A SERMON,

CONCERNING THE

FORGIVENESS OF SIN AS A DEBT,

PREACHED IN LONDON, JUNE lsr, 1711,

MATT. vi. 12. And forgive us our debts.
COMPARED WITH

Luke xi. 4. And forgive us our sins.

Frowu this petition in the Lord’s prayer, thus dif-
ferently expressed by the two evangelists, we may
easily observe, (for prayer may preach, this prayer
preaches,)

1. That sin is a debt to God Almighty ; nay, it
becomes us to express it with application, (for, so
such truths as these look best,).Our sins are our debts.

II. That the pardon of sin is the forgiveness of
this debt, and the discharge of the debtor from it:
and as the former must be thought of with a peni-
tent application, confessing and bewailing our sins,
as our debts, so this with a believing application.
This is a privilege offered to us in the gospel : O that
we might partake of it !

Repentance and remission of sins, are the two
great things which ministers are appointed to preach,
in Christ’s name, to all nations ; and which Christ
is himself exalted to the right hand of the Father to
give,® else our preaching them would be in vain. I
am here this day to preack them, depending upon
divine grace to give them ; as an ambassador for
Christ, to beseech you, by repentance for sin, to be
reconciled to God, thag by the remission of sin he
may be reconciled to you. Brethren, these are
matters of life and death, matters of everlasting con-
cern; and therefore challenge your serious atten-
tion.

Many of you have a prospect of drawing nigh to
the Lord, and having commuunion with him at his
table: and what better service can I do you, than
to assist your repentance in your preparations for
that ordinance, and to assure you of pardon, upon

repentance, in your attendance upon it? To show
you sin, that in reflection upon it you may sow in
tears ; and to show you Christ, that in dependence
on him you may reap in joy,© and by him may have
your tears wiped away.

This similitude, which represents sin as a debt,
and the pardon of sin as the forgiving of that debt,
our Saviour often used: and it is a proper one, and
very significant, and I hope by the blessing of God
may be of use both to let us into the understanding
of this great concern, and to affect us with it.

1. The sins we are to repent of are our debts to
God.

There is a debt to God, which arises from the
command of the law, and we do not pray to be dis-
charged from that: a debt of duty, which we always
owe, and must be always paying in the strength of
his grace ; a yoke so easy, that we cannot desire to
be eased of it ; a service so reasonable, as that, if we
understand ourselves aright, we cannot but be rea-
soned into it.

We are debtors, not to the flesh,® says the apostle ;
we are under no obligation to serve it and please it,
and make provision for it; which intimates that we

.are debtors to God: that which is said to be our

duty to do,* is 6 wpehopey woinoar, that which we owe
the doing of. 'We owe adoration to God, as a Being
infinitely bright, and blessed, and glorious. We owe
allegiance to him as our Sovereign Lord and Ruler.
We are bound in honour and duty, in gratitude and
interest, to observe his statutes, and to keep his laws ;
are bound by all the relations we stand in to him as
our Creator, Owner, and Benefactor, to love and
fear him, and under the influence of those two com-
manding principles, to serve and obey him: and we
must reckon it our happiness, that we arc thus
obliged, and labour to be more and more sensible of
the obligations. The loosing of our other bonds
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strengthens these ; so the Psalmist thought, when
in consideration thereof he said, O Lord, truly Iam
thy servant, I am thy servant, for thou hast loosed my
bonds.f

There is likewise a debt we owe to one another,
which we must not pray to be discharged from, but
always kept under the bonds of, and that is, bro-
therly love. When we are commanded to render to
all their due, s0 as to owe no man any thing ; yet
we are told we must still owe this, to love one an-
otker ;¢ which when we do we pay a just debt, and
yet must still abound more and more."

There isadebt to God, which arises from the curse
and condemnation of the law, which we are fallen
under, by our breach of the command of the law;
and this is that which we here pray to be discharged
from: the debt of punishment, that death which we
are told is the wages of sin.! It is a penal bond, by
which we are obliged to our daty; so that for non-
performance of the duty we become liable to the
penalty : and thus our sins are our debts ; and being
all sinners, we are all debtors. Know then that the
Lord has a controversy * with you, an action against
you, an action of debt, wherein—in bhis name—I
here arrest you all, pursuant to the great intention
of the Spirit, which is to convince the world of sin,!
to charge men with a debt to God, and to prove it
upon them.

In prosecution of this, I shall endeavour to show,

1. How we come to be in debt to God, how this
debt is contracted, and what is the ground of the
action. That I may keep to the comparison, not
forcing it, but fairly following it, you shall see that
we ran in debt to God, as the children of men run
indebt to one another.

(1.) We are in debt to God, as a servant is indebt-
ed to kis master, when he has neglected his business,
and wasted or embezzled his goods. Our Saviour
Tepresents our case like that of a servant to a king,
who when he came to be reckoned with, (probably
the revenues of the crown passing through his hands,)
was found in debt to the king his master ten thou-
sad talents ;» and that of a steward who was accused
tokis lord that Re Aad wasted his goods,® either through
doth and negligence, not taking the care and pains
abat them, that by the duty of his place he ought to
bave done ; or through dishonesty, converting them
0 other uses than they were intended for, and serv-
ing himself with them.

We are servants to God, and have work to do for
the advancing of the interest of his glory and king-
dom in the world, and in our own hearts. This work
isundone ; we have stood all the day idle, and have
done nothing, or next to nothing, of the great work
wewere sent into the world aboat ; nothing to answer
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the ends of our creation and redemption, and in pur-
suance of the intentions of our birth and baptism ;
and so we become to be in debt, and deserve, not
only to have our wages stopt, but to lie under the
doom of the unprofitable servant, who is therefore
called wicked, because slothful.®

‘We have been intrasted with talents,” which were
put into our hands with this charge, trade till I come;
make use of them in your Master’s service, and for
his honour: but we have not improved these talents
for the end for which we have been intrusted with
them, we have hid our Lord’s money, have buried
our talent, and so we come to be indebted. Time is
a talent, it ought to have been filled up with daty ;
but we have mispent it, and trifed it away, and have
not done the work of each day in its day, according
as the duty of the day required : we are therefore so
much in debt for lost time, time that can never be
recalled. Opportunity is a talent, time fitted for
the doing of that which will not be done at all, or
not so well done another time. The time of youth,
sabbath-time, the seasons of grace—the minutes of
these are in a particalar manner precious; but we
have not improved these; we have received the
grace of God in them in vain, have had many a
price put into oxr hands toget wisdom,? which for want
of a heart, a heart at the right hand, for want of skill,
and will, and courage, we have not made the right
use of. Our reason is a talent, with all its powers
and faculties, which should have been employed in
honouring God, but has been so wretchedly misem-
ployed, that the world by wisdom (reason doing its
best, as it thought) Anew not God. Our limbs and
senses, our bodily health and strength, are talents ;
for it is designed we should glorify God with our
bodies:* but the members of our bodies have been
instraments of unrighteousness® to his dishonour;
and for this abuse of them we are indebted. What
estate we have in the world, what interest we have
in others, or influence upon them, is a talent, puts
us in a capacity of serving God, and doing good.
Bat have we done 30? No, we have all come short,
far short of the glory of God, have come short of
glorifying him, and therefore deserve to come short
of being glorified with him.*

We are stewards of the manifold grace of God :*
a good stewardship it is, an honourable place, and
very profitable. But have we been good stewards?
It is required of stewards that they be faithful ;v but
when instead of living to God, and doing all to his
glory, we live to ourselves,” eat and drink to our-
selves, when self in every thing must be gratified,
and self glorified, and our own things sought more
than the things of Christ,* then, like unfaithful stew-
ards, we convert that to our own use which should
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day.p So that, in short, if we believe that there is
such a thing as a divine revelation, that God has
madeadiscovery of himself, and of his will and grace,
to the children of men, we must believe the gospel,
and the testimony it bears, God has sent his son into
the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world
through him might have righteousness and life.

