A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND DEATH

OF

DOCTOR JOHN TYLSTON.

He was born at Whitchurch in Shropshire, March
15th, 1663-4. His father was Mr. John Tylston, of
Fair Oak in Staffordshire, a very pious man, and of
exemplary conversation, especially for a holy con-
tempt of the world, and the things of it, which he
dealt in with a manifest indifferency. I would not
mention so trifling a thing as the coat of arms of his
family, but that the Doctor sometimes observed with
pleasure, that it was the same with that which arch-
bishop Tillotson gave, for whom he had so greata
veneration. His mother was Mrs. Hannah Weld,
of Rushton in Cheshire, who was likewise a very
serious, humble Christian. Under his religious
parents he was carefully brought up in the fear of
God, and discovered early inclinations both to piety
and learning. His father died, March 13th, 1683-4,
his mother, April, 1688. He often blessed God for
his religious parents, and spoke of them with much
respect. His father did not design him for a scholar,
being his eldest son ; nor did he encourage bis in-
clinations to learning, till he saw him so strongly
addicted to it, that to divert him to any thing else,
would have been to put a force and hardship upon
him, too great for such a kind father to put upon so
good a child. He entered upon learning at Whit-
church school, afterward made considerable pro-
gress in it at Newcastle, and for some time at Salop ;
but Mr. Edwards, master at Newport school, put the
last hand to his school learning, and gave it some
very happy strokes. To speak of his industry at
school, and great application, is needless, since that
is supposed in such as afterwards become eminent,
for the time lost at school is seldom recovered ; nor
are those likely to make a good day’s journey that
let slip the morning.

After he left Newport school, he spent some time
with two or three young men jn the family, and
under the tuition, of the Rev. Mr. Malden,at Alking-

ton near Whitchurch, till it pleased God to take
their master from their head, by death, May 21st,
1681. Here he attained to such perfection in the
Greek and Hebrew, as made both those languages
very familiar to him; and the half year he spent in
them with Mr. Malden (for he had gone in them as
far as boys ordinarily do in schools) he often reflected
upon with satisfaction. The Hebrew language,
though not serviceable to him in his profession, yet
he carefully retained, by using his Hebrew Bible in
his attendance on the public reading and expound-
ing of the Scripturos.

In his earnest pursuit after learning, his affections
and attendances to the exercises of piety were not
less vigorous. He learnt betimes to write the ser-
mons he heard in short-hand, and many of them he
took pains to write at large, for the benefit of his
friends. Soon after the death of Mr. Malden, by
the advice of his ncar kinsman, and very dear friend,
Mr. John Benion, Vicar of Malmsbury, he went to
Oxford, and was admitted in Trinity College : his
tutor was the learned Mr. Thomas Sykes, now Dr.
Sykes, the Rev. Margaret’s Professor of Divinity in
that University. He was soon taken notice of and
countenanced by the Rev. Dr. Bathurst, President of
that college, who directed him in his studies. Here
he so well approved himself for diligence and so-
briety, that his worthy tutor, many years after, thus
expresseth himself concerning him ; ‘ that he never
had more reason to be pleased with the share he had
in any man’s education, than in his.” When he
was about Bachelor’s standing, though he had very
much applied himself to the study of divinity and
the Scriptures, yet his inclinations led him to the
study of physic, which he had laid a good founda-
tion for, by his improvements in Natural Philosophy,
nam ubi definit physicus ibi incipit medicus. Pur-
suant to this resolve, after he had for some time
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directed his reading into this channel, in the year
1684 he removed to London, where he applied him-
self very closely to that study under the direction of
that eminent physician, the honour of his profession,
Dr. Blackmore, now Sir Richard Blackmore. After
some time the learned Dr, Sydenham, (to whose in-
genuity the faculty is thought to owe a great deal of
its modern improvement,) hearing of him and of his
character, sent for him, and was so well pleased
with him, that he took him into his house, and gave
him all the advantages imaginable, of acquainting
him with the best methods of practice. Read what
he himself had occasion to write concerning these
happy instruments of his learning, in a letter to a
friend, not long before he died.

