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THE

CHRISTIANS
Second Chiefe

LESSON,

Viz. Selfe-tryall,

2 CoRr.13.5.
Examineyour felveswhether ye be in she faith.:
prove yanr owne [elves, know y¢ not yourowne [elves,
how1has Iefus Chrif is inyos, except ye be reprobases?

Heintent of Siint Paslisto
o} juftific his Minifterie,upon

RN [SIZ) occafion of that contem
}{(“q’ @ 9 which by reafon of 5:;
35, A 2‘ bafenefle of his outward es
A2 ] 1465 ftate was caft uponthefame
o ¥ a, by the {uggeftion of falfe
=W R __i Apoftles. This he doth in

this place b appealing untothe confciences of his
03 hearers,
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hearersin refpect of the worke of grace by his
Miniftery wrought incheir hearts: {o chat the co-
herence ftands on this manner; if yehavebincffes
Gually calledto the ftate of grace by no other
meanesthenby my Miniltery, then notwithitan-
dingtheweakenelfeof my fiith, you muft nxcds
acknowledege mee a luwfull Minifter of le'us

- Chrift. Butfo it i<, that y ou have beene corverted

by my Miniftery alone, and broughttothe cltace
whercinye now are, <hercfore ye muft ncedsac-
knowledge me a lawfull Minifter, Now forthe
furcher proofe of chis ¢ff & of his Miniltery in
them, he wilsthem to confider whethertheybein
the faith orno.

Weehaveto confider hire two things. TFirlt;
whae they muft looke afier in  themfclves, viz.
whether they be in the fsith, Secondly, what they
muft doe thatthey may areaineto this knowledge,
viz, they mult examine themfelves.,

By Faith fynecdochically we are tounderftand
all the graces or vertues whichare mainly necef-
fary tofet a maninthe ftace of grace; ooe forall,
and thiscarries the bell away from all the reft; all
othergraces{pringing from this as from a foun-
taine. Tobeinthe faith thenisto beecffcGually
called to be partaker of thegracesand vercues of
Iefus Chrift. To provethisisby anexperimentall
tryall to make enquiry;To examine isa word bore
rowed from Gold-{miths manaer of tryall which
they ufe, whichis of all other the moft accurate,
by thetouch and reft- To prove and examine our
felvesis a workeof the fpirir, whereby the foule

refle@ing and turning into it felfe, doth exadtly
weigh
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weigh and confiderin’what eftate it ftands. The
Commandcment is doubled, to betoken theim-
portane nece ffiry of thedu'y injoyned, as which
dothmoft neercly concernc a Chriftian, |

The meening of the words, if you take them to-
g ther, may bethus: O ye Corinthians, fince you
make a queftion whether I fus Chrift fpakein and
by me, yca or not, doebut (for your conviction ia
this behalfe)take a furvey of your ownecftate,di-
ligently examine your felves, whetherye betreely
and cffc¢tually come out of the ftateof nature into
the ftatcofgrace, yea or nor; by this you may
come to fome certainty rouching the undoubeed
nuth of my M niftery.

That ancffeciuall converfion of foule is a fure seflimoa Dylt, 1o
vy of thetruth, and lawfulneffe of that Minifiery by
which they are conversed,

This is gathered from the coherence and agree-
ment betwixt the third and fift verfe,itis allo proe
ved,/er.23.22, If they had fiood in my cornfelly Teragas.
and hadcaufed my peopleto heare my words,then
they fhould have turned them from their evill
way,and from the evill of their doings. No Mie
nitter can convert another, who hath not ftoodin
G dscousfell, that hath not beene fint by him,
Rom, 10, 14.15. Faith ina hearer doth arguea
Teacher fc:}t ot God; 4815 26.18. 1 fend tbcgrbat 2%?:2:§"'
thoxmayefl twrne them, é¢, E pbef.4.11.12. Chrift Ephefear s,
{fends them Paitors for the repairing of the Saints.
Thercpaining of the Saints isanargument of a Pa-
flour givenot Chrift, 1 Cor. 9.2. If Ibe not an A-  Cer. g
poftlcunro others, yet doubtlcfle Iam untoyou,
forye arethe feake of my Apoftcthipinthe Lortcli.

The
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Reafom,

¥re

- D'&o 2

Luke 10200

3 Petatar0,
1 Tohn's. 10,

Xeafon1,

Therealonis this, becaule the foules of men
are not converred withoue the {peciall worke of
the (piric of Chrift concurring with the ourward
ordinance. Now wee haveno promile of the affi-
ftsnce of the fpirit to accompary any teachers but
{uch as God feads, Mat1h.28.2%. Tam withyeu
(whom [ fend) ro the end of the world, not with
any other.

Forthe confiting of thele fe@aries among us
who doe rej & the Miniftery of the Church of
England, rogether with the Minifters, as no Mini-
ftry nor M nilters,inregard of fome deféétsacci-
dentally noc fubltantiall inthe fume. We for our
jultification referre our felves unto the whole ar-
mics of Converts,whichare theglory and crowne
of many godly teachersamong us.

There is a poffibiliry revealed of God fora
manto know whetherhe be called of God,or not;
1c isateaineable foraman to know whether he be
inthe cateof grace, orremaine ftill in his narurall
condition. This do&rincis inforced from the pre-
cept here given,Luke 10.2 0. Rejoyce that your names
arewristen in heaven: nowthcre is no ground of re-
joycing, buc for that whereot wee may antaine a
certaine knowledge, 2 Pes.1.10. Give diligence 1o
make your calling and election fure, 1 lohn3. 10, In
this arethe children of God knowse,

Becaufe wee haverecorded inScripture fpeciall
matkes whereby weemay grow to afettled affu-
rance touching our eftate, Pfal.15. 11obns. 13.
2 Pet.1.10. .

2 Becaufe wee have the fpirit promifed to in-

forme us that thefe maikes arein us, Rom, 31};‘
e
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thefp ric of God beaveth witnelfe to our fpirits,
that we are the ¢h ldren of God. ,
t Note thacthis knowledge is ofcenintermingled C4¥0%.
with much doubring, 2/a/ 7%.8.9,10. P[d, 42:-
verfe §, yet in the end faich gets thicvidtory,

To confure the Popifh errour which they teach,
wiz\ That no man canbe affured with fuch a cer- T T
tainty, wherein hemay not be miftaken couching
his (alvation, as alfothat aman m ftdoubc of iry
and that it is prefumption to grow to a rdolution;
amarvellous uncomfortable and delperate do-
Qrine, we may fay of the Authors of i, that they
are miferable comforsers,

32 For exhortation, to provokemsh to ufe all
meanes thatthey may be affured touchipg they
welfare of their eftates. Let mens diligence in loo-
king to make fure inheritance, lands, mannors,
whereof they have any promife, whet on ysto bee
much morecarefullto get fome fecurity of Gods
favour, htavenand happinefle. Ifchey be fa ear-
neft forearthly bleflings which they maft forgoe
how hot and epger fhould we bein the purfuit of
getting of an aflurance of thofe fpirituall good
things which (hall never betaken fromus! Let the
unfprakeable gnmfort that ifluts from this afli,
rance, theendlefle joy that arilech hence, make ug
carefull feckers of fogreata benefit; if we were ing
{tantly to goe out of the world, wee would defire
pothing more then fome earneft penny ofan hea-
venly inheritance; that which then 'wee would
chiely with, let it bee our wiledometo make a
timely provifion for the obtaining it. But alas,how
carelefle and negligentare we in this point £ any

P ground-
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D‘& 3.

Pro.ag-11.
A&S 26.8

Luke 136, |

Ruke 28,

gromdleffef ukmil'cs, idle fuppofals, fl(hing ima-

ginations, will (erve the turne, give a flubbered

conteatments L hope well faith one, [truft, faith

another, God is mereifulls Take heed of this pre.

iéumption', which is asa broken too:h and a (hiding
00! .

Ewery man by nature is app sc by deceived, and 16,
misjndge bimfelfe sourhing his [piritunil eftate, to.
tbinke all iswell, when moshing zej.:,

Thus much is infinuated in the Commande-
ment, to try and examine, as if otherwife we were
fubje€ to miftake, Pro, 14.12. Thereisawey which

Seemeih right toaman, bus the iffuts thereofl wre the

wases of death, A3s 2 6.9.1alfo verily thoughe that
I ought ro doe many things contrary tothename
of Iefus, faith Paulof himfcifein the ftace of Pha«
rifaifme. Thofe of whom we reade, Lake 13. 26.
which werethut eut ot the kingdomé of heaven,
no doubtthought themlelves cocke far¢ while
they lived, as weemay fee by their reply to the
Matftet of the houfe, we have esten and drunkenin
thy prefence, and thou haft taught inour ftrects.
Sothe proud Pharifee over-weening himfelfe
with hisowne conceit, {fpeakés confiderxly, giving
God thanks, that he is not as othe¢r men are, oras
the poote Publican; yet how is he(forall his good
conceit of himfelf€) reyséted, and the paore Pab.
lican preferred before him? Zakex8, The Church
of Lesdicea givesteftimony to the truth of this do-
érine, inthar herglortous vaunt  ¢har thee makes,
profefling that fheeis rich, Increafed with goods,
and hath need of nothitg, whenas norwithitans
ding arthe fame time, fixe is difcovered to bee

wretched
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wretched and miferable, and poore and blinde,
and naked, Rev.3.17, Revg1ye

The grounds of this miftake are two. Firfl, the Reaftn 1,
heart of man in fuch things as concerne his {pirin-
allgoad, is not onely blinde,and fo apt to be decei-
ved, butalfo deceicfull, and that above allthings,
Jer.17.9. it works by all meanes to deceive a man, ferapge
yea and that in the greatelt matter of moment,
namely the f{alvation of the whole maa. Who
wonders thento fec2 man inregard of the good
eftateof his foule to grope at noone day as in the
twi-light, toput light for darkenefle,and darkneffe
for light, to put bitter for{iweet, and {weet for
bitter !

The fecond ground of mans miftake is the Rexfin 3,
continuall endeavour of Sathan, whereby heelae
boureth nothing morethento bea lying {pirit in
the mouth of amans owne heart; to corrupt the
judgement, to make a2 man well conceited of him-
felfe, when notwithtanding hee is inthegall of
bitternefle, and the bond of iniquity; by this
meanesisa man held moft powerfully in thefnare
ofthe Divell.

Therefore we muft at no haod beleeve our own 4
{educed hearts, and perverted judgements in the |
matter of our fulvation, nor growaflured that wee
arein good plight, becaule our owne hearts tell
us, alliswell, and fing a requiemtous, and cry
peace, peace;heleevethem net, theyarethe moft
notorious impoftors, moft cunning deceivers,fuch
as have fhaken hands with the common adverfary
of our [alvation, that fo they may worke our eter-
nall woe;they are thofe friends that [peake peace-

P2 ably
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ably rotheir neighbours, and yet lay up malice in
their hearts. It thall be our wifedometo confider
whetherthey fpeake by the dircétion of che (pivir,
according 1o Gods word; examine théir pleafing
fugecltions by the law and eflimony,ifthey (prak
notaccording-to thefe, it is becauft there is no
truthinthem.
Dolt. g Tkatamans [piritnsll eflate is not alwaies difcern-
able to himfelfe, |
Thete are fcalons when as the warke of grace
is fooveithadowed, that a man can fcarcely judge
of himfelfe how itiswith him. This I colle&®
hence, in thatitis-oncthingro thinke that wee be
inthe ftate of grace, another thing by proofe:nd
examinationto fadeit foro be. We may bein the
ftate of grace, and yetthe famenet {o appeare to
our f{elves,un:ill we have madetryall of our felves:
the worke of Gods fpirit is fufficient, whofe man-
1dn3.%  perof working is to usunknowne, 7041 3.8, as the
winde, and to have this knowne unto us, we muft
try andexamine our felvessin which examination,
who doubts bat we may of:en miftake # thus was
Plalas. Davidhinfelfe miftaken, 2fal.22.he jidgerh hims
felfe forfaken of God'in regard of his owne feea
pelgrase  li0g,Pfal.31.03. faidinmy hufie,] am caft ont of thy
s037.  fight Ifa, g0.27. Jacob complained hisway was
Haasoe hid fromthe Lord, 7f4.49. 14. Sion complaines,
the Lord hath forfaken me, and my God hach fore
Uasoao  porrenme, Ifs 50.1o.there s atime wherein Gods
children walke in darkeneffe, and fee nolight,
The meaacs of this musjudging oudifelves are
tvo-fold.
1 S thans cunning, that where hee cannot ppl:»
vaile
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anuiiinmasilt

vailetorocke menafleepe infecurity, there heeaf-
faultsthem wich falle feares, to make their lives
uncomfortableto them, and drive them,.if it bee
poflible to defpaire; this is not the leaft of his ftea»
ragens,

3 A confufion in our judgement from the rem-
nant of our corrupt nature whereunto we are other
whiles for juft caufes given over of God; where-
by wee are not able ditinély to apprehend the
worke of grace inour felves, but evendeeme our
felvesreprobates when wee are highly in Gods fa~
vour,

The reaflon of this proceeding of God is,that fo
lhe may keepe pride and fecurity from mens hearts,
whereintothey areaprrofall, even when they tafte
moft deepeiy:of Gods favour; for by this conceal.
ment froma man what his cftate is indeed, the
Lord kecpes the heart in humility, in 2 more fre-
quent and reverend ufe of his ordinances, Word,
Sacraments, and Prayer: andifit be wifedome
inan carthly father that hee ufech a concealement
of his love, and what he will doe for his fonne
here sfier; fometimes he cafts a frowning counte-
nance, makes himbeleeve hee will doe little for
him, when he mindes him moft good, and allthis
to kecpe lim ina childe-like obedience : {o inlike
manner, why may we not conceive tharthe privy
canage Of Gods love to us may be of excellenrufo
for ourgoed : and fo much I doubt not, but who-
foever fhall obferve inthemfelves, they fhall finde
their hearts much bettered, and the graces of
Gods fpirit more quickned inthem by {uch{piris

euall exercifes. |
P3 Th
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Resfon 2,

The Lord may anddoth often punith our by
palt negligence and carelefle refped of his mercy
o us, in nct givingusa jult underftanding of the
welfaie of our cftaces, by withdrawing this his fa-
vour, he leaves us to our felves and our uncerraine
heares, that {o he may declarc his juftice inthe de-
{erved punithment of our {innes; as alfo make us
more¢ carefull to glorifie him by a thankfull ufage
ofhis favour in particular affurance of his loveto
us. Thus there is norealon that we (hould call in-
to queftion the truth of thisdoctrine, which you
{eeupheld by two fuch pillars as Gods glory and
our good.

Forthe comfort of many of Gods beloved
ones who are much difcomtorted in themftlves,
for thatthrough Sathans maliceand their owne
defaulr, they arenot able fometimes to judge of
their owne eftates, whether or no they doe belong
to the election of grace. Learne a fimilitude from
the treesand hearbs of the field, which as they
havetheir {pring, wherein they in their glorious
hue are comparableto Salomenin his royaly, fo
haue they their winter, wherein their fap retireth
tothe root,the branches feemeto be withered, as
if they werenot the fame, nolifeinthem: foisit
with thegraces of God inmans foule, they have
their {pring and fummer {eafons, they have alfo
their winter, wherein they [eeme cleane blatted
and decayed, asif there wereno feeds of grace in
their hearts;and as we multnot callin queftionthe
vegetarive power and life thatis in plants and
hearbs, by realon of the littleappearancethereof

mnthe dead time ofthe yeere; no more muft wlc‘c
make
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make queftion of the truth of gracein om hearesy
inregard of tha little thew thatit makesco us,little
beauty that we can difcerne of it. Doe we not fee
thatmen may be fo mifcarried in their judge-
ments,-as tO thinke themfclves to be beafts when
they are men®as we fee in Nebuchadnezzar, Dan, Uing.3a
4 30. why not¢ muchmore in their {pirituall e.
ftate,{foto be mifinformed, as to thinkethentfclves
children of wrath when norwithftanding they
are heyres and coheires with Chrift Tefus 2 Let
the examples of Godsdeare ones, who havebeen
thus mufled, the equity and great reafon God hath
thus to exercife our troubled {ou'es, which others
wife would betoocalme and (ecure, be as a word
{pokcn in due feafontous, that are weary in this
inde.

That everyone shatlives in the Church is bound fi-
rioufly, and with greas diligence 10 try aud examine his Dail.s.
eftase, bow it fands betwixt God and bimfelfe, inres
(pedt of the worke of Javing grace wroughs in bis faule,

Thisis the maine duty intended in this ferip-
rure,and fo dire&ly iffuing out of it, as that hee
thacrunneth mayreadeir, Pfal. 77.6. I commus. Plyre
ned with n iac ownc hearr, and my {pirit madedie  *
Jigent fearch; namely, how the eftate of my foule
ftands, whether God hath caft me off, yea or not;
orwhether there be in meany markes of his fa-
vowsintegard whereof I may gather comfortto
my felfe, Gal.6.3,4. Ifany man thinke himfelfero
be fomerhing, whenheis nothing, hee decelveth
himfelfein bis imagination, Bur letr every man
prove his owne worke, and then fhall bee have re»
joycing in hirafelfe,a /ehn 4, wee are commanded Iy
to
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Reafon 1.

