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iind a Shield, the Lord -cvill g-ive grace and glory,

atid 710 good thing rjill he ivithhold from them that

•walk ufirightly. O Lord of Hosts, blessed is the

man that iriisteth in thee, Ps. 84. 11, 12.

A^'otu unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible,

the only wise God our Saviour, be honour and giory
for ever and ever. Amen.

AN

EXPOSITION,
PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS

OF THE

EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO TITUS.

Completed by Mr. J. Smith.

THIS Epistle of Paul to Titus is much of the same nature with those to Timothy ; both were converts ot

Paul, and his companions in labours and sufferings ; Ijoth were in the office of evangelists, whose work
was to water the churches planted by the apostles, and to set in order the things that were wanting in

them : they were vice-apostles, as it were, vjorking the work of the Lord, as they did, and mostly under
their direction, though not despotic and arbitrary, but with the concurring exercise of their own pru-

dence and judgment, 1 Cor. 16. 10, 12. We read much of this Titus, his titles, character, and active

usefulness, in manv places: he was a Greek, Gal. 2. 3. St. Paul called him his son, (Tit. 1. 4.) his

brother, (2 Cor. 2. 13.) hisfiartnerandfellow-helfur, (2 Cor. 8. 23.) one that walked in the same Spirit,

and in the same ste/is with himself. He went up with the apostles to the church at Jerusalem, (Gal. 2. 1.

)

was much conversant at Corinth, for which church he had an earnest care, 2 Cor. 8. 16. Paul's second

epistle to them, and probably his first also, was sent by his hand, 2 Cor. 8. 16—18, 23.—9. 2—4.— 12. 18.

He was with the apostle at Rome, and thence went into Dalmatia, (2 Tim. 4. 10.) after which no more
nccurs of him in the scriptures. So that by them lie appears not to liave been a fixed bisho]) ; if such

he were, and in those times, the church of Corinth, where he most attended, had the best title to him.

In Crete (now called Candia, formerly Hecatom/iolis, from the luuidred cities that were in it) a lai-ge

island at the mouth of the ^Egean Sea, the gospel had got some footing; and here were Paul and Titus

in one of their travels, cultivating this ])lantation ; but the a/iostle of the Gentiles, having on him the care

of all the churches, could not himself tarry long at this place ; he therefore left Titus some time there,

to carry on the work which had been begiui ; wherein, probably meeting with more difficulty than

ordinary, Paul wrote this epistle to him ; and yet perhaps not so much for his own sake, as for the peo-

ple's, that the endeavours of Titus, strengthened with apostolic advice and authority, might be more
significant and effectual among them. He was to see all the cities furnished with good pastors ; to

reject and keep out the unmeet and unworthy ; to teach sound doctrine, and instruct all sorts in their

duties ; to set foi-th the free grace of God in man's salvation by Christ ; and withal to shew the necessity

of maintaining good works by those who have believed in God, and hojic for eternal life from him.

TITUS, I.

CHAP. I.

In this chapter, we have, I. The piefacc or introduction to

the epistle, shewinjr from and to whom it was written, with

ihe apostle's salutation and prayer for Titus, wishing all

hlessinjs to liim, v. 1 . . 4. II. F.ntrance into the matter,

hv si2;iiifyin(r the end of Titus's hcintr U-fi at Crete, v. 5.

ni. And liow tlie same should he pursued in reference both
If. <_'«>od :ind bad ministers, from v. 6, tn the end.

I. XJAUL, a servant of God, and an apos-

Jr tic of Jesus Christ, according to the ,

faith of God's elect, and the acknowledg-

ing: of the truth which is after godliness ; 2.

In hope of eternal life, which God. who
cannot lie, promised hefore the world be-

gan; 3. But lialh in due times manifested

his word through preaching, which is com-
municated unto me accorchng to the com-
mandment of God our Saviour; 4. To Ti-
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cus mine own son after the common faith

:

Grace, mercy, ami peace, from God the

Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ our Sa-

viour.

Here is the preface to the epistle : shewing,

I. The writer. Paul, a Gentile name taken by
the apostle of the Gentiles, Acts 13. 9, 46, 47. Min-
isters will accommodate even smaller matters, so

that tliere may be any furthering of acceptance in

their work. When the Jews rejected tlie i^ospel,

and the Gentiles received it, we read no more of this

ajvjstlc by his Jewish name Sauly but by his Roman
one, Paul.
A ncrx'ant of God, and an afwstle ofJesus Christ.

Here he is described by his relation and office ; a

servant of God, not in the general sense only, as a

man and a Christian; but especially as a minister,

k'CTXun(f God in the gosfwl of his So7i, Rom. 1. 9.

This is a higli honour ; it is the glory of angels tluit

tliey are ministering- s/tirits, sent forth to minister for
them -iVho shall de the heirs of salvation, Heb. 1. 14.

Paul is described more especially as a chief minister,

an a/iostlc of Jesus Christ; one who had seen the

L')rd, and was immediately called and commission-
ed by liini, and had his doctrine from him. Observe,
Tlu.' highest officers in the church are but servants.

(Mucli divinity and devotion are comprehended in

the ii\scriptions of the epistles.) The apostles of

Jesus Christ, wlio were employed to spread and
propagate his religion, were therein also the ser-

vants of (iod ; they did not set up any thing incon-

sistent with the truths and duties of natural religion.

Christianity, whicli they preached, was in order to

clear and enforce those natural ]jrinciples, as well as

to advance them, and to superadd what was fit and
necessary in man's degenerate and revolted state

:

tiicrcfore the apostles of Jesus Christ were the ser-

vants of Ciod, according to the faith of God's elect.

Their doctrine agreed with the faith of all the elect

from tlie beginning; of the world, and was for pro])a-

p,ating and promoting of the same. Observe, There
rre elect ot God, (1 Pet. 1. 2. ) and in these the Holy
S,:irit works precious divine faith, proper to tliose

who are chosen to eternal life
; (2 Thess. 2. 13, 14.)

God hath from the beginning choseri you to salva-
tion, through suTictification of the Spirit, and belief

of the truth : whereto he called ijou by our gosfiel.

Faith is the first principle of sanctifiVation. And
the acknoivledging of the truth ivhich is after godli-

ness. The gospel is truth ; the great, " sure, and
saving truth, (Col. ]. 5.) the ivord of the truth of the

gosfirl. Divine faith rests not on fallible reasonings
or probal)k- o])inions, but on t';e infallible word, tlie

ti'uth itself, ivhich is after godliness, of a godlv na-

ture :ind tendency, pure, anrl purifying the heart of

tlie believer. By this mark judge of doctrines and
of sjiirits, whether they l)e of God or not ; what is

iminire, and i)rejudicial to true piety and practical

religion, cannot l)e of divine original ; all gospel-

truth is after godliness, teaching and nourishing re-

verence and fear of (iod, and obedience to him ; it is

truth not onlv to be known, but acknoii'ledged ; it

must be held forth in word and practice, Phil. 2. 15,

16. WjM the heart wan believes to righteousness,

and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation,

Rom. 10. 10. Such as retain the truth in unrigh-

teousness, neither know nor believe as they ouglit.

To bring to this knowledge and fiifh, and to the ac-

knowledging and profession of the truth which w
after godliness, is the great end of the gospel-minis-

try, even of the highest degree and order in it ; their

teachings should have this chief aim, to beget faith

and confirm in it. In (or for) hope of eternal life,

T'. 2. This is the further intent of the gospel, to

beget hope as well as faith ; to take off the mind and

heart from the world, and to raise them to heaven
and the things above. The faith and godliness of
Christians lead to eternal life, and give liope and
well-grounded expectation of it ; for God, that can-
not lie, hath promised it. It is the honour of God
that he cainiot lie or deceive ; and this is the com-
fort of believers, whose treasure is laid up in his
faithful promises.

Hut, How is he said to promise before the world
began ? A/iswer, By promise some understand his

decree, he purposed it in liis eternal counsels, which
was, as t were, his promise in embryo: or rather,
say some, 'urpc -^fivcuv -jiaiviuiv is before ancient ti?nes, or
many ages ago, referring to the promise daikly de-
livered, (k-n. 3. 15. Here is the stability and anti-

quity of the premise of eternal life to the saints

;

God, who cannot lie, hatli pioniised before the
world began, ntauy ages siiice. How excellent then
is the gt spel, wliich was the matter of divine pro-
mise so eai-ly ! how nuich to be esteemed by us,

and what thanks due for our privilege beyond those
l:)efore us ! Blessed are your eyes, for they see, Sec.

No wonder if the contempt of it be punished severe-
ly, since he has not only pr mised it of old ; but {v.

3.) ha/h in due time manifested his word through
/ireaching, that is, made that his promise so darkly
delivered of old, i?i due time, (the proper season be-
fore appointed,) nioi-e plain by preaching ; that
whicli some cMcd foolishness of Jireaching, has
been thus honoured. Faith comes by hearwg, and
hearing by the word of God, by the word preached.
IVhich is committed unto me. The ministry is a
trust ; none taketh this honour, but he who is there-
unto appointed ; and whoso is appointed and called,
must preach the word; (1 Cor. 9. 16.) Jioe is unto
me if I //reach not the gos/iel. Unpreaching minis-
ters are nf>ne of the apostles' successors. Accordingly
to the commandment of God otir Saviour; preaching 1

is a work appointed by G(id as a Saviour. See a proof \

here of Clirisc's deity, for by him was the gospel
committed to Paul when he was converted, (Acts 9.

(

15, 17. and ch. 22. 10, 14, 15.) and again when
;

Christ appeared to him, v. 17—21. He therefore
is this Saviour, not but that the whole Trinitv con-
cur therein ; the Father saves by the Son, through
the Spirit, and all concur in sending ministers. Let
none rest therefore in men's calling, without God's

;

he furnishes, inclines, authorises, and gives opportH-
nitv for the work.
n. Heie is the person written to, described,
1. By his name, Titus, a Gentile Greek, yet call-

ed both to the faith and ministry. Observe, The
grace of God is free and jiowerful. What worthi-
ness or pre])aration was there in one of heathen
stock and education ? •

2. He is described by his spiritual relation unto
the apostle ; ]\[ii:e own (or my genuine) son, not h-y

my natural generation, but by supernatural regene-
ration. / have begotten you through the gospel,
said he to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 4. 15. Ministers
are spiritual fathers to those whom thev are the
means of converting, and will tenderlv affect and
care for them, and must be answerably iegarded by
them. "J\fine own son after the common faith ; that
faith which is common to all the regenerate, "and
which thou hast in truth, and expressest to the
!:<•„ »> Yhis niiyht be said, to distinguish Titus frrmlife.

hypocrites and fdse teachers, and to recommend
him to the retiard of the Cretians, as being among
them a livelv image of the apostle himself, in faith,

and life, and heavenly doctrine. To this Titus, de-
servedly so dear to the apostle, is,

HI. The salutation and prayer, wishing all bles.«-

ings to him ; Grace, mercu, and peace, from God
the Father, and the Z; d Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Here are,

1. The blessings wished ; Grace, mercy, and



672 TITUS, I.

fieace. Grace, the free favour of God, and accept-

ance with him. Mercy, the fruits of that favour, in

pardon of sins, and freedom from all miseries by it,

both here and hereafter. And fieacc, the positive

effect, and fruit, of mercy. Peace w itli (iod through

Christ, who is our Peace, and with the creauircs

and ourselves; outward and inward peace, conipre-

hendin;^ all good whatsoever, that makes for our

happiness in time and to ctemity. Observe, Grace

is the fountain of all blessings.
' Mercy, and peace,

and all good, spring out of this. Get into God's fa-

vour, and all must be well ; foi-,

2. These are the jjersons from whom blessings

are wished. Frorn God the Father, the Fountain

of all ,^ood. Every blessing and comfort comes to

us from God as a Father ; he is the Father of all by

creation, but of the good by adoption and regenera-

tion. And the Lord Jesuh Christ our Saviour, as

the Way and means of procurement and convey-

ance. All is from the Father by the Son, who is

Lord by nature, Heir of all things, and our Lord,

Redeemer, and Head, ordering and ruling his mem-
bers. All ai-e put under him ; we hold of him, as in

cafiite, and owe subjection and obedience to him who
is also Jesus and Christ, the anointed Saviour, and

especially our Saviour, who believe in him, deliver-

ing us from sin and hell, and bringing us to heaven

and happiness. .

Thus tar is the preface to the epistle ; then follows.

The entrance into the matter, by signifying the

end of Titus's being left in Crete.

5. For this cause left I thee in Crete,

that thou shouldest set in order the things

that are wanting, and ordain elders in every

city, as I had appointed thee:

Here is the end expressed,

I. More generally ; For this cause left I thee in

Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that

are nvanting. This was the business of evangelists,

(in which office Titus was,) to water where the

apostles had planted
; (1 Cor. 3. 6.) fnithering and

finishing what they had begun ; so much i7niiopbS.a-if

imports, to order after another. Titus was to go on in

settling what the apostle himself had not time for, in

his short stay there. 1. Observ'e the apostle's great

diligence in the gospel ; when he had set things on

foot in one place, he hastened away to another. He
was debtor to the Greeks and to the Barbarians, and

laboured to s])read the gospel as far as he could

among them all. And, 2. Observe, too, his faith-

fulness and prudence. He neglected not the ])laces

that he went from ; but left some to cultivate the

voung plantation, and carrv on what was begun. 3.

(Observe his humility ; he disdained not to be helped

in his work, and that by such as were not of so high

a rank in the ministry, nor of so great gifts and fur-

niture, as himself; so that the gospr-l might be fur-

thered and the good of souls promoted, he willingly

used the hands of others in it ; a fit example for ex-

citing zeal and industr\-, and engaging to faithfulness

and care of the flork, and, present or absent, living

and dyinii;, for ministers, as much as in them lies, to

provide for tlie spiritual edification and comfort of

their people. We mav here also, A. Observe,

That Titus, though inferior to an a])ostle, yet was
above the ordinary fixed pastors or bishops, who
were to tend particular churches as their peculiar

stated charge ; but Titus was in a higher sphere, to

ordain such ordinary pastors where wanting, and
settle things in their first st;\te and form, and then to

pass to other places for like service as there might

De need. Titus was not only a minister of the catho-

lic church, (as all others also are,) but a catholic

minister. Others had power habitual, and in actu

primo, to minister any where, upon call and oppor-

tunity; but evangelists, such asTitus was, had poncr
in uctu secundo et exercito, and could exercise theii

ministry wlicrever they came, and claim mainte-
nance of the churches ; the)- were every where ac-
tually in tlieir diocese or province, and had right to

direct and preside among the ordinary pastois and
ministers. Wliere an apostle could act as an apos-
tle, an evangelist could as an evangelist ; for they
worked the work of the Lord, as they did, (1 Cor.
16. 10.) in a like imfixed and itinerant manner.
Here at Ciete Titus was but occasionally, and for

a short time ; Paul willed him to despatch the busi

ness he was left for, and cc^me to him at "Nicojjolis,

where he purjjosed to winter ; after tliis he was sent
to Corinth, was with the apostle at Rome, and was
sent thence into Dalmatia, which is the last we read
of him ill scripture, so that from thence no fixed
episcopacy in him does appear; he left Crete, and
we find not in scripture that he i-etunied thither any
more.

