SERMON

. On JOHN VILXIX.
Did not Mofes give you the Law : And yet ’rzoﬁeé[} ,,Du

keepeth the Law ?

YW Have in feveral Difcourfes, according to. the Meafure:
of Divine Affiftance, endeavoured to unfold unto you,
-l the vaft Contents of the Law, and thofe various Du-
- "% ties that are fummarily comprehended in thofe Zen
- Words, which the infinite Wifdom of God hath given us as.
an Epitome and Abridgment of all Morality. ; § well know,
and am affured, that there never was, neither can.there be
any, Treatife fo exa® and particular, 3s' to drain. this whele
Subje@ : For fince it comprizeth in it the Whole Duty of
Man, in every 'particular Occurrence , .and, Aion of his,
Life;. fince the vaziety of Circum@tanges.is. almoft ipfinite ;
and yet-thiefe Circumftances fpecific, our. Adkiops, and. malss,
them morally, either good eor, evil.; ;Apd ¢
cepe extends its Branches, g far,-as to:ipjojn every. |
Duties collaterally, which yet-it doth rot totch directly 3
“and. o forbid .very. many Sips by Confequence, which it,
doth. .ot nmmcdwtﬂ%.wohgbﬂ;é ;Ih?{?f%e ,‘ .cannot hug.
judge ivnext £o:9n Impaffibilivy. minutely, to. reckqn pp eves,
ry $in; and every Duty: methodically; go. rank apd difpofe
_every.ome undes that - particular Gommand. to . which
. Qee = T 7 they

i.

tes:



3

rof. A Secmon on John 7. 19..

* they do properly appertain:  The ferious- Contemplation-of’
this boundiefs exytent of the Law, occafioned the Pfaimift to-.
fay, Pfal. 119. 96. That be had feen an end of all Perfettion :..
He had taken the Dimenfionsofall other Things, and found.
them fuch, as an inquifitive Mind might defcribe the whole -
Limjts aﬁ@ Cowﬁaﬁof tifdm :* Bur I}mc'pmmanﬁznt ipex- -
ceeding boad : Nottfor thelndhlgencoris’ gives }-for fo ni 1s~
exceeding’ narfow. Tle broad Way.- is notthc
Gog (.‘;omu'lalt;‘cllmentsil but that ev:'hlgl l?adeth down lﬁnmm
Deftruction :: But broad its, iy r its Gomprehen-
fivenefs, as it reacheth totc{frery%hog;htqof\our Souls, and,
every A&m of ounLives,, and.cvery qcum&ame of both,.
And therefore fince the Law of God 'is-of firelh" an unmeafilta- .
ble Latitude ; as 4/Frommers tale: only the more- confpicu-.
ous, angd rcmarkable Stars into_ their Conftellations , but.
Itave innuitietable others;” with whiich tHe Pléaviing arel eV

 ry wltere-'thick: ﬂhd&edL tothe Jcatusk Obfervatioft of the
BEholdérs & SO'HSafvecont’cneed)‘my el ¢ reaharle untd your .
thofe Dhities! amd- Sing which-are mioftf ephient); and to re- .
duce " themvinto Order under:thefe: fevera]® P?eeepts«; where::
gy ate;cithet requiredy of fotbithden, lemug Mxmmmbla :
others o yout owni privateObfepvation 173 el L oir i

T Hope: th&t‘whm' hath been ' Tpdler wmmq Bmhl Ao
been-as ‘Weater fpilt apon'thé- Grotind, or a- Seudd brly: fedes. .
tered  dnd’ lofkin-the Ah ‘Fbr'thefet Plitygs arw of dnfinicé.
Cancerpment to - Ple Kfiowledgtoatith Pra@ice of wham!ist
& rhnaclt worthss Heatién: anwkemer Lo And Ty fays
vilto, yotr, ds Mifbs -To-thel: [Fraedides; 1 1haive £eii: Life rnds

Déath beforé-you': Tife], if yewill hesrken: and oboys) b
Eternal’ Dearhand‘ﬂeﬁm&ww if ye refufe’and yobell.. Fxfd
tereain nbt agy-low' and d eb‘aﬁng%ugkfs b theLaumns
Think’hot the “preachidg of- n‘ uﬁWorhi l*th@fl‘tetdﬂmlfoﬁ
of{p‘el “Times, or of 'Gof eﬂSp{rité““’Pkn' thiat bcom

finfh Notionifts,- M:b are-very Willisg! o ke o thm
Yoke féony their' Netks; an;f td dolivér-thepifelves - raviress

from
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b the Tonftience, - than ifrom klie Pouter:iof 1§im; dmve
blavhdored s this way of prefling Buty, sand in@rang
#he - Authofry: 6f ithe. Las, 15 Vegud [Prbavhing; anid Have
®lalpherned it, a5 contrary to-thatLibeotly wirioh Chrift:hath
;purchafed for' us ; ‘dnd -much beneath stherfpiritual Ascain-
‘thents'of' thofe/that dte tpmdd perfect in dim.. - And I fear
1et¥ forticof that corrupt Leaveh may-fill semala inthe Spi-
7its 6ftoo ‘many, -whe delightt-only ! tolear-of the Richiesiof
Free Grice, the Privileges of Saints,: the All-ufficiency, and
Willingrefs-of Chrift to fave them ; :andiean melt themfélves
@way m ¥ very ‘Swectrefs:iand: Tendernefs of: their
Sots wnder- fuhi glériobs' Difcoveries. 1Byt if :Obedience,
¥l go6d Wiorks be! prefird 5 if we preach 'to ' shem coner-
‘ningRighteoufnefs, Temperance, and Fafice, and chole Mo-
¢al Duties of the' Zaw, which refpet our Depéorftment to-
wards Men, -as‘well as thofe which refped the Worthipiand
‘Service of ‘God 5 ‘this: {s- flat, ‘and infipid' ro thefe nice and
refined Profeflors, arid they are ready with a-fcomful Pity to
‘cenfure {t for honeft, Moral Do&rine, fit only for young
‘Beginners, who are not as yet <come from under .a legal
cDifpenfation. . ‘ .. ’ .

" Béware, my Brethren; that youdb ot thus vilifie and
difparage thre Holy Law of God. " For fet me tell you', this
is the Rule that he hath.given s to guide eur :AQions; ‘and
this is the Law, by which he himfelf will judge them : There
s no othier way to obtain'Salvation, But osly through Obe-
dience toit. 'This Law is'¢he Very Gate of ‘Heavén ;- aigl -
the Zipo Tables, are the two Leaves of it. We fhall never
enter it it, but ‘orlly throdsh’ thel, Rev. 21 74" Bleffed

" -arethey that do-bis Commandmenps, thit -they may hatve Right

unto the Tree of ‘Life, and may dnter in through the Gates-n-
.20 the City. ,Although cur Salvation be the Purchafe of

Chrift, and he-alone hath redcem’d us froin Death, and pro-

epted for us Glory and Hrimorrality by his own rvoft- pre-

“cious Blood s Vet here the’Sétipture affirms, that we-obtain

Qo0 2 Right

4



108 A Hrrmog M John 7.39.:
Right wnto she Tred of Lifeq:ii.es %o Eyerlafting .Life, by
our Obedience , and doisg the Commandments- of Gad.

