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A Difcourfe concerning the ufe of the .
Holy Scriptures.

Coloffians II1. 16.

Let the word of Chrift dwell in you richly in all©
Wifdom.:

His Epiftle, if any other, is a rich mine of Hea- -
- venly Treafure, and abounds both in the difco~ -

very of Gofpel Myfteries, and the injun&ion of

Chriftian Duties. It is furnifht throughout with -
that which may either inftru¢t us in Knowledge, or dire@ -
us in Pracice: And the Apoftle having already laid down -
many Excellent things in order to both thefe; and feeing -
it would be an endlefs task to difcourfe unto them all the
Truths, or exhort -them to all the Duties of Religion in -
particular; he therefore fpeaks compendioufly in the words -
of my Text, and referrs them to the perfect Syfteme in -
which is contained an account of what a Chriftian ought -
to know orido; and that is the Holy Scriptures. - Lez zhe -
word of Chrift dwell in you richly. _

The words of this Exhortation are very full and la--
den with weighty Sence.. We may refolve them iato two -
ris.

B Firft, Here is the Nature and Subftance of the Exhorta- -
tion, which is to a diligent Study, and plentifull know- -
ledge of the Holy Scriptures. .. :
) Secondly -
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Secondly, The manner how we ought to be Conver-
fantin them; So that it may dwell in us 1ichly in all Wif-
dom.

In the former, we may take notice that the Scrilxure
is-called the word of Chrift; and that upon a double ac-
count : both becaufe he is the Author that compofed it,
and likewife, heis the fubje& matter of which it princi-
pally treats. Now thoughin both thefe refpe&ts, the Scrip-
tures of the New Teftament be more efpecially the word
of Chrift; yet alfo may the Scriptures of the Old Tefta-
ment as truly and properly go under his Name. For,

~Firft, He is the Author of them all : He may well write
this Title upon our Bibles, The Works of Jefus Chriff. All
the Prophets before his Incarnation, were but his A-
manuenfes,and wrote only what he by his Spirit di¢tated to
them, 2 Pet. 1. 21.  Prophecy came wot in old time by the
will of Man, but holy Men of God [pake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghoff, and certainly the Holy Ghoft infpired
them by Chrift’s Authority and Commiffion; and what
he dee¢lared, he took from him, awd fhewed it unto them,
Yohn 16. 14, 15. He fball receive of mine, and fball fbew it
unto you.

Secondly, Chrift alfo is the principal fubje@® and matter
of the whole Scripture. ‘The fending Chrift a Saviour in-
to the World, is that great Bufinefs which hath employed
the Counfel of the Father, the Admiration and Miniftrati-
on of Angels, the Tongues and Pens of Prophets, Apo-
ftles, and boly Men of all Ages, before the Scriptures
were Written, when Revelation or Tradition were yet the
only pofitive Rules for Faith and Pra&ice. The Patriarchs
faw him by thefe. Abrabam faw my day and was glad, Joh.
8. 56. Afterwards the People of the Jews faw him by
Types, Promifes, and Prophecies recorded in the Scrip-
-tures. He was that Excellent Theme that hath filled up
many Chapters of the Old Teftament ; as the firft dr:mghtf

- o



‘of the Holy. Deviptunes. 29§

-of a PiGture reprefents the features and proportion of the
Perfon, but afterwards is added the complexion and life to
it. So is it here, the Pens of the Prophets drew the firft
Lineaments and ’ProtPortion of Chrift in the Old Tefta-
ment, and the Pens of the Apoftles and Evangelifts have
added the Life and Sweetnefs to it in the New. Yea,
‘Chrift is fo truly defcribed in the Old Teftament, by his
Life, by his Death, by all the greater Remarks of either,
that in his Conteft with the Jews, he appeals thither for
aTeftimony, Fobn 5. 39. Search the Scriptares, for they
are they which teflifie of me. And St. Peter, Alts 3. 24.
Affirms, Thar all the Propbets, as many as bave [poken, have
foretold of thefe days. And Aéts 10. 43. To him give all the
Prophets Witwefs.Chrift who is the true Expofitor,being him-
{elf the true Author, makes them all fpeak his Sence. Luke
24.27. Begiming at Mofes and all the Prophets, he ex-
. pownded to them in all the Scriptures, the [ayings comcerning
bimfelf. So that St. Chryfoffers’s Obfervation holds true,
that the Gofpel was in tg: World before Chrift.  épgeon
130 & wois BifBAois Ty mpopizwr, #BAgnae 3 Sy 7l Knpuyual
% dmeorav. It took root in the writings of the Pro-
hets, but flowed forth in the preaching of the Apoftles
E) that in both thefe refpets, the Holy Scripture may well
be called the Word of Chrift; of Chrift as the Author,
and as the Subje@ of it.

And in both thefe lies coucht a very cogent Argument,
that may inforce this exhortation of the Apoftle, and ex-
cite them to a diligent ftudy of the Scriptures. For,

Firft, Is Chrift the Author of them, and fhall we not
with all care and diligence perufe thefe Books which he
hath Compofed ? The writings of Men are valued accor-
ding to the Abilities of their Authors. If they be of ap-
proved Integrity, profound Knowledge, folid Judgment,
their works are Efteemed and Studied. And fhall we not
be much more Converfant in thefe, which are fet forth by

Qg the
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the Author, who is eruth it felf, and the effential wifdom -
of the Father ¢ Thefe that were dictated by the imediate
infpiration of the Holy Ghoft, and writ as it were with a
Quill of the Heavenly Dove ? ‘ .
. Secondly, Chrift is the fubje@ of the Scriptures: And
what is all other Learning and Knowledge but beggarly
Elements, if compared with this? Here we have the Ce-.
binet of Gad’s. Counfels pnlockt, the Eternal purpofes of
his Grace, in fending his Son into the World publickly de-
clared. Here we have the Stupendous Hiftory of God's
‘becorping Man, of all the Miracles this Ged-man did upon -
Earth; of all the Cruelties he Suffered. Here we have -
the Defcription of his ¥ickory in his Refurreéion, of his.
Friumph in his Afcention, of his Glory in his Seffion at:
the right hand of the Majefty on High. Swredy, great is
the Myflery. of Godkivefs, Ged manifefied in the Flefb, ju-
ﬂiﬁaf in the Spixit, feew of Awgels, preached unto the Gen-
tiles, believed on iv the World, received up into Glory, as
the Apoftle with sdmiration recounts it, 1 Zim. 3. 16,
And of all thefe wounderfyl paffages, the Scripture gives
us a perfe&t Narrative. And what have the great Wits of
the World ever treated on like this, either for Strangenefs
or Truth> All their Learning is butidle and contempti-
ble Speculation, compared to this great Myftery of a Cru--
cified Saviour; who fubdued Death by dying, and without -
force, converted the World to believe 2 Doctrine above
Reafon. It was a very odd faying of Tertulbian, de carne
Chrifti cont. Marc. and. yet there is fomething in it that .
firikes, Natus ¢ft Dei flius, won pudet, quia pudendum eff,
the Son of God wasBorn, we blyfh not at it, becaufe it is
thameful. Mortuss eff Dei flius, prarfus credibile eft, quia .
meptam eft : The Son of God dyed; it is credible, becenfe-
it 1s unfit and unlikely it thould be fo : Sepultus refurrexit,
certum. eft, quia impoffibile ¢ft ; he rofe from the Dead, it is .
certain. true, becaufe it is igpoffible. Now thefe Mke:g
ang. :
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and impofiible things, judged fo by humane Reafon; tliefe:
deep things of God, the Scripture declares, and declares
them in fuch a madner as convinceth: even.Reafon it felf
to aflent to them, though it canno# comprehend them.
If therefore you defire to know Chrift and him Crucified,
and thofe Myfterious Docrires which the Wit of Man
could not invent, for it can hardly receive them, be con-
verfant in the Holy Scriptures; for they are the word of
Chrift,. and reveals all the wonders:of Wifdor and Knowe
ledge, to which. all the Wifdom of the World is but folly.
Thas therefore I fuppofe lies in. the expreffion, the word of
Chrift, wviz. the word of which he is both the Author,
and the Subjed: .

Secondly, We. may obferve in the Text, the manner
how we ought to be Converfant in the Scriptures, and

that is fet forth very figoificantly.
Firft, Let the gor?:)f Chrift dwelt in you. Do not

only giveit the hearing, asa ftrangeand marvellous ftory :
let not the memory of it vanifh out of your minds, as foon
as the found of the Words vanifheth out of your Ears, but
lay it-upand lodge it in your Hearts, make it familiar
and Domeftick to you; that it may be as well known to
you, asthofe that live in the fime Houfe with you.. Read:
it, ponder and meditate upon it, till you have tranfcribed-
the Bible upon your hearts; and Faithfully printed: it in-
your memories.

