
AN

EXPOSITION,

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS

OF THE PROPHEQY OF

AMOS.

Though this prophet appeared a little before Isaiah, yet he was not, as some have mistaken, that Amos,
who was the father of Isaiah, (Isa. i. 1. ) for in the Hebrew their names are very different; their families

too were of a different character; for Isaiah was a courtier, Amos a country farmer. Amos signifies, a
burthen, whence the Jews have a tradition, that he was of a slow tongue, and spake with stammering
lips; we may rather, in allusion to his name, say, that his speech was iveighty, and his word the burlhen

of the Lord. He was (as most think) of judah, yet prophesied chiefly against Israel, and at Bethel,
ch. vii. 13. Some think his style savours of his extraction, and is more plain and rustic than that of

some of the other prophets; ! do not see it so, but it is plain that his matter agreed with that of his

contemporary, Hosea, that out of the mouth of thene t'-.uo witnesses the luord might he established. It

appears by his contest witli Amaziah the priest of Bethel, that he met with opposition in his work; but
was a man of undaunted resolution in it, faithful and bold in reproving sin, and denouncing the judg-
ments of God for it, and pressing in his exhortations to repentance and reformation. He begins with
threatenings against the neiglibouring nations that were enemies to Israel, ch. i. and ii. He then calls

Israel to account; and judges them fur their idolatry, their unworthy walking under the favours God
had bestowed upon them, and their incorrigibleness under his judgments, ch. iii. and iv. He calls them
to repentance, {ch. \. ) rejecting their hypocritical sacrifices, unless they did repent. He foretells the
desolations that were coming upon them, notwithstanding their security, {ch. vi.) some particular judg-
ments, {ch. vii.) particularly on Amaziah; and after other reproofs and threatenings, {ch. viii. and ix.)

concludes with a promise of the setting up of the Messiah's kingdom, and the happiness of God's
spiritual Israel therein; just as the propliecy of Joel concluded. These prophets, having opened the •

wound in their reproofs and threatenings, which show all wrong, in the promises of gospel-grace open
the remedy, which alone will .i-et all to rights.

AMOS, I

CHAP. I.

In this chapter, we h,ivc, 1. The general title of this pro-

phecy, V. I. with the general scope ofit, v. 2. II. Uod's
fiarticular controversy with Syria, (v. 3.. 5.) wilh Pa-
estine, {v. 6.. 8.) with Tyre, (v. 9, 10.) with Edom, (v.

11, 12.) and with Ammon, (v. 13.. 15.) for their cruelty
to his people, and the many injuries they had done Ihem.
This explains God's pleading with the nations, Joel iii. 2.

, 1 . 'THHE words of Amos, who was among
A the lieidmen of Tekoa, which he

saw concerning Israel in tlie da3's of Uz-
ziah king of Jndah, and in the days of Jero-

hoam the son of Joash king of Israel, two
years before the earthquake. 2. And he
said. The Lord will roar from Zion, and

1 utter his voice from Jerusalem ; and the

habitations of the shepherds shall mourn,
and the top of Carmel shall wither.

Here is, .

1. The general character of this prophecj'. It is,

the words which the prophet saw. Are words to be
seen? Yes, God's words are; the apostles speak of
the nvord of life, which they had not only heard, but
which they had seen with their eyes, which they had
looked ufion, and which their hands had handled;
(1 John i. 1.) such a real, substantial thing is the
word of God. The prophet saw these words, (1.)
They were revealed to him in a vision, as John is

said to see the -voice that spake to him; Rev. i. 12.

(2. ) That which was foretold by them, was to him
as certain as if he had seen it with his bodily eyes
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It in imatcs how strong he was in that faith which
is liiL exndence oj llthigs not seen.

'2. I'liL' person by wliuiii tliis prophecy was sent;

Am. IS, ivliii was among the lierdinen of Tekoa, and
Was oii(j of thuin. Some think he was a rieh dealer
in c.ittie; the wurd is used concerning the king of

Miub; ^'2 Ivuigs iii. 4.) He was a sheefi-master; it

^s prob-cble Chat he got money by that business, and
yet ue must quit it, to follow God as a prophet.
Othei's tlimk he Was d floor kee/ier of cattle, for we
fiiid, [c/i. vii. 14, 15. ) that lie was witlial d gatherer oj'

tii;/(/ yi^''«, a poor empluymewt, by whicli we may
suppose ae could but just get his bread, and that

Gild took him, as he did Da\id, irom following the

Jlock, and Ehsha (vom following the [tlough. Many
were trained up fur great employments, in the quiet,

innocent contemplative business ufi7jf/i/jf/-rfs. When
God wiiLild send a propliet to reprove and warn his

people, he enqiloyed Ashejiherd, a herdsman, to do it,

tor tliey had made themselves as the horse and mule
that have no understanding; nay, worse than the
oa." that knows his owner. God sometimes chooses
thefoolish tilings of the world, to confound the wise,

1 Cor. i. 27. Note, Those whom God has endued
with abilities for his service, ouglit not to be des-

Jiised or laid aside for the meanness either of their

original, or of their beginnings. Though Amos him-
self is not ajhamed to own tlia. he was a herdsman,
yet others ought not to upbraid him with it, or think
the worse of him for it.

3. The persons concerned in the prophecy of this

book; it is concerning Israel, the ten tribes, who
were now ri/:ened in sin, and ri/iening apace for

ruin. God bad raised them up propnets among
tliemselves, {ch. ii. 11.) but they regarded them not;

therefore (Jod sends them one from Tekoa, in the
land oi Judah, that, coming from another country,
lie mit^bt l)e tlie more X'alued, and perhaps he was
tie r itlier s.-nt out of his own country, because there
he Was des/iised for his having been a herdsman.
See M.itth. xiii. 55, 57.

4. The time when tliese prophecies were deliver-

ed. (1.) The book is dated, as laws used to be, by
the reigns of the kings under whom the prophet
prophesied. It was in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah, wlien tlie afluiirs of that kingdom went very
Wfll, and of Jeroboam the second king of Israel",

when the affairs of that kingdom went pretty well;

yet then they must both be told both of the sins tliey

were guilty nf, and of 1\\ftjudgments that were com-
ing upon tliem for those sins, that they miglit not

with the present gleam of prosperity flatter them-
selves into an opinion of their innocence, or a confi-

dence of their perpetual security. 2. It is dated by
a particul.ir event to which his prophecy liad a re-

ference; it was two years before the earthquake,
that eartiiqu.ike which is mentioned to have been in

the days of Uzziah, (Zech. xiv. 5.) which put the

nation into a dreadful fright, forit is there said. They
fled before it. But how could they flee from it.' Some
conjecture that this earthquake was at the time of

Isaiah's vision, when the posts of the door nvere

moved, Isa. vi. 4. The tradition of the Jews is,

that it happened just at the time when Uzziah pre-
sumptuously invaded the priest's office, and went in

to burn incense, 2 Chron. xxvi. 16. Josephus men-
lions this earthquake, Antiq. IX. 11. and says,
" By it half of a mountain was removed and carried
to a plain four furlongs off"; and it spoiled the king's

gardens." God by tliis prophet gave warning of it

two years l)efoi-e, tliat God by it would shake down
ti.eir houses, ch. iii. 15.

5. The introduction to these prophecies, contain-

ing the general scope of them; {v. 2.) The Lord
will roarfrom Zion. His threatenings by his pro-
phets, and the executions of those tlireatcnings in

ius providence, will be as terrible as the roaring

of a lion is to the shepherds and their flocks. Amo«
here speaks the sam. language with his ci nl'.mpo-
rarics, Hosea (c/;. xi. 10. ) and Joel, c/i. iii. 16. I he
lion roars before he tears; (iod gives w.irning be-
fore he strikes. Observe (1.) Whence this w;iiii

ing comes; yrom Zion and Jerusalem, from the ora-
cles of God there delivered; for by them is thy ser-

vant warned, Ps. xix. 11. Our God, whose special

residence is there, will issue out warrant^^, Lix'en
at that court, as it were, for the executing if judg-
ments on the land. See Jer. XXV. 30. InZiimwas
the mercy-seat, thence the Loi'd roars; intim..ting

tiiat God's acts ofjustice are consistent willi mercy,
allayed and mitigated by mercy, nay, as they are
warnings, tliey are really acts of mercy. W'e are
chasteyud, that we may not be condemned. (2.)
What eft"ect the w.irning has; The habitations of
the shepherds mourn, either because tliey feur the

roaring lion, or, because theyyi'f/ what is siLMiified

by that comparison, the con.sequence if a great
drought, {ch. iv. 7.) which mndt; the to/t of Curmel,
of the most fruitful fields, to wither, and beci me as
a desert, Joel i. 12, 17.

3. 'I'lius saitli the Lord, For three tians-

gressions of Damascus, and for lour, 1 will

not turn away the punishment thereof; be-

cause they have ihreshed Gilead with

threshing-instruments of iron: 4. But 1 will

send a tire into the house of Hazael, which
siiall devour tlie palaces of Ben-hadad. 5.

I will break also the bar of Damascus, and
cut off the inhabitant fiom the plain of

.\ven, and him that holdeth the sceptre

from the house of Eden: and the people of

Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith

the Lord. 6. Thus saith the Lokd, For
three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I

will not turn away the punishment thereof;

because they carried awa}' cajjlive the

whole captivity, to deliver them up to

Edom: 7. But I will send a fire on the wall

of Gaza, which shall devour tlie palaces

thereof: 8. And I will cut off the inhabit-

ant from Ashdod, and him that holdeth

the sceptre from Ashkelon; and 1 will turn

my hand against Ekron: and the leiiinant

of the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord
God. 9. Thus saith the Lord, For three

transgressions of Tyrus, and for four, I will

not turn away the punishment thereof; he-

cause they delivered up the whole captivity

to Edom, and remembered not the brother-

ly covenant: 10. But I will send a fire on
the wall of Tyrus, which shall devom- the

palaces thereof 1 1. Thus saith the Lord,
For three transgressions of Edoni, and for

four, I will not turn away the punishment
thereof; because he did pursue his brother

with the sword, and did cast olif" all pity,

and hisang(>rdid tear perpetually, and kept

his wrath for ever: 12. But I will send a
fire upon Teman, which shall devour the

palaces of Bozrah. 1.3. Thus saith the

Lord, For three transgressions of the chil-

dren of Amnion, and for four, I will not
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turn away the punishnieiU tliereof ; because

they have ripped up ihe women with child

of Gilead, tiiat tliey might enlarge their bor-

der: 14. But 1 will kindle a (ire in the wall

of Kabbah, and it shall devour the palaces

thereof, with shouting in the day of battle,

with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind:

15. Aiid their king shall go into captivity,

he and his princes together, saith the Lord.

What the Lord says here, may be explained by
what he says, Jer. xii. 14. Thus saith the Lord,
against alt mij evil neighbours that touch the inheri-

tance ofmy /leo/ile Israel, Behold, I will jiluck them
out. jj.imascus was a near neighbour to Israel on

the north, Tyre and Gaza on tlie west, Edoni on

the south, Ammon and (in the next chapter) Moab
on the east; and all of them had been, one time, one
way, or other, firicking briers and grieving thorns

to Israel, evil neighbours to them; and because God
espouses his people's cause, he there calls them his

evil neighbours, and here comes forth to reckon
with them. The method taken in dealing with
each of them is, in part, the same, and tliercfore

we put thi m togetlier, and yet in each there is

something peculiar.

I. Let us see what is repeated, both by way of

charge, and by way of sentence, concerning them
all. The controversy God has with each of them,
is prefaced with, Thus saith the Lord, Jehovah, the

God of Israel. Tliough those nations will not wor-
ship him as their God, yet they shall be made to

know that they are accountable to him as their

Judge. The God of Israel is the God of the whole
eartli, and has something to say to them, that shall

make them tremble. Against them the Lord roars

out of Zion. And before God, by the prophet,
threatens Israel and Judah, he denounces judgments
against these nations whom he ?nade use of as

scourges to them for their being so; which might
serve for a check to their pride and insolence, and
a relief to his people under their dejections ; for

hereby they might see that God had not quitted his

interest in them, and therefore might hope they had
not lost their interest in him.
Now as to all these nations here arraigned,

1. The indictment di-awn up against them all is

thus far the same, (1.) That they are charged in

general with three transgressions, and with four,
that is, with many transgressions; as by one or two,

we mean afew, so by three orfour we mean many,
as in Latin, a man that is very happy, is said to be
tergue ijuatergue beatus—three and four times hafx-

fiy; or with three and four, that is, with se\'en trans-

gressions, a number of perfection; intimating that

they have filled uji the measure of their iniquities,

and are ripe for ruin. Or, with three, that is, a va-

riety of sins, and with a.fourth especially, which is

specified concerning each of them, though the otlier

three are not. AsProv. xxx. 15, 18, 21, 29. where
we read of three things, yea, four, generally one
seems to be more especially intended. (2.) That
the particular sin, which is fastened upon as tlie

fourth, and which alone is specified, is, the sin of

fiersecution; it is some mischief or other done to

the people of God, that is particularly charged upon
every one of them; for persecution is the measure-
filling sin of any people; and it is this sin that will

be particularly reckoned for; I was hungry, and
you gave me no 7neat ; much more if it may be
said, Iwas hungry, and you took my meat frojn me.

2. The judgment given against tliem all, is thus
far the same. (1.) That, their sin being come to

such a height, God wilt not turn away the punish-
ment thereof. Though he h is granted them a long

reprieve, and has often turned away their fiuni^-
ment, yet now he will turn it away no longer, but
justice shall take its ciurse, " I wilt not revoke it

(so some read it;) 1 will not recall the voice whicll
is gone forth from Zion and Jerusalem, {v. 2.)
speaking death and terror to the sinful nations." It

is an irrevocable sentence; God has spoken it, and
he will not call it back. Note, Though God bear
long, he will not bear always, with these that pro-
voke him, and wlun the decree bringsforth, it will

bring u/t. (2.) That God will kindle afire among
them; this is said concerning all these evil tieigh-

bours, V. 4, 7, 10, 12, 14. God v/\\\ send a fire into

their cities. When fires are kindled, that lay cities,

towns, and houses in ashes, whether designedly or
casually, God must be acknowledged in it; they are
of Wis sending; sin stirs up the fire of his jealousy,
and that kindles ether fires.

II. Let us see what is mentioned both by way of
charge, and by way of sentence, that is peculiar to
each of them ; that every one may take his portion.

1. Concerning Damascus, the head city of Syria,
a kingdom that was often vexatious to Israel. (1.)
The /leculiar sin of Damascus was, using the Gilead-
ites barbarously; They threshed Gilead with thresh-
ing-instruments of iron, (f. 3.) which may be un-
derstood either literally, of their putting the inhabi-
tants of Gilead to the torture, or to cruel deaths,
whom they got into their hands; as David put the
Ammonites under saws and harronvs, 2 Sam. xii.

31. We read witli what inhumanity Hazael king
of Syria prosecuted his wars with Israel; (2 Kings
viii. 12.) he dashed their children, and ripped up
their women with child; and see what desolations
he made in their land, 2 Kings x. 32, 33. Or, it

may be taken figuratively, for his laying the coun-
try waste, and this very similitude is used in the his-
tory of it; (2 Kings xiii. 7.) He destroyed them, and
made them like the dust by threshing. Ntte, Men
often do that unjustly and wickedly, and shall be
severely reckoned with for it, which yet God justly
permits them to do. The church is called God s

threshing, and the com of his floor; (Isa. xxi. 10.)
but if men make it their threshing, and the chaff of
their floor, they shall be sure to hear of it. (2.)
'V\\e fiecutiarpunishment oiXynmaicwih, [].] That
the fire which shall be sent up, shall fasten upon
the court in tlie first place, not on the chief city, or
the country towns, but on the house of Hazael,
which he built; and it shall devour the palaces of
Ben-hadad, the royal palaces inhabited by the kings
of Syria, many of whom were of that name. Note,
Even royal palaces are no fence against the judg-
ments of God, though ever so richh' furnished,
though ever so strongly /or///?frf. [2.] That the
enemy shall force bis way into the city; {v. 5.) I
will break the bar of Damascus; and then the gate
flies open. Or, it may be understood figuratively;
all that which is depended upon as the strength and
safety of that great city, shall fail, and prove insuf-
ficient. When God's judgments come with com-
mission, it is in vain to think of turning them out.

[3.] Tliat the people shall be destroyed with the
sword; / will cut off the inhabitant from Ihe plain
of .4ven, the valley of idolatry, for the gods of the
Syrians were gods of the valleys, (1 Kings xx. 23.)
were worshipped in valleys; as the idols of Israel
were worshipped on the hilts; him also that holdetl,

the sceptre of power, some petty king or other that
used to boast of the sceptre he held from Beth-Eden;
the house of pleasure. Both those that were given
to idolatry, and those that were given Xo sensuality,
shall be cut off together. [4.] 'That the bodv of
the nation shall be carried off. The people shall
go into captivity unto Kir, which was in the coun-
try of the Medes. We find this fulfilled, (2 Kings
xvi. 9.) about fifty years after this, when the king
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<\f Assyria went ufi against Damascus, and took it,

and carried the fieo/tte of it cafitive to Kir, and slew
Rezin, at the instigation of Aliaz king of Judah.

2. Concerning Gaza, a city of tl\e Pliilistines, and
now the metropolis of that country. (1.) ,The pe-
culiar sin of the Philistines was, carrying- away
captive the whole captiviti/, either of Israel or Ju-
dah, which, some think, refers to that inroad made
upon Jehoram, when they took away all the king's
sons, and all his substance; (2 Chron. xxi. 17. )or,
perhaps it refers to their seizing of tliose that fled
to them for shelter, when Sennacherib invaded Ju-
dah, and selling of them to the Grecians, (Joel iii.

4, 6.) or, (as here) to the Edomites, who were al-

ways sworn enemies to the peojjle of God. Thev
spared none, but carried off all they could lay their
hands on, designing, if possible, to cut off the name
of Israel, Ps. Ixxxiii. 4, 7. (2.) The peculiar
punishment of the Philistines is, that the fire which
God will send, shall devour the palaces of Gaza,
and th it the inhabitants of the other cities of the
Philistines, Ashdod, (or Azotus,) Ashkelon, and
Ekron, should all be cut off, and (iod would make as
thorough work with them in their rain as they
would have made with God's people when they
carried away the whole captivity; for even the
remnant of them shall perish, v. 8. Note, God
will make a full end of those that think to make a
full end of his church and people.

3. Concerning Tyre, that famous city of wealth
and strength, that was itself a kingdom, v. 9. (1.)
The peculiar sin of Tyre is, delivering up the whole
captivity to Edom, selling to the Edomites those of
Israel that fled to them for shelter, or any way fell

into their hands; not caring what hardships they
put upon them, so they could but make gain of them
to themselves. Herein they forgot the brotherly
covenant, the league that was between Solomon and
Hij-am king of Tyre, (1 Kings v. 12.) which was so
intimate, that Hiram called Solomon his brother, 1

Kings ix. 13. Note, It is a great aggravation of en-
mity and malice, when it is the violation of friend-
ship and of a brotherly covenant. (2. ) Here is no-
thing peculiar in t\\e punishment of Tyrus, but that
the palaces thereof shall be devoured; which was
done when Nebuchadnezzar took it after thirteen
years' siege. Their merchants were all princes, and
their private houses were as palaces; but the ^re
shall make no more of them than cottages.

4. Concerning Edom, the posterity of Esau. (1.)
Their peculiar sin was, an unmerciful, unweai-ied
pursuit of the people of God, and their taking all ad-
vantages against them to do them a mischief, v. U.
He did pursue his brother with the sword, not only
of old, when the king of Edom took up arms to op-
pose the children of Israel's passage through his

border, (Numb. xx. 1.) but ever since upon all oc-
casions; they had not strength and courage enough
to face them in the field of battle, but, whenever any
other enemy had put Judah or Israel to flight, theii

the Edomites set in with the pvirsuers, fell upon the
rear, slew those that were half dead already, and
(as is usual with cowards when' they have an enemy
at an advantage) they did cast off all pity. Those
that are least courageous, arc commonly most cruel;
Edom was so; his malice destroyed his compassion;
(so the word is;) he stripped himself of the tender-
ness of a m m, and put on the fiei-ceness of a beast
of prey; and, as sucli a one, he did tear, his anger
did tear pn-petually. His cruelty was insatiable,
and he never knew when he had sucked enougli of
the blood of Israel, but, like the horse-leech, still

cried. Give, give. Nay, he kept his wrath forever;
when he wanted objects of his wrath, and opportu-
nity to show it, yet he kept it in reserve, (it rested
in his bosom,) rolled it under his tongue as a sweet
morsel, and had it ready to spit in the face of Israel

upon thfc next occasion. Cursed be such cruel wrath
and angor so fierce, so outrageous; which makes
men like the devil, wlio continually seeks to devour,
and unlike to God, who keeps not his angerfor ever.
Edom's malice was unnatural, for thus he pursued
his brother, whom he ought to have protected: it

was hereditary, as if it had been entailed upon the
family ever since Esau hated Jacob, and time itself

could not wear it out, no, nor the brotherly conduct
of Israel toward them, (Deut. ii. 4.) and the express
law given to Israel, (Deut. xxiii. 7.) Thou shall not
abhor an Edomilr, fur he is thy brother. (2.) Here
is nothing peculiar in theW punishment; but(xi. 12.)
a. /ire shall be sent to dex'our their palaces. Note,
The fire of our anger against our brethren kindles
the fire of God's anger ag;iinst us.

5. Concerning the Ammonites,!'. 13.— 15. (1.)
Sec how violejttly the fire ff their anger tunned
against the peo/ile of God; they not only triumphed
in tlieir calamities, (as we find, Ezek. xxv. 2, 6.)
but they did themselves use tliem barbarously, they
ripped up the women with child of Gilead, a piece
of cruelty, the very mention whereof strikes a hor-
ror upon one's mind; one would think it not possible

that any of the human race should be so inhuman.
Hazael was guilty of it, 2 Kings viii. 12. It was
done not only in a brutish rage, which falls without
consideration upon all that conies before it, but with
a devilish design to extirpate the race of Israel by
killing not only all that were bor7i, but all that were
to be born, worse than Egyptian cruelty. It was
that they might enlarge their border, that they might
make the land of Gilead their own, and there might
be none to lay claim to it, or five them any disturb-

ance in the possession of it. We find, (Jer. xlix. 1.)

that the Ammonites inherited (i.ad, tliat is, Gilead,
under pretence that Israel had no sons, no heirs.

We know how heavy their doom was, and how
heinous their crime, who said. This is the heir, come,
let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours by
occupancy. See what cruelty covetousncss is the
cause of; and what horrid practices those are often

put upon, that are greedy to enlarge their own bor-
der. (2.) See how violently the fire of God's anger
burned against them; shall not God visit for these

things done to any of mankind, csj)ecially when they
are done to his own people? Shall not his soul be

avenged on such a nation as this? No doubt it shall.

The fire shall be kindled with shouting in the day
of battle, war shall kindle the fire, it shall be 3. fire
accompanied with the -nuord, or a roaring fire,

which shall make a noise like that of soldiers ready
to engage. And it shall be as a tempest in the day
of the whirlwind, which comes swiftly, furiously,

and bears down all before it. Or, This tempest and
whirlwind shall be as bellows to the fire, to make it

burn the stronger, and spread the further. It is

particularly threatened that their king and his

princes shall go toecether into captivity, can-ied
away by the king of Babylon, not long after Judah
was. See what changes God's providence often

makes with men, or, rather, their own sin; kings
become captives, and princes prisoners. Milchom
shall go into captivity; some understand it of the
god of the Ammonites, whom they called Moloch—
a king; he, and his princes, and his priests that at-

tended him, shall go into ca/itivity; their id 1 shall

be so far from protecting them, that it sh ill itself go
into captivity with them. Note, Those who In' vio-

lence and fraud seek to enlarge their own border,

will justly be expelled and excluded their own bor-

der; nor is it strange if those who make n(i conscience

of invading the rights of others, be able to tnake no
resistance against these who invade theirs.

CHAP. II.

In this chapter, I. God, by the prophet, prorccd.s in a like

controversy with Moab as before with other nations, v.
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1-3. II. He shows what quarrel he had with Judah, v.

4, 5. III. He at length begins his charge against Israel,

to which atl that goes before is but an introduction. Ob-
serve, 1. The sins they are charged with—injustice, op-
pression, whoredom, v. 6.. 8. 2. The aggravation of
those sins—the temporal and spiritual mercies God had
bestowed upon them, for which they had made him such
ungrateful returns, v. 9..I'2. 3. God's complaint of
thcni for tlicir sins, (v, 13.) and his threatenings of their

ruin, and their utter inability to prevent it, v. 14.. 16.

1. f¥^HUS saith the Lord, for three trans-

JL gressioiis of Moab, and for four, I

will, not turn away the piniis/imcnt thereof;

because lie burnt the bones of the king of

Edom into lime ; 2. But I will send a fire

upon Aloab, and it shall devour the palaces

of Kirioth; and Moab shall die with tumult,

with shouting, and with the sound of the

trumpet: 3. And I will cut off the judge
from the midst thereof, and will slay all the

princes thereof with him, saith the Lord.
4. Thus saith tlie Lord, For three trans-

gressions of Judah, and for four, I will not

turn away the punishment thereof; because
they have despised the law of the Lord,
and have not kept his commandments, and
their lies caused them to err, after the which
their fathers have walked; 5. But I will

send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour
the palaces of Jerusalem. 6. Thus saith the

Lord, For three transgressions of Israel,

and for four, I will not turn away the punish-

ment thereof; because they sold the right-

eous for silver, and the poor for a pair of

shoes; 7. That pant after the dust of the

earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside

the way of the meek; and a man and his

father will go in unto the same maid, to pro-

fane my holy name: 8. And they lay them-

selves down upon clothes laid to pledge by
every altar, and they drink the wine &f the

condemned in the house of their god.
Here is,

I. The judgment of Moab, another of the nations

tliat bordered upon Israel. Tliey are reckoned
with, and shall be punished /or three transgressions
and for four, as those before. Now, 1. Moab's
fourth transgression, as theirs who were before set

to the bar, was, cruelty; the instance given refers

not to the people of God, but to a heathen like them-
selves. The king of Moab /)Mr?i< tfie bones of the

king ofEdom into lime. We find there was war
between the Edomites and the Moabites, in which
the king of Moab, in distress, and rage, offered his

own son for a burnt-offering, to appease his deity, 2

Kings iii. 26, 27. And it should seem that afterward
he, or some of his successors, in revenge upon the
Elomites for bringing him to that extremity, having
an advantage against the king cf Edom, either
seized him alive, and burnt him to ashes, or slew
him, and burnt his body, or digged up the bones of
their dead king, of that particularly who had so
straitened him, and, in token of his rage and fury,

burnt them to lime, and perhaps mide use of the
powder of his bones for the white-washing of the
walls and ceiling of his palace, that he might please
himself with the sight ot that monument of his re-

".'enge. Eit vindicta bonum vita jucundius ipsa—
Rr-venge is sweeter than life itself. It is barbarous
Vol. IV—6 F

to abuse human bodies, for we ourselves also are in
the body; it is senseless to abuse dead bodies, nay,
it is impious, for we believe and look for their re-
surrection. And to abuse the dead bodies of kings,
(whose persons and names ouglit to be in a particu-
lar manner respected and had in veneration,) is an
affront to majesty; it is an argument of a base spirit

for those to tram/tie upon a dead lion, who, were he
alive, would tremble before him. 2. Moab's doom
for this transgression is, (1.) \ judgment of death.
Those tliat deal cruelly shall be criiclly dealt with;
(!'. 2.) Moab shall die, the Moabites 'shall be cut
off with the sword of war, which kills ninth tumult,
with shouting, and -with sound of trum/wt, circum-
stances that make it so much the more terrible; as
the lion's roaring aggravates his tearing; every bat-
tle of the warrior is with confused noise, Isa. ix. 5.

(2.) It is -A.judgment ujion theirjudge, who had pass-
ed the sentence upon the bones of the king of Edom,
that they should be burnt to lime; I will cut him
off, says God; {v. 3.) he shall know there \sa..htdgc
that is higher than he. The king, tlie chief judge,
and all the inferior judges and /irinces, shall be cut
0^together. If the people sometimes suffer for the
sin of their princes, yet the princes themselves shall

not escipe, Jer. xlviii. 47. Thus far is the judg-
ment of Moab.