A Righe, nos indeed of Merit s- but a;Rightof Evidengs,
onrgbedm\ce to the Law is the only found Evidence that

‘we can have for-our Right tb, the Promifes; of the Gofpe/;

-and withdut ananiverfal Obedienee da; the ;whole Coyrle. of

our Lives; all our Joys; aod Comforts,and sconfident Expe-

‘Qations bf Heaven.aind; Happine(s; are but .£pl¢ndjd~ Delufir

ons, and enthufiattical Dreams, . by, which Men of loofe Prinr

«ciples and Pradtices; feck to, wnite fogether two. Lhings,
whichi:God hath putat an irrecongileable diftance ; ghatisze

fay , an-unholy ‘Life_here, a0d. aa- irppy, Life hgreafier.

' And if to-prefs this great. Truth upen, the . Ganfeicnce ,s0d

to infift on the neceflity .of new. Obedience, and Repentance
from dead Works, -as well as Faith in our Lord- Jefus Clinift, -
e legal preaching, let mine he ever. fo accouated. . But in.

deed this is fo far from being a Jegal, Dactring, that it is one
of the,greatett and moft precious Truths. thiat the Gofpelex-
hibits. To preach up Juftification by the Law, as a Coue-
pant, is legal, and makes void the Death.and Merits of Je-
fus Chrift.  But to preach Obedience to the Law as 3 Rule,
is Evangelical ; and it favoursas much of a New Teftgment-

Spirit-(as they-phrafe it) tourgs the Commands gf the Law,

‘as to difplay the Promifes of the Gofpel. .-, 7 -

_ ‘Fhere are:two great Ends for which the Law wys.at firft

‘given ; Conviction,and Reformagion. ;| . 5o -
B A R R P A A S I S S S ,'\‘,'-\u'-: RN wols

. Firit, X was given, and ougfe fGll to.bg Freacked:k
the Convition of Sinners: And it ferves to coqnvmcﬁxemz

“Three Things. i R

_ Firfh, OF their Guilt contracted by the ‘Tranfgreflion, of
the Law. . For by laying their Actionsta the Ryle, and;com.

paring the Strictnefs and Purity of the ong, with the Qbli-
. - quity

AR . »
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awnral Conlcience may -have an

Smand Guilt. upom thery., Th
19, 20. e know thas whar ‘thz;gs

‘ gmtynnd Defecs of other,’ they may difcern whercin'they
‘'offended; and_their .h

; Ad%ﬂtageto chargte their

" faith the Apoitle, Kom, 3.

Joever he' Law fanb, gt ﬁmb 2o thems that are under ¢
Lam that every #dousb might afbjag ; and alt the World

bt 6ecome u:lg h'forc GoJ far

? ofs; Ht

] tbe Law i tbe Rnow-

Secémll Ot that Wmth and etetml Death to whlch

tﬂcy‘ﬁan "expofed by reafon: of their Sin;and Guilt;  The

" Soat that Fouideh, b fhall die, Ezeke 1830, Ay Cunfed, i

, .rmry o Fhit contmae[]z wot. in, alb 1hings “‘J’i’”’;‘, R’){“jqn 4n
A

be Boa%fﬁ)e Law to da tbené Gal 3. kO

- Thirdly, k3 ferves wconvmccm of she ptter uppo(ﬁbxlxty
“uptdéd whicli we lie in vhis, "dur fallen and. coprups- Eltstg, of
'zVer bbtam&ng Yodtificatior: by 'tha Warks of the Law: . &
3 '56.°BY Phe Works of the. Lawr [ball-wo. Mard Mqﬂzﬁgfmﬂ'
-3y the/Lai'ls the Anowledge of Siv.: “For we:cannot be jufti-

fied by our obedienceto

~_ou obedienceis imperfe

1, fiace: the Law dgmonﬁmtcs that
& Nor can we be juftified by ma-

\distacgion ofor ot difobedience;. Sfince; the. fame;Law

affures us, that the Divine Jyfbige wil] aceept f‘“q ti; hes fatis-
faction: from ust but our undergoing the Pena g wreatned ;.

EvRich is eterna

Death 3 So:that ml;oye, or.]
« i and recompetfing Divine Juflicg dor qguc,
éehel 45 vain amhtoohﬂmastgyme oF M

byfags;y;
GOCESy A 8
atomby be-

mgﬁ&mﬂed' L ..-:i) L ESEELASEE U BN J i

‘rbus far thtmvmcmgmrkpf thoLaw uyr ,ajndw en:
it Hath btoﬁghtaManm. pain in himfel b ‘ wmg m _

'Smseumaa:tm Wrath'to wmchhe a0 and the

R tamehiof his ~Bd icondition. tﬁmg that he ean
86 o flfer, u.mhmime& 4941ns h}aorxglﬁb
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Y10 2 Sermon on Jphny.a9.
‘Datkneks, -tillthe'Spirit of 'Gad, who ‘hath thus by .tbeMa-
!riftry of ‘the Paw -convinved himugf 'hisown. o?
mfs in- hinfelf;’ doth alfotby the Miniftey of .theG cqn-
<yince him of a*Rrghteoufneﬁ ont :of himfelf, ‘i the Lord Je-
“fus Chrift : Forit j$ the Spirit.shat ﬁmwc;tl\ . q/&t, qf

b Rrgbtmﬁeﬁ, awaf Mmﬁ, !ohm r8 Voo -

Secondly, Another great End of the Moril Iaw, 1s, \Ro-
formation and ‘Obedience: That having our Rule befbreus, :
"\we mayéndavout t6'conformootr Adtions according uato it ;
g gd be deterred'iby the Majefty and Autherisy ?f it, froxn
ditp Sin to Sin,-and-eredfurdug ap s0 aur. felves Wrath
“ agmﬂ‘ vhe Dy qf‘Wi‘a)‘b 3 andd:hdt by . fecing our, Dcfﬁ
‘wemay endeavour to amend. them., Thus the.
s, Gal. 3. 19. That the Law was added becanfe of Tranfgref
on; i. e. becaufe: ‘of the' exceeding ~pronenefs af oar corru
ted’Natares to frarifgrefs, God hath given usen holy 3d fe-
: Vel‘elawtbeurbmwr Lufts, to check owr headfiro Di.r
‘firés ‘and fenfuat Appetites, and to keep us Within she
- of Datyand Obedience : -For thefetwo gm.Euds was the
» Law g;ven. Co:m&m and Refonnanon R
Gwdotimn '
-Ana‘ﬁ boﬂi’théfe &ccmts»the?mckmgqf the Law
'id of 2 l:cmc@ﬂiiy “Fory ik Do

iR, W;xerc the Law hath nommugin moonvx
k‘wi‘r powtr upoi-the Confeiehge, there he

“of féﬂis‘t’shﬁﬁ' wﬂPbealtdgetha inovaing rFor m
ner be throughly convinc'd of his Guilt and Mifery,, ,qu hm
_Confcience awakened by the Threats and Terrors of the
tl:w,e'r:l:twhé Tadds’ forfested to'vhcjnﬂ:?fof;n Ci’qd‘,i ligble
et rath,andmyewrymmt W om ap.in
“the Abyfs of ‘Woe & Torments, intormhich Thowulads hefore
‘hun thq‘becnalre&dy'fluﬂgd,ﬂ 'will be inipaffible soperfuade
’ fenduﬂytoe cé’ thele Tenders of Mercy ybqéh ;hi
olpei
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Gafpdl holds forclicured hifin by Jéfos ‘Claridl; he-wraps Hint-
{edfir his owncaynak Confidente amt. 8ecmx;y, imd: fees 06
need .of fooking " oue after any: other Righteoufaefsthan his- °
owy;- and: alvhough his owrn« Righeoufnsfs be: but: filthy
Rags, both imperfect and impure; yet being his own, he
thistior cherre befree chatcborrowved ::Rubes. . Adib: thiérefore] |
faith our Saviour, Matth.9. 12. The whole need not a Phyfi--
ciawiy busichey thaviare fickg io; Thofe'whb think themfelves-
Whole;and fourd, :aithougly- indeed they be fickiunto. death, :
heyineed nes a Phyficiany iz shey apprehiend act théir' moed

