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their sufferings, of the cause of them, and of the
temper of his mind, and his behaviour under them,
as might prevent their fainting at his tribuUitions

and even n)inister matter of joy and thanksgiving
unto them. He tells them, that Tychicus was a be-

loved brother, and faithful viinister in the Lord.
lie was a sincere Christian, and so a brother in

Christ : he was a faithful minister in the work of

Christ ; and he was very dear to St. Paul : which
makes his love to these Chiistian Ephesians the
more observable, in that he should now part with
so good and dear a friend for their sakes, when his

company and conversation must have been peculiar-

ly delightful and serviceable to himself. But the
faithful servants of Jesus Christ are wont to jji-efer

the public good to their own private or personal in-

terests.

III. He concludes with his good wishes and pray-
ers for them ; and not for them only, but for all the

brethren, v. 23, 24. His usual benediction was, grace
and peace: here it is, Peace be to the brethren, and
love with faith. By peace we are to understand all

manner ot peace ;
peace with God, peace with con-

science, peace among themselves : and all outward
prosperity is included in the word ; as if he had said,

" I wish the continuance and increase of all hajjpi-

nesstoyou." And love with faith. This in part
explains what he means in the following verse by
grace : not only grace in the fountain, or the love

and favour of God ; but grace in the streams, the
grace of the Spirit flowing rrbm that divine princi-
ple ; faith and love including all the rest. It is the
continuance and increase of these that he desires for
them, in whom they were already begun. It fol-

lows, from God the Lather, tkc. Ail grace and
blessings are derived to the saints from (iod, thn.ugli
the merit and intercession ot Jesus Christ our L()i d.

The closing benediction is more extensive tha.'i

the former; for in this he prays for all true be-
lievers at Ephesus, and every where else. It is the
undoubted character of all the saints, that thev love
our Lord Jesus Christ. Our love to Christ is ni.t

acceptable, unless it be in sincerity : indeed there
is no such thing as love to Christ, whatever n\en
may pretend, where there is not sincerity. The
words may be read, Grace be with all them who
love our Lord Jesus Christ in inco7'ru/ilion, who
continue constant in their love to him, so as not to

be corrupted out of it by any baits or seductions
whatsoever; and whose love to him -is uncorrufited
bv any opposite lust, or the love of any thing dis-

pleasing to him. Grace, that is, the favour ot God,
and all good, (spiritual and temporal,) that is, the
product of it, is and shall be with all them who thus
love our Lord Jesus Christ. And it is, or ought to

be, the desire and prayer of every lover of Christ,
that it may be so with all his fellow-Christians.
Amen, so be it

AN

EXPOSITION,
•WITH

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS,

OF THE

EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE PHILIPPIANS.

Completed hy Dr. W. Harris.

I'HILIPPI was a chief city of the western part of Macedonia, vfiTt, tSc fxtfiSi^ twc UeLKtio^ia.; wo'x/f. Acts
16. 12. It took its name from Philip, the famous king of Macedon, who repaired and beautified it

;

and was afterward made a Roman colony. Near this place were the Cam/ii Phili/ijiici, remarkable for
the famous battles between Julius Cxsar and Pompey the Great ; and that between Augustus and An
tony on one side, and Cassius and Brutus on the other. But it is most remarkable among Christians foi

this epistle, which was written when Paul was prisoner at Rome, A. D. 62.

St Paul seems to have had a very particular kindness for the church at Philippi, which he himself had
been instrumental in planting ; and though he had the care of all the churches, he had, upon that ac-
count, a particular fatherly tender care of this. Those whom God has emplo)'ed us to do any good to,

we should look u])on ourselves both encouraged and engaged to study to do more good to. He looked
upon them as his children, and, having begotten them by the gospel, he was desirous by the same gospel
to nourish and nurse them up.

L He was called in an extraordinary manner to preach the gospel at Philippi, Acts 16. 9. A vision ap-
peared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying. Come over
into Macedonia, and help us. He saw God going before him, and was encouraged to use all means for
cairying on the good work which was begun among them, and building upon the foundation which was
laid, ^
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II. At Philipj)!. lie buffered liaTd things ; he was scourged, and put into the stocks ; (Acts 16. 33.) yet he
Had not the less kindness for the place tor the hard usage he met with th;re. We must never love cur
friends the less for the ill treatment which our enemies give us.

III. l\.e bifgmnmgs of that church were very small ; Lydia was converted there, and the jailer, and a few
more : yet that did not discourage him. If good be not done at first, it may be done afterward ; and the
last works may be more abundant. We must not be discouraged by small beginnings.

IV. It seems, by many passages in this epistle, that this church at Philippi grew into a Jiourishing church
;

and, particularly, was very kind to St. Paul. He had reaficd of their temfioral things, and he made a
return in spiritual things. He acknowledges the receipt of a firesent they had sent him, (cA. 4. 18.)
and that when no church communicated with him as concerning giving and'receiving besides ; {v. 15.)
and he gives them a Jirojihet's, an apostle's reivard, in this epistle, which is of more value than thousands
ofgold and silver.

PHILIPPIANS, 1.

CHAP. I.

He begins with the inscription and benediction, v. 1,2. He
gives thanks for the saints at Philippi, v. 3. . 6. He speaks
of his great affection and concern for their spiritual welfare,
(v. 7, 8.) his prayers for them, (v. 9 . . 11.) iiis care to pre-

vent their offetice at his sufferings, (v. 12. . 20.) his readi-
ness to fjlorify Ciirist by life or death

;
(v. 21 . .26.) and

tliei) concludes with a double exhortation to strictness and
constancy, v. 27 . . 30.

I.^]^AUL and Timotheus, the servants

JL of Testis Christ, to all the saints in

Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the

bishops and deacons : 2, Grace he unto you,

and peace, from God our Father, and from
the Lord Jesus Christ.

We have here the inscription and benediction.

Observe,
I. The persons writing the epistle

—

Paul and Ti-

motheus. '{"hough Paul was alone divinely inspired,

lie joins Timothy with himself, to express his own
humiluy, and put honouru\ior\ Timothy. They who
are agt-d, and strong, and eminent, should pay re-

s])ect to, and support the reputation of, those who
are yoiniger, and weaker, and of less note. The
-servants of Jesus Christ ; not only in the common
relation of his disci/ilrs, but in the peculiar work of

the ministry, the high office of an a/iostle and evan-
gelist. Observe, The highest honour of the great-

est apostle, and most eminent ministers, is, to be the
servants f)f Jesus Christ ; not the masters of the
churches, but the servants of Christ. Observe,

II. The persons to whom it is directed.

1. To all the saints in Christ who were at Philip-
pi. He mentions the church before the ministers,

because tlie ministers are for the church, and for
their edification and benefit ; not the churches for

the ministers, and for their dignity, dominion, and
wcilth. .Yot for that we have dominion over your
faith, but cr h-lfiers of your joy, 2 Cor. 1. 24.

They arc no, only the servants of Christ, but the
servants of tht church fur his sake. Ourselves your
servants for ./esus' sake, 2 Cor. 4. 5.

Observe, The Christims here are called saints;
set apart for Ciod, or sanctified by his Spirit, either
by visible firofrssion or real holiness. And they who
arc not really saints on earth, will never be saints in

heaven. Observe, It is directed to all the saints, one
as well as another, even the meanest, the poorest,
anl those of the least gifts. Christ makes no dif-

fcience ; the rich and the floor meet together in

him : and the ministers must not make a difference

in their care and tenderness upon these accounts.'

We must not hax'C the faith ofour Lord Jesus Christ

with respect ofpersons, James 2. 1. Saints in Christ

Jesus ; saints are accepted only by virtue of their
being in Christ Jesus, or as they are Christians. Out
of Christ the best saints will appear sfwners, and un-
able to stand before God.

2. It is directed to the ministers, or church-offi-
cers ; vjith the bishops and deacons, 'i^he bishops or
ciders, in the first place, whose office it was to teach
and rule ; and the deacons, or overseers of the poor,
who took care of the outward business of the house
of God ; the place, the furniture, the maintenance
of the ministers, and provision for the poor. These
were all the offices which were then known in the
church, and which were of divine appointment. The
apostle, in the direction of his epistle to a Christian
church, acknowledges but two orders, which he
calls bishops and deacons. And whosoever shall

consider, that the same characters and titles, the
same qualifications, the same acts of oftice, and the
same honour and respect, are every where ascribed
throughout the New Testament to those who are
called bishops and presbyters, (as Dr. Hammond
and other learned men allow,) will find it difficult to
make them a different office or distinct order of
ministry in the scripture times.

III. Here is the apostolical benediction, {v. 2.)
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Fa-
ther, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the
same, almost word for word, in all the epistles ; to
teach us, that we must not be shy of forms, though
we are not to be tied down to them, especially such
as are not scriptural. The only form in the Old
Testament is that of a benediction, (Numb. 6. 23—
26. ) On this wise ye shall bless the children of Is-

rael, saying unto them. The I^ord bless thee and
keep thee : the Lord make his face shine upon thee,

and be gracious unto thee : the Lord lift up the light

of his countenance upon thee, ami give thee pewe.
So in the New Testament, the good which is wished
is spiritual good, grace and peace ; the free favour
and good-will of God ; and all the blessed fruits and
effects of it : and that froin God our Father, and
from the Lord Jesus Christ ; jointly from them
both, though in a different way. Observe, 1. No
peace without grace. Inward peace springs from a

sense of divine favour. 2. No grace and peace but

from God our Father, the Fountain and Original

of all blessings ; the Father of lights, from whom
Cometh down every good and perfect gift, James 1.

17. 3. No grace and peace from God our Father,

but in and through our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ,

as Mediator, is the Channel of conveyance of all

spiritual blessings to the church, and directs the dis-

posal of them to all his members.

3. 1 thank my God upon every remem-
braiice of you, 4. (Always in every praj-er



PPHLIPIMAXS, I 569

of mine for you all makiiii; rcquf'Sl wiili

?oy,) 5. F'or your fellowship in the fjospel,

iVoni tlu' first day until now, 6. Being con-

fident of this very ihinj;, that he w ho hath

iicgun a f;ooil work in you will perform ii

until the day of Jesus Christ:

Tlie apostle pr iccecls, after tlie inscription and
Ijcnedicti )i', i'U/ia>ikiigii'ing' Un' the saints at Philip-

pi. Hi- tt'lls them wh,;t it was he thanked Gcxl for,

i]< II their account. Obscrse liere,

I. Paul remembered tlieni : he l)ore them much in

his ih iui^hts ; and th"u ;li they were out of sight, and
ne w is at a distance from them, yet they were not out
of his mind : or, U/ion tTrry incntion ofyou—itt) ?rdr>i

Tt- uvdjL iuZv. As lie often thought of them, so he of-

ten spake of them, and dt.lighted to hear them spoken
of 'Phc very mention of them was grateful to him : it

isapleasuretohear of the welfare of an absent friend.

II. He remembered them ivitli joy. At Philippi

he was evil entreated ; thei"e he was scourged and
put into the stocks, and for the present saw little of

tlie fruit of his labour; and ) et he remembers Phi-
lippi with joy. He looV^ed ujjon his sufferings for
Chri.st as his credit, his comfort, his crown, and was
pleased at every mention of the place where he suf-

fered. So far was he from being ashamed of them,
or loath to hear of the scene of his sufferings, that he
remembered it with joy.

III. He remembered them in prayer ; Always in

every jiraycr of mine for you all, v. 4. The best
remembrance of our friends, is, to remember them
at the throne of grace. Paul was much in prayer
for his friends, for all his friends, for thes^ particu-
larly. It should seem by this manner of expression,
that he mentioned at the throne of grace the seve-
ral churches he was interested in, and concerned
fir, particularly and by ijame. He had seasons of
prayer for the church at Pliilififii. God gives us
leave to be thus free with him ; though, for our com-
fort, he knows whom we mean, when we do not
name them.

IV. He thanked God upon every joyful remem-
brance of them. Observe, Thanksgiving must have
a part in every prayer ; and whatsoever is the mat-
ter of ovn- rejoicing, ought to be the matter of our
thanksgiving. What we have the comfort of, God
must ha\e the glory of. He thanked God, as well
as mad' requests with joy. As holy joy is the heart
and so<(l of thankful praise, so thankful praise is the
lip and language of holy joy.

V. As in our prayers, so in our thanksgiving, we
must eye God as our God ; / thank my God. It

encourages us in ])rayer, and enlarges the heart in

praise, to see every mercy coming from the hand of
Crod, as our Gotl. I thank my God upon ex>ery re-

membrance of you. We must thank our God for

others' graces and comforts, and gifts and usefulness,

as we receive the benefit of them, and God receives
glory bv them.

But what is the matter of this thanksgiving }

1. He gives thanks to God for the comfort he had
in them ; {v. 5.) for your felloivshifi in the ,^ospel,

from the first day until now. Observe, Gospel-
fellowship is a good fellowship ; and the meanest
Christians have fellowship in the gospel with the
greatest ajjostles : for the gospel salvation is a co7n-

mon salvation ; (Jude 3.) and they obtain like pre-
cious faith with them, 2 Pet. 1. 1. They who sin-

cerely receive and embrace the gospel, have fellow-

shin in it from the very _first day : a new-born
Christian, if he is ti-ue-boni, is interested in all the
promises and privileges of the gospel from the first

Jaw of his becoming such. Until noiv. Observe,
It is a great comfort to ministers, when they who
begin well, hold on and persevere.

Vol. VI.—4 C

/ Some, by their fellowship in the '^ospe', un-ler.

I

stand their liberality toward propagating of irie gos-

j

pel, and translate jtc/ycfn*, not comiumiioJi, hutcom-

j

munication. But comparing it with Paul's thanks-
gi\ingon the account of oilier churches, it rather

I

seems to be taken m(>re i^eneralh , f»>r the fellowship
I
which they had, in faith and hope and h.oly love,

j

with all gocd Christians ; a fellowship in go«-pel pro-
niises, ordinances, ]))i\ ilet;(s, and hopes; and this
from the f.rst day until now.

2. For the confidence he hatl concerning them
;

(v. 6. ) Being confident of this very thing, gcc. ()b-
serve. The confidence of Christians is tlie great com-
fort of.Chiistians, and we may ft-tch matter of praise
from our hojjcs as well a.s from our jovs ; we nuist
give thanks not only for what we have the present
possession and evidence of, but for what we have
the future prosi)cct of Paul speaks with much
confidence concerring the good estate of others.
ho])ing well concerning them in the judgment of
charity, and being confident in the judgment rf faith,

that if they were sincere they should be happv.
That he who hath begun a good work in iiou, will
perform it unto the daxi o/ Jesus Christ.

' A g(cd
work among you—h Cy-lv, so it niav be read : under-
stand it in the gencnd, cf the ])lantingof the church
among them. He who hath planted Cihristianitv in

the world, will preserve it as loin.-; as the world
stands. Christ will have a church till the mvsteiy
of God shall be finished, and the mystical body
completed. The church is built upon' a rock, and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. But it

is rather to be applied to jiarticular persons, and
then it speaks of the certain acc( niplishment of the
work of grace wherever it is beuun.
Observe here, (1.) The work of grace is a good

work, a blessed wcn-k ; for it makes us good, and is an
earnest of good to us. It makes us like God, and fits

us for the enjovment of (wid. That may well be call-

ed a good work, which does us the greatest good.

(2.) Where\er tlrs good work is begun, it is ff
God's beginning ; //r //as begun a good work in you.
We could not begin it ourselves, for we are bv na-
ture dead in trespasses and sins : and what can dead
men do toward raising theni>elvfs to life ; or how can
they begin to act, till they are enlivened in the same
respect in which thev are said to be dead ? It is God
who quickens them w/io are thus dead, F.ph. 2. 1.

Col. 2. 13.

(3. ) The work of grace is but begun in this life

;

it is not finished here ; as long as we are in thi.s

imperfect state, there is still something more to bo
done.

(4.) If the same God who begins the good work,
did not undertake the carrvintr and finishing it, it

would lie for ever unfinished. He must perform it,

who beiran it.

(5.) \\'e mav he confident, or well persuaded,
that God not only will not forsake, hut that he will
finish and crown, t/ie work of his own hands. For,
as for God, his work is firrfrt.

(6.^ The work of grace will never be perfected till

the day of .Tesus Christ, the dav of his appearance :

when he shall come to judge the world, and finish
his mediation, then this work will be complete, and
the top-stone will be brought forth with shoutinif.
We have the same expression, v. 10.

