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A Difcourfe upon Providence.

| Motth. x. 29, 30.
Are not two Sparrows [old for a Farthing? and one

of them [ball nat fall on the ground without your
Father.

But the very Hairs of your Head are all numbred.

-l WHe Myflery of God’s Providence, next to that
- of Man’s Redemption, - is the moft Sublime and
~ Infcrutable. ’Tis eafie in both to run our felves

off our Reafon.” For as Reafon confefleth it felf

ata lofs when it attempts a fearch into thofe Eternal de-
crees ofele&in‘g Sinners to Salvation, anddefigning Chrift
to fave them, fo muft itlikewife when it attempts to trace
out all thofe entangled Mazes and Labyrinths wherein the
Divine Providence walks. We may fooner tire reafon in
fuch a purfuit than fatisfie it, unlefsit be fome kind of fatis-
faction when we have driven it to a Non-plus,to-relieve our
felves with an § 2400 ; O the depth of the Wifdom and
Knowledge of God! How unfearchable are his Judgments
and his ways paft finding out! This knowledge therefore
being too wonderful for us, I fha]l not prefume to conduct
zlou into that fecret Place, that pavillion of Clouds, and
rrounding Darknefs where God fits holding the Rudder
of the World, and ftecring it through alt the Floatings of
Cafyalty and Contingency to his own foreordained ends,
where he grafps and turns the great Engine of Nature in
his hands, faftening one Pin, and loofing another, mo-
ving. and removing the feveral Wheels of 1t, and framing
the whole according to the Eternal Idea of his own under-
' Mm 2 {tanding.
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ftanding.  Let us content us, to confider fo much of God’s -
Providence as may affe@ us with comfort in refleing on-
that particular care which he takes ofus, rather than with
wonder and aftonithment by too bold‘a prying irto thofe
hidden methods whereby he exercifeth it.

Our Saviour Chrift in this Chapter giving Commiffion
to his Apoftles, and fending them forth'to preach the Go-
{ﬁ@l,-‘obvia_te‘s an. Objetion they might make, concerning

e great danger that would certainly attend fuch an under-
taking: To fend them upon. fuch anhated employment,
would be no other than to thruft them upon the Rage and
Maliee of the World, to fend them forthr as Sheep into the
midft of Wolves, who would doubtlefs worry and devour
them ; fure we are to heve our Meflage derided, our Per-
fons injured, and that holy name of thine- on which we -
fummon them to believe,Btafphemed and Reviled ; and tho -
our word may prove a word of life to fome few of the
Hearers, yet to us whoare the Preachers of it, it will prove
no ether than Death. A vile and wretched world the
whileft, when the Gofpel of Peace and Reconciliation fhall

- thus flir up Enmity and Perfecution againft the Embaffa-

dours, who are appointed. to Proclaim 1t!
Now to this our Saviour Anfwers.
- Firft, By fhewing what the extent of their Adverfaries
power is, how far it can reach, and what mifchief it can -
do when God permits it to rage to the very utmoft. And .
this he doth in the 28¢h. Verfe, the verfe immediately fore-
going the Text: Fear not them who kill the Body,. but are
wot able to kill the Soul. Or as St. Luke expreficth it, Chap.
12 4 They can kill the Body, but after that, have uo more -
shey can do.  Alas, arc fuch Men to be feared, who when
they do their worft, can only deftroy. your worft part,
which if they do not, yet Accidents or Difeafes will > What,
are your Bodies but Cloggs to your Spirit, and Prifons to
~your Souls 2 And certainly thofe Enemies are not vegc')" at};c;r-,
: midable,. .
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midable, who when they moft think to hurt you, only.
knock off your Clogg, or break open your Prifon and let.
your Souls efcape to their defired liberty. -

Secondly, Our Saviour anfwers that though they can-
Kill the body when Ged permits them ; yet they cannot fo-
much as touch it without his permifflion.. And this he doth-
in-the words of my Text, by fhewing how pun&ual and
particular God’s providence is, even over the {fmalleft, and
thofe that feem the moft trifling occurrences of the World;
a Sparrow, whofe price is but mean; two of them valued -
ata Farthing, which fome make to be the tenth part of a.
. Roman penny, and was certainly one of their leaft Coins,..
whofe life therefore is but contemptible, and whofe flight .
feems butr giddy and at random ; yet it falls not to the ground, .
neither lights any where without your Father. His all-wife.
providence hath before appointed what bough- it fhall .
pitch on; what grains it fhall pick up, where it fhall lodge, ..
and where it fhall build, on what it fhall live, and when.
it fhall die. And if your Fathers providence be fo Criti-.
cal about the fmall concernments even of Sparrows; fear .-
oot ye, for you are of more value than many Sparrows,: .
yea, of more value than many Men.

Our Saviour adds, The very hairs of - your head are all.
numbred: God keeps an account even of that ftringy:
_Excrement. He knows how many fall off, and the precife
number of thofe that remain : and no wonder that he knows.
the number of our Sins, which are far more. '

Hence we learn that God governs the meaneft, the moft-:
inconfiderable, and contemptible Occurrencesin the World .
by an exa¢t and particular Providence. Do yon fee thou-.
fand little Motes and Atomes wandring up and down in a
Sun-beam? It is God that fo peoples it; and he guides
their innumerable and irregular ftrayings. Not a Duft:
flies in a beaten Road ; but God raifeth it, condu@s its un-
eertain motion, and by his particular care.conveysit to the -

* certain -
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certain place he had before appointed for it, nor fhall the
moft fierce and tempeftuous wind hurry it any farther.
And if God’s care and providence reacheth thus to thefe
minute things, which are but as it were the circumftances
of Nature; and little acceffaries to the World, certainly
Man who is the head and Lord of it, for whofe fake and
fervice other Creatures were formed, may very well be
confident that God exercifeth an efpecialand meft accurate
provideace over him, and his affairs.

By this you fee what the fubjet is intended to treat of,
-even the over-ruling and all difpofing providence of God,
‘nota Sparrow, not a hair of your heads falls to the ground
‘without your Father.

But before I proceed farther, T muft take notice of two
‘things in the words. - o ’

Firft, That our Saviour fpeaking here of the providence.
-of God, -aferibes to hjm the name of our Father: God hath

many names and titles attributed unto him in the Scrip-
tures ; as Father, Lord, Creator, Redeemer, Judge, King
and God. But God is 2 word timt denotes his Effence,
Lord is a title of his Dominion, Creator marks.out his om-
nipotence, Redeemer commends his Love, Judge is 2 name.
of fear and aftonifhment, and King is a tifle of Royal Ma-
jelty: But this indearing name of Father fignifies unto us
his providence, for from him as from a Father-do we ex-
pect and receive guidance and government.