’ oﬂhﬂn, awr wvll thky be:pu'(utdadldo a‘eck o rim; Ancf,

L AICTTE IR O

SecondlyAs: @hrdbantm Be accepmdlwhcre:the Lawdoﬂp
noe perfopmiitsconvinCitig Work ;5 1o e will-nov fave,whers -
it dyul{ nee perfotin ;&ruformngfwlo& i Wiseke therd is no-»
adchdnfetit oPLife; thert cart.biel s forgivendlk of Sinw riot
ttuehopest of\Salvationt Bor Ghtifli giver ‘tsy; noy to faver
b inour Sinsy bue from thebwot Hais zhe Aulbvr of erem-zl

Sd‘b&t‘zaﬂl #o a@ibrb@ fJJat’ dbjlpm q-!eby 5 9s : '

<A thwybm (kb of whit fabrafuw necemty i‘tfis-w ptefsf
thie-Lawrapomend Gonffidnke, to- dtnbmbe ity Terebes, iy
inguicare ies Predoprd ; ‘finee thé convincing Worki of it pre=-
pares us for Chrift, and its refortaing Work for the Salvation::
purchafed by Chirift. Without the one we {hall never come -
et It and wldmnt the. othek, weefhattmewmm S
mxbqu[, ;_._.JJ RS HENERA RIS R R T N
N RIS I L B - 1 ‘.'.-;- iE,.s"u: ®3!
Tfmwmmreha rlzndeﬁgtaf for the' :efbnz; is;-t 'teeae cﬁ
the eonviticing of thie' Law; and thuy’ i eaehtofies .
"Fhrte: Bﬂanehess fe‘m&iawt Gartt; ‘Oowskfbion-of Wrarh; .

' a&&cawiéhohwﬂ#}e brser:. bﬂ'&i b?«wm Mﬁ‘z& ma;-

W j&lw:(frm m&im mmg mﬁr/.{ S
R U N AR R mm;
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1. fHalt mow tredt of the Firft :-To which purpofel have .

chofen this'Portion-of Scripture, Fobn 7. 19. Did wot Mofes

give youthe Law > And’ yet mone of you keepeth-the Law. In -
which' Words we haveaa Expoﬁulgnon,' and an Accufation.

. -

TS UL
Inthe Expoftulation

it

the whole Syfteme of Divine Precepts, both concerning Ce-
remontal Rites, Judicial Procefles, and Moral Duties : For

the Fews: from. Mofes’s Hands._received Inftructions for alf

their Obfervances, Gifts, Offerings, Wathings, and other
‘Typical Parts of Worthipy and for all their Suits and Con-
troverfies between Man and Man, which was the common
and flanding Law of their Naticn ;. and l:;ltlz, for all Moral
and Naturab Dn.ties'.;refpo&ug:mherﬂ od or Mag. ' But
this laft being, the; chief pare of the Law of Mefes,-is, here -
likewife chiefly meant and intended. -Iet wone of yox kespeth
the Law ; i,e. None of you obferveth to do according tothe
‘Commands of the Moral Law. Forour Saviour frequently
bears them witnefs thas: théy were very pun@val obfervers
of the Ceyemonia) and -Judicial Laws-; but condemns theps -
for negletting rbe weightier Matters of the Moral Law;Jadg-
went, Mercy, and Faith, Matth.23. ~ .~ . :

Secondly; Wheveas js is fgid, . That the Liaw was gives anto
2hem, i. e. to the Fews ; it muft be underftood, That the Ce-.
remonial and Judicial Law was given unto them both im-
mediaetly;and only ; but the Moral Law was:given to them
indeed ‘immediately, but not only. No other People on -
Earth were neceffarily obliged to the obfervation of theCes
remonigl Law, much lefs of the Judicial, but the Fews alone -

Yea, and (as I have before obferved,). Profelytes of othes.

Nations were admitted to the hopes of Salvation, without

binding them to any other Obfervances, befides the kccpingf
’ : ()

we'may uke\hdt'icc‘&' Thme'l'hmgs :
 Firff, That this Law of which our Saviour fpesks , was
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A Deemon oft John g 19, iy
‘oftthe feven Precepts 6f Noab; To' remounce Idols, to x&w)jll/”
the true God, 10 commit -no Murther, wor ?}nrleann%’ﬁ,"ihﬂfi
Theft, to exetute Jufice, and to abfain 'from Blood. But'the-

- Moral Lawy although it was given to'them immediately ,-

yet not only to them; but its Obligation is as univerfal as
homane Netareit-felf § for indeed it is ‘the very Law of Na-
ture, and right Reafon ‘reduced $nto Precepts ; and -therefore
although Mafes gave this Law énto therty as the' Minifter and -
Mediaror -of -ghe old Covenant 5 yet -it* is likewife given-to-
us by God, s the Caufe and Authorof our -Nature; andthe
Couumands of it: are as obligatoty unto us, ‘2s them ; 10 chat-

- as.cur Savieut fith to/the Yews:, :Did wor Mofes givé yaie!

she Law » 1 tay fay to you, Did wor ‘God give yon the Law »’
and yet none of you kecpeth the Low, . < -" - .-

 Zhirdly, Whereasit is fuid, that Mofes gave them the
Eaw, we'mult here riote, - - - el

.. Firsk, "Fhat Mofes gave it only: Minifterially ; but God
Primarily and Authoritatively : And therefore, Ga/. } 19. .
It is faid, that 2he Law was given by the hand of a Médiator,

And Mofes is .commended for being faithful in all God’s
Hoafe,. as a’Servant, Heb. 3. 5. Asone who received Com--
mands from the great Lord and’ Mafter of 'it, and delivered

* them to his‘FellpmServ’ants.

Secondly, That although the Law were given by Mofes ;
yet as-to theMoral Part of it, and fameé of the Cérémonial,
it was. owged in the Church of God long: before his- Mini-’
firy. Asfer ‘fome Purts of the Ceremonial Law, we read-
frequently of Sacrifices.and Circumcifion in ufe among the-
Ratrigrchs, many Ages before Mofes’s Time 3 and fo faith’
our Saviour, Fohn 7,23. Mofes:gave anto ‘you the Cércumcis
Sfaon 5 _dot becaufe it is of Mofes, but of ¢he ‘Fathers. And:
for the Moral Law, all the Duties of it” were: incumbent up~
: . ) : P P P . - o’
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* op Mankind from the very firft Creation of the-Wasld;, lng.
before. the .promuylgation., 3&1 ¢.Law: fram - Mamnt Siwai. -
Musther was forbidden, and known.ta'he a-Sia;- befere the
Lovd proclaimed,, Zheu /bl net kid. . Yea, anit canflals Ay
ger5 and bloudy sevengeful Rurpales § asrmm Gom.4. 5
6.- qucauqn wag' t m. il mcqamted Sis | Worchy-of;
a.% P4 T wm : Warbip
d Sewme God.ip. Sq ls;m, w\dhmimk Afemblids;: wass
then. knpown, to be. aDuy, 34 ApRess, Geo 4.26. Sathss
the Church of - God. .never W3s,, Rever: hebl bethhnut this:
Law, hotl waitsen wpas. thejs hesstso and:likewiferpreach’d:
ugto them, publickly by the, Miniftry vof the (hwrch :-For-

. foNoahlsfaadmbwl)BMa&qQﬁ WWW W’»’
World, 2.Pet.2. 5. Yet

. Thirdly; T is faid to- bq%mbywm Betaddof the
more folemn and confpicuous Deliverrof ﬁ&whhuwS(mt,L
when God-efpecially magmﬁed him, by calling him up into-
the: Mount, cpnverfing with hin Ferty: Dags; -wiiting-with.-
his, ownFig fsr -the- Fen Gommendments; ar twe Thbles off
Stone,, and dalivering them. inte his hande:to exhibicusite .
the. Reople, Naw: hegaude off thia foléms Mramulgavioncofitha -
Law by the l\wamndrkhmﬂ@' of Myfesy auw Saviour weliX .
s, that if;was-givem: themiby! bim: And:shieisath

that I fhall confider in the. Expoﬁumm . I -mizc Mofels .
gwe Jyouthe Law.s.

