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UPON THE FraST BOOK OF

SAMUEL.

This book, and that which follows it, bear the name of Samuel \\\ the title, not because he was the pen-
man of them, (except of so much of them as fell within his own time, to the twenty-fifth chapter of the
first book, in which we have an account of his death,) but because the first book begins with a large
account of him, his birth and childhood, his life and govemment; and the rest of these two volumes
that are denominated from him, contains the history of the reigns of Saul and David, who were both
anointed by him. And because the history of these two kings takes up the greatest part of these books,
the vulgar Latin calls them ihzfirst and second Books of the Kings ; and the two that follow, the third
and fourth, which the titles of our English Bibles take notice of with an alias, otherwise called thefirst
Book of the Kings. The LXX call them the first and second Bonks of the Kingdoms. It is needless
to contend about it, but there is no occasion to ^ ary from the Hebrew verity. These two books con-
tain the history of the two last of the judges, Eli and Samuel, who were not, as the rest, men of war,
but priests; and so much of them is an entrance upon the history of the kings. They contain a consi-
derable part of the sacred history, are sometimes referred to in the New Testament, and often in the
title o{ David's Psalms, which, if placed in their order, would fall in, in these books. It is uncertain
who was the penman of them; it is probable that Samuel wrote the history of his own time, and that,

after him, some of the prophets that were with David, {JYathan, as likely as any,) continued it. The
first book gives us a full account of ElVs fall, and Samuel's rise and good govemment, ch. !•• 8. Of
Samuel's resignation of the govemment, and Saul's advancement and mal-administration, ch. 9 . . 15.
The choice of David, his struggles with Saul, Saul's ruin at last, and the opening of the way for Da-
vid to the throne, ch. 16 . . 31. And these things are written for our learning.

I. SAMUEL, I.

CHAP. I.

The history of Samuel here begins as early as that of Sam-
son did, even before he ivas born, as afterwards the histo-

ry of John the Baptist and our blessed Saviour. Some of
the scripture worthies drop out of the clouds, as it were,
and their first appearance is in their full growth and lustre.

But others are accounted for from the birth, and from the
womb, and from the conception. It is true of all, what
God says of the prophet .Jeremiah, Before I formed thee

in the belly, I kneio thee, Jer. 1. 5. But some great men
were brought into the world with more observation than
others, and were more early distinguished from common
persons, as Samuel for one. God, in this matter, acts

as a free agent. The story of Samson introduces him
as a child of promise, Judg. 13. But the story of Samuel
introduces him as a child o{ prayer. Simson's birth was
foretold by an angel to his mother; Samuel was asked
of God by his mother: both together intimate what won-
ders are produced by the word and prayer. Samuel's
mother was Hannah, the principal person concerned in

the story of this chapter. I. Here is her affliction, she
was childless, and this affliction aggravated by her ri-

val's insolence, but in some measure balanced by her
husband's kindness, v. 1 . . 8. II. The prayer and vow
Vol. II.—2 F

she made to God under this affliction, in which Eli the

High Priest at first censured her, and afterward encour-
aged her, V. 9. . 18. III. The birth and nursing of Sa-
muel, V. 19.. 23. IV. The presenting of him to the

Lord, V. 24.. 28.

1. IWTOW there was a certain man
X^ of Ramathaim-zophim, of mount

Ephraim, and his name ivas Elkanah, the

son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son

of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite

:

2. And he had two wives ; the name of the
one was Hannah, and the name of the other

Peninnah : and Peninnah had children, but

Hannah had no children. 3. And this man
went up out of his city yearly to worship,

and to sacrifice unto the Lord of hosts in

Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophnj
and Phinehas, the priests of the Lord, were
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tiiere. 4. And when the time was that El-

kanah offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife

and to all her sons and her daughters, por-

tions: 5. But unto Hannah he gave a

worthy portion : for he loved Hannah ; but

the -Lord had shut up her womb. 6. And
her adversary also provoked her soie, for to

make her fret, because the LoRn liad shut

up her womb. 7. And as he did so year

by year, when she went up to the house of

the Lord, so she provoked her; therefore

she wept, and did not eat. 8. Then said

Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, why
weepest thou ? and why eatest thou not ?

and why is thy heart grieved ? cnn not I bet-

ter to thee than ten sons ?

We have here an account of the state of" the fa-

mily into which Samuel the prophet was born. His
father's name was Elkanah, a Levite, and of the

family of the Koathites, (the most honourable house
of that tribe,) as appears, 1 Chron. 6. 33, 34. His
ancestor Zuph was an Ephrathite, that is, of Beth-
lehem-Judah, which was called Efilirathah, Ruth
1. 2. There this family of the Levites was first

seated, but one branch of it, in process of time, re-

moved to mount Ephraim, from which Elkanah de-
scended: Micah's Levite came from Beth-lehem to

Mount Ephraim, Judg. 17. 8. Miivster's families

are as moveable as any. Perhaps notice is taken of

tlieir bein.^ originally Ephrathites, to show their al-

liance to David. This Elkanah lived at Kamah, or

Ramathaim, which signifies the double Uamah, the

higher and lower town, the same with Arimathea
of which Joseph was, here called }<amalhaim-zo-
fihim. Zophim signifies 7t'f7?c/2»(e«; probably, they
had one of the schools of the prophets there, for

prophets are called •jvatchmcn ; the Chaldee para-
phrase calls Elkannh a disd/ile of the firofihets.

But it seems to me that it was in Samuel that pro-
phecy was revi^ ed; before his time the- e being, for

a great while, no ' pen \ ision, ch. 3. 1. Nor is there

anv mention of a prophet of the Lord from Moses
^to Samuel, except Judg. 6. 8. So that we have no
I'eason to think that there was any nursery or col-

iege of prophets liere, till Samuel himself founded
one, ch. 19. 19, 20. This is the account of Samuel's
parentage, and the place of his nativity.

Let us now take notice of the state of the family.

1. It was a devout family. All the families of Is-

rael should be so, but Levites' families in a particu-

lar manner. Ministers should be patterns of family

religion. Elkanah went up at the solemn fasts to

the tabernacle atShiloh, to worshifi and to sacrifice

to the Lord of hosts. I think this is the first time
in scripture, that God is called the Lord of hosts,

Jehovah Sabaoth, a name by which he was after-

ward very much called and known. Probably, Sa-

muel the prophet was the first that used this title

of God, for the comfort of Israel, when in his time
t aeir hosts wei'e few and feeble, and those of their

enemies many and mighty; then it would be a sup-

port to them, to think that the God they served,

was Lord of hosts, of all the hosts both of heaven
and earth; of them he has a sovereign command,
and makes what use he pleases of them. Elkanah
was a country Levite, and, for aught that appears,

had not any place or office which recjuircd his at-

tendance at the tabernacle, but he went up as a
rommon Israelite, with his own sacrifices, to en-

courage his neighbours and set them a good exam-
ple. When he sacrificed, he worshipped,

J! iniug

prayers and thanksgivings with his sacrifices. In

this course of religion he was constant, for he went
up yearly.

And that which made it the more commendable
in him was,

I. That there was a general decay and neglect
of religion in the nation; some among them wor
shipped other gods, and the generality were remiss
in the service of the God of Israel ; and yet Elkanah
kept his integrity; whatever others did, his resolu-
tion was, that he and his house sh( uld serve the
Lord. 2. That Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of
¥A\, were the men that were now chiefly employed
in the service of the house of God; and they were
men that conducted themselves verv ill in their
place, as we shall find afterward; )et Elkanah went
up to sacrifice. God had then tied his people to one
place and one altar, and forbidden them, under any
pretence whatsoever, to worship elsewhere, ancl

therefore, in pure obedience to that command, he
attended at Shiloh; if the priests did not do their
duty, he would do his. Thanks be to God, we, un-
der the gospel, are not tied to any one place or fa-

mily; but the pastors and teachers whom the exalt-
ed Redeemer has given to his church, are those
only whose ministration tends to the perfecting of
the saints, and the edifying of the body of Christ,

Eph. 4. 11, 12. None have dominion over our
faith; but our obligation is to those tha.t are the
helpers of our holiness and joy, not to anv that by
their scandalous immoralities, like Hophr.i and
Phinehas, make the sacrifices of the Lord to be ab-
horred; though still the validity and efficacy of the
sacraments depend not on the purity of him that
administers them.

