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A.If I live a vain and careless life, loving the world
more than God, and minding the things of the flesh
more than the things of the Spirit, and allowing
myself in any known sin, I have reason to conclude,
that whatever profession I make, my spiritual state
is bad. Q. 23. What will be an evidence that your
spiritual state is good? A. If I be beartily con-
cerned about my soul and eternity, and carefully
seek the favour of God through Christ; if I strive
against sin, make conscience of my words and ways,
and have respect to all God’s commandments, I
have reason to hope, that notwithstanding my daily
infirmities, my spiritual state is good. Q. 24. How
must you examine your conscience about your par-
ticalar actions? A. I must solemnly reflect upon
what I have done amiss in thought, word, and deed,
and I must humbly confess it before God, and judge
myself for it. Q. 25. What else must you do in
your preparation for the Lord’s supper? A. I must
earnestly pray to God for his Spirit and grace; I
must meditate much upon the love of Christ in dy-
ing for me; and I must be in charity with all men.

A CATECHISM FOR CHILDREN.

Q. 26. After what manner must you receive the
sacrament? A. With humble reverence and seri-
ousness ; with sorrow for sin, and hatred of it; with
faith in Christ, and the lively workings of pious and
devout affection towards him. Q. 27. What must
you do after you have received this sacrament? A.
I must walk cheerfully with God in all holy con-
versation, and never return again to folly. Q. 28.
Who are they that receive this sacrament unwor-
thily? A. They who continue in love and league
with sin while they pretend to covenant with God.
Q. 29. What is the misery of those whodo so? A.
They eat and drink judgment to themselves, not dis-
cerning the Lord’s body. Q. 30. Who shall be
welcome to this ordinance? A. They who by faith
cordially consent to the covenant of grace, and do
honour to their Redeemer, by showing: forth his
death. Q. 31. What benefits do they receive by
it that duly improve it? A. Their faith is hereby
strengthened, their resolutions are confirmed, their
comforts are increased, and they have an earnest of
the everlasting feast.

SCRIPTURE CATECHISM,

IN THE

METHOD OF THE ASSEMBLY'S.

INTRODUCTION.

We are very happy (I know) in catechisms, which,
to the inhabitants of this valley of vision, will be
either the means of knowledge, or the shame of igno-
rance. The variety of these forms of sound words,
while they all speak for substance the same thing,
and are all built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, derogates not at all from the honour
of the Christian doctrine, but rather (like the setting
up of several candles in the same room) help to dif-
fuse the light, and make it stronger. Many very
excellent expositions we have both of the Church
Catechism and of the Assembly’s, and an ancient and

profitable one of Mr. Ball’s; and yet scme encou-
rage me to hope, that this essay, which is in a way
not hitherto used, that I know of, will be found not
altogether useless. Two things I aim at in it: one
is, to put the catechism into such a dress, as to make
it (if possible) both easy and copious, so as that it
may not be an insuperable task to the learner, and
yet may furnish bim with plenty of useful know-
ledge. The bulk of it (which somewhat exceeds my
first intentions) shows it to be copious; and yet 1
think it is made very easy, by breaking of it into so
many short questions, and those answered by Yes
or No, which the learner may at first content himself
with, the teacher, if he pleases, reading the proofs;
and, by degrees, the learner, who is willing to take
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a little pains, and begins to be versed in the Scrip-
tures, will find it no great difficulty to charge his
memory with most of the proofs annexed, which the
question oftentimes easily introduces, and which,
by frequent use, will in time become familiar. I
remember to have seen an Explanation of the Assem-
Hy's Shorter Catechism, (and I think it was the first
that ever was published,) by a great man, the Rev.
Dr. Wallis, of Oxford, which was done by breaking
the propositions of the catechism in short questions,
answered (as this) with Yes or No. That perform-
ance, though very short, was an excellent precedent,
directing to a method of catechising, which has been
of good use to enrich the understanding of the
learners, withogt overloading their memories. The
text subjoined here will show that qur Yea is yea,
and our Nay, nay. To make this the more easy,
the several sections under each article may be
allotted to several catechumens.