II. jfudah also is a near neighbour to Israel, and
therefore now that justice is riding the circuit, that

shall not be passed bv; that nation had made itself

like the heathen, and mingled itself w;Y/; them, and
therefore the indictment here runs against them in

tlie sameform in which it had run against all the

rest; For three transgressions of Judah, and for
four, I will not turn away the fiunislnnent thereof;
their sins are as many as the sins of other nations,

and we find them huddled up with them in the same
character, Jer. ix. 26. Egyfit, and Judah, and
i^rfom, jumble them together, they are all Mike;
the sentence here also is the same; (f. 5.) I will

send a fire ujwn Judah, though it is the land where
God is known, and it shall devour the palaces ofJe-
rusalem, though it is the holy city, and God has
been known in its palacesfor a refuge, Ps. xlviii. 3.

But the sin here charged upon Judah, is different

from all the rest. The other nations wei-e reckoned
with for injuries done to men, but Judah is reckoned
with for indignities done to God, v. 4. 1. They /iuf

contempt upon his statutes; and persisted in disobe-
dience to them; They have despised the law of the

Lord, as if it were not worth taking notice of, nor
had any thing in it valuable; and herein they de-
spised the wisdom, justice, and goodness, as well as

the authority and sovereignty, of the Law-Maker;
this they did, in effect, when they kept not his com-
mandments, made no conscience of them, took no
care about them. 2. They /lut honour upon his

rivals, their idols, here called their lies, which
caused them to err; for an image is a teacher-^f lies,

Hab. ii. 18. And they that are led away into the
error of idolatrv, are by that led into a multitude of

other errors, lino dato absurdo jnille sec/uuntur—
One absurdity draws after it a thousartd. God is an
infinite, eternal Spirit; but when that truth of God
is by idolatry chajiged into a lie, all his other truths

are in danger cf being so changed likewise; thus
their idols caused them to err, and God justly gave
them up to strong delusions; nor was it any excuse
for their sin, that they were the lies after which
their fathers walked, for they should rather have
taken warning, than taken pattern, by those that
perished with these lies in their right hand.

III. ^^'e now at length come to the words which
Amos saw concerning Israel; the reproofs and
threatenings having walked the round, here thev
centre, here they settle. He begins with thein as

with tlie rest. For three transgressions ofIsrael, and
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forfour, I will not turn away thefiunishment there-

of; if all these nations must be punished for their

iniquities, shall Israel go unpunished? Observe here,

what their sins were, for which God would reckon
with them.

1. Pervertingjustice. This was the sin of those

who were intrusted with the administration of jus-

tice, the judges and magistrates, and all parties con-

cerned; they made nothing of selling a righteous

man, and his righteous cause when it came to be
tried before them ;ybr a piece of s//vfr sentence was
passed, not according to the merits of the cause, but
the bribe always turned the scale, and judgment
was set to sale by auction to the highest bidder.

They would sell the life and livelihood of a poor
mSin for a flair ofshoes, iov the least advantage to

themselves that could be proposed to them; give

Xhe.nxh\x\. a. flair of shoes, and the cause of a poor
man, who could not give them so much as that,

should be betrayed, and left at the mercy of those

that will have no mercy; they will rather play at

small game than sit out; for a fiiece ofbread such a
man wilt transgress. Note, Those who will wrong
their consciences for any thing, will come at length
to do it for Tiext to nothing, those who begin to sell

justice for silver, will, in time, be so sordid as to

sell itfor a fiair ofshoes, for a pair of old shoes.

2. Ofifiressing the fioor, and seeking to benefit

themselves by doing them a mischief; They fiant

after the dust of the earth on the head of the fioor;

they swallow iifi the floor with the utmost greedi-

ness, and make a prey of them that are in sorrow,
with dust on their heads; poor orphans that are in

mourning for their parents, they catch at them to

get their estates into their hands; they never rest

till they have got the heads of the poor in the dust,

to be trodden on. Or, They fiant after the dust of
the earth, silver and gold, white and yellow dust;

they covet it earnestly, and levy it ufion the head of
the floor, by their unjust exactions. Note, Men s

seeking to enrich themselves by the impoverishing
of others, is a transgression which God will not long
turn away the fiunislnnent of. This is turning aside

the way ofthe meek; contriving to do injury to those
who, they know, are mild and patient, and will bear
injury. They invade their rights, break their mea-
sures, and obstruct the course of justice in favour of

them, not suffering them to go on with their right-

eous cause; this is tuning aside their way. Note,
The more patiently men bear the injuries that are
done them, the greater is the sin of those that injure

them, and the more occasion they have to expect
that God will right them, and take vengeance for

them. I, as a deaf man, heard not, and then thou
wilt hear.

3. Abominable uncleanness, even incest itself, such
as is not named among the Gentiles, that a man
should have hisfather's wife, (1 Cor. v. 1.) his fa-

ther's concubine; jl man and his father will go in

unto the same young woman, as black an instance as

any other of an unbounded, promiscuous lust; and
yet where the former iniquities of oppression and
extortion are, this also is found; for laws of modesty
seldom hold those that have broken the bands of
justice, and cast away its cords from them. This
wickedness is such a scandal to religion, and the
profession of it, that they who are guilty of it, are
looked upon as designing thereby to firofane God's
holy naine, and to render it odious among the hea-
then, as if he countenanced the villanies which those
who pretend relation to him allow themselves in, and
were altogether such a one as they.

4. Regaling themselves, and yet firetending to
honour their God with that which they had got by
ofifiression and extortion, v. 8. They add idolatry
to tlieir injustice, and then tliink to atone for their
injustice with their idolatiy. (1.) They tnake merry

with that which they have unjustly squeezed from
the poor. They lay themselves down at ease, and
in state, and stretch themselves upon clothes laid to

filedge, which they ought to have restored the samp
night, according to the law, Deut. xxiv. 12, 13.

And they drink the wine of the condemned, of such
as they have fined and laid heavy mulcts upon;
spending that in sensuality, which they have got by
injustice. (2.) They think to make atonement for

this, by feasting on the gains of oppression before
their altars, and drinking this wine in the house of
their god, in the temples where they woi'shipped

their calves, as if they would make God a Partner
in their crimes, by making hjm a Partner of the

flrq/its of them—service good enough for false gods;

but the true God will not thus be mocked; he has
declared that he hates robberyfor burnt-offerings,

and cannot be served acceptably but with that which
is got honestly.

9. Yet destroyed I the Amorite before

them, whose height ivas hke the height of

the cedars, and he tuus strong as the oaks

;

yet I destroyed his fruit from above, and his

roots from beneath. 10. Also I brought you
up from the land of Egypt, and led you forty

years through the wilderness, to possess the

land of the Amorite. 1 1 . And I raised up
of your sons for prophets, and of your young
men for Nazarites. Is it not even thus, O
ye children of Israel ? saith the Lord. 1 2.

But ye gave the JN^azarites wine to drink

;

and commanded the prophets, saying, Pro-

phesy not. 1 3. Behold, I am pressed under
you, as a cart is pressed fhat is full of

sheaves. 14. Therefore the flight shall pe
rish from the swift, and the strong shall not

strengthen his force, neither shall the mighty
deliver himself; 1 5. Neither shall he stand

that handleth the bow; and lie that is swift

of foot shall not deliver himself: neither shall

he tl»t ridcth the horse deliver himself: 16.

And lie that is courageous among the mighty
shall flee away naked in that day, saith the

Lord.
Here, 1. God puts his people Israel hi mind of

the great things he had done for them, in putting

them into possession of the land of Canaan, the
greatest part of whicli these ten tribes now enjoyed,

V. 9, 10. Note, We need often to be reminded of

the ?nercies we liave received, which are tlie heavi-
est aggravations of the sins we have committed.
God gives liberally, and upbraids us not with our
meanness and imworthiness, and the disproportion

between his gifts and our merits; but he justly up-
braids us witli our ingratitude, and ill requital of his

favours, and tells us what he has done for us, to

shame us for not rendering again according to tlie

benefit done to us. Son, remember ; Israel, remem-
ber, (1.) "That God brought thee out of a house
of bondage, rescued thee out of the land of p.gyfit,

where, else, thou hadst perished in slavery." (2.)

That he led thee forty years through a desert land,

and fed thee in a wilderness, where, else, thou hadst
perished with hunger. Mercies to our ancestors

were mercies to ns; for if they had been cut off, we
had not been. (3.) That he made room for them
in Canaan, by extirpating the natives, by a series of

wonders little inferior to those by whicli they were
redeemed out of Egypt; / destroyed the Amorite
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before them, here put for all the devoted nntions.

Observe the magnificence of the enemies that stood

in their way, which is taken notice of, that God
may be the more magnified in the subduing of them;
they were of great stature, his height was tike the

height of the cedars, and the people of Israel were
as shrubs to them; and of great strength, not only
tall, but well set, he \i2is strong as the oaks; their
kingdom was eminent among the nations, and over-
topped all its neighbours; the support and defences
of It seemed impregnable, it was as Ji7ie as the
stately cedar, it was as Jirm as the sturdy oak; yet
when God had a vine to plant there, (Ps. Ixxx. 8,

9. ) this Amorite is not only cut down, but plucked
up; I destroyed his fruit from above, and his roots

from beneath, so the Amorites were no more a na-

tion, nor ever read of any more. Thus highly did
God value Israel; he gave men for them, and'/ieo-

/ilefor their life, Isa. xliii. 4. How ungrateful then
were they, who put such contempt upon him! (4.)
Tliat he made tUem /lossess the land of the Amorite,
not only put it into their hands so that they became
masters of it jure belli—by right of conquest, but
gaxe tliem a better title to it, so that it became theirs
by firomise.

2. He likewise upbraids them with the spiritual

privileges and advantages they enjoyed as a holy
nation, v. 11. They had heljis for their souls,

which taught them how to make good use of their
temporal enjoymertts, and were therefore more va-
luable. It is true, the ten tribes had not God's tem-
ple, altar, and priesthood, and it was their own
fault that they deserted them, and for that they
might justly have been left in utter darkness; but
God left not himself without nvitness, or them with-
out guides, to show them the way. (1.) They had
/iro/ihets that were fiowerful instructors in piety,

divinely inspired and commissioned to make known
the mind ot God to them, to show them what is

pleasing to God, and what displeasing; to reprove
them for their faults, and warn tliem of their

danger; to direct them in their difficulties, and
comfort them in their ti^^ubles. God raised them
ufi prophets, spirited them for that work, and em-
ployed them in it. He raised them up q/"Mf;V sons,

from among themselves, as Moses and Christ were
raised up from among their brethren, Dcut. xviii.

15. It was an honour put upon their nation, and
upon their families, that they had children of their

own to be God's messengers to them, of their own
language, not strangers sent from another country,
whom they might suspect to be prejudiced against

them and their land, but those who they knew
wished well to them. Note, Faithful ministers are
great blessings to any people, and it is God that

raises them up to be so, and they may justly be
reckoned an honour to the families they are of. (2.

)

They had Nazarites that were bright examfiles of

])iety; I raised ufi of your young men for Mizar-
ites, men that bound themselves by a vow to God
and his service, and, in pursuance of that, denied
themselves many of the lawful delights of sense, us

drinking wine, and eating gr.apes. There were some
of their young men that were in their prime for the
enjoyment of the pleasures of this life, and yet vo-

XmAirWy abridged themselves of them; these God
raised ufi Ijy the power of his grace, to be monu-
ments of his grace, to his glory, and to be his wit-

nesses against the impieties of that degenerate age.

Note, It is as great a blessing to any place to ha\ e

eminent good Christians in it as to have eminent
good ministers in it; for so they have examples to

tlicir rules. We must acknowledge that it bodes
well to any people, when God raises up numbers
of hopeful young people among them, when he
makes their young men JVazarites, devout and con-
scientious, and mortified to the pleasures of sense;

those that are such Nazarites, are fiurer than snow,
whiter than milk, they are indeed the fiolite young
men, for their fiotishing is ofsa/i/ihires. Lam. iv. 7.

They that have such men, such young men, among
them, have therein such an advantage, both for di-

rection and encouragement, to be religious, as they
will be called to an account for another day, if they
do not improve. Israel is here reckoned with, not
only for the prophets, but for the Nazaiitcs, rajscd
up among them. Concerning the truth of this, he
appeals to theiTiselves; "Is it not even thus, O ye
children of Israel? Can ye deny it.' Have not you
yourselves beCn sensible of the advantage you had
by the firojihets and Nazarites raised up among
you.'" Note, Sinners' own consciences will be wit-
nesses for God, that he has not been wanting to them
in the means of grace, so that if they perish, it is

because they have been wanting to themselves in

not improvmg those means. The men of Judah
shall themselves judge between God and his vine-
yard, whether he could have done more for it, Isa,

v. 3, 4.

3. He charges them with the abuse of the means
of grace they enjoyed, and the opposition they gave
to God's designs in affording them those means, x<.

12. They were so fa)' from walking in the light,

that they rebelled against it, and did what they
could to extinguisli it, that it might not shine in their

faces to their conviction. (1.) They did what they
could to debauch good peo/ile ; to draw them off

from their seriousness in devotion, and their strict-

ness in conversation; Ye gave the A'azarites wine to

drink, contrary to their vow, that, having broken it

in that instance, they might not pretend to keep it

in any other. Some they surprised, or allured, into

it, and with their much fair speech caused them to

yield ; others they forced and frightened into it, re-

proached and threatened them, if they were more
precise than their neighbours; and by drawing them
in to drink wine they spoiled them for NazHi-ites.

Note, Satan and his agents are \'ery busy to corrupt
the minds of young people that look heavenward;
and many that we thought would have been Nazar-
ites, they have overcome by gifting them wine to

drink, by drawing them into tne love of mirth and
pleasure, and drinking company; multitudes of

young men that bid fair for eminent professors of

religion, have erred through wine, and been undone
for ever. And how do the factors for hell triumph
in the debauching of a Nazarite! (2.) They did
what they could to silence good ministers, and to stop

their mouths; " You commanded the prophets, say-
ing. Prophesy not, and threatened them if they did
prophesy, {ch. vii. 12.) as if God's messengers were
bound to observe j-our orders, and might not deliver

their errand unless you gave them leave, and so you
not only received the grace of God, in raising up
those prophets, in vain, but put the higliest affront

imaginable upon that God in whose name the pro-

phets spake." Note, Tliose have a great deal to

answer for that cannot bear faithful preaching, and
those much more who suppress it.

4. He complains of the wrong they did him by
their sins; {v. 13.) " I am /iressed under you, I

am straitened by you, and know not what to do,

Hos. xi. 8, 9. I am loaded and burlhened by you,

and can no longer bear it, and therefore I will ease

me of my adx<ersaries, Isa. i. 24. / am pressed
under you, and the load of your sins, as a cart ii

pressed that is full of sheaves, is loaded with com,
in the midst of the joy of harvest, as long as any
will //eon." Note, The great God complains of

sin, especially the sins of his professing people, as a

burthen to him. He is grieved with this generation,

(Ps. xcv. 10.) is broken with their whorish heart,

Ezek. vi. 9. A consideration which if it make not

the sinners repentance very deep, it will make his
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ruin very great. The great God that upholds the

world, and never complains that he is Jiressed wider
the weight of it, he Jainteth not, neither is iveary,

yet complains of the sins of Israel, yea, and of tlieir

hypocritical services too, that he is iveary of bearing
them, Isa. i. 14. No wonder the creature groans
being burthened, (Rom. viii. 22.) when the Creator
says, / am firessed under them.

5. He threatens them with unavoidable ruin.

Anil so some read, x'. 13. Behold, I will press or

straiten your fllace, as a cart full ofsheaves presses;

they shall be loaded with judgments till they shall

sink under them, and sliall make a noise, as a cart

overloaded does. They tliat will not submit to the
convictions of the word, that will neither be won by
that, nor by tlie conversation of those about them,
shall be made to sink under the weight of God's
judgments. If God load us daily with his benefits,

and we, notwitlistanding that, load him with our
si/is, how can we expect any other than tliat he
should load us with his judginents ? And it is here
threatened in the three last verses, tliat wlien God
comes forth to contend witli this provoking people,

Miey sliall not be able to stand before him, to flee

from him, or to make their part good with him; for

when God judges, he will overcome. Tliough his

patience be tired out, his power is not, and so the
sinner shall find, to his cost. When the Assyrian
army comes to lay the country waste by sword and
captivity, none shall escape, but every one shall

have his share in the common desolation. (1.) It

will be in vain to think of7?ffmg- _/ro?n the enemy
that comes armed with a commission to make all

desolate. The flight shall perish from the swift

;

the arts of tliose that have been famed for happy
escapes and happy retreats, shall now fail them;
they shall have no time to flee, or shall find no way
to take; or they shall ha\'e no strength or spirit to

attempt it. Tliey shall be at their wits' end, and
then they are soon at ihe'iv flight's end. Are they,
as Asaliel, as swift of foot as a wild roe? (2 Sam.
ii. 18.) Yet, like him, they shall run the faster upon
tlieir own destruction; He that is swift offoot, shall

not deliver himself, v. 15. Or, do they say, (as

those, Isa. xxx. 16.) JVewill flee upon horses, and
we will ride upon the swift? Yet they shall be for-

saken; JVeithcr shall he that rides the horse, deliver

himselfirom the pursuers, ji horse is a vain thing

for safety. (2.) It will be in vain to think oi fight-
ing it out. God is at war with them; and are they
stronger than he? Is there any military force that
can pretend to be a match for Omnipotence.' No,
the strong shall ?iot strengthen his force. He that
has a habit of strength, shall not be able to exert it

when he has occasion for it. And the inighty, who
should protect and deliver others, shall not be able
to deliver himself, to deliver his soul, (so the word
is,) shall not save his life. Let not the strong man
then glory in his strength, nor trust in it, but
strengthen himself in the Lord his God, for in him
is everlasting strength. And as tlie bodily strength
shall fail, so shall the weapons of war; the ar-
mour as well as the arm shall Ijccome insufficient;

JVeither shall he stand that handles the bow, though
he stand at a distance, but shall betake himself to
flight, and not trust to his own bow to save him;
though the arm were ever so strong, and the ar-
mour ever so well fixed, neither will avail when the
spirit fails; {v. 16.) He that is courageous among
the mighty, that used to look danger in the face,
and not be dismayed at it, he shall fee away naked
in that day; not only disarmed, having thrown
away his weapons both offensive and defensive,
but plundered of his treasure, which he thought
to have carried away with him, and he shall think
it as much as bargain, that he has his life for a
prey. Thus when God pleases, he takes away the

heart of the chief of the people of the earth, and
causes them who used to boast of their courage,
and their daring entei^prizes in the field, to wander
and sneak in a wilderness where there is no way.
Job xii. 24.

CHAP. III.

A stupid, senseless, heedless people, are, in this chapter,
called upon to take notice, I. Of the judgments of God
denounced against them, and the warnings he gave them
of those judgments; and to be hereby aivakened out of
their security, v. 1 . . 8. II. Of the sins that were found
among them, by which God was provoked thus to threat-
en, thus to punish, that they might justify God in his

controversy with them, and, unless they repented and
reformed, might expect no other than that God should
proceed in his controversy, v. 9 . . 15.

1. TTEAR this word that the Lord hatl

JLX spoken against you, O children of

Israel, against the whole family which I

brought up from the land of Egypt, saying,

2. You only have J known of all the fami-'

lies of the earth: therefore I will punish you
for all your iniquities. 3. Can two walk
together except they be agreed ? 4. Will
a lion roar in the forest when he hath no
prey ? will a young lion cry out of his den
if he have taken nothing ? 5. Can a bird

fall in a snare upon the earth where no
gin is for him? shall one take up a snare

from the earth, and have taken nothing at

all? 6. Shall a trumpet be blown in the

city, and the people not be afraid? shall

there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath
not done it? 7. Surely the Lord God will

do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto
his servants the prophets. 8. The lion hath
roared, who will not fear? the Lord God
hath spoken, who can but prophesy?

Tlie scope of these verses is, to convince tlie pen
pie of Israel that God liad a controversy with them;
that which the prophet has to say to them, is, to let

them know that the Lord has something to say
agai?ist them, x'. 1. They were his peculiar peo-
ple above others, knew his name, and were called

by it; nex'ertheless he had something against them,
and they were called to hear what it is, tliat they
may consider what answer they shall make; as the
prisoner at the bar is bid to hearken to his indict-

ment. The childre?! ofIsrael would not regard the
words of counsel and comfort that God liad many a
time spoken to them, and now they shall be made to

hear the word of reproof and threatening tliat the
Ijord has spoken against them; for He will act as

He lias spoken.
1. Let them know that the gracious cognizance

God had taken of them, and the favours he had be-
stowed upon them, should not exempt tliem from
the punishment due to them for their sins. It is a
family that God brought up out of tite land of
Egypt, (v. 1.) and it was no more than a family,

wlien it went down thither; thence God delivered

it, tlience he fetched it to be a family to himself.

It is not only the ten tribes, the kingdom of Israel,

that must take notice of this, but that of Judah also,

for it is spoken against the whole family that God
brought u/i out of Egypt. It is a" family that God
has bestowed distinguisliing favours upon, has
owned in a peculiar manner; You only have 1
known of all the families of the earth. Note, God's
church in the world is a family dignified above Ci
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the families of the earth. Those that know God,
are icnoiun of him; in Judah is God known, and
th:.refore Judah is more than any people known of

God. God has known them; he has chosen them,
covenanted with them, and conversed with them as

his acquaintance.

Now, one would think, it should follow, "There-
fore I will spare you, will connive at your faults,

and excuse you." No, Therefore I wilt /mnish

youfor alt ijour iniquities. Note, The distinguish-

ing favours' of God to us, if they do not serve to re-

strain us from sin, shall not serve to exempt us from
punishment: nay, the nearer any are to God in pro-

fession, and the kinder notice he has taken of them,

the moi-e surely, the more quickly, and the more
se%'erely, will he reckon with them, if they by a

course of wilful sin profane their character, dis-

grace their i-elation to him, violate their engage-

ments, and put a slight upon the favours and ho-

nours with which they have been distinguished.

Therefore they shall be punished, because their

sins dishonour him, affront him, and grieve him,
more than the sins of others; and because it is ne-

cessary that God should vindicate his own honour
bv making it appear that he hates sin, and hates it

niost in those that are nearest to him; if they be but

as bad as others, they shall be punished worse than
others, because it is justly expected that they should

be so mucli better than others. Judgment begins at

the house of God, begins at tlie sanctuary; for God
will be sanctified either by or upon those that come
nigh ujito him. Lev. x. 3.

2. Let them know that they could not expect any
comfortable communion with God, unless they first

made their peace with him; {xk 3.) Can two walk
togetlier except they be agreed? No, how should

the)'.' Where there is no friendship, there can be
no fellowship; if two persons be at variance, they

must first accommodate the matters in difference

between them, before there can be any interchang-

ing of good offices. Israel had affronted God, had
broken their covenant with him, and ill requited

his favours to them; and yet they expected that he
should continue to walk with them, should take

their part, act for them, and give them assurances

of his presence with them, though they took no

care by repentance and reformation to agree with

their Adversary, and to turn away his wrath. " But
how can that be?" (says God,) " while you continue

to walk contrary to God, you can look for no otlier

than that he should walk contrary to you," L,ev.

xxvi. 23, 24. Note, We cannot expect that God
should be present with us, or act for us, unless we
be reconciled to him. God and man cannot walk
together, except they be agreed; unless we agree

with God in our end, which is his glory, we cannot

walk with him by the way.
3. Let them know that the warnings God gave

them ofjudgments approaching, were not causeless

and groundless, merely to amuse them, but certain

declarations of the wrath of God against them,

which (if they did not speedily repent) they would
infallibly feel the effects of; (x). 4.) •'JVill a lion

roar in 'theforest, when he has no prey in view? No,

he roars upon his prey; nor will a young lion cry out

of his den, if the old lion have taken nothing to

bring home to him; nor would God thus give you

warning both by the threatenings of his word, and

by lesser judgments, if you had not by your sins

made yourselves a prey to his wrath, nor if he were
not really about to fall upon you with desolating,

destroying judgments. " Note, The threatenings of

the word and proNndcnce of God are not bugbears,

fo frighten children and fools, but are certain infer-

ences from the sin of man, and certain presages of

the judgments of God.
4. Let them know that as their own wickedness

was the procuring cause of these judgments, so they
shall not be removed till they have done their work,
XI. 5. When God is come forth to contend with a

sinful people, it is necessary that they should un-
derstand, (1.) That it is their own si?i that has en-
tangled them; for, can a bird fall in a sytare upon
the earth, where no gin is for him? No, nature
does not lay snares for the creatures, but the art of

men; a bird is not taken in a snare by chance, .^ut

with the fowler's design; so the providence of God
prepares trouble for sinners, and it is /?; the work of
their own hands t\\at they are snared; affliction does
not spring otit of the dust, but it is God's justice,

and our own wickedness, that corrects us. (2.) It is

nothing but their own repentaiice that can disen-

tangle them; for shall one take up a snarefrom the

earth, which he laid with design, except lie have
taken something as he designed? So neither will

God remove the affliction he has sent, till it have
done its work, and accomplished that for which he
sent it. If our hearts be duly humbled, and we are
brought by our afflictions to confess and forsake our
sins, then the snare has taken something, then tlie

point is gained, the end is answered, and then, and
not till then, the syiare is broken, is taken up from
the earth, and we are delivered in love and mercy.

5. Let them know that all tlieir troubles came
from the hand of God's providence, and from tlie

counsel of his will; {v. 6.) Shall there be evil in a
city, in a family, in a nation, and the Lord has not
done it, appointed it, and performed what he ap-
pointed? The evil of sin is from ourselves, it is our
own doing; but the evil of trouble, personal or pub-
lic, is from God, and is his doing; whoever are the
instruments, God is the principal Agent. Out of
his mouth both evil and good proceed.
This consideration. That, whatever evil is in the

city, tlie Lord has done it, should engage us pa-
tiently to bear our share in public calamities, and
to study to answer God's intention in them.

6. Let them know that their prophets, who give

them warning of judgments approaching, deliver

nothing to them but what they ha\'e receivedfrom
the Lord, to be dehvered to his people. (1.) God
makes it known beforehand to the prophets; {y. 7.)

Surely the Lord Jehovah wilt do nothing, none of

that evil in the city spoken of, [v. 6.) but he reveals

it to his servants the prophets, though to others it is

a secret. Therefore they know not what they do,

who make light of the warnings which the prophets
give them, in God's name. Obserxe, God's pro-

phets are his servants, whom he employs to go on
his errands to the children of men. The secret of

God is with them; it is in some sense with all /Ae

righteous, (Prov. iii. 32.) with all that fear God,
(Ps. XXV. 14. ) but in a peculiar manner with the,

prophets, to whom the Spirit oiprophecy is a Spirit

of revelation.

It had put honour enough upon prophets, if it had
been only said, that sometimes God is pleased to

reveal to his prophets what he designs to do; but it

speaks something very great, to say that he doeth

nothing, but what he reveals it to them, as if they
were the men of his counsel. Shall I hide from
.Abraham, who is a prophet, the thing which i do?
Gen. xviii. 17. God will therefore be sure to reckon
with those who put contempt on the prophets whom
he puts this honour upon. (2.) The prophets can-

not but make that known to the people, which God
has made known to them; (f. 8.) The Lord God
has spoken; who can but prophesy ? His prophets,

to whom he has spoken in secret by dreams and vi-

sions, cannot but speak in public to the people what
they have heard fi-om God. They are so full of

those things themselves, so well assured concerning

them, and so much affected witli them, that they

cannot but speak of them; for out of the abundance
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of the heart the moutU will speak. / believed,

therefore have Is/ioken, Actsiv. 20. Nay, and be-

side the prophetic impulse which went along with

the inspiration, and made the word like a fire in

their bones, (Jer. xx. 9. ) they received a command
from God to deliver what they had been charged
with; and they had heta false to their trust, if they

had not done it. JVecessity ivas laid upon them, as

upon the preachers of the gospel, 1 Cor. ix. 16.