Ieray.s.

Resfon s,

totry thefpirits of other men, whether they be of
God, much more thea to ty and examine our
owne Ipiris; wherher they fp2ake unto us in
the nameof the Lord, or from theirownc deceit-
fulnefle,

Integard of the infinite windings and {ccret
turning inthe heart of man byreafon whereof itis
become amott difficult thing for amanro know
his owne eftate truely, Zer.17.9. The leart of man
is deceisfull above all things,who canknow it ? itisa
very eafieching tobe deceived by ir, amoft hard
thing to know it; therefore we muft fet our felves
more earneftly to wotke, totry and examing our
eltate, |

Becaufe the etate of gloty in the life to come,
depends ontheftate of gracein this life, whick
may jultly move usto increafe our care toknow
whether we bein the ftateof Gods calling, y¢a or
not.

Now forthatthe pracife of this doétrineis of
excellent and moft neceffary vfe inthelife of a
Chriftian,] will therefore more largely purfuethe
{ame, as defirousto give direGtion how to performy
this duty, fo as it may be moft for our comfort:
Andbecaufe I findea {pring of matter offering ic
{clfe, I thinke it good to bound that which I pur.
pofe tofay, withinthefetwo points.

I Inconfideriog whatbethe falfe hadowes of
the ftate of grace.

2 What be theeffentiall parts of him thatisin
the ftate of grace,together with the [everall marks
ofthefame.

Among the falfe and appeating tokens and

fhadowes
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fbadowes of theftate of grace, I finde three thag
areremarkable, andabove othersto be encoun-
tred with, wviz,

1. The Civill man,
The eftate of g.z. The Formalift,

3. The Temporary Profeflour,
All thefe make goodly Hourifhes, carsy them-
felves upana perfwafion of Gods favour, thinke
themfelves fomewhat, whenthey are nothing g,
the ftace of grace.

Concerning the Civill man, who fuft offers
himfelfe, as one. whois moft confident, though
he have leaft caufe, I Eropound thefe fourethings,

1. What Civill righteoufnefle is.
3. Whatis theground of it,

3. The gloffeand deceit whercby it peevailes.

4. A dilcovery of them in theirkindc,

What is civit] rightcoufnefle. - Refle

Itisthe praGiiYe of fome outward duties of thg  Anfw,
fecond Table, joyned with either a flight per.
formance, orelic negligent omiffion of the du.
ties of the firft Table, thatconcerne Godand his
worfhip. From thence we may conceive whae
the civillman is; namely , fuch a one as is.out«
wardly juft, temperate, chafte, carefull to follow
his worldly bufinefle, will not hurt fo much as his
neighboursdog, payes every man his owne, and
lives of his owne; no drunkard,adulterer,or quar
reller ; loves to live peaceably and quietly among
his neighbours. Foran example of this kinde,
take the yong man in the Gofpelthat cameto our
Saviour with this, 427 tbzé have Lkeps, So likewife
among the heathen we have famous many exam.

Q ples
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‘Q_t_f'rﬂ'. 2.
X

Anfw,

Amos 1,19
Lucft.3.

e Infw,

p»&; of this kinde , of Ariflides, Setsates; LAlex.
apdet .

T he grounds of civill rightcouneffe are two;-

Reftaiaing grace. Thatis, fuch 2 common
worke of the ity whereby the corruption of
mans naure is bridled, kept in; curbed ; foas it
breakes not our ; thehearr fsastchaniied, orre.
newed, citierin minde, will or affe&ions, onely
there aré barres and doores fe tothent in regayd
of th: exercifing and outward practifing oF-thit
whereof the feed and venome lics ity the Heatr,
Gem. 29.6, The Lotd faidto Abimelech; thathe
kept him that he fhould dot finne indefiling Abra-
hamss wife,

The fecond ground is Prevaling cort.ption
namely, when one finnegeteeth v iwictory of an-
other by reafonof theit oppofts~ 1ature ¢ fois it
wh:n aman for vaine glory, an. .o Msldtdinean
outward repusdrionanthe wo'ldz withistierefpect
to Gods Commandement, abftdinés from many
grofle firtnes 5 asalfo when a mad flics from coves
fonnefle, and filldinto prodigility 4 alldne; as
the Proplict [peakech, itis;asif amit hould fie
froma Eion, and a Brare meet him, eAfmos 5. 19.

What are the doceits whereby “he beguiles
himfeife ¢

Fe applauds himfelfe onthis manaey; that he
efeth good dealings, and bath 7 go8d meuning,
and hopesby thistodocas well asthe beft; thefg
indeed are worthy fruits of righteoufnefle,if they
were fighdy praétifed. burthe civill man'decesyes
himfeite. |

Fi.t, Indhat he & ueeerly ignoranv ot that

which
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whici he would moft ofallieeme to pratife 3 for
whereas good dealing, andgoodmcaning, muft
Jetchcheir dire@ion from the knowledgeiof G ods
word, whichis the onely fufficient Schole.mafter
to this purpols ; The civill mandoth meafureit
by the {can Ling citherof his ¢wne judgemene,
which is corrupt by naumg, or elfe bythe recei.
ved cuftomes of thesvorld. Doe not many pre.
tend in many grofle injuries, and wrongs done o
God andman, their gopd meaning¢ Doth pot
geacrally the good dealieg chatisamangn turail
mcn no lorger keepe withintherule of righteouf
n«{le, then while it concernes themfelves 2 And
when it toucheth a man in thys particular, the
greateft mjuftice (hallbe dawbed oyver with the
untempered morter-of good dealing,

Sccondly , Evenin thofethings wheréin he is
moltglorious inhis owne eyes, pracilng fome
{heeds of righteous dealing, fo fine forth as his
naturall light guided him ; befipnes-agdint Gaod,
anthachedoth not thar good which he dothine.
bedience to God , and out-of Faith in bis word,
withaut which whatloever tmen dae, isbut finne
inthedocr, though good in it {clfe, Arb, 11:8.
Rom. 14.23,

Thirdly, Coofider this goad meaning., and
dealing in theh gnefk price of goadnefle where-
unto jr wonld feemn to attaine ; you.fhall finde
a magifeft guofle wanfgrefionof theduties ofthe
firlt Table. that doe more immediatly concerne
the worfhip of Gods for doe we not fee, that
thele men ane moft of them negligent.tegatders
of theminiftery of the word, make litle confci-

Q.2 ence

Hebor 1 &?
Rom.1448%,
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enceofan oath, if they beurged sbreakethe Sab.
bath, live in aft Gted sgnordnce, and yetby vertue
ofthis fuppol¥d gaod meahmgand dealing, they
thinke themlelves blamelefle; what great and
hainous (innes doce they {lirowd ander this fhelter,
I referre my {elfcutito the dayly ckperience of
fuch as know any’thitg i the convecfatiod of
thefe men ; asifthe Lord would eccept of any fi-
crifice, though never fo blinde,lame, or maimed;
offer this [crvice utito thy Piince, andfecif he
wilt accept Ir. Bubilall iv be a good pleafora
traitouragainft the ftite fo pretend his righteors
dealing with his fellow-fubjects¢ No more will
God acceptof fuch afervice, where thereis high
treafon againfthis Majefty, though there be fome
perty duties performed to men.

2. Deceitfulnefle, inthat he thinkes himfelfe
a jolly fellow while he compares himfe!fe with
the rabble and multitude that live in the open
tran{greffionof Gous great Lawes ; wheahe be.
holds himiclfe by a reflexion from them, he
grows ftroegly conceited that it muft needs be
well with hin forthat h2 outftrips fuch fwarmes
of offehders.

By this manner ofreafoning,a man mighe con.
clude,thecourfeft cloththatistobe fine; becaufe,
if yon compare it with a Rug, it makes a faire
thew 5 will not comparifbns makk tliofe things
that are naughty i themfelves feemegood « Let
thar.alonebe held for good , that is good in it
{elfe, whole goodnefle 5 tobe found ia the na-
tureof the thing, novinxhe refpe@ivereferenck
oncly tothit which isworle then naught: In 2

word,,
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word, what (o badina kindethas mighe nor bee
juftified, ific were lawfull thusto rifiee might not
fome. nfughty and (infull men thae live in the
breach of fome of Gods great commandements,
hope for heaven, if a comparative righteoufnefle
would be accepteds for are there not numbers,
though vileinthelvcaur(es,and abhorred of God
a8d good men, yet if youcomparethem, you fhall
fiade wholc fwarmes of fuch as doe exceed them¢
Secondly, leasne further the abfurdicy, of this reas
foaing, and that by another fimtilituds caken from
the cleane contrary pradtife of men in earthly
things: if 2 man have fome competency of wealth,
he torthe furcher enlarging of it lookes not backe,
how maay there be poorer then himiclfe, (o hee
mig he thinke him{elfaa rich man; buc his eye isal-
waics looking how énany vicher there arethen
himfelfe? why fhould wee not doe foin {prritaall
things . not to looke how many have leffe ticn
we, w confidez ratber how many goe befareus,
exceedus inthe graces ncedfull o a beteer life.
Skallicbeno roat ofcontenrment for wedlch,that
wearericherthea meoy millicasinthe worldrand
yerlinmacters of faY:racion, any thing (Lulk ferve
thieturney 10 fatisfie oLt heartsshac we are inbetear
calethengreattwoops who (hall pever fee God in
thelifetocome, Intherunning ofa race,a man
may leave many behirde him, yer lofe the goale,
{o inthe feckipg of the Crowne of life, wee may
ont-firip a number, and yet mifle of the falvation
of our foules: we muft therefore be carefull fo to
runne; thar we may obtaine,

Thirdly ,.if this righteoufueflc would carry 2
Q3 man
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[.uI:c 18,

[er.4 140
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2 Core10.5,

mao out which leaves company behinde ingreater

~ impiety,thenthePharifz thould have had wrong,

whnenthe poore Poblican was prefarsd before
him, who notwithflanding was rot as other men,
exrortioncs, uiuft, &c. Luke 18.

Fourthly, we muft id judging our {elves righ-
teous, lookero themileof Gods lawes, which
judge ocr inwatd thoughts: this wasitsvhich {n-
formed Caud, who without the law was alwe, but
when the Liwv came, (inng revivedy&e.

Third deceir. In thathe conceives no wicked-
neffe greac that brevkesinot forrh into open view,
oratleaftinroatnall trangreffion; no man is
naughewith him, burhe chat isaQually fo.

Anfw. 1. That faving grace doth not oncly cude
a forbéarance oftheotioward adty b fuppréffeth
the firft motions unto Gtine, ki's thxm in tha cra-
dle,makes confcicoce of them as mortall'finnet,
whofe wages isdedtl, Isr.q..Y4. How long full ehy
vairethoughts lodge sthm thez A%s8.u3 Regene,
thatif perhapsthe thought of ‘thiné heart n1ay be
forgiventhee, 2 Cor.10.9, Theword af God brings
cvery thought intethesbidegceof Chrift.

3 A mans corruption imay bee reftrainedand
keptin from any aGualtbreakingcur, notforany
good that himfclfefhall reapethereby, bur foro-
thers benefir, forthe good of fociety ingeneral,
thegood of fomein fpecially eAbimelech waskepe
from Abrabams wifé, not for any favour to him,

but for Abrahams fake. Labans churlith nature was

fometimesreftrained, {o thache could not {cme-
times {peakean unkinde word unta Zacob; pot for
his canfe, but fora favour gnto Zusoé,

3 3 God
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3 God do.hjudgcof mans eftazte by the frame
of the heart, that he muinly defires to be gwvingo
him 10 be renuéd, thatto be clean{efl and reétified,
thattabe sppliedto wiledome, though there be
never fuch afaire outfidey, a fmooth ¢arrjage, 2
panced vifage, yit if the heart beuafound, rostens
upregencrate, all is of na value befpre him. God
{ccthnot 2s man fecch, neizher would he hive man
pudge «s outwardly there is an applarance There
may be {even abomicacions in theheare when men

fpeake favourably, Prot24, a5t our corps PItALE Proaday,

is fignificd by Wolvesand Beares : (ball we think
a B.a:coolonger a Beare when hée is chained up
from doiog hatmat or 2 Wolfe th be no longera
Xglolfc, forthatheis manacled fo 33 hed cannoy

frre s

4 A fourth deccit is, he corceives bunfelfe in
good plight, forthatminy thae goe before him
mprofefli m, yer come behinde him 1o praciife,
and fuile in many datiss whereid he approves higy
{elfe co men by his civill carmage.

Aafw. It is ad evill thazis mhdch tobelamen!
sed, that fuch as dod profelle religidn, 2:¢ not
catefull to adornd; their prdfeflion .with the fruics
of rightcoufnéffe. Bas for [atisfarion to the civill
mun, he muft keow hiserrour, |

Firit, he makes nodifference of Profeffars con.
fiderethinor thaz thereare, and.thallbe foine, who
fhal} havd a forme of gadlinefl’ ,but nat the power
thereof, who fhall be fhut out of the kingdome of
heaven. Now whar comfore can this be to2 man,
thav heis ibas demd.efth & as others whofhall o
Werdbrrine [alvation for fhall not unhanel réli-

gion
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gion gudc-as‘ good favour with God, asirreligious
he_clty 2

Secondly, I doubt nbrbiin fomepatricular
finnes, fome civill men have a greater command
overthemfelves, then many trixly religious; Da.
wid was given overdf God by £all cobloudy adul
tery, whercia Ideubf mot, bur many thoufandsof
civill men might plead themfelves not guilty; yet
o queftionto be madebuc that, theonz was the
childe of God, the other m the fhare of chedivell
held captivero doe his witl: Yar the affection of
finfull anger, many of Gods rh 1dren are more ape
to offend by it,the temper of their naturall difpo-
fic on enclining that way, thes many civill men in
whom there isno worke of rexcneration; andall
this no difparagement to Goas children, fince the
Lord doth outofthefeinfirmities in hiswifedome,
make a fweet confetionthat purgeth pride cut of
their hearts, makesthem! more warchfull, more
diligent inprayer, hearing, ation.

Thirdly, it is oftenthe favc s corld, wha
bury many good things inthe cmlaien of God,
thofethacbe profeflors, if buv ene finne (it may
bewhich the Loid'Bath leftin thers humbla
them) fhall appeare it their converfation, the um
thankfull and cenforiousworld continually eyes
and {peakes of it,never mentioning the many good
things thatbe inthem: onthe contrary, ifa civill
man have many evils, live'in fome groffer finnes,
yet if he have by vertue ofa common gift of the
{pirir, fome one commendable property, that one
{hall curcand commendall his other deformities.

- Nomarwvellthenif profeffors of religion, being

fubjet
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fubject tofo uncquall and parrialla judgement, be
thought tobe (hore of a civill man.

s Afifcdeceit. A civill man doth therefore
flacer bimfelfe, and grow too high in his owne
opinion, and take contentment in his efate, be-
caule hedoth no manany harme, he doth not wile
lingly injure any many makes no quettion but chis
harmele(fe righteoulnc e will juftific him.

 Anfwer, It defervescommendation, that.aman
{hould fo demcane himfelfe, as carcfully to avuid
thedoirg of wrong to anothen: yet the infufficien-
cy ot his eftateappcares on this manner, If wee
take a view of that righteoulnefle whichthe Lord
requires, we thall finde, that it isnot onely innot
doing harme, butin doing good duties; the-omifh-
on whereof isdamnable, Marth, 3. vo.. Every tree
which bringeth not forth good frast, 15 bewen downe,
sndcaftintathe fire, Ifa. 1.16. Ceafe tadoe evill, learn
$0.docwell, Rom v2.9. abhorre that which is evill,
eleave to that which1s good, Masth:2§y Chrift will
proceed in judgement sgainlt wicked men,not onee
ly for that they have pulled meat from his mouth,
but alfo becanfe they havenotted him: for looke
asinar Orchard, itis notf:fficiens. that atree doe
naharme, but further that it may be counted'a
good tree, it mult be frdicfull : fointhe fateof a
Chriftian, he who is barred of good works, thall
as well undergoethe juddements of God,as hee
thatis a pracuifer of wickedrefle: wee doe not reft
contented, inthat our fervants plead they have
done us no harme, but inthat they have brought
Eroﬁt tous:why fhould wee not thinke. that the
ord expects asinuch from us who are his fer-
R vams,

M&’-l.

l&-lo!‘o’
Rc’-ll-,a
Matc af,
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vants, aswee doe from ours?

Secondly yren doevainely deceivethemfelves,
wheathey thicke they doe wo ewill in not doing
good; for the Scriptures due account him as one
that harmes his neighbour, and dorh that whichis
evill, when hedoshno good : hee sharis notwirh
me, is aga nt me, {zich our Saviovr, and hee that
gatherah oot with w.e, {cartercth abroad: sot to
f1ve when we may, is to deitroy, asappearcsby
the fpeoch of our Saviour, Luke 6,9, when hee
was challenged for curing 3 Geke man on the Sabs
bathday, his an{wer was, whether is it better,;’o
{avelife, or to deftroyit £

6 A fixth.deceir: Inthatthey mz wellcthought
on among their neighbours, are of good credit
and clteemie, they haveevery mans good word no
mancan {ay, blacke istheireye, and commonly
they make no queftionbucthey are sa good eftate
to Godward.