Batanother thing I aim at, (and indeed the chief,)
is to promote the knowledge of the Scriptures. Di-
vine truths, methinks, sound best in divine lan-
guage; and the things which God has revealed to us
by kis Spirit, cannot be conveyed in a more safe and
proper vehicle, than by the words which the Holy
Ghost teaches, (1 Cor. ii. 10, 13.) which, though I
would be far from superstitiously tying myself or
others to, yet, I confess, I cannpt but think they
should be preferred, 1 have often observed how the
evangelist rectifies a mistake which rgse upon a say-
ing of Christ’s, only by repeating the words spoken,
Jobn xxi. 23. He said noj, He shall not di¢ ; but, If
Ivill that ke tarry till [ come, what is that to thee?
He said so, and no more ; add thoy not to his words.
We are dicected not only to think, but to speqk, ac-
cording to kis word, Isa. viii. 20.

It is especially profitable to acquaint children be-
fimes with their Bibles, and to show them their reli-
gion there. T'imothy’s catechism was the Scripture,
which he knew axo Bpepuc—from his very infancy,
2Tim. iii. 15. They who are ready and mighty in
the Scriptures, will be thoroughly farnished for
every good work, and thoroughly fortified against
tvery evil work, What I have here ¢ndeavoured,
may (I hope) prove a good expedient for this pur-
pose, obliging myself to produce a text of Scripture
for every question, it cannot be thought they should
be alike appasite. Perhaps here and there one may
be found that is diverted from its primary intention
by an allusion only, (which I think is warranted by
divers of the New-Testament quotations out of the
0Old,) yet I hope there are none perverted. Were we
more conversant with the inspired writings, we
should (as one of the ancients speaks) ‘‘ adore the
falness of the Scriptures.” I have quoted the texts
as concisely as I could, in hopes the diligent reader,
who searches the Scripture daily, will be stirred up
to look further into the places yeferred to, which he
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will often find very well worth his while. To that
end, I have throughout added the book, chapter, and
verse ; which yet it is needless for them who learn
by heart to trouble themselves with.

To the service of such ministers, governors of
families, and other Christians, as shall see cause to
make use of such a help, with an entire dependence
upon the grace and blessing of Gad, for the accept-
ableness and usefulness of it, this small oblation is
humbly tendered, by one who is earnestly desirous
to increase in Scripture knowledge, and ambitious
of the honour of being any way instrumental to
propagate it. MatTH. HENRY.
Postscript 7o THE THIRD EbiTION.

I am willing to take this opportunity to advise one
thing more concerning the use of this catechism,
which I have found very beneficial, viz. That the
learners be put in their answers to tarn the question
into a proposition, which they will easily do with a
little direction. Example,—Ismanareasonable crea-
ture? Yes: man is a reasonable creature; for there
is a spiritin man, &o. And this will lead them, when
the question gives occasion for it, to make applica-
tion to themselves. Again, Is your business in the
world to serve the flesh? No: it is not my business
in the world ta serve the flesh ; for we are not debtors
to the flesh.

A
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Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and enjoy
him for ever.

1. Is man a reasonable creatare? Yes: for there
is a spirit in man, and the inspiration of the Al-
mighty giveth him understanding, Job xxxii. 8.
Has he greater capacities than the brutes? Yes: for
God teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth,
and maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven, Joh
xxxv. 11,

2. Is man his own maker? No: it is God that
hath made us, and not we ourselves, Ps. c. 3. Is he
then his own master? No: there is a Lord over us,
Ps. xii. 4. Is he hisown carver? No: should it be
according to thy mind, Joh xxxiv. 33. Ishe his own
end? No: for none of us lives to himself, or dies
to hijmself, Rom, xiv. 7,

3. Is it your busineas in the world to serve the
flesh? No: for we are not debtors to the flesh, that
we shounld live after the flesh, Rom. viii. 12. Is it
to pursue the world? No: for we are not of the
world, John xvii. 16.

