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Eans V. 26.

That he might [anélify and clednfe it

- with tbe Wafbin o] Water by tbc
Word &

E Holy Sacrament of Bap~
ifm, as it is our Solemn
intrance and Admiffion into
he vifible Church of Jefus
Zhrift, {o is the Do&rine of
it, with wvery good Reafon fet asan In-
troduéhon to that farther Account of
B Chri-
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Chriftian Faith comprifed in our Publick
Catechifm. And indeed, it feems bat

Reafon that we fhould begin our Chriftian
Profeflion where we began our Chriftian

‘ Race 5 and that the Do&trine of Chriftia-
. nity fhould commence at the fame Holy

Inftitution where we firft took upon us
the Name and Title of Chriftians. I fhall
therefore, through the Affiftance of Jefus
Chrilt, who is the Author and Einifber of
our Faith, endeavour to explain the Prin-
ciples of our Religion contained in that
brief Summary, the Catechifm, begin-
ning with that of Bapti{m ; wherein (as
it is there exprefled) ‘we are made Members
of Chrif}, Children of God, and Inheritors of
the Kingdom of Heaven.

There are high Encomiums of this Or-
dinance, and ineftimable Privileges cons

- ferr'd by it, and to fome may. poffibly

feem too lavifh 3 yet I doubt not but to
make it appear, that all thefe Privileges
do appertain unto us accordin% to the
Phrafe of Scripture, by ourbeing baptized
into the Church and Faith of Chrift. '
. 1 bave chofen this Portion of Scripture,

- to fhew the great Influence that Baptifm

hath upon our Sanification, by which it
is, that we are made Members of Chrift, vi-
tally joined by an holy Band to an holy

‘Head. The Words are broughtinas a
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Demonftration of the Love of Chrift td
lis Church, which the Apoftle gives as a
Patterh for Conjugal Love and Amity. -
He loved the Chiirch, Jo ds td give bimfelf for
#,as it is in the precedent Verfe.” And
the End of this un{peakable Gift we find
tontained in this Verfe, He gave himfelf
fir bis Church, that he might [andify and
tp’;@f it with the Wifbing of Water by the
wd

Not to {peak any Thing of the Context,
tor to make any -laborious amd critical
Explication of the Words, here be Two
Things worthy of cur Obfervation :

Firf, That one End why Chritt was
gvcnv to the Church is, that he might

nify ie. o

Secondly, Thit the Means to fin@ify
the Church, is Baptifm, and the Wdrd .

As to the former of thefe, being alien.
from our prefent Purpofe, let it fuffice to
tiote briefly, that Chrift hath purchafed
fot us not only Eternal Glory, but pre-
fen tGrace. He who hath called himfelf
both the Wiy, and the Life, gave himfelf
for us, not only to purchafe Life, but to
lead us in the Way tending to it. He
died to procure Heaven for all, if they

B2 " would
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would believe; bat he died to procure
- Grace for fome even his chofen Ones,
that they nnght believe and attain untg
Heaven and Happinefs. For their Sakes, as .
he teils.us, Jobn 17. 19. He fand¥ified him-
felf, that is, he devoted and feparated him-
{elf to undcrgo the cruel and' aceprfed
- Death-of the Crofs: And for his Sake,
God fan&ifies us from our Filth and Pol-
lution, thereby preparing us to enter in-
to. thofe Manfions- which he is gone be-
fore to prepare forus. . -
But that which more concerns us at this
VTlme to obferve, is the Means for. effect-
- ing this San&nﬁcatlon and they are Two,
the Wafhing of Water, wnd the Word, By
the former I fuppofe none wil] doubt but
that Baptifm is meant 5 or if they fhould,
th fo many other parallcl Places mnght
produced, where Remiflion-of Sins,
Jutification and Regeneration, are afcn'
to this Holy Ordinance, as the Effects
- of it, that it may be fufficient Conviction
that Baptifm is lnkewnfe in this Place un-
der(tood by the Wafbing of Water.. So
Ads 22. 16. Arife, and be baptized,, and
mafh away thy Sins, faith Ananias to Paul s
which is no other than being fand; ﬁ‘ed
and cleanfed with the Wafbing of Water.” So
likewife, Ads 2. 38. Repent, and be baptized
every onc of you in the Name of Jefus Cl:r;jrl



the Two Sacraments.

for the Remilfion of Sins. And Baptifm is
called,. 1st, 3.5 AsTesy m:ufyenm’a;, we ren-
der it, the Wafking of Regeneration s accor-
ding to bis Mercy be faved ns, by the Wafbing
of Regeneration 5 but the Word fignifies,
the Bath of Regemeration, which is that
Baptifmal Water whercin we are buried
with Chrift. :

-But before I can come particularly to
thew you what Sanctification it is-that we
receive by Baptifm, and how we are in
it made the Members of Chrift, the Children
of God, and Heirs of the Kingdom of Hea-
vew, it is neceflary, ‘and 1 hope will be
ufeful, to vindicate :the Praftice of bap-
tizing Infants, which fome of late have
eagerly difputed again(t. For if the
Church be miftaken in the Perfons to
whom this Ordinance belongs, certainly
they. can claim no Privilege by Vertusof
their having been baptized. And there-
fore, fince Baptifm is ufually adminiltred
to Infants, let us briefly examine whether
their Admiffion to this Holy and Myftical
Inltitution be according to the Precept of
the Gofpel: For if not, how can'they
fay, as the Catechifm direts, that irf
their Bapti(m they were made Members of
Chrift, C}Zildrm of God, and Inberitors of
the Kingdom of Heaven?2 =~ .=~ 5

B3~  Hegin
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Herein 1 {hall, Eirf}, prove to you the
Lawfulnefs of Infant Baptifm. :

Secondly, Anfwer fome Obje&tions that
are plaufibly urged againft ie. :
 Thirdly, Shew vyou what are the Ufes
of Baptifm, and Ends for which it was
ordained. : ,
1 fhall begin with the Arguments, ta
prove the Lawfulnefs of Infant Baptifm.
" The Firft is this: Infants are Members

. of the Church of Chrift, and therefore

to be baptized. Two Things are here tq
be proved, that Church-Members are to be
baptized 5 and then, that Infants are
Church-Members. I fuppofe the former
may be evidently demonftrated, becaufe
there is no other Way of folemn Admif-
fion into the vifible Church but by Bap-
tifm;  and therefore if the Members of
the Church ought to be folemnly ad-
mitted into the vifible Flock of Chrift,
they ought to be baptized. But clear
enough it is, .that thofe who are Church-
Members ought to be folemnly-admitted
into the vifible Church of Chrift. - They
are Members of the Church as a King is
a Sovereign before his Coronation, or 2
Soldier is fuch before his Military Oath 3
So Baptifar is our Publick and Solemn Ind
auguration into the Kingdom of Chrift 5
itis our Military Qath and Sacrament lt)o
v;‘ ) . . e K Ly e

e
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be Chrift’s -faithful Soldiers and Servants
umo our Lives End. It only remains
now to prove, that Infants are Church-
Mertibers : And that appears, becatife once
they were fo, and that Privilege is not
repealed. For in the Church of the Jews,
Infants were a Part of them who' en-
tered into Covenant with God. See
Dews. Qze. 10, 11, 12, You fland all of you
Vn the Lord, yonr Little Ones, and yonr
ives, amd the Stranger, that thou fhonldf}
exter im0 Covernant with the Lord thy God.
It is tiot, nor indeed can it be denied,
that the-Jews Children were Members of
their Church s confequently then the
Childretr of Chriftians muft likewife be
Members of the Chriftian Church, unlefs
it can be manifefted, that Chrilt hath re-
'Felled and recalled this Privilege. No
tch Repeal I ani confident cafi be pro-
dived. Nor indéed can the Repeal of fuch
a Privilege, as the being Menibers of the
Church, confift with the greitei Mercy
and Goodnefs of God, revealed fince
Chrift's Coming, in Comparifon of what
itwasbefore. ~The Children of the Fews
were Mémbers of the Fewifh Church be-
fote Chrift's’ coming into the Woild 5
but if a Jew be converted to the Faith,
fhall not his Children be niow Members
of -the Church of God? " If not, théy are
Vo - Bg in
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in a far worfe Condition ﬁme Chrift
than they were before, which is lxttlc
lefs than Blafphemy. ‘.

