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A Catechiftical
EXPOSITION
OF THE
Lods Peayer,

By way of
LHYUESTION and ANSWER.

By the Right Reverend Father in God, EZEKIEL,

Lord Bifhop of Derry ; by which he examined the Youth
* each Lord’s-Day, during the whole Time he preached
* 'upon the Lord’s Prayer.

Quet. ]S the Lord s Prayer a Form of Prayer, or oncly a
Pattern for Prayer »

Anfw. It is both: Thatit is to be ufed as a Form, ap-
pears, Luke x1.2. When ye pray, fay, Osr Father which
art in Heaven, &c. Thatit is a Pattern, Mart. 6. 9. After
this Manner therefore, pray ye: Our Father which art in

Heaven, &¢.
Ff Q. What
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Q. What are the Parts of this Prayer ».
- A: They are Four. . S

1. The Preface or Introducion.

2. The Petitiohs and Requefts.

3. The DOxolo‘gy or Praife-giving.
4. 'The Conclufion and Ratification-

Q. What is the Preface to this Prayer »
A. Our Father which art in Heaven.
Q. What obferve you from it >
A. That inthe Igginning of our Prayers, we ought fe--
rioufly to tonfider, afd reverently to exprefs the glorious
Attributes of God; as an excellént Means to ¢ompofe us
into an Holy Fear of his Divine Majefty.
Q. How many are the Petitions contained in this Prayer >
A. Six; Whereof the three firft refpet God's Glory,
ard the thre¢ laft our own Geod. ‘
Q. What learn you from this Order and Method » '
A. That we ought firft to feek God’s Glory, before any
Interefts and Concerns of our own.
Qq How are thofe Petitions divided, which immediately .
concern the Glory of God » L C e
A. In the firlt of them we pray- that God may be glari-
ﬁéﬁd ; in the other two, for the Means- whereby heis glo- -
rified.
' 3 How-divide yon thofe Petitions which concern oar smn
ood > .
g ;. Ome relatés to our Temporal, the other two o tur
Spiritual good. L :
Q. What obferve you from placing the Petition for our -
Temporal good, in the Midft of this Prayer-#
.. That we are onely to bait at the World in our Pats .
fage to Heaven, .and.onely refrefh our (elves with our daily

Bread, in our Way and Journey thither. :
S A Q. What -
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(} What are - the.Petitions which relate to eur Spiritual
- goo 3 i
A. They aretwo: One whereby we beg the Pardon of
olxlxr Sins ; the other whereby we beg Deliverance from
sthem.

Q. What afcribe you to God in the Doxology »
4. Four of his moft glorious Attributes.

1. Firft, His Sovereignty ; Thine is the Kingdom.

2. Secondly, His Omnipotence ; And the Power.

3. Thirdly, His Excellency ; 4nd the Glory.

4. Fourthly, The Eternity and Unchangeablencfs of
-all thefe ; They are Thine for ever. ‘ |

Q. What figniftes that Particle Amen, at the End of this
Frayer? '
4. It fignifies two Things.
.80 be it ; Which notes our Defire for the obtaining
of whatwe ask.
eard Se it fball be ; Which notes our Affurance of being
‘heard. |
Q. What is the Preface to the Lord’s Prayer?
.A. Our Father which art in Heaven.
Q. What doth this reach us
A. That in our Entrance into Prayer, we fhould feri-
oufly confider both the Mercy of God as he is our Father ;
-and likewife his Majefty as he is in Heaven: That the one
may beget in us Filial Boldnefs, and the other awfull Re-
wverence, and by the mixture of both, we may be kept from
: ir and Prefumption. :
. Tw what Refpelts may God ke ftiled Father ?
A. In three efpecially.

1. Firft in refpe& of the Eternal Generation of his
Son. And fo this Title is proper onely to the fir{t Perfon
-of the Trinity. ‘ .
: Ffa 2. In
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2. In refpeét of Creation and Providence, and {6 he
is the Father of all: Mal. 2. 10. FHave we not all one Father»
Fath wot one God created us »

3. In refpe of Regeneration and Adoption: And fo:
he is the onely Father of the Faithfull; John 1. 12.13.
But as many. as received bim; to them gave he power to be-
come the Sons of God, even to: them that believed on bis
Name : Which were born, not of Blood, nor of the VVill of
Flefh, nor of the VVill of Man, but of God': Rom. 8. 15, 16.
For ye have not received the Spirit of Bondage again to Fear :
But ye bave received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry
- Abba Father. The Spirit it [elf beareth witnefs with our Spirit,
that we are the Children of God.

Q. In what Refpells do we call God Father in this
Prayer » '

A. In the two laft: As he hath created us and doth pre-
{erve us, and as he hath regenerated and adopted us.

Q._When ye flile God, the Father, do ye mean onely God'
the Father, the firft Perfon of the Trinity ?

A. No. For God the firft Perfon is eminently called, the
Father, not in refpec of us, but irr refpet of Clrift.. In-
refpe& of us the whole Trinity, beth Father, Son, and
Holy Ghott is our Father which is in Heaven; Ifaiah 9. 6.
For unto-us a Child is born, unto us a Son- is given 5 and the
Government [ball be upon his Shoulder : and his Name fball be
called, Wonderfull, Counfellour The Mighty God, The Ever-
lafting Father, The Prince of Peace. John 3. 5. Fefus an-
fwered, Verily, verily, I fay unto thee ; Except a Man be
born of Water and oj]rbe- Spirit, be cannot: enter: intothe King-
dom of God > . .

Q. What is implied in this Particle Cur, Our Father?

A. That God is the Father of all Men; He is. the Father
of the VVicked by Creation, and Providence; but efpsci-
ally of the Godly by Regeneration and Adoption. Q I
. k  Is.
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Q. & it proper in our fecret Prayers to fay, Our Fathes:

A. Itis: For fo we find: Dan. 9. 17. Now sberéfore, O
our God, hear'the Prayer of thy Servamt, awd his Supplica-
tions, and caufe thy Face to fhine upon thy Sanftuary that is
defolate, for the Lord's Sake.

Q. What learn we by Riling God our Father >

4. Firft to eftcem one another as Bréthren ; finceall par-
take of the fame commonNature;muchmore as we partake
of the fame efpecial Grace: To intereft one another in our
Prayers, and thereby maintain the Communion of Saints.

. But fince God is every where prefent, why hath our
Saviour taught us to direll our Prayers to owr Fatber in
Heaven > B N A .

‘A. Firft; becaufc Heaven is the moft glorious Placeof
God's Refidence; and therefore God is reprefentedtq us in
Heaven, toaffe us with his Glory and Majefty.

Secondly ; Becaufe God no where hears our Prayers

with acceptation but onely in Heaven, . For there anely
are they reprefented by Chrift's Interceffion, which he
makes in both Natures. L L
Q. What learn ye from our being, commanded to- dired. onr
Prayers to God in Heaven » | o

A. That we fliould fo pray as to plercc'Heavct‘r,' whicix;
cannot be done by the ftrength.and intention. of ‘our Voice,.

but of our Zeal and Affe&ion. |
Q. s the Voice neceffary in Prayer >
A. It is, onely upon three Accounts.

_ 1. A that.which- God requires fhould be imployed:
in his Service: — L
2. VVhen in fecret it, may be. an'&;]f to raife our- Af-
geeaions,» ftill keeping it-within the Bounds: of Decency and-
crecy. |

raife and quicken their Affections.. . -+, .
SRS ) L QW

3- In our joyning With others it is an help likewife, to:
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vQ Hbas is the firft Petition of the Lord’s Prayer 2
U . Heallowed besthy Name. - ' ‘
- Qz What is here meant by the Name of Ged »

 A. Firft,God's Name is him@If: -Pfal. 20. 1. The Lori

kear thee in the Day of Troublethe Name of the God of Jacob
defend thee ; and many other Places.
- -$écondly, ‘The Name .of God ‘is any perfetion afcri-
‘bed unto.him, ;whereby he hath made himfelf known un-
10 UE. . i o

Q. What are the Names of God »

A. His Titles, and his Attributes.

Q. What are his Titles » '

A. They are many; as Jebovah, which ﬁ%ziﬁes Being,
and }ﬂ;ﬁ ‘being 3 Creator, denoting his Infinite Power;
"Lerd, King, denoting his Authority and Dominion;
Father, fignifying his Care and Goodnefs towards his Crea-
tures; Redeemer, noting his Mercy and Grace, in deliver-
wgithem' from' Teihporal Evils, and efpecially from:Eter-
naliDeath. . i .

Q. What are the Attributes of God->

A, They are of two Sorts, cither Incommunicable or

‘Communicable. E
- Q. WWick are:bis-incommmnicatle Astributes ?
- A Stich-gs'are £ proper 4o 'the Divine Effence, that
“they cannot in any Meafure or Refemblance be afcribed
to the Creatures. Such are the Eternity, Immenfity, Sim-
plicity, and Immutability. -

Q. What are his communicable Attributes ?

" 4. They are fach as may in fome Analogy and Refem-
"blance be found in the Creatures. As Holinefs, Juftice,
Mercy, Truth, VVifdomand Power.. |
Q. Bince they are ro be found in the Croatures, bow are
they then the proper Names of God » o
4. They are the preper Names of God, when they are
applied to him free from alt thofe $mperfetions that attend
~thiem in the Creatures. Q. Whar
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Q. W'bmare tb{/& Impeyfeéhm S
A, Thc ~axe Ih;:ccs - R ‘:_ ﬂ

I. Fu’ﬁ That all the Perfections of the Creatures, are
mot Ongmally from themfelves, but dcrwatwcly from -

2. Secondlya, 'I’hey are not infipite, but lumted z
3. Thirdly, They are not unchangeable, but mutable.

Q. How then do thefe become the Names of God

A. VVhen we afcribe them unto God as Originally
?'ffm hunfdf and mﬁmtely, and undxangeably m him--
(S ' . .

Q, What. is it to hadlow this Nam of God 3 - S

4. Tt fignifies to make his Name Holy. | :

Q. How can God or his Name be made FHoly
.. Neither by Dedication to Holy Ules, nor by Infuﬁon ‘
of Holy Habits; both which are frequently in . Scrip~
ture called Hallowing or San&xfymg, but onely by De-
claration of his Glory and Holinefs. - .