Secondly,Let it dwelt in you Richly or Copioufly, whi¢h
may be taken either Objectively, or Subje@ively: Ob-
. je&ively, and fo the fence is; that- all the word of God

fhould dwell in us. Content not your felves with fome
part of it; that you read' the Gofpels or New Teftament,
but negle@ the:Old, as is the pra@ice of fome fluth No-
tionifts. Or that you know'the Hifforical part of both,
but negle@ the Do&rinal, which is the fond and Childith
cuftom of fome, who read the Seripture as they would Ro-

. q2 mances,
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mances, skippingover the moral difcourfes as impertinent:
to the ftory. But when we receive the: whole Do&rine
contained 1n it, and are diligent in revolving the Prophets,
Evangelifts, Apoftles, every part and parcel of the Hea-
venly revealed truth.

Again the Word of Chrift may dwell in us richly in the:
latter fence, or Subje@ively. And {o-it doth when net
only every part of it dwells imrus, but when it dwells alfo.
in every part of us. In our memories toretain, it in our
minds to meditate on it, in our affe@ions to love.it, and
in our Lives to pracife it. Then doth the Ward of Chrift
dwell richly, or abundantly in us.

Thirdly, Let it dwell richly in all Wifdom.

The higheft Wifdom is truly to knew,. and to ferve
God in orger to Eternal Life. '

Now faith the Apoftle, fo acquaint your felves with the-
Scriptures, that yoa may from thence learn true Wifdom,
the faving knowledge both of what is to be believed, and-
what is tobe done, 1n order tothe obtaining of everlafting;
happinefs.

To be converfant in it only, to know what it contains,-
is not Wifdom but folly. But then it dwells in' you in:
Wifdom, when you ftudy it, to practife it, when you:
endeavour to know the rule that ye may obey it. This.
is, Wifdom here, and will end in- happinefs hereafter. And-
thus you have the words of my Text explained.

In handting; this Subje&, I {hall only purfue the defign
of the Apoftle, and endeavour to prefs thofe exhortations.
upon-you. And indeed I need not many Arguments to-.
perfuade thofe who have- already any acquaintance, with:
thefe Sacred Qracles, ftill to be converfant in them. Have
you-net your felves found fuch clear light, fuch Attra@ive
fweetnefs, and perfuafive Eloquence in the words of Geod, .
that all that the Tongue of Man can utter for it, falls infis
nitely fhort of what.it fpeaks on in its. own behalf: Who.

Qf.
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of us have not found dire&tion from it in cafes of difhi-
ctlty, Solution of doubts, fupport under Affli&ions, com-
fort under fadnefs, ftrength againft temptation, quick-
nings of Grace, warmth of affeCtion; and in brief, what-
foever we could expe& from. the mercy of God have we
not found it in the Scriptures? And fhall we need fur-
ther to commend it to you by Arguments, fince it hath
commended it felf by manifold experiences? But fo itis
that the Devil knows we are difarmed and difabled if on--:
he can wreft the Sword of the Spirit from us, as the Apc:-
ftle calls it, and therefore labours all he ean to ftrike thic
Bible out of our hands: Or if we do read it, he ftrives to
put on fuch falfe Spetacles as fhall mifreprefent every
thing to us, and poflefs us with prejudice and Objetions-
againft it. I fhall therefore before I proceed any farther,
encounter with fome of thofe prejudiced opinions, which:
make thisa Clafp'd and Sealed Book to many.

Firft, Some may fear left the ftudy and knowledge of
the Scriptures, fhould only aggravate their Sin and Con:
demnation. On the one hand the precepts of the Law are:
fo various, the duties fo difficult, and Flefh and Blood fo
infirm and oppofite ; that they caft a difpairing look-at them,
as impofiible to be fulfiled. On the other hand they have
been told thar knowledge without pracice will expofe
them to damnation-without excufe.. They have read, 7a.
4. 17- To him that knoweth-to do good, and doth it mot, to
bim it is Sin : it is an Emphatical and weighty Sin, and
Luke, 12. 47. He that knew bis Mafters: Will, and did
it not fball be beaten with-many firspes. This they have
read, and this deterrs them from-reading any farther. If
shey cannot pradtife what they know. ; and if to know
and not pra@ife, be only to inflame their laft reckoning,
and make their torments more intolerable, it is- beft for.
them to muffle up themfelves in afafe ignoranee..
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To this I An{wer.

Firft, Though the word abounds with multitudes of
fublime precepts, and difficult duties, ‘yet this s no difcaus-
agement from the ftudy of it. For confider that this

fame word is not only a light to difcover what you ought
to do, but an help to inable you to do it. [t is the very
means that God appointed to overcome your ‘averfencls,
and affit your weaknefs. And. if ever this be effeted,
it muft in an ordinary way, be by converfiog with the
Scriptures. 'Thae Sick Man hath loft his Reafon, as welk
as his Health, who thould refufe to take Bhyfick, becaufe
if it doth not work,. i will but make him the warle. Why
- the way to make it work is by taking it. Seit isa diftem-
 pered kind of arguing,againtk the word.of God, the Phyfick
of our Souls,that it is mortal and deadly if it doth not worle
into practice. The way to make is werk into pracice,
isto take it firfk iato our knawledge:; tis true,it werea gredh
difcouragement if the Scripture asly fhewed you how much
-work you have to do,what Temptations torefift,what Cor-
-guptions to mortifie, what Graces to exercife, what duties to
perform,and left all that uponyour ownhandsBut the Leaves
of the Bible, are the Leaves of the Tree of Life, as well as
of the Tree of Knowledge ; they ftrengthen as well as in-
lighten, and have not only a Commanding, but an affift-
ing Office.And this the Scripture doth two ways.

Firft, It dire@s where we may receive fupplies.of ability
for the performance of whatfoever it requires. It leads theo
unto Chrift, who is able to furnith thee with fupernatu.
ral ftrength, for fupernatural duties. His treafury {tands
open for all concerns; and his Almighty Power {tands in-
gaged to affift thofe who relie upon it. Be not difcouraged
therefore, he that finds us work, finds us ftrength:-and
the fame Scripture that injoyns us obedience, exhibits
God’s promife of beftowing upon us the power of obeying.
Thou who workeft all works in us and for us, Ifaiab, :6{

12. And,
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x2. And work eut yowr own Salvation, for it is God that
worketh in you both to will and to do, Phil. 2. 12, 13.
Why then fhould we fo complain of hard fayings, and Gre-
vious Commandments > Have we not God’s Omnipotence -
obliged by promife to affift in the fame words, whereinwe -
are commanded to obey? What faith the Apoftle, 7 am -
able to do all things throngh Chrif fFrengthening me, Phil. 4.
13. When in reading the Scripture, thou meeteft with dif- -
ficult and rigorous Duties, the feverity of Mortification,
the felf cruelty of plucking out right Eyes, and cutting off
right Hands ; commend they felf to thefe promifes of aid "
and affiftance, that the fame Scripture holds forth, and lift -
up thy heart in that divine Meditation of St. Augufine,
Lord, give what thou Commandeft, and command what thou -
pleafeft Whilft thou thus duly dependeft on Chrift’s ftrength, .
and makeft ufe of thine own, it is as-much his Honourand -
Office to inable thee, as it is thy Duty to perform what he .
ires.

Secondly, The Scri‘pturc as it dire@s us to rely on the :
ftrength of Chrift; fo it is a means that God hath ap-
pointed to quicken and excite our-own ftrength and Pow-
er, to the difcharge of thofe Duties it Difcovers. Where-
fore are thofe preffing Exhartations, and thofe dreadfull -
Threatnings, every where fo difperfed up and- down in -
the Book of God, but that when we are flow and dull and -
drowfie, the Spirit may by thefe, as by fo many goads, .
rowze us, and make -us flart into Duty ¢ Such a fpiritual
floath hath benumb'd us, that without this quickening, we -
fhould net be diligent in the Work of the Lord, and there-
fore David prays, Pfalm. 119..88: Quicken me, fo-fball [
keep the Teftimonies of thy Mouth, but yet it is alfo the
word it felf that- quickens us to the Obedience of the
word, Pfal. 119. yo: Thy word hath quickened me. And. .
indeed, if you can come from reading the word, thatfo -

zbounds with Promifes, with Threatnings, with ragonal ‘
rgu- --
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"~ Arguments, with pathetick Expoftulations, winning In-
*{inuations, importunate Intreaties, heroick Examples pro-
-pounded to our Imitation, with all the perfwafive Art and

Rhetorick that becometh the Majefty of the great God to
-nfe ; if you can read this word, and yet find from it no
- warmth of Affe@ion, -no quickening to Duty ; let me tell
'you, you either read it without attending toit, or elfe at-
tend without believing it. It is therefore no difcourage-
ment from fearching and ftudying the Scriptures, - that its
--commands be many and difficult, for it dire@s you whi-
ther to go for promifed ftrength, and the more you con-
-verfe with it, the more will you fiad your hearts quicken-
- ed to a due Obedience of it. That’s the firft Anfwer.