II. Yet it was a divided family, and the divisions

of it carried with them both guilt and grief. Where
there is pie.ty, it is pity but there should be unity.

The joint devotions of a family should put an end to

divisions in it.

1. The original cause of this division, was Elka-
nah's marrying two wi\es, which was a transgres-
sion of the original institution of marriage, to which
our Saviour reduces it, Matt. 19. 5. 8, From the

beginning it luas not so. It made mischief in Abra-
ham's family, and Jacob's, and here in Elkanah's;
how much better does the law of God provide for

our comfort and ease in this woi-ld than we should,

if we were left to ourselves! It is probable that

Elkanah married Hannah first, and because he had
no children by her so soon as he hoped, he married
Peninnah, who bare him children, mdeed, but was
in other things a vexation to him. Thus are men
often beaten with rods of their own making.

2. That which followed upon this error, was, that

the two wi\ es could not agree. They had different

blessings; Peninnah, like Leah, was fruitful and had
many children, which should have made her easy

and thankful, though she was but a second wife, and
was less belo\ ed; Hannah, like Rachel, was child-

less indeed, but she was very dear to her husband,
and he took all occasions to let both her and others

know that she was so, and many a tvorthy /lortion

he gave her; v. 5. and this should have made her
easy and thankful. But they were of different tem-
pers; Peninnah could not bear the blessing of fruit-

fulness, but she grew haughty and insolent; Han-
nah could not bear the affliction of barrenness, but

she grew melancholy and discontented; and Elka-
nah had a difficult part to act between them.

(1.) Elkanah kept u]) his attendance at God's
altar, notwithstanding this unhappy difference in

his family, and took his wives and children with

him, that if they could not agree in other things,

they might agree to worship God togethci-. If the
devotions of a family prevail not to put an end to

its divisions, yet let not the d'visions put a stop to

the devotions.
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(2.) He did all he coula, to encourage Hannah,
and to keep up her spirits under her afflictions, v.

4, 5. At the feasts, he offered peace-offerings, to

supplicate for peace in his family; and when he and
his family were to eat their share of the sacrifice,

in token of their communion with God and his

altar, though he carved to Peninnah and her chil-

dren competent portions, yet to Hannah he gave a

worthy portion, the choicest piece that came to

the table, the piece (whatever it was) that used to

be given on such occasions to those that were most
valued: this he did, in token of his Inve to her, andji
to give all possible assurances of it. Observe, [1.]

Elkanah loved his wife never the less for her being
ban en. Christ loves /its church, notwithstanding
her infirmities, her barrenness; and so ought men
to love their ivives, Eph. 5. 25. To abate our just

love to any relation for the sake of any infirmity

which they cannot help, and which is not their sin,

but their affliction, is to make God's providence
quarrel with his precept, and very unkindly to add
affliction to the afflicted. (2.) He studied to show
his love so much tlie more, because she was afflict-

ed, insulted, and low-spirited. It is wisdom and
duty to support the weakest, and to hold up those
th-.t are run down. (3.) He showed his great love
to her, by the share he gave her of liis peace-offer-
ings. Thus we should testify our affection to our
friends and relations, by abounding in prayer for

them. The better we lo\ e them, the more room
let us give them in our prayers.

(3.) Peninnah was extremely peevish and pro-
voking. (1.) She upbraided Hannali with her af-

flicti n, despised her because she was barren, and
give her taunting language, as one whom Hea\en
did not favour. (2.) She envied the interest she
had in the love of Elkanah, and the more kind he
was to her, the more was she exasperated against
her; which was all over base and b rbarous. (3.)
She did this most when they ivent up. to the house

of the Lord, perhaps, because then thev were
more together than at other times, or because then
Elkanah showed his affection most to Hann ih.

But it was very sinful at such a time to show her
malice, when pure hands were to be lifted up at

God's altar ivithout wrath and quarrelling. It was
likewise very unkind at that time to vex Hannah,
not only because then thev we<'e in company, and
others would take notice of it, but then Hannah
was to mind her devotions, and desired to be most
calm and com])osed, and free from disturbance.
The great adversary to nur purity and peace is

then most industrious to ruffle us, when we should
be most composed. When the sons of God come
to present themselves before (he Lord, Satan will

be sure to come among them, Job 1. 6. (4.) She
continued to do this from year to year, not once or
twice, but it was her const ;nt practice; neither de-
fei'ence to her husband, nor compassion to Hannah,
could break her of it; and Lastly, That which she
designed, was, to make lier fret; perhaps in hopes
to break her heart, that she might p- ssess her hus-
band's heart solely. Or, because she took a plea-
sure in her uneasiness: nor could Hannah gr.itify

her more than by fretting. Note, It is an evidence
cf a bad disposition, to delight in grieving those
that are melancholy and of a sorrowful s])irit, and
in putting those out of humour, that are apt to fret

and be uneasy. We ought to bear one another's
burthens, not add to them.

(4.) Hannah (poor woman) could not bear the
provocation; she wefit, and did not eat, v. 7. It

inade her uneasv to herself and to all her relations.

She did not eat of the fe ist, her trouble took awa)'
her appetite, made her vuifit for any company, and
a jar in the harmony of family-joy. It was of the
feast ujian the sacrifice that she did not eat, for

they were not to eat of the holy things in t/mr
mourning, Deut. 26. 14. Lev. 10." 19. Yet it was
her infirmity, so f.,r to give way to the sorrow of
the world, as to unfit herself for holy joy in God.
Those that are of a fretful spirit, and are apt to

lay provocattions too mucl; to heart, are enemies to

themselves, and strip themselves very much of the
comforts botb of life and godliness. We find that
God took notice of this ill effect of discontents and
disagreements in the conjugal relation; the parties
aggrieved, covered the altar ofthe Lord ivith tears,

insomuch that he regarded not the offering, Mai. 2.

13.

(5.) Elkanah said what he could to her, to com-
fort her. She did not upbraid him with his un-
kindness in marrying another wife, as Sarah did,

nor did she render to Peninnah railing for railing,

but took the trouble wholly to herself, which made
her an (object of much compassion. Elkanah
showed himself extremely grieved ft her grief;

(i'. 8.) Hayinah why iveefiest thou? [1.] He is much
concerned to see her thus overwhelmed with sor-

row. They that by marriage are made one flesh,

ought thus far to be of one spirit too, to share in

each other's troubles, so that one cannot be easy

while the other is uneasy. [2.] He gives her a

loving reproof for it. Why wecfiest thou? And
why is thy heart grieved? As many as God lo\'es

he rebukes, and so should we. He puts her upon
inquiring into the cause of her grief; though she

had just reason to be troubled, yet let her consider

whether she had reason to be troubled to such a

degree; especially so much as to be taken off by it

from eating of the holy things. Note, Our sorrow
upon any account is then sinful and inordinate,

when it diverts us from our duty to God, and im-

bitters our comfort in him ; when it makes us un-
thankful for the mercies we enjoy, and distrustful

of the goodness of God to us in further mercies;

when it casts a damp upon our joy in Christ and
hinders us from doing the duty, and taking the
comfort, of our particular relations. [3. ] He inti-

mates that nothing should be wanting on his part
to balance her grief. "A7n not I better to thee

than ten sons? Thouknowest thou hast my affec-

tion entire, and let that comfort thee. " Note, We
ought to take notice of our comforts, to keep us

from grieving excessively for our crosses; for, our
crosses we deserve, but our comforts we have for-

feited. If we would keep the balance even, we
must look at that which is for us, as well as that

which is against us, else we are unjust to Provi-

dence, and unkind to ourselves. God hath set the

one over-against the other, (Eccl. 7. 14.) and so

should we.