Q. Howdo we hallow the Name of God 5 Declaratwn ?

‘A.. VVhen in our mof} reverend Thoughts we obferve
and ‘admire the Expreffions - of his- -Attributes, and in-
deavour to fcc them. forth 10 others, both in VVords md
AGj ons.
. What pray you for in this Pemmt, I-fallowed be thy.A
Name> '

A, For three Things in the General,

1. Firft, VVe beg fuch Graces for our ﬁ:lves, as may in- -
able usto fm&xﬁe the Name of God. = )
Q. What are they efpecially > |
A. Knowledge and Underftanding of his Natute, VVill
and VVorks ; Thankfulnels for every Mercy, Patience
under every Afflicion; Faith in his V¥ord and Prom:%s :
or .
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For to Ixlieve God's VVord gives Glory to his Name ;
Rom. 4. 20. He flazgered not at the Promife of God throwgh
Unbelief ; but was ffrong in Faith, giving Glory toGod : An
Holy and Exemplary Life whereby we efpecially glorifred
God, and induce others to do {o too: Mart. 5. 16. Let
Jyour Light [o fbine before Men, that they may fee your good
Works, and glorifie your Father which is in FHeaven. And
laftlty, favoury and) well ordered Speech, that we may not
prophane the Name of God by Oaths, or Curfes, or vain
ufing it ; but fpeak of him with all Holy Fear, and Re-
verence. .

Q. What elfe do we beg of God in this Petition >

A. VVe beg that others alfo may receive Grace to ina-
ble them to fan&ifie his Name.  And Thirdly, we beg that
God would fo over-rule all Things; that his Glory may
be promoted by them.

. What learn yon from Chriff's making this the firf2 Pe-

tition of bis Prayer ? -

A. 1. Firft, That the Glory of God is to be preferred
by us, beforeall other Things whatfoever. John 12.2%,28,
Now is my Soul troubled, and what fhall I fay : Father fave
me from this Hosr: But for this Caufe came Iunto this Four,
Fatber,: gloriféi thy Name. Then came there a Voice from
Heaven, [aying, I have both glorified it, and will glorifie it
again.

2. Secondly, That in the Beginning of our Prayers, we
- ought tobeg Affitance from God, to prefent them that his
Name may be hallowed. ‘ ,

Q. What is the fecond Petition of the Lord’s Prayer »

A. Thy Kingdom come. '

Q. How manifeld is the Kingdom fof God ?

4. It is two fold, either Univerfal, or elf¢ his peculiar

Kingdom.
’ Q. What
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- Q. What is God's Univerfal Kingdom > ‘

A. The whole VVorld ; both Heaven and Earth, and
Hell it felf and all things in them : Pfal. 103. 19. 7he Lord
kath prepared his Throne in the Heavens, and his Kingdom
ruleth over all. '

. Q. How doth God exercife his Dominion over this King-
lom :

A. By the Power of his Providence, difpofing of all his
Creatures and all their Actions, according to his VVill.

- Q. But fince wicked Men are Rebels againft God, how doth
be maintain bis Dominion over them >

A. Three ways.

1. Firft, In that they cannot fin without his Per-
miffion. o ’
fétl,x'.. Secondly, In that he reftrains them when he plea-

3. Thirdly, In that he juftly punifheth them for their
Sins, fometimes in this Life, always in the next.

Q. What is God's peculiar Kingdom>

. A. His Kingdom of Grace, which is the Church, and
that, either Mr'itant here on Earth, or elfe Triumphant in

Heaven. . » S

Q. How is the Church Militant to be confidered >

A. As it iseither Vifible or Invifible. ‘

Q. What is the Vifible Church of God here on Earth ?

A. It is a Company of People openly profefling the
Truths that are neceflary to Salvation, and celebrating the
Ordinances appointed by Jefus Chrift. :

Q. What is the Univerfal Kingdom or Church of God »

A. Itisa Company of true Believers, whohave Eternal
and Invifible Communion with God by his Spirit, and
their Faith.

Q. What obferve yox of both >

Gg A Its
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A. Its Mixture aad Bimperfedtion; for in the Vifible
Church here isa grem Mixture of Pat{ohs, ¢he Bad with
‘he Goddl 3 in the Ihvilible there is 2 grest Mixture in Per~
fohs of Evil with Good, and Sia with Grace.

Q. You bave formerly told us that the Charch of Chriff
n dits Pregrefs i Y Church Militwnt, eltoér Vigble or In-
vifible; and that the Church of Chrift ix its Confanemn-
2idm, 75 the Tharch Trinniphort, What is ¢bis Slurch Tri-
umphant ?

of. The general Affembly of fach glorious Angels as ne-
ver fell; and fuch glorified Saints, asare raifed from their
Fall.

Q. What is that Kingdom, which in this Petition we pray
may come ? '

A. Not the Univerfal Kingdom of God, which is the
VVorld, for his Dominion thetein is always. the fame;
but onely the peculiar Kingdom which is his Church,
;:nd lr:'.wreeﬁiwiixﬂj' that pare of it, whichis Militant on

art

Q. 7 what Refpeits may God's Kingdom be faid to come

A. In Three.

_u. Firft, In refpe@ of the Means of Grace and Salva-
tion; which are the VVord, and Sacraments; for where,
thefe are difperfed, there God's Kingdom is eraed.

_ 2. Secondly, In refpect of the Efficacy of tiris Means.
in the Converfion of Sinners; whereby they are brought
nto the Iwvifible Kingdom of Chrift.

3. Thirdly, In refpe@ of the Perfe@ion of this King-
dom; for then God’s Kingdoth ‘cotnes, when the Saint’s
Gtaves: are inmvreafdd 3 when their Souls #re received mto
Heaven, and when both Souls and. Bodies are confumma-
wod in Glory.

Q. What do we pray for, when we fay, Thy Kingdom

come 2
4 1. Firft,
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. 4. 1. Firft, That God fhould plant his Church where
it is not: That all the Kingdoms of the Earth mgy be
come the Kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chrift.

2. Secondly, That his Qrdinapces may be purely and
powerfully adminiftred ; his word truly preached, which is
the Law of his Kipgdom, and his Sacraments duely dif-
pens'd, which are the Seals of it.

3. 'Thirdly, That God woyld fend intp his Chusch able
and faithfull Minifters, to be faithfull Stewards of the My-
fieries of the Gofpel, . .

4. Fourthly, That the Miniftery of the Word may be
fuccefsfull to the Converfion of thofe that hearit.

5. Fifthly, That al] the Churches of Chrift may be
kept from Errour, Schifim, Superflition 3nd Idolatry, and
that trye Dodtrine and dye Difcipline may be continued
in them to the End of the World.

Q. But may we not pray alfo for the Church Trixmphant in

Heaven? . ' Lo, .
A. We may forthe fulfilling of what 15 promifed.

e;. Firft, That the Number of them may be comples-
ted. ’
2. Secondly, That their Perhns m3y be compleated.
That the Baodies of thofe Saints which now .fleep m the
Duft, may be raifed, united to their Souls, apd bath
made Eternally glorious in the Kingdom of Hggven.

Q. Is wot this praying for the Dead [o, juftly condemned of
Papifh Superfiition 2 | : o

A. No: for we pray nof for another Stpte, as the Pa-
pifts do, when they pray for Soujs to be delivered out of
Purgatory, but we pray for the Perfedion of the {ame
State, in which the Souls of the Faithful glready are; we
| Gg 2 pray
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not for their Releafe out of Torments, but for a
joyfull Refurre@ion, which both th?y and we expect; and
whatfoever may be the Object of our Faith and Hope,
may well be the Subje& of our Prayers.
. Which is the third Petition >
A. Thy VVill be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.
Q. How is the Will of God diftinguifbt 2 o
A. Into the Will of his Purpofe, or the Will of his Pre-
cept ; or into his fecret and revealed Will o
Q. What is the Will of God’s Purpofe » _
A. His Eternal Counfels and Decrees whereby he hath
fore-ordained whatfoever comes to pafs.
Q. What is the Will of God s Precept >
A. His holy Laws contained in the Scriptures of- the
Old and New Teftament ; wherein he hath revealed to us
the Duties we ought to perform for the obtaining of Eter-
nal Life. : - :
Q. How do thefe two Wills differ »

A. 1. Firft, In that there are many things which God
wills by his VVill of Purpofe, that he hath not willed
by his VVill of Precept. For God commands nothing
but what is Holy, yet he purpofeth to permit many things
that are Evil. o :

2. Secondly, In that we may effeGually refitt his Will
of Precept, {0 as to hinder the Accomplifhment of it, as
we do whenfoever we fin ; but we cannot refift the Will
of God’s Purpofe, though many times to endeavour it, is
our indifpenfible Duty.

Q. Ought not the Will of the Creature to be conformed
to the Will of God in all things ? :

A. Yesto the Wil of his Precept ; for that alone is the
Rule of our Obedience : But in all things to conform to
the Will of his Purpofe may involve us in the graatiftf

L - (191198
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Guilt. AQ&s 2. 23. Being delivered by the determinate
Counfel, and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by
wicked bands have crucified and flain. ,

Q. Is there not thew a manifeft repugrance between God's
- Will of Purpofe, and of FPrecept >

A. No: for the Object of God’s VVill of Purpofe is
Event; but of his VVill of Precept, Duty ; and it is no
contradi@ion for God to will, or permit that to be which
he hath willed, or commanded us not to do.

Q. Which of thefe do we pray may be done >

A. VVe efpecially and abfolutely pray, that the VVill
of God's Precept, may be done in Earth as it is in Hea-
ven, - ' '

Q. What confiderations may excite us to be earneft in this
Réqueft 2

A. Firft, becaufe there isa great relucancy in our cor-
rupt Nature, againft the holy VVill of God; therefore
we ought earneftly to pray, that he by his Grace would
fubdue it. A

Secondly, becaufe the Glory of God is deeply concern’d
in doing his Will, for by this we own his Sovereignty,
and our Subjecion to his Laws and Kingdom.

Thirdly, becaufe our own Intereft is deeply concern’d in
it ; for it is oncly by doing his Will we can inherit the
Promifes. ' Rev. 22. 14. Bleffed are they that do bis Com-
mandments.

