FAITH IN CHRIST INFERRED FROM FAITH IN GOD :

A SERMON

PREACHED AT THE TUESDAY LECTURE, AT SALTERS HALL,
MAY 2971H, 1711.

JonN xiv. 1. latter part.

——Ye believe in God, believe also in me.

A poMINION over your faith® is what your ministers
are far from pretending to; but the direction of
your faith is what they are intrusted with, that thus
they may be kelpers of your joy, for by faith you
stand. What is Paul himself, or what is Apollos,®
those great men? not masters in whom ye believed,
but ministers only, by whom ye believed ; not oracles,
but stewards of the oracles of God. Now how can
we better direct your faith, nay, how dare we other-
wise direct it, than as we have received direction
from the Lord Jesus, who is the Author and Finisher
of our faith, the Foundation and Fountain of it?
And in the text we have his law concerning it, the
rule of faith he prescribesto us. What he said here
to those who were his immediate followers, he says
to all, Ye believe in God, believe also in me.

This is here recommended in particular to the
disciples of Christ; as a sovereign antidote against
trouble of mind, proper to fortify the soul against
the invasions of grief and fear, when they are most
violent and threatening, and all other supports and
succours fail. Christ was now leaving those who
had left all to follow him, and he told them that
whither he went they could not follow him yet ;¢
which seemed to bear hard upon them, that they
who had followed him in his sorrows, might not fol-
low him to his joys; nay, must be left behind as
sheep in the midst of wolves. Because of this, sor-
row filled their heart. And though in Christ’s de-
parture from them there seems to be enough to justify
their sorrow, yet there really is enough to pacify ;
and therefore, with good reason, as well as with
good authority, he commands down those boisterous
winds and waves, saying, Peace, be still. Let the

sinners in Zion be afraid, and let fearfulness sar-
prise the hypocrites, but let not your hearts be
troubled. Though trouble surround you on every
side, yet be wise, be watchful, and keep trouble
from your hearts: and that you may do so, believe
in God, and in his providence ; believe also in me,
and in my grace. And you will be kept from faint-
ing by believing ;¢ but if you will not believe, surely
you shall not be established.*

But that which is here intended as a cordial in
time of trouble, will not be so, unless it be our
practice, for it is certainly our duty at all times,
the duty of all those who hear the joyfgl sound of
the everlasting gospel, not only to belleve in God,
but to believe also in Jesus Christ. And therefore
I shall take it more generally, not only as an anti-
dote against trouble of mind, but a caveat against
practical deism.

1. Our Lord Jesus doecs here take it for granted
concerning his disciples, that they did believe in
God, and that in the belief of him they paid him the
adorations due to his name, and the submissions due
to his government, and that that faith was so firmly
fixed in them, that it would not be shocked by any
event of Providence, though ever so grieving, ever
so frowning. You believe in God, that is, you re-
ceive and embrace natural religion, you admit the
light of it, you submit to the laws of it. You believe
the perfections of God, that he is infinitely and eter-
nally wise and holy, just and good ; you believe his
relations to his creatures, as their Protector and
Benefactor, their Owner and Ruler; his relations to
his own people, as their Father and Felicity; you
believe his providence, that it extends itself to all
the creatures, and all their actions, to you, and all
your affairs, with a certain cognizance, and a faith-
ful steady conduct. Nay, you go further, you not
only believe in the Lord your God, but you believe
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his prophets ;' you receive the Scriptures of the Old
Testament, and subscribe to them : and you do well.
Observe here,

(1.) That our Lord Jesus knows who believe in
God, and who do not; for all hearts are open to his
view, and he knows what is in man. When with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation,s it is
to give honour to him, not to inform him what the
heart believes; for he knows it before we tell him,
and better than we can tell him. That which is the
prerogative of the Eternal Mind, is one of the flowers
of the Redeemer’s crown: I am he whick searcheth
the reins and hearts® He knows the sincerity of
some, whom men suspect and reproach, and the in-
sincerity of others, whom men confide in and ap-
plaud. We read of some who professed to believe
in Jesus Christ, when they saw the miracles which
he did ; but Jesus did not commit himaself to them, did
not believe them, so the word is, because ke knew all
men, and needed not that any should testify of man.!
He knew that his disciples here did believe in God,
and witnessed for them that they did so. And be-
cause he does thus infallibly know every man’s true
character, he is therefore fit to be the Judge of all at
the great day, and to pass the definitive sentence
upon every man’s everlasting state; for we are sure
that his judgment is according to truth, and cannot
mistake.

(2.) That our Lord Jesus is highly well pleased
with those who believe in God, and will take notice
of itto their comfort and honour. He came into the
world to reveal and reconcile God to us, and to re-
duce and restore us to God, not to draw us from him,
but to draw us o him ; and nothing is more accept-
able to him than our believing in God, norshall any
thing be more comfortable to us. Christ fortifies us
with this faith against all assaults: Let not your
kearts be troubled, for ye believe in God. And those
who believe in God need not be cast down and dis-
quieted ; as those have reason to be who are strangers
to him, who have no dependence on him, or com-
munion with him. They who believe in God, ac-
cording to his word, have reason to rejoice in him
vith joy unspeakable ; for their confidence in him
thall not make them ashamed. They know whom they
have believed.

2. He calls upon them who believe in God, to be-
lieve in him too. But did not the disciples believe
dlso in Christ? No doubt they did; else they had
oot so easily left all to follow him, and continued
vith him in his temptations. When St. Peter, in
the name of the rest, gave this for the reason why
they would never quit their Master, We believe and

are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living '

God* they all subscribed to it as the confession of
their faith, except Judas, whom Christ at that very
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time particularly excepted. And yet, Christ saith
to them, Believe also in me : use the faith you have,
set it on work, exert it, employ it, that by it you may
keep your minds composed and quiet at this time.
Believe in me, that is, live by faith in me. Even
those who believe, as they have need to be prayed
for, that God would help their unbelief, and increase
their faith, so they have need to be preached to, and
called upon to exercise their faith: T'hese things are
written to you who believe in Christ, that you MAY be-
lieve in him ;' may be confirmed in your faith, and
have the comfort of it. -

Believing in God is a very great duty, dbd there
are few bnt what profess at least to doit. They who
have little else to say for themselves, will say this,
‘“ We trust in God :” and O that there were such a
heart in all them that say so! But from those who
believe in God, there are two things furtherrequired:
One is a dictate of the light and law of nature ;
we have it given in charge by St. Paul to Titus,
This is a faithful saying, (and these things I will that
thon affirm constantly ;» let it be frequently incul-
cated, and earnestly pressed upon all Christians,)
That they who have believed in God must be careful to
maintain good works : for faith without works is dead ;»
it doth no good to others,” and therefore will do us no
good.—The other is a dictate of revealed religion,
and we have it here in the text, ¢ Ye believe in God,
believe also in me.”

Doct. It may justly be expected, and re-
quired, from those who believe in God, that
if they are within the sound of the gospel,
they should believe also in Jesus Christ.

I speak to those who are favoured with the gospel,
who see that joyful light, who hear that joyful sound,
and who are therefore concerned in this doctrine.
As for those who enjoy it not, we cannot say it is
required of them to believe in Christ ; for how shall
they believe in him, of whom they have not heard 7* Yet
we cannot say, it is impossible for any of them,
though they live up ever so closely to the light they
have, to be saved by Christ they never heard of. It
is out of our line to judge concerning them, for it is
not in our Bibles ; but let us judge this rather, that
we who enjoy the gospel shall find it more intolerable
for us in the day of judgment, than they will, if we
obey not the gospel. As for them, it becomes us
rather to leave them to God’s uncovenanted mercy,
than to his unpacified justice. For our own part,
whatever favour they may find who are destitute of
the light of Christianity, I see not how they can ex-
pect it, who rebel against that light, and reject the
counsel of God against themselves.? The case is
plain,—It is good to believe in God ; but that is not
enough, we must believe also in Jesus Christ. It is
not sufficient to our acceptance with God that we
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embrace natural religion, though it is indispensably
necessary that we do so ; but we must go further, we
must admit the light, and submit to the laws, of the
Christian religion likewise, which is consonant to,
and perfective of, natural religion, and helps us out
where that leaves us ata loss. And this is that
which I am here to-day to press upon you, with all
seriousness, that you sink not into a practical deism,
as many do into a practical atheism; but, in every
thing wherein you have to do with God, you may
have a believing regard to Jesus Christ. You believe
in God, believe also in Jesus Christ.