5. If we rightly apprehend how matters stand be-
tween God and man since the fall, as those must do
who believe in God, who believe his holiness and
justice, and his relations to man, we shall readily
receive the notice which the gospel gives us of a
Mediator between God and man; not only because
we shall soon perccive how desirable it is that there
should be such a Mediator, (and we are easily
brought to believe what is for our honour and ad-
vantage, quod volumus facile credimus—what we wish
we easily believe,) but because we shall perceive,
likewise, how probable it is that a God of infinite
grace and mercy should appoint such a Mediator,
and make him known to us. Itis a great confirm-
ation of the truth of the Christian religion, that it
not only agrees with, and is a ratification of, the
principles and laws of natural religion, and is an
improvement and advancement of them, but that it
supplies the deficiencies of it; it takes us up and
helps us out, where that fails us and leaves us at a
loss. So that if we make just reflections upon our-
selves, and our own case as it appears to us by the
light of nature, there cannot but be a disposition in
us to receive and embrace the gospel, and to enter-
tain it not only as a faithful saying, but as well
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners. If we rightly believe
in God, and withal rightly understand ourselves,
we cannot but perceive our case to be such as calls
for the interposition of a Mediator between us and
God ; and we are undone if there be no such a one;
and we will therefore cheerfully receive him.

(1.) We cannot but perceive that man has in a
great measure lost the knowledge of God, and there-
fore should gladly believe in him who has revealed
him to us. Itis certainly the greatest satisfaction
and best entertainment to our intellectual powers,
to know God the author and felioity of our beings.
The understanding of man cannot rest short of this
knowledge ; but we find that by the entrance of sin,
our understandings are darkened,? and the children
of men are generally alienated from the divine light
and life, through the ignorance that is in them, be-
cause of the blindness of their heart : Te world by
wisdom knew not God,* and the things of God are fool-
ishness to the natural man.* Are we sensible of this
as our misery, that we cannot by any researches of
our own come to such a knowledge of God, as is
necessary to our communion with him? If we are
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so, we shall readily embrace Christ as a prophet,
who having lain in the bosom of the Father from
eternity, has declared him ¢t to the children of men,
and has brought into this dark world the light of
the knowledge of this glory, with such convincing
evidences of a divine truth, and such endearing in-~
stances of a divine grace and love in this light, as
are abundantly sufficient both to captivate the un-
derstanding and engage the affections. This is the
true light, which is sufficient to lighten every man that
cometh into this world,® and to direct him through it
to a better world. And shall we not open our eyes
to such a light? Can we be such strangers, such
enemies, to ourselves, and our own interests, as to
love darkness rather than this light?*

(2.) We cannot but perceive, that there is an in-
finite distance between God and man, and therefore
should gladly believe in one, in whose person the
divine and human natures are wonderfully united.
T light of nature shows us the glory of a God
abovg us; as heaven is high above the earth, so are
his thoughts and ways above ours: whence we are
tempted to infer, that there is no having any com-
munion with him, that he is not conversable with
us, and that we cannot expect that he should take
any cognizance of us. Shall we not therefore wel-
come the tidings of a Mediator between God and
man, even the Man Christ Jesus? Shall we not be
glad to hoar, that this God above wus is, in Christ,
Immanuel, God with us," God in our nature, God
manifested in the flesh ; the Eternal Word incarnate,
which will facilitate our communion with God, and
represent it to us as a thing possible ? When we look
upon God as the almighty Creator and Sovereign of
the world, a being of infinite perfection and blessed-
ness, we are tempted to say, Will this God in very
deed dwell with men, with mean and sinful worms,
on the earth? But when we look upon the Son of
God clothed with a body, and visiting in great hu-
mility this remote corner of the universe, which God
has let out to the children of men, as a vineyard to
unthankful husbandmen, we are encouraged to
say with trinmph, Bekold the tabernacle of God is
with men, and Ais sanctuary in the midst of them for
evermore.* We are quite lost in our thoughts, when
we come to meditate seriously on the divine perfec-
tions, for they are an unfathomable depth, which we
cannot find out, concerning which we cannot order
our speech by reason of darkness; If a man speak,
surely he shall be swallowed up :* but when we come
with an eye of faith to see the Father in Christ, who
is both God and man, and are brought by faith to
Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and through
him to God the Judge of all,* this makes his glory
the more intelligible, (ke that hath seen me, says
Christ, hath seen the Father,) his example the more
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life, and come to ask, What honour and what dignity
hatk deen dome* to our great Benefactor for all this ;
we find our returns of duty and thankfulness no way
answerable to our receivings of mercy, and so we
become to be in debt.

This debt is still the greater, in that we have
made not only poor returns, but ill returns, to the
God of our mercies: he has nourished and brought
us up as children, and yet we have rebelled against
bim;! he has loaded us with benefits, and yet we
bave loaded him with our iniquities: thus have we
requited the Lord, like foolish people and unwise.®
Much of our debt is contracted by the most base in-
gratitude imaginable to the best of friends, the best
of fathers ; and if you call a man ungrateful, you
can call him no worse.

(4.) Our debt to God is, as the debt of a trespasser
to him upon whom he has trespassed. Our sins, which
are bere in the Lord’s prayer called, our debts, in the
verses following are called wapaxrwpara—our tres-
passes,® and thence we commonly use that word, in
repeating the Lord’s prayer. An action of damage
differs not much from an action of debt, and this ac-
tion lies against us as sinners.

We bave broken through the fences and bounds
which God by his commands has set us, and by
which our appetites and passions should have becn
restrained and kept within compass ; and so we are
trespassers in debt to God, for trampling his law
under foot, and his anthority, as if we were resolved
to be like our forefathers at Babel, from whom
nothing would be restrained that they imagined to do.o

Nay, we have broken in upon God’s rights, have
invaded his prerogatives, by taking that praise to
ourselves which is due to him only. We have gone
upon forbidden ground, and like our first parents
have eaten the fruit of the forbidden tree, by enrich-
ing ourselves with unlawful gains, and indulging
ourselves in unlawful pleasures, meddling with that
of which the Lord our God has said, Ye skall not
est of it,p neither shall ye touch it. By presuming on
comforts which we were not entitled to, we become
trespassers; as he was that intruded into the wed-
ding-feast, not having on a wedding-garment:
Friend, how camest thou hither 7

By those trespasses upon the divine authority, we
have injured God, have injured him in his honour.
(And the creature cannot otherwise be injurious to
the Creator but in his honour ; If thou sinnest, what
dost thou against him? )" By this, we are indebted
to him ; satisfaction is demanded for the injury:
for Shkall ¢ man rob God,* and never be called to an
account for it? trespass upon him, impeach his ho-
nour, and invade his property, and never hear of it?

(5.) Our debt to God is as the debt of a covenant
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breaker, who entered into articles, and gave bond for
performance, but has not made good his agreement,
and so has forfeited the penalty of the bond, which
is recoverable as far as the damage goes, by the
non-performance of the articles. An oath is called
a ‘“ Bond upon the soul,” because it was commonly
made with an imprecation of evil, if the promise
was not performed; so that he who broke his pro-
mise so ratified, could not but feel himself under
the burthen of his own curse.

This is our case; we are bound out from all sin,
and bound up to all duty, not only by the bond of
a command, but by the bond of a covenant, to which
we have ourselves subscribed with the hand; we
have by solemn promise engaged ourselves to be the
Lord’s, to walk in his ways, and to keep his statutes;*
our baptism was an early and lasting obligation
upon us to be religious: but we have broken our
covenant with God, have violated our engagements,
and thereby have not only forfeited the blessings of
the covenant, but made ourselves obnoxious to the
curses of it; and so we are in debt to God, as they
were who transgressed the covenant which they made
before God when they cut the calf in twain ,* wish-
ing that they might so be cut asunder, if they did
not deal faithfully. This is assigned as the ground
of God’s controversy with the world of mankind,
and for which they are all laid under the arrest of
his curse ; they have ckanged the ordinance, and bro-
ken the everlasting covenant, therefore hath the curse
devoured the earth.”