Q. Ought we not abfolutely to pray, that God's Wil of
Purpofe may be done >
A. No: And that becaufe many things are brought to
pafs by this Will, which we ought to pray againft; as
Temporal Evils, and the Permiffion of Sin.
Q. How then do the Saints in Scripture pray for the Ac
complifbment of this Will of God; as in 1 Sam. 3. 188. Anc}
amue
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Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him :
and he faid, k is the Lord, let him do what feemeth him
good. 2 Sam.15.26. But if he thus fay, I have no de-
Iight in thee ; behold, here am I, let him do to me as
feemeth good unto him. 4#s21. 14. And when he
would not be perfwaded, we ceafed, faying, The Will of
the Lord be done. And our Saviour, Fske 22. 42. Say-
ing, Father if thou be willing, remove this Cup from me;
neverthelefs, not my Will, but thine be done. :

A. Thefe are not fo much Prayers, as Declarations of
their Submiffion unto, and Patience under the Hand of
God.
Q. May we wot pray at all, that God's Will of Purpefe
may be done »

A. Yes, itis for Temporal, or Spiritual, or Eternal Blef
fings on our felves or others.

%L What force doth the Particle Thy carry in it, when we
pray, Thy will be done ?
; A It may be taken either emphatically, or exclu-
ively. '

1. Firlt, It Gignifies that God's Will ought to be pre-
ferred above, and before all others. A&s 4.19. But Peter
ovd Joim asfwered and faid unte them, whether it be right
e the fught of God, to bearken unto you more thaw wnto
God, jadge ye. Both becau it is moft Soveraign, and
becauf€ it is moft Holy and Perfed ; fo that wea@ moft
like Men, when we a@& moft like Chriftians.

2. Seoondly, It fignifies exclufively that God's Will,
and not our own, may be done. For otrs being carmal
and corvapt, we pray for the fubduing it to his,

Q. What mean yon by praying that God's Wiﬂ&c?{m
o Eareh »

A. Firft,
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" A Firft, T pray that it may be done by my felf, and
aff others living on the Earth. Pfal. 67. 2. That thy way
may be kwown upon Earth, thy faving Health amowg afl Na-
tions.

Secondly, We pray that we may improve the few Da
of this Mot;al'Life, in the Service of god; for there xs);;
Device nor Operation in the Grave.

Q. Huxving givem this Account of the Petition in the
Mutter of it, what is next obfervable :

A. The Proportion of &, s #t is in Heaven.

Q. But is it not impoffible te do the Wik of God in Earth
as it is dowe in Heaven, where the Foly Angels do perfeitly
perform it >

A. It is as to the Equality of Perfetion, but not as to
the Similitude and Proportion of our Endeavours after it.
For we are commanded to be holy 2s God is holy, and per-
fe&, as our heavenly Father is perfect: Matt. 5. 48. Be

ye therefore perfell, even as your Father which is in Flea-
ven is perfel - Which Command we obey when we fe-
rioufly endeavour it. :

Q. How then is the Will of God done in Heaven >

A. Firft, Phine Obedience is abfolutely perfe@, both as
to Parts and Dégrees ; that is to fay, they obey all God's.
Will enjoinedthem, and that with all thenr might; and:
after this Perfe€tion we ought to ftrive, and in this Pe-
tition pray for a greater Meafure of it.

Secondly, Fheir Obedience is chearfull, not extorted:
by Fears or Sufferings.

Thirdly, They do the Will of God with Zeal and Ar-
dency. PRl 104. 4. -Who makerh bis Awgels fpirits, his
Minifters a flaming Fire.

Fourthly, They do it with Celerity and ready Difpatch;.
and therefore the Angels are often in Scriptare defcribed
o have Wings. : o ) _

Kifthly,
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Fifthly, The Will of God is done in Heaven, with all
poffible Proftration and Reverence. Rev. 4. x0. The four
and twenty Elders fall down before him that [at o the
Throne, and worfbip bim that liveth for ever and ever, and
caft their Crowns before the Throne, [aying.

Sixthly, The Will of God is done in Heaven with Con-
ftancy and Perfeverance. Rev. 7. 15. Therefore are they be-
fore the Throne of God, and ferve bim Day and Night in his
Temple; and be that fitteth on the Throne fball dwell among
them. And thus we ought to pray.and cndeavour, that
we may do the Will of God on Earth.

- Q. What learn you from this 2

A. That we ought not to fatisfie our felves in compa-
ring our Obedience with other Mens, as the boaftin
Pharifee did; but to take the Examples for our Holinefs
from Heaven, and to endeavour to imitate the Purity of
Angels, and the God of Angels: For St. Paul himfelf
when he prefcribes his Life as an Example for Chriftians, |
doth it onely as he followed the Pattern of Chrift, 1 Cor.
11. 1. Be ye followers of me, evenas Ialfo am of Chrift.

Q. We bave already confidered the three firft Petitions,
which immediately related to God s Glory ; it remains now to
treat of thofe which immediately comcers our own Good;
Which is the firft of them > ' : :

A. That, wherein we beg the good things of this
prefean[t Life, in thefe words, Give us this Day our daily
Bread.

Q. What is here meant by Bread »

A. All Temporal and Earthly Bleflings that contri-
bute, “either to our being, or well being: For Bread being
the moft ufual and ufefull Support of Life, it is often in
Scripture put for all kind of Provifion neceffary for natu-
ral Life. Gen. 3. 19. In the Sweat of thy Face fhalt thou
eat Bread, till ‘thou_retwn into the Ground, for out of it
wafF thou taken, for Duft thou art, and wnto Duf} fbalt thou
retirn. Q. What
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Q. What learn we bence > A
A. Thatit isnot below a Spiritual Chriftian to pray for

Temporal Mercies, both becaufe they are needfull for us.

Matt. 6. 32. (For after all thefe things do the Gentiles feck)

for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all thefe

things : And God hath promifed to beffow them. Phil.

4.19. But my God fhall fupply all your «ced’ according ta his

Riches ih Glory, by Chrift Fefus. - .
Q. How ought we to pray for them >
A. Onely conditionally ; if it may confit with God’s

good Pleafure to beftow them, otherwif¢ we do not pray

but invade ; and if it may confift with our good to re-
ceive them, otherwife we ask a Curfe inftead of a Bleffing.
- Q. What learn you from the word Give ? S

A. That God is the Giver of every Temporal Mercy.

Q. How is God faid to give as our daily Bread »

A. Firft, by producing it, and bringing it to us; for
though the Chain of natural Caufes be never fo long, yet
God holds the firft Link of it in his own hand; Hofea 2.
21, 22. And it [ball come to pafs in that Day, I will hear,
Jaith the Lord, I will hear the Heavens, and they fball bear
the Earth. Verl. 22. And the Earth fball hear the Corn,
and the Wine, and the 0il, and they fball hear Jezreel.

Secondly, by bleffing it to us, without which our daily
Bread can never noutith us; Deut. 8. 3. Awd be humbled
thee, and [uffered thee to bunger, and fed thee with Manna,
(which thou knoweft not, neither didthy Fathers know) that
be might make thee know, that Man dath not live by Bread
onely, but by every word that proceedeth out of the Mouth
of the Lord, doth Manlive. .

Q, What mean you wheu you pray for daily Bread >

A. By this we pray, That God would beftow upon us
daily thofe Mercies which are fufficient for the Day.

Q. What learn yox hence ?

A. That, as in praying for Bread, we pray for Conve-

- H h niencies ;

N
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o s ¢ ‘Superfluities or Delicacies: So in our
“fi‘;ﬁ%?g ’.uqoéaxfyrlirea%e, we pray for prefent {upplies ;. not-
~Goods laid up for many Years. Which teacheth us to
moderate our Cares and Defires after Earthly Things, and
to reft fatisfied in God’s Providence and prefent Ble(fings.
. Q. May we not then carefully provide for the Time to come,
and the Support of our Dependents ?
-~ A We may, arfl ought; but our Care muft be onely
prudent, and provident, not perplexing, and defponding,

Q. Why is that Exprefion, this Day, added ».

A. To fhew us, that every Day we ftand in need of
Suppliesfrom God ; and therefore fhould daily pray to re-
ceive them. v .

Q. Since we pray for daily Bread, why is it called onr
Bread ? :

A. To note, that we ought to ufe lawfull Means to ac--
quire what we pray for.

Q. What pray you for in this Petition > o

4. 1. That God would give us the good Things of this
Life, asthe Acquifitions of our lawfull Endeavours.

2. That he would blefs the Increafe of what is lawfully
ours. .

3: That he would beftow upon us a fpiritual Right, in
whatfoever we injoy, through Jefus the Heir of all Things.

4. Wepray, that we may nat defire nor covet what.is
anothers. ' -

5. We pray for Life it {elf, that it may beprolonged,
whilft God hath any Service for us to doin this World.

6. For all the Means that may lawfully preferve our
Life and Health. -

7. That he would ftrengthen our Faith and Dependence
on his Providence, who is the giver of all good:

8. That he would give us Contentment in that Portion
of Earthly Bleffings, which heallots us.

Q. What is the fifth Petition of the Lord s Prayer >
' \ ’ A. FOta-
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. 4. Forgive us our Debts, as weforgive our Debtors.

Q. What things are obfervable in this Petition ?

A. The Order, and the Matter of it.

Q. What obferve you from the Order of it » :

A. That after we have prayed for our daily Bread, we

are taught to pray for Pardon of Sin. Which Method is
moft rational.

1. Becaufe the Guilt of Sin many times, with-holds
from us thofe Temporal Comforts which we ftand in need
of. Ifaiah§9. 2. But your Iniquities bave feparated between
you and your God, and your Sins bave hid bis Face from you,
_ that he will not bear.

" - 2. Becaufe without Pardon of Sin, our Temporal In-
joyments, are but Snarcs and Curfes.- '
Q. What obferve you in the Matter of this Petition ?

A. Two things:. The Petition it f{elf, Forgive ss our
Debts: And the Condition, or Proportion, or Plea, and
Argument for obtaining this Forgivenefs; As we forgive
our Debtors. v

Q. What mean you here by Debts > - '

A. ThefamewhichSt. Luke x1. 4. Calls Sins. And for-
give us our Sins, for we alfo forgive every ome “that is in-
debted to us.