Anfwer, That agood report isa {peciall blefs
fing of God, that deferves tobee well accounted
of, it is as oyntmen, and makesthe bonesfac. But
zcivill man mult underftand thara main ching that
makes:a teport good, ¥ when it comes from them
thacaregood; fuch asfecke God, and endeavour
themfelvesin hiswaies. Now lerthe civill man
confrder whether fuch perfons doe give good te-
ftim:ny of them, forothorwife a manmay be weil
thought of among thofe that areas himfclfe, and
yabe farfom thacgoadnefle which God ap-
proves of.

Sccandly, [uch muft remember, that to hawe
everysmans good wosd, is no figne of amg\O En
s
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Gods favour, Luke 6.26.1ec bt 10 you when all men Likséa
[peakewel of you : and many havethegreater caule
to{ufpe@ their eftate in the generall applaufe of
men, thea thereby to grow fecure, The Phariles
may {cemeto have gained a great approbution
from men, they were thought tobe the onely re-
ligious men of their times; yet how doth our Sa«
uiour cenfure them, evenin that whereinthey took
moft pride, namely, the efteeme ot the vulgar,
Luke 16.15.y¢ avishey which jafiifie your [elves Goo Loke 16 15
Jeremen put God knawerh your beavtsefor that which
is highly eftcemed among(t men,is aboininable in
thefight of God; and thar godly faying of agood
Wiriter,may here have place, Thatin many things
where men can finde nofaule, God hatb jult caufe
to condemne. -
Thirdly, the Scripture aoth plainely leade us
from the applaule of men in the cryall of eure-
ftates, and {eckesto draw us to-a fearching into
qurowne beares, Gl 6.4, Ler every man prove gyue,,
hisowne worke, and cthen fhill he have rejoycing
inhimfeife, and not in another: this made Sijne
Paslfolightly efteeme the judgement of men
touching his eftate before God, 1-Cor, 4 3. 7pa(fP 1 Coryg,
very listls to bejudged of yos, or of mansjadgement :
thatis hiscommendation, that God acceprs of
him: hispraife is notfrom men, but from Ged,
Rem. 2.2 9, Romaapn
Thefecond falfe fhadow under which men doe
fbelter themlelves, and reftinasa ftare of grace,
when it is nothing lefle, is farmvall righteonfneffe,
whereconfider,
z Whatitis.

Ra 2 What
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ler,2.9.10,

Pro.7.1 408"

Mava3z 14,

Eukg..;".}“

2 Whatbethe groundz of it,

3 Whagbedbedeceits,

4 Thedilcovery. -

1 Formalj righreoufnefle: is tha practife ofthe
outward duties of uthe firlk Table, joynad with 2
regledt of thie duwes of the ftcond Tabiejand thae
by giving way to fone groffe cotruption. Wee
may fee a patrerne of this, fer.7.9,10. will you
ftcale, murder, and commit adultery, and come
dnd ttand before mainthis houle,where my name
iscilled upon? Bravy. 14. 15, the whorsfh woman,
conjoynesthe ‘zginga{ ber vowes th God,' ber peaces
offerings with tiebreach of wedlocke, Matrh, 83 14,
the Paarifes deypured svidowes. houles; under co-
lour of Jong praye®,

Touching the duties of the firft Tablewhere.
unto theformaliftarraines, they ate thefe.

1 Hesinrelp &ofthe outward man, 2 dili-
gencrepaiter epthe publikeafamblies, a hearerof
the word, reccivey of the. Sagtamentss he wiltnot
fticketo gozamile or two to the hearng of a
aSc mon;all chis wasin Herod, in-thofe that pro-
fefl. tp our Saviour that they. have eaven and
dru.ske in-his prefences.

Secondly, hee may be 2 'méanes to draw.on o-
thers,and ofay withthofe,7/3.2,3.- Come, letus
goexppo themos ~tax.  {the Lord,Ezek, 33, 30. Ea
zekiels hearersthoughbut formall, can {ay; every
manto hisbroiher; Come'I ffray you, and heare
what isthe word that commeth forth from the
Lotd.

3 Hee may grow to get agrear meafureof
knowledge, to be ableto difcourfe to the fufpal c;

0
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ofthe Scriptures, and what is taught in the pub-

like minifte1y; fo we reade of fome, Marzh,7, 23, Matzan
tHat haye artained fo much kaowledge, that they

have beene able to prophefie, thatis,to preachin
Chrifts name, and yet meere formalifts.

4 He may takeupa {olemne forme of prayer,
have his tim¢ and place for bis devoriin, Luke 18, Luke1s., e
10.the Pharifec goes upto the Temple of purpole.

{0 pray, and that the old Iewes were very frequent
inthis,ic appeares, Zfa. x.15. though ye make many Ya-r1s.
prayers, yes Iwill not heare, |

s Hemay proceedto humble himfelfe in fa-
fling, joyne with others in the folemne exercifcs
tothat purpole, 1 Kingsa1. Ahab thus abaled | o "
himfelfe, Ifa. 58,3 Wherefore have wee fasted, and Hi.,l,g;. y
thou feeft not ?

6 He mayoutwardly reverence the Preachers.
of the word,as Sasl did Samuel, Herod, lokw Bap-
tifl;give enteritainement tothem, asthe Pharifee,
Luke 14, who invited our. Saviour, yea make
words of lovetothem.

2 Grounds of this formall righteoufneffe,declas
ring how a man comes to fet up his reft fa fo de-
ceittull an appearance.

3 lcisthe dvels policy, when he cannot draw.
mento a fal{e worfhip of God,to fecup Idols,then
he labourcth mainly to detainz men inthe thell
and fhadow of an outward worfhip, to makethem
quietthemf{elvesin thisas all that God requures.
Thus were the old Iewes exceedingly heguiled,
whilethey placedall religion in outward {acrifi~
ces; by thismen are kept f?om the lde and power
ofgodlinefle, whilethey are fo fane fcduced by

R 3 Sathan,

Luke 14,
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Sachan, as to reft in the Paradife of 1 formall fer-
vice of God.

2 Man by nature is devoted beyond meafureto
his natarall corruption, {o as whut hee wils, chat
he w.Is with his whole ftreagth; fo Joachare men
to part with theircorrvpt pradtifes,rhat skinae for
skinne, and all that amao hath, wilthegive rather
then forgoe any part of thar which he 1s by naru-
rall apprehenfion bent unto. Hencethe Scriprure
tearmes the finnesthae aman is more fpecially in-
clined unto, his right eye, his right hand, then
which, whatis not 2 man more willing to lofe ?
hereuponthe heart of min feckes, and having by
{eeking found fuch a righteoufnefle, aswheren it
may befomething with God, and yet reraiae his
owne (clfe-liking finnes,by all meanes embraceth
this forme of (ervice of Gad, takes great con ent.
ment in this; and {uch 2 one isthis formall righre-
onfoefie, which makes a faire thew, promifing
great matters both umto others, and our owne fe-
duced hearts; and inthis doe men willingly reft, as’
that whichgivesadifpenfation untofome partiall
finnes, and yer carrics a goodly appearance a-
mongft men. This formall fervice of God will
bring whole rivers of outward fervice, even the
fitftborne of hisbody, for the finne of his foule,
{o beic he may retaine his owne will.

3 Thehonourable and glorious things that the
Lord hath fpoken of outward fervices; the Lord
z{cribes the gicateft worke to the Miniftery of the
Word and Sacraments, the opening of the eyes to
theblinde, the working of faith, the cleanfing of
the heart, the falvation of body and foule, fo to

prayer
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prayer and fafiing, how much doth the Scriptures
arrribure, making them the very meanes whercby
the very treaflures of heaven are opened, and il
good things communicated ro us! Hereupon the
deceitfull heart of man is fo ravithed by thefe
worthy «ff &s wroight by thefe - ordinanccs, 28
that it makes no queftion,butif it (hall ferve God
in thofe, all other things muft needs follow of
themf{elves; though a man be failing in other du.
tiesof the fecond Table, yer the excellency of
thefe fhall make a recompceafe, and give fatisfadti-
onto God.

3 Deceits. Firftthat for thofe outward dutics 3
performed, they endure perfecution, undergoe
many mockes and taunts from wicked men, come
iaro trouble for chacthey doe, being well dooe;
and from hence they gather confidence,that thejs
courfes are approved of God.

Asfw. Iris no fureargument of the truth of 2
sans proftflion, that he endures trouble forit, No
queftion but/adss bad his partin thofe croffes
that did accompany the preaching of the Gofpel,
ard yet who doubts of the rottennefle of his pro-
feflion? but among others, eAlexander, of whom
we rcade, A@s19. chapier, 33. verle, that hee Adsig.s3
was neerennto death for the Gofpels fake,and yet
of the fameman (as Calvin thinkes) doth Saint
Panlgiveaheavy cenfure, when hee prayes ¢hat
God would seward him according to his workes,
2 Timn, 4.0 4. 2, Titge Mo

Secon-ly, the wotlds hatred of 2 Chriftian
profeflionis notdiredtly agamnft s, as itis found
and fincere, joyned wich truth i the inward pans;

it
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it luokes onely upon that which theweth it felfe in
religious perform.nces, thatis the cbje& of wic-
ked mensmalice, they pry not into the tru h of
graceinthe hearr; bue if a mandoe joyne himfelfe
withthe people of God inthe holy excrcifcs of
religion, that isit which provokes their malice. In
macters of enmity beewixe differing parties, itis es
nough to endure the ill will of the one, butin thew
and appcarance tojoync withthe other; and fo-it
isno ture and infallible matkeof 2 friend of God,
for a manto fay that he hath fuffercd io the caule
of religion: the very outwaid f ce of religion, ftts
thedivell and wicked men on worke.

Thirdly, there may be great deceic in fi ffaing,
wherein aman can haveno comfort, as if it were
aninflcparable companion of finccrity : men may
feekethemfclves, their glory, honour, and have
worldly relpesin yeelding their neckes to affli-
Gionfor the Gofpelsfake. Ifany man (fiith out
Saviour) will be my Difciple, heemutt deny him-
felfeand takeup his croffe andfollow me, Marsh,
16.24. Wee maft [ooke that our fuffering have a
denyallof our felvesand our owne uffe&ions, elfe
they fhall nothing availe us. A mans affliGion for
religiousdeties pérformed, isthenoncly anargu.
meat of the truth of grace, when 2 manbeing tol-
fed inchem, lives onely by fai h in Gods word,
and is not fed withthe hope of glory, with ane¢x-
pectation of fuccour and reliete from man.

2 Deceit. That many good men applaud them
intheir courfes, yeagodly attd faichtull Minifters
commend them, encourage them; now would
they honout an imperfeét profeflion of religion 2

Anfw,
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eAnfw. 1. Nodoubt but it may and oughe to
beagood comforttous,thac we have the appro-
bation of fuch asfeare God inthofévaies wherea
inwe walke : but notwithftanding icis a furerule,
that of another mans eftate before God, o man
can judge wich a judgement of certainty;for wher-
as oac man judgeth of another onely by fruits of
the [pirit, what outward worke.of the fpiric of
grace is there, whichthe pride of mens hearts, and
thedivell together, cannot counterfeit 2 they will
make a femblance of faith, of tepentance: other
men thoughgood, yet miftake us even whenthey
doe their beft, it being btyond their reach to dé-
termine of another manseftate. The vprightnefle
of any mansheart in the duties he perfarmes, it
is poffible onely to God and humfclfe to know,
Pro.17.3. The fining pot is for filver, and the farnace
Jor gold, owt vhe Lord sryeth the hearts of men, and ne
man knowesh the hearsof aman, fave the [pirit of &
mian that #sinbim, 1 Cor. 2,11, 1Corp1y 9
Sccondly, e reafondeceitfully,iffrom mens
approbation of our courfes wherein we walke, we
conclude amallowanceof oureftate, that all is
well with us, becaufe fomething isdeemed to bee
apright. Ttis all one as if adithone® perfon pere
forming an honeft actiony and receiving juft com-
mendation for the fame, fhould thence gather a
generall refolution for his honefty. Gaod men
approveusinour hearing the word, prayer, fas
fting, but good men will not approve us as every
way good, becaule good in thefe: befides,the ai.
ons we performe in attending on ordinances, may
be good in their nature,. asnd yct wee may m;t:c
them

Pro.13«ga
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them in the manaerof performing them.

Thirdly ,wemuft know that good and.godly
Mirifters invhispriophane and wretched sge, are
glad toapprehend and cherith the lealt bloffoms
of goodncflethht do¢ thew themfelves; areready
toLacowage menhiany good courl(es, by giving
them theirdederved tothmendations. Gods Mram
ftersdeate with Profelors, asthe fervams of Bens
hadad did with the King of /ffael, glad whenthey
cancatchbux ata good word, heare but ofche fre-
querning of agood deerdifes Our Saviour hearing
theyong man making {uchaprofeffioncf his obe.
dience, though it wasonely inregard of the out-
ward m3a, yet itis {aid, hee looked upon him and
loved him: and foin likemannce, why thouldic
not belawfoilfor us toloveand Like a matiaccors
dinglys to teftific our liking of thofe in whom wee
perceiveany good beginmngs, in piovsand eeligi-
ous excrcifes ¢ and yetthis isno warrant for{uch
to reft inthofe outward formes-of religion, as 4f
all wereperfetinthem.

3 Deccit, Thatthere {eemes tobe anagreement
betwixt them and the molt forward profeflors,
they jo?vncimhc {ame pares of Gods worthip wich
like diligence; frequent Gods ordinancesy why
may we not from thence conceive all tobewell
withthem ¢

Anfm.1. That what{oevera childe of God wil
doc by vertue of fintesrty inhis heart, thatfame
will ahypoctitedos dur of the pride and vasity
ofhis hearc: thewebbeof hypocrifie is moft cun<
ningly {pan, [cacaetyto be difcerned burby him
thit hath the fpicivof (;ifccming more then ordi-

4 nary.
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nary. Compare the reformation of Zebw, withehae
of Jofish, and you (all fee litle difference; he pree
tends asgreat zeale, is as hot in the rooting out of
the idolatrous worlhip of B4/, as was Feffahinthe
like kinde: had not Zess dilcovered himfelfe in {et-
ting up theidolatry of lereboam, hee might have
kept hiscredit:thereforean appeariog outward ae
greement is not that which may give ahopethat
our profefiionis found, but we muft have ancye to
the integrity of theheare in the performasce
there()Ft
Secondly, we have examples of fome in Scripe
ture, who have witpefled an univerfall agreement
intheir profiflian, even unto the parung from
their lands and poleflions; as Ananiasand Sepbira,
and yerall provedinthe end but counterfeits fo
Indas, of whom no doubt but that fpecch had its
truth. We have forfaken all, and followed thee:
thisconcurrence in.the fame pugward dwies, did
flow from heares diverfly affe@ed, and accor-
dingly in time it was appareat.Itis a corrupt man.
ner of reafoning, to conclude a totall agreement
from a pactiall,an inward from an ontward. Let
all Chnftiansbez exhorted and perfwaded, thag
they beware how they build upon this fame {ee-
ming formall righteoufnelle, that they doe nog
bleffe them(elvesin it as a ftate of al-fufficiency te
falvation: asif greene leaves could make good
trees,or formall profeflion gaod Chriftians; s
will deceivethem that truft it in their greateft
needs: and for the betrer enforcing this exhortati-
on, thatit may morelively picrce the bearts of 3ll
formall profcflors, confider thefe motives:
S2 t The

23t



232

The (bristian ‘Lgﬂ?m,

Mﬂﬁ'b’ﬂro

Icrl ’o -
Ilm-!.l-z .

. lal4ga

iam3.1,5

1 TheScrrpriire tels us chatic is deceiveable

righteoufneffe, ler.7 4. truft notinlying words,
Jam.r.21. beyedoersof the word, not hearers
onely, deceiving your owne felvis.  Now what
wiledomeis it fora man to caft his(alvarjonupon
that which thelpiricof truth hath witnefl d, will
inthe end prove as thoft Brookes thar /vé (peakes
of,that falle men when  they have molt need of
WK,
522 The Lorddoth of all other fervices, reject
this formall righteoultelle, P(alme 5a. 8. Ife,
To14. My fousle hates your new Mosnes, and your ap-
peinsed feafly, they are dburthentome, I apsweary of
shemyverlc 13, Incenfé is an abbominationio mee e,
Who will thengoe abourto make hisheare be.
Jeeve that thedurward ufage of Gods ordinances
will commend a2 manto God.

3 Irisamong che finnes of thefe times prophe-
fied,2Tém. 3.1.5. that In the larer daies fhall
come men having a forme of godlinefle, but not
thepower. Now wee ought to be fomuch the
m ore carefull o avoid ir, as weare more fub;y ¢to
it,in regard of the prevailing of irjinthe age wher-
in we live.