But then fecondly, Whereas many think that it is bet-

ter not to-know, than not to praiife; we muft here di-

‘ftinguifh of Ignorance, which is of too kinds, either invin-
cible, or elfe affetted: Invincible ignorance is fuch as is
-conjoyned with, and proceeds from an utter impofiibi-
'liI:_y of right information, and it arifeth only from two
-things.

'F%ﬁ, Abfolute want .of .neceffary Inftru&ion: er,

Secondly, Want of natural capacity to receive it.

. Affe@ed Ignorance, is an ignorance under the means of
‘Knowledge, and always arifeth from the negle&, or con-
tempt of them. Such is the ignorance of thofe who do,

or may live where the Gofpel is preached, and where by
pains and induftry they may arnve to the knowledge of
the truth.

Now here for ever to anfwer thisObjeCion, and to fhew
you how neceflary knowledge is, I fhall lay down thefe
‘two particulars.

Firft, I grant indeed, that unpra@isd knowledge is a
far greater fin than invincible Ignorance, and expofeth to
a much forer Condemnation. Hell Fire burns with Rage,
and meets with fuel fully prepared for it, when God

dooms
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‘dooms unto it an head full of Light, and an heart full of
Lufts. Thofe who know God’s will, but do it not, do
but carry a torch with them to Hell,to fire that Pile that
muft for ever burn them. We have a common Proverb,
That knowledge is no ‘Burthen: But believe it, if your
knowledge in the Scripture be merely Speculative, and
overborn by the violence of unruly Lufts; this whole Word
will be no otherwife to you, than the burthen of the Law;,
as the Prophets fpeak, a Burthen that will lie infupporta-
‘bly heavy upon you for ever. Better far you were born
under Barbarifm in fome dark Corner of the Earth, where
the leaft gleame of Gofpel-light never fhone, and wher¢
the mame of Chrift was never mentioned, than to have
‘this weighty Book, a' Book which you have read and
known, hung about you to fink you infinitly deeper in
the Burning Lake, than a Mill-ftone hung about you can
do in the midft of the Sea. What St. Peter fpeaks of A-
poftates, 2 Pet. 2. 21. is but too well applicable to the
knowing Sinner. ‘It had been better. for them not to have
known the way of Righteoufuefs, than after they bave known
it, to turn afide from the Commandments delivered to them.
How? Better not to have known it? Why, is there
any poffibility to-efcape the Condemnation of Hell without
the knowledge of the way of Righteoufnefs revealed in the
Scriptures? No, Damnation had been unavoidable without
this knowledge; yet ithad been better they had not known it.
For here is the Hyperbole of their Mifery; better they had
been Damned than to have known thefe Truths, and this
rule of Righteoufnefs, and yet turn from the Obedience
and pra&ice of it. O fearful ftate! O dreadful doom!
when a fimple and genuine damnation fhall be reckoned a
gain and favour in comparifon of that exquifite one which
God will with all his Wifdom prepare, and all his power
infli& on thofe who knowing the righteous Judgment of

God, that they who commit fuch things. are worthy of
- Rr Death,
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Death, do notwithftanding,. perfevere in them, FHe thar
knew his Mafters will and did it not, fball be beaten with.many
firipes, Luke 12. 47.. And,. if I had- not come and [poken
unto them, they bad-not had Sin, but mew they have wo
Cloak for their Sins, faithr-our-Saviour,. Johm, 15. 22. The
Sin and punifhment of thofe who are invineibly ignorant,
is 33 nothing.cempared to-what. the knowing_Sinpers lie
under.

But do not flitter your felves; your ignerance is not in-
vincible. Are you not called to the knowledge of Chrift >
Do you not read or hear the Scriptures Do you not en-
joy Gofpel Ordinances- and Miniftry :- May you not, . if
you will be but diligent and indufkrious, . underftand, what
you are ignoranvot 2 Certainly there is nothing that can
Pprove your- ‘iﬁnorancc invincible,. unlefs it be your obftinacy,..
that you will not be prevailed with to be inftru&ed by all
the means of Inftruction. Your Igporance. muft therefore.
be affeted. Well then attend uato. AT

The fecond particular. Affered -Ignorance is a greater-
Sin, and will be more forely punifhed at the day ofg‘ﬁdg-
ment; than unpracifed knowledge. This kind of- igno-
rance is fo far. from being pleadable as an excufe, that itis
an aggravation-of Mens guilt, and will be fo of their Con-
demnation. There be but two: things-that compleat a
Chriftian, Knowledge-and Pra@ice. Both thefe God doth:
ftritly require. Knowledge may-be-without pracice, but.

-the pradice of Godlinefs cannot be without knowledge.
God, I fay, requires them both. Now Judge ye which
is the greater Sinner, he.that labours after knowledge, .
thouﬁil he negle& pracice, or he that neglects them both:
He that fulfills fome part of God’s will,. or he.that fulfills
: nothin:ge of it. Gertainly in your own- .Jydgment, this
latterdeferves-to be: doubly- punifh'd; once for not doing
~ his duty, and again for not knowing it when he might.
Treuly it is but juft, and righteous that God fhould wi;h
: e:
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“the higheft difdain and indignation, fay unto them, Depart
from me, ye Curfed, I know you not, {ince they have auda-
-cioufly faid unto him, Depart from us, we defire not
the knowledge of thy ways. The Apoftle, fpeaking of
God’s patience towards Heathens, who were invincibly
ignorant of the truth, tells us, A%s r7. 30. Thar the
~ times of this ignorance (and yet an ignorance it was that
put them upon no lefs than brutith Idolatry) God winked
at. Ignorant perfons, in ignorant times, whileft as yet the
World was deftitute of the means of knowledge, and dark-
nefs over-fpread the face of it, God connived and winked
-at.  But ignorant perfons in knowing times, God doth
not wink at but frown upon. I am the more earneft
in prefling this, becaufe I perceive that vile and rotten
principle, unworthy of a Chriftian who is a Child of light
and of the day, is taken up by many, That it is no matter
how little we know, if we do but practife what we know.
What a cheat hath the Devil putupon them! Hath not
God commanded you to know more, aswell as to pra&ife
what youknow 2 {s it likely you thould pra&ife what you
know upon God’s command, who will not upon his com-
mand increafe your knowledge? And yet this is the ufual Plea
of profane Men.  Ask them why they frequent the publick
Ordinances fo feldom, they will tell you, they knaw more
by one Sermon, than they can practife. But how can fuch
make Confcience of pracifing, who make none of know-
ing, though thefame God hath enjoined them both? Yea,
though they cannot pra&tife what they know, yet let me
tell them, that for thofe who live under the means of
Grace, and may be inftru@ed if they will, it may be as
. great a Sin to omit a duty out of negle@ of knowing it,
as out of negle@ of doing it; yea and rhuch greater. We
fhould our felves Judge that Servant, who while weare
fpeaking to him, ftops his Ears on pur‘iofe that he might,
-not-hear what we ,commam:{ him ; we fhould, I fay, Jnglge

. Rra m
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him worthy of more ftripes, than he who gives diligent
ear to our commands, although he will not obey them
So it isin this Cafe.. Thou who ftoppeft thine Ears, and
will not fo much as hear what the will of thy Lord and
Mafter is, deferveft much more punifhment, than he who
takes pains to know it, although he doth it not. It is
dammable not to give God the fervice that he requires. But
O Infolence! not to give God thy Lord and Mafter fo
much as the hearing 2 Hath God fent Man into the World,
and fent the Scripturesafter, as Letters of inftru@ion,
what we fhould do for him here, and will it think’ft thow
be a fufficient excufe when: thou retameft to thy Lord,
that it is true thou hadft inftru&ions, but rmever opened’(k
them, never looked't into them?> What a fearful contempt
is this caft upon the great God, never fomuchaste enquire
what his will is > Whether or no he commands that which
is fit and reafonable for us to perform? And therefore re-
fufe not to fearch and ftudy the Scriptures, upon pre-
tente that the knowledge of what you cannot fulfill, wilk
but aggravate your Sin-and Condemmation. For be affured
of it, greater Sin, and forer Condemmation can no Man
have, than he who negle@s the means of knowledge,
thereby to difoblige himfelf from practice. And again
the Scriptures were given to affift us in the performance:
of thofe duties which it requires from us. They do not

enly inform the judgment, but quicken the will and affeci-

oms, and ftrengthen the whole Soul to its duty. And this.
is in an{wer to the firft Objection.

