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to see his great-grand-children by both his sons, (v.
23.) and, probably, he saw his two sons solemnly
owned as heads of distinct tribes, equal to any of
his brethren. It contributes much to the comfort
of aged parents, if they see their posterity in a flour¬
ishing condition, especially if with it they see peace
upon Israel, Ps. 128. 6.

3. The last will and testament of Joseph publish¬
ed in the presence of his brethren, when he saw his
death approaching: those that were properly his
brethren, perhaps were some of them dead before
him, as sen eral of them were elder than he; but to
those of them who yet survived, and to the sons of
those who were gone, who stood up in their fathers'
stead, he said this.

(1.) He comforted them with the assurance of
their return to Canaan in due lime; (v. 24.) Idie,
but Godwill surely visit you: to this purport Jacob
had spoken to him, ch. 48. 21. Thus must we com¬
fort others with the same comforts with which we
ourselves have been comforted of God, and encour¬
age them to rest on those promises which have been
our support. Joseph was, under God, boththe pro- i

tector and the benefactor of his brethren; and what
would become of them, now that he was dying?
Why, let this be their comfort, Godwillsurely visit
you. Note, God's gracious visits will serve to make
up the loss of our best friends. They die; but we
m ty li e, and live comfortably, if we have the fa¬
vour and presence of God with us. He bids them
be confident; God will bring you out of this land,
and therefore, [1.] They must not hope to settle
there, nor look upon it as their rest for ever; they
must set their hearts upon the land of promise, and
call that their home. [2.] They must not fear sink¬

ing, and being ruinedthere;probably he foresaw the
ill usage they would meet with there after hisdeath,
and therefore gives them this word of encourage¬
ment; " God will bring you in triumph out of this
land at last." Herein he has an eye to the promise, .
ch. 15. 13, 14. and, in God's name, assures them of
the performance of it.

(2.) For a confession of his own faith, and a confir¬
mation of their's, he charges them to keep him un-
buried till that day, that glorious day should come,
when thev should be settled in the land of promise,
v. 25. He makes them promise him with an oath,
that thev would bury him in Canaan. In Egypt
they buried their great men very honourably, and
with abundance of pomp; but Joseph prefers a sig¬
nificant burial in Canaan, and that deferred too
almost two hundredyears, before a magnificent one
in Egypt. Thus Joseph, by faith in the doctrine of
the resurrection, and the promise of Canaan, gave
commandment concerning his bones, Heb. 11. 22.
He tl cs in Egypt; hut lays liis bones at stake, that
God will surely visit Israel, and bring them to Ca-
uu; n.

4. The death of Joseph, and the reservation of
his body for a burial in Canaan, v. 26. He was /iut
in a coffin in Egyfit, but not buried till his children
had received their inheritance in Canaan, Josh. 24.
32. Note, (1.) If the separate soul, at death, do but
return to its rest with God, the matter is not great,
though thedesertedbody find not at all, or not quick¬
ly, its rest in the gra\ e. (2.) Yet care ought to be ta¬
ken of the dead bodies of the saints, in the belief of
their resurrection; for there is a covenant with the
dust, which shall be remembered, and a command¬
ment is given concerning the bones.

AN

EXPOSITION,
WITH

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS,

OF THE SECOND BOOK. OF MOSES, CALLED

E X O 1) US.

Moses, (the Servant of the Lord in writing for him, as well as in acting for him—with the ficn of God,
as well as with the rod of God, in his hand,) having, in the first book of his history, preserved and
fansmi ted the records of the church, while it existed in private families, comes, in this second book,
to give us an account of its growth into a great nation; and as the former furnishes us with the best
(Economics, so this with the best Politics. The beginning of the former book shows us how God
formed the world for himself; the beginning of this shows us how he formed Israel for himself, and
both to show forth his praise, Isa. 4-3. 21. There we have the creation of the world in history, here
the redemption of the world in type. The Greek translators called this book Exodus, (which signifies
a departure, or going out,) because it begins with the story of the going out of the children of Israel
f ont Egypt. Some allude to the names of this and the foregoing book, and observe, that immediate!)
after Genesis, which signifies the beginning, or original, follows Exodus, which signifies a departure,
for a time to be born is immediately succeeded by a lime to die. No sooner have we made our
entrance into the world, than we must think of making our exit, and going rut of the world. When wt
begin to live, we begin to die. The forming of Israel into a people, was a new creation. As the earth
was in the beginning, first fetched front under water, and then beautifiedand replenished; so Israelwas
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first, by an Almighty power, made to emerge out of Egyptian slaver)', and then enriched with God's
law and tabernacle. * This book gives us,

1. The accomplishment of the prom ses made before to Abraham; ch. 1. to 19. And then,
II. The establishment of the ordinances which were afterward observed by Israel; ch. 20. to 40. Moses,

ÿ in this book, begins, like Cicsar, to write his own Commentaries; nay a greater, a far greater, than
Cmsar is here. But henceforward the penmanishimself thehero, andgives us the history of those things
of which he was himself an eye and an ear witness, et quorum /iars magnafait—and in which he bore
a conspicuous part. There are more types of Christ in this book, than perhaps in any other book of
the Old Testament; for Moses wrote oi him, John 5. 46. The way of man's reconciliation to God,
and coming into covenant and communion with him by a Mediator, is here variously represented; and
it is of great use to us for the illustration of the New Testament, now that we have that to assist us in
the explication of the Old.

EXODUS, I.

CHAP. I.
We have here, I. God's kindness to Israel, in multiplying

them exceedingly, v. 1..7. II. The Egyptians' wicked¬
ness to them, 1. Oppressing and enslaving them, v. 8. .
14. 2. Murdering their children, v. 15..22. Thus whom
the eourt of heaven blessed, the country of Egypt cursed,
and for that reason.

JTOW these are the names of the
children of Israel, which came into

Egypt ; every man and his household came
with Jacob. 2. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and
Judah, 3. Issaohar, Zebulun, and Benja¬
min, 4. Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and
Asher. 5. And all the souls that came out
of the loins of Jacob, were seventy souls :
for Joseph was in Egypt already. G. And
Joseph died,and all his brethren, and all that
generation. 7. And the children of Israel
were fruitful, and increased abundantly,and
multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty;
and the land was filled with them.