- Q. How ftand we indebted to God ». - o
. A. Weftand indebted to God, both as we are his Crea-
tures ; and as we are Offenders; on the former Account,we
owe God the Debt of Obedience ; on the latter, the Debt of
fuffering Punithment. ‘

* Q. Which Debt do we pray God to forgive » ‘

A. The latter onely ; for the former.is irremiffibly due
to our great Creator. . e

Q. How come we to be thus indebted unto God? -

" 4. By the Sentence of the Law, which condemneth
every Tranfgreffour of it, to undergo the Penalty it
threatens, which Penalty is alil manner of Woe’sandCurﬁ:z,

- Hh2 an
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and Everlafting Death. Gal 3. 1. Carfed is every one
that contimueth wot im all: things, sobich are written is the
Book of the Law tode them. Rom.-6.23. For the wages of
31'): is Death. FEzek 18. 4. The Soul that fimneth, it fhall
lie. -

Q. Since the Suffering of thefe, is the Debt we owe to Di-
vine Juftice, why [ay you that Sin is that Debt »

-'A. Becaufe Sin alone is the meritorious Caufe of thefe,
and we owe the Suffering of chem onely as we are Sin-
ners. :

Q. Are there no Sins venial in their own Nature, fo as
not to deferve Eternal Damnation ?

_A. No, not the leaft; for the wages -of every:Sin is
Death. All therefore are Mortal in their own Nature,
and all are Venisl thsough the Mercy of God in the Me-
er!?o (&f Chrift, excepting onely the Sin againft the Holy
- Q. Can. we o way pay off thefe Debts, [o as-to fatisfie the
Fuftsce of God > o ,

A. No: for neither can we do it by Obedienge, nor yet
by Sufferings. Not by the Duties of Obedience, for thefe
arg & Deht we oweto God's Holinefs and Soverajgnty ;
and therefore cannot pay the Debts we owe to his Ja-
ftice, and we cannot pay Debts by Debts: Not by fuffer-
ing ; for Sin beingan infinite Bvil, muft be punifh'd withan
igfmite Punithment ; but we cannot fuffer a Punifhment in-
finite in Degrees, therefore it muft be infinite in Durati-
on; fothatthe Damned in Hell {fhall never be able to fay,
It’s finifh'd. - : : '

Q. How vrhew may we bope to be acquitted of our Number-
lefs Debts » ~ , : .

A. Onely 'through the free Mercy and Grace of God,
pardoning them in Jefos Chrift; and therefare we pray,
Forgive ws our Debts.

 Q, What is Pardon, or Forgivenefs of Sin » I
: A It
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A. It is the removal of the Guilt of Sin. ;

Q. Whatiis the Guilt of Sin > o

A. The Guilt of Sin, is ekther the intrinfecal Defert of
‘Punithment ; or elfe an Obnoxioufnefs and Liablenef(s to
it, through God’s Defignation of the Sinner to undergo
it.

Q. Doth pardon of Sin remove both thefe Gailrs >

A. No: it removes not the former, for ftill the Sins of
thofe who are pardoned, do in themfelves deferve Eternal
Death : But it removes the latter, viz. it takes away our
Appointment unto Death. 2 Sam. 12. 13. And David
Jaid unto Nathan, I have fimned againft the Lord, awd Na-
than faid unto David, the Lord alfo bath put away thy Sin,
thew [balt not die.

Q. How is it confiftent with the Juftice of God, to pardon
Offenders without Punifbment ?

A. Though Believers are not perfonally appointed to
Punithment ; yet Myftically they are ; which Punithment
they have already fuffered in Chrift their Surety, with
whom they are made one by Faith.

Q. Towhom is this Prayer for Pardon of Sin direfled >

A. To God onely, whofe Royal Prerogative is to for-
give Sins, Ia. 43. 25. 7, even I, am he that blotteth out
thy Tranfgreffons for mine own [ake, and will not remember
thy fms. Mark 2. 7. Who can forgive fins, but God only >

. Have not the Minifters of the Gofpel power to forgive
fons, according to that of St. John 20. 2.3. Whefefoever fins ye
remit, they are remitted ?

A. They have a minifterial and declarative Power, as
Officers ; not an authoritative and judicial Power, as Sove-
raigns: As the Prince onely pardons, the Herauld proclaims
it: So God alone by the Prerogative of his Grace grants
pardon, the Minifter by his Office publifheth it ¢o all that
repent and believe.

Q. What
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Q. What then mauft we judge of that abfolute and piemary
Power, which the Pope qﬂifme: of pardoning Sins 2

A. That it proves him to be Antichrift, in exalting
himfelf above God ; 2 Theff. 2. 4. Who appofeth and ex-
alteth bimfelf above all that is called God, or that is wor-
Jhipped : fo that be as God fitteth in the Temple of God,
Shewing bimfelf that he is God. For whofoever can forgive -
wrongs done againft another, muft be fuperiour to him,
and have Authority to caufe the Perfon offended to furceafe
the Profecution, and fit down by the wrong done him.

Q. If God onely can forgive Sins, how then are we bound
to forgive thofe who trefpajsg againf? us.

A. We ought to forgive them fo far forth as they have
wronged us, but we cannot forgive the wrong they have
done to God in wronging us, but muft leave them to his
Mercy, and their Repentance.

Q. Since it is God s Prerogative and Glory to pardon fins,
what Inferences may we collefl from hence ?

4. Firft, That our pardon is free,and gratuitous, with-
out refpecting former Deferts, or expecting future Recom-

‘pence. -

Secondly, That our pardon is full and compleat, be-
caufe it is an AQ of God within himfelf; whereas what
he works in us, is in this Life imperfect ; Nothing of Guilt
is left upon the Soul when God pardons it, though ftill
there is {emething of Filth left in it when he fancifies it;
God does not pardon by halfs, nor leaves any Guilt to be
expiated by Purgatory.

Thirdly, Thatupon our Faith and Repentance, our fins,
whether greater or lefs, fewer or more, fhail be forgiven ;
for this makes no difference in infinite Grace and Mercy.

Q. But may not this incourage Men to cortinue in fin 2

4. Many do o abufe it, but their Damnation is fure and
juft. Deut. 29. 19,20. And it come to pafs, wken be Lear-
eth the words of this Curfe, that he bleffeth bimfelf i,n kis

' peart,
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beart, [aying, I fball have peace, though I walk in the Ima-
gination of mine beart, toadd Drunkennefs to Thirft, Ver.zo.
The Lord will not [pare him.

Q. Tou have formerly obferved, that it is God alone who
can forgive fins, and from thence inferred both the freenefs and
fulne[s of pardoning Grace. What oﬁﬁrw youfarther ?

A. 1. That though God’s pardoning Grace be altoge-
ther freely beftowed in refpe of us, Ifaiah 43. 25. 7, even
I am he that blotteth out thy Tranfgreffions for mine own
Jake, and will not remember thy Sins. Yet in refpe of-
Chrift’s Purchafe, it is not free, but coft him the Price of
his Blood,. Heb. 9. 22. And almaft all things are by the Law
purged with Blood, and without [bedding of Blood is no re--
miffion. Matt. 26. 29. But I fay unto you, I will not drink
bence-forth of this Fruit of the Vine, untill that day when F
drink it new with you in my Father's Kingdom. :

2. That the obtaining of Pardon is not free from the"
Performance of Conditions on our Part.

Q. Wit are the Conditions upon which Pardon is granted >

A. They aretwo; Faithand Repentance. A&s 10.437
That through his Name, whofoever believeth in him, fhall re-
ceive Remiffion of Sins. ACs 3.19. Repent ye therefore, and
be converted, that your Sins may be blotted out.

Q. Is therefore a mere forrow that we have finned, a fuffi--
cient qualification for obtaining Parden >

A. No: for fo Fudas is faid to repent.. Matt. 27.3. Thes
Fudas which had betrayed him, when he faw that be was con-
demned, repented himfelf, and brought again the thirty piecesof
Jrlver to the chief Priefts and Elders. But as true Repentance
includes in it a Sorrow of Heart, fo Reformation of Life; .
and Manners is always joined witha lively Faith. - :

Q. Is pardon of fiwan A% onely of God's Mercy » -

A. It is likewife an A& of God’s Juftice to pardon the
Sins of thofe, who perform the.Conditions of the Cove--
nant of Grace,

Q. How:
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Q. How prove you this ?

A. Bothby exprefs Scripture: 1 f{piﬂ:le of Johnr. 9. Jf
we confefs onr Sins, he is faithfull and juft to fergive us our
Sins, and to cleanfe ns from all swrighiconfme(s. ~And like-
wife by Scripture-Realon ; becaufe Believers being made
myflically one with Chrift ; therefore their Sins being al-
ready punifh’d in him their Surety, and their Debts paid
by him, cannot be again juftly punifh'd in their own Per-
fons, nor demanded from them.

Q. Is pardon of fin oxz-intire Fuftification
" 4. No: but it is one principal part ofit. For Juftifica-
tion confifts both in Remiffion of Sins, ard Acceptation of
our Perfons; the former depends upon Chrift’s Paffive, the
other upon his Active Obedience ; his Satisfacion applied
by Faith, makes us accounted guiltlefs of Death, and his
Obedience worthy of Life; both which compleat our
Juftification, Ephef. 1. 6, 7. 7o the Praife of the Glory of
his Grace, whercin he batk made us accepted in the Beloved.
Ver.7. In whom we have Redemption through his Blood, the
Forgivenefs of Sins according to the Riches of his Grace.

Q. We have thus confidered the Petition, Forgive us our
Debts, what remains fursher comftderable »

A The Condition upon which weask it, or the Plea we
urge for obtaining it ; A5 we fergive owr Debtors.

Q. Who are meant here by Debtors 2
-~ A4, Other Men:

Q. Fow are Men Debtors one to another 2 :

A. Either, 1. By owing them a Debt of Duty, and thus
all Men are mutually Debters to one another : Superiours
to Inferiours, and Inferiours to Superiours, and Equals
owe one another Love, Refpe@, and Kindnefs.

2. By owing them a Debt of Satisfaction for Injuries,
and Wrongs done to others.

Q. Which of thefe Debts is here meant ?

A. The
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.A. ‘The latter onely, for we are bound to forgive thofe
awho owe us Satisfaction and Reparation.

Q. What learn you from hence, that thofe who have wron-
~ ged others, are called their Debtors ?

' A. That they who in any kind wrong others, dre obli-
ged to make them fatisfaction: If in their good Names, by
acknowledging the Offence and- ftopping {landerous Re-
ports: If in their Goods and Eftates, by a full Reftitu-
tion.