“ I bave ever looked upon my obligatious to those
to whom my education was committed as inexpres-
sibly great, and'beyond all possibility of return. My
tutor, the Rev. Dr. Sykes, was always to me as a
father, and as such I still love and honour him. I
love the very name of Sir Richard Blackmore, who
first encouraged me to the stady of physic, gave me
the first invitation to London, recommended me to se-
veral good friendships there, took care of me in the
small-pox, put me in a way of acquainting me with
the city practice, and honoured me with the freedom
of his own most ingenious and instructive conver-
sation, as well as the use of his library. As for the
great Dr. Sydenham, who received me into his house,
carried me with him to his patients, led me into the
mysteries of the faculty, and with a most gencrous
freedom, and perpetual expressions, both verbal and
real, of a true affection, trcated me not only as a son,
and disciple, but as a friend and companion, inter-
esting himself with a paternal kindness in all my
concerns : I cannot think of him otherwise than as
a father, a friend, and benefactor ; and as such his
mcmory must ever be sacred to me. He often told
me, that if it were possible for him to get loose from
his engagements at London, he could gladly come
and spend the remainder of his days with me in the
country. All this was the effect of his own generous
temper of mind ; for which way could I either desire
such a degree of friendship, or make any suitable
returns ?”’

It was a very great kindness which Dr. Sydenham
retained for him while he lived. Thus he expresseth
himself concerning him, in one of his letters: I
do assure you, upon the word of an old man, I have
a very entire love for you, and if it lay in my power,
I should be more glad to do you service, than any
one in the world, next my own children.” Suchan
interost he had in the affections of that ingenious
man, who in his last sickness gave him this character,
that he was the most grateful man in the world.
Those who knew any thing of Dr. Sydenham’s prin-
ciples of religion, ought to know likewise, that Dr.
Tylston was his disciple in physic, but far from being
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so in divinity. Dr. Sydenbam taught him, that the

study of physic was not the framing of a curious
hypothesis, and being able to support and contend
forit; but learning by experi , and the observa-
tions of others in practice, how to cure diseases by
assisting nature in its struggles with them. Every

one knows how far to seek a lawyer wosld be in his .

profession, that should spend many years in reading
books, and descanting upon them, and never attend
the courts, nor acquaint himself with the methods
of practice; and a physician that would take the

same course, would be no less at a loss in his pro-

fession. It is ill trusting a guide that knows no
more of the road but what he hath learned by the
map.

ingenuity of his pupil, which made him very free in
communicating to him the arcana of his practice;
so that in a féw months he became master of that

many years large practice had gathered. This made

The Doctor was soon aware of the quickness and

treasure of observations, which that great man by

his way at the first setting out very plain, and en-

abled him to proceed with very great assurances;
which was a mighty advantage to one, whose natural
temper was very far from being confident and daring,
and who never knew how to boast of a false gift, as
the wise man expresseth it, Prov. xxviii. 14. nor
to pretend to that knowledge, which certainly he
bad not.

In the beginning of the year 1687, by the advice
of Dr. Sydenham, in company with the Doctor’s son,
he took a journey to the university of Aberdecn, in
Scotland, which gave him an opportunity of enlarg-
ing his acquaintance, and there they both took the
degree of Doctor in Physic, which that university

conferred on them with particular marks of respect.
His great readiness to advise and assist sick

people, wherever he came occasionally, his care
never to give any thing that might occasion abortion,
and strict caution, never to reveal any of his patients’
secrets, were three instances of his careful observ-
ance. Soon after his retarn to London, Dr. Syden-
ham very much pressed him to launch out into the
business of his profession. Accordingly, in May,
1687, he came down into the country, and scttled in

his native soil, at Whitcharch : nor did any ask, as

men usually do of a prophet, in his own country,
whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty
works? for his early genius had promised something
great and considerable, and had anticipated the
prejudice. 'When some of his friends at London
had offered him their interest in some of the country
gentlemen, to whom they would recommend him, he
very thankfully declined making use of their kind-
ness, saying, his practice he hoped could recom-
mend him; nor did it fail to do so, for he quickly
fell into very good business, and that which was

useful to many ; and without any great difficulty he
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got over the prejudices which people commonly
have against a young physician, and gave experi-
mental proof, that though days should speak, and
maultitude of years should speak wisdom, yet neither
skill nor success are tied to age.

June 30th, 1687, he married Katharine, the se-
cond daughter of Mr. Philip Henry, of Broad Oak,
by whom he bad six children, three sons and three
daughters : one of his sons died of the small-pox, the
other five he left behind him.