“Again, that the Infants. of . Bpllqvmg'
Parents are Members of the.Church of
Clirift, appears from this, that they who
deny them to be Members of the vifible
Church of Chrit, muft of NcCpﬁ.u;y make
them to be Members of the v;ﬁble King-
dom of the Devil. For there is np Third -
Eftate on Earth ;. but the Kingdom, of
Chrift, which is the Church, oy the King=
dom of the Deyil, divide all. Maﬂkind
between them. Thofc who.are npt-of
the Church, are of the World, figpce:our
Saviour affirms, that ke bab\c(dlqd ‘and
" taken 5:: out of the World, and that they are
not of the World 5 and the Devil is called
 the God and the Prince of this World : There,

fore all that are not of Chrift’s Flock,;and
of his Church, are of the- World, and
they belong to the Kingdom of the De-
vil: .And fo by a ve unchantable,
but. yet an unavondablelz nfequepce, -if °
we, deny Infants to be embers.of Chrift’s
Church, ‘'we muft hold that they:are all
Membseéts of Satan, Sub;e&s of the King-
dom of Darknefs, andn;g a defperate S;ate'
of Condemnatlon& ‘

From all this it follows dlearly, that
ihe Chxlciren of - Clmlhan Parents are

Church-
:
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Church-Members 3 “and being Church-
Members they have a Right to Bapti(m,
which' is.appointed by Chrilt to be ‘the
Standing Ordinance for folemn Admitfion
Into the vifible Church. So that when.
they are in our Catechifm faid to be
wade: Members of Chrift in their Baptifm,
the: Meaning . only is, that niow. they:
arcowned and publickly acknowledged
to bé fuch by their (olemn Admifhion in-:
fo thie Society of Chriftians. They are’
Chriftians wati, born Chriftians by the
Covénant; Chriftianity is their Birth-
right, and their Native Privilege.. That's
the firft Argument. . o

. Secondly, The Second Argumentto prove
lifumt Baptife may be formed thus 5 In<
fants.are Chrift’s Difciples, and therefore
they ought to be baptized. That Chrift's

Difciples ought to be baptized, I fuppofe .

none will deny : But that Infants are
Chrift’s Difciples, is moft evident from the
exprefs Words of Stripture. Sée 4iFr 13. 5.
where it is'{aid, there arofe a great Con~
trover(y in the Church, becaufe, that
eertain  erroneous Brethren, fome con-
verted: Pharifees, perfwaded them that it

was {till needful to continue the Cuftom

of cireumciing their Children. To de-
dde this, a Council of the Apoftles and
Elders affembled together ; and in Per. 10,
N H . we

-9
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we have their definitive Sentence agaiaft
the Neceflity of Circumfion; Wy tempt y&
God to pat. a Yoke upomw the Neck of the Difs
ciples, -which neither owr - Fathers, wor we,
were ubls .to bear ¢ Now on whom would
thefe Pharifees have laid this Yoke? Wds
it not- on ‘the Diftciples > And what was
this Yoke ? Was jt not Circumcifion ? And
who were they whom they would have
to be circumcifed ? Doubtlefs, all the
Gentiles, who believéd in Jefus Chrift;
both Men and Children ; and in follows
ing Ages, efpecially if not only Children
were ito have been’ circuicifed, if this
erroneous Dotrine had prevailed. Well
then, they: whom thefe Falfe Teachers
would have to be circumcifed, were Dif-
ciples: But it is plain, that they would

- impofe this, not only upon adult Perfons,

but Children ; for that they required
they fhould be circumcifed according tq

- the. Law of Mofes, as Verfe 1. Now, ac- -

cording to the Law aind Manner of Mofés,
all Children, whether of Native Jews or
Profelytes, ought ‘to. be circumcifed the
Eighth Day. And this, faith the Holy
Synod of the Apoftles, is a Yoke, that

~ mesther they, nor their Fore-fathers, were able

0 bear. Not that Circumcifion io:felf;
although a painful, was yet an intolérable

_ Ritey but.only as it was a Sign and Seal

enga-
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eagaging them to keep the whole Law of
Mofes, which was this pinching Yoke, and
this infupportable Burden, that the Apo-
ftolical Council decreed fhould not be
put upon the Difciples : And therefore,
cither Infants are Difciples, or notwith+
ftanding this Decree they may fiill res
ceive Gircumcifion as an Engagement

to the. Obfervation of the Mofaical

Law.

 Thirdly, Another Argument may be
drawn from the Text ; He loved the Charch,
wnd gave bimfelf for it, that he might faniify

and cleanfe . it with ihe Wafbing of Water,

From whence I thus argue: Thofe for
whom Chrilt gave himfelf that they
might be faved, thofe he doth likewi

intend to bring to Salvation by fan&ify- -

ir;_g and cleanfing them with the Wathing
of Baptifmal Water 3 but he gave himfelf
likewife for Infants, that they might be

faved ; for he exprefly tells us, that of

Juch is the Kingdom of Heavern, not only
of their Conditions, but of their Condi-
tion 5 and therefore Infants are ordina.

rily to be cleanfed with the Wathing of

Water in Baptifm. I.do not fay, that
none can or fhall be {aved without Bap-
tifm 5 that were too unchatitable an Opi-.
nionand Doom upon thofe who are inevi.
tably deprived of this Holy Inﬁimtigg.
LT S ut

) |
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"But tfiis T fay, that Bapti(m is the ordi-
n’arg Means appointed by God for' the
fanlifying and cleanfing of thofe for
whom: Chrift gave himfeﬁ to bring them
to Salvation. ~ And though:the Children
thall not be damned for Want of: Bap-

- tifm, ‘et (as King Fumes- faid) 1 doubt

whether the Parésts (of - them may not;
for theis Neglect and Contempt of . =

Many other Arguments might be-pro-
duced, but thefe may fuffice in a Place .

- where: this great Do&rine need not:be la-

bortoufly proved, efpecially being fuch
as cannot be fufficiently anfwered. - -
Let us therefore, in the next Place, take
into Confideration fome of the moft prin-
cipal Objections that are made againft In-
fant Baptifm, which I would not mention
in ‘a Place where this Prattice is not con-
tradi¢ted, but that I know the Evidence
for it is:abundantly fuperiour to the Ca-

‘vils againft it, and that you may be for-

tified againft the Fallacies of Deceivers.
hereafter : For in thefe broken and divi-
ded Times, when the Whimfies of Men,
‘and their confident Fancies, have {o far
prevailed againft the Unity of the Church,
God knows what they may next attempty
and plentiful Experience hath thewn,that
Anabaptifm ufually follows Separation,

e
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- lt.is obje@ed," '1." That.Infants -are
not capable of the Ends of Bapti{fm, and
therefore ought not to be baptized.  The
End of Bapti{fm is to fignific to the Re-
ceiver of'it, . the Wafhing away-of Sin by the
Blood of Fefus Chrift. But Infants, not ha-
ving the Ufe of Reafon, cannot poflibly
comprehend this Significancy : Andtheres
fore, it being  to.them an infignificant
Thing, ‘it cannot be the Ordinance of
%hri&At,ha; it {hould be adminiftred to
them, . - e
. To'this I anfwer ;. That altho’ Infants
are-not, as {uch, capable of all the Ends
for which Bapti{m- was ordained, yet it
doth not, thence-follow, that it is infig-
nificant,. and. therefore unaeceffary, or un-
lawful to baptize them. . -~

- For, Firfs, Baptifm may be ‘alémfit;jtﬁréc:!

to thofe. who are capable of fome of the

Ends .of . it, though they are pot of all.

“Tis true, one great End of Baptifm is to
be a.Sign of the wafhing away of Sin, and

cleanfing the Soul ; and why. may not
“this be God’s Sign - towards Infants, tho’
it cannot be thejrs, towards him ? Cer-

tainly the Sacraments.are inftituted to be

the Signs of God'’s Faxpur to his Children,

as wel] as Pledges of their Sexvice to him.

Again, we find thatour Lord. Jefus Chrift

bimfelf was baptized by Jobn, whoe Bap-

T 3 tifm

13
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tifin was the Baptifmof Repentance 5 and
yet our Saviour-had no Sin to be reperit-
ed of, no Filth to be wafhed away. By
which Inftarice alone it is fufficiently clear

‘that an Incapacity for fome Endsof an

Ordinance, where there is a Capatity for
others, doth not exclude from a’Right
of partaking of it. . | '
‘lgor,-_'Secmdl;, Another great End of
the Inftitution of Baptifm was to be God's.
Seal to the Covenant of his Grace. Now as
a Man may feal 4 Deed of Gift to an Ins
fant, which fhall be valid, though he uns
derftand it not, fo God may, and doth

-feal the Promifes of his Covenant to In-
fants ; and ‘yet their Inicapacity of know-

ing it doth not thake the Truth and Pro-
mife of God of none Effe¢t. -~
Thirdly, Though Infants cannot per-
ceive the Significancy "of‘]Bs:ip ifm, yet this
«can be'no Reafon to exclude them from
it : For I fuppofe it will be granted, that
Circumcifion was fignificint, being a Sa-
crament as well as Baptifmi. And yet we
read and know, thac Circumcifion was
inftituted for Infants who were altoge-
ther as uncapable of underftanding the
Nature and End of that Ordinance, as

-our Children are of Baptifm. I there-

fore Circumcifion were not an idlé infig-
nificant Ceremony to the Fewifh Child;cn‘.
which
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which is Bhfphen&'to affert, no ‘more
is Bapti{m to the Children of Chriftians,

1%

tho’ they cannot. anderftandingly reflett

gpon the Significancy of it. . -

;l;)-ol;ut, Foxrthly, Though at prefent In-
fants cannot underftand the Significanc
of Baptifm, yet this Sign may be ez
fetual- and operative when ‘they are

grown .up -to the Ufe of Reafon, and they

may then be taught -(as it is the Duty of
all Parents to inftru& their Children)
what an early Covenant God entered in-
towith them, and.they with God. -Cer-
tmigly: it is of fome avail fo have a
€hikd’s Na,me,;fmt' into a Leafe or.Deed of
Gifs, th for the. prefent ‘he:under-
fiaid, not the Ufe of it. It may after-
wards be of as much Value to him as &l
his Eftate and Livelihood is worth. - The
Covenant of Grace is a Deed of ‘Gift made
to as. by Chrift, wherein he promifeth to
beftow upon s eternal Life andHappinefs.
Now as it would be abfurd to fay, that a
Child’s Name ought not to be put into
ay: L ,- of Deed, ’till he come of
#ge to underftand it ; {o alikeabfurd, and
far moré injurious is‘it, to feaye out our
Children from this Heavenly Legacy that.
€hrilt hath left his Church ¢ which, tho’
for the prefent they do ' not underftand,
'yet may it be-of -infinite Ufe to.them af-
v 4 - terwards
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terwards  wheti they: are grown up fo:
Years of Difcretion, and they may ftrongs:
ly plead it with God with good ‘Succefs. :
2. Another main Obje&ion againft. In-;

; {mt Buaprifm is, That neither Chrift nor

is Apoftles, have any where commanded:
Infants to be baptized: - Now it might

- feem -ftrange that a Matter of fuch Con-

fequence fhould be omitted in the Scrip-

“tyre, if it'were a neceflary Duty.