7. Even as it is meet for me to think this

of you all, because I have you in mv heart

:

inasmuch as both in mv bonds, and in tho

defence and confirmation of the ffos!:)pl, vp
all are partakers of mv naco. S. For (iod

is my record, how greatly T long after j'ou

all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.
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The apostle expresses the ardent affection he had
f 'V t!u-m, and his concern for their spiritual wel-
ftre; (t'. 7.) I have you in ?ny heart. He loved
them as his own soul, and they lay near his heart.

lie til iii^ht much of them, and was in care about
them. Ol^serve,

1. \y\\\' he had them in his heart ; Inasmuch as

both in my bond.i, and in the defence and confirma-
tion of the gofipel, ye all are Jiartakers of my grace ;

they had received benefit by liim and by his minis-

try ; tliev were ])artak.ers of tliat i^race ofGod which
bv him, and through his hands, was conmiunicated
to them. This makes people dear to their ministers

—tlie'r receiving benefit by their ministry. Or,
" Ye are partukem ofmy grace, ye have joined with

me in d )ing and suffering." Tliey were partakers
of his affliction by sympathy and concern, and rea-

diness to assist him. This he calls i)eing partakers

of hi>i icrace : f )r they who suffer with the saints,

are, and sliall Ije, comforted witli them ; and they

s!ia!l slrire in t!ie reward, who bear the'r part of

t!ie burthen. He loved them because tliey adhered
t ) liim in his bonds, and in the defence and confir-

?njlion of the gosfiel : they were as ready to appear
in their places, and according to their capacity, for

the defence of the gospel, as the apostle was in h^s

;

and therefore he had them iii his heart. Fellow-suf-

ferers shouhl be dear one to another ; they who
h ive ventured and suffered in the same good cause
ot Ciod and religion, should for that reason love one
aaotlier dearlv : or, because you have me at heart—
otJ. T'- ix,"^ f^'' '" '^'''

"'•'P'^'V uuic. They distinguished

their respect to him, by adhering firmly to the doc-
trine he preached, and readily suffering for it along
with him. The truest mark of res]5ect towards our
ministers, is, receiving and abiding by the doctrine

they pieach.
2. 'I"he evidence ol it ; It is meet for me to thin/:

this of you all, because I have you in my heart. By
this it appeaj'ed that he had them in his heart, be-

cause li? had a good opniion of them, and good hopes
concei-ning them. Observe, It is very proper to

think the best of other people, and as well as we can
of them ; to suppose as well of them as the matter
will admit in all cases.

3. An ai)peal to God concerning the truth of this

;

(v. 8.) For C^od is my record, how greatly I long
after iiou all in the bowels of Jesus Christ: having
them in his heart, he longed after them ; either he
longed to see them, longed to hear fi-om them, or he
longed for their spiritual welfare, and their increase

and im])rnvement in knowledge and grace. He had

Joy in them, {v. 4.) because of the good he saw and
iieard of among them : yet still he longed after them,
to hear f>f more of it among them ; and he longed
after them alt ; not only those among them who
were witty and wealthy, but even the meanest and
]H)orest ; and he Ionised greatly after them, or with
Ftrong affection and great irood-will ; and this in (he

bowels of .Jesus Christ, with that tender concern
whicl\ Christ himself has, and has shewn to precious
souls. Paul was herein w follower of Christ, and all

Rood ministers should aim to be so. O the bowels
of compassion which are in Jesus Christ to poor
siuls ! It w:is in compassion to them that he under-
t >ok their salvation, and put himself to so vast an
expense to compass it. Now, in conformity to the
example of Christ, Pnvd had a compassion for them,
and longed after them all in the bowels of Jesus
Christ. Shall not we pity and love those souls

whom Christ had such a love and pity for ? For this

he appeals to God ; God is my record. It was an
inward disposition of mind tha' he expressed toward
them, which God only was Witness tr the sincerity

of, and therefore to him he appeals. " WHiether
vou know it or not, or are sensible o* it, God, who
k/iows the heart, knows it."

9. And tills I pray, thnt your lovo mav
abound yet more and more in know'le.itrc;

and in all judgment; 10. That y<; mav
approve things that are excellent; that \(-

may be sincere, and without oftonce, tiii

the day of" Christ ; 11. Being filled witii

the fruits of righleousness, which are l>v

Jesus Christ, unto tiie glory and praise of
God.

These verses contain the prayers he put up for
them. Paul often lets Jiis friends know what it was
he begged of God for tliem, that they m'ght know
what to beg for themselves, and be directed in ihtir
own prayers; and that thev might be encouraged to
hope they should receive from God the (juickeiiiiir,

strengthening, establishing, comforting grace, which
so powerful an intercessor as Paul was, asked of
God for them. It is an encouragement to us, fv)

know that we are ])rayed for by our friende, win,
we have reason to think, have an interest itt tht-

throne of grace. It was intended likewise for ilieir

direction in their walk, and that thev might labour
to answer his prayers fir them ; f 'rby that it would
appear that God had answered them. Paul, in

praying thus for them, expected good co.-'ctming
them. It is an inducement to us to do i/.ir dut'-.

that we may not disappoint the expectatit,!is of
praying friends and ministers. He pra\ s,

1. That they might l;e a loving ];eoplc, and that
good affections might abound among them ; That
your love rnight abound yet more and more. Ht
mean-; it of their love to God, and one another,
and all men. Love is the fulfilling both of the law
and of the gospel. Observe, They who abound
much in any grace, have still need to abound more
and more ; because there is still something wanting
in it, and we are imperfect in our best attainments.

2. That they might be a knowing, judicious jjco

pie ; that love might abound in knowledge, and in

alljudgment. It is not a blind love that will recom
mend us to God, but a love grounded ujjon know-
ledge and judgment. We must love God, becaust';

of his infinite excellence and loveliness ; and lovt

our brethren, because of what we see of the image
of God upon them. Strong passions, without know-
ledge and a settled judgment, will not make us com-
plete in the will of God, and sometimes do more hui't

than good. The Jews had a zeal of Cod, but not

according to knowledge, and were transported by it

to violence and rage, Rom. 10. 2. John 16. 2.

3. That they might be a discerning people. This
would be the effect of their knowledge and judg-
ment ; That ye maij approve the things which are

excellent ; {v. 10.) or, as it is in the margin, Tm
the things which differ ; eic to S'.Ki/ua^nv Cuac to <//»<;•!-

pcvrsi ; that we may approve the things which are

excellent upon the trial of them, and discern their

difference from other thin(2,s. Observe, The truths

and laws of Christ are excellent thinirs ; ;md it is

necessary that we everv one ap])TTivc of them, ;uid

esteem them such, ^^'e only need to try them, to

approve of them, and thev will easily lecommend
themselves to anv searching and discerniny mind.

4. That they might be an lionest, uprifht-heartod

people ; That ye mau be sincere. Sincerity is our

gospel-perfection, that in which we s'<iould have our

con\ersation in the woi-ld, and which is the r1ot\'

of all our graces, ^^''hen the eye ii sinc^le, whei we
are inward with God in what we do, are really whar
we appear to be, and mean honestly ; then we are

sincere.

5. That they mieht be an inoffensive ]>eople

;

that ye mav be without offmce mitil the dnu of
ChrxHt : not apt to take offence ; and very cartful not
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\o give offence to God or their brethren ; to live in

'ill good cotiHcieiice bi-fore God, (Acts 23. 1.) and to

exercise ourselves to luive always a conscience void

of offence ioivard God and toward men, Acts 24.

lb. And we must c( ntinue to the end blameless,

that we may be jjiesented so at tlic day of Christ.

He will present thecluirch without sj-^ot or wrinkle ;

(Eph. 5. 27.) and finsent \n:l\t\ev^ faultless before

t'le Jircsence of his glory, with exceeding joy, Jude
: t.

6. That tliey miglu l)e a fruitful, useful people
;

(t'. 11.) Beingfilled with the fruits of righteousness,

&c. From (iod is our fruit found, and theiefore

fi-om him it must be asked. The fruits of rightious-
r/css are tlie evidences and effects of our sanctifica-

tioi) ; the duties of holiness springing from a renewed
hi.-art, the r'jot of the matter in us; beingfilled w\th
tlein. Observe, They who do much good, should

si 11 (iideavimr to do more. The fruits of righteous-

ness, brought forth for the glory of God and edifi-

canon of liis chuich, sh-;uld ix-nWy fill us, and wholly
take us up. Fear nut l)eing emptied by bringing

i'n\h the fruits of righteousness, for you will be
filled witli them. These fi'uits are by Jesus Christ,

by liis strength and grace, for without him we can
d'j n<j'hing. He is the Root of the good olive, from
wliicli it ilei'ives its fatness. W'e are strong in the

"race which is in Chriftt Jesus, (2 Tim. 2. 1.) and
'strengthened with might by his S/iir-if ; (Rph. 3. 16.)

and they ai'e unto the glory and firaise of God. VVe
nuist not aim at our own glurv in our iruitfulness,

i)ut at the /i raise and glory of God ; that God may
be glorified in all things ; (1 Pet. 4. 11.) and what-
s'jever we do, we must do all to the glory of God, 1

Cnr. 10. 31. It is much for the honour of Ciod,

when Christians not only are good, but do good, and
abound in good works.

12. But I would ye should understand,

hretlnen, that the things v^hich happened
unto tne have fallen out rather unto the

furtiierance of the gospel ; 1 .3. So that my
heads in Christ arc manifest in all the pa-

\<\ci\ and in all o{\\qx places ; M. And
many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing
( onlident by my bonds, are much more
bold to speak tlie word without fear. 15.

Some indeed preach Christ even of envy
H'ld strife; and some also of good-will. 16.

Tlie one preach Christ of contention, not

sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my
bonds : 1 7. But the other of love, knowing
th;il I am set for the defence of the gospel.

1 8. What then? Notwithstanding, every

way, whether in pretence, or in truth,

Christ is preached ; and I therein do re-

joice, yea, and will rejoice. 19. For I

know that this shall turn to my salvation

throuirh your prayer, and the supply of the

Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20. According to

nn earnest expectation and my hope, that

in notiiing I shall lie ashamed, but that with

all l)oldness, as always, so now also Christ

shall he magnified in my body, whether it

be by life, or by death.

N\'e see here the care the apostle takes to prevent
their l)eing offended at his sufferings. He was now
u i)risoner at Rome ; this miglu be a stumbling-block
to those who had received the gospel by his minis-

try. They might be tempted to think, If this doc-
tnne was indeed of (iod, God would not suffer or.

e

who was so active and instrumental in preaching
and propagating it, to be tlirown by as a desjjist cl

broken vessel. They might be shy rf owning th'.s

doctrine, lest they should be involved in the same
trouble themselves. Now, to take off the offirxe of
the cross, he exi)ounds tliis dark and hard chajner
of his sufferings, and makes it very ea'-y, intelligible,

and reconcileable to the wisdom and goodi.ess of
God who employed him.

I. He suffered l)v the sworn enemies of the gospel,
who laid him in prison, and aimed at taking away
his life ; but they should not be stuml)]ed «t this, for

good was brought out of it, and it tended to the fur-

therance of the gospel
;

(t*. 12.) The things which
happened unto me, have fallen out ra'hcr unto the

furtherance of the gospel. A strange chymistry of

Providence this, to extract so gieat a grod out of so

great an evil, as the enlargement of the gospel by
the confinement of the a])osile. " I suffir trouble as
an evil-doer, even unto bonds ; but the word of God
is not bound, 2 Tim. 2. 9. They cannot imprison
the word of fiod ; that has h'ifree course, though I

am confined." But how was this ?

1. It alarmed those who were without; (t. 13.)
" Aly bonds in Christ, or for Christ, are rnanifest in

all the palace, and in all other places. The empe-
ror, the courtiers, the magistrates, are convinced
that I do not suffer as an evil-doer, but as an honest
man, with a good conscience. They know that I

suffer for Christ, and not for any wickedness." Ob-
serve, (1.) Paid's sufferings made liim known at

court, where perhaps he would never have other-
wise been known ; and might lead some of them to

inquire after the gospel for which he suffered, which
they might otherwise have never heard of. (2.)
When his bonds were manifest in the palace, thev
were manifest in all other places. The sentiments

of the court have a great influence on the scntimrntg

of allpeople—Regis ad exemplum totus componitur
orbis.

2. It imboldened them who were within. As his
enemies were startled at them, so his friends v.ere
heartened by them. Upright men ahall be astonish-

ed at this, and the innocent shall stir up himsrlf
against the hypocrite. The righteous also shall

hold on his way, and he who haf/i clean hands shall
be stronger and stronger, Job 17. 8, 9. S<1 it was
here; {y. 14.) Many of the brethmi in the Lord
waxing corifident by ?ny bonds. The cxpcctiitinn
of trouble for their religion, in genend, ])e) haps dis-

heartened and discouraged them ; Inn when thev
saw Paul imprisoned for Christ, they were .so far
from being deterred from preaching Chri'it. and
praising his name, that it mnde them the more !^old ;

for they could gladly suffer in Pa\d's comnaii\. If
they should be hurried from the jinlpit U the prison,
they could be reconciled to it, because thev would
be there in such good comj)anv. Besides, the com-
fort which Paul had in his sufferings, his extraordi-
nary consolations i-eceived from Christ in a suffering
state, greatly encouraged them. Thev saw that
they who served Christ, served a good Master, wjio
could both bear them up and bear them rut, in their
sufferings for him. Waxing confident bn my bonds.
Utirndirnt. Thcy were more fully satisfied and pei-
suaded by what thev saw. Observe the power of

I
divine grace ; that which was intended In- the ev.t-

my to discourai'.e tlie preachers of the roipcl. war>

over-ruled for their enconracremeiit. And art- niu:h
more bold to.sfira/c fhf vjord without far : thry .sec

the worst of it, ;nid thereforf^ are not fifrai<l t'> ven-
ture. Their confidence eave them cournge, and theii

couratre preserved them from the power f f fenr.

II. Pa\il suffered from false frien''*; ^s w ell as from
enemies

; {v. 15, 16.) Some preach Christ even of
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envy and strife. The one p.rcach Christ of C'j\tfn-

tioiiy not sincerely. Now tins would be a suinibling-

bluck and disci)Urai;ement to some, that there wci-e

those who envjed Paul's reputation in tlie churches,

aiid the interest he liad among the Chrisiians ; and
endeavoured to supplant and undermine him. The\'

wei'e secretly pleased when he was laid up in prison,

that they nii.^ht have the better opportunity to steal

away the people's affections ; and they laid them-
selves out the more in preaching, tliat they might
i^ain t 1 themseU es the reputation they envied him ;

6'ii/i/i'jsing to add affliction to my bonds : they thought
hcrel/N' to grie\ e his sjiirit, and make him afraid of

li/Siug his interest ; uneasy under his confinement,
asiii .nip-uicnt for release. It is sad that there should

be men who profess the gospel, esjiecially who
preacii it, who are governed by such principles as

these ; who should preach Christ in spite to Paul,

an^i to increase the affliction of his bonds. Let us not

think it strange, if in these later and more degene-
rate ages of the church there should be any such.

Howexer, there were others who were animated
by Paul's suffering to preach Christ the more \ i-

e-.nubly; Some also ofgood-ivill, and of love: from
siiicei'e afTectinn to the gospel, that the work might
ni<i stand, while the workman was laid up. Ktionv-

i<r.( that I am set for the deftnce of the gospel.

Tliey l;new that he was appointed to support and
j^rop.u;ate the gospel in the world, against all the
violence and ojjposition of its enemies; and were
afraid lest the gospel should suffer by his confine-

nu n:. This made them the more bold to preach the
wfird, and su/i/ily his lack ofservice to the church.

It is \ ery affecting to see how easy the apostle was
in the midst of all ; {y. 18.) JSTofwithstanding every
way, Tjhether in firetence or in truth, Christ is

fin ached ; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and I ivill

rtjoice. Note, The preaching of Christ is the joy

( t all who wish well to his kingdom among men.
Since it may tend to the good of many, we ought to

rcj lice in it, though it is done in pretence, and not

in reality. It is God's prerogative to judge of the

Iirinciples men act upon ; this is out of our line,

'aul was so far from envying those who had liberty

to preach the gospel while he was under confine-

ment, that he rejoiced in the preaching of it, even
bv those who do it in pretence, and not in tinith.

I low much more then should we rejoice in the
])reaching of the gospel, by them who do it in truth,

yea though it should be with much weakness and
some mistake !

Two things made the apostle rejoice in the preach-
ing the gospel.

1. Hecause it tended to the salvation of the souls

of men ; (v. 19.) I know that this shall tJirn to my
salualion. 01)serve, God can bring good out of evil

;

and wliat does not turn to the salvation of the mi-
nisters, may yet, by the gi'ace of God, be made to

turn to the salvation of the people. What reward
can ihcy expect, who preach Christ out of strife
and I i.vy and contention, and to add affliction to a
faithful minister's b' nds; who preach in pretence,
5;nd w X ill truth? And yet even this may turn to the
salviiiK n <'f I ihcr.-; and PanPh lejoicing in it turned
to his salvaiioi. u>' . Phis is one < f the things which
uciomfiuny salvutiou—U) be aljlc to rcj< ice that
Clinsi is pi ci.clieil, ihi.ugh it be to the diminuti<-n of
\ir, ;.nd < ur n jMUatio . This ik.Ij e spirit apjjeared
in J hn tiie Uip ist, at the fir.-t public preaciiing of
Christ; " 'Ihis my joy therefore is fulfilled.