(6.) Our debt to God is as the debt of a malefactor,
to the law and to the government, when he is found
guilty of treason or felony, and consequently the law
is to have its course against him. And this is the
most proper notion of the debt of sin; for though
our Saviour in his parables alludes to money-debts,
yet the case between God and man is not as that
between debtor and creditor in commerce : for God
is our Sovereign, and we are his sabjects; he is our
Law-giver, and we are bound by his laws. The pri-
mary obligation is the command of the law, ‘to obey
that; which if we fail in, we fall under a secondary
obligation to the curse of the law; and therefore as
many as being sinners are under the law, are under
the curse, for so it is written, Cursed is every one, that
continues not in every thing that is written in the book
of the law to do it." But God knows, and our own
hearts know, that we have not continued, no not in
any thing ; we are all guilty before God,* subject to
his judgment. The Scripture hath concluded us all
under sin ; shuts us up as debtors and criminals are
shut up in prison, that the law may have its course.

We have all broken the commands of the law,
and so are become liable to the sentence of it, The
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soul that sins shall die ;* shall die, as a soul can die;
shall be made completely miserable. Our blessed-
ness is forfeited, as the life, honour, and estate of a
traitor is to the public justice, to which he is thus
to make the uttermost satisfaction he is capable of
making : the case is ours, and a deplorable case it
is. As the corruption of our nature makes us odious
to God’s holiness, so our many actual transgressions
make us obnoxious to his justice; and thus we are
debtors to him.

(7.) To make the matter yet worse, there is a debt
we owe to God, which is as a debt of an heir-at-law
upon his ancestor’s account, of a son who is liable
to his father’s debts, as far as what he has by descent
will go, and as far as he has any assets in his hand.
By Adam’s disobedience we were all made sinners,*
were all made debtors; and laid under this charge,
That we are a seed of evil doers,

The human nature comes to us by descent from
our first parents, and it comes to us not only dis-
tempered but attainted by law; as the blood of a
traitor is corrupted by his attainder. When those
are under the dominion of death who yet never
sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression,®
and God visits the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children, we must own ourselves indebted on the
score of those who are gone before us.

(8.) There are debts of ours, likewise, which are
as the debt of a surety upon account of the principal.
I mean the guilt we have contracted by our partak-
ing of other men’s sins, and making ourselves
accessary to them, as if we had not bad guilt enough
of our own to answer for.

‘We have, by the influence of our example, by
advice or encouragement, by contributing to their
temptations, or exciting their corruptions, or by a
consent’ and approbation ex post facto—after the
deed has been dome, made ourselves partners with
others in sin, and have had fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, which we should rather
have reproved ; and so must answer not only for our
doings, but for the fruit of our doings.

Having opened to you the several ways how we
come into this debt to God, let us next inquire, what
kind of debt sin is.

(1.) It is an old debt, it is an early, nay, it is an
hereditary, encumbrance upon our nature. The foun-
dation of this debt was laid in Adam’s sin, we are
in debt for the forbidden fruit he ate, so high does
the account begin, and so far back does it look.
We were born in debt, were called, and not mis-
called, Transgressors from the womb,® debtors from
the womb ; we began betimes to go astray from God,
and so to run further and further into debt: it has
been long in the contracting, and continual additions
have been made to it, by renewed acts of rebellion
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against God. Job when he is old is made to possess
the iniquities of his youth, and Ephraim bears the
reproach of his youth! And how earnestly does
David pray, O remember not the sins of my youth.s

(2.) Itis a just debt, and the demand of it highly
equitable. We cannot say that we are charged with
more than is meet;® no, how high soever the penalty
is with which we are loaded, certainly it is less than
our iniquities have deserved.! It is divine justice,
the eternal rule and fountain of justice, that charges
us with this debt, and brings this action against us ;
and we are sure that the judgment of God is accord-
ing to truth ; nor is he unrighteous who takes ven-
geance.k

(3.) It is a great debt, more than we imagine. Tt
is represented by our Saviour as a debt of ten thou-
sand talents.! In the computation of money, a
talent is the highest denomination, it amounts to
above 187 pounds of our money; multiply that by
ten thousand, and what an immense sum does it
come to. This is designed to show us what a great
deal of malignity there is in every sin, how heinous
it is in its own pature, it runs us a talent in debt;
and withal how numerous our sins are, how many,
how very many, our actual transgressions, they are
ten thousands, more than the hairs on our heads.
Well might the master say to that servant, when he
upbraided him with his pardon, I forgave thee that
great debt.

(4.) It is a growing debt ; a debt we are still adding
to, as a tenant who is behind of his rent, every rent-
stage makes the debt more : till we return by repent-
ance, we are still running further upon the score;
still taking up upon trust, and treasuring up unto
ourselves guilt and wrath against the day of wrath.»

3. Having seen what kind of debt sin is, let us
next see what kind of debtors sinners commonly
are; and we shall find them like other unfortunate
debtors, that are going down in the world, and bave
no way to help themselves.

(1.) Bad debtors are oftentimes very careless and
unconcerned about their debts; when they are so
embarrassed and plunged that they cannot bear the
thought of it, they contrive how to banish the thought
of it, and live merry and secure; to laugh away, and
drink away, and revel away the care and sorrow of
it. Thus sinners deal with their convictions, they
divert them with the business of the world, or drown
them in the pleasures of sense. Cain endeavoured
to shake off the terrors of conscience, by building a
city." It was once said of one who died over head
and ears in debt, ¢ Surely his pillow had some ex-
traordinary virtue in it to dispose a man to rest, else
one in that condition could not repose himself upon
it” Onc would wonder what pillows sinners lay
their heads on, who have been so long in debt, who
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are so deep in debt to the justice of God, and never
lay it to heart, nor inquire into the things which be-
long to their peace. O what maltitudes of precious
souls are lost, and perish for ever, through mere care-
lessness !

(2.) Bad debtors are commonly very wasteful, and
when they find they are in debt more than they can
pay, care not how much further they run into debt.
How extravagant are sinners in spending upon their
lusts! What waste do they make of their time and
opportunity, and of the noble powers and faculties
with which they are endued! like the prodigal son,
who, when he was run away from his father’s house
into a far country, there wasted his substance with
riotous living. So true is that of Solomon, One sin-
ner destroys much good,° with which he might honour
God, and do service to his generation; and runs
through & great deal of valuable treasure.

(3.) Bad debtors are commonly very shy of their
creditors, and very loth to come to an account. Thus
sinners care not how little they come into the pre-
sence of God, but rather say to the Almighty, Depart
from us ; they take no pleasure in hearing from him,
in speaking to him, or in having any thing to do
with him ; they desire not the knowledge of his good
ways, lest thereby they should come to the sight of
theirown evil ways. They are shy of communion with
their own hearts, and looking into their consciences,
because they are not willing to know the worst
by themselves. God hearkens and hears, but they
speak not aright ;» they do not take the first step
toward repentance and conversion, for they make
no serious reflections upon themselves, they never
ask, WAat have I done? Butthe case of those trades-
men is justly suspected, who are strangers to their
books, and are afraid of knowing what posture their
affairs are in.

(4) Bad debtors are sometimes timorous ; and
though they strive to cast off all care about their
debts, yet, when they are threatened, their hearts
fail them, they are subject to frights, and are ready
to think every one they meet is a bailiff. Thus sin-
ners carry about with them a misgiving conscience,
which often reproaches them, and fills them with
secret terrors, and a bitterness which their own heart
ouly knows. When Cain was under an arrest for
that great debt he contracted by the murder of his
brother, what a terror was he to himself, crying out,
My punishment is greater than I can bear, though it
%as much less than he deserved. When Herod
heard of Christ’s miracles, he presently cried out,
Itis Johnthe Baptist whom I beheaded, he is certainly
risen from the dead. The wicked are sometimes
made 10 ice where no fearis, much more where there
is fear.

(3.) Bad debtors are apt to be dilatory and deceit-
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ful, to promise payment this time and the other, but
still to break their word, and beg a farther delay.
It is so with sinners ; they do not say they will never
repent, and return to God, but not yet: The time is
not come, the time that the Lord’s house should be built,*
but they will assure you, that some time or other it
shall be built. They are called to come to an ac-
count with their own consciences, to search and try
their ways ; and they are forward to promise that
they will do it; nay, they will set the time when
they will do it. The servant that owed ten thousand
talents thought he needed not be beholden to his
master for a pardon of the debt, only he begged for-
bearance : Have patience with me and I will pay thee
all* They shake off their convictions, and elude
them, by shifting off the prosecution of them, like
Felix, to a more convenient season, which season
never comes ; and so they are cozened of all their
time, by being cozened of the present time.