But, What power had either Paul or Titus her • .*

Was not what they did, an encroachment on the
rights of civil rulers ? Answer, In no sort, they came
not to meddle with the civil rights of any ; (Luke
12. 14.) JVho made me a judge or a diiider over
you? i'heir work was spiritual, to be carried on by
conviction and persuasi(>n, no way interfering with,
or prejudicing, or weakening, the power of magis-
trates, but securing and strengthening it rather ; the
things nvanting were not such as civil magistrates are
the fountains or authors of, Iiut divine and spiritual

ordinances, and appointments for spiiituiil ends, de-
rived from Christ the King and Head (^f the church :

for settling these was Titus left. And observe. No
easy thing is it to raise chuTxhes, and bring them to

perfection. Paul had himself been here labouring,

and yet were there things wanting ; materials are
out of square, need much hewing and fitting, to

bring them into right form, and, when they aj-e set

therein, to hold and keep them so. The best are
apt to decay and to go out of order. Ministers ai'i;

to help against this, to get what is am'ss rectified,

and what is wanting supplied, l^his in general was
Titus's work in Crete : and,

n. In special ; Fo ordain elders in every city, that

is, ministers, who were mostly nut of the elder, and
most understanding and experienced Christians;
or if younger in years, yet such as wer-e grave and
solid in their deportment and manners. These were
to be set where there was any fit luimber of Chris-
tians, as in larger towns and cities Avas usually the
case ; though villages too might have them where
there were Christians enough for it. These presby-
ters or elders were to have the ordinary and stated

care and charge of the churches ; to feed aiid go\cm
them, and pei'form all pastoral work and dutv in and
toward them. The word is used srnietimes more
largely for any who bear ecclesiastical fiuiction in

the church, and so the apostles were firrshvters or
ciders ; (1 Pet. 5. 1.) but here it is meant of ordina-

ry fixed pastors, M-ho laboured in the word and doc~
trine, and were over the churches in the Lord ; such
as are described here throughout the chapter. This
word fireshyter siSme use in the same sense as sacer-

dos, and translate it firiest ; a term not iriven to gos-

pel-ministers, unless in a figurative or allusive wav,
as all God's people are said to be made kings and
firifsts unto God, {'ttptic, not iD-piff/ivlipiKj^ to ( ffer up
s])iritnal sacrificcsof prayers, praises, and alms. But
properly we have no priests under the gosjjel, ex-

cei)t Christ alone, the High Priest ofour/irofrssion,

(Heb. 3. 1.) who offered up himself a Sacrifice to

God for us, and ever lives, in virtue thereof, to

make intercession in our behalf. Presbyters here
therefore are not proper priests, to offer sacrifices,

either typical or real ; but only gospel-ministers, to

dispense Christ's ordinances, and to frd the chun ''



of God, over which the Holy Ghost hath made them
overseers. 1. Observe, A church without a fixed

and standing ministry in it, is imperfect and wanting.

2. Observe, Where a fit number of believers is,

presbyters or elders must be set ; their continuance
an churches is as necessary as their first appoint-
ment, for {icrfccting the saints, and edifying the body

of Christ, till all come to a fierfect man in Christ, till

the whole number of God's chosen be called and
united to Christ in one body, and brought to their

full stature and strength, and that measure of grace
that is proper and designed for them, Eph. 4. 12,

13. \A'ork. this is, that must and will be doing to

the world's end, to which therefore the necessary
and aj)pointed means for it must last. What praise

is due to God for such an institution ! Wiiat thank-
fulness from those that enjoy the benefits of it !

What pity and prayer for such as want it ! Pi-ay
the Lord of the harvest, that he luill send forth la-

bourers into his harvest. Faith comes by hearing,
and is preserved, maintained, and made fruitful,

through it also. Ignorance and corruption, decays
of good and increase of all evil, come by want of a
teaching a-ad quickening ministry. On such accounts
therefore was Titus left in Crete, to set in order the

things that were luanting, and to ordain elders in

every city ; but this lie was to do, not ad libitu?n, or
|

according to his own will or fancy, but according to

apostolical direction. Which is,

III. The rule of his proceeding; .4s I had afi-

ftointedthee, probably when he was going from him,
and in the presence and hearing ot others ; which
now lie may refer to, not so much for Titus's own
sake as for the people's, that they might the more
readily yield obedience to Titus, knowing and ob-
serving that in what he did he was warranted and
supported by apostolic injunction and authority. As
under the law all things were to be made according
to the pattern shewn to Moses in the mount ; so

under the gospel all must be ordered and managed
according to the direction of Christ, and of his chief
ministers who were infallibly guided by him. Hu-
man traditions and inventions may not be brought
into the church of God. Prudent disposals for car-
rying on the ends of Christ's appointments, accord-
ing to the general rules of the word, such may, yea
must be ; but none may alter any thing in the sub-
stance of the faith or worship, or order and disci-

pline, of the churches. If an evangelist might not
do any thing but by appointment, much less may
others. The church is the house of God, and to

him it belongs to appoint the officers and orders of

it, as he jjleases : the as here refers to the qualifi-

cations and character of the elders that he was to

ordain ;
" Ordain elders in every city, as la/i/ioint-

cd thee, such as I liicn described, and shall now
again moi-e ])articularly point out to thee ;" which
he does from the sixth verse to tlie ninth inclusive.

The apostle next gives Titus directions about or-

dination, shewing whom he should ordain, and whom
not.

Of those whom he should ordain ; he points out

their qualifications and virtues ; such as respect their
j

life and manners, and such as relate to their doc-

trine : K.\\Qformer in the sixth, seventh, and eighth

verses, and the latter in the ninth.

6. If any be blameless, the husband of

one wife, having faithful children, not ac-

cused of riot, or unruly. 7. For a bishop

must be blameless, as the steward of God:
not self-willed, not soon angr}% not given to

wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;

8. But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good
men, sober, just, holy, temperate ; 9. Hold-
VoL. VI.—4 Q
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ing fast the faithful word as he hath been
taught, that he may be able by sound doc-
trine both to exhort and to convince the
gainsayers.

1. Their qualifications respecting their life and
manners, are,

1. More general ; Jf any be blameless; not abso-
lutely without fault, so none are, for there is none
that liveth and sinneth not; nor altogether un-
blamed, that is rare and hard ; Christ himself and
his apostles were l)lamed, though not worthy of it

;

in Christ there was certainly nothing blameable

;

and his apostles were not such as their enemies
charged them to be. But the meaning is. He must
be one who lies not under an ill character ; but ra-
ther must have a good report, e\en from those that
are without ; not grossly or scandalously guilty, so
as would bring reproach upon the holy function ; he
must not be such a one.

2. More particularly

:

(1.) There is his relative character; n his own
person he must be of conjugal chastity ; the husband
of one wife. The church of Rome says the husband
of no wife, but from the beginning it was not so;
marriage is an ordinance from which no profession
or calling is a bar; (1 Cor. 9. 5.) Have f, says St.

Paul, not flower to lead about a sister, a wife, as well
as other ajiostles? Forbidding to ?narry is one of the
erroneous doctrines of the antichristian church, 1
Tim. 4. 3. Not that ministers inust be married,
that is not meant ; but the husband of one wife, may
be either not having divorced his wife and married
another, (as was too common among them of the cir-

cumcision, even for slight causes,) or the husband of
one wife, that is, at one and the same time, no biga-
mist ; not that he might not be married to more than
one wife successively ; but, being married, he must
have but one wife at once, not two or more, accord-
ing to the too common sinful jjractice of those times,
by a perverse imitation of the patriarchs, from
which evil custom our Lord taught a reformation.
Polygamy is scandalous in any, as also having a har-
lot or concubine with his lawful wife; such sin, or
any wanton libidinous carriage, must be very re-
mote from such as would enter into so sacred a
function. And as to his chWdren, having faithful
children, obedient and good, brouglit up in the true
Christian faith, and living according to it, at least as
the endeavours of the parents can avail. It is for
the honour of ministers, that tlicir children be faith-
ful and pious, and such as become their religion.
.Yot accused of riot, or unruly ; not justly so ac-
cused, as haviiig given ground "and occasion for it

;

for otherwise the most innocent may be falsely so
charged ; thev must look to it therefore that there
be no colour for such censure. Children so faithful
and obedient and temperate, will be a good sign of
faithfulness and diligence in the ]:)arcnt, who has so
educated and instructed them ; and from his faith-
fulness in the less, there may be encouragement to
commit to him the greater, the rule and government
of the church of (jod.

The ground of this qualification is shewn from the
nature of his office ; (t-. 7.) For a bushofi must be
blameless, as the steward of God. Those before
termed presbyters, or elders, arc in this verse styled
bisho/is; and such they were, having no ordinary
fixed and standing officers above them. Titus's bu-
siness here, it is plain, was but occasional, and his
stay short, as was before noted. Having ordained
elders, and settled things in their due form, he went
and left all (for aught that appears in scripture) in

the hands of those elders whom the apostle here
calls bishofis and stewards of God. We read not in

the sacred writings of any successor he had in Crete

;
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but to those elders or bishops was committed the

full charge of feeding, ruling, and watching over,

their flock ; they wanted not any powers necessary

for carrying on religion and the ministry of it among
them, and deriving it down to succeeding ages.

Now, being such bishops and overseers of the flock,

who were to be examples to them, and God's stew-

ards to take care of the affairs of his house, to pro-

vide for and dispense to them things needful, here

is great reason that their character should be clear

and good, that they should be blameless. How else

could it be, but that religion must suffer, their work
be hindered, and souls prejudiced and endangered,

Avhom they were set to save ? These are the quali-

fications, relative, with the ground of them.

(2. ) The more absolute ones are expressed

;

[1.] Negatively, shewing what an elder or bishop

must not be ; 7iot self-willed. The prohibition is of

large extent, excluding self-opinion, or overweening
conceit of parts and abilities, and abounding in one's

own sense ; self-love, and self-seeking, making self

the centre of all ; also self-confidence and trust, and
self-pleasing, little regarding or setting by othi'rs

;

not proud, stubborn, froward, inflexible, set on one's

own will and way ; or churlish, as Nabal : such is

the sense expositors have affixed to the term. A
great honour it is to a minister not to be thus affect-

ed, to be ready to ask and to take advice, to be ready
to defer as much as reasonably may be to the mind
and will of others, becoming all things to all men,
that they may gain some. Mt soon angry, /u>i opyiKov,

not one of a hasty angry tem/ier, soon and easily

provoked and inflamed. How unfit are they to go-

vern a church, who cannot govern themselves, or

their own turbulent and unruly passions ! The mi-
nister must be meek and gentle, and patient towards
all men. J^ot given to wine ; there is no greater

reproach on a minister than to be a wine-bibber, one
who loves it, and gives himself undue liberty this

way, who continues at the wine or strong drink till

it inflames him. Seasonable and moderate use of

this, as of the other good creatures of God, is not

unlawful ; Use a little wine for thy stomach's sake,

and thine often infirmities, said Paul to Timothy, 1

Tim. 5. 23. But excess therein is shameful in all,

especially in a minister. iVine takes away the heart,

turns the man into a brute : here most proper is that

exhortation of the apostle, (Eph. 5. 18.) Be not

drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled

•with the Sfiirit. Here is no exceeding, but in the

former too easily there may : take heed therefore

of going too near the brink. JVo striker, in any quar-
relsome or contentious manner, not injuriously or

out of revenge, with cruelty or unnecessary rough-
ness. A''ot given to filthy lucre ; not greedy of it,

/as 1 Tim. 3. 3.) whereby is not meant refusing a

just return for their labours, in order to their neces-

sary support and comfort ; but not making gain their

first or chief end ; entering into the ministry or ma-
naging of it with base worldly views. Nothing is

more unbecoming a minister, who is to direct his

own and others' eyes to another world, than to be
too intent upon this. It is called filthy lucre, from
its defiling the soul that inordinately affects or
greedily looks after it, as if it were any otherwise de-
sirable than for the good and lawful uses of it. Thus
of the negative part of the bishop's character. But,

[2.] Positively he must be, {v. 8.) A lover ofhos-
fiitality, as an evidence that he is not given to filthy

lucre, but is willing to use what he has to the best
purposes, not laying up for himself, so as to hinder
charitable laying out for the good of others ; receiv-

ing and entertaining strangers, (as the word im-
ports,) a great and necessary office of love, espe-

cially in those times of affliction and distress, when
Chnstians were made to fly and wander for safety

from persecution and enemies, or in travelling to

and fro where there were not such public houses for

reception as in our days ; nor, it may be, had many
poor saints sufficiency of their own for such uses

—

then to receive and entertain them was good and
pleasing to God. And such a spirit and practice,
according to ability and occasion, is very becoming
such as should be examples of good works. A lover

ofgood men, or of good things ; ministers should be
exemplary in both ; this will evidence their open
piety, and likeness to God and their Master Jesus
Christ; Do good to all, but esfiecially to them of the
household offaith, those who are the excellent of
the earth, in whom should be all our delight. Sober,
or prudent, as the word signifies ; a needful gj-ace in

a minister both for his ministerial and personal car-
riage and management. He should be a wise stew-
ard, and one who is not rash, or foolish, or heady

;

but who can govern well his passions and affections.

Just, in things belonging to civil life, and moral righ-
teousness and equity in dealings, giving to all their

due. Holy, in what concerns religion ; one who re-

verences and worships God, and is of a spiritual and
heavenly conversation. Temfierate ; it comes from
a word that signifies strength, and denotes one who
has power over his appetite and affections, or, in

things lawful, can, for good ends, restrain and
hold them in. Nothing is more becoming a minister
than such things as these ; sobriety, temjierance,

justice, and holiness ; sober in respect of himself,

just and righteous towards all men, and //o/y toward
God. And thus of the qualifications respecting the
minister's life and manners ; relative and absolute,

negative and positive ; what he must not, and what
he must, be and do. Now,

II. As to doctrine :

1. Here is his duty ; holdingfast thefaithful word,
as he has beeji taught ; keepmg close to tlie doctrine

of Christ, the word of his grace, adhering thereto

according to the instructions he has received ; hold-

ing it fast in his own belief and profession, and in

teaching others. (1.) Observe, The word of God,
revealed in the scripture, is a true and infallible

word ; the word of him that is the Amen, the true

and faithful Witness, and whose Spirit guided the

penmen of it. Holy men ofGod shake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost. (2.) Ooserve, Ministers

must hold fast, and hold forth, the faithful word in

their teaching and life. I have kejit the faith, was
Paul's comfort, (2 Tim. 4. 7.) and not shunned to

declare the whole counsel of God ; there was his

faithfulness. Acts 20. 27.

2. Here is the end ; that he be able by sound doc-

trine, both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers,

to persuade and draw others to the true faith, and
convince the contrary-minded. How should he do

this, if he himself were uncertain or unsteady, not

holding fast that faitliful word and sound doctrine,

which should he the matter of this teaching, and

the means and ground of convincing those that oj)-

pose the truth ? We see here summarily the great

work of the ministry—to exhort those wjio arc will-

ing to know and do their dutv ; and so convince

them that contradict ; both which arc to be done by
sound doctrine, in a rational instructive way, by
scripture-arguments and testimonies, whicli are the

infallible words of truth, what all may and should

rest and be satisfied in and determined by. And
thus of the qualifications of the elders whom Titus

was to ordain.

The apostle's directory shews whom he should

reject or avoid—men of afiother character, the men-
tion of whom is brought in as a reason of the care

he had recommended about the qualifications of mi-

nisters, why they should be such, and only such, as

he had described. The reasons he takes both from
bad teachers and hearers among them, from v. 10,

to the end.



1 0. For there are many unruly and vain
talkers and deceivers, especially they of the

circumcision: 1 1. Whose mouths must be
stopped, who subvert whole houses, teach-

ing things which they ought not, for filthy

lucre's sake.

1. Those false teachers are described. They
were unruly, headstrong and ambitious of power,
refractory and untractable, (as some render it,) and
such as would not bear or submit themselves to the
discipline and necessary order in the church, im-
patient of good government and of sound doctrine.

