




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Commentary on the Whole Bible Volume IV (Isaiah to Malachi) Matthew Henry

fruits of the curse, Gen. iii. 18. The raising of pleasant trees in theroom of them signifiesthe
removal of the curse of the law and the introduction of gospel blessings.The church's enemies
were as thorns and briers; but, instead of them, God will raise up friends tobe her protection and
ornament. Or it may denote the world's growing better; instead of agenerationof thorns and briers,
there shall come up ageneration of fir-trees and myrtles; the children shall bewiser and better than
the parents. And, fourthly, in all this God shall be glorified. It shall be to himfor a name, by
which he will be made known and praised, and by it the people of God shall beencouraged. It
shall be for an everlasting sign of God's favour to them, assuring them that, thoughit may for a
time be clouded, it shall never be cut off. The covenant of grace is an everlastingcovenant; for
the present blessings of it are signs of everlasting ones.

| SA T AH.

CHAP. LVI.

After the exceedingly great and precious promises of gospel grace, typified by temporal
deliverances, which we had in the foregoing chapter, we have here, I. A solemn charge given to us
al to make conscience of our duty, as we hope to have the benefit of those promises, ver. 1, 2. 11.
Great encouragement given to strangersthat were willing to come under the bonds of the covenant,
assuring them of the blessings of the covenant, ver. 3-8. 111. A high charge drawn up against the
watchmen of Israel, that were careless and unfaithful in the discharge of their duty (ver. 9-12),
which seems to be the beginning of a new sermon, by way of reproof and threatening, which is
continued in the following chapters. And the word of God was intended for conviction, aswell as
for comfort and instruction in righteousness.

Evangelical Promises; Exhortationsto Duty. (b. c. 706.)

1 Thussaith theLord, Keep yejudgment, and do justice: for my salvation isnear to come,
and my righteousnessto berevealed. 2 Blessed isthe man that doeth this, and the son of man
that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth hishand from
doing any evil.

The scope of these versesis to show that when God is coming towards usin away of mercy
we must go forth to meet him in away of duty.

|. God here tells us what are his intentions of mercy to us (v. 1): My salvation is near to
come—the great salvation wrought out by Jesus Christ (for that was the salvation of which the
prophets enquired and searched diligently, 1 Pet. i. 10), typified by the salvation of the Jews from
Sennacherib or out of Babylon. Observe, 1. The gospel salvation is the salvation of the Lord. It
was contrived and brought about by him; he glories in it as his. 2. In that salvation God's
righteousness is revealed, which is so much the beauty of the gospel that St. Paul makes this the
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ground of his glorying in it. (Rom. i. 17), because therein is the righteousness of God revealed
fromfaith to faith. Thelaw revealed that righteousness of God by which all sinners stand condemned,
but the gospel revealsthat by which all believers stand acquitted. 3. The Old-Testament saints saw
this salvation coming, and drawing near to them, long before it came; and they had notice by the
prophets of itsapproach. As Daniel understood by Jeremiah's booksthe approach of the redemption
out of Babylon, at the end of seventy years, so others understood by Daniel's books the approach
of our redemption by Christ at the end of seventy weeks of years.

I1. Hetellsus what are his expectations of duty from us, in consideration thereof. Say not, "We
see the salvation near, and therefore we may live aswellist, for thereis no danger now of missing
it or coming short of it;" that is turning the grace of God into wantonness. But, on the contrary,
when the salvation is near double your guard against sin. Note, The fuller assurances God gives us
of the performance of his promises the stronger obligations he lays us under to obedience. The
salvation here spoken of has now come; yet, there being still afurther salvation in view, the apostle
presses duty upon us Christians with the same argument. Rom. iii. 11, Now is our salvation nearer
than when we believed. That which is here required to qualify and prepare us for the approaching
salvation is,

1. That we be honest and just in al our dealings. Keep you judgment and do justice. Walk by
rule, and make conscience of what you say and do, that you do no wrong to any. Render to all their
dues exactly, and, in exacting what is due to you, keep up a court of equity in your own bosom, to
moderate the rigours of the law. Be ruled by that golden rule, "Do as you would be done by."
Magistrates must administer justice wisely and faithfully. Thisisrequired to evidence the sincerity
of our faith and repentance, and to open the way of mercy. Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand. God istrueto us; let us be so to one another.

