
AN

EXPOSITION,

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS

OF THE PROPHECY OF

NAHUM.

The name of this prophet signifies a comforter; for it was a charge given to all the prophets, Comfort ye,

comfort ye my fieofile; and even this prophet, though wholly taken up in foretelling the destruction of

Nineveh, which speaks terror to the Assyrians, is, even in that, comforter to the ten tribes of Israel,

who, it is probable, were now lately carried captives into Assyria. It is verv uncertain at what time

he lived and prophesied, but it is most probable that he lived in the time of Hezekiah, and prophesied

against Nineveh, after the captivity of Israel by the kin^ of Assyria, which was in the nintli year of

Hezekiah, and before Sennacherib's invading Judah, which was in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah,

for to that attempt, and the defeat of it, it is supposed, the first chapter has reference; and it is proba-

ble that it was delivered a little before it, for the encouragement of God's people in that day of treading

down and perplexity. It is the conjecture of the learned Huetius, that the two other chapters of this

book were delivered by Nahum some years after, perhaps in the reign of Manasseh, and m that reign

the Jewish chronologies generally place him; somewhat nearer to the time when Nineveh was con-

quered, and the Assyrian monarchy reduced, by Cyaxarcs and Nebuchadnezzar, some time before the

first captivity of Judah. It is probable that Nahum did by word of mouth prophesy many things con-

cerning Israel and Judah, as it is certain that Jonah did, (2 Kings xiv. 25.) though we have nothing of

either of them in writing, but what related to Nineveh, of which, though a great and ancient city, yet,

probably, we should never have heard in sacred writ, if the Isi'ael of God had not had some concern in it.

NAHUM, I.

CHAP. 1.

In this chapter we have, I. The inscription of the book, t.

I. II. .\ magnificent display of the glory of God, in a

mixture of wrath and justice against the wicked, and
mercy and grace toward his people, and the discovery

of his majesty and power in both, v. 2. . 8. III. A par-

ticular application of this (as most interpreters think) to

the destruction of Sennacherib and the Assyrian army,
when they besieged Jerusalem, which ivas a very memo-
rable and illustrious Instance of the power both of God's

justice and of his mercy, and spake abundance of terror

to his enemies, and encouragement to his faithful ser-

vants, V. 9 . . 16.

HE burden of Nineveh. The book
of the vision of Nahum the EI-'T

Koshite.

This title directs us to consider,

1. The great city against which the word of the

Lord is here delivered; it is the burthen ofJVineveh;

Vol. IV.—6 R

not only a.firophecy, and a weighty one, but a bur-
thensome prophecy, a dead weight to J\''ineveh, a

mill-stone hanged about its neck. JVineve/t was the
place concerned, and the Assyrian monarchy,
which that was the royal seat of. About a hundred
years before this, Jonah had, in God's name, fore-

told the speedy overthrow of this great city; but
then the Ninevites repented, and were spared, and
that decree did not bringforth; the Ninevites then
saw clearly how much it was to their advantage, to

iurnfrom their evil ivay, it was the saving of their

city; and yet, soon after, they returned to it again;
it became worse than ever, a bloody city, and full
of lies and robbery; they repented of their repent-
ance, returned with the dog to his vomit, and at

length grew worse than ever they had been; then
God sent them not this prophet, as Jonah, but this

prophecy, to read them their doom, which was now
irreversible. Note, The re/trieve will not be con-
tinued, if the refientance be not continued in. If

men turn from the good they began to do, they caii
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expect no other than that God should turn from the
j

favour he began to show, Jer. xviii. 10.

2. The poor jiro/ihel by whom the word of the
Lord is here delivered; it is the book of the vison of
JVahum the Elkoshite. The burtlien of J^ineveh
was wliat the proplxet plainly foresaw, for it was his

vision, and what he left upon record; it is the book

of the vision, that, wlien he was gone, the event
might be compared with the prediction, and might
confirm it. All the account we have of the prophet
himsL-lf, is, that lie was an Elkoshite, of the town
called Kikes, or Elcos, which, St. Jerome says, was
in Galilee. Some observe, that the scripture ordi-

narily says little of the prophets themselves, that

our faith might not stand upon their authority, but
upon that of tlie blessed Spirit by whom their pro-
phecies were endited.

2. God z5Jealoiis, and the Lord revcngcth;
the Lord revengeth, and is furious: the Lord
will take vengeance on his adversaries, and
he reserveth lorath for his enemies. 3. The
Lord is slow to anger, and great in power,
and will not at all acquit the wicked: the

Lord halh his way in the whirlwind and
in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of

his feet. 4. He rebuketh the sea, and
niaketh it dry, and drietli up all the rivers:

Bashan languisheth, and Carmcl, and the

flower of Lebanon languisheth. 5. The
mountains quake at him, and the hills melt,

and the earth is burnt at his presence, yea,

the world, and all that dwell therein. 6.

Who can stand before his indignation ] and
who can abide in the fierceness of his an-

ger ? his fury is poured out like fire, and the

rocks are thrown down by him. 7. The
Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of

trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in

him. 8. But with an over-running flood he
will make an utter end of the place thereof,

and darkness shall pursue his enemies.

Nineveh knows not God, that God that contends
with her, and therefore is here told what a God he
is; and it is good for us all to mix faith with that

which is here said concerning him, which speaks a

great deal of terror to the wicked, and comfort to

good people; for this glorious description ' of the
Sovereign of the world, like the pillar of cloud and
fire, has a bright side towards Israel, and a dark
side toward the Egyptians. Let each take his por-
tion from it; let sinners read it and tremble, let

saints read it and triumph. The wrath of God is

here revealed from heaven against his enemies, his

favour and mercy are here assured to his faithful,

loyal subjects, and his almighty power in both,
making his wrath very terrible, and his favour very
desirable.

\. He is a God of i7iflexiblejustice, & jealous God,
and will take vengeance on his enemies; let Nine-
veh know this, and tremble before him. Their idols

are insignificant things, there is nothing formidable
in them; but the God of Israel is greatly to be
feared; for, 1. Yie resents the affronts and indi^i-
lies done him by tliose that deny his being or any of

his perfections, that set up other gods in competition
with him, that destroy his laws, arraign his pro-
ceedings, ridicule his word, or are abusive to his

people. Let such know that Jehovah, the one only
living and true God, is a jealous God, and a Re-

venger; he \%jealous for his own honour in the mat
ters of his worship, and will not endui'e a rival; he ii

jealous for the comfort of his worshippers,yra/ous/o?
his land, (Joel ii. 18. ) and will not have that injured.
He is a Revenger, and he is furious; he has fury,
(so the word is, ) not as man has it, in whom it is an
ungoverned passion, (so he has said, fury is not in
me, Isa. xxvii. 4.) but he has it in such a way as
becomes the righteous God, to put an edge upon his
justice, and to make it appear more terrible to those
who otherwise would stand in no awe of it. He is^

Lord of anger; so the Hebrew phrase is, for that
which we read, he isfurious: he has anger, but he
has it at command and under government; our an
ger is often lord over us, as theirs that have no rule
over their own sfiirits, but God is always Lord of
his anger, and weighs a path to it, Ps. Ixxviii. 50.

2. He resolved to reckon with those that put those
affronts upon him. We are told liere, not only that
he is a Revenger, but that he will take vengeance;
he has said he will, he has sworn it, Deut. xxxii.

40, 41. Whoever are his adversaries and enemies
among men, he will make them feel his resentments;
and though the sentence against his enemies is not
executed speedily, yet he reser-ves wrath for them,
and reserves them for it in the day of wrath.
Against his own people, who repent, and humble
themselves before him, he keeps not his anger for
ever, but against his enemies he will for ever let out
his anger. He will not at all acquit the wicked that
sin, and stand to it, and do not repent, v. 3. Those
wickedly de/iart from their God, that depart, and
never return; (Ps. xviii. 21.) and these he will not
acquit. Humble supplicants will find him gracious,
but scornful beggars will not find him easy, or that
the door of mercy will be o/iened to a loud, but late.

