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A.If I live a vain and careless life, loving the world
more than God, and minding the things of the flesh
more than the things of the Spirit, and allowing
myself in any known sin, I have reason to conclude,
that whatever profession I make, my spiritual state
is bad. Q. 23. What will be an evidence that your
spiritual state is good? A. If I be beartily con-
cerned about my soul and eternity, and carefully
seek the favour of God through Christ; if I strive
against sin, make conscience of my words and ways,
and have respect to all God’s commandments, I
have reason to hope, that notwithstanding my daily
infirmities, my spiritual state is good. Q. 24. How
must you examine your conscience about your par-
ticalar actions? A. I must solemnly reflect upon
what I have done amiss in thought, word, and deed,
and I must humbly confess it before God, and judge
myself for it. Q. 25. What else must you do in
your preparation for the Lord’s supper? A. I must
earnestly pray to God for his Spirit and grace; I
must meditate much upon the love of Christ in dy-
ing for me; and I must be in charity with all men.

A CATECHISM FOR CHILDREN.

Q. 26. After what manner must you receive the
sacrament? A. With humble reverence and seri-
ousness ; with sorrow for sin, and hatred of it; with
faith in Christ, and the lively workings of pious and
devout affection towards him. Q. 27. What must
you do after you have received this sacrament? A.
I must walk cheerfully with God in all holy con-
versation, and never return again to folly. Q. 28.
Who are they that receive this sacrament unwor-
thily? A. They who continue in love and league
with sin while they pretend to covenant with God.
Q. 29. What is the misery of those whodo so? A.
They eat and drink judgment to themselves, not dis-
cerning the Lord’s body. Q. 30. Who shall be
welcome to this ordinance? A. They who by faith
cordially consent to the covenant of grace, and do
honour to their Redeemer, by showing: forth his
death. Q. 31. What benefits do they receive by
it that duly improve it? A. Their faith is hereby
strengthened, their resolutions are confirmed, their
comforts are increased, and they have an earnest of
the everlasting feast.

SCRIPTURE CATECHISM,

IN THE

METHOD OF THE ASSEMBLY'S.

INTRODUCTION.

We are very happy (I know) in catechisms, which,
to the inhabitants of this valley of vision, will be
either the means of knowledge, or the shame of igno-
rance. The variety of these forms of sound words,
while they all speak for substance the same thing,
and are all built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, derogates not at all from the honour
of the Christian doctrine, but rather (like the setting
up of several candles in the same room) help to dif-
fuse the light, and make it stronger. Many very
excellent expositions we have both of the Church
Catechism and of the Assembly’s, and an ancient and

profitable one of Mr. Ball’s; and yet scme encou-
rage me to hope, that this essay, which is in a way
not hitherto used, that I know of, will be found not
altogether useless. Two things I aim at in it: one
is, to put the catechism into such a dress, as to make
it (if possible) both easy and copious, so as that it
may not be an insuperable task to the learner, and
yet may furnish bim with plenty of useful know-
ledge. The bulk of it (which somewhat exceeds my
first intentions) shows it to be copious; and yet 1
think it is made very easy, by breaking of it into so
many short questions, and those answered by Yes
or No, which the learner may at first content himself
with, the teacher, if he pleases, reading the proofs;
and, by degrees, the learner, who is willing to take
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a little pains, and begins to be versed in the Scrip-
tures, will find it no great difficulty to charge his
memory with most of the proofs annexed, which the
question oftentimes easily introduces, and which,
by frequent use, will in time become familiar. I
remember to have seen an Explanation of the Assem-
Hy's Shorter Catechism, (and I think it was the first
that ever was published,) by a great man, the Rev.
Dr. Wallis, of Oxford, which was done by breaking
the propositions of the catechism in short questions,
answered (as this) with Yes or No. That perform-
ance, though very short, was an excellent precedent,
directing to a method of catechising, which has been
of good use to enrich the understanding of the
learners, withogt overloading their memories. The
text subjoined here will show that qur Yea is yea,
and our Nay, nay. To make this the more easy,
the several sections under each article may be
allotted to several catechumens.

Batanother thing I aim at, (and indeed the chief,)
is to promote the knowledge of the Scriptures. Di-
vine truths, methinks, sound best in divine lan-
guage; and the things which God has revealed to us
by kis Spirit, cannot be conveyed in a more safe and
proper vehicle, than by the words which the Holy
Ghost teaches, (1 Cor. ii. 10, 13.) which, though I
would be far from superstitiously tying myself or
others to, yet, I confess, I cannpt but think they
should be preferred, 1 have often observed how the
evangelist rectifies a mistake which rgse upon a say-
ing of Christ’s, only by repeating the words spoken,
Jobn xxi. 23. He said noj, He shall not di¢ ; but, If
Ivill that ke tarry till [ come, what is that to thee?
He said so, and no more ; add thoy not to his words.
We are dicected not only to think, but to speqk, ac-
cording to kis word, Isa. viii. 20.

It is especially profitable to acquaint children be-
fimes with their Bibles, and to show them their reli-
gion there. T'imothy’s catechism was the Scripture,
which he knew axo Bpepuc—from his very infancy,
2Tim. iii. 15. They who are ready and mighty in
the Scriptures, will be thoroughly farnished for
every good work, and thoroughly fortified against
tvery evil work, What I have here ¢ndeavoured,
may (I hope) prove a good expedient for this pur-
pose, obliging myself to produce a text of Scripture
for every question, it cannot be thought they should
be alike appasite. Perhaps here and there one may
be found that is diverted from its primary intention
by an allusion only, (which I think is warranted by
divers of the New-Testament quotations out of the
0Old,) yet I hope there are none perverted. Were we
more conversant with the inspired writings, we
should (as one of the ancients speaks) ‘‘ adore the
falness of the Scriptures.” I have quoted the texts
as concisely as I could, in hopes the diligent reader,
who searches the Scripture daily, will be stirred up
to look further into the places yeferred to, which he
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will often find very well worth his while. To that
end, I have throughout added the book, chapter, and
verse ; which yet it is needless for them who learn
by heart to trouble themselves with.

To the service of such ministers, governors of
families, and other Christians, as shall see cause to
make use of such a help, with an entire dependence
upon the grace and blessing of Gad, for the accept-
ableness and usefulness of it, this small oblation is
humbly tendered, by one who is earnestly desirous
to increase in Scripture knowledge, and ambitious
of the honour of being any way instrumental to
propagate it. MatTH. HENRY.
Postscript 7o THE THIRD EbiTION.

I am willing to take this opportunity to advise one
thing more concerning the use of this catechism,
which I have found very beneficial, viz. That the
learners be put in their answers to tarn the question
into a proposition, which they will easily do with a
little direction. Example,—Ismanareasonable crea-
ture? Yes: man is a reasonable creature; for there
is a spiritin man, &o. And this will lead them, when
the question gives occasion for it, to make applica-
tion to themselves. Again, Is your business in the
world to serve the flesh? No: it is not my business
in the world ta serve the flesh ; for we are not debtors
to the flesh.

A
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Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and enjoy
him for ever.

1. Is man a reasonable creatare? Yes: for there
is a spirit in man, and the inspiration of the Al-
mighty giveth him understanding, Job xxxii. 8.
Has he greater capacities than the brutes? Yes: for
God teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth,
and maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven, Joh
xxxv. 11,

2. Is man his own maker? No: it is God that
hath made us, and not we ourselves, Ps. c. 3. Is he
then his own master? No: there is a Lord over us,
Ps. xii. 4. Is he hisown carver? No: should it be
according to thy mind, Joh xxxiv. 33. Ishe his own
end? No: for none of us lives to himself, or dies
to hijmself, Rom, xiv. 7,

3. Is it your busineas in the world to serve the
flesh? No: for we are not debtors to the flesh, that
we shounld live after the flesh, Rom. viii. 12. Is it
to pursue the world? No: for we are not of the
world, John xvii. 16.

4, Is your happiness bound up in the creature?
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No: for all is vanity and vexation of spirit, Eccl. i.
14. Will the riches of the world make you happy?
No: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance
of the things which he possesseth, Luke xii. 15.
Will the praise and applause of men make you
happy? No: for it is vain-glory, Gal. v. 26. Will
sport and pleasure make you happy? No: for the
wise man said of laughter, It is mad, and of mirth,
What doth it?2 Eccl. ii. 2. Can the gain of the world
make you happy? No: for what is a man profited, if
he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?
Matt. xvi. 26.

5. Is God then your chief end? Yes: for of him,
and through him, and to him, are all things, Rom. xi.
36. Were you made for him? Yes: this people
have Iformed for myself, Isa. xliii.21. Were you re-
deemed for him? Yes: ye are not your own, for ye
are bought with a price, 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20.

6. Is it your chief business to glorifyGod? Yes:
we must glorify God in our body and in our spirit,
which are God’s, 1 Cor. vi. 20. Must this be ulti-
mately designed in a}l our actions? Yes: doall to
the glory of God, 1 Cor. x.31. Is God glorified by
our praises? Yes: he that offers praise, glorifies
me, Ps. 1. 23, And is he glorified by our works ?
Yes: herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit, John xv. 8.

7. Is God your chief good? Yes: for happy is
the people whose God is the Lord, Ps. cxliv. 15.
Does all good come from him? Yes: for with him
is the fountain of life, Ps. xxxvi. 9. And is all good
enjoyed in him? Yes: the Lord is the portion of
my inheritance, and of my cup, Ps. xvi. 5.

8. Is it your chief happiness then to have God’s
favour? Yes: for in his favour is life, Ps. xxx. 5.
Is that the most desirable good ? Yes : for his lov-
ing-kindness is better than life, Ps. Ixiii. 3. Do you
desire it above any good? Yes: Lord, lift thou up
the light of thy countenance upon us, Ps. iv. 6, 7.
And should you give all diligence to make it sure ?
Yes: herein we labour, that whether present or ab-
sent, we may be accepted of the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 9.

9. Is communion with God in grace here the best
pleasure? Yes: it is good for me to draw near to
God, Ps. Ixxiii. 28. Is the vision and fraition of
God in glory hereafter the best portion? Yes: for
in his presence there is fulness of joy, Ps. xvi. 11.
‘Will you therefore set your heart upon this chief
good? Yes: Lord, whom have I in heaven but thee?
and there is none upon earth that I desire besides
thee ; when my flesh and my heart fail, God is the
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever, Ps.
Ixxiii. 25, 26.

Q. 2. What rule has God given to direct us how we
may glorify and enjoy him ?

A. The word of God (which is contained in the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament) is the
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only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy
him.

" 1. Do we need a rale to direct us to our chief end?
Yes: for we all like sheep have gone astray, Isa.
liii. 6. Could we not find it out of ourselves? No:
for man is born like the wild ass’s colt, Job xi. 12.

2. Is divine revelation necessary to religion ? Yes:
for faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God, Rom. x. 17. Is not the light of nature suffi-
cient without it? No: for the world by wisdom
knew not God, 1 Cor. i. 21. Has God therefore
given us a revelation? Yes: he hath showed thee,
O man, what is good, Mic. vi. 3. Was there reve-
lation from the beginning? Yes: at sundry times,
and in divers manners, God spake unto the fathers,
Heb. i. 1.

3. Are the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ment the word of God, and a divine revelation ?
Yes: for all Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, 2 Tim. iii. 16. Were they indited by the blessed
Spirit? Yes: for holy men of God spake as thev
were moved by the Holy Ghost, 2 Pet. i. 21. Were
they confirmed by miracles? Yes: God also bear-
ing them witness both with signs and wonders,
Heb. ii. 4. Do they recommend themselves ? Yes:
for the word of God is quick and powerfal, Heb. iv.
12. Is not the Bible then a cheat put upon the
world? No: for these arenot the words of him that
hath a devil, John x. 21.

4. Was the book of the Scripture written for our
use? Yes: whatsoever things were written afore-
time, were written for our learning, Rom. xv. 4.
And is it of great use? Yes: forit is profitable for:
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, 2 Tim. iii. 16. |

5. Are the Scriptures the great support of our re-
ligion? Yes: for we are built upon the foundation‘
of the apostles and prophets, Eph. ii. 20. Are lheyj
the standing rule of our faith and practice? Yes:
we must have recourse to the law and to the testi~
mony, Isa. viii. 20. Are they the onlyrule? Yes:
for other foundation can no man lay, 1 Cor. iii. 11
Are they our guide? Yes: for the commandme
is a lamp, and the law is light, Prov. vi. 23. 1
they show us the way to heaven and happiness
Yes: for in them we think we have etemal life, a
they are they which testify of Christ, John v. 39.

6. Are the Scriptures our oracle which we m
consult? Yes: What iswritten in the law, how rea
est thou? Luke x. 26. Are they our touchsto
which we musttry by ? Yes: if they speak not a
cording to this word, it is because there is no lig
in them, Isa. viii. 20. Are they the weapons of o
spiritual warfare? Yes: Get thee hence, Satan, f
it is written, Matt. iv. 10. Eph. vi. 17,

7. Is the written word a sufficient rule? Yes: fi
the law of the Lord is perfect, Ps. xix. 7. Is it plaiq

|
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Yes: for the word is nigh thee, Rom. x. 8. Is the
charch’s authority the rule of our faith? No: for
our faith should not stand in the wisdom of men,
1Cor.ii. 5. May we depend upon unwritten tradi-
tions? No: for we must refuse profane and old
wives’ fables, 1 Tim. iv. 7.

8. Will the written word be the rule of our judg-
ment hereafter? Yes: for we must be judged by
the law of liberty, Jam. ii. 12. Ought we therefore
tobe ruled by it now? Yes: as many as walk ac-
cording to this rule, peace shall be on them, Gal. vi.
16. And to be comforted by it? Yes: for through
patience and comfort of the Scriptures wehave hope,
Rom. xv. 4.

9. Are the Scriptares to be translated into vulgar
tongues? Yes: for we should hear them speak in
our tongues the wonderful works of God, Actsiii. 11.
And must we study them? Yes: Search the Scrip-
tures, John v. 39. And labour to understand them ?
Yes: Understandest thou what thou readest? Acts
viii. 30. And must we rest satisfied with this reve-
lation of God’s will? Yes: for if we believe not
Moses and the prophets, neither would we be per-
suaded though one rose from the dead, Luke xvi.
3. Is it a great affront to God to neglect his word?
Yes: I have written unto them the great things of
my law, but they were counted as a strange thing,
Hos. viii. 12.

10. Must little children get the knowledge of the
Scripture ? Yes: Timothy is commended for this,
that from a child be knew the Holy Scriptures,
2 Tim. iii. 15. And must their parents instruct
them therein? Yes: they must teach them diligently
unto their children, and talk of them, Deut. vi. 7.

11, Must we all love the word of God? Yes: O
how love I thy law! And must we meditate therein?
Yes: It is my meditation all the day, Ps. cxix. 97.
And will this be to our own advantage? Yes: for it
is able to make us wise to salvation, 2 Tim. iii. 15.

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach ?

A. The Scriptures principally teach, what man
is to believe concerning God, and what duty God
requires of man.

L. Is it necessary that we have a faith concerning
God? Yes: for he that comes to God must believe
that he is, and that he is the rewarder of them that
diligently seek him, Heb. xi. 6. Can we have that
faith without being taught? No: for how shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard ? Rom.
X 14. And have they not heard? Yes: verily their
sound went into all the earth, and their words to the
ends of the world, Rom. x. 18. .

2. Isnot the knowledge of God & great privilege?
Yes: for this is life eternal, to know thee the only
truec God, John xvii. 3. Is it not the best knowledge ?
Yes: for the knowledge of the Holy is understand-
ing, Prov. ix. 10. Dges ;he Scripture teach us that
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knowledge? Yes: forif we receive those words, and
hide those commandments with us, then shall we
understand the fear of the Lord, and find the know-
ledge of God, Prov. ii. 1, 5.

3. Do not the works of creation prove that there
isaGod? Yes: for we understand by the things
that are made his eternal power and godhead, Rom.
i. 20. And do not the works of providence prove it?
Yes: for verily there is a God that judgeth in the
earth, Ps. lviii. 11. But do not the Scriptures
tell us best what God is? Yes: for no man hath
seen God at any time, the only-begotten Son, which
is in the bosom of the Father, he bath declared him,
John i, 18.

4. Are we all concerned to get the knowledge of
God? Yes: we should all know him, from the
least even to the greatest, Heb. viii. 11. Must chil-
dren get that knowledge? Yes: I write unto you
little children because you have known the Father,
1 John ii. 13. And must we all grow in that know-
ledge? Yes: we must follow on to know the Lord,
Hos. vi. 3.

5. Are we to believe what the Scripture reveals
concerning God? Yes: for these things are written
that we may believe, John xx. 31. And must we
believe all that the Scripture reveals? Yes: Believ-
ing all things which are written in the law and the
prophets, Acts xxiv. 14. Must we believe that
which is not revealed? No: for the things of God
knows no man, but the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. ii. 11.

6. Does God require duty of man? Yes: forunto
man he said, Behold the fear of the Lord, that is
wisdom ; and to depart fromevil, that is understand-
ing, Job xxviii. 28. Is it enough to believe the
truth revealed, if we do not the duty that is required ?
No: for faith without works is dead, James ii. 26. Is
it enough to do the duty required, though we do not
believe the truth revealed? No: for he that believ-
eth not God, hath made him a liar, 1 John v. 10.

7. Does the Scripture teach us what duty God re-
quires? Yes: He has showed thee what the Lord
thy God requires of thee, Mic. vi. 8. And must we
do the duty that the Scripture teaches? Yes: we
must observe to do according to all that is written
therein, and not turn from it to the right hand, or
to the left, Josh. i. 7. Moust this obedience always
accompany faith? Yes: for they which have be-
lieved in God must be careful to maintain good
works, Tit. iii. 8.

Q. 4. What is God?

A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchange-
able in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice,
goodness, and truth.

1. Is God a Spirit? Yes: for Christ himself has
said, God is a Spirit, John iv. 24. Is he a pure
Spirit? Yes: for God is light, and with him is no
darkness at all, 1 John i. 5. Has he a body as we



have! No: Hast thou eyes of flesh ? orseest thou
as a man seeth? Job x.4. Can he be seen with
bodily eyes? No: for he is one whom no man
hath seen, or can see, 1 Tim. vi. 16. Are not the
angels spirits? Yes: he maketh his angels spirits,
Ps. civ.4. Are not the souls of men spirits? Yes:
for he formeth the spirit of man within him, Zech.
xii. 1. But is God a Spirit like unto them? No:
for he is the Father of spirits, Heb. xii. 9.

2. IsGod infinite? Yes: for we cannot by search-
ing find out God, Job xi. 7. Is he contained in any
place? No: for the heaven of heavens cannot con-
tain him, 1 Kings viii. 27. Is he every where pre-
sent? Yes: for whither can we go from his Spirit,
or flee from his presence? Ps. cxxxix. 7. Can any
hide himself in secret places that God shall not see
him? No: for do not I fill heaven and earth, saith
the Lord, Jer. xxiii. 24.

3. Is God eternal? Yes: from everlasting to ever-
lasting, thou art God, Ps. xc. 2. Had he beginning
of days? No: for he is the Ancient of days, Dan.
vii. 9. Shall there be any end of his life? No:
for he is the same, and his years have no end, Ps.
cii. 27. Is there with him any succession of time?
No: for his days are not as the days of man, Job x.
5. Can he die? No: he is the only potentate, that
hath immortality, 1 Tim. vi. 16.

4. Is God unchangeable? Yes: for he is the Fa-
ther of lights, with whom is no variableness, nor
shadow of turning, Jam. i. 17. Is there any decay
of his perfections? No: for he fainteth not, neither
is weary, Isa. xI. 28. Is there any altcration in his
counsels ?
repent, 1 Sam. xv. 29. Is it well for us that he is
unchangeable? Yes: I am the Lord, I change not,
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed, Mal.
iii. 6.

5. Is God infinite in his being? Yes: for he has
said, I AM THAT I AM, Exod. iii. 14. Is he self-
existent? Yes: for the Father hath life in himself,
John v. 28. Is he the best of beings? Yes: for who
is a God like unto him? Exod. xv. 11. Is he the
first of causes? Yes: for he is the Father, of whom
are all things, and we in him, 1 Cor. viii. 6. Is he
the highest of powers? Yes: for he is King of
kings, and Lord of lords, 1 Tim. vi. 15.

6. Is he a God of perfect knowledge? Yes: for
his understanding is infinite, Ps. cxlvii. 5. Can
any thing be hid from him? No: for all things are
naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom
we have to do, Heb. iv. 13. Does he know things
to come? Yes: for he declareth the end from the
beginning, Isa. xlvi. 10. Does he know our hearts?
Yes: for he understandeth our thoughts afar off,
Ps. exxxix. 2. Does he know all our actions?
Yes: for his eyes are upon the ways of man, Job
xxxiv. 21,

7. Is God infinitely wise? Yes: for wisdom and

No: for heis not a man that he should"
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might are his, Dan. ii. 20. Are all his works wisely
done? Yes: in wisdom he hath made them all, Ps.
civ. 24. And particularly the work of redemption?
Yes: for it is the wisdom of God in a mystery,
1 Cor. ii. 7. Can the wisdom of God’s counsels be
fathomed? No: O the depth of the riches of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! Rom. xi. 33.

8. Ishe a God of power? Yes: God bath spoken
once, twice have I heard this, that power belongeth
unto God, Ps. Ixii. 11. Is he Almighty? Yes: he
is the Lord God Almighty, Rev. xv. 3. Is his power
irresistible? Yes: for none can stay his hand, Dan.
iv. 35. 1Is his sovereignty incontestable? Yes: for
he giveth not account of any of his matters, Job
xxxiii. 13. Is any thing too bard for him? No:
for with God all things are possible, Matt. xix.
26.

9. Is he a God of perfect holiness? Yes: for holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts, Isa. vi. 3. Is there
iniquity with God? No: he is of purer eyes than
to behold iniquity, Heb. i. 13. 1Is this his glory?
Yes: for he is glorious in holiness, Exod. xv. 11.
And must we give him the glory of it? Yes: give
thanks at the remembrance of his holiness, Ps. xxx.
4. And must we study herein to resemble him?
Yes: Be ye holy, for I am holy, 1 Pet. i. 16.

10. Is he a just and righteous Governor? Yes:
the Lord is righteous in all his ways, Ps. cxlv. 17.
Did he ever do wrong to any of his creatures? No:
there is no unrighteousness in him, Ps. xcii. 15.
And does justice please him? Yes: the righteous
Lord loveth righteousness, Ps. xi. 7.

11. Is he a merciful God? Yes: he is the Lord,
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, Exod. xxxiv.
6. And a good God? Yes: thou art good, and
dost good, Ps. cxix. 68. Is he universally good?
Yes: for he is good to all, and his tender mercies
are over all his works, Ps. cxlv. 9, Is he in a
special manner good to his own people? Yes: for
truly God is good to Israel, Ps. Ixxiii. 1. And
should we acquaint ourselves with his goodness?
Yes: O taste, and see that the Lord is good, Ps.
xxxiv. 8.

12. Is he a God of truth? Yes: the truth of the
Lord endaures for ever, Ps. cxvii. 2. Will he per-
form all his promises? Yes: for he is faithful that
hath promised, Heb. x. 23. Is there any danger of
his deceiving us? No: it is impossible for God to
lie, Heb. vi. 18.

13. Is this a complete description of God? No:
for, lo, these are but parts of his ways; and how
little a portion is heard of him! Job xxvi. 14.
Must we therefore always speak of God with reve-
rence? Yes: for behold God is great, and we know
him not, Job xxxvi. 26. And must we pray to him
to teach us what we shall say? Yes: for we can-
not order our speech by reason of darkness, Job
xxxvii. 19.
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Q. 5. Are there more gods than one.
A. There is but one only, the living and true God.

1. Are there many gods? No: for though there
be that are called gods, yet there is but one God,
1 Cor. viii. 5, 6. Can there be butone? No: for
he bas said, I am God, and there is none else; Iam
God, and there is none like me, Isa. xlvi. 9. Are
you sure there is but one? Yes: for the Lord our
God is one Lord, and there is none other but he,
Mark xii. 29, 32.

2. Is the God whom we serve that one God?
Yes: for Jehovah he is God, Jehovah he is God,
1Kings xviii. 39. Is he infinitely above all pre-
tenders? Yes: for he is a great King above all
gods, Ps. xcv. 3. Ishe God alone? Yes: O Lord
of hosts, God of Israel, thou art the God, even thou
alone, Isa. xxxvii. 16. Are all other gods false
gods? Yes: for all the gods of the nations are
idols, but the Lord made the heavens, Ps. xcvi. 5.

3. Is our God the true God? Yes: the Lord heis
the true God, Jer. x. 10. 1s he the only true God?
Yes: this is life eternal, to know the only true God,
John xvii. 3. Is he the living God? Yes: the
living God, and an everlasting King, Jer. x. 10. Is
be the Sovereign Lord? Yes: for he is God over
all, blessed for evermore, Rom. ix. 5. Is this one
God enough? Yes: for he is God All-sufficient,
Gen. xvii. 1.

4 Is the Lord Jehovah the maker of all things?
Yes: heis the everlasting God, even the Lord, the
Creator of the ends of the earth, Isa. x1. 28. Is he
your Maker? Yes: he is the Lord our Maker, Ps.
xcv. 6. Is he the owner of all things? Yes; for
ke is the most high God, possessor of heaven and
earth, Gen. xiv. 19. Is he your rightful owner?
Yes: we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep
of his hand, Ps. xcv. 7. Is he the ruler of all things?
Yes: for his kingdom ruleth over all, Ps. ciii. 19.
Is be your ruler? Yes: O Lord, truly I am thy
servant, I am thy servant, Ps. cxvi. 16. 1Is he the
benefactor of all the creatures? Yes: for he giveth
to all life, and breath, and all things, Acts xvii. 25.
Is he your benefactor? Yes: for he daily loadeth

ws with his benefits, Ps. Ixviii. 19. Shall he there- |

lore be yours by your own consent? Yes: O God,
thon art my God, Ps. Ixiii. 1.

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead ?

A. There are three persons in the Godhead ; the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these
three are one God ; the same in substance, equal in
power and glory.

L Are there three gods? No: for the Lord is
one, and his name one, Zech. xiv. 9. Is there more
than one person in the Godhead? Yes: for God
said, Let us make man, Gen. i. 26. Are there dis-
tinct persons in the Godhead? Yes: for he who
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is the brightness of his Father’s glory, is the express
image of his person, Heb. i. 3. Are there three
persons in the Godhead? Yes: for there are three
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Ghost, 1 John v. 7.

2. Isthe Father God? Yes: forthere is one God
and Father of all, Eph. iv. 6. 1s Jesus Christ the
Word? Yes: his name is called the Word of God,
Rev. xix. 13. Is the Word God? Yes: for in the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God, Johni. 1. Is the Holy
Ghost a divine person? Yes: for the Spirit search-
eth all things, 1 Cor. ii. 10.

3. Is it the personal property of the Father to be-
get the Son? Yes: Thou art my Son, this day have
I begotten thee, Ps. ii. 7. Is it the personal pro-
perty of the Son to be begotten of the Father? Yes:
for he is the only-begotten of the Father, John i. 14.
Is it the personal property of the Holy Ghost to
proceed from the Father and the Son? Yes: for
Christ says, I will send you the Comforter, even the
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father,
John xv. 26.

4. Are these three one God? Yes: for it is said
expressly, these three are one, 1 John v. 7. Are
they the same in substance, and equal in power and
glory? Yes: for Christ says, I and my Father are
one, John x. 30. Can this doctrine be measured by
reason? No: for flesh and blood hath not revealed
it to us, Matt. xvi. 17. But ought we to believe it ?
Yes: for we are baptized in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Matt.
xxviii. 19. and we are blessed with the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Ghost, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. And
ought we to improve it? Yes: that we all may be
one, as the Father is in Christ, and he in the Father,
that we also may be one in them, John xvii. 21.

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God ?

A. The decrees of God are his eternal purposes,
according to the counsel of his own will : whereby
for his own glory he hath fore-ordained whatever
comes to pass.

1. Does God dispose of all things that come to
pass? Yes: My times are in thy hand, Ps, xxxi.
156. Does he do it according to his own will: Yes:
for he hath done whatsoever he pleased, Ps, cxv.
2. Can any control his will? No: for he doth
according (o his will in the armies of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth, Dan. iv. 35.
Has he determined before what he will do? Yes:
for known unto God are all his works, from the
beginning of the world, Acts xv. 18.

2. Is there a counsel then in all the will of God ?
Yes: for he worketh all things after the counsel of
his own will, Eph, i. 11, Is it an eternal counsel ?
Yes: for it was ordained before the world, 1 Cor.
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ii. 7. Isitfrec : Yes: Even soFather, forsoitseemed
good in thy sight, Matt. xi. 26. Is it unchangeable?
Yes: the counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, Ps.
xxxiii. 11. Is it for his own glory? Yes: that we
should be to the praise of his glory, Eph. i. 12.

Were all the events of time ordained from eter-
nity? Yes: He performeth the thing thatis appointed
for me, Job xxiii. 14. Does any thing come to
pass by chance? No: for the lot is castinto the lap;
but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord, Prov.
xvi. 33. Does every thing come to pass as God
has ordained it? Yes: for there are many devices
in a man’s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the
Lord, that shall stand, Prov. xix. 21.

4. Can we search out God’s counsels? No: for
his judgments are a great deep, Ps. xxxvi.6. Ought
we not therefore to acquiesce in them? Yes: Here
am I, let him do to me as seemeth good unto him, 2
Sam. xv.26. May we question God’s proceedings ?
No: for his thoughts are above our thoughts, Isa.
Iv. 9.

Q. 8. How does God execute his decrees?
A. God executes his decrees in the works of
creation and providence.

1. Shall all God’s decrees be executed? Yes:
for the Lord of hosts hath sworn, surely as I have
thought, so shall it come to pass, Isa. xiv. 24. Can
any of them be defeated? No: forthe Lord of hosts
hath purposed, and who shall disannul it ? Isa. xiv.
27. Did God exccute his decree in the work of
creation? Yes: he hath created all things, and for
his pleasure they are and were created, Rev. iv. 11.
And does he execute his decrees in the works of
Providence? Yes: for out of the mouth of the Most
High both evil and good proceed, Lam. iii. 38.

2. Did God begin to work in the creation of the
world? Yes: Thou, Lord, in the beginning didst lay
the foundations of the earth, Heb. i. 10. Is he still
working? Yes: for Christ says, My Father work-
eth hitherto, and I work, John v. 17. Are all his
works copied out of his counsels? Yes: for they
are what his hand and his counsel determine be-
fore to be done, Acts iv. 28.

3. Are God’s works many? Yes: O Lord, how
manifold are thy works! Ps. civ. 24. Are they
great? Yes: his work is honourable and glorious,
Ps. cxi. 3. Are they perfect in their kind? Yes:
God is the Rock, his work is perfect, Deut. xxxii. 4.
Can they be amended? No: whatsoever God doth,
nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from
it, Eccl. iii. 14. Ought they to be studied? Yes:
They are sought out of all them that have pleasure
therein, Ps. cxi. 2. Isita great sin to neglect them ?
Yes: because they regard not the work of the Lord,
neither consider the operation of his hands, he shall
destroy them, and not build them up, Ps. xxviii. 5.

4. Canall God’s works be thoroughly discovered ?
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Noe for no man can find out the work that God
makes from the beginning to the end, Eccl. iii. 11.
Can his designs in them be accounted for? No:
for his way is in the sea, and his path in the great
waters, Ps. lxxvii. 19. But is he glorified in them ?
Yes: all his works do praise him, Ps. cxlv. 10.

.Q. 9. What is the work of creation?

A. The work of creation is God’s making all
things of nothing, by the word of his power, in the
space of six days, and all very good.

1. Did God create the world? Yes: in the be-
ginning God created the heavens and the earth, Gen.
i. 1. Did he create every thing inthe world ? Yes:
for without him was not any thing made that was
made, John i. 3. John xii. 7—9. Did he create the
world by his word? Yes: for through faith we un-
derstand that the worlds were framed by the word
of God, Heb. xi. 3. Did all things come into being
by that word? Yes: for by the word of God the
heavens were of old, 2 Pet. iii. 5. And are they
thereby preserved in being? Yes: by the same
word they are kept in store, v. 7. Did God find any
difficulty in making the world? No: for he spake
and it was done; he said, Let there be light, and
there was light, Ps. xxxiii. 9. Gen. i. 3. Did he
need assistance in it? No: for he stretcheth forth
the heavens alone, and spreadeth abroad the earth
by himself, Isa. xliv. 24.

2. Did he make all out of nothing? Yes: for the
things which are seen were not made of the things
which do appear, Heb. xi. 13. Did he bring light
out of darkness? Yes: for God commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, 2 Cor. iv. 6. And
order out of confusion? Yes: for the earth was
without form and void, Gen. i. 2. Did he make all
in six days? Yes: for in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, Exod. xx. 11. Did God make all
well? Yes: God saw every thing that he had
made, and behold it was very good, Gen. i. 31.
Did he make all firm? Yes: he-hath made a de-
cree which shall not pass, Ps. cxlviii. 6. And all
for himself? Yes: the Lord has made all things
for himself, Prov. xvi. 4.

3. Did God make all things by Jesus Christ?
Yes: for by him also he made the worlds, Heb. i. 2.
and created all things by Jesus Christ, Eph. iii. 9.
Col. i. 16. John i. iii. Did God manifest his own
perfections in the work of creation? Yes: for the
heavens declare the glory of God, Ps. xix. 1. Must
we give him the glory of thiswork ? Yes: we must
worship bim that made the heaven and the earth,
Rev. xiv. 7. Must we give him thanks for his crea-
tares? Yes: every creature of God is good, and to
be received with thanksgiving, 1 Tim. iv. 4. May
we be encouraged by the work of creation to trust in
God? Yes: My help cometh from the Lord which
made heaven and earth, Ps. cxxi. 2.
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4. Did God create the augels? Yes: He maketh
bis angels spirits, Heb. i. 7. Are they attendants
upon him? Yes: thousand thousands minister
unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand
stand before him, Dan. vii. 10. Are they employed
for the good of the saints? -Yes: they are sent
forth to minister for them which shall be heirs of
salvation, Heb. i. 14. Have true believers commu-
pion with them in faith, hope, and love? Yes: for
we are come to an innumerable company of angels,
Heb. xii. 22.

5. Did all the angels continue in their integrity ?
No: There were angels that left their first state,
Jude 8. Is it probable that they who fell, fell by
pride? Yes: for they that are lifted up with pride,
fall into the condemnation of the devil, 1 Tim. iji.
6. Were they punished for their sin? Yes: God
spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them
down to hell, 2 Pet. ii. 4.

Q. 10. How did God create man?

A. God created man male and female, after his
image, in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness,
with dominion over the creatures.

1. Is man God’s creatare? Yes: for we are also
his offspring, Acts xvii. 28, Were our first parents
the work of his hands? Yes: male and female
created he them, and called their name Adam, Gen.
v.2. Was man made with a consultation? Yes:
for God said, Let us make man, Gen. i.26. Do all
the children of men descend from Adam and Eve?
Yes: for God has made of one blood all natlons of
men, Acts xvii, 26.

2. Was man’s body at first made out of the eardn ?
Yes: God made man of the dust of the ground, Gen.
ii.7. And are our bodies of the earth earthy? Yes:
for I also am formed out of the clay, Job xxxiii. 6.
Bat are they not curiously wrought? Yes: forIam
fearfully and wonderfully made, Ps. cxxxix. 14.
Is God the former of our bodies? Yes: Thou hast
clothed me with skin and flesh, and fenced me with
bones and sinews, Job x. 11. Is he the author of
our senses ? Yes: the hearing ear, and seeing eye,
the Lord has made, even both of them, Prov. xx, 12.

3. Is God the Father of our spirits? Yes: for he
breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of life, Gen.
ii.7. Has God given each of us a soul? Yes: The
Lord liveth that made us this soul, Jer. xxxviii. 16,
Is it a rational soul? Yes: for the spirit of a man
is the candie of the Lord, Prov. xx. 27. Is itim-
mortal? Yes: for the spirit of a man goes upward,
Eeel, iii. 21. Does it die with the body? No: for
when the dust returns to the earth as it was, the
Spirit retarns to God who gave it, Eccl. xii. 7. Is
God then the Sovereign of the heart? Yes: for he
has said, Behold, all souls are mine, Ezek. xviii. 4.
Must we therefore commit our souls to him? Yes:
Into thine hand I commit my spirit, Ps. xxxi. 5.
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4. Was man made after God’s image? Yes:
God created man in his own image, Gen. i. 27. Did
that image consist in knowledge? Yes: for we are
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that
created us, Col. iii. 10. Did it consist in righteous-
ness and true holiness ? Yes: for the new man after
God is created in righteousness and traue holiness,
Eph. iv. 24. Was there in man at first a perfect
purity and freedom from sin? Yes: Thou wast per-
fect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created,
Ezek. xxviii. 15. compare xvi. 13. Was there in
him a perfect rectitude and disposition to good ?
Yes: for God made man upright, Eccl. vii. 29. Are
there some remains of God’s image still upon man?
Yes: for men are made after the similitude of God,
Jam. iii. 9. Was man made with a dominion over
the creatares? Yes: for thou hast put all things
under his feet, Ps. viii. 6. Have we not reason to
admire God’s favour to man? Yes: Lord, what is
man, that thou art mindful of him? Ps. cxliv.3.

Q. 11. WRat are God’s works of providence?

A. God’s works of providence are his most holy,
wise, and powerful preserving and governing all his
creatures, and all their actions.

1. When God had made the world, did he leave
it to itself? No: for he upholdeth all things by the
word of his power, Heb. i. 3. Does he see to the whole
creation? Yes: for the eyes of the Lord are in every
place, Prov. xv. 3. Does he condescend to take
notice of his crcatures? Yes: he humbleth him-
self to behold the things that are in heaven and in
the earth, Ps. oxiii. 6. Is any thing at a distance
from him? No: for he is not far from every one of
us, Acts xvii. 27. Does he look on as one uncon-
cerned? No: for his eyes behold, and his eyelids
try, the children of men, Ps. xi. 4.

2. Does God look after the world of angels? Yes:
for he maketh peace in his high places, Job xxv. 2
Does he look after this lower world? Yes: for the
eyes of all wait upon him, Ps. oxlv. 15. Does he
take care of the fowls? Yes: our heavenly Father
feedeth them, Matt, vi. 26. What! even the spar-
rows? Yes: not one of them shall fall to the ground
without our Father, Matt. x. 20. What! and the
ravens? Yes: he feeds the young ravens which
cry, Ps, cxlvii. 9. Is he the Protector and Bene-
factor of all the creatures? Yes: Thou preservest
them all, Neh. ix.6. Is he man’s Protector and
Benefactor? Yes: for in him we live, and move,
and have our being, Acts xvii. 28. Do we depend
upon God for the support of our life? Yes: for he
holdeth our soul in life, Ps. Ixvi.9. And for the com-
forts of life? Yes: for he giveth us rain from
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with
food and gladness, Acts xiv. 17. And do we depend
upon him for the safety of our life? Yes: he keep-
eth all our bones, Ps. xxxiv. 20. And for the con-
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tinuance of life? Yes: for he is thy lifé, and the
length of thy days, Deut. xxx. 20.

3. Does God govern all things? Yes: his king-
dom raleth over all, Ps. ciii. 19. Does he govern
the holy angels? Yes: for they do his command-
ments, Ps. ciii. 20. Does he govern the heavenly
bodies? Yes: thc stars in their courses fought
against Sisera, Judg. v. 20. Does he govern the
power of the air? Yes: stormy winds fulfil his word,
Ps. cxlviii. 8. Does he order what weather it shall
be? Yes: for he saith to the snow, Be thou upon
the earth, Job xxxvii. 6. And does he govern the
inferior creatures? Yes: he spake, and locusts came,
Ps.cv. 34. Can he command them? Yes: I have
commanded the ravens to feed thee, 1 Kings xvii. 4.
Can he control them? Yes: he shut the lions’
mouths, Dan. vi. 22. Has he a sovereign dominion
over the whole creation? Yes: for the Lord of
hosts is his name, Isa. xlvii. 4.

4. Does God govern the children of men? Yes:
the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, Dan.
iv. 32. Does he govern kings? Yes: for the king’s
heart is in the hand of the Lord,Prov. xxi. 1. And
does he govern kingdoms ? Yes: for he is the Go-
vernor among the nations, Ps. xxii. 28. And fami-
lies too? Yes: for except the Lord build the house,
they labour in vain that build it, Ps. exxvii. 1.
Does he govern great men? Yes: for God is the
Jjudge, he puts down one, and sets up another, Ps.
Ixxv. 6,7. And mean men too? Yes: for every
man’s judgment proceedeth from the Lord, Prov.
xxix.26. Can man make his own fortune? No:
for the way of man is not in himself, neither is it in
man that walketh, to direct his steps, Jer. x. 23.
When man purposes, does God dispose? Yes: a
man’s heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth
his steps, Prov. xvi.9. Do all comforts and crosses
come from God’s hand? Yes: for he has said, I
make peace, and create evil ; I the Lord do all these
things, Isa’ xlv. 7. Does God’s providence extend
itself to the smallest things? Yes: The very hairs of
your head are all numbered, Matt. x. 30.

5. Is God’s government holy? Yes: he is holy
in all his works, Ps. cxlv. 17. Isitwise? Yes: he
is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working,
Ysa. xxviii. 29, Is it powerful ? Yes: for when
he giveth quietness, who then oan make trouble,
Job xxxiv. 20. Is it rightful? Yes: God is greater
than man, Job xxxiil. 12. Is it just? Yes: for
shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? Gen.
xviii. 25. Does God sometimes reward and punish
in this life? Yes: the righteous shall be recom-
pensed in the earth, much more the wicked and the
sinner, Prov. xi. 31. But does he always? No:
for all things ¢come alike to all, Eccl. ix. 1, 2.

6. Does God govern the world for the good of his
church? Yes: for Jacob my servant’s sake, and
Israel mine elect, I have called thee by thy name,
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Isa. xlv. 4. Is the government of the world com-
mitted to the Lord Jesus? Yes: for he is head
over all things unto the church, Eph. i. 22. And is
all ordered for God’s glory? Yes: for the Lord
alone shall be exalted, Isa.ii. 11. Isita comfort |
to good men that God governs the world ? Yes: |
The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice, Ps. xevii. 1.
Is it a terror to the wicked? Yes: The Lord reigns,
let the people tremble, Ps. xcix. 1. Ought we to |
give him the praise of it? Yes: Hallelujah, the |
Lord God omnipotent reigns, Rev. xix. 6.

