftency. We may obferve fome Perfons
to be of fuch a nice Complexion, thag
evéry Alteration injuresthem. Let them
but change their Diet, or Air, or fet and

101

dccuftored Hours, and they fuffer grand'

Inconvenieace by it, Whereas, others,

that are more robuft and vigorous, un-

dergothefe, and greater Changes, with-
out Change. And, thelike Difference
~ there is in the Conftitution of Mens
Souls, as in their Bodies. Some are of’

Hi3 fuch

-—
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fuch. feeble and languithing Spirits; that
they are utterly difogr‘:ilg:’d gbypthoi’e Ac»
cidents, which fcarce move thofe that are
of a more hardy Tempcr. And thefs
are, ufually) Men of very prone Paffions
and Affections, eafily excited and fet on
work by every thing that occurs : That
it is a wonder to fee, how they are agi-
tated by every {mall and trivial Objeét
that prefents itfelf ; like Chaff) or Straw, -
that the leaft Breath of Wind whirls a=
bout. Sometimes they immoderately rey
joice, fometimes they tenderly commif¢=
rate ; fometimes they vex, and tage, and
fly out into all Extremities’ of ‘Choler,
at thofe petty Circumftances that 'woul

not ftir another, of a folid and mafculine
Spirit. But thefe are Mén of too foft
'la'mtix t;ndir a (ll{onftiiiution. Ang, as a
light Stroke makes a deep Wound, npan
a foft Subjed, fo evcryplight Afigion
enters deep, and cuts thefe Mens Souls
to the very Quick. Now, to thefe let me
recommend that admirable Exhortation
of the Wife-Man, Prov. iii. 11. and
ged by the Apoftle, Heb. xii. 5. My Son,
deﬁ:ijz' not thou the Chaftning of the Lonf::
nor faimt when thou art vebuked of bim,
Here we have a moft excellent Temper
fet forth tous, as a Mean between Stupi=

ought
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ought to be affe@ted with the Hand of
Gop, and not to demean ourfelves un-
der Afflictions, "as though we felt no
Smart, neither valued what Gop doth !
againft us, but rather defy’d Him to do
his Worlt. It is a fign of defperate In-

- corrigiblenefs, when we are grown to a
Decdolency, and are fo far paft Feeling,
as to defpife the Smart and Correétion
of the Rod. Moderate Pdffions are al-
lowed us; and Gop, when He aflicts
us, would have us fhew ourfelves to be
Men, not fuch brutith Leviatbans, as to
Jaugh at the Shaking of His Spear, and
to account His Darts and Arrows no
more formidable than Stubble., *  But
then again, on the other hand, beware,
that as thou doft not defpife, fo thou doft
not defpond under the Corrections of
thy heavenly Father. Fortify thy Spirit,
and arm it with all the Arguments that
dre proper to encourage thec, in a fuffer~
ing Condition. Do not permit it to grow
too tender, and, inftead of being fen-
fible, to be forc and fretful. Confider,
1. TuE Indecency and Unbecoming-
mefs of Impatience : It fits ill upon, a

* Non fenire mala g;_t, Bon eft bominis 2 (5 nom ferre,
won eff viri. Seneca, Confol. ad Polyb. cap. 36.

It is inhumane net to feel our Sufferings, and un-
manly not to bear them. :

H 4 Man,
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it, this might be fome Plea, and reafon..
able Pretence, But, was it ever heard,
that the Body was cured of a Fever, by.
putting the Soul into ane?  Was it evep
lf;ea;d, that the Difordering of the Mind
compofed a Man’s Eftate? oy, that rai-
fing 2 Tempeft within, {hould lay a Tem-
peft without ¢ Nay rather, Impaticpce
adds a mighty Weight to our Burdess,
~while we muft bear both them and it
too. . | :

3. ConsipeRr, That Impatience is
not only unfeemly, and foolifh, but it
is unchriftian too. Thereis nothing more
direétly contrary to the true Spirit and
Genius of Chriftianity, than Murmuring,
and Repining. For, what is Religion,.
what is Chriftianity, but only a due Re-
fignation of our Wills unto the Sove-
reign and Holy Will of Gop? Now,
for us to vex and fret at the Accomplith-
ment of His Will and Purpofes upon us;
what is this elfe, but fo far to repounce
Chriftianity, ta rebel againft Gop, and
to withdraw ourf{elves from under HisDo-
minion and Jurifdi¢tion 2 And, therefore,
I befeech you, O Chriftians! as you
would approve yourfelves to be fuch,
that you would earneftly ftrive againft