I shall here endeavour to explain,

1. The objects of this faith, and what that is which
those who believe in God are to believe also con-
cerning Christ.

1I. The acts of this faith, and what that regard
is which we must give to God, and must give also
to Jesus Christ.

II1. The connexion between these two, and how
necessarily it follows, that those who truly believe
in God will readily believe in Jesus Christ, when he
is made known tothem. And thenmake application.

1. Let us inquire, what man is to believe concern-
ing God ; and compare with that, what he is also to
believe concerning Jesus Christ; and see, what re-
lation they Aave to each other.

1. Do we believe in God, as the Fatker Almighty ?
‘We must believe in Christ, as his only-begotten Son ;
for Father and Son correlates. By the prescribed
form of baptism, that great foundation on which the
doctrine of the Trinity is built, we are directed to
devote ourselves to the Father and Son; which
plainly speaks a divine relation, not to us, (for
though God may be said to be a Father to us, and a
Holy Spirit to us, yct he can in no sense be said to
be a Son to us,) but a relation to one another; and
therefore they must be distinct persons ; and so, as
that the Son is the express image of the Father’s
Person. We cannot believe in God as the Futher,
but we must believe in him who is.the Son of the
Father,* who is the only-begotten of the Father,!
and therefore of the same nature with him. If any
deny the Son, though they say they believe in God,
as the Creator of heaven and earth, yet really they
have not the Father, they have not the knowledge of
him, nor an interest in him, as the Father ; for they
only who by faith continue in the Son, so continue
in the Father.® Shall we think that God has the
title of the Father ascribed to him so frequently, so
solemnly, only as he is the Fountain of being to the
creatures which are infinitely below him ? (So the
heathen called him the Father, so he is Father of the
rain, and hath begotten the drops of the dew.”) No,
he himself plainly intimated why he is called the
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Father, when he said to the Redeemer, Thou art my
Son, this day have I begotten thee ;* which must be
understood in a far higher sense than that of crea-
tion; for when the apostle would prove that Christ
has obtained a more excellent name than the highest
rank of created beings, he thus argues : 7o which of
the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this
day have I begotten thee? They were sons of God
who shouted for joy, when the foundations of the earth
were fastened ; he was the Image of the invisible God.
that existed before all things.y It is not, as some
would have it, that he was fesk, and was MADE God.
only as Moses was made a god to Pharaoh; for the
Scripture says quite the contrary, that ©coc m—
ke was God, and oapf sysvsro—WAS MADE flesh.*
This mystery we firmly believe the ¢ruth of, but aw-
fully adore the depth of.

2. Do we believe in God as the Eternal Mind’
‘We must also believe in Christ as the Eternal Word
and Wisdom. God is an Infinite Spirit, and as such
is to be adored by every one of us ; and he has told
us that the Redeemer we_are to believe in is the
Logos, that in the beginming, was with God; and
was God,® in the constitution of all things. And (to
show that he is the Omega as well as the Alpia)
we find that in the consummation of all things, when
he obtains a final victory over all the enemies of his
kingdom, he appears and acts under the same title ;
his name is called, the Word of God.c It signifies
both Ratio and Oratio, a word conceived, and a word
witered. Christ is both ; as the thought is one with
the mind that thinks it, and yet may be considered
as distinct from it, so Christ was and is owe with the
Father, and yet distinct from the Father.

In all the divine counsels, Christ is the Eternal
Wisdom, that when God prepared the heavenrs, and
laid the foundations of the earth, and made man who
is the highest part of the dust of the world, was by him
as one brought up with kim:* heisthe Wonderful Coun-
sellor,in whom are Aid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge. Between the Father and the Son
there is a perfect mutual consciousness, and parti-
cularly in the affair of man’s redemption. No man
knows the Son but the Father, neither knows the Father,
save the Son.* The counsel of peace is between them
both.f

In all divine revelations, Christ is the Word of the
Father; that Word of God which is quick and
powerful, and is a discerner of tho thoughts and in-
tents of the heart.¢ He only having lain in his
bosom from eternity, none but he could declare him ;*
and though it is in these last days, that he hasin a
more especial manner spoken to us by his Son, yet
the Spirit, in the Old-Testament prophets, was the
Spirit of Christ.! And as he was the Maker and
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Mediator, so he was the Messenger of the Covenant,
the Amen, the faithful and true Witness.

3. Do we believe that God made the world, and
governs it? We must believe also that he made it,
and governs it, by his Son, who is not only the
visdom of God, and his eternal word, but the power
of God, and his almighty right Aand. The Father
worketh kitherto ;X we believe he does, that he is the
Fountain of all being, and the Spring of all life,
power, motion, and perfection : but the Son has told
us withal, that he worketh, and that what things soever
the Father doth, these also doth the Son likewise.

Nothing appears more evident, by the light of
natore, than that God made the world, and all
things therein, that by his power, and for his plea-
sure and praise, they are and were created : nor does
any thing appear more evident, by the light of the
Gospel, than that God made the worlds by kis Son,
that he created all things by Jesus Christ,® that all
things were ereated by him and for Aim, and that ke
is before all things, and by him all things consist,” nay,
that without him was not any thing made that was
made® So that if we receive the gospel, we must
discern even in the things that are seen, not only
tbe eternal power and godhead of the Father, but
the universal agency and influeace of the Son, and
particularly with reference to the children of men,
vith whom his delights were; for in him, in a
special manner, was that life which is the light of
men? Therefore he is called the "apxyn—The prin-
ciple (so it might better be read than T'Ae beginning )
of the creation of God.t And hence arises his
sovereignty over all the creatures, and his property
in them. He is the first-born of every creature;
hat is, as the apostie himself explains it, he is the
keir of all things » and has not only by purchase,
but by inkeritance, obtained the more excellent name.

We are satisfied that God governs the world, and
an abandant satisfaction it is to us that he does so,
that his kingdom ruleth over all; but we must also
be assured, and it will add greatly to our satisfaction,
fhat the administration of the kingdom of providence
is put into the hands of our Lord Jesus, and is united
to the mediatorial kingdom; that he has an incon-
testable title to all, Al things are delivered to him by
the Father,' and for this reason, because Ae loves
tim * that he has an uncontrollable dominion over
dl. Things are not only given into his hand, but
put under his feet;" not only great power, but all
power, is given unto him, both in heaven and in
arth; and he is not only head of the church, but
Aead over all things to the ehurch. All the angels in
heaven are his active servants, ail the devils in hell
are his conquered captives: the kingdoms of the
earth are his, and he is the Governor among the
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nations ;¥ By kim kings reign, for to him the Father
has committed not only the future jadgment, but all
Judgment.>

4. Do we believe that God is our owner by right
of creation? We must believe also, that Christ is
our owner by right of redemption; and yet we have
not two masters to serve; Christ and the Fathcr are
one, as to us. Nor do these properties stand in
competition with each other: no, Christ owns bis
property to be derived, Thine they were, and thou
gavest them me,Y and yet withal it is acquired.