'

lie
must increase, but I must dtcv<ai,e, hAiw 3. ^9, 50.
Let him shine, th'nigh I am ol)!-cured; ai;d his glory
be exalted, th ugh up'ii niy ruins." Otluisundir-
btaiid ;liis expressi' n of thi malice ( f liis enemies
being (kfiated, and contributnitr t' wiird his delivtr-
anct from liis confincuKnt; ihr'jugh your f)ravers,
qui! tiie supply of the Uptrit of ChiiSt. Note, \Vhat-|

ever turns to r ur salvation, is by the supply oi ihe
ai(isand i^ssiatance of the Sjiirit ofChiist ; and])iav e:

is the appointed me;tiis of fetcliiiig in that supply.
Tlie pra) ers ( f the ]jci

] le may biing a supply o* -fie

Spirit to their ministers, to enable them in sufi'erirg,

as well as preaching the gospel.

2. Because it would turn to the glory of Christ

;

(y. 20.) where he takes occaskm to mention his own
entire devotedness to the service and honrur cf

Christ. According to my eariust ex/ieclalion and
hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, gcc. Here
obser\ e,

(1.) The great desire of every true Christian is,

that Christ may be magnified and i;l' rified ; that
his name may be gi'eat, and his kingdom conn:

(2.) They who truly desire that Christ may he
magnified, desire that he may l)e magnified in their

body. They present their Aofl'/Vi- « living sacn^ci

,

(Rom. 12. 1.) and yield their 7nt n.bers as instrumtJiis

of righteousness unto God, Rom. 6. 13. 'Ihev ;ire

willing to ser\ e his designs, and lie ir:strumental to

his glory, with every member of their body, as v. ell

as faculty of their soul.

(3.) It' is much for the gloiy of Christ, that we
should serve him boldly, and not be ashamed cf him:
with freedt'm and liberty of mind, and without dis-

couragement. That in nothing I shall be ashamed,
but that with all boldness Christ may be magnified.
The boldness of Christians is the honc^ur of Christ,

(4.) They who make Christ's gloiy their desire

and design, may make it their expectation and hope. ,

If it be truly aimed at, it sliall certainfy be attained.

If in sincerity we pra\ , Father, glorify thy name,
we may be sure of the same answer to that prayer
which Christ had ; I have glorified it, and I ivill

glorify it again, John 12. 28.

(5.) They who desire Christ may be magnified in

their bodies, have a holy indifference irhether it be

by life or by death. They refer it to hini, which
way he will make them serxiceable to his g!or\

,

whether by their labour or suffering ; by their deii-

gence or patience ; by tlieir living to his hciK ur in

working for him, or dying to his honour in suffering

for him.

21. For to me to live is Christ, and to die

is gain. 22. But if I live in the flesh, tiiis

is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall

choose I wot not. 23. For I am in a strait

betwixt two, bavins: a desire to deparl, and
to be with Christ; which is far better: 21.

Nevertheless to abide in th(> flesh is more
needful for you. 25. And having this con-

fidence,! know that I shall abide and con-

tinue with you all for yoiu' furtherance and
joy of faith ; 26. That your reioicinii may
be more abundant in .Tesus Ciirist for me
by my coming to you again.

We have here an account of the life and death (.f

blessed Paul : his life was Christ, and his death wa^
gain. Observe, 1. It is the undoubted character of

everv good Christian, that to him to live is Christ.

The'glory of Christ ought to be the end of (Mir life,

the gi-ace of Christ the principle of our life, and the

word of Christ the rule of it. The Christian life is

derived from Christ, and directed to him. He is

the Principle, Rule, and End of it. 2. All tin se to

whom to live is Christ, to thern to die will he gait, ;

it is great gain, a present gain, everlasting' gain.

Death is a threat loss to a caiiial worldly man ; for

he loses all his comforts and all his hopes : but to a
gooti Christian it is gain, for it is the end of all his

weakness and misery, and the perfection of his com-
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forts, and accomplishment of his hopes : it delivers

him from all the evils of life, and brinies him to the

pos'-ession of the chiefest good. Or, To me to die in

^ain, that is, "to tlie gospel as well as to myself,

whicli will receive a further confirmation !:)y the seal

of my blood, as it had before by the labours of my
life."' So Christ would be magnified by his death,

V. 20. Some read the whole expression thus ; To
"le, living and dying, Christ in gain ; "I desire no

niire, neither while 1 live nor when I die, but to win

Christ and be found in him."
It might be thought, if death was gain to him, he

uould 1)6 wearv of life, and impatient for death.

N >, savs he, {v. 22.) If I live in the flesh, this is the

fruit of my labour, that is, Christ is. He reckoned

his la'V urwe'.l bestowed, if he could be instrumen-

tal to adv:uice the honour and interest of the king-

dom of Christ in the world. It is th^fruit of my la-

bour—K:ipro( ipyii—o/ierte firetiiun. It is worth

while for a g'lod Christian and a good minister to

live ill the world, as long as he can glorifv God and

do good to his church. Yet rjhat I shall choose I
ivoi not ; for Tarn in a strait betvjixt two. It was a

blessed strait whicli Paul was in, not between two
evil thing-s, but between tsvo good things. David was
in a strait by three judgments—sword, famine, and

pestilence : Paul was in a strait between two bless-

uigs—living to Christ, and being with him. Here
we have him reasoning with himself upon the mat-

ter.

I. His inclination was for de.ith. See the power
of faith and of divine grace ; it can reconcile the

mind to death, and make us willing to die, though

death is the destruction of our present nature, and
the greatest natural e\il. We have naturally an

aversion to death, but he had an inclination to it ;

(t'. 23. ) having a desire to defiart, and to be with

Christ. Observe, 1. It is bi'ing with Christ, which
makes a departure desirable to a good man. It is

not simplv dying, or putting off the body ; it is not

of itself and for its own sake a desirable thing : but

it may be necessarily connected with something else,

whicfi may make it truly so. If I cannot be with

Christ without departing, I ^h.\]\ reckon it desirable

on that account to depart. Oliserve, 2. As soon as

ever the soul departs, it is immediately with Christ.

This day shall thou be wifh me in paradise, Luke
23. 43. .Absent from the body, and present with the

Lord, (2 Cor. 5. 8.) without any interval between.
Which is far better, -otoax" yap /^nxxiv x/uio-o-ov

—

very
much exceeding, or vastly firef-rable. They who
know the value of Christ and lieaven, will readily

ackntnvledge it far better to he in heaven than to be
in this world, to be with Christ than to be with any
creature ; for in this world we are com])assed about

with sin, b>rn to trouble, born ajrain to it : but if we
come to be with Christ, farewell sin and tempta-
tion, farewell sorrow and death, for ever.

II. His judgment was rather to live a while longer

in this world, for the service of the church ; {v. 2-1.)

JVevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needfulfor
you. It is needfid for the church to have ministers ;

and faithful ministers can ill be s])ared, when the

ha?-vest i" /i/entrous and the labourers few. Observe,

Thev who have most reason to desire to depart,

should be willing to continue in the world as long as

God has any work for them to do. Patd's strait was

not between living in this world and living in heaven ;

between these two there is no comparison : but his

strait was between serving Christ in this world and

enjoying him in another. Still it was Christ that his

heart was upon : though, to advance the interest of

Clirist and his churcli, he chose rather to tarry

here, where he met with oppositions and difficulties,

-ind to deny himself for a while the satisfaction of

his reward.
Jnd having f'i^ 'onfidence, I knovj that I shall

abide and continue wi'h yoit al! for xrjurfurtherance
and joy offaith, t-. 2.5." Olj>L'r\ e'here', 1. Wliat a
great confidence Paul had in the Divine Providence,
that it would order all for the Ik st to inm. " Hav-
ing this confidence, that it will be needful for vou
that I should abide in the flesh, I know that I shall

abide." 2. Whatsoever is best for the church, we
may be sure God will do. If we know what is need-
ful for building up the body of Christ, we may cer-
tainly know what will be : for he will take care of
its interests, and do what is best, all things con-
sidered, in every condition it is in. 3. Observe what
ministers are cont nued for ; for ourfurtherance and
joy of faith, our further advancement in holiness
and coTTifort. 4. What promotes our yb/V// ovrf_;o(/

offaith, is very much for our furtherance in the wav
to heaven. The more faith, the more joy, and the
more faith and joy, the more we are furthered in our
Christian course. 5. There is need of a settled mi-
nistry, not only for the conviction and conversion r f

sinners, but for the edification of saints, and their
furtherance in spiritual attainments.

That your rejoicing may be more abundant in

Jesus Christ for me, by my coming lo you again, v.

26. They rejoice in the hopes of seeing him, and
enjo\ ing his further labours among them. Observe,
(1.) The continuance of ministers with the church,
ought to be the rejoicing of all who wish v/ell to the
church, and to its interests. (2.) All our joys should
terminate in Christ. Our joy in good ministers
should be our joy in Christ Jesus for them ; for they
are but thefriends of the Bridegroom, and are to be
received in his name, and for his sake.

27. Only let your conversation be as it

becometh the gospel of Christ; that, whe-
ther I conu' and see yon, or else be absent,

I may hear of your affairs, tliat ye stand
fast in one spirit, with one mind, striving

together for the faith of the gospol ; 28.

And in notliing terrified by your adversa-

ries; which is to them an evident token of

perdition, but to you of salvation, and that

of God. 29. For unto you it is given in the

behalf of Christ, not only to believe on
him, but also to suffer for. his sake ; 30.

Having the same conflict which ye saw in

me, a7id now hear to be in me.

The apostle concludes the chapter with two ex-
hortations.

I. He exhorts them to strictness of conversation
;

{v. 27.) Only let your conversation be as becometh
the gospel of Christ . Observe, They who profess
the gospel of Christ, shoidd have then- conversation
as becomes the gospel, or in a suitableness and agi-ee-

ablencss to it. Let it be as becomes those who be-
lieve gospel- tniths, submit to gospel-laws, and de-
jiend upon gos])el-promises ; and with an answer-
able faith, holiness, ,ind comfort. Let it be in all

respects as those who belong t() the kingdom of Cod
among men, and are memliers and subjects of it. It

is an oiTiament to our j)rofessinn, when rm* conver-
sation is of a piece with it. That vjhrther I come
and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of r/our

affairs. He had spc-ken in v. 26. r f his coming to

them again, and had sj^oken it with some assuj-ance,

though he was now a prisoner ; but he would not
have them build upon that. Our religion must not

be bound up in the hands of our ministers ; "Whe-
ther I come or no, let me hear well of you, and do
you stand fast." Whether ministers come or no,

Christ is always at hand. He is nigh to us, never
far from usj and hastens his second coming; the
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coming ofthe Lord dravjs fugli, Jun.ts 5. 8. Let me
hear of \(u, tJiut you ifcn.d fusi m otic spirii, ivnii

one 7ntnd striving t'jgtlhtrjor i/itfait/, of the goi/ul.
Three thiiiL,s he desired to hear (if them ; and they
?re all such as !jec( me the i^cspel.

1. It becomes those who profess the gospel, to

Irive fc r it, to u.-e a holy vio/tnce in takinir the kifig-

doin of Jitavi-n. The fail /i of the gos/ul is the doc-
trine (if faitli, or the religion of the' gospel. There is

that in the faith of the gospel, which is worth striv-

ing for. If religicvn is worth any thing, it is worth
every tiling. Ihere is mncli ojjposition, and there
is need ( f striving. A man may sleep and go to hell ;

hut he \\h() will go to heaven, nmst lock about him
and \)t (liligerit.

2. The unity and un;.nimity of Christians become
the gf'spel ; Strive together, not strive one with an-
other : all (.f you niust strive against the common
adversaiy. One spirit and one mind become the
gospel ; for there is one J^ord, one Jaith, one bafui,sm.

There may be a or.eness of heart and &fl'ecti( n
among Christians, where there is diversity of judg-
ment, and apprehensions about many things.

3. Steadfastness becomes the gos];el ; Standfast
in 07ie sfiirit, with one mind. Be steadfast, and im-
movable by any oppositic n. It is a shame to reli-

gii n when the professors of it are off and ( n, unfixed
in their minds, and unstable as water; for they will

never excel. They who would strive f(-r the faith
cf the gospel, must stand firm to it.

II. He exhorts them to courage and constancy in

suffering
; {v. 28.) jind in nothing terrijitd by your

adversaries. I'he professors of the gospel have all

akng met with adversaries, especially at the first

planting of Christianity. Our great care must be to

keep cl(«e to our prf:ttssion, and be constant to it

:

whatever oppositions we meet with, we m.ust not be
frightened at them, considering that the condition of
tlie peisecuted is much better and mc>re desirable
tiiaii t!ie condition of the persecutors : for persecut-
ing is an evident token of fierdition ; the\ who op-

]
ose the gospel of Christ, and injure the professors

of it, are marked out for ruin ; but being persecuted
is a token ofsalvation. Not that it is a certain mark

;

many hvpocrites have suffered for their religion;
but it is a good sign that we are in good earnest in

! eligicii, and designed forsalv ation, when weareena-
l)le(l in a riglit mannerto suffer for the causeof Christ.

v. 29. For to you it is given o?i the beha/fof Christ,
not only to believe, but also to suffer for his name.
Here are two ])recious gifts given, and both on the
behalf of Christ. 1. To believe in him. Faith is

(i< d's i^ift on the behalf of Christ, who purchased
f r us not only the blessedness which is the object of
faiih, l)ut the grace of faith itself: the ability and
disposition to ijelieve is from God. 2. To suffer for
the sake (jf Christ, is a valuable gift too : it is a great
liouf ur and a great advantage ; tor we may be very
serv ceable to the glory of G( d, which is the end of
our creation, and encourai;e and confirm the faith of
others. And there is a great reward attending it too

;

Blessed are ye when me?i shall /lersecute you, for
great is your reward in heaven. Matt. 5." 11, 12.

.\nd if we suffer with him. we shall also reign with
him, 2 Tim. 2. 12. If we suffer reproach and loss
for Chi-ist, we are to reckon it a great gift, and prize
it accordingly ; always provided webeliave underour
suffi.rinjrs with the gen\iine temper of the martyrs
and ronfessons

; {v. 30.) " Having the same conjiict
which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me ; you
suffering in the same manner as you saw, and now
hear of me that I suffer." It is not simjily the suffer-
ing, Init the cause ; and not (nly the cause, but the
spirit, which makes the martyr. A man may suffer
in an ill cause, and then he suffers justly ; or in a
good cause, but with a wrong mind, and then his
sufferings lose their value.

CHAP. II.

Tlje apostk- proc( tils to furtiit^r ( xl.ortat.'or.s to several tlutie.'"

.

fobelike riiiii(!ni,iii (I li.wt;-ti ,i!(in!, wliicli l.c i'K.<ttf from
tlie (example of Clnii-l

;
(v.* I .. II.) to be tJili^'t nt ard .•-eri-

ous in tlie Clitistiau couite
;
(v. I'2, 13.) uut lo udoin Iheir

Christian piofe!->ioii ly sevtial .-uilabk; ^Taits, v. ]i.. 18.

He thtn coritlude: wiili pa;!;(ului iioiite anil « on. n.ti da-
lion of two g(iod nlinii:l^l^, 'I iuiotby aiid F.jibpliio(iitus;

whom he desipiiid to stud to linn,, v. 19.. SO.

l.TF thfre he ihercfore any cont^oialioi}

i in Christ, if any coml'oit of 1(!\(,', if

any fcUovvsiiip of the Spirit, if any Low els

and morcits, i\ Fulfil ye n>y joy, il.at ye
may be like-niinded, liaving liie same Jo\(',

being of one accord, of one mind. .:. Let
nothing //cf/o7/e llnoujili s^tiife oi vain-gioiy;

but in lo\A iiness ol mind let ( a{ h esleem
other better than then'.selv(s. ']. Look not
every man on his own things, but eveiy
man also on ilie ihiniLs of oiheis. b. Let
this mind be in you, \\hich was also in

Christ .Tcsus: 6. \A ho, being in tl-e form
of God, ihouglil it not lobbery lo be equal
v^ith God : 7. Ikit made himself of no re-

putation, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and v\ as made in the likeness of
men : 8. And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbkd himself, and bee ame obe-

dient unto death, ev( n the death of the

cross, 9. Wherefore God also iiath highly

exalted him, and given him a name which
is above every name : 10. 1 hat al iIk^ name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things

in heaven, and tilings in earth, and things

under the earth*, *1 1. And that eveiy tongue
should confess tliat Jesus Christ is Lord, to

the glory of (iod the ^'aih.er.

The apostle i}r( ceods in ih s chajter v In i-e iie left

off in the last, with further exlu rtatii i.s loChri.-tian
duties. He jjressts ihem hugely to like-niii.didncss,

and lowly-mindedness, in cdiioim ty tothe (xample
of the Lord Jesus, the great Pattern vi humility and
love. Where we may ( bserve,

I. The great grspel-prectpt pressed upon us ; that
is, to love ( ne another. This is the law ( f Clirist's

kingd( m, the kss(jn of his school, the livoi)' if his
fam.ily. This he represents, [v. 2.) by beinij like-

minded, having the same love, being f.f oiw accord,

of one mind. We aie of a like mil d wlun v\e h.ave

the same love. Christians should be rne in affection,

whether they can be one in apprehension cr no.