4 Wemuftknow thatthe end of all Godsordi-
nances, is the rehuing of Gods image in us, the
making of usnewcreatures, the fathioning of our
heartsto his will-therefore we heare, pray,receive
theSacraments, that wee may have thegraces of
faich and repentance ftampedin our foules. Now
then when wee attaine not this benefic by them,
we lofeall onr dueics, the ordinances becomeasa
dead leteerche vety facrifice of fooless T

4
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The third Harbour whereinthe fonle of man
refts it felfeis, Temporary Righteoufnefle, fuch
a ftwviceof Godas carriesagoodly fhew forthe
time, but after vanitheth away,
Confider,
1. Whatitis.
2. Thegrounds of it.
3. Thedeccits of it,
4. Thedifcovery.
1. Temporary Righteoufnelleisa work of the
fpirit, whereby aman being enlightned to {ee the
priviledges that are in Chrift foratimerejoyceth
in them, yeeldeth fome obediencetothem ; yet
afterward heutterly falls away. Itis a work of the
pirit, Heb, 6.4. they that haveitare faidtobee gy 4,
partakers of the Holy Ghoff, Whereby a mnan is
illightned to fee the priviled%enhat arcinChrift
and rejoyceth in them.] Zuke 8.13. the (ton
round which reprefents the temporary profel-
our receivesthe word with joy, yeelds ameafure
of obedience, LM arth.12 43. theuncleane fpirit o, 0
is {aid to go out of aman for a time, wherein the e
temporary Chriftian isunderftood; nowinthe
time wherein he departs, the temporary Chrifti.
an, ouc of whon he goes,yeelds fome meafure of
obedience,yct{oasafterwards he fallsaway. So
the righteoufnefle of temporaries is compared to
the morninz dew, that vanifhethaway withthe
Sunne . and thacthis is biseRate to fall away isin-
finnated, KHebr, 6. Exzmples of this eftatetwo
more cminently known, Saalof whomin the be.
gin ingof hisraign, weheareof many good ai-

«ans; his wildom in his patient bearing with thofe
S3 wicked

o
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wicked men that murmured againft him, t Sam,
10.37. his humility in refufing ro take the eftace
ot a King upon him, wver. 22, his merey in fuc-
couring themen of Zabefh Gilead, Chap.x 1, his Iu.
ftice in pu ting downethewitches, 1 Sam.28.3,
and yet afterwards fearefully did hee fall away
from God. The ctheristhe example of that fa-
mous hypocrite lehs, how zcalousdid he cairy
him[elfe in rooting out the pofterity of Ahas,
and how did he in all pretend the worke of the'
Lord, how did he put todeath allthe Pricfts of
Basl,and brakeall the Images ; yet dyes withthis
?rand , that he departed not from the fins of Jere-
A '

2, Grounds. 1. That thefe menwerenever
truly engrafted into the Vine Chriff Iefus; they
were never truly fodered, and united into Chriff as
Earts of his myfticall body, whereof hce isthe

ead, and accordingly being never iruly conjoy.
ned unto him,no marvellif intimetheybe drawn
dry, and become asbranchesunprofitable; thae
which they doe is by 2 common influence of the
fpirit of God enabling them unto fome duties,
wherby hee plealeth roglorific his name, and as
that whereby wee continue and perfeverein the
ftate of grace, is ourunionandfocicty withthe
Lord 1efus \whereby webecome one with him,and
nonefhall take us out ofhis hands ; fo that which
makes thefruicof the fpirit to witherand cometo
nothing in usafteratime, is thewant of this con.
junction with Chrift, becaufe the {eed of Godis
notin us; fucharepnourithednotfromtlie power
which diffufech it felfefeqm the head :orhcnéem-
crs,
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bers, but from fume exteinall caufe and worke
oi t}\}e fpitit, but out of the myfticall body of
C 'i s

3. Thereisad fferent tanner of receiving the
word ; fome receiveitinto the uppermoft face of
their hearts: others fo receive it that it finkes more
dcepely into the foule; takes a firmerooting g
with fome their knowledge fwimmes in their
braine, calts areflexion upon the affe&ions from
the lizht that isintheunderftanding ; o hersare
changed into their knowledge, theirknowledge
doth exe cife acommanding power over the fa.
culties of foule and body. Now this different
manner of receiving of the weord makes a diffe-
rence betweene Profeffours of whom fomeliold
out, others fall away ; thisisthe differencebe-
twixt the ftony ground and the good earth, Maz.
13. So that the reafon why this righteoulnefle
fides and com:s to nothing, isthat, becaufe it nor
being ftamped decpe enough into the foule,whex

remp:ations make an affaulty itis notof abilityte

refitls
3 Deate. 1. He imagines himfelfeingood
cafe, forthat he canrejoyce in the word when hie
heares it.
oAnfwer. There is athreefold difference, be.
twixt the joy of the tempozary 2nd theEle@in
hearing, the word. Thetemporary rejoyceth in
hearing ofthe glorious priviledges of the Chuifti-
an eftace, being convited of the goodnefleand
excellency of them ; likeasa manis afrected with
joy tobehold with his eyes a Vine plenrifully fa-
den with grapes, or aficld of cornetharis goodzy
o

= g ]
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to feeto, in regard of the large and plentifull crop,
though he have no part init; even fuch maybe
the joy of the tumporary, caufed not fiom any
perfwalion of propricty and intereft inthechings,
but only fiom the glosious hicw and beauty of the
things themfclves: But as forthe eleétof God,
their oy arifeth from an evidence of that aflu.
rance, they have of their intereft inthem, that
they are peculiar to them, and tharthey are with-
in the promifes.

2. The joy of thetemporaryisa joy thatari-
feth from a{light tafte that he hach of Godsmer-
cies and the Chriftian prerogatives ; whereasthe
joy of the true converts fprings from thatgood
they finde even from a perfect nourifbmentthat
they receive, finding themfelves juftified and
{ar&ificd by veitue of that they have gotten inthe
miniftry of the word. The Apoftlein the words
laft fpoken of the temporary profe(four, Heb. 6.
aives occafion of this difference, forevenas it is
onemanner of joy thar aman conceives upon the
tatting of good meate, ~whenthe {fame notwith.
ftandingis never perfectly digefted and turned in.
to good bloud; another whenaman{ojoyesin
that he tafies, as it is converted into perfect nu-
triment ; fuch is the difference betwixt the joy of
the temporary and the perfevering profeffour.

3. The joy ofthe temporary in the word is
fometimes accidentall ; with refpe¢ttofuchci -
cumftances asthe word comes cloathed withall 3
as,forthe noveltyand ftrangernes ot it,fomany are
delighted toheare fome pointsof divinity difcuf-
{ed which formerly they have not heard, thereis

love
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lovetothe Preacher in whom they are glad ¢o fee

{uch excellency of gifts, asalfointhe pleafing dee

livay,{o EZ¢k. 33.32. Loe, thou art untothemas Exchysigni
avery lovely fongof one thae hath a pleafant
voyce, and can {ing well, But as forthe joy of the
clect, their joyis in the word of God, with refpe&
unto the goodnefle that isin it for it fe}fe, forthat
beautjes {ake thac thinesinit; they behold an in-
wardglory, fer.15.,16. Thy wordswerefound, and
I did eate them, andthywordwas tnte mee the joy and
vejoycing of my bcars,

4 Thejoy ofthe ele& in the word, isa joy thae
{prings up by certaine feps, arifing from the fence
of mifery, feeling of Gods anger, hungring after
grace;for the heart of man humbled with this {pi.
rituall wretchednefle,abafed and caft downe inthe
{enfe ofhis mifery and wants, flies unto the fanGu.
ary of the word, where finding gracious promifes,
and the loving nature of God defcribed at Jarge, rea
covereth it {clfe;and out of the fweetnefle of Gods
promifes apprchended by faith, curing the
wounds of our diftrefled foules, doth greatly re.
joyceinthe fame;the word becomes fweeter then
the honey and thchoney combe; but the joy of
the temporary is fudden,as a flath of lightning,and
therefore decipheredby the {prouting up of the.
feede inthe ftony ground, Marth. 13,

s Thejoy of the temporaryis of a vanifhing
nature, it foone fades; as the corne that growes out
ofthe ftony ground withereth forthwith for wang,
of carth, foisit with the temporaries joy, itisas
the crackling of thornes under a pot, foon in, foon

out: hereuponhis delight is compared to him that
T o~

Ieragabe
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2 Cora.

comming into 8 pleafanr garden, is delighted
while he is withia the Tmelt: bae the elvéls joy 19
more permanent, continues lordger, he hith a po«
fic of thole fweet lowers, wherewith hee refrefh:
eth himfelfe, even when hee is gose out of the¢
Garden.

Deceir 2. He pleafeth himfelft in this, that hee
hath [omeinward co npundion of heart for his
finnes, thathee is pricked in conlcience, tioubled
forfinne, feelesa horrourin bis foule; thence hee
conceives his eftute to bec as tlie eftate of Gods
children, fince he is in this likethem.

Anfw. 1. If thefe gripes of confcience were in«
fallible notes of onethar is in the ftate of grace,
then might Efans weeping, Ahabs humbling him.
felfe, /ndas his [orrowing, plead-an intereft inthis
eftate, whom notwith(tanding che Scriprure hath
marked wirh the blacke coale of reprobation.

2 Thereisa worldly forrow, as weltasagod-
ly, both have finne for thejr obje&, 2 Cor, 7. and
yet the one caufeth death etermail. This {orrow
for {inne cannot give any man comfore touching
the welfare of his eftate further then-hee is affured
itisa godly forrow, whereofinore fhall bee faid
hereafter. The devils havea horrourintheir fouls,
wherewiththey tremble at the righteous judges
ments of God; are afrighted with legall terrours,
yetnevera whit theneerer theflate of grace.

3 Theforrow of thofemen doth not lye long
uponthem, r is net of a lafting nature; bur like 2
fapout thas poww appeares, and anon vanithetha-
way. Many'are Srmon-ficke, as thole that are
fa ficke, exceeding ill at eafe, queafic ﬁomaﬂgls,

walé
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while they areon the Seas yecche fame men wheo

they come on land,are as wel as everthey were fd
wehdve many who inthe hearing of the word,

feeme 10 beemuch trovbled, exceedingly caft

downe; yet the fame men when comming abroad,

they arebur acquainted with the syre of thg

world, their pangs of forrow paff¢ away : fuch
wasthe forrow of Felix, who while he heard Paul
difputing of righteoufneffe and temperance, and of
judgement ta come, he trembled, e4éfs2 4425 yey At 343
ng {oon¢r was Pawl departed, but his coverous

heart prevailed overhm: whereasthe nature of

the {forrow which may giveaman corafort touchs

ipg his eftate, as that whereby he is advanced into

the glorions condition of Gods children, is an a-

biding {forrow, goes to bed,and rifeth with us, as.

David witneflesh, Pfal.g2.3, my teares have beene pay 0.4,
w1y meas day and right.

4 If wee confiderthe effect of theftfotrowes,
whereby thistemporary is ftricken;they worke no
alterationnior changeinhis life; hee goes foftly,
cloathes himfelfe with fackcloath, hangs downe
his head like a bul rufh, but {foas hee lickes up the
vomit of hisfinnes, keepesiniquity clofe under his
tongue: E{an even when hecryed out for gricfe,yet
had this selolutionin himy, that when the daies
of mourning for his father wete patt, he would-be
avenged of hus brother by killing hum, Giw.27.41.
So Ahabevenfoone after hee had forrowed for
Gods judgements denounced againfthim forhis
murderous oppreflion of Nabeth, hee imprifoned
Micaioh, ¢ King.22,377. whereas the forrowthaf 1 Kingsasw
accompanies him thar is in the flate of grace,

T2 briogs
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brings fuch a reformation of heart and life, as we
may {ecin Panl,

Deceit 3. Hehathgood motions, holy defires
and inclinations, whereby he refolves for the beft
waies, and what doe the moft righteous more ¢

Anfw.1. That good purpofes, unleffetheybee
broughtinto pra&ife, they are as an untimely
birth; nogood comes to themin whom they are:
for even as thatinfant which is onely conceived
and never horne, is counted as if he had never
bzene, fois it with thele abortive and mifcarry-
ing purpofes. It isthevery glory and perfection
of thele good motions whenthey are beautitied
with an aQuall performance of thatwhich was
purpofed, otherwile our hearts deale with us in
good purpofes,as Zarah-when he was to beborn;
make a faire fhew, as if they would come ont of
finne,and yct give backe, all is nought worch: our
defiresinthiskinde are no other then a man may
fiade inhellmouth. What benefir was it tothofe
Tewes, Iobn 6.34 ahatthey cryedout, Lordevere
more give us thay bread, when notwith{tanding they
did not ufe the meanes to compafleit, asappeares,
verfe 36.whatgood had Agrippaby being perfa-
ded almaft to becomea Chriftian ¢ or was Balears.
evertheneererto heaven, for that hee defiredto
dye the death of the righteous?why then doth the
temporary carry him{clfe{o fiffely uponhis good
purpofes and defires «

3 Ifweetakeanaccount of thofe defires, by
somparing them with thofe that are found inmen
sruely converted,, wee thaltfinde many notorious
difi:rences. Thole defires of the tcmporarylg;e

33+
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like them of the fluggard, who lufteth,but his foul

hath nought, Pro.13.4. they are lazie, faint, with. Pro134.
out any violence offered to the corruption of our

naturey but thofe of the converted are paincfull,
laborious, joyned with 2moft earnelt ufing of the
meanes; thofe inwhom they are all called violent, geeyy,148
Matth, 11.13. yea,they are faid to prefle forward, Phils,
Phil, 3. to hunger after righteoulnefle, Ata1th, y 6, Mavs%
yea,fccondly, thele of the temporary fecle no

gricfe forthe want of that they defire: bur thofe of

true converts are joyned with an inward moft af.
feGtionate mourning towards him whom they de-
five;their {oule faints, they are ficke after that chey

defire, Pfal.42,1. Pfal.143.7. Heare me [peedily O plal asir,
Lord, my pirit failesh, ¢re. Thirdly,thofe of the Palu37
temporary (asall begianings of grace) are fickle,

vanith away,cometo nothing;thefe otherare cone

ftant, hold out,give no reft to their eye-lids, till

they havegained fomething whercin they may

reft.
Deceit 4. Thathee findes himfelfe more for-

ward then many of thofe that have becne
ancient profeflors; is more hot and earneft in ma-
ny good duties, eventhen they of whofe eonverfz-
tion no man had ever caufe to doubt.

Anfv. Tharthe fony ground (by which one
kinde of tbe remporary is to beunderftood) is
marvellous forward in fending forththeblade;as
itlyes nocdeepe, burinthe face of theearth, foit
fproutsand thewesit felfe more {peedily, Marsf
13 M4r.4. Sairis marvellous robehold fome of
thefe temporary profeflors, how foonethey are

tipe, how violently forward; but according to
T3 thofe
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thofevi lent beginnings, they doeasieone fade
ard wither away, Ic is with them as with meg
that are over. forward inche morning at their buf.
nefle, inthe afternoone conltrained to give over
irisanill figneof perfeverance in good duties,
whenamaais forward and zealous beyond the
agc of his chriftianity; and looke as wee muft not
lay any great hope upon children that are witty
and forward beyondtheirage, fo likewile wee
fhould not thinkeany whit the better of our felves,
by reafon of ourfudden over forwardneffe. Our
Saviour [p=akes of fome who werelaft, who fhall
be firflt, and firft thar fhall be laft: why may not
the hotand over-carneft temporary fufpe& him.
{elfe for oncofthefe?

3 Wemultinowr forwardnefle confider wife-
ly whether nature hath nota hand in itas well as
grace, orbeyondit, For I doubt not but when
fome feeds ofreligion fall into the heart of a yong
man, or aman ot a (tirring {pirit, they doe receive
agreat mmpreflion of heat from the narurall
warmththat isinhim; heputfucs things that be
contrary t 0 him with greater intenfion, not of
zeole alors, butof zeale fiv on fixe by the firength
of nature. It (hall be wiledome therefore for men
taexamine and try their zeale and their forward.
nelfe. Peterbeirg aman of a fiery and fidden fpi-
riby nature. Religion was many times pre pofte-
roully fer on worke by natyre,and he made a thew
of'more forwardnefle, and yet I doubt notbut as
much,if not morefubftanceof zeale was inthe reft
of the Apofiles.

3Homay miftake ancient profeflors,whenhe that
mea-
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meafure the fubftance of inward grace, by an oyt
ward blaze ot forwardnes, In many this forwa; d.
hes out-runs juigment,wifdom,holy diferetion,
and accordingly makes a greatthew inthe eyes
of the beholders.  In others foundnefle of juds.
ment, wifdome, experience have over mafteied
affections, fo as they are no whit leffe 222]ous,
but more wife, difcreet, better ordered 5 manags
ing their practifes with no whit abatement of fin.
certy, but with much niore comfort tothem.
fclves,and good to others.

5. Deceit, That he findes the Lord rewardin
him for thatwhich he doth 5 fees fome of Gods
temporall promifes made goodun:o him, bothin
mercics communicated, and judgments with.
diawne.