Q. Is Reftitution neceflary to the obtaining of Pardou >

A. It is: For unjuft Detainure is as Evi%, as unjuft Sei-
{ure, and it is a continued Theft. And our Repentance
can never be true, while we continue in the Sin we feem
to repent of ; and without true Repentance, there can be
no Pardon or Salvation.

Q. But what if thofe we bave wronged, be fince dead ?

A. We ought to make Reftitution to thofe, to whom
i’s to be fuppofed, what we have detained would have
defcended. :

Q. If none fuch can be found, what muft we then do >

A. Then God's Right takes place, as the Univerfal Lord
of all, and we are obliged to reftore it to him, that is, to
his Servants ; and to his Family, and in the Works of
Piety and Charity.

Q. We have already confidered the Debtor’s Duty, which
is to make Satisfaltion and Reftitution ; what is the Duty of
the Creditor or Perfon wronged ?

A. To forgive his Debtors. For we pray that God
would forgive us, as we forgive them.

Q. Wherein doth this Forgivenefs confift ?

A. In two Things.

1. Firft, In abftaining from the outward A&s of Re-

venge upon them.
2. Secondly, In the inward Frame and Temper of our
Ii Hearts
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Hearts towards them, bearing them no Grudge nor Ill-
will ; but being as much in Charity with them, as though
they had never offended us.

Q. Muft we then fit quiet under every petulant Wrong that
is done us, and fo tempt others to the Sport of abufing us »

A. Private Revenge is in no Cafe whatf{oever to be al-
lowed. Rom. 12. 19. Dearly beloved, avewge wot your
Jelves, but rather give place unto Wrath; for it is written,
Vengeance is mine, and I will repay, faith the Lord. Re-
venge onely belongsto God,.and the Magiftrate to whom
he hath delegated it. Rom. 13. 4. For be is the Minifter
of God, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon bim that doth
Evil. -

Q. But if the Wrong done us tend to the Lofs of our mecef-
Jary Subfiftence, or our Life ; may we not refift it, and require
Jatisfaltion for it >

A. Wemay : But it muft be onely in a publick and legal
Way ; and even then we muft harbour no Malice againt
them, but be ready to perform all the Offices of Charity,
and Kindnefs within our Power.

Q. May we not profecute thofe whe bave wronged us, un-
 lefs the Injury Be intolerable »

A. We may when we cannot pafs by the Wrongs with-
out wronging others: But where the Tnjuries are fuppor-
table, and we may forgive them without injuring of o-
thers, the Law of Chriftianity commands us o to do.
Matt. 5. 39. But I fay unto you, that ye refift ot Evil, but
whofoever fhall fmite thee on thy Right Check, turn to him
the other alfo. Where the Scope of our Saviour is, that we
fhould rather be willing to fu&i a fecond Injury, thanto
revenge the firft in Matters tolerable, :

Q. But fince thisis a Duty fo comtrary to the revengeful
Humour of Flefb and Blood, what Arguments can you produce
2o perfwade the Praftice of it > :

A. 1. Firft,



A. 1. Firft, That it is far more honourable to forgive a
Wrong, than to revengeit. '

Q. How does that appear > ‘

A. 1. Firlt, Becaufe by pardoning Wrongs we ac like
God, and imitate him in that Attribute, wherein he
chiefly glories. Exod. 34.6. The Lord, the Lord God,
_ mercifull and gracious, long [uffering, and abundant in Good-

wefs and Truth.

2. Secondly, Becaufe te pardon is always the A& of 2
Superiour, and a Chriftian exprefleth the Royalty of his
Calling, by iffuing out of Pardons.

Q. What is the fecond Motive ‘

A. Confider how many Offences God hath forgiven us,
though the Diftance between him and us, is infinitely
greater, thanonely can be between fellow Creatures ; and
though our Offences againft him are infinitely more, and
greater, than which we are to forgive to others. Ours
againft him are but a few Pence.

Q. Which is the third Motive to enforce this Duty ?

A. The Confideration of that binding Particle, As - For-
give us as we forgive others.

Q. Wherein lies the force of this »

A. By this we feal the Guilt of our Sins upon our own
Souls, unlefs we be ready and willing to forgive others.
And {0 we turn our Prayers not onely into Sin, but into
a direfull Tremendous Curfe.

Q. Which is the fixth and laft Petition of the Lord s
Prayer » :

. A. Lead us not into Temptation, but deliver us from
vil.

Q. What learn you from the Method of this Petition »

A. In that it immediately follows the Petition, wherein
we prayed for Pardon of Sin; I learn that it fhould be our
Care, not onely to feek for the Pardon of paft Sins, but

the Prevention of Future. .
S Ii2 Q. How
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Q. How is this Petition divided ?

A. Into two Branches, the one Negative, Lead us not:
into Temptation ; the other Pofitive, but deliver us from
Evil.

Q. What fignifies the Word Temptation >

Al ﬁgnifﬁas proving or trying. Which fometimes is
done onely by way of Search and Exploration ; and fome-
times is joined with Suafion and Inducementy fo thas
Temptations are either merely probatory, or elfe they. are:
likewife fuafory. ‘

Q. How many Sorts of Temptatious are there >

A. Five in the general.

r. Whereby one Man tempts another.
2. Whereby a Man tempts himfelf.

3. Wliereby we tempt God.

4. Whereby God tempts us.

5. Whereby the Devil tempts us.

Q. How is one Man faid to tempt another > -

A. When either he perfuades him to what is Evil.
Prov. 1. 10. My Son, if Simmers intice thee confent thou not.
Or to do that which may bring him into danger, Luke
20. 23. Why tempt ye me >

Q. Howis Man sz’J to tempt himfelf »

A. Two ways.

1. Firft, When he unneceffarily rufheth into Danger,
and ventures upon the next Occafions of Sinning.

2. Secondly, When he is drawn away by his own Luft,
and inticed. James 1. 14. Bwt every-Man is tempred, when .
be is drawn away of his own Luf?, and inticed.

Q. How are we faid to tempt God s -
4. Two ways.. i
, } ¢ Flrﬁ,
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1. Firft, When we by our Sins provoke him to take
Vengeance upon us. Pfal. 95.8. Harden not your Hearts,
as in the Provocation: and. as in the Day. of Temptation in the
Wildernefs.

2. Secondly, When we prefumptuoufly try the Provi-
dence of God, having no Warrant nor Neceffity to caft
our felves upon the extraordinary Effe@s of it. Mat. 4.
6, 7. And [aith unto him, if thou ke the Son of God, caft
tb)'J[elf down.  Verl. 7. Thou fbalt ot tempt. the. Lord thy
God.

Q. How is God-faid to tempt us >

A. When in the Method of his holy Providence, he
brings us into fuch Circumftances, as will difcover either
our Graces, or Corruptions. Gen. 22. 1, 2. And it came
to pafs after thefe things, that God did tempt Abrabam, and
faid unto him, Verl. 2. Take now thy Som; and offer him
for a burnt-offering, upon ome of the Mountains which I.will’
rell thee of. 2 Chr.32.31. God left him, to try him, that
be might. know all that was-in.bis beart.

Q. How doth the Devil tempt us > : '

A. Alway by Suafion, inducing us by his- Art and Sub-
tilty, to the Commiffion of Evil,

& What. Temptations do we efpecially pray againft in this
Petition? . '

A. Three Sorts..

1. Firft, Such as proceed from our own Lufts and Cor-
ruption..

2. Secondly, Such as proceed” from- other Mens inti-
cing us to Evil, or infnaring us to Danger.

3. Thirdly, Such as proceed from the great Tempter, -
the Devil. ,

Q. What
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Q. What learn we bence »

A. That it is a Chriftian’s Duty, not onely to keep him-
felf from Sin, but alfo from Temptations to Sin.

Q. What Reafons confirm this >

A. Firft, Becaufe it is defigned of a rotten and corrupt
Heart, to be content to lie under a Temptation, though
it confents not to the Sin. That Soul is not chaft to
‘God, that is well-pleafed with Sollicitations to violate its
Duty. :

S?condly, Becaufe while a Temptation dwells upon our
Hearts, we are in imminent Danger of committing the Sin
to which we are tempted. :

Thirdly, Becaufe moft Temptations, are not onely
“Temptations, but Sins too, as all evil Thoughts and De-
fires. And as long as thefe abide'in us with any Compla-
cency and Delight ; fo long are we in the actual Com-
mifion of Sin.

Q. Howis God faid to lead Men into Temptation »

4. Three ways.

1. Firft, When he providentially prefents outward Ob-
je@s and Occafions, which do follicite and draw forth our
1award Corrupeions. - o

2. Secondly, When he permirs Satan, or wicked Men,
s Fe(beomrents to tempe us. And in thele two Sences
there is no Temptation whatfoever that befalls us, but God
feads us into it. ‘

3. Thirdly, When he withdraws the Influences of his
Gracs, and Spirit from s, withowe which Dereliction no
Temptation could prevail over us. 2 Chr. 32. 31. God
deft bim vo try bim, that be wight kxow all that was in bis
Heart.

Q. Whas thersfore dv we pray for, when we pray, Lead us
not into Temptation ? :

A. We pray for three Things. ’

, 1. Firft,
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1. Firft, That God by his Providence would {o order
and difpofe all the Occurrences of our Lives, as not to lay
before us thofe Objes, nor offer us thofe Occafions which:
might excite or call forth our inbred Corruptions.

2. Secondly, That he would not permit the Devil to
affault us, nor any of hisInftruments. .

3. Thirdly, That he would continue the Influences of
his Grace unto us, to enable us to- ftand when we are
tempted.

Q. For what ends doth God 'tbm: lead Men into Temptation >
A. Formany wife and holy Ends : efpecially Four.

1. Firft, To exercife and breath forth our Graces, to teach
us the Wars of the Lord, to adminifter Matter for our
Victory, and Occafion for our Crown and Triumph.

2. Secondly, To engage us to depend upon his Help
and Affiftance, and earncitly to implore Divine Succours.
and Supplies. «

'3. Thirdly, To glorific his Juftice and his Merey ; his-
Juftice in giving up wicked Men to the Rages of Tempta-
tions, to be hurried by them from Sin to Sin, punifhing,
one Iniquity with another, till at laft he punifheth all in
Hell. And his Mercy in fupporting his Children une
der them, and delivering them out of all their Temptati-
ons, making his Strength perfe@ in their Weaknefs. 2 Cor.
12.9. And be faid unto me, my Grace is fufficient for: thee;
for my Strength is made perfel in Weaknefs.