9. So Hannah rose up, after they had
eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk :

(now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a

post of the temple of the Lord :) 10. And
she icas in bitterness of soul, and prayed

unto the Lord, and wept sore. 11. And
she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord
of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the

affliction of thine handmaid, and remem-
ber nie, and not forget thine handmaid, but

wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child,

then I will give him unto the Lord all

the days of his life, and there shall no razor

come upon his head. 12. And it came
to pass, as she continued praying befor«;

the Lord, that Eli marked her mouth
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13. J\ow Hannah, she spake in her heart;

only her hps moved, but her voice was not

heard : therefore Eh thought she liad been

drunken. 1 4. And Eh said unto iier, How
long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy

wine from thee. 15. And Hannah nn-

swered and said. No, my lord ; I (nn a wo-

man of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk

neither wine nor strong drink, but. have|

,

poured out my soul before the Loud. 16.

Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of

Belial : for out of the abuntiance of my
complaint and grief have I spoken hith-

erto. 17. Then Eli answered and said.

Go in peace : and the God of Israel grant

thee thy petition that thou hast asked of

him. 18. And she said, Let thine hand-

maid find grace in thy sight. So the wo-

man went her way, and did eat, and her

countenance was no more sad.

Elkanah had gently reproved Hannah for her in-

ordinate grief, and here we find the good effect of

the reproof.

I. It brought her to her meat. She ate and
drank, v. 9. She did not harden herself in sorrow,

nor grow sullen when she was reproved for it; but

when she perceived her husband uneasy that she

did not come and eat with them, she cheered up
her own spirits as well as she could, and came
to table. It is as great a piece of self-denial to

control our passions, as it is to control our appe-

tites.

II. It brought her to her prayers. It put her
upon considering, "Do I well to be angry? Do
I well to fret? What good does it do me? Instead

of binding the burthen thus upon my own shoul-

ders, had I not better ease myself of it, and cast it

uijon the Loi'd by prayer?" Elkanah had said,

.//W7 not I better to thee than ten sons? Which per-

haps occasioned her to think with herself, " Wheth-
er he be so or no, God is, and therefore to him will

I apply myself, and before him will I pour out mv
complaint, and try what relief that will give me.*'

If ever she will make a more solemn address than

ordinary to the throne of grace upon this errand,

now is the time. They are at Shiloh, at the door

of the tabernacle, where God had promised to

meet his people, and which was the house of/iray-

er. They had lately offered their peace-offerings,

to obtain the favour of God and all good, and in

token of their communion with him; and, taking

the comfort of their being accepted of him, they

had feasted upon the sacrifice, and now it was
proper to put up her prayer in virtue of that sacri-

fice; for the peace-offerings typified Christ's medi-

ation, as well as the sin-offerings, for by it not only

atonement is made for sin, but the audience and ac-

ceptance of our prayers, and an answer of peace

to them, are obtained for us: to that Sacrifice, in all

our supplications, we must have an eye.

Now concerning Hannah's praye", we may ob-

serve,

1. The warm and lively devotion there was in it;

which appeared in several instances, for our direc-

tion in prayer.

(1.) She improved the present grief and trouble

of her spirit, for the exciting and quickening of

her pious affection in pravers. Being hi bitterness

of soul, she firaued, v.' 10. This good use we
should make of our afflictions, they should make
us the more lively in our addresses to God Our

blessed Saviour himself, being in an agony, prayed
more earnestly, Luke 22. 44.

(2.) She mingled tears with her pt avers. It

was not a dry prayer; she wept sore; like a true
Israelite, She ivefit a?id made sup/ilication, (Hos.
12. 4.) with an eye to the tender mercy of cur
God, who knows the troubled sm 1; the prayer
came from her heart, as the tears fn m her eyes.

(3.) She was very i);irticular, and yet vety mo-
dest, in her petition. She begged a child, a man
child, that it might be fit to serve in tlic tabernacle.

God gives us leave, in prayer, net oiily to ask good
things in general, but to rriention that special good
thing which we most need and desiie. Yet she
says not, as Rachel, (tive me children. Gen. 30. 1.

She will be very thankful for one.

(4.) She made a solemn vow or prf mise, that if

God would give her a son, she would give him up,

to God, V. 11. He would be, by biith, a Levite,

and so devoted to the service of God; but he shculd

be, by her vow, a Nazarite, and his vei-y child-

hood should be sacred. It is probable she had ac-

quainted Elkanah with her purpose before, and
had his consent and approbation. Note, (1.) Pa-
rents have a right to dedicate their children to God,
as living sacrifices and spiritual priests; and an ob-

ligation is thereby laid upon tliem to serve God
faithfully a// the days of their life.. (2.) It is very

proper, when we are in pursuit of any nievcy, to

bind our own souls with a bond, that if Ciod give it

us, we will devote it to his honour, and cliecrfully

use it in his service. Not that hereby we can pre-

tend to merit the gift, but thus we aie qualified for

it, and for the comfort of it. In hope of mercy, let

us promise dutv.

(5.) She spoke all this so softly, that none could

hear her. Her lips moved, but her voice ivas not

heard, v. 13. Hereby she testified htr belief of

God's knowledge of the heart and its desires.

Thoughts are words with him, nor is he one of

those gcds that must be cried aloud to, 1 Kings 18.

27. It was likewise an instance of her humility

and holy shame-facedness in her approach to Gcd;
she was none of those that made her voice to be

heard on high, Isa. 58. 4. It was a secret prayer,

and therefore, though made in a public place, yet

was thus made secretly, and not, as the Pharisees

prayed, to be seen of men. It is true, praver is not

a thing we have reason to be ashamed of, but we
must avoid all appearances of ostentation. Let
what passes between God and our souls, be kept to

ourselves.

2. The hard censure she fell under for it. Eli

was now High Priest, and Judge in Israel: he sat

upon a seat in the temple, to oversee what was
done there, v. 9. The tabernacle is here called

the temple, because it was now fixed, and served

all the purposes of a temple. There Eli sat to re-

ceive addresses and give direction, and somewhere,

(it is probable,) in a private comer, he espied

Hannah at her prayers, and, by her unusual man-
ner, fancied she was dnmken, and spoke to her ac-

corchngly; v. 14, How long ivilt thott be drunken?

the verv iniputa.tion that Peter and the apostles

fell under, when the Holy Ghost gave them utter-

ance. Acts 2. 4. Perhaps in this degenerate age,

it was no stiange thing to see dnmken women at the

door of the tabernacle; for, otherwise, one wovdd

think the vile lust of Hophni and Phinehas could not

have found so easy a prey there, ch. 2. 22. Eli

took Hannah for one of these. It is one bad effect

of the abounding of iniquity, and its becoming
fashionable, that it often gives occasion to suspect

the innocent. When a disease isi epidemical, every

one is suspected to be tainted with it.

Now, (1.) This was Eli's fauU; and a great fault

it was, to pass so severe a censure without better
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observation or information. If his own eyes were
jilrcady waxen dini, he should have employed
those about him to inquire. Drunkards are com-
monly noisy and turbulent, but this poor woman
was silent and composed. His fault was the worse,

that lie was tl\e priest of the Lord, who should

lia\e had cum/iassion on the ignorant, Heb. 5, 2.