As to God we owe our being, because he made us,
and not we ourselves, therefore we are not our own
but his; so to Christ we owe our well being, our
recovery from that deplorable state, unto which by
sin we were fallen, and our restoration to the favour
of God, and an eternal happiness in him. Thus,
besides the original right he has to us as our Maker,
he has an additional right by purchase; a right to
command us, a right to dispose of us; we are his
servants, for he has loosed our bonds ; not only born
in his house, but bought—not with his money indeed,
but with that which is infinitely more valuable, his
own most precious blood : and therefore we are de-
livered out of the' hands of our enemies, that we
might be devoted to him, to serve him without fear."
We are not our own but his, for we are bought with a
price ; more was paid for us a great deal than we
were worth ; and it was paid to him into whose hand
our all was forfeited, so that no dispute can be made
of his interest in us, and the authority he has to de-
mand our best affections and services. As one is our
Father, even God, 80 one is our Master, even Christ :*
he is our Lord, and we are bound to worship
him.

5. Do we believe that God is our Judge, to whom
we must every one of us give an account of ourselves ?
‘We must believe also, that Christ is our Advocate
with him, and that he is the propitiation for our sins.
‘We are all conscious to ourselves that we are sin-
ners, that we are guilty before God, have incurred
his wrath, and laid ourselves open to his curse; and
from him our judgment must proceed, a judgment
against which there will lie no exception, and from
which there will lie no appeal ; a judgment which
in its inquiries will look back as faras our beginning,
for God shall bring every work into judgment, with
every secret thing :© and which in its decisions will
look forward as far as our everlasting state, which
must by it be irreversibly determined.

Now, whenever we think of giving an account to
God, we must have an eye to the Lord Jesus, as the
one only Mediator between us and God, that blessed
Days-man who has laid his hand upon us both ; who is
our peace, who arbitrates matters in variance be-
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in him; let us also depend upon Jesus Christ, and
put a confidence in himm. We believe in God, that
is, we trust in him, we rcly upon his wisdom to di-
rect us, his power to support and strengthen us, his
goodness to pity us, and his all-sufficiency to give
all that to us, and work all that in us, and for us,
which the mecessity of our case calls for. And we
therefore refer ourselves to him, and encourage our-
selves in him ; now let us thus believe also in Jesus
Christ, and make him our hope. As we confide in
the providence of God for all things that relate to
the natural life; and cheerfully submit ourselves to
the conduct of that providence, hoping by it to be
carried comfortably through this world ; so we con-
fide in the grace of the Lord Jesus for all things re-
lating to the spiritual life, and cheerfully submit
ourselves to the operations of that grace, hoping by
it to be carried safely to a better world ; desiring not
more to secure our present and future welfare, than
to have the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ with our
Spirit.® Our dependence must be upon Christ both
for righteousness and strength,? the two great things
we stand in need of; from a full conviction of our
own guilt and weakness, and of his ability and will-
ingness to save us from sin and wrath, we must ven-
ture all our spiritual concerns with him. In every
thing wherein we have to do with God, we must make
mention of his rightcousness, and make use of his
grace,—and, of both, as all-sufficient for us; must
depend upon him to bring us safe through this wil-
derness to the heavenly Canaan ; and having done
this, as those who know whom we have trusted, we
must be willing to venture all our temporal concerns
for him, to leave, and lose, and lay out all for his
sake, being well assured, that though we may be
losers for him, we shall not, we cannot, be losers by
him in the end.

IIL I come in the next place to show the neces-
sary connexion that there is between these two great
duties, of believing in God, and believing also in
Jesus Christ; and how the latter will follow of
course, if the former be sincere, in all those to whom
the glad tidings of the gospel-salvation are brought.
They must necds embrace the Christian religion, who
cordially entertain natural religion; and they who
do not believe in Christ, whatever they pretend, do
not indeed believe in God : for,

1. If we believe in God, we must believe in him
who is One with him, the Brightness of his glory,
and the express Image of his Person.d Christin his
gospel has cxpressly told us, I and my Father are
one.” And when be says, My Father is greater than
I, the comparison is not between the person of the
Father and of the Son, but between the Son’s state
of exaltation with the Father and his present
state of humiliation; as plainly appears, because
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it comes in as a reason why the disciples should
not mourn, but rejoice rather, in his departure from
them, because he had told them he was to go to the
Father, where his state would be not only more glo-
rious to himself, but of greater capacity to serve
them, than his present state was. When he was
entering upon his sufferings, he comforted himself
with this, that heand kis Father were one, Thou, Father
art in me and I in thee,* and therefore he has reason
to expect, that the world will believe, that they wko
believe in God, will believe also in him. So much
are the Father and the Son one, that Christ says, He
that has secen me, Ras seen the Father,* We come to
the knowledge of God, by the knowledge of Jcsus
Christ, for the glory of God shines in the face of
Jesus Christ; and, therefore, he who believes in the
Father, as far as the Son is revealed to him to be
one with the Father, will believe also in him: and
by that faith we come to be one with the Father and
the Son, and one in them." And thus, by keeping
Christ’s commandments we abide in Ais love, even as
he kept his Father’'s commandments, and abode in
his love." Such a close and inseparable union the
gospel all along shows us between the Father and
the Son, as that we cannot divide them in our belief.
The heathen worshipped their idols as rivals with
God, we worship Christ as one with God: Believe
me, says Christ, that I am in the Father, and the
Father in me. So let us believe in him.

2. If we believe in Geod, we must believe also in
him who is sent by Aim, has a commission from him,
and to whom he has given testimony. We do not
believe in God, unless we believe what he has said
concerning his Son, and rest upon it ; what he said
by the prophets of the Old Testament, who all bare
witness to him. And thosc predictions of theirs were
all exactly and completely accomplished, which had
reference to his estate of Aumiliation, and the afflic-
tions of it; not one iota or tittle of them fell to the
ground. Christ himself observed this when he said,
It is finished: which ratifies those predictions that
had reference to his estate of exaltation, the honours
of it, and the graces that flow to us from it; for the
Spirit of Christ, in them, testified beforehand both of
the sufferings of Christ, and of the glory that should
Sollow* We must also believe, what hc said by a
voice from heaven concerning him, once and again,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,
hear ye kim ;7 and must concur with him by a sin-
cere declaration, This is my beloved Saviour, in whom
I am well pleased, and whom 1 will hear: Thus we
set to our seal that he is true,® and subscribe to the
record we have reccived in the everlasting gospel,
which we are willing to venture our souls and our
salvation upon, that God has given to us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son; which if we receive not
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we make God’a liar,® we not only declare that we
do not believe in him ourselves, but that he is not fit
to be believed by any one else. Justly therefore
has Christ said, He that despiseth me, despiseth him
that sent me ; as an affront done to an ambassador,
is justly construed an affront to him who gave him
his character and credentials,

We must also, if we believe in God, give credit
to the many confirmations which we have of his
testimony to his Son; the many miracles which
were wrought to prove his divine mission, miracles
of mercy, healing mercy, which served likewise to
explain and illustrate it ; especially the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, by which he was
declared to be the Son of God with power,c and in
which God gave him glory, that our faith and hope
might be in God ;* that believing in him whom he
raised from the dead, our faith and hope in him
might be both evidenced and encouraged. The
pouring out of the Spirit likewise, both in his g.u
and in his graces, is a further attestation giyen to
Christ’s mission, for in them God bare him witness ;¢
nay, the Holy Ghost whom God gave to them who
believed in Christ, and obeved bim,! is said to be
his witness ; so that if we believe in the Spirit of
God, we must believe also in Christ, and, therefore,
the imputing of Christ’s miracles, which were wrought
by the Spirit of God, to Beelzebub the prince of
the devils, is justly reckoned an unpardonable blas-
phemy egainat the Holy Ghost.