. Secondly, Some will fay the reading. of the Scriptures:
poflefleth them with ftrange fears,and fills them with incredi-
ble terrors. It raifeth up fuchdreadful Apparitions of Hell,
?r;d- the wrath-of God; a5 makes them a terror to- them-.
elves. .

To this I Anfwer, Firft, It may be thy condition is fuch -
asgequires it. Poffibly thou art in a flate of wratho,ulsé:’ltc‘i::

i . w .
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would’ft thou not be under the apprehenfions of it = %=

art under the guilt of thy Sins, and then no wonrder t.iat

the voice of God fhould be terrible unto thee. Tt is moft .

unreafonable to hate the word, as Ahab hated #Micaiah, be-

caufe it prophefieth no goed concerning thee. Alas! What -
oold can 1t fpeak, as long as thou thy. felf continueft:
vil ?

Secondly, It is not fo much the Seripture, as thine own -
evil Confcience that haunts and terrifies thee.  Whenthou -
readeft that dreadful Threatning, Ezek. 18. 4. The Soal that -
fmeth it fball die, there were nothing of terror in it, did .
not thy guilty Confcience witnefs againft thee, that thou::
art the Man: *Tis this that turns-and levels all God’s Ar- -
tillery againft thee. Get therefore a- Confcience pacified
upon good Grounds, and the very threatning of the Word -
will fpeak to thee, not fo much terror from the dreadful- -
nefs of the Wrath, and Condemnation denounced, as Joy, .
that thou haft efcaped it.

Thirdly, It may be, the Word of God by working in -
thee, the Spirit of fear, is preparing thee for the Spirit of .
Adoption; for- that ufually ufhers in this. We find the -
Gaoler trembling, before we find him rejoycing: There -
were mighty and rending Winds, Earth-quakes, and Fire, .
all Terrible ; before thefe came the fill woice,. in which .
God was, 1 Xings 19.12. So Ged in Convi@ions many times-,
prepares the way by Thunders, and Farth-quakes, by the -
Thundering of his Word, and the Trembling of our owa ..
Confciences,. before lie comes to us in the ftill and fweet:
wvoice of Peace and Comfort.. And certainly they are much :
more afraid than hurt, whom Ged .by his Terrours thus .
frights into Heaven.

But, Thirdly, Some may fill fay, their Fearsare fo .
ftrong that they will drive them into Defperation, or Diftra-.
&ion, if they longer pore on thofe dreadful. things, the :
Scripture. contains.. ‘

-

I anfwer, ,




d

338 34 Difcoute concerning the ule

. T anfwer, therc is not one line or fyllable in the whole
Pook of God that gives the leaft ground for Defpair. Nay,
there are the moft fupporting Comforts a poor Fearful
Trembling Soul can defire; Come unto me all that are weary
and heavy laden, and I will give you reff. -Come unto me and
I will in no wife caft you out, return anto the Lord and he

- will abundantly Pardon, Yaiah 55. 7. I, even I, am ke that

Llots out and forgets your Sins ; and innumerable fuch like.

"Now if Men will only take the Sword of the Spirit te

waund them, and not alfo the Balm of the Spirit to heal
them, they may through their own fault, efpecially when
they read the Seriptures with the Devil's Commentaries,

> fret themdelves into Defpair.

Fourthly, Some may fay, certainly it camnot be-thus

- neceffory that the word of Chrift fhould dwell thus richly
-and abundantly in all Chriftians. It is reauiﬁte indeed for

Minifters, whofe calling it is to Teach and-Inftru& others,

“that they fhould have this abundance of Scripture dwelling

in them ; but for us who are to receive the Law at_their
Mouth, a competent knowledge in the Fundamentals of

"Religion may well be fufficient. We know that Chrift is
“the Son of God, that he came into the World to fave Sin-
-ners, and that if we would be faved by him, we muft be-
“lieve in him, and fuch chief points -of Chriftianity which
-are fufficient to Salvation.

To this I anfwer, Firft, God may well expe& a more

- plentiful meafure of the Word to dwell in Minifters; be-
~caufe it is not only their General, but particular calling te
-perufe and ftudy it. There is therefore a.twofold fullnefs,
~a fullnefs of the private Chriftian, and a fullne(s of the trea-
Aurer or fteward, to whofe charge the Oracles of God are
-committed, and who is to:.communicate Knowledge to the
-People. This being the Minifter’s Office, it is his Duty

“efpecially to-abound and .be inriched in the knowledge of
-the Scripture. -

But
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But Secondly, Wherefore muft the word of Chrift dwell
fo richly in Minifters, is it for themfelves only, oris it to
inftru@ their Flock? What? And can it be neceffary for-
them to Teach,and yet unneceffary for you to Learn? Are
they bound tofearch into the depth of Gofpel Myfterics
to inform you of them, and is it-enough for you only te -
know the firft Principles and Rudiments?. Certainly, what-
foever God.requires the Minifter to Teach, that he re-
quires you to Learn. Now would you your felves Judge -
the Minifter to have fufficiently difcharged his Duty, that
fhould only in the general preach, that we are all Sinners; -
that Chrift the Son of God came into the World to fave us, .
that the Glory of Heaven, and the Torments-of Hell, thall :
be the rewards of Obedience, or Difobedience » If thefe few
abfolutely neceffary and fundamental Truths were all, you -
might well think the Miniftry to be a very eafie, or a ve-
ry needlefs Office.

If then it is our Duty to reveal to you-the whole Coun-
fel of God, and to withhold nothing from you of all thofe- -
Myfteries which the Scripture contains, whereof fome give
Life, others Light, fome are Vital, others Ornamental; .
you cannot withReafon but conclude, that if we are obliged
to Teach thefe things,. you alfo are. obliged to learn and
know them.

Thirdly,It is 2 moft deftru@ive Principle that many have -
through Sloath and Lazinefs taken up, That a little know- -
Jedge will fuffice to .bring.them -to Heaven. Certainly:-
God would never have revealed fo many deep and pro-
found Myfteries in his Word, if it were net neceflary they -
fhould be known and believed. Shall we think all the reft
of the Bible fuperfluous, except a few plain.practical Texts? -
What God hath recorded in the Scripture, is written for *
our Inflru&tion. ’Tis true if we-have mot the means of
inftrucion, nor arein a poffibility. of atraining it, a lefs
meafure. of . knawledge, anfwered by a Confcientious &pyz- -

ACC -
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- @ice may fuffice for our Salvation. But for us we have line
~upon line, and precept upon precept, for us to fatisfie our
“felves with a few of the common Principles, flighting the
reft as nice and unneceflary points, for us to negle@ know-
“ledge, argues defe@ of Grace. For whereloever true
Grace is, there will be a moft earneft endeavour to grow
daily inboth; and yet multitudes every where, even of
~thofe who abhorr grofler Sins, as Swearing, Drunkennefs
-and the like, yet take up with a few Notions of Religion
thar all are Sinners and all muft perith, unlefs Chrift fave
-them, &¢. This they knew, asfoon as they knew any
~thing ; and more than this, they will not know: They
will not trouble their heads with any farther difcoveries,
nor look deep into the Myfteries of Godlinefs; contenting
.themfelves that they have, as they think, knowledge e-
nough to bring them to Heaven. Let me tell them, that
though where there is not means of knowledge, a little
may fuffice for Salvation; yet where God doth afford
plentiful means, the knowledge of thefe very things be-
.comes neceflary to them, which others might fafely be ig-
-norant of. This is in anfwer to the 4¢h. Obje&ion.

Fifthly, Some may object that they have found by Ex-
sperience, that the ftudy of Scripture hath many times
made them the worfe, it hath alarmed their Lufts, and put
them in an Uproar. . Such and fuch Suits were quiet, till
‘they read in the Word a2 command againft them ; therefore
they are difcouraged and think it beft to forbear the ftudy
of the Scripture, fince they find that by forbidding Sin,
it only rowfeth and awakens it.