Note, It ill becomes us to be rash and hasty in our

censures of others, and to be forward to believe

people guilty of bad things, while either the mat-

ter of fact on which the censure is grounded, is

doubtful and unproved, or is capable of a good con-

struction. Charity commands us to hope the best

concerning all, and forbids censoriousness. Paul

had very good information, when he. did hat partly

believe, (1 Cor. 11. 18.) hoping it was not so. Es-
pecially we ought to be cautious how we censure

the devotion of others, lest we call that hy/iorrisy,

enthusiasm, or superstition, which is really the

fruit of an honest zeal, and is accepted of God.
(2.) It was Hannah's affliction; and a great afflic-

tion it was, added to all the rest; vinegar to the

wounds of her spirit. She had been repro\ ed by
Elkanah, because she would not eat and drink; and
now to be reproached by Eli, as if she had eaten

and drunk too much, was very hard. Note, If is

no new thing for those that do well, to be ill thought
of, and we must not think it strange if at any time
it be our 1 ot.

3. Hannah's humt»le vindication of herself from
this crime with which she was charged. She bore
it admirably well; she did not retort the charge,
and upbraid him with the debauchery of his own
sons; did not bid him look at home and restrain

them; did not tell him how ill it became one in his

place, thus to abuse a poor sorrowful worshipper at

the throne of grace. When we are at any time un-
justly censured, we have need to set a double watch
before the door of our lips, that we do not lecrimi-
nate, and return censure for censure. Hannah
thought it enough to vindicate herself, and so must
we, V. 15, 16. (1.) In justice to herself, she ex-
pressly denies tne charge; speaks to him with all

possible respect, calls him My lord; intimates how
very desirous she was to stand well in his opinion;
and how loath to lie under his censure. " No, my
lord, it is not as you suspect, I have drunk neither
wine nor strong drink, nor any at all," (though it

was proper enough to be given to one of such a
heavy heart, Prov. 31. 6.) "much less to any ex-
cess; therefore count not thy handmaidfor a daugh-
ter of Belial." Note, Drunkards are children of
Belial, women-drunkards particularly; children of
the wicked one; children of disobedience; children
that will not endure the yoke; (else they would not
be drunk;) they are more especially what has
just been stated, when actually drunk. They
that cannot govern themselves, will not bear that
any one else should. Hannah owns the crime had
been very great, if she had indeed been guilty of it,

and he might justly have shut her out of the courts
of God's house; but the very manner of her speak-
ing in her own defence, was sufficient to demon-
strate that she was not drunk. 2. In justice to him,
she accounts for the manner which had given occa-
sion to his susj)icion. " lam a woman ofa sorrow-
ful spirit, dejected and discomposed, and that is

the reason I do not look as other people; the eyes
are red, not with wine, but with weepmg. And at
this time, I have not been talking to myself, as
drunkards and fools do, but I have been pouring
out my soul before the Lord, who hears and under-
stands the language of the heart, and this, out of the
abundance of my complaint and grief." She had
been, more than usual, fervent in prayer to God,
and that, she tells him^as the true reason of the
disorder she seemed toTFe in. Note, When we are

unjustly censured, we should endeavour, not only
to clear ourseh es, but to satisfy our brethren, bv
giving them a just and true account of that which
they misapprehended.

4. The atonement Eli made for his rash unfriend-
ly censure, by a kind and fatherly benediction, v.

17. He did not (as many are apt to do in such a
case) take it for an aftVont to have his mistake rec-
tified, and to be convinced of his error, nor did it

put him out of humour. But, on the contrary, he
now encouraged Hannah s devc ticns, as much as
before he had discountenanced them; not only uiti

mated that he was satisfied of her innocency bj'

those woids, Go in peace, but being High-pritst, as

one having authority, he blessed her in ihe namc(.t
the Lord, and thoujj,h lie knew not what the par
ticular blessing was, that she had been praying for,

yet he puts his Anun to it, so good an opinion had
he now conceived of her prudence and piety. . The
God of Israel grant thee thy petition, whatever it

is, that thou hast asked of him. Note, By our meek
and humble carriage toward those that reproixh
us because they did not know us, we may perhi.jis

make them our friends, and turn their censures of

us into prayers for us.

5. The great satisfaction of mind with which
Hannah now went away, v. 18. She begged the
continuance of Eli's good opinion of her, and his

good prayers for her, and then she went her way,
and did eat of what remained of the peace-ofTerings,

(none of which was to be left until the morning,)
and her countenance was no more sad; no more as

it had been, giving mai ks of inward trouble and
discomposure; but she lo(.ked pleasant and cheer-
ful, and all was well. Whence came this sudden
happy change? She had by prayer committed her
case to God, and left it with him, and now she was
no more perplexed about it. She had prayed for

herself, and Eli had prayed for her; and she be-
lieved that God would either give her the mercy
she had prayed for, or make up the want of it to her
some other way. Note, Prayer is heart's ease to a
gracious soul; the seed of Jacob have often found it

so, being confident that God will ne\ er say unto
them, Seek ye me in vain. See Phil. 4. 6, 7. Pray-
er will smooth the countenance; it should do so.

19. And they rose up in the morning
arly, and worshipped before the Lord,
and returned, and came to their house to

iiamah : and Elkanah knew Hannah his

wife ; and the Lord remembered her. 20.

Wherefore it came to pass, when the time

was come about after Hannah had con-

ceived, that she bare a son, and called his

name Samuel, saying., Because I have asked

him of the Lord. 21. And the man Elka-

nah, and all his house, went up to oHer

unto the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and his

vow. 22. But Hannah went not up ; for

she said unto her husband, / iDill not go uj)

until the. child be weaned, and then 1 will

bring him, that he may appear before the

Lord, and there abide for ever. 23. And
Elkanah her husband said unto her. Do
what seemeth thee good ; tarry until thou

have weaned him ; only the Lord establish

his word. So the woman abode, and gave
her son suck until she weaned him. 24.

And when she had weaned him, she took

him up with her, with three bullocks, and
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one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and
brought hini unto the house of the Lord in

Shiloh : and tlie child 2cas young. 25. And
they slew a bullock, and brought the child
to Eli. 26. And she said. Oh, my lord ! as
thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman
that stood by thee here, praying unto the
Lord. 27. For this child I prayed ; and the
Lord hath given me my jx^ition which 1

asked of him : 28. Therefore also I have
lent him to the Lord ; as long as he liveth

he shall be lent to the Lord. And he wor-
shipped the Lord there.

Here is,

I. The retin-n of Elkanali and his fam'ly to then-
own habitation, wlien the days appo nted for the
feast were over, x'. 19. Observe how they im-
proved their time at the tabernacle: every d;iy they
were there, even tliat which was fixed for their
journey home, they worshipped God. And they
rose im early to do it. It is good to begin the day
with God. Let him that is tlie fiTst, have the first.

They had a journey before them, and a family of
ciiildren to take with them, and yet they would not ;

stir till they had worshipped CtocI together. Pray-
'

er and provender do not hinder a journey. They '

had spent several days now in religious worship,
and yet they attended once more. We should not
be weary of well-doing.

II. Tlie birth and name of this desired son. At
length the Lord remembered Hannah; the very
thing she desired; (x;. 11.) and more she needed
not desire, tliat was enough, for then she conceived
and bare a son. Though (iod seems long to forget
his people's burthens, troubles, cares, and prayers,
yet he will at length make it to appear that they
are not out of his mind. This son the mother call-
ed Samuel, v. 20. Some make the etymology of it

to be much the same with that of Ishniael, heard of
God, because the mother's prayers were remarka-
bly heard, and he was an answer to them. Others,
because of the reason she gi^ es for the name, make
it to signify asked of God; it comes nearly to the
same; she designed by it to perpetuate the remem-
!n-ancc of God's favour to her in answering her
pravers. Thus she designed, upon everv mention
of his name, to t .ke the c mfort to herself, and to
give Gnd the glory of that gracious condescension.
Note, Mercies inansv/ertopraver, are to be remem-
l)ercd with peculiar expressions of thankfulness, as
Ps. 116. 1, 2. How many seasonable deliverances
and suppl es may we call Sa;»nel, asked of God;
and whato. er is so, we are =n a special manner en-
gaged to devote to him. Hannah intended by this
name to put her son in mind of the obligation he
was imder to be the Lord's, in consideration of this,
that he was asked of (ind, and was at the same
time dedicated t^ him. A child of prayer is in a
special manner bound to be ;i good child. Lemuel's
mother reminds him that he was the son of her
vows, Prov. 31. 2.