To this F anfwer, Firft, The Scripture

* commands ‘whatfoever may be deduced

from jt by. good and’ neceffary Confes
quence; .Now .it is- plain in Scripture,
that Infants _are Difciples 5 again, it is
ﬂain'in Scripture, that Difciples ought to
e baptized.- It is plain in Scripture, that

-Infants ‘are. Members of the Church g

"' again, it is plain in Scripture, that the

Membetsof the Chuich. ought to be fo-
Jemnly admitted into it by Baptifm. And
this iis plain -Scriprure-Proof, fuppofing
that' the Scriptures were' written, for Men
who haveReafonto deduce Confequences

“from, Promifés.. For it is.a known. anda

‘certain Rule, . That whatfoever is.drawa
fram; Scripture by - truc-anil folid Reafom,

.18 Scripture. :

Secomdly; 1 anfwer, That it liesupon them,
to thew where Clirift hath excluded In-

fants; not upon us to fhew where they

A are
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tre ‘exprefly admiisted - - The - Redfor of
it is, becaufe it is cleir; ‘that Infams were
once admitted to be Mémbers of the vi-
fible Church by Grruarifion. Now if
Chrift Bath repealed{uch a Privilege as
this;: Jet them firft produce this Repeatin
A&, which théy cati‘never do:' An
next, let them f{liew whit greater and
better Privitege Chrift hath beftowed on
Infants ‘inftesd of i€, ot clfe they will
make hiah to be derws. Dens: Infawaie ¢ and
that our Children, under the Gofpel, are
in a far worfe Eftate than the Jews Chil-
dren‘urider thé Law.: -~ = .. .o o
Thirdly, It is cettain, that the Apos
fties: kuew nothing of the Repeal® of this
Privdlege: They could) not think  thad
Chrift ‘had eéxcluded Irifants from being
any longer of his Church, when' they
thought themfelves bound to oblerve the
Fewifh Cuftoms, and to-continue all the

Obfervanves of the FJewih Chureh 3 yea,

and that after they had baptized mamy
Thoufand PeoBlc,. T
" Yea again, Fonrthly, We find thatthofe
of - the Fews, who'believed on Chrift,

were yot very much etfénded at the Nega'

k@ of Citcunicifion. -'This is clear from
that Speech of the Fewifp Chriftians -to
St Pad, At#s av. 20, 21. They 'faid nnto
&, Thou feeft, Brother, how many Thows
e C Jands

717
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ands of Jews there are whichbelieve, and they
{re dlgezlam_ of the Law : And they are in-
formed of thee, that thou teacheft all the Fews
which are among the Gentiles , to forfake Mofes,
Saying that they ought not to circameifetbeir Chil-
dren. To remove which Prejudice, he him.
felf obfexved the Rites of Purificition, pre-
fcribed by the Law of Mofes, and upon the
fame Mifprifion had before circamcifed 73-
mothy,as we find it, A%s 16. 3. So'that cer-
tainly St. Pasl thought not any Privileges
of the Fewifp Church to be repealed by
their becoming Chriftians, but that they
might, according to the Law of Mofes,
cirenmcife ‘their Infants, as being Mem-
bers of the Church; and therefore they
oughtto baptize them, this being as much
required by the Gofpel, as the¢ other was
by the Law. Thefe Things therefore be-

~ ing well confiderd, we may fee Reafon

and ‘Authority enough to continue our
Prattice of baptizing Infants, unlefs they
can bring fome Place of Scripture that
doth exclude them from this Ordinance.

. . Butther again they obje&, Thirdly, That

_fuch a Place they can, and do g;oduoe;

and that ‘is, Matth, 28. 19. where our
Saviour gives Commiffion to his Difciples,
To ge teach all Nations, baptizing theme.

“Here it is clearly exprefs'd, that they are

firlt to -be taught before they are to be
. | \ ~ bap-
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baptized s and confequently Infarits,whio
até intapable of beitigtaught, are thereby
réridred incapable of %eihg baptized.

- For Abfwer to thi§, you muft confider;
Firf, That there i a vaft Differehce be:
tween a Church in its firft Iriftiemtion,
and a CHurch in its Progrefs ai
nuatich. The Apoftles, who
this Cominiffion. immediately
Moutlt of Chrilt himfelf, we
frame a Churth out of the Heathe
who had never known the True
beard of the Name of - Chrift ]
thereforé were to be inftru@ed i

@rine before be be
his Name. Ie rdnge
rous Courle, i up to
the Ufe of Re: be baj
to the Profeffion ot Cnrift, bel
they had heard who this Chrift -

what was that Belief into wh

were baptized. Bat. when ot

were thus taught and baptized, i

than barely conje&tural, that the!

were mdde Partakers of the {a

nance, from this, that fome w
ilies are faid to have been baptiZed 5
wherein they malt be unreafonably bdlc;
who will deny thete were dny Infants;
or Children, as unicapablé tb. receive the
Knowledge of fo high a Myftery, as In4
" ‘ €1 fant$

15
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. :T‘be wriﬂe_ Of M
fants-are. But now we are not to

the Foundations of a new Church, but to '
biild upon-the old. : Indeed, were we to

~convert an- Infidel, Reafon and. Religion

would fhew, that we (hould inftru him.
before we baptize him: - But the Chil-
dren. of ‘Believing. Parents are Membérs.
of .the Church of -Chrilt by their Birth~

right 5 and therefose have a Right to Bap-

tddm- fong . before they have a Capacity
for Inflruttion. . So faith the..Apeftle,

" 1Cor. 7. 14, That the Children of: a belic- .

ving: Parent are boly. . Now to be Holy,
fignifigs.to be feparated unto God ; and
cettainly if. they. be-feparated. to God: irx
their -State and :Condition, they ought
to be folemnly dedicated unto him in the

. Ordinance of Bapti{th : For thgy ere not

#uwclean, 1. €. they.are not in the fame
State with the Children of Heathens and
Ipfidels:: Bus they are Holy, aad there-
foreiMembers of the. Church (unlefs.we
would ‘#magine 2 Generation . of Holy
Perfons without the Church) 3 and:these-
fore are. they capable of being' baptized-
before: they “are. capable of -bsing inv.
firo@ed. " e
* Secondly, Confider if our Saviour had:
fent his Difciples.to-convert the Gentiles
to'the Law of - Mofes, what other VWords.
could. he have:ufed to them, b;_xtymala;
' I a



the Two Sacraments.

d Nations, circumeifing them. 1f theréfore
fuch Words would not imply, but that
the Infants of profelyted Heathens ought
tohave been circumcifed before they were
and inftructed in the Law of® Mofés,
re do our Saviour’s Words imply,
he Infants of Believing Gentiles
not to be baptized before they are
red in-the Faith of Chrift : For if
.. had ufed fuch Words, none would
bave imaginad that the Infants of profe-
lyted Gentiles were to be excluded by
tzcm from Circumcifion : And therefore

21

geither can there be :any Reafon to ima-

gine, from the Words as they lie, that
our-Saviour did intend by them to ex-
clg“de the Infants of Chriftians ftom Bap-

Agyin, Thirdly, We muft confider what
Apprehenfions the Apoftles, ‘€0 whom
our Saviour {peaks, had concerningthe
~ Church Eftate of Infents in theif Time.