4. Fourthly, That by our Victory over Temptations,
he may confound the Malice of the Devil, and commend
the Excellency of his own Ways and Service. . Job 2. 3.
And the Lord faid unto Satan, baft thou confidered my Ser-
vant Job, that there is wone like him in the Earth, & perfed
awd an upright Man, eue that feareth God, and efcheweth

Evi/? \ ,
Q. Which"
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Q. Which is the pofitive part of this Petition ?

A. But deliver us trom Evil.

Q. What obferve you from the Order and Comnexion of
this Branch of the Petition with the former »

4. 1obferve, that the beft Security againft Sin, is-to
be fecured again{t Temptations to Sin.

Q. dre wot ftrong Temptations to Sin, an Excufe for
Sfinning 2

A. No: for the Devil can onely perfuade, he cannot
conftrain; for if be could compell, he would likewife Ju-
ftifie ; fince there isno Sin, where there is no Liberty. All
our Sins are of our own free Choice, and fo by Confe-
quence is the Eternal Mifery thy expofe unto. Hof. 13. 9.
O Ifrael thou haft deftroyed thy felf, but in me is thine belp.
John 5. 40. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have
Life. Matt. 23.37. O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou that kil
left the Prophets, and ffoncft them which are fent unto thee;
bow often would I have gathered thy Children together, even
as the Hen gathereth her Chickens under her Wings, and ye
would not. : .

. Q. Wherein confifts the great Danger of being tempted >

A. In the Sympathy and Suitablenefs that is between
‘Temptations, and our corrupt Natures, whereby they are
apt to excite our Affe@ions, and our Affe&ions will fway
our Actions. . )

Q_ What mean you by the word Evil, whex you pray, De-
liver us from Evil 2

A. Firft, Satan whofe Stile it is to be the Evil, or the
Wicked One. Matt. 13. 19. When any one beareth the word
of the Kingdom, and underftandeth it not, then cometh the
wicked onme, and catcheth away that which was [own in his
Heart. John 2. 13, 14. I write unto you, Fathers, becanfe
ye have known him, that is from the Beginning. Iwrit unto
:you young Men, becaufe you have overcome the wicked one.
Verl. 14. 7 have written unto you, Fathers, becaufe you have

' known
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known him that is from the begiming ; I have written unto
you young Men, becanfe ye are firong, and the Word of God
abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.

Secondly, All other Evils, whether they be of Sin, or
for Sin; whether Tranfgreflions or Punifhments, But efpe-
cially Sin, which is the greateft of all Evils.

Q. Why call you Sin the greateft of all Evils »

A. Becaufe it is fo both in its Nature and Confequents.

1. Firft, In its Nature, it is wholly defe&t and irregu-
larity, and that onely thing which he always hates, and
never made. _

2. Secondly, Becaufe all other Evils are but the Effets
and Confequents of Sin ; fince the Devil could not hurt
us but by Sin, and no other Evils befal us but fcr Sin.

Q. What colle& you bence ? -

A. That in praying to be delivered from Sin, we pray
to be delivered from all Evils whatfoever.

Q. What obferve you from our Saviours teaching us to di-
relt our Prayers to our Father im Fleaven, that he would
Deliver us from Evil ? : : .

. A. Tlearn hence, that it is onely the Almighty Power
of God, that can keep us from Sin.

Q. Whence doth that appear ?

A Firft, From.the Confideration of the Almighty Ad-
vantages, that our great Enemy the Devil hath againft us.

Secondly, From the Confideration of the Difadvan-
tages we lie under, to oppofe his Temptations. .

Q. What are his Advantages, and our Difadvantages ?

A. He is a Spirit, weare but Flefh ; he is wife and fub-
tile, we foolifh and ignorant ; he long experienced, we
raw and unpractifed ; he is diligent and watchtull, we care-
lefs and negligent: He lays a clofe Siege to us without,
and we betray our {elves within. . '

Q. What ways doth God take to keep Men from Sin > .

A. In the General three. _

K k A 1. Firft,
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1. Firft, He dothit by reftraining Providence.

2. Secondly, By common and reftraining Grace.

3. Thirdly, By renewing aad fan&ifying Grace. -

Q. What are the Methods of God's Providence, whereby
be delivers Men from the Evil of Sin 2 ~

A. They are manifold and various; but Five are moft
efpecially remarkable.

1. Firt, Sometimes Providence cuts fhort their Power,
whereby they thould be imabled to Sin; Thus God wi-
thered Fereboam’s hand, which he firetch’d forth againft the
Prophet. o

11.) Secondly, Sometimes God cuts off their wicked In-
ftruments either for Counfel, as hedid Achitophel from Ab-
ﬁ’lomé; or elc for Execution, as he did the Hoft of Semna~
eherib. , ~

3. Thirdly, Sometimes by raifing up another oppofite
Power, to withftand the Sinner. Thus the Rulers would
have put Chrift to Death, but durft not for fear of the
People. ‘

4. Fourthly, By cafting in feafonable Diverfions. Thus
the paffing by of Merchants, “altered the Patriarchs Refo-
lution from killing Fefeph, to fell him.

5. Fifthly, Sometimes God removes the Obje@ againft
which they intended to fin. Thus he delivered David from
Sanl, and Peter from Herod. - :

. Q, We bave feen how God preferves Men from Sin, by his:
refbraining Providence, fhew now how he doth ir- by his- re
Straiming Grace ? ’

4. By reftraining Grace God deals with the very Heart
of a Sinner ; and although he doth not change the habitual;
yet he changeth the a@ual Inclination of it, and takes a-

- way the Defire of committing thofe Sins, which are un-
mortified and reigning.

Q. Towbom doth Godvouchfafe this Grace > -

A. To many unregenerate Perfons. As he did to Efau
and dbimelech. . Q. 70
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Q. To what End doth be vouchfafe it » ’

A. Thattheir Lives may be more plaufible, their Gifis
more {erviceable, and their Condemnation at laft the more
tolerable.

Q. How doth God keep Men from Sim, by bis fpecial
Grace ?

4. By exciting the inward Principle and Habit of Grace
;l?glanted in his Children, to the a®ual Uk and Exercife

it? :

Q. Zs not inherent Grace alone fufficient to keep the Godly
Jrom fixning » :

4. It 1s not without the continual Influence of God's
quickning Grace; 2 Cor.%2.7. There was given to we a
Thorn in the Flefb, the Meflenger of Satam to %:gﬁet me, leff
I fhould be exalted above Meafure.

Q. What are thefe Graces that God doth efpecially excite,
2o keep his Children from Sin> -

A. They are Three, Faith, Fear and Love.

Q. How doth Faith keep them from foming »

A. Many ways, but more efpecially by Two.

1. Firft, As it lively reprefents unto us Eternal Re-
wards and Punifhments; and make them as real asthey are
certain. Heb. 11.1. Now Faith is the Subflance of things
loped for, the Evidence of things not feen.

2. Secondly, As it reprefents unto us, God to be the
Obferver of our A&ions, who muft hereafter be the Judge
of them. For by Faith we fee hitn who is invifible.

Q. Haw doth the Fear of God keep Men from Sin ?

A. By poficfling our Hearts with awfull Thoughts of his:
deead Majefty, whofe Power is infinite, and whofe Juftice
is ftri® and impartial. Pfal 4. 4. Stawd in awe and fix
not.

Q. How doth the Love of God keep Men from Sin.» . :

4. By working in them an holy Ingenuity, and Sym-
pathy of Affe@ion with God: Loving what he loves, and

Kk 2 hating
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hating what he hates ;" and therefore thofe who love God,
will certainly hate Iniquity. Pfal. 97. 10. Te that love the
Lord hate Evil, '

Q. What do we pray for in this part of the Petition, De-
liver us from Evil ?

A. We pray,

1. That if it thall pleafe God to lead us into Temptation,
yet he would not leave us under the Power cf Temptation,
but would make a way for us to efcape, that we might be
able to bear it.

2. That if at any time Temptations fhould prevail over
us, God would not leave us under the Power of Sin, but
raife us again by true Repentance ; that fo we may at laft
be delivered from the great Evil of Obduratien and ¥m-
penitency.

3. That God would not onely deliver us from grofs
and felf condemning Sins, but from every evil Way and
Work. ' ‘

4. That he would be pleafed to deliver us not onely
from what is in it felf finfull ; but from all the Occafions
and Appearances of Evil.

Q_ After the Petitions of the Leord's Prayer, what next
followeth to be confidered > \

A. The Doxology or Praife, in thefe words, For thine,&c.

Q. Of what con}jgt’{th this Doxology > -

- A. Of four of God’s moft glorious Attributes. His So-
reignty, Thine is the Kingdom ; His Omnipotence, Thine is
the Power ; His Excellency, Thine is the Glory; His Eterni-
ty, Al thefe are Thine for ever.

Q. What obferve you in the Manner of our Saviour’s afcri-
bing thefe Attributes to God »

A. Firft, The Eminency of them, intimated in the Par~
ticle, 7he ; The Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory ;
gghtg,fymg his the Higheft and Chiefeft of all thefe.

Secondly,
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Secondly, The Propriety of them in the Particle, Zhine,
~ to note tous that they are God's onely Originally, Inde-
pendently, and Unchangeably. .

Q. What obferve you from the illative Particle, For,when
ye fay, For thine is the Kingdom, &.

A. This word earries in it the Force of a Reafon, both
why we fhould pray unto God, and why we may expeét
to be heard when we pray. '

Q. How is it a Reafon for us to pray unto God >

A. We pray unto God, becaufe he alone is able to re-
lieve us, For bis is the Kingdom, and the Power and the Glory
- for ever.