4. To affect you the more with the misery of an
impenitent, unpardoned state, having showed you
what your debt is, I shall next lay before you the
danger we are in by reasom of this debt. Many who
owe a great deal of money, yet are furnished with
considerations sufficient to make them easy, but they
are such as our case will not admit.

(1.) An exact account is kept of all our debts. Some

.who are in debt please themselves with hopes that

their debts cannot be proved upon them, and so they
shall escape harm by them: but this will do us no
service; all our sins will be proved upon us. These
things thou hast done :* it is in vain to deny it, or to
avoid the action by pleading Non est factun—1It is
not thy deed. If the debtor keep not an account of
his dehts, yet the creditor does ; they are all booked,
all kept on record, laid up in store with God, and
sealed among his treasures." Job speaks of his
transgressions as sewed up in a bag,” as the indict-
ments are upon which the prisoners are to be arraign-
ed; or, as bonds and notes are carefully tied up
together to be produced when there is occasion. It
will be to no purpose to contest the account, when
the omniscience of God will attest it. Went not my
heart with thee 7™ says the prophet to his servant.
Was not God’s eye upon us, when our backs were
upon him, and we were running from him into by-
paths? Were not all our ways, our sinful ways, ever
before him? They were, without doubt they were;
but therefore sinners are secure, and see not their
danger, because (says God) they consider not in
their heart that I remember all their wickedness.* But
consider this, ye who forget God,” and his goodness,
that God does not forget you and your wickedness.
Our sins are never cast bekind his back, till we have
set them before our faces.

(2.) We are utterly insolvent, and have not where-
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withal to pay our debts. If a man be much in debt,
yet if he knows he has wherewithal to answer all his
creditors, he needs not much perplex himself, especi-
ally, if he can discount with his creditors themselves:
and there are those who flatter themselves with a
conceit, that this will help them in their dealing
with God. For being ignorant of his righteousness,
of the strictness of the demands of his justice, they
go about to establish a righteousness* of their own,
and are willing to hope that their good qualities,
and their good deeds, will atone for their bad ones,
and be a competent satisfaction to the demands of
divine justice. Thus it is common for foolish debtors
to talk big, as if they had wherewithal to give every
body their own, and nobody should lose by them,
when, perhaps, their all is nothing, or next to no-
thing. Laodicea thought herself rich and increased
in goods, when she was wretchedly and miserably
poor and naked,* but withal blind, and would not
see.

Bat what good will it do us thus to deceive our-
selves? Can the all-seeing God be deceived? It is
certain we owe more than we are worth; whether
our debt be more or less, five hundred pence, or
fifty, we are not able to pay it.® We cannot plead
that we have, by any services to God, or sufferings
for him, made satisfaction for any part of our debts;
nor can we promise that we will ; for whatever good
there is in us, it is God’s own gift, it is his own
work, for which we are yet more indebted to him.
Whatever good is done by us, it is what we are
already bound to. And though a tenant should pay
his rent for the future, yet that will not discharge
his old scores. We are become bankrupts, must own
ourselves 8o, and for ever undone, if the debt we
owe be exacted; for if God enter into judgment
with us, and deal with us in strict justice according
to our deserts, we are not able to answer him for one
of a thousand.© In thy sight, Lord, shall no flesh living
be justified. We have no oil to sell, as the prophet’s
widow had, wherewith to pay our debt; no equiva-
lent to offer, nor any thing wherewith to make a
composition. We are debtors to God, but he is no
debtor to us, nor is he ever behind-hand with those
who do any service for him: noune has first given to
him, that it should be recompensed to him again,
Rom. xi. 35. There were those indeed who thought
they had made God their debtor by their devotions.
Wiherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not 24
But when the matter comes to be looked into, it ap-
pears that they are debtors to God, by reason of the
wickedness of their conversations: Ye fast for strife
and debate.

(3.) We have no friend on earth who can or will
pass his word for us, or be our bail. Many poor
debtors encourage themselves with this, that they
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bave some kind relations, who will stand by them,
and appear for them, and help them in a time of
nced: but poor sinful men can have no such pros-
pect, since all their kindred are in the same helpless
condition with themselves, as deep in debt as they
are. The wealthiest worldlings, who have most
mouey, cannot with it undertake to pay our debts
to God: no, we are not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold.* Pardons are those gifts
of God, which are not to be purchased with money
in the coart of heaven;f those, therefore, that are so
purchased in the court of Rome, are but sham par-
dons; even those who boast themselves in the multi-
tude of their riches, yet none of them can by any
means redeem his brother.s The wisest virgins, who
have most grace, have most oil, yet have none to
spare, there is not enough for us and them. If God
contend with us, no man on earth, or angels in
heaven, can undertake to arbitrate the matter, or as
a Days-man, lay his hand upon us both ; can under-
take to open the book by which we stand charged, or
to loose the seals ; none can do it but the Lion of the
tribe of Judah.*

(4.) Weare often pat in mind of our debts by the
providence of God, and by our own consciences.
Some who are in debt hope to have benefit by the
statate of limitations, and that the debt will be dropt
for want of being demanded ; but the debts we owe
to God are ever and anon demanded, and the right
is kept up by a continual claim. God makes it to
appear that he takes notice of them, for he frequently
gives us notice of them. Conscience is a standing
mouitor in our own bosoms, to put us in mind of
our sins, and of the danger we are in by reason of
them, and to stir us up to think of agreeing with our
adversary in time. For this reason, they who re-
solve to go on in sin, and to have peace (such as it is)
though they go on, do all they can to stifle the sug-
gestions of their own consciences, and tarn a deaf
ear to them; as those who are in debt avoid them
by whom they are dunned, and keep out of their
way. But sooner or later conscience will be heard.
and will force sinners to say, as Joseph’s brethren
did long after they had contracted the debt, We are
verily guilty concerning our brother.®

Afilictions are messengers sent to us on this er-
rand, to remind us of our debts, by awaking our con-
sciences, and setting our sins in order before us:
when bitter things were written against us, it is with
this design, to make us possess our iniquities.!
When God distrains upon our comforts, and removes.
them from us, it is to remind us of the arrears of our,
rent. Art thou come to call my sintomy remembrance,™
(said the widow of Sarepta,) and to slay my son?
These sharp methods, which God takes to put us in
mind of our sins, are intimations how severe the
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reckoning will be, if we never take care to get them
pardoned.

(5.) Death will shortly arrest us for these debts, to
bring us to an account. It is a sergeant, whose
office is to require the soul, to strip it of the body,
and to bring it to him who gave it, and to whom it is
accountable. The authority of this officer is not to
be disputed, nor his power resisted. When we are
summoned by death to come to an account, we shall
find there is no discharge in that war,” no remedy,
but we must yield. 7Thke wages of sin is death,’ and
its constant attendant ever since it first entered.?
Death is our discharge from other debts; in the
grave the prisoners rest together, and hear not the
voice of the oppressor,? but it lays us more open than
ever to these debts, for * After death the judgment.”
Itis amaxim in our law, Actio moritur cum persond
—The action dies with the person ; but it will be of
no ase to us in this case, for God, the creditor, never
dies, and sinners, the debtors, are by death fetched
in to appear before him.