3. If we believe irn God, we must give honour to kim,
by believing also in Jesus Christ; for thereby he
reckons himself honoured. If we confess that Jesus
Cirist is Lord, it is to the glory of God the Father.s
It is certain, there is nothing in which the glory of
God, and of all his attributes, shines more bright,
or more strong, than in the great work of our re-
demption wrought out by Jesus Christ; and there-
fore, when the First-begotlien was brought into the
world, the angels who were charged to worship him
sang, Glory to God in the highest, because, in Christ,
there was om earth peace, and good-will towards
men:* so that, unless by faith in Christ we receive
that peace and good-will, and the record given con-
cerning it, we do not as we ought give unto God
the glory dae to him, from that greatest of all the
works of wonder by which he has made himself
known. Do we believe in God? We ought then to
give him the glory of all that infinite wisdom which
contrived our redemption in such a way, that divine
justice might be satisfied, and yet sinuners saved;
this is the wisdom of God in a mystery, hidden wisdom,
nanifold soisdom, ordained before the world for our
slorys We ought also to give him the glory of that
kindness and Jove of God which designed this
salvation, those tender mercies, whereby the Day-
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spring from on high visited us; love without pre-
cedent, love without parallel, whereby God so loved
the world, as to give his only-begotten Son for us.
But how can we say we believe in him, which is
giving glory to him, if we rob him of so great a part
of his glory, by not believing in Jesus Christ, in
whom his glory shines in a special manner?

4. If we believe God speaking by Moses and the pro-
phets, we must believe also in Jesus Christ; for to
him bare all the prophets witness, and in all the
ceremonies of the Mosaic institation, he was typi-,
fied : if we believe the Old Testament, we must also
believe the New ; for such an exact correspondence
and agreement is there between them, as between
two tallies. The same grace which the Old Testa-
ment represents in shadows, promises, and predic-
tions, the New Testament produces in the substance
and accomplishment, so that they mutunally confirm
and illustrate one another. This our Lord Jesus
insisted upon, as one of the strongest proofs of his
divine mission, that the Scriptures of the Old Testa-
ment testified of Aim; and therefore he tells the
Jews, who set up Moses in opposition to him, that
Moses, instead of condemning him, condemned
them for not believing in him; for, says he, Had ye
believed Moses, ye would have believed me, for he wrote
of me* 1In the volume of the book,' ev cepaledi—in the
head of it, (so the word is,) in the very beginning of
the book of Moses, it was written of Christ, that as
the seed of the woman, he should break the serpent’s
head. Itisplain, therefore, ye believe not Ais writings,
because ye believe not my words. Christ blamed the
two disciples, and afterwards all the rest, for their
slowness to believe what was written concerning him
in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
Psalms, all which was to a tittle fulfilled in him.®
They who believed in the God of Israel, and received
the oracles which by him were committed to them,
knew very well that there was a salvation to be
revealed in the last times; that a Messiah should
come, to be a prophet like Moses, a priest like Aaron,
a king like David,—and, like the sacrifices, to mako
reconciliation for iniquity ; and that he should be
cut off, not for himself, but for the sins of his people.n
And do we not see all this abundantly made good
in the Lord Jesus? Has he not done, has he not
suffered, all that which it was foretold he should do
and suffer ? If, therefore, we believe that a Messiah
was to come, we must believe that this was he that
should come, and we arve mot to look for any other.
The apostles therefore all along appealed to the
Scriptures of the Old Testament, saying no other
things than those which Moses and the prophets said
should come,° and putting the unbelicf of the
Jews to their ignorance of the voice of the prophets,
though they were read among them every sabbath
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in him ; let us also depend upon Jesus Christ, and
put a confidence in him. We believe in God, that
is, we trust in himn, we rely upon his wisdom to di-
rect us, his power to support and strengthen us, his
goodness to pity us, and his all-sufficiency to give
all that ¢o us, and work all that in us, and for us,
which the mecessity of our case calls for. And we
therefore refer ourselves to him, and encourage our-
selves in him ; now let us thus believe also in Jesus
Christ, and make him our hope. As we coafide in
the providence of God for all things that relate to
the natural life; and cheerfully submit ourselves to
the conduct of that providence, hoping by it to be
carried comfortably through this world ; so we con-
fide in the grace of the Lord Jesus for all things re-
lating to the spiritual life, and cheerfally submit
ourselves to the operations of that grace, hoping by
it to be carried safely to a better world ; desiring not
more to secure our present and future welfare, than
to have the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ with our
Spirit.> Our dependence must be upon Christ both
for righteousness and strength,? the two great things
we stand in need of ; from a full conviction of our
own guilt and weakness, and of his ability and will-
ingness to save us from sin and wrath, we must ven-
ture all our spiritual concerns with him. In every
thing wherein we have to do with God, we must make
mention of his rightcousness, and make use of his
grace,—and, of both, as all-sufficient for us; must
depend upon him to bring us safe tbrough this wil-
derness to the heavenly Canaan ; and having done
this, as those who know whom we have trusted, we
must be willing to venture all our temporal concerns
for him, to leave, and lose, and lay out all for his
sake, being well assured, that though we may be
losers for him, we shall not, we cannot, be losers by
him in the end.

IIL. I come in the next place to show the neces-
sary connexion that there is between these two great
duties, of believing in God, and believing also in
Jesus Christ; and how the latter will follow of
course, if the former be sincere, in all those to whom
the glad tidings of the gospel-salvation are brought.
They must needs embrace the Christian religion, who
cordially entertain natural religion; and they who
do not believe in Christ, whatever they pretend, do
not indeed believe in God : for,

1. If we believe in God, we must believe in him
who is One with him, the Brightness of his glory,
and the express Image of his Person.? Christin his
gospel has cxpressly told us, I and my Father are
one.’ And when he says, My Father is greater than
I,* the comparison is not between the person of the
Father and of the Son, but between the Son’s state
of exaltation with the Father and his present
state of humiliation; as plainly appears, because
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it comes in as a reason why the disciples should
not mourn, but rejoice rather, in his departure from
them, because he had told them he was to go to the
Father, where his state would be not only more glo-
rious to himself, but of greater capacity to serve
them, than his present state was. When he was
entering upon his sufferings, he comforted himself
with this, that ke and kis Father were one, Thou, Father
art in me and I in thee,' and therefore he has reason
to expect, that the world will believe, that they who
believe in God, will believe also in him. So much
are the Father and the Son one, that Christ says, He
that has secen me, has seen the Father: We come to
the knowledge of God, by the knowledge of Jcsus
Christ, for the glory of God shines in the face of
Jesus Christ; and, therefore, he who believes in the
Father, as far as the Son is revealed to him to be
one with the Father, will believe also in him : and
by that faith we come to be one with the Father and
the Son, and one ix them.” And thus, by keeping
Christ’s commandments we abide in kis love, even as
he kept his Father's commandments, and abode in
his love.” Such a close and inseparable union the
gospel all along shows us between the Father and
the Son, as that we cannotdivide them in our belief.
The heathen worshipped their idols as rivals with
God, we worship Christ as one with God: Believe
me, says Christ, that I am in the Father, and the
Father in me. So let us believe in him.

2. If we belicve in Geod, we must believe also in
him who is sent by Ahim, has a commission from hkim,
and to whom he has given testimony. We do not
believe in God, unless we believe what he has said
concerning his Son, and rest upon it ; what he said
by the prophets of the Old Testament, who all bare
witness to him, And those predictions of theirs were
all exactly and completely acoomplished, which had
reference to his estate of Aumiliation, and the afflic-
tions of it; not one iota or tittle of them fell to the
ground. Christ himself observed this when he said,
It is finished: which ratifies those predictions that
had reference to his estate of exaltation, the honours
of it, and the graces that flow to us from it; for the
Spirit of Christ, in them, testified beforehand both of
the sufferings of Christ, and of the glory that skould
Jollow> We must also believe, what he said by a
voice from heaven concerning him, once and again,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,
hear ye him ;7 and must concur with him by a sin-
cere declaration, This is my beloved Saviour, in whom
I am well pleased, and whom 1 will hears Thus we
set to our seal that he is true,* and subscribe to the
record we have received in the everlasting gospel,
which we are willing to venture our souls and our
salvation upon, that God has given to us eternel life,
and this life is in his Son ; which if we receive not
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we make God’a liar,® we not only declare that we
do pot believe in him ourselves, but that he is not fit
to be believed by any one else. Justly therefore
has Christ said, He that despiseth me, despiseth Rim
that sent me ; as an affront done to an ambassador,
is justly construed an affront to him who gave him
his character and credentials.