Q. How is it a Reafon for us to expeft, that God fhould
bear our Prayers > -

4. Many ways. .

1. His is the Kingdom, and we his Subjec¥s; and’there--
fore we. may depend on him as our King, for Help and'
Protection. , =

2. His is the Power, and therefore he is “able to do' for-
us abundantly above what we are able toask or think.

3. His is the Glory, and therefore what we ask for his-
Honour and Praife fhall be granted us.

4. All thefe are his for ever, and therefore- we may be-
afTured, that at no time, the Prayer of Faith fhall be in vain.

Q. What obferve you from our Saviour’s teaching us, to ufe-
thefe Arguments and Pleas in our Prayers to God. 2-

A. Two things.

1. In our Prayers we ought to plead with God, by
weighty and inforcing Reafons.

2. That the moft prevailing Arguments in Prayer, are
to be taken from the Attributes of God.

Q. What benefit is there in ufing fuch Reafons, fince God
. cannot by them be moved to alter his. Purpofes ?

A The ftronger our Reafons are to {ue for Mercies, the
more fervent will aur Prayers be, and the more confirmed’
our Eajth. Q. How.
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Q. How doth the Confideration_of the Kingdom's being
God s, confirm our Faith that we fball ebtain what we pray for >

A. Many ways. _

1. The Kingdom is God’s, and therefore he will fee that
his Name be hallowed in it ; for he is a King jealousof his
Honour.

2. The Kingdom is God’s, therefore he will take care for
the Eftablithment and Enlargement of it; fince it is his
own Intereft-and Concern.

3. TheKingdom is God’s, and therefore he will loak to
be obeyed in it, without which Royalty is but Pageantry.

4. The Kingdom is God’s, and therefore we may expeck
our daily Bread, and temporal Accommedations ; for it is
a Kingly Office to provide things ncceflary for their
Subjects.

5. ‘TheKingdom is God’s, and therefore we pray to him
for Pardon and Forgivenefs, fince it is a Royal Prerogative
to forgive Offenders. \

6. The Kingdom is God’s, and therefore. we may pray
in Faith, that he would deliver us from Temptations, and
the Evils to which we are tempted; for one great End of
Government is to prote@ the Subjects from the Affaults of
their cruel Enemies.

Q. Which is the fecond Attribute afcribed unto God in the
Doxology of the Lord'’s Frayer ? 4

A. Power; in thefe words, Asd the Power.

Q. How is the Power of God diftinguifbed

4. Into hisabfolute and his ordinate Power.

Q. What call you the abfolute Power of God?

A. The abfolpte Power of God is that whereby le is
fimply able, to produce whatfoever is pofiible to be, i.e.
all thiogs which imply not Contradicion.

Q. What call you God's ordinate Power »

A. God’s ordinate Power, is that whereby he is able to
produce thofe things, which according to his Will fhall
comg to- pafs. Q. Why
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Q. Why is it called Ged’s ordinate Power >

A, Becauf® the Effe@sof it are limited by the Ordinati-
on of his Wifdom, and Will. PGl r1x5.3. But our God is
in the Fleavens, be hath done whatfoever be pleafed. Plal.
135.6. Whatfocver the Lord pleafed, that did be in Hea~
ven and Earth, in the Seas and all deep Places.

Q. & God’s Power in it felf infinite >

A: Tt is, for his Power is his Effence.

Q. How doth it apﬁmr that God’s Power is infinite >

A. 1. By the Works of Creation, for it requires an inff-
nite Power to bring fomething out of nothing.

2. By.the many Miracles which have been wrought in
the World, above and centrary to the Courfe of Nature.

Q. How then bave many Men wronghe Mirackes, as Mefes,
Elijah, and the Apoftles > _

A. They wrought them not by any proper Vertue of
their own, but onely as the Moral Inftruments at whofe
Prefence or Interceflion, God was pleated to manifeft his.
Power, as a -Seal to that Commiffion they had received
from him:. - - ST

Q. Is God's Power infinite likewife in the common Effeds
of Nature »

A. Ttis, for it is no lefs Power that prefervesand moves
the Creatures, than did at firft Create them. :

Q. Is there nothing impoffible withGod >~ i

-

: A. Yes, there are feverdl'things which God ecghnot do;,
becaufe he is Omnipotent. o
Q. What are they » - L
A. Suchas in the-General, the doing of them would de-
ny him to be God ;- orttote holy, or tobe wife. -
Q. Waa dve they more partiularly > - - R
.~ A. God cannox do things that are contradiGory, or ra-
ther fuch things cannot be done, asto make the famething
to be, and not to be at'the fame time ; or that the fame
‘Body fhould at once have quantity and extenfion in Heav:l;r&
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and no quantity nor extenfion in the Hoft, as the Papitts
affirm of their breaden God, for this were contrary to his
Wifdom. :

2. God cannot do : any thing that may juftly bring upon
him the Imputation of Sin ; for this were contrary to his
Holinefs.

3. God cannot do any thing that may argue him muta-
ble and inconftant, for this were contrary to his Being.
2 Tim. 2. 13. Ifwe believe not, yet be abideth faithfull ; be
cannot deny bimfelf. Heb. 6. Ig( That by two immutable
things, in whick it was impoffible for God to {ye

. Is it mot a Diminution of tbe Power of God, tbat he
cannot do thofe things 2

4. No ; for thefe thmgs argue Weakneﬁ and Defe&
not Power.

Q. Why hath our Saviour taught us to ﬁ:&]mx tlm' Acbmw-
ledgment of the Power of God to our Petitions ?

A. To encourage our Faith, by confidering that whatfo-
ever weask, we ask it of a God who is able to give it us,
yea, and to do for us abundantly above whatfoever we
are able to ask or think.

Q. What is the third Attribute afcrxéeJ to God in the
Doxology ?

A. Glory in thefe words, Aml the Glory.

Q. What is Glory

‘A. Glory is any Penfeéhon or- Excellency that eu:her is,
or deferves to be accompanied with Fame and Renown.

Q How is God’s Glory diftinguifbed »

. Into his Effential and Declarative Glory.

Q What.is the Effential Glory of God >

4. All thofe Attributes, which Et:cmallyand Immutably
belong unto the Divine Nature : So Holinefs is his Glory.
Exod. 15. x1. Gloriousin Folinefs. His Power is his Glory.
2 Thellr.9. They fhall be paunifbed from,i.e.by the Glory of bis
Pmer. His Majefty ishis Glory. Pfal. 145. x1. Jwill jpeai('

L)
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of the glorious Fonour of thy Majefty : HisGraceand Mercy
is his Glory. Ephef. 1. 6. 70 the Praife of the Glory of his
Grace. And from all thefe united, refults the Glory of his
Name. Deut.28. §8. That thou mayeft fear this Glorious and
Fear(ull Name, the Lord thy God. ,

Q. What is the Declarative Glory of God »

A. The Manifeftation of his Attributes, {o that they are
obferved to his Praifée and Honour.

Q. What is it to glorify God »

A. To glorifie God, is to admire, and celebrate the Di-
vine Attributes, fhining forth in thofe waysand works,
wherein he is pleaféed to exprefs them.

Q. Do we by glorifying God add any thing to his Glory >

A. We can neither add unto, nor diminifth trom the
Effential Glory of God, for his infinite Perfeions are the
fame for ever. But we may addto his Declarative Glory,
by fetting forth his Attributes; and we detra& from it
by hindering the Manifeftation of them.

-~ Q. By what Means doth God declare his Glory »

A. By three efpecially.

1. By his Works. Pfal. 19. 1. The Heavens declare the
Glory of God : and the Firmament fbeweth his handy Work.

2. By hisWerd, which difcovers tous thofe Attributes,
which we could never have known by the Works of Crea-
tion and Providence ; and therefore both Law and Go-
fpel, are faid to be glorious. 2Cor. 3.9. For if the Mi-
niftration of Condemnation be Glory, much more doth the Mi-
wiftration of Righteoufnefs exceed in Glory.

3. By his Son, who is the Brightnefs of his Glory.
Heb. 13. Who being the Brightnefs of his Glory, and the
exprefs Image of his Perfon. And in whom the Perfeti-
ons of the God-head are moft vifibly difplayed.

Q. Why doth our Saviour in the Doxology, peculiarly ap-
propriate Glory unto God : Thine is the Glory 2

A. For three Reafons. . | 2

1. Becaufe all that is excellent and glorious in the Crea-

L1 tures,
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tures, is in God infinitely more perfe@ than in them ;
being neither limited by his Nature, nor allayed with Con-
traries. 1 John1.g. That Ged is Light, and in bim is no-
Darkuefs at all. _

2. Becaufe all Glory in refpe of God, is but Darknefs.
and Obfcurity : Job 25. 5. Bebold even to the Moon, and it
Jbineth mot 5 yea, the Stars are mot pure in his Sight.

3. Becaufe all the Excellencies and Glories of Creatures,
ferve onely to fet forth, and declare the Glory of God.

Q_Why bath axr Saviour added the Acknowledgment of God s
Glory, at the End of the Petitiows be hath taught us to prefent 3 -

A. That the Confideration thereof may be a Means to-
firengthen our Faith, for the obtaining thofe good things
which we pray for. |

Q. Haw is the Confideration of the Glory of God an Ar-.
gusaent o firengtben our Faith in Prayer?

A. Many ways, accord,iogeto the Petitions we prefer.

1. The Glory is God’s, therefore his Name fhall be hal-
lowed ; for to fanifie the Name of God is to glorifie him:
Lev. 10. 3. I will be [anitified in them that come nigh me,
aud befors all the People Iwill be glorified.

2. The Glory is God’s, and theretare his Kingdom fhall:

come ; for where fhould a King be honoured, but in his-
Kingdom? .
. 3» The Glory is God’s, therefare his Will {halt be done,
forour Obedience is the greateft Glory we can give. John:
15.8. Hereinis my Father glorified, that ye bear much Fruit,
Jo fhall ye be my Difciples. _

4. The Glory isGod’s, and therefore he will provide for
us daily Bread; for it is not God’s Honour, thatany of hiy-
Family fhould want things convenient for them. Exod.16.7.
And in the Morwing, then fball ye fee the Glory of the Lerd.

5. 'The Glory is God’s, and therefore he will forgive our
Trefpafles, for it is his Honour and Royalty to pardon pe-
nitent Offenders. Prov. 19 11. Awd it ishis Glory to pafs
ever o Trqmfgrefion.  Ephel. 1. 6, 7. Te the Praife of fbe

A Glory
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Glory of his Grace. Verf. 7. In whom we bave Redemption
through bis Blood, the Forgivenefs.of Sins, according to the
Riches of his Grace.

6. The Glory is God’s, and therefore he will deliver us
from the Affaults of our Enemies ; for it is his Honour to
protect his own Subje&s. _ :

Q. What obferve you from that Particle, For ever?

A. That God and his Attributes are Eternal.

Q. What is Eternity »

A. Eternity is a Duration, that hath neither Beginning
nor End, nor Succeffion of Parts: or it isthe compleat Pof-
feffion of an endlefs Life all at once.