Q. 120 What spetial act of providence did God |
exercise towards man in the estate wherein ke was
created?

A. When God had created man, he entered into
a covenant of life with him, upon condition of per- |
fect obedience, forbidding him to eat of the tree of |
knowledge of good and evil, upon pain of death.

1. Did God make man happy as well as holy ?
Yes: for he put him into the garden of Eden, Gen.
ii. 15. Did he provide comfortably for him? Yes:
for he said, I will make him a help meet for him,
Gen. ii. 18. Did he admit him into communion
with himself? Yes: for he then blessed the seventh
day, and sanctified it, Gen. ii. 3. Was God well
pleased in him? Yes: for his delights were with
the sons of men, Prov. viii. 31.

2. Did God give himalaw? Yes: the Lord God
commanded the man, Gen.ii. 16. Did he give him
a command of trial? Yes: Of the tree of know-
ledge uf ,good and evil thou shalt not eat of it, Gen.
iig17. Did he assure him of happiness, if he obey-
ed? Yes: forof every tree in the garden (even the
tree of life) thou mayest freely eat, Gen.ii. 16. Did
he threaten death upon his disobedience? Yes:
for in the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely
die, Gen. ii. 17.

3. Was this God’s covenant with Adam? Yes:
for we read of those who, like Adam, transgressed
the covenant, Hos. vi. 7. marg. Was, Do this and
live, one branch of that covenant? Yes: for the
man that doeth them, shall live in them, Gal. iii. 12.
‘Was, Fail and die, the other branch of the covenant?
Yes: the soul that sinneth, it shall die, Ezek. xviii.
4. Was this the covenant of innocency? Yes: for
the law was not of faith, Gal. iii. 12. Was there a
mediator of this covenant? No: for it is the better
covenant that is established in the hands of a Medi-
ator, Heb. viii. 6.

Q. 13. Did oxr first parents continue in the state
wherein they were first created ? >

A. Our first parents being left to the freedom of
their own will, fell from the state wherein they were
created, by sinning against God.

1. Is man now in the state wherein he was cre-
ated? No: for God made men upright; but they
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lave sought out many inventions, Eccl. vii. 29. Can
we now say we are perfectly holy? No: If I say I
an perfect, that shall prove me perverse; Job ix. 20.
Can we say we are perfectly happy? No: for man
is born to trouble, Job v. 7. Are we as we were
then? No: man was planted a noble vine, but is
turned into the degenerate plant of a strange vine,
Jer. ii. 21. Did man continue long in his state of
ionocence? No: For man being in honour abideth
not, Ps. xlix. 12.

2. Did God leave man to the freedom of his own
will? Yes: For if thou scornest, thou alone shall
bear it, Prov. ix. 12. Did God draw Adam to sin?
No: for God tempteth no man, James i. 13. 1Is he
any way the Aathor of sin? No: far be it from God
that he should do wickedness, Job xxxiv. 10. Did
he do what was fit to be done to prevent it? Yes:
What could bave been done more to my vineyard ?
Isa.v. 4 Was he obliged to do more? No: for
may he not do what he will with his own? Matt
xx.15. Does all the blame of man’s sin lie upon
himself theh? Yes: O Israel, thou hast destroyed
thyself, Hos. xiii. 9.

3. Did man fall by sinning against God? Yes:
Thou hast fallen by thine iniquity, Hos. xiv. 1.
Was that the beginning of sin in this world? Yes:
for by one man sin entered into the world, Rom.
v. 12,

Q. 14. What is sin?
A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or trans-
gression of, the law of God.

1. Is there a moral difference of good and evil ?
Yes: for we must cease to do evil, and learn to do
well, Isa. i. 16, 17. Is it all alike then what we do ?
No: for God shall bring every work into judgment,
whether it be good, or whether it be evil, Eccl. xii.
M. Is there such a thing as sin in thought? Yes:
for the thought of foolishness is sin, Prov. xxiv. 9.
May sin be committed in word too? Yes: for in
the maltitude of words there wanteth not sin, Prov.
X 19,

2. Does sin suppose a Jaw? Yes: for where there
is no law, there is no transgression, Rom. iv. 15. and
*.13. Is sin the breachof a law? Yes: for sin is
the transgression of the law, 1 Jobhn iii. 4. Is it
God’s law only that can make a thing to be sin?
Yes: For against thee, thee only, have I sinned, Ps.
li.4. 1s every breach of God’s law sin? Yes: for
all unrighteoushens is sin, 1 John v. 17. Are we to
judge of sin by the law? Yes: for by the law is the
kuowledge of sin, Rom. iii. 20. Could we discover
sin without some law? No: For I had not known
sin but by the law, Rom. vii. 7. Is the transgression
of the law of mature sin? Yes: for they that have
hot the written law, show the work of the law written
in their hearts, Rom. ii. 14,15. But does the writ-
n law discover the root of sin? Yes: I had not
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known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not

- covet, Rom. vii. 7.

8. Is ignorance of God sin? Yes: He shall take
vengeance on them that know not God, 2 Thess. i.
8. Is disaffection to God's government sin? Yes:
My people would not hearken tomy voice, and Israel
would none of me, Ps. Ixxxi. 11. Is all disobedi-
ence to God’s law sin? Yes: For the wrath of God
comes upon the children of disobedience, Col. iii. 6.
Is it a sin to omit the good which God has com-
manded? Yes: forto him that knows to do good,
and doth it not, to himitissin, Jam, iv. 17. Isita
sin to do it negligently? Yes: for if thou doest not
well, sin lies at the door, Gen. iv. 7. Is it a sin to
do the evil which God has forbidden? Yes: for he
has said, O do not this abominable thing which I
hate, Jer. xliv. 4. Is the inclination to evil sin?
Yes: for St. Paul speaks of the sin that dwells in
us, Rom. vii. 17.

4. Is sin the worst of evils? Yes: it is an evil
thing, and a bitter, to forsake the Lord, Jer. ii. 19.
Is the sinfulness of it the worst thing in it? Yes:
for sin by the commandment becomes exceeding
sinfal, Rom. vii. 13, Is sin worse than affliction?
Yes: for Moses by faith chose rather to suffer afflic-
tion than to enjoy the pleasures of sin, Heb. xi. 25,
Is it displeasing to God? Yes: God is angry with
the wicked every day, Ps, vii. 11, Is it destructive
to ourselves? Yes: be sure your sin will find you
out, Numb, xxxii. 23.

6. Ought we not therefore to take heed of sin?
Yes: Stand in awe, and sin not, Ps. iv. 4. And of
all appearances of it? Yes: abstain from all ap-
pearances of evil, 1 Thess. v. 22. And all approaches
towards it? Yes: Touch not the unclean thing,
2 Cor.vi. 17. And maust we hate it? Yes: Ye that
love the Lord, hate evil, Ps. xcvii. 10. Must little
children take heed of sin? Yes: My little children,
these things write I unto you, that ye sin not, 1 John
ii. 1. Is it folly to make light of sin? Y&® fools
make a mock at sin, Prov. xiv. 9. Will our observ-
ing the law of God be the best preservative against
sin? Yes: Thy word have I hid in my heart, that
I migbt not sin against thee, Ps. cxix. 11. Will an
eye to God be the best argument against sin? Yes:
How shall I do this great wickedness, and sin against
God, Gen. xxxix. 9.

Q. 15. What was the sin whereby our first parents
JSell from the state wherein they were created?

A. The sin whereby our first parents fell from the
state wherein they were created, was their eating
the forbidden fruit,

1. Did our first parents eat the forbidden fruit?
Yes: Thou hast eaten of the tree of which I com-
manded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it, Gen.
iii. 17. Was their doing so disobedience? Yes:
for it was by one man’s disobedience that many were
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made sinners, Rom. v. 19. Did the woman eat for-
bidden fruit first? Yes: the woman being deceived

was in the transgression, 1 Tim. ii. 14. Did the ser-
pent tempt her to it? Yes: theserpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, 2 Cor. xi. 3. Was that serpent
the devil? Yes: The old serpent is the devil and
Satan, Rev. xx. 2. Did he aim to make man as
miserable as himself? Yes : he was a murderer from
the beginning, John viii. 44.

2. Did the tempter teach them to question the
command? Yes: he said to the woman, Hath God
said ye shall not eat? Gen. iii. 1. Did he promise
them safety in sin? Yes: he said, Ye shall not
surely die, Gen. iii. 4. Did he promise them advan-
tage by the sin? Yes: In the day ye eat thereof
your eyes shall be opened, v. 5. Did he feed them
with high thoughts of themselves? Yes: Ye shall
be as gods, v. 5. Did he suggest to them hard
thoughts of God? Yes: forhe said, God doth know
this, v. 5. Did Eve do well to parley with him?
No: for we should cease to hear the instruction that
causeth to err from the words of knowledge, Prov.
xix. 27.

3. Did the devil prevail in the temptation? Yes:
for she took of the fruit, and did eat, and gave also
to her husband with her, and he did eat, Gen. iii. 6.
Was therc in this sin the lust of the flesh? Yes:
for she saw that the tree was good for food. Was
there in it the lust of the eye? Yes: for she saw
that it was pleasant to the eyes. And the pride of
life? Yes: for she saw it was a tree to be desired
to make one wise. Was unbelief of the word of God
at the bottom of it? Yes: It is the evil heart of
unbelief that departs from the living God, Heb. iii.
12. Was there in it an opposition to the divine law?
Yes: for sin took occasion by the commandment,
Rom. vii. 8, Was disobedience in a small matter a
great provocation? Yes: for rebellion is as the sin
of witchcraft, and stubbornness is iniquity and idol-
atry, 1@hm. xv. 23. If Adam fell thus, have we
any reason to be secure? No: Wherefore let him
that thinks he stands, take heed lest he fall, 1 Cor.
x. 12.

Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first trans-
gression?

A. The covenant being made with Adam, not only
for himself, but for his posterity, all mankind de-
scending from him by ordinary generation, sinned
in him, and fell with him in his first transgression.

1. Are we concerned in our first parents’ disobe-
dience? Yes: for by the offence of one, judgment
came upon all men to condemnation, Rom. v. 18.
Were we in their loins when they ate the forbidden
fruit? Yes: for Adam called his wife’s name Eve,
because she was the mother of all living, Gen. iii.
20. Was Adam a common father? Yes: for he
was to be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
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.earth, Gen. i. 28. Was he a public person?

Yes:
for he was the figure of him that was to come, Rom.
v. 14. Was the covenant made with him, and his
posterity? Yes: for God always established his
covenant with men, and with their seed after them,
Gen. ix. 9.

2. Was Adam’s sin our ruin then? Yes: for
through the offence of one many are dead, Rom. v.
16. Was the honour of human nature thereby stain-
ed? Yes: for Adam begat a son in his own like-
ness, Gen. v. 3. Was the power of the human natare
thereby weakened? Yes: for when we were with-
out strength, Christ died for us, Rom. v.6. Was
the purity of it thereby corrupted? Yes: for in us,
that is, in our flesh, there dwells no good thing,
Rom. vii. 18. Was Adam himself degenerated ?
Yes: for God said to him, Dust thou art, Gen. iii.
19. And are we in like manner degenerated? Yes:
for we have all borne the image of the earthy, 1 Cor.
xv. 49,

3. Is this degemeracy universal? Yes: for all
flesh hath corrupted his way, Gen. vi. 12. Did our
Lord Jesus descend from Adam by ordinary genera-
tion? No: for he is the Lord from heaven, 1 Cor.
xv. 47. Did he then sin in Adam? No: for he is
undefiled, separate from sinners, Heb. vii. 26. Did
all the rest of mankind sinin Adam? Yes: for how
can he be clean that is born of a woman? Job xxv.
4. Aro the ways of the Lord herein equal? Yes:
but our ways are unequal, Ezek. xviii. 29.

Q. 17. Into what state did tke fall bring mankind ?
A. The fall brought mankind into a state of sin
and misery.

1. Is mankind in a state of sin? Yes: for both
Jews and Gentiles are all under sin, Rom. iii. 9. 1Is
a state of sin a sad state? Yes: for they that are
in the flesh cannot please God, Rom. viii. 8. Did
the fall bring us into a state of sin? Yes: for by it
many were made sinners, Rom. v. 19. Does the
world continue in that state? Yes: for the whole
world lies in wickedness, 1 John v. 19. And are
you by nature in that state? Yes: if I justify my-
self, my own mouth shall condemn me, Job ix. 20.

2. Is mankind in a state of misery? Yes: the
misery of man is great upon bim, Eccl. viii. 6. Is sin
the cause of all that misery? Yes: for death entered
by sin, and so death passed upon all men, Rom.
v.12. Is misery the consequence of sin? Yes: for
evil pursues sinners, Prov. xiii. 21. Do all the crea-
tures share in the sad effects of sin? Yes: carsed
is the ground for thy sake, Gen. iii. 17. And could
all this mischief come from thatonesin? Yes: for
how great a matter does a little fire kindle, James
iii. 5, 6.

3. Did the fall bring mankind into a state of apos-
tasy from God? Yes: for they arc all gone aside,
Ps. xiv. 3. Is that a sinful state? Yes: for it is
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great whoredom to depart from the Lord, Hos. i. 2.
Aund is it a miserable state? Yes: Woe unto them,
for they have fled from me, Hos. vii. 13.

4. Did the fall bring mankind into a state of sla-
very to Satan? Yes: for they are taken captive by
bim at his will, 2 Tim. ii. 26. Is that a sinful state?
Yes: for the prince of the power of the air works
in the children of disobedience, Eph. ii. 2. Isita
miserable state? Yes: for the God of this world
bath blinded their minds, 2 Cor. iv. 4. Is it like
the condition of the prodigal son? Yes: for he went
into a far country, wasted his substance, began to
bein want, and was sent into the fields to feed swine,
Lake xv. 13—15.

Q. 18. Wherein consists the sinfulness of that state
wchereinto man fell ?

A. The sinfulness of that state whereinto man fell
consists in the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the want of
original righteousness, and the corruption of his
whole nature, (which is commonly called original
sin,) together with all actual transgressions which
proceed from it.

1. Are we all born under guilt? Yes: for all the
world is guilty before God, Rom. iii. 19. Does the
whole race of mankind stand attainted at God’s bar?
Ycs: for the Scripture hath concluded all under
sin, Gal. iii. 22, Is this according to God’s rule of
judgment? Yes: for he visiteth the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children, Exod. xx. 5. Is not God
wirighteous who thus takes vengeance? No: God
forbid, for then how shall God judge the world,
Rom. iii. 6.

2. Are we all born in sin? Yes: Behold, I was
shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother con-
ceive me, Ps. li. 5. Are we of a sinful brood ? Yes:
for we are a seed of evil-doers, Isa. i. 4. May we
be troly called sinners by nature? Yes: Thou
wast called a transgressor from the womb, Isa.
xlviii. 8.

3. Is there in every one of us by nature the want
of original righteousness ? Yes: there is none right-
eous, no, not one, Rom. iii. 10. Is there in us an
aversion to that which is good? Yes: for the carnal
mind is enmity against God, Rom. viii. 7. Is there
in us a moral impotency to that which is good?
Yes: for the carnal mind is not in subjection to the
law of God, neither indeed can be, Rom. viii. 7.
Can we of ourselves do any thing that is good?
No: for we are not sufficient of ourselves to think
aoy thing as of ourselves, 2 Cor. iii. 5.

4. Is there in us a proneness to that which is evil?
Yes: My people are bent to backsliding from me,
Hos. xi. 7. Are there the snares of sin in our bodies?
Yes: for there is a law in the members warring
against the law of the mind, Rom. vii. 23. And are
there the seeds of sin in our souls? Yes: For when
T would do good, evil is present with me, Rom, vii.
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21. And is the stain of sin upon both? Yes: for
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God,
Rom. iii. 23.

5. Did we all bring sin into the world with us?
Yes: for man is born like the wild ass’s colt, Job
xi. 12. Isitin little children? Yes: for foolishness
is in the heart of a child, Prov. xxii. 15. As reason
improves, does sin grow up with it? Yes: for when
the blade is sprung up, then appear the tares also,
Matt. xiii. 26. Is it not a wonder of mercy then
that we are any of usalive? Yes: it is of the Lord’s
mercies that we are not consumed, Lam. iii. 22.

6. Is the whole nature of man corrupted by the
fall? Yes: The whole head is sick, and the whole
heart is faint, Isa. i. 5. Is the understanding cor-
rupted? Yes: the understanding is darkened, be-
ing alienated from the life of God, Eph. iv. 18. Is
that unapt to admit the rays of divine light? Yes:
for they are spiritually discerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. Is
the will corrupted? Yes: The neck is an iron
sinew, Isa. xlviii. 4. And is that unapt to submit
to the rule of the divine law? Yes: For what is
the Almighty (say they) that we should serve him?
Job xxi. 15. Are the thoughts corrupted? Yes:
for the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his
youth, Gen. viii. 21. Is the fancy full of vanity?
Yes: vain thoughts lodge within us, Jer. iv. 16.
Are the affections corrupted? Yes: It is a carnal
mind, Rom. viii. 7. Is conscience itself corrupted ?
Yes: even the mind and conscience is defiled, Tit.
i. 156. Is the whole soul corrupted? Yes: the
heartis deceitful above all things, Jer. xvii. 9.

7. Is this corruption of the mind sin? Yes: for
it is enmity agianst God, Rom. viii. 7. Have weit
from our original? Yes: for that which is born of
the flesh is flesh, Johniii. 6. Do we derive it through
our parents? Yes: for who can bring a clean thing
out of an unclean? Job xiv. 4. Does it render us
odious to God’s holiness? Yes: for the foolish
shall not stand in his sight, Ps. v. 5. Doesit rcnder
us obnoxious to his justice? Yes: for death reigns
over them that have not sinned after the similitude
of Adam’s transgressions, Rom. v. 14.

8. Does this original corruption produce actual
transgression ? Yes: for a corrupt tree cannot
bring forth good fruit, Matt. vii. 18. Does it pro-
duce it betimes? Yes: for the wicked are estranged
from the womb, they go astray as soon as they are
born, speaking lies, Ps. Iviii. 3. Does it prodauce it
naturally? Yes : as a fountain casteth out her waters,
Jer. vi. 7. Does all sin begin in the heart? Yes:
for when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin,
Jamesi. 15. Ts it not necessary therefore we should
have a new nature? Yes: Marvel not that I said
unto you, Ye must be born again, John iii. 7. Can
we get to heaven without it? No: for flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 1 Cor
xv. 50.
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Q. 19. What is the misery of that estate swhereinto
man fell £ .

A. All mankind by their fall lost communion with
God, are under his wrath and curse, and so made
liable to all the miseries of this life, to death itself,
and to the pains of hell for ever.

1. When our first parents had eaten the forbidden
fruit, did they become as gods? No: they were
like the beasts that perish, Ps. xlix. 12. Did the
devil make his words good then? No: for heis a
liar, and the father of it, John viii. 44. Did not he
put a cheat upon them? Yes: the woman said, the
serpent beguiled me, Gen. iii. 13. Did shame come
in with sin? Yes: for they knew that they were
naked, Gen. iii. 7. Did fear come in with sin?
Yes: for they hid themselves from the presence of
the Lord God among the trecs of the garden, Gen.
iii. 8. Was not that their misery? Yes: for fear
hath torment, 1 John iv. 18.

2. Did they lose communion with God? Yes:
for he drove out the man, Gen, iii. 24. Is fallen
man unworthy of communion with God? Yes: for
what communion has light with darkness? 2 Cor.
ii. 14. Is he unfit for communion with God ? Yes:
for can two walk together except they be agreed?
Amosiii. 3. Could fallen man ever get to heaven
by virtue of the covenant of innocency ? No: for
cherubims and a flaming sword were set to keep
that way to the tree of life, Gen. iii. 24.

8. Is fallen man under God’s wrath? Yes: for
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven, against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, Rom.
i.18. Are weall so by nature? Yes: we are by
nature children of wrath, even as others, Eph. ii. 2.
Are we s0 by reason of sin? Yes: for because of
these things cometh the wrath of God upon the chil-
dren of disobedience, Eph. v. 6. Is there a distance
between God and man by reason of sin? Yes: your
iniquities have separated ‘between you and your
God, Isa. lix. 2. Is there a quarrel between God
and man by reason of sin? Yes: My soul loathed
them, and their soul also it abhorred me, Zech. xi. 8,
Is it not sad to lie under God’s wrath? Yes: for
who knows the power of his anger? Ps. xc. 11.

4. Is fallen man under God’s carse? Yes: for
cursed is every one that continues not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do them,
Gal. iii. 10. Is this curse in force against all wick-
ed people? Yes: the curse of the Lord is in the
house of the wicked, Prov. iii. 33. Has sin brought
a curse upon the world? Yes: Cursed is the ground
for thy sake, Gen. iii. 17.

6. Is mankind by the fall become liable to the
miseries of this life? Yes: In sorrow shalt thou
eat of it all the days of thy life, Gen. iii. 17. Are
we all by nature liable to these miseries? Yes:
for man is born to trouble, Jobv. 7. Is all the
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hurtfulness of the creatures the effect of sin? Yes:
Thomns and thistles shall it bring forth, Gen. iii. 1».
Is the toil of business the effect of sin? Yes: In
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, v. 19. Is
pain and sickness the effectof sin? Yes: There is
not any rest in my bones, because of my sin, Ps.
xxxviii. 3. Are all our crosses the effect of sin?
Yes: our sins have withholden good things from
us, Jer. v. 25. Should we not therefore bear them
patiently? Yes: Wherefore doth a living man
complain, a man for the punishment of his sin?
Lam. iii. 30.

6. Is all mankind by the fall become liable to
death itself? Yes: for so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned, Rom. v. 12. Was a
sentence of death immediately passed upon fallen
man? Yes: Dust thou art, and to dust shalt thou
return, Gen. iii. 19. Do we all deserve death? Yes:
the wages of sin is death, Rom. vi. 23. Is it the
natural consequence of sin? Yes: for sin, when
it is finished, brings forth death, Jam. i. 15. Can
any avoid it? No: What man is he that liveth and
shall not see death? Ps. Ixxxix. 48. Is it deter-
mined? Yes: it is appointed to men once to dic,
Heb. ix. 27. Do you expect it? Yes: I know that
thou wilt bring me to death, Job xxx. 23. Is sin
the sting of death? Yes: the sting of death is sin,
1 Cor. xv. 66. Is the amazing fear of death the
effect of sin? Yes: there are those who through
fear of death are all their life-time subject to bond-
age, Heb. ii. 15. Is the body’s rotting in the grave
the effect of sin? Yes: as drought and heat con-
sume the snow-waters, so doth the grave those which
have sinned, Job xxiv. 19.

7. Is mankind by the fall become liable to the
pains of hell for ever?  Yes: for he that wanders
out of the way of understanding shall remain in the
congregation of the dead, Prov. xxi. 16. Ps. ix. 17,
Can God make a soul for ever miserable? Yes:
for after he hath killed he hath power to cast into
hell, Luke xii. 5. Is there a state of punishment in
the other life? Yes: for we are warned to fiee from
the wrath to come, Matt. iii. 7. Is it the desert of
sin? Yes: for when God renders to every man ac-
cording to his works, he will render indignation and
wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of
man that doeth evil, Rom. ii. 8, 9. Will it be the
portion of impenitent sinners? Yes: Ye generation
of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of
hell, Matt. xxiii. 33.

8. Is hell the wrath of an everlasting God? Yes:
for the breath of the Lord, like a stream of brim-
stone, doth kindle it, Isa. xxx.33. Isit the an-
guish of an immortal soul? Yes: for their worm
dieth not, Mark ix. 44. Is any way of relief open
to them? No: Betwixt us and you there is a gulf
fixed, Luke xvi. 26. Is their punishment therefore
everlasting? Yes: Thesc shall go away into ever-
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fasting punishment, Matt. xxv. 46. Should we not
every one of us dread it? Yes: for it is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the living God, Heb.
x. 31. Isa. xxxiii. 14.

Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to perish in the
state of sin and misery ?

A. God having oat of his mere good pleasure from
all eternity elected some to eternal life, did enter into
a covenant of grace, to deliver them out of a state
of sin and misery, and to bring them into a state of
salvation by a Redeemer.

1. Might not God justly have left all mankind to
perish in their fallen state? Yes: for in his sight
shall no man living be justified, Ps. cxliii. 2. Would
God have been a loser by it, if they had been left to
perish 2 No: for, can a man be profitable to God ?
Job xxii. 2. But did he leave them toperish? No:
for the kindness and love of God our Saviour towards
man appears, Tit. iii. 4. Was the case of fallen
angels helpless and desperate? Yes : for God spared
not them, 2 Pet. ii. 4. But is the case of fallen man
so? No: for he is long-suffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, 2 Pet. iii. 9. Is God’s
patience a token for good? Yes: the long-suffering
of our Lord is salvation, 2 Pet. iii. 15. Does it ap-
pear that God has a good will to man’s salvation ?
Yes: As I live, saith the Lord Ged, I have no plea-
sure in the death of the wicked, but that he turn and
live, Ezek. xxxiij, 11. Is this an encouragement to
us all to hope in his mercy? Yes: for if the Lord
bad been pleased tokill us, he would nothave showed
as such things as these, Judg. xiii. 23.

2. Could man help himself out of his state of sin
and misery? No: for when we were without strength
Christ died for the ungodly, Rom. v. 6. Could any
creatare help us? No: for none of them can by any
means redeem his brother, Ps. xlix. 7. Could God
bimself only help us? Yes: O Israel! thou hast
destroyed thyself, but in me is thy help, Hos. xiii. 9.
Did God contrive a way for man’s recovery? Yes:
he hath devised means that his banished may not be
expelled from him, 2 Sam. xiv. 14. Was it the con-
trivance of infinite wisdom? Yes: it is the wisdom
of God in a mystery, ordained before the world for
oar glory, 1 Cor. ii. 7. Has he provided a way for
our recovery? Yes: I bave found a ransom, Job
xxxiii. 24.

3. Did God particularly design the salvation of a
remnant of mankind? Yes: there is a remnant ac-
eording to the election of grace, Rom. xi. 5. Are
there some whom God has chosen? Yes: God hath
from the beginning chosen you to salvation, through
sanctification of the spirit, 2 Thes, ii. 13. Is there
a certain number of such? Yes: for their names
are in the book of life, Phil. iv. 3. Rev. xiii. 8. Were
they chosen from eternity > Yes: he hath chosen

us in him before the foundation of the world, Eph.
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i. 4, Were they chosen for the sake of any thing in
themselves? No: Ye have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you, John xv. 16. But of his mere good
pleasure? Yes: he hath predestinated us according
to the good pleasure of his will, Eph. i. 5. Were
they chosen to salvation as the end? Yes: God had
appointed us to obtain salvation, 1 Thess. v.9. And
to sanctification as the means? Yes: he has chosen
us that we should be holy, Eph, i. 4. Was it for
the glory of God? Yes: that he might make known
the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, Rom.
ix. 23.

4. Shall the election obtain? Yes: the purpose
of God according to election shall stand, Rom. ix.
11. Does our salvation begin there? Yes: we love
him, because he first loved us, 1 John iv. 19. Are
others passed by? Yes: when the election hath
obtained, the rest are blinded, Rom. xi. 7. Does
God know certainly whom he has chosen? Yes:
the Lord knows them that are his, 2 Tim. ii. 19. Do
we know it? No: for secret things helong not to
us, Deut. xxix. 20. Can we know our own election
otherwise than by our being sanctified? No: we
must make our calling, and so make our election,
sure, 2 Pet. i. 10.

5. Were the elect given to Christ? Yes: Thine
they were, and thou gavest them me, Jobhn xvii. 6.
Did he undertake their salvation? Yes : For this is
the Father’s will, that of all which he hath given me
1 should lose nothing, John vi. 39. Was it promised
him that he should effect it? Yes : He shall see his
seed, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in
his hand, Isa. liii. 10, And was he himself assured
of it? Yes: All that the Father giveth me, shall
come to me, John vi. 37. And does it always prove
so? Yes: As manyas were ordained to eternal life
believed, Acts xiii. 48. And shall any of them mis-
carry? No: for it is said of seducers, they shall
deceive, if it were possible, the very elect, Matt,
xxiv. 4.

6. Has God entered into a new covenant, pursuant
hereto? Yes: for we are not under the law, but
under grace, Rom. vi. 14. Does he insist upon the
terms of the first covenant? No: he hath not dealt
with us after our sins, Ps. ciii. 10. Is he willing to
deal with us upon new terms? Yes: I will make
a new covenant with them, Jer. xxxi. 31. Is he will-
ing to be ours incovenant? Yes: I will be to them
a God, Heb. viii. 10. Will he accept us as his?
Yes: they shall be to me a people. And will he be
at peace with us? Yes : God was in Christ, recon-
ciling the world unto himself, 2 Cor. v. 19.

7. Is this wrought out by a Redeemer? Yes: for
there is not salvation in any other, Acts iv. 12. Was
that Redeemer of God’s own providing ? Yes: God
s0 loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten
Son, John iii. 16. Is the new covenant made with
usin Christ? Yes: for he is the Mediator of the
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better covenant, Heb. viii. 6, Is it a covenant much
for our advantage? Yes: for it is well ordered in
all things and sare, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. Is perfect obe-
dience the condition of it? No: for if by grace,
then it is no more of works, Rom. xi. 6. Is faith
the condition of it? Yes: for by grace ye are
saved through faith, Eph. ii. 8. Is sincerity ac-
ocepted as our gospel perfection? Yes: Walk before
me, and be thou perfect, Gen. xvii. 1. Is that
which is required in the covenant promised in the
covenant? Yes: I will cause you to walk in my
statutes, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. Does every transgression
in the covenant cast us out of the covenant? No:
I will visit their transgression with a rod, but my
loving-kindness will I not utterly take away, Ps.
Ixxxix. 32, 33.

8. Will this covenant deliver us out of a state of
sin and misery ? Yes: Whosoever believes in Christ
shall not perish, John iii. 16. Will it bring us into
a state of salvation? Yes: He that believeth on the
Son bath everlasting life, John iii. 36. And can
we desire any more? No: It is all my salvation,
and all my desire, 2 Sam. xxiii. 6.

9. Was there intimation given to Adam of this
way of salvation by a Redeemer? Yes: for it was
said to him, That the seed of the woman should
break the serpent’s head, Gen. iii. 15. Was it made
known to the Old-Testament saints? Yes: for of
this salvation have the prophets inquired, and
searched diligently, 1 Pet. i. 10. Baut is it brought
to a clearer light in the New Testament? “ Yes: Go
preach the gospel to every creature ; he that believes
shall be saved, and he that believes not shall be
damned, Mark xvi. 15, 16. Is this good news to
fallen man? Yos: Glory be to God in the highest,
on earth peace, good-will towards men, Luke ii. 14.
Does this covenant exclude any that do not exclude
themselves? No: Whosoever will, let him come,
and take of the water of life freely, Rev. xxii. 17.

Q. 21. Wko is the Redeemer of God’s elect?

A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the
Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the eternal Son of
God, became man; and so was, and continues to
be, God and Man, in two distinct natures, and one
person, for ever.

1. Did mankind need a Redeemer? Yes: for
by our iniquities we had sold ourselves, Isa. 1. 1.
Did the elect themselves need a Redeemer? Yes:
for we ourselves also were sometimes disobedient,
Tit. iii. 3. Would there have been a Redeemer if
Adam had not sinned? No: for they that be whole
need not a physician, Matt. ix. 12. Could an angel
have been our Redeemer? No: for his angels he
charged with folly, Job iv. 18.

2. Is Jesus Christ the Redeemer? Yes: thereis
one mediator between God and man, the man Christ
Jesus, 1 Tim. ii. 5. Is he the only Redeemer? Yes:
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for there is no other name under heaven given
among men whereby we must be saved, Acts iv. 12.
Is he a universal Redeemer? Yes: he gave himself
a ransom for all, 1 Tim. ii. 6. Did he die to pur-
chase a general offer? Yes: the Son of man was
lifted up, that whosoever believes in him should not
perish, John iii. 14, 15. Is all the world the better
for Christ’s mediation? Yes: for by him all things
cousist, Col. i. 17. Isit long of Christ then that so
many perish? No: I would have gathered you,
and you would not, Matt. xxiii. 37.

3. Is Christ in a special manner the Redeemer of
God’s elect? Yes: Ilay down my life for the sheep,
John x. 15. 'Was their salvation particalarly de-
signed in Christ’s undertaking? Yes: Thou hast
given him power over all flesh, that he should give
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him, John
xvii. 2. Was their sanctification particularly de-
signed? Yes: For their sakes I sanctify myself,
that they also might be sanctified, John xvii. 19.
Is all mankind redeemed from among devils ? Yes:
for none must say as they did, What have we to de
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God, Matt. viii. 29.
But are the elect redeemed from among men? Yes:
these were redeemed from among men, Rev. xiv. 4.

4. Is the Redeemer LORD ? Yes: every tongue
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, Phil. ii. 11.
Is he Jesus a Saviour? Yes: Thou shalt call his
name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their
sins, Matt. i. 21. Is he Christ ancinted? Yes:
for God, even thy God, hath anointed thee, Heb. i. 9,
Is he Emmanuel? Yes: They shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted, is, God with
us, Matt. i. 23.

5. Is he the Sonof God? Yes: Thou art Christ,
the Son of the living God, Matt. xvi. 16. Is he the
Eternal Son of God? Yes: for he is before all
things, Col. i. 17. Is he God? Yes: unto the Son
he says, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever,
Heb. i. 8. Ishe true God? Yes: His Son Jesu:
Christ is the true God, and eternal life, 1 John v. 20
Is he the most high God? Yes: for Christ is ove;
all, God, blessed for ever, Rom. ix. 6. Is ke équal
with the Father? Yes: for he thought it not rob.
bery to be equal with God, Phil. ii. 6. Is he on¢
with the Father? Yes: I and my Father are one
John x. 30. Is he to be worshipped as God ? Yes
for all men should honour the Son even as they ho
nour the Father, John v. 23. Is he worshipped by
the angels? Yes: Let all the angels of God wor:
ship him, Heb. i. 6. And is there good reason fo
it? Yes: for he is the brightness of his Father:
glory, Heb. i. 3. Was he begotten of his Fathe
before all worlds? Yes: Thou art my Son, this da)
have I begotten thee, Ps.ii. 7. Is he the only-be
gotten Son of God? Yes: We beheld his glory
the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, Johi
i. 14,
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6. Did the Son of God become man? Yes: the
Word was made flesh, 2nd dwelt among us, John i.
xiv. Did he come into this world? Yes: he came
forth from the Father, and came into the world, John
xvi. 28. Did he come in the fittest time? Yes:
when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth
bis Son, Gal. iv. 4. Did he come with a full com-
mission? Yes: for the Father sanctified him, and
sent him into the world, John x. 36. Did he come
to save us? Yes: The son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost, Luke xix. 10. Did
he come to conquer Satan? Yes: for this purpose
was the Son of God manifested, that he might de-
stroy the works of the devil, 1 John iii. 8.

7. Did the Redeemer take our nature upon him?
Yes: he was found in fashion as a man, Phil. ii. 8-
Had he a being before his incarnation? Yes: Be-
fore Abraham was, I am, John viii. 58. Had he a
being before the world? Yes: for the same was in
the beginning with God, John i. 2. Is not his in-
carnation a great mystery? Yes: without contro-
versy great is the mystery of godliness, God mani-
fest in the flesh, 1 Tim. iii. 16. Is it necessary that
we believe it? Yes: for he that confesseth not that
Jesas Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God,
1 John iv. 3. Was Jesus Christ God even when he
was upon earth? Yes: I am in the Father, and the
Father in me, John xiv. 11. Is he man now heis in
heaven? Yes: for he that descended is the same
also that ascended, Eph. iv. 10.

8. Is the Redeemer both God and man? Yes:
for to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and
he shall be called thc mighty God, the everlasting
Father, Isa. ix. 6. Is he both the Son of God, and
the Son of man? Yes: he was the Son of Adam,
he was the Son of God, Luke iii. 38. Does he con-
tinue to be so? Yes: for Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever, Heb. xiii. 8. Was
be man that he might suffer? Yes: for without
shedding of blood is no remission, Heb. ix. 22.
Was he God that he might satisfy? Yes: for God
bas parchased the church with his own blood, Acts
xx.28. Ishe God and man in two distinct natures?
Yes: for heis both the root and offspring of David,
Rev. xxii. 16. compare Matt. xxii. 45. Is he s0 in
ove person? Yes: for to us there is but one Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by
bim, 1 Cor. viii. 6. Is he so for ever? Yes: heis
Alphaand Omega, the beginning and the ending, the
first and the last, Rev. xxii. 13.

9. Is this Jesus the true Messiah promised to the
fathers? Yes: we know that this is indeed the
Christ, the Saviour of the world, John iv. 42. Were
the Scriptures fulfilled in him? Yes: to him give
all the prophets witness, Acts x. 43. Did his mira-
cles prove his doctrine? Yes : The works that I1do
bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me,
John v. 36. Did the Father himsclf bear witness
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of him? Yes: by a voice from heaven, saying, This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, hear
ye him, Matt. xvii. 5. May we venture our souls
apon this foundation? Yes: for this is the record,
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life
s in his Son, 1 John v. 11.

Q. 22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, be-
come man?

A. Christ the Son of God became man, by taking
to himself a true body, and a reasonable soul ; being
conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost in the
womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet with-
out sin,

1. Did Christ the Son of God become man ? Yes:
forasmuch as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also bimself likewise took part of the same,
Heb. ii. 14. Was it requisite he should become
man? Yes: for in all things it behoved him to be
made like unto his brethren, Heb. ii. 17. Has the
Son of man the falness of the Godhead ? Yes: for
in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,
Col.ii. 9. Has the Son of God the tenderness of a
man? Yes: for he was touched with the feeling of
our infirmities, Heb. iv. 15.

2. Did Cbrist take unto himself a true body?
Yes: A body bast thou prepared me, Heb. x. 5.
Was it a body like unto ours? Yes: for he was in
the likeness of sinful flesh, Rom. viii. 3. Did he
take to himself a human soul? Yes: for he said,
My soul is exceeding sorrowful, Matt. xxvi. 38.

3. Was he conceived by ordinary generation?
No: for he said, Ye are bencath, I am from above,
John viii. 23. Was he conceived by the power of
the Holy Ghost? Yes: The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall over-
shadow thee, Luke i. 35. Was he born of the Vir-
gin Mary? Yes: the Scriptare was fulfilled, Behold,
a virgin shall be with child, and bring forth a son,
Matt. i. 23. Was his conception and birth saper-
natural > Yes: that which was conceived in the
Virgin Mary was of the Holy Ghost, Matt. i. 20.
Yet was he really and truly man? Yes: for he is
not ashamed to call us brethren, Heb. ii. 11.

4. Was Christ the seed of the woman? Yes: for
he was made of a woman, Gal. iv. 4. Was the Scrip-
ture therein fulfilled? Yes: for the seed of the
woman must break the serpent’s head, Gen. iii. 15.
‘Was he the Son of Abraham? Yes: for he took on
him the seed of Abraham, Heb. ii. 16. Was the
Scripture therein fulfilled? Yes: for it was said to
Abraham, In thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed, Gen. xii. 2. Was he the Son of
David? Yes: Hosanna to the Son of David, Matt.
xxi. 9. Was the Scripture therein fulfilled? Yes:
He hath raised up a horn of salvation for us in the
house of his servant David, as he spake by the mouth
of all his holy prophets, Luke i. 69, 70.



5. Was Christ born in Bethlehem? Yes : To you
is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour,
Luke ii. 11. 'Was he born among the Jews? Yes:
of them as concerning the flesh, Christ came, Rom.
ix. 5. And was it the honour of that nation? Yes:
he was the glory of his people Israel, Luke ii. 32.
Did he come when the Messiah was. expected?
Yes: they then looked for redemption in Jerusalem,
Luke ii. 38. Did he come when the sceptre was
departed from Judah? Yes: for there then wentouta
decree that all the world should be taxed, Luke ii. 1.
Did the angels attend him at his birth? Yes: there
was a multitade of the heavenly host praising God,
Luke ii. 13.

6. Was the Redeemer horn in sin as we are?
No: he was without sin, Heb. iv. 15. Was he per-
fectly pure and holy? Yes: That holy thing which
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God,
Luke i. 35. Was he pure and holy in his whole
life? Yes: he did po sin, neither was guile found
in bhis mouth, 1 Pet. ii. 22. Was it requisite he
should be so? Yes: such a High Priest became
us, that was holy, harmless, and undefiled, Heb. vii.
268. Could he have satisfied for our sin, if he bad
had any sin of his own? No: for he must through
the eternal Spirit offer himself without spot, Heb.
ix. 14.

7. Was he subject to the sinless infirmities of our
natures? Yes: he was in all points tempted like as
we are, Heb. iv. 15. Was he hungry? Yes: when
he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was
afterwards an hungred, Matt. iv. 2. Was he weary?
Yes: Being weary with his journey, he sat on the
well, John iv. 6. Did he sleep? Yes: when the
ship was covered with waves he was asleep, Matt.
viii. 24. Did he pass through the ages of human
life? Yes: for Jesus increased in wisdom and sta-
ture, Luke ii. 62.

8. Was the Redeemer willing to be incarnate for
us? Yes: for when he cometh into the world, he
seith, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God, Heb. x. 5,
7. Isit well for us that he was so? Yes: for by
this will we are sanctified, Heb. x. 10. Was Christ’s
incarnation great condescension in him? Yes: for
hereby he was made a little lower than the angels,
Heb. ii. 9. Was it a great honour to our natare?
Yes: What is man that thou art thus mindful of
him? Heb. ii. 6—8. Is it good news to mankind?
Yes: This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, 1 Tim. i. 15.

Q. 23. What offices does Christ execute as our Re-
deemer?

A. Christ as our Redeemer executes the offices of
& Prophet, of a Priest, and of a King, both in his
state of humiliation and exaltation.

1. Is Christ a complete Redeemer? Yes: for it

A SCRIPTURE CATECHISM.

pleased the Father that in him should all fulaess
dwell, Col. i. 19. Is he completely qualified for the
undertaking? Yes: for God giveth not the Spirit
by measure unto him, John iii. 34. Is he auathor-
ized for it? Yes: for all things are delivered to him
of the Father, Matt. xi. 27. Has he a full commis-
sion? Yes: for the Father judgeth no man, but
has committed all judgment to the Son, John v. 22.
And has he an ability equal to his authority? Yes:
for as the Father hath life in himself, so hath he
given to the Son to have life in himself, v. 26.