Secondly, Whereas nothing comes to pafs without our
Heavenly Father, this may be underftood three ways;
without his permiffion, without his ordination, and con-
currence, without his over-ruling and direing it to his
-own ends. '

Firft, No evil comes to pafs without his permiffive

providence. N '

Secondly, No good comes to pafs without his ordaining

Thirdly,

and concurring providence.
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Thirdly, NOthmE whether good or evil comes to
without the over-ruling Providence of our Father, guicggg
snd dire&ting it-to his own ends. But concerning this
diftinion of permiffive, concurring and over ruling Provi-
derce, I fhall have occafion to fpeak more hereafter. My
work at prefent fhall be,

Firft, To defcribe unto you what the providence of Ged -
is-in the general notion thereof.

Secondly, To prove that all affairs and occurrences in
the World, are guided and governed by Divine Providence.:

Thirdly, To anfwer fome puzling queftions and doubts-
eoneemingethe Providence of God, and fome obje@ions
that may be made againtt it.

. Firft, Let us fee what providence is. Take it in this de--
fcription: Providenceis an A& of Ged, whereby accord. -
ing to his-eternal and moft wife Counfel, he preferves and
governs all things, and directs them all to their- ends, .
but chiefly to his. own glory. o , ‘

This providence confifteth in two things Prefervation
and Government of his Creatures.

_ Firft, One remarkable A& of the Providence of God is -
the prefervationof his Creatures in their beings, He pre-
ferves them, . , .

Firft, In their {pecies and kind, .by the conftant fucceffi-:
on of them onc after another; {o that though the individu-
als of them are mortal and perifh, yet the fpecies or kind
isimmortal. There is no kind of Creature thatwas at firft
made by God, but it ftill contirmmeth to this very day, and
fhall fo do te the end of the World. And truly it is. the
wonderful Providence of God thus to- perpetuate the Crea:
tion; that whereas we fee an Inbred enmity in fome forts:
of Creatares againtt others, yet his Wifdom fo fiway's their -
mutual antipathies, that none of them fhall ever prevail
204 total Extirpation and Deftru@ion of the other.

Secondly, He preferves them likewife by his providence.

: 10
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in their.individual and particular beings, while they have
a room to fill up, and an Office to difcharge in the Uni-
verfe. Each Fly and Worm, as well as Man (who is but
the greater Worm of the two) hatha work todo in the

“World; and till that be finifi'd God fuftains its being : Nor
> fhall the weakeft Creature be deftroyed, within the prefixed

time that God hath fet to its duration. There are none of us
here alive this day but have abundant caufe thankfully to

~acknowledge the powerful and merciful providence of God

in preferving us 1n, and refcuing us from many dangers
and deaths to which we ftood expofed. It is only his Vifi-
tation that “hath hitherto preferved our Spirits, and te
kis never failing providence we owe it that fuch frail and
feeble Creatures, who are liable to be crufh’d before the
“Moth, liable to fo many difeafes and accidents, have yet
a name among the Living, and have not yet failed from

-off the face ot the Earth.

Secondly, AsGod preferves,fo he governs all things by his
providence; and this Government confifts in two things.
Dire@ion of the Creatures acions, and diftribution of re-
wards and punithments according to the A&ions of his ra-
tional Creatures.

Firft, God by his governing providence direés all the
A&ions of his Creatures, yea, and by the fecret, but effi-
-cacious illapfe and penetration of the Divine Influence; he

werfully fwaysand determines them which way he plea- -
feth. And from this part of his Providence, brancheth
forth ‘his permiffion of Evil A&ions, and his concurrence
to good, both by the afliftance of his common and like-
wife of his fpecial Grace; and laftly, his general influence
into all the Acions of our Lives; all which weare inabled
to perform by the Almighty power of the Divine Provi-

- dence, which as at firft it beftowed upon us natural facul-

ties; fo by a conftant concurrence dothexite and affift
‘thofe faculties to their refpe@ive operations. ‘
S&Oﬂd‘}'v
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"Secondly, God by his governing providence diftributes
rewards and punifhments according to our a@ions: And
this part of his providence is oftentimes remarkable even
in this prefent Life, when we fee retributions of Divine
‘Mercy and Vengeance, fignally proportioned according to
‘Mens demerits, but the mere efpecial manifeftation and ex-
ecution of it is commenly adjourned to the Life to come;
and then all the feeming inequalities of God's difpenfations
here will be fully adjufted in the eternal recompence of the -
Godly, and eternal punifhment of the wicked and impeni-
-tent.

. ‘Now by this Almighty providence God over-rules and
fivays all things to his own glory. There is nothing comes
to pafs, but God hath his ends in it, and will certainly
make his own ends out of it; though the World feem to
run at random, and affairs to be hudled togecher in blind
confufion and rude diforder; yet God feesand knows the
Concatenation of all caufes and effe@s, and fo governs
them, that he makes a perfe harmony out of all thofe
feeming Jarrings and Difcords. As you may obferve it in-
the wheels of 2 Watch, though they all move with con-
trary motions one to the other, yet they are ufeful and ne-
- ceffary to make it go right: {o is itin thefe inferiour things,
the proceedings ot Divine providence,are all regular and or-
derly to his own ends, in all the thwartings and contrarieties
of fecond caufes. We have this exprefs'd in that myfterious
Vifion, Ecclef. 1. 18. where the providences of God arefet
forth by the Emblem of a Wheel within a Wheel, one in-
terfecting and croffing another; yet they are defcribed to
- be full of eyes round about. What is this,but to denote un-
to us, that though providences areas turning and unftable
as Wheels ; though they are as thwart and crofs as one
Wheel withinanother, yet thefe Wheelsare all Nailed round
with Eyes ; God fees and chules his way in the moft in-
tricate and intangled providences that are; and fo governr1
Nn a
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all things, that whilfteach purfues its own inclination, they
are all over-ruled to promote his glory. This is providence,
the two great parts of which are prefervation and Govern-
ment; and the great end of both thefe the glory of the Al-
mighty and All-wife God. And this is it which our Saviour
fpeaks of when he tells the Fews, Fobw 5. 17. My Father
werketh hitherto (viz in preferving and governing his
Creatures) and 7 work. A