T f 1z B "I .‘.' )
'I;qu}wm;h 1 maﬁtpnlly mtomb to iiﬁibmm muhsAw

CHfation 5. dud-yeswane Bf you ke epothi pher Law Lo Aveus
fation that -may truly. be-ldpd-not:anly: apataft: the Favs, huft
againit all. the World Newer.any of the.Sans of: Menfoom thet.
very firft Creation. of. xhex“ﬁorldwntp thés dayresrceptiog: hiok..
only who was,the Son, of God;. 26 well s the Somaifs Flan,
apd, whom. it became tp ]dﬁ,’ al; R@aﬂnq&mr«dd o:\,

0. pesfely, and. WLX Biie thenllainofMGodd rex
qum And.
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. And so ¢his the Scriptures' give abundant: Tellimony - -
Rom, 3 23 AU have fiwned | and come Jart. of the. -

RS

-

Bhéy of God. Jam. 3. a. In many things we offexd all, . -
An

the Praphet conleffeth the carruption of our Natures,
and the imperfe®ion of our beft Performances, Jfa.64. 6,

We urt gl ws-anwwclean thing;-end ad our Righteoufnoffes are .
a fithy Rags. . Solomenchallengeth the beft and holieft up-,

on this Point. Prov.20.9. Whe cen fay, 1 have made mive.

Jlears cleam, I wm pure from wy Sin 2 Many other Places. =~
may be alledged to the fame purpofe ; as, 1 Fobw 1. 8. ¥

we fay that we have wo Sim, we deccive oar. felves, wnd the.

Truth is wot -in .. And, ver[.30. If we fay that wedave -~
not fruned, we make him a Lyar. And all thefe Exhortations

which we find in Scripture to confefs our Sins, te repent:
of them, to watch: and firive agein@t them, do alf clearly:
beat down the infelent- Pride of.thafc ‘who except- them-
felves but.of the sumbkr.of Tranfkrelfors and Ofenders.
Andis it not very firenge, that after o many exprefs Te-

ftimanies. of - Scripture; than which nothing- can be more

plain and pofitive, notwithRtanding that every day and hour
mighe. admivifter- ebundants ConviQion tothem; yer there
fhould be a generation of. Men foirapudently vain-glerious,
as to boaft of an abfolute Perfection in this Life s And yet
shisis the Docriné of the Papi¥s, Thiat a Man may adl“bis
Life-time cfchew every. Mortal Sin, andvlo wh that the Law of
Ged. reqiones. of bini, - And ndt only -fo:;:but-gs Nf God’s
Laws were not a Rule ftrict enough for.ithers to. walk by,

Conc.Trid.
Sef6.c.xz.

they hold, be may do much more than be is dligsd unto, and

rervogate, and merit for others whi {4 fbart-of Perfeflie
Jo?:md dbe’ Alimi of his_goed Warks into _the to;nfnno)
Srogks .and. Treafury of vhe Chyan/iin be gramed pay itosthers
that want them. And although thay aflrro; ‘That 4 Fu/ti-
Sied Perfon is fill liable to commit Venial Sins; yet they
ke thefe Venial Sins to be of fo flight a Nature, that
, Ppp2 they
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Bellar. de they are mot repugmant to Grace, interrupt not. our Friend[bip:
<1 ¢.3. : . i
Nos doec- Confefion mor Repentance,:and'are of Jo karmiefS-a Nature
s com- that be that 'dietl:};: tbem; may yet natwithftanding be faved.

}::f’:pi?. Certainly thefe be ftrange kind of Sins, that do not offend

aiLGrit. ik God - deferve wot éternal Punifbments, re?wira weither

cara'que- God, nor deferve Punilbment, mor need- Repentance ; apd

dam ¢x if a Man live free from aH thefe, I think hemayreadily cons
Jiame clude that he may live frec from all Sin; for as: they defcris
indignum bed thefe Venial Sins, they can be-none. Yea, fome of them
reddere  grant that by the [pecial-Grace of God, a Man may. live free
bominem. ©.on the Fainty wot only of Mortal, but of Venial:Sins too ;
Dei, @ and [o attain to a fpotlef§ Perfeitiom - And this.proud Cone
Marrise- cejt of Perfection is pot enly enterrained by Papifis, but by
JmeTe" a fort of Frantick Peopleamongft us, who yet exclaim againit
Craft hath taught them both that and many ocher: Popith
Do@rines ; as, Jufification by Warks; the Infuffciency. of the
Scriptures, attd Infallibility feated ivi anp: Muneane. Breast:
Gertainly the Fawd of  Joab . in.all this. Concerning thefe,
I-fhall fay no more, bur what the Wife Mantobferved of fuch
a:Race of confident Self-Jufticiaries in his Days, Prov. 30.12.

There is 4 Generatiok‘that are. pare in.thesr owis Byes, and yer

are wot wafbed from thedr BelshiiefS.io 1ot e
. i PEEN S S R B SR S Ayt L4
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But what! Aré:-;tl_ién‘ thie-Laws of God ‘impoffible to be
fulfilled > Isit not our Imputation .to the Equity and Wik -
dom of God, that-he ‘fhould zopmand«thap which -we-ar :

notable'td‘perfdrmez RIS RERSH | u!:;:i oI Uiy T it
: . . T S AN B SO
. . < o T S R T S ERATE D

- L Anfwer. First; The Laws ofGod are' inthemfelves pof-
fible as wellasjuft 5 and chere:is nothing.which he now:re-
quires of us,” which he did’ got. endow. us-'with ftrength ‘in-
our Creation to perforay.: 7o (i ‘}_,::.‘. R O S
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all others, as Popifband Antichriftian ; but perceive not whofe
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- Seeondly, In this our fallen and corrypted ERate our per-.
fet Obedience is become jmpoffible 5 not_be-caufe the Lay,
is more ftri& and rigorous; but becaufe we. are ‘grown:
weaker and more averfs. SRR S

" Thirdly, It is-na lnjﬁﬁige- in,God to require’ what is im=

poffible- for us, to pertorm, wheg that Impoffibility. rifetli:
from our own. default. - It is not Gpd, but our felves wha:
have made theobfervation.of his Laws impoffible. And al-
though we have wafted owr Stock, and are become Bank-

rupts, yet he may righteoufly exact -from us the Debt.of
-Owiwwhidx weowehim. . -~ . .. .