2. Is there all that in Christ which fallen man
stands in need of? Yes: for Christis all, and in
all, Col. iii. 11. Is he light? Yes: I am the light
of the: world, John viii. 12. Is he life? Yes: in
him was life, and the life was the light of men,
John i. 4. 1Is he our peace? Yes: he is our peace,
Eph.ii. 14. Is he our head? Yes: he is the head
of the body, the church, Col. i. 18. Is he the door?
Yes: I am the door of the sheep, John x. 7. Is he
the way? Yes: I am the way, the truth, and the
life, John xiv. 6. Can we come to God as a Father,
otherwise than by Jesus Christ as Mediator? No:
for no man cometh to the Father but by me, John
xiv. 6. Is he our food? Yes: I am that bread of
life, John vi. 48. 1s he our friend? Yes: This is
my belaved, and this is my friend, Cant. v. 16.

3. Is Jesus Christ a Redeemer in office? Yes:
for God hath exalted him with his own right hand
to be a Prince &nd a Saviour, Acts v.31. Is he
duly put in office? Yes: for him hath God the
Father sealed, John vi. 27. Does he duly execaute
his office? Yes: for he was faithful to him that
appointed him, Heb. iii, 3. Is he a Prophet? Yes:
This is of a truth that Prophet that should come
into the world, Jobn vi. 14, Is he a Priest? Yeas:
be is the Apostle and High Priest of our profession,
Heb. iii. 1. Is he a King? Yes: he is King of
kings, and Lord of lards, Rev, xix, 16.

4. Did Christ cxecute these offices in his state of
humiliation? Yes: I have glorified thee on the
earth, John xvii. 4. Does he execute them in his
state of exaltation? Yes: for in heaven itself he
now appears in the presencc of God for us, Heb. ix.
24. 1s he then an all-sufficient Saviour? Yes: he
is able to save to the uttermost all those that come
to God by him, Heb. vii. 25. And is be as willing
to save as he is able? Yes: Whosoever comes
unto me I will in no wise cast out, John vi. 37.

Q. 24, How does Christ execute the office of a Pro-
phet?

A Christ executes the office of a Prophet, in re-
vealing to ys by his Word and Spirit the will of
God for our salvation.

1. Does Christ execute the office of a Prophet ?
Yes: We know that thou art a Teacher come from
God, John iii, 2. Does God speak to us by him?
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Yes: he hath in these last days spoken to us by his
Son, Heb.i. 2. Were there prophets under the Old
Testament? Yes: God sent his servants the pro-
phets, Jer. xxv. 4. But was Christ above them all?
Yes: for he is the Lord God of the holy prophets,
Rev. xxii. 6. compare Col. i. 11. And were they
his agents? Yes: it was the Spirit of Christin them
that testified, 1 Pet. i. 11.

2. Was Moses the great type of Christ as a pro-
phet? Yes: A prophet shall the Lord your God
raise up unto you of your brethren like unto me,
Acts iii. 22. But was Christ greater than Moscs?
Yes: for Moses was faithful as a servant, but Christ
as a Son, Heb. iii. 5, 6. And is the doctrine of
Christ better than that of Moses? Yes: for the law
was given by Moses, bat grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ, John i. 17. Was Christ completely
qualified to be a Prophet? Yes: for in him are hid
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, Col. ii.
3. Was ever any other so well qualified? No: for
noman knows the Father, but the Son, Matt. xi.27.

3. Has Christ, as a Prophet, revealed God’s will
tous? Yes: for he said, My doctrine is not mine,
but his that sent me, John vii. 16. and xii. 49, 50.
Has he revealed God’s will concerning our duty ?
Yes: for he did not come to destroy the law, but to
falfil, Matt. v. 17. And concerning our happiness ?
Yes: for he was anointed to preach the acceptable
year of the Lord, Luke iv. 18.

4. Did Christ cxecute this officc when he was on
earth? Yes: for he taught them as one having au-
thority, Matt. vii. 29. Did he introduce his doctrine
with Thus saith the Lord, like the Old-Testament
prophets? No: but Verily, Verily, I say unto you,
Jobn iii, 3. Did he confirm his doctrine by mira-
cles? Yes: believe me (said he) for the very works’
sake, Jobn xiv. 11. Were his miracles many? Yes:
many signs did Jesus in the presence of his disciples,
Jobn xx. 30. Were they profitable?. Yes: he went
about doing good, Acts x. 38, Did Christ teach by
theexample of hislife? Yes: that we might follow
his steps, 1 Pet. ii. 21.

5. Does he still execute this office? Yes: for he
said, I have declared thy name unto them, and will
declare it, John xvii. 28. Does he réveal God’s will
o us by his word? Yes: for these things are writ-
ten that we may believe, John xx. 31. And by his
Spirit> Yes: The Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, he shall teach you all things, Jobn xiv. 26.
Does Jesus Christ teach his people? Yes: All thy
children shall be taught of the Lord, Isa. liv. 13.
And does he teach effectually? Yes: for the Son
of man is come, and hath given us an understand-
ing, 1 John v. 20. And does he teach compassion-
ately 7 Yes: for he can have compassion on the
ignorant, Heb. v. 2.

6. Must we learn of this Teacher? Yes: Learn of
me, for 1 am meek and lm;ly in heart, Matt. xi. 29.
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Are we to receive his doctrine? Yes: Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly, Col. iii. 16. And
must we abide in it? Yes: If ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed, John viii. 31.

Q. 25. How does Christ execute the office of a
Priest? .

A. Christ executes the office of a Priest, in his
once offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy
divine justice, and reconcile us to God, and in mak-
ing continual intercession for us,

1. Did fallen man need a Priest? Yes: forevery
high priest is ordained for man in things pertaining
to God, Heb. v. 1. Did Christ execute the office of
a Priest? Yes: We have a great High Priest, Jesus
the Son of God, Heb. iv. 14. Was he appointed to
this office? Yes: for Christ glorified not himself to
be made a High Priest, Heb. v. 5. Was he confirmed
in this office? Yes: for the Lord sware, and will
not repent, thou art a Priest for ever, Heb. vii. 21.

2. Dia Christ, as a Priest, make atonement for
sin? Yes: he is a merciful and faithful High
Priest, to make reconciliation for the sins of the
people, Heb. ii. 17. Did he do this by the sacrifice
of himself ? Yes: he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself, Heb. ix. 26. Was he him-
self the Priest? Yes: for through the eternal Spirit
he offered himself, Heb. ix. 14. Was he himself the
sacrifice? Yes: he made his soul an offering for
sin, Isa. liii. 10. Was he himself the altar? Yes:
for we have an altar, Heb. xiii. 10. Would not the
legal sacrifices serve? No: for it was not possible
that the blood of bulls and goats should take away
sin, Heb. x. 4. Did God declare them insufficient ?
Yes: Sacrifice and offering thou wouldst not, v. 5.
‘Was this sacrifice necessary then? Yes: what the
law could not do, in that it was weak, that Christ
did, Rom. viii. 3.

3. Did Christ, as a sacrifice, bear our sins? Yes:
his own self bare our sins in his own body on the
tree, 1 Pet. ii. 24. Did he bear them by the Father’s
appointment? Yes: the Lord laid on him the ini-
quities of us &ll, Isa. liii. 6. Did he suffer for them?
Yes: be was wounded for our transgressions, and
bruised for our iniquities, v. 5. And not for any
sin of his own? No: Messiah shall be cut off, but
not for himself, Dan. ix. 26. Did he suffer to satisfy
for sin? Yes: he was once offered to bear the sins
of many, Heb. ix. 28. And was the satisfaction ac-
cepted? Yes: he gave himself for us, a sacrifice to
God of a sweet smelling savour, Eph. v. 2,

4. Did Christ offer himself voluntarily? Yes:
No man taketh my life from me, but I lay it down of
myself, John x. 18. Was it his own act and deed
to make his soul an offering? Yes: for he said,
Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit, Luke
xxiii. 46. Did this sacrifice need to be repeated?
No: for by onc offering he perfected for ever them
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that are sanctified, Heb. x. 14. Did Christ do this
for the purchase of our pardon? Yes: for when he
did it, he said, Father, forgive them, Luke xxiii. 34.
Was it designed to save us from ruin? Yes: he
gave his life a ransom for many, Matt. xx.28. And
to reconcile us to God? Yes: for he made peace
through the blood of his cross, Col. i. 20. Is this
our plea for pcace and pardon? Yes: Who is he
that condemns? It is Christ that died, Rom. viii.
34. Is Christ then the great propitiation? Yes:
he is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours
only, but for the sins of the whole world, 1 John ii.
2. And have we hereby access to God? Yes: he
suffered the just for the unjust, that he might bring
us to God, 1 Pet. iii. 18. And had the Old-Testa-
ment saints the benefit of this sacrifice? Yes: for
he was the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world, Rev. xiii. 8.

5. Does Christ, as a Priest, make intercession?
Yes: for he bare the sin of many, and made inter-
cession for the transgressors, Isa. liii. 12. Is he
always doing this? Yes: he ever lives, making in-
tercession, Heb. vii."25. Does be do this as an
Advocate? Yes : If any man sin, we have an Advo-
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous,
1Johnii. 1. And as a High Priest? Yes: Aaron
shall bear their names before the Lord, Exod. xxviii.
12. Does he make intercession in the virtne of his
satisfaction? Yes: for by his own blood he entered
into the holy place, Heb. ix. 12.

6. Is Christ a Priest after the order of Aaron?
No: but after the order of Melchisedec, Ps. cx. 4.
Is he a royal Priest? Yes: for he is a Priest upon
his throne, and the counsel of peace shall be between
them both, Zec. vi. 13. Is he a priest that needs a
successor? No: for this man, because he continueth
for ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood, Heb. vii.
24. Ishe a Priest that needs a sacrifice for himself ?
No: for the law makes men high priests which have
infirmity ; but the word of the oath makes the Son,
who is consecrated for evermore, Heb. vii. 28. Have
all believers an interest in Christ’s priesthood ? Yes:
for we have a High Priest over the house of God,
Heb. x. 21. 1Is this an encouragement in our ap-
proaches to God? Yes: let us therefore come boldly
to the throne of grace, Heb. iv. 16. And is this it
we must depend upon for our acceptance with God?
Yes : for spiritual sacrifices are acceptable to God
only through Jesus Christ, 1 Pet. ii. 5.

Q. 26. How does Christ execute the office of a King?

A. Christ executes the office of a King, in sub-
duing us to himself, in ruling and defending us, and
in restraining and conquering all his and our ene-
mies.

1. Is Christ put into the office of a King? Yes:
1 have set my King upon my holy hill of Sion, Ps.
ii. 6. Does he execute that office? Yes: he shall
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reign over the house of Jacob for ever, Luke i. 33,
Is he King as Mediator? Yes: he hath authority
to execute judgment, because he is the Son of man,
John v. 27. 1Is his kingdom a spiritaal kingdom?®
Yes: my kingdom is not of this world, John xviii.
36.

2. Is Christ universal monarch? Yes: for all
power is given to him both in heaven and on earth,
Matt. xxviii. 18. Has he a right torule all? Yes:
he is Lord of all, Acts x. 36. Does he rule all’
Yes: he is the Governor among the nations, Ps.
xxii. 28. Does he rule all for the good of his church’
Yes: he is head over all things to the church, Eph.
i. 22. Ishe in a special manner the church’s King?
Yes : O daughter of Sion, thy King comes, Zech.
ix. 9.

3. Does Christ, as a King, subdue his people to
himself? Yes: Thy people shall be willing in the
day of thy power, Ps. cx. 3. Does he do it by the
word of his grace? Yes: he draws with the cords
of a man, and with the bands of love, Hos. xi. 4.
Does he do it effectually? Yes: he makes ready
a people prepared for the Lord, Luke i. 17. Does
he conquer the opposition of the carnal mind? Yes:
for the weapons of our warfare are mighty throogh
God, to the pulling down of strong holds, 2 Cor. x.
4. Does he set up his throne in the soul? Yes:
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedi-
ence of Christ, 2 Cor. x. 5. And does he rule there?
Yes: for he writes his law in their hearts, Heb. viii.
10.

4, Does Christ, as a King, reign in his church?
Yes: The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Law-
giver, the Lord is our King, Isa. xxxiii. 22, Does
he enact laws? Yes: he gave commandments to
his apostles, Acts i. 2. Does he commission officers?
Yes: By me kings reign, Prov. viii. 156. Does he
give judgment? Yes: we must all appear before
the judgment-seat of Christ, 2 Cor. v. 10. Is homage
and allegiance due to him? Yes: for at the namo
of Jesus every knee shall bow, Phil. ii. 10. Does
he rule in righteousness? Yes: the sceptre of bis
kingdom is a right sceptre, Ps. xlv. 6.

5. Does Christ, as a King, protect his subjects?
Yes: for he shall be as a hiding-place from the wind,
Isa. xxxii. 2. And does he secure the peace of his
kingdom? Yes: for this man shall be the peace,
Mic. v. 5. Has he authority to pardon sin? Yes:
the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sin,
Matt. ix. 6. Has he authority to reward services®
Yes: I will give thee a crown of life, Rev. ii. 10.

6. Does Christ, as King, restrain his enemies?
Yes: on this Rock will I build my church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it, Matt. xvi.
18. Will he conquer them at last? Yes: for he
must reign till he hath put all enemies under his
feet, 1 Cor. xv. 25. Will he conquer death itself?
Yes: the last enemy that shall be destroyed is death,
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1Cor. xv. 26. Does he count those his enemies
that will not have him to reign over them? Yes:
Those mine enemies which would not that I should
reign over them bring hither, and slay them before
me, Luke xix. 27.

7. Is Christ a merciful King? Yes: he is meek,
and having salvation, Zech. ix. 9. Is he the poor
man’s king? Yes: he shall deliver the needy when
be cries, Ps. Ixxii. 12. Has he a large kingdom ?
Yes: he shall have dominion from sea to sea, Ps.
Ixxii. 8. Have we reason to hope it shall be larger
than now it is? Yes: for the kingdoms of the world
are become the kingdoms of the Lord and of his
Christ, Rev. xi. 15. Shall it be a lasting kingdom ?
Yes: his throne shall be as the days of heaven,
Ps. Ixxxix. 29. And when the mystery of God
shall be finished, shall the kingdom of the Redeemer
be resigned to theCreator? Yes: then cometh the
end, when he shall bave delivered up the kingdom
to God, even the Father, 1 Cor. xv. 24.

8. Ought we to rejoice in Christ’s dominion ?
Yes: Let the children of Sion be joyful in their
King, Ps. cxlix. 2. Must we accept him for our
King? Yes: Take my yoke upon you, Matt. xi. 29.
Must we pay tribute to him? Yes: Send ye the
Lamb to the ruler of the land, Isa. xvi. 1. Must we
obey him? Yes: for he is the Author of eternal
salvation to all them that obey him, Heb. v. 9.

Q. 27. Waherein did consist Christ’s humiliation ?

A. Christ’s humiliation consisted in his being
born, and that in a low condition, made under the
law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath
of God, and the cursed death of the cross; in being
buried, and continuing under the power of death for
 time.

1. Did Jesus Christ humble himself? Yes: for
being in the form of God, he made himself of no
reputation, Phil. ii. 6,7. Was it a deep humilia-
tion? Yes: for he said, I am a worm, and no man,
Ps. xxii. 8. Was it requisite he should humble
himself? Yes: for thus it is written, and thus it
behoved Christ to suffer, Luke xxiv. 46. And was
that a proper expedient to atone for our sin? Yes:
for the sinner had said, I will be like the Most High,
Isa. xiv. 14.

2. Did Christ humble himself in his birth ? Yes:
for e who thought it not robbery to be equal with
God, was made in the likeness of men, Phil. ii. 6,7.
Was he born of that which was then a poor family ?
Yes: he was a root of dry ground, Isa. liii. 2. Was
be born of a poor woman? Yes: for she offered
for her cleansing only a pair of turtle doves, or two
yoong pigeons, Luke ii. 24. compare Lev. xii. 8.
Was his supposed father a poor man? Yes: they
said, Is not this the carpenter’s son, Matt. xiii. 56.
Was he born in a poor place? Yes: Bethlehem
was little among the t.hgnu;nds of Judah, Mic. v. 2.
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‘Was he born in poor circumstances? Yes: in the
stable of an inn, and laid in a manger, Luke ii. 7.
Had he the respect paid him that was due to an
incarnate Deity? No: for he was in the world, and
the world knew him not, John i. 10. Was he re-
spected by his countrymen? No: he came to his
own, and his own received him not, v. 11. Was he
born honourably? No: for he took upon him the
form of a servant, Phil. ii. 7. Was he born wealthy?
No: though he was rich, yet for our sakes he be-
came poor, 2 Cor. viit. 9.

3. Was Christ made under the law? Yes: God
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, Gal. iv. 4. Was he circamcised? Yes:
when eight days were accomplished, Luke ii. 21.
Was he presented in the temple? Yes: they
brought him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord,
v. 22. Did he keep the passover? Yes: when he
was twelve years old, he went up to Jerusalem, after
the custom of the feast, v. 42. Was he obedient to
his parents? Yes: he went down with them to Na-
zareth, and was subject to them, v. 51. Did he pay
tribute? Yes: That give for me and thee, Matt,
xvii. 24, 27. Did he fulfil all righteousness ? Yes:
Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness, Matt.
iii. 15. Did he submit to the law of the mediator-
ship? Yes: Thy law is within my heart, Ps. xI. 8.

4. Was hiseducation mean? Yes: for they said,
Is not this the carpenter? Mark vi. 3. Was the
place of his abode despicable? Yes: Can any good
thing come out of Nazareth? John i. 46. Did he
live in honour? No: for he was despised and re-
jected of men, Isa. liii. 3. Was he attended by
great folks? No: Have any of the rulers, or of the
Pharisees, believed on him ? John vii. 48. Were his
followers mean? Yes : for they were fishers, Matt.
iv. 18. Did he live in mirth and pleasure? No:
he was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief,
Isa. liii. 3. Was the sin of sinners a grief to him ?
Yes: he was grieved for the hardness of their hearts,
Mark iii. 5. Were the sorrows of his friends a grief
to him? Yes: Jesus wept, John xi. 35. Had be a
house of his own? No: The foxes have holes, and
the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man
hath not where to lay his head, Luke xi. 58. Was
he fed with the finest of the wheat? No: he had
barley-loaves, John vi. 9. Did he live upon alms ?
Yes: for certain women ministered to him of their
sabstance, Luke viii. 3. Had he a stately place
to preach in? No: he taught the people out of the
ship, Luke v. 3.

5. Was he tempted of Satan? Yes: he was in
the wilderness forty days tempted of Satan, Mark
i. 13. Was that a part of his sufferings? Yes:
for he suffered, being tempted, Heb. ii. 18. Was
he persecuted betimes? Yes: Herod sought the
young child to destroy him, Matt. ii. 13. Was he
slandered and reproached ? Yes: they said of him,
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Behold a gluttonous man, and a wine-bibber, a friend
of publicans and sinners, Luke vii. 34. Was he re-
presented as a madman? Yes: they said, He hath
a devil, and is mad, John x. 20. And as one that
is in league with the devil? Yes: they said, He
casteth out devils by Beelzebub the prince of the
devils, Matt. xii. 24. Did they cavil at his preach-
ing? Yes: he endured the contradiction of sinners
against himself, Heb. xii. 3. Did he bear all this
patiently? Yes: when he was reviled, he reviled
not again, 1 Pet. ii. 23. '

6. But notwithstanding this, had he honour done
him in his humiliation? Yes: for it was said of
him, He shall be great, Luke i. 32. Did God put
honour upon him? Yes: he received from God the
Father honour and glory, 2 Pet. i. 17. Did angels
do him honour? Yes: behold, angels came and
ministered to him, Matt. iv. 11. Did foreigners do
him honour? Yes: Wise men of the east came to
worship him, Matt. ii. 2. Did the common report
of the people do him honour? Yes: for some said
he was Elias, others Jeremiah, or one of the pro-
phets, Matt. xvi. 14. Did those that saw his mira-
cles do him honour? Yes: for they said, It was
never so scen in Israel, Matt. ix. 33. Did inferior
creatures do him honour? Yes: even the winds
and the seas obeyed him, Matt. viii. 27. Were
devils themselves compelled to acknowledge him?
Yes: for they said, We know thee who thou art,
the Holy One of God, Mark i. 24.

7. Did he humble himself unto death? Yes: he
humbled himself, and became obedient to death,
Phil. ii. 8. Did be die for us? Yes: he was de-
livered for our offences, Rom. iv. 26. Was this ac-
cording to the counsels of God? Yes: he was de-
livered by the determinate counsel and foreknow-
ledge of God, Acts ii. 23. Did he suffer in his soul ?
Yes; for he said, Now is my soul troubled, John
xii. 27. Did he suffer from his Father? Yes: he
was stricken, smitten of God, and aflicted, Isa. liii.
4. Did he suffer in soul from his Father? Yes:
for he put him to grief, v. 10. Did this put him into
an agony? Yes: He began to be sorrowful, and
very heavy, Matt. xxvi. 37. Did he suffer this for
us? Yes: for he made him sin for us who knew no
sin, 2 Cor. v. 21. And yet did the Father love him
even when he bruised him? Yes: Therefore doth
my Father love me, because I lay down my life,
John x. 17.

8. Did he suffer from Satan? Yes: Thou shalt
bruise his heel, Gen. iii. 15. Did Satan set upon
him? Yes: The prince of this world cometh, John
xiv. 30. But did Satan conquer him? No: He
hath nothing in me, John xiv. 30. Did he suffer
from the Jews? Yes: for they cried, Cracify him,
crucify him, Luke xxiii. 21. Did he suffer from the
chief of the Jews? Yes: he was the stonc which the
builders refused, Ps. cxviii. 22. Did he suffer from
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the Romans? Yes: the princes of this world cru-
cified the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8. Was he be-
trayed by Judas? Yes: they put it into the heart
of Judas Iscariot to betray him, John xiii. 2. Was
he sold for thirty pieces of silver? Yes: A goodly
price that I was prized at, Zech. xi. 13. Was he
forsaken by his own disciples? Yes: all his dis-
ciples forsook him, and fled, Matt. xxvi. 56.

9. Was he falsely accused? Yes: they sought
false witness against him to put him to death, Matt.
xxvi. 5. Was he basely abused? Yes: he hid not
his face from shame and spitting, Isa.l. 6. Was he
condemned as a blasphemer? Yes: they said, He
hath spoken blasphemy, Matt. xxvi. 65. Was he
condemned as a traitor? Yes: for they said he
perverted the nation, forbidding to give tribute to
Caesar, Luke xxiii. 2. Was he scourged? Yes:
for by his stripes we are hcaled, Isa. liii. 5. Was
he exposed to contempt? Yes: he was a reproach
of men, and despised of the people, Ps. xxii. 6. Did
they scoff at him as a Prophet? Yes: they said,
Prophesy who smote thee, Matt. xxvi. 68. Did they
scoff at him asa King? Yes: they said, Hail, King
of the Jews, Matt, xxvii. 20. Did they scoff at him
as a Priest and Saviour? Yes: they said, He saved
others, himself he cannot save, Matt. xxvii. 42.

10. Was he sentenced tothe cross? Yes: Pilate
delivered him to be crucified, Matt. xxvii. 26. Was
he crucified between two thieves; Yes: he was
numbered with the transgressors, Isa. liii. 12. Did
he die a bloody death? Yes: for the life of the flesh
is in the blood, and it is the blood that makes atone-
ment for the soul, Lev. xvii. 11. Did he die a pain-
ful death? Yes: they pierced his hands and feet,
Ps. xxii. 16. And a shameful death? Yes: he
endured the cross, despising the shame, Heb. xii. 2.
And a curseddeath? Yes: for he that is hanged is
accursed of God, Deut. xxi. 23. Gal. iii. 13. Did
God seem to withdraw from him in bis sufferings?
Yes: he cried with a loud voice, My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me ? Matt. xxvii. 46.

11. Did Christ die to glorify God? Yes: Forthis
cause came I to this hour. Father, glorify thy name,
John xii. 27, 28. Did he die to satisfy for our sins?
Yes: it was to finish transgression, and to make an
end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, and
bring in everlasting righteousness, Dan. ix. 24. Did
he die to conquer Satan? Yes: he spoiled princi-
palities and powers, triumphing over them in his
cross, Col. ii. 16. Did he die to save us from sin?
Yes: he gave himself for us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, Tit.ii. 14. Did he die to pur-
chase heaven for us? Yes: for it is the purchased
possession, Eph. i. 14. Heb. ix. 15. Was he in his
death made a curse for us? Yes: for Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for us, Gal. iii. 13. Did Christ sweat for
us? Yes: bis sweat was, as it were, great drops of
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blood, Luke xxii. 44. And thorns being also a fruit
of the curse, did Christ wear them for us? Yes:
they platted a crown of thorns and put it upon his
head, Matt, xxvii. 29,

12. Did Christ do all that was to be done in his
sufferings for us? Yes: he said, It is finished,
Jobn xix. 30. Did the events answer the predic-
tions? Yes: for the Scriptures must be fulfilled,
Mark xiv. 49. Are we sure that Christ was truly
dead? Yes: for one of the soldiers with a spear
pierced his side, and forthwith came thereout blood
and water, and he that saw it bare record, John xix.
34,35. Did Christ die as a martyr? Yes: for be-
fore Pontius Pilate he witnessed a good confession,
1Tim. vi. 13. Did he die as a testator? Yes: for
where a testament is, there must needs be the death
of the testator, Heb. ix. 16. Did he die as a sacri-
fice? Yes: Christ our passover is sacrificed for us,
1Cor. v. 7.

13. Was there honour done to Christ even in his
sufferings? Yes: the earth did quake, and the
rocks rent, and the graves were opened, Matt. xxvii.
61. And were some thereby convinced? Yes: they
feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of
God, Matt. xxvii. 54. Is the cross of Christ then a
reproach to us? No: God forbid that I should
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Gal. vi. 14. Is it what we should all be acquainted
with? Yes: I determined to know nothing but
Jesus Christ, and bim crucified, 1 Cor.ii.2. And
ought we to celebrate the praises of our crucified Sa-
viour? Yes: Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
to receive honour, and glory, and blessing, Rev.
v. 12.

14. When Christ was dead, was he baried? Yes:
they took him down from the tree, and laid bim in
asepulchre, Acts xiii. 29. Was he buried accord-
ing to the custom? Yes: as the manner of the
Jews is to bury, John xix. 40. Did he continue
under the power of death for a time? Yes: for as
Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s
belly, so shall the Son of man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth, Matt. xii. 40.
Was this his descentinto hell? Yes: he descended
into the lower parts of the earth, Eph. iv. 9. Did
bis separate soul go to paradise? Yes: This day
shalt thou be with me in paradise, Luke xxiii. 43.
Did his body see corruption? No: Thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine
Holy One to see corruption, Acts ii. 27.

Q. 28. Wherein consists Christ’s exaltation?

A. Christ’s exaltation consists in his rising again
from the dead on the third day, in ascending up
into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God the
Father, and in coming to judge the world at the
last day.

1. Is Jesus Christ exalted? Yes: because he
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humbled himself, therefore God also bhath highly
exalted him, Phil. ii. 9. Was his humiliation the
way to exaltation? Yes: he suffered these things,
and so entered into his glory, Luke xxiv. 26. Was
his exaltation the reward of his humiliation? Yes:
I have glorified thee on the earth, and now, O Fa-
ther, glorify thou me, John xvii. 5. Had he it in
his eye in his sufferings? Yes: for the joy that
was set before him, he cendured the cross, Heb.
xii. 2.

2. Was his resurrection the first step of his exalt-
ation? Yes: he was buried, and rose again the
third day according to the Scriptures, 1 Cor. xv. 4.
Did he continue always in the bands of death? No:
for it was impossible he should be holden of them,
Acts ii. 24. Did he rise to life? Yes : he both rose
and revived, Rom. xiv. 9. Did the same body rise?
Yes: Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I my-
self, Luke xxiv. 39. Is he the same Jesus still?
Yes: I am he that liveth, and was dead, Rev. i. 18.
Did be lie in the grave all the Jewish sabbath?
Yes: for he rose in the end of the sabbath, Matt.
xxviii. 1. Did he rise the same day of the week?
Yes: asit began to dawn towards the first day of the
week, Matt. xxviii. 1. Have we sufficient proof of
his resurrection? Yes : he showed himself alive, by
many infallible proofs, Actsi.3. Did he rise to
die no more? Yes: Death hath no more dominion
over him, Rom. vi. 9.

3. Did Christ rise by his own power? Yes:
Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise
it up, John ii. 19. and x. 18. Was that a divine
power? Yes: for he was crucified through weak-
ness, but he lived by the power of God, 2 Cor.
xiii. 4 Was it the great proof of his being the Son
of God? Yes: he was declared to be the Son of
God with power by the resurrection from the dead,
Rom. i. 4. Was it the will of the Father he should
rise? Yes: for the angel of the Lord descended
from heaven, and came, and rolled back the stone,
Matt. xxviii. 2. Did the Father raise him? Yes:
God raised him from the dead, Acts xiii. 30. Was
this an evidence of the acceptance of his satisfac-
tion? Yes: for he was raised again for our justifi-
cation, Rom. iv.25. And we may plead it? Yes:
It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again,
Rom. viii. 34.

4. Did Christ rise as a public person? Yes: for
since by man came death, by man came also_the
resurrection of the dead, 1 Cor. xv. 21. Are true
believers raised with him to a spiritual life? Yes:
he hath quickened us together with Christ, Eph.
ii. 5. And shall they be shortly raised to eternal life?
Yes: Christ the first-fruits, afterward they that are
Christ’s at his coming, 1 Cor. xv. 23. Is the resur-
rection of Christ one of the great foundations of
Christianity ? Yes: if Christ be not risen, our faith
is vain, ». 14.
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5. Did Christ stay on earth forty days after his
resurrection? Yes: he was seen of them forty days,
Acts i. 3. Did he then ascend up into heaven?
Yes: while he blessed them he was parted from
them, and carried up into heaven, Luke xxiv. 51.
Did be ascend in a cloud? Yes: a cloud received
him out of their sight, Acts i. 9. Was he welcome
in heaven? Yes: when the Son of man came with
the clouds of heaven, he came to the Ancient of days,
and they brought him near before him, Dan. vii. 13.

6. Was it for our advantage that he ascended up
into heaven? Yes: It is expedient for you that I
go away, John xvi. 7. Did he ascend as a con-
queror? Yes: when he ascended on high, he led
captivity captive, Eph. iv. 8. Did he ascend as our
forerunner? Yes: as the forerunner he is for us
entered, Heb. vi. 20. Is he gone to prepare a place
forus? Yes: Igo to prepare a place for you, John
xiv. 2. Did he enter as our High Priest within the
veil? Yes: by his own blood he entered in once
into the holy place, Heb. ix. 12.

7. Did he sit at the right hand of God? Yes: he
is seated on the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens, Heb. viii. 1. Has he autho-
rity to sit there > Yes: The Lord said unto my Lord,
Sit thou on my right hand, Ps. ¢x. 1. Is he there
now? Yes: heis even at the right hand of God,
Rom. viii. 34. Has he beenseen there? Yes: Ste-
phen said, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 1
man standing on the right hand of God, Acts vii.
56. Will he continue there? Yes: the heavens
must receive him till the restitution of all things,
Acts iii. 21. Has he the highest honour there?
Yes : God hath given him a name above every name,
Phil. ii. 9. Has he the sovereign power there? Yes:
for angels, authorities, and powers are made subject
to him, 1 Pet. iii. 22. Is he Lord of all there?
Yes: Thou crownest him with glory and honour, and
didst set him over the works of thy hands, Heb. ii. 7.
Ought we therefore to have our hearts in heaven?
Yes: Seek those things which are above, where
Christ sits on the right hand of God, Col. iii. 1.

8. Will Christ come again? Yes: If I go to pre-
pare a place for you, I will come again, John xiv.
3. Are you sure he will come again? Yes: for he
said, Surely I come quickly, Rev. xxii. 20. Will
he come in glory? Yes: he shall come in the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory, Matt. xxiv.
30. Will his angels attend him? Yes: he shall
come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him,
Matt. xxv. 31. Will he come publicly? Yes: Be-
hold he comes in the clouds, and every eye shall see
him, Rev. i. 7.

9. Will Christ come to judge the world? Yes:
God bath appointed a day in which he will judge
the world in righteousness by that Man whom he
hath ordained, Acts xvii. 31. Will he come to the

terror of all bis enemies? Yes: they also which
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pierced him shall wail because of him, Rev. i. 7.
Will he come to the comfort of all his faithful fol-
lowers? Yes: to them that look for him, he will
appear the second time unto salvation, Heb. ix. 28.
Will this be at the last day? Yes: I will raise him
up at the last day, John vi. 39. Ought we to wait
for that day? Yes: looking for the blessed hope,
and the glorious appearance of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ, Tit. ii. 13.

Q. 29. How are we made partakers of the redemption
purchased by Christ?

A. We are made partakers of the redemption pur-
chased by Christ, by the effectual application of it
to us by his Holy Spirit.

1. Is redemption purchased by Christ? Yes: he
obtained eternal redemption for us, Heb. ix. 12. Is
he then the Author of it? Yes: he became the
Author of salvation, Heb. v. 9. Isitredemption by
price? Yes: Ye are bought with a price, 1 Cor. vi.
20. Is it a redemption by power? Yes: for he
hath led captivity captive, Ps. Ixviii. 18. Is this
redemption offered toall? Yes: he hath proclaimed
liberty to the captives, Isa. Ixi. 1. May all that will
take the benefit of it? Yes: Ho, every one that
thirsteth, comc ye to the waters, Isa. lv. 1. Have
all the world therefore some benefitby it? Yes: Go
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature, Mark xvi. 15. But have all the world a
like benefit by it? No: Thou wilt manifest thyself
to us, and not unto the world, John xiv. 22.

2. Is it enough for us that there is a redemption
purchased? No: for there are those who deny the
Lord who bought them, 2 Pet. ii. 1. Is it enough
to hear of it? No: for to some it is a savour of
death unto death, 2 Cor. ii. 16. Is it enough to have
a name among the redeemed? No: Thou hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead, Rev. iii. 1. Is
it necessary therefore that we be partakers of the
redemption ? Yes: that we may say, Who loved me,
and gave himself for me, Gal. ii. 20. Do all partake
of it? No: Thou hast neither part nor lot in this
matter, Acts viii. 21. Do all believers partake of
it? Yes: We are made partakers of Christ, Heb.
ii. 14. Do they receive the Redeemer? Yes: We
have received Christ Jesus the Lord, Col. ii. 6. Do
any receive this of themselves? No: A man can
receive nothing except it be given him from above,
John iii, 27.

3. Must the redemption be applied to us? Yes:
It is Christ in you the hope of glory, Col.i.27. Is
it the Spirit’s work to apply it? Yes: for it is the
Spirit that quickens, John vi. 63. Is he sent for
that purpose? Yes: He shall take of mine, and
shall show it unto you, Jobn xvi. 15. Is he sentin
Christ’s name ? Yes: He is the Comforter, which
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in
my name, John xiv. 26. Have we as muchneed of
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the Spirit to apply the redemption to us, as of the
Son to purchase it for us? Yes: for when Christ
had purchased it, it was expedient for us he should
go away, that he might send the Comforter, John
xvi. 7.

4. Is the Spirit given to the church in general ?
Yes: Another Comforter shall abide with you for
ever, John xiv. 16. Is he promised to particular
persons? Yes: Turn ye at my reproof; behold, I
will pour out my Spirit anto you, Prov. i. 23. Are
we to pray for the Spirit then? Yes: our heavenly
Father will give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
him, Luke xi. 13. Do all believers receive of the
Spirit? Yes: God hath sent forth the Spirit of his
Soninto your bearts, Gal. iv. 6. Is he their teacher?
Yes: he shall teach them all things. Is he their
remembrancer? Yes: he shall bring all things to
their remembrance, John xiv. 26. Is he the earnest ?
Yes: he hath given the earnest of the Spirit in our
bearts, 2 Cor. i. 22. Does he begin the good work
of grace in the heart? Yes: for when he is come,
he shall convince, John xvi. 8. And does he per-
fectit? Yes: for he hath wrought us for the self-
same thing, 2 Cor. v. 5.

Q. 30. How does the Spirit apply to us the redemp-
tion purchased by Christ ?

A. The Spirit applies to us the redemption pur-
chased by Christ, by working faith in us, and
thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual call-
ing?

1. Does the Spirit act freely in applying the re-
demption? Yes: The wind bloweth where it list-
eth, so is every one that is born of the Spirit, John
iii. 8. Does he act mysteriously? Yes: Thou know-
est not what is the way of the Spirit, Eccl. xi. 15.
Does he act effectually? Yes: All that the Father
giveth me shall come to me, John vi. 37.

2. Is faith necessary to our interest in the redemp-
tion? Yes: for without faith it is impossible to
please God, Heb. xi. 6. Is it the great thing neces-
sary? Yes: only believe, all things are possible to
him that can believe, Mark v. 36. and ix. 23. Can
we have a saving interest in the redemption without
faith? No: he that believeth not, is condemned
already, Jokn iii. 18. Is it that which is required
onour part? Yes: by grace ye are saved through
faith. And is it of ourselves? No: not of our-
selves, it is the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. Is it given
for Christ’s sake? Yes: Unto you it is given on
the behalf of Christ to believe on him, Phil. i. 29.

3. Does the Spirit work faith in us? Yes: it is
the faith of the operation of God, Col ii. 12. Isita
divine work then? Yes: this is the work of God,
that ye believe, John vi. 29. Is it a work of divine
power? Yes: we believe according to the work-
ing of his mighty power, which he wrought in
Christ, Eph. i. 19, 20. Is it wrought ia all the
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saints? Yes: for they have all obtained a like pre-
cious faith, 2 Pet. i. 1. Shall it be wrought in all
the chosen? Yes: for it is the faith of God’s elect,
Tit i. 1.

4. Are all true believers united to Christ? Yes:
He that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit, 1 Cor.
vi. 17. Are they interested in his death? Yes:
We are crucified with Christ, Gal. ii. 20. And in his
burial? Yes: We are buried with him in baptism,
Rom. vi. 4. And in his resurrection? Yes: He
has quickened us together with Christ, Eph. ii. 5.
And in his ascension? Yes: He has made us sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, Eph.
ii. 6.

5. Is there a real union between Christ and be-
lievers? Yes: for both he that sanctifieth, and they
who are sanctified, are all of one, Heb. ii. 11. Is
he the Head? Yes: he is the Head of the body,
the charch, Col. i. 18. Are they his members? Yes:
‘Who are members of his body, of his flesh, and of
his bones, Eph. v. 30, Is he the Root? Yes: forof
his fulness have all we received, John i. 16. Are
they the branches? Yes : I am the vine, ye are the
branches, John xv. 5. Is he the Foundation? Yes:
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a
tried stone, Isa. xxviii. 16. Are they built upon
him? Yes: Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a
spiritual house, 1 Pet, ii. 5.

6. Is there a relative union between Christ and
believers? Yes: I ascend to my Father and your
Father, John xx. 17. Are they bis children? Yes:
Here am I, and the children which thoa hast given
me, Heb. ii. 13. Are they his brcthren? Yes: he
is not ashamed to call them brethren, Heb. ii. 11,12
Are they his spouse? Yes: I have espoused you
to one husband, 2 Cor. xi. 2. Are they his subjects ?
Yes: they are translated into the kingdom of his
dear Son, Col. i. 13. Are they his soldiers? Yes:
good soldiers of Jesus Christ, 2 Tim. ii. 3. Are
they his servants? Yes: Ye call me Master and
Lord, John xiii. 13. Are they his scholars? Yes:
they sit at Jesus’ feet and hear his word, Luke x.
39. Are they his sheep? Yes: for he is the great
Shepherd of the sheep, Heb. xiii. 20.

7. Is it by faith that we are united to Christ?
Yes: for Christ dwells in the heart by faith, Eph.
iii. 17. Is that owing to the Spirit? Yes: we arc
a habitation of God through the Spirit, Eph. ii. 22.
Does communion result from this union? Yes: for
traly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his
Son Jesus Christ,1 John i. 3. And is that owing
to the Spirit? Yes: we have an access by one
Spirit unto the Father, Eph. ii. 18. Can we be
united to Christ without the indwelling of the Spirit?
No: for if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he
is none of his, Rom. viii. 9. Have all that are unit-
ed to Christ an interest in the benefits of redemp-
tion? Yes: for of him are we in Christ Jesus, who



of God is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanc-
tification, and redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30.

8. Are we united to Christ in our effectual calling?
Yes: for we are called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 1 Cor. i.9. Will the
common call unite us to Christ? No : for many are
called, but few are chosen, Matt. xxii. 14. Is it the
effectual call then that doesit? Yes: for whom he
called, them he justified, Rom. viii. 30.

9. Does the gospel call us from sin to God? Yes:
it turns from the power of Satan unto God, Acts
xxvi. 18, Does it call us from self to Christ? Yes:
If any man will be my disciple, let him deny himself
and follow me, Matt. xvi. 24. Does it call us from
darkness to light? Yes: He hath called us out of
darknuess into his marvellous light, 1 Pet.ii. 9. And
from uncleanness to holiness? Yes: God hath not
called us to uncleanness, but to holiness, 1 Thess.
iv.7. And from this world to the other? Yes: If
ye be risen with Christ, seek those things that are
above, Col. iii. 1. Is this call effectual when we
oome at the call? Yes: Follow me, and he arose
and followed him, Matt. ix. 9. Is it our great con-
cern to make this sure? Yes: Make your calling
and your election sure, 2 Pet,. i. 10.

Q. 31. Whkat is effectual calling ?

A. Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit,
whereby convincing us of our sin and misery, enlight-
ening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and re-
newing our wills, he does persuade and enable us
to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the
gospel.

1. Is the common call given to the world? Yes:
he sent forth his servants to call them that were bid-
den, Matt, xxii. 3. Can ministers make that call
effectual ¢ No: for who hath believed our report,
Isa. liii. 1. Isit the work of God to make it effec-
tual? Yes: for it is God that giveth the increase,
1Cor.iii. 7. Does he do it in a way suitable to our
nature? Yes: I drew them with cords of a man,
Hos. xi. 4. Is it necessary to our salvation, that
the call should be effectual ? Yes: Who bath saved
us, and called us with a holy calling, 2 Tim. i. 9.