^1lid vain talkers and deceivers; conceiting them-
selves to be wise, but really foolish, and thence great
talkers, falling into errors and mistakes, and fond
of them, and studious and industrious to draw others
into the same. Many such there were, especially

they of the circumcision, converts, as they pretend
at least, from the Jews, who yet were for mingling
Judaism and Christianity together, and so making
a corrupt medley. These were the false teachers.
And,

2. There is the apostle's direction how to deal
with them ; {v. W.) Their mouths must be stofified

;

not by outward force
; (Titus had no such power,

nor are those the gospel-methods ;) but by confuta-
tion and conviction, shewing them their error, not
giving place to them even for an hour. In case of
obstinacy indeed, breaking the peace of the church,
and corrupting other churches, censures are to have
place ; the last means for recovering the faulty, and
preventing the hurt of many. Observe, Faithful mi-
nisters must oppose seducers in good time, that,

their folly being made manifest, they may proceed
no further.

3. The reasons are given for this. (1.) From the
pernicious effects of their errors ; They subvert
whole houses, teaching things which they ought not

;

the necessity of circumcision, and of keeping the
law of Moses ; so subverting the gospel and soul: rf
men ; not some few only, but whole mmilies. It

was unjustly charged on the apostles, that they turn-
ed the world upside down ; but justly on these false

teachers, that they drew many from the true faith to

their ruin : the mouths of such should be stopped
;

especially considering, (2.) Their base end in what
they do ; forfilthy lucre's sake, serving a worldly in-

terest under pretence of religion ; love of money is

the root of all ex'il. Most fit it is, that such should
be resisted, confuted, and put to shame, bv sound
doctrine, and reasons from the scriptures. Thus of
the grounds respecting the bad teachers.

Ill reference to their people or hearers, who are
('escribed from ancient testimony given of them.

1 2. One of themselves, even a prophet of

their own, said, The Cretians are always
liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. 13. This
witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them
sharply, that they may be sound in the

faith -, 1 4. Not giving heed to Jewish fables,

and commandments of men, that turn from
the truth.

I. Here is the \vitness; (t. 12.) One ofthemselves,
even a prophet of their own, said ; one of the Cre-
tians, not of the Jews, F^pimcnides a Greek poet,

likely to know, and unlikely to slander them : a
prophet of their own ; so their poets were account-
ed, writers of divine oracles : these often witnessed
against the vices of the people : Aratus, Epimenides,
and others among the Greeks ; Horace, Juvenal,
and Persius, among the Latins : much smartness did
they use against divers vices.
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II. Here is iho matter of his testimony, K/)Jtic iti
4«S(rTit/, xaxi t)«/i/«, ycta-Tifi; ipyx)— The Cretians are
always liars, evil beasts, slow bellies; to a proverb,
they were infamous for falsehood and lying; Kpxri-
^tiY, to play the Cretian, or to lie, is the same ; and
they were compared to evil beasts, for their sly hurt-
fulness and savage nature ; and called slow 'bellies,

for their laziness and sensuality, more inclined to
eat than to work and live by some honest employ-

J

ment. Observe, Such scandalous vices as were the
reproach of heathens, should be far from Christians :

falsehood and lying, invidious craft and crueltj', all

!
beastly and sensual practices, and idleness' and
sloth, are sins condemned by the light of nature ; for
these were the Cretians taxed by their own poets."
And,

III. Here is the verification of this bv the apostle
himself; {v. 13.) This ^vitness is true. 'The apostle
saw tno much ground for that character. The tem-
per of some nations is more inclined to some vices
than others. The detians were too generally such
as here described, slothful and ill-natured, false and
perfidious, as the apostle himself vouches. And
thence,

IV. He instructs Titus how to deal with them
,

Wherefore rebuke them sharply. When Paul wrote
to Timothy, he bade him instruct with meekness;
but now when he writes to Titus, he bids him re-
buke them sharply. The reason of the difference
may be taken either from the different temper of
Timothy and Titus ; the former might have more
keenness in his disposition, and apt to be warm in
reproving, whom therefore he bids to rebuke with
meekness ; and the latter (Titus) might be one of
more mildness, therefore he quickens him, and bids
him rebuke sharply. Or rather it was from the
difference of the case and people : Timothy had a
more polite people to deal with, and therefore he
must rebuke them with meekness; and Titus had to
do with those who were more rough and uncultivated,
and therefore he mu^t reivJct them, sharply . their
corruptions were many and gross, and committed
without shame or modesty, and therefore should be
dealt \yith accordingly. There must in reproving
be a distinguishing between sins and sins; some are
more gross and heinous in their nature, or in the
manner of their commission, with openness and
boldness, to the greater dishonour of God, and dan-
ger and hurt to men : and between sinners and sin-
ners; some are of a more tender and tractable tem-
per, apter to be wrought on by gentleness, and to be

!
sunk and discouraged by too much roughness and

I

severity ; others more hardy and stubborn, and need-
ing more cutting language to beget remorse and

I

shame. Wisdom therefore is requisite to temper
and manage reproofs aright, as mav be most likely
to do good

; (Judc 22, 23. ) Ofsome have compassion,
• making a difference: and others save with fear,
' pulling them out of the fre. The Cretians' sins

;

and corruptions were many, great, and habitual

;

therefore they must be rebuked sharply. But that
such direction might not be misconstrued,
V. Here is the end of it noted ; that they may be

sound in thefaith, {v. 14.) not gri<ing heed to Jewish
I

fables, and commandments of men, that turn from
i
the truth ; that they may be, and shew themselves,

' truly and effectually changed from such evil temper
and manners as those Cretians in their natural state
lived in, and might not adhere to or regard (as some
who were converted might be too ready to do) the
Jewish traditions, and superstitions of the Pharisees,
which would be apt to make them disrelish the gos-

;

pel, and the sound and wholesome truths of it.

1. Observe, The sharpest reproofs must aim at the
good of the reproved ; they must not be of malice or
hatred or ill-will, but of love ; not to gratify pride,
passion, or any evil affection in the reprover, but to
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reclaim and reform the erroneous and the guilty. 2.

Observe, Soundness in the faith is most desirable

and necessary. This is the soul's liealth and \'igour,

pleasing to God, comfortable to the Christian, and
what makes ready to be cheerful and constant in

duty. 3. Observe, A special means to soundness in

the faith, is, to turn away the ear from fables and the

fancies of men ; (1 Tim. 1. 4.) Al-U/ier give heed to

fables and endless genealogies, that minister ques-

tions rather than edijfi/ing, which is in faith. So ch.

4. 7. Refuse profane and old wives' fables, and ex-
ercise thyself rather to godliness. !• ancies and de-

\ices of men in the worship of God are contrary to

truth and piety. Jewish ceremonies and rites, that

were at first divine appointments, d\e substance be-

ing come, and their season and use over, are now
but unwarranted commands of men, which not only

stand not with, but turn from, the truth, the pure
gospel-truth and spiritual worship, set up by Chi'ist

instead of that bodily service under the law. 4.

Observe, A fearful judgment it is, to be turned away
from the truth ; to leave Christ for Moses, the spi-

ritual worship of the gospel for the carnal ordinances
of the law, or the true divine institutions and pre-
cepts for human inventions and appointments. PVho
hath bewitched you, (said Paul to the Galatians, ch.

3. 1. ) that ye should not obey the truth ? Having be-

gun in the Sjiirit, are ye made perfect by the Jiesh ?
Thus having shewn the end of sharply reproving the
corrupt and vicious Cretians, that they might be
sound in the faith, and not heed Jewish fables and
commands of men,

VI. He gives the reasons of this, from the liberty

we have by the gospel from legal observances, and
the evil and mischief of a Jewish spirit under the
Christian dispensation, in the two Isl'sX. verses:

1 5. Unto the pure all things are pure

:

but unto them tliat are defiled and unbe-

lieving is nothing pure; but even their

mind and conscience is defiled. 16. They
profess that they know God ; but in works
they deny him., being abominable, and dis-

obedient, and unto every good work repro-

bate.

To good Christians that are sound in the faith and
thereby purified, all things are pure ; meats and
drinks, and such tilings as were forbidden under the

law, which observances some still maintain, in these

there is now no such distinction, all are pure, lawful

and free in their use ; but to them that are defiled

and unbelieving, mAliing is fiure ; things lawful and
good they aljuse and turii to sin ; they suck poison

out of that from whicli others draw sweetness ; be-

cause their mind and conscience, those leading fa-

culties, are defiled, a taint is derived to all they do.

The sacrifice of the wicked is an ahoviination to the

J^ord, Prov. 15. 8. And ch. 21. 4. The fdoughing
of the wicked is sin, not in itself, but as done by iiim

;

the carnuliiy of the mind and heart mars all the la-

bour of tlie hand.
Objection. But are not these judaizers, (as ye call

*.hem,) men who ];)r()fess leligion, and .speak well

of God and Christ, and righteousness ot life, and
tliouUl thev be so severely taxed ? Answer, {v. 1(5.)

'Theii firopss that thry know (iod ; but in works
they deny him, being aboTninuble, and disobedient,

anil to n.>rn/ good work rrfirobate. Tliere are manv
who in word and tongue jii-ofcss to know (iod, and
vet in their lives and conversations deny and reject

him ; their practice is a contradiction to their pro-

fession. They come unto litre as the /iro/ile cometh,

and they sit before thee as my fieofde, and they hear

Ihy words, but they will not do them: with their

tnouths they shew much love, but their heart gocth

after their covetdusness, Ezek. 33. 31. Being abo-
minable, and disobedient, and to every good work
reprobate. The apostle, instructing Titus to rebuke
sharply, does himself rebuke sharply ; he gives them
very hard words

;
yet doubtless no harder than their

case warranted, and their need required. Being
abominable—^^tkuKTo), deserving that God and good
men should turn away their eyes from them as nau-
seous and offensive. And disobedient—^Triihut, un-
persuadable and tinbelicving. They might do di-
vers things ; but it was not the obedience offaith, not
what was commanded or short of the command. To
every good work reprobate, without skill or judg-
ment to do any thing aright. See the miserable con-
dition of hypocrites, such as have a form of godli-

ness, but without the power; yet let us not be so
ready to fix this charge on others, as careful that
it agree not to ourselves, that there be not in us an
evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living
God ; but that we be sincere and without offence till

the day of Christ, beingfilled with thefruits of righ-
teousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory
ajid firaise of God, Phil. 1. 10, 11.

CHAP. II.

The apostle here directs Titus about the faithful discharge
of his own office, generally, (v. 1.) and particularly, as to

several sorts of persons
;

( v. 2 . . 10. ) and gives the grounds
of these and of other following directions, (v. 11 . . 14.) with
a summary direction in the close, v. 15.

1 .
~0 UT speak thou the tilings which be-

J3 come sound doctrine :

Here is the third thing in the matter of the epis-
tle. In the chapter foregoing, the apostle had di-

rected Titus about matters of government, and to
set in order the things that were wanting in the
churches. Now here he exhorts him,

1. Generally, to a faithful discharge of his own
office. His ordaining others to preacli, would not
excuse himself from preaching, nor miglit lie take
care of ministers and elders only, but lie must in-

struct private Christians also in their duty, 'i'he

adversative particle {but) here, points back to the
corrupt teachers, who vented /aA/e-s, things vain and
unprofitable: in opposition to them, says he, "But
speak thou the things that become sound doctrine,

what is agreeable to the word, which is pure and
uncorrupt, healthful and nourishing to eternal life."

(1.) Observe, The true doctrines of the gospel are
sound doctrines, formally and effectively ; they are
in themselves good and holy, and make the believ-
ers so ; they make fit foi-, and vigorous in, the ser-
vice of God. (2.) Observe, Ministers must be care-
ful to teach only such truths. If the common talk

of Christians must be uncorrufit to the use of edify-
ing, such as may minister grace to the hearers, (Ej)h.

4. 29.) much more must ministers' preaching be
such. Thus the apostle exhorts Titus generally .

and then,

2. Specially and particularly, he instructs him to

apj)ly this sound docti-inc to several sorts of j)ersons,

from T'. 2—10. Ministers must not stay in generals,

but must divide to every one his portion, what be-
longs to his age or place or condition of life ; they
must be ])articular as well as practical in their

j)rcaching ; they must teach men their duty, and
must teach all and each his duty. Here is an ex-
cellent Christian directory, accommodated to the
old and to the young ; to men and women ; to the
])reaclier himself and unto servants.

2. That the aged men be sober, grave,

l«Mnperale, sound in failh, in cliarity, in pa-

tience:

Rv frged "ic't some understand elders by office, ir
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eluding deacons, &c. But it is rather to be taken
of the aged in fioint of years. Old disciples of Christ

must conduct themselves in every thing agreeably

to the Christian doctrine. That the aged men be

sober; not thinking that the decays of nature,

which they feel in old age, will justify them in any
inordinacy or intemperance, whereby they con-

ceit to repair them ; they must keep measure in

things, both for health and for fitness, for counsel

and example to the younger. Grave: levity is un-
becoming in any, but especially in the aged ; they
should be composed and stayed, ^rave in habit,

speech, and behaviour ;
gaudiness m di'ess, levity

and vanity in the behaviour, how unbeseeming in

their years ! Temfierate : moderate and prudent,

one who governs well his passions and affections, so

as not to be hurried away by them to any thing that

is evil or indecent. Sound in the faith, sincere and
steadfast, constantly adhering to the truth fif the

gospel, not fond of novelties, or ready to run into

corrupt opinions or parties, or to be taken with

Jewish fables or traditions, or the dotages of their

Jlabbins. Those who are full of years should be full

/of grace and goodness, the inner 7nan renewing

( more and more as the outer decays. In charity, or

love; this is fitly joined with /a/M, which works by,

and must be seen in, love, love to God and men,
and soundness therein ; it must be sincere love,

without dissimulation ; love of God for himself, and
of men for God's sake ; the duties of the second
table must be done in virtue of those of the first

;

love to men as men, and to the saints as the excel-

lent of the earth, in whom must be special delight
;

and love at all times, in adversity as well as pros-

perity. Thus must there be soundness in charity or
love. And in patience. Aged persons are apt to be
peevish, fretful, and passionate ; and therefore need
to be on their guard against such infirmities and
temptations. Faith, love, and patience, are three
main CMiristian graces, and soundness in these is

much of gospel-perfection. There is enduring and
waiting patience, both must be looked after ; to

bear eviln becomingly, and contentedly to luant the

good till we are fit for it and it for us, being fol-
lowers of them who through faith and patience in-

herit the promises. Thus as to the aged men.