In the beginning of the year 1680 he removed to
Chester ; earnestly invited there by many of his
friends, among whom he had given occasionally
such proof of his abilities, as were sufficient to make
a way for his advantageous settlement there, where
there were several other physicians; and the event,
both in the city and country about, rather outdid
than fell short of expectation. Having thus brought
down the story of his life to his settlement at Chester,
where he spent the last nine years of it, we come to
consider his character, which, in many particulars
of it, was very exemplary and instructive.
shall take a view of him,

I. As a scholar. While he lived he continued
very industrious in the pursuit of knowledge ;
though his attainments in learning were very great,
yet he was still pressing forward, and redeemed the
time he could spare from practice, for study. His
closet and books were to him what the tavern and
glass of wine are to many men of business, a di-
version from the cares, and the filling up of the va-
cancies, of business. Few new books came within
his reach, but he found time to make himself master
of their notions ; but his delight was mostly in the
writings of the ancients. Cicero, Seneca, and Plu-
tarch he much admired, and made them very fa-
miliar to him. Pliny’s epistles be took great plea-

sare in. These, and other the like, he did not only
look into, or cast an eye upon, now and then; but
read them through and through, digested their dis-
courses, and was able to give a good account of their
reasonings. The passages he met with, which he
thought useful to illustrate any text of Scripture, he
transcribed at large, into his interleaved Bible, or
some other repository. He likewise marked in his
book what was most considerable, that he might
review them with more ease, and advantage. Some
of the ancient writers of the Christian church he
likewise acquainted bimself with, as Tertullian; and
Dot long before his death, he spent a great deal of
time in Lactantius’s works, much to his satisfaction.
" Out of these also he selected many things, as before,
and was communicative of what he read, in dis-
course with bis friends. In natural philosophy, he

Was somewhat sceptical, and though he was well

able to discourse of the history of nature, yet he was

always ready to own himself unable to determine

Soncerning the secret spri:;gs and causes. Of this

Q

And we-

be thus expresseth himself in a letter to a friend,
upon occasion of his inquiry into or concerning the
causes of muscular motions.

1 think it more ingenuous (and cheaper I am
sure it is) for a man to confess his ignorance, than
be at a great deal of pains to discover it; for my
own part, I hope I can employ my time better than
in such disquisitions as, after all my search and
thought, will afford me no good satisfaction ; it is
as good to be unsatisfied at first as at last, when I
find that a progress in the search does not lessen
the difficulty.”

Let us view him,

II. Asthe master of a family. In this capacity,
his conversation was exemplary, ,

1. For prudence and virtue in his carriage to-
wards his family and relations, as a husband, a
father, and master. A very happy mixtare of au-
thority and love I have often observed in his do-
mestic conduct, and such as renders parents and
masters both easy to themselves and their families,
He managed his children with great wisdom and
tenderness, having them in subjection, with all
gravity, as the apostle speaks, 1 Tim. iii. 4. and yet
without harshness or severity, but on the contrary,
with a discreet indulgence.

2. For piety and devotion in his family worship;
in the discharge of which he was conscientious.
Though his business hindered him often from ob-
serving a constant time for it, yet the moming and
evening sacrifice of prayer and praise, and that
most commonly with reading the Scriptures in
course, and singing psalms, were duly offered up in
his family. He furnished his house with several of
Mr. Tate’s new translation of the Psalms, ahd sung
them over in order, without reading the lines. I
have observed it, as an evidence of his careful and
profitable reading of the Scriptures, that in dis-
course, he would frequently mention what he had
particularly taken notice of in that course of his
reading.

The sermons he heard on the Lord’s day, he con-
stantly wrotc, and diligently repeated them to his
family at night, that they might give the more earn-
est heed to the things which they had heard. Upon
occasion of any special providence, merciful or
afflictive, in the family, he frequently desired the
assistance of some of his relations, with his family,
in prayer and praise. For some years before he
died, he kept an annual thanksgiving to God in bis
house, for the recovery of his eldest son from a dan-
gerous fever.

III. As a physician. The calling wherein he was
called is confessedly needful and honourable, and
a great blessing to mankind ; and all that knew him,
could not but look upon him as an ornament to it.
Some of his own profession were pleased to say,

they doubted not but if he had lived he would
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have been one of the eminentest physicians in all
these parts of England. In the study of physic he
was constant and indefatigable, and even after he
had obtained a considerable reputation by his prac-
tice, he continued as diligent in study as if he were
again to lay the foundation. He read and collected
many things out of the writings of the ancient phy-
sicians, Hippocrates, Galen, and others, and few of
the modern improvements that were considerable
escaped his notice. He laid out himself very much
to procare books that might be helpful to him, and
oft complained of his distance from London and
Oxford, where he might have the advantage of
large libraries. Of the writers in physic, he gene-
rajly valucd those most who wrote by way of narra-
tive, and of matters of fact, and obscrvations upon
them, rather than those that raised hypotheses, and
built upon them. Dr. Sydenham’s works he had
justly a great value for, and after he had often read
them over, that he might yet more thoroughly ac-
quaint himself with them, he drew a very large
and complete index to them, alphabetically.