Secondly, The fecond General propounded, was to de-
monttrate to you, That all thingsin the World are gover-
ned by the Divine Providence. The OId Philofophers a-
rhong the FHeathens, had very different notions concern-
ing the Government of the World.  Some held that all
things were governed by an imperious and inevitable fate
to which God himfelf was Subject : So Chryfippus, and the
Stoicks. Others thought that all was left to blind chance,
and whatfoever came to pafs here below was only cafual
and fortuitous ; fo the Epiureans: Others that the great
Gud regarded only tie more glorious affairs of Heaven,
but had committed the care of Earthly comcernments wnto
- inferiour Spirits as his under Officers and Deputies : So
motft of the Plaroaifts, though their mafter was Orthodux.
Others,that God’s providence reached only to the great and
important nmatters of this World ; but that it was toomucha
difparagement to his infinite Majefly to look after the mo-
tion of every Straw and Feather, and to take care of every
trivial and inconfiderable Occurrence in this World.  So -
{peaks Cicero -in his Book o mutara Deorsm, Magna Dii
carant, parva weglignat. [vide Ariawi Epiclet. lib. v.cap. 12.]
How much better 1 that mofk excellent faying of St. Anfiin,
T fic caras wawmgnemg; wofirum, tewguam [olwm ceres, & fic
ommes tangnam fingulss. God takes as mmuch care of every
particular, asif each were alf, and as much care of alf, s
i all wese but one particulss..

And
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And to demonftrate this all-difpofing providence of God,
I fhall take two ways. i

Firft, From the confideration of the nature and perfeci-
on of the Deity. ‘

Secondly, From the contemplation of that beguty and
order which we may obferve in the World.

It is moft neceffary that we fhould have our hearts well
Eftablifh’d in the firm and unwavering belief of this truth,
that whatfoever comes to pafs, be it good or eyil, we may
- look up to the hand and difpofal of all, to God; and if it be
good, may acknowledge it with praife; if evil, bear it with
patience ; fince he difpenfeth both the one and the other;
the good to rewardus, and the evil to try us.

ng:lV firft, To demonttrate it from the being and nature
of God.
- This I fhall do in thefe following Propofitions, which I
thall lay down as fo many fteps and gradations.

Firft, That there isa God is undoubtedly clear by the
light of Nature. Never was there any People fo barbarous
and ftupid, but did firmly affent to this truth without any
other proof than the deep imprefs upon their hearts, and
the obfervation of vifible obje@s, that there was a Deity.
*Tis neither a Problem of reafon, nor yet firi&ly an Ar-
ticle of Faith, but the unforced di®ate of every Man's
Natural Confcience; where Confcience is not violently per-
verted, and under the force of thofe vices, whofe intereft
it is that there thould be no God. Never was there any
Nation that worfhipp’d none,but their great fottithnefs was,
that they worthipp'd many. ‘ ‘

Secondly, As all confefs there is a God, fo likewife that
this God muft neceflarily have in himfelf all perfe&ions,
as being the firft Principle and Source of all things. All
thefe perfections of Wifdom, Power, Knowledge, or the like,
that we fee feattered up and down gmong the Creatures,
muft all be concentred in God; and that ih a far more

Nn2 eminent
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eminent degree, becaufe whatever ‘is found in Creatures - is-
but derived and borrowed from him, and therefore it muft
needs follaw, that becaufe it.is of more perfection to be
infinite in each perfeGtion; therefore God is- infinite in
them all.

Thirdly, Ameng all the perfe@ions that are difperfed a-
mong the Creatures, the moft excellent is knowledge and
underftanding: For this.is a.property that agrees only to
Angels and Men, who are the top and flower of the Crea-
tion; and therefore certainly. this perfeGtion of the Crea-
tures is to be found in Ged : yea, and that infinitely. His
knowledge and wifdom therefore is infinite.

Fourthly, His knowledge being thus infinite, he:both
knows himfelf, and all other.things in himfelf.

Firft, God perfe@&ly knows himfelf, he knows the
boundlefs extent. of-his own being, and though he be infi-
nite and incomprehenfible to all others, yet is he finite and
comprehended to himfelf: and hence it follows,.

Secondly, That he knows particularly all other.things.
For if he knew himfelf perfe&ly,. he-muft needs know all
things befides himfelf ; becaufe none can perfettly know
himfelf, that doth not fully know all that his power
and ftrength can reach unto. But now. there is nothing
which the power. of God cannot reach, . for.by his power
lic Created all things. And therefore knowing his own
Effence which is the caufe of all, he knows every thing in
the fecundity of his-Effence. Thus we have.demonftrated
it from_the principles cf Reafon, that Ged neceffarily.
knows all things. But providence denotes more tham
knowledge. And therefore,

Fifthly, This. knowledge that- is-in God, is not like
that which we acquire ; ’tis not a-knowledge that depends
upon - the objects known, and forms Idca’s from the con-
templation of things already exifting. But it is like the -
knowledge of an Artificer which caufeth and produc:tht :
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the things itcomprehends. God knows them before they are;

and by knowing them bri%s them to pafs. God knows -
e

all'things faith St. Auftin, dé Trinitat. 15. Not becaufe they
are, but therefore they are becanfe God kwew them. So that

his eternal knowledge and underftanding gives being to«
every thing in the World.

Sixthly, It appertains to him who gives being to 2 -
thing to preferve and govern it.in its being.  And there- -
fore God giving being to all things, he alfo doth maintain
and provide for them. ’Tis the very Law of Nature that-
he hath imprinted upon-all his Creatures,. to provide tor-
their own Offfpring. We fee with what follicitous af-

feGion and tendernefs, even brute and irrational Creatures -

do it. We are all the Off-fpring of God, and he our com-
mon Parent.. And therefore certainly he who hath infpi-
red fuch Parental care in all things elle, doth him{elf much
more take care to give Education to all to which he hath -
given being, . ‘ , '

Thus you fec is proved that Ged’s Providence reacleth -
unto..all things. It might likewife be.démonftrated from -
God’s omniprefence. He is prefent every where, with, and
. in all his Creatures,.and certainly he is not with them as--
an idle and unconcerned fpe@ator, but as the diré&er, .
and governour of their A&ions. But I fhall proceed to
the fecond fort of Arguments.to. prove the Divine pro-
vidence. - ’

And thofe are taken from the confideration of the frame
and Compages of the World, thebeauty and harmony which
we fee in Nature.The World isa Book wherein we may cleai-
ly read the wonderful Wifdom of God. There is no Creature
that doth not proclaim aleud, that God is the wife Crea-
tar and Gavernour of .it. Who hath Gilded the Globe of
the Sun and put on his Rays; Who hath fet its bounds,
and meafured out its race, that it thould without failing,
without error or miftake, know: how to make its dagy andl