3. The a2;cd women likewise, that they

he in behaviour as becometh holiness, not
false accusers, not given to much wine,
teachers of good things;

These also must be instructed and warned. Some
by these aged women understand the deaconesses,
who were mostly employed in looking after the poor
and tending the sick ; but it is rather to be taken (as

we render it) of all aged women professing religion,

they must be in behaviour as becometh holiness ; both
men and women must accommodate their behaviour
to their profession ; those virtues before mentioned,
sobriety, gravity, temperance, soundness in thefaith,
charity, and patience, recommended to aged men,
are not proper to them only, but applicable to both
sexes, and to be looked to by aged women as well as I

men ; women are to hear and learn their duty from
the word, as well as the rnen: there is not one way
of salvation for one sex or sort, and another for an-
other ; but both must learn and practise the same
things, both as aged and as Christians ; the virtues

and duties are common. That the aged women like-

wise, as well as the men, be in behaviour as becom-
eth holiness ; or as beseems and is proper for holy
persons, sxich as they profess to be, and should be ;

keeping a pious decency and decorum in clothing

and gesture, in looks and speech, and all their de-
portment ; and this from an inward principle and
nabit of holiness, influencing and ordering the out-

ward conduct at all times. Observe, Though ex
press scripture do not occur, or be not brought, for
every word, or look, or fashion in particular; yet
general rules there are, according to which all must
be ordered ; (1 Cor. 10. 31.) Whatever ye do, do alt
to the glory of God. And Phil. 4. 8. IVhatsocver
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, what-
soever things are Just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are
ofgood report, if there be any virtue, and if there be
any praise, think on these things. And here, what-
soever things are beseeming or unbeseeming holi
ness, form a measure and rule of carriage to be look-
ed to. JVot false accusers—/am if/a/giAoc, no calum
niators or sowers of discord, slandering and backbit
ing their neighbours, a great and too common fault

;

not only loving to speak, but to speak ill, of people,
and to separate very friends. A slanderer is one
whose tongue is set onjire of hell: so much, and so
directly, do these do the IJevil's work, that for it

the Devil's name is given to such. This is a sin con-
trary to the great duties of love, justice, and equity
between one another ; it springs often from malice
and hatred, or envy, and such like evil causes, to be
shunned as well as the effect. J\''ot given to much
wine ; the word denotes such addictedness thereto,
as to be under the power and inastery of it. This
is unseemly and evil in any, but especially in this
sex and age, and too much to be found among the
Greeks of that time and place. How immodest
and shameful, corrupting and destroying purity
both of body and mind ! Of what evil example and
tendency, unfitting for the next thing, which is a
positive duty of aged matrons, to be teachers of
good things! Not public preachers, that is forbid-
den, (1 Cor. 14. 34. Ipermit not a woman to s/ieak
in the church,) but otherwise, teach they may and
should, that is, by e.vample and good life. Whence
observe. Those whose actions and I'jehaviour be
come holiness, arc thei-cby teachers ofgood things,
and beside that, they may and should also teach by
doctrinal instruction at home, and in a ])rivate way.
Prov. 31. 1. The wo7-ds of king Lemuel, the prophecy
his mother taught him. Such a woman is praised

;

(v. 26.) Sheopeneth her mouth with wisdo?n, and in
her tongue is the law of kindness. Teachers ofgood
things are opposed to teachers of things corrupt, or
to what is trifling and vain, of no good use or ten-
dency ; old wives' fables, or superstitious sayings and
observances ; in opposition to these, their' business
is, and they may be called on to it, to be teachers of
good things. For,
There are lessons for young women also, which

the aged women must teach, and instruct and advise
them in, the duties of religion according to their
years.

4, That they may teach the young wo-
men to be sober, to love their husbands, to

love their children, 5. To 6r discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own
husbands, that the word of God be not
blasphemed.

For teaching such things aged women have often
better access than the men, even than ministers
have ; and which therefore they must improve in
instructing the young women, especially the young
wives ; for he speaks of their duty to their husbands
and children. These young women the more aged
must teach,

1. To bear a good personal character ; To be so-
ber and discreet, contrary to the vanity and rashness
which younger years are subject to : discreet in their
judgments, and sober in their affections and beha-
viour. Discreet and chaste stand well together;



678 TITUS, II.

many expose themselves to fatal temptations by that

which at first might be but indiscretion, Prov. 2. 11.

Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall

keep, theefrom the evil way. Chaste, and keepers at

home, ai"e well joined too. Dinah, when she went
to see the daughters of the land, lost her chastity.

Those whose home is their prison, it is to be feared,

feel that their chastity is their fetters. Not but there

are occasions, and will be, of going abroad ; but a

gadding temper for merriment and company sake,

to the neglect of domestic affairs, or from uneasiness

at being in her place, that is the opposite evil in-

tended, which is commonly accompanied with, or

draws after it, other evils. 1 Tim. 5. 13, 14. They
learn to be idle, wandering from house to house;

and not only idle, but tattlers also and busy-bodies,

speaking things which they ought not. Their busi-

ness is to guide the house, and should gh'e no occa-

sion to the enemy to speak reproachfully. Good,

generally, in opposition to all vice ; and specially, in

her place, kind, helpful and charitable ; as Dorcas,

full of good works and almsdeeds. Also it may
have, as some think, a more particular sense, one of

a meek and yet cheerful spirit and temper, not sul-

len or bitter or taunting, or fretting and galling any ;

not of a troublesome or jarring disposition, uneasy in

herself and to those about her ; but of a good nature

and pleasing conversation, and likewise helpful by

her advice and pains : thus building her house, and
doing her husband good, aiul not evil, all her days.

Thus in their personal character sober, discreet,

chaste, keepers at home, and good: and.,

2. In their relative capacities, to love their hus-

bands, and to be obedient to them : and where there

is true love, this will be no difficult command. God,

in nature, and by his will, hath made this subordi-

nation ; (1 Tim. 2. 12.) / suffer not a woman to

usurp authority over the inan: and, {v. 13.) the

reason is added ; For Jdam was first formed,

thai Eve. Jdam was not deceived, b ut the woman,
being deceived, was in the transgj-ession. She fell

first, and was the means of seducing the husband.

She was given to be a helper, but proved a mo.st

grievous hinderer, even the instrument of his fall

and ruin, on which, the bond of subjection was co;i-

firmed, and tied faster on her ;
(Gen. 3. 16.) Thy

desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over

thee, with less easiness, it may be, than before. It

is therefore doubly enjoined : first in innocency,

when was settled a subordination of nature, Adam
being first formed, and then Eve, and the woman be-

ing taken out of the man ; a?id then upon the fall, the

woman being first in the transgression, and seducing

the man ; here now began to be a subjection not so

easy and comfortable, being part of the penalty in

her case ; yet through Christ is this nevertheless a

sanctified state ;
(Eph. 5. 22.) Wives, submit your-

selves xinto your own husbands, as unto the Lord

;

as owning Christ's authority in them, whose image
they bear

; for the husband is the head of the wife,

even as Christ is the Head of the Church: and he is

the saviour of the body. God would have a resem-
blance of Christ's authority over the church, held

forth in the husband's over the wife. Christ is the

Head of the Church, to protect and save it, and to

supply it with all good, and secure or deliver it from
evil ; and so is the husband over the wife, to keep
lier from injuries, and to provide comfortably for

her, according to his aliihty. Therefore as the

church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be

unto their own husbands, as is fit in the Lord, (Col.

3. 18.) as stands with the law of Christ, and is for

his and the Father's gloiy. It is not then an abso-

lute, or unlimited, or a slavish subjection that is re-

quired ; but a loving subordination, to prevent disor-

(ier or confusion, and to further all the ends of the

relation. Thus in reference to the husbands, wives

must be instructed in their duties of love and subjec
tion to them, ylnd to love their children, not with a
natural affection only, but a spiritual ; a love spring-
ing from a holy sanctified heart, and regulated by
the word ; not a fond foolish love, indulging them in

evil, neglecting due reproof and correction where
necessary ; but it must be a regular Christian love,

shewing itself in their pious education, forming their

life and manners aright, taking care of their s(mls as
well as of their bodies, of their spiritual welfare as
well as of their temporal ; of the former chiefly and
in the first place. The i-eason is added

—

that the

word of God may not be blasphemed. Failures in

such relative duties would be greatly to the reproach
of Christianity. "What are these the better for

this their new religion ?" would the infidels be
ready to say. The word of God and gospel of Christ
are pure, excellent, and glorious, in themselves;
and their excellency should be expressed and shewn
in the lives and conduct of their professors, especial-

ly in relati%e duties ; failures here bring disgrace.

Rom. 2. 24. The name of God is blasphemed among
the Geritiles through you. "Judge what a God he
is," would they be ready to say, " by these his ser-

vants ; and what his word, and doctrine, and re-

ligion, are by these his followers." Thus would
Christ be wounded in the house of his friends. Thus
of the duties of the younger women.
Here is the duty of young men.

6. Young men likewise exhort to be so-

ber-minded :

They are apt to be eager and hot, thoughtless and
precipitant ; therefore must be earnestly called upon
and exhorted to be considerate, not rash ; advisable

and submissive, not wilful and lieadstrong ; humble
and mild, not haughty and proud ; for there are

more young people ruined by pride than by any other
sin. The young should be grave and solid in their

deportment and manners, joining the seriousness of

age with the liveliness and vigour of youth. This
will make even those younger years to pass to good
purpose, and yield matter of comfortable reflection,

when the evil days come ; it will be preventive of

much sin and sorrow, and lay the ground for doing

and enjoying much good. Such shall not mourn at

the last, but have peace and comfort in death, and
after it a glorious crown of life. Now with these

instructions to Titus, respecting what he should

teach others—the aged men tmd women, and the
younger of both sexes, (Titus himself probably at

this time being a young man also,) the apostle inserts

some directions to himself. He could not expect so

successfully to teach others, if he did not conduct
himself well both in his conversation and preaching.

7. In all things shewing thyself a pattern

of good works : in doctrine s/icwiii^- uncor-

ruptness,gravity,sincerity, 8. Sound speech,

that cannot be condemned ; that he who is

of the contrary part, may be asfliamed, hav-

ing no evil thing to say of you.

1. Here is direction for his conversation ; /// all

things shewing thyself a pattern of good works.

Without this, he "would pull down with one liand.

what he l)uilt with the other. Observe, Preachers

of good works must be pattcnis of them also
; good

doctrine and good life must go together. 77/6?^ that

teachcst another, teachest thou not thyself? A defect

here is a great blemish and a great hinderance. In
all things ; some read above all things, or above all

men. Instructing and informing others in the par-

ticulars of their duty, is necessary, and, above all

things, example, esj)ecially that of the teacher him-
self, is needful ; hereby both light and influence are
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more likely to go together. " Let them see a lively

image of those virtues and graces in thy life, which
must be in their's. Example may both teach and
impress the things taught ; when they see purity

and gravity, sobriety and all good life in thee, they

may be more easily won and brought thereto them-
selves ; they may become pious and holy, sober and
righteous, as thou art." Ministers must be eocam-

files to the Jiock, and the people followers of them,
as they are of Christ. And here is direction,

2. t or his teaching and doctrine, as well as for his

life ; In doctrine, shewing uncorrufitness, gravity,

sincerity, sound sfieech, that cannot be condemned.
They must make it appear that the design of their

preaching is purely to advance the honour of God,
the interest of Christ and his kingdom, and the wel-

fare and happiness of souls ; that this office was not

entered into, or used, with secular views, not from
ambition or covetousness, but a pure aim at the s])i-

ritual ends of its institution. In their preaching
therefore, the display of wit or paits, or of human
learning or oratory, is not to be affected ; but somid
sjieech must be used, which cannot be condemned ;

scripture-language, as far as well may be, in ex-
pressing scripture truths. This is sound sfieech,

that canjiot be condemried. We have more than
once these duties of a minister set together ; (1 Tim.
4. 16.) Take heed to thyself, and to thy doctrine:

and V. 12. of the same chapter, " Let no man despise

thy youth, but be thou an examjile of believers tJi

ivord ; in thy speech, as a Christian, being grave,
serious, and to the use of edifying ; and in thy
preaching, that it be the pure word of God, or what
IS agreeable to it, and founded on it ; thus be an ex-
ample 7'n ivord: and in conversation ; the life cor-

responding with the doctrine. In doing this, thou
shalt both save thyselfand them that hear thee. " In
2 Tim. 3. 10. Thou hast fully knoiv?i my doctrine

and manner of life, (says the same apostle,) how
I

agreeable these have been. And so must it be with
others ; their teaching must be agreeable to the
word, and their life with the teaching. This is the
true and good minister ; (1 Thess. 2. 9, 10.) Labour-
ing night and day, we preached to you the gospel of
God ; and ye are our witnesses, and God also, how
holily and justly, and unblamably, we behaved our-
selves among you. This must be looked to, as the
next words shew : which are,

3. The reason both for the strictness, of the mi-
nister's life, and the gravity and soundness of his

preaching ; 77/0^ he who is of the contrary part,

may be asha?ned, hax'ing no evil thing to say of you.
Adversaries would be seeking occasion to reflect, and
would do so, could they find any tiling amiss in doc-
trine or life ; but if both were right and good, such
ministers might set calumny itself at defiance ; they

j

would have no evil thing to say justly, and so must
be ashamed of their opposition. Observe, Faithful i

ministers will have enemies watching for their halt-

ing ; such as will endeavour to find or pick holes in
'

their teaching or behaviour ; the more need there-

fore for them to look to themselves, that no just oc-

casion be found against them. Opposition and ca-

lumnv perhaps may not be escaped, men of corrupt

minds will resist the truth, and often reproach the

preachers and professors of it ; but let them see,
j

that with well-doing they put to silence the ignorance

offoolish men ; that when they speak ex'ilofthem as

evil-doers, they jnay be ashamed, who falsely ac-

cuse their good conversatioii in Christ. This is the
direction to Titus himself, and so of the duties of

free persons, male and female, old and young. Then
follow the directions respecting servants.

9. Exhort servants to be obedient unto
]

their own masters, and to please them well

in all things; not answering again ; 10. Not

!

purloining, but shewing all good fidehty.

that they may adorn the doctrine of God
our Saviour in all things.

Servants must not think tiiat their mean and low
state puts them beneath God's notice, or the obliga-

tions of his laws ; that, because they are servants

of men, they are thereby discharged from serving of

God. No; servants must know and do their duty
to their earthly masters, but with an eye to their

heavenly one : and Titus must not cnly instruct and
warn earthly masters of their duties, but servants
also of theirs', both in his public preaching and pri-

vate admonitions. Servants must attend the ordi-

nances of God for their instruction and comfort, as

well as the masters themselves. In this direction to

Titus there are the duties themselves, to which he
must exhpit .servants, and a weighty consideration,

wherewith he was to enforce them.
I. The duties themselves arc these :

1. 7c/ be obedient to their own masters. This is

the prime duty, that by which they are character-

ized, Rom. 6. 16. His servants ye are to whom ye
obey. There must be inward subjection, and dutitul

respect and reverence in the mind and thoughts.
•' IfI be a master, where is my fear, the dutiful af-

fection you shew to me, together with the suitable

outward significations and expressions of it, in doing
what I command you." This must be in servants;
their will must he subject to their master's will, and
their time and labour at their master's disposal and
command. 1 Pet. 2. 18. Seifants, be subject to

your masters with all fear, 7iot only to the good arid

gentle, but also to the froward. The duty results

from the will of God, and the relation in which, by
his providence, he has put such ; not from the quali-

ty of the person. If he be a Master, the duties of a
servant are to be paid to him as such. Servants
therefore are to be exhorted to be obedient to their

own masters. And,
2. To please them well in all things, in all lawful

things, and such as belong to them to command ; or

at least as are not contrary to the will cf their great
and superior Lord. Wa are not to understand it

either of obeying or pleasing them absolutely, with-
out any limitation ; but always with a reserve of

God's right, which ma)- in no case be intrenched
upon. If his command and the earthly mastcT's come
in competition, we are instructed to obey God rather
than man ; but servants then must be upon good
grounds in this, that there is an inconsistency, else

are they not held to be excused. And not only

must the will of (iod be the measure of the servant s

obedience, but the reasoii of it also ; all must be done
with a respect to him, in virtue of liis authority, and
for pleasing him primarily and chiefly

;
(Col. 3. 22

—

24.) Servants, obey in all things your masters ac-

cording to the flesh ; not with eye-seriice, as men-
pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God.
jIjuI whatsoex'er ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord,
and not unto men ; knowing that of the Lord ye
shall receive the reward of the inheritance ; for ye
serve the Lord Christ. In serving the earthly mas-
ter according to Christ's will, He is served ; and
such shall be rewarded by him accordingly.