2. Are all who are effectually called convinced of
sin? Yes: 1 was alive without the law once, but
when the commandment came, sin revived, Rom.
vii. 9. Is it the Spirit’s work to convince? Yes:
when he is come he will convince the world of sin,
John xvi. 8. Isthe word the ordinary means of con-
viction? Yes: for by the law is the knowledge of
sin, Rom. iii. 20. Is it necessary we should be con-
vinced of sin? Yes: for they that are whole, need
not a physician, Matt. ix. 12. Must we be convinced
of the fact of sin? Yes: These things thou hast done,
Ps. 1. 21. And of the fault of sin? Yes: Know
therefore, and see, that it is an evil thing, Jer. ii. 19,
And of the folly of sin? Yes: Herein thou hast
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done foolishly, 2 Chron. xvi. 9. And of the filth of
sin? Yes: For how canst thou say, I am not pol-
lated ? Jer. ii. 23. And of the fruit of sin? Yes:
Your sins have separated between you and your God,
Isa. lix. 1, 2. And of the fountain of sin? Yes:
They shall know every man the plague of his own
heart, 1 Kings viii. 38.

3. Must we also be convinced of our misery?
Yes: Thou art wretched and miserable, Rev. iii. 17.
And of our danger? Yes: Flee from the wrath to
come, Matt, iii. 7. Must we be convinced of our
helplessness in ourselves? Yes: when sin revived
I died, Rom. vii. 9. And of the possibility of our
being helped by the grace of God? Yes: How many
hired servants of my father have bread enough, and
to spare! Luke xv.17. Will these convictions put
us in pain? Yes: When they heard this, they were
pricked to the heart, Acts ii. 37. And bring us tobe
at a loss within ourselves? Yes: Men and brethren,
what shall we do? Actsii. 37. And put us upon
inquiry ? Yes: They shall ask the way to Sion with
their faces thitherward, Jer.l. 5. Are these convic-
tions necessary to prepare us for an invitation to
Christ? Yes: Come unto me all ye that labour,
and are heavy laden, Matt. xi. 28.

4. Does the Spirit, when he has convinced us of
sin and misery, leave us so? No: for he has tom,
and he will heal us, Hos. vi. 1. Whenhe has showed
us our wound, does he show us our remedy? Yes:
O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself, bat in me is
thy help, Hos. xiii. 9. Does he enlighten our minds?
Yes: the Spirit of wisdom and revelation is given,
that the eyes of our understanding may be enlight-
ened, Eph. i. 17, 18. Does he enlighten them with
the knowledge of Christ? Yes: he gives the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ, 2 Cor. iv. 6. Does he discover to the
soul Christ’s ability to save? Yes: I have laid help
upon one that is mighty, Ps. Ixxxix. 19. And his
willingness to save? Yes: I will, be thou clean,
Matt. viii. 3. Should we be most ambitious of the
knowledge of Christ? Yes: counting all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus our Lord, Phil. iii. 8. Does the Spirit direct
convinced sinners to Christ? Yes: Turn ye to the
strong hold, ye prisoners of hope, Zech. ix. 12.

5. Is it enough to have the mind enlightened ?
No: for we are called into a professed subjection to
the gospel of Christ, 2 Cor. ix. 13. Must the will
therefore be renewed ? Yes: for it is God that work-
ethin us both to will and to do of his own good
pleasure, Phil. ii. 13. Is it the work of the Spirit
to incline the will to do that which is good ¢ Yes:
Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, Ps. exix. 36.
And is that the renewing of the will? Yes: A new
heart will I give you, and a new spirit will I pat
within you, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. Does that make the
will pliable? Yes: I will take the stony heart out
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of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh,
Ezek. xi. 19. Does it bring it into subjection to the
willof God? Yes: Lord, what wilt thou have me
todo? Acts ix. 6. And is that a cheerful subjec-
tion? Yes: because the love of God is shed abroad
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, Rom. v. 5.

6. Is Christ offered to us in the gospel? Yes:
Behold, I stand at the door and knock, Rev. iii. 20.
Lshe freely offered ? Yes: Come buy, without money,
and without price, Isa. Iv. 1. Are we concerned to
embrace that offer? Yes: Come eat of my bread,
and drink of the wine that I have mingled, Prov.
ix.5. Are we by nature averse to it? Yes: Ye will
pot come to me, that ye might have life, Jobn v. 40.
Do sinuers perish then through their own wilfulness?
Yes: I have called, and ye have refused, Prov. i.
24. Does the Spirit in eflectual calling overcome
this aversion? Yes : With loving kindness have I
drawn thee, Jer. xxxi. 3. Does he persuade us to
cmbrace this offer? Yes: For every man that hath
beard, and learned of the Father, cometh unto me,
John vi. 45. Does he enable us? Yes: For you
hath be quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins, Epb. ii. 1.

7. Can we turn to God by any power of our own ?
No: for we are not sufficient of ourselves, 2 Cor. iii.
5. Is it the grace of God that turns us to him ? Yes:
Tura thou me, and I shall be turned, Jer. xxxi. 18.
Is it free grace? Yes: He went on frowardly in
the way of his heart, I have seen his ways, and will
beal him, Isa. lvii. 17, 18. Does it turn us by a
work upon the will? Yes: The Lord opened the
bheart of Lydia, Acts xvi. 14. Is it special grace?
Yes: It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that
ranneth, but of God that showeth mercy, Rom. ix.
16. Shall this grace be given to all the elect? Yes:
All that the Father hath given me shall come unto
me, John vi. 37. Shall it be effectual?  Yes: His
grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain,
1Cor. xv. 10. May we in faith pray for this grace?
Yes: I will for this be inquired of by the house of
Israel, Ezek. xxxvi. 37. Can any turn to God with-
out this special grace? No: For no man can come
to me, except the Father, which hath sent me, draw
bim, John vi. 44. Must that grace therefore have
alltheglory? Yes: we mast show forth the praises
of him that hath called us, 1 Pet. ii. 9.

Q. 32. Whkat benefits do they that are effectually
cclled partake of in this life?

A. They that are effectually called do in this life
partake of justification, adoption, and sanctification,
and the several benefits which in this life do either
accompany or flow from them.

1. Are all those happy which are effectually call-
¢d? Yes: for God hath called us to his kingdom
and glory, 1 Thess. ii. 12. Are they partakers of the
blessings of the new covenant? Yes: for the pro-

mise is sure to all the seed, Rom. iv. 16. Are they
happy even in this life? Yes: For after that ye be-
lieved, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of pro-
mise, Epb. i. 13.

2. Are they dignified and preferred? Yes: Yeare
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 1 Pet. ii. 9.
Are they brought near? Yes: Ye who sometimes
were afar off, are made nigh, Epb. ii. 13. Are they
enriched? Yes: God hath called the poor in this
world rich in faith, Jam. ii. 5. Are they taken into
the communion of saints? Yes: for we are come to
the church of the first-born which are written in
heaven, Heb. xii. 23. And into communion with
the holy angels? Yes: for we are come to an in-
numerable company of angels, Heb. xii. 22. Are
they entitled to the best possessions? Yes: All
things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Ce-
phas, or the world, or life, or death, or things pre-
sent, or things to come, all are yours, 1 Cor. iii. 22.
Are they happy in the best blessings? Yes: The
God and Father of our Lord Jesus hath blessed us
with spiritual blessings in heavenly things, Eph. i.
3. Arethey happy both for soul and body? Yes:
He hath given us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, 2 Pet.i. 3.

3. Are they justified ? Yes: whom he called, them
he justified, Rom. viii. 30. Is that an unspeakable
benefit? Yes: blessed is the man whose iniquity is
forgiven, Ps. xxxii. 1. Are they adopted? Yes:
for he hath predestinated us to the adoption of chil-
dren, Eph. i. 5. And is that an unspeakable bene-
fit? Yes: for if children, then heirs, Rom. viii. 17.
Are they sanctified? Yes: they are sanctified in
Christ Jesus, 1 Cor. i.2. And is that an unspeak-
able benefit? Yes: for we are partakers of his holi-
ness, Heb. xii. 10.

4. Do they partake of other benefits? Yes: The
Lord will give grace and glory, and no good thing
will he withhold from them that walk uprightly, Ps.
Ixxxiv. 11. Are all these benefits given to them that
are effectually called? Yes: for the promise of the
remission of sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, is
to as many as the Lord our God shall call, Acts ii.
39. And shall every thing turn to their advantage?
Yes: all things work together for good to them that
are the called, Rom. viii. 28. Will you therefore
make it sure that you are effectually called, by com-
ing at the call? Yes: behold, we come unto thee,
for thou art the Lord our God, Jer. iii. 22.

Q. 33. What 1s justification ?

A. Justification is an act of God’s free grace,
wherein he pardons all our sins, and accepts us as
righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of
Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone,

1. Have we all need to be justified? Yes: for
we are all guilty before God, Rom. iii. 19. Is it
enough if we justify ourselves? No: If I justify
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myself my own mouth shall condemn me, Job ix. 20.
Is it enough if our neighbours justifyus? No: for
that which is highly esteemed among men is abom-
ination in the sight of God, Luke xvi. 15. Must it
be God’s act then? Yes: It is God that justifieth,
Rom. viii. 33. And his only? Yes: for none can
forgive sins but God only, Mark ii. 7. And is it
an act of free grace? Yes: we are justified freely
by his grace, Rom. iii. 24.

2. Are all that are justified discharged from the
sentence of the law? Yes: for there is no con-
demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, Rom.
viii. 1. Have they their sins pardoned? Yes; we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins, Eph.i. 7. Does God forgive them? Yes:
1, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions,
Isa. xliii. 25.

3. When God forgives sin does he forgive all?
Yes: Having forgiven all your trespasses, Col. ii.
13. Does he forgive even great sins? Yes: Though
your sins have been as scarlet, they shall be white
as snow, Isa. i. 18. Does he forgive many sins?
Yes: He will abundantly pardon, Isa. lv. 7. Does
he forgive frecly? Yes: I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness. Does he forgive fully? Yes:
Their sins and their iniquities I will remember no
more, Heb. viii. 12. Is he forward to forgive?
Yes: Isaid I will confess, and thou forgavest, Ps.
xxxii. 5. Does he forgive and forget? Yes: Thou
wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea,
Mie. vii. 19.

4. Is forgiveness of sins offered to all upon gospel
terms? Yes: for repentance and remission of sins
is preached to all nations, Luke xxiv. 47. Is it se-
cured to all the chosen remnant? Yes: for Christ
is exalted to be a Prince, and a Saviour, to give re-
pentance and remission of sins, Acts v. 31. Have
all believers their sins pardoned? Yes: through
him all that believe are justified, Acts xiii. 39.
Are they accepted in God’s sight? Yes: he hath
made us accepted in the Beloved, Eph. i. 8. Are
they accepted as righteous? Yes: for we are made
the righteousness of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. May
those that have been ungodly be thus justified?
Yes: he justifies the ungodly, Rom. iv. 6.

5. Can we be justified by the covenant of inno-
cency? No: for who can say, I have made my
heart clean? Prov. xx.9. Can we be justified by
any thing in ourselves? No: How can men be jus-
tified with God ? Job xxv. 4. If we know no ill by
ourselves will that justify us? No: though I know
nothing by myself, yet am I not thereby justified,
1 Cor. iv. 4. Will the law of Moses justify us?
No: we are justified from all those things from
which we could not be justified by the law of Moses,
Acts xiii. 39. Will our own works justify us? No:
by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified,
Rom. iii. 20. Would the ceremonial sacrifices jus-
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tify men? No: they could not make the comers
thereunto perfect, Heb, x. 1. Are we justified for
the righteousness of Christ? Yes: By the obedi-
ence of one shall many be made righteous, Rom. v.
19. And for that only? Yes: Not having my own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, Phil. iii. 9.

6. Is the righteousness of Christ imputed to us for
our justification? Yes: for he is made of God unto
us righteousness, 1 Cor. i. 30. Did Christ die that it
might be imputed? Yes: He shall justify many, for
he shall bear their iniquities, Isa. liii. 11. Do we
owe our justification then to the death of Christ?
Yes: the blood of Christ his Son cleanseth us from
all sin, 1 Johni. 7. And does that lay the foundation
of our salvation? Yes: being justified by his blood,
we shall be saved from wrath, Rom. v.9. Were
we justified from eternity? No: for in due time
Christ died for the ungodly, Rom. v. 9. If Christ
had died, and not risen again, could he have justi-
fied us? No: for he was delivered for our offences,
and raised again for our justification, Rom. iv. 25.
Is that then our plea for peace and pardon? Yes:
for who then is he that shall condemn? Rom. viii.
34. May we then depend upon Christ for righte-
ousness? Yes: In the Lord I have righteousness
and strength, Isa. xlv. 24. Is it become an act of
justice in God to pardon sin upon the account of
Christ’s righteousness ? Yes: for he is just, and the
justifier of him that believeth in Jesus, Rom. iii.
26. 1 Johni. 9.

7. Are we to receive the righteousness of Christ?
Yes: We have now received the atonement, Rom.
v. 11. Do we receive it by faith? Yes: through
his name ; whosoever believeth in him shall receive
remission of sins, Acts x. 43. And by faith only?
Yes: for being justified by faith we have peace with
God, Rom. v. 1. Did Christ’s death satisfy the law?
Yes: for Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of
the law, Gal.iii. 13. 1s that then our only righte-
ousness in the law court? Yes: for we are recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son, Rom. v. 10.
Do we by true faith come up to the terms of the gos-
pel? Yes: Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved, Acts xvi. 31. Is that then our
righteousness in the gospel court? Yes: for to him
that believeth, his faith is counted for righteousness,
Rom. iv. 5. Is it therefore our life? Yes: for the
just shall live by his faith, Hab. ii. 4. 1Is it so as it
applies Christ’s righteousness? Yes: This is the
name whereby he shall be called, the Lord our
righteousness, Jer. xxiii. 6.

8. Is justifying faith a working faith? Yes: for
by works is faith made perfect, Jam. ii. 22. And
will that faith justify us which does not prodace
good works? No: for by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only, Jam. ii. 24. Is faith then
dead without good works? Yes: for as the body
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without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is
dead also, Jam. ii. 26. And are good works dead
without faith? Yes: for without faith it is impos-
sible to please God, Heb. xi. 6. Must they both act
together then? Yes: for that which avails is faith,
which works by love, Gal. v. 6. Do we then make
void the law through faith? No: God forbid, yea,
we establish the law, Rom. iii. 31. Is our faith our
own? No: it is not of ourselves, it is the gift of
God, Eph. ii. 8. Are our good works our own? No:
for thou also hast wrought all our works in us, Isa.
xxvi. 12. Is any room left for boasting then? No:
it is excluded by the law of faith, Rom. iii. 27.
Must God therefore have all the glory? Yes: for
by the grace of God 1 am what I am, 1 Cor. xv. 10.

Q. 34. What is adoption?

A. Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby
we are received into the number, and have a right
to all the privileges, of the sons of God.

1. Are all believers God’s children? Yes: Ye
are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus,
Gal. ili. 26. Are they so by nature? No: We are
by nature children of wrath, Eph. ii. 3. Are they
so by adoption? Yes: We receive the adoption of
sons, Gal. iv. 5. Do they deserve to be made God’s
children? No: How shall I put thee among the
children, and give thee a pleasant land ? Jer. iii. 19.
Are they altogether unworthy of such a favour?
Yes: I am no more worthy to be called thy son, Luke
1v. 19, Is it bestowed upon them notwithstanding
their unworthiness? Yes: I will be a Father to you,
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the
lord Almighty, 2 Cor. vi. 18,

2. Is adoption an act of God’s free grace? Yes:
Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God,
1 John iii. 1. Are we by it received into the num-
ber of God’s children? Yes: There shall they be
called the children of the living God, Rom. ix. 26.
Are we received into that number upon our believ-
ing? Yes: As many as received him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name, John i. 12.

3. Have we leave to call God, Father? Yes: Ye
bave received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we
cry, Abba, Father, Rom. viii. 15. Does he encou-
rage us to do s0? Yes: Thou shalt call me, My
Father, and shalt not turn away from me, Jer. iii.
19. May we call him so, though we have been pro-
digals? Yes: I will go to my father, and will say
unto him, Father, Luke xv, 18. May we look upon
all good Christians as our brethren? Yes: For all
ye are brethren, Matt. xxiii, 8. And do they all
make one family? Yes: Of whom the whole family
both in heaven and earth is named, Eph. iii. 16.

4. Does God give the nature of his children to all
whom he receives into the number? Yes: Because

ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son
into your hearts, Gal. iv. 6. Do they partake of a
divine nature? Yes: they are made partakers of a
divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. Are all God’s children
born again then? Yes: they are born not of the
will of man, but of God, John i. 13. Is our adop-
tion then to be known by our disposition ? Yes : for
in this the children of God are manifest, and the
children of the devil, whosoever doth not righteous-
ness is not of God, 1 John iii. 10.

5. Have all God’s adopted children a right to the
privileges of children? Yes: they are brought into
the glorious liberty of the children of God, Rom.
viii. 21. Does their Father pity them? Yes: liko
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear him, Ps. ciii. 13. Does he spare
them? Yes: as a man spares his own son that
serves him, Mal. iii. 17. Does he take care of them?
Yes: Children, have ye any meat? John xxi. 15.
Does he provide forthem? Yes: for they thatseek
the Lord shall want no good thing, Ps. xxxiv. 10.
Does he correct them in love? Yes: For what son
is he whom the Father chasteneth not? Heb. xii. 7.
Does he hear their prayers? Yes: Your Fatherin
heaven will give good things to them that ask him,
Matt. vii. 11. Will he give them the inheritance of
sons? Yes: It is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom, Luke xii. 32. Will he bring
them all safe to it? Yes: He will gather together
the children of God that were scattered abroad, John
xi. 52. Will Christ present'them all to the Father?
Yes: Behold, I and the children which thou hast
given me, Heb. ii. 13.

6. Must all God’s children reverence him? Yes:
If I be a Father, where is my honour? Mal, i. 6.
Moust they obey him? Yes: as obedient children,
1 Pet. i. 14. Must they imitate him? Yes: Be ye
followers of God, as dear children, Eph. v.1. Must
they submit to him? Yes: Father, thy will be done,
Matt. xxvi. 42.

Q. 35. What is sanctification?

A, Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace,
whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the
image of God, and are enabled more and more to die
unto sin, and live unto righteousness.

1. Are all that are justified sanctified? Yes: for
Jesus Christ is made both righteousness and sancti-
fication, 1 Cor. i. 30. Is it necessary they should
be so? Yes: for without holiness no man shall
see the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. Did Christ die that they
might be sanctified ? Yes: For their sakes I sanc-
tify myself, that they also might be sanctified, John
xvii. 19, And was this the intention of their elec-
tion? Yes: He hath chosen you to salvation through
sanctification, 2 Thess. ii. 13.

2. Is sanctification the work of God?
are sanctified by God the Father, Jude 1.

Yes: We
Is it the



892

work of the Spirit of God? Yes: itis sanctification
of the Spirit, 1 Pet. i. 2. Isita work of free grace?
Yes: according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, Tit. iii. 5. Is it a work
wrought in us? Yes: for we are his workmanship,
created unto good works, Eph. ii. 10.

3. Is sanctification something more than being
civilized ?* Yes: for he is not a Jew, that is one
outwardly, Rom. ii. 28. Is it more than being bap-
tized? Yes : it is not the putting away the filth of
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience, 1
Pet. iii. 21. Is it an inward change of the heart?
Yes: we must be renewed in the spirit of our mind,
Eph. iv. 23. Is it the renovation of the whole man?
Yes: if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature,
2 Cor. v. 17. Will it suffice to have a new name ?
No: For thou hast a name that thou livest, and art
dead, Rev. iii. 1. Will it suffice to have a new face?
No: for there are those that have the form of godli-
ness, but deny the power of it, 2 Tim. iii. 5. Must
there be a new heart? Yes: A new heart will Igive
you, and a new spirit will I put within you, Ezek.
xxxvi. 26. And a new nature? Yes: Puton the
new man, Eph. iv. 24. And a new birth? Yes:
Excepta man be born again he cannot see the king-
dom of God, John iii. 3.

4. Must we be cleansed from sin? Yes: From all
your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse
you, Ezek. xxxvi. 25. Must we be consecrated to
God? Yes: for we are the temple of God, 1 Cor.
iii. 16. Must the law be written in the heart? Yes:
I will put-my law in their heart, Heb. viii. 10. Must
the understanding be enlightened? Yes: Anoint
thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayst see, Rev.
iii. 18. Must the heart be softened! Yes: I will
take away the stony heart, and give a heart of flesh,
Ezek. xi. 19. Mast the will be bowed? Yes: Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do? Acts ix. 6. Must
the affections be made spiritual? Yes: Set your
affections on things above, Col. iii. 2. Must the
body also be an instrument of holiness ? Yes: Pre-
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, Rom., xii. 1.

5. Must we be renewed after the image of God?
Yes: Put on the new man, which is renewed after
the image of him that created him, Col. iii. 10. And
after the pattern of Christ? Yes: for Christ must
be formed in us, Gal. iv. 19. Is sin mortified in all
that are sanctified? Yes: they that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh, Gal. v. 24. Is grace planted
in them? Yes: there is a well of water springing
up to eternal life, John iv. 14. Is this work perfect
at first? No: it is first the blade, then the ear, after
that the fall corn in the ear, Mark iv. 28.

6. Do all that are sanctified die unto sin? Yes:
Reckon ye yourselves dead unto sin, Rom. vi. 11.
Do they live unto righteousness? Yes: being dead
to sin, we live unto righteousness, 1 Pet. ii. 24. Are
they enabled to do so? Yes: for it is through the
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Spirit that we mortify the deeds of the body, Rom:.
viii. 13. And is the course of their conversation ac-
cordingly? Yes: they walk not after the flesh, bat |
after the Spirit, Rom. viii. 1. Is it our duty to sub-
mit to the Spirit as a sanctifier?! Yes: Walk in the ‘
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the works of the flesh, .
Gal. v. 16. And is the grace of God promised us

for this purpose? Yes: Sin shall not have dominion ‘
over you, Rom. vi. 14.

Q. 36. What are the benefits whick in this life do |
either accompany or flow from justification, adoption,
and sanctification ?

A. The benefits which in this life do either accom- |
pany or flow from justification, adoption, and sanc-
tification, are, assurance of God's love, peace of
conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace,

and perseverance therein to the end.

1. Are they that are justified happy in this life?
Yes: for being justified by faith, we have peace
with God, Rom. v. 1. And are they so that are
adopted? Yes: Beloved, now are we the sons of
God, 1 John iii. 2. And are they so that are sanc-
tified ? Yes: for to the pure all things are pure, Tit.
i. 15.

2. May they have an assurance of God’s love ?
Yes: Ye know that ye have eternal life, 1 John v.
13. Is the Spirit the author of that assurance?
Yes: the Spirit itself bears witness with our spirits,
that we are the children of God, Rom. viii. 16. Is
it wrought by evidences? Yes: hereby we know
that we know him, if we keep his commandments,
1 John ii. 3. Do all believers attain this assurance ?
No: some walk in darkness, and have no light,
Isa. 1. 10. But should they labour after it? Yes:
Show the same diligence unto the full assurance of
hope unto the end, Heb. vi. 11. And is it an un-
spcakable comfort? Yes: for the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts through the Holy Ghost,
Rom. v. 5. And is it just cause for triumph? Yes:
I know whom I have believed, 2 Tim. i. 12.

3. Is peace of conscience a precious privilege ?
Yes: for if our hearts condemn us not, then have
we confidence towards God, 1 John iii. 21. Is it the
fruit of grace? Yes: for the work of righteousness
shall be peace, and the effect of righteousness quiet-
ness and assurance for ever, Isa. xxxii. 17. Has
Christ left it as a legacy to his disciples? Yes:
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you,
John xiv. 27. Can those who are unjustified have
this peace? No: There is no peace, saith my God,
to the wicked, Isa. lvii. 21. Should those that arc
justified labour after it? Yes: Return to thy rest,
O my soul, Ps. cxvi. 7. Should this peace govern
us? Yes: Let the peace of God rule in your hearts,
Col. iii. 15. And will it preserve us? Yes: The
peace of God shall keep your hearts and minds,
Phil. iv. 7. And will it be our comfort in the day
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of evil? Yes: our rejoicing is this, the testimony
of our conscience, 2 Cor. i. 12. Is it thercfore our
interest to secare it? Yes: Herein do I exercise
myself, to have always a conscience void of offence,
Acts xxiv. 16.

4. May those who are justified have joy in the
Holy Ghost? Yes: for believing we rejoice with
joy unspeakable, and full of glory, 1 Pet. i. 8.
Have they cause for joy? Yes: for gladness is
sown for the upright in heart, Ps. xcvii. 11. Isit
their duty to rejoice? Yes: Rejoice in the Lord
always, and again I say, rejoice, Phil. iv. 4. Is it
their interest to rejoice? Yes: for the joy of the
Lord is their strength, Neh. viii. 10. May they re-
joice in all conditions: Yes: for we glory in tri-
bulations also, Rom. v.3. And is this a superlative
joy? Yes: it is gladness in the heart more than
in the time that their corn and wine increased,
Ps.iv. 7.

5. Is grace growing? Yes: He that hath clean
hands shall be stronger and stronger, Job xvii. 9.
Isit so in its natare? Yes: for it is as the shining
light, which shines more and more unto the perfect
day, Prov. iv. 18, Is it our duty to grow in grace?
Yes: Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 2 Pet. iii. 18. And
may we rest in what we have attained? No: but
press forward towards the mark, Phil. iii. 14. Is it
promised to all believers that they shall grow? Yes:
for to him that hath shall be given, Matt. xxv. 29.
Will the grace of God make them grow? Yes: I
vill be as the dew unto Israel, he shall grow as the
lily, Hos. xiv. 5.

6. Shall true believers persevere tothe end? Yes:
for be that hath begun a good work will perform it,
Phil. i. 8. 'Will hypocrites persevere? No: these
have no root, which for a while believe, and in time
of temptation fall away, Luake viii. 13. Does it ap-
pear by their apostasy that they never were sincere?
Yes: They went out from us because they were
notof us; for if they had been of us, they would
no doubt have continued with us, 1 Jobn ii. 19.
Buat shall any that are justified finally fall away ?
No: for whom he justified, them he glorified, Rom.
viii. 30. Is every fall a falling away? No: for
though he falls he shall not be utterly cast down, Ps.
xxxvii. 24. May the appearances of grace be lost?
Yes: From him shall be taken away even that
which he seemed to have, Luke viii. 18. But can
true grace be finally lost? No: it is that good part
which shall never be taken away, Luke x. 42. Will
God recal his gifts? No: the gifts and callings of
God are without repentance, Rom. xi. 20. Will he
secure them? Yes: we are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation, 1 Pet. i. 5. and
v.7. Is the perseverance of the saints secured by
the divine power? Yes: No man is able to pluck
them out of my Father's hands, John x. 29. And
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by the divine providence? Yes: for he will not
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able,
1 Cor. x. 13. And by the divine grace? Yes: I
will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall
not depart from me, Jer. xxxii. 40. And by the
intercession of Christ? Yes: I bhave prayed for
thee, that thy faith fail not, Luke xxii. 32. And by
the indwelling of the Spirit? Yes: The anointing
which you have received, abideth in you, 1 John ii.
27. And by the stability of the promise? Yes:
My covenant will I not break, Ps. Ixxxix. 34. May
they be secure then? No: Be not high-minded,
but fear, Rom. xi. 20. But may they be encou-
raged? Yes: He will preserve me to his heavenly
kingdom, 2 Tim. iv. 18.

Q. 37. What benefits do believers receive from
Christ at death ?

A. The souls of believers are at their death made
perfect in holiness, and do immediately pass into
glory ; and their bodies being still united to Christ,
do rest in their graves till the resurrection.

1. Is the happiness of believers confined to this
present life? No: if in this life only we have hope
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable, 1 Cor.
xv.19. Is the best of their happiness in this life?
No: for in the world ye shall have tribulation,
Jobn xvi. 33. Must they die as well as others?
Yes: it is appointed unto men once to die, Heb.
ix. 27. Moust the best and most useful die? Yes:
the righteous perisheth, and merciful men are taken
away, Isa. Ivii. 1, Ought they then to wait for it?
Yes: All the days of my appointed time will I wait,
till my change come, Job xiv. 14. And to prepare
for it? Yes: Therefore be ye also ready, Matt.
xxiv. 44.

2. Is death loss to a good Christian? No: forto.
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain, Phil. i. 21.
Should it therefore be a terror? No: for the right-
eous hath hope in his death, Prov, xiv. 33. Does
God tako special care of the death of his people?
Yes: for precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints, Ps. cxvi. 15. Is dcath in the
covenant? Yes: Allis yours, whether life or death,
1 Cor. iii. 22. Can it separate them from the love
of God? No: neither death nor life can do that,
Rom. viii. 38.

3. Are believers perfect in holiness in this life ?
No: I have not yet attained, neither am already per-
fect, Phil. iii. 12. Are their souls made perfect at
death? Yes: the spirits of just men are made
perfect, Heb. xii. 23. Are they delivered from sin?
Yes: he that is dead is freed from sin, Rom. vi. 7.
Are they made perfect in knowledge? Yes: Then
shall I know, even as also I am known, 1 Cor. xiii.
12. And perfect in holiness? Yes; for they are
come to the perfect man, to the measure of the sta-
ture of the fulness of Christ, Eph. iv, 13, Might



804
they pass into glory without being made perfect in
holiness? No: for corruption cannot inherit incor-
ruption, 1 Cor. xv. 50. Being made perfect in holi-
ness, are they confirmed in it? Yes: He that is
boly, let him be holy still, Rev. xxii. 11.

4. Do the souls of believers at death sleep with
their bodies? No: for when we are absent from
the body, we are present with the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 8.
Do they go to Christ? Yes: Having adesire to de-
part and to be with Christ, Phil. i. 23. And will
he receive them? Yes: Lord Jesus, receive my spi-
rit, Acts vii. 50. Shall they be where he is? Yes:
That where I am there ye may be also, John xiv. 3.
Will they be with him in heaven? Yes: We have
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens,
2 Cor. v. 1. Do they pass into this glory at death?
Yes: That when ye fail ye may be received into ever-
lasting habitations, Luke xvi. 9. Do they immedi-
ately pass into it? Yes: This day shalt thou be
with me in paradise, Luke xxiii. 43. Are they
guarded by angels thither? Yes: He was carried
by angels into Abraham’s bosom, Luke xvi. 22. Are
they happy then in their death? Yes: Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord, Rev. xiv. 13. Hap-
picr than in life? Yes: The day of their death is
better than the day of their birth, Eccl. vii. 1. And
is their end peace? Yes: Mark the perfect man,
and behold the upright, for the end of that man is
peace, Ps. xxxvii. 37.

5. Is death gain to the wicked man? No: for
when a wicked man dies, his expectation shall
perish, Prov. xi. 7. Isit therefore a terror to the
wicked ? Yes: This night thy soul shall be required
of thee, Luke xii. 20. Do the souls of the wicked
at death gointo torment? Yes : The rich man died,
and was buried, and in hell helift up his eyes, being
in torment, Luke xvi. 22, 23. Do they go away
under the guilt of their sins? Yes: If ye believe
not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins, John viii.
24. Isita fearfal thing to fall into the hands of
the living God? Yes: for our God is 2 consuming
fire, Heb. xii. 28. Are the souls of believers distin-
guished from them? Yes: But God will redeem
my soul from the power of the grave, Ps. xlix. 15.

6. Are the bodies of believers well provided for
atdeath? Yes: for the Lord is for the body, 1 Cor.
vi. 13. May they be cheerfully committed to the
grave? Yes: My flesh also shall rest in hope, Ps.
xvi. 9. Do they still remain united to Christ? Yes:
for they sleep in Jesus, 1 Thess. iv. 14. Do they
rest in their graves? Yes: for there the weary be
at rest, Job iii. 17. Is the grave a good Christian’s
bed? Yes: He shall enter into peace, they shall
rest in their beds, Isa. Ivii. 2. May the saints tri-
umph over the grave then? Yes: O grave, where
is thy victory ? 1 Cor. xv. 56. And need they to fear
no evilin it? No : for the sucking child shall play
upon the hole of the asp, Isa. xi. 8. Are all who
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are regenerate delivered from the second death!
Yes: Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection, on such the second death shall
have no power, Rev. xx. 6.

7. Shall the dead be raised again? Yes: there
shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the jusi
and of the unjust, Acts xxiv. 15. Shall the same
body be raised again?. Yes: Though after my skin
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see
God, Job xix. 26. Shall it be done by the powe:
of Christ? Yes: for as in Adam all die, so in
Christ shall all be made alive, 1 Cor. xv.22. Shali
there be a vast difference between the godly and the
wicked at the resurrection? Yes: for some shall
awake to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt, Dan. xii. 2. Has Christ him-
self assured us of this? Yes: the hour is coming
when all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
and shall come forth ; they that have done good unto
the resarrection of life, and they that have done evil
to the resurrection of condemnation, John v. 28, 29.
Is itcertain when this shall be? Yes: for he hath
appointed a day, Acts xvii. 31. Butisit known ta
us? No: for of that day and hour knoweth no
man, Mark xiii. 32.

Q. 38. What benefits do believers receive from Christ
at the resurrection ?

A. At the resurrection, believers being raised up
in glory, shall be openly acknowledged and acquit-
ted in the day of judgment, and made perfectly
blessed in the full enjoyment of God to all eternity.

1. Shall the dead bodies of believers be raised ?
Yes: For the dead shall be raised, 1 Cor. xv. 52.
Is it possible that the same body should return to
life again? Yes: Why should it seem a thing in-
credible with you that God should raise the dead?
Acts xxvi. 8. Is it certain that they shall be raised !
Yes: for if there be no resurrection of the dead, then
is Christ not risen, 1 Cor. xv. 13. Has Christ un-
dertaken for the resurrection of believers? Yes: X
am the resurrection and the life, John xi. 26. Are
they in error who deny it? Yes: Ye do err, not
knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God, Matt.
xxii. 29.

2. Shall the believer’s body be raised up in glory 1
Yes: it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory,
1 Cor. xv. 43. Shall it be the glory of Christ’s glo-
rified body? Yes: he shall change our vile bodies,
that they may be fashioned like unto his glorious
body, Phil. iii. 21. Shall they be mised by virtue
of their union with Christ? Yes: Together with my
dead body shall they arise, Isa. xxvi. 19. Shal|
they be raised to such a life as we now live? No:
for in the resurrection they ncither marry, nor are
given in marriage, Matt. xxii. 30. Shall they be
raised to an immortal life? Yes: for this mortal
must pat on immortality, 1 Cor. xv. 53. Shall they
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that are found alive be changed? Yes: Behold, I
show you a mystery, we shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, 1 Cor. xv. 51.

3. Shall all the saints at that day be brought to
Jesus Christ? Yes: at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ there shall be a gathering together unto
him, 2 Thess. ii. 1. Shall they be separated from
the wicked? Yes: as the Shepherd divideth the
sheep from the goats, Matt. xxv. 32. Shall all the
saints be then together? Yes: for he shall gather
his elect from the four winds, Matt. xxiv. 31. And
none but saints ? Yes: for he shall gather out of
his kingdom all things that offend, Matt. xiii. 41.
And saints made perfect? Yes: for then that which
is perfect is come, 1 Cor. xiii. 10. Shall they attend
upon Christ at his coming? Yes : Behold the Lord
cometh with ten thousands of his saints, Jude 14.
Shall they be assessors with him in his judgment ?
Yes: for the gaints shall judge the world, 1 Cor.
vi. 2,

4. Shall they be openly acknowledged in the day
of judgment? Yes: Him will I confess before my
Father which is in heaven, Matt. x. 32. Will God
own them as his own? Yes: They shall be mine,
saith the Lord, in that day when I make up my
jewels, Mal. iii. 17. And will that be their honour?
Yes: If any man serve me, him will my Father
bonoar, John xii.26. Shall they be openly acquit-
ted? Yes: for their sins shall be blotted out when
the times of refreshing come, Acts iii. 19.

5. Shall the wicked be condemned then? Yes:
he shall say to them on his left hand, Depart from
me. Shall they be sent away with a blessing? No:
Depart ye cursed. Shall they go into a place of
case? No: into fire. Into ordinary fire? No: into
fire prepared. Shall it be for a short time? No:
but into everlasting fire. Shallthey have good com-
pany? No: but the devil and his angels, Matt.
xxv. 41. Will the salvation of the saints aggravate
their condemnation? Yes: for they shall see Abra-
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of hea-
ven, Luke xiii. 28.

6. Shall the saints at the day of judgment be put
in possession of eternal life? Yes: the righteous
ioto life eternal, Matt. xxv. 46. Shall they be blest?
Yes: Come, ye blessed of my Father, Matt. xxv. 34,
Shall they be perfectly blessed? Yes: for in thy
presence is fulness of joy, Ps. xvi. 11. Shall there
be any sin in heaven? No: for they are as the
angels of God in heaven, Matt. xxii. 30. Shall there
be any sorrow there? No: for God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes, Rev. xxi. 4. Shall there
be any dying there? No: there shall be no more
death, Rev. xxi. 4.

7. Is heaven a place of rest? Yes: there remain-
eth a rest for the people of God, Heb. iv. 9. Isit
light? Yes: it is the inheritance of the saints in
light, Col. i. 12. Is it honour? Yes: it is a crown
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of glory that fades not away, 1 Pet, v. 4. 1Is it
wealth? Yes: itis an inheritance incorruptible, 1
Pet.i. 4. Is it joy? Yes: Enter thou into the joy
of thy Lord, Matt. xxv. 21.

8. 8hall we in heaven see God? Yes: when he
shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see
him as he is, 1 John iii. 2. Shall we see bim clearly ?
Yes: now we see through a glass darkly, but then
face to face, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. Shall we enjoy bim ?
Yes: God himself shall be with them, and be their
God, Rev. xxi. 3. Shall we be satisfied in the vision
and fruition of God ? Yes : I shall be satisfied when
I awake with thy likeness, Ps. xvii. 15. Shall this -
be everlasting? Yes: So shall we ever be with the
Lord, 1 Thess. iv. 17.

9. Is this happiness purchased? Yes: it is the
purchased possession, Eph. i. 14, Is it promised ?
Yes: it is eternal life which God, that cannot lie,
promised, Tit. i. 2. Is it sare to all good Christians?
Yes: even the poor in the world, if rich in faith, are
heirs of the kingdom, Jam. ii. 5. Should we not be
solicitous that it may be sure with us? Yes: What
shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? Luke
xviii. 18. Should we not then have it much in our
eye? Yes: for we look not at the things that are
seen, but the things that are not seen, 2 Cor. iv. 18.
And should we not be comforted and encouraged
with the prospect of it? Yes: for the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed, Rom. viii. 18.

Q. 39. What is the duty which God requires of
man ? .

A. The duty which God requires of man is obe-
dience to his revealed will.

1. Does God require duty of men? Yes: Now,
O Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee,
Deut. x. 12. Of every man? Yes: He that hath
ears to hear, let him hear, Matt. xiii. 9. Has he
authority to require duty? Yes: If I be a master,
where is my fear? Mal. i. 6. Is it fit he should rule
us? Yes: for we are his people, and the sheep of
his pasture, Ps. c. 3. Is it fit we should obey him?
Yes: for the borrower is servant to the lender,
and the fool is servant to the wise in heart, Prov.
xxii. 7. xi. 20. Ought we therefore to inquire what
our duty is? Yes: Teach me, O Lord, the way of
thy statates, Ps. cxix. 33.

2. Has God made known his will concerning our
duty? Yes: He showeth his word unto Jacob, his
statutes and his judgments unto Israel, Ps. cxlvii.
19. Are we to obey it? Yes: Thou shalt obey the
voice of the Lord thy God, and do his command-
ments, Deut. xxvii. 10. Is that obedience the con-
dition of our acceptance? Yes: Obey my voice,
and I will be your God, Jer. vii. 23. 1s obedience
to God reasonable? Yes: it is our reasonable ser-
vice, Rom. xii. 1. Is it easy? Yes: for his com-
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mandments are not grievous, 1 John v. 3. And will
it be acceptable? Yes: for to obey is better than
sacrifice, 1 Sam, xv. 22.

3. Must our obedience to God be sincere? Yes:
Fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity, and in
truth, Josh xxiv. 14. Must it be universal? Yes:
Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect
unto all thy commandments, Ps. cxix. 6. Mustit
be with delight? Yes: I delightin the law of God
after the inward man, Rom. vii. 22, Must it be
constant? Yes: Be thou in the fear of the Lord all
the day long, Prov. xxiii. 17. Must God’s commands
- take place of men’s? Yes: We ought to obey God
rather than man, Acts v. 29. and iv. 19.

4. Should we therefore labour to know the will of
God? Yes: Understand what the will of the Lord
is, Eph. v. 17. Are we to study his secret will?
No: for secret things belong notto us. But his re-
vealed will? Yes: for things revealed belong to
us, and to our children, that we may do all the words
of this law, Deut. xxix. 20. Is obedience to God’s
revealed will the whole duty of man? Yes: let us
hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep his commandments, for this is the whole
daty of man, Eccl. xii. 13.

Q. 40. What did God at first reveal to man for the
rule of his obedience.

A. The rule which God at first revealed to man
for his obedience, was the moral law.

1. Was the moral law revealed to man in inno-
cency? Yes: for God created man in his own
image, Gen. i. 27. Is it written in the heart of man ?
Yes : They show the work of the law written in their
heart, Rom. ii. 15. Is there then a law of nature?
Yes: Doth not even nature itself teach you ? 1 Cor.
xi. 14. Is that alawof God ? Yes: for he openeth
the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction, Job
xxxiii. 16. Does natural conscience enforce that
law? Yes: for the Gentiles which have not the
law, do by nature the things contained in the law,
Rom. ii. 14. Did the Gentiles sin by the breach of
thatlaw? Yes: what they know naturally, in these
things they corrupt themselves, Jude 10. And will
they be punished for the breach of it? Yes: they
that have sinned without law, shall perish without
law, Rom. ii. 12.

2. Has God given us the moral law more fully?
Yes: I have written unto them the great things of
my law, Hos. viii. 12. Are we under thatlaw as a
covenant? No: for 2 man is not justified by the
works of the law, Gal. ii. 16. Are we underitas a
rule? Yes: we are under the law to Christ, 1 Cor.
ix. 21.