7. Let them know that they ought to tremble be-

fore God, upon the fair warning he had given them;
as they would, (1.) Upon the sounding of a trum-
pet, to give notice of the approach of the enemy,
that all may stand upon their guard, and stand to

their arms; Shall a trumpet be blown in the city,

and the people not be afraid, or run together ? bo
some read it, v. 6. Will they not immediately
come together in a fright, to consider what is best to

be done for the common safety? Yet when God by
his prophets gives them notice of their danger, and
summons them to come, and enlist themselves under
his banner, it makes no impression; they will sooner

give credit to a watchman on their walls, than to a
prophet sent of God; will sooner obey the sum-
mons of the governor of their city, than the orders

given them by the Governor of the world. God
says. Hearken to the voice of the trumpet, but they

will not hearken, nay, and they tell him plainly that

they will not, Jer. vi. 17. (2. ) Upon the roaring

of a lion. God is sometimes as a lion, and a young
lion, to the house of Judah, Hos. v. 14. The lion

roars before he tears; thus God warns before he
•wounds; if therefore the lion roars upon a poor
traveller, (as he did against Samson, Judg. xiv. 5.)

he cannot but be put in great consternation; yet the

Lord roars out of Zion, {ch. i. 2.) and none are

afraid, but they go on securely as if they were in no
danger. Note, I'he fair warning given to a care-

less world, if it be not taken, will aggravate its con-

demnation another day. The lion roared, and they

were not moved with fear to prepare an ark. O
the amazing stupidity of an unbelieving world, that

will not be wrought upon, no, not by the terrors of
the Lord.

9. Publish in the palaces at Ashdod, and

in the palaces in the land of Egypt, and

say, Assemble yourselves upon the moun-
tains of Samaria, and behold the great tu-

mults in the midst thereof, and the oppress-

ed in the midst thereof. 1 0. For they know
not to do right, saith the Lord, who store

up violence and robbeiy in their palaces.

11. Therefore thus saith the Lord God, An
adversary there shall be even round about

the land; and he shall bring down thy

strength from thee, and thy palaces shall be

spoiled. 1 2. Thus saith the Lord, As the

shepherd taketh out ofthe mouth of the lion

two legs, or a piece of an ear ; so shall tiie

children of Israel be taken out that dwell in

Samaria in the corner of a bed, and in Da-
mascus in a couch. 1 3. Hear ye, and tes-

tify in the house of Jacob, saith the Lord
God, tiie God of hosts. 14. That in the

day that I shall visit the transgressions of

[srael upon him, 1 will also visit the altars

of Beth-el ; and the horns of the altar shall

be cut off, and fall to the gi-ound. 1 5. And
I will smite the winter-house with the sum-

mer-house ; and the houses of ivory shali

perish, and the great houses shall have an

end, saith the Lord.

The Israelites are here again convicted and con-

demned, and particular notice given of the crimes
they are convicted of, and ihe punishment they are
condemned to.

I. Notice is given of it to their neighbours. The
prophet is ordered to publish it in the /lalaces of
Ashdod, one of tlie chief cities of the Philistines;

nay, the summons must go further, even to the pa-
laces in the land of Lgypt; the great men of both
those nations that dwell in the palaces, that are in-

quisitive concerning the affairs of the neighbouring
nations, and are conversant with tlie public intelli-

gence, let them assemble themselves upon the moun-
tains of Samaria, v. 9. There, upon a throne /j/^-A

and lifted up, the judgment is set; Samaria is the
criminal that is to be tried, let them be present at

the trial, for it shall be (as other trials are) public,

in the face of the country; let them make an ap-

pointment to meet therefrom all parts, to judge be-

tween God and his vineyard. God appeals to all

impartial righteous men, Ezek. xxiii. 45. They
will all subscribe to the equity of his proceedings,

when they see how the case stands. Note, God's
controversies witli sinners do not fear a scrutiny;

even Philistines and Egyptians will be made to see,

and say, that the ways of the Lord are e(jual, but
our ways are unequal. They are hkewise sum-
moned to attend, not only that they may justify God,
and be witnesses for him that he deals fairly, but

that they may themselves take warning; for Mjudg
ment begin at the house of God, as they see it does,

what shall be the end of those that are strangers to

him? 1 Pet. iv. 17. If this be done in a green tree,

what shall be done in a dry ? Or, this intimates

that the sin of Israel had been so notorious, that the

neighbouring nations could come in witnesses against

them, and therefore it was fit that their punishment
should be so. If it could have been concealed, we
would have said. Tell it 7iot in Gath, publish it not
in the streets of Jishkelon; but why should their

friends consult their reputation, when they them-
selves do not consult it? If they are grown impudent
in sin, let them bear the shame; publish it in Ash
dod, in Egypt.

1. Let them see how black the charge is, and how
well proved; let them observe the behaviour of the

inhabitants of Samaria, let them look off from the

adjacent hills, and they may see how rude and bois

terous they are, and hear how loud the cry of their

sin is, as was that of Sodom. (1.) Look into their

streets, and you will see nothing but riot and dis-

order, great tumults in the midst thereof; reason

and justice are upon all occasions nin down by the

noise and fury of an outrageous mob; the dominion
of which is the sin and shame of any people, and is

likely to be their ruin. (2.) Look into their pri-
sons,' and you see them filled with injured innocents;

the oppressed are in the midst thereof, thrown down
and crashed by their oppressors, overpowered
and overwhelmed, and they had no comforter,

Eccl. iv. 1. (3.) Look into their courts of justice,

and tliey who preside in those courts, know no: ,o

do right, because they have always been accustom-
ed to do wrong; they act as if they had no notion at

all of the thing called justice, are in no care to do
justice themselves, or to see that others do justice.

(4.) Look into their treasures anA stores, and you
see them replenished with violence and robbery,

with that which was unjustly got, and is still un
justly kept; thus they have heaped treasure together

for the last days, but it will prove a treasure of
wrath against the day of wrath. It may well be
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said, T/iose know not to do right, who think to en-
ricli themselves by doing wrong.

2. Let them see /i07i> neavy (Tie doom is, and how
v/eW executed, v. 11, 12. (1.) Their country shall

be incaded and ruined; and observe how the pun-
ishment answers to the sin. [1.] Great tumults arc

in the midst of the land, and therefore an adversary
shall be even round about the land; the Assyrian
forces shall surround it, and break in upon it on
every side. Note, When sin is harbour.ed and in-

dulged in the midst of a people, they can expect no
other than that adversaries should be round about
them, so tliat, go which way they will, they go into

the moutli of danger, Luke xix. 43. [2.] They
strengthened themselves in their wickedness, but
the enemy shall bring down their strength from
them, that strengtli wliich tliey abused in opftress-

ing the poor, and doing x'iolence to all about them.
Note, That power which is made an instrument

of unrighteousness, will justly be brought down and
broken. [3.] They stored \i\) robbery m their pa-
laces, and therefore their palaces shall be spoiled;

for what is got and kept wrongfully, will not be kept
long. Even palaces will be no protection to fraud

and oppression; but the greatest of men, if tliey

have spoiled others, shall themselves be spoiled,

for the Lord is the Avenger of all such. (2. ) Their
countrymen shall not escape, t. 12. They shall be
in the hands of the enemy, as a lamb in the mouth
of a lion, all devoured and eaten up, and they shall

be utterly unable to make any resistance; and if

any do make their escape, so as neither to fall by
the sword nor go into captivity, yet they shall be
very few, and those of the meanest and least consi-

derable, like two legs, or shanks, of a lamb, or, it

may be, a piece ofan ear, which the lion drops, or

the shepherd takes from him, when he has eaten the

whole body; so, perhaps, here and there one may
escape from Samaria and from Damascus, when the

king of Assyria shall fall upon them both, but none
to make any account of: and those that do escape,

it shall be with the utmost difficulty and hazard, by
hiding themselves in the corner of a bed or under
the bed'sfeet; which intimates that their spirits shall

be quite cowed and broken, and they shall sneak
shamefully in the time of danger; they shall not

hide themselves in dens and caves, but in the cor-

ner of a bed, or \.\\^ piece of a bed, such as poor peo-

ple must be content witli. They shall very nar-

nowly escape; as it is foretold concerning the last

destruction of Jerusalem, that there shall be two in

a bed together, one taken, and the other left. Note,
When God's judgments come forth agamst a people

with commission, it will be in vain to think of escap-

ing them. Some make their dwelling in the corner

of a bed, and in a couch, to speak their present se-

curity and sensuality; they are at ease, as in a bed
or 071 a couch, but when God comes to contend with

them, he shall make them uneasy, shall take them
away out of the bed of their sloth and slumber; those

that stretch themselves lazily upon their couches
when God's judgments are abroad, shall go captive

with thefirst that go captive.

II. Notice is given of it to themselves, -v. 13. Let
this be testified, and heard, in the house of Jacob,

among all the seed of Israel, for it is spoken by the

Lord God, the God of hosts, who has authority to

pass this sentence, and ability to execute it; let them
know from him, that the day is at hand when God
will visit the transgressions of Israel upon him ;

when he will inquire into them, and reckon for

them: there will come a day of visitation, a day of

fiunishment, and in that day, all those things they
are proud of, and put confidence in, shall fail them,
and so they shall smart for the sins they have been
g-uilty of about them.

1. Wo to their altars, for God will visit them.

He will inquire into the sins they have been gviilty

of at their altars, and bring into the account all their

superstition and idolatry, all their expenses on»lheir

false gods, and all their expectations from them;
and he will lay ?//ea//ars themselves under tlie marks
of his displeasure; for tlie horns of the altar shall

be cut off, imdfall to the ground, and with tlicm the

altar itself demolished, and broken to pieces. We
find the altar at Bethel prophesied against, (1 Kings
xiii. 2.) and immediately rent; {v. 3.)and tliat pro-

phecy fulfilled when Josiah burnt rnen's bones u/ion

it, 2 Kings xxiii. 15, 16. This here seconds that

Srophecy, and seems to point at the same event,

fote. If men will not destroy idolatrous altars, God
will, and tliose with them that had them in venera-
tion. Some make the horns of the altar to signify

all those tilings wliich theyflee to for refuge, and
trust in, and which they make their sanctuary

:

they shall all be cut off, so that they shall have no-
thing to take hold of

2. Wo to their houses, for God will visit them too.

He will inquire into tlie sins they have been guilty

of in their houses, the robbery tiiey have stored up
in their houses, and tlie luxury in which they lived;

and(i;. 15.) 1 will smite the winter-house with the

summer-house. Their nobility, and gentry, and
rich merchants, had their winter-houses in tlie city,

and their summer-houses in tlie country; so nice

were they in guarding against the inconveniencies of

the winter, wlien the country was thought too cold,

and of the summer, when the city was thought too

hot; though the climate of that good land was so

temperate, like that of ours, tliat neither the cold

nor heat was ever in extremity. They indulged a

foohsh affectation of change and variety; but God
will, either by war, or by the earthquake, smite
hottifhewinter-house -AnAths summer-house; neiX-h^r

shall serve to shelter them from his judgments; Tl
houses of ivory, (so called because either the ceil

ing or wainscot, or some of the ornaments of them,
were edged or inlaid with ivory,) those shall perish,

shall be burnt or pulled down, and the great houses
shall have an end, the most splendid and spacious

houses, the houses of their great men, they shall no
longer be, or, at least, be no longer theirs. Note,

The pomp and pleasantness of men's houses will be
so far from fortifying them against God's judgments,
that it will make them the more grievous and vexa-
tious; as their extravagance about them will be put
to the score of their sins and follies.

CHAP. IV.

In this chapter, I. The oppressors in Israel are threatened

for their oppression of the poor, v. I. -3. II. The idola-

ters in Israel, hewj; joined to idols, are given up to their

own heart's lusts, v. 4, 5. III. All the sins of Israel are
aggravated from their incorrigibleness in them, and their

refusal to return and reform, notwitiistanding the vari-

ous rebukes of Providence which they had been under,

V. 6. .11. IV. They are invited yet at length to humble
themselves before God, since it is impossible for them to

make their part good against him, v. 12, 13.

L TTEAR this word, ye kineof Bashan,

JX that are in tlie mountain of Sama-
ria, which oppress tlie poor, which crush the

needy, which say to their masters, Bring,

and let us drink. 2. The Lord God hath

sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the days shall

come upon you, that he will take you away
with hooks, and your posterity with fish-

hooks. 3. And ye shall go out at th(!

breaches, every coio at that which is befon;

her ; and ye shall cast them into the palace,

saitli the Lord. 4. Come to Beth-el and
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transgress ; at Gilgal multiply tr insgression

;

and bring your sacrifices every morning, and
your tithes after three years; 5. And offer

a sacrifice of thanksgiving with leaven, and
proclaim and publish the free-offerings; for

this liketh you, O ye children of Israel, saith

the Lord God.
It is liere foretold, in the name of God, that op-

posers shuU be humbled, and idolaters shall be har-
dened.

I. That proud oppressors shall be humbled for

their oppressions; for he that does wrong, shall re-

Cv-'ive according to the wrong th.Lt he has done. Now
observe,

1. How their sin is described, t. 1. They are
compared to the kine ofBashan, which were a breed
of cattle very large and strong, especially if, though
bred there, they were fed upon the 7)wuntain of
Samaria, where the pastures were extraordinarily

fat. Amos had been a herdsman, and he speaks in

the dialijct of his calling, comparing the rich and
great men, that lived in luxury and wantonness, to

the kine of Bashan, which were wanton and unruly,

would not Ijc kept within the bounds of their own
pasture, but broke through the hedges, broke down
all tlie fences, and trespassed upon the neighbour-
ing grounds; and not only so, but pushed and gored
the lesser cattle that were not a match for him.

Tiiey that had their summer-houses upon the

mountains of Samaria, when they went thitlicr for

fresh air, were as mischievous as the kine upon the

mountains of Bashan, and as injurious to those about
them. (1.) They ofifiress Ihe floor and needy them-
selves; they crush them, to squeeze something to

themselves out of them. They take advantage of their

poverty, and necessity, and inability to help them-
selves, to make them poorer, and more necessitous

th'in tliey are. Tliey make use of their power as

judges and magistrates for the invading of men's
riglits and properties, the poor not excepted; for they
made no conscience o( robbing even the hospital. (2.

)

They are in confederacy with them that do so. They
say to their masters, to the masters of the poor, that

abuse them, and violently take from them what they
have, when they ought to have relieved them, they
say to tliem, " Bring, and let us drijik, let us feast

with you upon the gains of your oppression, and
then we will protect you, and stand by you in it, and
reject the appeals of the poor against you." Note,
What is got by extortion is commonly made use of

as provision Jor the flesh, Xofulfil the lusts thereof;

and therefore men are tyrants to the poor, because
they are slaves to their appetites; Bring, and let us

drink, is the language of those that crush the needy,
as if tlie tears of the oppressed, mingled with their

wine, made it drink the better. And by their asso-

ciations for drinking, and revelling, and an excess
of riot, they strengthen their combinations for per-
secution and oppression, and harden the hearts of

one another in it.

2. How their /n/?z/sAmra? is described; {v. 2, 3.)

God will take them away with hooks, and their pos-

Jk. terity vjith fish-hooks ; he will send the Assyrian
army upon them that shall make a prey of them,
shall not only enclose the body of the nation in their

net, but shall angle for particular persons, and take
them prisoners and captives as with hooks and /ish-

hooks, shall draw them out of their own land as fish

are drawn out of the water, which is their element,

them and their children with them; or. They in

their day shall be drawn out by one victorious ene-

my, and their posterity in their day by another; so

that by a succession of destroying judgments they
shall at length be wholly extirpated. These kine

of Bashan thought they could no more be drawn

out with a hook and a cord than the Leviathan can,
Job xli. 1, 2. But God will make them know that
he has a hookfor their nose, and a bridle for their

jaws, Isa. xxxvii. 29. The enemy shall take thep-
away as easily as the fisherman takes away tlie littlt

fish, and shall make it their sport and recreation.

When the enemy has made hmiself master of Sa-
maria, then, (1.) Some shall attempt to escape by
flight; Ye shall go out at the breaches made in the
wall of the cit)', e~i<ery cow at that which is before
her, to shift for her own safety, and make the best
of their way; and now the unruly kiiie of Bashan
are tamed, and are themselves crushed, as they
crushed the poor and needy. Note, Those to whom
God has given a good pasture, if they are wanton
in it, will justly be turneil out of it; and those who
will not be kept within the hedge of God's precept,
forfeit the benefit of the hedge of God's pri.tection,

and will be forced in vain \.c\flee through the breaches
they have themselves fearfully made in that hedge.

(2. ) Others shall think to shelter themselves, or, at

least, their best effects, in the palace, because it is

a castle well fortified and a garrison well manned;
Ye shall throw yourselves, (so some read it,) or
throw them, your posterity, j'our children, or what-
ever is dear to you, into the palace, where the ene-
my will find it ready to be seized. Note, What is

^ot by oppression cannot long be enjoyed with satis-

faction.

3. How their sentenc'e to this punishment is rati-

fied; The Lord God has sworn it by his holiness;

he had often said it, and tliey regarded it not, they
thought God and his prophets did but jest with
tliem; therefore he swears it in his wrath, and what
he has sworn he will not revoke. He swears by his

holiness, that attribute of his which is so much his

glory, and which is so much glorified in the punish-
ment of wicked people; for as sure as God is a holy
God, they that plough iniquity, and sow wicked-
ness, shall reap the same.

II. That obstinate idolaters shall be hardened in

their idolatries; (i'. 4, 5.) Come to Bethel, and
transgress. It is spoken ironically; "Do so, take
your course, multiply your tra)}sgressio7is by multi-

plying your sacrifices, yb?- this liketh you; but what
will ye do in the end hereof?" Here we see, 1. How
intent they were upon the service of their idols, and
liow willing they were to be at cost upon them ; they
brought their sacri^ces, and their tithes, and their

free-offerings, hoping that therein they should be
accepted of God, but it was all an abomination to

him. The profuseness of idolaters in the service

of their false gods may shame our strait-liandedness

in the service of the time and living God. 2. How
they mimicked God's institutions. Thev had their

daily sacrifice at the altar of Bethel, as God had at

his altar; they had their thank-offerings as God had,
only they allowed leax'en in them, which God had
forbidden, because their priests did not like to have
the bread so heavy and tasteless as it would be if it

had not leaven in it, or something to ferment it.

Holy bread would not serve them, unless it were
pleasant bread. 3. How well pleased they were
with these services themselves; This liketh you, f
ye children of Israel. So ye love. What was then-

own invention they were fond of, and wedded to,

and thought it must therefore be pleasing to God,
because it was agreeable to their own fancy. 4.

How they are upbraided with it; "Come to Bethel,

to Gilgal, bring the sacrifices and tithes yourselves,

proclaim and publish to the nation the free-offer-

ings, pressing them to bring in abundance of such,

go on in this way;" that is, (1.) "It is plain that

you are resolved to do it, whatever God and con-

science say to the contrary." (2.) "Your prophets

shall let you alone in it, and not admonish you as

they have done, for it is to no purpose; Let ?ii tran
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tirive or rebuke his neighbour," (3.) "Yourfool-
1 sh hearts shall be more and more darkened and be-
sotted, and you shall be quite given up to these
ittrong delusions to believe a lie." (4.) " What will

you get by it? Come to Bethel, and multi/ily your
sacrijices; and see what the better you will be, what
returns you will have to your sacrifices, what stead

the)' will stand you in, in the day of distress; You
shall be ashamed of Bethel your conjidejicc," Jcr.

xlviii. 13. (5.) " Come, and transgress, come, a.nA

multijihj your transgressions, that ye xn-Ay Jill iiji

the nwasure of your iniquity, and be ripened for

ruin. Thus Christ said to Judas, IVhat thou doest,

do cjuickit/; and to tlie Jews, Jtill ye u/i the measure

of yourfathers, Matth. xxiii. 32.

G. And I also have given you cleanness

of teeth in all your cities, and want of bread

in all your places; yet have ye not returned

unto nie, saitii the Lord. 7. And also I

have withholden the rain from you, when
there ivere yet three months to the harvest:

and I caused it to rain upon one city, and
caused it not to rain upon another city: one
piece was rained upon, and the piece where-

upon it rained not withered. 8. So two or

three cities wandered unto one city, to drink

water; but they were not satisfied : yet have
ye not retained unto me, saith the Lord.
9. I have smitten you with blasting and
mildew : when your gardens, and your vine-

yards, and your fig-trees, and your olive-

trees increased, the pahner-worm devoured
them • yet have ye not returned unto me,
saith the Lord. 10. I have sent among
you the pestilence, after the manner of

Egypt: your young men have I slain with

the sword, and have taken away your
horses ; and I have made the stink of your
camps to come up unto your nostrils : yet

have ye not returned unto me, saith the

Lord. 11. I have overthrown some of you,

as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah,
and ye were as a firebrand plucked out of

tlie burning: yet have ye not returned unto
me, saith the Lord. 12. Therefore thus

will I do unto thee, O Israel : and because
I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy

God, O Israel. 13. For, lo, he that formeth

the mountains, and createth the wind, and
declareth unto man what is his thought, that

maketli the morning darkness, and treadeth

upon the high places of the earth, The
Lord, the God of hosts, is his name.

Here,
I. God complains of his people's incorrigibleness

under the judgments which he had brought upon
them, in order to their humiliation and reformation.
He liad by several tokens intimated to them his dis-

pleasure, with this design, that they might by re-

pentance make their peace with him; but it had not
that effect. It is five times repeated in these verses,

as the burthen of the charge, " Yet liave you not re-

turned unto me, saith the Lord; you have been se-

veral \\mes corrected, but in vain; you are not rf-
claimed, there is no sign of amendment. You have

Vol. IV —6 G

been sent for by one messenger after another, but

you have not come back; you have not come home."
1. This intimates that that which God designed in

all his i)rovidential rebukes, was, to reduce tlicm to

their allegiance, to influence them to return to liim.

2. That, if they had returned to their God, they

should have been accepted, he would have bid tlicm

welcome, and the troubles they were in shculd liave

been removed. 3. That the reason why God sent

further troubles, was, because former tr( ublcs had
not done the work, otherwise it is 710 pleasure to

the jilmighty that he should afflict. 2. That God
was grieved at their cbstinacy, and took it unkindly
that they should force him to do that which lie did

so unwillingly; " You have not rcturjicd to vw from
whom you have revolted, to 7ne with wlioni yiu are

in covenant, to me who stand ready to receive you,

to me who have so often called you."
Now, to aggravate their incorrigibleness, and to

justify himself in inflicting greater judgments, he re-

counts the lesser judgments with which he had tried

to bring them to repentance.

( 1. ) There had sometimes been a scarcity ofpro-
visions, though there was no visible cause of it; {v.

6.) "I have givett you clean?iess of teeth in all your
cities, for you had no meat to chew, whereby your
teeth might be fouled;" especially no flesh, which
dirties the teeth; or emfitiness of teeth, nothing to fill

your mouths with. "Bread, the stafl^ ef life, has
been wanting, for you have sow?? much and brought
in little;" as Hag. i. 9. Some think this refers to

that se^>e7i years' famine that was in Elisha's time,

which we read of, 2 Kings \'iii. 1. Now when God
thus took au<ay their corn in the season thereof, be
cause they had prepared it for Baal, they should
have said, We will go and return to our first hits

band, having paid dear for leaving him; but it had
not that eflFect; They have not returned to me, saith

the Lord.

(2.) Sometimes they had wanted rain, and then
of course they wanted the fruits of the earth. This
evil was of the Lord; / have withholden the rain

from you. God has the key of the clouds, and if

he shut iiJi, who can open ? v. 7. The i-ain was
withheld tvheti there were yet three months to the

harvest, at the time when they used to have it; and
tlierefore the withholding of it was an extraordinary
thing, and if the course of nature was altered, they
must therein own the hand of the God of nature;
and it was at a time when they most needed it, and
tlierefore the want of it was a very sore judgment,
and blasted their expectations of a crop at harvest.

And one circumstance which made this verv re-
markable, was, that when there were some places
that wanted rain, and withered for want of it, there
were other places near adjoining that had it in abun-
dance. God caused it to rain upon one citv, and
not upon another, in the same country; nav, he
caused it to rain up07i onefield, one piece of a field,

and it was thereby made fruitful and ^flourishing,

but on the next field, on the other side of the hedge,
nay, on another part of the same field, it rained not
at all, and it was so long without rain, that all the
products of it withered.
No doubt this was literally true, and there were

many instances of it, which were generally taken
notice of. Now, [1.] By this it appeared that the
withholding of the rain was not casual, but b}' a di-

vine direction and disposal; that the cloud which
waters the earth is turned rou7id about by the coun-
sels of God, to do whatsoever he co7nmands it,

whetherfor correction, or for his land, or for mer-
cy. Job xxxvii. 12, 18. Rain does not go by pla7iets,

(as common people speak,) but as God sends it by
his winds. [2.] We have reason to think that those
cities on which it rai7ied not, were the most infa-

mous for wickedness, such as Bethel and Gilgal,
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(v. 4. ) and that those on which it rained, were such
ds retained something of religion and virtue among
them. And so in the town-fields it rained, or rained
not, upon the piece, according, as the owner was; for

we are sure tlie curse of the Lord is in the house,

and upon tlie ground, of the nvicked, but he blesses

the habitation ofthejust, and his field is 3.field that

the Lord has blessed. [3.] It would be the greater

grlet and vexation to those whose fields withered for

want of rain, to see their neighbour's fields well

watered and flourishing. My servants shall eat, but
ye shall be hungry, Isa. Ixv. 13. The "wicked shall

see it, and be g-rieved. Probably, those that were
o/i/iressed, were rained upon, and sotliey recovered
their losses, while the oppressors withered, and so

lost their gains. [4.] Yet as to the nation in gene-
ral, it was a mixture of mercy with the judgment,
and, consequently, strengthened the call to repent-
ance and reformation, and encouraged them to hc^pe

for all mercy, in their returns to God, since there
was so such mercy even in God's rebukes of them.
But because they did not make a good use of this

gracious allay to the extremity of the judgment,
they liad not the benefit of it, which otlierwise they
might have had, for {v. 8.) Tivo or three cities

wandered at uncertainty, as beggars, unto one city,

to drink nuater, and, if possible, to h;ive some to ear-

ly home with them, but they mere not satisfied; it

was but here and there one city that had water,
while many wanted, and then it was not, as usual,

Usus com/nmiis aguarum— IVater is free to all;

they that had it, had occasion for it, or knew not
how soon they might, and therefore could afford but
little to them that wanted, saying. Lest there be not

enough for us and you. They that came drank
water, but they were not satisfied, because they
drank it by measure, and with astonishment ; and
they that drink of this water, shall thirst again,
John iv. I'3. They were not satisfied, because their

desires were greedy, and what they had God did
not bless to them. Hag. i. 6.

And now, one would think, when they met with
all this disappointment, they should have considered
their ways, and repented; but it had not that effect;

"Yet have ye 7iot returned to me, no, not so much as

to pray in a right manner for tlie former and latter

rain," Zech. x. 1. Sec the folly of carnal hearts;

they will wander from city to city, from one ci'eature

to another, in pursuit of satisfaction, and still they
miss of it; they labour for that which satisfies 7ioi,

(Isa. Iv. 2. ) and yet, after all, they will not return
to God, will not incline their ear to him in whom
they might have satisfaction. The preaching of the
gospel is as rain; God sometimes blesses one place
with it more than another; some countries, some
cities are, like Gideon's fleece, wet with this dew,
while the ground about is dry; all nvithers where
this rain is wanting; but it were well if people were
but as wise for their souls as they are for their

bodies, and, when they have not this rain near them,
would go and seek it where it is to be had; if they
seek aright, they shall not seek in vain.

(3.) Sometimes the fruits of their ground were
eaten up by caterpillars, or blasted with mildew;
(t>. 9.) heaven and earth are armed against those
who. have made God their Enemy; when God
pleased, that is, when he was displeased, [1.] They
suffered by a malig?iant air; the influence of which,
either too hot or too cold, blasted their fruits,

witli a force that could be neither discerned nor re-

sisted, and against which there was no defence. [2.]
They suffered by malignant animals. Their vine-
yards and gardens yielded their increase in great
abundance, so did the\r fig-trees and olive-trees, but
the fiatmer-worm devoured them before the fruits

were ripe, and fit to be gathered in; this was either

the same judgment with that which we read of, Joel

i. 4, 6. or a lesser judgment of the same nature, »enl

before to give warning of that. But they did n^t
take warning; Yet ye have not returned unto me.