He had, for some years before he died, laid the
scheme of a great project, which, if God had spared
him to carry on and finish, would no doubt have
been very acceptable to the learned world. It was
a universal history of epidemic diseases, digested
in the order of time, through all the ages and places
of the world that we have any record of, to be col-
lected out of the most authentic historians and best
physicians. From such a collection as this, he
thought many useful hints might be taken, not only
for the discovery of the changes of the constitution
of acute distempers, but also for their cure; for
what is there of which it may be said, See this is new,
Eccl. i. 10. He laid the plan of this design, and
proceeded in it as far as his own library and his
friends would furnish him with materials, but let it
stand for want of such books as were necessary to
the conducting of it, but could not possibly be pro-
cared. What he knew, he was very willing to im-
part to others, that were like to do good with it. I
hate concealment (saith he in a letter to a friend)
and monopoly, especially in a faculty that is con-
versant with the lives of men.”

In the practice of physic, he was exemplary for
three things :

1. His diligence, faithfulness, and concern for
his patients, whose case he did naturally care for.
He took pains to study such cases as had difficulty
in them, and consulted his books about them. He
was more frequent in his visits than most physicians
are, and was very industrious in his personal attend-
ance, to prevent any mistake in making up or ad-
ministering what he prescribed ; in either of which
an error may be fatal. He would never (unless in
a very plain and common case) prescribe any thing
till he himself saw the patient, for he looked upon
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the right understanding of the case (which is scarce-
ly to be obtained but by personal view and exami-
nation) to be half the cure. In many acute diseases,
he found it necessary to be much with the patienat,
that he might be aware of every curative indication,
and observe which way nature strove to help itself,
and might immediately come to its assistance. His
labour and pains in travelling early and late, was
not so much a fatigue to him, as his great care and
concern of his patients, even those that were strang-
ers to him, and those he got nmothing by. One
might see by bis countenance, when he had a patient
under his hand in perilous circumstances, and
where life hung in doubt. Such cases often broke
his sleep, and drew from him complaints, what a
heavy burthen it was to him, to have the lives of
people in his hands; but the great success he fre-
quently had in the most difficult cases, yielded him
a pleasure and satisfaction proportionable to the
exigency of the case.

He was not very apt to give a patient over in de-
spair of a recovery, but while there was any room
left for the use of means, he would continue them ;
complaining that many were lost by being said to
be so; and yet, where he apprchended the case very
dangerous and desperate, he made conscience of
letting the patients or their friends know it. He
admonished them if the house were not set in order,
to do it immediately. He had so great a tenderness
for them that were under his care, that some of his
patients have said, that he was to thbem no less a
true friend, than a skilful physician.

2. In his charity to the poor. This he was very
eminent for; as in other things, so particularly in
the business of his profession. I believe I may
safely say, that his patients whom he gave his ad-
vice to freely were many more than those he re-
ceived fees from, for he was the poor man’s doctor.
He has sometimes travelled many miles to advise
a poor body gratis, with as much kindness and
cheerfulness as ever he visited the most generous
and wealthy of his patients, and never neglected any
for their poverty ; nay, he not only gave his advice
freely to the poor, but frequently gave them their
physic too, to his great expense, and often lament-
ed it, that so little care is taken of those poor, when
they are sick, who, when they are well, make shift
to subsist without being troublesome, and much de-
sired that some liberal things might be devised for
the support of such. To excite himself to all acts of
kindness and beneficencc, he wrote two Seriptures
in Greek in the beginning of his pocket dispensa-
tory, which he always carried about with bim ; one
speaking the example of our Lord Jesus, Acts x. 38.
He went about doing good ; the other, the words of
our Lord Jesus, Acts x. 25. It is more blessed to gire
than to receive. And because he was sometimes
kind to those who were so rude and ungrateful as
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not to own his kindness, that this might not dis-
courage his charity, be wrote in the same book that
remark of Pliny’s, ¢ It is most pleasant to be kind
to the grateful, but most honourable to be kind to
the ungrateful.”

3. His piety and religion, which appeared even
in the business of his profession, was sufficient to
give the world another idea of Religio Medici, than
it hath sometimes had. It was plain, that in follow-
ing his practice, he aimed at the glory of God,
and doing good, more than at getting wealth, and
raising an estate. I have often heard him say, he
would not take five hundred a-year to leave off his
practice, (though perhaps he never got half so much
by it,) such a mighty satisfaction had bhe in being
useful and serviceable to his generation, as unto the
Lord, and not unto men. It was an excellent say-
ing, which he made his own, Let me be God's hand.
His frequent and earnest prayers to God for his
patients, and for a blessing on what he adminis-
tered to them, and for direction in his prescrip-
tions, did speak not only a tender concern for his
patients, but also an active and lively belief of the
providence of God, and of our dependence upon
that providence, that every man’s judgment pro-
ceedeth from the Lord. The observations he made
of the influence which very small and minute cir-
cumstances had upon turning the event, strength-
encd his belief of the divine condact, guiding the
means to the end.