This is always in their power, and alwavs their

duty, and is the likeliest way to bring thent nearer
injudiiment. Having tlie saine love. Observe, The
same love that weaic rocjuircd to express to (,thers,

others are ( blii ed to express t(^ us. Christir.n love

(ught to 1)0 mutual love. Love, and yon sh;>!l be
loved. Being of one accord, and of one mind; not
crossing and thwartintr, or driving m separate in-

terests ; but nnanimrusly agreeing in the creat tii'ngs

of (iod, and kcejnng the unity cfihe S/.iiit in other
differences. Hei e observe,

1. The pathetic pressing of the duty. He is very
imi)ortunate with them, knowing what an evidence
it is of our sincerity, and wh.it a means of the pre-
servation and edification f f the body of Christ. The
inducements to brotherly love are these :

(1.) " If there is any consolation in Christ. Have
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you experienced conscdation in Christ ? F.xiik-iice

that experience b_\ hi\ intone .inuun.r.'" I'lie sweci-

ness wc have tuuiKi la the clocti-ine i.f Cliri^t sli.mlcl

sweeten our spirits. Do wc expect consolation in

Christ ? It" we would not be disappointed, we must
love one anotlier. If we have not consolation in

Christ, where else can we expect it ? They who
liave an interest in Christ, have consolation in him

;

strong and everlasting consolation; (Heb. 6. 18. 2

Thess. 2. 16.) and therefore ought to love one an-

other.

(2.) " Comfort of love. If there is any comfort
in Christian love, in (iod's love to you, in your love

to (iod, or in your brethren's love to us, in conside-

ration of all this, be ye like-minded. If ye have
e\'er found that comfort, if ye \vould find it, if ye in-

deed Ijelieve that the grace of love is a comfortable

grace, abound in it."

(3.) " Fellows/ii/i of the S/iirit, If there is such a
thin^ as communion with Ciod and Christ by the

Spirit, such a thing as the communion of saints, by
virtue of their l)eing animated and actuated by one
and the same S/iirit ; be ye like-minded : for Chris-

tian love ufid like-mindedness will preserve to us our
communion with God, and with one another."

(4.) " ./inij boivels and mercies, in (iod and Christ,

toward you. If ye exjject the benefit of Ciod's com-
passions to vourselves, be ye compassionate one to

another. If there is such a thing as mercy to be
found -imong the followers of Christ ; if all who are

sanctified have a disposition to holy pity ; make it

appear this way. " How cogent aie these ai-guments !

One would tliink enough to tame the most fierce,

and mollify the hardest, heart.

Another argument he insinuates, is the comfort it

would be to him ; Fulfil ye my joy. It is the joy of

ministers to see people like-minded, and living in

love. He had been instrumental in bringing them
to the graceof Christ, and love of God. "Now,"
says he, " if ye have found any l)enefit by your par-
ticipation of the gospel of Christ, if ye have any
comfort in it, or advantage by it, fulfil the joy of

your poor minister who preached the gospel to you."
2. He proposes some means to promote it.

(1.) Do nothing through strife and vain-glory, v.

3. There is no greater enemy to Christian love than
I)ricle and passion. If we do things in contradiction
to our brethren, that is, doing them through strife ;

if we do them tlirough ostentation of ourselves, that
is, doing them through vain-Lrlory ; both are de-
structive of Christian love, and kindle unchristian
heats. Christ came to slay all enmities; therefore
let there not i)e among Christians a spirit of opposi-
tion. Christ came to humble us, and therefore let

there not be among us a spirit of pride.

(2.) We must esteem others in lowliness of mind
better than ourselves ; be severe upon our own faults,

and charitable in our judgment of others ; be quick
in o!)scrving our own defects and infirmities, but
ready to overlook, and make favourable allowances
for, the defects of others. We must esteem the good
which is in others above that which is in ourselves

;

for we best know our own unworthiness and imper-
fections.

(3.) We must interest ourselves in the concerns
of others, not in a way of curiosity and censonous-
ness, or as busy-bodies in other men^s matters, but in

Chrstian love and sympathy ; {v. 4.) Look not every
?nan on his own things, but every man also on the

things of others. A selfish spirit is destructive of

Chr;htian love. We must be concerned not only for

our own credit, and ease, and safety, but for those of
others also ; and rejoice in the prosperity of others,

; s truly as in our own. We must love our neighbour
as o'.n-Ki'lves, and make his case our own.

II. Here is a gos/iel-patteni proposed to our imi-

tation, and that is the example of our Lord Jesus
|

jl
("iir.st ; Li'( this mind be in you, which was also in

ij

Cnn-st ./inux, V. 5. Obseive, -Christians must be
Ij ot Curisi'> iu.ikI. \\ e iiiusi iK-ar a ^e^en)biance tu

l| his life, if we would have tlie oenefit of his death.

i
If tve have not the S/nrir 'f Christ, we are none of
his, Kom. 8. 9. No.v what was tl»e mind of Christ.'
He was eminently humble, and this is whc't we are
peculiarly to learn of him ; Learn of me, for 1 am
meek and lowly in heart, Matt. 11. 29. If we were
lowly-minded, we should be like-minded ; aiul if we

I

were like to Cnrist, we sliould be lowly-minded.
We must walk in the same spirit and in tiie same

I

steps with the Lord Jesus, who humbled himself to
suffering and tleath for us ; not only to satisfv God's

i justice, and jjay the price of our redemption, but to
set us an example, and that we might follow his
ste/is. Now liere we have the two natures, and the
two states, of our Lord Jesus. It is observable, that
the apostle, leaving occasion to mention the Lord
Jesus, and the mind which was in him, takes the
hint to enlarge upon his person, and to gi\ e a parti-
cular description of him. It is a pleasing subject,
and a gospel-minister needs not think himself out of
the way when he is upon it ; any fit occasion should
be readily taken.

1. Here are the two natures of Christ : his divine
nature, and human nature.

(1.) Here is his divine nature ; Who being in the
form of God, {v. 6.) partaking of the Divine Nature,
as the etei-nal and ojily begotten Son of (iod. This
agrees with John 1. 1. In the beginning was the
IVord, and the Word was with God: it is of the
same import with being the Image of the invisible
God, (Col. 1. 15.) and tiie Brightness of his glory,
and ejc/iress Image of his person, Heb. 1. 3. ffe
thought it no robbery to be equal with God ; did not
think himself guilty of any evasion of what did not
belong to him, or assuming another's right. He
said, land my Father are one, John 10. 50. It is the
highest degree of robbery for any mere man to pre-
tend to be equal with (iod, or profess himself one
with the Father. This is for a man to rob God, not
ill tithes and offiTings, but of tlie rights of his ( '-

head, Mai. 3. 8. '

Some understand being in the form of God—\i

fAOfxpv QiS vrap^iev, of his appearance in a divine ma-
jestic glory to the patriarchs, and the Jews, under
the Old Testament; which was often called the
glory, and the Sherhinah. The word is used in such
a sense by the LXX, and in the New Testament

;

(Mark 16. 12.) He a/ifwared to the two disci/iles, ir

iTiprf /uop'^ti—in another form : Matt. 17. 2. /««T«^i^-
Ow6ii

—

he was transfigured before tliem. And, he
thought it no robbery'to be eyual with God ; he did
not greedih' catch at, or covet and affect to appear
in that glory ; He laid aside the majestv ot his
former appearances, while he was here i ;i earth

;

which is supposed the sense of the peculiar expres-
sion, hX_ apvxyuiv hyntrAT'.. Vid. Bishop Bull's Def.
ca/i. 2. sect. 4. et alibi, and Whitbv in locum.

(2.) His human nature ; he was jnade in the like-
ness of men, iindfound in fofihion as a num. He was
reallv and truly man ; took part of our fiesh and
blood ; appeared in the nature anil habit of man.
And he voluntarily assumed human nature; it was
his own act, and by his own consent. We cannot
say that our jiarticijjation of the human nature is so.

Herein he em/iticd himself; divested himself of the
honours and glories of the ujjper world, and of his
former appearance, to clothe himself with the rags
of human nature. He was in all things'' like to lis,

Heb. 2. 17.

2. Here are his two estates, of humiliation and
exaltation.

(1.) His estate of humiliation. He not only took
upon him the likeness a.x\d fashion of a man, but the
form of a servant, that is, a man of mean estate.
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He was not only God'n Servant iv/iom be had chosen,

out he came to //liriister to men, anil was among
them as one nvlto Her\)eth in a mean and servile state.

One would tli nk. that the Loi-d Jesus, if lie would
be a Mai), shunld have been a Prince, and appeared
in splendour. But quite the contrary ; lie took upon
liim the form of a i>erx'ant. He was brought up
me.uily, probably work.ng with his supposed father

at his trade. His whole life was a life of humiliation,

meanness, poverty, and disgrace ; he had not wl.ere

to lay hii head, lived upon alms, was a Man ofsor-
Vjivh, and acquainted ivitli grief; did not appear
wicli external pomp, or any marks of distinction

froin otlier men. '["his was the humiliation of his

life. But the lowest s.ep of his humiliation was his

dying the death of the cross ; //<? became obedient to

death, even the death ofthe crosf,-. He not only 47//-

fered, but was actually and voluntarily obedient ; he
olieyed tlie law which he brought himself under as

Mediator, and by which he was obliged to die ; /
have fi'jiver to lay down my life, and I have fiotver

to take it again : this co?n?nandment have I received

of my Father, John 10. 18. And he was inade under
the law. Gal. 4. 4. There is an emphasis laid upon
the manner of his dying, which had in it all the
circumstances possible which are humbling ; even
the death ofthe cross, a cursed, painful, and shameful
death ; a death accursed by the law ; Cursed is he
that hangeth on a tree: full of pain, the body nailed

through the nervous parts, (the hands and feet,) and
hanging with all its weight upon the cross ; and the
death of a malefactor and a slave, not of s. free-man

;

exposed as a public spectacle. Such was the conde-
scension of the blessed Jesus.

(2. ) His exaltation ; Wherefore God also hath
highly exalted liim. His exaltation was the reward
ot his humiliation ; because he humbled himself, God
exalted him ; and he highly exalted him, CTnpu-^axrt,

raised him to an exceeding height. He exalted his

whole Person, the human nature as well as the di-

vine ; for he is spoken of as being in the form of God,
as well as in the fashion of a man. As it respects

the divine nature, it could only be a recognizing his

rights, or the display and appearance of the glory
he had with the Father before the world was ; (John
17. 5.) not any new acquisition of glory ; and so the
Father himself is said to be exalted. But the pro-
per exaltation was of his human nature, which alone

seems to be capable of it, though in conjunction with
the divine. His exaltation here is made to consist

in honour and power. In honour ; so he had a name
above ex'ery name; a title of dignity above all the
creatures, men or angels. And in power. Every
knee must bow to him. The whole creation must be
in subjection to him ; things in heaven, and things

in earth, and things under the earth ; the inhabitants
of heaven and cirth, the living and the dead. Jit

the name ofJesus ; not at the sound of the word, but
the authoritii of Jesus; all should pay a solemn ho-
mage. And that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is I^ord ; every nation and language
should publicly own the universal empire of the ex-
alted Redeemer ; and that all power in heaven and
earth is given to him, Matt. 28. 18. Observe the
vast exteiit of the kingdom of Christ ; it reaches to
heaven and earth, and to al! the creatures in each

;

to angels as well as men, and to the dead as well as
the living. To the glory of God the Father. Ob-
serve, It is to the glory of God the Father, to confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord ; for it is his will, that all
men should honour the Son as thet/ honour the Father,
John 5. 23. \\''hatever respect is paid to Christ, re-
doimds to the honour of the Father ; He who re-
:eiveth me, receiveth him who sent me. Matt. 10. 40.

12. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have
always obeyed, not as in my presence only.

i)iit now much more in my absence, work
out your o\\ n salvation witli fear and lieni-

blin^: 13. For it is God who worketh in

you both to will and to do oHiis good plea-
sure.

He exhorts them to diligence and seriousness in

the Christian course ; IVork out your own salva-
tion. It is the salvation of our souls, (1 Pet. 1. 9.^
and o\ir eternal salvation, (Heb. 5. 9.) and c(nitains

deliverance from all the r\ ils sin had broui^ht upon
us, and exposed us to ; and the ])ossession of all good,
and whatsoever is necessarv to our complete and
final happiness. Observe, It concerns us above all

things to secure the welfare of our souls: whatever
becomes of other things, let us take care of our best
interests. It is our ovjn salvation, the salvation of
our own souls. It is not for us to judge other people,
we have enough to do to look to ourselves ; and
though we must promote the co?nnion salvation,
(Jude 3.) as much as we can, yet we must upon no
account neglect our own. We are required to work
out our salvation, K^Tipyd^ia-Bt. The word signifies

working thoroughly at a thing, and taking true
pains. Observe, We must be diligent in the use of
all the means which conduce to ( ur salvation. We
must not only work at our sahation, by doing some-
thing now and then about it ; but we must work out
our salvation, by doing all that is to be done, and
persevering therein to the end. Salvation is the
great thing we shc/uld mind, and set our hearts
upon ; and we cannot attain salvation v>ith( ut the
utmost care and diligence. He adds,

IVith fear and trembling, that is, with great care
and circumspection ;

" Tremble for fear lest you
miscarry and come short. Be careful to do every
thing in religion in the best manner ; and fear lest

under all your advantaires you should so much, as

seem to come short," Hel). 4. 1. Fear is a great
guard and preservative from evil.

He urges this from the consideration of their rea-

diness always to obey the gosjiel ;
".^.9 ve have al-

ways obeyed, not as in my pre,sence only, but now
much more in my absence, v. 12. Ye have lieen al-

ways willing to complv with every discover^ of the

will of God ; and that in my absence as well as pre-
sence. Ye make it appear, that regard to Chi'ist,

and care of your souls, swav more with vou than
any other mode of shewing respect whatsoever."
They were not merely awed ])y the apostle's pre-

sence, but did it even much inore in his ab.';e?7ce.

" And I)ccause it is God ivho worketh in vou, do ye
work out vour sah-ation ; for it is God who worketh
in you. Work, for he worketh." It should encour-

age us to do our utmost, because our labour shall

not be in vain. God is rcadv to concur with liis

I

irrace, and assist our faithful endeavours. Observe,
Though we must u'^e our utmost endeavours in

working out our salvation, yet still we must gf) forth,

and go on, in a dej-jcndence upon the grace of (xod.

His grace works in us in a way suitable to our natures,

and in concurrence with our endeavours; and the

operations of God's grace in us are so far from ex-

cusing, that they are intended to qliicken and en-

gage, our endeavours. And work out your salvation

with far and tre?nbling, for he worketh in you.

All our working depends upon his working in us.

" Do not trifle with God I)y neglects and delays,

lest you provoke him to withdraw his help, and all

your endeavours prove in vain. \A'ork with fear,
for he works of his good pleasure ;^ to will and to

do: he gives the whole ability." It is the grace of

God which inclines the will to that which is good
;

and then enables us to perform it, and to act accord-
ing to our principles. 77)0?/ hast wrought all our
works in us, Isa. 26. 12. Of his good pleaitire. As
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there is no strength m us, so there is no merit in us.

As we cannot act without (iod's grace, so we can-
not claiiu it, or pretend to deserve it. Ciod's good
AS iil to us, is the cause of his good work in us ; and
iie is under no engagements to his creatures, but
those of his gi-acious promise.

11. Do all things without, munnurings
and ilisputiiigs ; 1 5. 7'hat yc may he l)lame-

h'ss and harmless, the sons of God, without
ft buke, in the midst of a ciookcd and per-

verse nation ; among whom ye shine as

lights in the world: 16. Holding fonh the

wok! of life; that I may rejoice in the day
of Ciiiist, that I have not run in vain, nei-

ther laboured in vain. 1 7. Yea, and if I

be offered upon the sacrifice and service of
your faith, J joy, and rejoice with you all.

1 8, For tlic same cause also do ye joy, and
rejoice with me.

The apostle exhorts them in these verses to adom
their Christian j^rofession l)y a suitable temper and
beliaviour, in several instances.

1. By a cl^.eerful obedience to the commands of

God
;
{v. 14. ) " Do all things, do your duty in every

branch of it, ".vithout murruurings. Do it, and do
not /ind fault with it. Mind your work, and do not

quarrel with it." God's conmiands were given to

be obeyed, not to be disputed. This greatly adorns
our profession, and shews we serve a good Master,
whose service is freedom, and whose work is its own
reward.

2. By jjeaceableness, and love one to another.
"Do ail \.h\n^^ without dis/iudngs, wrangling, and
debating one with another ; because the light of

truth and the life of religion are often lost in the
heats and mists of disputation.