- that fond Nicenefs and Delicacy of Spi-
yit, which will, elfe, be ¢ grear Snare-

' - ’ ' unto
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nough to Impatience. Let the' Comforts
we prize thus immoderately, be what
they will, we fhall find it a very difficult
Labour to keep ourfelves from murmur-
ing againft G o p, when He is pleafed to
crofsus in them, For, all the Paffions of
the Soul take their Meafures from Love.
That is the Mafter and Leading Affe-
¢tion. And, therefore, according to the
Intenfnefs of your Love, fuch will be
our Sorrow, and your Anger, and the
'¥retfulnefs of a difcontented Soul, when
G o p takes away the Objec of your fond
Love from you. So it is faid of Fonah
chap. iv. 6. that he was exceeding glad o
the Gourd ; he mightily pleafed himfelf
in the Shade, and the Shelter, that it afs
forded him. And, therefore, when Gop
had prepared a-Worm, to {mite, and wi»
er it, you prefently fe¢ what a violent
and exorbitant Paffion he falls into:
And, when G o p gracioufly condefcen-
ded to expoftulate with him; Doft thox
. well to be angry for the Gourd ? Ts this
fit for thy Realon, or Religion, or Pro-
feflion, to be fo tranfported for the Fa-

ding of fo {mall a thing, as this Gourd,

the mean Offspring of the Earth 2 we
{ee, that Difcontent and Paffion f{o blind-
ed him, that he flies in the very Face of
Gop Himfelf, and gives the A]migltl;l

, : A
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the moft fawcy peremptory ‘Anfwer, that
certainly ever proceeded out of the Mouth
of 2 good Man; . g. He {aid, I do well
20 be angry, even unto Death.  ‘Alas, pee~
vith Man! that fo little a Matter; as the
Withering of . a poor Shrub or Weed,
fhould put him into fo violent a P‘aﬂiog-f
But fo it is, when we immoderately
rize the Enjoyment of any Comfort on -
garth, we dxall likewife immoderately
bear the Lofs of it; when Gop comes
to touch us there, all within us is pre-
fently in anUproar; we eftuate, and fume,
and exclaim againft Men,, and quarrel 3¢
Providence; accufe one, and revenge ours
{elves upon another ; and, in the Turlkts
lency of our Paffion, can fcarce abftaiR
from Gop Himfelf. . <A
- Now, to cureand remove this Caufg
of Impatience, ‘let me befeech you to fir

- loofe from the Things of this World :

‘Let them not cancorparate with your

Hearts ; For, believe it, if once the Soul
and AffeCtions be glu'd to thefe earthly
Concernments, whenever G o o fhall take
them fromyou, it willbe a violent Tears
ing and Rending of your very Hearts, to
art with them.  Bring your{elves into 2
oly Indifferency of all Things here bes
low; and then, whatfoever happens, nos”
thing can fall qut much amifs.’ If‘ you .
- 1aye
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nave no venement AfteCtions for the En-
tof thefe Things, you will have no
ent Paffions firring in you for their
Lofs. If thou didft truly eftimate what
this World is. how vain, how empty and
infignificant, atiousa
[ome ; thou o
i “ude, That it isnot
er thou be high o= 1~+ ~
perfecuted or favour’
‘d; for, all thefe "~
s, and, as Dreams, they van
away. Our true Intereft lies not
t in Peace of Co "~
ind, ftaid and fedate
Vertue, and a pious Life; an
re thy Care, Croffes and Af-
" would be lefs thy Troubles. Think
" yielf, how momentary thy Life
" ™ ywert but of yefterday, and mayR
to-morrow. When it is ftretch’d
" " to the uttermoft, it is but a S
""" ; And what necdft thou,then,tro
ex thyfelf about {o many Con-
and fuch a Muliitude of Af-
* and cngage all the Strength and
our of thy Affeétions about fuch vain
rHings, that gontinue not, nor canft thou
continue to ufe them! What need fo
much Provifion for {o fhort a Journey !
Lct us take the Apoftle’s Direction, 1 Cor.
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vii. 29, 30, 3t. The Time is foort: B
vemaineth, therefore, that they who bave
Wives, be as though they bad none ; And
thofe that weep, as though they wept not
and thofe that rejoice, as though they res
joiced wor's and thofe that buy, as thofe
that purchafed not s And theythas nfe thiy
World, as not abufing it 5 for the Fufbion,
- of this World taffeth away. And, cere
tainly, could we but bring ourfelves tg
this excellent Indifferency, we fhould n¢
be much molefted, nor grow fretful ant
impatient, for any Loffes or Difappbitit
ments in Things which we look upofag
of no great Concernment. L
T hirdly, Another great Hindrance t6
Patience, is Pride and Self-Love. For, -
while we are fond of ourfelves, we
fhall be fhrewdly tempted t© murmur at.
whatfoever crofleth and thwarts our Ap<'
petites, or our Interefts. Thofe that are
reat Admirers of themfelves, think that
all Things are due to them ; and if any: -
thing fall out contrary to their Expe@tas
tions and over-weening Conceits, they =
prefently judge themfelves wrong'd, and”
ftorm and rage, as if their bittereft Paf"
fions were but juft Refentments of the
Injury done them. Never was there &
proud Perfon in the World, but he was
alfo impatient; for it is the very Nature '
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of Pride, notto endure tobe crofs'd ; and