(4.) Sometimes the filague had raged among
them, and the sword of war had cut off multitudes,
X'. 10. The pestilence is God's messenger, this he
sent among them, with directions whom to strike

dead, and it was done; it was a pestilence after the

manner ofEgyfit; deaths were scattered among them
by the hand of a deslroyi7ig angel at midnight. And
perhaps this pestilence, as that of Egypt, fastened
upon the first-born; in the way of Egypt, so the
margin; when they were making their escape to

Egypt, or going thither to seek for aid, the pesti-

lence seized them by the way, and stopped their

journev. The sword of war is likewise the sword
of the Lord; this was drawn among them with com
mission; and then it slew their young men, the
strength of the present generation, and tlie seed of

the next. God says, / hax'e slain them; he avows
the execution. The slain of the Lord are many.
The enemy took away their horses, and converted
them to their own use; and the dead carcases of

those that were slain either with sword or pes-
tilence were so many, and for want of surviving

friends, were left so long unburied, that the stench

of their cam/is came up into their nostrils, and was
both noisome and dangerous, and might put them
in mind of the offtnsiveness of their sin to God. And
vet this did not prevail tohumble and reclaim them;
You have not relurried to him that smites you. Such
a rueful, woful sight as this, prevailed not to make
them religious.

(5.) In these and other judgments some were re-

markably cu< q^, and made monuments o{ justice,

others were remarkably spared, and made monu-
ments of mercy, the setting of which the one over
against the other, one would have tliought likely to

work upon them, but it had not its effect, i'. 11.

[1. ] Some were quite ruined, their families de-
stroyed, and themselves in them ; / have overthrown
some of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Go-
morrah, perhaps consumed them with lightning, as

Sodom was, or the houses were, some other way,
burnt to the ground, and the inhabitants in them.
Sodom and Gnmorrali, are said to be condemned
with an overthrow, and so made an example, 2 Pet.

ii. 6. God had threatened to destroy the whole
land with such an overthrow as that of Sodom,
Deut. xxix. 23. But he began with some particular

places first, to give them warning, or perhaps with
some particular persons, whose sins went before-

hand to judgment. [2.] Others very narrowly
escaped; "Ye were many of you as a. firebrand
plucked out of the burning, like Lot out of Sodom,
when the fire had already kindled upon you; and
yet you hate sin never the more for the danger it

has brought you to, nor lo\'e God ever the more for

the deliverance he wrought for you; you tliat have
been so signally delivered, and in such a distinguish-

ing way, have not returned unto me.
"

II. God, in the close, calls upon his people, now
at length, in this their day, to understand the things

that belong to their peace, before they were hid

from their eyes, v. 12, 13. Observe here,

1. How God threatens them with sorer judgments
than any they had yet been under; " Therefore, see-

ing you have been wrought upon by correction

hitherto, thus will I do unto thee, O Israel." He
does not say how he will do, but it shall be some- .

thing worse than had come yet, John v. 14. Or,
" Thus I will go on to do urito thee, following one
judgment with another, hke the plagues of Egypt,
till i have made a full end. " Nothing else but refor-

mation will prevent the ruin of a sinful people. If

they turn not to him, his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still. I willpunish you
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^et seven titnes more, if you ivillnot be reformed; so

It was written in the liiw, Lev. xxvi. 23, 24.

2. How he awakens them therefore to think of

making their peace witli God: "Seeing I will do
this unto thee, and tliei'e is no renndy, prcjiare to

meet thy God, Israel;" that is, (i.) "Consider
how unable thou art to meet him as a combatant."
Some m;ike it to be sjjoken by way of irony or chal-
lenge; "Prepare to meet God, who is coming forth
to contend witli thee; what armour of proof canst
thou put on.' What courage canst thou steel thy-
self with .' Alas, it is but putting briers and thorns
before a consuming Fire, Isa. xxvii. 4, 5. Art thou
able witli less tlian 10,000, to meet him that comes
fortli against thee with more than 20,000 ?" Luke
xiv. 31. (2.) " Resolve therefore to meet him as a
penitent, as a humble sii/i/ilicant; to meet him as
thy God, in covenant with thee, to submit, and stand
it out no longer." We must prepare to ?neet God
in the way of' his judgments, (Isa. xxvi. 8.) to take
hold on his strength, that we may makefieace. Note,
Since we cannot flee from God, we are concemed to

prepare to meet him; and therefore he gives us
warning, that we may firepare. When we are to

meet lum in his ordinances, we must prepare to

meet him, prepare to seek him.
3. How he sets forth the gi-eatness and power of

God as a reason why we should prepare to meet
him, V. 13. If he be such a God as he is here de-
scribed to be, it is folly to contend with him, and our
duty and interest to make our peace with him; it is

good having him our Friend, and bad having him
our Enemy. (1.) Heformed the inountains, made
the earth, the strongest, stateliest parts of it, and by
the word of his power still upholds it and them.
Whatever are the products of the everlasting moun-
tains, he formed them; whatever salvation is hoped
forfrom hills and mountains, he is the Founder of
It, Ps. Ixxxix. 11, 12. He that formed the great
mountains, can make them plain, when they stand
in the way of his people's salvation. (2. ) He creates

the wind: the power of the air is derived from him,
and directed by him; he brines the wind out of his

treasures, and orders from what point of the com-
pass it shall blow; and he that made it, rules it; even
the winds and the seas obey him. (3. ) He declares
unto man what is his thoughts; he makes known his

counsel by his servants the prophets to the children
of men, the thought of his justice against impenitent
sinners, and the thought of good he thinks toward
those that repent. He can also make known, for

he perfectly knows, the thought that is in man's
heart; he understands it afar off, and in the day of
conviction will set the evil thouglits among the other
sins of sinners in order before them. (4. ) He often
makes the morning darkness, by thick clouds over-
spreading the sky immediately after the sun rose
bright and glorious; so when we look for prosperity
and joy, he can dasli our expectations with some un-
looked-for calamity. (5. ) He treads upon the high
places of the earth; is not only higher than the high-
est, but has dominion over all, tramples upon proud
men, and upon the idols that were worshipped m the
highest places. (6.) Jehovah, the God of hosts is

his name, for he has his being of himself, and is the
Fountain of all being, and all the hosts of heaven
and earth are at his command. Let us humble our-
selves before this God, prepare to meet him, and
give all diligence to make him our God, for happy
the people whose God he is, who have all this power
engaged for them.

CHAP V.
The scope of this chapter is to prosecute the exhortation

given to Israel in the close of the foregoing chapter, to
prepare to meet hia God ; he here tells them, I. What
preparation they must make; they must seek the Lord,
ana not seek any more to idols; (v. 4..'!.) they must

seek good, and love It, v. 14, 15. IT. Why Ihpy must
make this preparation to meet their God. I. BVc-aust

of the present deplorable condition (hey were in, v. I.. 3.

2. Because it was by sin that they were brought into

such a condition, v. 7, 10 . . 12. 3. Because it would be
their happiness to seek God, and he was ready to be

found of them, v. 8, 9, 14. 4. Because he would proceed,

in his wrath, to their utter ruin, if they did not seek hiai,

V. 5, 6, 13, 16, 17. 5. Because all their confidences

would fail them, if thev did not seek unto God, and make
him their Friend, (l.j Their profane contempt of God's
judgments, and setting thein at defiance, would not se-

cure them, V. 18.. 20. (2.) Their external services in

religion, and the shows of devotion, would not avail to

turn away the wralh of God, v. 21 . . 24. (3.) Their
having been Ion'' in possession of church-privileges, and
in a course of holy duties, \vould not be their protection,

while all along they had kept up their idolatrous customs,

V. 25 . . 27. Tlicy have therefore no way left them to

save themselves, but by repentance and reformation.

1. TTEAR ye tliis word which I take up
11 against you, even a lamentation, O

house of Israel. 2. The virgin of Istaei is

fallen ; she shall no more rise : she is forsaken

upon her land ; tlicre is none to raise her up-

3. For tiius saith the Lord God, The city

that went out bi/ a thousand shall leave a

hundred, and tiiat uhich went forth bi/ a

hundred shall leave ten, to the house of Is-

rael.

This chapter begins, as those two next foregoing

began, with. Hear this word. Where God has a
mouth to speak, we must have an ear to hear; it is

our duty, it is our interest; yet so stupid are most
men, that thev need to be again and again called

upon to hear the word of the Lord; to give audience,

to give attention; hear this word. This convincing,

awakening word must be heard and heeded, as well

as words of comfort and peace; the word that is

taken up against us, as well as that which makes
for us; for, whether we hear or forbear, the word
ofGod shall take effect, and not a tittle of it shall fall

to the ground. It is the word which I take up—not
the prophet only, but the God that sent him. It is

the word that the Lord has spoken, ch. iii. 1.

The word to be heard is a lamentation, a lamen-
table account of the present calamitous state of

the kingdom of Israel, and a lamentable predic-
tion of its utter destruction. Their condition is

sad; The xnrgin of Israel is fallen, (z>. 2.) is

come down from what she was; that state, though
not pure and chaste as a virgin, yet was beautiful
and gay, and had its charms; she looked high her-
self, and was courted by many as a virgin; but she
is fallen into contempt and poverty, and is univer-
sally slighted; nay, and their condition is helpless;
She shall no more rise, shall never recover her for-

mer dignity again. God had lately begun to cut
Israel short, (2 Kings x. 32. ) and because they re-
pented not, it was not long before he cut Israet
down.

1. Their princes, that should have helped them
up, were disabled; She is forsaken upon her land.
Not only those she was in alliance with abroad
failed her, but her friends at home deserted her;
she had not been carried captive into a strange land,
if she had not first been forsaken upon her own
land, and thrown to the ground there, and all her
true interests abandonedhy those that should have
had them at heart. There is none to raise her up,
none that can do it, none that cares to lend her a
hand.

2. Their people, that should have helped them
up, were diminished, v. 3. The city that had a
militia a thousand strong, and in the beginning ot

the war, liad furnished out a thousand effective
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men, able-bodied and well armed, when they come
to review their troops after the battle, shall find but
a hundred left; and, in proportion, the city that

sent out a hundred, shall have but ten come back;
so great a slaughter shall be made, and sofeiu left to

the house of Israel for the public service and safety.

Scarcely one in ten shall escape of the hands that
should relieve this abject, this dejected nation.

Note, The lessening of the numbers of God's spi-

ritual Israel by death or desertion, is just matter for

lamentatmn; for by whom shall Jacob arise, by
whom shall the decays of piety be repaired, when
ne is thus made small.

4. For thus saith the Lord unto the

house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall

live. 5. But seek not Beth-el, nor enter

into Gilgal, and pass not to Beer-sheba:

for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, and
Beth-el shall come to nought. 6. Seek the

Lord, and ye shall live; lest he break out

like fire in the house of Joseph, and devour
it, and there be none to quench it in Beth-el.

7. Ye who turn judgment to wormwood,
and leave off righteousness in the earth, 8.

Seek him that maketh the seven stars and
Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into

the morning, and maketh the day dark with

night: that calleth for the waters of the

sea, and poureth them out upon the face of

the earth : The Lord is his name: 9. That
strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong,

so that the spoiled shall come against the

fortress. 10. They hate him that rebuketh

in the gate, and they abhor him that speak-

eth uprightly. 11. Forasmuch, therefore,

as yom- treading is upon the poor, and ye
take from him burdens of wheat; ye have
built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not

dwell in them; ye have planted pleasant

vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine of

them. 1 2. For I know your manifold trans-

gressions and your mighty sins : they afflict

the just, they take a bribe, and they turn

aside the poor in the gate from their right.

13. Therefore the prudent shall k6ep silence

ui that time; for it is an evil time. 14.

Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live

;

and so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be

with you, as ye have spoken. 15. Hate
the evil, and love the good, and establish

judgment in the gate: it may be that the

Lord God of hosts will be gracious unto

the remnant of Joseph.

This is a message from God to the house of Israel,

in which,
I. They are told of their faults, that they might

sec what occasion there was for them to rejient and
reform, and that, when they were called to return,

they might not need to ask. Wherein shall we re-

turn? God tells them in general, (i'. 12.) "/ knoiv
your manifold transgressions, and your mighty
sins; and you shall be made to know them too.

In our penitent reflections upon our sins, we must
consider, as God does in his judicial remarks upon

them, and will do in the great day, 1. That chey
are very numerous; they are our manifold trans-

gressions; sins of various kinds, and often repeated.
O what a multitude of vain and vile thoughts lodge
within us I What a multitude of idle, foolish, wick-
ed words have been spoken by us! In what a mul-
titude of instances have we gratified and indulged
our corrupt appetites and passions! And how many
are our omissions of duty, and in duty! Who can
understand his errors? Who can tell how often he
offends? God knows how many, just how many, our
transgressions are, none of them pass him unob-
served; we know that they are to us innumerable,
more than the hair's of our head; and we liave rea-

son to see what danger we have brought ourselves
into, and what abundance of work we have made
for repentance, by our manifold transgressions, by
the numberless number of our sins of daily incursion.

2. That some of them are very heinous; tliey are
our mighty sins; sins that are more exceeding sirful
in their own nature, and by being committed pre-
sumptuously, and with a liigh hand; sins against the
light of nature, flagrant crimes, that are mighty to

overpower your convictions, and to pull down judg-
ments upon you.

He specifies some of these mighty sins. (].)

They corrupted the ivorshifi of God, and turned to

idols; that is implied, v. 5. They had sought to

Bethel, where one of the golden calves was; they
had frequented Gilgal, a place which they chose to

set up idols in, because it had been made famous in

the days of Joshua b\' God's wonderful appearances
to, and for, his people. Beer-sheba likewise, a
place that had been famous in the days of the patri-

archs, was now another rendezvous of idols; as we
find also, ch. viii. l-l. And thither they passed,

though it lay at a distance, in the land of Judah.

Now, having thus shamefully gone a whoring
from God, no doubt they should have felt them-
selves concerned to rrtun; to him. (2.) Thev/2e?--

i'ertfrf_/i«;/ce among themselves; {v. 7.) "\etui-n
judgment to ivormivood; ye make your adminis-

trations of justice bitter and nauseous, and highly

disjjleasing both to God and man."
That fruit is become a weed, a weed in the gar-

den; as nothing is moi-e venerable, nothing more
valuable, than justice duly administered, so nothing

is more hurtful, nothing more aliominable, than de-

signedly doing wrong, under colour and pretence
of doing right. Corru/itio optimi est pcssima— The
best, when corrupted, becomes the worst. \e leave

off righteousness in the earth; as if those that do
wrong were accountable to the God of heaven only,

and not to the princes and judges of the earth; thus

it was as before the flood, when the earth was Jilted

luith violence. {5.) They were very oppressive to

the poor, and made them poorer; they tj-ead upon
the poor, {y. 11.) trampled upon them, hectored
over them, made them their footstool, and were
most imperious and barbarous to those that were
most obsequious and submissive; they cared not

what shame and slavery tliey put them to who
were poor, and such as they could get nothing by.

That was it that the judges aimed at, nothing but to

enrich themselves; and therefore they took from
the poor burthens of wheat, took it by extortion,

either by way of bribe or by usury. The poor had
no other way to save themselves from being trodden

upon, and trodden to dirt, by them, than by pre-

senting to them horse-loads of that corn which they

and their families should have had to subsist upon;

and they forced them to do it. They took from the

poor debts ofwiieat; so some read it. It was legally

due either for rent or for com lent, but they exact

ed it with rigour from those who were disabled by
the providence of God to pay it, as Neh. v. 2, 5.

In demanding and recovering even cf a just debt, wn
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must take heed lest we act either unjustly or un-

charitably. This sin of oppression thev are again

charged with, (x". 12.) They afflict the just, by
turning the edge of tlie law and of the sword of

justice against tliose tliat are the innocent and quiet

in the lajid; they therefore hated men, because tliey

were more righteous than tliemsclves, and he that

defiartedfrom evil, tliereby made himself a firey to

them. Tliey take a bribe from the ricli to patronize

and protect them in oppressing the poor; so that he
who has money in his hand, is sure to have tlie

judge and judgment on his side, be his cause ever so

bad- Tlius they turn aside the poor in the gate, in

the courts of justice, /ro;n their right. If the poor

sue for their right, wlio cannot bribe them, or are

so ho?iest, tliat they ivill not, though they have it

ever so clear in view, and ever so near, yet they are

turned away from it by their unrighteous sentence,

and cannot corneal it. And therefore the /irude?tt

will kcefi silence, v. 13. Men will reckon it their

j'lrudence, when they are wronged and injui-ed, to

be silent, and make no complaints to the magis-
trates, for it will be to no purpose, they shall not

have justice done tliem. (4. ) Tliey were malicious

persecutors of God's faithful ministers and people,

V. 10. Their hearts were so fully set in them to do
evil, that they could not bear to be reproved, [1.]

By the ministry of the word; by the reading and ex-
pounding of the law, and the messages which the

Erophets delivered to them, in the name of the
lOrd. They hate him that rebukes in the gate, in

the gate of the Lord's house, or in their courts of

justice, or in the places of concourse, where wisdom
is lifting up her voice, Prov. i. 21. Reprovers in

the gate are reprovers by office; these they hated,

counting them tVieir enemies because they told them
the truth, as Ahab h ited Micaiah. They not only

desfiised them, but had an enmity to them, and
sought to do tliem miscliief. Those that hate re-

jiroof, love ruin. [2.] By the conversation of their

honest neighbours. Though things were generally

\'ery bad, yet there were some among them that

s/iake u/irightly, that made conscience of what they
said, and as it was their praise, so it was the shame
of those that s/mke deceitfully, and condemned
them, as Noah's faith condemned tlie unbelief of

the old world, and for that reason they abhorred
them; they were such inveterate enemies to the
thing called honesty, that tliey could not endure the
sight of an honest man.

All tliat have any sense of the common interest

of mankind, will love and value such as s/ieak ufi-

rightly, for veracitv is the bond of liuman society;

to what a pitch of folly and madness then were
they arrived, who, having banished all notions of

justice out of their own hearts, would have tliem

banished out of the world too, and so put mankind
into a state of war, for they abhor him that s/ieaks

ji/trightly! And for this reason the prudent shall

kee/i silence in that time, v. 13. Prophets cannot,

dare not, keep silence; the impulse they are under
will not allow them to act on prudential considera-
tions, they must cry aloud, and not spare; but as

for other wise and good men, they shall keep si-

lence, and shall reckon it is xUe'w prudence to do so,

because it U an evil time. First, They shall think
it dangerous to complain, and therefore shall keep
silence; this was one way in which they afflicted the

just, that bv false suggestions and strained ;>;7!Hen-

does they made men offenders for a word; (Isa.

xix. 21.) and tlierefore the prudent, who were wise
as serpents, because they knew not how what they
said might be misinterpreted and misrepresented,
were so cautious as to say nothing, lest they should
run themselves into a fir<f,munire, because it was
an evil time. Note, Through the iniquity of the
times, as good men are hid, so good men are silent.

and it is theii' wisdom to be so; littlt said soon
amended. But it is their comfort that they may
speak freely to God, when they know not whom else

they can speak freely to. Secondly, They shall think
itfruitless to reprove. They see what wickedness is

committed, and their spirits are stirred up, as Paul's

at Athens; but they shall think it prudent not to

bear an open testimony against it, because it is to no
purpose. They are joined to their idols, let them
alone. Let no man strive or rebuke another; for it

is but casting pearls before swine. The cautious

men will say to a bold reprover, as Erasmus to

Luther, .^bi in cellam, et die. Miserere mei, Domine—.,iway to thy cell, and cry. Have mercy on me, O
Lord. Let gi-avc lessons and counsels be kept for

better men, and better times. And there is a time
to keep silence as well as a time to s/ieak, Eccl. iii.

7. £vil times will not bear plain dealing; that is,

evil men will not. And the men the prophet here
speaks of, had reason to think themselves evil men
indeed, when wise and good men thought it in vain
to speak to them, and were afraid of having any
thing to do with them.

II. They are told of their danger, and what judg-
ments they lay exposed to for their sins. 1. The
places of their idolatry are in danger of being i-uined

m the first place, v. 5. Gilgal, the head-quarters
of idolatry, shall go i?ito captivity; not only its in-

habitants, but its images, and Bethel with its gold-

en calf, shall co/ne to naught. The victorious ene-
my shall ?nake nothing of it, so easily shall it be
spoiled; and shall bring it to nothing, so effectually

shall it be spoiled. Idols were always vanity, and
things of naught, and so they shall prove when God
appears to abolish them. 2. The body of the king-
dom is in danger of being mined with them, v. 6.

There is danger, lest, if you seek him not in time,

he break out like a fire in the house of Joseph, and
devour it; for our God is a righteous Judge, is a
consuming Fire, and the men of Israel, as crimi-
nals, are stubble before him; wo to those that make
themselves fuel to the fire of God's wrath ! It fol-

lows. And there shall be noiie to quench it in Bethel;
there their idols were, and their idolatrous priests,

thither they brought their sacrifices, and there they
offered up their prayers; but God tells them that
when the fire of his judgments kindles upon them,
all the gods they served at Bethel should not be
able to qtiench it, should not turn away the judg-
ment, or be any relief to them under it. Thus they
that make an idol of the world, will find it insuffi-

cient to protect them, when God comes to reckon
with them for their 6])iritual idolatry. 3. What
they have got by oppression and extortion shall be
taken from them; \v. 11.) " You have built houses

of hewn stone, which you thought would be lasting;

but ye shall not dwell in them, fiir your enemies
shall burn them down, or possess them for them-
selves, or take you into captivity. You have planted
pleasant vineyards, have contrived how to make
them every way agreeable, and have promised
yourselves many a pleasant walk in them; but you
shall be forced to walk off, and shall never drink
wine of them.
The law had tenderly provided that if a man had

built a house, or planted a vineyard, he should be at

his liberty to return from the wars, Deut. xx. 5, 6.

But now the necessity would be so urgent, that it

would not be allowed, all must go to the battle, and
many of those who had lately been building and
planting, should fall in battle, and never enjoy what
they had been labouring for. What is not honestly
got is not likely to be long enjoyed.

III. They are told their duty, and have great
encouragement to set about it in good earnest, and
good reason. The duties here prescribed to them are,

godliness and honesty, seriousness in their applica-
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tions to God, and justice in their dealings with men;
and each of these is here pressed iipon tliem with
proper arguments to enforce the exhortation.

1. They are here exhorted to be sincere and de-

vout in their addresses to God, v. 4. God says to

tlie /louse if Israel, See/c ye me, and with good rea-

son; {ov should not a fieo/ile seek unto their God?
Isa. viii. 19. Whitlier else should they go but to

their Protector? Israel was a jirince with God; let

liis descendants seek the Lord, as he did, and they

shall be so too. Now, in order to their doing of this,

tliey must abandon theii' idolatries. God is not

sought truly, if lie be not sought only, for lie will

endure no rivals; " Seek ye the Lord, and seek not

Bethel, (f. 5.) consult not your idol-oracles, nor
ask. at the mouth of the priests of Bethel; seelc not

to the golden calf there for protection, nor bring

your prayers and sacrifices any longer tliither, or to

Gilgal, for you forsake your own mercies, if you
observe those lying vanities. But seek the Lord;
(y. 6, 8. ) inquire after him, inquire of him; seelc to

know his mind as your rule, to secure his favour as

your felicity. " To press this exliortation, we are

bid to consider, (1.) What we shall get by seeking

God; it will be our life, we sliall find him, and shall

be liappy in him. So he tells them himself; {v. 4.

)

Seek ye me, and ye shall live. So the prophet tells

them; {v. 6.) Seek the Lord, and ye shall live.

They that seek fierishing gods, shall jierish with
them, {v. 5.) but they that seek the living God,
shall live with him: " You shall be delivered from
the killing judgments which you are threatened

with; your nation shall live, shall recover from its

present languishings; your so«/s shall live, you shall

be sanctified and comforted, and made for ever
blessed; Ye shall live." (2.) What a God he is,

whom we are to seek, v. 8, 9.

[1.] He is a God of almighty power himself.

Tbe idols were impotent things, could do neither

good nor evil, and therefore it was folly either to

fear or trust them ; but the God of Israel does every
thing, and can do any thing, and therefore we ought
to seek to him; he challenges our homage, who has

all power in his hand, and it is our interest to have
him on our side.

Divers proofs and instances are here given of

God's power, as Creator, in the kingdom of nature,

as both founding and governing that kingdom.
Compare ch. iv. 13. First, Tlie stars are the

work of his hands; those stars wliich tiie heathens
worshipped, {v. 26.) the stars of your god, those

stars are God's creatures and servants. He makes
the sez'en stars and Orion, two very remarkable
constellations, which Amos, a herdsman, while he
kept his cattle by night, had particularly observed

the motions of. He made them at the first, he still

jnakes them to be what they are to this earth; and
either binds or looses t\is sweet influences oiV\e\a.d.es

and Orion, the two constellations here mentioned,
(Job xxxviii. 31.—ix. 9.) to which passages Amos
seems here to refer, putting them in mind of those

ancient discoveries of the glory of God before he
was called the God of Israel. Secondly, The con-

stant succession of day and night is under his direc-

tion, and is kept up ijy his power and providence.

It is he that turns the night (which is dark as the

shadow of death,') into the mominghy the rising of

the sun, and by the setting of the sun makes the day
dark with night; and the same power can, for hum-
ble penitents, easily turn affliction and sorrow into

prosperity and joy, but can as easily turn the pros-

perity of .presumptuous sinners into darkness, into

utter darkness. Thirdly, The rai?i rises and falls

as he appoints. He callsfor the waters of the sea;

out of them vapours are drawn up by the heat of

the sun, which gather into clouds, and are floured
out ufion the face of the earth, to water it, and

make it fruitful. This was the mercy that had
been withholdenfrom them of late; [ch. iv. 7.) and
therefore to whom should they apply themselves
but to him who had power to give it.' For all the
vanities of the heathen could not give rain, nor could
the heavens of themselves give showers, ler. xiv.

22. It is God that has made these things; Jehovah
is his name; the name by which the God of nature,

the God of the whole earth, has made himself
known to his people Israel, and covenanted with
them.

[2.] As he is a God of almighty power himself,

so he gives strength and power unto his fieofile that

seek him, and renews strength to those that had
lost it, if thev wait ufion him for it; for {v. 9.) he
strengthens the spoiled against the strong, to such a
degree, tli.at the spoiled come against the fortress,

and make bold and brave attacks ujjon those that

had spoiled them. This is an encouragement to the
people to seek the Lord, that if they do so, they shall

find him able to retrieve their affairs, when they are
brought to the lowest eblj; though they are the

spoiled, and their enemies are the strong, if they
can but engage God for them, they shall soon recruit

so as the next time to be not only the aggressors,

but the conquerors; they come against the fortress,
to make reprisals, and become masters of it.

2. They are here exhorted to be honest and just

in their dealings with men, (t'. 14, 15.) where ob-
serve,

(1.) The duty required; Seek good, and not evil.

Hate the evil, and love the good, and establishjudg-
ment in the gate; re-establish it there, whence it

has been banished, xk 7. Note, Things are not so

bad but that they may be amended, if the right

course be taken; we must not despair but that

grievances may be redressed, and abuses rectified;

justice may yet triumph there where injustice ty-

rannizes. In order to this, good must be loved and
sought, evil must be hated, and no longer sought.

We must love good principles, and adhere to them,
love to do good, and abound in it; love good people,

and good converse, and good duties; and, whatever
good we do, we must do itfrom a principle of love; do
it of choice and with delight. They who thus love

good, will seek it, will contrive to do all the good
they can, inquire for opportunities to do it, and en-

deavour it to the utmost of their power. They
will also hate evil, will abhor the thought of doing

an unjust thing, and abstain from all appearance
of it.

In vain do we pretend to seek God in our devo-

tions, if we do not seek good in our whole conversa-

tions.