- S nnual -
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Annual returns, and divide out times and feafons to the
World? Whe hath given 3 particular Motion to all 3;0:
Voluminous Orbs ot Heaven, and teat out a path-for
every Star to walk in? Who hath fwathed in the great
and proud Ocean, with a Girdle of Sand, and reftrains the
Waves thereof, that though they be higher than the Land,

“yet they fhall not overflow it?  Who poifeth the oppofiti-

ons and contrarieties that are in Nature in fo even a ba-
lance, that none of them fhall ever prevail to & total De-
ftru&ion of the other? Who brings up the great Family of
brute Beafts without tumult and diforder ? .Do not all

. thefe great and wonderful works fpeak forth the watchful
-Providence of God; who as he makes them by his word,
- {o ftill governs them by his Power? Therefore -whatfo-
. ever we receive beneficial from them, whatfoever feems
- to provide for our neceffities or conveniencies ; it is God
- that hath fo difpenfed the Government of the World as to
- make it ferviceable. If the Heavens turn and move for us,

if the Stars asfo many burning Torches lightus in the ob-
fcurity of the Night ; if the Angels proteét and defend us,

- let us acknowledge all this from the Providence of God

only. It is he that turns the Heavens round their Axis:

‘He. lights up ' the Stars, he commands the Angels to be
' Miniftring Spirits, Guards, and Centinels about us. If

the Fire warm us, the Air refreth us, the Earth fup-

. port us, it is God that hath kindled the Fire, that hath

fpread forth the Air, ftablifh’d the Earth upon the Pillars

-of his own decree that it fhould not be fhaken. And let

us know too that when we want thefe Creatures for our

fuftentation, if the Heavens, if the Angels, if the Earth,

if the Sea, if all things fhould fail us, yea, bandy and fet
themfelves againft us, yet God who provides for us by

«them, can alfo if he pleafe provide for us without them.

Thus we have difpatch’d the two general inquiries, and

-have defcribed and demonftrated unto you the Divine Pro-
vidence. ' The
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The third which remains, is to anfwer fome queftions
and doubts which may be mede, and have. indeed been
frongly urged againft the Government of the World by
Providence.

As Firft, If the World be governed by Prbvidence ,

whence comes it that wicked and ungodly Men flourifh
and profper? that God fhines upon their Tabernacles, and
drops fatnefs upon all their paths? Whereas on the con-

mty the Godly are often expofed to Poverty, Contempt, .
Reproaches, perfecuted by Men, aﬂ-]i&cdel}y God. Would
s,

it not be asagreeable to the Divine goodnefs, to caft abroad

the Wealth, the Pomp, and Glory of this World with an -
undeciding hand, leaving Men to fcramble for them as .
they can, as that he thould with a particular and ftudied :
care advance thofe who coatema him, and crufh thofe .-

who humbly truft and depend upon him: Can I think

the World is governed by the Providence of a juft God,

when ufually unjuft Mea gavern the World under him :
When fwaggering Sinners, who defpife him have power

likewife so controul others 2 - Is it Wifdom to put a Sword

into that hand which will turn the poins -of it againft the
giver2  Or Juftice to impower them to- all thofe Aés of

Rapine, Violence, and Oppreflion, which they: commit 2 -

And fhall we call that Providence which is neither wife nor
juft » - One hath an. unexhaufted ftore to-fupply his diffo-

lute Luxury and Riot, another fcarce necefiaries to main--
tain a poor Life fpent in the commands of G.d. Herea -
wicked Dives, who worthipped no other God but his own

Belly, feafls delicioufly every day ;. whileft aGodly: Lazaras .
Rarves at this glutton’s Gate, and entertains the Dogs with -
}m of his Sores. - And what, doth God’s particular carc -

the glutton’s Table with dayly excefs, who will

not give the remaiping Scraps to God’s Children? If there -

be Divine Providence in this, what is Leceme- of the Di-

vige Equity > This inequality of Affairs. feems to per-.
T Yo fwade ::
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-fwade that it is not the Holy and Righteous God of Hea-
~ven, but rather the God of this World, that Governs the
..concerns of it, and that ke fpoke truth, when he told our

Saviour, Luke . 6. The Power and Glory of this World is
- delivered unto me, and to whomfoever I wzﬂy I give it.

" 'Now to Anfwer this. Firft, This quarrel is not only of
late commenced againft Heaven; but it hathbeen the com-
plaint of all‘Ages. It raifed controverfies among the very

" Heathens themfelves, fome of them upon this ground de-
~nying, and others again by-whole treatifes defending the
Government of the World by -Providence. And no wonder
it “fhould puzzle them, fmce the very beft of God’s Saints
and Servants have likewife ftumbled at this ftone of offence.
Thus -the Plalmift, Pfaim. 73.2, 3, &c. As for me'my
-Feet were almoft gone, my fleps bad well nigh flipt : For I
“was envious at the Foolifb, when I faw the profperity of the
Wicked. So likewife the Prophet Feremy, 1. 1. Righteous art
thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee, yet let me talk with thee
of thy Judgment : Wherefore doth the way. of the wicked
profper > Wherefore are all they happy that deal very trea-
‘cheroufly > This therefore is an old grief, which in arfl’ Ages
- of the World hath been complained of. And ‘though -at
firft fight it feems to confute the Providence of God, yet
if we more narrowly confider it, ’tis a ftrong confirmation
of it. For fince vertue and goodnefs is fo defpicable a
-thing in the World; fince holy and good Men have been
always injured and perfecuted, certainly were there not
-an allwife providence that finds out ways and mcans
of its own to counterpoife thefe difadvantages, and
~to preferve them amidft the rage and hatred of their im-
placable Enemies, long ere this there had been none of
them left, either to have fuffered, or complained. Were
‘there no other argument to prove that God governs the