We must also, if we believe in God, give credit
fo the many confirmations which we have of his
testimony to his Son; the many miracles which
were wrought to prove his divine mission, miracles
of mercy, healing mercy, which served likewise to
explain and illustrate it ; especially the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, by which he was
declared to be the Son of God with power,c and in
which God gave him glory, that our faith and hope
might be in God ;* that believing in him whom he
raised from the dead, our faith and hope in him
might be both evidenced and encouraged. The
pouring out of the Spirit likewise, both in his ghts
and in his graces, is a further attestation giyen to
Christ’s mission, for in them God bare him witness ;¢
nay, the Holy Ghost whom God gave to them who
believed in Christ, and obeyed him,fis said to be
his witness ; so that if we believe in the Spirit of
God, we must believe also in Christ, and, therefore,
the imputing of Christ’s miracles, which were wrought
by the Spirit of God, to Beelzebub the prince of
the devils, is justly reckoned an unpardonable blas-
phemy against the Holy Ghost.

3. If we believe ir God, we must give honour to him,
by believing also in Jesus Christ; for thereby he
reckons himself honoured. If we confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, it is to the glory of God the Father.s
It is certain, there is nothing in which the glory of
God, and of all his attributes, shines more bright,
or more strong, than in the great work of our re-
demption wrought out by Jesus Christ; and there-
fore, when the First-begotien was brought into the
world, the angels who were charged to worship him
sang, Glory to God in the kighest, because, in Christ,
there was om earth peace, and good-will towards
men» so that, unless by faith in Christ we receive
that peace and good-will, and the record given con-
cerning it, we do not as we ought give unto God
the glory dae to him, from that greatest of all the
works of wonder by which he has made himself
known. Do we believe in God? We ought then to
give him the glory of all that infinite wisdom which
contrived our redemption in such a way, that divine
justice might be satisfied, and yet sinners saved;
this is the wisdom of God in a mystery, kidden wisdom,
manifold wisdom, ordained before the world for our
glory: We ought also to give him the glory of that
kindness and love of God which designed this
salvation, those tender mercies, whereby the Day-
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spring from on high visited us; love without pre-
cedent, love without parallel, whereby God so loved
the world, as to give his only-begotten Son for us.
But how can we say we believe in him, which is
giving glory to him, if we rob him of so great a part
of his glory, by not believing in Jesus Christ, in
whom his glory shines in a special manner?

4. If we believe God speaking by Moses and the pro-
phets, we must believe also in Jesus Christ; for to
him bare all the prophets witness, and in all the
ceremonies of the Mosaic institution, he was typi-.
fied : if we believe the Old Testament, we must also
believe the New ; for such an exact correspondence
and agreement is there between them, as between
two tallies. The same grace which the Old Testa-
ment represents in shadows, promises, and predic-
tions, the New Testament produces in the substance
and accomplishment, so that they mutually confirm
and illustrate one another. This our Lord Jesus
insisted upon, as one of the strongest proofs of his
divine mission, that the Scriptures of the Old Testa-
ment testified of him; and therefore he tells the
Jews, who set up Moses in opposition to him, that
Moses, instead of condemning him, condemned
them for not believing in him; for, says he, Had ye
believed Moses, ye would have believed me, for he wrote
of meX 1In the volume of the book, ev xepakidi—in the
head of it, (so the word is,) in the very beginning of
the book of Moses, it was written of Christ, that as
the seed of the woman, he should break the serpent’s
head. Itisplain, therefore, ye believe not his writings,
because ye believe not my words. Christ blamed the
two disciples, and afterwards all the rest, for their
slowness to believe what was written concerning him
in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
Psalms, all which was to a tittle fulfillcd in him.™
They who believed in the God of Israel, and received
the oracles which by him were committed to them,
knew very well that there was a salvation to be
revealed in the last times; that a Messiah should
come, to be a prophet like Moses, a priest like Aaron,
a king like David,—and, like the sacrifices, to make
reconciliation for iniquity ; and that he should be
cut off, not for himself, but for the sins of his people.
And do we not see all this abundantly made good
in the Lord Jesus? Has he not done, has he not
suffered, all that which it was foretold he should do
and suffer ? If, therefore, we believe that a Messiah
was to come, we must believe that this was he that
should come, and we are not to look for any other.
The apostles therefore all along appealed to the
Scriptures of the Old Testament, saying no other
things than those which Moses and the prophets said
should come,° and putting the unbelief of the
Jews to their ignorance of the voice of the prophets,
though they were read among them every sabbath
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day.p So that, in short, if we believe that there is
such a thing as a divine revelation, that God has
madea discovery of himself, and of his will and grace,
to the children of men, we must believe the gospel,
and the testimony it bears, God has sent his son into
the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world
through him might have righteousness and life.

5. If we rightly apprehend how matters stand be-
tween God and man since the fall, as those must do
who believe in God, who believe his holiness and
justice, and his relations to man, we shall readily
receive the notice which the gospel gives us of a
Mediator between God and man; not only because
we shall soon perceive how desirable it is that there
should be such a Mediator, (and we are easily
brought to believe what is for our honour and ad-
vantage, quod volumus facile credimus—what we wish
we easily believe,) but because we shall perceive,
likewise, how probable it is that a God of infinite
grace and mercy should appoint such a Mediator,
and make him known to us. It is a great confirm-
ation of the truth of the Christian religion, that it
not only agrees with, and is a ratification of, the
principles and laws of natural religion, and is an
improvement and advancement of them, but that it
supplies the deficiencies of it; it takes us up and
helps us out, where that fails us and leaves us at a
loss. So that if we make just reflections upon our-
selves, and our own case as it appears to us by the
light of nature, there cannot but be a disposition in
us to receive and embrace the gospel, and to enter-
tain it not only as a faithful saying, but as well
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners. If we rightly believe
in God, and withal rightly understand ourselves,
we cannot but perceive our case to be such as calls
for the interposition of a Mediator between us and
God ; and we are undone if there be no such a one;
and we will therefore cheerfully receive him.

(1.) We cannot but perceive that man has in a
great measure lost the knowledge of God, and there-
fore should gladly believe in him who has revealed
him to us. It is certainly the greatest satisfaction
and best entertainment to our intellectual powers,
to know God the author and felicity of our beings.
The understanding of man cannot rest short of this
knowledge ; but we find that by the entrance of sin,
our understandings are darkened,? and the children
of men are generally alienated from the divine light
and life, through the ignorancc that is in them, be-
cause of the blindness of their heart : The world by
wisdom knew not God,’ and the things of God are fool-
ishness to the natural man® Are we sensible of this
as our misery, that we cannot by any researches of
our own come to such a knowledge of God, as is
necessary to our communion with him? If we are
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so, we shall readily embrace Christ as a prophet,
who having lain in the bosom of the Father from
eternity, has declared him * to the children of men,
and has brought into this dark world the light of
the knowledge of this glory, with such convincing
evidences of a divine truth, and such endearing in-
stances of a divine grace and love in this light, as
are abundantly sufficient both to captivate the an-
derstanding and engage the affections. This is the
trae light, which is sufficient to lighten every man that
cometh into this world,® and to direct him through it
to a better world. And shall we not open our eyes
to such a light? Can we be such strangers, such
enemies, to ourselves, and our own interests, as to
love darkness rather than this light ?*

(2.) We cannot but percei ve, that there is an in-
finite distance between God and man, and therefore
should gladly believe in one, in whose person the
divine and human natures are wonderfally united.
T light of nature shows us the glory of a God
abovg us; as heaven is high above the earth, so are
his thoughts and ways above ours: whence we are
tempted to infer, that there is no having any com-
munion with him, that he is not conversable with
us, and that we cannot expect that he should take
any cognizance of us. Shall we not therefore wel-
come the tidings of a Mediator between God and
man, even the Man Christ Jesus? Shall we not be
glad to hoar, that this God above us is, in Christ,
Immanuel, God with us," God in our nature, God
manifested in the flesh ; the Eternal Word incarnate,
which will facilitate our communion with God, and
represent it to us as a thing possible? When we look
upon God as the almighty Creator and Sovereign of
the world, a being of infinite perfection and blessed-
ness, we are tempted to say, Will this God in very
deed dwell with men, with mean and sinful worms,
on the earth? But when we look upon the Son of
God clothed with a body, and visiting in great hu-
mility this remote corner of the universe, which God
has let out to the children of men, as a vineyard to
unthankful husbandmen, we are encouraged to
say with trinmph, Behold the tabernacle of God is
with men, and Ais sanctuary in the midst of them for
evermore.* We are quite lost in our thoughts, when
we come to meditate seriously on the divine perfec-
tions, for they are an unfathomable depth, which we
cannot find out, concerning which we cannot order
our speech by reason of darkness; If a man speak,
surely he shall be swallowed up :* but when we come
with an eye of faith to see the Father in Christ, who
is both God and man, and are brought by faith to
Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and through
him to God the Judge of all,* this makes his glory
the more intelligible, (ke that hath seem me, says
Christ, Aatk seen the Father,) his example the more
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jmitable, his favour the more attainable, and man’s
communion with him the more practicable.