2. That we religiously observe the sabbath day, v. 2. We are not just if werob God of histime.
Sabbath-sanctification is here put for al the duties of the first table, the fruits of our love to God,
as justice and judgment are put for al those of the second table, the fruits of our love to our
neighbour. Observe, (1.) The duty required, which is to keep the sabbath, to keep it as atalent we
are to trade with, as atreasure we are entrusted with. "Keep it holy; keep it safe; keep it with care
and caution; keep it from polluting it. Allow neither yourselves nor others either to violate the holy
rest or omit the holy work of that day." If this be intended primarily for the Jewsin Babylon, it was
fit that they should be particularly put in mind of this, because when, by reason of their distance
from thetemple, they could not observe the other institutions of their law, yet they might distinguish
themselves from the heathen by putting adifference between God's day and other days. But it being
required more generally of man, and the son of man, it intimates that sabbath-sanctification should
be a duty in gospel times, when the bounds of the church should be enlarged and other rites and
ceremonies abolished. Observe, Those that would keep the sabbath from polluting it must put on
resolution, must not only do this, but lay hold on it, for sabbath time is precious, but is very apt to
dip away if we take not great care; and therefore we must lay hold on it and keep our hold, must
doit and persevereinit. (2.) The encouragement we have to do this duty: Blessed is he that doeth
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it. Theway to have the blessing of God upon our employments all the week isto make conscience,
and make a business, of sabbath-sanctification; and in doing so we shall be the better qualified to
do judgment and justice. The more godliness the more honesty, 1 Tim. ii. 2.

3. That we have nothing to do with sin: Blessed isthe man that keeps his hand from doing evil,
any wrong to his neighbour, in body, goods, or good name—or, more generally, any thing that is
displeasing to God and hurtful to his own soul. Note, The best evidence of our having kept the
sabbath well will be a care to keep a good conscience all the week. By this it will appear that we
have been in the mount with God if our faces shinein aholy conversation before men.

Encouragement to the Sincere; Encouragement to the Gentiles. (b. c. 706.)

3 Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the Lord, speak, saying,
The Lord hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, |
amadrytree. 4For thussaiththeL ord untotheeunuchsthat keep my sabbaths, and choose
thethingsthat please me, and take hold of my covenant; 5Even untothem will | givein mine
house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters: | will
givethem an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off. 6 Also the sons of the stranger, that
join themselvestotheL ord, to servehim, and to lovethenameof the L ord, to be hisservants,
every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant; 7
Even them will | bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer:
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house
shall becalled a house of prayer for all people. 8 TheLord God which gathereth the outcasts
of Israel saith, Yet will | gather othersto him, besidethosethat are gathered unto him.