" ‘World, this would fuffice, even, That his Servants have
‘been continually opprefled 1n it, yet never could be rooted
' out
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-out of it Though Mes and Devils have combined toge-
ther againft them, and God ( as they have complained )
hath deemed to sbandon them; yet fuch a fencelefs and
forlorn generation as this, - hath been hitherto, and fhall
ftill be preferved to the very end of the World. Doth not
this fpeak forth the Power and care of Almighty God, thus
to keep a buth unconfumed in the midft of fre> to pre-
ferve fuel untouch’d in the very embraces of flames?
Secondly, God doth chaftife his own People, and pro-
{per the wicked, that he might thereby retifie our Judg-
ments, and teach us not to account adverfity the greateft
Evil, nor yet profperity the chiefeft Good. For certainly
were they {o, only the Righteous fhould enjoy the Gran-
deur, Pomp, and Glory of this World, and only the
wicked and ungadly bacome miferable. Concerning this,
St. Auftin, {peaks excellently in his yoth. Epittle, © Worldly
“ things, faith he, are in themfelves but indifferent, and good
“andevilonly as they are improved,but leaft they fhould be
““thought.always evil, therefore God fometimes gives them
“ to thefe who are good, and leaft they :thould be thoughr
“* the highefl and the chiefeft good,they are fometimes given
“to thofe who are evil. And a like faying to this hath Se-
neca, inhis Book de prevident. cap. 5. There is no fuch way.
to traduce the Riohes, the Homours, the Pleafures of this
Life, thofe vain nothings which are fo earneftly defired,
and eagerly purined by the moft, no fuch way to beat
down their price in the efteem of all wife and good Men,
as for God to beftow thofe upon the vileft, which he fome-
«imes denies to the beft and Hotieft. '
Thirdly. When:God beftows any temporal good thing
upon Wwicked and umgodly Men, he gives it as their
Portion ; and when he brings any calamity on his own
Children, he infls it for their eryal. Is it not ordinary
that a Servant receives. more for wages, than a Son may
‘bave for the prefent at his. own command 2 God is the
Oo Fathery
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Father, and beuntiful maintainer of the whole Family both
in Heaven and Earth; a Father to the Faithful, a Lord
and Mafter over all. He may give his Slaves large wages,
when his own- Children poffibly have not fo much in hand.
Is he therefore hard or unjuft? No: The inheritance is
theirs, and that is kept in reverfion for them. What
wicked Men poflefs of this World, is all that ever they can
hope for. Why fhould we grudge them filled bags, or
fwelling Titles!. ’Tis their whole Portion. They now re-
ceive their good things. Haft thou Food and Cloathing?-
That is Childrens fare: Eavy not ungodly Men, who
flaunt it in the Gallantry of the World. They have more
than you ; but ’tis 2ll they are like to have: The Pfalmift
gives us an account of their Eftate, Pfalm. 17. 14. They
are the Men of this World, who have their Portion in this
Life, whofe bellies God filleth with bis bid Treafure : whereas
thou, @ Chriftian, who pofefleft nothing, art Heir ap-
parent of Heaven, Coheir with Jefus Chrift, who is the
heir of all things, and haft: an infinite Mafs of Riches-laid
upfor thee: So great and infinite thav al the Stars of
Heaven are too few to account it by. You- have no rea-
fon to complain of being kept fhort.; for all that God hath
is yours: Whether Profperity or Adverfity, Life or Death,
all is yours. What God gives is for your comfort, what
he denies or takes away is for your.tryal; it is for the in-
creafe of thofe graces which are far more gracious than any
temporal enjoyment. If by feeing wicked and ungodly
Men flow. in wealth .and eafe, when- thou art- forced ‘to.
ftrugle againft the inconveniencies and difficulties of a
Eftate, thou haft learnt an Holy coatempt and difdain of
the World, believe it God hath herein . given thee more,
than if he had given thee the World. it felf.

Fourthly, God doth many times even.in this World ex-
pound the myftery of his Providence, by the fatal and
dreadful overthrow. of thofe wicked Men whom he for a while

{uf--
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fuffered to profper. The triumph of the wicked , faith,
Job, 20. 5. is fhort. At longeft it is but fhort, becaufe

meafured cut by a fhort Life. Now is their triumph, kLere-
~ after their torment: But many times God brings them to

ruine evenin this Life. He turns the Wheel of Providence

and makes it pafs over thofe who but a while before fet

vaunting a top of it. And then wilt theu doubt whether

God governs the World by Providence? Wilt thou -
doubt whether God be juft in fuffering wicked Men to pro-
fper and flourifh  God lifts them up on high, only that
he may caft them down with the more terrible fall. When
the workers of iniquity profper (faith the Plalmift Pfalm.
97.2.) it isthat they might be deftroyed for ever. Now
‘when God comes thus to execute Judgment upon them
thofe who queftioned the Providence of God in their ad-
wancement, will the more glorifie itin their downfal. The
Righteous fhall fee it and be glad, and fhall fay, verily there
is a reward for the Righteous, verily there is a God that
Judgeth in the Earth, Pfalm 8. x1.

Fifthly, If God doth not clear up. this inequality of his
providence in this Life, yet he will certainly do it at the
day of Judgment. And indeed the ftrange difpenfation of
Aflairs in this World, is an Argument that doth convia-
cingly prove that there fhall be fuch a day, wherein all the
Jrvalucra and intanglements of providence fhall be clearly
unfolded. Then fhall the riddle be diffolved, why God
hath given this and that profane wretch fo much Wealth,
and fo much power to do mifchief. Is it not thatthey
-might be deftroyed for ever? Then fhall they be called
to ¢ {tri& account for all that plenty and profperity for
which they are now envied: and the more they have
-abufed, the more dreadful will their condemnation be. Then
it will appear that God gave them not as mercies, but as
Anares. "Tisfaid Pfalm. 11. 6. That God will rain on the wicked
-Snares, Fire, and Brimfbone, and am horrible tempeft. When