(8.) A day of reckoning will come, and the day is
fixed. As sure as we see this day, we shall see that
day, when every man must give an account of him-
self unto God,* and every work shall be brought into

Judgment, with every secret thing The young man
who indulges himself in carnal mirth and sensual
pleasures, is told that for all these things God shall
bring kim into judgment.t Though it is after a long
time, yet it is in the set time, that the Lord of the
servants, to whom the talents were committed, comes
and reckons with them.* The God to whom we
stand indebted, is one with whom we now have to
do; for we live upon him, and subsist by him, and
bave continual business with him, which should
make it the more uneasy to us to think of lying
under bis displeasure. Baut that is not all, he is one
xpog o v & Aoyog (as some read those words)—to
whom for us there is a reckoning ; we now have an
account witk him, and must shortly give up our ac-
count to him. How careful should we be so to
judge ourselves, that we may not be judged of the
Lord ;* so to state our accounts, and balance them
with the blood of Christ, that when the day of
reckoning comes, we may give up our account with
joy, and not with grief I

(7.) Hell is the prison into which those debtors
will at length be cast, who took no care to make their
peace, and there are the tormentors to which they
will be delivered.” This our Saviour gives as a
reason why we should agree with onr adversary
quickly, while ‘we are in the way, because, if the
matter be left to run on, we shall be delivered to the
judge, to the officer,* to him who has the power of
death ; and so be cast into prison, into chains of
derkness, a prison, the miseries of which are endless
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and easeless. It is a pitin which there is no water,
not the least mixture or allay of comfort, not a drop
of water, 30 much as to cool the tongue.* Some
prisoners for debt live so merrily, that one would
think their prisons were designed for their protec-
tion rather than their punishment; bat hell is no
such prison ; there is nothing there but weeping, and
wailing, and gnrashing of teeth, and the more for the
many fair warnings given those prisoners not to
come into that place of torment. It is a pit out of
which thereis no redemption; the debtorshall notde-
part thence till he has paid the last mite; which will
never be, no, not during the endless ages of eternity.

And now, sirs, what say you to these things ? You
are many of you great dealers in the world ; what a
consternation would you be in, if upon casting up
your books, you should discover yourselves to be in
debt a great deal more than you are worth? You see
you are 80 to God, and does it make no impression
upon you? are you in no care, no concern about it ?
Is all I have said to you for your conviction of sin,
and of your misery and danger because of sin, but
as a tale that is told? If so, all I have to say con-
cerning the pardon of sin, will be but as a lovely song
of ome that can play well on an instrument. BautI
trust you have laid, and will lay, these things toheart,
that the debt of sin is really a burthen to you, under
which you labour, and are heavy laden; and if so,
the doctrine of the remission of sins will be to you
glad tidings of great joy, and as life from the dead.
Nor would I have taken this pains to show you your
sins, if your case had been desperate, and I could
not at the same time have showed you the great sal-
vation from sin, which the Redeemer has wrought
out by bringing in an everlasting righteousness.

II. The sins we are to repent of, being our debts to
God, the mercy we are to pray for is the forgivenessof .
these debts. 1t is to God we are indebted, and there-
fore to him we must address ourselves for a dis-
charge from the debt ; for none can forgive sins, but
God only, and therefore to him only must we go for
that forgiveness. Having opened the wound, and
showed you how dangerous it is, you will be ready
to ask, Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no phy-
sician there? Yes, blessed be God, there is. The
same messengers that God sends to put you in mind
of your debts, are appointed to put you in the way of
obtaining the remission of them: and this is that
which, in Christ’s name, is preached to all nations;
—it is now preacbed to you.

1. Let us inquire, what is included in this mercy of
the forgiveness of sin as a debt, and what steps
God graciously takes therein toward us, when we
repent, and return, and believe the gospel. He acts
as a merciful and compassionate creditor toward a
poor debtor who lies at his mercy.
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(1.) He stays process, and suffers not the law to
have its course. Judgment is given against us;
but execution is not taken out upon the judgment.
The sinner is arrested by his own conscience as a
debtor, and cried out against himself, I Aave sinned,
and deserve to die. But pardoning mercy unties
the knot between sin and death, and says, as Nathan
to David, The Lord has taken away thy sin, thou shalt
not die ;> thou shalt not come into condemnuation,
thine iniquity is become thy grief and shame, and
therefore fear not, it shall not be thy ruin. Thou
shalt not have all thou hast seized on, thou shalt not
go to prison, as thou deservest. The debt shall not
be laid to thy charge.

The sinner is arrested by aftiction, it may be, as
Elihu’s penitent is, and is alarmed by it to expect
a much sorer punishment ; He is chastened with pain
upon his bed, and the multitude of his bones with strong
pain # and then, under the sense of guilt and dread
of wrath, counts upon nothing else but that his life
shall go to the destroyers.? But he has a friend with
him, an interpreter, one among a thousand,® who
shows him God’s uprightness; his hatred of sin;
and yet his readiness to pardon sinners. This he
begins to give heed to, and take hold of, and thinks
of returning to God, as the prodigal to his father’s
house; and then ke is gracious to him ;' meets
him in his yeturn, and says, Deliver kim from
going down to the pit ; let him be discharged from
these pains, from these terrors, for I Aave found
a ransom, a ransom for the soul. The sinner bas
said unto God, Do not condemn me ;¢ and God has
said, There is no condemnation to them that are in
Christ Jesus.h They in their repentings condemn
themselves; men in their reproaches condemn them ;
and it cannot be denied, but that there is that in them
which deserves condemnation. But it is God that
justifies, and then who is he that shall condemn?
Christ died, and therefore the believer shall not: he
is afflicted and chastened of the Lord, but he shall
not be condemned with the world,! that lies under
the curse.

Well, this is a good step toward the forgiving of
the debt ; now there begins to be hope in Israel con-
cerning this thing; herein appears the divine pity
and compassion, God’s slowness to anger, and
readiness to show mercy ; and this long-suffering of
the Lord is salvation.* Batthe proceedings may per-
haps be stopt for the present, and yet may be revived
another time; a judgment that has long lain dor-
mant may come against a man when he least thinks
of it, and therefore God in forgiving these debts
goes further ; for,

(2.) He cancels the bond, vacates the judgment,
and disannuls the hand-writing that was against us,
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that was contrary to us, and takes it out of the
way.! He pardons sin thoroughly and fully, so as to
remember it no more ™ against the sinner. He casts
it behind his back,® as that which he is determined
never more to inquire after ; casts it into the depths
of the sea,® as that which shall never more appearor
come to light, as it might at low water, if it were
cast near the shore side. The iniquity of Jacob
shall be sought for and not be found ;r therefore
God is said to blot outd the iniquities of poor peni-
tents, as the memorandum of a debt is blotted out
when it is paid or pardoned ; he not only crosscs the
book, which leaves it legible, but blots it out, not to
be read ; for so is the promise to a true penitent, A/l
his transgressions that he hath committed shall not be
mentioned unto him,” he shall not be so much as up-
braided with them. It is blotted out as a cloud, as a
thick cloud, by the heat of the sun; it is vanished,
and there appears not the least remainder of it;
The transgression is removed from the transgressors
as far as the east is from the west.* These and many
the like expressions, give us abundant assurance
that the sin once pardoned shall not rise up in judg-
ment against the sinner anothey day; and give us
abundant occasion to say, Who is a God like unto thee,
pardoning iniquity ?

Well, this secures the life, and happiness, and
eternal welfare of the penitent believer: but still he
may want present comfort. The bond may he can-
celled, and he not know it; the sentence of absolu-
tion passed, and yet he not hear the voice of joy and
gladness ;* so that the broken bones are still com-
plaining : therefore God is pleased many times to
carry this act of grace on yet further.

(3.) He gives an acquittance, and delivers it by his
Spirit into the believer's hand, speaking peace to
him, filling him with comfort, arising from a sense
of his justification, and the blessed tokens and
pledges of it. When he says, Son, daughter, be of
good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee ; (as he spake
comfortably unto Zion, saying, Thy warfare is ac-
complished, thine iniquity is pardoned;*) then he
gives up the bond cancelled, to the unspeakable
satisfaction of the penitent. We read of a woman
who had been a sinner, a notorious sinner, who, upon
her repentance, had much forgiven her, and showed
it by ber loving much;* yet afterwards Christ not
only said or her, Her sins which are many are for-
given, but turned and said To her, TAy sins are for-
given thee, and, Thy faith hatk saved thee, to set forth
this further act of divine favour, in causing us to
hear God’s loving-kindness, and to taste that he is
gracious.