Lord, Lord. This revelation of the wrath of God
against his enemies is applied toNine\eh, (v. 8.)
and sliould be applied by all those to themselves,
who go on still in their trespasses; ll'ith an over-
running flood he will make an utter end of the /dare
thereof. The army of the Chaldeans sliall overrun
the country of the Assyrians, and lay it all waste.
God's judgments, when they come with commission,
are like a deluge to any people, which the)' cannot
keep off, or make head against. Darkness shall
pursue his enemies, terror and trouble shall follow
them, whithersoever they go, shall pursue them to
utter darkness; if they thirik to flee from the dark-
ness that pursues them, they will but fall into that
which is before them.

II. He is a God of irresistible power, and is able
to deal with his enemies, be they ever so many,
ever so mighty, ever so hai-dy. He is great in
power, {v. 3.) and therefore it is good having him
our Friend, and bad having him our Enemy. Now
here,

1. The power of God is asserted and proved by
divers instances of it in the kingdom of nature,
where we always find its visible effects in the ordi-
narj^ course of nature, and sometimes in the sur-
prising alterations of that course. (1.) If we look

up into the regions of tbe air, there we shall find

proofs of his power, for he has his ways in the whirl-
wind and the storm; which way soever God goes,

he carries a whirlwind and a stortn along with him,
for the terror of his enemies, Ps. xviii. 9, &c. And
wherever there is a whirlwind and a storm, God
has the command of it, the control of it, makes his

way through it, goes on his way in it, and serves his

own purposes by it. He spake to Job out of the
whirlwind, and even stormy wir.ds fulfil his word.
He has his way in the whirlwind, he goes on undis-

cerned, and the methods of his providence are to us
unaccountable; as it is said, His way is i?i the sea.

The clouds are the dust of his feet, he treads on
them, walks on them, raises them when he pleases.
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as a man with his feet raises a cloud of dust. It is

but by permission, or usurpation ratlicr, that the

devil is the prince of the power of the air, for that

power is in God's hand. (2. ) If we cast our eye

upon the great deeps, there we find that the sea is

his, for he made it; for when he pleases, fit- rebukes

the sea, and makes it dry, bij drying- u/i all the

rivers with wluch it is continually supplied. He
gave those proofs of his power when he divided the

Red sea and Jordan, and can do the same again

whenever he pleases. (3.) If we look round us on

this earth, we find proofs of his power, when either

by the extreme heat and drought of summer, or the

cold and frost of winter, Dashan languishes, and
Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languishes, the

choicest and strongest flower languishes. His power
is often seen in earthquakes, which shake the niomi-

tains, {v. 5.) melt the hills and melt them down,
and level them with the plains. When he pleases,

the earth is burnt at his presence by the scorching

heat of the sun, and he could burn it with fire from
heaven, as he did Sodom, and at the end of time he
will burn the world and all that dwell therein. The
eartli and all tlie works that are therein shall be
burnt up. Thus great is the Lord, and of great

flower.
2. This is particularly applied to his anger. If

God be an almighty God, we may thence infer, {-v.

6.) JVho can stand before his indignation ? The
Ninevites had once found God slow to anger, (as he
says, V. C>.) and perhaps presumed upon the mercy
they then had experience of, and thought they

might make bold with him; but they will find he is

just and jealous as well as merciful and gracious,

and, having showed the justice of his wrath, in the

next he shows the power of it, and the utter insuf-

ficiency of his enemies to contend with him. It is

in v:iin for the stoutest and strongest of sinners to

think to make their part good against the power of

God's anger. (1.) See God here, as a corisuming

fire, terril)le and mighty. Here is his indignation

against sin, and the fierceness of his anger, his fury

poured out, not like water, but like fire, like the

fire and brimstone rained on Sodom, Ps. xi. 6. Hell

is the fierceness of God's anger. Rev. xvi. 19. God's
anger is .so ^erce, that it beats down all before it;

the rocks are thrown down by him, which seemed
unmoveable. Rocks have sometimes been rent by
the eruption of subterraneous fires, which is a faint

resemblance of the fierceness of God's anger against

sinners whose hearts are rocky, for none ever har-

dened their hearts against him and prospered. (2.

)

See sinners here, as stubble before the fire, weak
and impotent, and a very unequal match for the

wrath of God. [l.J They are utterly unable to

bear ufi against it, so as to resist it, and put by the

strokes of it; ll7io can stand before his iyidigriation?

Not the proudest and most daring sinner; not the

world of the ungodly, no, not the angels that sin-

ned. [2.] They are utterly unable to bear up under
it, so as to keep up their spirits, and preserve any
enjoyment of themselves; Who can abide in the

fierceness of his anger ? As it is irresistible, so it is

intolerable. Some of the effects of God's displea-

sure in this world a man may bear up under, but
t\i<i fierceness of his anger, when it fastens imme-
diately upon the soul, who can bear it? Let us

therefore fear before him, let us stand in awe, and
not sin.

III. He is a God of infinite mercy; and in the

midst of all this wrath mercy is remembered. Let
the sinners in Zion be afraid, that go on still in their

transgressions, but let not those that trust in God,
tremble before him. For, 1. He is slow to anger,

(t'. 3. ) not easily provoked, but ready to show mer-
cy to those who have offended him, and to receive

them into favour upon their repentance, 2. When

the tokens of his rage against the wicked arc abroad,

he takes care for the safety and comfort of his own
people; {v. 7.) JVie Lord /s g-ood to those that are

good, and to them he will be a strong hold in th^

day of trouble. Note, The same almighty jjowet

that IS exerted for the terror and destruciii n of the

wicked is engaged, and shall be employed, for the

protection and satisfaction of his own people; he is

able both to save and to destroy. In the day of

public trouble, when God's judgments are in the

earth, laying all waste, he will be a Place of de-

fence to those that by faith put themselves under
his protection, those that trust in him in the way of

their duty, that li\'e a life of dependence upon him,
and devotedness to him; he knows them, he owns
them for his, he takes cognizance of their case,

knows what is best for them, and what course to

take most eifectually for their relief They are

perhaps obscure and little regarded in the world,
but the Lord knows them, Ps. i. 6.

9. What do ye imagine against the Lord?
lie will make an utter end: affliction siiall

not rise up the second time. 10. For while

ihei/ be folden together as thorns, and while

they are drunken as diunkards, they shall

be devoured as stubble fully dry. 1 \. There
is one come out of thee that imagineth evil

against the Lord, a wicked counsellor.

12. Thus saith the Lord, Though they be

quiet, and likewise many, yet thus shall

they be cut down, when he shall pass

through. Though I have afflicted thee, 1

will afflict thee no more. 1 3. For now will

I break his yoke from off thee, and will

burst thy bonds in sunder. 14. And the

Lord hath given a commandment concern-

ing thee, ihat no more of thy name be sown

:

out of the house of thy gods will I cut off

the graven image, and the molten image; 1

will make thy grave; for thou art vile. 15.

Behold upon the mountains the feet of him
that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth

peace! O Judah, keep thy solemn feasts,

perform thy vows : for the wicked shall no
more pass through thee ; he is utterly cut off.