But how are servants to please their masters in all

things, and yet not be men-pleasers ? jinswer, Men-
pleasei*s, in the faulty sense, are such as eye men
alone, or chiefly, in what they do, leaving God out,

or subordinating him to man ; when the will of man
shall carry it, though against God's will, or man's
pleasure is more regarded than his ; when that can
content them, that the earthly master is pleased,

though God be displeased ; or more care, or more
satisfaction, is taken in man's being pleased than in

God's ; this is sinful man-pleasing, which all must
take heed of; (Eph. 6. 5—7.) " Servants, be obe-
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dient to them that are your masters accoi'dwg to the

Jlesh, with fear and trembling, with singleness of
your heart, as unto Christ. JVot with eye-service,

as men-}ileascrs, who look at nothing but the favour

or displeasure of men, or nothing so much as that

;

but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God
from the heart ; with good will doing sen-ice as to

the Lord, and not to ?nen ;" not to them chiefly, but

to Christ, who requires, and who will reward, any
good done, whether by bond or free. Observe there-

tore. Christian liberty stands well with, civil servi-

tude and subjection. Persons may serve men, and
yet be the servants of Christ ; these are not contrary,

but subordinate ; so far as serving men is according

to Christ's will, and for his sake. Christ came not

to destroy or prejudice civil order and differences
;

" ,4rt thou called, being a servant ? Care notfor it,

1 Cor. 7. 21. Let not that trouble thee, as if it were
a condition unworthy of a Christian, or wherein the

person so called is less pleasing unto God
; for he

that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the

Lord^s freeman, not iveefroTfi that service, but free

in it ; tree spiritually, though not in a civil sense.

Likewise also he that is called, beingfree, is Christ's

servant; he is bound to him, though he be not under
civil sui)jection to any ; so that bo7id orfree, all are
one in Christ. Servants therefore should not regret

or be troubled at their condition, but be faithful and
cheerful in the station wherein Gcd hath set them

;

striving to please their masters in all things. Hard
it may be under some churlish Nabals, but it must
be endeavoured all that they are able.

(3. ) J\''ot answering again ; not contradicting them,
or disputing it with them ; not giving them any dis-

respectful or provoking language. Job complained
of his servants, that he called them, and they gave
him no answer ; that was faulty another way : TVon

resfwnderepro convitio est—Such silence is contemfit

:

but here it is respect, rather to take a check or re-

proof with humble silence, not making any confident

or bold replies. When conscious of a fault, to pal-

liate or stand in justification of it, doubles it. Yet
this not answering again excludes not turning away
wrath with a soft answer, when season and circum-
stances admit. Good and wise masters will be ready
to hear and do right ; but answering unseasonably,

or in an unseemly manner, or, where the case ad-

mits not excuse, to be pert or confident, shews a
want of the humility and meekness, which such re-

lation requires.

(4.) A^ot/iurloining, but shewing all goodjidelity.

This is another great essential of good servants, to

be honest ; never converting that to their own use,

which is their masters', nor wasting the goods they
are intrusted with : \.\y,\\.\^ fiurloining. They must
be just and true, and do for them as they would or

should for themselves, Prov. 28. 24. Whoso robbeth
hisfather or his mother, and saith. It is no transgres-
sion, the same is the companion of a destroyer ; he
will be ready to join with them. Thus having such
light thf)ught of taking beyond what is right, though
it be from a parent or master, is likely to harden
conscience to go further ; it is both wicked in itself,

and it tends to more. Be it so that the master is

hard and strait, scarcely making sufficient provision
for servants ; yet they must not be their own carvers,
or go about by theft to right themselves j they must
bear their lot, committing their cause to God for

righting and providing for them. I speak not of

cases of extremity, for preserving life, the necessa-
ries for which the servant has a right to. A'ot pur-
loining, but shewing all goodfidelity ; he must not
only not steal or waste, but must imjirove his mas-
ter's goods, and promote his j)rosperity and thriving,

to his utmost. He that increased not his master's
tdent, is accused of unfaithfulness, though he had
not embezzled or lost it. Faithfulness in a servant

lies in the ready, punctual, and thorough execution
of his master's orders ; keeping his secrets and
counsels, dispatching his affairs, and managing with
frugality, and to as much just advantage for his mas-
ter as he is able ; looking well to his trusts, and pre-
venting, as far as he can, all spoil, or loss, or damage.
This is a way to bring a blessing upon himself, as
the contraiy often brings utter ruin; (Luke 16. 12.)

If ye have not been faithful in that which is another
man's, who shall give you that vjhich is your own?
Thus of the duties themselves, to which servants are
to be exhorted. Then,

2. Here is the consideration with which Titus was
to enforce them ; That they may adorn the doctrine

of God our Saviour in all things ; that they may re-
commend the gospel and Christ's holy religion to the
good opinion of them that are without, by their meek,
humble, obedient, and faithful conduct in all things.

Even servants, though they may think that such as
they, in so low and inferior a condition, can do little

to bring repute to Christianity, or adoni the doctrine
of Christ, and set forth the excellencies of his truth
and ways; yet, if they are careful to do their duty,
it will redound to the glory of God and the credit of

religion. The unbelieving masters would think the
better of that despised way, which 7vas every where
spoken against, when they found that their servants,

who were Christians, were better than their other
servants ; more obedient and submissive, more just

and faithful and diligent in their places. True re-

ligion is an honour to the professors cf.it ; and they
should see that they do not any dishonour to it, but
adorn it rather in all that they are able. Our light

must shine among men, so that they, seeing our good
works, may glorify our Father who is in heaven.
And thus of the apostle's directions to Ti^us, about
the discharge of his office, in reference to several

sorts of persons. Next follow,

3. The grounds or considerations upon which all

the directions are urged, taken from the nature and
design of the gospel, and the end of Christ's death.

11. For the grace of God, tliat bringeth

salvation, hath appeared to all men, 12.

Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righ-

teously, and godly, in this present world ;

13. Looking for that blessed hope, and the

glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ ; 14. Who gave
himself for us, that he might redeem us liom
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pecu-
liar people, zealous of good works.

1. Here are motives from the nature and design

of the gospel. Let young and old, men and women, n

masters and servants, and Titus himself ; let all sorts

do their respective duties, for this is the verv aim and
business of Christianity, to instruct, and help, and '

form persons, under all distinctions and relations, to

a right frame and conduct. For this,

(i.) They are put under the dispensation of the

grace of God, so the gospel is called, F.ph. 3. 2. It

is grace in respect of the spring of it—the free favour

and good will of God, not any merit or desert in the

creature ; as manifesting and declaring this g( od will

in an eminent and signal manner ; and as it is the

means of conveying and working grace in the hearts

of believers. Now grace is obliging and constraining

to goodness; Let not sin reign, but yield yourselves

unto God ; for ye are not under the low, but under
grace, Rom. 6. 12— 14. The love of Christ constrains

us not to live to self, but to him
; (2 Cor. 5. 14, 15.)

without this effect, grace is received in vain.

(2.) This gospel grace brings salvation ; it reveals
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auQ offers and ensures it to believers ; salvation from
sin and wrath, from death and hell ; whence it is

called the word of life ; it brings to faith, and so to

life ; the life of holiness now, and of happiness here-
after. The law is the ministration of death, but the
gospel the ministration of life and peace. This there-
fore must be received as salvation, (its rules minded,
its commands obeyed,) that the end of it may be ob-
tained, the nalvation of the soul. And more inexcu-
sable w ill the neglectcis of this grace of Ciod biinging
salvation, now be, since,

(3.) It hath afifieared, or shone out, more clearly

and illustriously than ever before. The old dispen-
sation was comparatively dark and shadowy ; this

is a clear and shining light ; and as it is now more
bright, so more diffused and extensive also. For,

(4.) It hath a/ifieared to all men ; not to the Jews
only, as the glory of God appeared at mount Sinai

to that particular people, and out of the view of all

others ; but gospel-grace is open to all, and all are

invited to come and partake of the benefit of it

;

Gentiles as well as Jews. The publication of it is

free and general ; Disci/ile all nations : Preach the

gospel to every creature. The pale is broken down,
there is no such inclosure now as formerly

; (Rom.
16. 26.) The preaching of Jesus Christ, which was
kept secret since the world began, ?iow is made mani-
fest, and by the scriptures of theprophets, according
to the commandment of the everlasting God, made
known to all nationsfor the obedience offaith. The
doctrine of grace and salvation by the gospel is for

all ranks and conditions of men ; slaves and servants,

as well as masters ; therefore engaging and encour-
aging ali to receive and believe it, and walk suitably

to it, adorning it in all things.

(5. ) This gospel-revelation is to teach, and not by
way of information and instruction only, as a school-

master does his scholars ; but by way of precept and
command, as a sovereign who gives laws unto his

subjects. It directs what to shun, and what to follow
;

what to avoid, and what to do. The gospel is not

for speculation only or chiefly, but for practice and
right ordering of life. It teaches,

[1.] To abandon sin ; Denying ungodliness, and
•worldly lusts; to renounce and have no more to do
with these, as we have had ; Put off, concerning the

former conversation, the old man, which is corrupt

;

the whole body of sins distributed here into ungod-
liness and worldly lusts. " Put away ungodliness
and irreligion, all unbelief, neglect or disesteem of

the Divine Being, not loving, or fearing, or trusting

in him, or obeying him, as we should, neglecting his

ordinances, slighting his worship, profaning his name
or day. Thus deny ungodliness, hate and put it

away ; and worldly lusts ; all corrupt and vicious

desires and affections that prevail in worldly men,
and carry out to worldly things : the lusts oftheflesh
also, and of the eye, and the pride of life ; all sensu-

ality and filthiness, covetous desires and ambition,
seeking and valuing more the praise of men than of

God ;
put away all these. " An earthly sensual con-

versation suits not a heavenly calling. They that are
Christ's, have crucified theflesh with the affections

and lusts. They have done it by covenant-engage-
ment and promise, and have initially and prevailing-

ly done it in act ; they are going on in the work,
cleansing themselves more and more from all filthi-

ness of flesh and spirit. Thus the gospel first un-
teaches that which is evil, to abandon sin ; and then,

[2.] To make conscience of that which is good :

To live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this pre-
sent world. Religion is not made up of negatives
/only, there must be doing good as well as eschewing
evil ; in these conjunctly is sincerity proved, and the
gospel adorned. We should live soberly, with re-
spect to ourselves, in the due government of our ap-
petites and passions, keeping the limits of mode-
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ration and temperance, avoiding all inordinate ex-
cesses ; righteously, towards all men ; rendering to all

their due, and injuring none, but rather doing go(.d to

others, according to our ability and their need. Ihis
seems a part of justice and righteousness, for we are
not born for ourseh cs alone, and therefore may not
live only to ourselves, lie are members one ofan-
other, and must seek every man another''s wealth,
1 Cor. 10. 24.— 12. 25. The public, ebpecially, which
includes the interests cf all, must ha\e ihe legards
of all. Selfishness is a sort cf unrighteousness, it

robs others of that share in us which is their due.
How amiable then will just and righteous conduct
be I It secures and promotes all interests, not par-
ticular only, but general and public, and so makes
for the peace and happiness of the world. Live righ-
teously therefore as well as ioberly. And godly to-

ward God, in the duties of his woiship and service.

Regards to him indeed should run thrcugh all
; (1

Cor. 10. 31.) Whether ye eat, or drink, or whatso-
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God, Pei sonal and
relative duties must be done in obedience to hib com-
mands, with due aim at pleasing and honouring him,
from principles of holy love and fear of him. But
there is an express and direct duty also that we owe
to God, that is. Belief and acknowledgment of his
being and perfections, paying him internal and ex-
ternal worship and homage ; loving, fearing, and
trusting in him, and depending on him, and devoting
ourselves to him ; observing all those religious duties
and ordinances that he has appointed, praying to

him, and praising him, meditating on his word and
works. This is godliness, looking and coming to

God, as our state now is, not immediately, but as
he has manifested himself in Christ ; so does the
gospel direct and require. To go to God any other
way, that is, by saints or angels, is unsuitable, yea
contrary to the gcspel-rule and warrant. All com-
munications from God to us are through his Son, and
our returns must also be by him. Gcd in Christ we
must look at as the Object t f cur hope and worship.
Thus must we exercise ourselves to godliness, with-
out which there can be no adorning of that gospel
which is according to it, which teaches and requires
such a deportment. A gospel-conversation must
needs be a godly conversation, expressing our love
and fear and reverence of God, our hope and trust

and confidence in him, as manifested in his Son. Wie
are the circumcisio7i, (who have in truth what was
signified by that sacrament,) who worship God in

the Sjiirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence in theflesh. See in how little a compass
our duty is comprised ; it is put into few words, de'

nying ungodliness arid worldly lusts, and lix'i?ig so-

berly, righteously, and godly, in this /iresent world.
The gospel teaches us not only how to believe and
hope well, but also to lix'e well, as becomes that faith

and hope in this present world, but as expectants of

another and better. There is the world that now is,

and that which is to come ; the present is the time
and place of our trial, and the gospel teaches us tc

live well here, but not as our final state, but with ar
eye chiefly to a future. For,

[3.] It teaches in all to look for the glones of an-
other world, to which a sober, righteous, and godly
life in this is preparative ; Looking for that blessed

hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ. Hope, by a meto-
nymy, is put for the thing hoped for, that is, heaven
and the telicities thereof, called emphatically that

hope, because it is the great thing we look and long

and wait for ; and a blessed hope, because, when
attained, we shall be completely happy for ever.

.'4nd the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 1 his denotes both the
time of the accomplishing our hope, and the sure-

ness and greatness of it : it will be at the second ap-
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pearing of Christ, when he shall come in his own
f'lory, and in his Father's, and of the holj' angels,
Luke 9. 26. His own glory which he had before the
world was ; and his Father's, being the exfiress
Image of his person, and as God-man, his delegated
Ruler and Judge ; and of the holy angels, as his mi-
nisters and gloi-ious attendants. Ilis first coming was
in meanness, to satisfy justice, and purchase happi-
ness ; his second will be in majesty, to bestow and
instate his people in it. Christ luas once offered to

bear the sins ofmany ; and unto them that lookfor
him shall he a/ifiear the second time, without sin, unto
salvation, Heb. 9. 28. The great God and our Sa-
viour (or cve?i our Saviour) Jesus Christ ; for they
are not two subjects, but one only, as appears by the
single article, t» /uiydha 0f« kx) ^.urifio^, not xai tS
^coTtipa, and so is **i rendered 1 Cor. 15. 24. When
he shall have delivered uf\ the kingdom to God, even
the Father ; iz @(Z x*/ nxTpi. Christ then is the
great God, not figuratively, as magistrates and
others are sometimes called gods, or as appearing
and acting in the name of God, but properly and ab-
solutely the true God, 1 John 5. 20. The mighty
God, isa. 9. 6. IVho, being in the form of God,
thought it ?!ot robbery to be ecjualwitn God, Phil. 2.

6. In his second coming he will reward his servants,
and bring them to glory with him. First, Observe,
There is a common and blessed hope for all true
Christians in the other world. Jfin this life only
they had ho/ie in Christ, they were ofall men the most
miserable, 1 Cor. 15. 19. By hope is meant the thing
hoped for, that is, Christ himself, who is called our
Hofie, (1 Tim. 1. 1.) and blessedness in and through
him, even riches of glory, Eph. 1. IS. Hence fitly

termed here that blessed hope. Secondly, Observe,
The design of the gospel is, to stir up all to a good
life by this blessed hope; (1 Pet. 1. 13.) Gird u/i

the loins ofyour mind, be sober, and hofie to the end
for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ. To the same puiport
-here, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, live so-

berly, righteously, and godly, in this present world,
lookingfor the blessed hofie ; not as mei'cenaries, but
as dutiful and thankful Christians. What 7nanner
ofpersons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness, looking for and hastening to the coming
of the day of God ! 2 Pet. 3. 11, 12. Looking and
hastening, expecting and diligently preparing for it.

Thirdly, Observe, At, and in, tiie glorious appear-
ing of Clu-ist will the blessed hope of Cliristians be
attained ; for their felicity will be that. To be where
he is, and to behold his glory, John 17. 24. The glory
of the great God and our Saviour will then Ijreak
out as the sun. Though in the exercise of his judi-

ciary power he will appear as the Son ofMan, yet
will he be mightily declared to be the Son of God
too. Tlie Divinity, that on earth was much veiled,
will shine out then as the sun in its strength. Hence
the work and design of the gospel are, to raise the
heart to wait for this second appearing of Christ.
We are begotten again to a lively hope of it, (1 Pet.
1. 3.) turned to serve the living God, and wait for
his Sonfrom heaven, (1 Thess. 1. 10.") Christians "are

marked l)y this, expecting their Master's coming.
Matt. 24. 45. Loving his appearance, 2 Tim. 4. 8.

liCt us tlien look to tliis ho])e ; let our loins be girt,

and our lights burning, and ourselves like those who
wait for our Lord ; the day or hour we know not,

but he that shall come, will'come, and will not tarry,
Heb. 10. .37.