" Fourthly, Although a perfect and- confirmmate Obedience
Be now.impoflible ; yet an inchoate and fincere Obedience:
is poffible through. the Affiltance of Divine Grace. And
gertainly. that Law. which commands abfolute. Perfection
fromus; requires us to.endeayout after the .hi%beﬁidéglrbe-

~ that isattainable. So- that thefe. Gommands w

i ich, gxcged
eur prefent power, and are. neither vain, nor, uryul‘ﬁl 'Eon
they engage ws;to exers, qur ftrengrhto the utmoft, whereby
wei{lsll certain)y. attain, unto.a far-greaten perfection. in oug:
Obedience, than;if we were epjoyagd. shap, which were eafie,
or meerly. poffible o perform 5 and-fuchi1s the difingenvity
of aur Temper, that as muchas the Law were.celaxed of its.
feverity, fo-much proportionably. we alfo-fhauld remit of out -
Ipdnftry ;. And thereforg fince aur. Slothwill take Allowances
30 5 felfy, it isfar more expedient fos ns;thatiGod hath come
manded. f{rc.»sn‘usfthkzga beyopd ;the Spbarg of..our prefent
Abifity,than if he thad commanded what was Wwithir it, Tor
I'much doubt, whether if God did not command us to do-

- mgye than we gan,; We figuld do.as much as we do..

RSN ST I By (A BRI O I RS BN
But yoti will (‘{y. To require_more thdn is poﬂ’lb&e for us-
to parform, may rather feem a difcouragement, than an ex--

citement:

Yo
N
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Gitément €5 our "Endeivours.: For what Nitutal Man will

attempt that Whitctihé knows vo'be impoffible . - -
To thisT anfwer, Firff, That there isa twofold Impof¥

bility :  One that confifts in the Nature of the Thing pro-.

-potinded ufitous; -anot| et, that+¢onfifks bfily itt an-emine
and fuperlative degree of it. ' The firft fort of mpbffibitity;
which confilts'in'the Neture of the Thing it fc¥, doth veter

Iy forbid 41l Amempts and Endeavours. Never any wily_

‘Man attempted ‘to cimbap into the Stn, or to metamor-
phofe himfelf mtoan Angel 5 beeaule the Whing:it-felf i i}
«confiderable de(grecs of it, is itpoffible. 'But where the Tt
-poffibility -confifts only in fome eminent degree, and yet
.every degree that is acraindble by us,hath Excellency enough
 in'if el td invite and engageour Endeavours, there the Im-

poflibility -of the highelt degree is no’ difcouragement tod
Wife antl’ tationdl Man, from attempting to do-his utrimoft:
fo';f is §n ¢his cafe ; mdawy deprees of Holinefs'and Obed]-
.enice ‘até attainable by ws, and every degree that Wecanaté
tain unto, is infinnely wWorth our pains and labour’; ¢nd
therefore though abfolute perfeétivn in it be 'ittipuifble, yet

his ean’be no- difeourigethent fromi afifg otit- bemoft ‘Fric -

Aéavonts:’ The diore we ‘rive after it, the thore we fhalf
Y61 ateain y and what we do ateain is 4n ablnddnt Recoms
penceof ‘o Trduftry, and cerriés in it fo mach Excellency
‘s ‘will quicken 2bd'excite us- unto farther Improvements:
And certainly whilft we erdeayonir toward thateainable Per
f&iof, we Hhill attain anté much tere, tham i we fet our

Mavk [horter ; as'He that diis at'a Star,'is likely' to Thoot
fruch higher ‘than‘he that ginis - only l“.!f‘fﬂfﬂwf S
Secondly, ‘As we mukt diftinguilh of Impebiliey, foTiRe:
wife of Perfection, which s cicher Legal, or Evangelical,
A SelaSt PO I DAVLE 4 -.“.t;‘:'.'\;, (;‘; ,".;.. n‘j PO | SN
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Finft, There is a Legal: Petfe&non, to. w!mh Two 'Ihmgs
mmﬂmly remwcd(. o

:ﬁ Frendnm from Oﬂgnalb‘xm ']Zlur. thcvcbcno Tmm |
demed dpwo upamour Natures, no Corruption inherent m-
usy: that:{honld ineline ws; unto- Evil :. For whereOriginel Sm -
is,- there\Lisgsl Righteotfefs and.Pbufeétummmpoiﬁblr
lie ,far aven thxs Sammolamm'bf the Lawi::

"7‘ znly. 'Ehe:a nnﬁ' be apufeﬁ‘ and exaft: aéti)ak fulﬁl]mg

of all the Eaws of God,. Withiv faikingy i the feafd Circuae.
fanceen'loadk Tittls: of Qlfervatjon . Fori.:g:l thfcamﬂ.
eannotpoflibly- cotfiflt wnhxﬁd ludi Guﬂn R ‘A

Secondly; There is an Evangthal Perfe&ton winch isa:
State, nott of Innocencgy, ycrofiimbaferﬁm
Righteoufnefs: anduahndfsm({hm ba:adcepted and: rewsm
dgdby Ged. Now. thls Evangthal Perfe&ion - conﬁﬂs in
mrhmah ‘9 SIESIE lTa)'.)' ’)1\ )

. Tl AF hmd<ﬁnmﬂnp¢nuncefov outpﬁ Qﬁ'enoes,
beggmg Pardon at God’s- Hands, and esdbaavouring co: abe-
ﬁam from the Cormmﬁion of the hke for the future.

2o Den densi e ghniefiel g LaD To o wnd ol Ava
~2dy) Imna: true and Jisreky Faithy wHereb vwmheu
shmMﬁﬂs«g&S&&&&bnoﬁChnﬁqu br: the N
d!%fmu TeRt mon. SRR ef'J'.ri;.‘. i (xl SR BRI
i n ol 1 Lied Lo

‘315&- Jnmwmd fmebdxdnce codealoirop o live
more babilyy atd o walls more ANGES ind parfoddly befurd :
Gory, aceurding;: tn-the Rules he hithiprefcritsodius in deis Hoe-
brLaws,. Aod tthls soafifts;botti o thré> Montificationdiof thie
cavmpy: anch- fnfil -Delites of: thio: Rlefh;: amhini the ‘duily

ascbrin mg'af‘t v,z vk we growin:
W gﬂn M«:l’nyg vibien We -

do
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de all this in. the Trath and Sincerity of our Souls, wéare
faid to be perfect with an Evangelical, «or Gofpel-perfetiony
and this indeed is all the inherent PerfeGion and Righteouf-
snefs that isattainableby us in this Life Thus it is that the Saints
are in Scripture termed Righteous. . ‘So Neab is called righ-
teviigy Genoz.x. And brabam pleads with God for the righ-
Ledds:in Sadom, Geho18.0524: And-Zachery and Elizibeth
have this Teftimany, : That théyuvere both rightevus, walking
in all the Commandments of God blamelefS, Luke 1.6. Thus
we have the Ways : of Holinefs called "Ways of Righteou/-
x¢fi, PRL 2§.3.: And the Workéof Holinefs, #orks of Righs
gooufmefs, (Plaki1}. 2. 1a64.2, @il This -Evangelical Per-
fe@ion is attainabde: fn fhst Life, and .indeed -is:attained by
every fincere and upright Chriftian. o