In these verses we have,
1. A recitalof the names of the twelvepatriarchs,

as they are called, Acts 7. 8. Their names are of¬
ten repeated in scripture; that they may not sound
uncouth to us, as other hard names, but that, by
their occurring so frequently, they may become fa¬
miliar to us; and to show how precious Gcd's spirit¬
ual Israel are to him, and how much he delights in
them.

2. The account which was kept of the number of
Jacob's family, when they went down into Egypt;
they were in all seventy souls, (v. 5.) according to
the computationwe had, ch. 46. 27. This was just the
number of the nations by which the earth was peo¬
pled, according to the account given, ch. 10. For
when the Most High separated the sons of Aclam,
he set the bounds of the people according to the
number ofthe children of Israel, as Mosesobserves,
Deut. 32. 8. Notice is taken of this, here, that their
increase inEgypt might appear the more wonderful.
Note, It is good for those whose latter end greatly
increases, often to remember how small their begin¬
ning was, Job 8. 7.

3. The death of Joseph, v. 6. All that genera¬
tion by degrees wore oft"; perhaps all Jacob's sons
died much about the same time; for there was not
more than seven years difference in age between
the eldest and the youngest of them, except Benja¬
min; and when death comes into a family, some¬
times it makes a full end in a little time; when Jo¬
seph, the stay of the family, died, the rest went off
apace. Note, We must look upon ourselves and

|| our brethren, and all we converse with, as dying,
' and hastening cut of the world. This generation

a passeth away, as that did which went before. ÿ

i| 4. The strange increase of Israel in Egypt, v. 7.
j Here are four words used to express it; they were
\\ fruitful, and increased abundantly, like fishes or in-
i sects, so that they multiplied; and, being generally

| healthful and strong, they waxed exceeding mighty,
j, so that they began almost to outnumber the natives,
|| for the land was in all places filled with them, at
J| least, Goshen, their own allotment. Observe, (1.)

{ Though, no doubt, they iiuleased c< r.tidcrabiy be-
[' fore, yet, it should seen., it w. s net till alter the
1 death cf Joseph, that it began to be taken inthe of
[ as extraordinary. Thus, when tliey lost the benefit

| of bis protection, God made their numbers their de¬
fence, and they became better able than they bad
been, to shift for themselves. If Gcd cent nue our
friends and relations to us while we mi st need them,
and remove tlieni when they c. n be bettor spared,
let us own that be is vv.se, and n< t ci mpluin that he
is hard upon us. After the death < f C hrist, < ur Jo.-
seph, bis Gospel-Israel bcg..n most remarkable to
increase; his death had an influence upt n it, it was
like the sowing of a com of wheat, which, if it die,
bringeth forth much fruit, John 12. 24. (2.) This
wonderful increase was the fulfilment cf the pro mise
long before made unto the fathers from the call of
Abraham, when God first told him lie won d make
of him a great nation, to the deliverance < f h;s seed
out of Egypt, it was 430 ye. rs, during the fust 215
of which, they were increased but to 70, but, in the
latter half, those 70 multiplied to 600,000 fighting-
men. Note, [1.] Sometimes God's providencesmay
seeni for a great while to thwart bis premises, anil
to go counter to them, that his people's faith may
be tried, and bis own power the moi e magnified.
[2.] Though the performance of God's premises is
sometimes slow, yet it is always sure; at the end it
shallspeak, and shall not lie, Hah. 2. 3.

8. Now there arose up a in vv king over
Egypt,which knew not Joseph. 0. A nd lie
said unto his people, Behold, the people of
the children of Israel arc more and mightier
than we : 10. Come on, let us deal w isely
with them; lest they multiply, and it < 01110
to pass, that, when there falleth out any
war, they join also unto our enemies, and
fight against us, and so gel them up out of
the land. 11. Therefore they did set ovei

them task-masters to afflict them with their
burdens. And they built for Pharaoh trea¬
sure-cities. Pilhom and Raainses. 12. But
the more they afflicted them, the more they
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multiplied and grew. And they were griev¬
ed becauseofthe children of Israel. 13. And
the Egyptians made the children of Israel to
serve with rigour: 14. And they made their
lives bitter with hard bondage, in mortar,
and in brick,and in all manner of service in
tiie field : all their service, wherein they
made them serve, was with rigour.

The land of Egypt here, at length, becomes to
Israel a house of bondage, though, hitherto, it had
been a happy shelter and settlement for them.
Note, The placeof our satisfaction may soon become
the place ot our affliction, and that may prove the
greatest cross to us, of which we said, This same
shall comfort us. Those may prove our sworn ene¬
mies, whose parents were our faithful friends; nay,
the same persons that loved lis, may possibly turn to
hate us: therefore, Cease from man, and say not
concerning any place on this side heaven, This is my
rest forever. ' Observe here,

I. The obligations they lay under to Israel upon
Joseph's account were forgotten; (v. 8. ) There arose
a new king, after several successions in Joseph's
time, which knew' not Jose/ih. All that knew him,
loved him, and were kind to his relations for his
sake; but, when he was dead, he was soon forgotten,
and the remembrance of the good offices he had
done, was either not retained, or not regarded, nor
had it any influence upon their councils. Note,
The best, and the most useful and acceptable servi¬
ces done to men, are seldom remembered, so as to
be recompensed to those that did them, in the no¬
tice taken either of their memory, or of their poste¬
rity, after their death, Eccl. 9. 5, 15. And there¬
fore our great care should be to serve God, and
please him, who is not unrighteous, whatever men
are, t > forget our work and labour of love, He!). 6.
10. If we work for men only, our works, at furthest,
will die with us; if for God, they will follow us, Rev.
14. 13. This king of Egypt knew not Joseph; and
after h.m ar se one that had the impudence to say,
Iknow not the Lord, eh. 5. 2. Note, Those that
are unmindful of their other benefactors, it is to be
feared, will forget the supreme Benefactor, 1 John
4. 20.