Did they not look upon them as Mem-

bers of the Church then ? It is plainthat

they did, fince they were all circumcifed.
And can we with Reafon think; thate
when our Saviour bade them gather whole
Nations into his Church, they fhould
imagime  that Infants mult now be exs
cluded out of it by-a new Exaniple;, fince
they. were all included in:the Chuich

~ C3 under
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under the Difpénfation which was in ufe
among them ? This is highly improbable.
And therefore ‘we ‘have all Reafon to
conclude, that Wwhen' our Saviour bids
them teach and baptize, thicy underftood
no othet, but that they were to bring the
Gentiles into the fame State of a Church
in which the Fews were before, that they
might enjoy the fame anxleﬁs orgreaters
the Adult to be taught and baptized, the
Infants of thefe to hecome’ Church-Mem~
_bers upon the Faith and Proféffion- of
their Parents'; jaft as it was before in the
Cafe of Profelytes : And this very Senfe
thc Word wdnrderi doth well bear, for
it fignifies to make Difciples, as well as to
teachs and, as'T have before proved, that
Cluldren are Difciples, fo it is clear that
our Saviour himf{elf chofe Difciples be-
fore he bad taught them, and that Scho-
Jars are admjtted, not becauﬁ: they bave
learned, but that they may learn.. And
thms in Anfwer to that Objetion: '

Fourtbly, 1t may be again_obje&ed,
That Baptim is-an engaging Sign : But
bow aan Infants ‘covenant and engage
thh God ? :

" Tothis I anfwer, :rjl That certannly
our Children are as miich capacitated to
énter into Covenant-with God, as were
thie Children of :the Fews§ and ‘that Cir-
“‘l\v“—l‘t'.i e \v" ~i'v; 4. cumclﬁon
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timcifion was as much an engaging
Sea] of the Covenant as now Baptifm is.
If therefore they condemn Infant Bap-
tilm, ‘becaufe Infants cannot enter into
Covenant with God; they do but there-
by pretend to be wifer than God, and

tell him he may poffibly be a Lofer by

tranfa&ing with thofe, who perhapshere-
after may plead Nonage, and that they
could not be obliged by anyThing tranf-
acted in their Minority. S

But, Secondly, 1 an{wer, It is true that’

Baptifm is an engaging Sign between God
and the Baptized, whereby they enter in-
to Covenant with God, and He with
them : But though they cannot perfo-
nally vow nor ftipulate, yet they may
‘have Sponfors and Sureties to undertake
‘this for them. For Parents, and thofe
‘who are appointed by Parents, have cer-
tainly a Right to bind and engage Chil-
dren in this Baptifmal Covenant. It is
. but a natural Right they have over them
to bind them to the Terms of any Cove-
‘nant and Agreement, efpecially fuch as
fhall be for their Benefit and Advantage.
I fhewed you before out of Dewt. 29. 10,
‘11, 12, 13. that they were to enter their
-Children into Covenant as well as them-
felves. And though it be the Cultom of
‘our Church for thofe who are not the Pa-
, o Ca rents

a3
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rents to.gngage for the-Child, . yet theis
Stipulation 1s in this Cafe valid-and ob~
ligatory 3 becaufe they: are hezennto ap-
pointed by their Parents, who, have a na-

3

- tural Right aver theirChildren, and make

- thefe their Reprefentatives., - 4

~ mile more than they can p

'~ But fome will fay, and it is comaonly
objeéted, but net. mare commonty, than
very ignprantly, that thefe;l((egi,e,s -pror
CX 3 form They
promife, that the Child pre(ented to: Bap-
tilm fhall ‘;{/ar/ake, the Devil awd dll bis
Works, and renonnce the Pomps -and Vawities
p&tbi{ World, and continue Chrift's faithful
Soldier qnd Servant ynto its Life's End, But
this is not in. thejr, Power to effect. :
. To_this I anfwer, Jt.is not they that
promife thefe Things for themfelves, nei-
ther indeed do .they .promile that the

_ Child fhall do them; but it is. the Child

that promifeth thefe Things by them. It
Is pot their Duty, by Vertue -of that Pro-
mife, but his. Indeed, they ought to .
‘contribute thejr heft Help and- Afhtance

hereunto, and that is .all that is incam-

. bent on them: Which, if they have done,

and the Child prove notoripnfly wicked,
they have not thereby broken any Cove-
nant, but only he himfelf 3 for in eos

- teying into thefe HOIK Engagements they
it

¢ Infant, and thewr

‘borg the Perfon of
s Stipulation
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Sipulation is legaly his ¢ - So that

leave ‘him obliged td perfosm whae inﬂ’l:i};
Name is promifed ; which, if he per-
forms, eternal Life. will be his Reward
if not, cternal Death. They lay this En~
gagement npon - the Child (as -Parents,

and thofe deputed by Parents, fay do) -
leaving it to him to fulfill the Covenant,

or to tranfgre(s it at” his' own Peril.
.- And thys, Lhope, I have, to alf fober
and rational Perfons, made it fufficiently
clear, that Infent Baptifm is lawfully ufed
in the Church of Chrift s and that thofe
Things which are obje&ted againtt it, are
but of {mall Moment, being- grounded
either upon Miftakes or Falfboods.
Thirdly, Let us therefore praceed to the
Third General propounded, which was to
fhew you the various Ends and Ufes of
Baptifm. Its.Ufe:is Threefold :
. Firf}, It.is a {olemn Way of entering
into the Fellow(hip of the Church : For
whofGever are¢ Partakers of it are recko-
ned vifible Members of the Church, and
have.an Intereft in all. the Prayers of
the Saints for their Brethren on Earth.
And thiis ought, by every fober Chriftian,
to. be efteemed a great Benefit, that his
‘Children, by their being baptized, are
wrapt up in-the Prayers of ‘al] the Saints
;hroughout the World, and fo daily pre-
’ fented

23
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fented to God, tho' to them unknown.
Baptifm is the folemn enrolling ouxr
Names in the Regifter-Book of the Church
vifible, where we ftand lifted under Chrift
the Captain of our Salvation 5 engaging our.
felves tomaintain a trucelefs War againft

all the Enemies of his Glory and our

- Happinefs.

Secondly, Another Ufe of this Ordinance
is to be a Seal added by God to confirm
to us the Fidelity of his Covenant of
Grace 3 that as Circumcifion was a Seal of
the Covenant to the Fews, {o Baptifm -is
to Chriftians : For in this Holy Inftitution
God gives us a vifible Sign and Pledge of
the Truth of his Promife, that he will
as certainly fave us if we believe, as onr
Bodies have been fprinkled with Baptif-
'mal Water. ' '

Thirdly, Another Ufe of it is to be a
Sign and a Reprefentation. And thus it
reprefents divers Things.

- Firf, The Original Filthand Pollution
of our Natures ; for Wathing doth denote
Defilement. We all came into the World
with fowl and unclean Natures, the Sinks
of all Manner of Filth and Pollution.
Parents convey a fad and neceflary Pa-
trimony of Original Sin unto all their
Pofterity 5 yea, tho’ they themfelves be
fan(tified and cleanfed, yet. their Offspring
T is
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is born.with this Native Taint, as a cir-
camcifed Father begat an uacircumcifed
Son;, and as pure Grain fownin the.Earth
produceth Grain wrapt up in Husks and
Chaff. And therefore, as they fhould re-
joice that God hath given them to fee of
the Fruit of their Bodies, fo they fhould
mourn to think that they have brought
into the World a Creature defpoil'd of
the Image of God, and thereby wofully
inclined to all Manner of Vice and Wick-

’

Hell.

Secondly, It fignifies to us the parify-
ing and cleanfing Virtue of the Blm
- Chrift, which is: reprefented unto ns by
the Baptifinal Water :. For as that clean-
feth the Body, fo theSprinkling of the Blood
of Chrift cleanfeth from all Sin, 1 John . 7.

and purgeth the Confcience from dead Works,

Hebr. ¢. 14. S
. - Thirdly, It fignifies to-us the Nature of

fan&ifying and rehewin%g‘riacczg which, -

as Water wathes away ly. Filth, - fo,
this doth the Defilethents, the Vices,:and
evil Habits of the Soul. : And ' therefore
San&ification is cften fet forth by the Si-
militude of Wathing. Ifaieh 1.16,17. Wafh
e, make you clean, ceafe to do Evil, learn to

do Well.  And, Ezek. 36. 25. Thenwill T

Jprinkle dlean Water upan you, and. yor /bgﬁx

RA

ednefs 5 « Child of Wrath, and am Heir of -
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ke cleaw frow all your Filthimfi. And thus
iin many: other Places. S
. Now,: tho’ thefe Significations cannot
be of Ufe for the:prelent to the. Iofant,
becrafe it wants the Ufe:of Reafon to re-
fle€t upon them, yet they may have very
great’ Influence - hexeifter, when. he..is
grown: up to more. mature Age : Yea, and
"to us ‘who are.prefent,: and Spe&ators: of
this Holy Qrdinance, the' very Sight of
the Satramental:A&ion (hould lively fug-
geft.to our Minds thefe Spiritual Things
that are fignified thereby, how that wew
W,’»zeen'baptized into Chrift were bwried
with hins by Baptifm 3 that like as Chrift
vav'miﬁiivﬁmn Death,. fo we dalfo - fhoxld
walk in Newnefs of Life, as the -Apoftle
fpeaks, Rem. 6. 3, 4. - S
. .Let us not therefore entertain any.{light
Thoughts .of this great and holy Ordi-
nance. Indeed, ’tis too feldom that we
ferioufly confider what an obliging Co-
venant we have entred. into in our Bap-
tifm 3 but, as if all.the Promifes of for-
faking the Devil and his Works, of re-
noancing the Inticements of our own
Lufts, and the Allusements of the World,
were all written onl the Water that {prink-
led us, and wiped off together with it,
we have lived not only carelefs of, bue

~ even contrary to our Bapti{mal Vows and

v - En-
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Engagement. And to’ conclide. this,
whenfoever we attend this Holy Ordi~
nance, the Adminiftration of this Sa-
crament, we otght to' rerew our Cove-
nant with God ; and again, to give up
our felves unto him: with more wncHn-
querable Refolutions .of béing his, .and
wholly devoted to his Service, than for-
merly. - So that though the Seal benot
applied to us, yet to us may be confirm-
ed the Benefits of the Covenant by Ver+
tue of that Seal, which in our Infancy
was applied to our Body, and is now,
by our Faith, applied to our Souls.. -