4, Is your happiness bound up in the creature?
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No: for all is vanity and vexation of spirit, Eccl. i.
14. Will the riches of the world make you happy?
No: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance
of the things which he possesseth, Luke xii. 15.
Will the praise and applause of men make you
happy? No: for it is vain-glory, Gal. v. 26. Will
sport and pleasure make you happy? No: for the
wise man said of laughter, It is mad, and of mirth,
What doth it?2 Eccl. ii. 2. Can the gain of the world
make you happy? No: for what is a man profited, if
he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?
Matt. xvi. 26.

5. Is God then your chief end? Yes: for of him,
and through him, and to him, are all things, Rom. xi.
36. Were you made for him? Yes: this people
have Iformed for myself, Isa. xliii.21. Were you re-
deemed for him? Yes: ye are not your own, for ye
are bought with a price, 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20.

6. Is it your chief business to glorifyGod? Yes:
we must glorify God in our body and in our spirit,
which are God’s, 1 Cor. vi. 20. Must this be ulti-
mately designed in a}l our actions? Yes: doall to
the glory of God, 1 Cor. x.31. Is God glorified by
our praises? Yes: he that offers praise, glorifies
me, Ps. 1. 23, And is he glorified by our works ?
Yes: herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit, John xv. 8.

7. Is God your chief good? Yes: for happy is
the people whose God is the Lord, Ps. cxliv. 15.
Does all good come from him? Yes: for with him
is the fountain of life, Ps. xxxvi. 9. And is all good
enjoyed in him? Yes: the Lord is the portion of
my inheritance, and of my cup, Ps. xvi. 5.

8. Is it your chief happiness then to have God’s
favour? Yes: for in his favour is life, Ps. xxx. 5.
Is that the most desirable good ? Yes : for his lov-
ing-kindness is better than life, Ps. Ixiii. 3. Do you
desire it above any good? Yes: Lord, lift thou up
the light of thy countenance upon us, Ps. iv. 6, 7.
And should you give all diligence to make it sure ?
Yes: herein we labour, that whether present or ab-
sent, we may be accepted of the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 9.

9. Is communion with God in grace here the best
pleasure? Yes: it is good for me to draw near to
God, Ps. Ixxiii. 28. Is the vision and fraition of
God in glory hereafter the best portion? Yes: for
in his presence there is fulness of joy, Ps. xvi. 11.
‘Will you therefore set your heart upon this chief
good? Yes: Lord, whom have I in heaven but thee?
and there is none upon earth that I desire besides
thee ; when my flesh and my heart fail, God is the
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever, Ps.
Ixxiii. 25, 26.

Q. 2. What rule has God given to direct us how we
may glorify and enjoy him ?

A. The word of God (which is contained in the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament) is the
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only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy
him.

" 1. Do we need a rale to direct us to our chief end?
Yes: for we all like sheep have gone astray, Isa.
liii. 6. Could we not find it out of ourselves? No:
for man is born like the wild ass’s colt, Job xi. 12.

2. Is divine revelation necessary to religion ? Yes:
for faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God, Rom. x. 17. Is not the light of nature suffi-
cient without it? No: for the world by wisdom
knew not God, 1 Cor. i. 21. Has God therefore
given us a revelation? Yes: he hath showed thee,
O man, what is good, Mic. vi. 3. Was there reve-
lation from the beginning? Yes: at sundry times,
and in divers manners, God spake unto the fathers,
Heb. i. 1.

3. Are the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ment the word of God, and a divine revelation ?
Yes: for all Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, 2 Tim. iii. 16. Were they indited by the blessed
Spirit? Yes: for holy men of God spake as thev
were moved by the Holy Ghost, 2 Pet. i. 21. Were
they confirmed by miracles? Yes: God also bear-
ing them witness both with signs and wonders,
Heb. ii. 4. Do they recommend themselves ? Yes:
for the word of God is quick and powerfal, Heb. iv.
12. Is not the Bible then a cheat put upon the
world? No: for these arenot the words of him that
hath a devil, John x. 21.