III. The close attendance Hannah gave to the
nursing of him, not only because he was dear to her,
but because he was devoted to (^id, and for him
she nursed him. She therefore nursed him hci-sclf,
;ind did not hang him on another's breast. We
ought to take care of our children, not only with an
eye to the law of nitui-e as they are our's.'but with
an eve to the cnvt-nant of errarc as they are given
up to God. See Rzek. 16. 20, 21. This sanctifies
the nursing of them, wlicn it is dene a? unto the
I .ord.

Elkanah went up every year to worship at the
tabernacle, and particularly to perform his vow;
peihaps some vow he had made distinct from Han-
nah's, if God would give him a sen by her, v. 21.
But Hann.,h, though she felt a warm regard for the
couits of God's hcuse, begged leave of her husband
to stay at home; for the women were not under
any obligation to go up to the three yearly feasts,
as the men were. However, Hannah had been ac-
customed to go, but now 'desired to be excused,
1. Because she would not be so long absent from her
nursery. Cu7i a woman forget her sucking- child?
We may suppose she kept constant at home, for if

she had gone any whither, she would have gone to
Shiloh. Note, -God will have mercy, and not sa-
crifice. Thr se that are detained from public ordi-
nances, by the nursing and tending of little children,
may take comfort from this instance, and believe,
tb'at if they do that with an eye to God, he will
graciously accept them therein; and thrugh they
tarry at home, they shall dix ide the spoil. 2. Be-
cause she wruld net go up to Shiloh till her son
was big enough, not only to be taken thither, but to
be left there; for if once she took him thither, she
thought she could never find it in her heait to
bring him back again. Note, Those who are stead-
fastly resolved to pay their \'ows, may yet see good
cause to defer the payment of them. Everij thing
is beautiful i7i its season. No primal was accepted
in sacrifice, till it had been for some time under its

dam, Lev. 22. 27. Fruit is best when it is ripe.

Elkanah agrees to what she proposes, v. 23, Do
what seemeth thee good. So far was he from de-
lighting to cross her, that he referred it entirely to
her. B'ehold, how good and pleasant a thing it is,

when yoke-fellows thus draw even in the yoke, and
accommodate themselves to one another; each
thinking well of what the other does, especially in
woi-ks of piety and charity. He adds a prayer,
Only the Lord establish his word; that is, "God
preserve the child through the perils of his infan-
cy, that the solemn vow which God signified his
acceptance of, by giving us the child, may be per-
formed in its season, and so the whole matter mav
be accomplished." Note, Those that have in sin-

cerity devoted their children to God, may with com-
fort pray for them, that God will establish the word
sealed to them, at the same time that they were
sealed for him.

IV. The solemn entering of this child into the
service of the sanctuary. We may take it for

granted that he was presented to the Lord at forty

days old, as all the first-born were; (Luke 2. 22,
23.) but that is not mentioned, because there was
nothing in it singular; but now that he was weaned,
he was presented, not to be redeemed. Some
think it was as soon as he was weaned from the
breast, which, the Jews say, was not till he was
three years old; it is said, She gave him suck till

she had weaned him, t. 23. Others think it was
not till he was weaned from childish things, at eight
or ten years old. But I see no inconvenience in

admitting such an extraordinary child as this, into

the tabernacle, at three years old, to be educated
among the children of the priests. It is said, i'. 24,

7'he child was young; but, being intelligent abo\ e

his years, he was no trouble. None can begin too
soon to be religious. The child was a child, so the
Hebrew reads it, in his learning-age. /'or whom
shall he teach knowledge, but them that are ritwly
weanedfrom the milk, and drawnfrom the breasts,

Isa. 28. 9.

Observe how she presented her child.

1. With a sacrifice; no less than three bullocks,
with a meat -ofTering for each, v. 24. A bullock,
perhaps, for each year ()f tl^ child's life. Or, rne
for a bumf-offering, another for a sin-oFering, aiid
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the third for a peace-offering. So far was she from
thinking that, by presenting her son to God, she
made God her Debtor, that she thought it requisite

by these slain offerings to seek God's acceptance of

her li\ ing sacrifice. All our covenants with God
for oursei\es, and our's, nuist be made by sacrifice,

the gre.it Sacrifice.

2. With a grateful acknowledgment of God's good-
ness in answer to prayer. This she makes to Eli,

becLiuse he had encouraged her to hope for an an-
swer of peace; v. 26, 27, Fortius child 1 prayed.
(Here it was obtained by prayei', and here it is re-

signed to the prayer-hearing God.) "You have
forgotten me, my lord; but I who now appear so

cheerful, am the woman, the very same, that,

three years ago, stood by thee here, weeping and
praying, and this was the child I prayed for."

Answers of prayer may thus be humbly triumphed
in to the glory of God. Here is a living testimony
for God, "I am his witness that he is gracious."
See Ps. 66. 16' '19. "For this mercy, this comfort,
I prayed, and the Lord has giveti me my fietition.^

See Ps. 34. 2, 4, 6. Hannah does not remind Eli

of it by adverting to the suspicion he had formerly
expressed; she does not say, " I am the woman
whom you passed that severe censure upon; what do
you think of me now?" Good men ought not to be up-
braided with their infirmities and oversights; they
have themselves repented of them, let them hear
no more of them.

3. With a full surrender of all her interest in this

child unto the Lord; v. 28, / have lent him to the

Lord as long as he liveth. And she repeats it, be-
cause she will never revoke it, he shall be {n deo-
dand) lent or given to the Lord. Not that she
designed to call for him back, as we do what we
lend, but she uses this word, Shaol, he lent, because
it is the same word that she had used before, i<. 20.

/ asked him of the Lord, only in another conjuga-
tion. And, V. 27, the Lord gave me the petition

which I asked, ( Shaalti, in Kal, therefore I have
lent him; Hishilti, the same word in Hiphil:) and so

it gives another etymology of his name, Samuel,
not only asked of God, but lent to God. And ob-
serve, (1.) Whatever we give to God, may, upon
this account, be said to be lent from him. AH our
gifts to him were first gifts to us. Of thine own.
Lord, have ive given thee, 1 Chron. 29. 14, 16. (2.)
Whatever we give to God, may, upon this account,
!>'• ^,nd to be lent to him; that though we may not
1. '1 it as a thing lent, yet he will certainly repay
it With interest, to our unspeakable advantage, par-
ticularly what is given to his floor, Prov. 19. 17.

When by baptism we dedicate our children to God,
let us remember that they were his before by
a sovereign right, and that they are our's still so

much the more to our comfort. Hannah resigns

him to the Lord, not for a certain term of years, as

children are sent apprentices, but durante vita—as

long as he liveth, he shall be lent unto the Lord; a
Nazaritefor life. Such must our covenant with God
be, a marriage-covenant; as long as we live, we
must be his and never forsake him.

Lastly, The child Samuel did his part beyond
what could have been expected from one of his

years; for of him that seems to be spoken. He ivor-

shifified the Lord there; that is, he said his firayers.