3. By a blameless conversation towards all men
;

(f. 15. ) " That ye ?nay be blameless and harmless,
the sons of God, ivitJiout rebuke ; that ye be not in-

jurious to any in word or deed, and give no just oc-

casion of offence." We should endea\our not only
to be harmless, but to be blameless ; not only not to

do hurt, but not to come under the just suspicion of

it. Blameless and sincere ; so some read it. Blame-
less before men, sincere toward God. The so7is of
God. It becomes them to be blameless and harm-
less, who stand in such a relation, and are favoured
with such a privilege. The children of God should
differ from the sons of men. Without rebuke—
txIM^fxtiTi. Momus was a carping deity among the
(ireeks, mentioned by Hesiod and Lucian, who did
nothing himself, and found fault with every body
and every thing. From him all carpers at other
men, and rigid censurers of their works, were called

Motni. The sense of the expression is, "Walk so

circiims/iectli/, X.\vdt Momus himself may have no oc-

casion to cavil at you, that the severest censurer may
find no fault with you." We should aim at it, and
endeavour it, not only to get to heaven, but to get thi-

ther without a blot ; and, like Demetrius, to have a
good re/iort of all men, and of the truth, 3 John 12.

In the midst of a crooked and fwn^erse generation ;

that is, among the heathens, and those who are
ivithout. Observe, Where there is no true religion,

little is to be expected but crookedness and per-

verseness; and the more crooked and perverse
others are, among whom we live, and the more
apt to cavil, the moi-e careful we should be to keej)

ourselves blameless and harmless. Abraham and
Lot must not strive, because the Canaariite and Pe-
rizzite dwelt in the land, Cien. 13. 7. Among whom
ye shine as lights in the world. Christ is the Light

Vol. VI.—4 D

of the world, and good Christians are lights in the
wi.rld. When (iod raises up a good man in any
place, he sets up a light ih that place. Or it may
be i-ead imperatively ; Among whom shine yc as
lights: Compare Matt. 5. 16. Let your light so
shme before men. Christians should endeavour no*
only to approve themselves to God, but to recom
mend themselves to others, that they may also glo
rify God. Tlu-y must shine as well as be sincere.
Holding forth the word r^' Ife, V. 16. The gos-

pel i-, called the word of lije, because it reveals and
proposes to us eternal Ife through Jesus Christ.
Life and immortality are brought to light by the
go>i/iely 2 'Jim. 1. 10. It is our duty not only to hold
fast, l)ut to hold forth, the word of life ; not only to
hold it fast for our own beneht, but to hold it forth
f r the bciiefit of otiiers ; to hold tt forth, as the can-
dlestick holds forth the candle, which makes it ap-
l)ear to advantage all around, or as the luminaries
of the heavens, which shed their influenct far and
wide. This Haul tells them would be hisyoi/ ; that
I may rejoice in the day of Christ ; not only rejoice
in your steadfastness, but in your usefulness. He
would have them think his pains well bestowed,
and that he had not run in vain, 7ior laboured in

vain.

Observe, (1.) the work of the ministry requires
the putting forth of the whole man : all that is with-
in us is little enough to be employed in it ; as in run-
ning and labouring. Running denotes vehemence
and vigour, and continual pressing forward ; labour
ing denotes constancy, and close application.

(2.) It is a great joy to ministers, when they per-
ceive that they have not run in vain, nor laboured
in vain ; and it will be their rejoicing in the day of
Christ, when their converts will i>e their crown.

! What is our ho/ie, or joy, or crown of rejoicirig/

Are not e-ven ye in the jirtsence of our Lord Jesus
Chrint at his coming F Lor ye are our glory and
joy. 1 Thess. 2. 19.

The apostle not only ran and laboured for them
with satisfaction, but shews that he was ready to

suffer for their good
; {v. 17. ) Yea, and if I be offered

ufion the sacrifice and serxnce of your faith ; I joy
arid rejoice with you all. He could reckon himself
happy, if he could promote the honour of Christ,
the edification of the church, and the welfare of the
souls of men ; though it were not only by hazarding,
but by laying down, his life : he could willingly be
a sacrifice at their altars, to serve the faith of God's
elect. Could Paul think it worth while to shed his
blood for the service of the church ; and shall we
think much to take a little pains ? Is not that worth
our labour, which he thought worth his life ." If I
he offered, or /toured out as the wine of the drink-
offerings, a-Trivttof^At, 2 Tim. 4. 6. / atn now ready
to be offered. He could rejoice to seal his doctrine
with his blood ; {v. 18.) Lor the same cause also do
ye joy and rejoice with me. It is the will of (iod that
good Christians should be much in rejoicing; and
they who are happy in good ministers, have a great
deal of reason to joy and rejoice with them. If the
minister loves the peoj)le, and is willing to s/iend
and be sfient for their welfare, the peojile liave rea
son to love the minister, and to joy and rejoice with
him.

19. But I trust in the Lord Jesus 1o send
Timotheus shortly unto you, that i also

may be of good comfort when I know your
state. 20. For I have no man like-minded,

who will naturally care for your state. 21.

For all seek their own, not the things w hich

are Jesus Christ's. 22. But ye know tne

J

proof of him, that, as a son with the father,
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he hath served me with the gospel. 23.

Him iheretbie I hope to send presently, so

soon as 1 shall see how it will go with me.

24. But I trust in the Lord that I also my
self shall come shortly. 25. Yet 1 supposed

it necessary to send to you Ej)aphroditus,

my brother, and companion in labour, and
f^'l low-soldier, but your messenger, and him
that ministered to my wants. 26. For he

longed after you all, and was full of heavi-

ness, because that ye had heard that lie had

been sick. 27. For indeed he was sick, nigh

unto death : b«it God had mercy on him

;

and not on him only, but on me also, lest

f should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28. I

sent him therefore the more carefully, that

when ye see him again, ye may rejoice,

and that I may be the less sorrowful. 29.

Receive him therefore in the Lord with all

gladness ; and hold such in reputation : 30.

Because for the work of Christ he was nigh

unto death, not regarding his life, to supply

your lack of service toward me.

St. Paul takes particular notice of two good mi-
nisterb; tor though he was himself a great apostle,

and laboured more abundantly than tliey all, yet he
took all occasions to speak with respect of those who
were tar his inferiors.

I. He sj;eaks of 'I'imothy, whom he intended to

send to the Philijjpians, that he might have an ac-

count of their atate. See Paul's care of the churches,

and tlie comfort he had in their well-doing. He
was in pain, when he had not heard of them a good
while, and therefore would send Timothy to in-

quire, and bring him an account ; For I have no
man like-minded, vjho will naturally care for your
state. 'I'imothy was a non-such. There were, no
doubt, many good ministers, who wei'e in care for

the souls of those for whom they preached ; but
none comparable to Timothy ; a man of an excel-

lent spirit and tender heart ; who will naturally care

for your state. Observe, It is best with us, when
our duty becomes in a manner natural to us. Timo-
thy was a genuine son of blessed Paul, and walked
in the name sfiirit and the name steps. Aaturaliy,

that is, sincerely, and not in pretence only : with a
willing heart and upright view, so agreeably to the

make of liis mind. Note, 1. It is the duty of minis-

ters to care for the state of their i)eople, and be con-

cerned for tlieir welfare ; I seek tiot your's, but you,

2 Cor. 12. 14. 2. It is a rare thing to find one who
does it naturally : such a one is remarkable, and dis-

tin.^uibhed among his brethren.

jill seek thrir own, not the things which are Jesus
Chrisl^s, V. 21. Did Paul say this in haste, as David
said, .'111 men are liars? Ps. 116. 1 1. Was there so

general a corruption among ministers so early, that

there was not one aniong them, who cared for the
state of their people ? We must not understand it

so : he means the generality ; all, either the most,

or all in comparison of Timothy. Note, Seeking
our own interest, with the neglect of Jesus Christ,

Is a very great sin, and very common among Chris-
tians and ministers. W'e are apt to prefer our own
credit, case, and safety, before truth, holiness, and
duty ; the things of our own pleasure and rcjjutation

before the things of Christ's kingdom, and his ho-

nour and interest in the world : but Timothy was
noiie of those.

Ye know the firoofofhim, v. 22. Timothy was a

man who had been tried, and had made full firt f
of his ministry, (2 Tim. 4. 5.) and was faithful m
all whicli befell him. All the churches with whom
he had acquaintance, knew the jiroof of him. He
was a man as good as he seemed to be ; and served
Christ 80 as to be acceptable to God, and ajijiroved

of men, Rom. 14. 18. "Ye not only know the name
of him, and the face of him, but the proof of him,
and have experienced his affection and fidelity in

your service : that, as a son with a father, he hath
served me in the gospel." He was Paul's assistaiii

in many places where he preached, and ser\ ed with
him in the gospel with all the dutiful respect which
a child pays to a father, and with all the lo\e and
cheerfulness with which a child is serviceable to his

father. Their ministrations together were with
great respect on the one side, and great tendeintss
and kindness on the other—An admirable exam])le
to elder and younger mipislers, joined together in

the same service.

Paul designed to send him shortly ; Him therefore

I hope to send presently, as soon as I shall see how
it will go with me, v. 23. He was now a pi'isoner,

and did not know what would be the issue ; but, ac-

cording as it turned, he would dispose of Timothy.
Nay, he hoped to come himself; {v. 24.) But I trust

in the Lord, that I also myself shall come shortly.

He hoped he should soon be set at liberty, and be
able to give them a visit. Paul desired his lihertv,

not that he might take his pleasure, but that ht
might do good. / trust in the Lord. He expresses
his hope and confidence of seeing them, with a hum-
ble dependence and submission to the divine will

;

(1 Cor. 4. 19.) But I will come to you shortly, if the

Lord will, James 4. 15. For that ye ought to say.

If the Lord will, we shall lri>e, or do this and that

;

so Acts 18. 21. and Heb. 6. 3.

11. Concerning Epaphroditus, whom he calls his

brother, and companion in labour, and fellow-sol-

dier, his Christian brother, to wlK>m he bore a ten-

der affection, his companion in the work and suffer-

ings of the gospel, who submitted to the same labours

and hardships with himself,—and their messenger,
one who was sent by them to him ; probably, to con-
sult him about some affairs relating to their church,
or to bring a present from them for his relief ; for he
adds, and him who ministered to my nvants. He
seems to be the same who is elsewhere called Epa-
phras. Col. 4. 12. He had an earnest desire to come
to them, and Paul was willing he should. It seems,

1. Epaphroditus had been sick ; They had heard
that he had been sick, v. 26. And indeed he was sick

nigh unto death, v. 11. Sickness is a calamity com-
mon to men, to good men and ministers. But why
did not the apostle heal him, who was indued with

a power of curing diseases, as well as raising the

dead ? Acts 20. 10. Proliably, because that was in-

tended as a sign to others, and to confirm the tnith

of the gospel, and therefore needed not be exercised

one towards another. These signs shallfollow thrm
who believe ; they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall recover, Mark 16. 17, 18. And perhaj^s

they had not that power at all times, and at their

discretion, but only when some great end was to he
served by it, and when (lod saw fit. It wns prr])er

to Christ, who had the Spirit above measure.

2. The Philippians were exceedingly sorry to hear
of his sickness. They were full of heaviness, v.s

well as he, upon the tidings of it : for he was o\w, it

seems, whom they had a particular respect and af-

fection for, and thought fit to choose nut to send to

the apostle.

3. It pleased God to recover and s]^arc him : hut

God had mercy on him, v. 27. The aprstlf own^ a
is a great mevcv to h'mself, as well as to Fpni bv< -

ditus and otliers. Tlu uph tlie rhnvrh wny h'e-srr)

at that time with extraordinary gifts, they cculd
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even then ill spare a good minister. He was sensibly

touched with the thoughts of so great a loss ; Lest I
should have sorrow ufion sorrow; that is, "Lest,
beside tlie sorrow of my own imprisonment, I should
have the sorrow of his death." Or perhaps some
other good ministers had died lately ; which had
been a great affliction to him : and it this had died
•low, it would have been a fitsh grief to him, and
sorrow added to sorrow.

4. F.paphroditus was willing to make a visit to the
Pliilippians, tliat iie might be comforted with tliose

who had sorrowed fur him when he was sick ;
'' That

when ye see him again, ye may rejoice ; (r. 28.) thut

ye may yourselves see how well he is recovered, and
wluit reason ye have for thankfulness and joy upon
his account." He gave himself the pleasure of

conif'irting them by the sight of so dear a friend.

3. Haul recommends liim to their esteem and af-

fection ;
'• Receive him therefore in the Lord with all

gladness, and hold such in refiutation: account such
men valua!)le, who are zealous and faithful, and let

them be highly loved and regarded. Shew yourjoy
and respect by all the expi-essions of hearty aflfec-

tion an(i good opinion." It seems, he had caught his

illness in tlie work of God ; It was for the work of
Christ that he was nigh to death, and to sufifily their

lack of service to him. The a])ostle does not blame
him for his indiscretion in hazarding his life, but
reckons they ought to love him the more upon that

account. Observe, (1.) They who truly love Christ,

and are hearty ui the interests of his kingdom, will

think it very well worth their while to hazard their

health and life, to do him service, and promote the
edification of his church. Observe, (2. ) They were
to receive him witli joy, as newly recovered from
sickness. It is an endearing consideration to have
our mercies restored to us after danger of removal

;

and should make tliem the more valued and im-
proved. Wliat is given us in answer to prayer,
should be received with great thankfulness and joy.

CHAP. III.
He cautions tlicin agams<t judnizin^ seducers; (v. I . . 3.)

and proposes tiis own example: and here he enumerates
llie privileges of his Jewish state which he rejected, (v.

4 . . 8. ) describes the matter of his own choice, (v. 9 . . 16.)

and closes with an exhortation to beware of wicked men,
and to follow his example, v. 17 . . 21.

1. ^^'^LXALLY, my brethren, rejoice in

_a- (he Lord. To write the same things
to yon, to me indeed is not grievous, but for

you it is safe. 2. B(;\vare of dogs, beware
of evil-workers, beware of the concision.
.3. For we are the circumcision, who wor-
ship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flcsli :

It seems, the church of the Philippians, though a
faithful and flourishing church, was disturbed bv the
judaizin^ teachers, wlio endeavoured to keep up the
law of Moses, and mi.x the observances of it with the
doctrine of Christ and his institutions. He begins
the chapter with warnings against these seducers.

1. He exhorts them to rejoice in the Lord ; {v. 1.)

to rest satisfied in the interest they had in him, and
the benefit they hoped for by him. It is the charac-
ter and temj)er of sincere Christians to rejoice in

Christ Jesus. The more we take of the comfort of

our religion, the more closely we shall cleave to it :

the more we rejoice in Christ, the more willing we
shall be to do and suffer for him, and the less dan-
ger we shall be in of being drawn away from him.
The/v!/ of the Lord is our strength, Neh. 8. 10.

2. He cautions them to take need of those false
teachers ; To write the same things to you, to 7ne in

iced is not grievous, but for you it is safe; that is.

the same things which I have already preached tr
you ; as if he had said, " What has been presented
to your ears, shall be presented to your eyes : what
I have spoken tbrmerly shall now be written; to
shew that I am stiil of the same mind. 'Jo me i?i-

deed is not grievous. " Observe, ( 1. ) Ministers must
not think any tiling grievous to themselves, wliich
they have reason to believe is safe and edifying to
the peojile. Observe, (2.) It is good for us often tc
hear the same truths, to revive the remembrance
and strengtlien the impression of things of import-
ance. It is a wanton curiosity to desire always to
hear some new thing.

It isa needful caution he here gives; Beware of
dogs, X'. 2. The projiiiet calls the false jjrophets
dumb dogs; (Isa. 56. 10.) to which the apostle here
seems to refer. Dogs, for their malice against the
faithful pi-ofessors of the gospel of Christ, barking at
them and biting them. They cried up good works
in opposition to the faith of Christ ; but Paul calls
them evd workers: they boasted themselves to be
of the circumcision ; but he calls them the concision :

they rent and tore the churcli of Christ, and cut it

to pieces ; or contended for an abolished rite, a mere
insignificant cutting of the flesh.

3. He describes true Christians, who are indeed
the circumcision, the spiritual circumcision, the pe-
culiar people of God, who are in covenant witii him,
as the Old Testament Israelites were ; ]Ve are the
circumcision, who worship God in the spirit, and re-
joice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the
flesh. Here are three characters: (1.) They wor-
shipped in the spirit, in opposition to the carnal or-
dinances of the Old Testament, which consisted in
ineats and drinks and divers washings, &c. Chi-is-
tianity takes us off from these things, and teaches us
to be inward with God in all the dut es of religious
worship. We must worship God in spirit, Jotin 4.

24. '1 he work of religion is to no puipose, an\- fur-
ther than the heart is emj)loyed in it. Ji hatsoever
we do, we must do it heartily as unto the Lord ; and
we must woi-ship God in the strength ind grace of
the divine Spirit, which is so peculiar to the gosjiel-
state, which is the ministration of the Spirit, 2 Cor.
3. 8. (2.) They rejoice in Christ Jesus, and not in
the peculiar privileges of the Jewish church, or what
answers to them in the Christian church—mere out-
ward enjoyments and performances. They rejoice
in their relation to Christ, and interest in him. Ciod
made it the duty of the Israelites to rejoice bef. e
him in the courts ofhis house ; but now tliat tlieswii-
stance is come, the shadows are done awav, and we
are to rejoice in Christ Jesus only. (3.) TThey have
no confidence in the flesh, those carnal ordinances
and outward performances. We must be taken off
from trusting in our own bottom, that we may build
only on Jesus Christ, the everlasting Foundation.
Our confidence, as well as our joy, is proper to him.