3. Is the law of God very extensive? Yes: Thy
commandment is exceeding broad, Ps. cxix. 96.
And veryexcellent? Yes: the law is holy, and the
commandment is holy, and just, and good, Rom. vii.
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12. Is it admirable? Yes: Thy testimonies are
wonderful, Ps. cxix. 129. Isany thingunjust init?
No: I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things
to be right, Ps. cxix. 128. Is it beyond any other
law? Yes: what nation is there so great, thathath
statutes and judgments so righteous, Deat. iv. 8.

4. Does the law of God bind the inward man ?
Yes: for the law is spiritual, Rom. vii. 14. Doesit
forbid heart sins? Yes: Wash thy heart from wic-
kedness, Jer. iv. 14. Does it require heart service ?
Yes: My son, give me thy heart, Prov. xxiii. 26.
Does the law show us our way ? Yes: it is a light
to our feet, Ps. cxix. 105. Does it discover sin to
us? Yes: by the law is the knowledge of sin, Rom.
iii. 20. Does it warn us concerning sin and duty ?
Yes: by them is thy servant warned, Ps. xix. 11,
Does it show us the need of Christ? Yes: the law
was our school-master, to bring us to Christ, Gal.
iii. 24. And does Christ do that for us which the
law could not? Yes: Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness, Rom. x. 4.

5. Ougbt we to love the law of God? Yes: Ilove
thy commandments above gold, Ps. cxix. 127. And
to consult it upon all occasions? Yes: Thy testi-
monies are my delight, and my counsellors, v. 24.
And toconfirm it? Yes: We mast walk in the law
of the Lord, v. 1.

Q. 41. Where is the moral law summarily compre-
hended?

A. The moral law is summarily comprehended in
the ten commandments.

1. Was the moral law in force before the ten com-
mandments were given? Yes: for Abraham com-
manded his children to keep the way of the Lord,
Gen, xviii. 19. Was it at last summed up in these
commandments? Yes: for the law was given by
Moses, John i. 17. Was the law of the ten com-
mandments given first to Israel? Yes: He made
known his ways unto Moses, his acts to the children
of Israel, Ps. ciii. 7. But are they binding to us
now? Yes: for Christ came not to destroy the law
bat to fulfil, Matt. v. 17.

2. Did God himself give these commandments ?
Yes: from his right hand went a fiery law for them,
Deut. xxxiii. 2. Did God himself speak to them ?
Yes: Thou camest down upon Mount Sinai, and
spakest with them from heaven, Neh. ix. 13. Did
he use the ministry of angels therein? Yes: they
received the law by the disposition of angels, Acts
vii. 563. Did God himself write them? Yes: he
gave unto Moses two tables of testimony, tables of
stone, written with the finger of God, Exod. xxxi.
18.

3. Was the law given with much terror? Yes:
for it was given upon a mount that burned with fire,
and with blackness, and darkness, and tempest, Heb.
xii. 18. Was the sight terrible to Moses himself ?
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Yes: for he said, I exceedingly fear and quake,
Heb. xii. 21. Did it strike an awe upon the people?
Yes: for they said, All that the Lord hath said will
we do, and be obedient, Exod. xxiv. 7. And should
not we be awed by the consideration of it? Yes:
knowing the terror of the Lord, we persuade men,
2Cor. v. 11. Did the ten commandments include
the whole moral law? Yes: If thou wilt enter into
life, keep these commandments, Matt. xix. 17.

Q. 42. WaAat is the sum of the ten commandments?

A. The sum of the ten commandments is, to love
the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our
soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind,
and our neighbour as ourselves.

1. Is all the law summed up in a word? Yes:
all the law is falfilled in one word, Gal. v. 14. Is
that a short and sweet word? Yes : for it is love ;
love is the fulfilling of the law, Rom. xiii. 10.

2. Isit our duty to love God? Yes: Take good
leed to yourselves that ye love the Lord your God,
Josh. xxiii. 11. Must we love him with a sincere
love? Yes: Grace be with them that love him in
sincerity, Eph. vi. 24. And with a strong love?
Yes: My soal thirsteth for God, for the living God.
Ps. xlii. 2. And with a superlative love? Yes:
There is none upon earth that I desire besides thee,
Ps. Ixxiti. 25. And is all this included in the first
and great commandment? Yes: Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind ; thisis the first and
great commandment, Matt. xxii. 37, 38. And is
this the sum of our duty to God? Yes: for if any
man Jove God, the same is known of him, 1 Cor.
vili. 3. Must those who love God be careful to please
bhim? Yes: for this is the love of God, that we
keep his commandments, 1 John v. 3. And must
they be afraid to offend him? Yes: Ye that love
the Lord, hate evil, Ps. xcvii. 10. .

3. Is there good reason why we should thus love
God? Yes: Therefore thou shalt love the Lord thy
God, Deut. xi. 1. For is he most lovely in himself?
Yes: God is love, 1 Johniv. 8. And most loving to
us? Yes: we love him because he first loved us,
1 John iv. 19. Will he return our love? Yes: I
love those that love me, Prov. viii. 17. Will he re-
ward it in this world? Yes: all things shall work
together for good to them that love God, Rom. viii.
28. And in the other world? Yes: for eye hath
not seen what God hath prepared for them that love
him, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Will you then love God above
all? Yes: I will love thee, O Lord, my strength,
Ps. xviii. 1. And pray to God to give you grace to
love him? Yes: the Lord direct our hearts into his
love, 2 Thess. iii. 5.

4. Is it our duty to love our neighbour too? Yes:
He that loveth God, must love his brotber also, 1
Jobniv. 21. Can we pl:wnd to love God, if we do
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not love our neighbour? No: he that loveth not
his brother, whom he hath seen, how can he love
God, whom he hath not seen, 1 John iv. 20. Is this
the fulfilling of the law? Yes: all is comprehend-
ed in this saying, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself, Rom. xiii. 9. James ii. 8. Gal.v. 14. Isit
the second great commandment? Yes: the second
is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself, Matt. xxii, 39. Is it an old commandment?
Yes: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, I
am the Lord, Lev. xix. 18. Is it a new command-
ment? Yes: A new commandment I give unto you,
that ye love one another, John xiii. 34.

5. Must we have a respect for all men? Yes:
Honour all men, 1 Pet. ii. 17. Especially for all
good men? Yes: we must honour them that fear
the Lord, Ps. xv. 4. Must we esteem one another ?
Yes: Let each esteem other better than themselves,
Phil ii. 3. Must we sympathize with onc another ?
Yes: Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep
with them that weep, Rom. xii. 15. Must we please
one another? Yes: for even Christ pleased not
himself, Rom. xv. 2,3. Must we help one another ?
Yes: Bear ye one another’s burthens, Gal. vi. 2.
Maust we do good to one another? Yes: as we have
opportanity we must do good to all men, Gal. vi.
10. Must we pray for one another? Yes: Pray
one for another, that ye may be healed, James v. 16.
Must we love even our enemies? Yes: Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, Matt. v. 44.

6. Must you hurt nobody in word or deed? No:
A citizen of Sion doth not evil to his neighbour, nor
taketh up a reproach against his neighbour, Ps, xv.
3. Must you be true and just in all your dealings?
Yes : That which is altogether just shalt thou follow,
Deut. xvi. 20. Must you bear no malice or hatred
in your heart? No: for whosoever hateth his bro-
ther is a murderer, 1 John iii. 15.

7. Are we to love our neighbour as ourselves?
Yes: for we are members one of another, Eph. iv.
25. Astruly aswe love ourselves? Yes: Let love
be without dissimulation, Rom. xii.9. And as fruit-
fully? Yes: Not seeking my own profit, but the
profit of many, 1 Cor. x. 33. And as constantly as
welove ourselves? Yes: Let brotherly love continue,
Heb. xiii. 1. Ought we therefore to do as we would
be done by? Yes: Whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them, Matt. vii.
12. Should we in our places promote Christian
love? Yes: for every one that loveth is born of
God, 1 John iv. 7. And will this be our comfort?
Yes: Live in peace, and the God of love and peace
shall be with you, 2 Cor. xiii. 11.

Q. 43. Wahat is the preface to the ten command-
ments?

A. The preface to the ten commandments is in
these words, I am the Lord thy God, which brought
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thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.

1 Did God himself speak the ten commandments?
Yes: God spake all these words, saying, Exod. xx.
1. Was it fit they should be introduced with @
solemn preface? Yes: Hear, O heavens, and give
ear, O earth, for the Lord hath spoken, Isa. i. 2.
Did he therein assert his own authority? Yes: I
am-the Lord thy God. Did he remind them of the
great things he had lately done for them? Yes: I
am the Lord thy God, from the land of Egypt, Hos.
xii. 9.

2. Was the condition of 1srael in Egypt very miser-
able? Yes: for the Egyptians made them to serve
with rigour, Exod. i. 13. Did Ged bring them out
of Egypt? Yes: He brought Israel from among
them, for his mercy endureth for ever, Ps. cxxxvi.
11. Did he do it miracalously? Yes: With a
strong hand, and a stretched-out arm, for his mercy
endureth for ever, v. 12. Did this oblige them to
keep his commandments? Yes: When I brought
them out of the land of Egypt, I said, Obey my voice,
Jer. vii. 22, 23. But does this concern us? Yes:
for unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto
them, Heb. iv. 2. For is God the God of the Jews
only? Is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes: of the
Gentiles also, Rom. iii. 29.

Q. 44. What does the preface to the ten command-
ments teach us?

A. The preface to the ten commandments teaches
us, that because God is the Lord, and our God, and
Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all God’s
commandments,

1. Is God the Lord Jehovah? Yes: I am the
Lord, that is my name, Isa. xlii. 8. Isthata reason
why we should keep his commandments? Yes: Ye
shall observe all my statutes, and do them, I am the
Lord, Lev. xix. 37. Is he our God? Yes: He is
thy praise, and he is thy God, Deut. x. 21. Is that
a reason why we should keep his commandments?
Yes: for all people will walk every one in the name
of their God, Mic. iv: 5. Ps. xcv. 7.

2. Ishe our Redeemer? Yes: Thou, O Lord, art
our Father, our Redeemer, Isa. Ixiii. 16. Has he
redeemed us from outward troubles? Yes: Behold,
the Lord hath kept me alive, Josh. xiv. 10. And are
we therefore bound to keep his commandments?
Yes: Truly, I am thy servant, thou hast loosed my |
bonds, Ps. cxvi. 16. And are we very ungrateful if
we donot? Yes: Now thou hast given us such de-
liverance as this, should we again break thy com-
mandments? Ezra ix. 13, 14.

3. Has God brought us out of a spiritnal Egypt?
Yes: for Christ proclaims liberty to the captives,
Isa. Ixi. 1. Are we delivered from the bonds of

sin? Yes: He shall redeem Israel from all their in-
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iquities, Ps. ¢xxx. 8. And is our delizerance by
Christ greater than theirs out of Egypt? Yes: for
if the Son make you free, then you shall be free in-
deed, John viii. 36. And are we therefore bound to
keep all his commandments? Yes: for we are de-
livered out of the hands of our enemies, that we
might serve him, Luke i. 74, 75. And was this the
design of our redemption? Yes: He gave himselt
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, Tit.
ii. 14. Is there then all the reason in the world why
we should be religious? Yes: Come now, and let
us reason together, saith the Lord, Isa. i. 18.

Q. 45. What is the first commandment 2
A. The first commandment is, Thou shalt have no
other gods before me.

1. Is it an essential duty of religion to worship
God? Yes: for those have no hope that are with-
out God in the world, Epb. ii. 12. Are we concern-
ed to be right in the object of our worship? Yes:
‘We must know what we worship, John iv. 22. Does
the first commandment direct us in this? Yes:
for the first of all the commandments is this, Hear,
O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord, Mark xii. 29.

2. Does God lay a stress upon our having him for
our God? Yes: Hear, O my people, and I will
speak ; I am God, even thy God, Ps. 1. 7. Andupon
our having himonly ? Yes: Hear, O my people, and
I will testify unto thee ; there shall no strange god
be in thee, neither shalt thou worship any strange
god, Ps. Ixxxi. 8, 9. Did Israel need this com-
mandment? Yes: for their fathers served other
gods, Josh. xxiv. 2. And were they tempted to
serve other gods? Yes: the gods of the people that
were round about them, Deut. xiii. 7.

Q. 36. WRat is required in the first commandment ?

A. The first commandment requires us to know
and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and
our God, and to worship and glorify him accord-
ingly.

1. Does that which forbids us to have any other
gods, require us to have the true God? Yes:
Put away the strange gods, and serve the Lord only,
1 Sam. vii. 3. 4. Is it our duty to acknowledge
God? Yes: The Lord he is God, the Lord he is
God, 1 Kings xviii.39. And must we acknowledge
him to be the only true God? Yes: Thou art the
God, even thou alone, 2 Kings xix. 15.

2. Is it our duty to acquaint ourselves with him?
Yes: Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at
peace, Job xxii. 21. Must we grow in that ac-
quaintance? Yes: increasing in the knowledge of
God, Col. i. 10. And may we attain to it? Yes:
then shall we know, if we follow on to know the
Lord, Hos. vi. 3.

3. Must we accept of God for our God? Yes:
Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to be thy God,
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Deat. xxvi. 17, 18. And must we join ourselves to
him? Yes: Come, and let us join ourselves to the
Lord in an everlasting covenant, Jer. 1. 5. And
consent to be his? Yes: O Lord, truly I am thy
servant, I am thy servant, Ps. cxvi. 16. Must we
take God the Father to be our chief good and high-
estend? Yes: O God, thou art my God, Ps. Ixiii.
1. And God the fon to be our Prince and Saviour?
Yes: My Lord and my God, Jobn xx. 28. And
God the Holy Ghost to be our sanctifier, teacher,
guide, and comforter? Yes: for they that are led
by the Spirit of God, are the sons of God, Rom. viii.
14. Must we renounce all others? Yes: For by
thee only will we make mention of thy name, Isa.
xxvi. 13. Must we do this deliberately? Yes:
Choase ye this day whom ye will serve, Josh. xxiv.
15 Must we do it solemnly? Yes: One shall say,
| am the Lord’s, and another shall subscribe with
his hand unto the Lord, Isa. xliv. 5. Must we do
it resolutely? Yes: Nay, but we will serve the
Lord, Josh. xxiv. 21. May we be at liberty to change
our Master? No: but with purpose of heart must
cleave to the Lord, Acts xi. 23.

4. When we have avouched the Lord for our God,
mast we apply ourselves to him? Yes: If the Lord
be God, then follow him,1 Kings xviii.21. Must
we glorify him accordingly? Yes: Give unto the
Lord the glory due unto his name, Ps. xxix. 2, Must
we worship him? Yes: Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him ounly shalt thou serve, Matt.
iv. 10. Mast we worship him with inward worship ?
Yes: we must serve him with our spirits, Rom. i. 9.
Is that the worship he requires? Yes: for such the
Father seeks to worship him, John iv. 23.

5. Must we remember God? Yes: Remember
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, Eccl. xii. 1.
And think of him with delight? Yes: My medita-
tion of him shall be sweet, Ps. civ. 34. Must we
adorc and admire him? Yes: Who is like unto
thee, O Lord, among the gods? Exod. xv. 11. Must
we fear him above all? Yes: Let him be your fear,
and let him be your dread, Isa. viii. 13. And rever-
ence him? Yes: heis to be had in reverence of
all them that are about him, Ps. Ixxxix. 7. Must
ve submit to his word? Yes: Speak, Lord, for thy
servant hears, 1 Sam., iii. 9. And submit to his will?
Yes: It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him
good, v. 18.

6. Must we love God above all? Yes: O love
the Lord all ye his saints, Ps. xxxi. 23. Must our
desire be towards him? Yes: So panteth my soul
after thee, O God, Ps. xlii. 1. Mauast our delight be
inhim? Yes: Delight thyself always in the Lord,
Ps, xxxvii. 4, Must our dependence be upon him?
Yes: In thee, O Lord, do I put my trust, Ps.
xxxi. 1.

7. Must we live a life of communion with God?
Yes: Mine eyes are ?’ver 2tovnu'ds the Lord, Ps. xxv.
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15. And a life of complacencyin him? Yes: Re-
joice in the Lord always, Phil. iv. 4. And a life of
conformity to him? Yes: Be ye holy, for I am holy,
1 Pet. i. 16. And a life of confidence in him? Yes:
Commit thy way anto the Lord, Ps. xxxvii. 5. And
a life of regard to him? Yes: In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, Prov. iii. 6. Must our hearts go
out towards him? Yes: Unto thee, O Lord, do I
lift up my soul, Ps. xxv. 1. And must we have him
alwaysin our eye? Yes: I have set the Lord always
before me, Ps. xvi. 8. And must we walk with him
in the whole course of our conversation? Yes: as
Enoch walked with God, Gen. v. 24. And is this
inward worship the life of religion? Yes: it is
better than all burnt-offerings and sacrifices, Mark
xii. 33.

Q. 47. Wahat is forbidden in the first commandment ?

A. The first conmandment forbiddeth the deny-
ing, or not worshipping and glorifying, the true
God, as God, and our God ; and the giving of that
worship and glory to any other which is due to bim
alone.

1. Is it a great sin to deny the being of God?
Yes: The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God,
Ps. xiv. 1. Or to deny his omniscience ? Yes : They
say, The Lord shall not see, Ps. xciv. 7. Or to deny
his jastice? Yes: He hath said in his heart, Thou
wilt not require it, Ps.x. 13. Orhis holiness? Yes:
Thou thoughtest that I was altogether such a one as
thyself, Ps. 1. 21. Or his goodness? Yes: I knew
thee to be a hard man, Matt. xxv. 24. Or his faith-
fulness? Yes: Where is the promise of his coming?
2 Pet. iii. 4. Isita sin to question God’s provi-
dence? Yes: Is the Lord among us? or is he not?
Exod. xvii. 7. Or to question his power? Yes:
Can God farnish a table in the wilderness, Ps.
Ixxviii. 19. And is there such a thing as practical
atheism? Yes: They profess that they know God,
but in works they deny him, Tit. i. 16.

2. Isit a great sin to be ignorant of God? Yes:
Some have not the knowledge of God ; I speak it to
your shame, 1 Cor. xv. 34. Is ita damning sin?
Yes: He shall take vengeance on them that know
not God, 2 Thess. i. 8. Is it the cause of all other
sins? Yes: There is neither truth, nor mercy, nor
knowledge of God, in the land, Hos. iv. 1. Isit a
great sin to forget God? Yes: Thou hast forgotten
the God that formed thee, Deut. xxxii. 18. And to
cast off the fear of him? Yes: There is no fear of
God before his eyes, Ps. xxxvi. 1. And to live
without prayer? Yes: Thou hast not called upon
me, O Jacob, Isa. xliii. 22. And not to glorify him?
Yes: The God in whose hand thy breath is, hast
thou not glorified, Dan. v. 23.

3. Is all distrust of God a sin? Yes: the evil
heart of unbelief departs from the living God, Heb.
iii. 12. And tempting God? Yes: Thou shalt not
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tempt the Lord  thy God, Matt. iv. 7. And all the
coldness of our love to him? Yes: But their heart
is far from me, Matt. xv. 8. Does this command-
ment forbid all ungodliness? Yes: for the wrath
of God is revealed against all ungodliness, Rom. i.
18. Andall idolatry? Yes: Little children, keep
yourselves from idols, 1 John v. 21.

3. Had the Gentiles other gods besides the true
God? Yes: they had gods many, and lords many,
1 Cor. viii. 5. And were those gods devils? Yes:
they sacrificed to devils, and not to God, 1 Cor. x.
20. May we have communion with them? No:
I would not that ye should have fellowship with
devils, 1 Cor. x. 20. Have those fellowship with
them who consult with witches? Yes: Isitbecause
there is not a God in Israel, that thou goest to in-
quire of Beelzebub, the god of Ekron, 2 Kings i. 3.
Did the Gentiles multiply their gods? Yes: Accord-
ing to the number of thy cities are thy gods, Jer.
ii. 28. Were they gods of their own making? Yes:
And they that make them are like unto them, Ps.
cxv. 8. Was not that a great affront to the living
God? Yes: They changed the truth of God into
a lie, Rom. i. 25.

5. Is there not such a thing as spiritual idolatry ?
Yes: These men have set up their idols in their
hearts, Ezek. xiv. 4. Is it idelatry to make a god of
our appetites? Yes: Whose god is their belly,
Phil. iii. 19. Or a god of our money? Yes: for
covetousness is idolatry, Col. iii. 5. May we give
that respect to any creature which is due to God
alone? No: for his glory he will not give to an-
other, Isa. xlii. 8. Is it therefore a sin to love them
more than God? Yecs: He that loveth father or
mother more than me, is not worthy of me, Matt. x.
37. Andtotrustinthem? Yes: Cursed is the man
that trusteth in man, Jer. xvii. 5, Is this spiritual
adultery? Yes: She went after her lovers, and for-
gat me, saith the Lord, Hos. ii. 13. ’

Q. 48. What are we especially taught by these
words, [before me,] in the first commandment ?

A. These words, [before me,] in the first com-
mandment, teach us, that God, who seeth all things,
takes notice of, and is much displeased with, the
sin of having any other God.

1. Are we always in God’s sight? Yes: Thou
knowest my down-sitting, and my up-rising, Ps.
cxxxix. 2. Areall our actions in his sight? Yes:
All my ways are before thee, Ps. cxix. 168. Does
he take notice of them? Yes: he pondereth all our
goings, Prov. v. 21.

2. Are all our good works before him? Yes: I
know thy work, and thy labour, and thy patience,
Rev. ii. 2. Does he know all our inward worship
of him? Yes: The Lord hearkened. and heard
those that thought on his name, Mal. iii. 16. And
should that encourage us to have him for our God?
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Yes: for your Father sees in secret, and will reward
openly, Matt. vi. 4.

3. Are all our evil works before him? Yes: He
sets our iniquities before him, Ps. xc. 8. Is the
having of other gods oftentimes a secretsin? Yes:
They do it in the dark, and say, The Lord sees
us not, Exod. viii. 12. But does God see? Yes:
He that formed the eye, shall he not see it? Ps.
xciv. 9. Does he take notice of all our neglects of
him? Yes: if we have forgotten the name of our
God he knows it. And does he take notice of all
our inclinations to other gods? Yes: if we have
stretched out our hands to a strange god, shall not
God search this out? Ps. xliv. 20, 21. And is he
much displeased with secret idolatry? Yes: Seest
thou the great abominations that they commit?
Ezek. viii.6. And should this oblige us to be faith-
ful to him? Yes: for the Lord searcheth all hearts,
1 Chron. xxviii. 9.

Q. 49. WRat is the second commandment ?

A. The second commandment is, Thou shalt not
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of
any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the
earth beneath; or that is in the water under the earth;
thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve
them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children,
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate
me, and showing mercy unto thousands of them that
love me, and keep my commandments.

1. Does the second commandment concern the or-
dinances of God’s worship, as the first object of it?
Yes : Therefore ye shall keep mine ordinances, Lev.
xviii. 10. Was it requisite there should be a law
concerning them? Yes: Lest ye say, How did these
nations serve their gods? so will I do likewise,
Deut. xii. 30. Is this binding to us now? Yes:
Dearly beloved, flee from idolatry, 1 Cor. x. 14. Are
we Christians forbidden to worship images? Yes:
That they should not worship idols of gold, and sil-
ver, and brass, and stone, Rev. ix. 20.

2. Does this conmandment forbid the making of
images fora religious use? Yes: Cursed be the man
that maketh any graven image, Deut. xxvii. 15.
Does it forbid the making an image of what is in
heaven above? Yes: Lest thou lift up thine eyes
unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the
moon, and the stars, shouldst be driven to worship
them, Deut. iv. 19. Or on earth beneath? Yes:
As they changed their glory into the similitude of an
ox, Ps. cvi. 20. Or in the waters under the earth?
Yes: As they made the likeness of creeping things,
Rom. i. 23.

3. Does it forbid us to bow down to them? Yes:
Shall I bow down to the stock of a tree? Isa. xliv.
19. Orto worship them? ¥Yes: Thou shalt worship
no other God, Exod. xxxiv. 14. Or to show any re-
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respect to them ?  Yes: I will take away the names
of Baalim out of their mouth, Hos. ii. 17. Was it re-
quisite this commandment should be thus enlarged ?
Yes: Precept must be upon precept, and line upon
line, Isa. xxviii. 10. And that it should be backed
with many reasons? Yes: for they are mad upon
their idols, Jer. 1. 38.

Q. 50. What is required in the second command-
ment ?

A. The second commandment requires the receiv-
ing, observing, and keeping pure and entire all such
religious worship and ordinances as God has ap-
pointed in his word.

1. Is it our duty solemnly to worship God? Yes:
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, Matt. iv. 10.
Do we thereby Lonour him? Yes: we give unto
him the glory due unto his name, Ps. xxix.2. Does
the light of nature teach us to worship God ? Yes:
they cried every man unto his god, Jonah i. 5. But
does it teach us sufficiently how to worship him?
No: Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, Acts
xvii. 23. Has God in his word appointed us in
what way to worship him? Yes: for this was or-
dained in Joseph for a testimony, Ps. Ixxxi. 5.
And must we worship him in the appointed way?
Yes: See thou make all things according to the
pattern showed thee, Heb. viii. 5.

2. Are we to receive such ordinances as God has
appointed ? Yes: The Lord our God will we serve,
and his voice will we obey, Josh. xxiv. 24. Should
we labour to understand them? Yes: What mean
ye by this service? Exod. xii. 26. And are we to
observe them? Yes: Observe all things whatsoever
Ihave commanded you, Matt. xxviii. 20. And to
observe them daly? Yes: as the duty of every day
requires, Ezra iii. 4. ’

3. Are weto keep God’s ordinances? Yes: That
food thing which was committed to thee, keep, 2
Tim. i. 14. Are we to keep them carcfully? Yes:
Keep them as the apple of thine eye, Prov. vii. 3.
Must we keep them pure without corruption? Yes:
Add thou not to his words, Prov. xxx. 6. And
eatire, without diminution? Yes: We must walk in
all the ordinances of the Lord, Luke i. 6. May we
neither add nor diminish? No: Thou shalt neither
add thereto, mor diminish from it, Deut. xii. 32.

4. Must we worship God in the spirit? Yes: We
are the circamcision that worship God in the spirit,
Phil. jii. 3. Must we be inward with God in every
service? Yes : for bodily exercise profiteth little,
1Tim, jv. 8. Is ignorance the mother of devotion?
No: for if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not
ovil? Mal. i. 8. Ts it the mother of destruction ?
Yes: My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge,

Hos. iv. 6.

5. Ought we to have an eye to the word of God in

ourrcligious worship? Yes: for whatsoever is not
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of faith is sin, Rom. xiv. 23. And to glorify God
init? Yes: I will be sanctified in them that come
nigh unto me, Lev. x. 3 And ought we to shun
all idolatrous worships? Yes: For I would not
that ye should have fellowship with devils, 1 Cor.
X. 20. :

Q. 61. What is forbidden in the second command-
ment ?

A. The second commandment forbids the wor-
shipping of God by images, or any other way not
appointed in his word?

1. Isit a sin to worship the true God by images ?
Yes: for it changes the truth of God into a lie, Rom.
i.25. Are not images laymen’s books? No: for
an image is a teacher of lies, Hab. ii. 18. Is it pos-
sible to make an image of God? No: we ought
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or
silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device,
Acts xvii. 20. Do we know what to represent God
by? No: To whom then will ye liken God ? Isa.
xl. 18. Do they that pretend to it put a great af-
front upon him? Yes: for they change the glory of
the incorruptible God into an image made like to
corruptible man, Rom. i. 23.

2. May we worship Christ by an image? No:
For though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet
now henceforth know we him no more, 2 Cor. v. 16.
Is it idolatry to worship the consecrated host? Yes:
for it is bread which we break, 1 Cor. x. 16. Isit
idolatry to pray to saints and angels? Yes: See
thou do it not, but worship God, Rev. xix, 10. and
xxii. 9.

3. Must we be careful to avoid all appearances of
idolatry? Yes: Take ye therefore good heed to
yourselves, lest ye corrupt yourselves, Deut. iv. 15.
Should we choose to die rather than worship images?
Yes: But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, we
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up, Dan. iii. 18.

4. Is it a sin to worship God in any way not ap-
pointed in his word? Yes: In vain do they wor-
ship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men, Matt. xv.9. May we ourseclves invent or-
dinances of worship? No: They went a whoring
with their own inventions, Ps. cvi. 39. Is it not
enough if what we invent is not forbidden? No:
They offered a strange fire before the Lord, which he
commanded them not, Lev. x. 1. Is it a sin to de-
spise any of God’s ordinances? Yes: Ye said also,
Behold what a weariness is it! Mal.i. 13. Or to
be careless in our attendance upon them? Yes:
Cursed be the deceiver that hath in his flock a male,
and vows and sacrifices to the Lord a corrupt thing,
Mal. i. 14. Are they spiritual idolaters who make
images of God in their fancy? Yes: they are vain
in their imaginations, and their foolish heart is
darkened, Rom. i. 21.
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Q. 52. What are the reasons annexed to the second
commandment ?

A. The reasons annexed to the second command-
ment, are God’s sovereignty over us, his property in
us, and the zeal he has to his own worship.

1. Is there good reason why we should take heed
of idolatry? Yes: Turn ye not to idols, neither
make to yourselves molten gods, I am the Lord your
God, Lev. xix. 4. Has God a sovereignty over us?
Yes: for he is a great God, and a great King above
all gods, Ps. xcv. 3. Ought we therefore to worship
him, as he has appointed us? Yes: O come let us
worship, and bow down, and kneel before the Lord
our Maker, Ps. xcv. 6. And not to worship idols?
Yes: for they can do neither good nor evil, Isa. xli.
23.

2. Has God a property in us? Yes: for we are
the people of his pasture, Ps. xcv. 7. Ought we
therefore to worship him? Yes: He is thy Lord,
and worship thou him, Ps. xlv. 11. And not to
worship other gods? Yes : for hath a nation changed
their gods? Jer. ii. 11.

3. Is God jealous in the matters of his worship?
Yes: The Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jcalous
God, Exod. xxxiv. 14. Is he much displeased with
those who corrupt it? Yes: They provoked the
Lord God of Israel to anger with their vanities, 1
Kings xvi. 13. Do those who do sohate him? Yes:
Idolaters are haters of God, Rom. i. 25, 30. Will
he visit their iniquity? Yes: In the day when I
visit, I will visit their sin upon them, Exod. xxxii.
34. Will be visit it upon the children? Yes: Our
fathers sinned, and are not, and we have borne their
iniquities, Lam. v.7. And is it just with him to do
so? Yes: for they are the children of whoredoms,
Hos. ii. 4. But will he visit it for ever? No: but
to the third and fourth generation, Exod. xxxiv. 7.

4. Will those who love God keep his command-
ments? Yes: If ye keep my commandments, ye
shall abide in my love, John xv. 10. Will he show
mercy to such? Yes: for he hath said, I love them
that love me, Prov. viii. 17. Will he show mercy
to thousands of such? Yes: for the mercy of the
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting, Ps. ciii. 17.

Q. 63. What is the third commandment ?

A. The third commandment is, Thou shalt not take
the name of the Lord thy God in vain ; for the Lord
will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in
vain,

1. Does the third commandment concern the man-
ner of our worshipping God? Yes: That we serve
the Lord with fear, Ps.ii. 11. Is it enough that we
seek God in a due ordinance? No: but we must
seek him after the due order, 1 Chron, xv. 13.

2. Is God’s name all that whereby he makes him-
self known? Yes: He proclaimed the name of the
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Lord, Exod. xxxiv. 5. Ought we to make use of
his name? Yes: By thee only will we make men-
tion of thy name, Isa. xxvi. 13. And to take heed
of abusing it? Yes: Neither shalt thou profane the
name of thy God, I am the Lord, Lev. xviii. 21.

Q. 54. What is required in the third commandment?

A. The third commandment requires a holy and
reverent use of God’s names, titles, attributes, ordi-
nances, word, and works.

1. Does this commandment require us to glorify
the name of God? Yes: They shall worship before
thee, O Lord, and shall glorify thy name, Ps. Ixxxvi.
9. Are we to think of God’s name with seriousness?
Yes: They feared the Lord, and thought upon his
name, Mal. iii. 16. Are we to speak of it with re-
verence? Yes: For God is in heaven, and thou
upon earth, therefore let thy words be few, Eccl. v.
2. Are we to call apon his name with a holy awe ?
Yes: for we that are but dust and ashes speak to
the Lord of glory, Gen. xviii. 27. Are we to worship
God reverently in every religious duty? Yes: We
must serve him acceptably, with reverence and godly
fear, Heb, xii. 28. And is theregood reason for it?
Yes: for our God is a consuming fire, Heb. xii. 29.
Ought we to behave ourselves very reverently in pub-
lic worship? Yes: for God is greatly to be feared
in the assembly of his saints, and to be had in re-
verence of all them that are about him, Ps.
Ixxxix. 7.

2. Must we be holy in worshipping God? Yes:
‘Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, Ps. xcvi.
9. Must we be holy in prayer and praise? Yes:
lifting up holy hands, 1 Tim. ii. 8. Must our thoughts
be fixed ? Yes: O God, my heart is fixed, Ps. cviii.
1. Must pious and devout affections be working in
us? Yes: we must be fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord, Rom. xii. 11. Must we be very humble in
our approachesto God? Yes: as the publican that
stood afar off, and would not so much as lift up his
eyes to heaven, Luke xviii. 13,

3. Must we give glory to God in his word? Yes:
for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name,
Ps. cxxxviii. 2. Must we hear it with reverence?
Yes: We are all here present before God, to hear
all things that are commanded thee of God, Acts x.
33. Must we give glory to God in swearing when
we are called to it> Yes: Thou shalt fear the Lord
thy God, and shalt swear by his name, Deut. vi. 13.
Must we be cautious in swearing? Yes: we must
fear an oath, Eccl. ix. 2. Must we be conscientious
in swearing? Yes: Thou shalt swear in truth, in
judgment, and in righteousness, Jer. iv. 2. Must
we give glory to God in vowing ? Yes: Vow and pay
unto the Lord your God, Ps. Ixxvi. 11.

4. Must we glorify God in his great works?> Yes:
we must magnify his works which men behold, Job
xxxvi, 4. And must we glorify him by our good



A SCRIPTURE CATECHISM,

- works? Yes: Let every one that names the name
- of Christ depart from iniquity, 2 Tim. ii. 19.

Q. 55. WAat is forbidden in the third command-
" ment #
A. The third commandment forbids all profaning
or abusing of any thing whereby God makes himself
known.

1. Do all hypocrites take God’s name in vain?
Yes: for they make mention of the God of Israel,
bat not in truth and righteousness, Isa. xlviii. 1. Do
they therefore profane that name? Yes: for the
name of God is blasphemed through them, Rom. ii.
24. Do hypocritical worshippers take God’s name in
vain? Yes: for with their mouth they show much
love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness,
Ezek. xxxiii. 31. And is their seeming religion a
vain religion? Yes: That man’s religion is vain,
James i. 26. Can it be pleasing to God? No:
Bring no more vain oblations, Isa. i. 11,13. Canit
be profitable to themselves? No: for they receive
the grace of God in vain, 2 Cor. vi.1. Do covenant-
breakers take God’s name in vain? Yes: for they
lie unto him with their tongues, Ps. Ixxviii. 36.

2. Is it a sin against this conmandment to use the
name of God lightly and carelessly ? Yes: Forthou
shalt fear this glorious and fearful name, the Lord
thy God, Deut. xxviii. 58. Will God’s friends thus
affront hhm? No: Thine enemies take thy name
in vain, Ps. cxxxix. 20. Is it the character of the
wicked? Yes: Thou art near in their mouth, and
far from their reins, Jer. xii. 2.

3. Is it a sin against this commandment to swear
rashly? Yes: Above all things, my brethren, swear
not,Jam.v.12. Isita sin toswearby creatures? Yes:
whether by heaven, or by the earth, or by the bead,
Matt. v. 34—36. Must our communication be yea,
yea,and nay, nay? Yes: for whatsoever is more than
these cometh of evil, Matt, v. 37. Is it a sin to
swear falsely? Yes: Thou shalt not forswear thyself,
Matt. v. 33. Is prophane swearing a great sin?
Yes: for it blasphemes that worthy name by which
we are called, Jam. ii. 7. Is itan inexcasable sin?
Yes : for they transgress without cause, Ps. xxv. 3.
Does it bring judgments upon families? Yes: for
the curse shall enter into the house of him that
swears falsely, and shall consume it, Zech. v. 4.
And upon nations? Yes: because of swearing the
land mourns, Jer. xxiii. 10.

4. Isita sin against this commandment to jest
with the word of God? Yes: Be ye not mockers,
lest your bands be made strong, Isa. xxviii. 22. Or
to use it as a charm? Yes: As those exorcists
which said, We adjure you by Jesus, whom Paul
preacheth, Acts xix. 13. Is it a sin to put a slight
upon sacred things? Yes: Ye have profaned my
name, in that ye say, The table of the Lord is con-
temptible, Mal. i. 12.

903

Q. 56. What is the reason annexed to the third com-
mandment ?

A. The reason annexed to the third command-
ment is, that however the breakers of this command-
ment may escape punishment from men, yet the
Lord our God will not suffer them to escape his
righteoas judgment.

1. Do the breakers of the third commandment
commonly escape punishment from men? Yes:
for men hear the voice of swearing, and utter it not,
Lev. v. 1. And do they fancy they shall escape
God’s judgments? Yes: the wicked contemn God,
and yet say in their heart, he will not require it, Ps.
x. 13. But shall they escape God’s judgments?
No: Be not deceived, God is not mocked, Gal. vi. 7.

2. Shall those who profane God’s holy name
escape his righteous judgments? No: The Lord
will make their plagues wonderful, Deut. xxviii. 59.
Shall hypocrites escape them? No: Woe unto you
scribes and pharisees, hypocrites, Matt, xxiii. 13.
Shall scoffers escape them? No: for they shall
be broken, and snared, and taken, Isa. xxviii. 13.
Shall covenant breakers escape them ? No: Seeing
he despised the oath, by breaking the covenant, he
shall not escape, Ezek. xvii. 18.

3. Shall swearers go unpunished? No: for he
that sweareth shall be cut off, Zech. v. 3. Shall
they who use God’s name vainly go unpunished ?
No: for every idle word that men speak they must
give account, Matt. xii. 36. And shall their words
be witnesses against them? Yes: God shall cause
their own tongues to fall upon them, Ps. Ixiv. 8.

Q. 57. What is the fourth commandment ?

A. The fourth commandment is, Remember the
sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou
Iabour, and do all thy work : but the seventh day is
the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,
thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle,
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: for in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day;
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it.

1. Does the fourth commandment concern the
time of worship? Yes: for there is a time to every
purpose, Eccl. iii. 1. Must our worship be confined
to that time? No: for we must pray always, Eph.
vi. 18. But is that appointed for the certain time ?
Yes: Blow up the trumpet in the time appointed,
Ps. 1xxxi. 3. Isit the will of God we should take
special notice of thiscommand? Yes: for hehas said,
Remember it. Are we apt to forget it? Yes: they
bave hid their eyes from my sabbaths, Ezek. xxii. 26.

2. Must we keep holy the sabbath day? Yes:
Kcep the sabbath day to sanctify it, Deut.v. 12. Is
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a sabbath a day of rest? Yes: Itshall be a sabbath
of rest unto you, Lev. xvi. 31. Must we labour the
six days, and do all our work ? Yes : Forin the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread, Gen. iii. 19. But
is not work for God part of our work? Yes: for we
must work the works of God, John vi. 28. Must we
not then do that on the six days? Yes: Every day
will I bless thee, Ps. cxlv. 2. But must we especi-
ally do it on sabbath days? Yes: foritis the Holy
of the Lord, Isa. Iviii. 13. Must we therefore rest
from other work on that day? Yes: that we may
attend upon the Lord without distraction, 1 Cor. vii.
35.
3. Must children keep holy the sabbath day?
Yes: Thou, and thy son, and thy daughter. And
scrvants? Yes: That thy man servant and maid-
servant may rest as well as thou, Deut. v. 14. And
is there good reason for the sanctification of the sab-
bath? Yes: Ye shall keep my sabbaths, I am the
Lord your God, Lev. xix. 3.

Q. 58. What is required in the fourth command-
ment ?

A. The fourth commandment requires the kecping
holy to God such set times as he has appointed in his
word ; expressly one whole day in seven, to be a
holy sabbath unto himself.

1. Must holy time be kept holy? Yes: for every
thing is beautiful in its season, Eccl. iii. 11. Can
man make time holy? No: For I am the Lord which
sanctify you, Lev. xx. 8.

2. Has God appointed a sabbath? Yes: Itis as
the Lord thy God hath commanded thee, Deut. v. 12.
Had he authority to do so? Yes: For the day is
thine, the night also is thine, Ps. Ixxiv. 16. Did he
appoint it for us? Yecs: for the sabbath was made
for man, Mark ii. 27. Did he appoint one day in
seven? Yes: For a seventh day is the sabbath of
the Lord thy God. One whole day? Yes: for the
evening and the morning were the first day, Gen. i. 5.

3. Must we keep it? Yes: Verily my sabbatls
ye shall keep, Exod. xxxi. 13. Must we keep it as
atreasure? Yes: we must call the sabbath honour-
able, Isa. lviii. 13. And keep it as a talent? Yes:
For thou madest known unto them thy holy sabbaths,
Neh. ix. 14. Must we keep it with care? Yes: we
must lay hold on it, to keep the sabbath from pol-
luting it, Isa. Ivi. 2. Must we keep it holy to God?
Yes: For he that regardeth the day, regardeth it to
the Lord, Rom. xiv. 6.

Q. 59. Which day of the seven has God appointed to
be the weekly sabbath ?

A. From the beginning of the world to the resur-
rection of Christ, God appointed the seventh day of
the week to be the weekly sabbath, and the first day
of the week ever since, to continue to the end of the
world, which is the Christian sabbath.
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1. Was the sabbath appointed from the beginning
of the world? Yes: God blessed the seventh day,
and sanctified it, when the heavens and the carth
were finished, Gen. ii. 1—3. Was it in remem-
brance of the work of creation? Yes: because that
init he rested from all his work, Gen. ii. 3. Was it
observed before the giving of the law upon mount
Sinai? Yes: for before that it was said, To-morrow
is the rest of the holy sabbath to the Lord, Exod.
xvi. 23. Was that appointed to be kept on the
seventh day of the week ? Yes: For he spake of the
seventh day on this wise, Heb. iv. 4.