These verses seem to point at the destruction of

the army of the Assyrians under Sennacherib,

which may well be reckoned a part of the burthen
of Nineveh, the head city of the Assyrian empire,

and a pledge of the destruction of Nineveh itself

about an hundred years after: and this was an event

which Isaiah, with whom, probably, this prophet was
contemporary, spake much of. Now observe here,

1. The great firovocaiion which the Assyrians

gave to God, the just and jealous God, for which,

though slow to anger, he would take vengeance;

{y. 11.) There is one come out of thee, and imagines
evil against the Lord—Sennacherib and his spokes-

man Rabshakeh; they framed an evil letter and an
evil speech, not only against Hezekiah and his peo-

ple, but against God himself; reflecting upon him
as level with the gods of the heathen, and unable tc

protect his worshippers, dissuading his people from
putting confidence in him, and urging them rather

to put themselves under the protection of the great

king, the king of .Assyria; they contrived to alter

the property of Jerusalem, that it should be no
longer the city of the Lord, the holy city. Th.s
one, this mighty one, so he thmks liimself, that
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comes out of Nineveh, imagining evi. against the

Lord, brings upon Nineveh this burden ; never was
the glorious Majesty of heaven and eartli more
daringly, more blasphemously affronted than by
Sennacherib at that time: he was a ivicked counsel-
lor, who counselled them to despair of God's pro-
tection, and surrender themselves to the king of As-
syria, and endeavoured to put them out of conceit
with Hezekiah's reformation; (Isa. xxxvi. 7.) with
this wicked counsellor he here expostulates, {v. 9.)
W/ial do you imagine against the Lord? What a
foolish, wicked tiling is it for you to plot against God,
as if you could outwit divine wisdom, and overpower
Omnipotence itself !" Note, There is a great deal
imagined against the Lord by the gates of hell, and
against the interests of his kingdom in the world;
but it will prove a vain tiling, Ps. ii. 1. 2. He that
sits in heaven, laughs at the imaginations of the pre-
tenders to politics against him, and will turn their

counsels headlong.
2. The great destruction which God will bring

upon them for it; not immediately upon the whole
monarchy, (the ruin of that was deferred till the
measure of their iniquity was full,) but, (1.) Upon
the army; God will make an utter end of that; it

shall be totally cut off and mined at one blow; one
fatal stroke of the destroying angel shall lay them
dead upon the spot; affliction shall not rise u/i the

second ti?ne, for it shall not need. With some sin-

ners God makes a quick despatch, does their busi-

ness at once; divine vengeance goes not by one cer-

tain rule, nor in one constant track; but, one way or
other, by acute diseases or chronical ones, by slow
deaths or lingering ones, he will rnake an utter end
of all his enemies, who persist in their imaginations
against him. We have reason to think that the
Assyrian army were mostly of the same spirit, and
spake the same language, with their general, and
now God would take them to task, though they did
but say as they were taught; and it shall appear
that they have laid themselves open to divine wrath
by their own act and deed, v. 10. [1.] They are
as thorns that entangle one another, and are folden
together; they make one another worse, and more
inveterate against God and his Israel, harden one
another's hearts, and strengthen one another's

hands, in their impiety; and therefore God will do
with them as the husbandman does with a bush of

thorns, when he cannot part them, he puts them all

into the fire together. [2.] They areas drunken men,
intoxicated with pride and rage; and such as they
shall be irrecoverably overthrown and destroyed.

They shall be as drunkards, besotted to their own
iniin, and shall stumble and fall, and make them-
selves a reproach, and be justly laughed at. [3.]
They shall be devoured as stubblefully dry, which
is irresistibly and irrecoverably consumed by the

flame. The judgments of God are as devouring fire

to those that make themselves as stubble to them.
It is again threatened concerning this great army,
(u. 12.) that though they be quiet and likewise

many, very secure, not fearing the sallies of the

besieged upon them, because they are numerous,
yet thus shall they be cut down, or certainty shall

they be cut down, as grass and corn are cut down,
with as little ado, when he shall fiass through,
even the destroying angel that is commissioned to

cut them down. Note, The security of sinners,

and their confidence in their own strength, are

r/ten presages of ruin approaching. (2.) The
destruction comes upon the king; he imagined evil

against the Lord, and shall he escape? No, (v. 14.)

"The Lord has given a commandment concerning
thee, the decree is gone forth, that thy name be no
more sown, that thy memory perish, that thou be
no more talked of as thou hast been, and that the

report of thy mighty action^ be dispersed upon the

wings of fame, and celebrated with her trumpet.'
Because Sennacherib's son reigned in his stead,

some make this to point at the overthrow of the
Assyrian empire not long after. Note, They that
imagine evil against the Lord, hasten evil upon
themselves and their own families and interests, and
ruin their, own names by dislionouring his name. It

is further threatened, [1.] That the images he
worshipped should be cut off from their temple;
t\\e. grax^eri iinage ixnd. the molten image out of the

house of his gods, which, some think, w;.s fulfilled

when Sennacherib was slain by his two sons, as he
was worsldfifiing in the house of A''isroch his god;
by which barbarous parricide we may suppose the
temple was looked upon as defiled, and was there-
fore disused, and the images cut off from it, the
worshippers of those images no longer attending
there. Or, it may be taken more generally to si)eak
the utter ruin of Assyria; the army of the enemy
shall lay all waste, and not spare even the images ot

their gods; by whicli God would intimate to them
that one of the grounds of his controversy with
them was, their idolatry. [2.] That Sennacherib's
grave shall be made there, some think in the house
of his god; there he was slain, and there he shall

be buried, for he is vile; lie lies under this perpetual
mark of disgrace, that he had so far lost his inter-

est in the natural affection of his own children, that
two of them murdered him. Or, it may be meant
of the ignominious fall of the Assyrian monarchy
itself, upon the ruins of which that of Babylon was
raised; what a noise was made about the grave ot

that once formidable state, but now despicable, is

largely described, Ezek. xxxi. 3, 11, 15, 16. Note,
Tliose that make themselves vile by scandalous sins,

God will make them vile by shameful punishments.
3. The great deliverance which God would here-

by work for his own people, and the city that was
called by his name. The ruin of the church's ene-
mies is the salvation of the church, and a very great

salvation it was, that was wrought for Jerusalem by
the overthrow of Sennacherib's army. (1.) The
siege shall hereby be raised; " J\''ow will I break
his yoke from off thee, by which thou art kept in

servitude, and will burst thy bonds in sunder, by
which thou seemest bound over to the Assyrian's

wrath." That vast victorious army, when it forced

free quarters for itself throughout all the land of

Judah, and lived at discretion there, was as yokes
and bonds upon them. Jerusalem, when it was be-

sieged, was, as it were, bound and fettered by it;

but when the destroying angel had done his work,
Jerusalem's bonds were burst asunder, and it was
set at liberty again: this was a figure of the great

salvation, by which the Jerusalem that is above is

made free, is made free indeed. (2. ) The enemy
shall be so weakene(i and dispirited, that they shall

never make any such attempt again, and the end of

this trouble shall be so well gained by the grace of

God, that there shall be no more occasion for such
a severe correction. [1.] God will not again afflict

Jerusalem, his anger is turned away, and he says,

It is enough; for he has by this fright accom/ilished

his whole work ufion mount 7Jon, (Isa. x. 12.) and
therefore, though I have afflicted thee, 1 will af-

flict thee no more; the bitter portion shall not be
refieated, unless there be need, and the patient's

case shall call for it; for God doth not afflict wil-

lingly. [2. ] The enemy shall not dare again to

attack Jerusalem; (i'. 15.) The wicked shall no
more pass through thee 3.% they have done, to lay all

waste, for he is utterly act off, and disabled to do it.

His army is cut off, liis spirit cut off, and at length

he is himself cut off. Lastly, The tidings of this

great deliverance shall be published and welcomed
with abundance of joy throughout the kingdom, i>.

15. While Sennacherib prevailed, and carried all



NAHUM, 11. 1053

before him, every day brought bad news; but now,
behold upon the mountains thefeet ofhim that bring-
eth good tidings, x\\cfeet of the evangelist; he is seen

comiiis; at a distance upon the mountains, as fast as

his feet will carry him; and how pleasant a sight is

it once more to see a messenger of peace, after we
have received so many of Job's messengers! We
find these woi-ds made use of by another prophet,
to illustvute the mercy of the deliverance of the

people of God out of Babylon; (Isa. lii. 7.) not that

the prophets stole the word one from another, (as

those did, Jer. xxiii. 30. ) but, speaking by the same
Spirit, they often used the same expressions: and it

may be of good use for ministers to testify their

consent to ni'holesome truths, (1 Tim. vi. 3.) by con-

curring in the sameforms ofsound tuords, 2 lim. i.