4. Though I might also have confidence
in the flesii. If any other man thinketh
that he hath whereof lie might trust in the
flesh, I more: 5. Circumcised the eighth
day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews ; as
touching tlie law, a Pharisee ; 6. Conrorn-
ing zeal, persecuting th(i church ; touching
the righteousness which is in the law,
blameless. 7. But what tilings were g.in
to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8.

Yea doubtless, and I count all things hut

loss for the e.xcellency of the knowledge of

Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I have
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suffered the loss of all things, and do count

them but dung, that I may win Christ.

The apostle here proposes himself for an example
of trusting in Christ only, and not in his privileges

as an Israelite.

I. He shews what he had to boast of as a Jew and
a Pharisee. Let none think, that the apostle despised

these things, (as men commonly do,) because he had
them not himself to glor" '.n. No, if he would have
gloried and trusted in the flesh, he had as much

. cause to do so as any man ; Ifany other man thmketh
that he hath nvhereofto trust in Chejlesh, I more, v.

4. He had as much to boast of as any Jew of them
all. 1. His birth-right privileges. He was not a

l)n)selyte, but a native Israelite ; of the stock of Is-

rael. And he was of the tribe of Benjamin, in which
tribe the temple stood, and which adhered to Judah
when all the other tribes revolted. Benjamin was
the father's darling, and this was a favourite tribe.

A Hebrew of the Hebreivs, an Israelite on both sides,

by father and mother, and from one generation tv>

another; none of his ancestors had matched with
(ientiles. 2. He could boast of his relation to the

church and the covenant, for he was circumcised the

eighth day ; he had the token of God's covenant in

his flesh, and was circumcised the very day which
God had appointed. 3. For learning, he was a
Pharisee, brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, an
eminent doctor of the law : and was a scholar learned
in all the learning of the Jews ; taught according to

the fierftct manner of the law of the fathers. Acts
22. 3. He was a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee,
(Acts 23. 6.) and after the most strict sect of his re-

ligion, lived a Pharisee, Acts 26. 5. 4. He had a
blameless conversation ; touching the righteousness

ivhich is of the law, blameless: as far as the Phari-
sees' exposition of the law went, and as to the mere
letter of the law, and outward observance of it, he
could acquit himself from the breach of it, and could
not Ije accused by any. 5. He had been an active

man for his religion. As he made a strict profession

of it, under the title and character of a Pharisee, so

he persecuted those whom he looked upon as ene-
mies to it. Concerning zeal, persecuting the church.
6. He shewed that he 'vas in good earnest, though
he had a zeal without Knowledge to direct and go-

vern the exercise of it ; I was zealous toward God,
as ye all are this day, and Ifiersecuted this way unto
!>"' death. Acts 22. 3, 4 All this was enough to

iu.ve made a proud Jew confident, and was stock
sufficient to set up with for his justification. But,

II. The apostle tells us here how little account he
made of these, in comparison of his interest in Christ,

and his expectations from him ;
" But what things

wi-re gain to me, those have Icounted lossfor Christ

;

{v. 7.
J
those things which I had counted gain while

I was a Pharisee, and which I had before reckoned
u\i, those I counted loss for Christ: I should have
reckoned myself an unspeakable loser, if, to adhere
to them, I had lost my interest in Jesus Christ." He
counted them loss ; not only insufficient to enrich
him, but wliat would certainly impoverish and ruin

him, if lie trusted to them, in opposition to Christ.
Observe, The apostle did not persuade them to do
any thing but what he himself did ; to quit any thing
but what he had ciuitted himself-; or venture on any
bottom but what he himself had ventured his im-
mortal soulvipon.

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss, for
(he excellency of the knowledge of Christ .Tesus my
Lord, V. 8. Here the apostle explains himself.

1. He tells us what it was that he was ambitions
of and reached after ; it was the knowledge of Christ

Jesus his Lord ; a believing experimental acquaint-

ance with Christ as Lord ; not a mere notional and
speculative, but a practical and efficacious, know

ledge of him. So knowledge is sometimes pu^ toi

fa til ; By his knowledi^e, or the knowledge of him,
shall my righteous Hervunt justify 7nany, Isa. 53.

11. And it IS the ej;rf//r7ifj/ of knowledge. Then^
is an abundant and transcendent excellency in the
doctrine of Christ, or the Christian religion, abovi
all the knowledge of nature, and impro\ ements of

human wisdom ; for it is suited to the case of fallen

sinners, and furnishes them with all they need, and
all they can desire and hope for, with all saving wis-
dom and saving grace.

2. He shews how he had quitted his pi'ivileges as
a Jew and a Phai-isee ; Yea doubtless ; his expression
rises with a holy tr'.umph and elevation, ihxa fj.iv^y

>t «• There are fi\e jjarticles in the oiiginal ; But
indeed even also do I coutit all things but loss. He
had spoken befoi-e of those things ; his Jewisli privi-

leges : here he speaks of all things ; all worldly en-
joyments and mere outward privileges whatsoever,
tlnngs of a like kind or any other kind, which could
stand in competition with Christ for the throne in

his heart, or pretend to merit and desert. There lie

had said that he did count them but loss ; but it might
be asked, "Did he continue still in the same mind,
did he not repent his renouncing them ?" No, now
he speaks in the present tense ; Yea doubtless, I do
count them but loss. But it may be said, " It is easy
to say so ; but what would he do when he came to

the trial ?" Why he tells us, that he had himself
practised according to this estimate of the case ; Por
whojn Ihave suffered the loss ofall things. He had
quitted all his honours and advantages, as a Jew and
a Pharisee, and submitted to all the disgrace and
suffering which attended the profession and preach-
ing of the gospel. When he embarked in the bot-

tom of the Christian religion, he ventured all in it,

and suffered the loss of all for the privileges of a

Christian. Nay, he not only counted them loss, but
dung, a-K-jCuxoL—offals thrown to dogs ; they are net

only less valuable than Christ, but in the highest de-

gree contemptible, when they come in competition

with him.
Note, The New Testament never speaks of 6a7^-

ing grace in any terms of diminution, but, on the

contrary, represents it as the fruits of the divine

Spirit, and the image of God in the soul of man ; as

a divine nature, and the seed of God: and faith is

called precious faith ; and meekness is in the sight

of God of great price, 1 Pet. 3. 4. 2 Pet. 1.1, &c.

9. And be found in him, not having mine
own righteousness, which is of the law, but

that which is through the faith of Christ, t he

righteousness which is of God by faith : 1 0.

That I may know him, and the power of

his resurrection, and the fellowship of his

sufTerings, being made conformable inito his

death; 11. Jf by any means 1 might atlHiii

unto the resurrection of the dead. 1 2. Not
as though T had already attained, or were

already perfect: but I follow after, if that 1

may apprehend that for which also 1 am
apprehended of Christ .Tesus. 1 3. Brethren,

I count not myself to have apprehended:

but this one thing / r/o, forgetting those

things which are behind, and reaching forth

unto those things which are before, 1 4. I

press toward the mark, for the prize of the

high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

We have heard what tlic apostle renounced ; let

us now see what he laid hold on, and resolved tc

cleave to, and that was, I. Christ ; ind, II. Heaveru



PHIIJPFIANS, III. ^21

h

Ke had his heart on these two great pcculiuiities - f

')t" iIk- Christian religion.

1. The apostle had his heart upon Christ, as his

liiff/iteousness. This is illustrated in several in-

stances.

1. He desii'ed to ivin Christ ; and an unsjieakablc

1,'ainer lie would reckon himself, if he had but an in-

terest in Christ and his rii^hteousness, and if Christ

bec.'.nie his Lord and his Saviour. That I ?nay win
him ; as the runner wins the prize, as the sailor

makes tiic jwrt he is bound for. The expression in-

timates tliat we have need to strive for him, and
rcacli after him ; and that all is little enough to win
him.

2. That he might be found in him, {y. 9.) as the

mannlayer was found in the city of rifuge, where he
was sate from the avenger of blood. Numb. 35. 25.

Or it alludes to a judicial appearance ; so we are to

be found of our Judge in /leace, 2 Pet. 3. 14. ^^'e

arc undone without a righteousness wherein to ap-

pear before God, for we are guilty. There is a

righteousness provided for us in Jesus Christ, and it

is a complete and perfect righteousness. None can

ha\ e interest or benefit by it l)ut those who come off,

fiMm confidence in themselves, and are brought
heartily to believe in him. '*^Vo' having my otvn

righteousness, which is of the law ; not thinking that

WW outward observances and good deeds arc able to

atone for my bad ones ; or that by setting tlic one
over-against the other, I can come to balance ac-

counts with God. No, tl»e righteousness which I

depend upon, is that which is through the faith of
Christ ; not a legal, but evangelical righteousness.

The righteousness which is of God by faith, ordain-

ed and appointed of God." The Lord Jesus Christ

is the Lo7'd our Righteoiisness, Isa. A5. 24. Had he
not been God, he could not have been our Righ-
teousness ; the transcendent excellence of the divine

nature put such a value upon, and such avirtueinto,

his sufferings, that they became sufficient to satisfy

for the sins of the world, and to bring in a righ-

teousness which will be effectual to all who believe.

Faith is the ordained means of actual interest and
saving benefit in all the purchase of his blond. It is

by faith in his blood, Rom. 3. 25.

3. That he might know Christ; {y. 10.) That
I may know him, and the /lowrr of his rrsurrrcfion,

and the fellowship of his sufferings. Faith is called

knowledge, Isa. 53. 11. Knovjing\\\m,\\cv^ \s be-

lieving him : it is an fji'/i^n/n^w^a/ knowledge nf the

/lower of his resurrection, and fcUowshifi of his suf-

fering, or feeling the transforming efRcacv and \\v-

lue of them. Observe, Tlie ap-istle was as ambiti'nis

of being sanctified as he was nf being jus'ificd. He
was as desirous to know the ])ower of Christ's death

and resurrection killingsin in him, and raising: him up
to newness of life, as he was to receive the benefit of

Christ's death and resurrection in his justification.

4. That he might be conformable unto him ; and
that also is meant of his sanctification. We are then

made conformable to his death, when we die to sin,

as Christ died for sin ; when we are crucified with

Christ, the flesh and affections of it miirtificd, and

the world is crucified to us, and ii'e to the world, by

virtue of the cross of Christ. This is our conformi-

ty to his death:

11. The apostle had his heart upon heaven, as

his happiness ; If by any means I might attain to the

resurrection of the dead, v. 11. The happiness of

heaven is here called the resurrection of the dead,

because, though the souls of the faithful, when they

depart, are immediately with Christ, yet their hap-
piness will not be complete till the general resurrec-

tion of the dead afthe last day, when soul and body
shall be glorified together. 'A»ar*9-<t, sometimes
signifies the future state. This the apostle had his

eye upon ; this he would attain. There will be a

re^urreeiion if tlie unjust, who shall arise to o/iame
and ex'crluHtmg contempt ; and out care must be, lu

I escape that : but the joyful and glorious resurrec-

I

tion of saints is called the resurrection, kxt' i^ox"—
I

by eminence, because it is in virtue of Christ's resur-

rection, as their Head and First-fruits ; whereas the
wicked shall rise only by the power of Christ, as

their Judge. To the saints it will be indeed a resur-

rection, a i-etum to bliss and life and glory ; while
' the i-esurrection of the wicked is a rising Vrom the

j

grave, but a return to a second death. It is called tlie

I

resurrection of the just, and the resurrection of life ;

(John 5. 29.) and they are counted worthy to obtain

that nvorld, and the resurrection from the dead,
Luke 20. 35.

This joyful resurrection the apostle pressed to-

ward. He was willing to do any thing, or suffer any
thing, that he might attain that resurrection. The
hope and pros])ect of it carried him with courage
and constancy through all the difficulties he met
with in his work. Observe, 1. He speaks as if

they were in danger of missing it, and coming short
of it. A holy fear of coming short, is an excellent

means of perseverance. Observe, 2. His care to be
found in Christ, was inojder to his attaining the re-

surrection of the dead. Paul himself did not hope
to attain it through his own merit and righteousness,

but through the merit and righteousness of Jesus
Christ. " Let me be found in Christ, that I may
attain the resurrection of the dead ; be found a be-
liever in him, and interested in him by faith."

He looks upon himself to be in a state of imper-
fection and trial ; A''ot as though I had already at-

tained, or were already perfect, v. 12. Observe,
The best men in the world will readily own their

imperfection in the present state. We ha\e not Aet

attained, are not already perfect ; there is still much
wanting, in all our duties, and graces, and comforts.

If Paul had not attained to perfection, (who had
reached to so high a pitch of holiness,) much less

have we. Again, Brethren, I count not myself to

have apprehended, {v. 13.) i \oyi^c/uxi ;
"1 make

this judgment of the case ; I thus reason with my-
self." Observe, They who think they have grace
enough, give proof that they have little enough, or

rather, that they have none at all ; because, wher-
ever there is true grace, there is a desire of more
grace, and a pressing toward the perfection of

grace. Observe here,

(1.) W'hat the apostle's actings were, under this

conviction. Considering that he had not already at-

tained, and had not apprehended, he pressed for-

ward ;
" I follow after, {v. 12.) Silnai—I pursue

with vigour, as one following after the game. I en-
deavour to get more grace, and do more good ; and
never think I have d"ne enough ; if that I inay ap-
prehend that for ':vhich also I am apprehended of
Christ Jesus.'* Observe, [1.] From whence our
grace comes ; from our he'm^ apprehended of Christ
Jesus. It is not our laying hold of Christ first, but
his laying hold of us, which is our happiiuss and
salvation. He love him, because he first loved us,

1 John 4. 19. Not our keeping Imkl of C-hrist, but
his keeping hold of us, is our safety, ^^'e ar«^ kept
bv his mighty power through faith unto salvation,

1 Pet. 1. 5. Observe, [2.] What the happiness of

heaven is : it is to apprehend that for which we are
apprehended of Christ. \\'hen Christ laid hold of

us, it was to bring us to heaven ; and to ap])rehend
that for which he apprehended us, is to attain the
perfection of om* bliss.

He adds further ; (t. 13.) This one thing I do ;

this was his great care and concern : forgetting

those things which are behind, and reaching forth tc

those things which are before. There is a sinful

forgetting of past sins and past mercies, which ought

to he remf^mbered for the exercise of constant re-



582 PHFLTPPiAXs, rn.

pentance and thankfulness to God. But he fort^ot

the things zvhich art- behind, so as not to he conU'iU

with jare-sent measures of gr;;cc : he was still tor

having more and more. So he reached forth, imK-
Tiivojutv'.;—6r?r/cAef/himself forward, hearing toward
his i>oint: expi-essions of a vehement concern.

(2.) The apostle's aim in these actines; J /iress

toward the mark, for the prize of the high culling of
God in Christ Jesus, v. 14. He pressed toward trie

mark. As he who runs a race, never takes up short
i

of the end, but is still making foiward as fast as he
can ; so they who have heaven in theii- eye, must
still be pressing forward to it in hoh desires and
hopes, and constant endeavours and jjreparations.

The fitter we grow for heaven, the faster we must
press towards it. Heaven is called here the mark,
because it is that which every good Christian has in

his eye ; as the archer has his eye fixed upon the

mark he designs to hit. For the prize of the high

calling. Observe, A Christian's calling is a high

calling: it is from heaven, as its original ; and it is

to heaven in its tendency. Heaven is the prize of
the high calling ; to fifict^ucv—the prize we fight

fur, and run for, and wrestle for ; what we aim at in

all we do, and what will reward all our pains. It

is of great use in the Christian course, to keep our
eye upon heaven. This is proper to give us mea-
sures in all our service, and to quicken us every step

we take ; and it is of God, from him we are to ex-
pect it. Eternal life is the gift of God ; (Rom. 6.

23. ) but it is in Christ Jesus, through his hand it must
come to us, as it is procured for us by him. There
is no getting to heaven as our home but by Christ as

our \Vay.

1 5. Let US therefore, as many as are

piifect, be thus minded: and if in anything:

yo be otherwise minded, God shall reveal

oven this unto you. 16. Nevertheless,

whereto we have already attained, let us

walk by the same rule, let us mind the

same thing.

The apostle, having proposed himself as an exam-
ple, urees the Philippians to follow it. Let the

same mind he in us which was in blessed Paul. We
see here, how he was minded ; let us be like-7nind-

ed, and set '-ur hearts upon Christ and heaven, as he
did.

1. He shews that this was the thing wherein all

good Christians were agreed ; to make Christ all in

all, and set their hearts upon another world. This
is that whereto ive have alt attained. However good
Cliristians may differ in their sentiments about ntlier

things, this is what they are agreed in, that Christ
is a Christian's all : that to 7:7'/; Christ, and to be
found in him, is our happiness both here and here-
after. And therefore let its walk hy the same rule,

and mind the same thing. Having made Christ our
all to us, to us to lii'e niust be Christ. Let us agree
to firess toward the mark, and make heaven our end.