Anfw. 1f this might giveany affurance of the
toundncfle of grace inthe hearr, then might oA.-
kab pirt in for a part among the fontesof God
of whom it is recorded that the Lord rcgardc-ci
his temporall and but feeming humiliation (for
it was notwithhis whole beart) withaeranflaci-
on of the judgment that thould have beene infli-
&ed,fromhis say estothe fucceeding genciation,
So likewife fehs went not uarewarded for that
which he did in deftroying the houfc of eAhab
his children were 1o fit upon the thrane of Ifrael 9 * Mg 1o o
the fourth generation, Yeafurther, (uchhath been
Gods juftice,thathe would not have heathen mea
doe any thiog that he had appointed to be done
withbut a reward, Wicked Nebuchaduezzar .
Ezek. 29.20. {hall have the land of Egypf given paey,y9.0

hum for his labour wherewich he fervedaganft it,
becaufe
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becaufe they wrought for me faiththe Lord, and
fomeo theancient facheis haveimputed thelong
contiruance of the Roman Empireas arewardin
Gods juftice given to the pradife of civill ver-
tues, wherein many of them were famoufly re-
nowned,

Secondly, The temporary might in his well
doing more comfort him(elfe, as an argument of
faving grace inhim, if God didnot reward him
in this lLife; he mightlookethen forarewardat
the generall Iudgment, where God gives the re-
ward of cternall life ; butthat God rewards him
here inthislife, the Lord (ignifics that he will not
be indebted to him ; now he hath all that he muft
lookefor.

vfe To advifeall Chriftians that they doc not reft
* in thefe imperfe motions that are commonto
thetemporary ; as thatthey have had fome pangs
of forrow for f{in ; fome flalhing joy inthehes-
ring of the word; fome gooddefires, thatthey
otherwhiles feele; thefe have beene in fuch as
have aftcrward fallen finally away, and are bran.
ded with the blacke coale of reprobation, We
muft,as we would havecomfort in our profeffion,
both try thefe motions of whatkindethey are,
and when we have ryed them, endeavourtobe
led forward to perfeéion. And for the enfor-
cing of this Exhortation.

Metive 1. Confiderfirft, Thattheeftate of him thathath
begun in the fpirit, if afterwards hefall away,
embracing this prefent world with Demas, his
eftate is worfe at theend, thenic wasat enefirft,
for looke as it is with water havingbeene t?ncc

cat.
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heat,if afteritbe cold againe, itismore eafily fro-

zen 3 {oicis with men thae have beene once war-

med with the funne-thine of grace, if afterthey
grow oold, they are more eafily frozenintheis
mmpiety, more hacdned in the courles of fiohe,
WHanth.12. the end of that man, where there i$ Margs,
a re-entry of Devils, after their cje@ion, is worfé
thanthebeginning, 2 Pesera 210 7¢ hadbeeweber: | peer -
ser for shem not 10 bave kmowne she good wajes of God

then afier they have knowae them ta turne from'thi

boly Commandemens deliveredunto shem,

2. Our departing from good wayes afcer we
have made progrefleinthe ame, argues it usexd
treme folly, wee cannot enter thelifts fo muchas
af a temporary profeflion, but we muftlooketo
foffer many things, we muft betyedto themeans;
deprived of much of that which the fefh cals li-
berty. Now fhall we fufferall thisinvaine# fhall
we with the Iffaelites comeout of Egyps, under-
goemany forrowesinthe wildernds, cometothe
borders of the land of (anaan, andthengiveo-
ver and faint by theway ¢ Shall we doe, as hee

that takes along and chargeable journey to buy a
commodity that is needfullfor him,and wheg he
comes to the plice, parts fora penny,and poes
homeagaine withoutir ¢ EXek.18.24. If hesurme pegy, 11 “
away, all bisrightcoufues shat bhe hath done, fhal nos be
wmentioned.

3. Confider, Thatallthe promifes of God are _
entailed upon thegraceof Perfeverance, Matsh, Mar sennitge
240 12,13, Becaufe iniqm'ti: fhall abound, thelooe of
many fhall waxe cold, but he thatendurethtotheend
foall be fyved, Revel. 3.1q. beshon faithfull ”2‘ Romed saycrs

1 $3¢



The Lhriffsans Leﬂ‘;;;

Revel3.ra.

the dewth, and Iwillgive thee thecramne of lifz'ves,
x1. b¢ thatowercommeth, fhall not bebars a/f:/rc £
cond deash, Revel, 3,12, bims thet gvercommeth will
dmakespd irin the Templeof mwy Ged, |
Wherefore let us at apy hand:be admanifhed

~ to fearch andtry onr Proweflion ; mot deceive our

{elves ; we may make rfhew to athers, and our
heirts oaay make us believeallis wells butletus
ot rruft them till-we have tryed chem. kische
foole that will believe every thing. Many have
fet forwardn good wayesas.Nesmzes two daugh.
texs, that would needs accompany her intothe
land of Jsdeh, (aying, we willreturne withthee
uato thy people, and yet how cafily was orpab en.
treated to goe hacke ¢ Satherearemany Orphaes,
that feeme as if they wouldtrayaileto heaven, yot
give overinthemid-way; lettheir examplesbe
admonitions tous.

Thus farre of the difcoveryof the falfe har.
bours of the Chriitian eftace.  Now [ cometo
the meanes of inquiry.

In theinquiry tobe-made for the direétionof a
Chriftian in the duty of felfetryall, fougefpeci-
ol iesarctobedifcnfid.

1. Wharg:acesareafthe efllénceand being of
& Chriftian.

2. What their nature s,

3. What is the lealt meafure of them; leffe
$hensyhich a man cannar have,and he inthe flace
ofgrace,

4+ Wharbethe leverall muks of thefe graces
c¢fJentially neceffary.

Forthe fiefk, I find, shattheScripture dothin-
clofe
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clof all inthefetwo duties, Paithand Repemtance,
2Mark. 1. 18. Repens and believe the Gaficlf, Al Mk, s 18
20.31. Witnefling to Zewes ind Grecians, repen. A&sao,
tance towards God, and faithtoward our Lerd fe~
Ju Chriff. By thele two we paffe from deathto

life, from the power of Sathanto God. Now

the latter of thele duties being unfold«d there are
thefethree maine branches of it.

1. Godly {oirow, 2 Cor.7.10. thatisthebe. sCorguse
ginbipg of ir, and as it werethe firft ftep ; whence
it is faid , 0 bring foreh Repemsance so0 falvasion,

2, 10,
- 2. A change of mind, calledthe New Crez.
ture, flelhy heart, renovation of the fpiritof our
minde$,implyed inthe word repent ; which pro.
pc.rlg ﬁgnigcsa tranfmutation ot alteration of the
mind,
3. New obedience, Masth. 3.8. bring forth Mavh .8,
Sruits worshy of amendment of life, Roms.12: 1. give gom uss.
up your bodies as a living facrifice. So thatthe iffue
of allis, thatto fet2manin poffeflion of the fate
{(_)f grace, there bee foure maine workesof ¢he
irit.
P 1. Faith,
2. Godly fotrow.
3. Change of minde,
4. New obedience,

Wi hin thefe is comprehended whatloever ap-
pertaines to thebeing of 2 Chriftian. Many com-,
plementall gracesarcfurtherfoundin him, who
is in the faith, asappertainingto his well-being :
thefe andthefe only doe eftate him inthatblefled
tenure of the fonnes of God,

Va Secondly,
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Ephcfansa g,

Tohn 108,

Gal2.300

Romans 4.7

Rqmans §. I2e

Sccondly, What thefe are in their particulap
nature. |
Faithisa work of the fpirit whereby we'are ene
abled to apply to our felves the promifes made ire
€brift for our reconciliation with God, Itaa
yvorke of the [pirit of God,} Eph.2.8. 1t'isthegife
ef God, [we are enabled] Our wilsarelifted up
above their naterall condirion and ability by 2
fpeciall infufiun of grace; for how(oever faith be
begun in theunderftanding, yerthe perfettion of
it 1s from chewill ; thisisapparent fromthe ob-
je& of faving faith, whichis not only truth, but
alfo good, and good to us. [ Toapply tceur
fclves] Soohn 20,28, Thomas fhewes himfelfe
to beabeliever, when he faith, cy Lord, and my
God, Galath, 220, 1 livebythe faithof the Sonne
of God, wio loved mee, and gave himfelfe {brmce.
{ The proinifes made in Chrift] theyarethe mat.
ter whereabout our faithis exercifed, Rom, 4.2 14,
Abrabams dflarancewas [ettled upon the promife,
[ For our Recouciliation with Ged] thisisthebenes
it of it, that spon belicuing Godisreconcilid, e
bave an attonement, Rom. §. 11.
Thirdly, what isthe leaft meafite of faving
faith +
eAnfwer. It 1s a.conftantearneft defire of the
pardon of fir flowingfrom an humble heart,joy-
ned witha confcionable u‘e of the meanes, 1 fay,
conftantro difference this defire from the moody
paffiops that are in naturall men, to whom God
difclofing the fearefulnefle of the vengeance to
rome, they doe for theinftant defire aremoveall
of theit finnes. I fay carnclt, with refpecttathe
fluggifh
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fluggifh wifnes that are in the unregenerate ; as

alfo to that fervency of defire which expericnce

fiewes inthegodly, Ffad.42.2. my fouleis a chirft Patme 42,
for God. Ifay further, thatit is {ct on worke by

an humbled foule, a {oute touched with his owne

mifeiies, a wounded fpirit, abroken heart, Pfalm,

10.17. thou hatt heard the defite, but itis the Ffame 117,
defire of an humbled foule, of the poore in fpirir,

Laftof all, this defire expreffeth it felfe in a care.

full and diligen: ule of the meanes, whereby it

may be increafed as Prayer,hearing the word, re-

ceiving the Sacraments. This ischat faith which

is tearmed by the {inoaking flaxe s and bruifed

reede, <Matth. 12 20, whichpromifc of Chriff Manb.isae
is, not tobreakerheone, norquenchtheother.

This to be in Gods acceptation, as {aving faich

appeares, in that God rewards this hungringde-

e witheverlating life, Marth. 5. 6. Luke 1,37, Manbes.s.
he fils the bungry with goodihings,lohn . 37. 1f any ,r:,';,':f;f';ﬁ'
man thirfl 5 let him come s0 me, and drinke, If3,55 .1, Maish g5t
Ho everyonc that thirfleth, ¢rc.

Sccondly, for thatfuch defires are thegrace it
felfe defired ; for i adefircunto finnebeche (g
it felfcbefore God, as Matth.5.27. hethatlook. Mawbs 17,
cth upona woman and lufts after her hathcom-
m tted aduleery with her; why Mill not ninch
tore an caraelt defire oc the pardonof fia bean
obtaining ofit ¢ an earneftdefire to belieyebe zc.
eepted for beliefeic felfe:

Thirdly, where ever the fpirit of God is work-
ing daving graccin the heart, there muft needs be
faith ; but where everfiich adefirefo qualified ie,
there mult needs bethe fpiricof God 5 for thefe

V3 defires
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Markesof
fiths
ASS 1549

defives not being the fruits of che 4.th, muft necef
farily come from the {pirie. And doubeleflathey
arc {ent as,an carnelt penny and pledge of gvertla.
fting life: yea,looke as a defire to live cannot come
from a dead man, no more can the defire of the
lifeof grace in us proceed fromus, as we are natue
rall mendeadio finnes Thus wee fee what is the
leatt meafure of ifaving faich; leffe then which if
we have, we are notbelcevers, and confequently,
not inche ftate of grace.

The third point is,what bethe markes where-
by this faving faith is dilcerned from the mockes
faich thacis inthe wotlds Thevoyce of Gods fpie
rit witneffiog to us, and with us touching the par-
don of finne, from facanicall delufions, or natnral}
prefumptions .

The markes of true faith are firft,that faith doth
purifie the heart, 475 15.9. the heait of man by
natureisa finke of abhominations, the very ima-
ginations evill, and that continually : it breaths
forth nothing but uncleannefle, hatred, felfe- Jove,
worldlinefle,with whole fwarms of evil thoughts:
it is evill, and wholly evill, eveninall the corners
ofthe will, underftanding, memory, affe@ions,
full of corruption, over-fpread withthe leprofie
of finne. Now the office of faith is by vertue of
ftrength from Chrilt, and grace fiom his fulnefle,
as allo in confideration of thofe promifes whres
unto it doth enticle the beleever, to [weepe the na-
fty corners of thefoule, to ftampe it in another

mould. Sofaith enlightens the underflanding, that
was nothing but darkenefle, makes the willto in-
clineand follow afterrighteonfnefle, whereunto it

Was
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wasbcbore moft rebellious; fan@ifies the HeQi
ons, Lorrow, feare, anger, &c. drawes them from
eaith to heaven; infufeth into the memory a re.
tenave fxculey of thae which is good, in refped
whereof it was before asariven dith. Wouldeft
thouthen know whether thy faith be fachas will
abidethe touchftanc? weigh with thy felfe what
fergrh it giveth thee to purge and cleanle thy
foule;if none ac all, than there isno truth nox
foundncfleinit.
Second marke, that true fiith where ever i
takes pluce, it fendsup frong cryesand nnf peake-
able grones unzo the throne of geace, for the fil
ling of the heart with {aving grace, Rem .8 .36 Tha Rombas,
Jpérst makes imercefiion for us with gromsngs which
cannat be uttered, To ss an infallible marke of the
{pirit, and conequently offaich, when our {ighes
and grooes inthe feeling of the waat of giace, afe
fuchasfill heaven and carch, are noustsrable, wee
wifh for merethen we can exprefe. Now then 2
we would be affured of the truth of our £aich, let
usconfider whecher the fpirit of God hath raught
us thus fenfibly,and feehingly to pray, tocall Ged
Abta, Father, tohave recourle with boldne(le to
the throne of grace, hoping to fiade mercy intime
of need.Ifwe want this fpirit of prayer, itasanare
gument of aur want of faith; for how fhall they
call or him in whoun they have not beleeved .
Third matke, thattrue faich followerh in order
after the fightof fiane, bumifiztion forthe Gime,
Bungring andshirftifig after mercy(p in whofocan- o
Verts, e4ds 3. they were pricked in their confci- A%R:
cucesind {aid, Mén andbrestren, mbas hall :md::

3
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sobe faved? {0 A%s 16. the laylour, his faith fol.
lowcs his humiliations hee came in trembling be.
fore them, and (aid, Sirs, whar fhall I doe 10 be fa.
ved # thele legall humiliations are the harbingers
of faith:as the needle gocs before thethreed, and
the winde, fire, earthquake went before the fhll
voyce, whenthe Lord {paketo Elias; o the Lord
rendsthe heare with the mighty winde and purge
ing firc of his word, cauferh an carthquake in che
{oulc,and thenhe fpeakes peace to 1, vifies it
with ¥helight of his countcnance, apprehended
by faith. As we would chercfore finde comfort in
our faith, lec us carefully confider the order how
itis defcended into our hearts; if ic hath fprung up
from-a {ecure, untroubled, quiet fpirir, that hath
continually cryed peace, peace,we mayat no hand
dareto relie upon it. The {pirit of grace and fa-
ving faithis asa calmeafter a boifterous ftorme |
An honour that followes humility.

Fourth Marke. That onely is true faiththat
wrcftleth with doubting ; is affaulted witl feare
within, and terrours without: where Satanis con-
tinnally laying fiege, fecking how he may extin-
guifh the fame, cafting intothe foule many fiery
darts of diftruft and atheifme, A faith thusaffayl-
ted, thbs annoyed, may gather affurance by thefe
conflicts it hath with the dévill, thatitis fromthe
{piricof God, not from any dwvellifh or natyrall
fuggeftion; for Sathan doth not oppugn  that
faich that is of his owne, orthe flefhes hatcbing,

Mittopndd Matth, 12,25+ Every kingdome divi ed agar fl it
Like stan  Telfeyis brovght todefolation, and Lakeyi. g,
when a ftrong man armedkeepech his Pelace the

things
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things that hepofleffetharein pcace. Thiscom.
bate therefore berwixt believing and diftrutt mufk
needs grow from two contrary principles, name-
ly the {piritand the flefh.

Fifth Marke, That only is true faith wrovghe by
the finger of the [pirit, which comces into the
heart, and accordingly receives ftrength and
growch by the con{cionable ule of the miniftry
of the Word,and Sactaments;thac i<, whena mnan
hath witn¢fle from hisheare, thache receiving the
word witha good and honeft heare, huththereby
gottenthisallurance of hisfulvation, by waiting
daily atthe gates of wildome ; by taking heed to
his fecce, when hee enters into Godshoufe, by
aferious examination and preparing of himfelfe
to Gods Ordinances; if by thatmeanes his f2ith
hathbeen bred and conceived inhim,Rem. 10.14. Rom.1014
Fuaith comesby hearing, Ephef'x.13. Inwhom alfo ye Ech
believed after that ye heardibewordof truth the ch};d PRty
of your filvation, eAéls 10.44. while Piter [pake A®sT0ua4e
the Holy Ghott fell on them. So thenif thy
heart will teftifie with thee ; that thyfaith hath
beene conceivedin the wombe of the holy uf ge
of the miniflry of the Word and Sacraments, if
then thou haft had this afl’ rance wroughtinthee
by that thou feeleft thy faith nourith. d, encrea.
fed, gathering ftrength in the day of temp.
tafti_on 3 thou mayftrefolvethy felfe of therruth
of it,

Sixth marke; That true faith brings forthcon.
tentment in all eftates : thebelicver, isasit were,
foure fquare,turne him which way you pleafc,he
falls even; no outward wantor mifery can un(c;-

X tle
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tle his contented mnde; he s asam nthae ha.

ving obsined his defired purpofe, neg'e@sall in

comparifon of thatbe enjoy¢s; helo rejoyceth

in things fpiiicuall that the want of outward com.