The prophet is here, in God's name, encouraging those that were hearty in joining themselves
to God and yet laboured under great discouragements. 1. Some were discouraged because they
were not of the seed of Abraham. They had joined themselves to the Lord, and bound their souls
with a bond to be hisfor ever (thisis the root and life of religion, to break off from the world and
the flesh, and devote ourselves entirely to the service and honour of God); but they questioned
whether God would accept them, because they were of the sons of the stranger, v. 3. They were
Gentiles, strangers to the commonwealth of Israel and aliens from the covenants of promise, and
therefore feared they had no part nor lot in the matter. They said, "The Lord has utterly separated
me from his people, and will not own me as one of them, nor admit me to their privileges." It was
often said that there should be one law for the stranger and for himthat wasborn in theland (Exod.
xii. 49), and yet they came to this melancholy conclusion. Note, Unbelief often suggests things to
the discouragement of good peoplewhich aredirectly contrary to what God himself has said, things
which he has expressly guarded against. Let not the sons of the stranger therefore say thus, for they
have no reason to say it. Note, Ministers must have answers ready for the disquieting fears and
jealousies of weak Christians, which, how unreasonable soever, they must take notice of. 2. Others
were discouraged because they were not fathersin Israel. The eunuch said, Behold, | amadry tree.
So helooked upon himself, and it was his grief; so otherslooked upon him, and it was hisreproach.
He was thought to be of no use because he had no children, nor was ever likely to have any. This
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was then the more grievous because eunuchs were not admitted to be priests (Lev. xxi. 20), nor to
enter into the congregation (Deut. xxiii. 1), and because the promise of a numerous posterity was
the particular blessing of Isragl and the more valuable because from among them the Messiah was
to come. Yet God would not have the eunuchs to make the worst of their case, nor to think that
they should be excluded from the gospel church, and from being spiritual priests, because they
were shut out from the congregation of Israel and the Levitical priesthood; no, as the taking down
of the partition wall, contained in ordinances, admitted the Gentiles, so it let in likewise those that
had been kept out by ceremonial pollutions. Y et, by the reply here given to this suggestion, it should
seem the chief thing which the eunuch lamentsin his case is his being written childless,

Now suitable encouragements are given to each of these.

|. To those who have no children of their own, who, though they had the honour to be the
children of the church and the covenant themselves, yet had none to whom they might transmit that
honour, none to receive the sign of circumcision and the privileges secured by that sign. Now
observe,

1. What a good character they have, though they lie under this ignominy and affliction; and
those only are entitled to the following comforts who in some measure answer to these characters.
(1.) They keep God's sabbaths as he has appointed them to be kept. In the primitive times, if a
Christian were asked, "Hast thou kept holy the Lord's day?' He would readily answer, "I am a
Christian, and dare not do otherwise." (2.) In their whole conversation they choose those things
that please God. They do that which is good; they do it with a sincere design to please God in it;
they do it of choice, and with delight. If sometimes, through infirmity, they come short in doing
that which pleases God, yet they choose it, they endeavour after it, and aim at it. Note, Whatever
is God's pleasure should without dispute be our choice. (3.) They take hold of his covenant, and
that isathing that pleases God as much as any thing. The covenant of graceis proposed and proffered
to usin the gospel; to take hold of it isto consent to it, to accept the offer and come up to the terms,
deliberately and sincerely to take God to be to us a God and to give up ourselves to him to be to
him a people. Taking hold of the covenant denotes an entire and resolute consent to it, taking hold
as those that are afraid of coming short, catching at it as a good bargain, and as those that are
resolved never to let it go, for it is our life: and we take hold of it as a criminal took hold of the
horns of the atar to which he fled for refuge.

2. What a great deal of comfort they may have if they answer to this character, though they
are not built up into families (v. 5): Unto themwill | give a better place and name. It is supposed
that there is a place and a name, which we have from sons and daughters, that is valuable and
desirable. It is a pleasing notion we have that we live in our children when we are dead. But there
is a better place, and a better name, which those have that are in covenant with God, and it is
sufficient to counterbal ance the want of the former. A place and a name denote rest and reputation;
aplaceto live comfortably in themselves, and anameto live creditably with among their neighbours;
they shall be happy, and may be easy both at home and abroad. Though they have not children to
bethe music of their house, or arrowsin their quiver, to keep them in countenance when they speak
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with their enemies in the gate, yet they shall have a place and a name more than equivalent. For,
(1.) God will giveit tothem, will giveit to them by promise; hewill himself be both their habitation
and their glory, their place and their name. (2.) He will give it to them in his house, and within his
walls; there they shall have a place, shall be planted so asto take root (Ps. xcii. 13), shall dwell all
the days of their life, Ps. xxvii. 4. They shall be at home in communion with God, as Anna, that
departed not from the temple night nor day. There they shall have a name. A name for the good
things with God and
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