: Qo2 '
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he fcaters abroad the defwreable things of this World:
Riches, Honours, Pleafures, (. then he rains {nares upon
them: and when he fhall call them to aa account for
thefe things, then he will rain upon them Fire and Brim-
ftone, and an horrible tempeft of hiswrath and fury. Dives
who carowfed on Earth,yet ia Hell could not obtainfo much
as one poor drop of Water so cool his fcorch’d and flaming
Tongue. Had not his excefs and intemperance been fo
great in his Life, his fiery thir{t had not beea fo tor-
menting after Death. And therefore in that fad Item that
Abraham gives him, Luke 36. 5. he bids him remember,
that thou in thy Life time receivedft thy good things, and
likewife Lazarus Evil things; but now he is comfarted,
and thow termented. [ look upon this as a mofl bitter
and & moft deferved Sarcafme, upbraiding him for his grofs
folly, making the trifles of this Life his good things:
Thou haft received thy good things, kw mow sheu art
tormented. Oh, never «ll Dives’s Purple and delicious
fare good things, if they thus end in torments! Was it
good for him to be wrapt in Purple, who. is now wrapt
in Flames > Was it good for him to fare delicioufly, who
was only thereby fatted up againft the day of flaughter +-
Could you lay your Ears to Hell Gates, you might hear
many of the Grandees and Potentates, the great and Rich
ones of this World Curfing all their Pomp aad Bravery,
and withing they had been the moft defpicable of all thofe
whom they once hated, opprefs'd and injured: And as it
will appear at that day that none of the enjoyments of
this World are good to wicked Men ; fo that none of thoft -
Affl:i&tions and Calamities which good Men fuffer are Evil..
Lazarus’s Sores are not Evilfince now every Sore is turned .
into a_Star. His lying proftrate at the Rich Mifers door -
15 not Evil, fince now he lies in Abrabam’s Bofom: And .
this day all thefe intricacies of Providence will be- made -
»lain, and we fhall have other apprehenfions of things,
. than .
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than: what we ‘hqve at_prefent. ) Now we call Profperity , .
Riches, and Abundance; Good things; aad Want, and Af
fiction, Evil. But whes we come to coafider thefe with -
relation to Eternity, the tmue {tandard to meafure them by,
then Poverty may be aMercy,and Richesa Judgment ; God
may blefs oneby AffliGions,and Curieanothar by Profperity : -
ke may beftow more upon us in fuffering us to want, than-
if he fhould give us the ftoreand tresfures of all the Earth.
And certainly whatever our' thoughts of it ate now, yet
within awhile this: will be the Judgment of us all. When -
we are once Jodged in our Etennal State, . then we fhall ac-
knowledge that nothing in. this World' deferved the name -
of good; but as it promoted our etermal Happinefs, nor of .
evil, but as it tends to Etetnal mifery.. - : - .
And thus you fee this grand ObjeGtion anfwered, and the: -
Providence of God cleared from . that unjuftice which we
are ap¢ peavithly to-imgemm T 4
Orher’ dotbts: are of Jefs moment; and: therefore fhail-be -
brieflier refolved. -
As Secondly, ¥ Ged’s Provideage ordains al] things to -
ceme to pafsaccording to the immutable Law of his puepofe,
then what peceffity isthere of Prayer: A e
We cannot by our moft fervent Prayers alter the: leaft
circumftance, or. pun&ilio in God’s Decrees. . If ke hath .
fo- laid the method of hiadl;rovidcn?e i his own-Counfels -
as to prepare mercies and bletfings for us, ows Prayers can-
not haff’!r:g, nor maturate them before theix timenyr' if
he determine by his Provideace to bring Affliciens upon
us; -our: Prayers cynnot.prevent, mor. adjourn them. beyond
their prefixed time: Now to this A@quines 2. 2.9.. 83.
Art. 2. Anfwers well, that the Divine Prowidence doth not
only ordain what Efie@s fhall come to pafs, but alfo by
what means and caufes, and in what order they fhall flow.
God hath appeinted, as the efle@® it felf, fo themeansto
accomplifh- 1t. Now Prayer.is a. means:to bring to pafs
that which God hath determined fhall be.  We do.not
Pray.,
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Pray out of hope to alte# God’s:Eternal purpofes; but-we
‘Pray. to obtain thar-whith God hath ordained to be-obtained
by our Prayers : We ask that thereby we may be fit to
receive what God hath fromall Eternity determined to give
by Prayer, and not otherwife. -And therefore when we
lie-under any Afflition, - if we languifh uoderspain or fick-
nefs,; if we are pinch’d iby Want or Poverty, ".if: we-are
opprefs'd by the injuries and perfecutions ef others,Prayer is
neceflary, ‘becaufe as God by hisProvidence hath brought
thefe things wpon us, fo likewife poffibly the fame Provi-
dence hath determined not to remove them, till we ear-
neftly und.ferveritly Pray for our:deliverance from them.
And therefore  when God -had promifed;great mercies to
- the Jews, he tells them: byrthe:Prophet Ezek. 36. 37, Ter
will F for this be enguired of by the Humfe of Hrael zo doit for
them. Prayer therefore.doth not incline God to beftow
that which before he was not refalved to give, but it ca-
paicf:itates us to-receive that which God will not give-other-
. wie. T .
"Thirdly, Another Objeion may be this. If Provi-
~dence ordereth and difpofeth all the Occurrences of the
~World, then there can nothing fall out cafually and rcon-

ting'en;}y. ‘ S

T Anfwer. “In refpe& of 'God it is true, there is nothing
cafual nor contingent in the World. A thing may be cafu-
al in refpe@ of particular caufes; but in refpeét of the uni-
verfal, and firft caufe nothing is fuch. If a Mafter fhould
fend -a Servant to a certain place, and command him te
ftay ‘there till fuch a time, and prefently - after fhould fend
another Servant to the fame, the meeting of thefe two is
wholly .cafual in refpect of themfelves, but ordained and
forefeen by the Mafter that fent them. So'is it in all for-
tuitous events here below: They fall out unexpectedly as
to us, but not fo as ta God; he forefees and he appoints
all the vicifficudes :of things, . and .all the furprifes of hu-,
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mane Accidents.So that you fee there may be contingencies
in the Woeld, though God’s Providenceé be moft particu-
larand pun@uwal. ..~ O 0 |

Fourthly,. Some.may. objec that this would deftroy the
liberty. of Man’s will, and fubje all things toa fatal ne-
ceffity, even humane a&ions themfelves.. For if Man can
de nothing but what God hath by his Providence fore-ap:

pointed fhall be done, how then is Man freé either to do,.

ar not to do? . - S
~ This queftion requires. much more.time to anfwer it at
large thanI canallow it. Some fecing it a very difficult
thing to reconcile Providence and Liberty, have prefumed
to deny that Providence jnrermeddles at all in fuch affairs as
depend upan the free will of Man. And: of this opinion
Zully feems to have been; for which St." Auftin chattifeth
him as injurious to God; when he faith, Poluntatem dum
Sfaceret liieram,. fecit Sacrilegam. 1{hall'not here ftand to
diftinguifh of a neceffity. of Coa@ioni,. and’ a teceflity of
Infallitility, and that the Providence of ‘God doth: not
bring upon the will a neceffity -of Coaltion, but only of
infallibility, which very well confifts with the liberty of the
will. All thatT fhallat prefentanfwer, is, That God doth
.indeed efficacioufly determine the will to-do what itdoth,
- yet this determination leaves it in-a perfet State of liber-
. ty, . bhecaufe tl;@:\lbérty of the -will doth not fo much con-
-in indifferency to A&, or not to A&, as in a rational
fpontaneity. - When we do what we have an appetite to
- do upon graunds. that to us feem rational, then we A&
freely. Now though God doth abfolutely fway the will
which way, he pleafeth, yet-lic never forceth it contrary
to its own inclinations. - For that to which God deter-
mines it by his Providence feems at that prefent moft rati-
onal to be done: and upon that reprefentation of good in
the Object,the will embraceth it'and a&s accordingly. So
that, its Providence is not violated by any boifterous and