2. 'I'hat this is a good reason why Christians who
differ in lesser matters, should \et hear with one
another, because they are agreed in the main mat-
ter ;

" If in any thing ye be otherwise minded; if

ye differ from one another, and are not of the same
judement as to meats and davs, and other matters
rf the Jewish law ; yet ye miist not judge one an-
other, while ye all nieet now in Christ as your Cen-
tre, 'and hope to meet shortlv in heaven as your
home. As for other matters of difference, lay no
great stress upon them, God shall reveal even this

unto yoji. Whatever it is whei-cin ye differ, ye
must wait till (iod give you a better understanding,
^\ hich he will do in his due time. In the mean time,
IS fur as ye have attained, ye must go together in

the ways of (ird, join together in all the great thin..;3

in which \ e are a^;,reed, and wait for further light in

the lesser things wherein ye differ.
"

17. Brethren, be followers together of

me, and mark them which walk so as ye
have us for an ensample. 18. (For many
walk, of whom 1 have told you often, and
now tell you even weeping, that they are the

enemies of the cross of Christ : 1 9. \\ hose

end is destruction, whose God is their belly

;

and irhose glory is in their shame, who mind
earthly things.) 20. For our conversation

is in heaven ; liom v\ hence also we look lor

the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21.

Who shall change our vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious body,

according to the working whereby he is

able even to subdue all things unto himself.

He closes the chapter with warnings and exhoita-
tions.

I. He warns them again.st following the examples
of seducers and evil teachers

; {v. 18, 19.) Many
walk, of whom I have told you of/en, and now tell

you wtep.ing, that they are the enemies of the cross

of Christ. Observe, There are many called by
Christ's name, who yet are enemies to Christ's

cress, and the design and intention. of it. Then-
walk is a surer evidence what they are than tlnir

profession. By their fruits ye shall know them,
Matt. 7. 20. The apostle warns people against

sucli : 1. Very frequently ; J have told you often.

^^'e so little heed the warnings given us, that we
ha\e need to have them repeated. To write the

sa?)ie things is saf, v, 1. 2. Feelingly and affec-

tionately ; / ?ww tell you weeping. Paul was upon
proper occasions a weeping preacher, as Jeremiah
was a weeping prophet. Observe, An old sermon
may be preached with new affections ; what we say
often we may say again, if we say it affectionately,

and are ourselves under the power of it. He gives us
the characters of those who were the enemies of the
cross of Christ.

(1.) W'^hose God is their belly ; they mind maliii g
but their sensual appetites. A wretched idol it is,

and a scandal for vmy, but especially for Christians,

to sacrifice the favour of God, the peace of their

conscience, and their eternal happiness, to it.

Gluttons and drunkards make a god of their belly,-

and all their care is to please it, and make provisic n
for it. The same obser\ance which good people
give to God, epicures give to their apj)ctites. Of
such he says. They serve not the I^ord Jesus Christ,

but their owji bellits, Rom. 16. 18.

(2.) They glory in their shame; they not only

sinned, but boasted of it, and gloried in that which
they ought to be ashamed of. Sin is the sinner's

shame, especially when it is gloried in. The)
value themselves for what is their blemish and re-

proach.

(3.) They mind earthly things. Christ came by
his cross to crucify the world to us, and us to the

world; and they who mind earthly things, act di-

rectly contrary to the cross of Christ, and this i^reat

design of it. They relish earthly things, and ha\ c

no relish of the things which are sjiiritual and hea-
venly ; tliey set their hearts and afft ctions on earthly

things ; they love them, and even dote upon them,
and have a confidence and complacency in them.
He gives them this character, to shew how absunl
it would be for Christians to follow the example of

such, or be led away by them. To deter us all frrm
it, he '-eads their doom :
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(4.) "Whose end kdestructio?!. Their w;iy seems
pleasant, but deatli uiul liell are at the eiul of it.

IF/iaC fruit had ye then in those thinifs -ivhere f ijc

are now unhamed ? For the end of those things is

death, Rom. 6. 21. It is dangerous following them,
though it is going down the stream ; for if we choose
their way, we liave reason to fear their end. Per-
)i>ips he alludes to the total destruction of th Jewish
nation.

11. He proposes himself and his brethren for an
example, in opposition to these evil examples ; Bre-
thren, be followers together of me, and mark them
ivlio walk 80, as ye have us for an exam/ile, v. 17.

iM irk them out for your /lattern. He explains him-
self, {v. 20.) by their regard to Christ and heaven :

f'jr our conversation is in heaven. Observe, Good
l; iristians, even while they are here on earth, have
t leir conversation in heaven. Their citizenshi/i is

t!iei-c, 'ar'^yiTtufxn.: that is, we stand related to that

world, and are citizens of the jYew Jerusaletn. This
world is not our home, but that is. There our great-

est privileges and concerns lie. And because oui-

citizenship is there, our conversation is there; being
jelated to that world, we keep up a correspondence
with it. The life of a Christian is in heaven, where
liis head is, and his home is, and where he hopes to

be shortly : he sets his affections ufion things above ;

;;nd wliere his heart is, there will his conversation
The apostle had pressed them to follow him, and

other ministers of Christ ;
** Why," might they say,

''you are a company of poor, despised, persecuted
people ; who make no figure, and pretend to no ad-
vantages in the world; who will follow you?"
"Nay," says he, "but our conversation is in hea-
ven. We have a near relation, and a great preten-
sion, to tlie other world ; and are not so mean and
despicable as we are represented." It is good hav-
ing fellowship with those who have fellowship with
Christ, and conversation with those whose conver-
sation is in heaven.

1. Because we look for the Saviour from thence ;

{v. 20.) From whence also we lookfor the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ. He is not here, he is as-

cended, he is entered within the veil for us ; and we
expect his second coming from thence, to gather in

all the citizens of that .Yew Jerusalem to hmiself.

2. Because at the second coming of Christ we
expect to be happy and glorified there. There is

good reason to have our conversation in heaven, not
only because Christ is now there, but because we
liope to be there shortly ; JTho shall change our vile

bodies, that they may 6e fashioned like unto his glo-
rious body, V. 21. There is a glory reserved for the
l)odies of the saints, which they will be instated in

at the resutrection. The body is mw at tlic liest a
vile body, ts i-Zuct tmc nTurJiirtut i\uZv—the body of
our humiliation: it lias its rise and criginal froni the
earth, it is supported out of the earth, and is subject
to m;iny diseases, and to death at last. Besides, it

is often the occasion and instrument of much sin,

which is called the body of this death, Rom. 7. 24.

Or it may be understood of its vileness wlien it lies

in the grave ; at the resurrection, it will he found a

vile body, resolved into rottenness and dust ; the
dust will return to the earth as it was, I'.ccl. 12. 7.

But it will be made a glorious body ; and not onlv
raised again to life, but i-aised to ji;rcat advantage.
Observe, (1.) The samfile of this cliange, and that

)s, the glorious body of Christ ; when he was trans-

figured upon the mount, hisface did shine as the sun,
and his raiment was white as the light. Matt. 17. 2.

He went to heaven, clothed with a bodv, that he
might take possession of the inheritance in our na-
ture, and be not onlv the First-born from the dead,
but the First-born of the children ofthe resurrection.

We shall be conformed to the image ofhis Son, (hat
he might be the First-born among many brethren.

;

Rom. S. 29. 0!)scrvc, (2.) The power bv v hxh
this change will be wrought : according to the work-
ing whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto
himself There is an efficacy of jjower, an exceed-

:
ing greatness of flower, and the working of mighty

\

flower, Eph. 1. 19. It is matter of comfort to us

I

that he can subdue all things to himself, and sooner
' or later will bring over all into his interest. And
the resurrection will be wrought by this power. I
will raise him u/i at the last day, John 6. 44. Let this

confirm our faiih of the resurrection, that we not
only have the scriptures, which assure us it shall

l)e, but we know (he Jiower of God, which can effect

it. Matt. 22. 29. As Christ's resurrection was a
glorious instance of the divine power, and therefore
he is declared to be the Son of God with fiower, by
the resurrection from the dead; (Rom. 1. 4.) so will
our resurrection be : and his resurrection is a stand-
ing evidence, as well as pattern, of our's. And
then all the enemies of the Redeemer's kingdom
will becom])letely conquered. Not only he who had
the flower ofdeath, that is, the Devil, (Heb. 2. 14. ) but
the last enemy shall be destroyed, that is, death, 1 Cor.
15. 26. Death will be swallowed ufi in victory, v. 54.

CHAP. IV.
Exhortations to several Christian duties, as stead fastnebs,
unanimity, joy, &c. v. I . . 9. The apostle's greatful ac-
knowledgments of tlie Philippians' kindness to him, with
expressions of his own content, and desire of their good,

j

V. 10. . 20. He concludes the epistle with praise, saluta-

j

lions, and blessing-, v. 21 . . 23.

\
1. npHERKFORE, my brethren dearly

JL beloved and longed for, my joy and
crown, so stand fast in the Lord, mij dearly
beloved. 2. I beseech Euodias, and be-

\

seech Syntyche, that they be of the same
I

mind in the I^ord. 3. And I entreat thee
! also, true yoke-fellow, help those women
I

which laboured with me in the gospel, with

j

Clement also, and loith other my fellow-

labourers, whose names are in the book of
I
life. 4. Rejoice in the Lord alway : and

j

again I say. Rejoice. 5. Let your moder-
! ation be known unto all men. The Lord
is at hand. 6. Be ye careful for nothing

;

but in every thing by prayer and supplica-
tion, with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known unto God. 7. And the
peace of God, which passeth all under-
standing, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus. 8. Finally, breth-
ren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatso-
ever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report ; if there he any virtue,
and if there he any praise, think on these
things. 9. Those things which ye have
both learned, and received, and heard and
seen in me, do : and the God of peace shall

be with you.

The apostle begins the chapter with exhortations
to divers Christian duties.

I. To steadfastness in our Chris' ian yn-of. ssion,

V. 1. It is inferred from the close of the foregoing
chapter ; Therefore standfast, dec. Seeing our con-
versation is in heaven, and we look for the Saviour
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to come from thence, and fetch us thither : thrrt-fore '

let lis stand fast, NotCj The believing hope and
prospect of eternal life should en'j :ge us to be
steadv, even, and constant, in our Christian course.

Observe here,

1. The compellations are very endearing; My
brethren, dearly beloved, and longed fhr, myjoy and
croivn ; and again, I^Iy dearly beloved. Thus he
expresses the pleasure he took in them, the kind-

ness he had for them, to convey his exhortations to

tliem with so much the greater advantage. He
looked upon them as his brethren, though lie was a

great apostle. All ive are brethren. There is dif-

ference of gifts, graces, and attainments, yet, being

renewed by the same Spirit, after the same image,
we a7-e brethren ; as the children of the same pa-

rents, though of different ages, statures, and com-
plexions. Being brethren, (1.) He loved them, and
loved them dearly; Dearly beloved; and again.

My dearly beloved. Warm affections become
ministers and Christians toward one anotlier. Bro
therly love must always go along with the brothei'ly

relation. (2.) He loved them, and longed for them ;

longed to see them, and hear from them ; longed for

their welfare, and was earnestly desirous of it ; /
long after you all in the bonvels of Jesus Christ, ch.

1. 3. (3.) He loved them, and rejoiced in them.
They were his joy ; he had no greater jov than to

hear of their spiritual health and prosperity. / re-

joicedgreatly that Ifound ofthy children walking in

the truth, 2 John 4. 3 John 4. (4.) He loved them,
and gloried in them : they were his crown as well as

his joy. Never was proud ambitious man more
pleased with the ensigns of honour than Paul was
with the evidences of the sincerity of their faith and
obedience. All this is to prepare his way to greater

regard.

2. The exhortation itself; So standfast in the

Lord. Being in Christ, they must stand fast in

him, even and steady in their walk with him, and
close and constant unto the end. Or, To stand fast
in the Lord, is to stand fast in his strength, and bv
his grace ; not trusting in ourselves, and disclaiming

any sufficiency of our own ; we must be strong in the

Lord, and in the fiower of his might, Eph. 6. 10.

" So stand fast, so as you have done hitherto, stand

fast unto the end, so as you are my beloved, and mv
joy and crown ; so stand fast, as those in wliose wel-

fare and perseverance I am so nearly interested and
concerned.

"

II. He exhorts them to unanimity and mutual as-

sistance ; {v. 2, 3.") I beseech Ruodiasand Syntyche,

that they be of the same mind in the Lord. This is

directed to some particular persons. Sometimes
there is need of applying the general precepts of the

gospel to particular ]iersons and cases. Ruodias
and Syntyche, it seems, were at variance, either one
with the other, or with the church ; citlier upon a
civil account, it mav I)e they were engaged in a law-
suit ; or upon a religious account, it may be thev
were of different o])inions and sentiments. "Pray,"
savs he, '• desire them from me to be of the same
mind in the Lord ; to keep the peace, and live in

love ; to be of the same mind one with another, not

thwarting and contradicting ; and that tliey be of the
same mind witli the rest of the cliurch, not acting

in opposition to tlicm."

Then he exliorts to mutual assistance ; (v. 3.) and
that he directs to narlicular persons ; I entreat thee

also, true yokefellow. W\\n this person was, whom
he calls true yoke-fellow, is uncertain. Some think
Ep.afilirodit.us, who is supposed to be one of the
pastors of the church of the Philippians. Others
think it was some eminent good woman, perhaps
Paul's wife, because he exhorts his yoke-fellow to

helfi the women which laboJired with him. Who-
ever was the yoke-fellow with the apostle, must be

a yoke-fellow too with his friends. It seems, theie
were women who laboured with Paul in the gospel

,

not ui the jjublic ministry
;
(for the apostle expiessly

forbids that, (1 Tim. 2. 12.) / suffer not a woman
to teach ;) but by entertaining the ministers, visiting

the sick, instructing the ignorant, convincing the
erroneous. Thus women may be helpful to minis-
ters in the work of the gosijel. Now, savs the
apostle, do thou help them. They who help others,
should be hel]jed themselves, when there is occa-
sion. '* Help them, join with them, strengthen their
hands, encourage them in their difficulties."

With Clement also, and other myfellow-labourers.
Paul had a kindness for all his fellow-labourers

;

and as he had found the benefit of their assistance,

he concluded how comfortable it would be to them
to have the assistance of others. Of his fellow-la-

bourers he says. Whose names are in the book of life;

either they were chosen of God from all etemitvj or
registered and enrolled in the corporation and so-

ciety to which the privilege of eternal life belongs,

alluding to the custom among the Jews and Gen-
tiles, of registering the inhabitants or the freemen
of a city. So we read of their names being nvi-itten

in heaven, (Luke 10. 20.) not blotting his name out

of the book of life, (Rev. 3. 5.) andoi the?n who' arc
written in the Lamb's- book of life, Rev. 21. 27. Ob-
serve, There is a book of life ; there are 7iames in

that book, and not characters and conditions only.

We cannot search into that book, or know whose
names are written there ; !iut we ma\ , in a judg-
ment of charity, conclude that they who labour in

the gospel, and are faithful to the interest of Christ
and souls, have their names in the book of life,

III. He exhorts to holy joy and delight in God

;

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and agaiii Isay. Rejoice,

V. 4. All our joy must terminate in God, and our
thoughts of God must be delightfid thoughts. De-
light thyself in the Lord ; (Ps. 37. 4.) in the multi-

tude of our thoughts within us, (grievous and af-

flicting thoughts,) his comforts delight our souls,

(Ps. 94. 19.) and our meditation of him is snveet, Ps.

104. 34. Observe, It is our duty and ])rivilege to

rejoice in (iod, and to rejoice in him always ; at all

times, in all conditions ; even when we suffer for

him, or are afflicted by him. We must not think

the worse of him or of his ways, for the hardships
we meet vvith in his service. There is enough in

God to furnish us with matter of joy in the worst
circumstance on earth. He had said it before, {ch.

3. 1.) Rinally, ?ny brethren, rejoice in the Lord.
Here he says it again. Rejoice in the Lord alway ;

and again I say. Rejoice. Joy in God is a duty of

great consequence in the Christian life ; and Chris-
tians need to be again and again called to it. If good
men have not a continualfeast, it is their own fault.