2. Was the law of the sabbath given more par-
ticularly to Israel? Yes: I gave them my sabbath
to be a sign between me and them, Ezek. xx. 12.
Was it religiously observed among them? Yes: for
their enemies did mock at their sabbaths, Lam. i. 7.
Did they sanctify the sabbath in solemn assemblies
Yes: Moses of old time is read in the synagogues
every sabbath day, Acts xv. 21. Was the blessing
confined to the seventh day? No: For the Lord
blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it, Exod. xx.
11. .
3. Was the sabbath to continue in gospel times?
Yes: For there remaineth the keeping of a sabbath
to the people of God, Heb. iv. 9. marg. Did Christ
intend it should continue? Yes: for he said, Pray
that your flight be not on the sabbath day, Matt.
xxiv. 20. Did he in order to that expound the fourth
commandment? Yes: for he showed that it is law-
ful to do well upon the sabbath day, Matt. xii. 12.
Is there the same need of sabbaths now that ever
there was? Yes: for I gave them my sabbaths that
they might know that I am the Lord, Ezck. xx. 12,

4. Is the sabbath changed now to the first day of
the week? Yes: for on the first day of the week the
disciples came together to break bread, Acts xx. 7.
Was it because on that day of the week our Lord
Jesus rose from the dead? Yes: for he rose as it
began to dawn towards the first day of the week,
Matt. xxviii. 1. And because on that day the Spirit
was poured out? Yes: for that was when the day
of Pentecost was fully come, Acts ii. 1. Was it
fit there should be an alteration? Yes: For it shall
no more be said, The Lord liveth that brought ap the
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; but the
Lord liveth that brought them up from the land of
the north, Jer. xvi. 14, 15,

5. Did the apostles observe the first day of the
week? Yes: On the first day of the week let every
one lay by, 1 Cor. xvi.2. Did the primitive church
call itthe Lord’s day? Yes: I was in the Spiriton
the Lord’s day, Rev. i. 10. In a thing of this nature
ought we to acquiesce? Yes: For if any man will
be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the
chaurches of God, 1 Cor. xi. 16.

Q. 60. How is the sabbath to be sanctified?
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A. The sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy rest-
ing all that day, even from such worldly employ-
ments and recreations as are lawful in other days;
and spending the whole time in the public and pri-
vate exercises of God’'s worship, except so much as
is to be taken up in the works of necessity and
mercy.

1. Must we rest on the sabbath day? Yes: six
days may work be done, but in the seventh is the
sabbath of rest, Exod. xxxi. 15. Must we rest from
worldly employments? Yes: ye shall hallow the
sabbath day, to do no work therein, Jer. xvii. 24.
And from recreations? Yes: not finding thine own
pleasure, Isa. lviii. 13. Is this to signify our being
dead to this world? Yes: for he that is entered into
his rest has ceased from his own works, Heb. iv. 10.
Aund to awaken as to think of leaving it? Yes: for
bere we have no continuing city, Heb. xiii. 14. Must
this rest be dedicated to God? Yes: it is a holy
day, a sabbath of rest to the Lord, Exod. xxxv. 2.

2. Must we spend time on that day in thc public
exercises of God’s worship? Yes: for itisa holy
convocation, Lev. xxiii. 3. Must we do so every
sabbath, as we have opportunity? Yes: From one
sabbath to another shall all flesh come to worship
before me, saith the Lord, Isa. I1xvi. 23. And must
we not absent ourselves from public worship? No:
Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together,
Heb. x. 25. Must we spend time on that day in the
private exercises of religion? Yes: It is the sab-
bath of the Lord in all your dwellings, Lev. xxiii. 3.
Did the disciples of Christ thus spend the first Lord’s
day? Yes: for on the first day of the week the dis-
ciples were assembled, John xx. 19.

3. Maust we prepare for the sabbath day beforo-
hand? Yes: It was the preparation, and the sab-
bath drew on, Luke xxiii. 54. Must the sabbath
be a day of holy joy? Yes: We will rejoice and be
glad in it, Ps. cxviii. 24. Must it be a day of praise?
Yes: the psalm for the sabbath day begins, It is a
good thing to give thanks to the Lord, Ps. xcii. 1.
Must we be spiritual in the duties of theday? Yes:
Iwasin the Spirit on the Lord’s day? Rev. i. 10.
And must we take pleasure in them? Yes: Call the
Sabbath a delight, Isa. lviii. 13.

4. Are works of mercy and charity proper for a
sabbath day? Yes: Ought not this woman to be
loosed from this bond on the sabbath day, Luke xiii.
16. And may works of necessity be done on that
day? Yes: Do not you on the sabbath lead your
ox, or your ass, to watering ? Luke xiii. 15.

Q. 61. What is forbidden in the fourth command-
ment ?

A. The fourth commandment forbids the omission,
or careless performance, of the duties required, pro-
faning the day by idleness, or doing that which is

in itself sinful, or by unnecessary thoughts, words,
or works, about worldly employments or recreations.

1. Do we profane the sabbath if we neglect the
sabbath work? Yes: I came seeking fruit, but find
none, Luke xiii. 7. Or if we perform carelessly ?
Yes: Ye brought that which was torn, and the lame,
and the sick, Mal. i. 13. Or if we be weary of it?
Yes: They say, When will the sabbath be gone?
Amos viii. 5, Or if we idle away sabbath time?
Yes: Why stand ye here all the day idle? Matt. xx.
6. And much more if we do that which is in itself
sinful ? Yes: They have defiled my sanctuary in the
same day, and have profaned my sabbaths, Ezek.
xxiii. 38.

2. Do we profane the sabbath by violating the sab-
bath rest? Yes: What evil thing is this that ye do,
and profane the sabbath day? Nebh. xiii. 17. May
we not buy and sell on that day? No: Make not
my Father’s house a house of merchandise, John ii.
16. May we not work harvest-work on that day?
No: In earing-time, and in harvest, thou shalt rest,
Exod. xxxiv. 21. May we not however think and
speak atour pleasure on that day? No: Not doing
thine own ways, nor speaking thine own words, Isa.
1viii. 13.

3. Was he punished that gathered sticks on the
sabbath? Yes: they stoned him with stones that
he died, Namb. xv. 36. Are nations sometimes
punished for sabbath profanation? Yes: If ye will
not hallow the sabbath day, I will kindle a fire in
the gates of Jerusalem, Jer. xvii. 27. Is the con-
tempt of the sabbath a contempt of God? Yes:
This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the
sabbath day, John ix. 16.

Q. 62. What are the reasons annexed to the fourth
commandment ?

A. The reasons annexed to the fourth command-
ment are, God’s allowing us six days of the week for
our own employments, his claiming a special pro-
perty in the seventh, his own example, and his bless-
ing the sabbath day.

1. Has God allowed us six days of the week?
Yes: Six days shalt thou labour and do all thy work.
Has he reserved but one day in seven for himself ?
Yes: for he hath not made usto serve with an offer-
ing, nor wearied us with incense, Isa. xliii. 23. Does
he claim a special property in the seventh day?
Yes: it is the sabbath of the Lord thy God. Has
our Lord Jesus a property init? Yes: for the Son
of man is Lord also of the sabbath, Mark ii. 28.
Oughbt we not therefore to devote it to his service?
Yes : For will a man rob God? Mal. iii. 8.

2. Did God the Creator set us an example of sab-
bathrest? Yes: for the seventh day he rested and
was refreshed, Exod. xxxi. 17. Did God the Re-
deemer set us an example of sabbath work ? Yes:



for as his custom was, he went into the synagogue
on the sabbath day, Lukg iv. 16. And has he given
us encouragement in the work of the Christian sab-
bath? Yes: for when they were assembled on the
first day of the week, Jesus stood in the midst, John
xx. 19.

3. Has God blessed the sabbath day, and so put
an honour upon it? Yes: The Lord blessed the
sabbath day and hallowed it. Is it not an ill thing
then for us to put a slight upon it? Yes: As they
do that despise the holy things, and profane the
sabbath, Ezek. xxii. 8. Has God appointed it to
be a day of blessingsto us? Yes: There will I come
to thee, and will bless thee, Exod. xx. 24. Are not
they enemies to themselves then that neglect it?
Yes: they forsake their own mercies, John ii. 8.

Q. 63. What is the fifth commandment ?

A. The fifth comnmandment is, Honour thy father
and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

1. Do the six last commandments concern our
daty to our neighbour? Yes: for this is his com-
mandment, That we love one another, 1 John iii. 23.
And must we mind that as well as our duty to God ?
Yes: providing for honest things, not only in the
sight of the Lord, but in the sight of men, 2 Cor.
viii. 21. And are we concerned to be very careful
in second-table duties? Yes: that the name of
God, and his doctrine, be not blasphemed, 1 Tim.
vi. 1. Will our devotions be acceptable without
this? No: When ye make many prayers I will not
hear, for your hands are full of blood, Isa. i. 15.

2. Is religion toward God a branch of universal
righteousness ? Yes: Render to God the things that
are God’s, Matt. xxii. 21. And his righteousness
toward men a branch of true religion? Yes: for
pure religion and undefiled before God and the
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in
their afliction, Jam. i.27. Does the law of God re-
quire both? Yes: To do justly, and to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with thy God, Mic. vi. 8. And
does the grace of the gospel teach both? Yes: To
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present
world, Tit. ii. 12. Must every godly man then be
an honest man? Yes: for we must live in all god-
liness and honesty, 1 Tim. ii. 2. And must he be a
charitable man? Yes: He is gracious, and full of
compassion, and righteous, Ps. cxii. 4. And will
the trial be by this at the great day? Yes: for I
was hungry, and ye gave me meat, Matt. xxv. 35.

3. Does the fifth commandment concern our duty
to our relations? Yes: For all ye are brethren,
Matt. xxiii. 8. And must we be careful to do this
daty? Yes: that they who will not be won by the
word, may be won by the conversation, 1 Pet. iii. 1.

Q. 64. What is required in the fifth commandment?
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A. The fifth commandment requires the preserving
the honour, and performing the duty, which belongs
to every one in their several places and relations,
as superiors, inferiors, or equals.

1. Is it the duty of children to reverence their
parents{ Yes: Ye shall fear every man his mother,
and bis father, Lev. xix. 3. And must they give
honour to them? Yes: If I be a father, where is
my honour ? Mal. i.6. Aund may they upon no ac-
coomt despise them? No: Despise not thy mother
when she is old, Prov. xxiii. 22. Ought they to
carry themselves respectfully towards them? Yes:
King Solomon rose up tomeet his mother, and bowed
himself to her, 1 Kings ii. 19. And to speak honour-
ably of them ? Yes: Her children rose up, and cali-
ed her blessed, Prov. xxxi. 28.

2. Isit the duty of children to obey their parents?
Yes : Children, obey your parents in the Lord, Eph.
vi. 1. And to receive their instructions ? Yes : Hear
the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the
law of thy mother, Prov. i. 8. And to submit to
their correction 2 Yes: The fathers of our flesh cor-
rected us, and we gave them reverence, Heb. xii. 9.
Should children labour to rejoice the hearts of their
parents? Yes: My son, if thy heart be wise, my
heart shall rejoice, Prov. xxiii. 15. And to requitc
them? Yes: let them show piety at home, and requite
their parents, 1 Tim. v. 4. And to bave their con-
sent in disposing of themselves ? Yes : Jacob obeyed
his father, and his mother, and went to Padan-aram,
for a wife, Gen. xxviii. 7. Is Christ an example of
this subjection? Yes: for he went with his parents
to Nazareth, and was subject to them, Luke ii. 51.

3. Is it the daty of children to be respectful to the
aged? Yes: Thou shalt rise up before the hoary
head, and honour the face of the old man, Lev. xix.
32. And must they be observant of their teachers ?
Yes: for they will mourn at the last, who obey not
the voice of their teachers, and incline not their ear
to them that instruct them, Prov. v. 11, 13. And
must they order themselves lowly and reverently to
all their betters? Yes: ye younger, submit your-
selves to the elder, 1 Pet. v. 5.

4. 1s it the duty of parents to be tender of their
children? Yes: for can a woman forget her suck-
ing child ? Isa. xlix. 15. And mild toward them ?
Yes: for a father pities his children, Ps. ciii. 13,
And to bear with them? Yes: as a man spares his
son that serves him, Mal. iii. 17. And yet must they
correct them when it is necessary? Yes: for he
that spares his rod, hates his son ; but he that loves
him, chastens him betimes, Prov. xiii. 24.

5. Is it the duty of parents to pray for their chil-
dren? Yes: Job offered for his sons burnt-offer-
ings, according to the number of them all, Job i. 5.
And to bless God for them? Yes: They are the
children which God hath graciously given thy ser
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vant, Gen. xxxiii. 5, Are they to bless them in
the name of the Lord? Yes: By faith Isaac blessed
Jacob and Esau, Heb. xi. 20. And are they to pro-
vide for them what is convenient? Yes: If any
provide not for his own, especially for those of his
own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse
than an infidel, 1 Tim. v. 8.

6. Is it the duty of parents to bring up their chil-
dren in the fear of God? Yes: Bring them up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, Eph. vi. 4.
And to teach them the things of God? Yes: Thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, Deut.
vi. 7. And to oblige them to their daty? Yes: I
know Abraham, that he will command his children
to keep the way of the Lord, Gen. xviii. 19. And
onght they to sét them a good example? Yes: I
will walk within my house with a perfect heart, Ps.
¢i. 2. And must they patiently part with their chil-
dren when God calls for them ? Yes: Thou hast not
withheld thy son, thine only son, Gen. xxii. 16.

7. Is it the duty of servants to honour their mas-
ters and mistresses? Yes: Let as many servants as
are under the yoke, count their own masters worthy
of all honour, 1 Tim. vi. 1. Is it their duty to obey
them? Yes : Servants be obedient to them that are
your masters, Eph. vi. 5. And to be just and true
to them? Yes : not purloining, but showing all good
fidelity, Titas ii. 10. Ought they to be diligent in
the duty of their place? Yes: not with eye-service,
as men-pleasers, but in singlencss of heart, Col. iii.
22. And to do it cheerfully? Yes: Whatsoever
ye do, do it heartily, and with good-will, doing ser-

vice, Col. iii. 23. Eph. vi.7. Ought they to be pa-
tient under rebukes? Yes: not answering again,
Tit. ii. 9. What, though they suffer unjustly?
Yes: Servants be subject not only to the good and
gentle, but also to the froward, 1 Pet. ii. 18. And
mast they have an eye to God in all? Yes: As to
the Lord, and not to men, Col. iii. 23. )

8. Is it the duty of masters to be just to their ser-
vants? Yes: Masters give to your servants that
which is just and equal, Col. iv. 1. And to be gen-
tle towards them? Yes: forbearing threatening,
Eph. vi. 9. Should all masters of families worship
God with their families? Yes: As for me and my
bouse, we will serve the Lord, Josh. xxiv. 15. And
should they restrain sin in their families? Yes:
Thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy taber-
nacle, Job xxii. 23.

9. Is it the duty of wivesto be respectfal to their
busbands? Yes: Let the wife see that she reverence
ber husband, Epb. v. 33. And to love them? Yes:
they must love their husbands, and love their chil-
dren, Tit. ii. 4. Must they be submissive to their hus-
bands? Yes: Wives submit yourselves to your own
busbands, as it is fit in the Lord, Col. iii. 18. Must
they be faithful and obedient to them? Yes: they
must be chaste, keepers at home, obedient to their

own husbands, Tit. ii. 5. Must they receive instruc-
tion fromthem? Yes: If they will learn any thing,
let them ask their husbands at home, 1 Cor. xiv. 35.
Must they be helpers to them in religion? Yes:
that they may be won by the conversation of the
wives, 1 Pet. iii. 1.

10. Is it the duty of husbands to love their wives?
Yes : Husbands love your wives, and be not bitter
against them, Col. iii. 19. Must they love them
dearly? Yes: Let every one love his wife even as
himself, Eph. v. 33. And delight in them? Yes:
rejoice with the wife of thy youth, Prov. v. 18, 19.
And be tender of them? Yes: Giving honour to the
wife, as unto the weaker vessel, 1 Pet. iii. 7.

11. Is it the duty of husbands and wives to be
pleasing one to another? Yes: He that is married
careth how to please his wife, and she that is married
how to please her husband, 1 Cor. vii. 33, 34. 1Isit
their duty to live in the fear of God, and to pray to-
gether? Yes: as heirs together of the graco of
life, that your prayers be not hindered, 1 Pet. iii.
7. Should they promote the eternal salvation one
of another? Yes: What knowest thou, O wife,
whether thou shalt save thy husband? Or how
knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy
wife ? 1 Cor. vii. 16.

12. Is it the duty of subjects to reverence their
magistrates? Yes: Fear God, honour the king, 1
Pet. ii. 17. And to obey them in the Lord? Yes:
we must be subject to principalities and powers, and
obey magistrates, Tit. iii. 1. And to be loyal to
them? Yes: for the powers that be are ordained of
God, Rom. xiii. 1. Is it our duty to pray for magis-
trates? Yes: for kings, and for all that are in au-
thority, 1 Tim. ii. 2. And to pay them tribute?
Yes: tribute to whom tribute is due, custom to
whom custom, Rom. xiii. 7. Must we be peace-
able under their government? Yes: that we under
them may lead a quiet and peaceable life, 1 Tim.
ii. 22 And all this conscientiously? Yes: Ye
must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but
also for conscience sake, Rom. xiii. 5. Ought ma-
gistrates to be as parents to their sabjects? Yes:
Kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and quecns thy
nursing mothers, Isa. xlix. 23.

18. Is it the duty of people to love and respect
their ministers? Yes: Know them which labour
among you, and esteem them very highly in love, for
their work’s sake, 1 Thess. v. 12, 13. Ought they to
sabmit to their instructions? Yes: Obey your
guides, and submit yourselves, for they watch for
your souls, Heb. xiii. 7. And to provide for their
comfortable subsistence? Yes: Let him that is
taught in the word communicate to him that teach-
eth, Gal. vi. 6. And ought ministers to be as spi-
ritual fathers to their people? Yes: We exhorted,
and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a
father doth his children, 1 Thess. ii. 11.
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14. Is it the duty of equals to be kind one to an-
other? Yes: Be kindly affectioned one to another,
with brotherly love, Rom. xii. 10. And to be respect-
ful one to another? Yes: in honour preferring one
another, Rom. xii. 10. And to be submissive one
to another? Yes: Yea, all of ye, be subject one to
another, 1 Pet. v. 5.

Q. 65. What is forbidden in the fifth commandment?

A. The fifth commandment forbids the neglecting
of, or doing any thing against, the honour and duty
which belongs to every one in their several places
and relations.

1. Is ita sin for children to despise their parents?
Yes: Cursed be he that sets light by his father or
mother, Deut. xxvii. 16. Orto disobey them ? Yes:
the eye that mocks at his father, and despiseth to
obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick
it out, and the young eagles shall eat it, Prov. xxx.
17. Isit a sin for children prodigally to spend their
parents’ substance? Yes: He that wasteth his father,
and chaseth away his mother, is a son that causeth
shame, Prov. xxix. 16. Or to grieve their parents ?
Yes: A foolish son is the heaviness of his mother,
Prov. x. 1.

2. Is it a sin for inferiors to be rude and undutiful
to their saperiors? Yes : For a child to bebhave him-
self proudly against the ancient, and the base against
the honourable, Isa. iii. 5. Is it a sin for superiors
to be barsh and unkind to their inferiors? Yes:
Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, lest they
be discouraged, Col. iii. 21.

3. Is it a sin to be vexatious to our relations?
Yes: Her adversary provoked her to make her to
fret, 1 Sam. i. 6. And to be quarrelsome with our
relations? Yes: Let there be no strife, I pray thee,
between me and thee, and between my herdmen and
thy herdmen, for we be brethren, Gen. xiii. 8. And
to be suspicious of our relations? Yes: forcharity
thinketh no evil, 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5.

Q. 66. What is the reason annexed to the fifth com-
mandment ?

A. The reason annexed to the fifth commandment,
is a promise of long life and prosperity (as far as it
shall serve for God’s glory and their own good) to
all such as keep this commandment.

1. Is there a gracious promise made to those that
honour their parents? Yes : it is the first command-
ment with promise, Eph. vi. 2. Is long life pro-
mised? Yes: That thy days may be long in the Jand.
Is outward prosperity promised? Yes: That it may
be well with thee, Eph. vi. 3. Are temporal blessings
promised to good people ? Yes: Godliness hath the
promise of the life that now is, 1 Tim, iv. 8. And
are they promised particularly to pious and dutifal
children? Yes: My son, forget not my law, but let
thine heart keep my commandments; for length of
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days, and long life, and peace shall they add to
Prov. iii. 1, 2.

2. Do all good children prosper in this world
No: for all things come alike to all, Eccl. ix.
But are they most likely to prosper? Yes: for
humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, honou
and life, Prov. xxii. 4. Shall they prosper as fi
as is for God’s glory? Yes: I will deliver thee,
thou shalt glorify me, Ps. 1. 15. And as far as
for their own good? Yes: for we read of th
whom God sent into captivity for their good, Jer.
xxiv. 5. Bat shall good children live howerver i 1
the heavenly Canaan? Yes: there their inberitan,
shall be for ever, Ps. xxxvii. 18. And are diso
dient children often punished in this life ? YuJ
as Absalom that was hanged in an oak, 2 Sam.
xviii. 9.

Q. 67. WAat is the sizth commandment ?

A. The sixth commandment is, Thoa shalt not
kill. ' ‘

1. Does the sixth commandment concern our own
and our neighbour’s life? Yes: for the life is more
than meat, Matt. vi. 25. Has God a tender regard
to the life of men? Yes: for he giveth to all life
and breath, Acts xvii. 25. Has he by this law made
a hedge about life? Yes: that men might not be
like the fishes of the sea, Hab. i. 14.

2. Did there need this law? Yes: for men live
in malice and envy, bateful, and hating one another,
Tit. iii. 3. 1Is it a part of the law of nature? Yes:
for the barbarous people said of a murderer, that
vengeance suffers him not to live, Acts xxviii. 4.

Q. 68. What is required in the sixth commandment?

A. The sixth commandment requires all lawfal
endeavours to preserve our own life, and the life of
others.

1. Are we to take care of our own lives? Yes:
No man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nourisheth
and cherisheth it, Eph. v. 20. Must we endeavour
the preservation of them? Yes: Skin for skin, and
all that a man hath will he give for his life, Job ii.
4. Are we to be careful of our diet? Yes: Hast
thou found honey, eat so much as is sufficient for
thee, Prov. xxv. 16. Are we to use physic when we
need it? Yes: Take a lump of figs and lay it upon
the boil, Isa. xxxviii. 21. And are we to be cheer-
ful? Yes: for a merry heart doeth good like a me-
dicine, Prov. xvii. 22.

2. Butmay we deny Christ to save our lives? No:
he that so saveth his life shall lose it, Matt. xvi. 25.
May we commit any wilful sin to save our lives?
No: we must do no evil that good may come, Rom.
iii. 8. But what we do for the preservation of our
own lives, must it be with an eye to God’s glory?
Yes: ThatI may live, and keep thy word, Ps. cxix.
17. Live and praise thee, v. 175.
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3. Are we to be compassionate even to the brute
creatares? Yes: A righteous man regardeth the
life of bis beast, Prov. xii. 10. Are we to be carefal
of the lives of others as well as of ourown? Yes:
It was Cain that said, Am I my brother’s keeper?
Gen. iv. 9. Are we to do what we can in our places
for the relief of those who are exposed to violence ?
Yes: We must deliver them that are ready to be
slain, Prov. xxiv. 11, 12. Must we succour the
distressed, like the good Samaritan? Yes: Go thou
and do likewise, Luke x. 37.

4. Are we to support the lives of those who are in
straits? Yes: The blessing of him that was ready
tv perish came upon me, Job xxix. 13. Are we to
be meek towards those that provoke us? Yes:
showing all meekness toward all men, Titus iii. 2.
And are we to be merciful toward those who need us ?
Yes: Put on, as the elect of God, bowels of mercy,
Col. iii. 12.

Q.69. What is forbidden in the sixth commandment?

A. The sixth commandment forbids the taking
away of our own life, or the life of our neighbour
unjustly, and whatsoever tends thereunto.

1. May we dispose of our own lives at our plea-
sure? No: For surely your blood of your lives will
I require, Gen. ix. 5. 1Isita sin in any case to kill
oursclves? Yes: Do thyself no harm, Acts xvi. 28.
Isit an exceeding sinful sin? Yes: it was the sin
of Saul and Judas, 1 Sam. xxxi. 4. Matt. xxvii. 5.
Is ita sin needlessly to expose our own lives? Yes:
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God, Matt. iv. 7.
But must we not expose our lives to keep a good
conscicnce? Yes: Neither count I my life dear
unto me, so that I might finish my coarse with joy,
Acts xx. 24,

2. Is drunkenness a sin against our own lives?
Yes: Take heed lest your hearts be overcharged
with surfeiting and drunkenness, and so that day
come upon you unawares, Luke xxi. 34. Is un-
tleanness so? Yes: He that commits fornication,
sing against his own body, 1 Cor. vi. 18. Is immo-
derate care and grief a sin against our own lives?
Yes: for the sorrow of the world worketh death,
2 Cor. vii. 10.

3. Is it lawful for the magistrate to take away the
life of a malefactor? Yes: for he bears not the
sword in vain, Rom. xiii. 4. May soldierskill in a
lawful war? Yes: Cursed is he that keepeth back
his sword from blood, Jer. xlviii. 10. But is wilful
marder a great sin? Yes: The voice of my brother'’s
blood cries, Gen. iv. 10. Is it an iniquity to be
punished by the judge? Yes: Whoso sheds man’s
blood, by man shall his blood be shed, Gen. ix. 6.

And ought the murderer to be put to death? Yes:
A man that doeth violence to the blood of any per-
son shall fiee to the pit; let no man stay him, Prov.
Xxviii. 17,
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4. Is murder a great affirontto God? Yes: forin
the image of God made he man, Gen. ix. 6. Does
it make men like the devil? Yes: for he was a
murderer from the beginning, John viii. 44. Is it
of dangerous consequence to the murderer? Yes:
for no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him, 1
Jobn iii. 15. Ought we therefore to pray that God
would keep us from it? Yes: Deliver me from
blood guiltiness, O God of my salvation, Ps. li. 14.

6. Is malice heart-murder? Yes: he that hateth
bis brother is a murderer, 1 Jobn iii. 15. Is rash
anger a breach of this commandment? Yes: Bat I
say unto you, Whosoever is angry with his brother
without cause, shall be in danger of the judgment,
Matt. v. 22, Is giving foul language a breach of
this commandment? Yes: Whosoever shall say to
his brother, Raca, or Thou fool, shall be in danger of
hell fire, Matt. v. 22. Is revenge a breach of this
commandment? Yes: Dearly beloved, avenge not
yoarselves, Rom. xii. 19.

Q. 70. What is the seventh commandment ?
A. The seventh commandment is, Thou shalt not
commit adultery.

Does this commandment concern our own and our
neighbour’s chastity? Yes: for this is the will of
God, even our sanctification, 1 Thess. iv. 3. Is it
needful there should be such a commandment?
Yes: for since all are gone aside, they are all be-
come filthy, Ps. xiv. 8. Is it agreeable to the light
of nature? Yes: for Abimelech called adaultery a
great sin, Gen. xx.9. And is this command for the
public good of mankind? Yes: for whoredom and
wine take away the heart, Hos iv. 11.

Q. 71. What is required in the seventh command-
ment ?

A. The seventh commandment requires the pre-
servation of our own and our neighbour’s chastity,
in heart, speech, and behaviour.

1. Is it our duty to keep our bodies pure from all
fleshly lusts? Yes: we must possess our vessel in
sanctification and honour, and not in the lust of con-
cupiscence, 1 Thess. iv. 4. Are we to present our
bodies to God? Yes: Present your bodies unto God
a living sacrifice, Rom. xii. 1. Are we to glorify
him with them? Yes: Glorify God with your
bodies, 1 Cor. vi. 20. Are we to use them for him?
Yes: For your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost, which is in you, 1 Cor. vi. 19. And to employ
them in his scrvice? Yes: Yield your members as
instruments of righteousness unto God, Rom. vi. 13.
May they then be used in the service of our lusts?
No: for if any man defile the temple of God, him
shall God destroy, 1 Cor. iii. 17.

2. Ought we to preserve our chastity in heart?
Yes : that we may be holy both in body and spirit,
1 Cor. vii. 34. And must we keep out all unclean
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thoughts and desires? Yes: we must flee youthful
lusts, 2 Tim. ii, 22. And is that the way to prevent
the acts of uncleanness? Yes: for when lust hath
conceived, it brings forth sin, James i. 15.

3. Ought we to preserve our chastity in speech?
Yes: Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned
with salt, Col. iv. 6. Is it the character of good
people to be modest? Yes: I will turn to the peo-
ple a pure language, Zeph. iii. 9.

4. Ought we to preserve our chastity in bebavi-
our? Yes: we must have a chaste conversation
coupled with fear, 1 Pet. iii. 2. Andin our clothing?
Yes: Women must adorn themselves in modest ap-
parel, with shamefacedness and sobriety, 1 Tim. ii.
9. Must we abstain from all appearances of un-
cleanness? Yes: hating even the garment spotted
with the flesh, Jude 23. And from all approaches
toit? Yes: Come not nigh the door of her house,
Prov. v. 8.

5. Must we resolve against wanton looks? Yes:
I'made a covenant with minc eyes; why then should
I think upon a maid? Job xxxi. 1. Must we always
keep our bodies in soberness and chastity? Yes:
we must cleanse ourselves from all filthiness both of
flesh and spirit, 2 Cor. vii. 1. And must we crucify
all the lusts of the flesh ? Yes : They that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh, Gal. v. 24. Must the body
be subdued? Yes: I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection, 1 Cor. ix. 27. And must
its sinful desires be denied ? Yes: If thy right eye
offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee, Matt.
v. 29.

Q. 72. Whatisforbidden in the seventh commandment?
A. The seventh commandment forbids all unchaste
thoughts, words, and actions.

1. Is adultery a very greatsin? Yes: Howcan I
do this great wickedness, and sin against God ? Gen.
xxix. 9. Is it an iniquity to be punished by the
judge? Yes: The adulterer and the adulteress shall
surely be put to death, Lev. xx. 10. Is fornication
a very greatsin? Yes: Fornication, and all unclean-
ness, let it not be once named among you, Eph. v.
3. Will these sins certainly shut men out of heaven,
if they be not repented of, and forsaken? Yes: for
fornicators and adulterers shall not inherit the king-
dom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 10.

2. Are unclean thoughts sins? Yes: for whoso-
ever looketh on a woman, to lust after her, hath com-
mitted adultery with her already in his heart, Matt.
v.28. Are unclean reflections sins? Yes : for some
multiply their whoredoms by calling to remembrance
the days of their youth, Ezek. xxiii. 19. Are an-
clean desires sins? Yes: inordinate affection, and
evil concupiscence, are to be mortified in us, Col.
iii. 5. And maust all fleshly lusts be shunned? Yes:
Dearly beloved, I beseech you, as strangers, and pil-
grims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 1 Pet, ii. 11.

3. Are unclean words sin? Yes: for there must
be neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting,
Eph. v. 4. Must we therefore take heed of speaking
any filthy words? Yes: Let no corrupt communi-
cation proceed out of your mouth, Eph. iv. 20. May
we take delight in hearing filthy talk? No: for
evil communications corrupt good manners, 1 Cor.
xv. 33.

4. Are all unchaste actions forbidden in this com-
mandment? Yes: not only adultery and formica-
tion, but uncleanness and lasciviousness, (Gal. v.
19.) chambering and wantonness, Rom. xiii. 13.
Are the occasions of uncleanness here forbidden ?
Yes: Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, Eph. v. 11.

5. Is all uncleanness provoking to God? Yes:
For I the Lord am holy, Lev. xx. 26. Is it against
our bodies? Yes: for the body is not for fornica-
tion, but for the Lord, 1 Cor. vi. 13. Isit a wrong
to our souls? Yes: forfleshly lusts war against the
soul, 1 Pet. ii. 11. Is it wounding to conscience?
Yes: I find more bitter than death the woman whose
heart is snares and nets, Eccl. vii. 26.

6. Areidleness and gluttony occasions of unclean-
ness, and forbidden in this commandment? Yes:
for this was the iniquity of Sodom, pride, fulness of
bread, and abundance of idleness, Ezek. xvi. 49.
And is drunkenness also a sin of dangerous conse-
quence? Yes: for drunkards shall not inherit the
kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 10.

Q. 73. What 1s the eighth commandment ?
A. The eighth commandment is, Thou shalt not
steal.

1. Does the eighth commandment concern our own
and our neighbour’s wealth and outward estate ?
Yes: for the earth God has given to the children
of men, Ps. cxv. 16, Is it necessary there should
be such a command? Yes: for every brother will
utterly sapplant, Jer. ix. 4.

2. Is robbing God the worst theft? Yes: Will a
man rob God? Yetye have robbed me, Mal. iii. 8,
9. And is justice to God the highest justice? Yes:
Render to God the things that are God’s, Matt.
xxii. 21.°

Q. 74. What is required in the eighth command-
ment 2

A. The eighth commandment requires all lawful
procuring and furthering our own and our neigh-
bour’s wealth and outward estate.

1. Is religion a friend to outward prosperity?
Yes: for in wisdom’s left hand are riches and hon-
our, Prov. iii. 16. Does it teach us to be diligent in
our callings? Yes: Be thou diligent to know the
state of thy flocks, Prov. xxvii. 23. And to keep
close to them? Yes: Study to be quiet, and to do
your own business, 1 Thess. iv.11. Andis that the
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way to thrive? Yes: for the hand of the diligent
maketh rich, Prov. x. 4. Does religion teach us to
be prudent in our affairs? Yes: the good man
will guide his affairs with discretion, Ps. cxii. 5.
Aud is that the way to thrive? Yes: for through
wisdom is a house builded, Prov. xxiv. 3.

2. Must we serve God with our worldly estate?
Yes: Honour the Lord with thy substance, Prov. iii.
9. And is that the way to thrive? Yes: So shall
thy barn be filled with plenty, v. 10. Must we cheer-
fully use our estates? Yes: For I know no good
in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in
his life, Eccl. iii. 12. And must we cheerfully serve
God with them? Yes: we must serve the Lord
our God with joyfalness and gladness of heart in the
abundance of all things, Deut. xxviii. 47.

3. Must we be just to all we deal with? Yes:
Render therefore to all their due, Rom xiii. 7.
And must we give every body their own? Yes:
Owe no man any thing, but to love one another,
Rom, xiii, 8. Must we be true to every trust re-
posed in us? Yes; as the workmen who dealt
faithfully, 2 Kings xii. 15. And is honesty the best
policy? Yes: for a little that a righteous man
hath, is better than the riches of many wicked, Ps.
xxxvii. 16. And shall we have the comfort of it in
thisworld? Yes: He that walketh righteously, and
speaketh uprightly, that despiseth the gain of op-
pression, and shaketh his hands from holding of
bribes, he shall dwell on high, his place of defence
shall be in the munitions of rocks, bread shall be
given him, and his waters shall be sure, Isa. xxxiii.
15,16. If therefore we have done any wrong, must
ve make restitution? Yes: Zaccheus stood and
said, If I have wronged any man, I restore him four-
fold, Luke xix. 8.

4. Must we concern ourselves for the welfare of
others? Yes: Look not every one on his own things,
but every one also on the things of others, Phil. ii.
1 Aod must we do all we can to promote the

welfare of others? Yes: If thy brother’s ox or
a5 go astray, thou shalt bring them back, Deut.
xxu, 1.

5. Must we relieve the poor according to our abi-
lity? Yes: Ifthy brother be waxen poor, and fallen
into decay with thee, then thou shalt relieve him,
Lev. xxv. 35. Must we be forward to relieve the
poor? Yes: We must be ready to distribute, wil-
ling 10 communicate, 1 Tim. vi. 18. Is that the way
to thrive in this world? Yes: for he that hath
Pity on the poor, lendeth to the Lord, and that which
be hath given will he pay him again, Prov. xix. 17.
And shall it be repayed in the other world? Yes:
Thou shalt be recompensed in the resarrection of
the just, Luke xiv. 14. And must we make this use
of what we have in the world? Yes: we mast la-
bour that we may have to give to him that needeth,
Eph. iv. 28,
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Q. 75. What is forbidden in the eighth command-
ment # :

A. The eighth commandment forbids whatsoever
does or may unjustly hinder our own or our neigh-
bour’s wealth, and outward estate.

1. May we do what we will with our own estates?
No: for we are but stewards of the manifold grace
of God, 1 Pet. iv. 10. Is it a sin then to waste our
estates in prodigality? Yes: for the drunkard and
glatton shall come to poverty, Prov. xxiii. 31. Is
luxury the way to beggary? Yes: he that loveth
pleasure shall be a poor man, Prov. xxi. 17. Is
slothfalness a robbing of ourselves? Yes: for he
that is slothfal in his work, is brother to him that is
a great waster, Prov. xviii. 9. And is that the way
topoverty? Yes: for drowsiness shall clothe a man
with rags, Prov. xxiii. 21.

2. Is keeping idle company the way to poverty?
Yes: for he that followeth after vain persons shall
have poverty emough, Prov. xxviii. 19. Is fraud
and injustice the way to poverty? Yes: for wealth
gotten by vanity shall be diminished, Prov. xiii. 11.
Can any expect to prosper in a way of unjust gain ?
No: for he that getteth riches, and not by right,
shall leave them in the midst of his days, and at his
end shall be a fool, Jer. xvii. 11. Do men rob them-
selves and their families by foolishness in their
affairs? Yes: for every wise woman buildeth her
house, but the foolish plucketh it down with her
hands. Prov. xiv. 1. And by rash suretyship ? Yes:
for he that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it,
Prov. xi. 15.

3. Is it a sin to rob ourselves of the comfort of that
which God has given us? Yes: if a man hath not
power to eat of it, it is vanity, and an evil disease,
Eccl. vi. 2. And is it a sin to deny it to our rela-
tions? Yes: if any provide not for his own, espe-
cially for those of his own house, he hath denied the
faith, and is worse than an infidel, 1 Tim. v. 8,

4. Is it a great sin to steal from anybody? Yes:
for every one that stealeth shall be cut off, Zech. v.
3. Is it a great sin for children to steal from their
parents? Yes: Whoso robbeth his father or his
mother, and saith it is no transgression, the same is
the companion of a destroyer, Prov. xxviii. 24. And
for the rich to oppress the poor? Yes: Rob not the
poor, because he is poor, Prov. xxii. 22. Will you
therefore keep your hands from picking and steal-
ing? Yes: because of the fear of God, Neh. v. 15,
Moust those who have used themselves to it break ijt
off? Yes: Let him that stole steal no more, Eph.
iv. 28. Must poor people especially watch and pray
against this temptation? Yes: Lest I be poor, and
steal, Prov. xxx. 9.

5. Isita sin to cheat any body in a bargain? Yes:
Let no man go beyond or defraud his brother in any
matter, 1 Thess. iv. 6. Isita sin touse false weights
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and measures? Yes: A false balance is abomina-
tion to the Lord, Prov. xi. 1. Is it a sin to give
assistance or countenance to any fraud? Yes:
‘Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul,
Prov. xxix. 24.

6. Isit a sin to deny relief to the poor? Yes:
‘Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother
have need, and shutteth up the bowels of his com-
passion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in
that man? 1 John iii. 17. Isita sin to deny the
payment of a just debt? Yes: for the wicked bor-
roweth, and payeth not again, Ps. xxxvii. 21. Or
withhold wages that is due? Yecs: the hire of the
labourers kept back by fraud crieth, James v. 4.
And is the love of money the cause of all these sins?
Yes: the love of money is the root of all evil, 1 Tim.
vi. 10.

Q. 76. WAat is the ninth commandment ?
A. The ninth commandment is, Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy neighbour.

1. Does this commandment concern our own and
our neighbour’s good name ? Yes: for a good name
is better than precious ointment, Eccl. vii. 1. Is
there need of this conmandment? Yes: for every
neighbour will walk with slanders, Jer. ix. 4.

Q. 77. What is required in the ninth commandment ?

A. The ninth commandment requires the maintain-
ing and promoting of truth between man and man,
and of our own and our neighbour’s good name,
especially in witness-bearing.

1. Is it our duty to govern our tongues? Yes: I
said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with
my tongue, Ps. xxxix. 1. Is he a good Christian
that does not? No : forif any man among you seem
to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, that
man’s religion is vain, James i. 26. Must we there-
fore pray to God to keep us from tongue-sins? Yes:
Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, Ps. cxli. 3.

2. Is it our duty to speak truth? Yes: Speak ye
every man the truth to his neighbour, Zech. viii. 16.
Is there good reason forit? Yes: for we are mem-
bers one of another, Eph. iv. 25. And is this the
character of a good man? Yes: that be speaketh
the truth in his heart, Ps. xv. 2. Are all truths to
be spoken atall times? No: for there is a time to
keep silence, and a time to speak, Eccl. iii. 7. Bat
may an untruth be spoken at any time? No: for
God’s people are children that will not lie, Isa.
Ixiii. 8.

3. Is it our duty, especially in witness-bearing,
to speak truth? Yes: for a faithful witness will
not lie, Prov. xiv. 5. And the whole truth? Yes:
Samuel told Eli every whit, and hid nothing from
him, 1 Sam. iii. 18. And nothing but the truth?
Yes: for a lying tongue is but for a moment, Prov.
xii. 19,
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4. Is it our duty to strive to have a good name
with God? Yes: for not he that commendeth him-
self is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth,
2 Cor. x.16. And shouldjywe endeavour to have a
good name with good people? Yes: Let those that
fear thee turn unto me, Ps. cxix. 79. And if possi-
ble a good name with all people? Yes : Demetrius
hath a good report of all men, 3 John 12. Mast we
abound in those things that are of good report’
Yes: if there be any virtue, if there be any praise,
think on those things, Phil. iv. 8.