4. Was the book of the Scripture written for our
use? Yes: whatsoever things were written afore-
time, were written for our learning, Rom. xv. 4.
And is it of great use? Yes: forit is profitable for:
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, 2 Tim. iii. 16. |

5. Are the Scriptures the great support of our re-
ligion? Yes: for we are built upon the foundation‘
of the apostles and prophets, Eph. ii. 20. Are lheyj
the standing rule of our faith and practice? Yes:
we must have recourse to the law and to the testi~
mony, Isa. viii. 20. Are they the onlyrule? Yes:
for other foundation can no man lay, 1 Cor. iii. 11
Are they our guide? Yes: for the commandme
is a lamp, and the law is light, Prov. vi. 23. 1
they show us the way to heaven and happiness
Yes: for in them we think we have etemal life, a
they are they which testify of Christ, John v. 39.

6. Are the Scriptures our oracle which we m
consult? Yes: What iswritten in the law, how rea
est thou? Luke x. 26. Are they our touchsto
which we musttry by ? Yes: if they speak not a
cording to this word, it is because there is no lig
in them, Isa. viii. 20. Are they the weapons of o
spiritual warfare? Yes: Get thee hence, Satan, f
it is written, Matt. iv. 10. Eph. vi. 17,

7. Is the written word a sufficient rule? Yes: fi
the law of the Lord is perfect, Ps. xix. 7. Is it plaiq

|

1



A SCRIPTURE CATECHISM.

Yes: for the word is nigh thee, Rom. x. 8. Is the
charch’s authority the rule of our faith? No: for
our faith should not stand in the wisdom of men,
1Cor.ii. 5. May we depend upon unwritten tradi-
tions? No: for we must refuse profane and old
wives’ fables, 1 Tim. iv. 7.

8. Will the written word be the rule of our judg-
ment hereafter? Yes: for we must be judged by
the law of liberty, Jam. ii. 12. Ought we therefore
tobe ruled by it now? Yes: as many as walk ac-
cording to this rule, peace shall be on them, Gal. vi.
16. And to be comforted by it? Yes: for through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures wehave hope,
Rom. xv. 4.

9. Are the Scriptares to be translated into vulgar
tongues? Yes: for we should hear them speak in
our tongues the wonderful works of God, Actsiii. 11.
And must we study them? Yes: Search the Scrip-
tures, John v. 39. And labour to understand them ?
Yes: Understandest thou what thou readest? Acts
viii. 30. And must we rest satisfied with this reve-
lation of God’s will? Yes: for if we believe not
Moses and the prophets, neither would we be per-
suaded though one rose from the dead, Luke xvi.
3. Is it a great affront to God to neglect his word?
Yes: I have written unto them the great things of
my law, but they were counted as a strange thing,
Hos. viii. 12.

10. Must little children get the knowledge of the
Scripture ? Yes: Timothy is commended for this,
that from a child be knew the Holy Scriptures,
2 Tim. iii. 15. And must their parents instruct
them therein? Yes: they must teach them diligently
unto their children, and talk of them, Deut. vi. 7.

11, Must we all love the word of God? Yes: O
how love I thy law! And must we meditate therein?
Yes: It is my meditation all the day, Ps. cxix. 97.
And will this be to our own advantage? Yes: for it
is able to make us wise to salvation, 2 Tim. iii. 15.

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach ?

A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man
is to believe concerning God, and what duty God
requires of man.

L. Is it necessary that we have a faith concerning
God? Yes: for he that comes to God must believe
that he is, and that he is the rewarder of them that
diligently seek him, Heb. xi. 6. Can we have that
faith without being taught? No: for how shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard ? Rom.
X 14. And have they not heard? Yes: verily their
sound went into all the earth, and their words to the
ends of the world, Rom. x. 18. .

2. Isnot the knowledge of God & great privilege?
Yes: for this is life eternal, to know thee the only
truec God, John xvii. 3. Is it not the best knowledge ?
Yes: for the knowledge of the Holy is understand-
ing, Prov. ix. 10. Dges ;he Scripture teach us that
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knowledge? Yes: forif we receive those words, and
hide those commandments with us, then shall we
understand the fear of the Lord, and find the know-
ledge of God, Prov. ii. 1, 5.