(3.) We cannot but perceive the matter to be yet
worse;—that there is a quarrel between God and man
by reason of sin; that the God who made us is not
only a God above us, but a God against us ; and there-
fore we should gladly believe in him by whom that
quarrel is taken up, in whom God was reconciling
the world to himself,* and who is our peace. You
believe in God, your great Lord and Lawgiver; and
do you not believe, that he requires of you an exact
conformity to the law of your creation ; that since he
made you for himself, to show forth bhis praise, you
should aocordingly live to his honour; that he who
endued you with the powers of reason, designed that
vour appetites and passions should always act un-
der the direction and dominion of those powers?
Does not even the light of nature tell you, that God,
who is the dest of beings, is to be loved and delight-
ed in above all ; that all the gifts of his bounty are
to be received by us with thankfulness, and all the
rehukes of his justice submitted to with patience?
These are the rules which you know you should
bave been ruled by : but you know you have come
short of these rules; that those affections of your
sonls bave been set upon the world and the flesh,
which should have been set upon God only; that
the appetites of a mortal body, by which you are
allied to the earth, have been indulged, to the un-
speakable disgrace and detriment of an immortal
spirit, by which you are allied to the upper world.
It is not only the Scripture, but even natural con-
science, that has concluded us all under sin. Those
who had not the law, yet showed the accusing,
convincing work of the law written in their hearts.®
And will not your own bearts tell you likewise, that
you baving offended God, he is displeased with you,
and you lie under his wrath? If God be infinitely
perfect, as certainly he is, he is infinitely just and
loly ; and as the Governor of the world, is engaged
in bonour to punish sin, that his law may not be
trnmpled on, and his dominion made contemptible.
Do you believe this concerning God, and this con-
ecrning yourselves ? and will you not welcome the
tidings of a reconciliation between you and God, and
tladly believe in him who was made sin and a curse
for us, that we through him might have righteous-
nessand life? Was Christ slain as a sacrifice to
slay this enmity between us and God, and shall not
ve by faith lay our hands on the head of this sa-
erifice, and apply for an interest in it? Shall not

the Prince of peace be our p ? Shall not we
receive the atonement,© consent to it, confide in it,
aod take the comfort of it, when it is an atonement
which God himself has appointed and accepted?
When we see that God contends with us, and that
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it is in vain for us to think of contending with him;
with ten thousand we dare not meet him that comes
against us with twenty thousand ;¢ it is like setting
briers and thorns before a consuming fire, which are
fuel to it, instead of being a fence against it; sure
we shall see it is our interest to take hold on his
strength, that we may make peace with him ; es-
pecially when this method of reconciliation is not an
uncertain thing, for he has told us we shall make
peace with him.

(4.) Yet this is not the worst of it: we cannot but
perceive that we are corrapt and sinful, that our na-
ture is depraved and vitiated, and wretchedly dege-
nerated from what it was, as it came out of God’s
hand ; and, therefore, we should gladly believe in
him who is made of God to us not only righteousness
but sanctification,» and who came into the world, not
only to restore us to the favour of God, but to renew
his image upon us. Do we not sensibly find by
daily experience, that our minds are alienated from
God, and there is in them a strong bias toward the
world and the flesh ; that we are not of ourselves
either inclinable to, or sufficient for, any thing that
is good, but continually prone to that which is evil?
And being thus sick, from the crown of the head to
the sole of the foot distempcred, shall we not re-
joice to hear of balm in Gilead,and a Physician there?
And shall we not apply that balm, and put ourselves
under the care of that Physician? If you believe in
God, you believe that as he is holy so you should
be holy : but you find you are not so, nothing of his
resemblance appears upon you, and therefore you
cannot expect he should put you among his children,
or give you the pleasant land.f Will you not then
believe also in him, who has undertaken not only to
show us the glory of the Lord, but by his Spirit to
change us into the same image from glory to glory;s
and is able to make good his undertaking? For
therefore it pleased the Father, that in him all fulness
should dwell, that from his fulness all we might receive,
and grace for grace ;" that being grafted into that
good olive, we might partake of his root and fatness;
and though severed from him we can do nothing, yet
we may be able to do all things through Christ
strengthening us.! If it be indced, as it ought to be,
our shame and sorrow, that we are by nature so much
under the dominion of a vain and carnal mind,—no
saying will appear to us so well worthy of all ac-
ceptation, as this, that Christ Jesus came to save kis
people from their sins, and to purify them a peculiar
people to himself, zealous of good works.'

(5.) If we believe that God is the Father of our
spirits, we cannot but perceive that they are immor-
tal, that they must shortly return to God who gave
them, and that we are made for another world,—and
therefore will gladly believe in one who will be our
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guide to that world, who will stand our friend in the
judgment, and secure our welfare in the future state.
Do we not find our souls strongly impressed with a
belief of their own existence in a state of separation
from the body? The thinking part, even of the hea-
then world, did so. Natural conscience, which is
either a heaven or a hell in men’s own bosoms, plainly
intimates to them, that there is a state of rewards and
punishments on the other side death, and a righteous
doom of every man to the one or to the other: but
when we come to inquire, “ How shall we make the
Judge our friend ? What plea will bring us off in the
judgment ? What is the happiness that is set before
us in another world? And what course shall we
take to make it sure to ourselves?” When we ask
“ What shall we do to get above the fear of death?”
(we see its stroke inevitable ;) ¢ what have we where-
with to arm ourselves against its terror? From what
advances here can we take a comfortable prospect of
our state hercafter? We must shortly be stript of all
our enjoyments in this world ; what is there that will
befriend us in our removal to anotherworld?”” Here
the light of nature leaves us quite at a loss. Neither
the philosophers with their wisest considerations,
nor the infidels with their boldest contradictions,
could ever reconcile men to death, or enable them
upon any good grounds cheerfully to quit this world.
Animula vagula, blandula, (said one of the wisest of
the heathen upon his death-bed,) qu@ nunc abibis in
loca ?—Whither art thou now going, O my poor soul?
Death, with a noted atheist, wasagreat leap inthe dark.
It is certain, nothing but Christ and his gospel can
farnish us with such comforts, as will carry us with-
out the fear of evil through the valley of the shadow
of death. Shall we not then readily believe in Christ,
and bid his gospel welcome into our hearts, that light
by which such clear and fuall discoveries are made of
life and immortality ? Shall we not depend upon him
with an entire satisfaction, and give up ourselves to
hisconduct, who has enabled usto triumph overdeath
and the grave, and to say, O death, where is thy sting,
where is thy terror? Have we not reason to entertain
that institution as of a divine original, which is so
wisely, so kindly, suited to our case in the last and
greatest exigence of it; which shows us the way,
through this wilderness, to an everlasting rest for
souls; which divides Jordan before us, and makesa
path through it for the ransomed of the Lord to pass
over? Do we believe that our souls must go to God ?
and shall we not believe in him who will introduce us,
who will receive our spirits, and present them to the
Father, and lodge them in the mansions which he
himself has prepared in his Father's house ? How
forward should dying creatures be to embrace a
living Saviour, who is and will be life in death to
all who by faith are united to him, and who has said,
Because I live ye shall live also.™

Now lay all this together, and then tell me, whe-.
ther those who believe in God have not a great deal
of reason to believe also in Jesus Christ; not only
to desire such a Saviour, but to depend upon the
Lord Jesus, as every way fitted to be the Savioar,
and able to save to the uttermost.