13. 1 hese words are also quoted by the apostle,

both from Isaiah and Nahum, and applied to the

great redemption wrought out for us by our Lord
jfesus, and the publishing of it to the world Ijy the

everlasting gospel, Rom. x. 15. Christ's ministers

are those messengers of good tidings tliat preach
fieace by Jesus Christ; how beautiful are the feet
of those messengers! How welcome their message
to those that see their misery and danger by reason
of sin! And observe. He that brings these good
tidings, brings with them a call to Judah to keep her
mlemn feasts, and perform her z'ows. During the
trouble, [1.] The ordinary feasts had been inter-

mitted. Inter arma sile/it leges— The voice of law
cannot be heard amidst the shouts of battle. While
Jerusalem was compassed with armies, they could
not go thither to worship; but now that the embargo
is taken off, they must return to the observation of
their feasts; and the feasts of the Lord will then be
doubly sweet to the people of God, when they have
been tor some time deprived of the benefit of them,
and God graciously restores them their opportuni-
ties again; for we are taught the worth of such mer-
cies by the want of them. [2.] They had made
vows to God, that if he would deliver them out of
this distress, they would do something extraordina-
ry in his sen'ice, to his honour; and now that the
deliverance is wrought, they are called upon toper-
form their vows; the promise they had then made
must now be made good, for better it is not to vow,
than to vow and ?iot to pay. And those words. The
wicked shall no more pass through thee, may be ta-

ken as a promise of the perfecting the good work of

reformation, which Hezekiah had begun; the wick-
ed shall not, as they have done, walk on every side,

but they shall be cut off. Theii the baffling of the
attempts from the wicked enemies abroad is a mer-
cy indeed to a nation, when it is accompanied with
the restraint and reformation of the wicked at home,
who are its more dangerous enemies.

CHAP. TI.

We now come closer to Nineveh, that great oily; she took
not warning by the destruction of her armies, and the
fall of her king, and therefore may expect, since she per-
sists in her enmity to God, that he will proceed in his

controversy with her. Here is foretold, I. The approach
of the enemy that should destroy Nineveh, and the ter-

ror of his military preparations, v. 1..5. II. The tak-
ing of the city, v. 6. III. The captivity of the queen,
the flight of the inhabitants, the seizing of all its wealth,
and the consternation it should be in, v. 7. .10. IV.
All this is run up to its true causes, their sinning against
God, and God's appearing against them, v. II . . 13. All
this was fulfilled when Nebuchadnezzar, in the first year
of his reign, in conjunction with Cyaxares, or Ahasue-
rus, king of the Medes, conquered Nineveh, and made
himself master of the Assyrian monarchy.

pieces IS come upHE that dasheth in
.

before thy face: keep the munition,
watch the way, make thy loins strong, for-

tify tluj power mightily. 2. For the Lord
hatli turned away the excellency of Jacob,
as the excellency of Israel : for the empticrs

have emptied them out, and marred their

vine branches. 3. The shield of his migiity

men is made red, the valiant men are in

scarlet: the chariots shall be with flaming
torches in the day of his preparation, and
the fir-trees shall be terribly shaken. 4.

The chariots shall rage in the streets, they
shall justle one against another in the broad
ways: they shall seem like torches, they
shall run like the lightnings. 5. He shall

recount his worthies : they shall stumble in

their walk; they shall make haste to the
wall thereof, and the defence shall be pre-

pared. 6. The gates of the rivers shall be
opened, and the palace shall be dissolved

7. And Huzzab shall be led away captive,

she shall be brought up,.and her maids shall

lead her as with the voice of doves, tabering
upon their breasts. 8. But Nineveh is of
old hke a pool of water; yet they shall flee

awaj'. Stand, stand, shall they cry; but
none shall look back. 9. Take ye the spoil

of silver, take the spoil of gold ; for there is

none end of the store and glory out of all the
pleasant furniture. 10. She is empty, and
void, and waste; and the heart melteth, and
the knees smite together, and much pain is

in all loins, and the faces of them all gather
blackness.

Here is,

1. jln alarm ofwar sent to A''ineveh, v. 1. The
prophet speaks of it as just at hand, for it is neither
doubtful nor far distant; "Look about thee, and
see, he that dashes in pieces is come before thyface.
Nebuchadnezzar, who is noted, and will be yet
more so, for dashing nations in pieces, begins with
thee, and will dissipate and disperse thee;" so some
render the word. Babylon is called the hammer of
the whole earth, Jer. 1. 23. The attempt of Nebu-
chadnezzar upon Nineveh is pubhc, bold, and dar-
ing; " He is come up before thy face, avowing his
design to ruin thee; and therefore stand to thine
arms, O J^Tineveh; keep the munition, secure thv
towers and magazines, watch the way, set guards
upon all the avenues to the city, make thy loins
strong, encourage thy soldiers, animate thyself and
them, fortify thy power mightily, as cities do when
an enemy is advancing against them," (this is spo-
ken ironically,) "do the utmost thou canst; yet
though shall not be able to put by the stroke of this
judgment, for there is no counsel orstrentcth ap-ainsC
the Lord."

"

2. Jl manifesto published, showing the causes of
the Avar; {v. 2.) The Lord has turned away the
excellency ofJacob, as the excellency ofIsrael, that
is, (1.) The Assyrians have been abusive to Jacob,
the two tribes, (have humbled and mortified them,)
as well as to Israel, the ten tribes; have emptied
them, and marred their vine-branches; for this, God
will reckon with them; though done long since, it

shall come into the account nbw against that king
dom, and Nineveh the head city of it; God's quar
rel with them is for the violence done to Jacob.
Or, (2.) God is now by Nebuchadnezzar abcu. f'*
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turn a-u'ay the firide of Jacob, by the captivity of

the two tribes, ;is he did the pride of Israel, by their

captivity; lie has done it, He has determined to do
it, to bring emjitiers upon them, and the enemy that

is to do it must begin with Nineveh, and reduce
that first, and humble the pride of tliat. God is

looking upon proud cities, and abasing them, even
those that were nearest to him. Samaria is hum-
bled, Jerusalem is to be humbled, and their pride
brought low; and shall not Nineveh, that proud
city, be brought down too? JCmJitiers have em/itied

the cities, and marred the vine-branches, in the
country of Jacob and Israel; and must not the ex-
cellency of Nineveh, that is so much her pride, be
turned aivay too?