Firft, I anfwer, Firft this was St. Pawls very Cafe,
Rom. 7.8. Sin taking occafion by the Command, wrought
in me all manner 0}5 Concupifcence ; now this effe@® is
merely accidental, and is not to be imputed unto the Ho-
ly Word of God, but to the wicked Heart of Man, which
rakes an hint (fo defperately corrupt is it) from God's

forbidding
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forbidding  Sin, to put it felf in Mind of committing it.
Secondly, Thou complaineft that the Word exciteth
to Corruptions, but it doth it no otherwife than the Sun
draws Smoak, and ftink ‘out of a Dunghill. It doth in-
creafe but unhappily excite them. The very fame Lufts
lay hid in their Hearts before. There they lay like fo
many Vipers and Serpents afleep till the Light and Warmth
of the Word makes them ftir and crawl about. And
this Advantage thou mayeft make of it, that when thy
Corruptions {fwarm thick about thee, upon the difturbance
the Law of God hath made among them, thou mayeft
thence fee whata wicked Heart and Nature thou haft,
how much Filth and Mud there lyeth at the bottom of it,
which prefently rifeth upon the firft ftirring. This may
-make thee vile in- thine own Eyes, and deeply humbled
-under the fad and ferious Confideration of thy indwelling
Sin. “’Tis the very ufe the Apoftle makes in the fame
Cafe. Rom. 7. 24. O wretched Man that I am, who fhall de-
liver me from t?e Body of this Death! When Humors aré
in Motion, we foon perceive what is the ftate of our Bo-
dy, and when Corruptions are once flirred, we may
'thc:;by eafily know the State and Condition of our
So ,

~ Thirdly, The fame Word that doth thus occafionally
“Ttir up Sin, is the beft means to beat it down. ~ You may
perceive by this, there is fomewhat in the Word that is ex-
treamly contrary to their Sins, fince they do fo rife.and
arm againft it, their great Enemy is upon them, and this
alarm that they take, is but ‘before their overthrow. It
m?' be the Mud is only ftirred that it might be caft out,
and their Hearts cleanfed from it. Be not difcouraged there-
fore, for there is no Means in the World fo appofite to
the deftru&ion and fubduing of Sin as the Scripture,
‘though at firft it may feem inftead of fubduing of Sins to

Atrengthen them. .~ - - ' ' ,
' S ST - Sixthly,
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Sixthly, Many are difcouraged from ftudying the Scrip
tures, becaufe their Memories are fo treacherous and un-
faithfull they can retain nothing; when they have read
the Scripture, and would recollect what they have read,
thuy can give no account of it either to themiclves or o-
thers. Nothing abides upon themi, and therefore they
think it were as good give over as_thas contimually pour
Water into a Sicve, and " inculcatt “Truths' upon-fuch a
leaky Memory, where all runs out. This is indeed the
Complaint of many. But,

Firt, This fhould put thee on a more frequent and dili-
gent ftudy of theé Scripture than difcourage thee from it.
More pains will fupply this Defect, thou muft the oftaer
prompt, and the oftner examine thy Self, the more for-
getful thon art. Merhory is the Soul’s Steward, and if
thou findeft it unfaithful, call it the oftner to account.
Be ftill following it with Line upon Line, and Precept up-
on Precept, and continually inftill fomewhat into it. A
Vefldl et under the fall of a Spring, cannot Yeak fafter-
than it is Tupplyed. A conftant dropping of this Hea-
venly Do&rine into the Memory, will keepit that though
it be leaky, yet it never fhall be empty. -

Secondly, Scripture Truths, when they do not intich
the Memory, yet they may purific the Heart. - We muft .
not meafure the Benefit we receive from the Word -accor-
ding to what of it remains, but. according to what effet
it leaves behind. Lightning you know than which nothing
fooner vanifheth away, yet it often breaks and melts the.
hardeft and moft firm Bodies in its fudden Palfage. Such .
is the irrefiftable force of the Word; the Spirit often darts .
it through us; it feems but like a fafh and gone, and yet -
it may break and melt down our hard Hearts before it, .
when it leaves no impreffion at all uponour Memories. T
have heard of one who returning from an affetting Ser-
mon highly commended it _to fome, and being .demaudh:d :

what .
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what he remembred of it, anfwered, truly I remember no-,
thing at all, but only while 1 heard ir, it made me refolve
to live better than ever 1 have done, and fo by God’s Grace
[ will. Here was now a Sermon loft to the Memory, but
not to the Affe@ions. To the fame Purpofe, I have fome-
where read a {tory of ope that complained to an aged Holy-
Man, that he was much difcouraged from reading the Scrip-
ture, becaufe his Memory was fo flippery he could faften.
nothing upon it that he read. The old Hermet (for fo as I
remember he was defcribed) bid him take an earthen Pitch-
er and fill it with Water; when he-bad done it, be hid him,
empty iz again, and wipe it clean that nothing thould re-
main is it, which when the:other had dane, and wondred
to. what this tended; now faith he, thaugh there be no-
thing of the: Water remaining to it, yet the Pitcher is
eaner than it was before ; fo though thy Memory retain
nothing, of the word thou readeft, yet thy Heart is the
cleaner for its very paflage through. ., .

. Thirdly, Never fear yopr Memery, only*ﬁ:ay for good
and pious Affe@ions. A%ion to the truths we read or
hear, makes the Memory retentive of them. Moft Mens
Memories are like Jett, or Ele@ricat Bodies, that attra@®
and holdfalt only ftraws or Feathars, er fuch vain and
light things; difcourfe to them the Affairs of the World,
or fome idle and romantick fory, their Memories retain
this as faithfully as if it were ingraven on leaves of Brafs.
Whereas the great important truths of the Gofpel, the

reat Myfteries of Heaven, and copcernments of Eternity,

ve no morc impreflion upon them, than wordson the

Air in which they are {fpoken; whence is this, but on
that the one fort work themfelvesinto the Memory thra
the intereft they have got in the Afle@ions which the o-
ther cannot do. Had we but the fame delight in Heaven-
ly Objecs, did we but receive the Truth in the love of it,
and mingle it with Faith i;l;lle hearing, this would ﬁxvthint_

2 ola-
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Volatilenefs and Flittinefs of our Memories, and make eve-
ry truth as indelible, as it is neceffary. ‘That’s in Anfiver to-:
the 6th. Objection. o ’ o
- Seventhly, others complain that the Scripture is obfcure-
and difficult to be underftood ; they may as well, and with:
as good fuccefs, attempt tofpie out what lies at- the Centre:
of the Earth; -as fearch into the deep and hidden Myfteties,
which no humane underftanding; ‘can-fathent or- compre-
hend. And thisdifcourageth them. - ‘ '

To this I anfwer Firft, 'tis no wonder if there be fuch’
profound depths in the word of Ged, finee it is a Syftenr
and Compendium of his Infinite and unfear¢hable Wifdom,
that Wifdom which from the beginning of the World hatht
been- hid in Ged-- Thofe deep Truths' which your un-
derftanding cannot reach, require your humble Veneration.

Secondly, The Scripture is fuited to-every Capacity.
Tt is (as it is ‘commonly expreft) a-Ford-wheréin -4: Lamb'
may wade,and an Elephantfwim ; and'lieréin is the: infidite
Wifdom of God feen, in wréatliing together: plain Truths
with obfcure, that he might gain 'the more Credit “to his-
Word, by the one inftructing the ignorance of the weak-
eft; by the other puzling and- confounding the underftan-
ding of the wifeft. Fhis aHoadds'a Beaitty and Ornament.
to the Scripture: DR BT '

As the Beauty of the-World is fét off by 4 gracefull va-
riety of Hills and Valleys, fo isit in the Scripture. There:
are fublime Truths, that the moft afpiring reafon of Man -
cannot over-top, and there -are more plain and’ eafie-

- Truths in which the weakeft Capacity may converfe with
Delight and-Satisfattion. No Man-is offended with his
Garden, for having a fhady thicket i it, no more fhould
we be offended with the word of God, that among fo ma- -
ny fair and open Walks, we here and there meet with a
Thicket that the Eye of Humane Reafon: cannot look

through.. .
: Thirdly,
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Thirdly, Thofe Truths that are abfolutely neceffary to
Salvation, are as plainly without either Obfcurity or Am-
biguity recorded in the Scripture as if they were (as the
Mabumetans think concerning their Alcoran) written with
Ink made of Light, there’s the neceffity of Faith in Jefus:
Chrift, of repentance for dead works, of anholy and mor-
tified Life, fo clearly fet down, that fcarce have there any
been found{o impudent as to raife Controverfies abot t~
them, andis it not peevifh to quarrel-at the word for bc--
ing obfcure in thofe things, which if thou haft ufed thy
utmoft Diligence to underftand, the ignorance of them
fhall not at all prejudice thy Salvation . Blefs God, rather
that he hath fo clearly revealed the neceflery and pradtical
Duties of a Chriftian Life, that tho%e are not involved in
any myftical or obfcure Intimations, but thon mayft.with-
out doubt or difpute, know what is of abfolute neceflity
to be either believed or- pracifed in- order to Salvation. Be
aflured of this, that what withall thy Labour and Diligence
thou canft not underftand thou needeft not,and what is need- -
fal,is plainand obvious,and thou mayeft eafily underftand it.