5. In order to our getting a good name, must we
live by faith? Yes: for by it the elders obtained a
good rcport, Heb. xi. 2. Must we walk wisely?
Yes: for a man’s wisdom makes his face to shioe,
Eccl. viii. 1. Maust we do justly? Yes: Having
yoar conversation honest among the Gentiles, 1 Pet.
ii. 12. And be humble? Yes: for before honour
is humility, Prov. xviii. 12. And must we abound
in good works? Yes: Let your light so shine before
men, Matt. v. 16. But can good people expect to
have every one’s good word? No: Woe unto you
when all men speak well of you, Luke vi. 26. May
we hazard a good conscience to preserve our reputa-
tion? No: for our praise is not of men, but of God,
Rom. ii. 29.

6. Ought we to be very tender of the good names
,of others? Yes: we mast honour all men, 1 Pet. ii.
17. Must we give them the praise of that in them
which is good ? Yes: We also bear record, 3 John
12. But may we flatter them? No: he that speak-
eth flattery to his friends, even the eyes of his chil-
dren shall fail, Job xvii. 5. Must we charitably
conceal their faults? Yes: for charity covers a
maultitude of sins, 1 Pet. iv. 8. Must we discourage
slandering and censoriousness? Yes: We mast
with an angry countenance drive away a backbiting
tongue, Prov. xxv. 23.

Q. 78. What is forbidden in the ninth command-
ment ?

A. The ninth commandment forbids whatsoever
is prejudicial to truth, or injurious to our own or
our neighbour’s good name.

1. Is lying a greatsin? Yes: Lie not one to an-
other, seeing ye have put off the old man, Col. iii. 9.
Is it a sin that God hates? Yes: lying lips are
abomination to the Lord, Prov. xii. 22. Andisita
sin that all good men hate? Yes: I hate and abhor
lying, Ps. cxix. 163. Does it make men like the
devil? Yes: for he is a liar, and the father of it,
John viii. 44. And will it bring them to hell ? Yes:
for all liars shall have their part in the lake that
burns with fire and brimstone, Rev. xxi. 8.

2. Is it lawful to tell a lie to make sport? No:
for as a madman who casteth firebrands, arrows,
and death, so is he that deceiveth his neighbour, and

saith, Am not I in sport? Prov. xxvi. 18, 19. Tsit
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lawful to tell a lie to excuse a fault? No: for Ge-
hazi for doing so had a leprosy entailed on him and
his seed for ever, 2 Kings v. 27. May we tell a lie
with intention to do good? No: We must not do
evil, that good may come, Rom. iii. 8. Will whatis
got by lying do us any good? No: The getting of
treasures by a lying tongue is vanity, tossed to and
fro of them that seck death, Prov. xxi.6. Should we
therefore pray against thissin? Yes: Remove from
me the way of lying, Ps. cxix. 29.

3 Is it a sin to belie ourselves? Yes: As there
is that maketh himself poor, yet bath great riches,
Prov. xiii. 7. May we be careless of our own good
pame? No: If I should say I know him not, I
should he a liar like unto you, Jobn viii. 55.

4. Is it a sin to belie our neighbour? Yes: They
laid to my charge things that I know not, Ps. xxxv.
11. Isitfolly? Yes: He that uttereth slander is
a fool, Prov. x. 18. Is it a sin to speak evil of any ?
Yes: Pat them in mind to speak evil of no man,
Tit. iii. 1, 2. And to be censorious of our brethren ?
Yes: Judge not, that ye be not judged, Matt. vii. 1.
Isit a great offence to God to do this? Yes: He
that speaks evil of his brother, and judgeth his bro-
ther, speaks evil of the law, and judgeth the law,
Jamesiv.11. Does it make us like the devil ? Yes:
for be is the accuser of the brethren, Rev. xii. 10.

5. Is it a sin to raise a false report? Yes: Thou
shalt not raise a false report, Exod. xxiii. 1. And
asin to spread it? Yes: Thou shalt not go up and
down as a tale-bearer, Lev. xix. 16. May we pro-
claim our brethren’s faults? No: for charity rejoic-
eth not in iniquity, 1 Cor. xiii. 6. Is it a sin to speak
illof magistrates? Yes: Thou shalt not speak evil
of the ruler of thy people, Acts xxiii. 5. Is it a sin
to be abusive to the poor? Yes: for he that mock-
eth the poor, reproacheth his Maker, Prov. xvii.
5. May we speak ill of those who speak ill of us?
No: We must not render railing for railing, 1 Pet.
jii. 9.

Q. 79. What is the tenth commandment ?

A. The tenth commandment is, Thou shalt not
covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy
neighboar’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid-
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is
thy neighbour’s.

1. Does this commandment lay a restraint upon
theheart? Yes: for the law is spiritual, Rom. vii.
4. Does the heart need this restraint?> Yes: for
the inward part is very wickedness, Ps. v. 9. Does
the light of nature discover this? No: I had not
known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not
covet, Rom. vii. 7.

2. Are we forbidden to covet another man’s house ?

" Yes: Asthey that covet houses and take them away,
Mic. ji. 2. Or another man’s wife? Yes: for her

busband is to her a covering of the eyes, Gen. xx.
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16. Or another man’s goods 7+ Yes: I have coveted
no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel, Acts xx. 33.

Q. 80. What is required in the tenth commandment?

A. The tenth commandment requires a full con-
tentment with our own condition, with a right and
charitable frame of spirit towards our neighbour,and
all that is his.

1. Has God the disposal of our outward condition?
Yes: My times are in thy hand, Ps, xxxi. 15. And
does he order all events concerning us? Yes: he
performeth the thing that is appointed for us, Job
xxiii. 14. Ought we therefore to be content with our
condition? Yes: Be content with such things as
you bhave, Heb. xiii. v. Ought we to be content in
every condition? Yes: I have learned in what-
soever state I am, therewith to be content, Phil. iv.
11. Must we be content with a little? Yes: Hav-
ing food and raiment, let us be therewith content,
1 Tim. vi. 8.

2. Can we expect that our condition should be in
every thing brought to our mind? No: for all is
vanity, Eccl. i. 14. Is it therefore our wisdom to
bring our mind to our condition? Yes: I know how
to be abased, and I know how to abound, Phil. iv.
12. Isany thing got by this? Yes: Godliness with
contentment is great gain, 1 Tim. vi. 6. And is this
the way to be easy? Yes: In your patience possess
ye your souls, Luke xxi. 19.

3. Is that best which is? Yes: Itisthe Lord, let
him do what seemeth him good, 1 Sam. iii. 18.
Must we therefore meke the best of it? Yes: for
wherefore should a living man complain?> Lam. iii.
39. And must we acknowledge it is better than we
deserve? Yes: I am not worthy of the least of all
thy mercies, Gen. xxxii. 10.

4. Ought we to desire the welfare of our neigh-
bours? Yes: Let no man seek his own, but every
man another’s wealth, 1 Cor. x. 24. And to pray
for it? Yes: Supplications and prayers must be
made for all men, 1 Tim. ii. 1. And to be well-
pleased with it? Yes: Rejoice with them that do
rejoice, Rom. xii. 15. And to lay to heart our
neighbour’s troubles? Yes: Remember them that
are in bonds, as bound with them, Heb. xiii. 3.
And is this a charitable frame of spirit? Yes: for
charity suffers long, und is kind, 1 Cor. xiii. 4.

Q. 81. What is forbidden in the tenth command-
ment ?

A. The tenth commandment forbids all discon-
tentment with our own estate, envying or grieving at
the good of our neighbour, and all inordinate de-
sires and affections to any thing that is his.

1. Is it a sin to fret at the disposals of God’s pro-
vidence? Yes: for shall we receive good of the
hand of the Lord, and shall we not receive evil also ?
Job ii. 10. Is it a sin to quarrel with them? Yes:
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for they that murmured were destroyed of the de-
stroyer, 1 Cor. x. 10. Is it an evil thing to under-
value tbe mercies we have? Yes: as the Israelites
thatsaid, There is nothing besides this manna, Numb.
xi. 6. And to aggravate the afflictions we are under?
Yes: as they that said, We die, we perish, we all
perish, Numb. xvii. 12. May we in any thing be
discontented? No : for we mustin every thing give
thanks. 1 Thess. v. 18.

2. Is it a sin against this conmandment to envy
our neighbour’s welfare? Yes: for charity envieth
not, 1 Cor. xiii. 4. Is envy an offence to God?
Yes: foris our eye evil because his is good? Matt.
xx. 15. Is it hurtful to ourselves? Yes: for envy
1s the rottenness of the bones, Prov. xiv. 30. Isit
the cause of much mischief? Yes: for where envy
is, there is confusion, and every evil work, James
iii. 16. Is it a sin to be pleased with our neigh-
bour’s hurt or loss? Yes: he thatis glad at calami-
ties shall not be unpunished, Prov. xvii. 5.

3. Isita sin to desire to sin? Yes: Lust not after
evil things, as they also lusted, 1 Cor. x. 6. Does
all sin begin in the lustings of the heart? Yes: for
lust, when it hath conceived, bringeth forth sin,
James i. 15. Isitasin to desire any temporal good
inordinately? Yes: as Rachel, that said, Give me
children, or else I die, Gen. xxx. 1. And is it a sin
to lust after the delights of sense? Yes: as the Is-
raelites who weptagain, saying, Who will give us flesh
to eat? Numb. xi. 4. Must we therefore suppress all
sinful desires? Yes: and make no provision for the
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof, Rom. xiii. 14.

4. Is it a sin to set our hearts upon worldly wealth?
Yes: Love not the world, nor the things that are in
the world, 1 John ii. 15. Is covetousness an offence
to God? Yes: for it is idolatry, Col. iii. 5. Will
it be a vexation to ourselves? Yes: for he that
loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver, Eccl.
v. 10. Will it be a vexation to our families? Yes:
for he that is greedy of gain troubles his own house,
Prov. xv. 27.

And injurious to our neighbour? Yes: for they
that lay house to house, and field to field, would be
placed alone in the midst of the earth, Isa. v. 8. Is
covetousness the cause of much sin? Yes: for
they that will be rich, fall into temptation and a
snare, 1 Tim. vi. 9. Must we therefore watch against
it? Yes: Take heed, and beware of covetousness,
Luke xii. 15. And must we abstain from all the
practices of it? Yes: Let your conversation be
without covetousness, Heb. xiii. 5, And must we
pray earnestly againstit? Yes: Incline my heart
unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness, Ps.
exix. 36.

Q. 82. I any man able in this life perfectly to keep
the commandments of God?
A. No mere man since the fall is able in this life
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perfectly to keep.the commandments of God, but
does daily break them in thought, word, or deed.

1. Are any in this world perfectly free from sin?
No: for there is no man that sinneth not, 2 Chron.
vi.36. Was Christ, who was not a mere man, per-
fect> Yes: he knew no sin, 2 Cor. v. 21. Was
Adam before the fall perfect? Yes: for God made
man upright, Eccl. vii. 20. Are the saints in the
other life perfect? Yes: the glorious church is
without spot or wrinkle, Epbh. v. 27. But is any
mere man since the fall in this life perfect? No:
for there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth
good, and sinneth not, Eccl. vii. 20.

2. Are self-justitiers self-deceivers? Yes: If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 1 John i.
8. And do they put a great affront upon God ? Yes:
for if we say we have not sinned, we make him a
liar, 1 Jobn i. 10.

3. Are not we able to keep God’s commandments
better than we do?> Yes: If I bave done iniquity, I
will do no more, Job xxxiv. 32. But are we able
perfectly to keep them? No: For when I would
do good, evil is present with me, Rom. vii. 2I.
Though Noah was said to be perfect, yet did not he
sin? Yes: for he drank of the wine, and was
drunk, Gen. ix. 21. And Job? Yes: for he cursed
his day, Job iii. 1. And Hegzekiah? Yes: for his
heart was lifted up, 2 Chron. xxxii. 25. Was St.
Paul himself perfect? No: Not as though I had
already attained, either were already perfect, Phil.
iii. 12.

4. Do we sin daily? Yes: in many things we
offend all, Jam. iii. 2. Do we daily sin in thought?
Yes: for, The imagination of man’s heart is evil
from his youth, Gen. viii. 21. Are we guilty of
many tongue-sins? Yes: In the multitude of words
there wanteth not sin, Prov. x. 19. Are the best
guilty of many defects? Yes: for when the spirit
is willing the flesh is weak, Matt. xxvi. 41. Aand
of many inadvertencies? Yes: They are overtaken
in a fault, Gal. vi. 1. Can we tell how often we
offend? No: who can understand his errors? Ps.
xix. 13. Should we not therefore have recourse to
Christ daily by faith and repentance> Yes: If any
man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 1
John ii. 1.

Q. 83. Are all transgressions of the law equally
heinous ? :

A. Some sins in themselves, and, by reason of
several aggravations, are more heinous in the sight
of God than others.

1. Is every sin done in God’s sight? Yes: I did
this evil in thy sight, Ps. li. 4. Is it heinous in
God’s sight? Yes: for he is of purer eyes than to
bebold iniquity, Hab. i. 13. Bat is every sin alike
heinous? No: He that delivercd me unto thee hath
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the greater sin, Jobn xix. 11. Are some sins in
themselves more heinous than others? Yes: If a
man sin against the Lord, who shall entreat for him?
1 Sam. ii. 25. Are presumptuous sins more heinous
than others? Yes: the soul that doeth aught pre-
sumptuously, that soul reproacheth the Lord, Numb.
xv. 30. Was ever any sin so heinous as not to be
forgiven? Yes: the Pharisees’ blasphemy against
the Holy Ghost was so, Matt. xii. 32.

2. Are sins against knowledge aggravated sins?
Yes: that servant that knew his Lord’s will, and
did it not, shall be beaten with many stripes, Luke
xii. 47. And sins against mercies? Yes: Do ye
thus requite the Lord, O foolish people, and unwise ?
Deut. xxxii. 6. Especiallyagainst spiritual mercies?
Yes: As Solomon, who turned from the Lord God of
Israel which had appeared unto him twice, 1 Kings
xi. 9. Are sins against reproof aggravated sins?
Yes: He that being often reproved bardeneth his
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, Prov. xxix. 1.
And sins against our vows and covenants? Yes:
Thon saidst, I will not transgress, Jer. ii. 20.

3. Are the sins of great professors aggravated sins?
Yes: for the name of God is blasphemed through
them, Rom. ii. 24. And the sins of ministers ? Yes:
Thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost
thou steal ? Rom. ii. 21. May the place be an aggra-
vation of the sin? Yes: They provoked him at the
sea, even at the Red sea, Ps. cvi. 7. And the time?
Yes: They turned aside quickly, Exod. xxxii. 8.

4. Is it an aggravation of sin, if it be done with
contrivance ? Yes: Woe to them that devise ini-
quity, Mic. ii. 1. And if it be done with delight?
Yes: They rejoice to do evil, Prov. ii. 14. And
without blushing? Yes: They declare their sin as
Sodom, Isa. iii. 9. And if it be boasted of? Yes:
Whose glory is in their shame, Phil. iii. 19. Andifit
be often repeated? Yes: They have tempted me
now these ten times, Num. xiv. 22. Should we take
notice of these aggravations in our confessions?
Yes: Aaron shall confess the iniquity of the chil-
dren of Israel, and all their transgressions in all
their sins, Lev. xvi. 21.

Q. 84. Wahat does every sin deserve?
A. Every sin deserves God’s wrath and carse,
both in this life, and that which is to come.

1. Does sin provoke God? Yes: Ephraim pro-
voked him to anger most bitterly, Hos. xii. 14. Does
it deserve his wrath? Yes: According to their de-
serts will I judge them, Ezek. vii. 27. Does that
wrath rest upon impeuitent sinners? Yes: The
wrath of God abideth on them, John iii. 3. Andis
it just it should ? Yes: For when God renders to
every man according to his work, he renders indig-
nation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, to every
soul of man that doeth evil, Rom. ii. 6, 8.

2. Does sin deserve God’s curse? Yes: Cursed
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is every one that continues not in all things written
in the book of the law to do them, Gal. iii. 10. Can
any avoid that curse? No: Forall these curses shall
come upon thee, and overtake thee, Deut. xxviii. 15.
Can a man bear up under that curse? No: for it
shall come into his bowels like water, and like oil
into his bones, Ps. cix. 18. Can a man fortify him-
self against that curse? No: for it shall consume
the house, with the timber thereof, and the stones
thereof, Zech. v. 4.

3. Does sin deserve God’s wrath and curse in this
life? Yes: for these things’ sake cometh the wrath
of God upon the children of disobedience, Col. iii. 6.
And in the life to come? Yes: for wrath is trea-
sured up against the day of wrath, Rom. ii. 5. Does
every sin deserve God’s wrath? Yes: for the wages
of sin is death, Rom. vi. 23. Is any sin venial in
its own nature? No: for the blood of Christ is that
which must cleanse from all sin, 1 Johni. 7. Does
your sin deserve this wrath and curse? Yes: If I
be wicked, woe to me, Job x. 15.

Q. 85. What does God require of us, that we may
escape the wrath and curse due to us for sin?

A. To escape the wrath and anger of God due
to us for sin, God requires of us faith in Jesus
Christ, repentance unto life, with a diligent use of
all the outward means whereby Christ communicates
to us the benefits of redemption.

1. Isthe wrath and curse of God due to us for sin?
Yes: weare by nature children of wrath, Epbh. ii. 3.
Has God provided a way of escape from that wrath?
Yes: I have found a ransom, Job xxxiii. 24. Does
the gospel show us that way? Yes: He shall tell
the words whereby thou mayest be saved, Acts xi. 14.
Is it through Christ that we may escape this wrath?
Yes: It is Jesus that delivereth us from the wrath
to come, 1 Thess. i. 10. Is any thing to be done by
us in order to our escape? Yes: Work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling ; for it is God
that worketh in you, Phil. ii. 12, 13.

2. Are we concerned to inquire what is to be done
by us in order to our escape? Yes: Wherewithal
shall I come before the Lord? Mic. vi. 6. Will a
convinced conscience put us upon this inquiry?
Yes: When they were pricked to the heart they said,
Men and brethren, what shall we do? Acts ii. 37.
Must we be serious and solicitous in this inquiry?
Yes: as the gaoler that came trembling and said,
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? Acts xvi. 30.
Must we be speedy in this inquiry? Yes: The
morning cometh, and also the night, if ye will in-
quire, inquire ye, Isa. xxi. 12. Must we make this
inquiry with resolution? Yes: They shall ask their
way to Sion with their faces thitherward, Jer. 1. 5.
Must we apply ourselves to Christ with this inquiry ?
Yes: Good Master, what good thing shall I do that
I may have eternal life? Matt. xix. 16.
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3. Is that which is to be done by us for our salva-
tion required of us? Yes: This is his command-
ment, That we believe, 1 John iii. 23. And are we
called upon to doit? Yes: Turn ye, turn ye; why
will ye die, O house of Israel ? Ezek. xxxiii. 11.

4. Is faith in Jesus Christ required that we may
escape this wrath? Yes: Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, Acts xvi. 31. Is
repentance required? Yes: Repent, and be con-
verted, that our sins may be blotted, Actsiii. 19. Did
our Lord Jesus preach these as the two great com-
mandments of the gospel? Yes: The kingdom of
God is at hand ; repent ye, and believe the gospel,
Mark i. 15. Did the apostles preach them? Yes:
testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks,
repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord
Jesus Christ, Acts xx. 21. And is it required that
we diligently use the means of grace? Yes : Teach-
ing them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you, Matt. xxviii. 20.

Q. 86. What is faith in Jesus Christ?

A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby
we receive and rest upon him alone for salvation, as
he is offercd to us in the gospel.

1. Arc we to believe in Jesus Christ? Yes: Ye
believe in God, believe also in me, John xiv. 1. Is
Christ in the word the object of our faith? Yes:
For the word is nigh thee, Rom. x. 8. Is faith in
Christ a grace? Yes: it is not of ourselves; it is
the gift of God, Epbh. ii. 8. Isitfreegrace? Yes:
To you it is given on the behalf of Christ to believe
in him, Phil. i. 29. Is it a saving grace? Yes:
for we believe to the saving of the soul, Heb. x. 39,
Is it that by which we live? Yes: The just shall
live by his faith, Rom. i. 17. Is unbelief the great
damning sin? Yes: They could not enter in be-
cause of unbelief, Heb. iii. 19,

2. Do we by faith assent to gospel trnths? Yes:
He that has received his testimony hath set to his
seal that God is true, John iii. 33. Do we by faith
consent to gospel terms? Yes: Take my yoke upon
you, and learn of me, Matt. xi. 29. Must both these
go together? Yes: He said, Lord, I believe, and
he worshipped him, John ix. 38. Is there good rea-
son for both? Yes: for it is both a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, 1 Tim. i. 15. .

3. Is this receiving Christ? Yes: Ye have re-
ceived Christ Jesus the Lord, Col. ii. 6. Is it ap-
plying the righteousness of Christ to ourselves?
Yes: Who loved me, and gave himself for me, Gal.
ii. 20. And consenting to it? Yes: We have now
received the atonement, Rom. v. 11, Must we re-
ceive Christ to rule us as well as to save us? Yes:
For him hath God exalted to be both a Prince and
a Saviour, Acts v.31. And is it enough only to re-
ceive him? No: as we have received him, so we
must walk in him, Col. ii. 6.

A SCRIPTURE CATECHISM.

4. Do we by faith rest on Christ alone for salva- .

tion? Yes: in his name shall the Gentiles trast,
Matt. xii. 21. And rely on his righteousness ? Yes:
That I may win Christ, and be found in him, not
having my own righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Christ, Phil.
iii.9. And do we rejoice in him? Yes: for we are
the circumcision that rejoice in Christ Jesus, Phil.
iii. 3.

5. Will faith in Christ produce good affections?
Yes: forit works by love, Gal. v. 6. Will it purify
the heart? Yes: Purifying their hearts by faith,
Acts xv. 9. Will it overcome the world? Yes:
This is the victory, overcoming the world, even your
faith, 1 John v. 4. Will it resist the temptations of
Satan? Yes: the shield of faith quenches the fiery
darts of the wicked, Epb. vi. 16. Does it exert itself
in obedience! Yes: for the gospel is made known
to all nations for the obedience of faith, Rom. xvi.
26. And. does it subject the soul to the grace and
government of the Lord Jesus? Yes: My Lord,
and my God, Jobn xx. 28.

Q. 87. What is repentance unto life ?

A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby
a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and appre-
hension of the mercy of God in Christ, does with
grief and hatred of his sin turn from it unto God,
with full purpose of, and endeavour after, new obe-
dience.

1. Is true repentance, repentance unto life? Yes:
God hath to the Gentiles granted repentance unto
life, Acts xi. 18, Isit agrace? Yes: If God per-
adventure will give them repentance, 2 Tim. ii. 25.
Is it a saving grace? Yes: godly sorrow worketh
repentance unto salvation, 2 Cor. vii. 10.

2. Is repentance required of every one of us?
Yes: God commandeth all men every where to re-
pent, Acts xvii. 30. Isit necessary to our pardon?
Yes: for repentance and remission of sins are
preached to all nations, Luke xxiv. 47. Is it given
to qualify us for pardon? Yes: God hath exalted
his Son Christ Jesus, to give repentance and remis-
sion of sins, Acts v. 31. Can we be saved without
it? No: Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish, Luke xiii. 3.

3. Is it necessary to repentance, that there be a
sense of sin? Yes: Cause Jerusalem to know her
abominations, Ezek. xvi. 2. Must there be an ac-
knowledgment of sin? Yes: I acknowledge my
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me, Ps. li.
3. Must we acknowledge the fact of sin? Yes:
Thus and thus have I done, Josh. vii. 20. And the
fault? Yes: I have done this evil in thy sight, Ps
li. 4. And the folly of it? Yes: O God, thou know-
est my foolishness, Ps, Ixix. 5. Must we acknow-
ledge the original of sin? Yes: Behold, I was
shapen in iniquity, Ps, li. 5. Must we acknowledge
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ourselves odious to God’s holiness because of sin?
Yes: Behold I am vile, Job xl. 4. And obnoxious
to his justice? Yes: If thou, Lord, shouldest mark
iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand, Ps. cxxx. 3.

4. Must there be an apprehension of the mercy of
God in Christ? Yes : There is forgiveness with thee
that thou mayest be feared, Ps. cxxx. 4. Must that
invite us to repent? Yes: The goodness of God
lcadcth thee to repentance, Rom. ii. 4. Is that
evangelical repentance which tlows from a hope of
that mercy? Yes: Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand, Matt. iii. 2. Can there be
true repentance where there is a despair of mercy ?
No: Thou saidst there is hope; no, I have loved
strangers, and after them will I go, Jer. ii. 25.
Have we reason to hope for that mercy ? Yes: Tarn
to the Lord, and he will have merey, Isa. lv. 7.

5. Must there be contrition forsin? Yes: When
they heard this, they were pricked to the heart, Acts
ii. 37. Must we turn from sin? Yes: Every onc
mourning for hisiniquities, Ezek. vii. 16. Must we
mourn greatly for sin? Yes: Peter went out and
wept bitterly, Matt. xxvi. 75. Must we mourn
after a godly sert? Yes: Ye sorrowed according to
God, 2 Cor. vii. 9. marg. Must we mourn for sin
with an eye to Christ? Yes: They shall look on him
whom they have pierced, and mourn, Zech. xii. 10.

6. Must we hate sin? Yes: I hato every false
way, Ps. exix. 128. Must we loathe ourselves be-
cause of sin? Yes: I abhor myself, and repent in
dust and ashes, Job xlii. 6. Must we be ashamed
of ourselves before God? Yes: I am ashamed, and
blush to lift up my face to thee, my God, Ezra ix. 6.
And must we humble ourselves greatly in his pre-
sence? Yes: as the publican that stood afar off,
and woald not lift up so much as his eyes to heaven,
Luke xviii. 13.

7. Must we confess our sins? Yes: for he that
covers his sins shall not prosper, Prov. xxviii. 13.
And must we aggravate them? Yes: I havesinned
against heaven, and before thee, Luke xv. 18. And
must we judge ourselves because of them? Yes:
If ve would judge ourselves, we should not be judg-
¢d,1 Cor. xi. 31. And must we cry earnestly to

God for pardon 1n the blood of Christ? Yes: God
be merciful to me a sinner, Luke xviii. 13,

8. Must we turn fromsin? Yes: Repent, and turn
yoursclves from all your transgressions, Ezek. xviii.
3. From our own sin? Yes: Return ye now
every one from his evil way, Jer. xviii. 11. And
mast we turn to God? Yes: If thou wilt return, O
Israel, return unto me, Jer. iv. 1. Are backsliders
invited to return? Yes: Return, ye backsliding
children, Jer. iii. 22. And should they accept the
invitation? Yes: Behold, we come unto thee, for
thou art the Lord, our Lord, Jer., iii. 22.

9. In repentance must there be a change of the
mind? Yes: Make ye a new heart, Ezek. xviii. 31.
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Must there be a change of the way? Yes: Cease to
do evil, learn to do well, Isa. i. 16, 17. Must there
be a full resolution against all sin? Yecs: Ephraim
shall say, What have I to do any more with idols?
Hos. xiv.8. And a full resolution of new obedience :
Yes: The Lord our God will we serve, and his voice
will we obey, Josh. xxiv. 24. And must we be se-
rious in our endeavours accordingly ? Yes: Bring
forth therefore fruits meet for repentance, Matt. iii. 8.

Q. 88. What are the outward means whereby
Clirist communicates to us the benefits of redemption ?

A. The outward and ordinary means whereby
Christ communicates tous the benefits of redemption,
are his ordinances, especially the word, sacraments,
and prayer; all which are made effectual to the
elect for salvation.

1. Does Christ communicate the benefits of re-
demption? Yes: for of his fulness have all we
received, Jobhn i. 16. Does he ordinarily commau-
nicate them by means? Yes: I will for this be
inquired of, Ezek. xxxvi. 37. 1Is he tied to those
means? No: for the Spirit, as the wind, bloweth
where be listeth, John iii. 8. Butare we tied to the
use of them? Yes: Where I record my name, I
will come to thee, and will bless thee, Exod. xx.
24. Are the ordinances the outward and ordinary
means of grace? Yes: I the Lord do sanctify Israel,
when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them,
Ezck. xxxvii. 28.

2. Are the word, sacraments, and prayer, the great
gospel ordinances? Yes: Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized, and they continued
stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fcllowship,
and in breaking bread, and in prayers, Actsii. 41,42,
Is singing of psalms also a gospel ordinance ? Yes:
Speaking to yourselves in psalms, and hymns, and
spiritual songs, Eph. v. 19. Is it appointed for our
own consolation? Yes: Is any merry. let him sing
psalms, Jam. v. 13. And for mutual instruction?
Yes: Teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms, Col. iii. 16. And for God’s glory? Yes:
Singing with grace in your heart to the Lord, Col.
iii. 16.

3. Has Christ appointed ministers of the gospel?
Yes: he hath given pastors and teachers for the edi-
fying of the body of Christ, Eph. iv. 11, 12. Isthe ad-
ministration of ordinances committed tothem? Yes:
for they are the stewards of the mysteries of God, 1
Cor. iv. 1. And must they attend that service? Yes:
We will give ourselves to prayer, and to the minis-
try of the word, Acts vi.4.

4. Are gospel ordinances made effectual to all for
salvation? No: for with many of them God was
not well pleased, 1 Cor. x. 5. But are they made
effectual to the elect? Yes: As many as were or-
dained to eternal life believed, Acts xiii. 48.
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Q. 89. How is the word made effectual to salvation ?

A. The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but
cspecially the preaching, of the word, an effectual
means of convincing and converting sinners, and of
building them up in holiness and comfort, through
faith, unto salvation.

1. Is the word to be read by us? Yes: I charge
you that this epistle be read unto all the holy bre-
thren, 1 Thess. v. 27. Is it to be read in solemn
assemblies? Yes: Moses is read in the synagogues
every sabbath day, Acts xv. 21. Is it profitable to
expound the Scriptures: Yes: They that read in
the law of God, gave the sense, and caused them to
understand the reading, Neh. viii. 8. Is the word
of God to be preached? Yes: Preach the word, be
instant in season, and out of season, reprove, rebuke,
exhort, 2 Tim. iv.2. Is it the duty of all to hear the
word? Yes: He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches, Rev. ii. 7.
Will the bare reading and hearing of the word pro-
fit? No: the letter kills, the spirit gives life, 2 Cor.
iii. 6.

2. But is the reading and hearing of the word the
ordinary means of convincing sinners? Yes: for
it is mighty through God, to the pulling down of
strong holds, 2 Cor. x. 4. And of startling the se-
cure? Yes: by them is thy servant warned, Ps.
xix. 11. Is it the ordinary means of conversion ?
Yes: If the prophets had stood in my counsel, they
should have turned people from their evil way, Jer.
xxiii. 22. And has it been the conversion of many?
Yes: When the law of truth was in his mouth, he
did turn many away from iniquity, Mal. ii. 6. Is
it the ordinary means of working faith? Yes: for
faith comes by hearing, Rom. x. 17. And of renew-
ing of the heart? Yes: for the seed is the word of
God, Luke viii. 11. And of reforming the life?
Yes: By the words of thy lips I have kept me from
the paths of the destroyer, Ps. xvii. 4.

3. Is the reading and hearing of the word needful
to those who are regenerate? Yes: for they are
nourished up in the words of faith, and of good doc-
trine, 1 Tim. iv. 6. Is it a means of building them
up in holiness? Yes: itis for the perfecting of the
saints, Eph. iv. 12. Will it furnish them for all
good? Yes: Thatthe man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished to all good works, 2 Tim. iii.
17. Will it fortify them against all evil? Yes: for
the sword of the Spirit is the word of God, Epb. vi.
17. Is it a means of building them up in comfort ?
Yes: That we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope, Rom. xv. 4.

4. Does the Spirit of God make the word effectual
for all these good purposes? Yes: When the hand
of the Lord was with them, a great number believed,
and turned to the Lord, Acts xi. 21. Is it effectual
through faith unto salvation? Yes: Itis the power
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of God unto salvation to every one that believes,
Rom. i. 16. Is it not a great mercy then to have
plenty of the word of God? Yes: Blessed is the
people that know the joyful sound, Ps. Ixxxix. 15.
And should we not welcome those that bring it>
Yes: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord, Ps. cxviii. 26.

Q. 90. How is the word to be read and heard that it
may become effectual to salvation ?

A. That the word may become effectual to salva-
tion, we must attend thereunto with diligence, pre-
paration, and prayer, receive it with faith and love,
lay it up in our hearts, and practise it in our lives.

1. Must we read the word of God with seriousness?
Yes: we must give attendance to reading, 1 Tim.
iv. 13. Aund not read it as a common book? No:
It is not a vain thing, for it is your life, Deut. xxxii.
47.

2. Must we be diligent to hear the word? Yes:
Watching daily at Wisdom’s gates, waiting at the
posts of her doors, Prov. viii. 34. Must we prepare
for hearing it? Yes: Lay aside all malice, and
guile, and hypocrisy, and filthiness, and superfluity
of naughtiness, 1 Pet. ii. 1. Must we come to it
with a spiritual appetite? Yes: asnew-born babes,
desire the sincere milk of the word, 1 Pet. ii. 2.
Must we set ourselves to receiveit? Yes: as Mary
sat at Jesus’ feet to hear his word, Luke x. 39.
Must we bow our souls before it? Yes: Speak,
Lord, for thy servant hears, 1 Sam. iii. 9. Must we
diligently hearken to it? Yes: Be swift to hear,
Jam. i. 19.

3. Must we hear the word with reverence? Yes:
When Ezia opened the book all the people stood up,
Nebh. viii. 5. Must we hear it with care? Yes: Take
heed how ye hear, Luke viii. 18. And with meek-
ness? Yes: Receive with meekness the engrafted
word, Jam, i. 21. And with delight? Yes: How
sweet are thy words unto my taste! Ps. cxix. 103.
And with a holy fear? Yes: we must tremble at
the word, Isa. Ixvi. 2. Must we receive it as the word
of men? No: but as it isin truth, the word of God,
1 Thess. ii. 13.

4. Must we take heed of sleeping under the word ?
Yes: Could ye not watch with me one hour : Matt.
xxvi. 40. Must we pray for a blessing apon the
word? Yes: Open thou mine eyes, that I may be-
hold wondrous things out of thy law, Ps. cxix. 18-
Must we receive the word with faith? Yes: for it
will not profit if it be not mixed with faith, Heb. iv.
2. Must we receive men’s words with an implicit
faith? No: Believe not every spirit, but try the spi-
rits, 1 John iv. 1. But must we receive God’s word
with an implicit faith? Yes: for every word of
God is pure, Prov. xxx. 5. Must we receive it with
love? Yes: I have esteemed the words of his mouth
more than my necessary food, Job xxiii. 12.
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5. Must we remember the word we read and hear?
Yes: lest at any time we let it slip, Heb. ii. 1.
Must we lay it up in our hearts? Yes: Thy word
bave I hid in my beart, Ps. cxix. 11. Must we me-
ditate on it? Yes: In that law doth he meditate
day and night, Ps. i.2. Must we practise it in our
lives? Yes: Be ye doers of the word, and not
hearers only, James i. 22. Will it suffice to bear,
though we do not practise? No: If ye know these
things, happy are ye if ye do them, John xiii. 17.

Q. 91. How do the sacraments become cffectual
means of salvation ?

A. The sacraments become effectual means of
salvation, not from any virtae in them, or in him who
administers them, but only by the blessing of Christ,
and the working of the Spirit in them, who by faith
receive them.

1. Do the sacraments certainly save all that par-
take of them? No: They who were rejected of
Cbrist could say, We bave eaten and drunk in thy
presence, Luke xiii. 26. Are they then cflectual by
any virtae in themselves? No: for bodily exercise
profits little, 1 Tim. iv. 8. Do they of themselves
confer grace? No: for if thou be a breaker of the
law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision, Rom.
ii. 25. Is the thingsignified of greater consequence
than the sign? Yes: for circumcision is that of the
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter, Rom. ii. 29.

2. Does the efficacy of the sacraments depend
upon the minister? No: for who is Paul, and
who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed ?
1 Cor. iii. 5. Does the goodness of the minister
invigorate the sacrament 2 No: for Philip baptized
Simon, who yet was in the gall of bitterness, Acts
viii. 13, 23. Does the badness of the minister inva-
lidate the sacrament? No : For Judas was number-
ed with us, and obtained part of this ministry, Acts
i. 17.

3. Does the efficacy of sacraments depend upon the
blessing of Christ? Yes: Lo, I am with you al-
ways, Matt. xxviii. 20. And upon the working of
the Spirit? Yes: for it is the Spirit that quicken-
eth, John vi. 63. And are they effectual to those
only who by faith receivethem? Yes: He that be-
lieves, and is baptized, shall be saved, Mark xvi. 16.

Q. 92. What is a sacrament ?

A. A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by
Christ, wherein, by sensible signs, Christ, and the
benefits of the new covenant, are represented, sealed,
and applied to believers.

1. Is a sacrament a holy ordinance? Yes: For
we minister about holy things, 1 Cor. ix. 13. Must
they therefore be holy that attend them? Yes: Be
ye clean that bear the vessel of the Lord, Isa. lii. 11.
Are sacraments instituted by Christ? Yes: The
Lord bimself shall give you a sign, Isa. vii. 14.
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May men institate sacraments? No: Jeroboam, that
ordained a feast which he had devised of his own
heart, sinned, and made Israel to sin, 1 Kings xii. 33.

2. Is there in a sacrament an outward and visible
sign? Yes: Behold the blood of the covenant,
Exod. xxiv. 8. Is there an inward and spiritual
grace? Yes: for that Rock was Christ, 1 Cor. x.
4. Are outward signs of use to inform our under-
standings? Yes: forin them Christis evidently set
forth crucified among us, Gal. iii. 1. Are they of use
to refresh our memories? Yes: these stones shall be
for a memorial, Josh. iv. 7. And to stir up our af-
fections? Yes: They shall look on him whom they
have pierced, and mourn, Zech. xii. 10. Are they
of use to transmit the things of God from generation
to generation? Yes: For your children shall ask
you, What mean you by this service 2 Exod. xii. 26.

5. Is a sacrament a seal? Yes: Circumcision
was a seal of the righteousness which is by faith,
Rom. iv. 11. A seal of the covenant? Yes: He
gave him the covenant of circumcision, Acts vii. 8.
Isasacramentanoath? Yes: They entered into an
oath to walk in God’s law, Neh. x. 29. Is it an en-
couragement to our faith? Yes: Reach hither thy
hand, and thrust it into my side, and be not faith-
less, but believing, John xx. 27. Is it an engage-
ment to obedience? Yes: That henceforth we
should not serve sin, Rom. vi. 8. Is Christ applied
tous in sacraments? Yes: As many of you as have
been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ, Gal.
iii. 27. Are the benefits of the new covenant ap-
plied to us? Yes: To be a God to thee, and to thy
seed after thee, Gen. xvii. 7.

Q. 93. Wiich are the sacraments of the New Tes-
tament ?

A. The sacraments of the New Testament are
baptism and the Lord’s supper.

1. Were there sacraments in innocency? Yes:
The tree of life in the midst of the garden, and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, Gen. ii. 9.
Were there sacraments under the law? Yes: for
the law had a shadow of good things to come, Heb.
x. 1. Was circumcision a sacrament? Yes: He
received the sign of circumcision, Rom. iv. 11. Was
the passover a sacrament? Yes: Christ our pass-
over is sacrificed for us, 1 Cor. v. 7.

2. Have we sacraments now under the gospel?
Yes: for unto us was the gospel preached, as well
as unto them, Heb. iv. 2, Are baptism and the
Lord’s supper our two sacraments? Yes: for we
are baptized into one body, and all drink into one
spirit, 1 Cor. xii. 13. May men add any more sa-
craments? No: Add thou not unto his words, lest
he reprove thee, Prov. xxx. 6.

Q. 94. What is baptism?
A. Baptism is a sacrament, wherein the washing



920

with water, in the name of the Father, of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost, does signify and seal our
ingrafting into Christ, and partaking of the benefits
of the covenant of grace, and our engagement to be
the Lord’s.

1. Is washing with water the outward sign in bap-
tism? Yes: I am come baptizing with water, John
i. 31. Is that well done by sprinkling? Yes: For
so shall he sprinkle many nations, Isa. lii. 15. Ezek.
xxx. 25. Isthat sign significant? Yes: If ye are
washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified, 1 Cor. vi.
11. Butis the outward sign alone sufficient? No:
Baptism saves us, not as it is the putting away the
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good con-
science towards God, 1 Pet. iii. 21.

2. Must baptismn be in the name of Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost? Yes: Go ye therefore and teach
all nations, baptizing themin the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Matt. xxviii.
19. And not in the minister's name? No: Were ye
baptized in the name of Paul? 1 Cor. i.13. Is it
therefore one? Yes: for there is one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, Eph. iv. 5.

3. Is baptism a door of admission into the visible
church? Yes: There were added to the church
daily, Acts ii. 47. Are we thereby entered into
Christ’s school? Yes: Jesus made and baptized
disciples, John iv. 1. And listed under his banner?
Yes: as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, 2 Tim.
ii. 3.

4. Is baptism a seal of our ingrafting into Christ ?
Yes: for being baptized into Jesus Christ, we are
baptized into his death, Rom. vi. 3. And of our
partaking of the benefits of the new covenant? Yes:
Be baptized for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, Acts ii. 38. And
of our engagement to be the Lord’s? Yes: I enter-
ed into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God,
and thou becamest mine, Ezek. xvi. 8. Is the cove-
nant sealed in the baptism a mutual covenant?
Yes: Ye shall be my people, and I will be your
God, Jer. xxx. 22.

5. Are we bound by our baptism to renounce the
devil and all his works? Yes: for the Son of God
was manifested to destroy the works of the devil, 1
John iii. 8. And to renounce the pomps and vani-
tics of this wicked world ? Yes: for we maust not
be conformed to this world, Rom, xii. 2. And all
the sinful lusts of the flesh? Yes: for we are not
in the flesh, but in the spirit, Rom. viii.9. Are we
bound tobelieve all the articles of the Christian faith?
Yes: we maust hold fast the form of sound words,
2 Tim. i. 13. And to keep God’s holy will and com-
mandments? Yes: that we also should walk in
newneds of life, Rom. vi. 4. And to walk in the
same all the days of our life? Yes: If ye continue
in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed, John
viii, 31,
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Q. 95. To whom is baptism to be administered ?

A. Baptism is not to be administered to any who
are out of the visible church, till they profess their
faith in Christ, and obedience to him; but the in-
fants of such as are members of the visible church,
are to be baptized.