thofe who are inordinate Lovers and Ad-’

mirers of themfclvesz muft needs take it
for a mighty Injury,
according to their Mind and Will

- Axp there is a twofold Pride, which
is the' Caufe and Root of all our Im-

patien¢e: A Natural, and a Spiritual

- Pride.

1. A naturat Pride, when we think
ourfelves eminent for fome narural Gifis
and Endowments, and, thereupon, ex-
pedt, that all others fhould fay as we fay,
~and do as we would have them; and if
any prefume to. do otherwife, we look
upon ourfelves as affronted, and cannot
bear fuch a Contumely, but prefently
, burn in Choler, and feek to wreak oux
Revenge and Spl)een upon them. A prough
Man is his own Idol, and his own Idola=
ter. And, as Nebuchadnmezzar grew wroth,
and furious, hot as his fiery Furnace fe-
ven times heated, when thethree Heroes.
refus’d to fall down and worthip the I«
mage which he had fetup; fo thefe proud

Perfons grow fPrefently enraged, if all do .
a

not bow and fall down before them. If
they meet with any fo ftubborn, as to
thwart and oppofe them, prefently their
Diana is defpis'd, and all their Paflions.
grc in an Uproar and a Tumult, to vindi-

o Late

if all Things go not -
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taté their Honour. Only from Prid'e,' fé‘itff_
the Wife-Man, cometh Contention, Provi

%iil. ‘10. and where-ever Contention_is

found, Impatience is firft the Mother of
it. ‘ . ' ‘
' 2. THERE is a Spiritual Pride, which
is the Root of Impatience. Afid thisSpi<
ritual Pride may be, where yet there isa
great deal of natural Modefty and Weak-
nefs. Now, thisPride confifts in hiving
ah unbroken and unhumbled Heart for
Sin ; when we have never been deeply
affe@ed with our Guilt and Vilenefs, and
that moft wretched and deplorable Cons«
dition in which we all are. And, there=
fore, whenfoever Gop affli&ts fuch a préud
Perfon as this, he is apt to think himfelf. -

unith’d beyond his Defert, and to que- -
ﬁion and quarrel at the Equity and Ju--
ftice of Gop, in bringing fuch heavy and
fore' Sufferings upon him, who thinks
himfelf a very innocent and righteous
Perfon: And this Spiritual Haughtinefs
andPride makes him fret againft Gop’s
Difpenfations, and makes him think that
G o o Himfelf turns Perfecutor, when He
affli¢ts him. Thus you fee, That all our
Impatience is from Pride; whether our
Sufferings be immediately from Man, or
from Gop Himfelf ; for, proud Flelh is
very tender, and cannot endure the leaft

’ ‘ Touch,
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Touch: " Now, thie only Cure for this
Diftemper of Soul is ‘Self-Denyal and
Humility., That Mari is moft {ccure from
Impatience; who entcitains but mean and
low Thoughts of"himfelf: Faor, what
firong Temptation¢ah there be to any
great Excels of Impatictite, as long.as
we fuffer only in that which we do not
highly value 2 Why fhould I vex or fret
inyfelf, that fuch a Man fpeaks ill of me?
Why alas! he fpeaks not worfe of me;
than I fpeak and think of myfelf > Shall
1be dxfcompos’d becaufe e hath doneme
fuehedn Injury 2 Why, I fhalk bur garify
htm that means, and, perhaps, %e did.
hg that very "Defign ; And “befides,
lf hathi'far more injur’ himfelf than 'me,

113

as I can keep my Patience enitire, .