_
Fourthly, Observe, The comfort and

joy of Christians are, that their Saviour is the great
God, and will gloriously manifest himself at his

second coming. Power and love, majesty and mercy,
will then appear together in the highest lustre, to

the terror and confusion of the wicked, but to the
everlasting triumph and rejoicing of the godly. Were
he not thus the great God, and not a mere creature,

he could not be their Saviour, or their Hofie. Thus
of the considerations to enforce the directions for all

sorts to their respective duties from the nature and
design of the gospel, which is to teach and persuade
to those things. And herewith is connected another
ground.

2. From the end of Christ's death ; {v. 14.) UTio
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us Jrom
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar fieo-

file, zealous of good works. To bring us to holi-

ness and happiness was the end of Christ's death, as

well as the scope of his doctrine. Here we have,

(1.) The Purchaser of salvation; Jesus Christ,

that great God and our Saviour, who saves not
simply as God, much less as Man alone ; but as
God-man, two natures in one person ; Man, that he
might obey, and suffer, and die, for man, and be
meet to deal with him and for him ; and God, that

he might support the manhood, and give woith and
efficacy to his undertakings, and have due regard
to the rights and honour of the Deity, as well as the
good of his creatures, and bring about the latter to

the glory of the former. Such a one became us,

and this was,

(2. ) The price of our redem])tion ; He gave him-
self; the Father gave him, but he gave himself too;

and in the freeness and voluntariness as well as the
greatness of the offering, lay the acceptableness
and merit of it; (John 10. 17, 18.) Therefore doth
my Father love me, because I lay down 7ny life, that

I might take it again. JVo man taketh it from me,
but I lay it down of myself So John 17. i9. " For
their sakes I sanctify inyself, separate and devote
mvself to tliis work, to be Ijoth a Priest and a Sa-
crifice to God for the sins of men." The human
nature was the offering, and the divine the altar,

sanctifying the gift, and the whole the act of the
Person. He gave himself a Ransom for all, 1 Tim.
2. 6. Once in the end of the voorld hath he appear-
ed, to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. He
was the Priest and Sacrifice too. We are redeemed,
not with silver and gold, but the precious blood of
Christ, (1. Pet. 1. 18, 19.) called the blood of God,
(Acts 20. 28.) of him who is God.

(3.) The persons for whom ; For us, poor perish-

ing sinners, gone off fi'om God, and turned rebels

against him. He gave himself Vbr us, not only for

our good, but in our stead. Messiah was cut off,

7iot for himself, but for us. He suffered, the Just

for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 1

Pet, 3. 18. He was made Siti for us, an Offeiing
and Sacrifice foj- sin ; that we might be made the

righteousness of God in him, 2 Cor. 5. 21. Wonder-
ful condescension and grace ! He loved us, and gave
himself for 2is ; what can we do less than love and
give up ourselves to him ? Especially considering,

(4.) The ends of his giving himself for us,

[1.1 That he might redeem us from all iniquity.

This is fitted to the first lesson, denying ungodliness

and worldly lusts. C'hrist gave himself to redeem
us from these, therefore ]nit them away. To love

and live in sin, is to trample under foot redeeming
blood, to desinse and reject one of the greatest bene-
fits of it, and to act counter to its design.

But how could the short suffei-ings of Clirist re-

deem us from all iniquity ? jitiswcr. Through the
infinite dignity of his ])erson. He who was God,
suffered, though not as God. Tiie acts and proper-
ties of either nature are attributed to the jierson.

God purchased his church with his own blood. Acts
20. 28. Could payment be made at once, no need
of suffering for ever. A mere creature could not do
this, from the finiteness of his nature ; but Ciod-man
could. The great God and our Saviour gave him-
,9^//" /or W.V ; that accounts for it. By one offering
he hath for ever perfected them that are sanctified,

Heb. 9. 25, 26.— 10." 14. He needed not to offer
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himself often, nor could he be holden of death,
when he had once undergone it. Happy end and
fruit of Christ's death, redemption from all iniquity!

Christ died ior this : and,

[2.] To/iurify (0 /limselfa fieculiar/ieo/ile. This
enforces tl\e second lesson ; To live soberly, righ-

teouaty, and godly, in this firesent world. Christ
died to purify, as well as to pardon ; to obtain grace,
to heal the nature, as well as to free from guilt and
condemnation. He gave himself for his church, to

cleanse it. Thus does he make to himself a pecu-
liar /leo/ile, by purifying them. Thus are they dis-

tinguished from the world, that lies in wickedness

;

they are born of God, and assimilated to him, bear
his image, are holy as their heavenly Father is holy.

Observe, Redemption from sin and sanctification of

tlie nature go together, and both make a peculiar
])eople unto God : freedom from guilt and condem-
nation, and from the power of lusts, and purification

of soul by the Spirit. These are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal firiesthood, a holy nation, and so a
fieculiar fieofile. And,

[3.] Zealous ofgood works. This peculiar peo-
ple, as they are made so by grace purifying them,
so must they be seen to be so, by doing good, and a

zeal therein. Observe, The gospel is not a doctrine
of licentiousness, but of holiness and good life. Wc
are redeemed from our vain conversation, to serve
God in holiness and righteousness all the days of our
life. Let us sec then that we do good, and have
zeal in it ; only looking that zeal be guided by know-
ledge and spirited with love, directed to the glory of

God, and always in some good thing. And thus of
the motive to the duties directed, from the end of
Christ's death. Then,

[4. ] The apostle closes the chapter (as he began
it) with a summary direction to Titus upon the
whole.

15. These things speak, and exhort, and
rebuke with all authority. Let no man
despise thee.

Here is the matter and manner of ministers' teach-
ing, and a special instruction to Titus in reference to

himself.

1. The matter of ministers' teaching; These
things, that is, the before-mentioned : not Jewish
fables and traditions, but the truths and duties of the
gospel, oiavoiding sin, and lix<ing soberly, righteous-

ly, and godly, in this present world. Observe, Mi-
nisters in their preaching must keep close to the
word of God ; (1 Pet. 4. 11.) If any man sfieak, let

him sfieak as the oracles of (rod, and not the fig-

ments and inventions of his own brain.

2. The manner ; by doctrine, and exhortation,

and 7-e/iroof with all authority, 2 Tim. 3. 16. ./ill

scrifiture is given by ins/iiration of God, and is firo-

Jitahlefor doctrine, for refiroof, for correction, and
for instruction in righteousness ; to teach sound doc-

trine, to convince of sin, and refute error, to reform
the life, and to carry forward in what is just and
good, that the man of God, Christian or minister,

may be fierfrt, thoroughly furnished to all good
works, that are lo be practised by himself, or to be
taught others. Here is what will furnish for all

parts of his duty, and the right discharge of them.
' These things sfieak, or teach ; shun not to declare

the whole counsel of God." The great and neces-

sary truths and duties of the gospel, especially, these

sfieak and exhort, tstft-Koxu, firess vjith much ear-

nestness. Ministers must not be cold and lifeless in

delivering heavenly doctrine and precepts, as if

they were indifferent things or of little concern ; but

thev must urge them with earnestness suitable to

their nature and importance ; they must call upon
persons to mind and heed, and not be hearers only.

deceiving themselves ; but doers of the word, that

they may be blest therein. And rebuke ; convince
and reprove such as contradict or gainsay, or neglect
and receive not, the truth, as they should, or retain

it in unrighteousness; those who hear it not with
such a believing and obedient mind and heart as

they ought ; but, instead of that, (it may be,) live in

contrary practices, shewing themselves stubborn
and disobedient, and to every good work i-eprobate.

Rebuke with all authority, as coming in the name of
God, and armed with his threatcnings and disci-

pline, which whoever make light of, at their peril it

will be. Ministers are rejn'overs in the gate.

3. Here is a special instruction to Titus in refer-

ence to himself; '* Let no man desfiise thee ; give no
occasion to do so, nor suffer it without reproof, con-
sidering that he who desfiiseth, desjiiseth not ?nan,

but God." Or thus, " S/ieak and exhort these

things; press them upon all, as they may respec-
tively be concerned ; with boldness and faithful-

ness reprove sin ; and carefully look to thyself and
thy own conduct, and then none will despise thee."
The most effectual way for ministers to secure
themselves from contempt, is, to keep close to the
doctrine of Christ, and imitate his example; to

preach and live well, and do their dut)- with piii-

dence and courage ; this will best preserve both
their reputation and comfort.

Perhaps too an admonition might be here intend-
ed to the peo])le ; that Titus, though young, and but
a substitute of the apostle, yet should not be con-
temned bj^ them, but considered and respected as a
faithful minister of Christ, and encouraged and sup-
ported in his work and office ; (1 Thess. 5. 12, 13.)
" Know them that labour among you, and are over
you in the Lord, and admojiish you ; and esteem
them very highly in love for their work^s sake.

Mind their teaching, respect their persons, support
them in their function, and, what in you lies, fur-

ther their endeavours for the honour of'God and the
salvation of souls.

CHAP. III.

Of duties which concern Cliiistians more in common, and
the reasons of them, v. 1 . . 8. What Titus in teaching

should avoid, and how mc should deal with a lieretic, with

some other directions ;
(v. 9 . . 14.) and salutations in the

close, V. 15.

I.T3UT them in mind to he subject to

JL principalities and powers, to obey
mae;istrates, to be ready to every good
work, 2. To speak evil of no man, to be

no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meek-
ness unto all men.

Here is the fourth thing in the matter of the

epistle. The apostle had directed Titus in refer-

ence to the particvdar and special duties of several

sorts of persons ; now he bids him exhort to what
concerned them more in common—to quietness and
submission to rulers, and readiness to do good, and to

equitable and gentle behaviour towards all men

;

things comclv and oniamental of religion ; he must
therefore put them in mind of such tilings. Minis-

ters are peojjle's remembrancers of their duty. As
they are remembrancers for the people to (iod in

prayers, (Isa. 62. 6. ) so are they fi-om God to them
in preaching; (2 Pet. 1. 12.) I will not be negligent

to fiut you always in remembrance. Forgetfulness

of duty is a common frailty ; there is need therefore

of rcrninding and quickening them thereto. Here
are the duties themselves, and the reasons of them.

I. The duties themselves, which they were to be

reminded of.

1. Put them in mind to be subject to firincifxalities
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and flowers, to obey magistrates. Magistracy is

God's ordinance for the good of all, and therefore
must be regarded and submitted to by all ; not for
wrath and by force only, but willingly and for con-
science-sake. Princifialities, and /wu^ers and ma-
gistrates, all civil rulers, whether supreme and
chief, or subordinate, in the government under
which they live, of whatever form it be ; that the}-

be subject to them and obey them, in things lawful
and honest, and which it belongs to their office to

require. The Christian religion was misrepresent-
ed by its adversaries, as prejudicial to the rights of
princes and civil powers, and tending to faction and
sedition, and to rebellion against lawful authority

;

therefore to put to silence the ignorance of foolish
men, and stop the mouths of malicious enemies,
Christians must be reminded to shew themselves
examples rather of all due subjection and obedience
to the government that is over them. Natural de-
sire of liberty must be guided and bounded by reason
and scripture. Spiritual privileges do not make
void or weaken, but confirm and strengthen, their
obligations to civil duties : Remind them therefore
to be subject to princifialities and fiotvers, and to

obey magistrates. And,
2. To be ready to every good nvork. Some refer

this to such good works as are required by magis-
trates, and within their sphere ;

" Whatever tends
to good order, and to promote and secure public
tranquillity and peace, be not backward, but ready,
to promote such things." But though this be in-

cluded, if not first intended, yet is it not to be hereto
restrained. It regards doing good in all kinds, and
on every occasion that may offer, whether respect-
ing God, ourselves, or our neighbours ; what may
bring credit to religion in the world. li'Tiatever

things are true, honest, just, fiure, lovely, of good
refiort ; if there be any virtue, if there be ayiy praise

,

think on those things, (Phil. 4. 8.) to do and follow
and further them. Mere harmlessness, or good
words and good meanings only, are not enough with-
out good works. Pure religion and undejiled be-

fore God and the Father, is this, to visit thefather-
less and the widow in their affliction, and keefi im-
spottedfrom the world. " Not only take, but seek,
occasion for doing good, keep fitness and readiness
that way, put it not off to others, but embrace and
lay hold on it thyself, delight and rejoice therein,
put all in mind ot this." And,

3. To s/ieak evil of no man: fxuSiytt ^Kxa-^ufxiiv, to

revile, or curse, or blasfiheme none: or (as our
translation more generally) to sfieak evil of ?wne,
unjustly and falsely or unnecessarily, without call,

and when it may do hurt but no good to the person
himself or any other. If no good can be spoken,
rather than speak evil unnecessarily, say nothing.
We must never take pleasure in speaking ill of
others, or make the worst of any thing, but the best
that we can. We must not go up and down as tale-
bearers, carrying ill-natured stories, to the preju-
dice of our neighbour's good name, and destruction
of brotherly love. Misrepresentations or ill insinua-
tions of bad intent, or of hyprocrisy in what is done,
things out of our reach or cognizance, these come
within the reach of this prohibition. As this evil is

too common, so it is of great malignity ; (Jam. 1. 26.)
If any ?nan seemcth to be religious, arid bridleth not
his tongue, that man's religion is vain: such loose
uncharitable talk is displeasing to God, and hurtful
among men ; fProv. 17. 9.) lie that covereth a trans-
gression, secketh love, that is, to himself by this
tendenicss and charity ; or rather to the transgres-
sor ; but he that refieateth a matter, that blazes and
tells the faults of another abi-oad, sefiarateth xiery
friends; he raises dissensions, and alienates his
friend from himself, and perhaps from others. This
is among the sins to be put off; (Eph. 4. 31. ) for, if in-

1 dulged, it unfits for Christian communion here, arul

the society of the blessed in heaven : (I Cor. 6. 10 )

I

remind them therefore to avoid this. And,
4. To be no brawlers: a^a;^*? f/i-a/

—

no fighters
either with hand or tongue, no quarrelsome conten
tious persons, apt to give or return ill and provoking
language. A holy contending there is for matters
good and important, and in a manner suitable and
becoming, not with wrath or injurious violence.
Christians must follow the things that make for

peace, and that in a peaceful, not a rough and bois-
terous and hurtful way, but as liecomes the servants
of the God of peace and lo\e ; (Rom. 12. 19. ) Dearly
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give filace
unto wrath ; this is the Christian's wisdom and duty.
The glory ofa mart is to pass over a transgression ;
it is the duty of a reasonable, and therefore certainly
of a Christian man, whose reason is improved and
advanced by religion ; such may not, will not, pre-
sently fall foul on one who has offended him ; but,
like God, will be slow to anger, and ready to for
give. Contention and strife arise from men's lusts,

and exorbitant unruly passions, which must be curb
ed and moderated, not indulged ; and Christians need
to be reminded of these things, that they do not by
a wrathful contentious spirit and behaviour displease
and dishonour God, and discredit religion, promoting
feuds in the places where they live. He that is slow
to anger, is better than the mighty; and he that
ruletn his spirit, than he that taketh a city. Where-
fore it follows,

5. But gentle : (?rtiix.iii, equitable andy wsr, or can-
did and fair in constructions of things, not taking
words or actions in the worst sense ; and for peace
sometimes yielding somewhat of strict right. And,

6. Shewing all meekness to all men. \\'e must"be
of a mild dis])osition, and not only have meekness in

our hearts, but shew it in our speech and conduct.
jIU meekriess, meekness in all instances audi occa-
sions, not toward friends only, but to all men, though
still with wisdom, as James admonishes, ch. 3. \3.
" Distinguish the person and the sin ; pity the one
and hate the other. Distinguish between sin and
sin ; look not on all alike, there are motes and beams.
Distinguish also between sinner and sinner ; ofsome
have comfiassion, others save with fear, pulling them
out of thefire, thus making a difference, Jude 22, 23.