Plilme 4.8. £5res doth not much eronble him, PfaZ, 4.8, Th u

haft given mc mose joythenthey havehad, when

Romans 5, gheir corne and wine and oyle abounded, Rom.s.

Pec sejoyce in srsbalations, gmu[&tbe loweof God is

fbed sbroadin aur hearts, the feeling of Gods love

by faith will raife our dejeéted foules in their

Phil a1, greateft abulement, Philip.g.xt. Ihavelearrndin

whasfoever eflute I am, shesewish to becontent, 1 can

beabafed,and I canabound 3 Ican doeall chings

through Chrif whoftrengthensme ; thatis, while

he lets mefee thelove of Godtowards meinthe

pardon of myfins, Thus dothfaith railca mans

thoughts to the beholding of fuch p iviledgesas

neither eye hath feene, nor eare heard ; from

whence the pirituall man looking downe.-ward

upon the mountzines whether of outward blef-

fings or -crofles, they feeme as mole-hils; theaf-

flitions of this life are natwo:thy of theglory

aCorarz. Which fhallberevealed, faiththe Apottle, 3 Cor,

4.17. and Mefes by faithhavinganeyc to there-

compence of thereward negledted the priviledge

that he might haveenjoyed by being counred the

Hebatad  (onne of Pharashs daogheer, Heb. 11.36. {olike.

Hebsig  wife, Hebro 118, 9. wAbrabam, Ifaac and Jaceb,

were contented with their pilgrims eftate, be.
cau{ethey looked for abetter Cuty.

To difcover the faith of ourordinary Prote-

ftants to be no faith,bu: a meerenaturall prefunp.

tion; for whatelfc thall we conceive of that faith
wherehv
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whereby men profeffc they believe in GArifl,hope
to be faved aswell as the beft,and yet their hearts
and lives over fpread with worldly and fefhip
{ifts¢ they are not wafhed from their unclean.
fefle; they fend forth nothing but noyfome and
damnable corruptions, Shall we conceive that the
day.ftarre of falvation hath 1ifcnintheir heatts,
who are nothing but darkneffe in theirunderftan-
ding, ha.ing 10 be reformed in their will and affe.
&ions,their whole lives a running with greedines
2o the excefle of ryot; is not thisacounterfeit
faith that workes no more glorious fiuits of refor.
mation of heartand life: o likewife when mens
prayers are oply lip-devotions, uttered formally
from the teeth outward, are they notan undoub.
ted argument of the want of the Spirit, which
makes men affefled with their owne miferiesco
powre out their hearts lie water, to fend up loud
¢ryesta the throne of grace,

As al{o thar affurance of Gods favourwhich
many of unhumbled and infenfrble hearts, not
groaning under their owne miferable condition
doe bragge of, may wenatreje it as 2 deceitfull
ftaffe, chat willinthe end deceive them that feane
thercon :  So hkewife thar faith which neves
doubred,whichisnotincombred with diftrultfull
thoughts ; that faith which hath crept into mens
hearts,either without themeans or the word prea-
ched, and the Sacraments ; or elfe by a flightand
regardlefle ufage of them ; thatfaith whichis con.
ftrained to feele all its contentment from thebafe
aad tranfitory thingsofthislife, that hathno con.
tentment without them, thatisbeftaccaleinthe

X3 hunting
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hunting after them ; all thefe kinds of faith we
may by thisdodtrine difcover as unfound, hypo.
criticall,and only a feeming faith.

The {econd gracethatconcurreth tothe frame
of a Chriftan ffe@tualy call.d, is go.ly for-

- TOW.

Oucft.
3:15.

Whatisit z
It is a worke of thefpirit, wherel yaman is
grieved and troubled for the tranfzreffion of Gous
Commandements ; and out of this g:iefe judy.
eth himfelfe worthy to bedeftroyed, it is called
the wounnded {piit, the coatrite and broken h a ¢,

Srdadanir 1 fay, 1¢ & aworke of the [pivit, Ezek 36.27,31. I

Queft,
e Anfw.

will putmy [pirit wishinthem g thew [hall they remem.
ber their owne evill wayes, and fball loash themfilves
in their omne fizht,and judge themfelves worthy to be
defiroyed. 1 1ay further thatitis a gricfewith re.
fpect o thebreachof Godslaw; todifference it
from the legall forrow thitgricves atfinne with
re{ptct to the fearefulnefle of the punithmenr chat
is to beinflicted, and isonly led with refpectto
that ; this feron work byfea eof tae whip, that
other by a child like love, Laftly, 1 adde, thar
this forrow makes a man his own ¢ondemner;and
to fling the firft ftoncachimfcl‘e, 2 Sam. 24, Les
$hy bandbeuponme andupom my fathers houfe,

Whar isthe lealt meafure of it ¢

This godly forrow is twofold.

Firlt,Yaward alone confifting in this,that 2 man
is truely difoleafed with him[elfefor his finnes as
they arean offenceto God, )

Secandly, Thisinward forrow is Joyned witha
bodily moving of the heart, which caufeth ivecp-

Ing
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ing 3 this laft is commendable, and that whereun-
to menmuft endeavour to attaine ; even that theig
flinty foules may fend forth rivers of teares-;bue
its not 2 neceffary condition, aswithout which
ourforrow is no {orrow,

Firft, for thatteares doe proceed from thena—Reaf. 1.
turall conftitution of mensbodies, Where men
have hot and dry bodyes, there giiefe may be

reat wherebeno teares, So likewife where men
}g]avc full and moyft bodies, or their pores more
open,there is more plenty of teares chen of hearts
gr.efeoftentimes.

So that we may refolvethis queftion touching
the leaft meafure of godly forrow; pamely thae
it is an inward difpleafure with a mans felfe for
that he hath offended God, joyned witha griefe,
thar a man can grieve no more, thisdiflikeof a
mans {clfe in regard of the breach of Gods law,
and griefe for notgrieving enough, isthat which
the Lord (if it be infincerity) accepts 5 aswho
refpeds more in this calethe contrite and broken
hcare,then heblubbered checkes, who (ees thag
2 man may withdry eyesmourne heartily for his
finnes,

The fufhi.iency of this forrow 1 prove, for that
the Lord inallhis fervices doth mainely infift up-
on the di pofition of the hearr; fomoreeeci-
ally in this, becauftthine heare did melt, 1willga- 3 King. 33,19
thertheeto thy Fattiers, The facrifices of Godare a4 Piakstsp
eontrise [pirie : abriknandacontrite bears ¢ God theu
wilt net d; fpife, 1fa.57.15. 1the Lord dwell with birm
that it of a comirite beart and bumble [pirit,{fasab 61,
Chrift was fent 1o binde up the broken in beart.

X 3 Secondly,
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Secondly, wee havefome examples of peniten.
tiaries, whofe repentance God accepted of, and
yet no mention of thatdegreeof {orrow swhich
exprefleth it fclf: by teates. Zachews, Lakerg,
came dowane haftily, and received Chrilt joyfully,
{o Alts 16, Lydia,who if fhe had beene calt downe
with any great meafure of {orrow, could not fo
;ﬁadi}y have given ¢ntertainement to the Apo-

es.

Thirdly, to grieve for that wee cannot gricve
morethenwe doe, is to mourne for want of a
grace when wedoe cheercfully feeke ir, what is ic
buta branch of that holy hunger which hath from
the Lords owne mouth a promife of fatisfaction,
Matth, 5.In aword therefore to conclude, the
lealtmeafure of godly forrow, leffe then which
there isnone, is to betruely difpleafed with our
{elves, for that we have tranfgrefled the law of fo
gooda God, and withallto griéve for that we are
notmoredeepely grieved.

The markesof this godly forrow whereby i
may be knowne, arethefe.

Firlt marke, in regard of the originall, it fprin
fromthe due and advifed confideration of the fa-
thetly love of God manifefted in Iefus Chrift:
the mediration of thofe unfpeakeable mercies that
are manifeltedin him, is the very fountaine from
whence [prings evangelicall {orrow: forwhenwee
throughly confider what a loving Father weeby
our-finnes provoke, what 2 gracious and moft af-
feétionate Saviour wee doe by our iniquities, as it
were, crucificagaines this muft needs make qur
ftony heartsdiflolve, and even mele like waxe 111"

the
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the midt of curbowels, Zach, 13, 10, they fhall Zechitsie
looke updn me whom they have pierced,and they

fh 1l mou:ne,as one mourneth for his orely fonne:

onthe other fide, the legall forrow is occafioned

by the fearefull curles of thelaw, by thehotrors

ofthe vengeance to come, by thegrifly ficeofe-

ternall death; thefe pierce the hearts of naturall

men, and make them as one that travelleth conti.

nually with childe, whenceitis, that the Apoftle

makes the difference of the fpirit of the law, from

thar of the Gofpell, Rom.8. 15, Wee have not recei« Romsag, -
ved the [pirst of bondage againe 10 feare, but we have

received the [piris of aduption, crying, Abbs Father; {o

thar godly forrow is a childe-like {forrow, where-

by wearegrieved that we offend a Father that 1s

kinde and loving unto us.
That this {oirow in Gods children is mingled Cantivm,

with alegall forrow,fo long as we live here; for as
all grace is imperfect, fogodly forrow.

Sccond marke. Thatthis [orrow is a.continuall
companjon of Gods children, ofa durable and la-
fting nature: for as finne doth never leave us, but
daily difcover it felfe in many curfed fruits chere.
of; fothis godly forrow doth, or ought to follow
us hard at heeles every day, as wee finnemore ot
Iefle, we are to have our postion ofit, Pfal, $o. 5., Plalgog
thou haft fed them with the bread of teares, and ’
giventhem tearestodrinkein great meafure : and
ifwee muft every day aske forgivenefle of finaes, -
thenwe mult every day haveour fighes andgrones
for them. Now the [orrow of the naturali man,
though 2 (orrow for finne, yet how foone dyes it?

it vanifheth away all in a moment, or ifit be lo!rlng.
then
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thenthey fing to the found of the Violk, they drink
wine in bowles, car the lambs outof the flocke)
and the calves our of the midR of the ftall, and
anoyntthemfelves with the beft oyatments, that
{o forrow and mourning may fce away.

Third marke. Thatgodly forrow is of generall
extent: it mournes as well for fmall finnes as grear:
fo Devid, whofe heart was (mitten for cutting off
but the lip of Sauls garment, For fecret finnes as
wellas for open, for fuch finnes as men applaud
and countenance, as well as for thofe they cry
fhame of, for that forrow which is caufed by the
con{cience we haveof the breach of Gods com-
mandeimenr, makes no difference of finne, whether
openor {ecret,approved or difliked by men; fince
the con{cience is cqually bound, as well in the one
asthe other. Henceitisthat Gods children doe
weepin {ecree forfuch finnes as none can accufe
them of, and accordingly ceafe not to praytobee
cleanfed fromthem, Pfal. 19 12. O clean(e thou me
from [écret faults,

Fourth marke. This godly forrow is knowne
by the mannerand meanes ofthe cure; there bea
ing no plaifter for this fore, no balme for this
wound, but the holy Scrivtures; they, and chey a-
lonecan comfort the foule diftrefled in that kinde
none can {pzake aword of comfo t to him thatis
weay, buc hethae haththe tongueof the Jearned,
Ife.50.4 the broken hearted are fene for cure to
thefhepheards, EZek. 34.4. thefe be the flaggons

wherewiththe Spovfe of Chrnft is comforted
when fheis ficke of love, Can.3. 5, the Scriptures
are called Scriptures of comfort, Rem, 15.4.as for
‘ worldly
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worldly forrow, thac is healed and driven away
by woildly meancs. So Cain did rd himfclfeaf
bis forrow by building Cities, inventing muficall
infiruments: {o dog naturall men puraway she Je-
gallfeaies wherewith other-while they, are feics
ken, by merry.companions, muficke and revelting,
fportsand recreations. Now itis otherwilewith
thé¢godly in their forrow that arifeth from the
fcare of Gods difpleafure; that travels farre and
necrey runsthrough all variety pf outward de-
lights, findesmo comfort in any thing bugthe
word of God.

Fift marke. Godly forrow is knowne by the
companions of it, or as I may call them, theef-
fets of it, 2 Cor,7. 11. 1 Carefulnefle, thatis, an
carneft bethinking our felves, joyned with dil;-
genceinthe meanes whereby wee may avoid the
finne we mourne for, 2 Clearing of our {elves,
whichis an endeavour to approveourdelves in che
diflike of that we mourre for by the coatrary deed
done, Luke 19 8. Bebald, the halfe of mygoods I give 1uters9e
10 the poore, A5 16.33. 3 lndignation, whereby a Adsisss,
man is evenangry with himfelfe,{oathes himfelfe,
is cven weary of himfelfe, Ezck. 36, 4 Fcare, Eukgs,
which is anawfull regard, wheroby weare afend
bothof the finne, and of all the occafions of i,
with relpettto Gods difplealure, Pre:28 .14. Blef;
[edisthe man 1has feareth alwaes, § A vehemeny
defire, whereby we are o affe@ed, that we doznot
more ftrongly long for any thing, then tobe pre.
ferved from that evill, by which wee have £allen,
andalfo todoe the contrary good, 2/al. 139 2y, Polesy
Beart breakesh for the forvens efiredt ficth 4385 comne

Y Mot

P:eal.ag;
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mandeniei¥ss B&ealeswixen upo rthe confideration
how we hifVedifhindired God by an, finnz, we
ate fo much the more defirbus of s gloty by all
well doingsthisisapparantby Paal, who was[lo
muchthe more zealous in the propagating of the
Goipell, as hee had beéhe findous in perlecuting
. 7 Revenge, whenaman thewes his difpleafure
againlt Tione, by punifhing the inftruments and
oecafictss of v, #8119 19. they that ufed catous
arts brovght their bookes, and buratthem before
zll men<So weteade of Crasmer, tha thruft chae
hand firftinto the fire, which had {fubferibed the
Popifh Artacles. .

Sothat godly {otrow may bedilcerned by this
éraine of graces wherewith itis accompanied,thar
worldly {ortow wahts, &r leaft in the truth of
them, though 1t may have fonie fhadowes of
them.

Thatwe doe nof contént our felvesto havefors
row fot fione, but kabour to nnde but, whether
be agodly lorrow ornot: by thele marks we may
grow to fome tefolutionto difcover to ourfelves,
that we-Benormiftaken in fome legall affright.
menrs or wotldly griofes inftead of godly forrow;
which 1sa fpeciall part of repedtance. Looke what
ysthat which fetsour forrow on worke, whether
she the temblenature of Gods jundgements,orthe
experrence dfhis Fatherly inercies. Confider of
what comumunce our fortow is, whether of a
fler ing na ure, or fiote permanent, fuch as
dwelswithus, and doth nat onely lodge wich us
foranight, Loogey hethér it be indifferently, 2s

wcll for funs {ecresas open; shat thoufindeReo
~¥2 VI b e.
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be thy.belt cordialy to combore rhbe, WhetB&P
Gods word, or naturall meanes  bue of sl 2dvi-
fedly conﬁcfcr whéther thy forrow be actended
withthe forenamed carefulnefle, clearing of thy
felfe, indignation, feare, vehemeae defiies;yesld
revenge, accordingly thdiimayelt be tdmfartig
in thy mourning, or difcouraged in vefp G Uf thy
cftate.

Thethird grace chacentares & man intheQlate
of grace, ischange of minde,

Whatisict

Itisa worke of the {pirit wherebythe image of
Godisrepairedinus, flowing from a Hatred of
finne,and love of righteoufnife. It is 2 workeof
the {pirir, for {othoflethzr ate thus chapged, are

b4

faidto beborne of the fpirit, 10hn3.5. By theidmy o

image of God, Iunderftand that conformity and
agteement which is betwixt Godslaw, and the
facuities of the reafonable creature confifting in
righteoulnefle and true holinkdle, Eph. 4. thisig
faidto be repaired, for that being defacedia the
fall of Adam, itisinpart reftored againe; [uas
thofe whoarethus changed, are faid to benew
creatures, to have a new [pitic put into them, |
fay further,it lowes from a hatred of finne, and
love of righteou(nefle, to difference it from thole
purpofes that are wrung from men invefpe® of
fomegrievous handof God upon them, by the
fmareofthe rod,bgthc feare of punifhmcnt otely.
Sothata manthat would ptove himfelfe whe-
ther his minde be changed, muft confider whether
the {pirit of grace hath foaltered the powers and
faculties of foule and bOd);.’ {o asthey are conteat
2 (¢

Eph.¢e



264

The Cbri}'guv 'Leﬂén,

2uf.
eI w.

A 11,

3 Chupn,iag-

Markes,

to be fubie@to the law of Ged, rcnqu;cing theie

togmerungodliaefle,

Whatisgthe lealt meafure of this-change .