Or, fhall I murmur asd repinc; becaufe
G op hath brought upon me fuch a Cax
iamlty 2 Alas! this is a Favour and Mer-
¢y, in ‘refpe of what I have deferv’d at
His: Hands. When I confider, what I
hive ddiie againt Him, all that He hath
torie againft me is nmhing My Sins me=
rit no lefs than eternal Death, and cters

f1al Damnatioit ; and canmly, I have

no Reéafon to comphm fo long asTam
out of Hell. Gob were mﬁmtdy gr. cis
ous and merciful to me, tho’ He fhould

fedouble His Snokes multxyly my Sor-
’ ro‘vsi
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1. Tug Meannefs and contemptible
Vilenefs of the Inftrument, What! to
be affronted and abufed by the Lees and
Dregs of the People 2 If a Lion had
rent me; there had been fome Solace i
the Honour of my Sufferings: But, to
ermine, the Ignomi«
than the Pains. Thus,
takes occafion to ex-
| the Bafenefs of the

truly, the moft Pa<
lo to keep their Pafs
upon this Reflexion.
‘ afgraVatcs his Mife<
fideration ; Fob xxx.

T bey that are younger
Derifion 5 whofe Fa=
difdained to [er with
. T héy were Children
en of bafe Men s they

Edrth :* And new I
heir Bysword. And,
[mpatience; when we
earfiefs of thofe who
, hd Inftrurhents of our,
Sufferingss What! to have a Part of
ourfelves, a Parcel of our own Bowels;
tebel againft us; and contrive’ our Hurt
and Ruii! Thofe who have their Be~
ings from us, to confpire our Deftrus
®ion ! Or, thofe whom we have made
Ia intimate
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Iritimate and familiar with us, and could
.never have had the Advantagc »of dox:g
‘us:Michief,; hadnot our Friendfhipa
Kindnefs put them -into the Capacity.
.And thus, David aggravates. his Suffers-
.ings, P]Zzlm Iv.: v2. It was not: an Enemy
that veproached me, then could. I have
born it ; neither was it be that haied. mg
that magnified bim{elf againft me: B
-1t was. thow, -a Man, mine Equal, my
.Guide, and my Campamon '

- 3 It many times heightens Impa-
tience, to reflet. upon the bafe .Ingra:
rirude: and foul Difingenuity of thofe
from whom we fuffer : . Perfons, pethap
-whom we have obliged, by the -
Refpects 1magmable 3. fucb, who,’ we
thought, had "as ‘much‘Reafon to love
s, as themfelves; and would have beem

as far.from doing us an Injusy; as ¥

“own Natures. - Yet, for fuch as.th

violate all Bonds: ot Friendthip, ‘and wall

.Lawsof Gratitude ; for fuch frozen Snakes .

to fly at us, and fting us; whem-we have
-warmed and cherifhed in our own Boqe.

foms, and who, without our: Sipg
.could not have had the Power: o

- «chief us : This, fajth Impatience, nhakes

the Injury altOgethcr mfuﬁ'ch'abf ; and

the. higheft Revenge I can take upos

.t,hcm can {carce. cxpxate it !
S WeLr
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W ers, but now, to cure this fretful
Diftemper of thy Spirit, be furc that
.thou look off from the Inftruments of
thy Sufferings, unto Gop, who is the
-principal Infli¢ter of thém. And then,
if thou wilt. but confider the three fore-
-going Reflexions, . thou wilt find, thdt
thine own Cannon will be turn’d againft
thee ; and thofe, which were Provocati-
-ons to Impatience, when thou lookeft to
‘Men, will prove ftrong and moft forci-
ble Arguments for Patience, if thou
lookeft to Gon. ' :
. 1. Tuovu groweft impatient, when
thou lookeft upon the Meannefs and
Bafenefs of thofe that injure thee: And,
-wilt thou not be patient; O Man ! when
thou confidereft thine own Vilenefs and

Bafenefs, who yet haft infinitely wronged .

and injured thy Gop? ‘Who? or, what
art thou ? but Breathing Duft, a Lump

of animated Mire, the very Sediment and

‘Dregs of Nature? And yet, how often
haft thou daringly provoked. and affron-
ted the great and. glorious. Go b of Hea-

ven and Earth? Every the leaft Sin thou.