- Having thns at large confirmed to yoti -

the Lawfulnefs of Infant Baptifme, and re~

)

moved thofe Prejudices and Cavils that |

lay againft it; I fhall now return more
narrowly ‘to confider the Text, wherein
we ‘have {as 1 formerly told you) two
Propofitions : The One is, That the End
of . €h¥ift’s giving himfelf for the Charch,
was 20 fanttify and cleanfe it. And, Se-
comdly, That the Means to fan&ify and
deanfe the Church, is by the Wafbing of
the Water and the Word, P

" It is the latter of thefe I fhall infitt on.
Wherein Two Things only require.a brief
Explication: : ot
P L

 Frf,
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- Firft, What is meant by the Wafbing
: Seco"ml@ What by she erd}

| Aﬁ'to thc B, Wafbing of; : Wdter‘, may
be underftood either literally or allu- .
fively. If we take. it literally, fo it fig=
nifies Bdpti{m 5 and the Meaning is plain--
ly, that we are fandified and cleanfed by
- If wé take it allufively, fo this' Wafbind
of Water denotes to s the Manner of the

. Spirits fan&ifying and cleanfing tBeSoul 5

for as Water clearifeth the Filth of the
Body, {0 doth the Power of Divine Grace
purify the Soul from its vicious Filth and"
Pollutions: But certainly, the literal Senfe
is here the beft3 nor ought we to depart
from it ,in any Text of Scripture,without
apparent Reafon and cogeént Neceffity.
For here are Two Means of our San&tifica-.
tion nientioned, Water, and the Word-:

And to make both thele efféttual, the in=

ward Influence of the Holy Ghoft muft
concur, without which they will never
attain their End. ' g

" 1ff. By'the Word, may be underftood
Two Things : Either the very Wordd
vfed inthe Form of Baptizing, and pres
fcribed by our Saviour,Matth, 2-8.39.wliehr:

oo 5
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he commvands his Apoftie to baptize #n the

Narme of the Father, and of the Som, and of

the Holy Ghoft. So that, according to this, .

the Meaning of the Apoftle is, that the
Wathing of Baptifm, joined with the
Words of Inftitution, is the Means ap-
pointed by Chrift for the fantifying and
cleanfing of his Church. And indeed,
towards Infants there is no other Means
appointed, nor-are they capable of any
other Ordinance,

Or, 2dly. By the Werd here is meant,
the Preaching of the whole Word and
Will of God : And this I judge moft
probable ; for {o the Senfe runs plain,that
the Two great Means which Chrift hath
appointed for the fan&ifying of his
Church, are the Adminiftration of the
Sacrament, and preaching of the Gofpel.

Concerning the Influence that the
Words hath in our San&tification, I (hall
not now fpeak. ‘Tis the Seed by which
we are , 1 Pet. 1.23. Born not of
corrupti but incorrnptible by the Word
¢f God. ’Tis the Milk by which we are
nourith'd, 1 Pet. 2. 2. Defire the fincere
Milk of the Word,that ye may grow thereby :
"Tis the Principle of our Spiritual Being,
and ’tis the Spiritual Food of our Souls,
an cffeGual Inftrument in the Hand of

31

the Holy Ghoft, both to beget, and to °

increafe
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increafe Grace ivi us ¢, Antd therefore our
Saviour prg;:!r, Jobn v7.19. Saniiify theme
through thy Trsnh 5 thy Werd is Truth:

: But the Subject wl{icli ‘[ now intehd to.-
profecute; is concering Ba(‘;’;tifm, and:that”
this Ordinance is appointed by Ghrift for
our Satn@ificatidn, i o

And Lere obferve, that to be fun&i-
fied imports, in the proper Sigdification
of it, ho other than to be appoirited, fe-
parated, or dedicated to God. And there--
fore, ift’ Scripture, whatfoevet is Tet apare
for the Ufe and Setvice of God, whéther
Perfons, or Places, ion'Things, they ars
faid to be holy, or to:be’ farn&iffed ‘to-
the -Lord. -S6 :the -Firft-born are faid-

f to beifaniified to, the Lord, Bxod: ¥3. 5.
And Aaron, and his Sons,-to be confecrared, -

- and fanitified to minifter’ anto the: Lord,
Ex6d.-48. 41. 'And {6 for Places, Mofes
wascommanded to fan®ify the Mountain
Sinai, that s, to make it Holy, by fetting
1t apart only for' God’s’Appedrance on e,
and that the People might not comeé near:
to touch’it, Exod. 19. 33. TFhus the Ta--
bernacle, and afterwards the Temple, are
faid to be fand&tified, Namb. 7. 1. for be-
ing fet ‘apart only for the Worflfip) and
Service of God, they were theteby made
relatively Holy. So ‘We read, that the
Ground on which Msfés ftood is: by :Ged

him-
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himfelf called Holy, Exod. 3. 5. And
Mount Tabor, on which our Saviour was
glorioufly transfigured, is by the Apoftle
called the Holy Mount, 2 Pet. 1. 18. Be-
aufe’ of the Special Appearance ‘of God
in thofe Places, which did then hallow
ind confecrate them. And then as for
Things, a Man is faid to fantify bis Honfe
to be boly anto the Lovd, Levit. 27. 14. and
i finltify bis Field, Ver. 16. when the
Rent of the one, and the Profits of the
other weré devoted unto God, for the
Maintenance of his $ervice and Servants.
And fo in innumerable other Places, the
Word Senddify is thus ufed, and the im-
port of it is ho other, than to fignify the
Dedication of a Perfon, Thing, Place or
Timeunto God.

Now there are Two Ways of Dedica-
tion utito God, whereby his Title takes
lg!ace, and what is {o devoted, becomes

i . | ,

The One extdrnal by Men, as in the
InfRances before cited 5 whereby there was
-no Change at all wrought in the Nature
of the Thing thus. dedicated, but only
3 Change in the Relation and Proprie
of itt As in a Field devoted to God,
there was rio other Change but only
in relation to the Owner 5 God himfelf
becoming the Proprietor, and rcceivirlxlg

. the
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the Increafe of it by his immediate Ser-
vants and Minifters. Aud thus the Piety
of our Anceftors hath fan&ified the Tenth
Part of the Increafe of the Land unto

God for the Maintenance of his Wor-
{hip. : l
: 'Fl)‘he other Dedication is internal; and
wrought by God himfelf... And thus he
is faid to feparate or dedicate Perfons
to himfelf, when by the effeCual Ope-
ration of the Holy Ghoft upon them, he
endows them with thofe Habits which
enable them to do him. Service. Not to
heap up many Places we have both of
thefe, Adfs 13. 2. Separate now uuto mie
Barnabas and Saul, for the Work sherennto
I have called them. - Here is their external
Separation : They were to be dedicated,
1o be fandified, or. made holy Perfoas by
the Church. Separate unto me 5 that is,
fet thefe Men apart, and appoint them by
a folemn Miffion for my Work and Ser-
vice in the Miniltry. Here is likewife
their internal Dedijcation, whereby God
had fet them apart for himfelf by the
Gifts and Graces of his Spirit wrought in

them : Separate them to the Work whereusto -
1 have called them, 1. e. whereunto 1 have

inwardly both inclined, and fitted, and
furnith’d them. . - o

Now
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Now as there is this twofold Dedica-

tion or Separation, fo there is alfo a two-

fold Santtification. - \ ,

FEirft, There is an External, Relative, or
Ecclefiaftical Sanification, which is no-
thing elfe but the devoting or giving up
of a Thing, or Perfon, unto God, by
thofe who have a Power fo to do. '

Secordly, There is an Internal, Real and
Spiritual San&ification : And in' this Senfe
a Man is faid to be fan&ified, when the
Holy Ghoft doth infufe into his Soul the
Habits of Divine Grace, and makes him
Partaker of the Divine Nature, whereby
he is inwardly qualified to glorify God

in an holy Life. I fuppofe by £his which

hath been faid, the meanelt Capacity may
well ‘apprehend the Difference between
thefe Two Kinds of. Sanification or Se-
paration unto God. . ‘
Now in applying this Diftin&tion to
Baptifin, and to thew you how it is that
Baptifm doth fandify, I fhall lay down
thefe following Propofitions. ’
Firf2, ‘Baptifm is the immediate Means

of our external and relative San&ification -

unto God. By this Holy Sacrament, all
that are Partakers of it are dedicated and
feparated unto him. There are (if I may
fo exprefs it) but Two Regiments of Men,

the one is of the World, the other is of

D2 the

3%
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“gion, without which there is no Salva-
tion attainable : So that they do vifibly

belong to the Church and Kingdom of
Satan, who are either trained !up in
Heathenith Idolatry, Mabometan Stupidity,

‘or Fewifp Obftinacy 5 or elfe thofe who

revolt from the Chriftian Profeflion to
embrace any of thefe. Thofe who are
of the World, but yet more invifibly,
are all fuch Perfons, who, though they
make a Profeffion of the Name and Do-
¢&rine of Chrift, yet through Hypocrify,
or other Sins, reje® that Chrift whom
they profefs, denying him in their Works

~whom they own in their Words, main-

taining- no vital nor {piritual Commu-
nion with him. :

- Fromthis Diftinction it follows, 12, That
all that are of the vifible Church of
Chrift Jefus, are taken out of the World ;
{o that it may truly be faid of them, that
they ‘are niot of the World. ' I cannot in-
deed. deny but that too many, yea, pof-
fibly the major part of the Church vifible

‘of Jefus Chrift, may ftill appertain in-
_vifibly to the Kingdom of the Devil,

which isthe World : And if any of thofe |
whe profefs the Name of Chrift, fall in-
to any publick and notorious Sin, they
ought to be cut off by the Cenfure of

of Excommunication; and ’till theysgiy;
) : ' .2 atii-
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Sitisfaion by Repentance, are to be re-
pated as Heathens and Publicans. But
yet this is certain, that ‘till Sentence pafs
upon them they are to be look’d upon as
Members of the vifible Church, and not
vifibly of the World : Yea farther, Ex-
commenication it felf doth not abfolute-
ly and fimply cut Men off from being
Members of the Church of Chrift. For
they who are under an Ordinance of the
Church for their Edification, are certain-
ly il Members of the Church. But as
thofe who are outlawed are debarr'd of
the Benefits and Privileges of the State in
which they live, and of which they are
Subjeéts ; fo Excommunication, being a
Spiritual Outlawry, deprives Perfons who

lye under it, of the Privileges of the .