3. A particular account given in of the terrors

wherein the invading enemy shall appear against Ni-
neveh; everything shall contribute to make him for-

midable. (1.) Theshieldsofhis 7nighty men are made
red, and, probably, their other arms and array; as

if they were already tinctured with the blood they
had shed, or intended hereby to signify they would
put all to the sword; they hung out a red flag, in

token that they would gi\e no quarter. (2.) The
valiant jnen are in scarlet; not only red clothes, to

intimate what bloody work they designed to make,
but rich clotlies, to intimate the wealth of the army,
and that is the sinews of war. (3.) The chariots

shall be loith Jiaming torches in the day of his pre-
fiaration; when they are making their approaches,
they shall fly as swift as lightning, tlie wheels shall

strike fire upon the stones, and those that drive

them shall drive furiously with a flaming indigna-

tion, as Jehu drove. Or, they carried Jiaming
torches with them in the open chariots, when they
make their approach in the night, as Gideon's sol-

diers carried lamps in their pitchers, to be both a

guide to themselves, and a terror to their enemies,
and with them to set all on fire, wherever they
went. (4.) The fir-trees shall be terribly shaken;
tire great men of Nineveh, that overtop their neigh-
bours, as the stately firs do the shrubs; or, the very
standing trees shall be made to shake by the violent

concussions of the earth, which tliat great army
shall cause. (5. ) The chariots of war shall be very
terrible; {v. 4.) They shall rage in the streets, that

is, those that drive them shall rage, you would think

the chariots themselves raged; they shall be so nu-
merous, and drive with so much fury, that even in

the broad ivays, where, one would think, there

should be room enough, they shall justle one ano-
the>- ; and these iron chariots shall be made so

bright, that in the beams of the sun they shall seem
lik-e torches in the night; they shall run like the

lightnings, so swiftly, so furiously. Nebuchadnez-
zar's commanders are here called his worthies, his

gallants, (so the margin reads it,) his heroes; those

he shall recount, and order them immediately and
without fail to render themselves at their respective

posts, for he is entering upon action, is resolved to

take the field immediatelv, and to open the cam-
paign with the siege of Nineveh. His worthies

shall remember, (so some read it,) they shall be

mindful of the duty of their place, and the charge
they have received, and shall thereby be made so

intent upon their business, that they shall stumble
in their walks, shall make more haste than good
speed; they stumble, but shall not fall; for they

\hall make haste to the wall thereof, shall open the

trenches; and the defence, or tbe covered way,
shall be prepared, (something to shelter them from
the darts of the besieged,) and they shall so closely

carry on the siege, and with so much vigour, that

at length the gates of the rivers shall be opened; (t'.

6.) those gates of Nineveh, which opened upon the

river Tigris, (on which Nineveh was built,) shall be
first forced by, or betrayed to, the enemy; and by

those gates they shall enter. And then the palace
shall be dissolved, either the king's house, or the
house of Nisroch his god; the same word signifies

both a palace and a temple. When the God of hea-
ven goes forth to contend with a people, neither the
palaces nor their kings, neither the temples nor their

gods, can protect and shelter them, but must all in-

evit.ibly fall with them.
4. A prediction of the consequences of this; and

it is easy to guess how dismal those will be. (1.) The
queen shall fall into the hands ot the enemy; {v. 7.)

Huzzab shall be led away ca/itive; she that was es-

tablished, (so some read it,) thonglit herself safe,

because she was concealed, and shut up in secret,

shall be rf/sfOTifrfrf, (so the margin reads it,) and
shall be led away cciptive, in greater disgrace than
that of common prisoners; she shall be brought up.

in a mock-state, and her maids of honour shall leal

her, because she is weak and faint, not able to bear
such frights and hardsliips, wliich are doubly hard
and frightful to those that have not been used to

them; they shall attend her, not to speak cheerfully
to her and to encourage her, but murmuring and
moaning themselves, as toilh the voice ofdox'cs, the
doves of the valleys, (Ezek. vii. 16.) noted for their
mourning, Isa. xxxviii. 14.—hx. 11. They shall

be tabering upon llieir breasts, beating their own
breasts in grief and vexation, as if they were drum-
ming upon them, for so the word signifies. (2. ) The
inhabitants, though numerous, shall none of them
be able to make head against the invaders, or stand
their ground; {v. 8.) AHncveh is of old like a pool

ofwater, replenished with people as a fiool with
water, (and waters signify multitudes. Rev. xvii.

15.) or as those waters with7f.s/i; it was long ago a

populous city, in Jonah's time there were 120,000
little children in it, (Jonah iv. 11.) and, ordinarily,

cities and countries are increasing in their number
every j'car; but though they have so many hands to

be employed in the public service, yet they shall

not be able to inspire one another with courage, but
they shall fiee away like cowards. Their command-
ers sliall do what they can to animate them; they
shall cry, " Stand, stand, have a good heart on it,

and we shall do well enough;" but none shall so

much as look back; they shall not have the least

spark of courage remaining, but every one shall

think it his wisest course to make his best of the
opportunity to escape; they shall not so much as

look back to see who calls for them. Note, God
can dispirit the strongest and boldest, in the day
of distress, so that they shall not be what one would
expect from them, but like a pool of water, the

water whereof is dried up and gone. (3.) The
wealth of the city shall become a prey, and all its

rich furnitures shall fall into the hands cf the victo-

rious enemy; (y. 9.) they shall thus animate and
excite one a'notlier to plunder. Take the spoil of sil-

ver, take the spoil of gold; thus the officers shall

stir up the soldiers to improve their opportunity;

here are silver and gold enough for them, for there

is no end of the stoi-e of money and plate. Nineveh,
having been of old like a pool of water, has gather-

ed a vast deal of mud; and abundance oi glory it has
out of all the pleasant furniture, all the vessels of
desire, which they have gloried in, and whicli shall

now he a prey and a pride to the conquerors. Note,
Those who prepare raiment as the clay, and heap
up silver as the dust, know not who may put nn the

raiment, and divide the silver. Job xxvii. 16, 17.

Thus this rich city is empty, and void, and waste,

V. 10. See the vanity of worldly wealth; instead

of defending its owners, it does but expose them,
and enable their enemies to do them so much the

more mischief. (4.) The soldiers and people shall

have no heart to appear for the defence of the city.

Their spirits shall 7nelt away like wax before thi'
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firt, their knees shall smite together, (as Belshaz-

zar's did in his agony, Dan. v. 6.) so that they shall

not be able to stand their ground, no, nor to make
their escape; much fiain shall be in all loins, as is

the case in extreme frights, so that they shall not

be able to hold up their backs. And the fazes of
them all shall gather blackness, like that of a pot

that is every day over the fire; so the word signifies.

Note, Guilt in the conscience will fill men with ter-

ror in an evil day, and those who place their happi-

ness in the wealth of this world, and set their hearts

upon it, think themselves undone when their silver

and their gold and their pleasant furniture are taken

from them.

11. Where is the dwelling of the lions,

and the feeding-place of the young lions,

where the lion, even the old lion, walked,

and the lion's whelp, and none made them

afraid? 12. The lion did tear in pieces

enough for liis whelps, and strangled for his

lionesses, and filled his holes with prey and

his dens with ravin. 1 3. Behold I am against

thee, saith the Lord of hosts, and 1 will

burn her chariots in the smoke, and the

sword shall devour thy young lions; and

I will cut off thy prey from the earth, and

the voice of thy messengers shall no more
be heard.

Here we have Nineveh's rain,

1. Triumjihed in by its neighbours, who now re-

member against it all the oppressions and abuse of

power it had been guilty of in its pomp and pros-

peritv; (f. 11, 12.) Jl'here is the diuelling of the

lions? It is gone, there appears no remnants, no
footsteps of it; J I here is the feeding-place of the

young lions, where they glutted themselves with

prey; The princes of Nmeveh had been as lions,

as beasts of prey; cruel tyrants are no better, nay,

in this respect much worse—that, being men, hu-
manity is expected from them; nay, if they were
indeed lions, they would not prey upon those of

their own kind; Smvis inter se convenit ursce—Fierce

bears agree together. But in the shape of men they

have the cruelty of lions: they walked in Nineveh
as a lion in the woods, and no?ie made them afraid;

every one stood in awe of them, and they were
under no apprehensions of danger from any; though
no body loved them, every body feared them, and
that was all they desired; Oderint, dum metuant—
Let them hate, so that they do but fear. The king

himself, and every prince, made it their business,

bv all the arts of violence and extortion, to enrich

himself, and raise his family; he did tear in fiieces

enough for his whel/is, (and no little would be
enough for them,) and he strangledfor his lionesses,

killed all that came near him, and seized what tliey

had for his children, for his wives and concubines,

and filled his holes with firey, and his dens ivilh

ravin, as lions are wont to do. Note, Many make
it an excuse for their rapine and injustice, that they

have wives and children to provide for, whereas
what is so got will never do them any good; they

that fear the Lord, and get what they have ho-

nestly, shall not want a competency for themselves

and theirs, verily they shall befed, when the young
lions, though dens and holes were filled nvith prey
and ravin for them, shall lack and suffer hunger,
Ps. xxxiv. 10.