And now will you hear the conclusion of the whole
matter ?

1. Let us be more and more confirmed in our be- -
lief of the principles of natural religion, which Chris- .
tianity supposes, and is founded upon. Let the dic-:
tates of the light and law of nature be always sacred |
with us, and have a commanding sway and empire
in our souls. So agreeable is revealed religion to|
right reason, and the established rules of good and
evil, that what contradicts and violates them, how
plausible soever its pretensions may be, ought to be
rejected, as no part of Christianity. |

Therefore they who, under colour of =zeal for|
Christianity, hate and persecute their brethren, kill |
them, and say they do God good service, or under|
that pretence despise dominion, resist the powers
that are ordained of God, break the public order, and
disturb the public peace, who think no faith is to be |
kept with those they call heretics, and that it is law-
ful to lie for the truth ; these puta high affront upon
the Christian religion, and do it the greatest wrong |
and injury imaginable. To such we may say, You:
profess to believe in Christ, but do you believe in:
God? Is Christ the minister of sin? If he came not !
to destroy the law and the prophets, but to fulfil them, |
can we think he came to set up a religion that should |
be served and advanced by a flat contradiction to !
those principles and rational instincts, (if I may so
call them,) which were prior and superior even to the !
law of Moses and the prophetical inspirations?!
Christ came to renew the tables which sin had|
broken; not to blot out any thing that was engraven |
in the heart of man by nature, but to write apon the !
tables according to the first writing, and to add thereto
many like words. If it became Christ, no doubt it be-
comes Christians, to fulfil all righteousness ;® for we .
may say of the principles of natural religion, as.
St. Paul does of the law of Moses, Do we make them
void by the faith of the gospel? God forbid ; may, wc;
establish them.° ‘

2. Yet let us not rest in a mere natural religion,
and a compliance with it, but let us, with the fullest
conviction and highest satisfaction, embrace and
firmly adhere to the principles of revealed religion.
and submit to the commanding, constraining power:
and influence of them. Let pure Christianity govern
us in every thing, and both give law to us and give
peace to us. Let faith be our guide with relation.
to another world, as sense and reason are with rela-
tion to this world ; and then we shall be led into the
paths, and brougbt under the dominion, of Christ’s
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boly religion. If taere be any divine revelation in
the world, it is in the Holy Scripture, on which
Christianity is built; and there certainly it is, for
we cannot think that God has put fallen mankind
upon a new trial, (which he has not done for fallen
wngels,) and given him no new rule of duty and ex-
pectation, accommodated to that state of trial. The
Scripture, therefore, is that which we arc to believe,
nto which we must search, and on which we must
wild, for that is it that testifies of Cbrist. Christ
berefore is he to whose conduct we must entirely
levote ourselves, and on the all-sufficiency of whose
nediation we must rely; else we are unworthy to
wear the name of Christians, and wear the livery of
is family.

As there is a practical atheism, which they are
‘hargeable with who profess to know God, but in
rorks deny him ; so there is a practical deism, which
bey are chargeable with, who profess to believe in
*hrist, and yet have no regard to his mediation be-
ween God and man: and both the one and the other
re no less dangerous than the speculative, and so
nuch the worse, that they carry in them a self-con-
ndiction,

Let us who are ministers make it our business to
dvance the honour of Christ, and to bring all to
iim ; as faithful friends of the Bridegroom, who re-
vice greatly to kear the Bridegroom’s voice,? and to
erve his interests ; else we do not answer the cha-
acter we are dignified with, as Ais ministers.
Ylessed Paul, though he was a great scholar, deter-
tined to know nothing but Christ and bhim cruci-
ed,* counting all but loss for the exccllency of that
‘nowledge ;* and he did as he determined, for * in
Il his writings” (as one of the ancients observes)
' be breathes nothing but Christ.” ¢ Preach Christ,
rotber,” (said the famous Mr. Perkins, to a young
tinister who asked his advice,) * preach Christ,
rother.” It is the language of all faithful minis-
us, We preach mot ourselves, but Christ Jesus the
wrd, and ourselves your servants for his sake® 1t is
be character of Christians, that they have learned
‘brist :* but how shall they learn him, if their teach-
n do not preach him? The whole gospel centres
1Christ ; in him therefore let all our preaching cen-
fe. Let us preach down sin asan enemy to Christ,
©d that which he died to separate us, and so to save
& from: let us press duty with an eye to Christ, in
mpliance with him, and gratitude to him. Let us
rescribe comforts fetched from Christ, and founded
poo bis mediation. Do we aim at the conversion
I sinoers? Let us call them to Christ, persuade
itm to come and take his yoke upon them, and re-
‘mmend them to him as the best Master. Do we
'm at the edification of saints? Let us lead them
o a further acquaintance with Christ, that they
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may grow up into him® in all things, as their Head
and Root. Are we God’s mouth to his people? Let
us do as God did when he spake from heaven, give
honour to Christ, and direct all to hear him.v Are
we their mouth to God? Let us offer up all the spi-
ritual sacrifices upon this altar, that sanctifies every
gift. Let this golden thread run through the whole
web of our praying and preaching; and in every
thing let precious Jesus ever have the pre-eminence.

Let us all, both ministers and Christians, make
Jesus Christ all in all to us; to us to live must be
Christ : and as we have received him by our profession
of his name, we must so walk in Aim; and whatever
we do in word or deed, do all in his name, with an
eye to his will as our rule, and his glory as our end,
depending upon him both for strength and righte-
ousness, and continually rejoicing and glorying in
him,

It is to be feared, there are some even within the
pale of the church, who seem to have some little re-
ligion, but they forget Christ, and leave him out of
it. If we come to talk with them about their souls,
and their eternal salvation, we find they have a re-
verence for God, and a sense of their duty to him,
which they speak of with some clearness and con-
cern; they have right notions of justice and charity,
fidelity, patience, and temperance, yea, and of devo-
tion to God, and invocation of him ; and are under
convictions of the necessity of these, for they believe
in God : but when we speak to them also of believ-
ing in Jesus Christ, of their coming to God asa Fa-
ther by him as Mediator, of the need they bave of
him in every thing wherein they have to do with
God, and the constant dependence they ought to
have upon him, they are ready to say, as the people
did of Ezekicl, Dotk not he speak parables ?™ This is
a lamentation, and shall be for a lamentation, that
among those who are called Christians, there should
be those found who are strangers to Christ, and are
content to be 80 ; to whom the Light of the world is as
a lamp despised, and the Fountain of life as a
broken cistern ; and who are ready to say to Christ,
Depart from us, and, What can the Redeemer do for
us, which we cannot do for ourselves? We pity those
who never heard of Christ, whom this Day-spring
from on high never visited ; for, How shkall they be-
lieve in kim of whom they have not heard? But we are
justly argry at those to whom the great things of the
gospel are preached, and yet they are accounted by
them as strange and foreign things, and things that
they are no way concerned in. It is an amazing
infatuation, and what we may stand and wonder at.
Be astonished, O heavens, at this!