He was, no dovibt, extraordinarily forward, (we
have known children that have disco\ered some
sense of religion very young,) and his mother, de-
signing him for the sanctuary, took particular rare
to train him up to that which was to be his work in

the sanctuary. Note, Little children should learn
betimes to worship God. Their parents should in-

struct them in it, and bring them to it; put them
upon doing it as well as they can, and God will gra-

ciously accept them, and teach them to do better.

CHAP. II.

In this chapter, we have, I. Hannah's son^ of thanKsgiThi;!

to God for his favour to her, in giving her Samuel, «.

1 . . 10. II. Their return to their family, with Eli's bless-

ing, v. II.. 20. The increase of their family, (v. 21.)

Samuel's growth and improvement, (v. 11, 18, 21, 26.)

and the care Hannah took to clothe him, v. 19. III. The
great wickedness of Eli's sons, v. 12 . . 17, 22. IV'.

The over mild reproof that Eli gave them for it, v. 23 . . 25.

V. The jubtly dreadful message God sent him b^' a

prophet, threatening the ruin of his family for the wick-
edness of his sons, v. 27 . . 36.

4 ND Hannah prayed, and said, My
/\. heart rpjoiceth in the Lord; mine

God. 3. Talk
proudly ; let not

your mouth : for

horn is exalted in the Lord ; my mouth is

enlarged over mine enemies ; because 1 re-

joice in thy salvation. 2. There is none
holy as the Lord: for there is none beside

thee ; neither is there any rock like our

no more so exceedhig

arrogancy come out of

the Lord is a God of

knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.

4. The bows of the mighty men are bro-

ken, and they that stumbled are girded with

strength. 5. Theij that were full have hired

out themselves for bread ; and they that icere

hungry ceased : so that the barren hath

borne seven ; and she that hath many chil-

dren is waxed feeble. 6. The Lord killeth,

and maketh alive : he bringeth down to the

grave, and bringeth up. 7. The Lord
maketh poor, and maketh rich : he bringeth

low, and lifieth up. 8. He raiseth up the

poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beg-

gar from the dung-hill, to set them among
princes, and to make them inherit the throne

of glory : for the pillars of the earth are the

Lord's, and he hath set the world upon
them. 9, He will keep the feet of his saints,

and the wicked shall be silent in darkness ;

for by strength shall no man prevail. 10.

The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken

to pieces ; out of heaven shall he thunder

upon them -, the Lord shall judge the ends

of the earth ; and he shall give strength

unto his king, and exalt the horn of his

anointed.

We have here Hannah's thanksgiving, dictated,

not only by the spirit of prayer, but by the spint of

prophecy. Her petition for the mercy she desired,

we had before, (cA. 1. 11.) and here her return of

praise; in both, out of the abundance of a heart

deeply affected, (in the foraier, with her own wants,

and in the latter, with God's goodness,) her mouth
sfiake.

Observe in general, 1. When she had recei\ ed
mercv from God, she owned it, with thinkfulness

to his praise. Not like the nine lepers, Luke 17. 17.

Praise is our rent, our tribute, we are unjust if we
do not pay it. 2. The mercy she had received,

was an answer to prayer, and therefore she thought

herself especially obliged to give' thanks for it.

What we win by pr yer, we may wear with com-

f'lt, and must wgar with praise. 3. Her thanks-
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giving is here called afirayer; Hannah prayed; for

Thanksgiving is an essential part of prayer. In

every address to God, we must express a grateful

regard to him as our Benefactor. Nay, and thanks-

giving for mercies received, shall be accepted as a

petition for further mercy. 4. From this particular

mercy which she had received from God, she takes

occasion, with an elevated and enlarged heart, to

speak glorious things of God, and of his government
of the world, for the good of his church. Whatever
at any time gives rise to our praises, in this manner
they should be raised. 5. Her firayer was mental,

her voice ivas not heard; but in her thanksgiving

sne spake, that all might hear her. Slie made her
supplication with groanings that could not be utter-

ed, but now her lips were opened to show forth

God's firaise. 6. This thanksgiving is here left

upon record for the encouragement of those of the

weaker sex to attend the throne of grace; God will

regard their prayers and praises. The virgin

Mary's song has great affinity with this of Hannah,
Luke 1. 46.

Three things we have in this thanksgiving.

I. Hannah's triumph in God, in his glorious per-

fections, and the great things he had done for her,

V. !• 3. Observe,
1. What great things she says of God. She takes

little notice of the particular mercy she was now
rejoicing in, does not commend Samuel for the
prettiest child, the most toward and sensible of his

age, or that she ever saw, as fond parents are apt
to do; no, she overlooks the gift, and praises the
Giver; whereas most forget the Giver, and fasten

only on the gift. Every stream should lead us to

the Fountain; and the favours we receive from God,
should raise our admiration of the infinite perfec-
tions there are in God. There may be other
Samuels, but no other Jehovah. Inhere is none be-

side thee. Note, God is to be praised as a peerless

Being, and of unparalleled perfection; this gloiy is

due unto his name, to own, not only that there is

none like him, but that there is none beside him.
All others were pretenders, Ps. 18. 31.

Four of God's glorious attributes Hannah here
celebrates the glory of. (1.) His unsfiotted purity.

This is that attribute which is most praised in the
upper world, by those that always behold his face,

Isa. 6. 3. Rev. 4. 8. When Israel triumphed over
the Egyptians, God was praised as glorious in holi-

ness, Exod. 15. 11. So here, in Hannah's triumph,
There is none holy as the Lord. It is the rectitude
of his nature, his infinite agreement with himself,

and the equity of his government and judgment, in

j^.ll the administrations of both. At the remembrance
of this, we ought to gi\'e thanks. (2. ) Hk almighty
povjer. JVeither is there any rock (or any strength,
for so the word is sometimes rendered) like our
God. Hannah had experienced a mighty support
by staying herself upon him, and therefore speaks
as she had found, and seems to refer to that of
Moses, Deut. 32. 31. (3.) His unsearchable wis-
dom. The Lord, the Judge of all, is a God of
knowledge; he clearly and perfectly sees into the
character of e\ ery person, and the merits of everv
cause, and he gives knowledge and understanding
to those that seek it of him. (4.) His unerring
justice. By him actions are weighed. His own are
so, in his eteraal counsels; the actions of the chil-

dren of men are so, in the balance of his judgment;
so that he will render to every man according to his

work, and is not mistaken in what any man is, or
does.

2. How she solaces herself in these things. What
we iri\ e God the glory of, we may take the comfort
of; Hannah does so, (1.) In holy joy. My heart
rcjoiceth in the Lord; not so much in her son, as in

her God; he is to be the Gladness of our joy, (Ps.

43. 4.) and our joy must not terminate in any thing
short of him. / rejoice in thy salvation; not only

in this particular favour to me, but in the salvaticii

of thy people Israel, those salvations especially

which this child will be an instrument of, and that
above all, by Christ, which those are but the types
of. (2.) In holy triumph. ^* My horn is exalted;
not only my reputation saved by my having a son,

but greatly raised by having such a son." We read
of some of the singers whom David appointed to lift

up the horn, an instrument of music, in praising
God; (1 Chron. 25. 5.) so that. My horn is exalted,
means this, "My praises are very much elevated
to ;,n unusual strain." Exalted in the Lord; God
is to have the honour of all our exaltations, and in

him must we triumph. My mouth is enlarged;
this is, " Now I have wherewith to answer them
that reproached me;" he that has his quiver full rf
arrows, his house full of children, shall not be
ashamed to speak with the enemy in the gate, Ps.

127. 5.