Fourthly, the Scripture is obfcure,. but hath not God ot~
fered-us fufficient helps for the unfolding of it 2 Have you
not the promife of his Spirit to illuminate you: 1 Cor. 2.
10. God hath revealed them to us by bis Spirit, for the Spi-
rit fearchetb all things, yea the %ep things of God. Have
we not his Minifter, whofe Office it is to inftru& us, and
lead us into the inmoft Sence of the. Scriptures? Nay,
have-we not the Scripture it felf, which is the beft inter-
preter of its-own meaning ; ufually it it fpeak mere dark--
ly in one place, it fpeaks the fame truth ‘more clearly in
another. Now compare Scripture. with Scripture, you will
find it holds a Light unto its felf. The oftner you read, and
the more you ponder on thofe. paflages that are abftrufe,
the more you will find them clear up to your underftan-
ding. So that neither is this any reafonable difcourgement
froms ftudying the Holy Scriptures. Eighthly, .
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Eighthly, Others may fay, they are doubtful, becaufe

- they fee many of thofe who have been moft Canvesfant in
the Scripture, how they have been perverted and carried
afide into damnable Errors, and yer flill have pleaded
‘Scripture for the defence of them.

T anfwer, True, the Devil hath in thefe our days bufied
~himfelf to bring a reproach upon Scripture, through the
whimfies and giddinefs of thofe who have pretended
-mof} acquaintance in it. But let not this be any difcou-
-ragement, for this arifeth not dire@ly from the influence
-the Scripture hath on them, which is the rule of truth
only ; but from the pride and felf conceit of a few Noti-
onifts, who wreft it to their own Perdition. And though
“they boaft much of Seripture to countenance their Opini-
«ons; yet Scripture mifunderftood and mifapplyed is not
Scripture. Indeed there is no other way to difcern truth
from Error, but only by the Scripture righdy underftood,
‘and there is no way rightly to underftand it, but diligent-
dy to fearch it.

But to fay that therefore we muft not read the Scrip-
‘ture becaufe fome wreft it to their own Deftruction, is
alike reafonable, as to fay that therefore we muft not Eat
nor Drink, becaufe that fome eat to Glutony, and others
drink to Giddiefs and Madnefs. The Apoftle St. Peter
tells us, Epiff. 1 Chap. 3. v. 16. that in St. Pawl’s Epiftles
there were fome things hard to be underftood, which the
unlearned and unftable wreft, as they do alfo the other
Sriptures, to their own deftru@ion. Shall we therefore
conclude, that neither his Epiftle nor any other of the
scriptures thould be read by us; becaufe that in fome, in-
ftead of Nourifhment, they have occafioned onely Wind,
Flatulency and ill humours? If this had been his purpofe,
it had certainly been very eafie for him to have faid, Be-
caufc they are hard to be underftood, and many wreft them
to their own deftru®ion, therefore beware that you thr?g
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them not. But in ftead of this, he draws another infe-
rence, verfe 17. Ie therefore beloved , beware,leaft ye alfo -
being led away with the Errors of the Wicked fall from your
own fedfaftnefs, but grow in grace and in the Knowledge of
our Lord Jefus Chriff. He faith not, beware that you read
them not, but, beware how you read them: Thisis the -
true Apoftolical Caution, which tends not to drive us from
the Scriptures, but to make us more ftudious and inquifi-
tive in them, leaft we alfo be perverted by the cunming
craftinefs of Men, who lic in wait to deceive. And this
the Primitive Parents thought the beft and fureft means, .
to preferve their People from Error and Seda&ion. It
werc almoft: endlefs to recite to you thofe many patfages -
wherein they do moft Pathetically exhort all, of all Ranks -
and Conditions, of each-Sex, of all Ages, to a diligent -

rufal of the Holy Scriptures. Aad fo far were they -

m taking it up in 2 Lamguage unknown to the Vulgar, .
or debarring the Laity from Reading it, that the Tranlla- -
tions of it into the common Tongue of each Gountry
were Numerous, and their Exhortationsfcarce more vehe- -
ment and earneft in any thing, than that the People would :
~employ their time and thoughts in revolving them: It is -
therefore a moft certain {ign,- that that Church hath falfe -
wares to put-off, ‘which is of nothing more carefuf than to
darken the Shop. And afluredly the wrefting the Scrip-
tures by fome who read them, cannot occafion the Deftru- -
@ion of more, than that damnable Idolatry;, and thofe -
damnable Herefres have dane, which have been brought -
into, and are generally owned and practifed by the Chusch
of Rome, through the not reading of them. v

Thus you fee (as it was in Fofab’s time ) how- much™
duft and Rubbith'this Book of the Law. lies under. I-
have endeavoured to remove it. . And {hall now proceed -
to. thofe Arguments, that may perfuade you to a diligent -

fearch and perufal .of the .Scriptures. The . Fews indeed
Wl

-
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were fo exa@, or rather Superftitious in this, that he was
judged a defpifer of thofe Sacred Oracles, who did not
readily know how often every Letter of the ‘Alphabet
occurred in them. ‘This precifenefs God hath made ufe of
to deliver down his word to us, unvaried and uncor-
rupted. Jt-is not fuch a fcrupulous fearch of the Scrip-
ture, 1 now exhort you to: but as God hath left it to us
a rich Depofitum, 2 dear pledge of his Love and care, fo
we fhould diligently attend to a rational and profitable
ftudy of it. ‘

There are but two things in the general that commend
any writing to us, either that it difcovers knowledge, or
direcs pracice; that it informs the Judgment, or reforms
.the Life. Both of thefe are eminently the Charaters of
this Book of God. And therefore David tells us, Pfal.
-19. 7. The Law of God comverts the Soul, and makes wife

.the fimple. 1t isa light not only to our heads, but it is
-a Lamp unto our Feet, and a light unto our..paths, Pfal. 119.
105. Let.us confider it as to both.

Firft, In point of knowledge, as it perfeits the under-
“ftanding, and fo it will appear in fundry particulars how
-excellent a ftudy it is. -For -

Firft, The Scripture difcovers unto us the knowledge of
thofe truths that the moft improved natural Reafon could

never fift out ; and are intelligible only by Divine Revels-
tion. God hath Compofed two Books, by the diligent
ftudy of which, we may come to the knowledge of him-
felf. "The Book of the Creatures, and the Book-of the Scrip-
‘tures. 'The Book of the Creatures is written in thofe great
-Letters of Heaven and Earth, the Air and Sea, and by
thefe we may fpell out fomewhat of God. He made them
for our inftruction, as well as our fervice. Thereis not 2
Creature that God hath breathed abroad upon the face of
the Earth, but it Reads us Le@ures, of his infinite Power
and Widom. So that it is no abfurdity to fay that they a;ﬁ
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all the Works of his mouth. fo they are all the works of
his Hands. 'The whole World is a fpeaking workmanthip,
Rom. 1. 20. The invifible things of God, are clearly feen by
the things that are made, even bis eternal Power and Godhead.
And in:feed when we ferioufly confider how Godhath poifed
the Earth in the midft of the Air, and the whole World
in the midft of a vaft and boundlefs nothing; how he hath
hung out thofe glorious lights of Heaven, the Sun, the
Moon, and Stars, and made paths in the Sky for their fe-
veral courfes, how he hath laid the Sea on heaps, and fo
girt it in, that it may poflibly overlook, but not over-
flow the Land, when we view the Vawety, Harmony,
and Law of the Creation, our Reafon muft needs be very
fhort, if we cannot from thefe colle® the infinite Wifdom,
Power, and Goodnefs of the Creator. So much of God
as belong to thefe two great Attributes of Creator and Ge-
wernour of the World, the Book of Nature may plainly
difcover to us. But then there are other more retired, and
referved Notions of God, ‘other truths that nearly concera
our felves and our eternal Salvation to know and believe,
which nature could never give the leaft glimpfe to difcover.
What Signature is there ftampt upon any of the Creatures
of a Trinity in Unity, of the eternal Generation, or tem-
poral Carnation of the Son of God? What Creature could
inform us of our firft fall, and guilt contra®ed by it?
‘Where can we find the Copy of the Covenant of Works,
or of grace printed upon any of the Creatures? All
“the great Sages of the World, though they were Nature's
Secretaries, and ranfack’d its abftrufeft myfleriesy yet alf
their Learning and Knowledge, could not difcover the
Sacred Myftery of a Crucified Saviour. Thefe are truths
which Nature is fo far from fearching out, that it can
{carce receive them when rovealed. 1.Comiwth. 2. 14.
The. waturatl Man ’“Mb’,'l’,” the thimgs  of the Spirit 3‘
It - Go.

t4
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God, neither can be kwow them, becanfe they are Spiritually
difcerned. ‘The light that can reveal thefe, muft bresk
immediately from Heaven it felf. And fo it did upon the
Prophets, Evangelifts, and Apoftles; the Pen-men of the
Holy Scriptures.