II. Reasons of state were suggested for their deal¬
ing hardly with Israel, v. 9, 10. 1. They are repre¬
sented as more and mightier than the Egyptians;
certainlv they were net so; but the king of Egypt,
when he resolved to oppress them, would have
them thought so, andlooked on as a formidablebody.
2. Hence it is inferred, that if care were not taken
to keep them under, they would become dangerous
to the government, and in time of war would side
with their enemies, and revolt from their allegiance
to the crown of Egypt. Note, It hasbeen the policy
of persecutors to represent God's Israel as a dan¬
gerous people, hurtful unto kings and provinces,
not fit to be trusted, nay, not fit to be tolerated, that
they may have some pretence for the barbarous
treatment they design them, Ezra 4. 12, &c. Esth.
3. 8. Observe, The thing they feared, was, lest
they should get them up out of the land; proba¬
bly, having heard them speak of the promise made
to their fathers, that they should settle in Canaan.
Note, The policies of the church's enemies aim to
defeat the promises of the church's God, but in
vain; God's counsels shall stand. 3. It is therefore
proposed that a course be taken to prevent their in¬
crease; Come on, let us deal wisely with them, lest
they multiplu. Note, (1.) The growth of Israel is
the grief of Egypt, and that against which the pow¬
ers and policies of hell are levelled. (2.) When
me d'-il wickedlv, it is common for them to ima-
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gine that they deal wisely; but the folly of sin will,
at last, be manifestedbefore all men.

III. The method they took to suppress them,
and check their growth, v. 11, 13, 14. The Israel¬
ites behaved themselves so peaceably and inoffen¬
sively, that they could not find any occasion of mak¬
ing war upon them, and weakening them by that
means: and therefore, 1. They took care to keep
them poor, by charging them with heavy taxes,
which, some think, is included in the burthens with
which they afflicted them. 2. By this means they
took an effectual course to make them slaves; the
Israelites, it should seem, were much more indus¬
trious laborious people than the Egyptians, and
therefore Pharaoh took care to find them work,
both in hisbuilding,(they made him treasure-cities,)
and in his husbandry, even all manner ofservice in
thefield: and this was exacted from them with the
utmost rigour and severity. Here are many ex¬
pressions used, to affect us with the condition of
God's people. They had task-masters set over
them, who were directed, not only to burthen them,
but, as much as might be, to afflict them with their
burthens, and contrive how to make them grievous.
They not only made them serve, which was suffi¬
cient for Pharaoh's profit, but they made them
serve with rigour, so that their lives became bitter
to them; intendingthereby, (1.) To break their spi¬
rits, and rob them of every thing in them, that was
ingenuous and generous. (2.) To ruin their health,
and shorten their days, and so diminish their num¬
bers. (3.) To discourage them from marrying,
since their children would be born to slavery. (4.)
To oblige them to desert the Hebrews, and incor¬
porate themselves with the Egyptians. Thus he
imped to cut off the name of Israel, that it might be
no more in remembrance. And it is to lie feared
that the ippression they were under, had this bad
effect upon them, that it brought over many of them
to join with the Egyptians in their idolatrous wor¬
ship; for we read, (Josh. 24. 14.) that they served
other gods in Egypt; and though it isnot mentioned
here in this history, yet vve find, (Ezek. 20. 8.) that
God had threatened to destroy them for it, even
while they were in the land of Egypt: however,
they were kept a distinct body, unmingled with the
Egyptians, and by their other customs separated
from them, which was the Lord's doing, and mar¬
vellous.

IV. The wonderful increase of the Israelites,
notwithstanding the oppression they groaned under;
{v. 12.) The more they afflicted them, the more
they multiplied, sorely to the grief and vexation of
the Egyptians. Note, 1. Times of affliction have
often been the church's growing times, Pubpondere
erescit—Being pressed, it grows. Christianity
spread most when it was persecuted: the blood of
the martyrs was the seed of the church. 2. They
that take counsel against the Lord and his Israel,
do but imagine a vain thing, (Ps. 2. 1.) and create
so much the greater vexation to themselves: hell
and earth cannot diminish those whom Heavenwill
increase.

15. And the king of Egypt spake to the
Hebrew midwives, of which the name of
the one wets Shiphrah, and the name of the
other Puah: 1G. And he said, When ye
do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew
women, and sec them upon the stocls: if it
he a son, then ye shall kill him ; hut if it he a
daughter, then she shall live. 17. But the
midwives feared God, and did not as the
king of Egypt commanded them, but saved
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the men-children alive. 13. And the king
of Egypt called for the midwives, and said
unto them, Why have ye done this thing,
and have saved the men-children alive? 19.
And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Be¬
cause the Hebrew women are not as the
Egyptian women ; for they are lively, and i
aredelivered ere the midwives come in unto
them. 20. Therefore God dealt well with
the midwives: and the people multiplied,
and waxed very mighty. 21. And itcame
to pass, because the midwives feared God,
that he made them houses. 22. And Pha¬
raoh charged all his people, saying, Every
son that is born ye shrill cast into the river,
and every daughter ye shall save alive.

The Egyptians' indignation at Israel's increase,
notw.thstanding the many hardships they put upon
them, drove them, at length, to the most barbarous
and inhuman methods of suppressing them, by the
murder of their children. Itwas strange that they
did not rather pick quarrels with the grown men,
against whom they might find some occasion per- I
haps; to be thus bloody toward the infants, whom
all must own to be innocent, was a sin which they
had no cloak for. Note, 1. There is more cruelty j
in the corrupt he irt of man than one would ima¬
gine, Rom. 3. 15, 16. The enmity th .t is in the
seed of the serpent against the seed of the woman,
divests men of humanity itself, and makes them
forget all pity. One would not think it possible
that ever man should be so barbarous and blood¬
thirsty as the persecutors of Clod's people h ive

been, Itev. 13. 6. 2. Even confessed innocence is
no defence against the old enmity; whit blood so
guiltless as that of a child new-born? Yet that is
prodigallyshed like water, and sucked with delight
like milk or honey. Pharaoh and Herod suffi¬
ciently proved themselves agents for that great
red dragon, who Hood to devour the man-child an
soon as it was bor i,Rev. 12. 3, 4. Pdate deliver¬
ed Christ to be crucified, after he had confessed
that he found no fault in him. It is well for us, that
though mancan kill the body, that is all he can do.

Two bloody edicts are here signed for the de¬
struction of all the male-children that were born to
the Hebrews.