(2.) The reasons annexed. [1.] This is thesKT-e

way to be happy ouiselves, and to have the con-

tinual presence of God with us. " Seek good and
not evil, that ynu may live, may escape the punish -

ment of the e\\\ you have sought and loved; {righ

teousness\lclix'ereth from death;') that you may have
the favour of God, which is your life, which is bet-

ter than life itself; that you may have comfort in

yourselves, and may live to some good purpose.

Vou shall live, for so the Lord God ofhosts shall bi

with you, and be your Life." Note, Those that

keep in the way of duty, have the preserice of God
with them, as the God of hosts, a God of almighty

power. " He will be with you as you have sjioken,

as vou have gloried; you shall have that really,

which, while you went on in unrighteous waj-s, you
only seemed to have, and boasted of as if you had."
They that truly repent and reform, enter into the

enjoyment of that comfort which before they had
only flattered themselves with the imagination of.

Or, "As you have prayed, when you sought the

Lord. Live up to your prayers, and you shall have

what you pray for.'' [2.] This is the likeliest way
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to make the nation hafifiy; "If you seek and love
that which is good, you may contribute to the saving
of tlie land from rum." It may be, the Lord God
•if hosts ivill be gracious to the remnant of Joseph;
tliough there is but a remnant left, if God be gra-

cious to that remnant, it will rise to a great nation

again; and if some among them turn from sin, es-

pecially if judgment be established in the gate,

thougli we cannot be certain, yet there is a great
probability, that public affairs will take a new and
Iiappy turn, and every thing will mend if men mend
their lives. Tempora". promises are made with an
If may be; and our prayers must be made accord-
ingly.

1 6. Therefore the Lord, the God of hosts,

tlie Lord, saith thus. Wailing shall be in

all streets; and they shall say in all the

highways, Alas! alas! And they shall call

the husbandman to mourning, and such as

are skilful of lamentation to wailing. 17.

And in all vineyards shall be wailing: for I

will pass througli thee, saith the Lord. 1 8.

Wo unto you that desire the day of the

Lord ! to what end is it for j'ou ? the day
of the Lord is darkness, and not light. 19.

As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear
met him ; or \vent into the house, and leaned
his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him.
20. Shall not the day of the Lord be dark-

ness, and not light' even very dark, and no
brightness in it?

Here is,

I. A very terrible threatening of destruction ap-
proaching, V. 16, 17. Because they would not take
the riglit course to obtain the favour of God, God
would take an effectual course to make them feel

the weight of his displeasure. The threatening is

introduced witli more than ordinary solemnity, to

strike an awe upon them ; it is not the word of the
prophet only, (if so, it might be made light of,) but
It is the Lord Jehovah, who has an infinite, eternal
being, it is the God of hosts, who has a boundless,
irresistible power, and it is Adonai—the Lord, who
has an absoluta, incontestable sovereignty, and an
universal dominion, it is he who says it, who can
and will make his words good, and he has said, 1.

That the land of Israel shall be fiut in mourning,
true mourning; that all places shall be filled with
Hmentation for the calamities coming upon them.
Look into the cities, and nvailing shall be in all

streets, in the great streets, in the by-streets. Look
into the country, and they shall say in all the high-
ways, .Has! alas! we are all undone ! The lamen-
tation shall be so great, as not to be confined within
doors, nor kept within the bounds of decency, but
it shall be proclaimed in tlie streets and highways,
and shall run wild. The husbandman shall be call-

ed from the plough by the calamities of his country
'.o the natural expressions of mourning; and be-
cause tlvose will come short of the merits of the
cause, such as are skilful of lamentation shall be
called to artificial mourning, to put accents upon the
lamentations of the real mourners with their Ahone,
ahone. Even in all the vineyards, where there
ased to be nothing but mirth and pleasure, there
shall be general wailing, wlien a foreign force in-

vades the country, lays all waste, and there is no
making any head against it, no weapons left but
prayers and tears. 2. That the land of Israel shall

be brought to ruin, and the advances of that ruin
are the occasion of all this wailing; I will fiass

through thee, as the destroying angel passed through
the land of Egypt to destroy the first-born, but then
passed over the houses of the Israelites. God's
judgments had often passed by them, but now they
shall pass through them, shall run them through.

II. A just and severe reproof to those wlio made
light of these threatenings, and impudently bid de-

fiance to the justice of God and his judgments, t'.

18. Wo unto you that desire the day of the Lord,
that really wish for times of war and confusion; as
some do who have restless spirits, and long for
changes, or who choose to fish in troubled waters,
hoping to raise their families, as some had done,
upon the ruins of their country; but the prophet
tells them that this should be so great a desolation,
that nobody could get by it. Or, it is spoken to those
who, in their waitings and lamentations for the ca-
lamities they were in, wished they might die, and
be rid out of their misery; as Job did, with passion.
The prophet shows them the folly of this. Do they
know what death is to those who are unprepared
for it, and how much more terrible it will be than
any thing that can befall them in this life? Or, ra-
ther, it is spoken to those who speak jestingly of
that day of the Lord, which the prophet spake so
seriously of; they desired\t, they challenged it; they
said. Let him do his worst, let him make speed, and
hasten his work, Isa. v. 19. IVhere is the promise
of his coming? 2 Pet. iii. 4. It intimates, 1. That
they do not believe it. They say that they wish it

would come, because they do not believe it will ever
come; nor will they believe it unless they see it. 2.

That they do not fear it; though they may have
some beliefoi it, yet they have so little consideration
of it, and their mind is so intent upon other things,

that they are under no apprehension at all of their
peril from it; instead of having the conscience to

dread it, they have the curiosity to desire it. In an-
swer to this,

(1.) He shows the follv of those who impudently
wished for any of God's judgments, and made a
jest of any of the terrors of the Lord; " To what
end is it for you that the day of the Lord should
come? You will find it both certain and sad; not a
thing to be bantered, for it is neither a thing to be
questioned whether it will come or no, nor a thing
to be turned off with a slight when it does come.
The day of the Lord is darkness, and not light, v.

18. Shall it not be so? v. 20. Do not your own con-
sciences tell you that it will be so, that it will be
x'ei-y dark, and no brightness in it?" Note, The day
of the Lord will be a dark, dismal, gloomy day to

all impenitent sinners; the day ofjudgment will be
so; and sometimes the day of their present trouble. '

And when God makes a day dark, all the world
cannot make it light.

(2.) He shows the follv of those who impatiently
wished for a change of God's judgments, in hopes
that the next will be better and more tolerable.

They desire the clay of the Lord, in hopes to mend
themselves, (though their hearts and lives be not
amended;) or, however, to know the worst. But
the prophet tells them that they know not what
they ask, v. 19. It is as if a man did flee from a
lion, and a bear met him, a beast of prey more cruel
and ravenous than a lion. Or as if a man, to escape
all dangers abroad, went into the housefor security,

and leaned his hand on the wall to rest himself, and
there a serpent bit him. Note, Those who are not
reformed by the judgments of God, will he pursued
by them; and if they escape one, another stands
ready to seize them; fear, and the pit, and a snare
surround them, Isa. xxiv. 17, 18. It is madness
therefore to defy the day ofthe Lord.

21. I hate, I despise your feast-days, and
I will not smell in your solemn assemblies.
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22. Though ye offer me burnt-offerings, and
your meat-offerings, I will not accept them:

neither will I regard the peace-offerings of

your fat beasts. 23. Take thou away from

me the noise of thy songs; for I will not

hear the melody of thy viols. 24. But let

judgment run down as waters, and righ-

teousness as a mighty stream. 25. Have
ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings

in the wilderness forty years, O house of

Israel? 26. But ye have borne the taberna-

cle of your Moloch and Chiuu your images,

the star of your god, which ye made to

yourselves. 27. Therefore will I cause you
to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith

the Lord, whose name is The God of

hosts.

Tlie scope of these verses is to show how little

God valued their shows of devotion, nay, how much
he detested them, while they went on in their sins.

Observe,
1. How unfileasing, nay, how disfileasing, their

hypocritical services were to God. They had their

feast-days at Bethel, in imitation of those at Jerusa-

lem, in which they pretended to rejoice before God;
they had their solemn asseiyiblies for religious wor-
ship, in which they jjut on the gravity of those who
come before God, as his people come, and sit Ix'fore

him as his people sit; they offered to God burnt-of-

ferings, to the honour of God, together with the

meat-offerings which by the law were to be offered

with them; they offered the fieacc-offerings, to im-

plore the favoui- of God, and they offered them of

the fat beasts that they had, i<. 21, 22. In imitation

likewise of the temple-music, they had the noise of
their songs, and the melody of their viols, {v. 23.)

vocal and instrumental music, with which tliey

praised God; witli these services they hoped to

make God amends for the sins they had committed,
and to obtain leave to go on in sin; and therefore

they were so far from being acce/itable to God, that

they were abominable. He hated, he despised,

their feast-days, not only desfiised them as no \'alua-

ble services done to liim, but hated them as an af-

front and provocation to liim, as we hate to see men
dissemble with us, pretend a respect for us, when
really they have none.

Nothin;;- more hateful, more desflicable, than hy-
pocrisy; he that blesseth hisfriend ivitli a loud voice,

it shall be cou7ited a curse, when it appears that his

heart is not with him. God will not smell in their

solemn assemblies, for there is nothing in them that

is grateful to him, but a great deal that is offensive.

Their sacrifices are not to liim of a stveet-smelling

savour, as Noah's was, Gen. vii\. 21. He will not

accejit them, he will not regard them, will not take

any notice of them, he will not hear the inelody of
their viols; for when sin is a jar in the harmony, it

grates in his ears; " Ta{-e it away," says God, " I

cannot bear it." Now this speaks, (1.) That sacri-

fice itself is of small account with God, in compari-

son witli moral duties; to love God and our neigh-

bour is better than all burnt-offering and sacrifice.

(2.) That the sacrifice of the wicked is really an

abomination to him, Prnv. xv. 8. Dissembled piety

is double iniquity, and so it will be found, when, if

any place in hell be hotter than other, that will be
the hvpocrite's portion.

2. What it was that he required in order to the

acceptableness of their aaci-ifices, and without which
no sacrifice would be acceptable; {v. 24.) Let
judgment run down as waters among you, a7id

righteousness as a mighty stream, (1.) "Let there
be a general reformation of 7nanners amcnt; you;
let religion, God'sjudgment andrighteousness, have
their due influence upon you; let your land be wa-
tered with it, and let it bear down'all the opposition
of vice and profaneness; let it i-un wide as ovei-flow-
ing waters, and yet i-un strong as a mighty stream."
(2. ) " In particular, let justice be duly adininistered
by magistrates and rulers; let not the current of it

be stopped by partiality and bribery, but let it come
freely as waters do, in the natural ccurse, let it be
Jiure as running waters, not viuddied with corrup-
tion, or whatever may pervert justice; let it run lilce

a mighty stream, and nut suffer itself to be obstruct-
ed, or its course retarded l)y tl\e fear of man ; let all

ha\'e free access to it as a conmion stream, and have
benefit bv it, as trees filanted by the rivers of wa-
ters." The great thing laid to Israel's charge was,
tuj-ning judgment into worynwood; (v. 7.) in that
matter therefore they must reform, Zech. \\\. 9.

This was it that God desired ?nore than sacrifices,

Hos. vi. 6. 1 Sam. xv. 22.

3. What little stress God had laid upon the law
of sacrifices, though it was his own law, in com])an-
son with the moral precepts; {v. 25.) Did ye offer
unto me sacrifices in the wilderness forty years?
No, you did not; for the greatest part of that time
sacrifice was very much neglected, because of the
unsettledness of their state: after the second year,
the passover was not kept till they were come into

Canaan, and other institutions were in like manner
intermitted; and yet, because God will have mercy
and not sacrifice, he never imputed the omission to

them as their fault, but continued his care of them,
and kindness to them; it was not that, but their

murmuring and unbelief, for which God was dis-

pleased with tlicm. He that so owned his people,
though they did not sacrifice, when in other thmgs
they kept close to him, will certainly disown them,
though they do' sacrifice, if in other things they
depart from him. But though ritual sacrifices may
thus be dispensed with, spiritual sacrifices will not;

even justice and honesty will not excuse for the want
of prayer and praise, a broken heart, and the love
of God. Stephen quotes this passage, (Actsvii. 42.)
to show the Jews that they ought not to think it

strange that the ceremonial law was repealed, when
from the beginning it was comparatively made light

of. Compare Jer. vii. 22, 23.

4. What little reason they had to expect that

their sacrifices should be acceptable to God, when
they and their fathers had been all along addicted
to the worship of other Gods. So some take xk '25.

Did you offer to 7ne sacrifices, to ME onl}'? No,
and therefore not at all to ME acceptably; for the
law of worshipping the Lord our God, is, ffi7n only
we ?nust Sfjiip. "Bitt yo7i have bor7ie the taber-

nacle of your Moloch, (v. 26.) little shrines that

you made to carry aljoiit with you, pocket-idols for

your private suijci-stition, when you durst not be
seen to do it publicly. You have had the images of

your Moloch—youi- Icing," (probably representing

the sun, that sits king among the heavenly bodies,)

"and Chiun, or J^etn/ihan;" as Stephen calls it,

Acts vii. 43. after tlie LXX. which, it is supposed,

represented Saturn, the highest of the se\'en planets.

Tlie worship of the sun, moon, and stars, was the

most ancient, most genei'al, and most plausible idola-

try; they made to the7nselves the star of their god,
some particul ir star which tliey took to be their god,

or the name of which they gave to their god. This
idolatry Israel was from the beginning prone to;

(Dent. iv. 19.) and those that retain anyaflfection for

false gods, cannot expect the favour of the t7-iie God.
5. What punishment God wouldjnflict \ipon them

' /27.) I will cause
~ mascus. Thev

1

for their persisting in idolatry; (v. 2!

you to go into captivity beyond Da
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vere led captive by Satan into idolatry, and therc-

foi-e (Jod caused them to go into captivity among
idolaters, and hurried them into estrange /and, who
were so fond of strange gods. They were carried

beyond Damascus; their captivity by the Assyrians

was far beyond tliat by the Syrians; for if lesser

judgments do not work that for whicli tliey were
sent, God will send greater. Or, the captivity of

[sracl under Shalmaneser, was far beyond that uf

Damascus under Tiglath-pileser, and nmch more
grievous and destructive, which was foretold, cli.

i. 5. For, as the sins of God's professing people are

greater tlian the sins of others, so it may be expected
that their jjunishments will be projiortionable. We
find the spoil of Damascus, and t;hat of Samaria,
caried off together by the king of Assyria, Isa. viii.

4. Stephen reads it, I ivill carry you away beyond
Babylon, (Acts vii. 43.) further than Judah shall

be carried, so far further, as not to return. And,
to make tliis sentence appear both the more certain,

and the more dreadful, he that passes it, calls him-
self t/ie Lord, whose name is, The God of hosts, and
who IS therefore able to execute the sentence, hav-
ing nosts at command.

CHAP. VI.
In this chapter we have, I. A sinful people studyinjr to put

a sUgltt upon God's threateniii;;s, and to make them ap-

Dear trivial; confiding in their privileges and pre-emi-
nences above other nations, (v. 2, 3.) and their po^ver,

,'v. 13.) and wholly addicted to their pleasures, v. 4. . 6.

II. A serious prophet studying to put a weight upon
God's threatenings, and to make them appear terrible,

by setting forth the severity of those judgments that

".vere coming upon those sensualists; (v. 7.) God's ab-
horring them, and abandoning them and theirs to death,
(v. 8. . . 11.) and bringing utter desolation upon them,
since they would not be wrought upon by the methods he
had taken for their conviction, v. 12. , 14.

' ^AT"^ '^^ them that arc at ease in Zion,

T and trust in the mountain of Sa-

maria, ichich are named cliief of tlie nations,

to whom the house of Israel came! 2. Pass

ye unto Caineli, and see ; and from thence

go ye to Hamath the great: then go down
to Gath of the Phihstines: be they better

than these kingdoms ? or their border greater

than your border ? 3. Ye that put far away
the evil day, and cause the seat of violence

to come near ; 4. That lie upon beds of

ivory, and stretch themselves upon their

couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock,

and the calves out of the midst of the stall

;

5. That chaunt to the sound of the viol,

and invent to themselves instruments of mu-
sic, like David ; 6. That drink wine in

bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief

ointments ; but they are not grieved for the

affliction of Joseph. 7. Therefore now shall

they go captive with the first that go cap-
tive, and the bantjuet of them that stretched

themselves shall be removed.
The first words of the chapter are the contents

of these verses; but tliey sound very strange, and
contrary to the sentiments of a vain world; Wo to

them that are at ease! We are ready to say, Hu/i/iy
they that are at ease, that neither /e-e/ any trouble,
norfear any, that lie soft and warm, and lay nothing
to heart ; and wise we think are they that do so,

that bathe themselves in the delights of sense, and
care not how tlie world goes. They are looked
upon as doing ivell for themselves, that do well for

Vol. IV.—6 H

their bodies, and make much of them; but against

them this too is denounced, and we are here told

what tlicir ease is, and what the too is.

I. Here is a description of their pride, securit)',

and sensuality, for which God would reckon with
them.

1. They were vainly conceited of their own
dignities, and thought those would vainly secure
them from the judgments threatened, and be their

defence against the wratli both of God and man.
(1.) Those that dwell in Zion, thought that was
honour and protection enough for them, and they
miglit there oe e/uiet from all /"car of evil, because
it was a strong city, well fortified both by nature
and art, (we read of Zion's strong holds, and her
bulwarks,) and because it was a royal city, where
were set the thrones of the house of David; it was
the head-city of Judah, and therefore trulj' great;
and especially because it was the holy city where
the temple was, and the testimony of Israel; they
that dwelt there doubted not but that God's sanc-
tuary would be a sanctuary to tlieni, and would shel-
ter tliem from his judgments. The temjile of the
Lord are these, Jcr. vii. 4. They are haughty be-
cause of the holy mountain, Zeph. iii. 11. l^fote.

Many are puffed up w ith pride, and rocked asleep
in carnal security, by their church-privileges, and
the place they have in Zion. (2.) Those that dwelt
in the mountain of Samaria, though it v/as not a
holy hilt, like that of Zion, yet they trusted in it,

because it was the metropolis of a potent kingdom,
and, perliaps, in imitation of Jerusalem, was the
head-quarters of its religion ; and by tract of time
the hill of Shemer became with them in as good
repute as the hill of Zion ever was. They hoped
for salvation from these hills and mountains. (3.)
Both these two kingdoms \'alued themselves upon
their relation to Israel, that prince with God, which
they looked upon as making them the chief of the
nations, more ancient and honourable than any of
them; thcjirst-fruits ofthe nations, (so the word is,)

dedicated to God, and sanctifying the whole harvest.
The house of Israel came to them, was divided into
those kingdoms, Zion and Samaria were the mother-
cities of. Those that were at case, were tlie princes
and rulers, the great men, that were chief of the
nations, chief of those two kingdoms, and to whom
having tlieir residence in Zion and Samaria, the
whole house of Israel applied themselves for jud.g-
ment. Note, It is hard to be great, and not to be
proud. Great nations and great men are apt to
overvalue themselves, and to overlook their neigh-
bours, because they think they a little overtop them.
But, for a check to their pride and security, the
prophet bids tlicm take notice of these cities that
were within the compass of their knowledge, that
had been as illustrious in their time as ever Zion or
Samaria was, and yet were destroyed, v. 2. Go to
Calneh, (which was an ancient city built by Nim-
rod. Gen. x. 10.) and see what is become of'^that, it

is now in ruins; so is Hamath the great, one of the
chief cities of Syria; Sennacherib boasts of destroy-
ing the gods of Hamath. Gath was likewise made
desolate by Hazael, and not long ago, 2 Kings xii.

17. Now were they better than these kingdoms of
Judah and Israel .> Yes, they were, and their border
greater than your border, so that they had more
reason than you to be confident of their own safety:
yet you see what is become of them, and dare you
be secure? Jrt thou better than populous JVo?
Nab. iii. 8. Note, The examples of others' i-uin
forbids us to be secure.

2. They persisted in their wicked courses, upon a
presumption that they should never be called to an
account for them; (i>. 3.) "You put far away the
evil day, the day of reckoning, as a thing that shall
never come; or, you look upon it <is at such a distance.
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that it makes no impression at all upon you; you
fiut it far away, and think you can still put it yet

further, and adjourn it de die in diem—-from day to

day, and therefore you cause the seat of -violence to

draw near; ye venture upon all acts of injustice

and oppression, and ]\Sive felloms/ii/i with the thro?ie

of initjuity, which frames mischief by a taw, Ps.

xciv. 20. "You cause that to come near, as if that

would be your protection from these judgments,
which really ripens you for them." Note, There-
fore men take sin to be near them, because tliey

take judgment to be far offfrom them; but they
deceive themselves, who thus mock God.

3. Tliey indulged themselves in all manner of

sensual pleasures and delights, v. 4, 6. These Is-

raelites were perfect epicures and slaves to their

appetites. Their dignities, (in consideration of

which they ought to have been examples of self-

denial and mortification,) they thought, would jus-
tify them in their sensuality: the gains of their

oppression and violence, they thought, would bear
the charge of it; and they put the evil day at a dis-

tance, that that might give them no disturbance in it.

That which they are here charged with, is not

in itself sinful, (these things might be soberly and
moderately used,) but they placed their happiness
in the gratification of their carnal appetites ; and
though they were men in office, that had business
to mind, they gave themselves up to their pleasures,

spent their time in them, and threw away their

thoughts, and cares, and estates, upon them ; they
were in these enjoyments as in their element; their

hearts were upon them, they exceeded all bounds
in them, and this at a time when God in his provi-

dence was calling tliem to wee/iing and mourning;
(Isa. xxii. 12, 13.) when they were under guilt and
wrath, and the judgments of God were ready to

break in upon them, they called for wine and strong
drink, presuming that to-morrow shall be as this

day and much more abundant, (Isa. Ivi. 12.) thus
walking contrary to God, and setting his justice at

defiance. (1.) They were extravagant in their fur-

nitui'e; nothing would serve them but beds of ivory,
to sleep upon, or to sit on at their meat, wlien sack-

cloth and ashes had better become them. (2. ) They
|

were lazy, and humoured themselves in the love

of ease; they did not only tie down, but stretched

themseh'es upon their couches, when they should

have stirred ufi themselves to their business; they
were willingly slotliful, and took a pride in doing
nothing; they abounded in sufierjiuities, (so the
margin reads it,) when many of their poor brethren
wanted necessaries. (3. ) They were nice and cu-

rious in their diet, must have every thing of the best,

and abundance of it; they eat tlie lambs out of the

flock, (lambs by wholesale,) and the calves out of
the midst of the stall, the fattest they could lay their

hand on; and these perliaps not out of their own
flock and their own stall, but taken by oppression

from the poor. (4. ) They were merry and jovial,

and diverted themselves at their feasts witli music
and singing ; they chant to the sound of the viol,

sing and play in concert, and they invent new-
fashioned iiistruments of music, striving herein,

more than in any thing else, to excel their ancestors;

they set their wits on work to contrive how to please

their fancy. Some men never show their ingenuity

but in their luxury; on that they bestow all their

faculty of invention and contrivance. They invent

instruments of music, tike David; entertain them-
selves with that which formerly used to be the en-

tertainment of kings only. Or, it intimates tlieir

profaneness in their mittli ; thev mimicked the tem-
jjle-music, and made a jest of that, because, it may
be, it was old-fashioned, and they took a pride in

bantering it, as tlie Babylonians did when they
urged the cantivcs to sing them the songs ofZion;

such was Belshazzar's profaneness, when he drank
wine in temple-bowls, and such theirs that suig vain
and loose songs in psalm tunes, on purpose to ridi-

cule a divine institution. (5. ) They drink to excess,
and never think they can pour down enough ; they
drink wine in bowls, not in glasses or cups; (as Jer.

XXXV. 5.) they hate to be stinted, and must have
large draughts, and tlicrefore make use of vessels,

that they can steal a draught cut of. (6.) They
affect the strongest perfumes; they anoint themselven
with the chief ointments, to please the smell, and to
make them more in love with their own bodies, and
to guard against those presages of putrefaction
which they carry about with them wliile they live.

No ordinary ointments would serve their turn; they
must have the cliief such as were far-fetched and
dear-bought, when cheaper would have served as
well.

4. They had no concern at all for the interests of
the church of God, and of the nation, tliat were
sinking, and going to decay; They are not grieved
for the affliction ofJoseph; tlie church of God, in-

cluding both the kingdoms of Judah and Israel,

(which are califd ,/ose/iA, Ps. Ixxx. 1.) was in dis-

tress, invaded, insulted, and broken in upon; their
own kingdom which they were intrusted with the
government of, the affairs of whicli they were the
directors of, the peace of whicli they were the con-
servators of, great breaches were made upon it,

upon its peace and welfare; and they were so besot-
ted, that they were not aware of them, so indulgent
of their pleasures, that they never laid them to

heart, and had such an aversion to the thing called
busi?iess, that they were in no care or concern to get
them repaired. It is all one to them whether tlie

nation sink or swim, so that they can but lie at ease,

and live in pleasure. Particular persons that be-
longed to Joseph, were in affliction, and tliey took
no cognizance of their case, of the wrongs and liard-

ships they sustained, and the troubles they were in,

nor took any care to relieve them and right them;
contrary to the temper of holy Job, who, wlien he
was in prosperity, wc/it with liim that was in misery,
and his soul was grievedfor the jwor. Job xxx. 25.

Some think that in calling the afflicted church Jo-
seph, there is an allusion to tlie story of Pharaoh's
butler, who, when he was preferred to give the cup
again into his master's hand, remembered not Jo-
seph, but forgat him. Gen. xl. 21, 23. Thus these
drank wine in bowls, but TUf7-f not grieved for the

affliction of Joseph. Note, Those are cummonly
careless of the troubles of others, who are set upon
tlieir own pleasures; and it is a great offence to God
when his church is in affliction, and we are not
grieved for it, nor lay it to heart.

II. Here is the doom passed upon them; {y. 7.)

Therefore now shall they go captive with the first
that go captive, and shall fall into all the miseries

that attend captives; and the banquet of tliem that

stretched themselves upon their couches, shall be re-

moved. Tlieir plenty shall be taken from them,
and they from it, because tliey made it the food and
fuel of their lusts. 1. Those who lived in luxury,
shall lose even their lil)erty; and by being brought
into servitude, shall he justly punislied for the abuse
of their dignity and dominion. 2. Tliose who trusted

in the delights and pleasures of their own land, shall

be carried away into a strange land, and so made
ashamed of their pride and confidence; they shall

go ca/itii'e. 3. Those who placed their liappiness

in the pleasures of sense, and set their hearts upon
them, sliall be deprived of those pleasures; their

banquet shall be removed, and they shall know what
it is to fare hard. 4. Those who stretched them-
selves, shall be made to contract themselves, and to

come into a less compass. 5. Those who put the

evil dayfarfrom them, shall find it nearer to them
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thnn it is to others; they shall go cafitive with the

Jirst, who flattered themselves with hopes that if

trouble did come, they would be the last who should

be seized by it. Those :ire ripening apace for trou-

ble themselves, who lay not to neart the troubles

of others, and of the church of God. Those who
give themselves to mirth, when God calls them to

mourning, will find it is a sin that shall not go un-
punished, Isa. xxii. 14.

3. The Lord God hath sworn by himself,

saith the Lord, the God of liosts, I abhor
the excellency of Jacob, and hate his pa-

laces: therefore will I deliver up the city,

with all that is therein. 9. And it shall

come to pass, if there remain ten men in one
house, that they shall die. 1 0. And a man's
uncle shall take him up, and he that burneth

him, to bring out the bones out of the house,

and shall say unto him that is by the sides

of the house. Is there yet any with thee ?

and he shall say, No. Tlien sliall he say.

Hold thy tongue; for we may not make
mention of the name of the Lord. 1 1. For,

behold, the Lord commandeth, and he will

smite the great house with breaches, and
the little house with clefts. 12. Shall horses

run upon the rock? will one plough there

with oxen ? for j'e have turned judgment
into gall, and tlie fruit of righteousness into

hemlock. 13. Ye which rejoice in a thing

of nought, wiiich say. Have we not taken

to us horns by our own strength ? 14. But,

behold, 1 will raise up against you a nation,

O house of Israel, saith the Lord, the God
of hosts; and they shall afflict you from the

entering in of Hamath unto the river of the

wilderness.