~ haft committed, the leaft vain and un-
worthy Thought,. the leaft idle and im-
pertinent Word, is 2 far’ greater Injury.

done to Gop, than.the.moft unjuftand

violent Outrage can be againft thee. It
I3 is
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is thy Fellow-Creature that wrongs thee ;

Death difarm'd.

one, whofe Nature and Being is altoge-
ther as copfiderable as thine; and, in this
refped, differs no more from thee, than
Two Units, in a Number, from one
another. But thou finpeft againft the
Infinite Majefty of thy Almighty Crea-
tor; in comparifon with whom, thou,
and all Nations of the Earth, are lefs
than Nothing, and Vanity ; more No-
thing, than Nothing irfelf is. And, wils
pot tf\ou be patient under the petulant
Affronts of tﬁy Inferiors, whenas thou,
who art infinitely inferior unto Gonp,
ye liveft, and art 'yet our of Hell, only
through His Patience towards thee ¢ -
2, THov art impatient, when thou
gonfidereft the Nearnefs of the Relation,
wherein thofe that wrong thee ftand un<
o thee. But, wilt not thou rather be
patient, when thou confidereft, in what
a near Relation thou ftandeftunto Gop?
and yet ceafeft not daily to affront and

~ mjure Him?  Thou art His Creature j

and that is fo pear, as it challengeth

~ from thee all goﬁiblc Refpé@ and Duty..

Nay, more; thou art His Son, or at leaft
opeft and pretendeft fo, and yet rebel-
(tagainft thy heavenly Father. And, I

It mugh, that thine rebel againft' thee,

© fince
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ﬁnc; thou thyfelf rebelleft againtt thine 2
And, . ,

3. THov art impatient, when thou
- confidereft the Ingratitude of thofe from
whom thou fuffereft. But alas, O Man!
doft thou never confider thine own to-
- wards Gop? Is not thy whole Depen.
dence upon Him 2 Doth not He main~
tain thee, at His own Coft and Charges?
Hath He not educated, and brought thee
up, as one of His Family, and Houthold ?
Doth He not daily provide for thee?
Doth He not heap His Bleffings upon
thee, and load thee every day with His
Benefits ¢ And yet, O ungrateful Man!
thou arr daily and hourly wronging and
provoking Him. And, therefore, if He
doth at laft chaftife and affli& thee, thou
‘hatt no Reafon to murmur and complain:
For, it feems, it is but thine own Law;
it is no otherwife, than thou wouldft
thyfelf deal with thy Fellow-Creature,
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over whom thou hatt no fuch Right; .

-and from whom thou haft not fuffered,
by infinite Proportions, fo much as thy
Gop hath done from thee. Thus, I fay,
by turning off our Eyes from the Inftru-

ments, to the principal Caufe of our

Suffcrings, we may cure and remove that
Imsaticvnce, -whi,cl)l’ is apt to grate upon,
and exafperate, our-Spirits, .

' ‘ I 4 F iﬁblL
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Fifibly, .Reflegting upon a former more
profperous Condition, is oftentimes 3
great -Provocation unto Impatience un-
der our-prefent Sufferings, Nothing puts
a fharper Edge upon our Aflli¢tions, than

to: compare prefent Miferies with paft

Felicities.. But in this, we may fee very
much of the Perverfnefs of our Nature,
in turning that which ought to be an

“Engagement to -our Thankfulnefs, into

-an Occafion of Murmuring. For, either
thy former Profperity was a Mercy, or
not.. If not ; thou haft no Caufe to coms
plain‘ for the Change, If it were ; cers

“tainly, thou haft a Reafon rather to blefs

, Gonp, than to repine that He hath blefs’d

tlleeo . L. - :
A xop thus 1 have finith’d the Confir

deration of thofe Generals, which 1 pro-

| _ pounded. I hope,-I need not prefs any

thing more, than what hath already
beenoffered: And,if the ferious Review
of what Arguments and Motives have
been mentioned, will not fuffice to com-
pofe the Mind, it is much to be doubted,
whether fuch Mens Spirits be not ulce-
rous beyond all Cure. . Only, let me add
this for opr Eneouragement, thas this

‘hard and difficult Duty, will be but for a
Jittle while incumbent apon us. “What-

foever is irkfome in'Religion,, will ﬂlpigﬁ
. . - “ . T ‘y
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Yy be over. And, when we are pafs'd
through this Valc of Tears and Mifery,

as our Falth fhall be turned ‘into Vifion,

our Hope into Fruition, f{o our Panencc
fhall be turned into ]oy and Triumph.

© Tu1s wis the Confideration which
8. Paul himfelf 'us’d, under all his Suf-
ferings; and fhall e the Sub)e& of my
next Dx[gourfe, -
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