A fetled and a conftant purpofe flowing from
a hatred of finne, and love of righteou(nefle,
whezeby the heart refolves to repent,to becoma
obedient 10 God,. andte efchew his owne finfull
wayes, this is the leaft meafure of thischange,
whereunto if a mando notattaine he is nos chane

ed.

8 Now this fetling, and difpofing of theheartto
the wayes ot Gog t0 betheforme and life of a
changed cftate, it appeares, in that Gods chif-
dren arg degiphered by it, eés 11, thatthey
with parpofs of heart clrave nato the Lor n,
2 Chron.zp 3. lebolaphat (& bimfelfe, 1o feckesne
Lerd, Bfal. 119,57. 1 have determined o keepe thy
ward. A con&ant.rucyafc to bechanged 1s in Gode
2cccpration, as allo inits ownena ure, achange
thatargues aman fnthe tace of grace s forif it be
the fru.ts of 2 mans corsuptnature, nocto have fo-
much 3s a defire, or will, that enclinesrothis
change, bue even wholly averfe and untoward 5
then firely for amanto-feefo muchof hisowne
mifery, and to be paifaded fo far of thegood
eftate of litm that is changed, as unfeignediy to.
purpofc a change,  muft nceds be the proper
worke, of the fpitit, Luke 15. In the Prodigall
fonne the very purpofe of a change is both
accepted and commended, as the change it
{elfe,

Markes of thischahge, etherwile’called rege
neratian, ax new birgh,

Firlt



of Kelj@tr}df, 267 B

Fistt Mark ; Thatitis cotall ;2 wholechangs,
eaflting 2 new forme upon fouleandbody 5 the
wholeman ; forasthe corrnption did over fpread
all the powers of man, fo inthe reflaurationthe
fpicit of grace isaslargeinrepairing as finnc was
i defacing, whence the manthusrenued is called
anew man, a ncw creature ; isfaid to arife fronr
thedead ; and accordingly the Scripture makes.ie ‘
aworke of the wholeman, i 74¢fi§.33. TheGed Thelga'y
of peace ﬁﬂé’t’iﬁt‘]au shronghout,this is extpreffed to
be the whole fpirit, fouleandbody. 7 8e minde
muft bechanged, Col. 3. 9, 12. Thewill,Jokn 8, 47, Col.3.9, 13,
affeiiions, Col. 3. Memory, Plab.119. Confeience,all 10w 847
fanétified more orleffe. Thekingdomeof hedven,
thatis, the workeof graceis compared toleaven,
in regard of itediffufive,and{preading nmatyre ; it
aliers the whole lumpe, Marth. 13. hence the Mahas,
work of graceisfctout by a comparifenfrom-the
lights for asthataccordingto the meafureof it
enligh:ens all the houle at once, not firft one
placc of it, and thenanother, foisit inthe renew-
iag of thefoule, it receives the fpiricof gracein.
to every pare, with onea@ of the fpint.

To concludetherefore,looke as the oyntment
that was poured on «Aurens head ranne downe
¢vento the skict of his garments ; fothe holyan-
goinuing with the oyleof grace, drenchetheven
the loweft and bafeft parts ot foule and body,
working inthemra change of grace,

Second Marke, Thar it enablethusby faitlrin
Gods word to overcomethe world ; makesthe
man in whom it is,a Conquerour,fo as he getsthe
victory over the corrupt Jufls of hisowne hc:.n-r:I

Y 3 2D
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Rom.4.22,13

Tobn 143,
lohn 19.17.

x Peter 1.23.

and the enticementsthat come fromtheworld or
thedevill, 1 lobn 5.4, AU they ssborme of Ged
evercomes the world, So then-afpetiall propeny
of himthat is changed is,thathe hath ftrensthrin-
fufed into him,wherby he withftands finfull mo..
tions in the heact; fathions not himfelfetothe
world, refilts thedevill. By our naturallcondi«
tion we are fervants to our corrupt hearts 5 they
have an entire command overus, 0 as, weboth
obey them, and haveno power todoc otherwife.
Now where the {piricworkeththis change, there
finne raignes no longer, faaswe (hould obey itin
the lufts thereof, neither doewe give our mem-
bers as weapons of unrighteoufnefle unto fin, but
we giveour felvesunto God, asthey thatarealive
from the dead, Rom, 6.12,13, as thou defirft
thercfore to know whether thouartchanged or
not,{o confider how thou prevaile(t in crucifyi
thy corrupt affetions, beating backe fatansa
the worldstemptations.

Third Marke, That the change of grace is
wrought and receivesincreafe by the means that
God hath fanétified to thacpurpofe; and thatis
his word, lokn 15.3. Now are yecleant through she
word that I have fpokento you, Ioh, 17,17, Saniti
fie them thyoughtbysrath  thyword atruth, 1 Pes,
1.23. being borne anew, nos of mortall feede, but
of immortall, the word of God, Pfalm. 19, Itisthe
liw of God thatconvertsthefoule.  Sothen fce
how this change is wrought inthee ; Is ir cfle@-
ed by thepowerof Gods ward? or proceeds it
from other finifter refpe@s ¢ as feareor favour of
men, want of meanestodocotherwife, daoger in

thy
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thy eftate,  That change which is wro gl by
Hxfe meanes, isnotachungeof grace.but of pa.
fure,
Fu ther,the Word is the meaneswhercby this
is increafeds  We have the teftinony: of Peser
to this purpofe, L Peter 2,2, o5 8ew borne habes 3 Peser 31
d;ﬁ”g the finceremilke of vheword, that we may grom
thereby,

F(;yllrth Marke, That this change is knowne
by a diffimilitude from the properties of a natus
rall mad; to which purpofe confider how the
S¢tiprure deferibes him,

Firft, thathe mindes-eartblythings 3 is whols
ly taken upwith the care of them, Rom, 8.5, Ffe Rom. 8. g
favonrs the shings of the flefb ; and that o, as the
3hings of the [pirst arc snfavonry o bims, Romts Rom, 13142
Y4, bt dakes thought forshe flefb, vo fulfill the Jufhs
yheresf,

Seconcly, Hee oppoleththewill of 'God, by
refufing tobecome {ubjet toit, Mamh.a3.39. 7y . o
would, but ye wold vit, Plil. 0. 17y, hbatesss be r2. Phalmg 53.47.
formed: andintheroome of Godswill fers up bis owa
lufts, Tit. 3.3. Weintimes pafiweredifobeient, for. Tit. 3.3,
vingldiversiuflss

Thirdly, Hehatlino delightda Gods brdinun.
ces, 105 2X.14. They fay urito God,wepars from
w5 [or we defire not theknawledge of 14y wayes,

Fourthly,Hchates him that teproves him; he
cannot brooke him that ¢roffeth his conrupe
couffes; the Icomer loves not him-that re
bukes.

Fifthly; Hee loves notthe conpany of good
men for dhelr goodaeilty bucall hﬁa defighrid ;.lnl
natpr
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raturall men, inwhom thereisno feed of grace
the{corner will not goe to thewife. For further
practifes and properties of naturallmen, confideg
Ephef.4.18,19. Tit.3.3. 1 Pet.4.3. Andnow,
as we would beaffured of our change. Confidex
how wee differ from naturall meninthofe wayes
and courfes wherein they are defcribed unto us,
Are wenotfuch as minde carthly things 7 but feg
we our affeCtions on thingsabove, Co/, 3. 1. are
we not fuch as withdraw our hcartsfiom being
{ubje@ to Gods law, but defire to be ruledand
guided by his will, not our owne ; hislawestobe
our Counfellours, Pfalme 119.are wenot{uchto
whom Godsordinances are a burthen,we having
no favour inthem,no delights but doe we defire
by all meanes to be exercifedin them, arcthey
the joy of our hearts, and doe weclaimethemas
our heritage, Pfalme 119, arewe notfuchashate
themthat reprove us forour evill wayes< butdo
we rather love them, yea defire that our heads
may be broken with their balme? are weenor
fuch as thunthe fellowfhipand meeting of Gods
Saints, butall our delight isinthem, Pfalme 16. 2.
Then we may aflure our {clves that we aretruely
changed from the ftate of natureinto the ftate of
grace, Rom. 32.2. menare knownc by this to be
changed, by thesenewing of their mindes,while
they fafhion not them(elves like unto this world
in the pra@ifes and propestics of men of the
world, 2 Peser 1 4. the faghfull are fuid to bee
partakers of thedivine nature inthis, for thatthey
flecthe corruption thatisinthe world.
Eift Mack. Thatwhere ever shischangeis thaic
;
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is a great differencein the manner of nting be-
twixe him who is changed, and theunregenerate
man; fothat howfoever both be overeaken with
the fame finne, y et if a man obfervéhimfelfein
the d.fpofition of his heart before, in, and after
finne ¢ommiteed, hehatibe ablecotefolve hrm.
felfe whether hebein theftate of natiire, or inthe
{tate of grace, for the regenerate man istroubled
before thetinne, as allointhe act of finning, nor
doing cither with a full confene of his will; which
fo fasreasitis remued, refifts ; fo farse as it is eor-
tupt, provokes unto evill; neither yetlyingin che
finnewithoutrecovery of himfelfe: wheress the
unregenctate man finnes wich full confefitof will «
and thdt becaufe he isall flefh, no fpirit: asalfo
fleepes in his finnes, Hence bee thofe different
voyces, the naturall man faith, I doethe finne ¥
would, and will todoe; but theregenerate man

fairls, he doth the finne he world nor, Rom. 7, this Rom. 7,

marke of the new-borpe Chriftian wee finde,
Y lohn 3. 9. Hee that is of God inneshnot, neither
canbe fine, becaufe be is borne of God.  Sin he mut
needs; but finne he cannot,eitheras wholly con-
fenting untoit, orlying in it,{o as he rifeth not by
repentance. By this we may growtoatryalf of
our felves, whether webe borne again,yea,or not,

OFjed; Narurall men havethis groubleand re.
Inétancy before they finne, as Pilate,

«A#fw. 1. This fightthat isinthe regensrate,
is of the will with itfelfe, butin naturall men it
is of the conftience with the will ; the conlcience
prochimes finnetobefin, whichthewill would
with wereno fin,

y 4 Secondly,

11ch.3 ge

e
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Rem.1.3,4,1.

Secondly, This trouble is incident to natural}
men only ingreat fins, {uchasthelight of nature
condemnes, nocin{maller.

That by this Do&rine, we may difcover fun.:
dry perfons that liveinthe Church, yet nottobe
living members of it, neither to bee partakers of
thenew birth; as namely all fuch perfons who are
but partially changed; t\{cir underftanding illight.
ned with a good meafure of knowledge, buttheir
wills moft perverfe for theadt of obedience; o.
thers are fervants to theirawnevileaffections, in
whom fin exercifetha plenary and full command,
that give care to the wickednefle of theirowne
hearts: others whom not conftience of G-obs
word, but fome outward refpeéts doe change ; o
thers who run with nauralimen in theic wayes,
imjtate their practifes ; others wallow in fin with-
out contradiction from their own heares; all thele
we maft exclodefrom the ftateof grace, as men
thatarenot yet renued, by the [piritof God.

The foursh grace is new Obedien:e,

What is it ¢

Anfw. Itisa work of the fpiri,whereby a man
that is alrcady juftified doth by vertue of grace
received bring forth fruits worthy of amendment
of life, [ltisaworkeof the fpirit.] EJek.36.27.,
I will pur my fpiritwithin you,and caufe you to walk
15 my flasutes, [Of himthatisalrcady juftified]
thar is, acquitted of his fins,and made righteous
in the fight of God, Rem.5 1. &re 6.1.&c.
Afierthedodtrine of juflificarion follewes the doGiyine

of
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of new obediencey to let usunderftand inwhat or-
der they are in the Chriftian eftate. [Doth by

_ ]

vertue of gracereceived from Chrift,] Johm 15.4. lehig.q

As the branch cannos beare fruit of it [elfe, exceps iy
sbide in the Vine, no more can yee except yeabidein

me, Phil, 4. 13, 1 can doe all things through Chrifp Phlband;

who firengshens mee. [bring forsh fruits worthy of
lmtfﬁm’:‘}n of life] Such workesas doe bcfccn{ca
man altered and changed, that profeffeth another
courfe of life, thefc are thofe duties that con-
cerne God or man comprifed inthe Scriptures,
Philip.v.v1. they aretermedihe fruits of rightes|-
»¢ffe. So that he that would approve himfelfeto
his own foule to be 2 pra&tifer of new obedience
muft confider whether he adorne his profeffion
with the performance of fuch rcligious dutics,
as the Lord commands,
What is the leaft meafure of it
It is anunfeinedand conftant endeavourto do
the will of God. I fay, an endeavour;to diffe.
rence it from the legall obedience whichis the
ftri& performance of {uch duties which God com-
mands according totherigourof hislaw. Inthis
the endeavour through Gods mercy isaccepred
for the deed done. 1fay,anunfeined endeavour,
to differenceit from the glorious fhew which hy.
pocrites may and doe make. Lattly,1fay, itis
conftant, with refpect to the endeavours of the
temporary, which arefoone outof breath, and
die before they come to perfeQion. Now that
this unfeined and conftant endeavouris accepted
asthe deed done it appzageth,fiift in theexample
of abrabam, of whomthe Scripture I'ait.h,,mﬁzlx1 1o
Z2a at

e, s,
“ﬂj Ws
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2har he affered up his fonne Jfaasy yet it isplaipe
th1 s e ditd not facrificeh.s fonde, vhe Lord byan
Angell fromheaven forbidding him ; whereby
we gather, that in Godsacceptanee he was offe-
red up,for that there wasa faichfall endeavour on
Abrabams part, |
Secandly, The godly and upright men are faid
Pfal 119. Todac nosniguiry. Now we know this,
that there is nane that finneth not,  Onelyfot
that thejafomanendeavourethy agd doth hisbef
to doena niquity hedsaceeptediof Godgas ithe
didnone. Soof Paviditisteporied, thathe fin-
ned only in the mateer of Zsiamwhen as otwithi-
ftand.nghe funed many wayes effe, inbis raging
anger ar Nubaljin cockering his children, and
likewifz, in hisunyuft dealing with 22sphibofbesb
but yet for that inallthefe Davads hea twas faich-
full in endeavouring to doe Gods will, they are
niot takennotice of, being buryed in Godsaceep-
tance, who meafureth obddienco hot by theef.
feét,but by theaffe@ion of thedoer.

Thirdly, The Lord is faid to deale with his
854 fa hex with his.childinthe matter of obedi«
coce, Ml 3.1, Lwill [parethens a4 o fasher fa.
reth bis owne fonno thas fervesh bim. Nowf aman
fts his {onpe a taske enjoyning him to writea
Coppy, if hea fees that hee doth but his beft
¢ ideavouw,hoacoeptsic, commendsand eneoura-
geth hischild ; everrfodoththe Lord deale with
us when he peoceivesa Githfalt labouring on aut
pares to do  what heo commands, heeaccepts
i this café e Wil focahe deed, and accordiagly
rewards i

L

What



of Seljiz-nyall.

273

—

What be the-marks of new obedience 2

They ar¢ generall or (peciall. Generall, That
in new obedience it is onely the confcience of
Gods commandements that {ets hearc and hand
on worke, not any other excernall motives;ob.di-
ence noe (pringing from the word, is (as onccals

it) wilde Oates; #fal.18. 32. the ground of Diuvids pry 4. 44,

obedience wasthis, all his lawes were before me,
and I did not caft his Comnmandements from ne,
Pfil,37.30. The mouth of the rightéous wi]l
Apeake w:fedome, forthie law of God ts inhis
hicare, Zob 23.23. asthe ground oftitning to God,
(laich Eliphaz ) receive 1 pray thee the law athis
mouth) and{ay up hiswords inthine hearf. M
performegood duties, that are moved cheteunito
by feare of punithment, difplealure of man, féare
of difcredit, with a cefire of praife, that chey may
be feene of men, as loathto fuflzine darmge in
th:ir outward eftdces: all thefé doe not render ¢o
Godtha new obedience thae the Lord reqiftethi;
the Lord delights not in {uch facriftces, the per-
formerscan have oo affurance that hercinthey
pleale God.

Second marke. That it carries a relpe@ive eye
to all Gods Commandements, it doth noecnllout
any, and leavethe re(t, but all the knowne will of
God,{ofarasthe judgementis convinced,the heare

endeivotirethto pradife, Pfalxrg. ¥ fhall nos e Palme 11pv

confoanded when I have refpeit 10 all thy Commandee
mnts, Zacharie and Elizabethwalked inall the

3
ueff,
>4
Matkye

Plal37.30.

Commandementsof God; Heb.13.18. wee truft Hebugas

wee have agood conlcience in all chings, deflrizg

% live honeftly. And greac reafor: is there forths
i3 cquall
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cquall eye to be had to all Gods Commande-
ments, fince theyall lay abond uponthe confci-
ence;and the majefty of the Commander thines as
well intheone as in another Now that amanmay
the better examine his obedience, I will propound
afive-fold difference of Gods Commandements,
by which the heart of man is apt o deceive it
felfe.