In the former part of the chapter, we had these
secure Israelites loading themselves with pleasures,

as if tlrey could never be made merry enough; here
we have God loading them with punishments, as if

they never could be made miserable enougli. And
observe,

I. How strongly this burthen is bound on, not to

be shaken off by their presumption and security; for

it is bound Ijy the Lord, the God of hosts, by his

mighty, his almighty hand, which none can resist;

it is bound witli an oath, wliich puts tlie sentence
past revocation; The Lord God has sworn, and he
ifill not rejxent, and since he could swear by no
greater, he has sworn by himself. How dreadful,

how miserable, is tlie case of those whose ruin,

whose eternal ruin, God himself has siuorn, who
can execute his purpose, and cannot alter it!

II. How heavy this burthen lies! Let us see the

particulars.

1. God will abhor and abandon them; and that

speaks misery enough, all misery; / abhor the ex-
cellency ofJacob; all that which they are proud of,

and value themselves upon, and for which they call

and count themselves the chief of the ?iations. Their
visible church-membership, and the privileges of
that, their temple, altar, and priesthood, these were,
more than any thing, the excellencies of Jacob; but
when these were profaned and polluted by sin, God
abhorred them, he liated and desflised them, ch. v.

21. Note, God abhors thatform ofgodliness which
Hypocrites keep up, while they abhor the /tower of

it. And if he abhors their tem/ile, for the iniquity
of that, no marvel that he hates their palaces, for the
injustice and oppression he finds there. Note, That
creature which we take such complacency, and put
such a confidence in, as to make it a rival with God,
is thereby made abominable to him. He /lates the
palaces of sinners, for the sake of the wickedness
of them which dwell therein, Prov. iii. 33. The
curse of the Lord is in the house of the iviclced. And
if God abhor them, immediately it follows. He will

deliz'er u/i the city with all that is therein, deliver it

up into the hands of the enemy, that will lay it

waste, and make a prey of all its wealth. Note,
Those that are abhorred and abandoned of God,
are undone to all intents and purposes.

2. There shall be a great and general mortality
among them; {v. 9.) If there remain teii men in

one house, that have escaped the sword of tlie ene-
my, yet tliey shall be met with another way; they
shall all die by famine or pestilence. In the most
sickly times, if there be ten in a house, one may
hope that at least the one half of them will escape,
according to the proportion of two in a bed, one
tak-en and the other left; but here not one of teji

shall live to bury the rest. Another instance of the
greatness of the mortality, is, {v. 10. ) that the near-
est relations of the dead shall be forced with their
own hands to wind up their bodies, and bury them,
for want of other hands to be employed in it; that is

all that the next of kin, to whom the right of re-
demption belongs, can do for them, and with great
reluctance will theydothat. It intimates that the
young people shall be cut off soonest; for tlie uncle
that survives, is, ordinarily, the senior relation.

When the uncle comes with the sexton, (or him
that burns,) to bring out the bones out of the house,
he shall say to him that he sees next about the
house, "Is there yet aiiy with thee? Are there any
left alive?" And he shall say, "No, this is the last;

now the whole family is cut off by death, and nei-
ther root nor branch remains." But that which
makes this judgment the more grievous, is, that
their hearts seem to be hardened under it. When
he that was found by the sides of the house, began
to enter into discourse with those that were carrying
off the dead, they shall say, "Hold tliy tongue; do
not stand preaching to us about the hand of Provi-
dence in this calamity, for nvc may not make men-
tion of the yiame of the Lord; God is so angry with
us, that there is no speaking to him, he is so extreme
to mark what we do amiss, that we dare not so

much as make mention of his name." Thus the
foolishness of men perverts their way, and brings
them into distress, and then their heart /rf^s against
the Lord. Even then they will not take notice of
his hand, nor suffer those about them to do it.

Perhaps it was forbidden by some of the idola-

trous kings to make mention of the name of Jeho-
vah, as by the law of Moses it was forbidden to

make mention of the names of the heathen gods;
We may not do it without incurring the penalty.
Note, Those hearts are wretchedly hardened in-

deed, that will not be brought to make mention of
God's name, and to worship him, when the hand of
God is gone out against them, and when, as here,
sickness and death are in their families. Thus those
hea/i vfi wrath, who cry not when God binds them.

3. Their houses shall be destroyed, v. 11. God
will smite the great house with breaches, and the tit-

tle house with clefts; they shall both be cracked so as
to lose their beauty and strength, and to be hasten-
ing towards a fall. The princes' palaces are not
above the rebukes of divine justice, nor the poor
men's cottages beneath it; neither shall escape when
sin has marked them for ruin, God will find ways
to bring it about. It is by order from him that

breaches are made.
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III. How justly they are thus burthened; if we
understand the matter aright, we shall say, T/ie

Lord is righteous.

1. The metliod used for their reformation had
been all fruitless and ineffectual; {v. 12.) S/ia/l

horses run ujion the rock, to liurl or harrow tlie

ground there.'' Or will oneplough there ivith oxen?
No, for there will be no profit to countervail the

pains. God had sent them liis prophets, to break
ufi their fallow-ground; but tliey tound them as

hard and inilexiljle as the rock, rough and rugged,
and tliey could do no good witli tliem, nor work
upon tl\em, and therefore they shall not attempt it

any more. Tlicy will not be reclaimed, and there-
fore shall not be refirovcd, but quite abandoned.
Note, Those who will not be husbanded as fields

and vineyards, shall be rejected as barren rocks and
deserts, Hcb. vi. 7, 8.

2. Tliey had abused their power to the wrong
and oppression of many, whose injured cause the

sovereign Judge would not only right, but revenge;
Ye have turnedjudgment into gall, wliich is nause-
ous, and the fruit of righteousness into hemlock,
which is noxious; it would make one sick to see how
those that were intrusted with the administration
of public justice, bear down equity with that power
with which they ought to ha\'e defended and sup-
ported it, and so tui'ned its own artillerj' against

itself Note, When our services of God are soured
witli sin, his providences will justly be imbittcred
to us.

3. They had set the judgments of God at defiance,

and confiding in their own strength, thought them-
selves a match for Omnipotence, v. 13. They re-

joiced in a thing of naught, pleased themselves with
a fancy that no evil shtiuld befall them, though they
had no ground at all for that confidence, nothing to

trust to that would bear any weight. They said,

" Have we not take?i to us horns, are we not arrived

to great dignity and dominion, have we not flushed
down our enemies, and fiuslied on our victories, and
this by our own strength, our own conduct and
courage, our own wealtli and military force.'' Who
then need we be afraid of ." \^'ho then need we make
court to? Not God himself." Note, Prosperity

and success commonly make men secure and haugh-
ty; and those that have done much think they can
do any thing, any thing without God, nay, any
thing against him; But those who trust in their own
strength rejoice in a thing of naught, and so they
will find. Probably they did not say this with their

iips, totidem verbis, but it was the language oi their

hearts, and of their actions, both which God under-
stands.

IV. How easily and effectually this burthen shall

be brought upon them, v. 14. He tliat brings it

upon them is the Lord, the God of hosts, who both
may do, and can do, wliat he pleaseth; who has all

creatures at his command, and who, wlien he has
work to do, will not want instruments to do it with;

though they are the house of Israel, yet he will

raise ufi against them a nation whicli they feared

not, but liad many a time hoped in, even tlie Assy-
rians, and this nation shall afflict them, bring them
into straits, and put tliem to pain, from the enter-

ing in of Hamath, in the north, to the river of the

ivilderness, the river of Egypt, Silior, or Nile, in

the south. The whole nation hath shared in the
iniquity, and therefore must expect to share in tlie

calamity. Note, When men are any way instru-

ments of affliction to us, we must see God raising

them ufi against us, for they are his hand, the rod,

the sword m his hand. The Lord hath bidden Slii-

mei curse David.

CHAP. VII.
In this chapter, we have, I. God contending with Israel,

by tlie jiidcfments brought on llieir land. I. They are

threatened with lesser judgments, but are reprieved, and
the judgments turned away at the prayer of Amos, v.

I . . 6. 2. God's patience is at length worn out by their

obstinacy, and they are rejected, and sentenced to utter
ruin, y. 7 . . 9. II. Israel contending with God, by the

opposition given to Ids prophet. 1. Amaziah intorms
against Amos, (v. 10, II.) and does what he can to rid

the country of him as a public nuisance, (v. 12, 13.) 2.

Amos justifies himself in what lie did as a prophet, (v.

14, 15.) and denounces the judgments of God against
Amaziah his prosecutor, (v. 16, 17.) for when tlie con-
test is between God and man, it is easy to foresee, it is

very easy to foretell, who will come oil" with the worst
of it.

l.rpHUS hath the Lord God shewed
JL unto me; and, behold, he formed

grasshoppers in the beginning of the siioot-

ing up of the latter growth; and, lo, it was
the latter growth after the king's mowings.
2. And it came to pass, l./iat when they had
made an end of eating the grass of the land,

then I said, O Lord God, forgive, I beseech
thee ; by whom shall Jacob arise ? for he is

small. 3. The Lord repenied for this : it

shall not be, saith the Lord. 4. Thus hath
the Lord God shewed unto me ; and, be-

hold, the Lord God called to contend by
fire, and it devoured the great deep, and did

eat up a part. 5. Then said I, O Lord
God, cease, I beseech tiiee; by whom shall

Jacob arise .' for he is small. G. The Lord
repented for tiiis: This also shall not be,

saith the Lord God. 7. Thus he shewed
me ; and, behold, the Lord stood upon a
wall made by a plumb-line, with a plumb-
line in his hand. 8. And the Lord said

unto me, Amos, what seest thou ? And I

said, A plumb-line. Then said the Lord,
Behold, I will set a plumb-line in the midst

of my people Israel : I will not again pass

by them any more : 9. And the liigh places

of Isaac shall he desolate, and the sanctua-

ries of Israel shall be laid waste ; and I will

rise against the house of Jeroboam with the

sword.

We here see that God bears long, but that he
will not bear always, with a provoking people; both
these God here showefl the prophet; Thus hath the

Lord God showed me, v. 1, 4, 7. He showed him
what was present, foreshowed him what was to

come; gave him tlie knowledge botli of what he did,

and of what he designed; for the Lord God reveals
his secret to his servants the firo/ihets, ch. iii. 7.

I. We liave hej-e two instances of God's sfiaring
mercy, remembered in the midst ofjudgment, the
narratives of which are so like one another, that

they will be best considered together, and very con-
siderable they are.

1. God is here coming forth against this sinful

nation, first by one judgment, and then by another.

(1.) He begins with the judgment of /amine; the
jjruphet saw this in vision. He saw God forming
grasshofi/iers, or locusts, and bringing them' up upon
the land, to eat up the fruits of it, and so to strifi it

of its beauty, and stari'e its inhabitants, xi. 1. God
formed these grasshoppers, not only as they were
his creatures, (and much of the wisdom and power
of God appears in the formation of minute animals,

as much in the structure of an ant as of an elephant.
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but ^s they were instruments of his wrath. God is

said to /"rame CI'// against a sinful people, Jcr. xviii.

H. These grassho/i/iers v/ere framed on purpose
to eat up the grass of the land; and vast numbers of

them were prepared accordingly. They were sent in

the beginning of the shooting uf\ ofthe tattergrowth,

after the king's moivings. See here how the judg-

ment was mitigated by the mercy that went before

it. God could have sent these insects to cat up the

grass at the beginning of Xhe first growth, in the

spring, when the grass was most needed, was most
jjleiUiful, and was the best in its kind; but God suf-

fered that to grow, and suffered them to gather it in;

the king's mowings were safely housed, for the king
himself is served from the field, (Eccl. v. 9.) and
could as ill be without his mowings as without any
other branch of his revenues. Uzziah was now king

of Judah, who loved husbayidry, 2 Chron. xxvi. 10.

But the grasshoppers were commissioned to eat up
on\\ X\\e latter growth, the edgrew, (we call it in

tlie' country,) the aftei'-grass, which is of little va-

lue, in comparison with the former.

The mercies which God gives us, and continues

to us, are more valuable than those he removes
from us; which is a good reason why we should

be thankful, and not complain. The remem-
br.mce of^the mercies of the former growth should

make us submissive to the will of God, when we
meet with disappointments in the latter growth.
The prophet, in vision, saw this judgment prevail-

ing far. These grasshoppers eat up the grass of the

land, which should have been for the cattle; wliich

the owners must of course suffer by. Some under-
stand this figuratively, of a wasting, destroying army
brought upon them. In the days of Jeroboam, the

kingdom of Israel began to recover itself from the

desolations it had been under in the former reigns;

(2 Kings xiv. 25.) the latter growth shot up, after

the mowings of the kings of Syria, which we read
of, 2 Kings xiii. 3. And then God commissioned the

king of Assyria with an army of caterpillars to

come upon them, and lay them waste; that nation

spoken of, ch. vi. 14. which afflicted them from the

entering of Hamath to the river of the wilderness,

which seems to refer to 2 Kings xiv. 25. where Jero-

boam is said to have restored their coast from the

entering of Hamath to the sea of the plain. God
can then bring all to ruin, when we think all is in

some good measure repaired.

(2.) He proceeds to the judgment of fire, to show
that he has many arrows in his quiver, many ways
of humbling a sinful nation; {v. 4.) The Lord God
called to contend by fire. He contended; for God's
judgments upon a people are his controversies with
them ; in them he prosecutes his action against them

;

and ills controversies are neither causeless nor
groundless. He called to contend; he did by his

prophets give them notice of his controversy, and
drew up a declaration, setting forth the meaning of

it. Or, he called for his angels, or other ministers

(ti his justice, that were to be employed in it. A
Jire was kindled among them; by which is meant,
either a great drought, the heat of the sun, which
sliould have warmed the earth, scorched it, and
burnt up the roots of the grass which the locusts

had eaten the spires of; or, a raging fever, which
was as a fire in their bones, which devoured and
ate up multitudes: or, lightning, fire from heaven,
which consumed their houses, as Sodom and Go-
mon-ah were consumed; {ch. iv. 11.) or, it was the
liuniing of their cities, either by accident, or by the
hand of the enemy, {ov fire antl sword used to go
together; thus were the towns wasted, as the coun-
try was by the grasshoppers. This fire which God
called for, did terrible execution; it devoured the

great deep, as the fire that fell from heaven on Eli-

jah's altar, licked ufl the water that was in the

trench. Though the water designed for the stop-

ping and quenching of this fire was as the water of

the great deep, yet it devoured it; for nvho, or what,
can stand before a fire kindled by the wrath of God?
It did cat up a part, a great part, of the cities

where it was sent; or, it was as the fire at Tabcrah,
which consumed the uttermost parts of the camp;
(Numb. xi. 1.) when some were overthrown, others

were as brands plucked out of the Jire. .411 de-

served to be devoured, but it ate up only a part, for

God docs not stir up all his wrath.
2. The prophet goes forth to meet him in the way

of his judgments, and by prayer seeks to turn away
his wrath, v. 2. When he saw, in vision, what
dreadful work these caterpillars made, that they
had eatoi up in a manner all the grass of the land,

(he foresaw they would do so, if suflFered to go on,)

then he said, O Lord God, forgive, I beseech thee ;

(x\ 2.) cease, I beseech thee, v. 5. He that foretold

the judgment in his preaching to the people, vet de-

precated it in his intercessions for them, tie is a

prophet, and he shall pray for thee. It was the bu
siness ot prophets to pray for these whom they pro-

phesied to, and so to make it appear that though
they denoiniced, they did not desire, the woful day.

Therefore God showed his prophets the evils com-
ing, that they might befriend the people, not only

by warning them, but by praying for them, and
standing in the gap, to turn away God's wrath,
as Moses, that great prophet, often did. Now ob-

serve here,

(1.) The prophet's prayer; Lord God, [].]

Forgive, I beseech thee, and take away the sin, v.

2. He sees sin at the bottom of the trouble, and
therefore concludes that the pardon of sin must be
at the bottom of the deliverance, and prays for that

in the first place. Note, Whatever calamity Ave

are under, personal or public, the forgiveness of sin

is that which we should be most earnest with God
for. [2.] Cease, I beseech thee, and take away the

judgment; cease the fire, cease the controversj'

;

cause thine anger towards us to cease. This follows

upon the forgiveness of sin. Take away the cause,

and the effect will cease. Note, Those whom God
contends with, will soon find what need they have
to cry for a cessation ofarms ; and there are hopes
that though God has begun, and proceeded far, in

his controversy, yet it may be detained.

(2.) The prophet's plea to enforce this prayer;

By whom shall Jacob arise, for he is small? v. 2.

And it is repeated, (t'. 5.) and yet no vain repeti-

tion. Christ, in his agony, prayed earnestly, soi/-

»?§• //(f same worrfs again and again. [1.] It is Ja-

cob that he is interceding for, the professing people
of God, called by his name, calling on his name,
the seed of Jacob, his chosen, and in covenant with

him. It is Jacob's case that is in this prayer spread

before the God of Jacob. [2.] Jacob is small, very

small already, weakened and brought low by for-

mer judgments; and therefore if these come, he
will be quite ruined, and brought to nothing. The
people arefew, the dust of Jacob is now soon count-

ed, which once was innumerable. Those /ero are

feeble; (it is the worm Jacob, Isa. xli. 14.) they are

unable to help themselves or one another. Sin will

soon make a gTeat people .5mo//; will diminish the

numerous, impoverish the plenteous, and weaken
the courageous. [S."] By whom shall he arise ? He
is fallen, and cannot help himself up, and he has no
friend to help him, none to raise him, unless the
hand of God do it; what will become of him then,

if the hand that should raise him be stretched

out against him? Note, When the state of God's
church is very low and \'ery helpless, it is proper
to be recommended by our prayers to God's pity.

3. God graciouslv lets fall his controversy, in an-

swer to the prophet's prayer, once and again; {x'. 5.)
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The Lord refiented for this; he did not change
'lis mind, for he is in one mind, and who can turn
hins? But he changed his way, took anotlier course,

and determined to deal in mercy, and not in wrath.
He said, /; shall not be. And again, {v. 6.) This
also shall not be. The caterpillars were counter-

manded, were remanded, a stop put to the progress
of the fire, and thus a reprieve was granted. See
the poxver of prayer, of effectual, fervent prayer,

and how much it avails, what great things it pre-
vails for! A stop has many a time been put to a

judgment by making su{xfilication to the Judge.
This was not the first time that Israel's life was
begged, and so saved. See what a blessing praying
people, praying prophets, are tj a land, and there-
fore how highly they ought to be valued. Ruin had
many a time broken in, if they had not stood in the
breach, and made good the pass. See how ready,
how swift, God is to show mercy, how he waits to

be gracious. Amos moves for a reprieve, and obtains

it, because God inclines to grant it, and looks about to

see if there be any that will intercede for it, Isa. lix.

16. Nor ax'e former reprieves objected against fur-

ther instances of mercy, but are rather encourage-
ments to pray and hope for them. This also shall

not be, any more than that. It is the glory of God,
that he multifilies to pardon, that he spares, and
forgives, to more than seventy times seven times.

II. We have here the rejection of those at last,

who had been often reprieved, and yet never re-

claimed, reduced to straits, and yet never reduced
to their God and their duty. This is represented to

the prophet by a vision, {v. 7, 8.) and an express
prediction of utter ruin, v. 9.

1. The vision is of a plumb-line, a line with a
plummet at the end of it, such as masons and brick-
layers use, to run up a wall by, that they may work
it straight and true, and by rule. (1.) Israel was a
wall, a strong wall, which God himself had reared,
as a bulwark, or wall of defence, to his saiictuary,

which he set up among them. The Jewish churcli
says of herself, (Cant. viii. 10.) I am a wall, and
my breasts like towers. This -\vall was viade by a
filumb-tine, very exact and firm. So happy was its

constitution, so well compacted, and every thing
so well ordered according to the model; it had
long stood fast as a wall of brass; but (2.) God
now stands upon this wall, not to hold it up, but
to tread it down; or rather, to consider what he
should do with it; he stands upsn it with a plumb-
line in his hand, to take measure of it, that it may
appear to be a bowing, bulging wall. Recti est in-

dex sui et obliqui— This plumb-line would disco-

ver where it was crooked. Thus God would bring
the people of Israel to the trial, would discover their

wickedness, and show wherein they erred; and he
would likewise bring his judgments upon them ac-
cording to equity, would set a plumb-line in the

midst of them, to mark how far their wall must be
pulled down; as David measured the Moabites with
a line, (2 Sam. viii. 2.) to put them to death. And
when God is coming to the ruin of a people, he is

said to lay judgment to the line, and righteousness
to the plummet; for when he punishes, it is with
exactness. It is now determined, / will not again
pass by them any more ; they shall not be spared
and reprieved as they have been; their punishment

,
shall not be turned away, ch. i. 3. Note, God's pa-
tience, whicli has long been sinned against, will at

length be sinned away; and the time will come
when those that have been spared often, shall be
no longer spared. My spirit shall not always strive.

After frequent reprieves, yet a day of execution will

come.
2. The prediction is of utter ruin, v. 9. (1.) The

body of the people shall be destroyed, with all those
things that were their ornament and defence. They

are here called /«aac as well as Israel; the house

of Isaac; {v. 16.) some think, in allusion to the sig-

nification of Isaac's name; it is laughter; they shall

become a jest among all their neighlaours; they
shall laugh at them. The desolation shall fasten

upon their high places, and their sanctuaries ; ei-

ther their castles, or their temples, both built on
high places; their castles they thought safe, and
their temples sacref/ as sanctuaries ; these shall be
laid waste, to punisli tliem for their idolatry, and to

make them ashamed of their carnal confidences,
which were the two things for which God had a
controversy with them. When these were made
desolate, they might read their sin and folly in tlieir

punishment. ^2.) The royal family shall sink first,

as an earnest ot the ruin of the whole kingdom; 1
will rise against the house of Jeroboam, Jeroboam
the second, who was now king of the ten tribes; his

family was extirpated in his son Zecharias, who
was slain with the sword before the people, by Shal-
lum, who conspired against him, 2 Kings xv. 10.

How unrighteous soever the instruments were,
God was righteous, and in them God rose up
against that idolatrous family. Even king's houses
will be no shelter against the sword of God's wrath.

10. Then Amaziah, the priest of Beth-el,

sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying,

Amos hath conspired against thee in the

midst of the house of Israel ; the land is not
able to bear all his words. 11. For thus

Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the

sword, and Israel shall surely be led away
captive out of their own land. 12. Also
Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go,

flee thee away into the land of Judah, and
there eat bread, and prophesy there: 13.

But prophesy not again any more at Beth-
el : for it is the king's chapel, and it is the

king's court. 1 4. Then answered Amos,
and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, nei-

ther tvas I a prophet's son; but I was a
herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore-fruit:

15. And the Lord took me as I followed

the flock, and the Lord said unto me. Go,
prophesy unto my people Israel. 16. Now,
therefore, hear thou the word of the Lord :

Thou sayest. Prophesy not against Israel,

and drop not t/ii/ xvord against the house of
Isaac. 1 7. Therefore thus saith the Lord,
Thy wife shall be a harlot in the city, and
thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the

sword, and thy land shall be divided by
line; and thou shalt die in a polluted land :

and Israel shall surely go into captivity forth

of his land.
One would have expected that what we met with

in the former part of the chapter, should, 1. Have
awakened the people to repentance, when the}' saw
that therefore they were reprieved, that they might
have space to repent, and that they could mt obtain
a pardon unless they did repent. 2. That it should
have endeared the prophet Amos to them, who had
not only showed his good will to them, in praying
against the judgments that invaded them, but had
prevailed to turn away those judgments; which, if

they had had any sense of gratitude, would have
gained him an interest in their affections; but it fell

out quite contrary; they continue impenitent, and
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1 he next news we hear of Amos, is, that he is perse-

secuted. Note, As it is the praise of great saints,

that they pray for those that are enemies to them,
so it is tlie sliame of many great sinners, that they

are enemies to those who pray for them, Ps. xxxv.
13, 15. cix. 4. We have here,

1. The malicious information brought to the king
against the propiiet Amos, v. 10, 11. The informer
was Amaziah the priest of Bethel, the chief of the

priests that ministered to the golden calf there, the

firesiderit of Bethel, (so some read it,) tliat had the

principal hand in civil affairs there. He complained
against Amos, not only bee mse he prophesied with-

out license from hini, but because he prophesied

agiiinst his altars, whicli would soon be deserted

and demolished, if Amos's preaching could but have
gaini'd credit. Thus the slirine-makers at Ephesus
hated Paul, because his preaching tended to spoil

their trade. Note, Great pretenders to sanctity are

commonly the worst enemies to those who are really

sanctified. Priests have been the most bitter perse-

cutors. Amaziah brings an information to Jeroboam
against Amos. Observe,

1. The crime he is charged with, is no less than
treason; "Amos has conspired against thee, to de-

pose and murder thee, he aims at succeeding thee,

and therefore is taking the most effectual way to

weaken thee. He sows the seeds of sedition in the

hearts of tlie good subjects of the king, and makes
tliem disaffected to him and his government, that

he may draw them by degrees from their allegi-

ance; upon this account the land is 7iot able to bear

his works." It is slily insinuated to the king, that

the country was exasperated against him, and it is

given in as their sense, tlaat liis preaching was into-

lerable, and such as nobody could be reconciled to,

such as the times would by no means bear, that is,

the men of the times would not. Botli the imfiudence
of his supposed treason, and the ill influence it would
have upon the country, are intimated in that part
of tlie charge, that he conspired against the king in

the midst of the house of Israel. Note, It is no new
thing for tlie accusers of the brethren to misrepre-

sent them as enemies to the king and kingdom, as

traitors to their prince, and troublers of the land,

when really they are the best friends to both. And
it is common for designing men to assert that as the

sense of tlie country, which is far from being so.

And yet here, I doubt, it was too true, that the

peofile could not bear plain dealing with any more
than the firiests.

2. The words laid in tht -qi^.ictment, for the sup-

port of this charge; {v. 11.) Amos says, and they
have witnesses ready to prove it, Jeroboam shall

die by the siuord, and Israel shall be led away cap-

tive ; and hence they infer that he is an enemy to

his king and countr\', and not to be tolerated. See
the malice of Amaziah; he does not tell the king
how Amos had interceded for Israel, and by his in-

tercession had turned away, first one judgment and
then another, and did not let fall his intercession till

he saw tlie decree was gone forth: he does not tell

him that these threattniugs were conditional, and
that he had often assured them, that if they would
repent and reform, tlie ruin should be prevented.

Nay, it was not true that he said, Jeroboam shall

die by the sword, nor did he so die, (2 Kings xiv.

28.) but that God would rise against the house of
Jeroboam vjith the sword, v. 9. God's prophets
and ministers have often had occasion to make Da-
vid's complaint, (Ps. Ivi. 5.) Even/ day they wrest
my words. But shall it be made the watcliman's
crime, wlien he sees the sword coming, to give

warning to the people, that they may get themselves
secured.' Or the physician's crime, to tell his pa-
tient of the danger of his disease, that he may use

means for the cure of it.'' What enemies are fool-

ish men to themselves, to their own peace, to their

best friends! It does not appear that Jeroboam
took any notice of this information; perhaps he

reverenced a prophet, and stood mere in awe of

the divine authority than Amaziah Wta /iriest did.

II. The method he used to persuade Amos to

withdraw, and (juit the country; {v. 12, 13.) when
he could not gain his point with the king to have
Amos imprisoned, banished, or put to death, or at

least to have him fi'ightened into silence or flight,

he tried wliat he could do by fair means to get rid

of him; insinuated himself into his acquaintance,

and with all the arts of wheedling endeavoured to

persuade him to go prophesy in tlie land ofJudah,
and not at Bethel. He owns him to be a seer, and
does not pretend to enjoin him silence, but suggests

to him, 1. That Bethel was not a jiroper place for

him to exercise liis ministry in, for it was the king's

chapel, or sanctuary, where lie had his idols, and
their altars and priests; and it was the king's court,

or the house of the kingdom, where the royal family
resided, and where were set the thrones of Judg-
ment; and therefore prophesy 7iot any more here.