IV. We are here exhorted to candour and gentle-

ness, and good temper towards our brethren ; "Let
your moderation be known to all 7nen, v. 5. In

things indifferent do not run into extremes ; avoid

bigotry and animosity
; judge charitably concerning

one another. " The word to i-rieiKU signifies a good
dis])osition towards other men ; and this moderation

is ex])lained, Rom. 14. Some understand it of jm-

tient bearing afflictions, or sober enjoyment of

worldly good ; and so it well agrees with the follow-

ing verse. The reason is. The Lord is at hand. T\\c

consideration of our Master's approach, and our

final account, should keep us from smiting our fel-

low-servants, sujjport us under present sufferings,

and moderate our affections to outward good. «' He
will take vengeance on your enemies, and reward
your patience."
V. Here is a caution against disquieting perlex-

ing care ; {v. 6. ) Re ca7rfulfor nothing—yiiSh fAtfifjc

van : the same exjiression with that Matt. 6. 25,

Take no thoughtfor your- life ^ that is, anxious cart
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and distracting thought in the wants and difficulties

of life. Observe, It is the duty and interest of

Christians to live without care. There is a care of

diligence which is our duty, and consists in a wise

forecast and.due concern ; but there is a care of dif-

fidence and distrust, which is our sin and folly, and
which only perplexes and distracts the mind. " Be
careful for nothiyig, so as by your care to distrust

God, and unfit yourselves for his service."

VI. As a sovereign antidote against perplexing
(.are, he recommends to us constant jjrayer; In
every thing by firayer and supfilication , with thanks-

giving, let your requests be ?}iade knoivTi to God,
Observe, 1. We must not only keep up stated

times for prayer, but we must pray upon every par-

l
ticular emergence. In every thing by prayer.

t W'lien any thing burthens our sj/irits, we must ease

I
our minds by prayer ; when our affairs are ])erplex-

' ed 01- distressed, we must seek direction and support.

2. We must join thanksgiving with our prayers and
supplications: we must not only seek supplies of

good, but own receipts of mercy. Grateful acknow-
ledgments of what we have, argue a right disposi-

tion of mind, and are prevailing motives for further
blessings. 3. Prayer is offering up our desires to

God, or making them known to him ; Let your re-

quest be made known to God. Not that God needs
to be told either our wants or desires ; for he knows
them bettei" than we can tell him : but he will know
them from us, and have us shew our regards and
concern, express our value of the mercy, and sense

of our dependence on him. 4. The effect of this

will be \.\\Q peace of God keeping our hearts, v. 7.

The peace of God, that is, the comfortable sense of

our reconciliation to God, and interest in his favour,

and the hope of the heavenly blessedness, and en-

joyment of God hereafter, which passeth all under-
s'anding, is a greater good than can be sufficiently

valued or duly expressed. It has not entered into

the heart of man, 1 Cor. 2. 9. This peace will kee/i

our heart-s and minds through Jesus Christ ; it will

keep them from sinning under our troubles, and
from sinking under them ; keep them calm and
sedate, without discomposure of passion, and with
inward satisfaction. Thou shall keep him in perfect
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, Isa. 26. 3.

VII. We are exhorted to get and keep a good
name; a name for good things with God and good
men; fVhatsoe^>er things are true and honest ; {v. 8.)

a regard to truth in our words and engagements,
and to decency and becomingness in our l)ehaviour,

i' suitable to our circumstances and condition of life.

Whatsoever things are Just and pure ; agreeable
to the rules of justice and righteousness in our
dealings with men ; and without the impurity or
mixture of sin. Whatsoever things are /oTv/j/awr/
of good report, that is, amiable; that will render
us beloved, and make us well spoken of, as well as
well tliought of, Ijy others. If there is any vir-
tue, if there is any praise ; any thing really virtuous
in any kind, and worthy of commendation. Ob-
serve, 1. The apostle would have the Christians
learn any thing which was good of their heathen
neighbours ;

" If there be any virtue, think of these

things: imitate them in what is truly excellent
among them ; and let not them outdo you in any in-

stance of goodness." We should not be ashamed
to learn any good thing of bad men, or those who
have not our advantages. 2. Virtue has its praise,

and will have. We should walk in all the wavs of
virtue, and abide therein; and then, whether our
praise be of ?nen or no, it will be of God, Rom. 2. 29.

In these things he proposes himself to them for an
example; (f. 9.) Those things which ye have learn-
ed, and receri'ed, and heard and seen in me, do. Ob-
serve, Paul's doctrine and life were of a piece. What
thev saw in him, was the same thing with what thev
Vol. V!.—4 E

heard from him. He could propose himself as wdl
as his doctrine to their imitation. It gives a great \

force to what we .say to others, when we can appeal )

to what they have seen in us. And this is the way
'

to have the 6lod ofpeace with us—to keep close to
our duty to him. The Lord is with us whdc we are
with him.

10. But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly,

that now at tlie last your care of me hath
flourished again ; wherein ye were also care-
ful, but ye lacked opportunity. II. Not
that I speak in respect of want : for I have
learned, in whatsoever state T am, there-

icith to be content. 12. 1 know both how
to be abased, and 1 know how to abound

:

every where, and in all things, I am in-

structed both to be full and to be hungry,
both to abound and to sufter need. 1 3. 1 can
do all things through Christ who strength-

eneth me. 14. Notwithstanding ye have
well done, that ye did communicate with
my affliction. 15. Now, ye Philippians,
know also, that in the begiiming of the gos-
pel, when I departed from Macedonia, no
church conmiunicated with me as concern-
ing giving and receiving, but ye only. 16.

For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and
again unto my necessity. 17. Not because
1 desire a gift : but I desire fruit that may
abound to your account. 1 8. But i have
all, and abound : I am full, having received
of Epaphroditus the things ivhich icnx sent

from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sa
crifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God
19. But my God shall supply all yourneet
according to his riches in glory by Chrisl
Jesus.

In these verses we have the thankful grateful ac
knowledgment which the apostle makes of the
kindness of the Phili])pians in sending him a presen;
for his support, now that he was uprisoner ai Rome
And hei'e,

I. He takes occasion from thence to acknowledge
their former kindnesses to him, and to make men-
tion of them, V. 15, 16. Paul had a grateful spirit

:

for though what his friends did for him was nothing
in comjjarison of what he deserved from them, and
the obligations he had laid upon them

; yet he speaks
of their kindness as if it had been a i)iece of generous
charity, when it was really far short of a just debt.
If they had each of them contributed half their es-
tates to him, they had not given him too much, since
they owed to him even their own souls ; and vet,
when they sent a small present to him, how kiiidlv
does he take it, how thankfully does he mention it,

even in this epistle which was to be left upon re^
cord, and read in the churches, through all ages ; so''
that wherever this epistle shall be read, there shall
this which they did to Paul be told for a memorial
of them. Surely never was present so well repaid.
He reminds them, that in the beginning of the

gospel no church communicated with him as to giv-
ing and receh'ing, but they only, x-. 15. Thev not
only maintained him comfortably while he was with
them, but wher he departed from^Macedonia they
sent tokens of their kindness after him ; and this,
when no other churcn did so besides. None besides
sent after him of their carnal things, in considera-
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tion of what the_v had reaped of his .s/iiritiial things.

In works of charity, we are ready to ask, " Wluit
do other people do ?" But the church of the I'hiiip-

piaiis never considered that. It redtmnded so nuich

the more to their honour, that they were the only

church who were thus just and generous. Even in

Thcssalonica (after lie was departed from Macedo-
nia) ye sent once and again to my necessity, v. 16.

Observe, 1. It was but little which they sent; they
sent only to liis necessity

;
just such things as he had

need of
;
perha])s it was according to their ability,

and he did not desire superfluities or dainties. 2. It

is an excellent thing to see those to whom God has
abounded in the gifts of his grace, abounding in

grateful returns to his people and ministers, accord-

^ ing to their own ability, and their necessity ; Ye sent

once and agairi. Many people make it an excuse
for their charity, that they have given once : why
should the charge come upon them again ? But the

Philippians sent once and again ; they often relieved

and refreshed him in his necessities. He makes this

mention of their former kindness, not only in his own
gratitude, but for their encouragement.

II. He excuses their neglect of late. It seems,

for some time they had not sent to inquire after him,
or sent him any present ; but noiv at the last their

care of him flourished again, (f. 10.) like a tree in

the spring, which seemed all the winter to Ije quite

dead. Now, in conformity to the example of his

great Master, instead of upbraiding them for their

neglect, he makes an excuse for them ; Wherein ye
ivere also careful, but ye lacked ofifiortunity. How
could they lack opportunitv, if they had been re-

solved upon it ? They might have sent a messenger
on purpose. But the aj^ostle is willing to suppose,

in favour of them, that they would have done it if a
fair opportunity had offered. H<nv contrary is this

to the conduct of many to their friends, by whom
neglects which really are excusal)le, are resented
\ery heinously ; when Paul excused that which he
had reason enough to resent.

III. He commends their present liberality ; JVot-

ivithstanding, ye have ivell done, that ye did commu-
nicate with my affliction, v. 14. It is a good work to

succour and help a good minister in trouble. Here
see what is the nature of true Christian sympathy

;

not only to be concerned for our friends in their ti-ou-

bles, but to do what we can to help them. They com-
municated with him in his affliction, in relieving him
under it. He who savs, Be ye warmed, be yejilled,

and giveth not those thini^s they have need of; what
doth it firqfit? Jam. 2. 16.

He rejoiced greatly in it, (v. 10.) because it was
an evidence of their affection to him, and the success
of his ministry among them. When the fmit of
their charity abounded toward the apostle, it ap-
peared that the fruit of his ministry abounded among
them.

IV. He takes care to obviate the ill use some
might make of his taking so much notice of what was
sent him. It did not proceed either from discontent
and distrust, {v. 11.) or from covetousness, and love
of the world, v. 12.

1. It did not come from discontent, or distrust of
Providence; A'ot that T sfieak in resfiect of want

:

(v. 11.) not in respect of any want he felt, "or of any
want he feared. As to the former, he was content
with the little he had, and that satisfied him ; as to
the latter, he depended upon the providence of God
to pro\ide for him from day to day, and that satis-'

fied him. So that he did not speak in respect of
want any wav ; for T have learned, in whatsoever
state I am, therewith to be content. We have here
an account of Paul's learning, not that which he got
at the feet of Gamaliel, but that which he got at the
feet of Christ. He nad learnt to be content ; and
that was a lesson he had as much need to learn as

most men, considering the hardships and sufferings

with wliich he was exeixised. He was in bonds and
i»i/iri'Sonnients, and necessities, often ; but in all he
had learnt to be content, to bring his mind to his

condition, and niake the best of it.

I know both how to be abased, and I know how to

abound, v. 12. This is a special act of grace, to ac^
commodate ourselves to every condition of life, and
carry an equal temper of mind through all the va-

rieties of our state. (1.) To accommodate ourselves
to an afflicted condition ; to know how to be abased,
how to be hungry, how to suffer want, so as not to

be overcome by the temptations of it, either to lose

our comfort in God, or distrust his providence, or to

take any indirect course for our own supply. (2. ) To
a prosperous condition ; to know how to abound,
how to befull, so as not to be proud, or secure, or
luxurious. And this is as hard a lesson as the other

;

for the temptations of fulness and prosperity are not

less than those of affliction and want. But how must
we learn it ? I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me, v. 13. We have need of strength

from Christ, to enable us to perform not only those
duties which are purely Christian, but even those
which are the fruit of moral virtue. We need his

strength to teach us to be content in every condition.

The apostle had seemed to boast of himself, and of

his own strength ; I know how to be abased ; {v. 12.)
but here he transfers all the praise to Christ. "What
do I talk of knowing how to be abased, and how to

abound.^ It is only through Christ who strengthens
me, that I can do it, not in my own strength." So
we are required to be strong in the Lord, atjd in the

power of his might, (Eph. 6. 10.) and to be strong
in the grace which is in Christ Jesus ; (2 Tim. 2. 1.)

and we are strengthened with might by his Spirit in

the inner rnan, Eph. 3. 16. The word in the original

is a participle of the present tense, h r^ iv^vvx/uivTi

fAt X/i/s-y, and denotes a present and continued act

;

*' Through Christ, who is strengthening me, and
does continually strengthen me ; it is by his constant
and renewed strength I am enabled to act in every
thing ; I wholly depend upon him for all my spiri-

tual power."
2. It did not come from covetousness, or an affec-

tion to worldly wealth ; .^ot because I desire a gift

;

{y. 17.) that is, "I welcome your kindness, not oe-
cause it adds to my enjoyments, but because it adds
to your account." He desired it not so much for his

own sake, but their's ;
•'/ desire fruit that may

abound to your account, that you maybe enabled to

make such a good use of your worldly possessions,

that you may give an account of them with joy. It

is not with any design to draw more from you, but
to encourage you to such an exercise of beneficence
as will meet with a glorious reward hereafter. For
mv part," says he, " I have all, and abound, v. 18.

What can a man desire more than enough ? I do not

desire a gift for the gift's sake, for I have all, and
abound." They sent him a small token, and he de-

sired no more ; he was not solicitous for a present

superfluity, or a future supply ; I am full, hcnnng
received from Epaphroditus the things which were
sent from vou. Note, A good man will soon have
enough of this world ; not only of living in it, but of

receiving from it. A covetous worldling, if he has
ever so much, would still have more ; but a heavenly
Christian, though he has little, has enough.

V. The apostle assures them, that God did accept,

and would recompense, their kindness to him.

1. He did accept it ; It is an odour of a s^veet

smell ; a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God.
Not a sacrifice of atonement, for none makes atone-

ment for sin but Christ ; but a sacrifice of acknow-
ledgment, and li'cll-pleasing to God. It was more
acceptable to God as it was the fruit of their grace,
than it was to Paul as it was the supply of his want
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. With such sacrifices God is leell-pleased, Heb. 13.

16.

2. He would recompense it ; But my God shall

iufifily all your wants according to his riches in

glory by Christ Jesus, zk 19. He does as it were
draw a bill upon the exchequer in heaven, and leaves

It to God to make them amends for the kindness
they had shewed him. " He shall do it, not only as

your God, but as my God, who takes what is done
to me as done to himself. You supplied my needs,

according to your poverty ; and he shall supjjly

your's, accordmg to his riches." But still it is by
Christ Jesus : through him we have grace to do that

which is good, and through him we must expect the

reward of it. Not of debt, but of grace ; for the

more we do for God, the more we are indebted to

him, because we receive the more from him.

20. Now unto God and our Father be

glory for ever and ever. Amen. 21. Salute

every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren

which are with me greet you. 22. x\ll the

saints salute you, chiefly they that are of

Ceesar's household. 23. The grace of our

Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

The apostle concludes the epistle in these verses

:

1. With praises to God ; .Yoiv unto God and our
Father be gl'^ry for ever and ever. Amen, v. 20.

Observe, (1.) God is to be considered by us as our
Father ; Aow unto God and our Father. It is a
gij.it condescension and favour in God, to own the
relation of Father to sinners, and allow us to say to

him. Our Father ; and it is a title peculiar to the
gospel-dispensation. It is also a great privilege and
encouragement to us, to consider him as our Father ;

as one so nearly related, and who bears so tender an
affection towards us. We should look upon God,
under all our weakness and fears, not as a tyrant or
an enemy, but as a Father, who is disposed to pity
us and help us. (2.) We must ascribe glory to G(i(l

as a Father: the glory of his own excelleiice, and
of all his mercy unto us. We must thankfully own
the receipt of all from him, and give the praise of
all to him. And our praise must be constant and
perpetual ; it nmst be glory for ever and ex'er.

2. With salutations to his friends at Piiilippi

;

"Salute every saint in Christ Jesus, {v. 21.) give
my hearty love to all the Christians in your parts."
He desires remembrances not only to the bishops
and deacons, and the church in general, but to every
particular saint. Paul had a kind affection to all

good Christians.

3. He sends salutations from those who were at

Rome ;
" The brethren who are with me, salute

you ; tlie ministers, and all the saints here, send
their affectionate remembrances to you. Chiefly
they who are of Cdear's household ; the Christian
converts who belonged to the emperor's court."
Observe, (1.) There were saints in Cxsar's house-
hold. Though Paul was imprisoned at Rome, for

preaching the gospel, by the emperor's command
;

yet there were some Christians m his own family.
The gospel early obtained among some of the rich
and great. Perhaps the apostle fared the better, and
received some favour, by means of his friends at

court. {2.) Chiefly they, 8cc. Observe, They, being
bred at court, were more complaisant than the rest.

See what an ornament to religion sanctified civility

is.

4. The apostolical benediction, as usual ; " 7%^
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Amen. The free favour and good-will of Christ be
your portion and happiness."

AN

EXPOSITION,
WITH

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS,

OF THE

EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE COLOSSIANS.

Completed by Dr. IV. Harris.

COLOSSE was a considerable city of Phrygia, and, probably, not far from Laodicea and Hierapolis ; we
find these three mentioned together, ch. 4. 13. It is now buried in ruins, and the memory of it chieflv

preserved in this epistle. The design of the epistle is to warn them of the danger of the Jewish zealots',

who pressed the necessity of observing the ceremonial law ; and to fortify them against the mixture of the
Gentile philosophy with their Christian principles. He professes a great satisfaction in their steadfast-

ness and constancy, and encourages them io perseverance. It was written about the same time with the
epistle to the Ephesians and Philippians, Anno Domini 62. and in the same place, while he was now
prisoner at Rome. He was not idle in his confinement, and the word of God was not bound.

This epistle, like that to the Romans, was written to those whom he had never seen, or had any personal
acquaintance with. The church planted at Colosse was not by Paul's ministiy, but by the ministry ol
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