I. The midwives were commanded to murder
them.

Observe, 1. The orders given them, v. 15, 16.
It added much to the barbarity of the intended ex¬
ecutions, that the midwives were appointed to be
the executioners; for it was to make them, not only
bloody, but perfidious, and to oblige them to be¬
tray a trust, and to destroy those whom they un¬
dertook to save and help. Could he think that their
sex would admit such cruelty, and their employ¬
ment such base treachery? Note, Those who are
themselves barbarous, think to find, or make,
others as barbarous. Pharaoh's project was, se¬
cretly to engage the midwives to stifle the men-
children as soon as they were born, and then to lay
it upon the difficulty of the birth, or some mis¬
chance common in that case, Job 3. 11. The two
midwives he tampered with in order hereunto, are
here named; and perhaps, at this time, which was
above eighty years before their going nut of Egypt,
those two might suffice for all the Hebrew women,
at least so many of them as lay near the court, as
is plain, by ch. 2. 5, 6, many of them did, and of
them he was most jealous. They are called He¬
brew midwives, probably, not because they were

themselves Hebrews, (for surely Pharaoh couldne
ver expect they should be so barbarous to those ol
their own nation,) but because they were generally
made use ofby the Hebrews; and being Egyptians,
he hoped to prevail with them.

2. Their pious disobedience to this impious
command, v. 17. Theyfeared God, regarded his
law, and dreaded his wrath more than Pharaoh's,
and therefore saved the men-children alive. Note,
(1.) If men's commands be any way contrary to
the commands of Cod, we must obey God and not
man, Acts 4. 19.—5. 29. No power on earth can
warrant us, much less oblige us, to sin against God,
our chief Lord. (2.) Where the fear of God rules
in the heart, it will preserve it from that snare
which the inordinate fear of man brings.

3. Their justifying of themselves in this disobe¬
dience, when they were charged with it as a crime,
v. 18. They gave a reason fi r it, which, it seems,
God's gracious providence had furnished them
with—that they came too late to do it, for, general¬
ly, the children were bornbeforethey came, v. 19.
1 see no reason we have to doubt of the truth of
this; it is plain that the Hebrews were now under
an extraordinary blessing <f increase, which may
well be supposed to ha\ e this effei t, that the wo¬
men had very quick and easy labour, and the mo
titers and children being both live.y, they seldom
needed the help of ntidwiies: this, these midwivet
took notice of, and concluding it to be the finger of
God, were thereby emboldened to disobey the
king, in favour of those whom Heaven thus favour
ed, and with this justified tliemsehes before Pha
raoh, when he called them to an account for it.
Some of the ancient Jews expound it thus, Ere the
midwife comes to them, they /tray to their lather in
heaven, and he answereth 'hem, and thexj do bring
forth. Note, God is a readier help to hispeople in
distress than any other helpers are, and often pre¬
vents them with the blessings of his goodness; such
deliverances lay them under peculiarly strong ob
ligations.

4. The recompense God gave them for the'r
tenderness toward his people; he dealt well with
them, v. 20. Note, God will be behind-hand with
none for any kindness done to his people, taking it
as done to himself. In particular, Ac made them
houses, (v. 21.) built them up into families, blessed
their children, and prospered them in all they did.
Note, The services done for God's Israel are often
repaid in kind. The midwit es kept up the Israel¬
ites' houses, and, in recompense for it, God made
them houses. Observe, The recompense has rela¬
tion to the principleupon which they went; because
they feared God, he made them houses. Note, Reli¬
gion and piety are good friends t > outward prosperi¬
ty:the fear of God in a house will help to build itup
and establish it. Dr. Lightfoot's notion of it, is,
That, for their piety, they were married to Israel¬
ites, and Hebrew families were built up by them.

II. When this project did not take effect, Pha¬
raoh gave public orders to all bis people to drown
all the male-children of the Hebrews, v. 22. We
may suppose it was made highly penal for any to
know of the birth of a son to an Israelite, and not to
give information to those who were appointed to
throw him into the river. Note, The enemies of
the church have been restless in their endeavours
to wear out the saints of the Most High, Dan. 7.
25. Hut he that sits in heaven shall laugh at them.
See Ps. 2. 4.

CHAP. II.
This Chapter begins the story of Moses, that man of re¬

nown, famed for his intimate acquaintance with Heaven,
and his eminent usefulness on earth; and the most re
markablc Type of Christ, as Prophet, Saviour, Lawgiv
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ei, and Mediator, in all the Old Testament, The Jews
have a book among them, of the life of Moses, whijh

tells a great many stories concerninghim, which we have
reason to think are mere fictions; what he has recorded
concerning himself, is what we may rely upon, for we
know that his reeord is true; and it is what we may be
satisfied with, for it is what Infinite Wisdom thought fit
to preserve and transmit to us. Inthis chapter we have,
I.The perils of his birth and infancy, v. 1..4. II. His

fireservation through those perils, and the preferment of
lis childhood and youth, v, 5. .10. III. The pious choice

of his riper years, which was, to own the people of God.
I. He offered them his service at present, if they would
have accepted it,v. 11..14. 2. lie retired, that he might
reserve himself for further service hereafter, v. 15..22.
IV. The dawning of the day of Israel's deliverance, v.
23.. 25.

I. 4 NL) there went a man of the house
ÿ1JL of Levi, and took to wife a daughter

of Levi. 2. And the woman conceived,and
bare a son: and when she saw him that lie
was a goodly child, she hidhim three months.
3. And when she could not longer hide him,
she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and
daubed it with slime and with pitch, and
put the child therein ; and she laid it in the
flags by the river's brink. 4. And his sister
stood afar off, to wit what would be done to
him.

Moses was a Levite, both by father and mother.
Jacob left Levi under marks of disgrace; (Gen. 19.
5. ) and yet, soon after, Moses appears a descendant
from him, that he might typify Christ, who came
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and was made a curse
for us. This tribe began to be distinguished fn m
the rest by the birth of Moses, as afterward it be¬
came remarkable in many other instances. Ob¬
serve, concerning this new-born infant.

I. How he was hidden. It seems to have been
just at the time of hisbirth, that the cruel law was
made for the murder of all the male-children of
the Hebrews; and many, no doubt, perishedby the
execution of it. The parents of Moses had Miriam
and Aaron, both elder than he,born to them before
that edict came out, and had nursed them, without
that peril; but those that begin the world inpeace,
know not what troubles they may meet with before
they liave got through it. Probably, the mother
of Moses was full of anxiety in the expectation of
his birth, now that this edict was in force, and was
ready to say, Blessed are the barren that never
bare, Luke 23. 29. Better so, than bring forth chil¬
dren to the murderer, Hos. 9. 13. Yet this child
proves the glory of his father's house. Thus that
which is most our fear, often proves, in the issue,
most our joy. Observe the beauty- of providence:
just at the time when Pharaoh's cruelty rose to
this height, the deliverer was born, though he did
not appear for many years after. Note, When
men are projecting the church's ruin, God is pre¬
paring for its salvation. And Moses, who was af¬
terward to bringIsraelout of this house of bondage,
had himself like to have fallen a sacrifice to the fu¬
ry of the oppressor; God so ordering it, that, being
afterward told of this, he might be the more ani¬
mated with a holy zeal for the deliverance of his
orethren out of the hands of such bloody men.