Mind these things ; the wisdorn that is from above,
is fiure and fieaceahle, gentle and easy to be eritreat

ed. " Meekness of spirit and demeanour renders re-
ligion amiable ; it is a commanded imitation of Christ
the grand Exemplar, and what brings its own re-

ward with it, in the ease and comfort of the dis])osi-

tion itself and the blessings accompanying of it.

These shall be glad and rejoice, shall be taught and
guided in their way, and satisfied with bread, and
beautified with salvation. Thus of the duties them-
selves, which Titus was to put people in mind of:

for which,
II. He adds the reasons

:

3. For wo ourselvvs also were sometimes
foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers

lusts and pleasures, living in malice and
envy, hateful, and hating one another.

1. The reasons are derived from their own past
condition. Consideration of men's natural condition

is a great means and ground of equity and gentle-
ness, and all meekness toward those who are yet in

such a state. This has a tendency to abate pride,

and work pity and hope in reference to those who
are yet unconverted ; "We ourselves also were so

and so corrupt and sinful, therefore we should not
be impatient and bitter, hard and severe, toward
those who are but as ourselves once were. Should
we then have been willing to be contemned, and



TITUS, III. 686

proudly and rigorously dealt with ? No, but treated

with gentleness and humanity ; and therefore we
should now so treat those who are unconverted, ac-

cording to that rule of equity ;
Quod tibi ?ion vis

Jieri, alteri ne ftci-ris— M'hat you ivould not have
done to you, that do not you to another." Their
past natural condition is set forth in divers particu-

lars. He ourselves also nvere soinetimes,

(1.) Foolish; without true spiritual understanding

and knowledge, ignorant of heavenly things. Ob-
serve, They should be most disposed to bear with

others' follies, who may remember many of their

own ; they should be meek and gentle, and patient

toward them, who once needed and doubtless then

expected the same. JVe ourselves also were some-
timesfoolish. And,

(2.) Disobedie7it ; heady and unpersuadable, re-

sisting the word, and rebellious even against the

natural laws of God, and those which human so-

ciety requires. Well are these set together, /oo/«7i

and disobedient. For what folly like this, to disobey

God and his laws, natural or revealed ? This is con-

trary to right reason, and men's true and greatest

interests ; and what so foolish as to violate and go
counter to these ?

(3.) Deceived, or wandering; that is, out of the

ways of truth and holiness. Man in this his degene-

rate state is of a straying nature, thence compared
lo a lost sheeji ; this must be sought and brought

back, and guided in the right way, Ps. 1 19. 176. He
is weak, and ready to be imposed upon by the wiles

and subtleties of Satan, and of men lying in wait to

seduce and mislead.

(4.) Serving divers lusts and fdeasures ; as vas-

sals and slaves under them. [1.] Observe, Men
deceived are easily entangled and insnared; they
would not otherwise serve divers lusts and pleasures

as they do, were they not blinded and beguiled into

it. See here too what a different notion the word
gives of a sensual and fleshly life from what the

world generally has of it. Carnal people think they
enjoy their ])leasures ; the word calls it servitude and
vassalage; they are very drudges and bond-slaves
under them ; so far are they from freedom and feli-

city in them, that they are captivated by them, and
serve tliem as task-masters and tyrants. [2.] Ob-
serve, It is the misery of the servants of sin, that

they have many masters ; one lust hurrying them
one way, and another another; pride commands one
thing, covetousness another, and often a contrary.

What vile slaves are sinners, while they conceit
themselves free ! The lusts that tempt them, pro-
mise them liberty, but in yielding they become the
servants of corruption ; for of whom a man is over-
come, of the same is he brought into bondage.

(5. ) Living in malice ; one of those lusts that bear
rule in them. Malice desires hurt to another, and
rejoices in it.

(6.) And envy ; which grudges and repines at an-
other's good, frets at his prosperity and success in

any thing : both roots of bitterness, whence many
evils spring; evil thoughts and speeches, tongues sf^

on Jire of hell, detracting from, and impairing, the
just and due praises of others. Their words are
swords, wherewith they slay the good name and ho-
nour of their neighbour : the sin of Satan, and of

Cain who was of that evil one, and slew his brother

:

and wherefore slew he him, but of this envy and
malice ? Because his own works were evil, and his

brother's righteous. Tlicse were some of the sins in

which we lived in our natural state. And,
(7.) Hateful, or odious ; deserving to be hated.

(8.) And hating one another. Observe, Tliose
that are sinful, living and allowing themselves in sin,

are hateful to God and all goq^ men. Their tem-
per and ways are so, though not simply their per-
sons. It is the misery of sinners, that they hate one

another, as it is the duty and happiness of saints tc

love one another. What contentions and quarrels
flow from men's corruptions ; such as were in the
nature of those who by conversion are now good, but
in their unconverted state made them ready to i-un

like furious wild beasts one upon another ! 1 he con-
sideration of its having been thus with us, should
moderate our spirits, and dispose us to be more equal
and gentle, meek and tender-hearted, toward those
who are such. This is the argument fiom their own
past condition here described. And he reasons,

2. From their present state. "We are delivered
out of that our miserable condition by no merit or
strength of our own ; but only by the mercy and free
grace of God, and merit of Christ, and operation of
his Spirit : therefore we have no ground, in respect
of ourselves, to contemn those who are yet uncon-
verted, but rather to pity them, and cherish hope
concerning them, that they, though in themselves as
unworthy and unmeet as we were, yet may obtain
mercy, as we have : and so upon this occasion the
apostle again opens the causes of our salvation, v,
4—7.

4. But after that the kindness and love

of God our Saviour toward man appeared,
3. Not by works of righteousness which A'e

have done, but according to liis mercy he
saved us, by the washing of regeneration,

and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; 6. Which
he shed on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Saviour ; 7. That, being justified

by his grace, we should be made heirs ac-

cording to the hope of eternal life.

I. We have here the prime Author of our salva-
tion ; God the Father, therefore termed here God
our Saviour. All things are of God, who hath re-
conciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 2 Cor. 5. 18.

All things belonging to the new creation, and re-

covery of fallen man to life and happiness, of which
he is there speaking, all these things are of God the
Father, as Contriver and Beginner of this work.
There is an order in acting, as in subsisting ; the
Father begins, the Son manages, and the Holv Spirit

works and perfects all. God, the Father, is a Sa-
viour by Christ, through the Si)irit. John 3. 16. God
so loved the world, as to give his only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in him, should 7iot perish, but
have everlasting life. He is the Father of Christ,

and through him the Father of mercies ; all spiritual

blessings are by Christ from him, Eph. 1. 3. Ji^e

Joy in God through .Tcsus Christ, Rom. 5. 11. And
with one mind, and with one mouth, glorify God,
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

II. The spring and rise of it ; the divine fihUan-
thro/iy, or kindness and love of God to man. By
grace we are saved from first to last ; this is the
ground and motive ; God's pity and mercy to man in

misery were the first wheel, or rather the Spirit in

the wheels, that sets and keeps them all in motion.
God is not, cannot, be moved by any thing out of
himself; the occasion is in man, his misery and
wretchedness. But sin bringing that misery, wrath
miglit have issued out rather than compassion ; but
God knowing how to adjust all with his own honour
and perfections, would pity and sa\'e rather than de-
stroy. He delights in mercy ; where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound. We read of riches

ofgoodness and mercy, Rom. 2. 4. Eph. 2. 7. Let
us acknowledge this, and give him the glory of it,

not turning it to wantonness, but to thankfulness and
obedience.

III. Here is the means, or instrumental cause ; the
shining out of this love and grace of God in the gos-
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pel, cfler it cpfieared, that is, in the word. The ap-
pearing of love and grace has, through the Spirit,

great virtue to soften and change and turn to God,
and so is the fionver of God to salvation, to ex<ery one
that believeth. Thus having asserted God to be the
Author, his free grace the spring, and the manifesta-
tion of this in the gospel the means, of salvation

;

that the honour of all still may be the better secured
to him,

IV. False grounds and motives are here removed

;

J\''ot by ivorks of righteousness nvhich we have done,
but according to his mercy, he saved us ; not for

foreseen works of our's, but his own free grace and
mercy alone. Works must be in the saved, (where
is room for it,) but not among the causes of his sal-

vation ; they are the way to the kingdom, not the
meriting pi'ice of it ; all is upon the foot of undeserved
favour and mercy from first to last. Election is of

grace ; we are chosen to be holy, not because it was
antecedently seen that we should be so, Eph. 1. 4.

It is the fruit, not the cause, of election
; (2 Thess.

2. 13.) God hath from the beginniirg chosen you to

salvation through sanctijicalion of the Spirit ajid be-

lief of the truth. So effectual calling, in which elec-

tion breaks out, and is first seen
; (2 Tim. 1. 9.) He

hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling ; not
according to our works, but according to his own
fiurpose and grace, ivhich was given 7is in Christ
Jesus before the world began. We are Justified
freely by gj-ace, (Rom. 3. 24.) and sanctified and
saved by grace, Eph. 2. 8. By grace ye are saved,
through faith ; and that not of yourselves, it is the

gift of God. Faith and all saving graces are God's
free gift and works ; the beginning, increase, and
Eerfection of them in glory, all are from this. In
uilding men up to be a holy temple unto God, from

the foundation to the top-stone, we must cry nothing
but Grace, grace unto it. It is not ofworks, lest any
man should boast ; but ofgrace, that he who glorieth
should glory only in the Lord. Thus the true cause
is shewn, and the false removed.

V. Here is the formal cause of salvation, or that
wherein it lies, the beginnings of it at least—in re-
generation or spiritual renewing, as it is here called.

Uld things pass away, and all things become new, in

a moral and spiritual, not in a physical and natural,
sense. It is the same man, but with other disposi-

tions and habits ; evil ones are done away, as to the
prevalency of them at present ; and all remains of
them in due time will be so, when the work shall be
perfected in heaven. A new prevailing principle
of grace and holiness is wrought, which inclines and
sways and governs, and makes the man a new man,
a new creature ; new thoughts, desires, and affec-

tions, a new and holy turn of life and actions ; the life

of God in man, not only from God in a special man-
ner, but conformed and tending to him. Here is

salvation begun, and which will be growing and in-
creasing to perfection ; therefore it is said. He saved
us. What is so begun, as sure to be perfected in
time, is expressed as if it already were so. Let us
look to this therefore without delay ; we must be
initially saved now, by regeneration, if on good
ground we would expect complete salvation in hea-
ven ; the change then will be but in degree, not in
kind ; grace is glory begim, as glory is but grace in
its perfection. How few mind this'! Most act as if

they were afraid to be happy before the time ; they
would have heaven, they pretend, at last, yet care
not for holiness now ; that is, they would have the
end without the beginning ; so absurd are sinners.
But without regeneration, that is, the first resurrec-
tion, there is no attaining of the second glorious one,
the resurrection of the just Here then is formal
salvation, in the new divine life wrought by the
gospel.

VI. Here is the outward sign and seal thereof in

baptism, called therefore the washing of regenera-
tion. The work itself is inward and spiritual ; but
this is outwardly signified and sealed in this ordi-
nance. \^'^atcr is of a cleansing and purifying na-
ture, does away the filth of the flesh, and so'was apt
to signify the doing away of the guilt and defilement
of sin by the blood and Spirit cf Christ ; though that
aptness alone, without Christ's institution, had not
been sufficient. This it is that makes it of this sig-

nification on God's part, a seal of righteousness by
faith, as circumcision was, in the place of which it

succeeds; and on our's, an engagement to be the
Lord's. Thus baptism saves figuratively, and sa-
cramentally, where it is rightly used

; (Acts 22. 16.)
Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, call-

ing upon the name of the Lord. So Eph. 5. 26.
That he might sanctijy and clea?ise tis by the wash-
ing of water by the word. Slight not this outward
sign and seal, where it may be had according to
Christ's appointment

; yet rest not in the outward
washing only, but look to the ansiver of a good con-
science, without which the external washing will
avail nothing. The covenant sealed in baptism binds
to duties, as well as exhibits and conveys benefits
and privileges ; if the former be not minded, in vain
are the latter expected. Sever not what God has
joined ; in both the outer and inner part is baptism
complete ; as he that was circumcised, became
debtor to the whole law, (Gal. 5. 3.) so is he that is

baptized, to the gospel, to observe all the commands
and ordinances thereof, as Christ appointed

; (Matt.
28. 19.) Discifile all nations, baptizing the??! in the
name of the Lather, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things whatso-
ever I have commanded you.

This is the outward sign and seal of salvation,

baptism, called here the washing ofregeneration.
VII. Here is the principal efficient ; the Spirit of

God, it is the renewing of the Holy Ghost ; not ex-
cluding the Father and the Son, Avho in all works
without themselves are concurring ; nor the use of

means, the word and sacraments, by which the
Spirit works ; through his operation it is that they
have their saving effect. In the economy of our sal-

vation, the applying and effecting part is especially

attributed to the Holy Spirit. We are said to be
bom of the Spirit ; to be quickened and sanctified by
the Spirit ; to be led and guided, strengthened and
helped, by the Spirit. Through him we mortify sin,

perform duty, walk in God's ways ; all the acts and
operations of the divine life in us, the works and
fruits of righteousness without us, all are through
this blessed and holy Spirit, who is therefore called
the Spirit of life, and ofgrace and holiness ; all grace
is from him. Earnestly therefore is he to be sought,

and greatly to be heeded by us, that we quench not

his holy motions, nor resist and oppose him in his

workings. Res delicatula est Spiritus— The Spirit

is a tender thing ; as we act toward him, so may we
expect he will to us ; if we slight and resist and op-

pose his workings, he will slacken them ; if we con-

tinue to vex him, he will retire. Grieve not there-

fore the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed

to the day of rede?nption, Eph. 4. 30. The Si)irit

seals by his renewing and sanctifying, his witnessing

and assuring work ; he distinguishes and marks out

for salvation, fits for it, it is his work : we could not

turn to God by any strength of our own, any more
than we can be justified by any righteousness of

our own.
VIII. Here is the manner of God's communicat-

ing this spirit in the gifts and graces of it ; not with
a scanty and niggardly hand, but most freely and
plentifully ; which he shed on us abundantly. More
of the Spirit in its gif|p and graces is poured out un
der the gospel than was under the law ; whence it is

eminently styled the ministration of the Spirit, 2
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Cor. 3. 8. A measure of the Spirit the church has
had in all aees, but more in gospel-times, since the

coming of Christ, than before; The law came by
Moses, butgrace and truth by Jesus Christ ; that is,

a more plentiful effusion of grace, fulfilling the pro-

mises and prophecies of old ;
(Isa. 44. 3. ) / ivill

Jiour water u/ion him that is thirsty, andjloods ufion

the dry ground. Iivillfiour my S/iirit u/ion thy seed,

and my blessing ufion thine offsfiring: this greatest

and best of blessings, an effusion of grace and of

the sanctifying gifts of the Spirit. Joel 2. 28. I ivill

pour out my S/iirit upon alljiesh ; not on Jews only,

but Gentiles also. This was to be in gospel-times

;

and accordingly, (Acts 2. 17, 18, 33.) speaking of

Christ risen and ascended, having received of the

Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed
forth (says Peter) this, that ye now see and hear:
and ch. 10. 44, 45. The Holy 'Ghost fell on all them
that heard the word, Gentiles as well as Jews.
Those indeed were, in a great measure, the miracu-
lous gifts of the Holy Ghost, but not without the
sanctifying graces of it also accompanying many if

not all of them. There was then great abundance
of common gifts of illumination, outward calling and
profession, and general faith, and of more special

gifts of sanctification too, such as faith, and hope,
and love, and other graces of the Spirit. Let us get
a share in these. \\'hat will it signify if much be
shed forth, and we remain diy ? Our condemnation
will but be aggravated the more, if under such a dis-

pensation of grace we remain void of grace. Be
filled with the Spirit, says the apostle ; it is duty as
well as privilege, because of the means which God
in the gospel is ready to bless and make effectual

;

this is the manner of God's communicating grace
and all spiritual blessings under the gospel, plenti-

fully ; he is r.ot straitened towards us, but we toward
him and in ourselves.