Church, and renders them as uncapable
of the vifible Communion-of Chriftians,
3 if they did vifibly appertain to the
tsnaalignant Church and the Kingdom of
ar, | i .
Secondly, Henceit follows, that all thofe
who are Members of the vifible Church
may traly be called Saints, and Mem-
bers of Chrift, and the Children and
People of God; becaufe, by being ta-
ken into the Church, they are-taken out
of the World, ‘and fo become God’s Por-
tion, and the Lot of his Inheritance.
, - D4 . Dent.

39
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Dent: 32. 9. The Lord's Portion is bis Peo-
ple, Facob is the Lot of bis Inheritance. Not
that they are all fo in an Internal, Spi-
ritual, and Saving Manner 5 wauld to God -
they were, and thatall that are .oly;[ﬁwl were
Ifrael, as the Apoftle fpeaks, Reéor. 9. 6.
but only becaufe though many of them
are Hypocrites, and many more profane,
yet they may bear thefe Titles from the
external Relation wherein they now ftand
to Chrift, by making Profetlion of his
Name and Religion. I look upon the
Chriftian Church, now under the Times
of the Goffel, tobe in the fame Capacity,
and to ftand in the fame Relation tawards
God, as the Fewifp Church did under the
Law. But now clear it is, that in the
moft corrupt State of the Fewifs Church,
God ftill owned them for his People 5
Fer, 4 22. My People is fadlifs, they bhave
w0t kpown me. And, lfaseh 1. 3, 4. My
People doth net eonfider 5 ab- finful Nation,
a People laden with Iniquities, a Seed of Ewil
Doers: And yet notwithftanding thefe
great Comphaints of their univer{al Wick-
ednefs,as you find throughout that whale
Chapter, yet are they God's People
My People, and yet a People laden with

. Iniquity 5 My Childres, and yet a Sced of

- Evil Doers, Children thet ave Corrupters :

Yea, and in the New Teftament we find
: Sandti-
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Sndification and Holinels afcribed to
thofe who were never otherwife fanQi-
fied than by their external Separation
from the World, and Profeffion of the
Doctrine of Chrift. St. Pew! dire@s his
Epittle to the whole Church of Corinth as
to Saints s 1o thewr that are faniFified in
Chrift Fefus, amd called to b Saints, 1Cor.1.2.
and it was the common Beginning of all

41

his Epiftles : Yet were there fome in this

Church of Corinth that had not the Know-
ledge of God, that denied the Refurre-
&ion, -and were grofly guilty of foul
and flagitious Crimes, as he himf{elf wit-
nefleth " again(t them, and for which he
tharply reproves them in that Epiftle.
Saints they are called only becaufe the
were vifible Church-Members, and made
a Profeffion of the Chriftian Faith and
Name. |

Neither is it eafy to be conceived that

all thofe Saints, whofe Bowels Philemon

refrethed, whofe Feet the: Widows or
Deaconefles wathed, who had Share of
the Colle@ions and Contributions of the
Church, that they were all fuch as were
internally united unto Chrilt by a Sa-
¥ing Faith : Or, that when San! perfecu-
ted the Church, and fhut up the Saints
in Prifon, his Rage and Madnefs look'd
no farther how to find them out, than

’  merely
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‘merely by the Profeffion of the Name

of Jefus: For furely he had not then the
Gift of difcerning between fincere and
yotten Profeflors. Aé#s 26. 10. Many of
the Saints did I fbut wp in Prifon 5 and who
they were is clear: Alts 9. 2. All that were
of that Way, thatis, who profefled the
Name of Chrift Jefus. Some are faid to

'be redeemed, who yet certainly were

never better than Ecclefiaftical Saints, for
after it is fpoken of them, that they dewsed
the Lord who bought them, 2 Pet. 2. 1. And
fome are faid to be fan&ified, who yet
are fuppofed to fin unpardonably ; Hebr.
10. 29. accounting the Blood of the Cove-

" pant wherewith he was [andified an wnboly

- Thing. Thefe Places doirrefragably prove,

that in Scripture Language thofeare called
Saints, and fan&ified, who were Mem-
bers of the Church of Chrift, and there-
by federally or relatively holy. -
Again, they are called the Children of
God, and the Sons of God. So Gen. 6. 2. The
Sons of God faw the Daughters of Men i

.that is, they who were of the Church,

and made Profeffion of the true Service
and Worfhip of God, faw the Daughters
of thofe who were of the World pro-
fane and wicked Idolaters, by marrying
of whom they were alfo perverted and
drawn from the true Worfhip of God.

So
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So Dent. 14. 1.t is {poken to the Ifrae-
lites in general, Ye are the Children of the
Lord your God. And yet with many of
them, {aith the Apoftle, God was not well
pleafed, but flew them in the Wildernefs :
There were among them Murmurers,
Schifmaticks, and Rebels, and they were
an hard-hearted and a {tiff-neck’d People
under all the miraculous Difpenfations of
God towards them, as their Guide and
Governour Mofes often complains. And
the Apoftle St. Paxl, alluding to this Place
of Deuteronomy, tells the Galatians, Chap.
3. 26. Xz are all the Children of God by
Faith in Chrift Jefus: And yet the Herefy
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of holding the Neceflity of .Judaical Ob- .

fervations, wofully prevailed among them,
fo that they were generally infe&ted,
nay, bewitched with it: And yet an ex-
ternal Profeffion of the Nameand Dottrine
of Chrift, is, in the Apoftle’s Judgment,
fufficient to give them all the honourable
Stile of the Children of God. So again,
Rom. 9. 4. the Apoftle tells us, that to
the Ifraelites, as they were a Church, per-
tained the Adoption.. Now Adoption is
making Men Sons of God ; yet certainly
they did not all of them enjoy the hea-
venly and effetual Adoption, which
would bring them all to the heavenly
and glorious Inheritance : But-only they

were
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. were the Children of God, being fepara- -

ted from the World, and brought under
an Ecclefiaftical Oeconomy, and Difpen-
fation of Holy Ordinances.

. Again, to Zc Members of the Church
vifible, is fufficient to ftyle Men, Members
of Chrift : So our Saviour himfelf {peaks
of fome Branches in him that bear not
Frait, John 15. 2. And fo Rom. 11.17.

~ the Branches of the true Olive are faid to

have been broken off, and others ingraffed
in their {tead. Certainly this Viwe, and
this Olive, is Chriflts and thefe barren, and
therefore broken Branches are Mewbers
of bis Body; not indeed living Members
united unto him by the Band of a Saving
Faith, whereby they might draw Sap and
Nourifhment frony him, for fuch fhall
never be broken off, nor burnt 5 but yet
they are in Chrift," and belong unto
Chrift, as his Members by an Ecclefiaftical
or Political Infition, as they are Parts and
Members of the vifible Church.

And thus, I fupofe, I have made it
{ufficiently clear unto you, that all who
are taken out of the World into the vi-
fible Church of Chrift, may, according
tothe Phrafe and Expreffions of Scripture,
be called Saints, the Children and People
of God, and Members of Chrift.