Well, blessed, thrice blessed are they whose
iniquities are thas forgiven, and to whom they are
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pot imputed ; who by their own experience of the
breaking of the power of sin in them, are made to
know that the guilt of sin is removed; and to whom
it appears, by their being reconciled to God, and to
his whole will, that God is in Christ reconciled to
them. But may it be hoped that these criminals
shall not only be pardoned, but preferred, and made
favourites again? Yes, to complete the mercy, he
not only forgives the debts we have contracted, but,

(4.) He condescends to deal with us again, and to
admit us into covenant and communion with him-
self. Though we have gone behind-hand in our
rent, he remits the arrears, and continues us his
tenants ; though we have buried and wasted our
talents, yet he continues us in his service, and in-
trusts us with more. Those we have been great
losers by, though we may forgive them, yet we do
not forget them, nor care for trusting them again.
Butin this, as in other things, the God with whom we
have to do, is G'od and not man ; he forgives and for-
gets, and yet will be no loser in his glory by forgiving.
Lord! what is man, that he should be thus regard-
ed? that he should not only be delivered from going
down to the pit, bgt that his life should see the
light,* the eternal light, and the paths that lead to it.
When we pray that God would forgive us our debts,
we pray not only that we may not be rejected, but
that we may be accepted in the Beloved, according
to the riches of that grace wherein he has abounded
toward us ;Y that with the remission of sins, we may
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,* the earnest of
the Spirit, and that, at length, which it is the earnest
of, even an inheritance among all them who are
sanctified ; for whom he justified them he glorified.

2. Having seen how much is included in God’s
forgiving us our debts, because itis so great a favour,
that we may be tempted to think it too much for
such worthless unworthy creatures as we are to
expect, let us next inquire, what ground we have to
hope for it: how is it that a God infinitely just and
holy, should be thus readily reconciled to a guilty
and pollated sinner upon his repenting ? If we owe
a great sum of money to a man like ourselves, we
could not have the face to go to him, and desire
him to remit it, when we have not wherewithal to
make any composition with him. Why should not
a just debt be paid? and if nothing is to be had,
why should not the debtor be sold,* currat lex—
ond the law take its course? What reason have we to
expect that the lawful captive should be delivered 7
Blessed be God we may expect it, we may be sure
of it, if we Yepent and believe the gospel.

(1.) We may ground our expectations upon the
goodmess of his mature. This is so much his glory,
that by it he has proclaimed bis name not only gra-
cious and merciful in general, but in this particular
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instance, so that he forgives iniquity, transgression,
and sin ;¢ and therefore pardons the sin, because he
desires not nor delights in the ruin of the sinner.
How vast were the compassions of that prince in
the parable, which moved him to forgive so great a
debt, as that of ten thousand talents!® And yet, as
heaven is high above the earth, so do the divine
compassions exceed those : Israel of old found them
80, when their transgressions were so very numerous,
8o very heinous; yet he being full of compassion,
forgave their iniquity. Merciful men will some-
times lend, boping for nothing again; and where
nothing is to be had, will not be rigorous nor extreme
in demanding their right: and shall not the Father
of mercies take pity on the miserable? He who is
good, and therefore ready to forgive; merciful and
gracious,® and therefore removes our transgressions
from us as far as the east is from the west.! He is
a God with whom that plea is of force, What profit
is there in my blood? And whose soul was grieved
for the misery of Israel, though they brought it upon
themselves by’ their own sin and folly.

Well, it is true that God is infinitely good, and
we have abundant reason to hope in his mercy, and
abundant encouragement to plead it with him ; bu¢
it is as true that he is just and righteous, that he is
the great Governor of the world, and the honour of
his government must be maintained; his injured
justice calls for satisfaction, and one attribute of his
shall not be glorificd by the damage and reproach
of another. It is true, he is merciful, and yet there
is a world of angels who lie, and are like to lie for
ever, under the pouring out of the full vials of his
wrath; and therefore, though his goodness and mercy,
as it is revealed to us in the Scripture, is our great
encouragement, yet,

(2.) We are to ground our expeotations upon the
mediation of our Lord Jesus. Thercfore God forgives
our debt, because Jesus Christ, by the blood of his
cross, has made satisfaction for it, and given his life
a ransom for ours: which is so far from lessening
the freeness of that grace which forgives us, that it
greatly magnifies it, for it was he himself who found
the ransom,® it was he himself who gave his Son to
be a propitiation for our sins.! And herein more than
in any thing he commended his love,* that he would
not only forgive our debt, but put himself to such
vast expense of blood and treasure, that he might
do it so as to secure, nay to declare, his righteous-
ness ; to declare, I say, at this time his righteousness ;
(suchan emphasisdoes the apostle lay upon this;) that
he might be not only merciful but just, and the justi-
fier of them who believe in Jesus.! If sinners are
debtors, it is Christ who is their surety, upon the
account of whose satisfaction their debt is forgiven:
Christ is called the surety of the covenant ;™ not that
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he was originally bound in the bond with us, as if
it were implied in the penalty annexed to the cove-
nant of innocency, which was, Thou shalt surely die,
that is, thou or thy surety. No, Christ’s undertak-
ing supposes us already debtors, and under arrest
for the debt; so that Christ comes in rather as bail
to the action, than as a secondary undertaker from
the beginning. His office as mediator takes it for
granted, that God and man are at variance, for a
mediator is not of one ;» we are looked upon as under
the law, that is, under the curse, when Christ to
redeem us makes himself sin and a curse for us.c
Let us see how this is done.

[1.] Our Lord Jesus volantarily undertook to be
a surety for us: pitying our deplorable case, and
concerned for his Father’sinjured honour, that divine
justice might be satisfied, and yet sinners saved,
he offered to make his own soul a sacrifice for sin,
and himself a propitiation, answering the demands
of the law, as the propitiatory, or mercy-seat, exact-
ly answered the dimensions of the ark. The Father
intrusted him with this great piece of service, and
he voluntarily and cheerfully consented to it: he
said, Lo, I come, and not only did this will of God,
but delighted to do it ;> drawn to it, and held to it,
with no other cords but those of his own love, and
the agreeableness of his undertaking to his Father’s
commandment.

Christ had no debt of his own to pay, for he al-
ways did those things that pleased his Father. Such
was the dignity of his person, and such the value of
the price he paid, that he had wherewithal to make
full satisfaction, and to pay this debt, even to the
last mite. He said, Upon me be the curse, my Fa-
ther. Thus he became bound for us, as Paal for
Onesimus to Philemon his master: If ke have
wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, I Paul have writ-
ten it with my own hand, the blessed Jesus has writ-
ten it with his own blood, I will repay it3 And
this undertaking of Christ’s shall redound more to
the glory of God, even to the glory of his justice,
than the damnation of these sinners would have
done ; for if they had perished, the righteousness of
God would have been, to eternity, but in the satisfy-
ing ; but now, by the mecrit of Christ’s death, it is
once for all satisfied, and reconciliation made for ini-
quity. Thus he restored that which hetook not away.*

Let us pause a little, and think with wonder and
thankfulness of this glorious undertaking. How
great was that kindness and love of God our Savi-
our towards man, which set this work going! How
admirable the wisdom that contrived it! Tke wis-
dom of God in a mystery® Let every crown be
theown at the Redeemer’s feet, and every song sung
to his praise. Who is this that engageth his heart to
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approach unto God,* as a surety for us ? It is he who
speaks in righteousness, and will never unsay what
he has said, for he is mighty to save,” he is al-
mighty.

[2.] Having made himself a surety for us, he made
full satisfaction to divine justice for our debt, by the
blood of his cross. He poured out his soul unto
death,” not only for our good, but in our stead ; and
paid, though not the idem—the same, that we should
have paid, yet the tantundem—the equivalent, that
which was more than equivalent ; so that in him God
might be said to have received double for all our
sins,” so much was the Father glorified in him.

God charged the debt upon him, according to his
undertaking. Those he undertook for being insolv-
ent, the action was brought against him; and God
laid upon him the iniquity of us all ;* madeitall to
meet upon him, (so the word is,) as the sins of all
Israel were made to meet upon the head of the goat,
that on the day of atonement was to be sent into a
land of forgetfulness.” Solomon says, He that is
surety for a stranger shall smart for it, shall be
broken by it: our Lord Jesus being surety for us
who were strangers and forcigners, he smarted for
it;* for it pleased the Lord tv bruise him, and put
him to grief

He voluntarily and freely paid the debt; his life
was not forced from him, but he laid it down of
himself.® The satisfaction was to be made to God
in kis HONOUR ; for in that he had been injured,
and to that he had an eye, when he said, Father,
glorify thy name,* take the satisfaction that is de-
manded. And it was to be made by Ais deatk, for
without shedding of blood, that blood which is the
life, there was no remission ; and, therefore, he laid
down his life with these words, Father, into thy
hands I commit my spirit # that life, that soul, which
is to be given as a ransom for many, I here give to
thee ; I pat itinto thy hands, as the surety pays the
debt into the hands of the creditor, the proper per-
son to receive it.