3. Do not the works of creation prove that there
isaGod? Yes: for we understand by the things
that are made his eternal power and godhead, Rom.
i. 20. And do not the works of providence prove it?
Yes: for verily there is a God that judgeth in the
earth, Ps. lviii. 11. But do not the Scriptures
tell us best what God is? Yes: for no man hath
seen God at any time, the only-begotten Son, which
is in the bosom of the Father, he bath declared him,
John i, 18.

4. Are we all concerned to get the knowledge of
God? Yes: we should all know him, from the
least even to the greatest, Heb. viii. 11. Must chil-
dren get that knowledge? Yes: I write unto you
little children because you have known the Father,
1 John ii. 13. And must we all grow in that know-
ledge? Yes: we must follow on to know the Lord,
Hos. vi. 3.

5. Are we to believe what the Scripture reveals
concerning God? Yes: for these things are written
that we may believe, John xx. 31. And must we
believe all that the Scripture reveals? Yes: Believ-
ing all things which are written in the law and the
prophets, Acts xxiv. 14. Must we believe that
which is not revealed? No: for the things of God
knows no man, but the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. ii. 11.

6. Does God require duty of man? Yes: forunto
man he said, Behold the fear of the Lord, that is
wisdom ; and to depart fromevil, that is understand-
ing, Job xxviii. 28. Is it enough to believe the
truth revealed, if we do not the duty that is required ?
No: for faith without works is dead, James ii. 26. Is
it enough to do the duty required, though we do not
believe the truth revealed? No: for he that believ-
eth not God, hath made him a liar, 1 John v. 10.

7. Does the Scripture teach us what duty God re-
quires? Yes: He has showed thee what the Lord
thy God requires of thee, Mic. vi. 8. And must we
do the duty that the Scripture teaches? Yes: we
must observe to do according to all that is written
therein, and not turn from it to the right hand, or
to the left, Josh. i. 7. Moust this obedience always
accompany faith? Yes: for they which have be-
lieved in God must be careful to maintain good
works, Tit. iii. 8.

Q. 4. What is God?

A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchange-
able in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice,
goodness, and truth.

1. Is God a Spirit? Yes: for Christ himself has
said, God is a Spirit, John iv. 24. Is he a pure
Spirit? Yes: for God is light, and with him is no
darkness at all, 1 John i. 5. Has he a body as we



have! No: Hast thou eyes of flesh ? orseest thou
as a man seeth? Job x.4. Can he be seen with
bodily eyes? No: for he is one whom no man
hath seen, or can see, 1 Tim. vi. 16. Are not the
angels spirits? Yes: he maketh his angels spirits,
Ps. civ.4. Are not the souls of men spirits? Yes:
for he formeth the spirit of man within him, Zech.
xii. 1. But is God a Spirit like unto them? No:
for he is the Father of spirits, Heb. xii. 9.

2. IsGod infinite? Yes: for we cannot by search-
ing find out God, Job xi. 7. Is he contained in any
place? No: for the heaven of heavens cannot con-
tain him, 1 Kings viii. 27. Is he every where pre-
sent? Yes: for whither can we go from his Spirit,
or flee from his presence? Ps. cxxxix. 7. Can any
hide himself in secret places that God shall not see
him? No: for do not I fill heaven and earth, saith
the Lord, Jer. xxiii. 24.

3. Is God eternal? Yes: from everlasting to ever-
lasting, thou art God, Ps. xc. 2. Had he beginning
of days? No: for he is the Ancient of days, Dan.
vii. 9. Shall there be any end of his life? No:
for he is the same, and his years have no end, Ps.
cii. 27. Is there with him any succession of time?
No: for his days are not as the days of man, Job x.
5. Can he die? No: he is the only potentate, that
hath immortality, 1 Tim. vi. 16.

4. Is God unchangeable? Yes: for he is the Fa-
ther of lights, with whom is no variableness, nor
shadow of turning, Jam. i. 17. Is there any decay
of his perfections? No: for he fainteth not, neither
is weary, Isa. xI. 28. Is there any altcration in his
counsels ?
repent, 1 Sam. xv. 29. Is it well for us that he is
unchangeable? Yes: I am the Lord, I change not,
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed, Mal.
iii. 6.