IV. We come in the last place, to take a view
of him as a Christian. And here we find him in
many particulars very exemplary.

He was a strict observer of the laws of morality
and virtue, sobriety and temperance, justice and
charity, which he looked upon as essential to pure
religion, oft appealing to the most distinguishing
character of good and bad men, 1 John iii. 7, 10.
He that doth righteousness, is righteous, and he that
doth not righteousness, is not of God. As he made it
his business to do good unto all he was concerned
with, so it was his care to do evil to none. He was
ready in the Scriptures, and mighty in them. Some
very judicious divines that have conversed with
him in matters of religion, have been surprised and
ashamed, to find one whose profession led him to
other studies, as well acquainted with the Scrip-
tares, as most of those whose profession obligeth
them to that study. He was very much in medita-
tion upon divine things; and when his thoughts
fastened upon a subject, that was more than ordi-
pary affecting, he committed them to writing.
Many sheets of divine contemplation he has left
behind him on some of the most important subjects.
As, arguments to prove the being of God ; another,
concerning God’s eternity; another, of the argu-
ments of the truth of the Christian religion ; ano-

ther, of the present darkness 2we are in concerning
3a
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the particulars of a futuare state ; another, concern-
ing the extent of divine grace ; another, concerning
religious joy, on 1 Thess. v. 16. Rejoice evermore ;
another, which he calls thoughts on human life, with
divers others. Some curious and uncommon things
there are in these dissertations, but all savouring of
great piety and devotedness to God, and an experi-
mental knowledge of divine things. Though he was
himself thoroughly furnished for every good work,
yet he was very diligent in his attendance upon
public'assemblies for religious worship, and often
complained of it, (as one of the greatest infelicities of
his profession,) that it very often unavoidably took
up a good part of his sabbath time, and hindered him
from the public worship of God, which would have
been an intolerable grievance to him if he had not
had this to comfort him, that our Lord Jesus Christ
has taught us to prefer mercy before sacrifice,
whenever they are rivals.

In his profession of Christianity he was a great
enemy to mnarrow principles, and was actvated
by a spirit of catholic charity and communion ;
and disliked nothing more in any party than their
monopolizing’ of the church and ministers, and un-
churching and unministering those who in matters
of doubtful disputation differed from them, and
forbidding those members to join at any time with
such religious assemblies as could not be denied
to have among them all the essentials of divine
worship. He had a very great veneration for the
pious and moderate divines of the church of Eng-
land, no man more, and joined as seriously and re-
verently in the Liturgy as any man, when he was
occasionally present at it, but in the choice of his
stated commanion he was determined (though to his
prejudice in secular interest) by these two rules :

1. That we should choose to attend ordinarily
upon those administrations, (as far as the divine
providence puts them within our reach,) which we
find to be most for our edification in knowledge and
faith, in comfort and holiness, and most likely to
answer the end of ordinances. He particularly
pleaded for himself, that he that had so little time
to spare for his soul from the business of his pro-
fession, had reason to improve that little to the best
advantage. What is most edifying and advanta-
geous every man is best able to judge for himself.

2. That it is most comfortable to join with those
who take all occasions to express their love and
respect for those Christians that differ in their
apprehensions from them, and uncomfortable to
hear those upon all occasions condemned in the
lump, and put under the blackest characters, some
of whom we have reason to believe fear God and
work righteousness, and therefore doubtless are
accepted of him.

These I know to be the principles he went upon,
and in his practice according to them he was
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steady, uniform, and constant ; and I think he was
not to be called a dissenter from the church of Eng-
land, but a dissenter from all parties, or a consenter
to catholic Christianity. He gave this reason among
others why he would have his children baptized
publicly, because he would publicly own a ministry
which was condemned by many as null and invalid.

He was a great promoter and encourager of works
of charity and mercy, was very ready to every good
work of that kind, often mentioning the rule of
judgment at the great day, Matt. xxv. 36. as giving
the surest rule of practice mow. His generous
present which he made towards the building of the
new chapel at Trinity College in Oxford was one
fnstance of his forwardness to any good work, as it
was of his gratitude to the nursery of learning in
which he had his education.