1. His parents observedhim to be a goodly child,
more than ordinarilybeautiful; he wasfair to God,
Acts 7. 20. They fancied he had a lustre in his
countenance that was something more than human,
and was a specimen of the shining of his face after¬
ward, ch. 34. 29. Note, God sometimes gives early
earnests of his gifts, and manifests himself betimes
in those for whom, and by whom, he designs to do

great things. Thus he put an early strength into
b.mison, (Judg. 13. 24, 25.) an early forwardness
into Samuel, (1 Sain. 2. 18.) wrought an early de¬
liverance for Ilavid, (1Sam. 17. 37.) and began be¬
times with Timothy, 2 Tim. 3. 15.

2. Therefore they were the more solicitous for
his preservation, because they looked upon this as
ail indication of some kind purpose of God concern¬
ing him, and a happy omen of something great.
Note, A lively active faith can take enc< uragement
from the le..st intimation of the divine favour; a
merciful hint of Providence will encourage those
whose spirits make d.ligent search. Three months
they hid him in some private apartment of their
own house, though, probably, w.th the hazard oi
their own lives, had he been discov ered. Herein
Moses wasatypeof Christ, who, inhis infancy, was
forced to abscond, and ill Kgypt too, (Matt. 2. 13.)
and was wonderfully preserved, when many inno¬
cents were butchered. It is sa.d, (Hob. 11. 23.)
that the parents of Moses hid him by faith; some
think they had a special revelativ n t:> them that
the Deliverer should spring from their loins; how-
e.er, tliev had the gener .lprom.se cf Israel's pre-
sei'vat.on, which they acted faith upon, and in that
f itli hidtheir child, not beingafraid of tl e penalty
annexed to the king's commandment. Note, (1)
Faith in God's promise is so far from superseding,
that it rather excites and quickens tc, ilio use of
lawful means for obtain ng mercy. Dir.)' is our's,
events are God's. (2.) Faith iii God will set us
above the insnaring fear of man.

11. How he was exposed. At three months' end,
probably, when the searchers came about to look
tor con ealcd children, so that they a old ni t hide
him any longer, (tlieirfaith perhaps beginning now
to fai',) they put him in an ark cf bulrushes by the
river's brink, (r». 3.) and set his little sister at some
distan e to watch what would become < f him, and
into whose hands he would fall, v. 4. G< d put it
into their hearts to do this, to bring about his own
purposes; that Moses m glit by this means be

! Ins ught into the hands of Pharaoh's daughter, and
that by his de'iverance from this imminent danger,
a specimen might be given of the deliverance <f
God's church, which now lay thus exposed. Ncte,
1. God takes special care of the outcasts of Isratl,
(Ps. 147. 2.) they are his outcasts, Isa. 16. 4. Mo¬
ses seemed quite abandoned by his friends, his own
mother durst not own him, but now the Lord took
him up and protected him, Ps. 27. 10. 2. Intimes
of extreme difficulty, it is good to venture upon
the providence of God. Thus to hav e exposed
their child while thev might have preserved it,
had been to tempt Providence; but when they
could not, it was bravely to trust to Providence.
"Nothing venture, nothing win;" If Iperish, 1
perish.

5. And the daughter of Pharaoh came
down to wash herselfat the river ; and her
maidens walked along by the river's side ;
and when she saw the ark among the flags,
she sent her maid to fetch it. 6. And when
she had opened it, she saw the child : and,
behold, the babe wept. And she had com¬
passion 011 him,and said, This is one of the
Hebrews' children. 7. Then said his sister
to Pharaoh'sdaughter, ShallIgo and call to
thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she
may nurse the child for thee? 8. And Pha¬
raoh's daughter said unto her, Go. And the
maid went and called the child's mother
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9. And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her,
Take this child away, and nurse it for me,
and Iwill give th.ee thy wages. And the
woman took the child, and nursed it. 10.
And the child grew, and she brought him
unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became
her son. And site called his name Moses:
and she said, Because Idrew him out of
the water.

Here is,
1. Moses saved from perishing. Come, se-e the

place where that gre .t man lay, when he was a lit¬
tle child; he lay in a bulrush basket by the river's
side. Had he been left to lie there, he must have
perished in a little time with hunger, if he had not
been sooner washed into the river, or devoured by
a crocodile. Had he fallen into any other hands
than those he did fall into, either they would not, or
durst not h ive done otherwise, than have thrown
him straightway into the river; but Providence
brings no less a person thither than Pharaoh's
daughter, just at that juncture, guides her to the
place where this poor forlorn infant lay, and inclines
her heart to pity it, wh'ch she dares do, when none
else durst. Never did poor child cry so seasonably,
so happily as th s did; the babe weft, which moved
the compassion of the princess, as, no doubt, his
beauty d d, to 5, 6. Note, (1.) Those are hard¬
hearted indeed, th it have not tender compassion
for helpless infancy. How pathetically does God
represent his compassion for the Israelites in gene¬
ral, considered in this pitiable state! l'izek. 16. 5,
6. (2.) It is \ cry commendable in persons of qir-i-

;

lity,totake cognizance of the distresses of the mean¬
est, and to be helpful and charitable to them. (3.)
God's care of us in cur infancy ought to be often
made mention of by us to his praise. Though we
were not thus exposed, (that we were not, was
God's mercy,) yet many were the perils we were
surrounded with in our infincv, out of which the
Lord delivered us, Ps. 22. 9, 10. (4.) God often
raises up friends f r his people even among their
enemies. Pharaoh cruelly seeks Israel's destruc¬
tion, but his own daughter charitably compassion- j
ates a Hebrew child, and not only so, but, beyond
her intention, preserves Isr el's deliverer. 0 Lord,
hoii' wonderful are thy counsels.