And if it were their fmgular Privilege, that the Holy
Ghoft fhould defcend into their breafts, and fo poflefs
them with Divine infpirations, that what they fpake, or
wrote, became Oracular, how little lefsis ours; fincc the
Scriptures reveal to us the very ame truths which the Sp1-
rit revealed to them. God heretofore fpake in them,
and now he fpeaks by them uato us. Their Revelations
are become ours; the only difference is, that what God
taught them by extraordinary infpiration, the very fame
truths he teacheth us in the Scripture, by the ordinary,
illumination of his Spirit. Here, therefore whileft we
diligently converfe in the Book of God, we enjoy the
privilege of Prophets. The fame word of which
came unto them, comes alfo unto us; and that without
thofe fevere preparations, and ftrong agonies, which fome-
times they underwent, before Gcd would infpire them
with the knowledge of his Heavenly truth. That is the
firft Motive and Argument.

- Secondly, The knowledge which the Seripture teacheth,
is for the matter of it the moft fublime and lofty in the
World.  All other fciences are but poor and beggarly Ele-
ments, if compared with this. What doth the Naturalift,
but only bufie himfelf in digging a little droflie know-
ledge, out of the Entrails of the Earth. The Aftronomer,
who afcends higheft, mounts rio. higher than the Ceeleftial
Bodies, the Stars and Planets; which are but the out-
works of Heaven. But the Scripture pierceth much far-
ther, and lets us into Heaven it felf. There it difcovers
the Majefty and Glory of God upon his Threne ; the F:en:l
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nal Son of God fitting at his ri%ht hand, makinga prevail-

ing and Authoritative interceffion for us: The glittering
train of Cherubims and Seraphims, an innumerable com-
pany of Angels, and the Spirits of Juft Men made
perfe®. So that indeed when you have this Book laid
open before you, you have Heaven it felf, and all the in-
conceivable glories of it laid open to your view. What
can be more fublime than the nature of God » And yet
here we have it fo plainly defcribed by all its moft glori-
ous Attributes and PerfeCions, that the Scripture doth but
beam forth light to an Eye of Faith, whereby it may be
inabled to fee him who is invifible. But if we confider
thofe Gofpel Myfteriesthe Scripture relates, the Hypoftati-
cal Union of the Divine, and Humane Nature in Chrift’s
incarnation, the Myftical Union of our perfons to his,
by our believing, that the Son of God fhould be Subftitu-
ted in the ftead of guilty Sinners; that he who knew
no fin, fhould be made a Sacrifice for fin, and the Juftice
of God become reconciled to Man, through the blood of
God: thefe are Myfteries fo infinitely profound as are
enough to puzzle a whole College of Angels. Now thefe
the Scripture propounds unto us, not only to pofe, but to
perfe@ our underftanding. For that little knowledge we
can attain unto in thefe things, is far more excellent than
“the moft comprehenfive knowledge of all things elfe in the
World. And where our fcanty apprehenfions fall fhort of
fathoming, thefe deep myfteries, the Apoftle hath' taught
us to feek it outwith an, o Bxfos, Rom. 11.33. O
the depth of the Riches, both of the Knowledge and Wifdom of
God ! bow wareafearchable are bis Fudgments,and bis ways paft
Siuding out ! ’ '

Thirdly, The Scripture is an inexhauftible Fountain of
Knowledge, the more you draw from it, the more ftill
fprings up. Itisa deep l\%ine, and the farther you fearch

ta into
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into it, ftill the richer you find it. It is tedious to read
the works and writings of Men often over, becaufe we
are foon at the bottom of what they deliver, and our un-
derftanding hath nothing new to refreth it But in
reading the Scripture it fares with us as it did with thofe
whom Chrift miraculoufly fed, the bread multiplied under
their Teeth, and increafed in the very chewing of it. So
here, while we ruminate and chew on the truths of the
Scripture, they multiply and rife up thicker under our medi-
tation. One great caufe of the neglect that many are
uilty of i reading the Holy Scripture, is a fear that
ﬁmey fhall but meet with the fame things again; which
they have already read and known; andtﬁﬂ ey account:
tedious and irkfome. Indeed if they read it only Super-
ficially and flightly, it will be fo. But thofe who fix their-
minds to ponder and meditate upon the word, find new
truths arifing up to their underftanding, which they never
before.difcovered. - Look asit is.in a Starry night, if you
caft your Eyes upon many fpaces of the Heavens, at the
firft glance perhaps you thall difcover mo Stars there;- yet
if you continue to look earneftly and fixedly, fome will
emerge to your view, that were beforehid and concealed :
So is1t with the Holy Scriptures. If we only glance curi-
oufly upen them, no wonder we dilcover. no mote Stars,
no more glorious truths beaming out their. light to- our.
Underflanding. St. duguffine, found this fo - experimen-
m]% true, that he tells us inhis third Epiftle, that though
he fhould with better capacity, and greater diligence,ftudy.
all his Life ¢ime, from-the beginning of his Childhood to-
decrepit Age nothing elfe but the Holy Scriptures; yet
they are fo compacted, and thick fet with truths, that he
might daily learn fomething, which before he knew mot..
God hath as it were ftudied to fpeak compendioully in the
Scriptures.. What a Miracle. of brevity is it,. that hthle
whole.
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whole Dug' of Man, relating both to God and his Neigh-
bour,fhould be »H comprifed 1n tenwords 2 Not a word but -
were the fence of it drewn out, were enough to filf whole
Volumes, and therefore the Plalmift, Pfal. 119. 96. 7 have
Jeenan end of all perfeition,but thy Commandments are exceed-
ing broad. When we have attained. the knowledge of thofe
things that are abolutely neceffary to Salvation, there yer -
remain fuch depths of Wifdom, both in the manner of
‘Stripture expreflion, and in the myfterioufne(s of things
expreft, that after our utmoft induftry, ftill there will
be l;lft new truths to become the ddcovery of a new.
fearch. :

Fourthly, The Scripture exhibits to us that knowledge
which is neceflary to Eternal Salvation. 7his is
Life Eterwal to kwow thee, the only true God and Fefus Chrift
whom thon haft [ent, Fobn 17. 3. And this knowledge the -
Scriptures alome can afford as, Fobn, 5. 39. So 2 Tim.
3. 15. We need not therefore enquire after blind traditi-
ons, or expe@ any whimiical Enthufiafms:. the written
word contains whatfoever is neceffary to be known in or-
der to Eternal Salvation, and whofoever is wife above

what is written, is wife only in impertinences. Now - -

bath God contradted whatever was neceflary for us to:
kaow, and fummed it up in one Book, and fhall not we' -
be diligent and induftrious in ftudying that which doth fo
neceffarily concern us? Other knowledge is only for the
adorning and embellifiment of Nature ; this is for the ne-
eoffity of Life, of Life Eternal. I have before fpoken e-
nough concerning the neceffity of knowledge unto Salvati-
on, : nd therefore fhall not farther inlarge. Therefore as St.
Peter faid to Chrift, Lord whither fhall we go, thou haft the
words of Eternal Life: So let us Anfwer whatfoever may
feem to call us off from the diligent ftudy of the Scriptures,.
Whither fhall we go, to this we muft cleave, with thns “"lel
Will
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will converfe, for here alone are the words of Eternal Life
Fifthly, The Knowledge that the Scripture dilclofeth-is
of undoubted Certainty, and perpetual Truth; it depends
not upon Probabilities or Conjectures,but the infallible Au-
thority of Chrift himfelf; he hath di&ated it, for whom it
is impofible to lye. The rule of our Veracity or Truth, is
the conformity of our Speech to the exiftency of Things;
but divine Truth and Veracity hath no other Rule befides
the Will of him that fpeaks it. He muft needs {peak infallible
Truth, who fpeaks things into their beings, fuch is the omni-
potent Speech of God. Whatfoever he declares, is therefore
true, becaufe he declares it. Never matter how ftrange
and impoffible Scripture-Myfteries may feem to Fleth and
Blood, to the corrupt and captious underftandings of natu-
ral Men; when the word of God hath undertaken for the
Truth, it is as much impiety to doubt of them, asit is
Folly to queftion the reality of what we fee with our ve-
ry Eyes. Nay the information of our Senfes, what we
fee, what we hear, what we feel, is not fo certain, as the
truth of thofe things which God reveals and teftifies in the
Scriptures. And therefore the Apoftle 2 Per. 1. 18,
19. Speaking of that Miraculous Voice that founded from
Heaves. Matth. xy. 5. This is my beloved Son in whom I
am well Pleafed. We, faith the Apoftle, heard this Voice
when we were with him in the Holy Mount, but we have
“alfo a more fure word of Prophecy; or as the Greck may
well be rendred, We account more fure the word of Pro-
phecy, unto which ye do well, that ye take heed. Whata
more fure word than a Voice from Heaven? When God
himfelf fhall vocally bear witnefs to the Truth? Yes, we
have a more fure Word, and that’s the Word of Prophefie,
recorded in the Old Teftament. And hence it will follow,
that becaufe the Prophecies concerning Chrift, j may feem
fomewhat obfcure in Comparifon witi this audible ‘f{oice
rom
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from Heaven; therefore the teftimony of obfcure Scrip-
ture, is to be preferred before the teftimony of clear Sence.
Now therefore if you would know thingsbeyond:all danger,
cither of Falthood or Hefitation,be Converfant in the Scrip-
ture, where we may take all for certain upon the Word
and Authority of that God, who neither can deceive, nor
be deceived.