Two things more I shall observe as very exemplary
concerning his piety in its causes and principles.

1. His good thoughts of God. He delighted to
speak, and much more to think, of the infinite mercy
of God; that he is a being that doth not delight in
punishing his creatures, but in doing them good ; and
would therefore by no means admit those opinions
which exclude from salvation all Gentiles and un-
baptized infants. The plain and undoubted truth
of God’s eternal goodness to all his creatures, that
have not forfeited their interest in it, must be relied
upon, and nothing which divine revelation bas left
us in the dark about set up in contradiction to it.

In reference to the manifestly deplorable state of
a great part of mankind, he pleased himself with
the thought, that this earth is but a small part of
the univesse, and that it is probable there are
many worlds of holy and blessed beings which we
know nothing of ; and he was very inclinable to
believe, that though in this earth they who find the
way to life are comparatively few, yet taking the
whole creation together, the everlasting monuments
of God’s mercy and love will be many more than
those of his wrath and justice.

He took great pleasure in speaking of his own
experience of the goodness of God to him, often
mentioning with comfort that Scripture, Jcr. iii. 4.
My Father, thou art the guide of my youth ; and ob-
served with pleasure, to the glory of God, and the
encouragement of his friends, how the hand of divine
Providence had wisely managed his affairs to his
comfort, beyond any design or foresight of his own.

2. His low thoughts of this world, which he often
spoke of with great contempt, as vanity and vex-
ation of spirit, and unworthy the affections of an
immortal soul. So far was he from indulging the
body, that there was nothing he complaincd of more,
than that he found it such an entanglement and
encumbrance to the soul. So little love he had to
this life, that he often said he did not think it worth
while to live, unless it were to do good ; and as to
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worldly wealth, what more is it (said he) than food
and raiment, and having that one may be content.

Taking example from his father-in-law, Mr.
Henry, (of whom he was a very great admirer, wit-
ness the ingenious Latin epitaph he made upon
him,) he interlined in his almanack each year a
remark upon his birth-day, in Latin well worthy
the transcribing, as speaking his thankfulness to
God for the mercies of his life, his farther depend-
ence upon God’s providence, and his desires and
hopes of everlasting life,

On March 15th, 1696-7, he thus writes, ‘“ Ebene-
zer. I have been a sojourner and pilgrim in the
earth these three-and-thirty years. I am obliged to
say my days have been few. I cannotsay they have
been evil, for but few of the sorrows of mortality in
events more afflictive, or health less constant, have
happened to me. Divine Providence has afforded
me a constant supply of life, and of all the happy
conveniences of it, and with a tender care to aid me
from the invading fury of those evils to which I have
sometimes apprehended myself exposed.”

¢ The issues of faturity set out by God in wvast
eternity shall never be viewed by mortal eye.

“March 15th, 1607-8. The fifteenth of March,
1663-4, was the day of my own birth ; the fifteenth of
March, 1683-4, was the day of my father’s funeral :
on one and the same day at the distance of twenty
years, my own mother, his consort, delivered me
into his tender arms, and our common mother, the
earth, received him into the enclosure of the grave.
So that the same time was a spring of day to him,
and of grief to me. God had set the one over
against the other, to prevent a luxurious mirth on
the one hand, and disanimating sorrow on the
other ; but I am still within the lines of affliction,
and that there is more occasion to lament myself,
who am yet waiting for the goal, than him, who is
safely arrived at it, is a thing indisputable. We
are born to anguish, we die to triumph; and oh!
thou bappy soul, who, having piously and honour-
ably discharged the duties and fatigues of mortality,
art with endless pleasure and trinmph at once got
up to everlasting bliss, it remains that I follow
thee. Heaven grant I may arrive at thee.”

¢« March 15th, 1698-9. Infancy commences at
birth, and continues to the 5th year of life. Puerility
begins there and goes on to the 18th year. The time
between that and 25 affords us the style of young
men. The space between that and the 35th year is
our most flourishing time. Afterwards till we arrive
at 49 we are said to be middle aged. That being
once passed we are justly declared old. I have
therefore this very year and day entered on the last
stage but one of mortality. It is most equal that
now at last I abandon the vanities not only of child-
hood, but of youth too, and compose myself to de-
signs that are manly. If human age must not be
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reckoned beyond the 70th year, I have run over half
my course. What dangers have I escaped! What
blessings bave I enjoyed by the mercy of my most
kind God! Wherefore I entirely depend on him.
I entircly commit myself to him who will certainly
afford me seasonable relief in this weary pilgrimage,
and bestow on me a blessed immortality in the na-
tive country of my then happy soul.”