2. Moses well provided with a good nurse, no
worse than his own dear mother, v. 7.. 9. Pha¬
raoh's daughter thinks it convenient that he should
have a Hebrew n irse, (pity that so f tir a child
should be suckled by a sable Moor,) and the sister
of Moses, with a-t and good management, intro-
dn -os the mother into the place of a nurse, to the
great advantage of the child; for mothers are the
best nurses, and these who receive the blessings of
the breasts with these of the womb, are not just, if
they give them not to those for whose sake thev re- .
ceived them: it was also an unspeakable satisfaction '
to the mother, who received her son as life from
the dead, an 1 now could enjoy him without fear, j
The transport of her joy, upon this happy turn, j
we may suppose sufficient to betray her to be the \
true mother (had there been any suspicion of it) to
a less discerning eve than that of Solomon, 1 Kings i
3. 27.

3. Moses preferred to be the son of Pharaoh's
daughter, v. 10. His parents herein perhaps not
only yielding to necessity, having nursed him fat¬
her, but too much pleased with the honour thereby j
done to their s'n; for the smiles of the world are
stronger temptations than its frowns, and more [
hardly resisted. The tradition of the Jews is, That
Pharaoh's daughter had no child of her own, and

that she was the only child of her father, so that
when he was adopted for her son, he stood fair for
the crown: however, it is certain he stood fair for
the best preferments cf the court in due time, and
inthe mean time bad the advantage of the best edu
cation and improvements of the court, with the
help of which, having a great genius, he became
master of all the lawful learning of the Egyptians,
Acts 7. 22. Note, (1.) Providence pleases itself
sometimes in raising tire pocr out of the dust, to set
them among princes, Ps. 113. 7, 8. Many who, by
their birth, seem marked for obscurity and poverty,
by sip-prising events of Provider),e; are brought to
sit at the upper end of the world, to make men
know that the Heavens do rule. (2.) Those whom
God designs for great services, ire finds cut ways to
qualify and prepare beforehand. Moses, by Inving
his education in a court, is the fitter to be a prir.ee
and king in Jcshurun; by having bis education in a
learned court, (f >r such the Egyptian then was,)
is the fitter to be an historian; and by having his
education in the court of Egypt, is the fitter to be
employed, in tire name cf God, as an ambassador
to that court.

4. Moses named. The Jews tell us that his fa-
i ther, at lt.s circumcision, called him Joachim, but
Pharaoh's daughter cat ed Hint i\loses, Drawn out
of the water, so it signifies in the Egyptian lan¬
guage. The calling if a Jewish lawgiver by an
Egyptian name, is a happy cmen to the Gentile
world, : rrd gives hopes rt that day when it shall be
s id, Dlesstd be Lgy/it my /icojile, lsa. 19. 25.
And bis tuition at court was an earnest of the per-
f irmancc of that premise, (lsa. 49. 23.) Kings
shall be thy nursing fathers, and rjueens thy nur¬
sing-mothers.

11. And it came (o pass in those days,
when Moses was grown, that he went out
unto his brethren, and looked on their har¬
dens : and lie spied an Egyptian smiting an
Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12. And he
looked this way and that way, and when he
saw that there, teas no man, he slew the
Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. 13. Ano
when he went out the second day, behold,
two men of the Hebrews strove together :
and he said to him that did the wrong,
Wherefore smifest thou thy fellow? 14.
And he said, Who made thee a prince and
a judge, over us? Intendest thou to kill me,
as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses
feared, and said, Surety t! is thing is known.
15. Now when Pharaoh heard this thing,
he sought lo slay Moses. But Moses fled
from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in t he
land of Mklian : and lie sat down by a
well.

Moses had now passed the first forty years cf his
life in the court of Pharaoh, prepur tig himself for
business; and now it was time for him to enter upon
action, and,

I. He boldly owns and espouses the cause of
God's people; when Moses sees grown, tie went
out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens,
v. 11. The best exposition cf t iese vvrds vvc have
from rn inspired pen. Hob. 11. 2-1 . . 26. where vvc
are told that this bespeaks, 1. His holy contempt
of the honours and p'ensurcs of the Egyptian court;
he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh'sdaugh¬
ter, for he went out. The temptation vva.s indeed
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very strong; lie had a fair opportunity (as we say)
to make liis fortune, and to have been serviceable to
lsr .el too, with his interest at court; he was obliged,
in gratitude as well as interest, to Pharaoh'sdaugh¬
ter, and yet he obtained a glorious victory by faith
over his temptation. He rec koned it much more
his honour and advantage to be a son of Abraham,
than to be the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 2. His
tender concern for his poor brethren in bondage,
with whom (though he might easily have av oided
it) he chose to suffer affliction; he looked on their
burthens, as one that not only pitied them, but was
resolved to venture with them, and, if occasion
were, to venture for them.

II. He gives a specimen of the great things he
was afterward to do for God and his Israel, in two
little instances, related particularly by Stephen,
(Acts 7. 23, &c.) with design to show how their
fathers had always resisted the Holy Ghost, (v. 51. )
even in Moses himsell, when he first appeared as
their deliverer, wilfully shutting their eyes against
this day-break of their enlargement. He found
himself, no doubt, under a divine direction and im¬
pulse in what he did, and that he was in an extra¬
ordinary manner called of God to it. Now, ob¬
serve,

1. Moses was afterward to be employed in
plaguing the Egyptians for the wrongs they had
done to God's Israel; and, as a specimen of that, he
killed the Egyptian who smote the Hebrew; (v. 11,
12.) probably, it was one of the Egyptian task-mas¬
ters, whom he found abusing his Hebrew sla e, a
relation (as some think) of Moses, a' man of the
same tribe. It was by special warrant from Hea¬
ven, (which makes not a precedent in ordinary
cases,) that Moses slew the Egyptian, and rescued
his oppressed brother. The Jews' tradition is, that
he did not slay him with any weapon, but, as Peter
slew Ananias and Sapphira, with the word of his
mouth. His hiding him in the sand signified, that
hereafter Pharaoh and all his Egyptians should,
under the control of the rod of Moses, be buried
in the sand of the Red-sea. His taking care to ex¬
ecute this justice privately, when no man saw, was
a piece of needful prudenre and caution, it being
but an assay, and perhaps his faith was yet weak,
and what he did, was with some hesitation. Those
who come to be of gre.it faith, yet began with a lit¬
tle, and at first spake trembling.