IX. Here is the procuring Cause of all, namely,
Christ ; Through Jesus Christ our Saviour. He it

is who purchased the Spirit and his saving gifts and
graces ; all come through him, and through him as
a Saviour, whose undertaking and work it is to bring
to grace and glory ; he is our Righteousness and
Peace, and our Head, from whom we have all spiri-

tual life and influences. He is made of God to tis

IVisdom, Righteousness, Sanctificatim, and Re-
demption. Let us praise God for him above all ; let

us go to the Father by him, and improve hfm to all

sanctifying and saving purposes. Have we grace ?

Let us thank him with the Father and Spirit for it :

account all things but loss and dung for the excel-
lency of the knowledge ofhim, and grow and increase
therein more and more.

X. Here are the ends why we are broue;ht into

this new spiritual condition, namelv, justiification,

and heirship, and hope of eternal life ; That, being
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs ac-
cording to the hope of eternal life. Justification in

the gospel-sense is the free remission of a sinner,

and accepting him as righteous through the righ-
teousness of Christ received by faith. In it there is

removing ijuilt that bound to punishment, and ac-
cepting and dealing with the person as one that now
is righteous in God's sight. This God does freelv as
to us, yet through the intei'vention of Christ's sacri-

fice and righteousness laid hold on by faith
; (Rom.

3. 20, &c.) By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be
justified ; but through the righteousness of God
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all ana upon
oil them that believe: whence {v. 24.) we are said
to be justified freely by his grace, through the re-

demption that is in Jesus Christ ; whom God hath
set forth to be a Propitiation through faith in his

blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission
of sins ; that he might be just, and the justifier of
him that believeth in Jesus. God, in justifying a sin-

ner in the way of the gospel, is gracious to him, and
yet just to himself and his law ; forgiveness being
through a perfect righteousness, and satisfaction

made to justice by Christ, who is the propitiation for
sin, and not merited by the sinner himself. So it is

here ; J\''ot by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy, he saved us: that,
beingjustified by his grace, we should be made heirs
according to the hope ofeternal life. It is by grace,
as the spring and rise, (as was said,) though through
the redemption that is in Christ, as making the wav,
God's law and justice being thereby satisfied ; aiid

by faith applying that redemption. Acts 13. 39. By
him (by Christ) all that believe are justified from,
all things, from which they could not be justified by
the law of Moses. Whence the apostle desires to
be found in him, not having his own righteousness,
which was of the law, but that which is through the
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by
faith. IjCt us not trust therefore in our own righ-
teousness or merit of good works, but in Christ's
righteousness alone, received by faith for justifica-

tion and acceptance with (iod. Inherent righteous-
ness we must have, and the fi-uits of it in works of
obedience ; not however as our justifjing righteous-
ness before God; but as fruits of our justification, and
evidences of our interest in Christ, and qualification
for life and happiness, and the veiy beginning and
part of it ; but the procuring of all that is l)v Christ,
that, beingjustified by his grace, we should be made
heirs. Observe, Our justification is by the grace of
God, and our justification by that grace is necessary
in order to our being made heirs of etej-nal life

;

without such justification there can be no adoption
and son-ship, and so no right of inheritance. John
1. 12. Whoever received him, (namely, Christ,) to
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even
to them that believe on his name. Eternal life is set
before us in the promise, the Spirit works faith in

us, and hope of that life, and so are we made heirs
of it, and have a kind of possession of it even now

;

faith and hope bring it near, and fill with joy in the
well-gi-ounded expectance of it. The meatiest be-
liever is a great heir ; though he have not his por-
tion in hand, he has good hope through grace, and
may bear up under all difficulties ; there is a better
state in view, he is waiting for an inheritance incor-
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth iwt away, re-
sented in heaven for him. How well mavsuch
comfort themselves with these words ! And iiow all

this gives good reason why we should shew all meek-
ness to all men, because we have experienced so
much benefit by the kindness and love of God to us,

and many hope that they, in God's time, may be
partakers of the like gi-ace as we are. And thus of
the reasons of equal and gentle, meek and tender
behaviour towards others; from their own bad con
dition in time past, and the present more happy-
state into which they arc brought, without anv merit
or deservings of their own, and whereinto by the
same grace others may be brought also.

_
The apostle, having opened the duties of Chris-

tians in common, with the reasons respecting them
selves, adds another from their goodness and useful
ness to men.

8. Thh is a faithful saying; and these
things I will that thou affirm constantly,
that they who have believed in God might
be careful to maintain good works. These
things are good and profitable unto men.

1. Observe, When he has opened the grace of

God toward us, he immediately presses the necessi-
ty of good works ; for we must not expect the bene-
fit of God's mercy, unless we make conscience of our
duty ; This is a faithful saying, and these things 1
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•will that thou affirm constantly ; this is a true Chris-
tian doctrine of highest importance, and which mi-
nisters must most earnestly and constantly press and
inculcate ; that they ivho have believed in God, do
not think that a bare naked faith will save them

;

but it must be an operative, working faith, bringing
forth the fruit of righteousness; they must make it

their care to inaintain good works, not to do them
occasionally only, and when opportunities come in

their way, but to seek opportunities for doing them.
These things are good and profitable unto men

:

these good vjorks, say some, or the teaching of these

things, rather than idle questions, as follow. These
things are good in themselves, and the teaching of

them useful to mankind, making persons a common
good in their places.

2. Observe, Ministers, in teaching, must see that
they deliver Avhat is sound and good in itself, and
profitable to tliem that hear : all must be to the use

of edifying both of persons and societies.

Here is the fifth and last thing in the matter of

the epistle : what Titus should avoid in teaching

;

how he should deal with a heretic ; with some other
directions.

9. But avoid foolish questions, and gene-

alogies, and contentions, and strivings about
the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.

1. That the apostle's meaning here might be more
clear and full, and especially fitted to the time and
state of things there, and the many judaizers among
them, he tells Titus what, in teaching, he should
shun. There are needful questions to be discussed

and cleared, such as make for improvement in use-

ful knowledge ; but idle and foolish inquiries, tend-

ing neither to God's glory nor the edification of men,
these must be shunned. Some may have a shew of

wisdom, but are vain, as many among the Jewish
doctors, as well as of later school-men, who abound

" with questions of no moment or use to faith or prac-
tice ; avoid these, ^nd genealogies of the gods, say

some, that the heathen poets made such noise about

;

or rather those that the Jews were so curious in:

some lawful and useful inquiries might be made into

these things, to see the fulfilling of the scriptui-es in

some cases, and especially in the descent of Christ
the Messiah ; but all that served to pomp only, and
to feed vanity, in boasting of a long pedigree, and
much more such as the Jewish teachers were ready
to busy themselves in, and trouble their hearers
with, even since Christ was come, and that distinc-

tion of families and tribes had been taken away, as

if they would Ijuild again that polity which now is

abolished ; these Titus must withstand as foolish and
vain, jind contentions, and strivings about the law.
There were those who were for the Mosaic rites and
ceremonies, and would have them continued in the
church ; though by the gospel and coming of Christ
they were superseded and done away. Titus must
give no countenance to these, but avoid and oppose
them ; for they are unfirofitable and vain : this is

to be referred to all those foolish (juestions and ge-
neMlogies, as well as those strivings about the law.
Tliey are so far from instructing and building up in

godliness, that they are hinderances of it rather:
the Christian religion and good works, which are to

be maintained, will hereby be weakened and preju-
diced ; the peace of the church disturbed, and pro-
gress of the gospel staid. Observe, Ministers must
not only teach tilings good and useful, but shun and
oppose the contrary, what would corrupt the faith,

and hinder godliness and good works; nor should peo-
ple have itching cars, but love and embrace sound
doctrine which tends most to the use of edifying.

2. But because, after all, there will be heresies

;ind heretics in the church, the apostle next directs

]
Titus what to do in sucn a case, and how to deal
with such.

1 0. A man that is a heretic after the first

and second admonition reject; 11. Know-
ing that he that is such, is subverted, and
sinneth, being condemned of himself.

He who forsakes the truth as it is in Christ Jesus,
and broaches false doctrines, and propagates them
to the corrupting of the faith in weighty and mo-
mentous points, and breaks the jicace of the church
aboat them, let such a one be rejected, after due
means used to reclaim him. Admonish him once
and again, that, if possible, he may be brought
back, and thou mayest gain thy brother ; but if that
will not reduce him, that others be not hurt, cast
him out of the communion, and warn all Christians
to avoid him. Knowing that he that is such, is sub-
verted, turned oflF from the foundation, and sinneth
grievously, being selfcondemned. Those who will

not be reclaimed by admonitions, but are obstinate
in their sins and errors, are subverted and selfcon-
demned ; they inflict that punishment upon them-
selves that the governors of the church should inflict

upon them : they throw themselves out of the
church, and throw off its communion, and so are

j

self-condemned. 1. Observe, How great an evil

proper heresy is, not lightly therefore to be charged
upon any, though greatly to be taken heed of by all.

Such a one is subverted or perverted ; a metaphor
from a building so ruined, as that it is hard, if possi-

ble, to repair and raise it up again. Proper heretics
have seldom been recovered to the true faith : not
so much defect of judgment, as perverseness of the
will, being in the case, through pride, or ambition,
or self-willedness, or covetousness, or such like cor-

ruption, which therefore must be taken heed of;

"Be humble, love the truth, and practise it, and
damning heresy will be escaped." 2. Observe,
Pains and patience must be used about those that err
most grievously. They are not easily and soon to

be given up and cast off", but competent time and
means must be tried for their recovery, 3. Observe,
The church's means even with heretics are persua-
sive and rational. They must be admonished, in-

structed, and warned ; so much voScir/a imports. 4.

Observe, Upon continued obstinacy and irreclaima-

bleness, the church has power, and is obliged, to

presei-ve its own purity, by severing such a corrupt
member, which discipline may by God's blessing

become effectual to reform the oflTcndcr, or leave
him the more inexcusable in his condemnation.
The apostle subjoins some further directions.

12. When I shall send Artemas unto
thee, or Tychicus, be diligent to come unto

mc to Nicopolis: for I have determined
thereto winter. 13. Bring Zenas the law-

yer and Apollos on their journey diligently,

that nothing be wanting unto them.

Here are two personal things enjoined :

1. That Titus should hold iiimself ready to come
to Paul at .Yico/iolis, (a city of Thrace, as is reckon-

ed, on the borders of Macedonia,) so soon as ylrte-

mas or Tychicus should be sent to Crete, to supply

his place, and take care of the churches there when
he should leave them. The apostle would not have
them in their young and weak state be without one
or other of chief-sufficiency, to guide and help them.
Titus, it seems, was not their ordinary fixed bishop

or pastor, bi t an evangelist, otherwise Paul would
not have called him so much from his charge. Of
Artemas we read little, but Tychicus is mentioned
on many occasions with j-espect. Paul calls him a
beloved brother, and faithful minister, and fellow-
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servant in the Lord : one fit therefoi-e for the ser-

vice iiitiiTiHtecl. When Paul says to Titus, Be dili-

gent to come to mc to jYico/io/is, for I have deter-

mined there to winter, it is plain that the epistle was
not written from Nicopolis, as the postscript would
have it, for then he would have said, I determined
here, not there, to winter.

2. The other personal charge to Titus, is, that he
would bring two of his friends on (heirjourney dili-

g-ently, and see them furnished, so that nothing
should be wanting to them. This was to be done,
not as a piece of common civility only, but of Chris-
tian piety, out of respect both to them and the work
they were sent about, which probably was to preach
the gospel, or to be some way serviceable to the
churches. Zenas is styled the lawyer, whether in

reference to the Roman or the Mosaic law, as hav-
ing some time been his profession, is doubtful. Apol-
los was an eminent and faithful minister. Accom-
panying such i)art of their way, and accommodating
them for their work and journeys, was a pious and
needful service. And to further this, and lay in for

it, what the apostle had before bid Titus teach, {v.

8. ) he repeats here.

I 4. And let our's also learn to maintain
good works for necessary uses, that they
be not unfruitful.

Let Christians, those Avho have believed in God,
learn to maintain good works, especially such as

these, supporting ministers in their work of preach-
ing and spreading the gospel, hereby becomingyf/-
low-hel/iers to the truth, 3d epistle of John, v. 6—8.

That they be not unfruitful. Christianity is not a
fruitless profession ; the professors of it must he fill-

ed with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Je-
sus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. It is not
enough that they be harmless, but they must be pro-

fitable, doing good, as well as eschewing evil. " Let
our's set up and maintain some honest labour and
employment, to provide for themselves and their fa-

milies, that they be not unprofitable burthens on the
earth ;" so some understand it. Let them not think
that Christianity gives them a writ of ease ; no, it

lays an obligation upon them to seeli some honest
work and calling, and therein to abide with God.
This is of good report, will credit religion, and be
good to mankind; they will not be unprofitable
members of the body, or burthensome and charge-
able to others, but enabled to !)e helpful to those in
want. To maintain good worksfor necessary uses;
not living like drones on the labours of others, but
themselves fruitful to the common benefit.
The apostle concludes with salutations and bene-

dictions.

15, All that are with me, salute thee
Greet them that love us in the faith. Grace
he with you all. Amen.
Though perhaps not personally known, (some of

them at least,) yet all by Paul testify their love and
good wishes to Tjtus, owning him thereby in his
work, and heartening him to go on therein. Great
comfort and encouragement it is to have the heart
and prayers of other Christians with and for us.
Greet them that love us in thefaith, orfor thefaith,
who are our loving fellow-Christians. Holiness, or
the image ofGod in any, is the great endearing thing,
what gives strength to all other bonds, and is itself
the best. Grace be with you all. .imen. This is
the closing benediction, not to Titus alone, but to all
the faithful with him : which shews, that though
the epistle bears the single name of Titus in the in-
scription, yet it was for the use of the churches
there, and they were in the eye, and upon the heart,
ot the apostle, in the writing of it. «* Grace be with
you all, the love and favour of God, with the fruits
and effects thereof, according to need; spiritual
ones, especially, and the increase and feeling ofthem
more and more in your souls." This is the apostle's
wish and prayer, shewing his affection to them, his
desire of their good, and a means of obtaining for
them, and bringing down upon them, the thing re-
quested. Observe, Grace is the chief thing to be
wished and begged for, with respect to ourselves or
others ; it is, summarily, all good, jimen shuts up
the prayer, expressing desire and hope, that so it

may, and so it shall be.

AN

EXPOSITIOIS,
PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS,

OF THE

EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO PHILEMOIM

Completed by Mr. J. Smith.

THIS epistle to Philemon is placed the last of those with the name of Paul to them, perhaps because the
shortest, and of an argument peculiar and different from all the others

; yet such as the Spirit of God,
who indited it, saw would, in its kind, be very instructive and useful in the churches. The occasion of
it was this—Philemon, one of note, and probably a minister in the church of Colosse, a city of Phrygia,
Vol. vl—4 S


	An Exposition, With Practical Observations, of the Epistle of St. Paul to Titus — Matthew Henry
	Titus 1
	Titus 2
	Titus 3