All that remains now, is to give some account of
the period of his life, having seen the end of his con-
versation. From what he was and did it was easy to
prognosticate to what an eminency he was likely to
arrive, and how great a blessing his olderyears would
prove to his age and generation; but this prospect
was attended with melancholy prognostication that
be would not be long-lived. Ris constitution was
very tender and nice, his digestion bad, his body
unable to bear much fatigue, and, in short, his soul
too big and too active for it, and a lamp that burnt
too fast to burn long.

Some slight fevers he had at his coming to Chester,
which went off without any threatening symptoms,
but left him very careful in the management of him-
self, which he did not in the'way of self-indulgence,
but of self-denial. But what fence can there be
against the messengers of death when they come with
commission from the God of life. The fever that
was mortal to him arrested him March 29th, 1699,
about noon, immediately after he had written a long
letter to his dear friend and kinsman, Mr. Benion
of Malmsbury. He feared he had taken cold the
night before in the bookseller’s shop, where he was
detained by the perusal of a new book, but he had
bad a very good night and visited his patients that
morning. The first invasion the disease made was
very violent, in an extreme coldness and shivering,
succecded by a burning, no less violent, which after
some hours went off in a very profuse sweat. He
presently took the alarm, and apprehended it not
unlikely that it might prove a summons to the grave.

He said he had now lived past half the age of man,
which was longer than he had expected some years
ago. Thus the arrests of death are no surprise to
those who all the days of their appointed time wait
till their change comes. He expressed much satis-
faction in the mercy and goodness of God, and fast-
ened upon his oath, that he hath no pleasure in the
death of sinners. Hec likewise cheerfully resigned

bimself to the will of God whether for lifc or death,
“What we will (said he) we think is best, but what
God will we are sure is best.” He addressed him-
self to his dying work with great seriousness and ap-
plication. ¢ I cannotthink of death (said he) with-
out concern, but I bless God I can think of it with-
out terror ;”” and frequently in his sickness he spake
of dying with all the concern and satisfaction that
became a wise man, and a good Christian, and one
who very well knew both that it is a serious thing
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to die, and yet that death hath no sting init toa
child of God. Many excellent things he said in his
illness which spake a great contempt of the world,
an entire resignation to the divine will, and a cheer-
ful expectation of the glory to be revealed, which
cannot be recovered in his own words, but deserved
to be written in letters of gold. The disease after
the first onset (which was fierce) seemed to retreat
for two days, and gave good hopes of a speedy re-
covery, though he himself spoke doubtfully of his
case ; but on the 4th day it rallied again, and scized
his spirits with such a violent assault, that he re-

ceived the sentence of death within himself, and

though afterwards there were some lucid intervals,

yet from thenceforward he manifestly declined apace,

and set himself very solemnly and deliberately to

take his leave of this world, and to make his entrance

into another; and one time or other, as his distemper

gave leave, he scarce left any thing untouched that

was proper to be said by a dying man. He several

times said, that when he reflected upon his manifold

failings and defects, he had reason enough to trem-

ble at the thoughts of going to give up his account

to God, but (said he) with an air of courage and

cheerfulness, ‘I trust to the infinite mercy of God

and the all-sufficient merits and mediation of the

Lord Jesus;” and here he cast anchor, as one aban-

dantly satisfied. Sometimes he was much enlarged

in blessing God for the experience he had had of
his goodness to him, which he said he could never’
enough admire; particularly he thanked God that
he had kept him from deism, or from imbibing any

corrupt principles of religion when he was abroad;

also that he had not lived altogether a useless life

in the world, but that God had owned him in his pro-

fession, and given him success in it. “I cannot ex-

press (said he) how good God hath been to me all

my days, and it is my comfort that I am going to a
world where I shall be for ever praising him.” He

said if he had thought his time would have been so
short, he would not have spent so much of it as he
had done in the study of heathen authors, but he
did it with a good design, that he might acquaint
himself with the dictates of the light of nature, and

know how far they went, and he had found this
search a very great confirmation to him of the truth
of the Christian religion, which doth so highly im-
prove and perfect natural religion, and relieves us
there where that is manifestly defective, and leaves
us at a loss.