2. It is avowed by the righteous Judge of heaven
and earth, it is his doing, and let all the world take

notice that it is so; {v. 13.) Behold, lam against

thee, saith the Lord of hosts. And what good can

hosts do for her in her defence, when the Lord of
hosts is against her for her destruction? The oj)-

pressors in Nineveh thought they only set their

neighbours against them, who were not a match for

them, and whom they could easily overpower; but
it pi-oved they set God against them, who is, and
will be, the Asserter of right, and the Avenger cf

wrong. God is against the princes of Nineveh, and
then, (1.) These military preparations will stand

them in no stead; / will burn her chariots in the

smoke; he does not say in the fire, but in contempt
of them, the very smoke of God's indignation shall

serve to burn their chariots; they shall be consumed
as soon as the fire of his indignation is kindled,
while as yet it docs but smoke, and not flame out.

Or, The drivers of the chariots sliall be smothered
and stifled witli the smoke; thtn the chariots oj

their glory shall be the shame of their families, Isa.

xxii. 18. (2.) Their children, tlie hopes of their

families, shall be cut oS"; Tlie sword shall devour
the young lions, whom they were so solicitous to

provide tor by oppression and extortion. Note, It

is just with God to deprive those of their children,

or (whicli is all one) of comfort in them, that take
sinful courses to enrich them, and (as has been said
of some) damn their souls to make their sons gen-
tlemen. (3. ) The wealth they have heaped up by
fraud and violence, shall neither be enjoyed by
them, nor em/i/oi/ef/ fortliem; Iwill cut off thxj prey
from the earth; not only thou shall not be the bet-

ter for it, but no one else shall. Some understand
it of the disabling of them for the future to prey
upon their neighbours. (4.) Their agents abroad
shall not have that respect from their neighbours,
and that influence upon them, which sometimes
they had had; The voice of thy messengers shall no
more be heard, no more be heeded. Which some
think refers to Rabshakeh, one of Nineveh's mes-
sengers, that had blasphemed the living God, an ini-

quity which was remembered against Nineveh long
after. Those are not worthy to be heard again that
have once spoken reproachfully of God.

CHAP. III.

This chapter goes on with the burthen of Nineveh, and
concludes it. I. The sins of that great city are charged
upon it, murder, {v. 1.) whoredom and witchcraft, {v. 4.)

and a general extent of wickedness, V. 19. II. Judgments
are here threatened against it, blood for blood, (v. 2, 3.)

and shame for shameful sins, v. 5.. 7. III. Instances
are given of the like desolations brought upon other
places for the like sins, v. 8. .11. IV. The overthrow
of all those things which they depended upon, and put
conlidence in, is foretold, v. 12 . . 19.

1. XIT^O to the bloody city! it is all full

T T of lies and robbery; the prey de-

parteth not; 2. The noise of a whip, and
the noise of the rattling of the wheels, and
of the prancing horses, and of the jumping
chariots. 3. The horseman lifteth up both

the bright sword and the glittering spear:

and there is a multitude of slain, and a great

number of carcases; and there is none end

of their corpses; they stumble upon their

corpses: 4. Because of the multitude of tiie

whoredoms of the well-favoured harlot, the

mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations

through her whoredoms,and families through

her witchcrafts. 5. Behold, I ajn against

thee, saith the Lord of hosts; and I will

discover thy skirts upon thy face, and 1 will

shew the nations thy nakedness, and the
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kingdoms thy shame. 6. And I will cast

abominable filth upon thee, and make thee

vile, and will set thee as a gazing-stock. 7.

And it shall come to pass, that all they

that look upon thee shall flee from thee,

and say, Nineveh is laid waste: who will

bemoan her? whence shall I seek comfort-

ers for thee ?

Here is,

I. Nineveh arraigned and indicted; it is a high
charpf '.hat is here drawn up against that great

city, and neither her numbers nor her grandeur
shall secure her from prosecution. 1. It is a city

of blood, in wliich a great deal of innocent blood is

shed, either by unrighteous war, or under coloui-

and pretence of l>ublic justice, or by suffering bar-

barous murders to go unpunished; for this the righ-

teous God will make inquisition. 2. It is all full of
lies, truth is banished from among them, there is no
sucli thing as honesty, one knows not whom to be-

lieve, nor whom to trust. 3. It is all full of rob-

bery and rapine; no man cares what mischief he
does, nor to whom he does it; The jirey defiarts not,

they never know when they Iiave got enough by
spoil and oppression. They shed blood, and told

lies, in pursuit of the Jirey, that they might enrich

themselves. 4. There is a multitude ofwhoredoms
in it, that is, idolatries, spiritual whoredoms, by
which she defiled herself, and to which she seduced
the neighbouring nations, as a ivell-favoured harlot,

and sold, and ruined nations through her whore-
doms. 5. She is a mistress of witchcrafts, and by
them she sells families, v. 4. That which Nine-
veh aimed at was, a universal monarchy, to be the

metropolis of the world, and to have all her neigh-

bours under her feet; to compass this, she used not

only arms, but arts, compeUing some, but deluding
others, into subjection to her, and wheedling them
as a harlot by her charms, to lay their necks under
her yoke, suggesting to them that it would be for

their advantage; she courted them to join with her
in her idolatrous rites, to tie them tlie faster to her
interests; and made use of her wealth, power, and
greatness, to draw people into alliances with her,

by which she gained advantages over them, and
made a hand of them. These were the whoredoms,
like those of Tyre, Isa. xxiii. 15, 17. These were
her witchcrafts, with which she unaccountably
gained dominion. And for this, it is that God has a

quarrel with her, who, having made of one blood all

nations of men, never designed one to be a nation

of tyrants, and another of slaves, and who claims
it as his prerogative to be universal Monarch.

II. Nineveh condemned to ruin, upon this indict-

ment. Wo to this bloody city ! v. 1. See what this

wo is,

1. Nineveh had with her cruelties been a terror

and destruction to others, and therefore destruction

and terror shall be brought upon her. Those that

are for overthrowing all that come in their way,
will, sooner or later, meet with their match. (1.^

Hear the alarm with which Nineveh shall be ter-

rified, V. 2. It is a formidable army that advances
against it, you may hear tliem at a distance, the

noise of the wlii/i, driving the chariot-horses with
fury; you may hear the noise of the rattling of the

wheels, the prancing of the horses, and the jump-
ing chariots; the very noise is frightful, but much
more so when they know that all this force is com-
ing with all this speed against them, and they are

not able to make head against it. (2.) See the

slaughter with which Nineveh shall be laid waste,

{y. 3.) the sword drawn, with which execution

thall be done, the bright sword lifted up, and the

glittering spear, the dazzling brightness of which
IS very terrible to those whom they are lifted ap
against. See what havock these make, when they
are commissioned to slay; There is a great num-
ber of carcases, for the slain of the land shall be
many, there is no end of their corpses, there is such
a multitude of slain, that it is vain to go about to

take the number of them, they lie so thick, that
passengers are ready to stumble upon their corpses

at every step. The destruction of Sennacherib's
army, which, in the morning, v/ere all dead corpses,

is perhaps looked upon here as a figure of th(' like

destruction that should afterwards be in Nineveh;
for they that will not take warning by judgments at

a distance, shall have them come nearer.

2. Nineveh had with her ivhoredoms and witch-

crafts drawn others to shameful wickedness, and
therefore God will load her wivh shame and con-

tempt; {y. 5.—7.) The Lord ofhosts \s against her,

and then she shall be exposed to the highest degree
of disgrace and ignominy, shall not only lose all her
charms, but shall be made to appear very odious.