But
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- But now, Thirdly, To bring this home
to our prefent Subje& of Baptifm, from
all this it evidently follows, that thofe
who are baptized, may in this Ecclefia-
ftical and Relative Senfe be truly called
Saints, the Children of God, and Members

of Chrift, and thereupon Inberitors of the -

King of Heeven. Doubtlefs, ; fo far
forth Baptifm is a Means of Sanlifica.
tion, as itis the.folemn Admiffion of Per.
fons into the vifible Church, as it fepa-
rates them from the World, and from all
falfe Religions in-it, and bringsthemout
of the vifible Kingdom of the Devil into
the vifible Kingdom of Jefus Chrift. For
if all that are admitted into the vifible
Charch, are thereby (as 1 have proved
to you) dignified with the Title of Saimts,
and the Children of God, then by Baptifm,
which is the folemn Way of admitting
them into the Church, they may, with very
good Reafon, be faid to be made Saimts,
the Children of God, and Members of Chrift.
Bat this isonly a Relasive Santity, nota
Real; and many fuch Saints and fanctified
Men there are who fhall never enter
into Heaven, but by their wicked Lives
forfeit and lofe that bleffed "Inheritance

to which they were called. Many there

are who are Saints by their Separation
from Paganifm and Judaifm into l‘ell&gw.—
; ip
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fhip with the vifible Church ; but they are
not Saints by their Separation from wick-
ed and ungodly Men into a Spiritual Fel-
lowfhip with Chrift. And yet to fuch
Saints as thefe, all the Ordinances of the
Church are due, ’till for their notorious

- Wickednefs they be cut off from that

Body, by the due Execution of the Sen-
tence of Excommunication. Such a Bap-
tifmal Regeneration as this is, muft needs
be acknowledged by all that will not wil-
fully fhut their Eyes againft the clear
Evidence of Scripture: From which I
have before brought plentiful Proofs to
confirm it © Yet let me add one more,
and that fhall be Gal. 3. 26. 27.” You are
all the Children of God by Faith in Chrift
Fefus, i. e. by believing 'and profefling

his Dolttine. For as many (laith the

Apoftle) as have been baptized into Chrift,
i. e. baptized into the Religion of Chrift,
and in his Name, bave pwt on Cbribﬂ,
i. e. have profefled him, and thereby
put upon your felves his Name, being
called Chriftians. And this putting on of
Chrift in Baptifm, the Apoftle makes a .
Ground to affert them to be all the Chil-
drén of God. But ftill it muft be remem-
bred, that this Sanification, Regeneration
and Adoption, conferr'd upon us at our
Admiffion into the vifible Church, is Ex-

ternal
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ternal and Ecclefiaftical : And though it
alone will fuffice to the Salvation of In-
fants, becaufe they are thereby as holy as
their State can make them capable of,
yet it will not fuffice to the Salvation of
grown and adult Perfons, if they con-
tradict it by the Courfe of a wicked Life.
For our Saviour hath told us, that 2he
Children of the Kingdom fhall themfelves,
many of them, be caft imo outer Dark-
#»efs, Matth. 8. r2.

And thus much for the firlt Pofition,
that Baptifm is a-Means of our external
and relative Sanification unto God,
becaufe by it we are feparated from the
vifible Kingdom of the Devil, and brought
into the vifible Kingdom of Chrift, and
are detvoted by Vow and Covenant unto
the Service of God. -

. Secondly, Another Pofition is this, That

Baptifmis not fo the Means of an internal
and real Sanification, as if all to whom
i¢ is adminiltred were thereby f{piritually
renewed, and made Partakers of the Holy
" Ghott in his faving Graces. Though an
External and Ecclefiaftical Sangtification
be effected by Baptifm Ex opere operato,
by the mere Adminiftration of that Holy
Sacrament, yet fo is not an internal and
habitual Sanétification : And that whether
we refpet adult Perfons, or Infants.

Firf,
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Eirf}, For adult Perfons, we have a fa-

smous and uncontroulable Inftance in the

Baptifm -of Simon Magws, who belicved
upon the preaching of the Gofpely fot fo
it is faid, ' 4#s 8. 13. and upot the Pro-
feffion of Faith in Jefus Chrift, was ad»
mitted to the Holy Ordinante of Bap-~

- tifms yet Verfe 23. St. Peter tells him,

that fe was fhill in the Gall of Bistetriefs,
and in the Bonds of Iniquity 5 in the fame
State of Sin and Mifery, and as nfuch a
Blackmare whett he ¢ame out of the
Laver, as he was before he entred into
it. And, , o T

: ‘Secaxd!;‘, For Infants, it is not cafy to
be conceived what inward Work can ia

- an ordinary Manner pafs upon them :

And to feign an extraordinary and mira-
culous Work there is ‘'né Neceflity, fince
their Salvation may be fafe without it
What the miraculous Grace of  God is
able to do, is not fit to be difputed.
But fusely we have very little Reafon to
think that there are any real Habits of {u.
natural Grace infufed into the Sotils of
Infants, fince neichet are they ardinarily
capable of it, nor of exerting any Spiri-

. wual A&ts by i, However, Baptifm was

* not inftitated to any foch Purpofe, that

it fhould be an Inftrament of working
a real Change opon Infants. For neither
3 can
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tan it work this Change by any immé-
diate and proper Efficiency, fince the
Wafhing of the Body cannot thus affett
the Soul, nor infufe any gracious Habits
into it which it felf hath not ; neither
tan it work morally, by way of Suafion
and Argument, becaufe Infants have not
the Ufe of Reafon to apprehend any fuch.
Again, if this Baptifmal Regentration bé
real, by the Infufiont of habitual Grace,
how comes it to pafs that thé greater Pare
of thofe who have received it, lead pro-
fane arid unholy Lives, and too too many
perith in their Sins ? They who have the
Seed-of God in them, fhall tiever fin unto

Deathy and the Perfeverancé of thofe who

are inwardly and effeGually fan&ified,
isfafe, and certain. For furely, true Grace
is faving, and true arid faving Grace is th¢
Effe& of our Ele@ion unto eternal Life,
for whom ke did predeftinate, them he alfo
taled, Rom. 8. 30. And therefore I judge
it unfound Do@rine to affirm, that Bap=
tifm doth confer real Sdn&ificationt uport

all Infants, as well as upon fome Adult

Perfons who are made Partakers of it.

But here thay fome fay, If Baptifm dotti
fiot confer a real and internal Regenera-
tion to Infants, who partake thereof, how
then is it that the Churcli hath appointed
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& Ptayer in the Office of Baptifm, whereirl
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we blefs God that it hath pleafed him to
. regenerate the baptized Infant with his
Holy Spirit ? g
To this I anfwer ; That the Baptif{mal
Regeneration of Infants, is External and
Ecclefiaftical : They are regenerated, as
they are incorporated into the Church of
Chrilt ; for this is called Regeneration,
Matth. 19. 28. Ye that have followed me. in
the Regeneration, [ball fit upontwelve Thrones,

- judging the twelve Tribes of lfracl. VVhere

Sthough fome read the Words otherwife,:
n the Regeneration ye fball fit upon twelve
Thrones 5 meaning thereby the Day of
Judgment, and the laft Renewing of all
Things)s; yet I fee no enforcing Neceflity
to alter the common and ufual Reading,
Xe who bave followed me in the Regeneration,
i e. in Planting my Church, which is the
Renewing of the World : And therefore
the Apoftle, 2 Cor. 5. 17. faying, that old
Things are pafs’d away, all Things are becowse
new, is thought tq allude unto the Pro-
phet Ifaiah 65. 17. Bebold, ] create nex
Heavens, and a new Earth, and the former
Jball not be remembred,  And this State of
the Gofpel was by the Fews frequently
called the World to come : And fo likewife
is it called by the Apoftle, Heb.2.5. Unte
the Angels hath ke not put in Subjection the
World to come, whereof we fpeak. To be

i admitted
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admitted therefore by Bapti{m idto the
Church of Chrift, is to be admitted into
the State of Regeneration, or the Renew-
ing of all Things, called therefore the Wafh-
ing of Regeneration, Tit. 3. 5.

Bat how then are Infants faid in Bap-
tifm, to be regenerated by the Holy Spirit,

if be doth not inwardly fan&ify them in

ind by that Ordinance ? : .
I anfwer 5 Becaufe the whole Oeco-

tomy, and Difpenfation of the Kingdom

of Chrift, is managed by the Spirit of
Chrift : So that thofe who are internally
fanltified, are regenerated by his effettual
Operation ; and thofe whio are only ex-
ternally fan&ified, are regenerated by his
pablick Inftitation. Infants therefore are
in Baptifm regenerated by the Holy Gholt,
becaufe the Holy Spirit of God appoints
this Ordinance to reeeive them into the
vible Church, which: is the regénerate
Part and State of the World. .
That’s the fecond Pofition, That: Bap-
tilm is not fo the Means of Santification,
that all, to whom it'is' adminifltred, muft
thereby be made Partakets of the Holy
Ghoft in his Saving Graces. . L
_ Thirdly, It is not fo the Means of San(ti«
fieation, as if none could be internally
id really fancified, ‘who are teceflarily
d¢prived . of that holy Ordinanice ¢ - Yea,
z . B2 indeed
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indeed ‘all that are converted from other
Religions unto Chriftianity, muft firft be-
lieve and make Profeflion of that Faith,
before they can be admitted unto the Sa-
crament of Baptifm; and doubtlefs many
Thoufands were by the Apoftles convert-
ed, not only to the Chriftian Profeffion,
but to a Chriftian and holy Life, before
they were baptized. We well know, that
in the Primitive Times very many did
delay their Baptifm till their declining
Age, out of an erroneous Opinion, that all
voluntary Sins after Baptiflm were un-

‘pardonable ; and yet it would be very un-

charitable to judge, that none of thefe .
were fan&ified, and inwardly renewed by
the Holy Ghoft. Yea, arid perhaps to beat
down this miifgrounded Praftice, fomeon -
the other Hand held, that Baptifm was of
abfolute and indifpenfable Neeeffity to
eternal Life; which was to cure a Miftake
in Prattice, by a moft grievous Miftake in
Do@&rine; yet this their Opinion they
grounded on Jobr 3. 5. Except @ Man be
born of Water, -and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven: Whence
they inferred, that Bapti{m was as abfo-
lutely neceflary to eternal Life, as the Re-
novation of the Soul by Divine Grace ;
fo that they pafs'd 4 peremptory Doom
of Exclufion from the Kingdom of Hea-