* Bur fora Legal PerfeQion, it ‘neither is, nor can be attai-
- mod in:this Life:: And thit upon Two Accounts, = - - -
Firft, Becaufe of the infinite ExaGnefs and Holinefy of
the Law, it is not attained.
- Secondly, Becaufe of the
R TIPS I YRR A TIUSTIS DI P ORI OERIV RSSO S SRR LTI
“First, The Law of God is infinitely Spiritual, and obli-
geth us nat-only to-thie performance of the' exterrl Duties
of Obedi¢nce; but: requires alfo the abfolute petfectidn-of
the inward Difpofitions ; not only that our Love.«ofGod be
fincere and cordial ; but that it muft be intenfe and perfet
to,the higheft degirae, . Fhus; D24 6.5, ‘Thow Bubliove the
Lord thy God withald thy Edears; and witdn dli “thy Soud, and
with okl ¢by Might. .. The Law.and . Covenant: of Works ex~
a3 Perfetion of degrees in our Love and Obedience, as
well as of Parts:2 it :muft not only be .fincere,:buc:cotn-
pleats it not oply: tries aur Obddience; by the. voughiftone;,
bw weghyatintheBaladcs;-and givesus nd.eri-f.of.: Ak

Corruption of our Natures, it
P LIRS U TR S SN o SN
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lowance: - - Now, -is.there:any:Man ppon: Earth that {0 Joves
Gad, or.obeys him, :that it is oot poffible lig ‘fhould. fovey
him more;. or.obey hinrbetter 2 Do dov-forhk Chriftians'exs:
ceed others in their Grace. and Holinefs: 'And i might mot:
all exceed themfelves if they would? The Law.gives no al-!
lowance for any Fatlings. ‘. And therefoee if “thou: ¢anfl loyei
Godimate, and ferve him better than thou doft, khou: are.
not & Fulffler.of ‘the Law, but a Tranfgee(lor of-it.  Hence’
St. Aiftin in his Gonfeflions, hathia pious Meditation, We:
to’ . our- commendable. Life, if . thou Lord, fetting thy: Mercy.
afide, foovidft examine it acconding ta . the: firick:Rales lof Fue:
LicOundshe L v ;e ol Tl i e g

BRSOV 00 TS DA R B SR
. Secandly, Becanfe of the Gorraption-of ounr-Naturcs, this:
fcgal Perfection cannot be attained in this Life : For we re.
totally depraved: in every Power. and Faculty of our Souls
and every Imagindtion of the Thoughts of our Hearts is on-
ly evib C'Qntinuallfy;-‘ » Our: Underftandings are darkened with
the thick-Mifts of; Ignotance and Erron: Ous Wills ate per-
verted, -and ftand at 3 profefled contradi@ion to. the Holy:
Will of God.: Out Affetions.are become impuré .and den-

fug)'; .our Hearts hard.and infenfible ; -our . Gonfciendesi feai

redand fAinpid-; and otr camnal,:Minds-ate: Bhadity:againds
G035 or shey neithes are. fubjed tafhe Law of God)imearbich
indeed. can o' As the Apoftle- fpeaks;: Rom.: 8. 7i ;) Nowr
whete thege s, this Gorruption of ,Nature,. how.. cam stherel
pofibly be Perfetion of Life ¢ For isehoucan.bring 14 :cleam
thing out of an unclean > Not one. Andq althoug;)t;}ﬁ(sl
Gorsyprion be; haded-Ryldeganemting Kiraen ! yorlisstdwile
lc');x?t in part. Inthe very beft, the Flefh.Gilli luffcold bg2iftl
the Spirit, and the Law of the Members warreth againft the -
Faw-of:he Mind,. fo that thsyeaibat@o: the. xhings Swbich
they. wonld,; ﬂ&dlgf}t‘\.lli)ﬁlﬁ‘xﬁ(uﬂ mmplam flamod. 213l a
. e lgv meadd thisted) That 16 Gormpeian wese pes
fattly rocsed: out of the Heitry iof apyh wind:fuch - amcextraosy
dinsry: meafure.of fan&HyingnGracs, canteroed upon them:,

R Qqq . 3‘3



T2 %A Soemon ont John ».1g. .

" a5 might inable them to perform whatfoover the Law of God
required, and that to the laft degree - of intenfe Love sad
Zeal ; yet would niot this their perfe®. Qbedience ‘amount’
unto 2 legal Righteoufnefs. .. The Reafon is; becaufe the
Law of Warks béing given to Man in his pure and wpright
Eftate, when hohad a connstural Power of his own too
it, ires. Obedicnce to be. performed only: by his: owny
Strem, and allows not the Auxiliaries .of Divine and: Sus
pernatural Grace to inable hira. 1f therefore we fhould
grant, (which yet we deny,) that through fome extraordi-:
nary Affliftance vouchfafed to fome. particular Man, he -
fhould perfectly fulfil the whole Law ; yet this' adtusl Obe-.
dience, becaufe it procoeds wot fromi Onginal Right‘eoufnefs,‘

- and the Reitude of his Nature wherewith he was at firfd
endowed, would not at all avail him to the dbusining of Ju-
fification, according to the Terms.of the Covenant of Works.
For God requires nqy only Paymédnt:of the:Debt of - Obedic
ence,which we owe unto him;: Lutaifo thac ¢ohis Pa tbe
made out of the Stock of thofe Abiliries; which he od
wpon cur Nature in-our firt Creation... Now dlthough it
fhould be poffible for any Man to pay off the Debts of Na- -
tore, with the:Treafares of> Grace received from €htift ; yet:
this would ot fatishie.the. Ob{'?a‘tiwn. of the Lawy fince i
the RHt Covenant it -was agroed bécwoen God and Man, thet.
Paymene fhould be made. out of another Stock; viz. the Pows.

er.and Pree Wﬂl‘zoﬁuncormpce@ Naswre.: .

o o b et saaslung e e s L
|. Weate therefore wider. 3:two-fold- Inpodibility of being
juftified by the Law.; !~ c’;": S o i‘;H:Jf.X y o ng
T PRI LUt SRS s T UL SV S SRR
. Firfl, Becanfe our Qbedienice can-devariia this Lifeattsin
abfolute Pesfeltion ;. bov. Rilf cherel Will- be: Bavltsdnd Flaws
in it from the mixtore of thhé Corruption, which A in.
part remains inthe bel’ and holielt, “who: thierefore ougho
cily toipray, not out of s feignedy m&cmﬂmm?m:
o ity,

-

1
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livy, but:g true and deep Senfe. of ‘their Neceffity ¢ Fargéve

- Secondly, Bocaufs akthough our Obedierioe -dould be pers
not sinbunt-uato = -iegal Rightcoufneh. - - .

DERRRNTILE I PTITEUEE B IS o DRI oo .',,_'f,»""'."{
*- And thuy T have done with the Docirinal pare of thefe
Words; and fhewn you the hmpotency.we all lie under of 2

_ perfoct and exa®Obedience totheLaw.. - -

Firit, Then let this ferve to.-abafe. thd Ptide, sod flain
the Glory of all Fleth. Search into thy felf, O Man : Con-
fider, what art thou, but a Mafs.of Sin,. Rotténnefs and Cor-
ruption ? ‘Refle@ back upon the whole Courfe of thy Life.
How haft thou fpent thofe Years, which. the Patiénce and
long Suffering of God hath fent thec 2 Haft thou not lived
in open defiance with the great God of Heaven, and a con-
tinual Violation of thofe Laws, which his Authority hath
impofed upon thee ? Suffer thy Confcience to awake, and
bring in'its Accompts, : And though it fhould be like. the
unjuit Steward, and fet down fifty. toran hundred, and fmall
Sins for great ;- yet even according o this .Computation,
thou fhalt find thy felf defperately indebted to the Juftict of
God. Read over the black Catalogue of thy cSins; and - fee
with Aftonithment and Horroe how mrocts théu oweft (1. .