And why not? (1.) Because Amos is too plain and
blunt a preacher for the court and the king's cha-

pel. They that wear silk and fine clothing, and
speak silken soft words, are fit tor kings' palaces.

(2.) Because the worship that is in the king's cha-
pel will be a continual vexation and trouble to

Amos, let him therefore get far enough from it, and
what the eye sees not, the heart grieves not for.

(3.) Because it was not fit that the king and his

house should be affronted in their own court and
chapel by the reproofs and threatenings which Amos
was continually teazing them with in the name of

the Lord; as if it were the prerogative of the prince,

and the privilege of the peers, when they ai'e run-
ning headlong upon a precipice, not to be told of

their danger. (4.) Because he could not expect any
countenance or encouragement there, but, on the
contrary, to be liantered and i-jdiculed by some, and
to be threatened and brow-beaten by others; how-
ever, he could not think to make any converts there,

or to persuade any from that idolatry which was
supported by the authority and example of the king.

To preach his doctrine there, was but (as we say)

to run his head against a post; and therefore pro-
phesy no more there. But, 2. He persuades him,
that the land of Judidi was the fittest place for him
to set up in; /Vee //((¥ QTOov thither with all speed,
and there eat bread, -awA prophesy there ; there thou
wilt be safe, there thou wilt be welcome, the king's
court and chapel there are on thy side; the prophets
there will second thee, the priests and princes will

take notice of thee, and allow thee an honourable
maintenance. See here, (1.) How willing wicked
men are to get clear of tlieir faithful reprovers, and
how ready to say to the seers. See not, or see not for

us; the two witnesses were a torment to them that

dwelt on the earth, (Rev. xi. 10.) and it were in-

deed a pity that men should be tormented before the

time, but tliat it is in order to the preventing of

eternal torment. (2.) How apt worldly men are to

measure others by themselves; Amaziah, as priest,

aimed at nothing but the profits of his place, and he
thought Amos, as a prophet, had the same views,

and therefore advises him to prophesy there where
he might eat bread, where he might be sure to have
as much as he chose; whereas Amos was to pro-
phesy where God appointed him, and where there
was most need of him, not where he would get
most money. Note, Those that make gain their

godliness, and are governed by the hopes of wealth
and preferment themselves, are ready to think
these the most powerful inducements v/ith others
also.

III. The reply which Amos made to these sug
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gestions of Amaziah's; he did not consult with flesh

and blood, nor was it liis care to enrich himself, but
to makefull firoof of his 7ninistry, and to hefound
faithful in the discharge of it, not to sleep in a
whole skin, but to keep a good conscience; and
therefore he resolves to abide by his post, and, in

answer to Amaziah,
1. He justifies himself in his constant adherence

to his work, and to his place; (xk 14, 15.) and tliat

whicli lie is sure will not only bear him out, but
bind him to it, is, that he had a divine warrant and
commission for it; / was no firo/ihel, or /irofihet's

son, neither born or bred to the office, not originally

designed for a prophet, as Samuel and Jeremiah,
not educated in the schools of the prophets, as many
others were; but I was a herdinan, a keeper of cat-

tle, and a gatherer of sycamorefruit. Our syca-
mores bear no fruit, but, it seems, theirs did, which
Amos gatliercd, either for his cattle, or for himself
and his family, or to sell; he was a plain country-
man, bred up and employed in country woi-k, and
used to country fare. tie. followed theflocks as well

as the licrds, and thence God took him, and bid him
go /iro/ihesy to his fieo/ile Israel, deliver to them
such messages as he should from time to time re-

ceive from the Lord. God made him a firofihet,

and a. firofiket to them; appointed him his work, and
appointed him his fiost. Therefore he ought not to

be silenced, for, (1.) He could produce a divine

commission f)r what he did; he did not run before

he was sent, but pleads, as Paul, that he was called

to be an a/tostle; and men will find it is at their fieril
if they contradict and oppose any that come in (iod's

name; if they say to his seers. See not, or silence

those wliom he has bid sfieak, such fight against
God. An affront done to an ambassador is an affront

to the prince that sends him. Those that have a i

warrant from God, ought not tofear theface of man.
(2.) The mean character he wore before he re-

cei\'ed that commission, strengthened his warrant,
so far was it from weakening it. [1.] He had no
thoughts at all of ever Ijeing a prophet, and there-

fore his prophesying could not be imputed to a raised

expectation, or a heated imagination, but purely to

a divine impulse. [2.] He was not educated or in-

structed in the art or mystery of firo/iliesying, and
therefore he must have his abilities for it inmiedi-

ately from God, which is an undeniable proof that

he had liis mission from him. The apostles, being
originally unlearned and ignorant men, evidenced
that they owed their knowledge to their having been

with Jesus, Acts iv. 13. Wlien the treasure is put
into such earthen vessels, it is thereby made to ap-
pear tliat the excellency of the jtower is of God, and
not of man, 2 Cor. iv.'?'. [3.] He had an honest
calling, by which he could comfortably maintain
himself and his family, and therefore did not need
to prophesy for bread, as Amaziah suggested, {y.

12.) did not take it up as a trade to live by, but as a
tru,U to honour God and do good with. [4. ] He
had all his d:i)'s been accustomed to a plain, homely
way of living, among poor husbandmen, and never
affected either gaieties or dainties, and therefore
would nothave thrust himself so near the king's court
and chipel, if tlie business God had called him to,

had not called liim thither. [5. ] Having been so

meanly bred, he could not have had courage to

speak to kings and great men, especially to speak
such bold and provoking things to them, if he had
not been animated by a greater spirit than his own.
If God that sent him had not strengthened him, he -

could not thus have set his face as a flint, Isa. 1. 7. :

Note, God often chooses the weak andfoolish things

of this world to confound the wise and mightv; and
a herdman of Tekoa puts to shame a firiest ofJBethel,

when he receives from God authority and ability to

net for him.

2. He condemns Amaziah for tfie opposition h>
gave him, and denounces the judgments of Gur
against him; not from any private resentment or re-
venge, but in tiie name of the Lord, and by autho-
rity from him, v. 16, 17. Amaziah would not suffer

Amos to preach at all, and therefore he is particu-
larly ordered to preach against hini; now therefore
Viear thou the word of the Lord, hear it and tremble.
Those that cannot bear general woes, may expect
woes of their own. The sin he is charged' with is,

forbidding Amos to prophesy; we do not find that
he beat him or put him in the stocks, only he en-
joined him silence, Profihesy not against Israel, and
drofi not thy word against the house of Isaac; he
must not only not thunder against them, but he must
not so much as drofi a word against them; he cannot
bear, no, not the most gentle distilling of that rain,

that small rain. Let him therefore hear his doom.
(1.) For the opposition he gave to Amos, God

will bring ruin upon himself and his family. This
was the sin that filled the measure of his iniquity.

[1.] He shall have no comfort in any of his rela-

tions, but be afflicted in those that were nearest to

him. His wife shall be a harlot; either she shall be
forcibly abused by the soldiers, as the Levite's con-
cubine by tlie men of Gibeah, (they ravish the wo-
tnen in Zion, Lam. v. 11.) or she shall herself wick-
edly play tlie harlot, which, though her sin, her
great sin, would be his affliction, his great affliction

and reproach, and a just punishment upon him for

pi-omoting spiritual whoredom. Sometimes the sins

of our relations are to be looked upon as the judg-
ments of God upon us. His children, though they
keep honest, yet shall not keep alive; His sons and
his daughters shallfull by the sword of war, and he
himself shall live to see it. He had trained t)iem

tifi in iniquity, and therefore God will cut them off
in it. [2.] He shall be stripped of all his estate, it

shall fall into the hands of the enemy, and be di-

vided by line, oy lot among the soldiers. What is

ill got will not be long kept. [3.] He shall himself
perish in a strange country, not in the land of Is-

rael, which had been holiness to the Lord, but in a
/lolluted land, in a heathen country, the fittest place
for such a heathen to end his days in, that hated and
silenced God's prophets, and contributed so nnich
to the fiolluting of his own land with idolatry.

(2.) Notwithstanding the opposition he gave to

Amos, God will bring ruin upon the land and nation;

he was accused for saying, Israel shall be led away
cafitive, {v. 11.) but he stands to it, and repeats it;

for the unbelief of man shall not make the word of

God of no effect; the burtheyi of the word of the

Lord may be striven with, but it cannot be shaken

off; let Amaziah rage, and fret, and say what he
will to the contrary, Israel shall surely go into cap-
tivity forth of his land. Note, It is to no purpose
to contend with the judgments of God; for when
God judges he will overcome. Stopping the mouth
of God's ministers will not stop the progress of

God's word, for it shall not return void.

CHAP. VIII.
Sinful times are here attended with sorrowful limes, so lie

cessary is the connexion betivceri them; it is threatened

here again and again that the laushter shall be turned
into mourning. I. By the vision of a basket of summer-
fndt is signified the hastening on of the ruin threatened,

(v. 1. .3.) and that shall change their note. II. Oppres-
sors are here called to an account for their abusing of the .

poor; and their destruction is foretold, which will set

them mourning, T. 4. .10. III. .\ famine of the word
of God is here made the punishment of a people that go
a whoring after other gods; ;(v. 11.. 14.) yet for fhis,

which is the most mournful judgment of all, they are

not here brought in mourning.

1. V i^HUS hath the Lord God shewed
unto me : and, behold, a basket of
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Mirnmer-fruit. 2. And he said, Amos, what
scest thou? And 1 said, A basket of sum-

mer-fruit. Then said the Lord unto me,

The end is come upon mj^ people of Israel;

1 will not again pass hy them any more. 3.

And the songs of the temples shall be bowl-

ings in that day, saith the Lord God: there

shall be many dead bodies in every place

;

they shall cast them forth with silence.

The great reason why sinners defer their repent-

ance de die in diein^'rom day to day, is, becanse
tliey think God thus defers his judgments, and there

is no song wherewith they so effectually sing them-
selves asleep as that, My Lord delays his coming;
and therefore God, by his prr,])hets, frequently re-

presents to Israel the day of his wrath not only as

just and certain, but as very near and hastening on
.ipace; so he docs in these verses.

1. Tlie approach of the threatened i-uin is repre-
sented by a basket of summer-fruit which Amos
saw in a vision; for the Lord slioived it him, {v. 1.)

and obliged him to take notice of it; (t'. 2.) ylmos,

•tv/iat seest thou? Note, It concerns us to inquire

whether we do indeed see tliat which God has been
pleased to show us, and hear what he has been
pleased to say to us; for many a thing God speaks,

Ciod shows once, yea, twice, aiid men jierceive it not.

Are .we in the midst of the visions of the Almighty?
Let us consider what we see. He saw a basket of
summer-fruit gathered and ready to be eafen

;

which signified, (l.)That they were rifie for de-
sti-uction, rotten lipc, and it was time for God to

put in the sickle of his judgments, and to cut them
off; nay, the thing was in effect done already, and
they lay ready to be eaten up. (2.) That the year
of God's patience was drawing towards a conclu-
sion; it was autumn with them, and their year would
uickly have its period in a dismal winter. (3.)

7hose we call summer-fruits that will not keep till

winter, but must be used immediately; an emblem
of this people, that had nothing solid or consistent

in them.
2. The intent and meaning of this vision is no

more than this. It signifies that the end is come ii/ton

tny /leofile Israel. The word that signifies the end,

is ketz, which is of near affinity with kitz, the word
used {or summer-fruit. God had long spared them,
and borne with them, but now his patience is tired

out: they are indeed his /leofile Isr-ael, but their end,

that latter end they had been so often reminded of,

but had so long forgotten, is now come. Note, If

sinners do not make an end of sin, God will make an
end of them, yea, though they be his fieo/ile Israel.

What was said, ch. vii. 8. is here repeated as God's
determined resolution ; I will not again fiass by them
any more, they shall not be connived at as they have
been, nor the judgment coming turned away.

3. The consequence of this shall be a universal

desolation; {x>. 3.) When the end is come, sorrow
and death shall ride in triumph, they are accustom-
ed to go together, and sliall at length go away toge-

ther, when in heaven there shall be no 7nore death,

nor sorrow. Rev. xxi. 4. But here in a sinful world,

in a sinful nation, (1.) Sorrow reigns; reigns to that

degree, that the songs of the tem/tle shall be hoivl-

ings; the songs of God's temple at Jerusalem, or,

rather, of their idol-temples, where they used,

when, in honour of the golden calves, they had
eaten and drunk, to rise ufi to play. They were
perhaps wanton, profane songs ; and it is certain

that sooner or later those will be turned into howl-
ings. Or if they had a sound or show of piety and
religion, yet, not coming from the heart nor being

sung to the glory of God, he valued them not, but

Vol. IV.—6 I
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would justly turn them into howlings. Note, Mcurn-
ing will follow sinful mirth, yea, and sacred mirth
too, if it be not sincere. And when God's judg-
ments are abroad, the\' will soon turn the greatest

joy into the greatest hea\iness; the temfile-songs,

which used to sound so pleasant, not only into sighs

and groans, but into Icud howlings which scund dis-

mally. They shall come to the temfile, and, finding

that in ruins, there they shall howl most bitterly.

(2.) Death reigns; reigns to that degree, that there
shall be dead bodies, many dead bodies in every
filace, (Ps. ex. 6.) slain by sword or pestilence; so

many, that tlie survivors shall not bury them with
the usual pomp and solemnity of funerals, they shall

not so much as have the bell tolled, but tliey shall

cast them forth with silence; shall bury them in the
dead of the night, and charge all abtut them to be
silent, and to take no notice of it; citlier because
they have not wherewithal to bear the charges of a
funeral, or because, the killing disease being infec-

tious, none will come near them; or for fear the
enemy should be pro\oked, if they should be known
to lament their slain. Or, they shall charge them-
selves and one another silently to submit to the hand
of God in these desolating judgments, and not to re-

pine and quarrel with bun. Or, it may be taken
not for a patient hut a sullen siknce; their hearts
shall be hardened, and all these judgments shall not
extort fi'om them one word of acknowledgment,
either of God's I'ighteousncss or their own unright-
eousness.

4. Hear this, O ye that swallow up the

needy, even to make the poor of tiie land

to fail, 5. Saying, When will the new moon
be gone, that we may sell corn? and the

sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, mak-
ing the epiiah small, and the sJiekel great,

and falsifying the balances by deceit? 6.

That we may buy the poor for silver, and
the needy for a pair of shoes ; i/ca, and sell

the refuse of the wheat? 7. The Lord hath

sworn by the excellency of .Tacob, Surely

I will never forget any of their works. 8.

Shall not the land tremble for this, and
every one mourn that dwelleth therein? and
it shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it

shall be cast out and diowned, as bi/ the

flood of Egypt. 9. And it shall come to

pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that 1

will cause the sun to go down at noon, and
I will darken the earth in the clear day

:

10. And 1 will turn your feasts into moin-n-

ing, and all your songs into lamentation

;

and I will bring up sackcloth npon all loins,

and baldness upon every head ; and I will

make it as the mourning of an only so7i, and
the end thereof as a bitter day.

God is here contending with proud oppressors,

and showing them, I. The heinousness of the sin

they were guilty of; in short, they had the charac-
ter of the unjust judge, (Luke xviii. 2.) that neither

feared God nor regarded man.
1. Observe them in their devotions, and you will

say, " They have no reverence for God." Bad as

they are they do indeed keep up a show and form
of godliness, they observe the sabbath and the 7iev)

moo?i, they put some difference between those days
and other days; but they were soon weary of them,
and had no affection at all to them, for their hearts.
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were wholly set upon the world and the things of it.

It is a sad character which this gives of them, that

they said, jr/ie/i will the sabbath be gone, that we
niay sell corn? Yet it is still the character of many
that are called Christians. (1.) They were weary
of sabbath-days; When will they be gone? They
were weai'y of the restrahits of the sabbaths and
the new moons, and therefore wished them o\'er,

because they might do no servile work therein.

They were weary of the work and business of the

sabbaths and ?iew moons, snuffed at it, (Mai. i. 13.)

and were as Doeg, detained before the Lord; (1 Sam.
xxi. 7.) they would rather ifiave been any where
else than about God's altars. Note, Sabbath-days
and sabbath- work are a burthen to carnal hearts,

that are always afraid of doing too much for God
and eteniity. Can we spend our time better than
in communion with God? And how much time do
we spend pleasantly with the world? Will not the

sabbath be gone before we have done the work of it,

and reaped the gains of it? Why then should we be
in such haste to part with it? (2.) They were fond
of market-days; they longed to be selling corn, and
setting forth wheat. Wlien they were employed in

religious services, they were thinking of their mar-
ketings, their hearts went after their covetousness,

(Ezek. xxxiii. 31. ) and thus made my Father's house
a house of merchandise, nay, a den of thieves.

Therefore they were weary of holy duties, because
their worldly business stood still the while; in which
they were as in their element, but in God's sanctu-

ary as a fish upon dry ground. Note, Those are

strangers to God, and enemies to themsehes, that

love mai-ket-days better than sabbath-days, that

would rather be selling corn than worshipping God.
2. Observe them in their conversations, and you

will see they have no regard to man; and this com-
monlv follows upon the former; those that ha\e lost

the savour of piety, will not long retain the sense of

common honesty. These here neither do justly,

nor loi'e mercy.

(1.) Thev cheat those they deal with. When
thc\' sell their corn, they impose upon the buyer,

both in giving out the goods, and in receiving the

money for them. They measure him the corn l)y

their own measure, and pretend to give him what
he agreed for, but they make the ejihah small.

The measure is scanty, and not statute measure,
and so they wrong him that way; when they receive

Ills money, they must weigh it in their own scales,

by their own weights, and their shekel they weigh
by, is above standard; they make the shekel great,

so that the money, being found too light, must have
more added to it; and so they cheat that way too,

and this under colour and pretence of exactness in

doing justice. By such wicked practices as these,

men sliow such a greediness of the world, such a

love of themselves, such a contempt of mankind in

general, of the particular persons they deal with,

and of the sacred laws of justice, as speak them to

have in their hearts neither the fear nor the love of

that God who has so plainly said that false weights
and balances are an abomination to him. Another
instance of their fraudulent dealing is, that they sell

the refuse of the wheat, and, taking the advantage
of their neighbours' ignorance or necessity, make
tliem take it at the same price at which they sell

\.\\e finest of the wheat.

(2.) They arc barbarous and unmerciful to the
poor; they swallow ufi the needij, and 7nake the

floor of the land to fail. [1.] They valued them-
selves so much on their wealth, that they looked
upon all that were poor with the highest contempt
imaginable; they hated them, could not endure
them, but abandoned them; and therefore did what
l.hey could to make them cease; not by relieving

them to make them cease to be poor, but by ban-

ishmg and destroying them, to make them cease to

be, or, at least, to be in their land. But he who
thus refiroaches the jioor, despises his Maker, in

whose hands rich ajid poor meet together. ['J. ]

They were so eager to increase their wealth, ar^d

make it more, that they robbed the poor to en \

rich themselves; and therefore they fastened upon • I

the poor, to make a prey of them, because they
were not able to right themselves, ncr to resist

or revenge the violence of their oppressors. Tliose
riches that are got by the ruin of the poor, will

bring ruin on those that get them. Tliey swallowed
up the poor by making them hard bargains, and
cheating them in those bargains; for therefore they

falsify the balances by deceit, not only that they
may enrich themselves, may have money at com-
mand, and so may have every thing else (as they
think) at command too, but that they may impo-
verish those about them, and bring them so low,

that they may force them to become slaves to them,
and so having drained them of every thing else, they
may have their labour for nothing, or next to no-

thing: thus they buy the poorfor silver, they bring

them and their children into bondage, because they
have not wherewithal to pay for the com they have
bought; seeNeh. v. 2, 5. And there were so many
that were reduced to this cxtremit)', that the price

was very low; and the oppressors had beaten it

down so, that you might buy a jjoor man to be your
slave for a pair of shoes. Property was first inva-

ded, and then liberty: it is the method of oppressors

first to make men beggars, and then to make them
their vassals. Thus is the dignity of the human
nature lost in the misery of those that are trampled ,

on, and the tenderness of it in the sin of those that J
trample on them.

II. Observe the grievousness of the punishment
tliat shall be inflicted on them fur this sui. M'hen
the poor are injured, the>' will cry unto God, and
he will hear their crv, and reckon with those that

are injurious to them ; for, they being his rccei\ers,

he takes the wrongs done to them as done to him-
self, Exod. xxii. 23, 24.

1. God will remember their sin against them; He
has sworn by the excellency of Jacob, {v. 7. ) by
himself, for he can swear by no greatei-; and who
but he is the Glory and Magnificence of Jacob? He
has sworn by those tokens of his presence with
them, and his favour to them, which they had pro-

faned and abused, and had done wliat they could to

make them detestable to him; for he is said {ch. vi.

8.) to abhor the excellency of Jacob. He swears iti

his wrath, swears by his own name, tliat name
which was so well known, and was so great in Israel:

he swears. Surely I will never forget any of their

works; but upon all occasions t'.ey shall be remem-
bered against them, for more .s implied than is ex-
pressed. I will neverforget them, is as much as to

say, I will nei'er forgive them; and then it speaks
the case of these unjust, unmerciful men, to be mi-
serable indeed, eternally miserable; wo, and a

thousand woes, to that man that is cut off by an oath

of God from all benefit by pardoning mercy; and
those have reason to fear judgment without mercy,
that have showed no mercy.

2. He will bring utter ruin and confusion upon
them. It is here described largely, and in a gi-eat

variety of emphatical expressions, that, if ])ossible,

they might be frightened into a sincere repentance

and reformation.

(1.) There shall be a universal terror and con-

sternation; Shall not the land tremble for this, (v

I

8.) this land, out of which you thought t" have
driven the poor? Shall not every one mouin, that

dwells therein ? Certainly they shall. Note, Those
that will not tremble and mourn as they ought tor

national sins, shall be made to tremble and moura
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for national judgments; those that look unconcerned
upon tlie sins of the oppressors, which should make
thum tremble, and upon the miseries of the oppress-

ed, which sliould make them mourn, God will find

out a way to make them tremble at tlie fury of

those that oppress tl\em, and mourn for tlieir own
losses and sunei'ings by it.

(2.) There sludl be a universal deluge and deso-

lation; when (iod comes forth against them, the

waters of trouble and calamity shall riae uji wholly

as afiood, tliat swells when It is danuiied up, and
soon overflows its banks. Every thing shall make
against them ; th.it with which they thought to check
the progress of God's judgments, shall but make
them rise the higher. Judgments sliall f )rce their

way, as the breaking forth of waters. The whole
land slialL be cast out, and drowned, and laid under
water, as the land of Egypt is every year by the

overilowing of its river Isile. Or, the expressions

may allude to some former judgments of God; Their
ruin shall rise ufi wholly as ajlood, as Noah's flood,

which overwhelmed tlie whole world, so shall this

the whole land; and the land shall be cast out and
drowned, as by thejiood of Egyjit, as Pharaoh and
his Egyptians were buried in tlie Red sea, which
was to'them Xhc flood of Egypt; both which judg-

ments, as this liere threatened, were the punish-

ment itf violence, and oppression, which the Lord is

the Avenger of
3. It shall surprise them, and come upon them

when they little think of it; {v. 9.) I will cause the

sun to go down at noon, when it is in its full strength

and lustre; at their noon, when the)' promise them-
selves a long afternoon, and think they have at least

half a day good before them. The earth shall be

darkened' in the clear day; when e\'ery thing looks

pleasant and hopeful. Thus uncertain are all our

creature-comforts and enj;)yments, even life itsulf;

the highest degree of health and prosperity often

proves the next degree to sickness and adversity;

Job's sun went down at noon; many are taken aWay
in the midst of their days, and their sun goes down
at noon; in the midst of life we are in death. Thus
terrible are the judgments of God to those that sleep

in security; they are to them as tlie sun's going
down at noon; the less they are expected, the more
confounding they are: when they ci-y peace and
safety, then sudden destruction comes, comes as a

snare, Luke xxi. 35.

4. It shall change their note, and mar all their

mirth; (f. 10.) / ivill turn yourfeasts into mourn-
ing, asv. 3. the songs of the temple into howlings.

Note, The end of the sinner's mirth and jollity is

heaviness. As to the upright, there arises light in

the darkness, which gives them the oil of joy for
mourning, so on the wicked there falls darkness in

the midst of light, which turns their laughter into

mourning, their joy into heaviness. So great, so

general shall the desolation be, that sackcloth shall

he brought upon all loins, and baldness upon every

head, instead of the well-set hair, and the rich gar-

ments tliey used to wear. The mourning at that

day shall be as mourning for an only son, which
speaks the most bitter and lasti?ig lamentation.

But are there no hopes that when things are at the

worst they will mend, and that at evening time it

will yet be light? No, even the end thereof shall be

as a bitter day; a day of bitter mourning; the state

of impenitent sinners grows worse and worse; and
the last of all will be the worst of all. This shall

ye have at my hand, ye shall lie down in sorrow.

11. Behold, the da3's come, saith the

Lord God, that I will send a famine in the

land ; not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for

water, but ol hearing the words ofthe Lord :

12. And they shall wander from sea to

sea, and fnMii the north even to the cast:

they shall run to and fro to seek the word

of the Lord, and shall not find it. 13. Jn

that day shall the fair virgins and young
men faint for tliirst. 14. They that swear

by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy God,

O Dan, Jiveth; and. The manner of Beer-

shebaiiveth; even they sliall fall, and never

rise up again.

In these verses is threatened,

I. A general judgment of spiritual famine coming
upon the whole land; iifamine of the word of (iod;

the failing of oracles, and the scarcity of good
preaching. This is spoken of as a thing at some
distance; The days come, they will come hereafter,

when another kind of darkness sliall come uijon

that land of light. When Amos prophesied, and
for a considerable time after, there was great plenty

of prophets, abundant opportunities of hearing the

word of God, in season and out of season, they had
precept upon precept, and line upon line; pro-

phecy was their daily bread; and it is probable that

they surfeited upon 'it, as Israel on the manna, and
therefore God tlireatens that hereafter he will de-

prive them of this jjrivilege. Probably in the hind

of Israel there were not so many prophets, about the

time that their destruction came upon them, as

there were in the land of Judah; and when the ten

tribes went into captivity, they saw not their signs,

there were no more any prophets, none to show
them how long, Ps. Ixxix'. 9. The Jewish church,

after M.ilachi, had no prophets for many ages; and
some think this threatening looks further yet, to

the blindness which is in part happened to Israel in

the days of the Messiah, and the vail that is on the

heart of the unbeUeving Jews. They reject the

gospel, and the ministers of it that God sends to

them, and co\'et to have prophets of their own, as

their fathei's had, but they shall have none; the

kingdom of God he'mg taken from them, anA given
to another people. Observe here,

1. What the judgment itself is, that is threatened.

It is a famine, a scarcity, not of bread and water,

(whicli are the necessary supports of the body, and
the want of which is very giievous,) but a much
sorer judgment than that, even a famine of hear-

ing the words of the Lord. There sliall be no

congregations for ministers to preach to, nor any
ministers to preach, nor any instructions and abili-

ties given to those that do set up for preachers, to

enable them for their work. The word of the

Lord shall be precious and scarce, there shall be

no vision, 1 Sam. iii. 1. They shall have the writ-

ten word. Bibles to read, but no ministers to explain

and apply it to them; the water in the well, but no-

thing to draw. It is a gracious promise, (Isa. xxx.

20. ) that though they have a scarcity of bread, they

shall have plenty of the means of grace. God will

give them the bread of adversity', and the water of
affliction, but their eyes shall see their teachers;

and it was a common saying among the Puritans,

that brown bread and tlifi gospel is good fare; but it

is here a threatening, that on the contrary they

should have plenty enough of bread and water, and
yet their ;eaf/ie?-s should he removed. Now, (1.)

This was the departure of a great part of their

glory from their land. This made their nation

great and high, that to them were committed the

oracles of God; but when those were taken from
them, their beauty was stained, and their honour
laid in the dust. (2.) This was a token of God's
highest displeasure against them; surely he was
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angry indeed with them, when he would no more
speak to them as lie had done, and had abandoned
them to ruin, when he would no more afford them
the means of bringing them to repentance. (3.)
This made all the other calamities that were upon
them truly melancholy, that they had no prophets
to instruct and comfort them from the word of God,
nor to give them any hopeful prospect. We should
say at any time, and will say in a time of trouble,
tliat a famine of the word of God is of all others the
wrest famine, the heaviest judgment.