5. Is God infinite in his being? Yes: for he has
said, I AM THAT I AM, Exod. iii. 14. Is he self-
existent? Yes: for the Father hath life in himself,
John v. 28. Is he the best of beings? Yes: for who
is a God like unto him? Exod. xv. 11. Is he the
first of causes? Yes: for he is the Father, of whom
are all things, and we in him, 1 Cor. viii. 6. Is he
the highest of powers? Yes: for he is King of
kings, and Lord of lords, 1 Tim. vi. 15.

6. Is he a God of perfect knowledge? Yes: for
his understanding is infinite, Ps. cxlvii. 5. Can
any thing be hid from him? No: for all things are
naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom
we have to do, Heb. iv. 13. Does he know things
to come? Yes: for he declareth the end from the
beginning, Isa. xlvi. 10. Does he know our hearts?
Yes: for he understandeth our thoughts afar off,
Ps. exxxix. 2. Does he know all our actions?
Yes: for his eyes are upon the ways of man, Job
xxxiv. 21,

7. Is God infinitely wise? Yes: for wisdom and

No: for heis not a man that he should"
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might are his, Dan. ii. 20. Are all his works wisely
done? Yes: in wisdom he hath made them all, Ps.
civ. 24. And particularly the work of redemption?
Yes: for it is the wisdom of God in a mystery,
1 Cor. ii. 7. Can the wisdom of God’s counsels be
fathomed? No: O the depth of the riches of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! Rom. xi. 33.

8. Ishe a God of power? Yes: God bath spoken
once, twice have I heard this, that power belongeth
unto God, Ps. Ixii. 11. Is he Almighty? Yes: he
is the Lord God Almighty, Rev. xv. 3. Is his power
irresistible? Yes: for none can stay his hand, Dan.
iv. 35. 1Is his sovereignty incontestable? Yes: for
he giveth not account of any of his matters, Job
xxxiii. 13. Is any thing too bard for him? No:
for with God all things are possible, Matt. xix.
26.

9. Is he a God of perfect holiness? Yes: for holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts, Isa. vi. 3. Is there
iniquity with God? No: he is of purer eyes than
to behold iniquity, Heb. i. 13. 1Is this his glory?
Yes: for he is glorious in holiness, Exod. xv. 11.
And must we give him the glory of it? Yes: give
thanks at the remembrance of his holiness, Ps. xxx.
4. And must we study herein to resemble him?
Yes: Be ye holy, for I am holy, 1 Pet. i. 16.

10. Is he a just and righteous Governor? Yes:
the Lord is righteous in all his ways, Ps. cxlv. 17.
Did he ever do wrong to any of his creatures? No:
there is no unrighteousness in him, Ps. xcii. 15.
And does justice please him? Yes: the righteous
Lord loveth righteousness, Ps. xi. 7.

11. Is he a merciful God? Yes: he is the Lord,
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, Exod. xxxiv.
6. And a good God? Yes: thou art good, and
dost good, Ps. cxix. 68. Is he universally good?
Yes: for he is good to all, and his tender mercies
are over all his works, Ps. cxlv. 9, Is he in a
special manner good to his own people? Yes: for
truly God is good to Israel, Ps. Ixxiii. 1. And
should we acquaint ourselves with his goodness?
Yes: O taste, and see that the Lord is good, Ps.
xxxiv. 8.

12. Is he a God of truth? Yes: the truth of the
Lord endaures for ever, Ps. cxvii. 2. Will he per-
form all his promises? Yes: for he is faithful that
hath promised, Heb. x. 23. Is there any danger of
his deceiving us? No: it is impossible for God to
lie, Heb. vi. 18.

13. Is this a complete description of God? No:
for, lo, these are but parts of his ways; and how
little a portion is heard of him! Job xxvi. 14.
Must we therefore always speak of God with reve-
rence? Yes: for behold God is great, and we know
him not, Job xxxvi. 26. And must we pray to him
to teach us what we shall say? Yes: for we can-
not order our speech by reason of darkness, Job
xxxvii. 19.
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Q. 5. Are there more gods than one.
A. There is but one only, the living and true God.