A R H
UL

»‘-xFirji, Art thou notlcbﬁhim'ué m:hiyl‘uifdm refoms

ptuous Sins committed againt thy Knowledige, the Checks

and Exclamations of thy Confcience, againft thy nsrutal -
~ Light and Reafon with a deliberate and refolved Wilfulnefs 2

Ben thou haftfeen all the Curfes and Thréitnings of “the
Law ftand ready bent againft chde; ant Hali-fivd flathing-m
thy very Faces wien Confriedoe. . hath xbmmamnded  thee
in-the Nume of the great God to forbeds, and denotinted
Lo Qqq 2 againk

~

fe@ed 5 yeu perfoct Obedionca: without Original - Righteouf
s, il ol
L '
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againft' thee' Wrath and Dieath -if  chow dar'fh: commit it ;:
haft thou not then fallen upon thy Confcience,. violently:
ftoppd its Mouth, yea wounded and ftabbed it, and may
pot;the Blood and:Scars: of e teflific dgaimft-thee ! Yea' to
add Meafure! o .this; “haft thownot frequéntly. relapfed,inte
the Commiffiori ‘af thefé’ frfuimpeuonsiand daring Nins, and
repeated them againft thy Vows, and Proteftations, and -
Prayrers, and feeming Repéntirice ,.anll o ripping) -ope ‘the-
Wounds of thy. Confcienceagain;, -befors they were weld clos
fed, ‘and making them bleed afrefb:2 \Who,of ns. alk-can;;age
quit our felves of Sins againft Knowledge, and Confcience,.
‘chat hve ever had day Kdowledge or Confeience 2™ ° .

L .’\"""'i,\- ’! _,'1,‘.,, Te e N P : N :

- Secondly, ‘The Sins:of Ignerhnce, which you have coma
-mitted are altogecher numberlefs. .."I‘he.soul,,;ngmmux_i‘ A
dark and:confufed Chaos.; and- tintilithe Light: of the go-
Fous Trath-thine Libto:it; Sin add Datydie wndiftingyithed s
and; in'the blindnéfs of ‘our Minds; we oftentigies rake the -
one for the .other. We many. Times tranfgrefs -the ng‘
- becaufe we-know it not; and  many times tranfgrefs it, when’
we intend ito oblerve it;~We hetd: not our. -own: ‘A&iaps;
but let thetn pafs from us without ' Gopfideration oreRefle;
&ion 5.gnd tauly nhc:s:cgtéﬁ'pam of. our Livesis thus ; hude.
died up, without pondering what we-do ; and we are.equaly
Iy ignorannids catelefs; whetheés we'do well or ill. ' And .ja
fuch negleéted iA&ions, 2hd fay: greater-part. muft needs, be
finful : For when we heed -not the Rule, it is hard for usnot -
to: tranfgrefsit: And therefore fdith thePfalmift, Ffalirg.12,
Whocansunderftand bis,Error$:s. Cleanfe thou, me .from fecret
Faults. Addrothis, - ) - o
B R SR I A DN Y P TIRTRRSS f (TSI A
s 1 Thirdly,: All - thy ‘Sins of [nfimity, .and; Weaknefs, Siﬂ;
oo, whichithan Hr¢ besrayed contrary to,thy- Purpofe and Re-
folutions; by the fundden.Surprik :of: a; Temprtion Sigs,
which although they ay: not be:wilful .wd»fggfpmpg;pus,
e oo yet
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- Thoughts,. he fets down. fo many Sins 5 and:
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yet they ! be very grofs and fcandalous, 3s was St ferer’s ‘

Denial of hi¢ Mafter. Caft in alfo, o

"+ Fourthly, All “the Swarms. of thy fecret Sins,. thy vain,

Thoughts.,. and: finfyl; Defires ;¢ Sins  which though  the

- World can take ng Cognizance of them, ' yat gre vifible, .and;

confpicuous to- the Eyes of the All-fecing - God.. He fees 4
finfyl Qbje lying in the Embraces of thy ~Affections ; and
if there be but the leaflt hovering of thy Heart, the leaft
fluttering of thy Thoughts towards Vanity, he remarks it,.
and writes it down in .his Debt-Boal, although: psrhaps hy
Confeience may omit it ; and, .oh, how, vafta. Summ ' thefs
alone amount unto ! Thy Thoughts run as fwift as Time,
and click .as faft ag the Moments. And fuch a giddy, feas
thery,. unconftant Thing is the Mind of Man;, that we can-
nog dwell long upon gny one. Thought ; but whillt ‘we aro
purfyipg ,one, Ten .thoufand; others arife : Qur Thoughts
are [ike tfxofe nu‘mbc;lcﬁg Motes that play-.in a Sun-beam ;-
they flit up ‘and down. in our Minds- without any certain
Scope-ar Defign, .We cannot turn our felves faft enough
fo, them ; . nor, can we think. what we think... But. God
t(sié'w,etﬁ them: all ;* and for fuch -infinite ‘multittdes of

ought ‘and et befides all
ghefe, art thou not confcious to-thy felf. . . . = .
o P I Lo ] N L RSO D o IR
. Fiftbly, Of the Omiffion of many_Holy,Dutics; which:
thou’oughteft to, have performed in, the fevergl Times.-and -

-Seafons when God called for them. . Canft: thow. not . call te -

Mind, that thou, haft.often refrained : Prayer. from God, of

,Cl:lztn'l]tnyrpmhMer;l 3 xheu:-tlﬁg)llftll;alfla not d%;vpdv.llim,. ?fx: hel-

ped themy, whea thou. .mighteft- have. dope. it2 Haft thou:
ot neglected the;Qrdinasces of -Jefly Chritt,, bis Word 1and

a ~upon fmall or-fought Opcafigps,:.orelfe falifh -
Bod rpundel Brchcice. - Endloh & wadd be. ot

¥

odjing allthe Qmuffions we are guilty of ; , which  certainly.

Tl are.
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are manry more then our Duties , afid yet perhaps Tar more’
nUMercus. B L T

Sixthly , all thy Mifcarriages in’ thofe Duties which
thou haft pertbrm:g: the Dulnefs of thy’ Affections, the Va-
grancies of thy Thoughts, thy Hypocrifie and ‘Fermality,
all thy bafe and By-Ends, which like dedd Flies, corrupt the
mmoft precious Ointment, are all Sins, and God's Law cen-
fares and condemns them for fuch. =~ < T
Now, ‘O Sinner, having fucha Load of Guilt wpon thy
Soul,row dareft thou 1ook the holy and juft God in the Face ¢
Confider, O Wretch, what a Life is this-which thou haft
led, that in all the Millions of Thoughts -and Actions thou
" Iaft employed thy felf about, the far greater part fhould be
Sins for the Matter of thern , and- all the reft finful for the
Maaner, ‘Can thy Confeience lie lulled afleep when all thofe
Troops and Armies of Philiftines be upon thee? Awske
yet at length, O ftupid-Soul ! rouze thy felf, and confider
the woful and defperate Eftate in which thou art$ Wonder
no longer at others, that thc‘y comphiin and mourn, ard go
heavily under the burthen of their Sins, and the pangs and
fmart of their Convictions : Mufe not that there fhould te
fome few who with horrour cry out they are undone and
ruined, eternally undone. Alas, wert thou but once fhaken
“put of thy Lethargy, couldft thou but look about thee, and
ferioufly view and ponder the infinite’ multirnde, and the
Nature of thy :Sins, ntthing but the firong Confolations of
God could keep thee from runming up and down diftracted
with the Terrours of the Lord, and with the utmoft hor-
rour and defpair; ‘ctying out, Thow art damn'd, damn’d al-
veady. Butthe Truth is, Men gre dead in Trefpaffes and
 Sms 'y thefe ahﬁ'vihicﬁ;ttc‘ the Caufe of their Milery, keep
thefn from feeling #. But believe it, gg‘u muft-be. convine
ced of - your Sitis either here, -or hereafter.  Confcience will
- revive