He frequently expressed a great willingness to
die, though he had upon many accounts reason
enough to desire to live, but (said he) ¢ every man
must go in his order; let this be the order appointed
for me, I am very well satisfied.”” He encouraged
his relations and friends cheerfully to resign him up
to the will of God, and desired they would do it
without murmuring. He much delighted in prayer,
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and joined with much affection in the prayers that were
frequently made with him. Daring all hisillness he
seemed to have a very great composure of mind, and
settled peace, except one night when he was in a
delirium, or, as he called it afterwards, a stupor,
which he could give no account of ; and in that he
expressed a dread of God’s wrath, and some amaz-
ing fears concerning his everlasting state; butin a
short time (through God’s great goodness) that storm
passed away, and he enjoyed a constant serenity of
mind till he entered into everlasting peace. He
bore the pains of his distemper with an exemplary
patience and easiness of mind, making the best of
every thing, and seldom complaining, but very
thankful to those that attended him and ministered
to him. He took a solemn farewell of those about
him, spoke to his dear yoke-fellow with good words
and comfortable words, kissed and blessed all his
children, and to them that were become capable of
receiving it gave good advice. He charged his son
to be sure to study the Scriptures, and make them
the guide of his ways ; and, said he to him, ** What-
ever new opinions thou mayst meet with in philoso-
phy, play with them as thou wilt, but never affect
new notions and new opinions in religion, but stick
to the good old religion of Christ and his apostles,
and that will bring thee to heaven.” He desired
his children might read Mr. John Janeway’s Life,
and Mr. Baxter’'s Poor Man’s Family Book, which
latter he had read a little before he sickened ; as he
had sometime before read with abundant satisfac-
tion (and abridged) his Reasons for the Christian
Religion, and particularly expressed himself greatly
pleased with that summary of religion which is there
in a few words, p. 227. * Religion is nothing else,
but faith turning the soul by repentance from the
flesh and world, to the love and praise and obedi-
ence of God, in the joyful hope of the heavenly
glory.”

He called for his servants, and took leave of them
with prayer and good counsel ; he earnestly pressed
upon them diligence in religion, dnd to take heed of
all sin; and “see to it (said he) that you do that
which you may reflect upon with comfort when you
come to be in my condition.” He commended the
ways of religion and godliness to those about him
as good ways, and such as he himself had experi-
enced to be ways of pleasantness, and paths of
peace.

It was an expression, among many, of his great
humility, that to one of his affectionate farewells he
gave me (Mr. Matthew Henry) he added, “and 1
pray God that those who survive me may profit more
by your ministry than I have done, abundantly, abun-
" dantly more.” He remembered his love and respects
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to many of his friends in the country, and (said he)
I must not forget the church of God. Thoughit be
a time of trouble with the charch in many places, yet
those that are gone before, died in thisbelief, that God
would do great things for his church in the latterdays,
and so do I too ; Lord, do good in thy good pleasure
unto Zion.” He often comforted himself with the
believing hopes and expectations of a better state
on the other side death, and recited many Scriptares
that speak of it: ¢ Oh the glorious mansions (said
he) in our Father’s house, and glorious inhabitants
in those mansions ; pleasures for evermore.” Whes
be bhad some food given to him he said, * What a
blessed state will that be when I shall hunger no
more, nor thirst any more.” When he was some-
times asked how he did, he answered, “ 1 am goingto
anotherworld, and I hope, through grace, to a better.
I know (said he) whom I have trusted, and that he is
able to keep that which I have committed to him.”
One present answered, * A great truth.” He replied,
“Yes, and a great trustee.” He said, ¢ If it were the
will of God, he would desire to die in the actual
contemplation of the goodness of God, and the glory
to be revealed.”

No advice, no help, no means that could be had,
were wanting, but the weakness of his constitution
came against him, and forced nature to yield to the
disease; which he was himself first aware of, and
spoke with much cheerfalness, and submission to
the divine will. The two last days of his sickness,
though he continued sensible, yet he took little
notice, but lay easy, and declined gradually, and on
Saturday night, April 8th, about eleven o’clock, 2
little before the entrance of the sabbath, he entered
into his rest, and went to keep an everlasting sab-
bath within the veil. I never saw any who seemed
to die so easily and quietly as he did ; there was no
conflict, no struggle, no agony in his death, but he
breathed his last without the least sigh, or groan, or
wrestling. There was not only no sting in his death,
but no bands in his death. Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord.

The Tuesday following he was interred in Trinity
Church in Chester, attended to the grave with abun-
dance of tears and honourable testimonies; and
it might be truly said at his faneral, as it was at
Jacob’s, “ This is a grievous mourning.” In so great
a congregation there has seldom been so few dry
eyes.

yThc Rev. Mr. Newcome of Tattenhall, his dear
and intimate friend, preached his funeral sermonon
Phil. i. 21. T me to live iz Christ, and to dic is gair,
and by the character of him did him honour at his
death.