(1.) It is strange, that any who are baptized, and
are called Christians, can forget Christ, and leave
him out of their religion; surely they must have
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forgot their Christian name, for they have wretchedly
forgot themselves. What? a Christian, and yet a
stranger to Christ! Aut nomen, aut mores muta—
Either change thy name, or change thy spirit. Isnot
the whole family, both in heaven and earth,* deno-
minated from him, as having a necessary and con-
stant dependence upon him? and yet he shall be out
of mind, becausc for the present he is out of sight.
Shall he be made a cipher of, who is to us the only
figure, and who in the upper world makes so great
a figurc? Were not we baptized into his name;
and by our baptism entered into his school, hired
into his family, and enlisted under his banner ; and
yet shall we set him aside, as if we had no occasion
for him? If circumcision was to the brcakers of
the law made uncircumcision,’ shall not baptism be
nullified, and made no baptism, to the contemners
of the gospel ?

(2.) It is strange, that any who are convinced of
sin, and see themselves, as all the world is, guilty
before God, can forget Christ ; and leave him out of
their religion, as if they could do well enough with-
out him. What? a sinner, and yet make light of
the Saviour! A dying perishing sinner, and yet
not believe in him, whose errand into the world was
to redeem us from all iniquity! Is the avenger of
blood in pursuit of us, and just at our back, and
shall not the city of refuge be ever in our eye ? Can
we see our misery and danger by reason of sin, (and
we are shamefully blind and partial to ourselves, if we
do not,) and not be continually looking unto Jesus,
the great propitiation? Can we read the curse of the
law in force against us? can we see the fire of God’s
wrath ready to kindle upon us? and not be glad to
accept of Christ upon his own terms, Christ upon
any terms?

(3.) It is strange that any who desire to have com-
munion with God, to hear from him, and speak to
him, and in both to obtain his favour, should forget
Christ, and leave him out of their religion. I hope
none I speak to are of thost who say to the Almighty,
Depart from us, we desire not the knowledge of thy
ways ; but that you will each of you say, with David,
It is good for me to draw near to God.* Do you in-
deed think it so? Is that your choice? Is that your
delight? Is this the thing you labour after, and are
ambitious of, that whether present or absent you may
be accepted of the Lord™ You know not yourselves,
you know not your God, if it be not: and if it be,
how can you expect to be accepted, but in the Be-
loved ;® and that the holy God should be well pleas-
ed with you who are unholy creatures, bat in and
through a Mediator? Itis by his Son that God does
in these last days © speak to us, and it is by him that
we are to speak to God ; so that we cannot with any
confidence approach to God, nor have any comfort-
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able communion with him, out of Christ. If we
neglect him, we come without our errand, and shall
be sent away without an answer.

(4.) It is strange, that any who are in care about |

their souls and another world, should forget Christ,
and leave him out of their religion. Brethren, you
see yourselves dying daily, death is working in you;
and you know that after death is a judgment, which

will fix you in an unchangeable state of happiness

or misery in perfection ; you are standing upon the
brink of an awful eternity, and are just ready to step
in; now how can you hope to escape everlasting
misery, much less to obtain everlasting happiness,
unless you secure your interest in, and keep up your

correspondence with, him, to whom all judgment is |

committed, who has the keys of hell and death in
his hand, and is himself the resurrection and the
life? Are we not concerned still to make mention
of him, to whom the Father has given power over all
flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as
were given him,d and who opens the kingdom of
heaven to all believers. How dare we venture into
another world, withoutbeing fixed on this foundation?
Were our eyes opened, and our consciences daly
awakened, the very thoughts of dying and going to
judgment, would make such a terror to ourselves, as
nothing could relieve us against, but a believing
sight of Christ sitting at the right hand of God, ready

to receive the souls that are in sincerity committed |

to him, to redeem them from the power of the grave,
and to present them to kis Father.
8. Let us all make it to appear in all our devo-

l

tions, and in our whole conversation, that we mnot |

only believe in God, but that we believe also in Jesus
Christ. Let our spirits be purely Christian ; leaven-
ed with the gospel of Christ, and partaking of its
relish and savour; delivered into it as into a mould,
receiving its shape and impression, and in every
thing conforming ourselvesto it. The poor are said
to receive the gospel * they are lvayye\ilovrar—evan-
gelized, so the word is. What will it avail us in the
gospel, to behold as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
unless we be changed into the same image, and re-
flect that light which shines upon us, so that all whe
converse with us, may take knowledge of us, that we

have been with Jesus,” and that he dwells in our’

hearts by faith,

Let Christ be our plea for the pardon of sin, the
plea we always put in, and firmly rely upon; let us
never expect redemption but through his blood, even
the forgiveness of our sins; therefore we hope it is
God who does and will justify, because it is Christ
that died, yea rather that is risen again; and there-
fore we hope he will be our advocate with the Fa-
ther, and a righteous, gracious advocate for us,
because he is the propitiation for ow sins. Let us
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make him our plea, and he will himself be our
pleader.

Let Christ be our peace, and our peace-maker.
When our consciences are offended and quarrel with
us, when our hearts reproach us, and are ready to
condemn us; let the blood of Christ, by which we
are reconciled to God, be effectual to reconcile us
fo ourselves, and let nothing else avail, or be ad-
mitted to do it. What satisfied God, let that, and
that only, satisfy us; and let that pacify our con-
sciences which will also purify them. Let him also
be our peace among ourselves. Let all good Chris-
tians, however differing in other things, be one in
kim, as he has prayed they may be: and let him who
is the centre of their unity, be the powerful cement
of their affections.

Let Christ be our prophet, and by him let us ask
counsel of the Lord, Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do” Let him be our oracle, and by him let us be
determined ; let the mind of Christ be our mind in
every thing, and in order to it let his word dwell
richly in us.®

Let Christ be our priest, and into his hand let us
put all our services, all our spiritual sacrifices, to be
offered up to God, because through him only they
areacceptable.! By this name let us ever know him,
let us ever own him, Tke Lord our rightcousness.k

Let Christ be our pattern; let our spirits be re-
newed in conformity to his death and resurrection,
and let us be so planted together in the likeness' of
both, that it may be truly said, Christ is formed in
us,® Christ lives in us,® and we are the epistles of
Christ> Let our whole conversation be governed
in conformity to his example, which he has left us
on purpose that we might follow his steps.? Let us
30 bear about with us continually the dying of the
Lord Jesus, as that the life also of Jesus may be
manifested in our mortal body.

Let Christ be the beloved of our soul, and let us
make it appear that he is so, by our delight in his
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presence, our grief for his withdrawings, our con-
stant care to please him, and fear to offend him, and
our diligence to approve ourselves to him, as one we
esteem and love. Let us have such a constant
regard to him, to his will as our rule, and to his
glory as our end, that we may truly say, 70 us to
live is Christ,” and to us living and dying he is gain.

Let Christ be our hope, let him be our joy; and
let us make it to appear he is so, by such a holy
cheerfulness of spirit, as will be a continual feast
to us. Let us see, let us find, enough in Christ to
silence all our fears, and to balance all our griefs,
and so to keep us always calm and easy. Do we
believe in God? Do we believe also in Jesus Christ?
Then let not our hearts be troubled, whatever hap-
pens to us, but let us be kept in perfect peace.*

Let Christ be oar crown of glory,t and our diadem
of beauty; let us value ourselves by our interest in
him, and relation to him. At his feet let all our
crowns be cast; let boasting in ourselves be for ever
excluded, and let him that glories glory in the Lord,
in the Lord Jesus.

Let Christ be our heaven; let us reckon it one of
the chief joys of glorified saints in the other world,
that they are gathered to Christ® there, they see his
glory,” and share in it, they sit with him at his table,
sit with him on his throne. And let us therefore not
only be willing to die when God calls us, but be
desirous to depart and to be with Christ,” to be to-
gether for ever with him, which will be best of all.

To conclude. Let that be the language of our
settled judgments, which a learned and religious
gentleman of the last age took for his motto, wrote
in his books, contrived to have continually before
him, and ordered to be engraven in the rings given
at his funeral ; * CHRIST 18 A CHRISTIAN’S ALL.”’®
And let that be the language of our pious affection,
with which one of the martyrs triumphed in the
flames ; “ NoNE BUT CHRIST, NONE BUT CHRIST.”
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