Q_ What colle@ you bence »

A. Two things. -

1. The Duration of God is not te be meafured by Days,
or Years; and that he waxeth not elder, neither hath con-
tinued longer this Day, than from the beginning of Time.

2. That in ftrict propriety of Speach, God omely is, and
that it is onely allowable for want of Expreffions, to fay,
that he either was, or fhall be ; and therefore he calls his
Name, Zam. Exod. 3. 14. 1am, bath fext me unto you,

Q. How prove you that God is Eternal »

A. Both by Seripture, and Reafon.

Q. What Seripeares prove the Erernity of God »

A. Several ; efpecially Ffalm x02. 2§,26,17. Thox art
the fame, and thy Tears fpall have so End. Pfal.go. 2. From
everlafting to everlafting thou ars 6od. 1 Tim.1.17. Tothe
King eternal, immortal, be Honowr amd Glory. :

Q. FHow do you demonfirase the Eternity of God by Reafon:?
A There muft of neceffity be a firfk Caufe of all things:
But that which is the firft Caufe of all things cannot be
made by any, and therefore is from everlafting: Neither
can it ceafe to be, becaufe it is not dependent on- any, and
therefore muft be toEverlafting. :

Q. What Duties dwh the /c;gridu:‘ Confidzeration of God's
Eteinity oblige ns.to? " . : b -

e Lla2 -~ 4t To
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A. 1. To venerate and adore fo great and inconceivable
an Attribute.

2. To leave the Care of all future Events, whether con-
cerning our own private or the publick Interefts, to his
Eternal Wifdom and Providence, who for ever lives to -
mind them.

3. To give unto him the fame Honour, Refpect and -
Service, as his Saints have done in former Generations.

Q_ What encouragement bath our Faith to expeit the Mer-
cies we pray for, from the Confideration of God s Eternity >

A. That becaufe he is the fame God, who in all Ages
hath heard the Prayers of thofe who truft in him; there-
fore we may be aflured, that if we have the fame Difpofi-
tions and AffeGtions with the Saints of Old, we fhall ob-
tain the fame Mercies and Favours. Heb. 1. 12. Bat thos
art the fame, and thy years fball not fail,

Q. What figuifies that Particle Amen, which is the Exd
and Clofe of the Lord s Prayer »

A. As in the beginning of a Speech it is Aflertory, and
fignifies, fo i¢ is; {o in the end of it, it is Precatory, and
fignifies, Jo be it ; which denotes- our earneft Defires, to
have our Prayers heard, and our Petitions granted.

Q_What learn you from bence, that our Saviewr hath
taught us to conclude oxr Prayers with, Amen.?

- A. Tlearn two things. .

1. That we ought to pray withunderftanding, and there-
fore not inan unknown Tongue: for who can fay Amen,
to what he underftands not? 1 Cor. 14. 16. How fball be
that eccupieth the Room of the uwlearned, fay Amen at the gi-
ving of thanks, fecing he und=rftandeth not what thou fayeft >

2. That all our Prayers ought to be prefented to God,with
fervent zeal and affetion. 1 Thel's.17. Praywithout ceafing.

Q. What is Prayer »

A. Prayer is an humble reprefentation of our wants and
defires to God, through the affiftance of the Holy Ghoft in
the Name of Chrift, for things according to his Will, with
reference to his Glory. Q. What
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Q. What is it to pray by the Spirit, or by the affiffance of
the Holy Ghoft ?

A To pray by the Spirit, is to prefent our requefls to
God, with holy and fervent affe@ions excited in us by the
Holy Ghoft. Rom. 8. 26. But the Spirit it [elf maketh in-
terceffion for us with groanings, which cannot be uttered.

Q. May thofe bave the Spirit of Prayer, who have not the
Gift of Prayer ?

A. Yes,they may ; and on the contrary, fome may have
the Gift of Prayer, who pray not by the Spirit, for they
who ufe prefcribed and fzt Forms of Prayer, pray by the
Spirit, when their Petitions are accompanied with fervent
affections, ftirred in them by the Holy Ghoft ; and again
fome who are moft fluent in.conceived Prayer, may
pray onely from the ftrength of their natural parts and en-
dowments.

Q. But doth not the ufe of Forms damp and quench the

Spirit of Frayer?
. A. Forms indced are too often ufed formally, and fo is
any other kind of Prayer; yetit is the trueft Teft, and the
highe®t Exccllency of praying by the Spirit, when we are
fervent in putting up thefe requefts to God, where neither
Novelty, Variety, nor Copioufnefs of Expreflions can be
fufpeGted to move our aflections, but onely the genuine
Importance of the matter which we pray for, though in
prefcribed words.

Q. 70 whom muft our Prayers be direed >

A. To God onely, and not to Saints, or Angels.

Q. How ought we to conceive of God when we fray to him?>

A. As an infinitely glorious, wife, powerfull and graci-
ous Being,whofe prefence is cvery where, whofe providence
and goodnefs is over all things, and thus we pray at once,
to each Perfon of the ever blefled Trinity.

Q. May we not particularly addrefs our Prayers, to fome
one Perfon of the Trinity ?

4. We may ; efpecially in thofe Cafes wherein their

: ' parti-
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particu'ar Offices and Difpenfations are more immediately
,corctii:rned. y

. What things eught we to pray for ?

A. Onely f‘uc%x as(g are according to the Will of God.
1 John 5.14. That if we ask any thing according te his Wil
be beareth us.

QJWIm‘ are thofe things which are according to the Will
of God >

A. Chiefly fpiritual Bleffings. 1 Thel 4. 3. For this is
the Will of God, even our fanélification, that we [bould abflain
from Formicatien. And for thefc we ought to pray abfo-
lutely and importunately.

Q. May we not alfo pray for Temporal Mercies 2

A. Wemay : but as thefe are promifed onely conditio-
nally, fo we ought to pray, that God would be pleafed to
beftow them upon us, if it may -ftand with his Will and
Glory, and our good and benefit.

Q, How muft we direct our Prayers to God

4. ». In the Name of Chrift, trufting onely in his Me-
rits and Mediations, for acceptance and anfwer. John
15. 16. That whatfocver ye fhall ask of the Fatber in my
Name, be may give it you.

2. InFaith and Perfuafion of being heard. James:.6. B
bet bim ask in Faith, wothing wavering. Mark 11.24. What
tings focver ye defire when ye pray, Believe that ye receive
them, and ye fball have them.

3. With Fervency and Affe@ion. James 5. r6. Zhe
effectual fervent Prayer of a righteons Mian avaiteth much.

Q. What ends ought we to propound'to our felves in begging
Blffings at God'’s bands
 A. Chiefly the Glory of God, fincerely purpofing to im-
prove thofe Bleflings, which by our Prayers we fhall re-
ceive in his Service, and to his Praife. Pfal 5o. 15. Avd
caltupon me in the Day of Frouble, I will deliver thee, and
.thou fhalt glorifie me. _

Q. Whar direlbions bave we comcerning the Seafons, and
Prequency of praying ? A. The
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A. The Scripture commands us to pray without cea--
fing. 1 Thel 5. 17. Pray without c%. To pray al-
ways and not to faint. Luke 18.1. e fpake a Para-
ble to this end, that Men ought always to pray, and not to
faint. To pray always with all Prayer and Supplication.
Ephef. 6. 18. Praying always with al Prayer and Supplica-
tion in the Spirit.

Q. Muft we therefore be always fo altually ingaged in this
Duty, as to do nothing but pray?

A. No: For therefore we pray that we may obtain-
Grace from God, to perform other Duties of Religion, and
a Chriftian Life; neither ought the Duties of our particu--

_lar Callings to be neglected by us, for we juftle out one - -
Duty by another;. befides the finfull Omiffion of what we -
fhould perform, that which we do perform becomes un-
acceptable, becaufe unfeafonable ; and o we commit two
Sins in doing one Duty.

Q. What then is it to pray withoat ceafing ?

- 4. Prayer may be faid to be without ceafing four ways.

1. When we oblerve a conftant Courfe of a Prayer at
fixe and appointed Ttmes. Thus Gen. 8. ult. God promi-
fed that Winter and Summer, Day and Night fbould not ceafe.
And {o the daily Sacrifice is called a continual burns-offer-
ing, Exod. 29.43. And yet it was offered onely Morning .
ind Evening,

2. When we are frequent and importunate in our B'a“y'-
ers, fo Afts 12.5. The Churchis faid to make Prayers for
Peter without ceafing. And our Saviour fpake the Parable
of the importunate Widow to this end, That men ought al-
ways to pray and not to faint, Luke 18. 1.

3. When we frequently dart up fhort mental Prayersand
Fjaculations unto God ; which we may and ought to do,
‘whatfoever elfe we are employed about. Neh. 2. 4. So 7
prayed to the God of Heaven.

4. When we keep our hearts in a praying Frame and

Temper, fo that they are on all Occafions fit and ready
to
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to pour out themfelves before God in Prayer ; and thus we
habitually pray always. S

Q. What muft we obferve to maintain and cherifb fuch a
praying Spirst ? : ’

A. Two things efpecially.

1. That we ingulf not our felves too deeply in the Bu-
fineffes and Pleafurcs of this Life, for thefe will dark and
deaden the heart to Prayer.

2. That we fall not into the CommifTion of any known
and prefumptuous Sin. For guilt will fill us with flavith
Fear and Shame, and both will drive us from God.

Q. What are the kinds of Prayer ?

A. Three. '

1. Publick, Aswe are Members of the Church.

2. Private,Aswe ftand engaged in Family Relation. And,

. Secret, Aswe are particular Chriftians.

él, Who isto fend up publick Prayers ? o

A. The Minifter, and | the Congregation joining with
him. And thefe Prayers, though they muft needs be more
general, yet with all are more effeGtual than ‘any other.
Matt.18.19. Again, I [ay anto you, that if two of you fbal
agree on Earth, as touching any thing that they fbhall ask, it
jgaﬂ be done for them of my Father which is in Heaven.

. Who is to make private or family Frayers ?

A. Every Mafter and Governour of a Family. And
this he is not to do feldomer than every Morningand Even-
ing. Inthe Morning, Prayer is the Key that opens the
Treafury of God’s Mercies: In the Evening it is the Key
that fhuts us up under his Protetion and Safe-guard.

Two
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