2. What will be the effect of this; {v. 12.) T/iey
shall wander from sea to sea, from the sea of Ti-
berias to the great sea, from one bordei- of the coun-
try to another, to see if God will send them pro-
phets, either by sea or land, from other countries;
since they have none among themselves, they sliall

go from the north to the east; when they are disap-
pointed in one place, they shall try another, and
shall run to and fro, as men at a loss, and in a hot
pui'suit to see/c the word of the Lord, to inquire if

there be any prophets, any prophecy, any message
from God, but Xhey shall not find it. (1.) Though
to many this is no affliction at all, yet some will be
very sensible of it as a great grievance, and will
gladly travel far to hear a good sermon; but they
shall sensibly feel tlie loss of those mercies which
others have foolishly sinned away. (2. ) Even those
that slighted prophets when they had them, shall
wish for them, as Saul did for Samuel, when thev
are deprived of them: many never know the worth
of mercies till they feel the want of them. Or, it

may be meant thus. Though they sliould thus wander
from sea to sea, in quest of the word of God, yet
they shall not find it. Note, Tlie means of grace
are moveable tilings; and the candlestick, when we
think it stands most firm, may he removed out of
its place; (Rev. ii. 5.) and those that now slight the
days of the son of Tuan, may wish in vain to see
them. And in the day of tliis famine the fair vir-

ffi72S and the young men shall faint for thirst; {y.
13.) those who, one would think, could well enough
have borne tlie toil, shall sink under it. The Jewish
churches, and the masters oftheir synagogues, some
take to be meant by the virgins and the young
me?2; these shall lose the word of the Lord, and the
benefit of divine revelation, and shall faint away for

want of it, shall lose all their strength and beauty.
Those that trust in their own merit and righteous-
ness, and think they have no need of Christ, otliers

take to be meant by thefair virgins and the choice

young men; those shuW faintfor thirst, when those
that hunger and thirst after the righteousness of
Christ shall be abundantly satisfied and filled.

II. The particular destruction of those that were
ringleaders in idolatry, v. 14. Observe, 1. The sin

they are charged with. They swear by the sin of
Samaria, by the god of Samaria, the idol that was
worshipped at Bethel, not far off from Samaria;
thus did they glory in their shame, and swear by
that as their g-orf, which was their iniquity, thinking
that that could help them, which would certainly

ruin them, and giving the higliest honour to that
which they should have looked upon with the ut-

most abhorrence and detestation. They say. Thy
god, Dan, liveth; that was the other golden calf, a
dumb, dead idol, and yet caressed and compliment-
ed as if it had been the living and the true God.
They say. The manner, or way, of Beer-sheba
liveth; they swear by the religion of Beer-sheba,
the way and manner of worship used there, which
they looked upon as sacred, and therefore swear by,
and appealed to as a judge of controversy. Thus
the rapists swear by the mass, as the manner of
Beer-sheba. 2. The destruction they are threat-

ened with; those who thus give that honour to idols,

which is due to God alone, will find that the God

they affront is thereby made their enemy, so that
they shallfall, and that the gods they serve cannot
stand their friends, so that they shall jiever rise

again. They will find that God is jealous, and
will resent the indignity done him; and that he will

be victorious, and it is to no purpose to contend witli

him.

CHAP. IX.
In this chapter we have, I. Judgments threatened, which

the sinner shall not escape, (v. 1 . . 4.) which an almighty
power shall inflict, (v. 5, 6.) which the people of Israel
have deserved as a sinful people; (v. 7,8.) and yet it

shall not be the utter ruin uf their nation, (v. 8.) for a
remnant of good people shall escape, v. 9. But the
wicked ones shall perish, v. 10. II. Mercy promised,
which was to be bestoned in the latter days, (v. II. .15.)
as appears by the application of it to the days of the Mes-
siah, Acts XV.. 16. And ^vith those comfortable pro-
mises, after all the foregoing rebukes and Ihreatenings,
the book concludes.

1 .

"¥" SAW the Lord standing upon tlie

A altar: and he said, Smite the lintel ot

the door, that the posts may shake: and cut

them in the head, all of them; and J will

slay the last of them with the sword: he
that fleeth of them shall not flee away; and
he that escapeth of them shall not be deli

vered. 2. Though they dig into hell, thence
shalhny hand take them; though they climb
up to heaven, thence will 1 bring them
down: 3. And though they hide them
selves in the top of Caimel, I will search

and take them out thence; and though
they be hid from my sight in the bottom of

the sea, thence v\ill I command the serpent,

and he shall bite them: 4. And though
they go into captivity before their enemies
thence will I command the sword, and it

shall slay them: and I will set mine eyes

upon them for evil, and not for good. 5.

And the Lord God of hosts is he that touch

eth the land, and it shall melt, and all that

dwell therein shall mourn ; and it shall lise

up wholly like a flood, and shall be drowned,
as by the flood of Egypt. 6. It is he that

buildeth his stories in the heaven, and hath

founded his troop in the earth; he that call-

eth for the waters of the sea, and poureth

them out upon the face of the earth ; The
Lord is his name. 7. Are ye not as chil-

dren of the Ethiopians unto me, O children

of Israel ? saith the Lord. Have not 1

brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt,

and the Philistines from Caplitor, and the

Assyrians from Kir? 8. Behold, the eyes of

the Lord God are. upon the sinful kingdom,

and I will destroy it from off the face of the

earth ; saving that I will not utterly destroy

the house of Jacob, saith the Lord. 9.

For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the

house of Israel among all nations, like as

corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the

least grain fall upon the earth. 10. All the

sinners of my people shall die by the sword,
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whicli say, The evil shall not overtake nor

prevent us.

^Vc have hero the justice of God passing sentence

upon a provoking people; and observe,

1. VVith what solemnity the sentence is passed.

The prophet saw in vision the Lord standing ufion
the altar, {y. 1.) the altar of burnt-offerings; for the

Lord has a sacrifice, and multitudes must fall as

victims to his justice. He is removed from the

mercy-seat between the cherubiins, and stands upon
the altar, the judgment-seat, on which the fire of

God used to f.dl, to devour the sacrifices. He
stands upon the altar, to show that the ground of

his controversy with liis ])eople was their profana-

t'on of liis holy tilings; here he stands to avenge the

quarrel of his altar; as also to signify that the sin of

tlie house of Israel, like that of the house of Eli,

sliall not be /iiirged ivith sacrijice nor offering for
cx'er, 1 Sam. iii. 14. He stands on the altar, to pro-
hibit sacrifice. Now the order given, is. Smite the

lintel of the door of the temple, the chapiter, smite

it with such a blow, that the fiosts may shaice, and
cut them, wound them in the head, all of them;
break down the door of God's house, or of the courts

of his house, in token of this—that he is going out

from it, and forsaking it, and then all judgments are

breaking in upon it. Or it signifies the destruction

of those in the first place, that should be as the door-
posts to the nation for its defence, so that, they be-
ing broken down, it becomes as a city tvithout gates

and bars. Smite the king, who is as the lintel of the

door, that the princes, who are as the posts, may
shake; cut them in the head, cleave them down, alt

uf them, as wood for the fire; and I willslay the last

of them, tlie posterity of them, them and their fami-

lies, or the least of t'hem, them and all that are em-
ployed under them; or, I will slay them all, them
M\i all th.it remain of them, till it comes to the last

man; the slaughter shall be general. There is no
living for those of whom God has said, / will slay

them; no standing before his sword.
2. What effectual care is taken that none shall

escape the execution of this sentence. This is en-

1 u'ged upon here, and is intended for warning to all

V.Mi /irovoke the Lord to jealousy: let sinners read
it, and tremble; as there is no fighting it out with
God, so there is no fleeing from him. His judg-
iients, when they come with commission, as they
will overjiovier the strongest that think to outface
them, so they will overtake the swiftest that think
to outrun them, v. 2. Those of them that_^ff, and
take to their lieels, shall soon be out of breath, and
ihall not_/?ee away out of the reach of danger; for

as sometimes tlie wickedjlee when none pursues, so

he cannot 7?ef away when God pursues, though he
zuould fain Jlee out of his hand. Nay, he that es-

:a/us of them, that thinks he has gained his point,

he shall not be delivered; evil pursues sinners, and
will arrest them.
Tnis is here- enlarged upon by showing that

wherever sinners flee for shelter from God's justice,

it will oi'ertake them, and the shelter will prove but
a refuge of lies; what David says of the ubiquity of

God's presence, (Ps. cxxxix. 7, 10.) is here said of

the extent of God's power and justice. (1.) Hell it-

self, though it has its name in English from its be-
ing hilled, or covered over, or hidden, cannot hide
them; {v. 2.) " Though they dig into hell, into the
centre of the earth, or the darkest recesses of it, yet
t/ience shall my hand take them, and bring them
forth to be made public monuments of divine jus-

tice. " The grave is a hiding-place to the righteous

from the malice of the world, (Job iii. 17.) but it

shall be no hiding-place to the wicked from tlie jus-

tice of God; from thence God's hands shall take
tliem, when they shall rise in the great day to ever-

lastingshame and contempt. (2.) Heaven, though

it has its name from being Aeafcrf, or lifted up, shall

not put them out of the reach of God's judgments

as hell cannot hide them, so heaven will not

Though they climb up to heaven in their own con

ceit, yet thence will I bring them down. Those
whom God brings to heaven by his grace, shall ne-

ver be brought down; but those who climb thither

themselves, by their own presumption, and confi-

dence in themselves, will be brought down, and
filled with shame. (3.) The top of Carmel, one o{

the highest parts of the dust of the world in that

country, shall not protect them; " Though they

hide themselves there, where they imagine nobody
will look for them, I will search, and take them out

thence; neither the thickest bushes, nor the darkest

caves, in the top of Carmel, will ser\e to hide

them." (4.) The bottom of the sea shall not serve

to conceal them; though they think to hide them-
selves there, even there the judgments of God shall

find them out, and lay hold on tliem ; Thence will I
command the serpent, and he sliall bite them; the

crooked serpent, even the dragon that is in the sea,

Isa. xxvii. 1. They shall find their plague and
death there where they hope to find shelter and
protection; diving will stand them in no more stead

l\\a.n climbing. (5.) Remote countries will not be-

friend them, nor shall lesser judgments excuse them
from greater; (i'. 4.) Though they go into captivity

before their enemies, who carry them to places at a

great distance, and mingle them with their own
people, among whom they seem to be lost, yet that

shall not serve their turn; Thence will I co?nma?id

the sword, and it shall slay them; the sword of the

enemy, or one another's sword; when God judges,

he will overcome. That which binds on all this,

and makes their escape impossible, and their ruin

inevitable, is, that God will set his eyes u/ion them

for evil, and not for good. His eyes are in every

place, are upon all men, and upon all the ways ot

men, upon some for good, to show himself strong

on their behalf, but upon others/or ex'il, to take no-

tice of their sins, (Job xiii. 27.) and take all oppor-

tunities of punishing them for their sins. Their case

is truly miserable, who have the providence of God,
and all the dispensations of it, against them, working
for their hurt.

3. What a great and mighty God he is, that pass

es this sentence upon them, and will take the exe-

cuting of it into his own hands. Threatenings are

more or less formidable, according to the power of

him that threatens. We laugh at impotent wrath;

but the wrath of God is not so, it is omnipotent
wrath; who knows the power oi it? What he had
before said he would do, {ch. viii. 8.) is here repeat-

ed, that he would make tlie land melt and tremble,

and all that dwell therein mourn, that the judgment
should rise up wholly like a flood, and the country

should be drowned, and laid under water, as by the

flood of Egyfit, V. 5. But is he able to make his

words good? Yes, certainly he is, lie does but touch

the land, and it melts, touch the mountains and they
smoke; he can do it with the greatest ease, for, (1.)

He is the Lord God of hosts, who undertakes to do
it; the God who has all the power in his hand, and
all creatures at his beck and call, who, having made
them all, and given them their several capacities,

makes what use he pleases of them, and all their

powers. Very miserable is the case of those who
have the Lord of hosts against them, for they have
hosts against them, the whole creation at war with

them. (2.) He is the Creator and Governor of the

upper world. It is he that builds his stories in the

heavens, the celestial orbs or spheres, one over an-

other, as so many stoi'ies in a high and stalely pa-
lace; they are his, for he built them at first, when
he said. Let there be a flrmament, and he made tht
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firmament, and he builds them still, is continually
building them, not that they need repair, but by his
providence he still upholds them; his power is the
pillars of heaven, by which it is borne up. Now he
that has the command of those stories, is certainly to
be feared, for from thence, as from a castle, he can
fire u/irjn his enemies, or cast upon them great hail
stones, as on the Canaanites, or make the stars in

their courses, the furniture of tliose stories, to fight

against them, as against Sisera. (3.) He has the
conduct and command of this lower world too, in

whicli we dwell, the terraqueous globe, both earth
and sea, so that, which way soever his enemies think
to make their escape, he will meet them, or to
make opposition, he will matcli them. Do thev
think to make a landfight of it? He has sounded
his troo/t in the earth, liis troop of guards, which he
has at command, and makes use of for the protec-
tion of his subjects, and the punishment of his ene-
mies. All the creatures on earth make one bundle,
(as the margin reads it,) one bundle of arrows, out
of which he takes what he pleases to discharge
against the persecutors, Ps. vii. 13. They are all

one army, one body; so closely are they connected,
and so harmoniously and so much in concert do
they act for the accomplishing of their Creator's
purposes. Do they think to make a seafight of it?

He will be too liard for them there, for he has the
waters of the sea at command: even its waves, the
most tumultuous, rebellious waters, do obey him.
He calls for the maters of the sea in the course of
his common providence, causes va/wurs to ascend
out of it, anAjiours them out in showers, the small
rain and the great rain of his strength, u/i07i the

face of the earth; this was mentioned before as a
reason why we should seel: the Lord, {ch. v. 8.)
and make him our Friend, as it is here made a
reason why we should fear him, and dread having
him our Enemy.

4. How justly God passes this sentence upon the
jjeople of Israel. He does not destroy them by an
act of sovereignty, but by an act of righteousness;
for, (v. 8.) it is a sinful kingdom, and the eyes of
the Lord are upon it, discovering it to be so; he sees
the great sinfulness of it, and therefore he will des-

troy it from 0^theface of the earth. Note, When
those kingdoms that in name and profession were
ho/y kingdoms, and kirgdorns of firiests, as Israel

was, become sinful kingdoms, ho otlier can be ex-
pected than that they should be cut off and aban-
doned. Let sinful kingdoms, and sinful families,

and sinful persons too, see the eyes of the Lord upon
them, observing all their wickedness, and reserving
the notice of it for the day of reckoning and recom-
pense. This being a si?iful kingdom, see how li.e;ht

God makes of it, v. vii. (i.) Of the relation

wherein he stood to it; ^re ye not as children of
the Ethiojiians unto me, O children of Israel? A
sad change! children of Israel become as children
of the Ethiopians? [1.] They wereso in themselves,
that was their sin; it is a thing to be greatly lament-
ed, tliat the children of Israel often become as chil-

dren of the Ethiopians; the children of godly pa-
rents degenerate, and become the reverse of those
that went before them. Those that were well edu-
cated and trained ufi in the knovjledge and fear of
God, and set out well, and promised fair, throw off

their profession, and become as bad as the worst.
Horn is thegold become dirn! [2.] They were so m
God's account, and that was their fiun'ishment; he
valued them no more, though they were children
of Israel, than if they had been children of the
Ethiofiians. We read of one in the title of Ps. vii.

tliat was Cush, (an Ethiopian, so some understand
it,) and yet a Benjamite. Those that by birth and
profession are children of Israel, if thev degenerate,
and become wicked and vile, are to God no more

than children ofthe Ethiofiiatis. This is an intima
tion of the rejection of the unbelieving Jews in the
days of the Messiah; because they embraced not the
doctrine of Christ, the kingdom of God was taken
from them, tiiey were unchurched and cast out of
covenant, became as children of the Ethiopians, and
are so to this day. And it is true of those that are
called Christians, but do not live up to their name
and profession, that rest in the form of piet\', but
live under the power of reigning iniquity, that they
are to God ns children of the Ethiopians; he rejects
them, and their services. (2.) See how light he
makes of the favours lie had conferred upon them

;

they thought he would not, he could not, cast them
off, and put them upon a level with other nations,

because he liad done that for them which he had
not done for other nations, whereby they though'
lie was bound to them, so as never to leave them.
No, says lie, Tlie favours showed you are not so dis

tinguishing as you think tliey are; Have not I
brought uji Israel out of the land of Egypt? It is

true, I have; but I have also brought the Philis-

tines from Cajihtor, or Ca/i/iadociu, M'hcve they
were either wo^/t'cs, or co/j?nvs, or both; tlicy are
called the remnant ofthe country of Cajihtor, (Jer.

xlvii. 4.) and the Philistines are joined with the
Caphtorim, Gen. X. 14. In like manner, the Syrians
were brought up from Kir, when tliey had been
carried away thither, 2 Kings xvi. 9. Note, If

God's Israel lose the peculiarity of their holiness,

they lose the peculiarity of their piivileges; and
what was designed as a favour of special grace shall

be set in another light, shall have its property alter-

ed, and shall become an act ii{ com num firoviderice

;

if ])rofessors liken themselves to the world, God
will level them with tlie world. And if we live not
up to the obligation of God's mercies, we forfeit the
honour and comfort of them.
How graciously God will separate between the

precious and the vile, in the day of retribution.

Tliough the luicked Israelites shall be as the ivicked

Ethiopians, and tlieir being called Israelites shall

stand them in no stead, yet the pious Israelites shall

not be as the ivicked ones; no, the Judge of all the
earth wilt do right, more right than to slay the righ-
teous with the wicked. Gen. xviii. 25. His eyes are
upon the sinful kingdom, to spy out those /« it who
preserve their integrity, and swim against the
stream, who sigh and cry for the aljnminations of
their land, and tliej' shall be marked for preserva-
tion, so that the destruction shall not be total; I will

not utterly destroy the house ofJacob, not ruin them
by wholesale, and in the gross, good and bad to-

gether, but I will distinguish, as becomes a righ-

teous Judge. Tlie house of Israel shall be sifted as

\
corn is sifted; they sliall be greatly hurried, and
shaken, and tossed, Ijut still in tlie hands of God, in

both his hands, as the sieve in the hands of him that
sifts; (t. 9. ) / will sift the house of Israel among
alt natio?is; wherever they are shaken and scatter-

ed, God will have his eye upon them, and will take
care to separate between the corn and chaff, which
was the thing he designed in sifting them. (1.)
The righteous ones among them, that are as the
solid wheat, shall none of them perish; they shall

be delivered either/?-om, or through, the common
calamities of the kingdom; not the least grain shall

fall on the earth, so as to be lost and forgotten; not

"the least stone, so the word is,. for the good com is

weighty as a stone, in comparison with that which
we call light corn. Note, Whatever shakings there

may be in the world, God does, and will, effectually

provide that none who are titily his, shall be truly

miserable. (2.) The wicked ones among them,
who are hardened in their sins, shall all of then^

perish, v. 10. See what a height of impiety they

are come to; They say. The evil shall net overtake
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and /irevent ua. They think they are innocent, and
do not deserve punishment, or, that the profession

they make of rehition to God will be their exemp-
tion and security from punishment, or, that they

shall be able to make their part good against the

judgments of God, that they shall flee so swiftly

trom them, that they shall not overtake tliem, or

guiird so carefully against them, that tlity shall not

prevent or sur/irise them. Note, Hope of impuni-
ty is the deceitful refuge of the impenitent. But see

what it will come to at last; all the sinners that thus

flatter themselves, and affront God, shall die by the

siuord, the sword of war, which to them shall be the

sword of divine vengeance; yea, though they be the

sinners of mil fieojiLe; for their profession shall not

be their protection. Note, Evil is often nearest

those that put it at the greatest distance from them.

1 1 . •In that day will I raise up the taber-

nacle of David that is fallen, and close up

the breaches thereof ; and I will raise up his

ruins, and I will build it as in the days of

old : 1 2. Tiiat they may possess the rem-

nant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which
are called by my name, saith the Lord that

doeth this. 13. Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, that the ploughman shall

overtake the reaper, and the treader of

grapes him thatsoweth seed ; and the moun-
tains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills

shall melt. 14. And I will bring again the

captivity of wvj people of Israel, and they

shall build the waste cities, and inhabit

them ; and they shall plant vineyards, and
drink, the wine thereof; they siiall also make
gardens, and eat tlie fruit of tiiem. 15. And
1 will plant them upon their land, and they

shall no more be pulled up out of their land

which I have given them, saith the Lord
thy God.

To Him to whom all the prophets bare witness,

this prophet, liere in the close, bears his testimony,
and speaks of that day, those days that shall come,
m which God will do great things for his church,
by the setting up of the kingdom of the Messiah,
for the rejecting of which the rejection of the Jews
was foretold in tlie foregoing verses. The promise
here is said to agree to the planting of the Christian

church, and in that to be fulfilled, Acts xv. 15, 17.

1. It is promised that in the Messiali ;he kingdom
of David shall be restored; (i'. 11.) the tabernacle

of David it is called, his house and family, which,
though great and fixed, yet, in comparison with

the kingdom of heaven, was mean and moveable as

a tabernacle. Tlie church militant, in its present
state, dwelling as in skefiherds'' tents, to feed, as in

soldiers' tents, io fight, is the tabernacle of David.
God's tabernacle is called the tabernacle of David,
because David desired and chose to clivell in God's
tabernacle for ever, Ps. Ixi. 4. Now, (1.) These
tabernacles were fallen and gone to decay, the roy-
al family was so impo\-erishcd, its power abridged,
its honour stained, and laid in the dust; for many of

that race degenerated, and in tlie captivity it lost

the imperial dignity; sore breaches were made upon
it, and at length it was laid in ruins. So it was with
the church of the Jews; in the latter days of it, its

glory was departed, it was like a tabernacle broken
down, and brought to ruin, in respect both of purity

and of prosperity. (2.) By Jesus Christ these ta-

bernacles were raised and rebuilt. In him God's
covenant with David had its accomplishment; and
the glory of that house, which was not only sullied,

but quite sunk, revived again, the breaches ot it

were closed, and its 7-iiins raised ii/i, as in the days

of' old; nay, the spiritual glory of the family of Christ

far exceeded the temporal glory of the family of

David, when it was at its height. In him also God's
covenant with Israel had its accomplishment, and
in the gospel-church the tabernacle of God was set

up among men again, and raised up out of the ruins

of the Jewish state. This is quoted in the first coun-

sel at Jerusalem, as referring to the calling in of the

Gentiles, and God's taking- out of them a fieo/itefor

his name. Note, While tlie world stands, God will

have a church in it, and if it be fallen down in one
place, and among one people, it shall be raised ii/i

elsewhere.

2. It is promised that that kingdom shall be en-

larged, and the territories of it shall extend far, by
the accession of many countries to it; (f. 12.) that

the house of David may possess the remnant of
Edom, and of all the heathen, that is, that Christ
may have them given him for his inheritance, even
the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession,

Ps. ii. 8. Those that had been strangers and ene-

mies, shall become willing, faithful subjects to the
son of David, shall be added to the church, or those

of them that are called by my name, saith the Lord,
that belong to the election of grace, and are ordained
to eternal life; (Acts xiii. 48.) for it is true of the

Gentiles as well as of the Jews, that the election hath
obtained, and the rest mere blinded, Rom. xi. 7.

Christ died to gather together in one the children of
God that ivere scattered abroad, here said to be
those that were called by his 7iame; the promis? is

to all that were afar off, even as many of them aC
the Lord our God shall call, Acts ii. 39. St. James
expounds this as a promise, that the residue of men
should seek after the Lord, even allthe Gentiles tipon

nuhom my name is called. But may the promise be
depended upon ? Yes, the Lord saith this, who
doeth this; who can do it, who has determined to do
it, the power of whose grace is engaged for the doing
of it, and with whom saving and doing are not two
things, as they are with us.

3. That in the kingdom of the Messiah there shall

be great plenty, and abundance of all good things,

that the country produces, {y. 13.) The ploughman
shall overtake the reafier; there shall be such a

plentiful harvest every year, and so much corn to

lie gathered in, that it shall last all summer, even
till autumn, when it is time to begin to plough again

;

and in like manner the vintage shall continue till

seed-time; and there shall be such abundance of

grapes, that even the mountains shall drop new ivine

into the vessels of the grape-gatlierers, and the hills

that were dry and barren, shall be moistened, and
shall melt witli the fatness, or mellonvness (as we
call it) of the soil. Compare this with Joel ii. 24.

and iii. 18. This must certainly be understood of

the abundance of spiritual blessings in heavenly
things, which all those are, and shall be, blessed
with, who are in sincerity added to Christ and his

church; they shall be abundantly replenished with
tlie goodness of God's liouse, with the graces and
comforts of his Spirit; they shall have bread, the
bread riiWie, to strengthen their hearts, and the wine
of divine consolations to make them glad; meat in-

deed, and drink indeed, all the benefit that comes to

the souls of men from the word and Spirit of God;
these had been long confined to the vineyard of the
Jewish church, divine revelation, and the power
that attended it, were to be found only within that

enclosure; but in gospel-times, the mountains and
hills of the Gentile world shall be enriched with
these privileges by the gospel of Christ preached,
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and professed, and received in the power of it.

When great multitudes were converted to the faith

of Christ, and nations were born at once, wlien the

preachers of tlie gospel were always caused to tri-

umph in tlie success of their preaching, then the

filoughman overtook the reajier; and when the

Gentile clwrches were enriched in all utterance,

and in all knoivledge, and all manner of sjiiritual

gifts, (1 Cor. i. 5.5 then the mountains dropped
sweet wine.

4. That the kingdom of the Messiah shall be well

peo/iled; as the country shall be replenished, so

sliall the cities be; there shall be mouths for tliis

meat, v. 14. Those that were carried captives,

shall be brought back out of their captivity; their

enemies shall not be able to detain tliem in the land

of their captivity, nor shall they themselves incline

to settle ill it, but tlie remnant shall return, and
.ihall build the waste cities, and inhabit them, shall

form themselves into Christian churches, and set up
pure doctrine, worship, and discipline among them,
according to tlie gospel-charter, by wliich Clirist's

cities are incorporated; and tliey shall enjoy the

benefit and comfort thereof, they shall plaiit vine

yards, and make gardens; though the mountains

and hills drop wine, and the privileges of the gospel-

church are laid in common, yet they shall enclose

for tliemsclves, not to monopolize these privileges,

to the exclusion of others, but to appropriate and
improve these privileges, in communion with others,

and tliey shall drink the wine, and eat the fruit, of

their own vineyards and gardens; for they that take

pains in religion, as men must do about their vine-

yards and gardens, shall have both the pleasure ariJ

the profit of it. The bringing again of the captivi

ty of God's Israel, which is here promised, may re

fer to the cancelling of the ceremonial law, which
had been long to God's Isi'ael as a yoke of bondage,
and the investing of them in the liberty wherewith
Christ came to make his church free. Gal. v. 1.

5. That the kingdom of the Messiah shall take
sucli deep rooting in the world, as never to be root-

ed out of it; {v. 15.) I will plant them upon their

land. God's spiritual Israel shall he planted, by the

right hand of God himself, upon the land assigned

them, and they shall no more be pulled up out of it, as

the old Jewish church was. God will preserve them
from throwing themselves out of it by a total apcs-

tacy, and will preserve them from being thrown out

of it by the malice of their enemies; the church may
be corrupted, but shall not quite forsake God, may
be persecuted, but shall not quite be forsaxen of
God, so that the gates of hell, neither with their

temptations, nor willi their terrors, shall prevail

against it. Two things secure the perpetuity of the

cliurch; (1.) God's grants to it; It is the land which
I have giz'cn them; and God will confirm and main-
tain his own grants. The part he has given to his

people, is that good part which shall never be taken
from them; he will not revoke his grant, and all the

powers of earth and hell shall not invalidate it. (2.)

Its interest in him; He is the Lord thy God, who
has said it, and will make it good, thine, Israel,

who shall reignfor ever, as thine unto all genera-
tions. And because he lives, the church shall live

also.
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