3. How she herewith silences those that set up
themselves as rivals with God, and rebels against

him ; Ty. 3, Talk no more so exceeding proudly. Let
not Peninnah and her children upbraid her any
more with her confidence in Gcd, and praying to

him; at length she found it not in vain. See Mic.
7. 10, Then she that is mine enemy, shall see it,

and shame shall cover her that said. Where is my
God? Or, perhaps, it was below her to take so

much notice of Peninnah, and her malice, in th s

song; but this is intended as a check to the insolence

of the Philistines, and other enemies of God and
Israel, that set their mouth against the heavens, Ps.

73. 9. "Let this put them to silence and shame;
he that has thus judged for nie against my adver-
sary, will judge for his people against all their's."

11. The notice she takes of the wisdom and
sovereignty of the divine providence, in its disposal

of the affairs of the children of men; such are the
vicissitudes of them, and such the strange and sud-
den turns and revolutions of them, that it is often

found a very short step between the height of prrs-
pevity and the depth cf adveisity; God has not only
set the one over against the other, Eccl. 7. 14. but
the one very near the other, and no gulf fixed be-
tween them, that we may rejoice as though we re-

joiced not, and weep as though we wept not.

1. The strong are soon weakened, and the we?k
are soon strengthened, when God pleases, v. 4. On
the one hand, if he speak the word, the bows of the

mighty men are broken, they are disarmed, disabled

to do as they have done, and as thev have designed;
they have been worsted in battle who seemed upon
all accounts to have had the advantage en their side,

and thought themseh es sure of victory. See Ps.

46. 9.—37. 15, 17. Particular persons are sorn

weakened by sickness and age, and they find that

the bow does not long abide in strength, many a
mighty man who has gloried in his might, has found
it a deceitful bow, that failed him when he trusted to

it. On the other hand, if the Lord speak the word,
thev who stumbled through v. eakness, Avho were
so feeble that they could not go straight or steady,

are girded with strength, in body and mind, and
are able to bring great things to pass. They who
are weakened by sickness, return to their vigour.

Job 33. 25. by sorrow shall recover their comfort;
which will confirm the weak hands and the feeble
knees, Isa. 35. 3. Victory turns in favour of that

side that was given up for gone, and even the lame
take the prey, Isa. 33. 23.

2. The rich are soon impoverished, and the
poor strangely enriched of a sudden, v. 5. Provi-
dence sometimes does so blast men's estates, and
cross their endeavours, and with a fire not blown
consume their increase, that they who were full,
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(their barns full, and their bags full, their houses

full ofgood things. Job 22. 18. and their belliesfull

of these hid treasures, (Ps. 17. 14. ) have been re-

duced to such straits and extremities as to want the

necessary supports of life, and to hire out them
seh'cs for bread, and they must dig, since to beg

they are ashamed. Riches /lee away, (Prov. 23. 5.)

and leave those miserable, who, when they had
them, placed their happiness in them. To them
that ha\ e been full and free, poverty and slavery

must needs be doubly grievous. But, on the other

liand, sometimes Providence so orders it, that they

ivho were hungry, ceased, that is, ceased to hire

out themselves for bread as they had done; having,

by God's blessing on their industry, got before hand
in the world, and enough to live upon at ease, they

shall hunger no more, nor thirst any more. This is

not to be ascribed to fortune, nor merely to men's
wisdom or folly. Riches are not to men of under-
standing, norfavour to men of skill; (Eccl. 9. 11.)

nor is it always men's own fault that they become
poor, but, {v. 7.) The Lord maketh some fioor, and
makeih others rich; the impoverishing of one is the

enricliing of another, and it is God's doing. To
some he gives power to get wealth, from others he
takes away power to keep the wealth they have.

Are we poor? God made us poor, which is a good
reason why we should be content, and reconcile

ourselves to our condition. Are we rich.'' God
made us rich, which is a good reason why we
should be thankful, and serve him cheerfully in the
abundance of good things he gives us. It may be
understood of the same person; those that w«rre

rich God makes poor, and after a while makes rich

again, as Job: he gave, he takes away, and then
gives again. Let not the rich be proud and secure,

JFnr God can soon make them poor; let not the poor
despond and despair, for God can in due time enrich

them again.

3. Empty families are replenished, and numerous
families diminished and made few. This is the

instance that comes close to the occasion of the
thanksgiving. TJie barren hath borne sei)en, mean-
ing herself, for though at present she had but one
son, yet that one being a Nazarite, devoted to (iod,

and employed in his immediate service, he was to

her as good as seven. Or, it is the language of her
faith; now that she has one, she hopes for more, and
was not disappointed, she had five more; {v. 21.) so

that if we reckon Samuel but for two, as we may
well, she has the number she promised herself; the
barren hath borne seven, while, on the other hand,
she that hath many children, is waxed feeble, and
hath left bearing; she savs no more, Peninnah is

now mortified, and crest-fallen. The tradition of

the Jews, is, that when Hannah bore one child,

Peninnah buried two. There are many instances

both of the increase of families that were inconsid-

erable, and the extinguishing of families that made
a figure. Job 12. 23. Ps. 107.' 38, &c.

4. God is the sovereign Lord of life and dcTth;
(v. 6.) The Lord killeth and maketh ali-cr. Under-
stand it, (1.") Of God's sovereign dominion and uni-

versal agency, in the lives and deaths of the chil-

dren of men. He presides in births and burials.

Whenever any die, it is God that directs the arrows
of death, the Lord killeth, death is his messenger,
strikes whom and when he bids; none are brought
to the dust, but it is he that brings them down, for

in his hand are the keys of death, and the grave,
Rev. 1. 18. Whenever any are born, it is he that

makes them alive; none knows what k the way of
the s/iirit, but this we know, that it comes from the
Father of sfiirits. Whenever any are recovered
from sickness, and delivered from imminent perils,

>t is God that bringeth up, for to him belong the

issuesfrom death. (2.) Of the distinction he makes
Vol. II.—2 G

between some and others; he killeth some, and
maketh, that is, keepeth others alive that were m
the same danger, in war, suppose, or pestilence.

Two in a bed together, it may be; one taken by
death, and the other yet alive; even so. Father, be-

cause it seemed good in thine eyes. Some that weie
most likely to live, brought down to the grave, and
others that were as likely to die, brought up; for

living and dying do not go by likelihoods. God's
providences towards some are killing, ruining to

their comforts; and towards others at the same
time reviving. (3. ) Of the changes he makes with
one and the same jierson. He killeth and brmgeth
down to the grave; that is, he brings even to death's

doors, and tlien revives and raises up, when even
life was despaired of, and a sentence of death re-

ceived, 2 Cor. 1. 8, 9. He turns to destruction, and
then says, Return, Ps. 90. 3. Nothing is too hard
for God to do, no not the quickening of the dead,

and putting life into dry bones.

5. Advancement and abasement are both from
him. He brings some low, and lifts up others;

(x'. 7.) humbles the proud, and gives grace and
honour to the lowly; lays those in the dust that

would vie with the God above them, and trample
upon all about them; (Job 40. 12, 13.) but lifts up
those with his salvation, that humble themselves
before him. Jam, 4. 10. Or, it may be understood
of the same persons; thrse whom he had brought
low, when they are sufficiently humbled, he lifteth

up. This is enlarged upon, v. 8. He raiseth ufi

the floor out of the dust, a low and mean condition,

nay, from the dimghill, a base and servile conditicn,

loathed, and despised, to set them among princes.

See Ps. 113. 7, 8. Promotion comes not by chance,

but from the counsel of God, Avhich often prefers

those that were very unlikely, and that men
thought \ ery unworthy! Joseph and Daniel, Moses
and David, were thus strangely ad\ anced, from a

prison to a palace, from n sheep-hcok to a sceptre.