[3.] The satisfaction which Christ made for our
sins was graciously accepted, and God was so well
pleased in him,* as to be well pleased with us in
him. Thiswas a further act of divine grace ; for in
strict justice it might have been insisted on, that the
law should have had its course against the sinners
themselves. Christ intimated, that pursuant to the
counsels of peace,f which were between the Father
and him, concerning man’s redemption, his arrest
should be our discharge, when he said to those who
seized him in the garden, If ye seek me, let these go
their way.s He delivered up himself to suffer and
die, that we might be delivered from wrath and ruin,
and divine justice agreed to it.
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In token of the acceptance of his satisfaction, God
raised bim from the dead, sent an angel to roll away
the stone from the door of the sepulchre, and so to
release the prisoner; which he did, and then sat
upon it in triumph, signifying that then death had
no more dominion over him, but was perfectly con-
quered and abolished. But are we certain that he
had a fair discharge? Yes, for he was often seen
alive, seen at liberty, and the Father having raised
bim from the dead, set him at his own right hand,
which would have been no place for him, if he had
not fully made good his undertaking. Christ’s death
being the payment of our debt, for he was delivered
for our offences, his resurrection was the taking out
of our acquittance, for he rose again for our justifi-
cation.: Therefore the apostle lays the stress of our
faith, hope, and comfort upon this, Who is he that
sAall condemn? Who can take out an execution
against us ? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is
risen again:* by which it appears that his dying for
us was accepted, especially since he now is even at
the right hand of God making intercession in the
virtae of his satisfaction; and it is an effectual in-
tercession, for the Father hears him always.

(4.] The satisfaction being accepted, a release of
debts is published and proclaimed in the everlasting
gospel to all penitent and obedient believers. Full
assarance is given them that their sins shall be par-
doned, and they shall be made accepted in the Be-
loved. The preaching of the gospel is called the
proclaiming of the acceptable year of the Lord,' in
allasion to the year of release, which was every
seventh ; and, especially, to the year of jubilee,
which was every fiftieth ; when all debts were dis-
charged, mortgaged possessions restored, and all en-
cumbrances on men’s estates taken off. And this
was proclaimed by sound of trumpet in the evening
of the day of atonement, to signify, that upon the
account of the atonement which Christ was to make,
poor sinners should be delivered from that wrath and
carse to which they were bound over, and brought

into the glorious liberty of God’s children, and re-
stored to all the glorious privileges and inheritances
of free-born Israclites. Blessed is the people that heay
this joyful sound,” the trumpet of the everlasting gos-
pel publishing this release, this act of indemnity,
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison
to them that were bound.

These glad tidings of great joy are to be brought
to all people; whoever will come and take the benefit
of this general release, and sue out a particular dis-
charge upon it, on very easy and unexceptionable
terms ; for the gospel excludes none, who do not by
their own wilfal impenitence and unbelief exclude
themselves. Nay, we have not only this discharge
offered us, but we are courted, and earnestly invited,
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to come in and accept of it. God having in Christ
laid a foundation for the reconciling the world unto
himself, has sent his ambassadors, not only to pro-
pose the matter to us, but to beseech us, nay, God
does by them beseech us to be reconciled to God,*
though it had better become us to beseech him first
to be reconciled to us.

[56.] Itis upon the account of Christ’s satisfaction,
that our sins are actually pardoned upon our repent-
ing and believing; and that is it which we are to
plead with God, and to rely upon as a valid plea in
our prayers to God for the forgiveness of our debts.
In his righteousness we must appear before God ;
making mention of that, even of that only, and not
thinking to justify oarselves.» Itis through his blood
that we have redemption, even the remission of sins,3
for that is it which, having been shed for us without
the city, speaks for us within the veil, and speaks
better things than that of Abel ;" and he still appears
in the midst of the throne, a Lamb as it had been slains
newly slain, and bleeding afresh, to intimate the
constant perpetual virtue of his satisfaction, and the
continual advantage which believers have and may
have by it.

In praying for the forgiveness of our sins, we must
have an eye to Christ as our Redeemer ; the Re-
deemer of our persons that were in bondage, and of
our inheritance which was in mortgage. He is our
Goel; Job calls him so, and the prophets often : it
is the title of the next kinsman ; who by the law was
to redeem the possession which his brother sold.t
Christ having taken our nature upon him, is become
our kinsman, and he is the next kinsman who is
able to redeem, so that to him the right of redemption
does belong : and he has graciously condescended
to do the kinsman’s part; so that we return to our
inheritance again, from which we had otherwise
been for ever banished ; and bave the earnest of 1t
until the complete redemption of the purchased pos-
session.® We maust also in a particular manner have
an eye to his death as our ransom: for the sake of
which we are delivered from going down to the pit.”
Very fitly therefore is that sacrament which is the
memorial of his death, made the seal of our par-
don.

3. Having showed you how sad your case is
upon the account of sin, and what a dangerous debt
it is; and yet that your case is not desperate, but
there is bope for you through grace, I promise my-
self, you will now be willing and glad to hear, what is
expected and required from you, that you may obtain
this favour, and that your debts may be forgiven.
Christ, as a surety for us, has made satisfaction ; but
what must we do that we may have an interest in
that satisfaction? It is true that atonement is made
for sin, and is accepted as sufficient to ground a
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treaty of peace upon; and yet it is as true, that
multitudes perish eternally under the load of this
debt, and continue in their captivity, notwithstand-
ing the proclamation of liberty. It therefore con-
cerns us all to see to it, that we be duly qualified,
according to the tenor of the new covenant, for the
comforts of a sealed pardon and a settled peace;
and that we may be so,

(1.) We must confess the debt, with a humble,
lowly, penitent, and obedient heart. We must own
ourselves guilty before God, and concluded under
sin. Let not those expect to prosper, or recover
themselves from under this load, who cover their
sins, for they, and they only, who confess and forsake
them, shall find mercy.” We are charged as debtors,
and must not go about to deny the debt, no, nor to
excuse or extenuate it; but be ready to acknowledge
that we have sinned, and have perverted that which
was right, and it profited us not;* that we have been
both unjust to God and injurious to ourselves, as
debtors are.

In confessing the debt we must be particular;
must not only own that we are sinners, but, in tkis
and the other instance, we have sinned ; not for in-
formation to God, be knows our sins better than we
ourselves know them, but for humiliation and warn-
ing to ourselves. I Aave sinned, (says David,) and
have done this evily I have sinned, (says Achan,) and
thus and thus have I done* And the more particu-
lar we are in the acknowledgment of sin, the more
comfort we may expect to have in the sense of the
pardon. If I can say, ¢ This sin I confessed ; I
trust, through grace, this sin is pardoned, and shall
not be laid to my charge. But then this confession
of sin must be accompanied with true remorse and
godly sorrow for it ; we must bewail it, and bemoan
ourselves because of it ; must give glory to God, and
take shame to ourselves in making this confession :
And as the prodigal when we own we have sinned
against God, we must own, that we are no more
worthy to be called his children ; nay, that it were
a righteous thing with him to deliver us to the tor-
mentors. And if we thus judge ourselves, we shall
not be judged.

(2.) We must acknowledge a judyment of all we
have to our Lord Jesus, who has been thus kind to
satisfy for our debt. This is one proper act of faith,
To resign, surrender, and give up ourselves, our
whole selves, body, soul, and spirit; all we are,
have, and can do; to be under the direction and
government of his word and Spirit, to be devoted to
his honour, employed in his service, and disposed of
at his will. Our own selves we must give unto the
Lord,* and to us to live must be Christ: our all
must be put into his hands, must be laid at his feet.
It is indeed a very poor counter-security, but such
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as it is he requires it, and is pleased to accept of it,
provided we be sincere and faithful in the sur-
render.