2. Moses was afterward to be employed in go¬
verning Israel, and, as a specimen of that, we have
him here trying to end a controversy between two
Hebrews, in which he is forced (as he did after¬
ward for forty years) to suffer their manners. Ob¬
serve here,

(1.) The unhappy quarrel which Mosesobserved
between two Hebrews, v. 13. It does not appear
what was the occasion; but, whatever it was, it
was certainly very unseasonable for Hebrews to
strive with one another, when they were all op¬
pressed and ruled with rigour by the Egyptians.
Had they not beating enough from the Egyptians,
but they must beat one another? Note, [1.] Even
sufferings in common do not always unite God's
professing people to one another, so much as one
might reasonably expect. [2.] When God raises
up instruments of salvation for the church, thev
will find enough to do, not only with oppressing
Egyptians, to restrain them, but with quarrelsome
Isrielites, to reconcile them.

(2.) The way he took of dealing with them: he
marked him that caused the division, that did the
wrong, and mildly reasoned with him, Wherefore
smitest thou thy fellow? The injurious Egyptian
was killed, the injurious Hebrew was only repri¬
manded; for what the former did, was from a root-
-'I malice; what the latter did, we may suppose,

was only upon a sudden provocation. The wise
God makes, and according to his example, all wise
governors make, a difference between one offender
and another, according to the several qualities of
the same offence. Mcses endeavoured to make
them friends; a good office; thus we find Christ of¬
ten reproving his disciples' strife; (Luke 9. 46, &c.
—22. 24, See.) for he was a Prophet like unto Mo¬
ses, a heal.ng Prophet, a Peace-Maker, who visited
his brethren with a design to slay all enmities. The
reprocf Moses gave on this occasion, may still be of
use, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? Ncte,
Smiting our fellows is bad in any, especially in He¬
brews; smiting with tongue < r hand, either in a
way of persecution, or in a way of strife and con¬
tention. Consider the persen thou smitest; it is
thy fellow, thy fellow-creature, thv fellow-cliris-
tian, it is thy fellow-servant, thy fellow-sufferer.
Consider the cause, II herefore smitest? Perhaps it
was for no cause at all, i r no just cause, or none
worth speaking of.

(3.) The ill success tf his attempt; (v. 14.) He
said, Who made thee a prince? Hc that did the
wrong, thus quarrelled with M< ses; the injured
party, it should seem, was inclinable enough to
peace, but the wrong-drer was thus touchy. Note,
It is a sign of guilt to be impatient of reproof; and
it is often easier to persuade the injured to bear the
trouble tf taking wrong, than the injurious to bear
the conviction of having done wrong, 1 Cor. 6. 6 ..
8. It was a very wise and mild reproof which Mo¬
ses gave to this quarrelsome Hebrew, but he cannot
bear it, he kicks against the pricks, (Acts 9. 5. ) and
crosses questions with his reprover. [1.] He chal¬
lenges his authority; Who made thee a prince? A
man needs no great authority for the giving of a
friendly reproof, it is an act of kindness; vet this
man needs will interpret ft an act of dominion, and
represents his reprover as imperious and assuming.
Thus when people dislike good discourse or a sea¬
sonable admonition, they will call it preaching, as
if a man could not speak a word for Gcd, and
against sin, but he took too much upon him. Yet
Moses was indeed a prince and a judge, and knew
it, and thought the Hebrews would have under¬
stood it, and struck in with him, but they stood in
their own light, and thrust him away, Acts 7. 25,
27. (2.] He upbraids him with what he had done
in killing the Egyptian; Intendest thou to kill me?
See what base constructions malice puts upon the
best words and actions. Moses, for rcprov ing him,
is immediately charged with a design to kill him.
An attempt upon his sin was interpreted an attempt
upon his life; and his having killed the Egyptian
was thought sufficient to justify the suspicion; as if
Moses made no difference between an Egyptian and
a Hebrew. If Moses, to right an injured Hebrew,
had put his life in his hand, and slain an Egyptian,
he ought therefore to have submitted to him, not
only as a friend to the Hebrews, but as a friend
that had more than ordinary power and zeal. But
he throws that in his teeth as a crime, which was
bravely done, and was intended as a specimen of
the promised deliverance; if the Hebrews had ta¬
ken the hint, and come in to Meses as their head
and captain, it is probable that they would have
been delivered now; but, despising their deliverer,
their deliverance was justly deferred, and their
bondage prolonged forty years; as, afterward, their
despising of Canaan kept them out of it fortv vears
mere. / would, and ye would not. Note, Men
know not what they do, nor what enemies they are
to their own interests, when they resist and despise
faithful reproofs and reprovers. When the He¬
brews strove with Moses, God sent him away into
Midian, and they never heard cf him for forty
years; thus the things that belonged to their peace,
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were hdden from their eyes, because they knew
not the day of their visitation. As to Moses, we

m.iy h;ok on it as a great damp and discouragement
to him. He w ,s il >w choosing to suffer affliction
with the /ieo/ite of God, and embracing the re/iroach
of Chris'; -aid new, at his first setting oat, to meet
with this affliction and reproach from them, was a
very sore trial of his resolution. He might have
said, " If this be the spirit of the Hebrews, Iwill
go 11 court again, and be the son of Pharaoh's
daughter." Note, First, We must take heed of
benig prejudiced against the ways and people of
God, by the follies and peevishness of some parti¬
cular persons tnat profess religion. Secondly, It is
no new thing for the church's best friends to meet
with a great deal of opposition and discouragement
in their healing saving attempts, even from their
own mother's children; Christ himself was set at
nought by the builders, and is still rejected by those
he would save.

(4.) The flight of Moses tc Midian, in conse¬
quence. The affront given him thus far proved a
kindness to him; it gave him to understand that his
killing of the Egyptian was discovered, and so he
had time to make his escape, otherwise the wrath of
Pharaoh might have surprised him and taken him
off. N.te, God can over-rule even the strife of
tongues, so as, one way or other, to bring good to his
people out ('f it. Information was brought to Pha¬
raoh (and it is well if it were not brought by the
Hebrew himself whom Moses reproved) ot his kill¬
ing the Egyptian; warrants are presently out tor
the apprehending of Moses; which obliged him to
shift til' his own safety, by flying into the land of
Midian, v. 15. [1.] Moses did this out of a pru¬
dent care of lvs own life. If this be his forsaking of
Egvpt,which the apostle refers to, as done by faith,
(Hob. 11. 27.) it teaches us, that when we are at any
time in trouble and danger for doing our duty, the
grace of faith will be of good use to us in taking pro¬
per methods for our own preservation. Vet there,
it is said, He f. ared not the wrath of the king; here
it is s iid he fear, d, v. 14. He did not fear with a
fear of diffidence and amazement, which weakens,
and has t rnient, but with afear of diligence, which
quickened him t > take that way which providence
opened to him for his own preservation. _ [2.] God
ordered it f v wise and holy ends. Things were
not vet ripe for Israel's deliverance. The measure
of Egypt's iniquity was not yet full; the Hebrews
were not sufficiently humbled, nor were they yet
increased t > such a multitude as God designed; Mo¬
ses is to be further fitted for the service, and there¬
fore is directed to withdraw for the present, till the
time to favour Israel, even the set time, came.
God guided Moses to Midian,because the Midianites
were of the seed of Abraham, and retained the wor¬
ship of the true God among tlieni, so that he might
have not only a s ife, but a comfortable settlement
among them! And through this country he was af¬
terward to lead Israel, with which (that lie might
do it the better) he now had opportunity of making
himself acquainted. Hither he came, and sat down
by a well, t red and thoughtful, at a loss, and wait¬
ingto see which way Protidence would direct him.
It was a great change with him, since he was but
the other d iy at ease in Pharaoh's court: thus God
tried his faith, and it was found to praise and ho¬
nour.