The princes they are set ffmcng, may be tempted
to disdain them, but God can establish the ht^iour

which he gives thus surprisingly, and make them
even to iyiherit the throne ofglory. Let not those

whom Providence has thus preferred, be upbraided
with the dust and the dunghill they are raised rut

of, for the meaner their beginnings were, the more
are thev favoured, and God glorified, in their ad-

vancement, if it be by lawful and honourable means.
Lastly, A reason is given for all these dispensa-

tions, which obliges us to acquiesce in them, how
surprising soever they are, for the pillars ofthe earth

are the 'Lord's. Cl.) If we understand it literally,

it bespeaks God's almighty power, which cannc t

be controlled. He upholds the whole creation,

founded the earth, and still sustains it by the word
of his power. What cannot he do in the affairs cf

families and kingdoms far beyond our conception

and expectation, who hangs the earth upon nothing'/

Job 26. 7. Bu", (2.) If we understand it figuratively,

it bespeaks his incontestable sovereignty, which can-

not be dis])uted. The princes and great ones of the

earth, the di'ectors of states and governments, are

the pillars of the earth, Ps. 75. 3. On these hinges

the affairs of the world seem to turn, but they are

the Lord's, Ps. 47. 9. From him they have their

power, and therefore he mav advance whom he
plcTses; and who may say, ll'hat dost thou?

III. A prediction of the preservation and ad-

vancement of all God's faithful friends, and the de-

struction of all his and their enemies, having testi-

fied her joyful triumph in what God had done, and
is doing, she concludes with jovful hopesof what he
would do, V. 9, 10. Pious affections (says Bishop
Patrick) in those days rose up many times to the

height of prophecv, whereby God continued in that

nation his true religion, in the midst of their idola
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troi-.s inclinations. This prophecy may refer, 1.

More immediately to the government of Israel by

Samuel, and David whom he was employed to

anoint. The Israelites, God's saints, sliould be

protected and delivered; the Philistines, their ene-

mies, should be conquered and subdued, and parti-

cularly bv thunder, ch, 7. 10. Their dominion

should be enlarged, king David strengthened and

greatly exalted, and Israel (thiit in the time of the

mdges had made so small a figure, and had much
idt) to subsist) should now shortly beccnie great

and considerable, and give law to all its neighbours.

An extraordinary change that was, and the birth

of Samuel was, at it were, the dawni'ig of that day.

. But, 2. We have reason to think t.tat this prophecy

looks further, to the kingdom cf Christ, and the ad-

ministration of that kingdom of grace, of which she

now comes to speak, having spoken so largely of the

kingdom of providence. And here is the first time

that we meet with the name Messiah, or his Jnoint-

ed. The ancient expositors, both Jewish and Chris-

tian, make it to look beyond David, to the Son of

David; glorious things are here spoken of the king-

dom of "the mediator, both before and since his in-

carnation ; for the method of the administration of it,

both by the eternal Word, and by that Word made
flesh, is much the same.
Concerning that kingdom we are here assured,

(1.) That all the Inyal subjects of it shall be care-

fully and powerfully protected; -v. 9, fk ivill keefi

the f-et of his saints. There are a people in the

world that are God's saints, his select and sanctified

ones; and he will keep their feet, that is, all that

belongs to them shall be under his protection, down
to their very feet, the lowest part of the body. If

he will keep their feet, much more their head and
hearts; or, he will keep their feet, that is, he will

secure the ground they stand on, and establish their

goings, he will set a guard of grace upon their af-

fections and actions, that their feet may neither

wander out of the way, nor stumble in the way.
When their feet are ready to slip, Ps. 73, 2. his mer-
cy holdeth them iiji, Ps.94. 18. and keepeth them
from falling, Jude 24. While we keep God's
ways, he will keep our feet. SeePs. 37. 23, 24.

(2.) That all the powers, engaged against it shall

not be able to effect the ruin 'vf it. By strength no
mm shall prevail. God's strength is engaged for

the church; and wliile it is so, man's strength shall

not pre\ ail :igainst it. The church seems destitute

of strength, her friends few and feeble; but preva-
lency does not go by human strength; Ps. S3. 16.

(iod neither needs it for him, (Ps. 147. 10.) nor
dreads it against, him.

(3.) That all the enemies of it will certainly be
bT'oken and brought down ; The wicked shall be silent

in darkness; i'. 9. they shall be struck both blind

and dumb, not be able to see their way, nor have
any thing to say f;r themselves. Damned sinners

are sentenced to utter darkness, and in it thev will

Ije for ever speechless, Matth. 22. 12, 13.
' The

wicked are called. The adversarifv of the Lord,
and it is foretold, i'. 10. that they shall be broken to

fiieces. Their designs against his kingdom among
men, will all be dashed, and they themselves de-
stroyed; how can they speed better, that are in

a?-ms against Omnipotence.'' See Luke 19. 27. God
has many ways of doing it, and, rather than fail,

from heaven shall be thmider ufion them, and so,

not only put them in terror and consternation, but
bring them to destruction. Who can stand before
God's thunderbolts?

(4.) That the conquests and commands of this

kingdom shall extend themselves to distant regions;
The Lord shalljudge the ends of the earth. David's
victories and dominions reached far, but the utter-

most fiarts of the earth are promised to the Messiah

tor his possession, Ps. 2. 8. to be either reduced to

his golden .^^p^n-e, oi- ruined by his iron rod. God
is Judge of all-, and he will judge for his people,

against his and theii- enem,es, Ps. 110. 5, 6.

(5. ) Tliat the powei- and honour of Messiah the
Prince sliall grow and increase moi'e and more. He
shall give strength unlo his King foi- the accom-
plishing of his great undertaking, Ps. 89, 21. and
see Luke 22. 43. strengthen him to go thi'ough the
difficulties of his humiliation, and in his exaltation

he will lift up the head, (Ps. 110. 7.) lift up the horn,

the power and honour of his anointed, and make hiin

higher than the kings ofthe earth, Ps. 89. 27. This
crowns the triumpli, and is, more than any th.ng,

the matter of her exaltation. Her honi is exulted,

V. 1. because she foresees the horn of the Messiah
will be so. This secures the hope; the subjects of

Christ's kingdom will be safe, and the enemies of it

will be ruined, for the Anointed, the Lord Christ,

is girt with strength, and is able to save and destroy

unto the utterniost.

11. And Elkanah went to Ramah to his

house -, and the child did minister unto tlie

Lord before Eh the priest. 12. Now the

sons of Eli were sons of Belial ; they knew
not the Lord. 13. And the priest's custom
with the people ivas^ that, when any man
offered sacrifice, the priest's servant came,
while the flesh was in seething, with a flesh-

hook of three teeth in his hand ; 1 4. And
he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or cal-

dron, or pot ; all that the flesh-hook brought

up the priest took for himself So they did

in Shiloh unto all the Israelites that came
thither. 15. Also before they burnt the fat,

the priest's servant came, and sflid to the

man that sacrificed, Give flesh to roast for

the priest ; for he will not liave sodden flesh

of thee, but raw. 16. And ?y any man said

unto him. Let them not fail to burn the fat

presently, and then take as much as thy soul

desireth ; then he would answer him. Nay

;

but thou shall give it me now: and if not, I

will take it by force. 17. Wherefore the sin

of the young men was very great before the

Lord ; for men abhorred the oftering of the

Lord. 18. But Samuel ministered before

the Lord, benig a ciiild, girded with a linen

ephod. 19. Moreover, his mother made him
a little coat, and brought it to him from year

to year, when she came up with her hus-

band to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20. And
Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and said,

The Lord give thee seed of this woman,
for the loan which is lent to the Lord. And
they went unto their own home. 21. And
the Lord visited Hannah, so that she con-

ceived, and bare three sons and two daugh-

ters. And the child Samuel grew before the

Lord. 22. Now Eli was very old, and
heard all that his sons did unto all Israel;

and how they lay with the women tliat as-

sembled at the door of the tabernacle of the

congregation. 23. And he said unto tlicni,