——
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d revive in you, if not here, yet in Hell : Nay, it is now wri-
ting) down youp Sins againft you, and drawing up. the Bill of
your Intfictmest ; but as fome ufe fuch Juices, that what they

] write thall aot. be kegible till held to the Fire, fo do many

» Men's Confciences write down their Sins; which, alt h

J they cannot perhaps read them aow, yet they fhall read the- -

k brgs'an_d black Scrall of them, when they hold it againft

% the Flamds of Hhell.: And how fad will-is: be then to know
that you are Simners, when you {hall likewife know that yow
are cteenally damn’d for your Sins? ‘When your Confcienees,.

rs which are now pascesble and gentle, fhallthen on & fudden

" reve and. fhriek, wad fly. in your Faces, shd begin thea (bue:

i then alas too lave ) to _tenrifie and, affght 'you, ‘when there .

is no hope, nor paflibility of Remedy. Be perfuaded there-
| ﬁxe\n:kw to recognize yout Sins,while there is yet hope. The:
Day of Grace is notyet fet upan you; Mercy snd Paadon are
yet offeved to yom ; @nd: thofe Sens which you are conwinced
of by the Seriftmeis of the kaw, you may, if yowwill fetk
is by true Repentknee; obrain Remiffion of through- ths:
Grace and Mexcy.of theGofpel. o0

. Secondly, Areall Tranfgreflors of the Law? Then here fee:
- a wofud ‘Shipwrsck 'of the Hopés and' Confidenees of all Self-
Todticiarics:  Hlence learn, - that an Hooefk; quies; Cimil Life,
free fromthe grofcand feandalonrs Polintians of the: World, is:
i fulicient: Plea; for Heavemy yer this alose. is that which:
atie ‘Genudality of. smmmﬁrcmﬂys; relje: upon..
Wikeir'Livey s darmiefs, theis Bb]'my;jhﬂ% anduprighs ;.
hont cun domplair they ave: wroskg iAoy thesnis dnd.there~
Sove eertainly if God will five any;shey muft. be of the Nam-~
Yet.: A leartily wifh, tharin thefe: Words ] conld have per-
foriugod yow 3 burtraly 1 dowbt that the:molkof you are st
iyed-vokne 5 fag as: Mozlity, mor it artmned:-te the Ho~
sfishofio whoye fhall fatl fhositrof Hedven. '«;ﬁm{far '
Q‘eﬁﬁ\tcmkhh:ﬂy pleied this'{ “peto this Plaa; is¢ irwsl) '

.
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" For, i's=t!lel‘e“ndthi§§ ithat you know by your felves, either
relating to«God er Man,” wherejn'you have. offended 4. Had
Jou neveét fo much'ds 4 Fhought in-you that ﬂiprl}in'wry-?
Have you never-utter'd-a Word that fo much as lifp'd-con
trary tothe holy Law of God: .Did you never do any one
‘A&ionwhich Rurity and danocenck it: fe]f - might not own
Have your Lives{n every pointbeen as firi@ andhaly as the

- Tawiof God ¢omnmiirdsthen to b » If thidw dareftco dffindy
£hi§; thou makeft not thy felt the more innocent.thereby ;
but'the morc unpardonable ; and art a fenflefs fiupid Wreech,
for thinking thy. felf pure and:dlean ; .or :it upon a-natrow-
‘e Searah thou findeft fomd Mifarriages:by thy felf,\remems«
ber thou art yet’but; at ehbThrefhold of thy Heart ; entdr
farther:into thy felf, and thou thalt difcover yet greater Abo-
‘minations. - However, could it be fuppofed that thou art
guilty-but of one Sin, :and that'one the leaft that ever-wis
.committed §. yet' this one Sin - makes thee . Tranfgreffor of
‘the Law, “and the Guile.of it-.can néver be exkpiated; by.any
thing “which ‘thou canlt either "do or fuffer § but eterhal
Death and Wrath muft be thy Portion, unlefs the. Blood of
Jefus Chrift purge theefrom it.
T T T TN B RN P BT AL YT
~.. Thirdly;-Sectthenwhat abfoliste:nced twe: all flandin-of

-Jefus Chrift: ::Not -only ithofc amengft -us-whofe Lives liave
been openly grofs>and ftandalous ; . but:even thofealfowho
.are’ the -foft circumfpe®-and carefid in.. their., Walkings.
~Though they do moet:wallow, and:rollchemfelves: in she
: ogimonipailutions of tite Woeld ;- lyktitis noe podible;-but
~thatlind dircyla Réad theysmulk be.befpirkied, and their
-Gatfnents fpotted 'with: the Fleth. .. Abloluté PerfeRion i5-8
- State rather ¥ bewiflid fbr, -than. énjoy'd-inithis Life ; the
-utmoft-wé carf hereatraininnto, >is,. ‘not tto domenit profir
~pruots Sind;nonto atiew -our felvies W any; whico theovgh
~Inligmicy wedoidofomirxlieiin! 1Bdt moneol cls Sina, whe
* thir of Prefunifitiod; oroef Wedkinefsly wihethdr!of Jgaorangs,
ca o’r
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or againft Knowledge ; whether the Sins of our Thoughts,
or of our A&ions, can be pardoned” without—the Bloud of

- God, and the Suﬁéring‘s of our Almighty Saviour. It is the

fame precious Bloud that fatisfied God’s Juftice for the Adul-
tery and Murther of David,-the Inceft of Lo#, the Perjury
of Peter, that muft fatisfie it likewife for thy vain and foo-
lith Thoughts;” and rath and fdle Words; if everthowart fa-
ved.~ For without Bloud thre js no Rm'i}mn, Heb. 9. 22. And
without Remiffion’there can'be no Salvarton, Aés 22. 18. And
indeed this is one of the_great and main Ends of giving the
Law, that the Neceffity, and All-fufficicacy of Chrift tofavc
us,, may be rendered the more confpicuous. ~ Thus faith the

‘Apottle, Rom. x0. 4. Christ is the End.of. the Law for Righ-

teoufefS, to every one that believeth. The Taw was given
us, . not that we fhould feek Juftification by obfervance of it ;
but finding itimpoffible to be: juftified-by fulfilling of it, we
fhould thereby be driven unto Chrift’s Righteoufnefs, who
hath both fulfilled it in himfelf, and fatisfied for our tranf-
grefling it : And therefore faith the fame Apoftle, Ga/. 3.24.
Zhe Lawwas our Schoolmafler to bring us to Chrift, that we
might be juftified by Faith. To this end wis it promulga-
teC§ that feeing the Multiplicity and Stri&nefs of its Com-
mands,the rigour & uttey infupportablepéfs of its threatnings,
and being withal fenfibly convinced 6f out ‘'own Weaknefs
and impotency to fulfil the Commands érjoyried, and there-
upon, of our.liablencfs to undergo the Penalty threatned,
we might thereby be frighted and terrified, and' as- it were,
by a School-mafter, swhipt unto Chiift;;to find that Righte-
oufnefs in him that may anfwer “all the Demands of the
Law; which in our felves we could not find. And whilft
we make this ufe of the Law, we bring it to be fubfervient to
the Gofpel. T |
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