Commandements are firft, either {uch as con-
cerne the outward man, as keeping the Sabbach,
juft and righteous dealing amongft men; or in-
ward, as confidence in God, cleanfing of the
heare from evill thoughtse Now new obedience
muft equally refpect both, 1 Cer, 6.20. Glorific
Godin your bodics, and inyour {oules.

Secondly, they are either the greater Comman-
demcnts, or {uch as are of leffe importance, as the
fpeaking of a vaine word, idle mirth; Chriftian o-
bedience muft have an eyeas well tothe oneasto
the other, Matrh,23.33.thefe onght ye to have dns,
snd not o haveleft :Zc other undone,

Thirdly, Commandements are diff. renced ac-
cording to thetwo Tables: fome concerning dum
ties to God, o.hersrefpeéting dutics to men. Ac-
cordingly who ever would have comfort in his
obedience, muft obey God inboth:not firi¢tinthe
one, loofe intheother, /f4.58,7. 8. and 14. duties
of the firft and fecond Table are both enjoyned,
not osely to keepe Gods Sabbath, humble thy
felfe with fafting; but alfo the pradife of mercy
and julticeamong men.

Fourthly, the Commandements, of God are
cither fuchas concerne our generall calling, as we

3¢
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are Chriftians, whereby we call uron God, heare
his word, feckethe good of Iersfalem; or our pere
fonall calling (4. ) that cftate and condition of life
wherein we are placed 1o ferve God in ferving of
men, as to be a Magiftrate, or Minifter, a Matter
ofa family, orfervant, Now wee muft obey God
not onely inthe duties of our gencrall calling, but
alfo of our paiticular; that is, a profeffour muft not
onely be a hearer of Gods word, a receiver of the
Sacraments; bu he muft looke, that he bea good
governour of his family, to wife, children, and

fervants, Jofush 2415, I andmy houfe will ferve lofagirg

the Lord,

Fiftly, commandementsof God either refpeé
the common finnes of mans nawre, or the perfo-
nall infirmities whercunto cither by the temper
of their bodies, place where they live, or perfons
with whom they live, men are more{ubject,then
to others. This difference I ground,as alfo the pra-

&ife of our obedienceto God in it, on the 18.Palita;z,

Plalme, wherethe Prophet profeffeth, verfe 23,
I was upright alflowith bim,, and bave kept mee from
my wickedneffe. To conclude then, as wee defire to
have comfortin our obedience,as a teftimony that
we are inthe ftare of grace, wee muft be carefull,
that wee caft an equallrefpect to the whole reveas
led will of God.

Third marke. Thar new obedience, where it
flowes from the feede of gracein the hearr, is joy-
ned with perfeverance, continuance, holding out
inthegood wayes we walkein: fothat howfoever
there be through our weakenefie and Sathans ma-

licezactualf infirmities, yet thereis alwaies anha-
| biruall
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bituall difpofition of theheart for well doing,
Pfal.x19. 112, 1 haveapplyed my heart to fulfil
thy ftatutes alway, evenuoro theend, Pro 2 3.17.
Let thine heartbe inthe feare of the Lord conti-
nually, Lake 1.75, Weeare red:emed out of the
hands of our enemies, that wee thould ferve Ged
inholindfIe and righteouincfle all the daies of ovr
lite. New obedience muft not beonely in 2 good
mood, andthen given overbuc it muft be feddy,
conftant. Now we fhall make tryall of the cor-
flancy of it. 1 If we doe not lole qur hald even
when wee are provokedby mary occafions and
temptatiorsunto evilly thento foibeare, and cleave
clofctothe Lord, isan argoment of thetruth of
our obedience, in regard of continuance, Icisho-
thing to bechalte where wee have no allurements
tounchaftity; nothing tobe meeke, when no in-
juricstodiftemperus, nothing to be good among
good, {oare menthar are ftarke navght: but tobe
goodamong evill, tobe mecke in the midft of
wrongs and injurics; tobe chaft among unchaft
provocarions, that is the true meancs of difcove-
ry. Out oftempration, finne forbearesus,not we
it;and a Chriftianis no more for obedience, then
ke isinthe day of temptation :if then he faint, it is
becanfc bisftrengehis fmall, or poching at alt.
Neahs renownewas, that he was righreous in thae
wickedage. Latscommendation, that hee wag
chafteinSedome; Ioféphs chaftity for ever appro-
ved, for thatitheld oue inthe day of remptation;
the Philippians, that they did fhine as lights in the

midft of a crooked and perverfe generation,
Rhil.2. 15,
Se.



of Selfe-iryall, 277

Secondly, tryall of our conftancy, If wee hold
out, -not difmayed with the many difcourage-
mearsthat Sathan and wicked men thall caft in
our wayes, Heb,10.33.&c. It wasthe glory of the Heb1ogs. &
obedience of thofe Chriftians, that theydid un-
dergoe many afflictions, lofle of goods, content
tobe madea gazing ftocke, and yet inall they
clave clofe totheir profeflion, knowing that they
had in heaven abetter, and an eaduring {ubftance,
fo2 Cor.6.8. Pauljuftifies his conftancy in his Mi- s Cord.8,
niftery, inthat he went through good report, and
evill report.

Thirdly, the conftancy of our obedience 1s
knowne, if, when all outward helpes and furthe-
rances arctakenaway, we keepe our integrity, pes-
feveranceingood dutiess Many men make a faire
fhew while they are propped up with fome good
helpers, who afterwards fall away, as if they had
never beenc the men. The people ferved God all
thedaies of ofus, and the Eldersthat had feene the
greatworks of God that heehad done for Ifrael;
but when he wasdead, they corrupted their waics,
Tudg.2.18.19. Iehoafh wasto lee 10,2 good King, (udga. 1819,
while hewastutored by Iehoiads the high Prieft;” =~
but after, when flatterers came inthe roomeof
good Iehsisde, hee became a wicked Governour \
2 Chren.24.17. So are there many wives good aChro, 3417,
with good husbands, fervants orderly, live with-
in compafle with religious mafters,children while
backed with good Governours; but all theferemos
ved from them, they faile inthe pra&ife of thofe
former duties whereinthey have givengood hope:
{o thenby thefe notes we may difcerne our obedi-

Aa ence,
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ence, whether fuch as wi ll deferve vo be accoup-
ted as of a continuing nature that fads s not, if be.
ing thus tryed ic holds its owne.

Fourth marke. That this obedience is of a mul-
tiplying and growing nature; it doth not ftand at
a ftay, but ftrives and gets ftrength : icis fRill pref-
fing forward in confultation daily how it may
prevaile againft his ownecorruptions, encreafe in
holinefle: for this growth the Apoftle prayes,
Col.1.9, thatthey might iacreafe inthe acknow-
ledging of God,{o 3 Thef.1.3,4. Wegivethanks,
thatyour faith increaleth ¢xceedingly, and che
love of every oneof you towatds each othera-
boundeth, 2fsl.92,13, Such as be plantedinthe
houle of the Lord, fhall flourifh in the houfe of
our God,thev fhall ftill bring forth fruit in cheir
age, P[3/.84.7.they arefaip togoe from ftrength
to ftrength, till they appeare before G O D
in Sien. Onthe other fide, fuch whofe obedience
is not found, it decreafeth, withers aivay, comes
inthe end to nothing.

Thus far ofthegencrall markestotry our obce
dicnce. |

Now for the particular. Thelcare lome [pcciall
workes of the {pirit, which are honoured above
others in this, that they are badges of theeftate of
grace. Among others, Ifelectthefe,

Marke 1, Toloveagood man ashee is good,
and beares theimage of God, isfuch a parc and
branchof new obedience, as whereby aman
may be affured, that the Lord hath maiked
him outto eternall life: for naturally weehate

all goodneflc, as that whichisa lecret condcmnc;_
0
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ofusyand isoppofite to ournatures fothat when

we love the Brethren for goodnefle fake, it is an
argument that wee are crept out of our naturall
eftate, 1 Jobn 3.14. Wee know 1hat we aretranflated
from death unto life, becasfewe loye the brethren,bee
shat loveth nos his brother  abidethin death, 1 Iokn 4.
7.Beloved, et us love one another, for love commeth
of God, and every one that loveth, isberneof God, and
knoweth God, 1 Iohn 5.1, Everyoncthat loveth him
thatbegate, loveshbhim alfo that is begatten of him,
Now left our hearts deceive us, wee muft be wife
totry, whether wee lovegood men for the good-
neflethat isin them, ot for fome carnall refpecs;
as either forthat thereis an agreement and fimili-
tude berwixt our paturall inclinations, or forfome
civill qualities, naturall dexcerities that wee ob-
ferve inthem, as pleafing to us, or for their boun-
ty tous, or fortheir outward greatnefle in the

-world, Obferve therefore thy felfe, whether thou
lovegoodneffe, where it is firipped of all thefe
flelhly refpeQs.

Secondly, confider whether thy love be dimi.
nithedorincrealed, according as thoufeeft the
workeof grace, to receivecither abatement or in-
creafe.

Thirdly,whetherthou doft diflike,and takeft no
contentin fuch menas have no feed of gracein
them, though otherwife furnithed with many our.
ward pleafing conditions.

Markea. Meckeneffe of fpirit, whereby wee
canbearcinjuricsand wrongs, without defire of
revenge; can forbeare and forgive, as Chrilt for.

1lohngix g
Iobnm.

1lokn .1,

gave us, Col.3.12. eAsthe elei? of God, put on meekes Coltyed

A4 neffe,
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nefle, long. fuffering, forbearing and forgiving one ans-
sher, ifany mam bave aquarrell againft another, even’
#s Chrift forgave you, [o alfidoe yee, Matsh. 6 14. If
yo forgtve men their trefpa(fes, yonr heavenly Father
will alfo forgive yon.

Marke 3. A mercifull affe@ionto thofe thatbe
inmifery, doth argue amantobe inthe ftareof
grace by new obedience, If2.58.10. If 1404 powre
out thy [oule to the lungry, and refrefh the traubled

Soule, then [ballthy light rife inobfiurity, ard thy darks
neffe be asthe noone day, Mat.5.7.Bleffedare the mes-
csfull, for shey (ball obsaine mercy, Tam. 3. 17. The
wifcdome that is from above,is knewne by vbis,that it
is full of mercy, Philemon vetle 7. Wee have greas-
joy and confolesion inshylove, becaufe the bowels of the
Saints arevefre[bedby thee, brather, 1.10hn 3.17. Who

o hath this worlds geod,andfeesh hisbrothethath need,
and[butseth s;p bis bowels of cempafsion from him, how
dwelleth theloveof God 1n bim ?

This ferves todifcover fundry perfons ia the
practife of new obedicace, whofe obedienceis not
approved of God:as firlt, fuch as are (et on worke
inthe good they doe, by outward refpects,as fear,
favour, and praife of men. |

Secondly,fuch as obey Godin fundry good du-
tics, butreferve fome fpeciall finnes, wherein they
live and lyes dealing hereas Saw/did in the [poile
of Amaleck, whodeftroyed all the vile things thae
were nqught worth, but the beft thingshe fpared »
fo maany men caftout of their converfition many
finnesit may be that are of lictle account with
them, and yetrefervethe chicfe finnes; this partie
all obedienceis not found.

Thirdly,
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Thirdly, Such as will bein good wayesfora
time only, and then returne rathevomitof chelr
fianes,
Fourthly, Such in whom thereisnoinereafe,
and growih in the worke of grace, who are as
dwasfes inthecoutfe of Chriltianity.
Fifthly, Such as have nor hearts replenithed
withza love of the breihren, aholy meekenefle of
fpirit, a Chriftiancompaffion in refpe& of othes
mens infirmucies and mifer.es, all thefe aredifco-
vered from Bence tobeeunfound inthegract of
new obedience.
A generall ufefor exhortation, Thatconfide.
ring the ncecflity of the duty, the meanos of
tryall chat havebeendifcovered, asalfothedifs
coveryof the falfe harbours wherein Chriftiang
are apt to deceive themf{elvesy all fich ax have
any thoughts of their falvation, would addrefle
themfelvesto an exactand diligent enquiry, how
the cafe iswiththem; whetherchey be narurall
men, or fuch as are begotten againe to a live.
ly hope. And forthewhettingof the dulland
ﬂgw {pirits of men to thisbufinefle; lec uscon. Motives
fider. )
Firft, that wecannever haveany lound rejoy.
cing, till we have madethis point{uce; allfound
comfort doth fpring fromthis, thatwe are efca.
ped the ftate. of damnation, and arcaffured that
we are come into the glorious liberey of the fons
of God, Lake 10.20. Rejoyce becanfe your names (o o
are writtenin beaven, Gal. 6. 4. Wemaff proveour G
Jetves, befire wee bave. any rejaycing in sar fflues,

How wavering isthe joy of carhallmen howis
- Aa s the
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the end thereof heavinefle ! how fuddenly is
their mirth turned intomourning, whenthey doe
but thinke of their eftaces, as they remaine.inthe

all of bitternefe, as not being affured of Gods

avour. Whereas the aflirance of the welfareof
our {piritualleftates,inthat the Lordloves us,that
we know thatow Redeemer liveth 5 thisfhallbe
of forcetomake us to Liftup our heads with com-
fortinchemid of afeaof forrowes, as it did ho.
ly lob,1ab 19, 25.

Sccondly, Wee muft befomuch the morein
tryall, as wee are more fubject to beedeceived.
How often doth the Scripturc call uponus,notto
be deceived, Eplef. 5. 6, Let no man decesve you
with vainewords, Gal. 6., 7. Beewos deceived ; they
shat fow o the fiefb, fhall of tbe flefh reapecorruption,

Y Cor.6.9. Benotdecesved, neither fornicators,&c.,

$CorI5:33  [ball inberite the kingdome of heaven, 1 Cor.15.33.

Mar, 133

Mauh. 7.6,

Bee ot deceined, evill words corryt goodmanners,
Now our eafinefle to bee mifled in judging oue
cltates appeareth firft,in thatthere are infinite ma-
ny by.waycs by which men may mifcarry,Mats,
13.3.&¢. Thereare three crroursinthe hearing
of the word, why may weenotbee deceived by
oncofthem?

Sccondly, In regard of the fimilitudetothe
ftate of grace; they feeme almoftall one, thefe
by wayes are fpun with foevenathread, asthat
a man, till he ferioufly try, cannotknow the dife
ference, Masth, 7.136. The houfebuiltuponthe
fands makes as faire a fiew as that builtuponthe
rocke, glifters asglorionfly in a fun- fhiny day, no
difference tobe difcerned.

Tbicdly,
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Fhirdly, Inrelpe of our ownefelfelove ;
which blindes our judgements; this wouldper-
{wade us that the leaft appearance of grace is
grace it felfe, that every outward perform nce of
a good dutyisthe fulfilling of thelaw; asinthe
young man, Matth. 19, 20, fecingtherefore we Mg, 1910,
are expoled tofo many wayes of feducements, fo
eafily furprized by an errour in our wills, wee
muft bethe morediligenein thetryall,

Thirdly, Confider the irrecoverable and re.
medileffe dangerif wemiftake, and benotupon a
fure ground, we erre, and crre to deftruétion;
other errou:s may bee helped by an after-wife.
dome, this is irrecoverable; other mittakes
may cndanger or endammage us, but not un.
dous; this carryes witlrit thedeftru@ion of foule
and body for ever, Cuasth. 7.23. Suchas counted Manh.y. 53,
themfeluesjolly fellowes while they lived, shey houahe
themfelues great profeffours , yetbeingdeceived in
this kind, the reward of their errour s, Tkww you
not,depart fromme. I aman lay all hiscftateona
purchale, he will looke thatthetitlebe good, ex-
amine his ecvidences,advife with his learned coun.
{ell, and all for that, if itfhould provenaught, he
is urterly overthrowne, Whyarewe notas wife
for our foules# that fecing our whole eftate of
future happines depends uponthetruth of grace
wroughtinthis life in our hearts,webe carefull to
fift, and examine our felves ¢

Fourthly, Confider that in our naturall wife.
dome, (which in all things in this life willnot
truft to any thing but what we have tryed) aman

ufually willaot ufe aweapon to fightwithall, bﬁt
c
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he willtry ity not willingly take ap:ece of mony,
but try it ; not entertainea fervant, but try him
nothing almoft that we dealewithall, butwede.
fire iryall 5 and yet how isit,thatwecanreftina
faith, a repentance,and nevertry them ¢ examine
them according to thofe rulesthatthe Scripture
hath given in that kinde, fhall webe fo ferupuloug
inthe gew-gawes of thislife,and for theheaven.
ly gracesof the [pirit not make the (ame inquiry 2

$ Fifthly,lsitnot amame end ofthattime which
the Lord allowes ushere,that we thould gaine the
affurance of anotherlife ¢ poffefle our {oules with
a found faith, godly forrow,true change, fincere
obedience? doewenot then miffe of the maine
end of our life,when we reftin the counterfeit 2pa
pearance of thefe graces?

Letustherfore inthe name of the Lord be ex.
horted, that in the confideration of thefe pre.
mifes, wee doce carcully {etapart fome[o-
lemne times, when we mayufe our
beft endeavours to prove our

felveswhether webe
in the faith.
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