compulfive.
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compulfive fway,’ that the firft caufe ‘hath over it, but
God attra@s’it with fuch a powetful:and infinuating (weet-
nefs, that though the will c3n incline to nothing but what
it feems to have reafon for; yet withall it wills nothing
" but what God by Providence over-rules it unto. So Ax/tm
De Civitate Dei, lib. 5. Cap. 9. Nos dicimas & Deum fcire
omnia anteguam flant, €& voluntate wos facere quicquid 4 Nobis
-non nifi volentibus fieri fentimus 8 novimus. Though God
forefees and decrees all things before they are, yet we do
~that with a free will, whigﬁ we do not otherwife than

willingly. - :
' ;Fi?t%f;, The laft doubt and query is this: If'God govern
all Acions, and all Affairs, by an exa& and ‘critical Provi-
dence; how then comes it to pafs that there is fo much
‘Evil, Villainy and Wickednefs committed in it ¢ The Dif
quifition of this is the more obfcure and intricate, becaufe
it is hard to conceive how God, who is infinite goodnefs ¢
felf, thould intereft his Providencs in #what is fo contrary
o hisNatwre, .~~~ @ o o b
- Now here'we muft affirm that 'there ‘is no Evil whatfo-
-ever, whether it be of Sin, or of fuffering, that comes to
pafs without the Providence of God. As for the Evil of
"Eunilhment or fuffering, it is clear, Amos, 3.6. Shall there
e Evil in the City, and the Lord bhath #ot done-it > Bur for
‘the Evil of Sin it is not effe@ively from'God; yet dothhe
by his Providence, for moft Holy and wife ends, permit
-wicked Men to commit thofe fins which his Law prohibits,
and his nature abhorrs. Though they refufe to be fubjet
to the Written Law, yet they are and muft be fubjet to
the eternal Law of his own Councels, and thereis rot-a fin
:they commit, but as his Authority condémns, and his
‘purity hates it; fo his Wifdom both faffers it to be, and
-over-rules it when it is, to his own ends. 'Tis true, all
. ‘Men-naturally are Slaves to their Lufts, but God holds
_-their Chain in his own Hands ; fometimes flackening it tbu);
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his permiffion, and fometimes ftraitning it by his pow-
erful reftraint. And therefore to plead Providence the
warrant of our Acions (a boifterous argument which ot
late hath been moft uled amongft us, until Providence it
felf had fignally confuted it ) is to plead that for the jufti-
fication of our A&ions without which they could not
be finful. ‘Thus Cain killed his Brother by a Providence,
and Achar Stole the Wedge of Gold, and F«das betrayed
Chrift, and the Fews Crucified him by a Providence, yea
and all the Villainy that wasever a@ed under the Sun,was
all brcught forth out of the Curfed Womb of Mens Lufts,
by the Providence of God, that is, by his permiffion to

e Evil, and concurrence as to the A&: neither is this
any ftain at all to the infinite Holinefs and Purity of his
nature ; for- though we fin, if we hinder not the Commiffi-
on of Sin in others when it is in our power to do it, be-
caufe we arecommanded and abliged to it both by the care
we ought to have of his Honour, and the Charity we owe
unto she Souls of others; yet no fuch obligation lies upon
God, who may juftly give Men over to their perverted
inclinations. And though he can eafily keep the moft
Wicked Man in the World, from ruthing into thofe Sins
which he daily commits, yet not being bound to interpofe
his power to hinder them, he permits them holily, and at
laft will punifh them juftly.

But the queftion is not fo much whether God doth not
by his Providence permit fin, as why he dothit. And
St. Auftin anfwers it excellently in that known faying of
his ; God,faith he, who is infinitely good, would never per-
mit Evil were he not alfo infinitely wife,;and knew how to
bring good out of Evil. It is the primary obje® of his
hatred, and that alone for which he hates wicked Men.
As he is an Holy God, fo he hates it, and as he isa wife
God, fo he permitsit. And there is a twofold good for
which God doth fometimes permit Evil.

Pp Firft,
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Firt, The manifeftation of his own Glory.
| Secondly, The exercife of his Peoples Graces.

Firft, God by permitting fin manifefts the glory of-
many of his Attribute. Serely the wrath of Man fhall
praife thee, faith the Pfalmift, Plalm. 76. 10. Every
Sin ftrikes at fome of the Divine Attributes. One denies .
his Juftice, another his Mercy; one his Power, another his
Wifdom, and all are contrary ta his Purity. But yet God
hath in his own Councels fuch fecret Screws and Wiers .
whereby he doth fo wreath and invert thefe Pins, that
eventually they advance what they feem direétly to-op--
pofe. A Child perhaps would think when he fees an Hus-
bandmaa caft Dung and Soil upon his Ficld, that it were
but improvidently done thus to fpoil the flourifhing verdure -
and gayety of the Grafs and Flowers. Why, that very
Dung which covers them, makes them afterwards {prout -
up more fair and frefh. So God permits wicked Men to -
Dung the Earth with their filth, that thofe Attributes of
his which feem to be buried under them, may afterwards
fpring up with the greater luftre and Glory.  From hence
he will reap the richer crop of praife to himfelf. Some-
times he glorifies the feverity of his. Juftice, by hardening -
them in their Sins to their own. deftruction; fometimes
the riches of his mercy, by calling the greateft and moft
flagitious Sinners to Repentance, and granting them Par-
don; and always his infinite patience and forbearance
in pot executing prefent Vengeance upon thofe who fo
daringly provoke him. But although we camnot now fo -
clearly, comprehend the advantages that God makes out of
the Sins of Men, yet when we come to ftand in the gene-
ral Affembly at the day of Judgment; God will then com-
ment upon, and explain the myfteries of his Providence,
and make us underfland how thofe Sins for which he will