1. Are there many gods? No: for though there
be that are called gods, yet there is but one God,
1 Cor. viii. 5, 6. Can there be butone? No: for
he bas said, I am God, and there is none else; Iam
God, and there is none like me, Isa. xlvi. 9. Are
you sure there is but one? Yes: for the Lord our
God is one Lord, and there is none other but he,
Mark xii. 29, 32.

2. Is the God whom we serve that one God?
Yes: for Jehovah he is God, Jehovah he is God,
1Kings xviii. 39. Is he infinitely above all pre-
tenders? Yes: for he is a great King above all
gods, Ps. xcv. 3. Ishe God alone? Yes: O Lord
of hosts, God of Israel, thou art the God, even thou
alone, Isa. xxxvii. 16. Are all other gods false
gods? Yes: for all the gods of the nations are
idols, but the Lord made the heavens, Ps. xcvi. 5.

3. Is our God the true God? Yes: the Lord heis
the true God, Jer. x. 10. 1s he the only true God?
Yes: this is life eternal, to know the only true God,
John xvii. 3. Is he the living God? Yes: the
living God, and an everlasting King, Jer. x. 10. Is
be the Sovereign Lord? Yes: for he is God over
all, blessed for evermore, Rom. ix. 5. Is this one
God enough? Yes: for he is God All-sufficient,
Gen. xvii. 1.

4 Is the Lord Jehovah the maker of all things?
Yes: heis the everlasting God, even the Lord, the
Creator of the ends of the earth, Isa. x1. 28. Is he
your Maker? Yes: he is the Lord our Maker, Ps.
xcv. 6. Is he the owner of all things? Yes; for
ke is the most high God, possessor of heaven and
earth, Gen. xiv. 19. Is he your rightful owner?
Yes: we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep
of his hand, Ps. xcv. 7. Is he the ruler of all things?
Yes: for his kingdom ruleth over all, Ps. ciii. 19.
Is be your ruler? Yes: O Lord, truly I am thy
servant, I am thy servant, Ps. cxvi. 16. 1Is he the
benefactor of all the creatures? Yes: for he giveth
to all life, and breath, and all things, Acts xvii. 25.
Is he your benefactor? Yes: for he daily loadeth

ws with his benefits, Ps. Ixviii. 19. Shall he there- |

lore be yours by your own consent? Yes: O God,
thon art my God, Ps. Ixiii. 1.

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead ?

A. There are three persons in the Godhead ; the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these
three are one God ; the same in substance, equal in
power and glory.

L Are there three gods? No: for the Lord is
one, and his name one, Zech. xiv. 9. Is there more
than one person in the Godhead? Yes: for God
said, Let us make man, Gen. i. 26. Are there dis-
tinct persons in the Godhead? Yes: for he who
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is the brightness of his Father’s glory, is the express
image of his person, Heb. i. 3. Are there three
persons in the Godhead? Yes: for there are three
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Ghost, 1 John v. 7.

2. Isthe Father God? Yes: forthere is one God
and Father of all, Eph. iv. 6. 1s Jesus Christ the
Word? Yes: his name is called the Word of God,
Rev. xix. 13. Is the Word God? Yes: for in the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God, Johni. 1. Is the Holy
Ghost a divine person? Yes: for the Spirit search-
eth all things, 1 Cor. ii. 10.

3. Is it the personal property of the Father to be-
get the Son? Yes: Thou art my Son, this day have
I begotten thee, Ps. ii. 7. Is it the personal pro-
perty of the Son to be begotten of the Father? Yes:
for he is the only-begotten of the Father, John i. 14.
Is it the personal property of the Holy Ghost to
proceed from the Father and the Son? Yes: for
Christ says, I will send you the Comforter, even the
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father,
John xv. 26.

4. Are these three one God? Yes: for it is said
expressly, these three are one, 1 John v. 7. Are
they the same in substance, and equal in power and
glory? Yes: for Christ says, I and my Father are
one, John x. 30. Can this doctrine be measured by
reason? No: for flesh and blood hath not revealed
it to us, Matt. xvi. 17. But ought we to believe it ?
Yes: for we are baptized in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Matt.
xxviii. 19. and we are blessed with the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Ghost, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. And
ought we to improve it? Yes: that we all may be
one, as the Father is in Christ, and he in the Father,
that we also may be one in them, John xvii. 21.