When it shall be seen that while she courted her
neighbours, it was with design to ruin their liberty

and property, when all her wicked artifices shall

be brought to light, then her shame is discovered to

the nations. When her proud pretensions arc baf-

fled, and her vain towering hopes of an absolute

and universal doniinion brought to nought, and she
appears not to ha\e been' so strrng and considerable

as she would have been thought to be, then to see

the nakedness of thy land do they come, and it ap-
pears ridiculous. Then do they cast abominable
filth upon her, as upon a carted strumpet, and
make her vile as the offscouring (f all things; that

great city, which all the nations had made court to,

and coveted an alliance with, is become a gazing-
stock, a laughing-stock. Thev that formerly looked
upon her, and fled to her, in hopes of protection

from her, now look upon her, and flee from her,

for fear of being ruined by her. Note, Those that

abuse their honour and interest, will justly be dis-

graced and abandoned, and, because miserable, will

be made contemptible, and thereby be made more
miserable. When Nineveh is laid waste, who will

bemoan her? Her trouble will be so great, and
her sense of it so deep, as not to admit of relief

from sympathy, or any comforting considerations;

or, if it would, none shall do any such good office;

IVhence shall I seek comforters for thee? Note,
Those that showed no pity in the day of their power,
can expect to find no pity in the day of their fall.

When those about Nineveh, that had been deceived

by her wiles, come to be undeceived in her ruin,

every one shall insult over her, and none bemoan
her. This was Nineveh's fate, when she was made
a spectacle or gazing-stock. Note, The greater

men's show was in the day of their abused prosperi-

ty, the greater will their shame be in the day
of their deserved destruction. I will make thee an
example; so Drusius reads it. Note, When proud
sinners are humbled and brought down, it is de-

signed that ctliers should take example by them
not to lift up themselves in security and insolence,

when they prosper in the world.

8. Art thou better tlian populous No, that

was situate among the rivers, that had the

waters round about it, whose rauiijart ii^as

the sea, and her wall tvas from tiie sea? 9.

Ethiopia and Egypt icere her strength, and

it was infinite; Put and Lubim ivere thy

helpers. 1 0. Yet iDns she carrier! away, she

went into captivity: lier young children also

were dashed in pieces at the top of all the
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streets; and they cast lots for her honoura-

ble men, and all her great men were Ijound

in chains. 11. Thou also shalt be drunken:

thou shalt be hid, thou also shalt seek

strength because of the enemy. 12. All

thy strong holds shall be like tig-trees witli

the tirst-ripe figs: if they be shaken, they

shall even lall into tlie mouth of the eater.

13. Beliold, thy people in the midst of thee

are women: the gates of thy land shall be

set wide open unto thine enemies: tlie fire

shall tlevour thy bars. 1 4. Draw thee wa-
ters for tlie siege, fortify thy strong holds: go

into clay, and tread tlie mortar, make strong

tlie brick-kiln. 15. There shall the fire de-

vour thee ; the sword shall cut thee oflf; it

shall eat thee up like the canker-worm:
make thyself many as the canker-worm,

make thyself many as the locusts. ' 16.

Thou hast multiplied thy merchants above

the stars of heaven: the canker-worm spoil-

eth, and fleeth away. 17. Thy crowned
are as the locusts, and thy captains as the

gi'eat grasshoppers, which camp in the

hedges in the cold day; but when the siui

ariseth they flee away, and their place is not

known where they are. 18. Thy shepherds

slumber, O king of Assyria; thy nobles shall

dwell in the dust: thy people is scattered

upon the mountains, and no man gathereth

them. 19. 77;f7T /s no healing of tiiy bruise;

thy wound is grievous : all that hear the

bruit of thee shall clap tiie hands over thee:

for upon whom hath not thy wickedness
passed continually?

Nineveli has been told that God is against her, and
then none can be for her, to stand her in any stead;

yet she sets God himself at defiance, and his power
and justice, and says, / shall have peace. Threat-
ened folks live long; therefore here the prophet
largely shows how vain her confidences would prove,
and insufficient to ward off the judgment of God.
To convince them of this,

1. He slinws them that other places, which had
been as strong and as secur<' as they, could not keep
their gi-ound against the judgments of God. Nine-
veil shall fall unpitied and uncomforted, (for miser-

able comforters will they prox^e, who speak peace to

those on whom God will fasten trouble,) and she

shall not be able to help herself; .4rt thou better

than twludous Ko? -v. 8. He takes them off from
their vain confidences by quoting precedents. The
city mentioned is .Vo, a great city in the land of

Egypt; (Jer. xlvi. 25.) No-Ammon, so some read it,

both there and here. We read of it, Ezek. xxx.
14.—16. Some think it was DioHfialis, others Alex-
andria. As God said to Jerusalem, Go, see what
I did to Shi/oh, (Jer. vii. 12.) so to Nineveh that

great city, Go, see luhat I did to pofiitlous .No.

Note, It will lielp to keep us in a holy fear of the

judgments of God, to consider that we are not bel-

ter than those that have fallen under those judg-
ments before us. We deserx'e them as much, and ai'e

as little able to grapple with them. This also should

help to reconcile us to afflictions. Are we better

than such and such, who were in like manner exer-

V(JL. IV.—6 S

cised? Nay, were not they better than we, and less

likely to be afflicted? Now concerning No, observe,

1. How firm her standing seemed to be, x'. 8.

Slie was fortified both l)y nature and art, was
situate among the rivers. Nile, in several branches,
not only watered her fields, but guarded her wall;

her ramjiart nvas the sea, tlie lake of Mareotis, an
Egyptian sea, like the seaof Tiberi is; her ivallwas

from the sea, it was fenced with a w ill which was
thought to make the place impregnable; it was
also supijorted by its interests and alliances abroad,

XK 9. Ethiopia, of Arabia, Wd^ her strength, eithei

by the wealth brouglit to lier in a way of trade, or

by the auxiliary f>rces furnished for military

service; the whole country of Eg)pt also contn-
buted to the strength of tins populous citv; so that

it was infinite, and there was no end of it; (so it

might be rendered;) she set no bounds to her am-
bition, and knew no end of her wealth .;nd strength;

people flocked to her endlessly, and she thrught
there never would be any end of it; but it is Gcid's

prerogative to be infinite. Put a?id Lubim were
thy helfiers, two neighbouring cnuntries of Africa,

Mauritania, and Libya, this is, Libya Cyrenica, a

country that Egyjit had much depentlence upon.
No, thus helped, seemed to sit as a cjuectt, and was
not likely to see any sorrow. But,

2. See' how /a/a/ her /a// proved to be; (x'. 10.)

Yet was she carried away, and her strength failed

her; even slie that was so strong, so secure yet went
into captivity. This refers to some destruction of

that city, which was then well known, and, proba-

bly, fi-esh in memory, though not recoi'ded in his-

torv; for the destruction of it by Nebuchadnezzar,
(if we .should understand this prophetically,) could

not be made an example to Nineveh; for the re-

ducing of Nineveh was one cf the first of his vic-

tories, and that of Egypt one of the last. The
strength and grandeur of tliat great city could not

be its protection from militarv execution; (l.)Not
from tiiat which was most barbarous; for her young
children had no compassion showed them, but were
dashed in pieces at the top of all the streets by the

merciless conquerors. (2.) Not from that wliich

was most inglorious and disgraceful; they cast lots

for her honourable men that were made prisoners

of war, who should have tliem for theii' slaves. So
many had they of them, that they knew not what
to do with them, but they made sport with throw-
ing dice for them; all her great men, that used to

be adorned on state-days with chains of gold, were
now bound in chains of iron; they were pi?iio?ied or

handcuffed, (so the word properly signifies,) not

only as slaves, but as condemned malefactors.
What a mortification was this to populous A'o, to

have her honourable tnen andgreat men, that were
her pride and confidence, thus abused! Now hence
he infers against Nineveh, {v. 11.) "Thou also

shalt be intoxicated, infatuated, thou also shalt reel

and stagger; as drunk with the cup of the Lord's
fury, that shall be put into thy hand; (See Jer. xxv.
1", 27.) " Thou shalt fall and rise no more. The
cup shall go round, and come to thy turn, O Nine-
veh, to drink of at last, and shall be to thee as the
waters ofjealousy."

n. He shows them that all those things which
they reposed a confidence in, should fail them.