There is good reason why we should do this ; for
therefore he delivered us out of the bands of our
enemies, that we might scrve him ;* therefore re-
deemed us, that we might be to him a peculiar
people, purified from sinful works, and zealous of
good works.* Nor can we do better for ourselves,
than to give up ourselves entirely to Christ; we are
never more our own, than when we are wholly his.
If we resign ourselves to him, it is in trust for the
securing of ourselves, and our own true welfare,
that we may not again be our own ruin. Thus will he
complete his kindness to us, if it be not our own
fault: he who was our surety to save us from pe-
rishing under the load of guilt we had contracted,
will be our trustee, to save us from falling again
under the like load ; for he has said, Sin shall not
have dominion over you.! Thbus will he perfect all
that which concerns us;® and if we commit our-
selves and our all to him, we shall find he is able to
keep what we have committed unto him against that
day, and he will be found a faithful trustee.

(3.) We must give to Christ the honour of our par-
don, by relying entirely on his righteousness as our
plea for it ; acknowledging that other foundation of
hope can no man lay,f and other fountain of joy can
no man open. We must for ever disclaim all de-
pendence upon our own sufficiency, and with the
highest satisfaction rest upon Christ only as a com-
plete and all-sufficient Saviour. The great concerns
of our immortal souls, our reconciliation to God,
and our felicity in him, we must lodge in his hands,
by a submission not only to his government, as the
Lord our Ruler, but to his grace, as the Lord our
Righteousness, made of God to us righteousness.s that
we might be made the righteousness of God in himD®
For, thus, boasting is for ever excluded, and he that
glories must glory in the Lord.

(4.) We maust study what we shall render to him
who has loved us, who has so loved us. Let us mention
it to his praise, take all occasions to speak of that
great love wherewith he loved us, in purchasing for
us the remission of that great debt. We cannot
expect an interest in Christ and his righteousness,
unless we be willing to own our obligations to him,
as those who are sensible the bonds he has loosed
us from ! bind us closely and constantly to him,

(6.) We must engage ourselves for the future, that
we will render to God the things that are his, and
be careful not to run in debt again. If we would
find mercy, we must not only confess our sins, but
forsake them, and keep close to the way of our duty.
Ceasing to do evil, and learning to do well, are the
commanded fruits of repentance, and without those
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we cannot expect the promised fruits of it. Has
God graciously remitted us our arrears, let us pay
our recnt more punctually for time to come. Every
day is a rent day with us, and we must be careful,
by filling up time with duty, and doing the work of
every day in its day, to pay our rent duly; and
wherein we come short, balance our accounts with
the blood of Christ, which cleanses from all sink by
arenewed application of the virtue of that to our
souls; and thus keep touch with him who is, and
ever will be, faithful to us. Have we wasted our
talents,! and so contracted debt, and yet are we still
intrusted with them? Let us heneceforth be more
diligent in the improvement of them, that by the
blessing and grace .of our Master, our five talents
may be made other five, and we may have our Mas-
ter's approbation, and enter at length into his joy.
And let us always remember, that God speaks peace
to his people, and to his saints, on this condition,
that they do not return again to folly.™

{6.) Our forgiving others ismade the indispensable
condition of our being forgiven of God. Nothing
can be more express than this, If we forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will our Father who is in hea-
ten forgive us ours.® For God will have his children
to be like him, merciful as he is merciful, and good
as he is, even to the evil and unthankful. That ser-
vant in the parable, who was rigorous in exacting a
small debt from his fellow-servant, by that instance
of the hardness of his heart made it to appear, that
be was never truly humbled for his own debt to his
Lord, that great debt, nor ever truly sensible of his
Lord's kindness to him in forgiving it; and there-
fore, his repentance being counterfeit, bis pardon
was never ratified, but he was delivered to the tor-
mentors, as a wicked servant.”

Let this consideration prevail to pacify the most
provoked, and mollify the mostsevere ; let it not only
suppress every root of bitterness in us, but extirpate
it and pluck it up: let us not harbour the least
thoughts of malice and revenge against those who
bave been any way injurious to us, nor render to any
evil for evil, nor be extreme to mark what is done
amiss against us; for what then shall we do, when
God riseth up, and when he visiteth, what shall we
anacer him ’F

And now,(brethren,)baving very briefly and plainly
opened to you this great concern that lies between
vouand God, I must leave it to you to make the
application of what has been said, each of you to
jourselves ; nay, I hope you have been applying it
as we have gone along; for these are things of which
none of us can say, They belong not to us. Leave
itto you, did T say ?—I leave it with God by his Spi-
nit to apply it to all your consciences, that you may
be delivered into the mould of these great truths, I
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shall therefore close only with a few words of ex-
hortation upon the whole matter.

1. Do not delay to come to an account with your
own consciences, but search diligently and impar-
tially, that you may see how matters stand betwecn
you and God. Consider your ways, searck and try
them.” Commune with your own hearts, saying, What
have I done? What have I done amiss? Take an
account of your debts to God, as all prudent trades-
men do of their debts to those with whom they deal.
Think how many the particulars are, how great the
sum total is, and what circumstances have enhanced
the debt, and run it up to a great beight; how ex-
ceeding sinful your sins have bcen, how exceeding
hateful to God, and hurtful to yourselves. Put that
question to yourselves which the unjust steward put
to his lord’s debtors, How much owest thou unto my
Lord ? and tell the truth as they did, for themselves;
and do not think to impose upon God, by making
the matter better than it is, as the steward did for
them, writing fifty for a hundred.*

2. Be thoroughly convinced of your misery and
danger by reason of sin; see process ready to be
taken out against you, and consider what is to be
done: it is no time to trifle, when all you have is
ready to be seized, and if the present season be
slipped, you know not how soon the things that be-
long to your peace may be for ever hid from your
eyes, and you will rue your carelessness when it is
too late to retrieve what you have lost by it.

3. Agree with your adversary quickly, while you
are in the way with him;* make your peace with
God, and do it with all speed. You need not send
to desire conditions of peace,® they are offered to you,
if you will but accept of them; and they are not
only easy but very advantageous. Take the advice
which Solomon gives to his son who is insnared in
suretyship, Do this, my son, that thou mayest deliver
thyself, go humble thyself, and thereby thou wilt not
only pacify an adversary, but make sure a friend :
and give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine
eyelids, till thou hast done this.”

4. In order to the making of your peace with God,
make sure your interest in Jesus Christ, and make
use of him daily for that purpose: retain him of
counsel for you in this great cause on which your
all depends, and let him be not only your plea but
your pleader, for that is his office; If any man sin,
and 80 run into debt, we have an advocate with the
Father,” who is ready to appear for us, and attends
continually to this very thing. Be advised by him,
as the client is by his counsel, and then refer your-
selves to him, put your case into his hand and say,
Thou shalt answer, Lord, for me, when I have no-
thing to say for myself.

5. Renew your repentance every day for your sins
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of daily infirmity, and be earnest with God in prayer
for the pardon of them. Hereby we give to God
the glory of his never-failing mercy, which abun-
dantly pardons; and to Christ the glory of his inex-
haustible meritand grace ; and keep ourseives con-
tinually easy by leaving no guilt to lie upon the
conscience unrepented of. ‘ Even reckonings (we
say) make long friends.” And the more we are
humbled for our daily sins, and the more we see of
our obligation to Christ, and his merit, for the par-
don of them, the more watchful we shall be against
them, and the more careful to abstain from all ap-
pearances of evil, and approaches towards it.
Lastly, Let those to whom much is forgiven, love
much.* We haveall of us much forgiven us, it is a
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very great debt from which we have been discharged :
now it may be expected, that we should have our
hearts accordingly enlarged in gratitade to him who
JSirst loved us, who s0 loved us, and gave himself for
us, loved us and washed us from our sins in his own
blood. How shall we express our love to him ? What
box of precious ointment shall we pour upon bis
head ? What song of love shall we sing to his praise?
O that the love of Christ may constrain us? to love
him, and live to him, who loved us and died for us;
to be faithful and constant in our love to him, who
having loved his own which were in the world, loveth
them unto the end,* and will love them all at length
into the world of everlasting love.
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