. ven
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ven upon all, both Infants and Adult, that
died without the Seal of this Inftitution,
although it were through no Default of
their own, but by infuperable Neceffity ;
only they excepted fuch as died Martyrs,
whofe Baptifm, by their own Blood, they
thought might ferve inftead of Baptifm by
Water.  Thus, as St. Gyprian in one of his
Epitties relates it, was determined by an
African Council 5 to which Determination

be alfo gives his Aflent. And'St. Auflin

(called therefore, Durws Pater Infantvm )
feems, in° many Paflages of his Works, to
be thus rigid in giving Sentence againt all
who died unbaptized ; although probably
afterwards the Severity of his Opinion re-
lented. For, in his fourth Book again(t
Donatus, he tells us, That not only fuf-
fering for the Namie of Chrift may fupply
theWant of Baptifm, Sed etiam Fides, Cg -
verfiogs Cordis, fe fortt ad celebrandum MyfBe-
Tk glptgfm in anguftiis temporum fuccurri
uon poteft s “ but Faith alfo, and the Con-
* verfion of the Heart to God, if threugh
* unavoidable Neceffity we cannot cele-
“ brate the Sacrament of Baptifm.” But
whofoever were the Authors or Maintain-
ers of this Opinion, it is certainly unwar-
fantable, and uncharitable, and contrary
1o the Judgment of the higher Primitive

E3 Times 3
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Times; who, if they had thought thatno j

Perfon could pefiibly be fanétified or fa-
ved without Baptifm, ‘would ngt certainly

have {tinted the Adminiftration of it to

|

their, Dies Baptifwasum, two {pecial Sea~

fons of the Year, E;ﬂer and Whitfunday 3
nor would many of them have deferr'd
their own Baptifm to the End of their
Days: ' For how could they be fure that
no- Cafpelty fhould in the mean Time in-
tervene, -and cut off all Opportunitics of
rectiving. it > Bapti{m then is not of {uch
abfolute Neceflity gs a2 Means, that none
can.be faved without it 5 neither doth our
Savious -in thofe Words fo afferc it : For
we mpft diftinguith between being inevi-
tably deprived of ¢he Opportunity of Bap-
tilm, and a wilfal Contempt of it.  And
of this latter mmt the Words be ynders
ftood. ‘He that costemns being barn again
of Baptifm, and ou¢ of that Contempt
finally negleéts i, he fhall never enter in-
to the Kingdom of God. But for others,
who_are neceflarily depriv'd of that Ordi-
nange, the Want of it fhall not in the leaft
ﬁrcjudice their Salvattons for it is a ftated
ule, Non abfentia, f¢d contemptus Secramen-
toruys rewm facit. : o

" f‘ouﬂb&,
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Fourthly, The 4th and laf? Pofition is this,
That Baptifm is an ordinary Means ap-
pointed by Chrift for the real and effeGual
San&tification of his Church : For this is
the great End of all Gofpel-Ordinances,
that through them might be conveyed that
Grace which might purify the Heart, and
deanfe the Life. And though I do not
affirm, that Baptifm doth effe&t this in all
to whom it is rightly applied, (notinlIn-
fants, who while {uch are incapable of
that Work 5 nor in many Adult Perforis,
who, thoungh baptized, may remain ftill
in the Gall of Bitternefs, and Bond of Ini-
quity ;) yet this I do affirm and maintain,
that there is no Reafon to doubt the Sal-
vation of any, who, by this holy Ordi-
fance, are confecrated unto God, until
by their a&ual and wilful Sinning they
thrut away from them thofe Benefits
which God intends them by it. And in-
deed, who fo doth but ferioufly confider
the Vows that are upon him, and the fo-
lemn Engagements he hath made to be the
Eord’s, will find a preffing Force upon his
Soul, unlefs he be loft to all Modefty and

Ingenuity, urging him really to fulfil

what he hath fo juftly and fo facredly

promifed. No Argument can be more
prevalent to enforce an holy Life, than

E 4 when
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when the Spirit of God fhall bring home
to our Confiderations the QOath that we

“have taken to be God’s, and to oppofe all

the Enemies that oppofe his Glory, .and
our Salvation. When we fhall be re-
minded, that as long as we continue in a
State of Sin, we live in Perjury, having
given our moft ferious Promife to God to
yield Obedience to his Will and Laws,
and to live as becomes his Servants and
Soldiers. : . '

I befeech you therefore, O Chriftians |
confider ferioufly with your felves, what
Bonds and Obligation lies upon you, that
you have vowed and covenanted to be the
{oxd’s 5 a Vow that is binding upon your
Souls, and which, if ypu do not fulfil,
will bind you aver to everlafting Con-

demnation. Sit down, and think with

your felves, what you ftand obliged to,
and either renounce your wicked Life, or
renounce your Baptifm. Deal ingenuoufly,
refcind the Deed, and profefs to all the
World, that you look not upon your
felves as lilted under Chrift’s Banner, nor
engaged to be his Servants and Soldiers,
or clfe live as becomes Chriftians. What

“fhall your Names be in the Regifter. of

Chrift, and yet your Souls be in the Hands

1
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fa your Forehead, and yet fight againft
him in his own Camp? This 1s not only
Hoftility, but Treafon: And as Rebels and
Traitors are more fevergly dealt with than
Enemies, fo fhall you ; and believe it, the
Flames of Hell burn the more furioufly

for being fprinkled with Baptifmal YVa-
ter. ' ‘

izrom all this that hathbeen faid on this

Subje&, I fhall draw this one Dedué&ion,.

and fo conclude. Hence we may learn
what to judge, and what to hope concern-
ing the State of Infants who die baptized.
Certainly, fince they are in Covenant with
God ; fince they are the Members of Chrift,
being Members of his Body the Church 5
fince they are fandified and.regcncrateti
fo far forth as their Natures are ardinarily
capable of, without a Miracle; we have
all the Reafon in the World comfortably to
conclude, that all fuch die .in the Lord,
and are for ever happy and blefled with
him. With very good Reafon therefore,
and upon very clear Evidence, hath our
Church determined, that it is certain by
God’'s Word, that Children which are

baptized, dying before they commit a&ual’

Sin, are undoubtedly faved : Rubrick after
Baptifm. Far what {hould hinder? A&ual
Sins they are fuppofed to have nane, a:;ld

the
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the Guilt of their Original Sin is pardoned
to them by Vertue of God’s Covenant 5
wherein he becomes their God, and takes
them for his own Children, Bapti{m is
the Sealing of this Pardon, A&sa.28. Be
baptized for the Remiffion of Sins, and
¢ertainly the Grant is made where the Seal
is added s and fince they cannot forfeit it
éither by Hypocrify or Profanenefs, with-
ottt doubt they enjoy 'the everlafting Bene-
fits of it. " Yea, let me add, that not only
Infants baptized, but all Infants of belie-
ving Parents, tho’ they fhould unavoid-
ably die before Bapti{m, yea before they
fee the Light, arc in the fame fafe and
Blefled Condition, for they arein the fame
gracious Covenant. For fince the Promifé
is made to Believers, and to their Chil-
dren, God will not falfify his Promife
where they break no Conditions : Since
the Children of believing Parents are holy
with all that Holinefs that their Condi-
tion is capable of, this is fufficient to make.
them capable of Heaven, into which no,
unclean Thing can enter. Therefore if
they be excluded, it'is becaufe they are
unclean ; which the Apoftle exprefly de-
njes, 1 Cor. 7. 14.  And Laftly, Since they
are Members of Jefus Chrift, being Mem-
bers of his Church, he will certainly gc;

o the
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the Saviour of his Body, and prefent his
Church holy and unfpotted to his Father:
And fince they cannot, tither by Hypo!
aify, or any other Sin,. ‘debar theml}e’Ive$
from the Privileges of God's Children;
they fhall certainly enjoy them in' their
largelt and utmolt:Extent. We may there-
fore well comfort our {elves for the Death
of fuch : For there is far more Ground to
be affirred of their Salvation, than of any
other Perfons in the World, becaufe here
an be no.Danger ‘of Hypocrify, nor clofe
Diflimulation, which might make our Cha-
rity, or their Souls, mifcarry. Upon this
account, David comforts himfelf for the
Death of his {purious Child, 2 Sam. 12. 23.

I /ball go to bim, but ke fhall not return to me,

Did Dawid only mean, that he fhould go
to the Grave to him, there were as little
Comfort in that, as there is Senfe and En-
joyment in Death. Bat the Confolation
was, that he fhould go to that State of
Blifs and Happinefs, where the Soul of
this Infant was made perfect : And that
it was fo, he could have no other Aflu-
rance, but that his Child was born within
the Pale of the Church, born in the Co-
venant, and had the Seal of the Covenant
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apply’d to him. The like Confolation °

may we have when-ever God takes frony

\
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us any of our Infant-Children, that they
dying in the Bofom of the Church, in

- Covenant with God, and confecrated to
- him by Bapti{m, are received to.that

heavenly Felicity by vertue of God’s Pro-
mife and Covenant, to which we ought
to afpire by a continued. Courft of Faith,
Patience, and Obedience.

Tertullian calls Fidelium Filios Sanitasis
Candidatos, & Sanos tam ex Semivis
Prerogativi. Lib. de Anima.

’]oﬁﬁ
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