1. Did the men of Nineveh trust to their own
magnanimity and bravery.' Their hearts should
sink and fail them; They shall be hid, shall abscond
iov shame, beingin disgrace; abscond forfear, being
in distress and danger, and not able to fjce the ene-
mies; because of whose strength and terror, having
no strength of their own, they shall seek strength,

j

shall come sneaking to their nei.ghbours, to beg their

I

assistance in a time of need. Thus God can cut off
I
thesfiirit of princes, and take away their heart.
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2. Did they dcpeiul upon tlu-ir bamcr, the g.iV-

rhoi\ii -dud slroiig holds th^v hid, which were regu-

Idi-lv fortitied, uiul l)r.i\ely nviiiiiLd? Thiise shall

prove but paper svalls, and like the Jirst-rifie ^gs,
which, if you give the tree but a little shake, will

fall into the mouth of the fa^cr that gapes for them;
so easily will their strong holds be made to surren-

der to the advancing enemy, upon the first sum-
mons, I'. 12. Note, Strong holds, even the strongest,

are no fence against the judgments of God, when
they come with commission. The rich man's wealth

is his strong city, and a high wall, but only in his

oivn conceit, Prov. xviii. 10. They are supposed
to make Ihcir strong holds as strong as possible, and
are challenged to do their utmost to make them
tenable, and serviceable to them against the inva-

der; {v. 14.) Draiu the tvater for the siege, Vdy \n

great quantities of water, that that whicli is so ne-

cessary to the support of human life, may not be
wanting; it is put here for all manner of provision,

with which Nineveh is ironically bid to furnish her-

self, in expectation of a siege. "Take ever so

much care that thou mayest not be starved out, and
forced by famine to surrender, yet that shall not

a.\'di\; fortify the strong holds, by adding out-works
to them, or putting men and arms into them, as

with us bv planting cannon upon them ; go into clay,

and tread the mortar, and make strong the brick-

kiln, take all tlie pains thou canst in erecting new
fortifications, but it shall be all in vain, fur (i'. 15.)

there shall even the Jire devour thee, if the strong

hold be burnt, or the stvord cut thee off, if it be
taken by storm." It is h\Jire and sTOorrf that in

time of war the great devastations are made.
o. Did tlicy put confidence in tlie multitude of

their inhabitants.'' Were their numl)er and valour

reckoned their strongest walls and fortifications.''

Alas! these shall stand them in no stead, they shall

but sink the sooner under the weight of their own
numbers; {v. 13.) Thy fieofile in the midst of thee

are women; they have no conduct, no courage, they
shall be fickle, feeble, and faint-hearted, as women
commonly are in such times of danger and distress;

they sliall be at their wits' end, adding to their

griefs and fears by the power of their own imagina-
tion, and utterly unable to do any thing for them-
selves; the valiant men shall become cowards. O
veri Phrygim, neque enim Phryges—Phrygian
dames, not Phrygian men. Though they make
themselves many, {v. 15. ) as the canker-worm and
as the locust, that come in vast swarms, though
thou hast multiplied thy merchants above the stars

of heaven, though thy excliange be thronged with
wealthy traders, who having so much money to

stand up in defence of, and so much to lay out in the
means of their defence, should, one would think,

give the enemy a warm reception; yet their hearts

shall fail them too; though they be numerous as

caterpillars, yet the Jire and sword shall eat them
up easily and irresistibly as the canker-worm, v.

15. They are as 7iuinerous as those wasting insects,

but their enemies shall be mischievous like them.
He adds, (xi. 16. ) The canker-worm spoils, or
spreads herself, and Jlies away. Both the mer-
chants and the enemies were compared to canker-
worms. The enemies shall spoil Nineveh, and
carry away the spoil, without opposition, or any
hope of recovering it. Or, The rich merchants
who have come from abroad to settle in Nineveh,
and have raised vast estates there, out of which it

was hoped they would contribute largely for the
defence of the city, when they see the country in-

vaded, and the city likely to be besieged, will send
away their effects, and remove themselves to some
other place, \v\l\ spread their wings, a.m\ fly away
where they may be safe, and Nineveh shall be
never the better for them. Note, It is rare to find

even those that have shared with us in out jovs,

willing to share with us in our griefs too. 1 he
canker-worms will continue upon the field while
tliere is any thing to be had, but they are gone when
all is gone. Those that men have got by, they do
not care to lose by. Nineveh's merchants bid her
farewell in her distress. Riches themselves are as
the canker-worms, wh.ich on a sudden fly away aa
the eagle toward heaven, Prov. xxiii. 5.

4. Did they put a confidence in the strength of
their gates and bars? What fence will those be
against the force of the judgments of God? v. 13.

The gates of thy land shall be set wide open unto
thine enemies, the gates of thy rivers, {ch. ii. 6.) the
flood-gates, or the passes and avenues, by which
tlie enemy would make his entrance into the coun
try; or the gates of the cities; these, though ever so

strong and well guarded, shall not answer their

end; the Jire shall devour thy bars, the bars of thy
gates, and then they shall fly open.

5. Did they put a confidence in their king and
princes.'' They should do them no service; (x'. 17.)
Thy crowned are as the locusts; those that had pomp
and power, as crowned heads, were enfeebled, and
had no power to make resistance, when the enemy
came in like a flood. Thy captains, that should lead
thy forces into the field, are great indeed, and look
great, but they are as the great grasshoppers, the
maximum quod sic—the largest specimens of that
species; still they are but grasshoppers, worthless
things, that can do no service. They camp in the

hedges in the cold day, the cold weather; but when
the sun rises, they flee away, and are gone nobody
knows whither. So these mercenary soldiers that
lay slumbering about Nineveh, when trouble arises,

flee away, and shift for their own sakty; the hireling

Jlees, because he is a hireling. The king of jis-

syria is told, and it is a shame he needs to be told

it, (who might observe it himself,) that his shep-
herds slumber; they have no life or spii-it to appear
for the flock, and are very remiss in the discharge
of tlie duty of their place, and the tnist reposed in

them; Thy nobles shall dwell in the dust, and be
buried in silence.

6. Did they hope that they should yet recover
themselves, and rally again.' In this also they should
be dis.ippointed; for when the shepherds are smit-
ten, the sheep are scattered, the people are dis-

persed upon the mountains, and no man gathers
them, nor will they ever come together of them-
selves, but will wander endlessly, as scattered sheep
do. The judgment they are under is as a wound,
and it is incurable; there is no relief for it, no heal-

ing^ of thy bruise, no possibility that the wound,
which is so grievous and painful to thee, should be
so much as skinned over; thy case is desperate,

(zK 19.) and thy neighbours, instead of lending a
hand to help thee, shall clap their harids over thee,

and triumph in thy fall; and the reason is, because
thou hast been one way or other injurious to them
all; " Upon whom has not thy wickedness passed
continually ? Thou hast been always doing mis-
chief to those about thee, there is none of them but
what thou hast abused and insulted; and therefore

they shall be so far from pitying thee, that they
shall be glad to sec thee reckoned with. " Note,
Those that have been abusive to their neighbours,

will, one time or another, find it come to them ; they

are but preparing enemies to themselves against

their day comes to fall; and these that dare not lay

hands on them themselves, will clap their hands
over them, and ujiliraid them with their former
wickedness, for which they are now well enough
served, and paid in their own coin. The troubler)

shall be troubled, will be the burthen of many, as

here, the burthen ofNineveh.
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