then -
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‘then condemn the World, put a glofs and fhine upon his
Attributes. .
Secondly, God by peérmitting fin exercifeth the Graces
of his People. The fins of others give us matter for the ex-
ercife of an Holy zeal; for God who is daily affronted by
them, of an Holy Pity andCommiferation ovér thofe who
like Mad-men wound, and gath, and deftroy themfelves:
for the exercife of an Holy caution over our felves, leaft we
be induced to fin after their Example. Our own Sins
give us daily occafion torenew our Repentance to humble
our Souls before God, to fortifie our refolutions, to donble
the guards we fet tipon our'own hearts and ways, to watch
over oiir felves ‘more circamfpedly, that we relapfe not
into the Commiffion of them again. " Thus a true Chrifti-
an may gain fome advantage by his very falls. As Hus-
bandmen make ufe of the very Thorns and Briars that
row in their Fields to ftop the Gaps, and ftrengthen the
ences about them, fo fhould we improve our very Sins
and failings, to fence our Souls that we lic not open to
the like temptations for the future. '
Thus, youfee that God brings good out of all the Evil
which he permits, he glorifies his own Attributes, and
exercifeth his Peoples Graces.. And thus you fee likewife,
God’s Providence both Proved and Vindicated ; afferted to
be particular and punctual over all Occurrences that hap-
‘pen in the World, and cleared from all the Imputations of
Injuftice, that the Folly or Atheifm of Man can lay againft
it. ‘I fhall epnclude with two or three Inferences or Corol-

.

laries. . e ‘o
" Firft, If the' adcuratenefs of God’s Providence reach un-
to all the little concernments of the World, we may be
well affured, that thofe which are the more confiderable
and.important Occurrences of it, are all guided and go-
vernied by a fpecial .hand of Frovidence. And thus our
Saviour himelf urgeth as a ftrong ‘incouragement for our
Ppa - COR-
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confidence and truftin God: Not a Sparrow falls to the
ground without your Father ; fear not ye therefore. you are of
more worth thax many Sparrows. Yea, not an Hair of your
head falls without a Providence, and think ye that the
head it felf fhall? Certainly, God doth not like Domitian,
bufie himfelf about Flies, and neglect the great and weigh-
ty Affairs of his Government. And this is the reafon of
that queftion the Apoftle Asks, 1. Corinth.9. 9. Doth God
take care for Oxen: Yes, certainly he doth, nor did the
Apoftle intend to deny it, but thereby ta inferr that cer-
tainly his care is much more particular towards us. This
then may eftablith our hearts under any perfonal Suffer-
ings or publick Calamities, when evil is upon our felves
or the Nation, when Uproars and Confufions feem to re-
duce the World back to its Ancient Chaos, when Storms
and Waves over-wlielm the Ship, and we with the Difci-
ples think our God afleep, and begin to cry out with the
Plalmift, Awake, O Lord, why fleepeft thou : Our God.is.not
fleeping, but even then at the Helm, he Steers, he Go-
verns and Guides all thefe Diforders, and will condu@ the
whole Tumult and Hurry of Affairs to hisown Glory and
our Good. ,

Secondly, If God’s Providence hath the. command and
fway even over the Sins of Men, this then may be abun-
dant matter of Peace and Satisfation in the worft of times,
when wickednefs doth moft of all rage and abound ; let us
then confider, that if God permits them, healfo can when
he pleafeth Check, ,put a Stop and Period to their Rage
and Madpefs. Their hands are Fettered by the adaman:
tine Chains of a moft ftrang Decree, which they can' nei-
ther reverfe nor exceed; whatfoever they do, is but by per-
miffion; a limited, anda limiting Permiffion. Our Saviour
tells us, Pilate, thou couldeft bave no power over me, except
it were given thee from above. 'The very power f}i t Men
havé to'Sin againft God, is frbm God ; and there giéf‘den-

\ L ' S ' tainly
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tainly he will withdraw it, when it doth not work out his
ownends. This was it that fatisfied David, when Shimei
pelted him with. Stones and Curfes, 2 Sam. 16. 10. Ler
bim alone, let bim Curfe, becaufe the Lord-hath faid unto him,
Curfe David.

Thirdly, Hence fee to what we ought to abfcribe it, that
there is no more notorious wickednefs committed in the
World; when we hear of any prodigious Villainy, we are
apt to wonder that ever fuch abominations fhould be inci-
dent to the Sons of Men. Wonder not at the matter as if
any ftrange thing were happened to them, butrather won-
der at the goodnefs of God which is the fole caufe that fuch
things as thefe are wonders. Were his permiffive Provi-
dence as large as Mens luft are ontragious, thefe things
would foon ceafe to be wonders, and become the common
and ordinary practiceof all Men. Why are not our Streets
continually filled with Violence, Rapine, Murthers, and
Out-cries> Whence is it that we emjoy our Pofleffior, and
our Lives in Safety » The wickednefs of Men lies hard, and
prefleth upon God’s reftraints,and wherefoever there are any
gaps in it,it breaks forth naturally and violently, and if this
Dam and Mound of Divine Providence, were but broken
down, it would break out till it had overflowed the whole
face of the Earth, and covered it with a Deluge of Impiety
and Profanenefs. Bur that God who fets bounds to the ra-
ging of the Sea, and faith hitherto fhall thy proud Waves
come and no farther, doth by the fame Almighty Provi-
dence, fet bounds to the Lufts and Corruptions of Men,
which are altogether as unruly, and curbs in the fury of
their madnefs, which elfe would drown the whole World
in Perdition and Deftru@ion.

Fourthly, Laftly,This fhould teach us,to acquiefce and reft
fatisfied in every Providence of God, as that which willcer-
tainly in the end redound tohis own Glory. When we fee
diforders and confufions abroad in the World, we are apt -

. to
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- to defpond and to cry out, Lord, what wilt thou do for
thy great Name, thy Honour, thy Glory lies bleeding, and
fuffers through the Sins of Men2 Why, commit thy care
to God : He will certainly fo weild their Lufts, as that
they fhall bring about and effe& his own ends. God is
glorifying himielf, even by thefe things; and why then
fhould we be troubled? This thought kept alive on our
hearts would caufe us to reft fatisfied amidft all the tumults
we obferve and hear of in the World. For though we know
not how to unwind thefe ravelled difpenfations to the
bottom of his Glory, yet he can and will. Thereis anin-
vifible and wife hand that moulds and fathions all ; and
thol::ﬁh the parts by themfelves may appear rude and un-
polifh’d, yet put the whole frame and feries of Provi-
~dence together, and that will appear moft admirable and
. glorious.

Now to the King Eternal, Tmmortal, Invifible, the only
wife God, Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, be honour and
_glary for.ever, and ever, Amen.

The End of the firft Sermon.
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