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God ?

A. The decrees of God are his eternal purposes,
according to the counsel of his own will : whereby
for his own glory he hath fore-ordained whatever
comes to pass.

1. Does God dispose of all things that come to
pass? Yes: My times are in thy hand, Ps, xxxi.
156. Does he do it according to his own will: Yes:
for he hath done whatsoever he pleased, Ps, cxv.
2. Can any control his will? No: for he doth
according (o his will in the armies of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth, Dan. iv. 35.
Has he determined before what he will do? Yes:
for known unto God are all his works, from the
beginning of the world, Acts xv. 18.

2. Is there a counsel then in all the will of God ?
Yes: for he worketh all things after the counsel of
his own will, Eph, i. 11, Is it an eternal counsel ?
Yes: for it was ordained before the world, 1 Cor.
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ii. 7. Isitfrec : Yes: Even soFather, forsoitseemed
good in thy sight, Matt. xi. 26. Is it unchangeable?
Yes: the counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, Ps.
xxxiii. 11. Is it for his own glory? Yes: that we
should be to the praise of his glory, Eph. i. 12.

Were all the events of time ordained from eter-
nity? Yes: He performeth the thing thatis appointed
for me, Job xxiii. 14. Does any thing come to
pass by chance? No: for the lot is castinto the lap;
but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord, Prov.
xvi. 33. Does every thing come to pass as God
has ordained it? Yes: for there are many devices
in a man’s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the
Lord, that shall stand, Prov. xix. 21.

4. Can we search out God’s counsels? No: for
his judgments are a great deep, Ps. xxxvi.6. Ought
we not therefore to acquiesce in them? Yes: Here
am I, let him do to me as seemeth good unto him, 2
Sam. xv.26. May we question God’s proceedings ?
No: for his thoughts are above our thoughts, Isa.
Iv. 9.

Q. 8. How does God execute his decrees?
A. God executes his decrees in the works of
creation and providence.

1. Shall all God’s decrees be executed? Yes:
for the Lord of hosts hath sworn, surely as I have
thought, so shall it come to pass, Isa. xiv. 24. Can
any of them be defeated? No: forthe Lord of hosts
hath purposed, and who shall disannul it ? Isa. xiv.
27. Did God exccute his decree in the work of
creation? Yes: he hath created all things, and for
his pleasure they are and were created, Rev. iv. 11.
And does he execute his decrees in the works of
Providence? Yes: for out of the mouth of the Most
High both evil and good proceed, Lam. iii. 38.

2. Did God begin to work in the creation of the
world? Yes: Thou, Lord, in the beginning didst lay
the foundations of the earth, Heb. i. 10. Is he still
working? Yes: for Christ says, My Father work-
eth hitherto, and I work, John v. 17. Are all his
works copied out of his counsels? Yes: for they
are what his hand and his counsel determine be-
fore to be done, Acts iv. 28.

3. Are God’s works many? Yes: O Lord, how
manifold are thy works! Ps. civ. 24. Are they
great? Yes: his work is honourable and glorious,
Ps. cxi. 3. Are they perfect in their kind? Yes:
God is the Rock, his work is perfect, Deut. xxxii. 4.
Can they be amended? No: whatsoever God doth,
nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from
it, Eccl. iii. 14. Ought they to be studied? Yes:
They are sought out of all them that have pleasure
therein, Ps. cxi. 2. Isita great sin to neglect them ?
Yes: because they regard not the work of the Lord,
neither consider the operation of his hands, he shall
destroy them, and not build them up, Ps. xxviii. 5.

4. Canall God’s works be thoroughly discovered ?
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Noe for no man can find out the work that God
makes from the beginning to the end, Eccl. iii. 11.
Can his designs in them be accounted for? No:
for his way is in the sea, and his path in the great
waters, Ps. lxxvii. 19. But is he glorified in 