1. Are Jews and Pagans to be baptized upon their
believing? Yes: If thou believest with all thy
beart, thou mayest, Acts viii. 37. Will their justifi-
able profession warrant the administering of bap-
tismtothem? Yes: Simon Magushimself believed
also, and was baptized, Acts viii. 13.

2. Are the children of believing parents to be bap-
tized in their infancy? Yes: for a seed shall serve
him, it shall be accounted to the Lord for a genera-
tion, Ps. xxii. 30. Is it possible that they may be
in covenant with God? Yes: For you have noi
chosen me, but I have chosen you, John xv. 16. Is
it probable they should be in covenant? Yes: For
when Israel was a child, then I loved him, Hos. xi.
1. Is it certain they were in covenant? Yes: I
will be a God to thee, and to thy seed, Gen. xvii.
7. Is it therefore certain they are in covenant?
Yes: for the blessing of Abraham comes upon the
Gentiles, Gal. iii. 14. Does the seal of the covenant
therefore belong to them ? Yes: Every man-child
among you shall be circumcised, Gen. xvii. 10.

3. Are the children of Christians members of
Christ’s visible church? Yes: for of sach is the
kingdom of God, Mark x. 14. Do the promises be-
long to them? Yes: the promise is to you and to
your children, Actsii. 39. Does the promise of the
Spirit belong to them? Yes: I will pour my Spirit
upon thy seed, Isa. xliv. 3. Are they capable of re-
cciving it? Yes: John was filled with the Holy
Ghost from his mother’s womb, Luke i. 15. Are
they then to be baptized ? Yes: For who can forbid
water to them which have received the Holy Ghost
as well as we? Actsx. 47.

4. Are the children of believers federally holy?
Yes: Else were your children unclean, but now are
they holy, 1 Cor. vii. 14. Are they soin their parents’
right ? Yes: if the root be holy, <o are the branches,
Rom. xi. 16. Are they disciples? Yes: for the
yoke of circumcision was put upon the neck of the
disciples, Acts xv. 1, 10. Are they to be received
in Christ’s name? Yes: Whosoever receiveth one
such little chbild in my name, receiveth me, Matt.
xviii. 5. Are they born unto God? Yes: Thou
hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou
hast born unto me, Ezek. xvi. 20. Are they bound
by relation to be his servants? Yes: I am thy ser-
vant the son of thine handmaid, Ps. cxvi. 16. Qught
they then to be presented to him? Yes: The first-
born of thy sons shalt thou give unto me, Exod. xxii.
29.
5. Do children need to be cleansed from the pol-
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lutions of sin? Yes: for they are shapen in ini-
quity, Ps. li. 5. Is there provision made for their
cleansing? Yes: for there is a fountain opened to
the house of David, Zech. xiii. 1.

6. Are the nations to be discipled by baptism?
Yes: Go ye and disciple all nations, baptizing them,
Matt, xxviii. 19. Are children a part of the nations?
Yes: Your little ones stand herc this day, to enter
into covenant with God, Deat. xxix. 11, 12. And
bas Christ excepted them? No: Suffer little chil-
dren to come unto me, and forbid them not, Matt.
Xix. 14. Were the families of believers baptized
by the apostles? Yes: Lydia was baptized, and
ber household, Acts xvi. 15. Did Christ himself
receive the seal of the covenant in his infancy ?
Yes: When he was eight days old he was circum-
cised, Luke ii. 21.

7. Is infant baptism uscful for preserving the
charch? Yes: That our children may not ccase
from fearing the Lord, Josh. xxii. 25. Was ita great
mercy to you that you were baptized? Yes: For
we are the children of the covenant, Acts iii. 25.

8. Must we be careful to improve our baptism:?
Yes: Be ye mindful always of his covenant, 1 Chron.
xvi. 15. Is it a good argument against sin? Yes:
How shall we that are dead to sin live any longer
therein ? Rom. vi.2. And for holiness? Yes: for
we also should walk in newness of life, Rom. vi. 4.
Isita great encouragement to faith? Yes: Thou
art my God from my mother’s belly, Ps. xxii. 10.
Is it a good plea in prayer? Yes: Save the son of
thy handmaid, Ps. Ixxxvi. 16. Is it a strong induce-
ment to brotherly love? Yes: for we all are bap-
tized into one body, 1 Cor. xii. 13,

Q. 96. What is the Lord’s Supper ?

A. The Lord’s supper is a sacrament, wherein by
giting and receiving bread and wine, according to
Christ’s appointment, his death is showed forth, and
the worthy receivers are not after a corporeal and
carnal manner, but by faith, made partakers of his
body and blood, with all his benefits, to their spirit-
val nourishment, and growth in grace.

1. Was the Lord’s supper institated by Christ
himself? Yes: I received of the Lord that which
I delivered unto you, 1 Cor. xi. 23. Did he leave
it as a legacy to his church? Yes: it was in the
night wherein be was betrayed, 1 Cor. xi. 23. Did
he intend it should continue? Yes: till he come,
v. 26. ’

2. Is bread to be used in this sacrament? Yes:
for he took bread, Matt. xxvi. 26. And does that
signify it to be a strengthening ordinance? Yes:
for bread strengthens man’s heart, Ps. civ. 15, Is
the cup to be used in this sacrament? Yes: He
took the cup when he had supped, 1 Cor. xi. 25.
Does that signify it to be a refreshing ordinance?
Yes: for wine makes glad the heart, Ps. civ. 15.
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Maust these be given and received? Yes: Jesus took
bread, and gave to them,—took the cup, and gave it
to them, Matt. xiv. 22, 23. Are the people to par-
take of the cup? Yes: Drink ye all of it, Matt.
xxvi. 27. Is the ordinance doubled? Yes: because
the thing is established, Gen. xli. 32.

3. Does the bread signify the body of Christ?
Yes: This is my body which is broken for you, 1 Cor.
xi. 24. Does the wine signify the blood of Christ?
Yes: This cup is the New Testament in my blood,
Luke xxii. 20. Are they turned into the very body
and blood of Christ? No: for it is the spirit that
quickens, the flesh profits nothing, John vi. 63. But
is the doctrine of Christ crucified meat and drink to
a believing soul? Yes: My flesh is meat indeed,
and my blood is drink indeed, John vi. 55. And
are we to feed upon that doctrine? Yes: He that
eateth me, even he shall live by.me, John vi. §7.

4. Is the Lord’s supper a commemorating ordi-
nance? Yes: Do this in remembrance of me, Luke
xxii. 19. Is it a confessing ordinance? Yes: Ye
do show the Lord’s death, 1 Cor. xi. 26. Is it a
commaunicating ordinance? Yes: The cup of bless-
ing which we bless, is it not the communion of the
blood of Christ? And the bread which we break,
is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 1
Cor.v. 16. Is it a covenanting ordinance? Yes:
for it is the New Testament, 1 Cor. vi,25. Is ita
confirming ordinance? Yes: for Christin itis evi-
dently set forth, Gal. iii. 9. Is it an ordinance of
communion with all Christians? Yes : for we have
been all made to drink into one spirit, 1 Cor. xii.
13.

5. Is the pardon of sin sealed to believers in this
sacrament? Yes: it is the blood of the New Tes-
tament, which is shed for many for the remission of
sins, Matt. xxvi. 28. Is the gift of the Holy Ghost
sealed to them? Yes: Receive ye the Holy Ghost,
John xx. 22. Is the promise of eternal life sealed
to them? Yes: That ye may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom, Luke xxii. 30. Matt. xxvi.
29. Do we, by receiving this sacrament, bind our-
selves out from all sin? Yes: for we reckon our-
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, Rom. vi. 11. And
do we bind ourselves up to all duty? Yes: for
being made free from sin, we become the servants
of righteousness, Rom. vi. 18.

6. Is the Lord’s supper a spiritual feast? Yes:
a feast of fat things, of wines on thc lees, Isa. xxvi.
6. Is it a marriage-feast? Yes: A certain king
made a marriage for his son, Matt. xxii. 2. . Is it a
feast upon a sacrifice? Yes: Christ is sacrificed
for us, let us keep the feast,1 Cor.v. 7, 8. Isita
feast upon a covenant? Yes: As Isaac made a
feast for Abimelech when they sware onc to another,
Gen. xxvi. 30, 31. Are all good Christians invited
to this feast? Yes: Come, for all things are now
ready, Luke xiv. 17. Are they often to partake of
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it? Yes: As often as ye eat this bread, 1 Cor.
xi. 26.

Q. 97. What is required to the worthy receiving of
the Lord’s supper.

A. It isrequired of them who would worthily par-
take of thc Lord’s supper, that they examine them-
selves of their knowledge to discern the Lord’s body,
of their faith to feed upon bim, of their repentance,
love, and new obedience, lest coming unworthily,
they eat and drink judgment to themselves.

1. Are the ignorant to be admitted to the Lord’s
supper? No: for they discern not the Lord’s body,
1 Cor. xi. 29. Are those to be admitted to it who
are openly profane? No: for what concord hath
Christ with Belial? 2 Cor. vi. 15. But must all
visible adult believers be admitted to it? Yes: All
the congregation of Israel shall keep the passover,
Exod. xii. 47.

2. Must those who come to the Lord’s supper pre-
pare for it? Yes: We must prepare our heart to
seek God, the Lord God of our fathers, 2 Chron.
xiii. 18. Mast we put away every sin? Yes: Purge
out the old leaven, 1 Cor. v. 7. And must we cleanse
ourselves from all pollutions? Yes: I will wash my
hands in innocency, so will I compass thine altar,
O Lord, Ps. xxvi. 6. Must we sequester ourselves
from the world? Yes: Tarry ye here, while I go
yonder and worship, Gen. xxii. 5. And must we
apply ourselves seriously to this service? Yes: We
maust engage the heart to approach unto God, Jer.
xxX. 21.

3. When we come to this ordinance must we exa-
mine ourselves? Yes: Let a man examine himself,
and s0 let him eat of that bread, and drink of that
cup, 1 Cor. xi. 28. Must we examine our spiritual
state? Yes: Examine yourselves whether ye be in
the faith, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Must we examine our par-
ticular ways? Yes: Let us search and try our ways,
Lam. jii. 40. Must we renew our repentance for sin?
Yes: for if we would judge ourselves, we should
not be judged, 1 Cor. xi. 31. And our faith in
Christ crucified? Yes: Who loved me and gave
himself for me, Gal. ii. 20. Must we stedfastly pur-
pose to lead a new life? Yes: I have sworn,and I
will perform it, that I will keep tby righteous judg-
ments, Ps. c¢x. 106. And must we be in charity with
all men? Yes: First be reconciled to thy brother,
and then come and offer thy gift, Matt, v. 24. And
must we stir up desires towards Christ? Yes: Let
himn that is athirst come, Rev. xxii. 17.

4. Must we receive this sacrament with great re-
verence? Yes: In thy fear will I worship towards
thy holy temple, Ps. v. 7. And with fixedness of
thought? Yes: Bind the sacrifice with cords unto
the horns of the altar, Ps. cxviii. 27. Must we re-
ceive it with godly sorrow for sin? Yes: they shall
look on me whom they have pierced, and mourn,
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Zech. xii. 10. And with holy joy in the Lord®
Yes: they did eat their meat with gladness, prais-
ing God, Acts ii. 46,47. Must we receive it with
an affectionate remembrance of the love of Christ?
Yes: We will remember thy love more than wine,
Cant. i. 4. And with an earnest desire of mercy
from God? Yes: I will take the cup of salvation,
and call upon the name of the Lord, Ps. cxvi. 13.

5. Must those who have received this sacrament:
be very watchfal against all sin? Yes: He will
speak peace to his people, and to his saints, but let
them not turn again to folly, Ps. Ixxxv. 8. Must they
abound in all duty? Yes: I will pay my vows onto
the Lord, Ps. cxvi. 14. And must they ever preserve '
a sense of their engagements? Yes: Thy vows are
upon me, O God, Ps. lvi. 12. ‘

6. Do those who wilfully resolve to continue in
sin receive unworthily? Yes: For what hast thou
to do to take my covenant in thy mouth, seeing thou
hatest instruction, Ps. 1. 16, 17. And do those re-
ceive unworthily who have no regard to Christ in
what they do? Yes: for they say the table of the
Lord is contemptible, Mal. i. 7. Are they that do
so guilty of a great sin? Yes: they are guilty of
the body and blood of the Lord, 1 Cor. xi. 27. And
are they in great danger? Yes: for they eat and
drink judgment to themselves, 1 Cor. xi. 20. But
shall weak believers, who bewail their unworthiness,
be encouraged? Yes: for he will not break the
bruised reed, Matt. xii. 20.

Q. 98. What is prayer ?

A. Prayer is an offering up of our desires to God
for things agreeabde to hiswill, in the name of Christ,
with confession of our sins, and thankful acknow-
ledgment of his mercies.

1. Is it every one’s duty to pray? Yes: Men
ought always to pray, Luke xviii. 1. Can a manbe
a good man who lives without prayer? No: Every
one that is godly shall pray, Ps. xxxii. 6. Are we
to pray daily? Yes: Morning, and evening, and at
noon, will I pray, Ps. Iv. 17. Are we to pray con-
tinually? Yes: Pray without ceasing, 1 Thess. v.
17. Are we to pray in secret? Yes: Thou, when
thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and shut thy door,
Matt. vi. 6. Are we to pray when we are in afllic-
tion? Yes: Is any among you afflicted, let him
pray, James v. 13.

2. Are we to pray to God only? Yes: for.he
only knows the hearts of all the children of men, 1
Kings viii. 39. May we pray to departed saints to
pray forus? No: for Abraham is ignorant of us,
Isa. Ixiii. 16. Is prayer the soul’s ascent to God?
Yes: Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul, Ps.
xxv. 1. Is it the soul’s converse with God? Yes:
Pour out your hearts before him, Ps. Ixii. 8. Arc
we in prayer to ascribe glory to God? Yes: Give
unto the Lord glory and strength, Ps. xcvi. 7. And
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to ask mercy of God? Yes: Ask, and it shall be
given you ; seek, and ye shall find, Matt. vii. 7.

3. Are we to pray to God for things agreeable to
his will? Yes: If we ask any thing according to
his will, he heareth us, 1 John v, 14. Must we pray
for pardoning mercy, and sanctifying grace? Yes:
Let us come boldly to the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need, Heb. iv. 16. Are God’s promises to be the
guide of our desires in prayer? Yes: Remember
thy word unto thy servant, Ps. cxix. 49. And the
ground of our faith? Yes: For I hope in thy word,
v, 81.

4. Must we pray in the name of Christ? Yes:
Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do,
John xiv. 13. Rclying on his righteousness alone ?
Yes: For we have boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus, Heb. x. 19. Must we pray in
faith? Yes: Let him ask in faith, nothing waver-
ing, Jam. i. 6. Depending on the assistance of the
Holy Spirit? Yes: for the Spirit helpeth our in-
firmities, Rom. viii. 26.

5. Must we in prayer make confession of sin?
Yes: I prayed to the Lord my God, and made my
confession, Dan. ix. 4. And must we give thanks
for mercies received? Yes: Enter into his gates
with thanksgiving, Ps. c. 4.

6. Must we be constant in prayer? Yes: I give
myself unto prayer, Ps. cix. 4. And humble in
prayer? Yes: for we are but dust and ashes, Gen.
xviii. 27. And earnest in prayer? Yes: Always
labouring fervently in prayer, Col. iv. 12. Must we
in sincerity set God before us in prayer? Yes: Let
us draw near with a true heart, Heb. x. 22. Must
we pray in charity? Yes: Lifting up pure hands
without wrath, 1 Tim. ii. 8.

7. Will God hear and accept those who thus pray
tohim? Yes: He never said to the seed of Jacob,
seek ye me in vain, Isa. xlv. 19. But will the love
of sin spoil the success of prayer? Yes: If Iregard
iniquity in my heart, God will not hear me, Ps.
Ixvi. 18.

Q. 99. WAat rule hath God given for our direction
in prayer ?

A.The whole word of God is of use to direct us in
prayer, but the special rule of direction is that form
of prayer which Christ taught his disciples, com-
monly called, The Lord’s Prayer.

1. Do we need direction in prayer? Yes: For we
know not what we should pray for as we ought, Rom.
viii. 28. Should we pray to God for direction? Yes:
Lord, teach us to pray, Luke xi. 1. Hath he given
usdirection in prayer? Yes: Take with you words,
and turn to the Lord, Hos. xiv. 2.

2. Is the whole word of God of use to direct us?
Yes: I will show thee that which is noted in the
Scripture of truth, Dan. x. 21. compare Chron. ix.
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23. Is the Lord’s prayer to be used as a directory
for prayer? Yes: After this manner therefore pray
ye, Matt. vi.9. And is it to be used as a form of
prayer? Yes: When ye pray, say, Our Father,
Luke xi. 2.

Q. 100. What does the preface of the Lord’s prayer
teach us ?

A. The preface of the Lord’s prayer, which is,
Our Father whichk art in keaven, teaches us to draw
near to God with all holy reverence and confidence,
as children to a Father able and ready to help us,
and that we should pray with and for others.

1. Is God our Father? Yes: Doubtless thou art
our Father, Isa. Ixiii. 16. 'Does he appoint us to
call him s0? Yes: Wilt thou not from this time cry
unto me, My Father, thou art the guide of my youth,
Jer. iii. 4. Is he our Father by creation? Yes:
Have we not all one Father? hath not one God cre-
ated us? Mal. ii. 10. And by redemption? Yes:
Is not he thy Father that bought thee ? Deut. xxxii.
6. And by adoption? Yes: I will be a Father to
them, 2 Cor. vi. 18.

2. Is God a wise Father? Yes: the Fatber of
lights, Jam. i. 17. Is he a gracious Father? Yes:
the Father of mercies, 2 Cor. i. 3. 1s he our soul’s
Father? Yes: the Father of spirits, Heb. xii. 9.
Is he the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ? Yes:
I bow my knee to the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, Epb. iii. 14. Is he in him our Father? Yes: I
ascend to my Father, and your Father, John xx. 17.

3. Are we in prayer to call God Father? Yes:
crying, Abba, Father, Gal. iv. 6. And to esteem
bim as a Father? Yes: I will arise and go to my
Father, and say unto him, Father, Luke xv. 18. And
is this comfortable in prayer? Yes: For with thee
the fatherless findeth mercy, Hos. xiv. 3.

4. Is God our Father in heaven? Yes: For the
Iord’s throne is in heaven, Ps. xi. 4. Is heaven a
high place? Yes: and we must lift up our hearts
with our hands to God in the heavens, Lam. iii. 41.
Is it a holy place? Yes: and we must lift up holy
hands, 1 Tim. ii, 8. Is it a place of prospect? Yes:
and therefore our Father sees in secret, Matt. vi. 6.
Is it a place of power? Yes: and therefore he is
able to do above all that we ask or think, Eph.
iii. 20.

5. Ought we therefore to pray with reverence?
Yes: for God is in heaven, and we upon earth,
Eccl. v. 2. And with boly confidence? Yes: for
we have boldness and access with confidence, Eph.
iii. 12. For is God a Father who is able to help us?
Yes: My Father is greater than all, John x. 29.
Does he know our wants? Yes: Your heavenly
Father knows that ye have need of all these things,
Matt. vi. 32. Is he willing to help? Yes: For the
Father himself loveth you, John xvi. 27.

6. Must we pray with others? Yes: There were
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many gathered together praying, Acts xii. 12. Must
we pray for others? Yes : we must make supplica-
tion for all saints, Eph. vi. 18.

Q. 101. What do we pray for in the first petition 2

A. In the first petition, which is, Hallowed be thy
Name, we .pray, that God would enable us, and
others, to glorify him in all that whereby he maketh
himself known, and that he would dispose all things
to his own glory.

1. Ought we to desire the glory of God in the first
place? Yes: that God in all things may be glori-
fied, 1 Pet. iv. 11. Is God glorified when his name
is glorified ? Yes: They shall worship before thee,
O Lord, and shalt glorify thy name, Ps. 1xxxvi. 9.
Is God’s name glorified when it is sanctified or hal-
lowed? Yes: for he is glorious in holiness, Exod.
xv. 11. Ought we therefore to sanctify it? Yes:
Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, 1 Pet. iii. 15.

2. Are we to pray that we ourselves may be en-
abled to glorify God? Yes: Open thou my lips, and
my mouth shall show forth thy praise, Ps. li. 15.
And that we may live for that end? Yes: Let my
soul live, and it shall praise thee, Ps, exix. 175.
And be delivered for that end? Yes: Bring my
soul out of prison, that I may praise thy name, Ps.
cxlii. 7. And are we to pray that others also may
be enabled to glorify him? Yes: that they may
glorify our Father which is in heaven, Matt. v. 16.

3. Do we here pray for the propagating of the
knowledge of God? Yes: That thy way may be
known upon earth, thy saving health among all
nations, Ps, Ixvii. 2. And for the conversion of
souls to him? Yes: Let the people praise thee, O
God, let all the people praise thee, Ps. Ixvii. 3.
And for the success of the gospel? Yes: that the
word of the Lord may have free course, and be glo-
rified, 2 Thess. iii. 1. Do we pray for the fruitful-
ness of Christians? Yes: that they may be filled
with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God, Phil. i. 11.
And for the flourishing of the churches of Christ?
Yes: that they may be called trees of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified,
Isa. Ixi. 3.

4. Do we pray that God would glorify himself?
Yes : Father, glorify thy name, John xii. 28. And
arc we sure he will do it? Yes: for there came a
voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it,
and I will glorify it yet again, John xii. 28. Do
we pray that he would exalt his own name? Yes:
Be thou exalted, O Lord, in thine own strength, Ps.
xxi. 13. And are we sure he will do it? Yes: I
will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted
in the earth, Ps. xlvi. 10. May we plead this with
him? Yes: What wilt thou do to thy great name ?
Josh. vii. 9.

5. Do we pray that God would bring glory to him- |
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self out of all events ? Yes: To thy name give glory,
Ps. cxv. 1. Even out of those events that seem con-
trary? Yes: that the wrath of man may praise’
him, Ps. Ixxvi. 10. Must we desire it concerning
oursclves? Yes: that we may be unto him for a
name, and for a praise, and fora glory, Jer. xiii. 11.
And concerning all our affairs? Yes: That Christ
may be magnified in my body both by life and death,
Phil. i. 20.

Q. 102. What do we pray for in the second petition ?

A. In the second petition, which is, Thy kingdom
come, we pray, that Satan’s kingdom may be destroy-
ed, and that the kingdom of grace may be advanced.
ourselves and others brought into it, and kept in it,
and that the kingdom of glory may be hastened.

1. Maust we acknowledge our heavenly Father’s
kingdom? Yes: The Lord is king for ever and
ever, Ps. x. 16. And must we admire it? Yes:
we must speak of the glory of his kingdom, Ps. cxlv.
11. Must we own him to be our King? Yes: Thou
art my king, O God, Ps. xliv. 4. Must we heartily
wish well to his kingdom? Yes: Seek ye first the
kingdom of God, Matt. vi. 33.

2. Has Satan a kingdom in opposition to God’s
kingdom? Yes: for he is the prince of this world,
John xii. 31. Docs be rule where sin rules? Yes:
for he works in the children of disobedience, Eph. ii.
2. Must we pray that that kingdom may be destroy-
ed? Yes: The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even
the Lord that has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke thee,
Zech. iii. 2. Must we pray that the dominion of sin
may be broken? Yes: O let the wickedness of the
wicked come to an end, Ps. vii. 9. And that the
power of the church’s enemi¢gs may be crushed:
Yes: So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord, Judg.
v. 31. And their policies blasted? Yes: Lord, turn
the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness,2 Sam. xv.
31. And their projects defeated? Yes: O my God,
make them like a wheel, Ps. Ixxxiii. 13.

3. Have we reason to hope that Satan’s kingdom
shall be destroyed in the hearts of believers? Yes:
For the God of peace shall tread Satan under your
feet shortly, Rom. xvi. 20. And that it shall be de-
stroyed in the world? Yes: For I beheld Satan as
lightning fall from heaven, Luke x. 18. So destroy-
ed that it shall not destroy the church? Yes : for
the charch is built upon a rock, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it, Matt. xvi. 18.

4. Is the kingdom of Christ our Father’s kingdom ?
Yes: I have set my King upon my holy hill of Sion,
Ps. ii. 6. Must we pray that that may be advanced »
Yes : Prayer shall be made for him continually, Ps.
Ixxii. 15. That we and others may be brought into
it? Yes: That Christ may dwell in your heart by
faith, Eph. iii. 17. Andkeptinit? Yes: That we
may be preserved blameless to the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Thess. v. 23.
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5. Are we to pray for converting grace? Yes:
Turn thou me, and I shall be turned, Jer. xxxi. 18.
And that others may partake of that grace? Yes:
That sinners may be converted unto thee, Ps. li. 13.
Are we to pray for confirming grace? Yes: That
God would comfort your hearts, and stablish you in
every good word and work, 2 Thess. ii. 17. Are
we to pray for the strengthening of faith? Yes:
Lord, increase our faith, Luke xvil. 5. And the in-
crease of love? Yes: This I pray, that your love
may abound yet more and more, Phil. i. 9.

6. Are we to pray for the advancement of the king-
dom of light? Yes: O send out thy light and thy
truth, Ps. xliii. 3. And the kingdom of holiness?
Yes: The God of peace sanctify you wholly, 1 Thess.
v.23. And the kingdom of love? Yes: That they all
may be one, Jobn xvii. 21. Must we pray for the
sending forth of ministersin order hereunto? Yes:
Pray the Lord of the harvest that he would send forth
labourers into his harvest, Matt. ix. 38. And for the
presence of God with them? Yes: that utterance
may be given to them, Eph. vi. 19.

7. Are we to pray for the prosperity of the church?
Yes: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, Ps. cxxii. 6.
And for the welfare of all who belong to it? Yes:
Letall those that seek thee rejoico and beglad inthee,
Ps. 1xx. 4. And for the comfort of all good Chris-
tians? Yes: Grace be with all them that love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, Eph. vi. 24. Must
we pray for the enlargement of the church? Yes:
My heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is,
that they may be saved, Rom. x. 1. And for the re-
formation of it? Yes: Turn us again, O Lord God
of hosts, Ps. Ixxx. 19. And for the defence of it?
Yes: Build thou the walls of Jerasalem, Ps. li. 18.
And for the deliveranceof it? Yes: Command de-
liverances for Jacob, Ps. xliv. 4.

8. May we pray in faith for the advancement and
continuance of Christ’s kingdom? Yes: For of the
increase of his government and peace there shall be
no end, Isa. ix. 7. And have we reason to triumph
inthis? Yes: Hallelujah, for the Lord God omni-
potent reigneth, Rev. xix. 6.

9. Is the kingdom of glory yet to come? Yes:
When the mystery of God shall be finished, Rev. x.
7. Are we to pray that that may be hastened? Yes:
Looking for, and hastening unto, the coming of the
day of God, 2 Pet. iii. 12. Are we to desire our own
Tremoval to that glory at death? Yes: Desiring to
be clothed upon with our house which is from
heaven, 2 Cor. v. 2. Are we to pray that we may be
ready for it? Yes: Watch therefore, and pray
always, Luke xxi. 36. And then that it may be
hastened ? Yes: Lord, now lettest thou thy servant
depart in peace, Luke ii. 29. Are we to pray for
Christ’s second coming at the end of time? Yes:
Awmen, even so come, Lord Jesus, Rev. xxii. 20.
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Q. 103. What do we pray for in the third petition?

A. Inthe third petition, which is, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven, we pray that God by his
grace would make us able and willing to know,
obey, and submit to his will in all things, as the
angels do in heaven. :

1. Is the will of God’s commands the rule of our
action? Yes: we must understand what the will
of the Lord is, Eph. v. 17. Are we to pray that we
may conform to this rule? Yes: that we may prove
what is the good, and acceptable, and perfect will of
God, Rom. xii. 2. Must we pray that God would
give us to know his will? Yes: Give me under-
standing, and I shall keep thy law, Ps. cxix. 34.
And to know it fully? Yes: That ye may be filled
with the knowledge of his will, Col.i.9. And to
know it in doubtful cases? Yes: Teach me thy
way, O Lord, lead me in a plain path, Ps. xxvii.
11. Do all who are sanctified truly desire to know
God's will? Yes: What saith my Lord unto his
servant? Josh. v. 14.

2. When we know God’s will, are we able of our-
selves to do it? No: we are not sufficient of our-
selves, 2 Cor. iii. 5. Must we therefore pray to God
to make us able? Yes: Now, therefore, O God,
strengthen my hands, Neb. vi. 9. And must we de-
pend upon his grace? Yes: I will go in the strength
of the Lord God, Ps. Ixxi.16. Must we pray to
God to make us willing? Yes: Incline my heart
unto thy testimonies, Ps. cxix. 36. And to make
us entirely willing?  Yes: Unite my heart to fear
thy name, Ps. Ixxxvi. 11.

3. Must we pray that we may be sincere in our
obedience? Yes: Let my heart be sound in thy
statutes, Ps. cxix. 80. And that we may be exact
in our obedience? Yes: O that my ways were di-
rected to keep thy commandments! Ps. cxix. 5.
And that we may be universal in our obedience?
Yes: That we may stand complete in all the will of
God, Col. iv. 12. And that we may be armed against
that which would divert us from our obedience?
Yes: Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity,
and quicken thou me in thy way, Ps. exix. 37. And
must we pray that others also may do God’s will?
Yes: That they may be perfect in every good work,
to do his will, Heb. xiii. 21.

4. Is the will of God’s counsel the rule of his ac-
tions? Yes: for he worketh all according to the
counsel of his own will, Eph.i. 11. Must we desire
that this may be done? Yes: The will of the Lord
be done, Acts xxi. 14. Rather than our own will ?
Yes: Not as I will, but as thou wilt, Matt. xxvi. 39.
And must we acquiesce in it? Yes: Itisthe Lord,
let him do what seemeth him good, 1 Sam. iii. 18,
And must we pray that he will enable us to do so?
Yes: That we may be strengthened with all might,
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untoall patience and long-suffering, with joyfulness,
Col. i. 11.

Do the angels in heaven do the will of God?
Yes: they do his commandments, hearkening to the
voice of his word, Ps. ciii. 20. Do they do it rea-
dily? Yes: they fly swiftly, Dan. ix. 21. Do they
do it zealously? Yes: for they are a flaming fire,
Ps. civ. 4. Do they do it with an eye to God?
Yes: for they always behold the face of our Father,
Matt. xviii. 10. And are we to pray that God’s will
may so be done on earth? Yes: that the kingdoms
of this world may become the kingdoms of our Lord,
and of his Christ, Rev. xi. 15.

Q. 104. What do we pray for in the fourth petition?

A. In the fourth petition, which is, Give us this
day our daily bread, we pray, that of God’s free gift
we may receive a competent portion of the good things
of this life, and enjoy his blessing with them.

1. Are we to pray for the good things of this life?
Yes: for the Lord is for the body, 1 Cor. vi. 13.
Must we go to God for them? Yes: for he giveth
to all life, and breath, and all things, Acts xvii. 25.
Must we go to him for the comfort of them? Yes:
for he gives us richly all things to enjoy, 1 Tim. vi.
17. Do we deserve the good things of this life?
No: we are less than the least of all God’s mercies,
Gen. xxxii. 10. Must we therefore beg them of God
asa free gift? Yes: God gives thee the dew of hea-
ven, Gen. xxvii. 28,

2. Are we to pray for riches? No: lest we be
full, and say, Who is the Lord ? Prov. xxx. 9. Are
we to pray for dainties? No: Be not desirous of
dainties, for they are deceitful meat, Prov. xxiii. 3.
Are we to be content with such a competent portion
of these things as God sees fit for us? Yes: having
food and raiment, let us be therewith content, 1 Tim.
vi. 8. Are we to pray for that? Yes: Feed me
with food convenient for me, Prov. xxx. 8. And
need we desire any more? No: If God will be with
me, and keep me in the way that I go, and will give
me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I
come to my heavenly Father’s house in peace, then
the Lord shall be my God, Gen. xxviii. 20, 21.

3. Are we to pray each day for the bread of the
day? Yes: for the morrow shall take thought for
the things of itself, Matt. vi. 34. And must we pray
for our bread honestly gotten? Yes: for with qui-
etness we must work, and eat our own bread, 2
Thess. iii. 12. And have we encouragement to pray
for this? Yes: for godliness hath the promise of the
life that now is, 1 Tim. iv. 8.

4. Do we herein pray for health? Yes: for God
is our lifc, and the length of our days, Deut. xxx.
20. And for success in our callings? Yes: Esta-
blish thou the work of our hands upon us, Ps. xc.
17. And for sleep? Yes: for so he giveth his be-
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loved sleep, Ps. cxxvii. 2. And for seasonable
weather? Yes: Ask ye of the Lord rain, Zech.
x. L.

5. Must we pray for God’s blessing on what we
have? Yes: for man liveth not by bread alone, bat
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God, Matt. iv.4. And is it then comfortable to us >
Yes: for it is sanctified by the word of God and
prayer, 1 Tim. iv. 5. Must we pray most earnestly
for bread for our souls? Yes: Lord, evermore give
us that bread, John vi. 34. Are we to pray for
others’ prosperity, as well as for our own? Yes: I
wish that thou mayest prosper, and be in health,
even as thy soul prospereth, 3 John 2. And for the
supply of the poor and needy? Yes: that he will
abundantly bless our provision, and satisfy our poor
with bread, Ps. exxxii. 15.

Q. 105. What do we pray for inthe fifth petition ?

A. In the fifth petition, which is, And forgive wus
our debts, as we forgive our debtors, we pray, that
God, for Christ’s sake, would freely pardon all our
sins ; which we are the rather encouraged to ask,
because by his grace we are enabled from the heart
to forgive others.

1. Are our sins our debts to God? Yes: There
was a certain creditor that had two debtors, &c.
Luke vii. 41. Are they great debts? Yes: ten thou-
sand talents, Matt. xviii. 24. Can we discharge
these debts ourselves? No: we have nothing to pay,
Luke vii. 42. Are we liable to the prison of hell
then? Yes: not to depart thence till we have payed
the last mite, Luke xii. 58, 59. Is it possible to ob-
tain the forgiveness of this debt? Yes: There is
forgiveness with thee, Ps. cxxx. 4.

2. Are we to pray for the forgiveness of these
debts? Yes: Enter not into judgment with thy ser-
vant, O Lord, Ps. cxliii. 2. And to pray earnestly
forit? Yes: For thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon
mine iniquity, Ps. xxv. 11. Must we plead God’s
mercies? Yes: According to the multitade of thy
tender mercies blot out my transgressions, Ps. 1i. 1.
And Christ’s merits? Yes: Throagh the redemption
that is in Jesus, Rom. iii. 24. Must we pray for it
every day? Yes: when we pray, Give us our daily
bread, we must pray, Forgive us our debts.

3. Must we pray that God would ease us of the
burthen of sin? Yes: Take away all iniquity, Hos.
xiv. 2. And that he would cleanse us from the filth
of sin? Yes: Wash me thoroughly from mine ini-
quity, Ps. li. 2. And cure us of the wounds of sin >
Yes: Heal my soul, for I have sinned against thee.
Ps. xli. 4. And save us from the punishment of sin?
Yes: I will say unto God, do not condemn me, Job
x. 2.

4, Must we pray to God to give us that grace which
will qualify us for pardon? Yes: for Christ is ex-
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alted to give repentance and remission, Acts v.
31. And that he would give us the comfort of our
pardon: Yes: Make me to hear joy and gladness,
Ps. li. 8. And must we, in order hereunto, be par-
ticolar in confessing sin? Yes: Declare, that thou
mayest be justified, Isa. xliii. 26.

5. Must we forgive those who have provoked us?
Yes: forbearing one another, and forgiving one
another, if any man have a quarrel against any, Col.
iii. 13. Must we bear them no malice? No: Grudge
not one against another, brethren, lest ye be con-
demned, Jam. v. 9. Maust we be ready to be recon-
ciled to them ? Yes: When ye stand praying, forgive
if ye have ought against any, Mark xi. 25. Should
we be merciful to those that we have advantage
against? Yes: Thou shouldst have had compassion
on thy fellow-servant, as I had pity on thee, Matt.
xviii. 33. Is this required to qualify us for the par-
donof sin ? Yes: If ye forgive men their trespasses,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you, Matt. vi.
14. Will God forgive those that do not forgive?
No: If ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive yours, v. 15.

Q. 106. What do we pray for in the sixth petition ?

A. In the sixth petition, which is, And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, we pray, that
God would either keep us from being tempted to sin,
or support and deliver us when we are tempted.

1. Must we pray that we may not be tempted?
Yes: Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temp-
tation, Matt. xxvi. 41. And that temptations may
be removed? Yes: I besought the Lord thrice, that
it might depart from me, 2 Cor. xii. 8. And that we
may not be overcome by them? Yes: Let no ini-
quity have dominion over me, Ps. cxix. 133.

2. Must we pray that God would not leave us to
ourselves? Yes: Incline not my heart to any evil
thing, Ps. ¢xli. 4. And that he would not withdraw
the assistance of his grace? Yes: Take not thy
Holy Spirit away from me, Ps. li. 11. Baut that he
would strengthen us against every temptation? Yes:
Uphold me with thy free spirit, Ps. li. 12. And that
he would preserve us throughit? Yecs: That our
faith fail not, Luke xxii. 22. Have we encourage-
ment to pray against temptation? Yes: For God
is faithful, who will not suffer us to be tempted
above what we are able, 1 Cor. x. 13. And is prayer
a part of our spiritual armour? Yes: Praying
always, Eph. vi. 13, 18.

3. Must we dread sin as the worst evil? Yes:
That T should be afraid, and do so, and sin, Neh. vi.
13. And must we pray to be kept from it? Yes:
to be delivered from every evil work, 2 Tim. iv. 18.
And from all occasions of it? Yes: Taurn away
mine eyes from bebolding vanity, Ps. cxix. 37.

4. Must we pray against pride? Yes: That he
may hide pride from man, Job xxxiii. 17. And
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against lying? Yes: Remove from me the way of
lying, Ps. cxix. 29. And against sensuality ? Yes:
Let me not eat of their dainties, Ps. cxli. 4. And
against uncleanness? Yes: Create in me a clean
heart, O God, Ps. li. 10. And against covetousness?
Yes: Incline my heart to thy testimonies, and not
to covetousness, Ps. cxix. 36. And against all
tongue-sins? Yes: Set a watch, O Lord, before
the door of my mouth, keep the door of my lips, Ps.
cxli. 3. Must we pray especially against wilful sin ?
Yes: Keep back thy servant from presumptuons
sins, Ps. xix. 13. Must we pray that others also
may be kept from sin? Yes: I pray to God that ye
do no evil, 2 Cor. xiii. 7.

5. Must we pray to be delivered from other evil ?
Yes: Keep me from evil that it may not grieve me,
1 Chrou. iv. 10. Must our eye be to God for our
preservation? Yes: Hide me under the shadow of
thy wings, Ps. xvii. 8. May we take encourage-
ment in this prayer from God’s power? Yes: for
he is able to keep that which we have committed
to him, 2 Tim. i. 12. And from his promise ? Yes:
There shall no evil befall thee, Ps. xci. 10, And
from our own experience? Yes: He that has de-
livered, does deliver, in whom we trust that he will
yet deliver, 2 Cor. i. 10.

Q. 107. What does the conclusion of the Lord’s
Prayer teach us ?

A. The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, which is,
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for
ever, Amen, teaches us to take our encouragement in
prayer from God only, and in our prayers to praise
bim, ascribing kingdom, power, and glory to him ;
and in testimony of our desire and assurance to be
heard, we say, Amen.

1. Are we in prayer to plead with God? Yes:
I would order my cause before him, and fill my
mouth with arguments, Job xxiii. 4. Are oar plead-
ings to move God? No: Forhe is in one mind, and
who can turn him, Job xxiii. 13. Are they to move
ourselves? Yes: that we may stir up ourselves to
take hold on God, Isa. Ixiv. 7. .

2. Can we in prayer plead any merit of our own?
No: We do not present our supplications before
thee for our righteousness, Dan. ix. 18. Maust we
therefore take our encouragement from God only ?
Yes: Defer not for thine own sake, O my God, v.
19. And must we depend on that encouragement ?
Yes: Now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope isin
thee, Ps. xxxix. 7.

3. May we plead that his is the kingdom? Yes:
Art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou
over all the kingdoms of the heathen ? 2 Chron. xx.
6. And that his is the power? Yes: There is
nothing too hard for thee, Jer. xxxii. 17. And that
his is the glory? Yes: Help us, O God of our sal-
vation, for the glory of thy name, Ps. Ixxix. 9.
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4. May we also plead his mercy? Yes: Save me
for thy mercy’s sake, Ps. vi. 4 And his promise?
Yes: Remember thy word unto thy servant, Ps.
oxix. 49. And our own experience of his goodness ?
Yes: Thou hast delivered my 3oul from death, wilt
thou not deliver my feet from falling? Ps. lvi. 13.
But must we especially plead the mediation of his
Son? Yes: Look upon the face of thine Anointed,
Ps. Ixxxiv. 9. And may we hope to prevail in these
pleadings? Yes: for the effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man availeth much, Jam. v, 16. Is it
God’s grace in us which alone qualifies us for his
favour? Yes: Thou wilt prepare their heart, and
then thou wilt cause thine ear to hear, Ps. x. 17.

5. Are we in prayer to praise God? Yes: Every
day will I bless thee, Ps. cxlv. 2. Are we to ascribe
kingdom, power, and glory to him? Yes: Blessing,
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that
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sits upon the throne, Rev. v. 13. Must we acknow
ledge them to be his: Yes : Thine, O Lord, is th
greatness, and the. power, and the glory, and th
victory, and the majesty, 1 Chron. xxix. 11. Maus
we acknowledge them to be his for ever? Yes: Th:
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, Ps. exlv. 13
And must we desire to be for ever praising him
Yes: I will sing praise to my God, while I haw
my being, Ps. civ. 33. Isthe work of praise goo
work? Yes: itis pleasant, and praise is comely
Ps. cxlvii. 1.

6. Does Amen signify our desire to be heard:
Yes: So be it, O Lord, Jer. xi. 5. And our hop
that we shall be heard? Yes: we know that we
have the petitions that we desired of him, 1 Jobn v
16. Is it therefore proper to conclude our prayen
and praises with Amen? Yes: Let all the people
say, Amen. Hallelujah, Ps. cvi. 48.



	A Scripture Catechism in the Method of the Assembly's — Matthew Henry