Sixthly, The Scripture alone gives us the true and un-
erring Knowledge of our Selves. Man that bufies him-
felf in knowing all things elfe, is of nothing more ignorant
than of himfelf, the Eye that beholds other things, can-
not fee its own fhape ; and fo the Soul of Man, whereby
he underftands other objes, is ufually ignorant of its
own Concernments. Now as the Eye that cannot fee it
felf dire@ly, may feeit felf reflexively in a Glals; fo God
hath given us his Scripture, which St. Fames compares to
a Glafs, James 1. 23. and holds this before the Soul, where-
in is reprefented our true State and Idea.

There is a four-fold ftate of Man, that we could never
have attained to know, but by the Scriptures.

His ftate of Integrity.
His ftate of Apoftacy.
His ftate of Reftitution.
His ftate of Glory.

* The Scripture alone can reveal to us, what we were ir
our Primitive Conftitution. Naturally, Holy bearing the
Image and Similitude of God, and enjoying his Love, free
from all inward perturbations or outward Miferies ; having
all the Creatures fubjet to us, and what is much more,
our felves.

What we were inour ftate of Apoftacy or Deftitution,de-
fpoiled of all our Primitive Excellencies,difpoflefs'd of all the
Happinefs,
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Happinefs we enjoy’d, and of all hopes of any for the fu-
ture; lyable every Momeat to the revenge of Juftice, ard
certain once to feel it. »

What we are in our ftate of Reftitution, through
‘Grace, begotten again, to a lively hope, Adopted into the
" Family of Heaven, Redeem’d by the Blood of Chrift, San-
&ified and Sealed by the Holy Spirit, reftored to.the Fa-
vour and Friendfhip of Ged, recovering the initials of his
. Image upon our Souls here on Earth, and expeing the

perfection of it in Heaven.

What we fhall be in our final State of Glory, cloathed
- with Light, Crowned with Stars, inebriated with pure

fpiritual Joys. We fhall fee God as he is, know himas we
are known by him, love him ardently, converfe with
him eternally, yea a ftate, it will be fo infinitely heppy,
that ’twill leave us nothing to hope for.

This Four-fold ftate of Man the Scripture doth evident-
ly expres. Now thefe are fuch things as could never have
entred into our Hearts to have imagined, had not the word
of God defcribed them to us, and thereby inftruéted us in
the knowledge of our felves, as well as of God and Chrift.

Now let us put thefe fix particulars together. The
Scripture inftru@s us in the knowledge of fuch things as

+are intelligible only by divine Revelation, it teacheth us
the moft fublime and lofty Truths, ’tis a moft inexhaufti-
ble Fountain of Knowledge, the more we draw, the more
ftill fprings up ; it teaches that Knowledge that is neceffa-
ry to Salvation. It is of undoubted certainty, and

“tual Trush, And Latily, it informs us in the knowledge
of our Selves; and certainly , if there be any thirft n

~you after Knowledge, there needs no mare be fpoken to

- perfwade you to the diligent ftudy of the Scripture, which
15 a rich Store and Treafury of all Wildom and Know-
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.“Thus we have feen how the Scriptures inform the Judg-

ment. Let us now briefly fee how they reform the Lite,

and what pra@ical influence they have upon the Souls .of

Men. Now here the word of God ‘hath a mighty Opera-
tion, and that in fundry particulars. - ~

Firft, This is that word that convinceth and humbles:
the ftouteft and proudeft Sinners: There are two forts of
fecure -Sinners.  Thofe who vaunt it in the Confidence:
of their own Righteoufnefs; and thofe who are fecure:
through an infenfibility of their own Wickednefs. Both-
thefe the word when it is fet home with Power, convin-
ceth, humbles, and brings to:the Duft. . It defpoils the Self-
Juftitiary of all that falfe Righteoufnefs he once boafted of
and trofted to. . 7 :was alive ofce without  the Law (faith
St: Paul) but when the Commandment came, fin.revived and
I dyed, Rom. 7. 9. It awakens and alarms the fenfelefs,
feared Simmer. How many have there. been, that have
fcorned God, -and 'defpifed’ Religion;,” whom yet one curfe
or threat of this word hath made to tremble and fall down
before the convincing Majefty and-Authority of it 2 - :

Secondly, This is that word that fweetly comforts and
raifeth thenr after their Deje@ions; Al other Applications -
to-a-wounded Spirit ate improper and. impestinent. ’Fis -
only Scripture-Confolation that can eafe it.. . 7he Jeaves of
this Beok are-hike. the leaves of that Tree, Rev. 12. which -
were for the:liealing of the Nations. . The: fame: Weapon -
that wounds muft here work the cure. .

Thirdly, This is' that word thar works the mighty -
change upan the heart in Renovation. Take a2 Man that
funs:on in vile and defperate: Courfes, that fells himfelf to
do-Iniquity, ard commits all manner of Wickednefs with
Greedinefs,- and males ufe of all the Arguments that.reafon :
«<an fuggeft; thefe feldom reclaim any from their Debau-
cheries.. Qr if in fome few they do. reform the Llfc.tg; :

T Uu.
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they can never change the heart.. But now  thas which
no other means can effe@, the Word of Ged can, P/ak.
19. 7,7 The Law of God is pesfech canverting the Souh | ..
Fourthly, This is that word that ftrengthens. and armis.
the People of God to endure the greateft temporal Evils,
only in hope of that future reward which it puniflieth.
Fifthly, This ‘is that word. that contains if it fugh 4.
Cohleddror . of Rules ;and Dutigs, - that whofoever obferves.
and obeys, flall in the ehd infallibly obtairr everlating life.
Though I can but, juft mention thefe Heads untor you, yet
there is enouglt in themy to perfwade you to be diligent in:
the Scriptures. . B thew (faith. our Saviour) yo shivk ro-
have BternabLife.. .- .. . . o
We areall-of us guiley Malefa@ors; but.God hath been:
pleafed to afford us the Mercy of the Book: And what,
{hall we not fo much as read for our Lives?

- This is rhat Book aecording to whidh we muft either
finnd or fall, be:acquittedior condemned Eternally. Fhe
unalterable Seritence of the laft day will pafs upom:us; a8
it is hera recorded in- tfis Seripture.. Here: wemay befores
hand know our Doom, and what will become of us to all
Eternity. Fle thar belicveth fball be faved, but be that ke
liewethwot fball be davemed. "Tisfaid, Rev. 20.12. That when
the'dead flood. before. God to be Judged, the. Books were
opened:: That is, theiBook of Confcience, dand . the Book
of the . Scripeure. Be perfvaded to open :this Book, ‘and
to judge your felves out of it before the laft day = *Tis not
a fealed Book to you, you may there read what your pre.
ferit Seave is,. and foretell wint your future witl be. i it be
aStitimofl Skt amd Wrach,. fearch - farther; there: are. D
seshions: thow-yow: mey cange this wretched. Staperfor's
dobear. I i: be 2 Sbate. of Grace and. Favour, ‘there ard
Rufes how to preferve you in it. "Tis 2 word fuited to
alt Pezfons; alb Quealions, all Bxigeacies. It inﬁ;:;t the
R v ! norant,.
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Ignorant, ftrenﬁthens the Weak, comforts the Difconfo-
late, fupports the Afflicted, relieves the Tempted, refolves
the Doubtful, dire&s all to thofe ways which lead to end- *
lefs Happinefs; where, as the Word of God hath dwelt
gc‘:)lcx’l‘y in us, fo we fhall dwell for ever glorioufly with

" Newly Printed,
Ractical Difcourfes concerning Death and Hea-
. ven; difcc;_veringt‘l:e c‘aJtarI:Igecciﬁ of laf -
dy Preparation for Death, t er of neglectin
or delaying fuch Pr:gmtions, with Reafonsand Arg-
ments to enforce the practice of it, and DireGtions
or the right Management thereof. Alfo the Ex- e
cellency, Glory, and Happinefs of Heaven opened and
explain’d, as the Portion of all true Believers after
Death ; with Motives and Encouragements unto all
Chriftians to fecure to themfelves an Intereft therein.
Sold by Nathanael Ranew a¢ the King's-Arms sn
. $e-Pal's Churchyard,
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