10. Now the priest of Midian had seven
daughters: and they came and drew water,
and filled the troughs to water their father's
flock. 17. \nd the shepherds came and
drove them away: hot Moses stood up and
helped them, and watered their (lock. 18.

' And when they came to Rene] their father,
I he said, 1low is it that ye are come so soon
to-day.' 19. And they said, An Egyptian

I delivered ns out of the hand of the shep¬
herds, and also drew irattr enough for us.
and watered the thick. 20. And he said
unto his daughters, And where is lie/ \\ hy
is it that ye have left the man/ Call him,
that he may eat bread, 21. And .Moses
was content to dwell with the man : and
he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. 22.
And she bare him a son, and he called his
name Gershoni : for he said, 1 have been a
stranger in a strange land.

Moses here gains a settlement in Midian, just as
his father Jacob had gained one in Syria, Gen. 29.
2, See. And both these instances sh< uld encourage
us to trust Providence, and to fi flow it. Events
that seem inconsiderable and pure y accidental, af¬
terward appear to ha\e been designed by the wis¬
dom of God for \ cry good pulpites, and cf great
consequence to his pet pie. A cam 1 transient oc¬
currence has sometimes occasioned the greatest
and happiest turns of a man's life.

Observe,
I. Concerning the seven daughters of Keue! the

priest or prince of Midian; 1. They were humble
and very industrious, according as the employment
of the country was; they dir;:< water f.r t/uir fa¬
ther's Jlock, v. 16. If their father was a ftrmce, il
teaches us that even those wlm are hunurably
born, and are of quality and distinct on in their
country, yet should apply themsches to some use¬
ful business, and what their hand finds to do, do it
with all their might. Idleness can lie no one's ho¬
nour. If their father was a /irie&t, it teaches us
that ministers' children should, ill a special manner,
be examples of humility and industry. 2. They
were modest, and would not ask this strange Egyp¬
tian to come home with them, (though handsome
and a great courtier,) till their father sent for him.
Modesty is the ornament < f that sex,

II. Concerning Moses; he was taken for an Egyp¬
tian; (v. 19.) and strangers must be content tribe
mistaken; but it is observable,

1. How ready be was to help Rfuel's (laughters
to water their flocks. Though bred inlearning and
at court, yet he knew how to turn his hand to such
an office as this, when there was occasion; nor had
he learned of the Egyptians to despise shepherds.
Note, Those that have had a liberal education, yet
should not be strangers to servile work, because
they know not what necessity Providence mav put
them in of working for themselves, or what oppor¬
tunity Providence may give tlieni of being service¬
able to others. These young women, it seems,
met with some opposition in their employment,
more than they and their servants could ciiquer;
the shepherds of some neighbouringprince, as some
think, or some idle fellows that called themselves
shefiherds, drove away their flocks; but Moses,
though melancholy and in distress, stood n/t and
hcl/ied them, not only to get clear if the shepherds,
but when that was done, to water the flocks. This
lie did, not only in coniph isanrc to the (laughters of
Reuel, (though that also did very well become
him,) but because, wherever he was, as occasion
offered itself, (1.) He loved tube doing justice, and
appearing in the defence of such as he saw injured,
which every man ought to do, as far as it is in the
|lower of his hand to do it. (2.) He loved to be do¬
ing good; wherever the providence of God casts us,
we should desire and endeavour to be useful; and
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when we cannot do the good we would, we must be ;
ready to do the go d we can. And lie tln.t is faith¬
ful in a little, shall be entrusted with more.

2. How well lie was paid for his serviccableness.
VVneu t'.e young woman acquainted their father ]
With the kindnesses they had received from this |
stranger, lie sent to invite h.m to his house, and |
made much of h m, v. 20. Thus God will recom¬
pense the kindnesses which are at any time shown
to his children; they shall in no wise, lose then- re¬
ward. Moses soon recommended himself to the
esteem and good affe tion of this prince of Midian,
who took li in into his house, and inprocess of time,
married one of his daughters to him, (v. 21.) by
whom lieh .dason,whom lie calledGershom,a stran¬
ger there, (v. 22. )th .t ,f ever God should give him
a home of his own, he might keep in remembrance
the land in which lie had been a stranger. Now ;
tins settlement of Moses in Midian, was designed
by Providence, (1.) To shelter him, for the pre- j
sent. God will find hiding-places for his people in
the day of the.r d stress; nay, lie wi 1himself lie to
them a little sanctuary, and will secure them, either
under hem en, or in he iveu. But, (2.) It was also
designed to prepare him for the great services he
was farther des gned for. His manner of life in |
Mid an, where lie kept the flock of his father-in-
law, (having none of nisown to keep,) would be of
use to him, [1.] To inure him to hardship and po¬
verty, that lie m'ght learn how to want as well as
how to abound, trod Imnib'es those first, whom 1
he intends to exalt. [2.] To inure him to conteni- I
plation and devotion. Egypt accomplished him for
a schol lr, a gentleni m, a statesman, a soldier, all
which accomplishments would be afterward of use
to him; but yet lacketh he one thing, in which the
court of Egypt could not befriend him. He that
was to do alt by divine revelation, must know, by a
long experience, what it was to live a life of com¬
munion with God; and in this lie would be greatly
furthered by the solit ale and retirement of a shep¬
herd's life in Midian. By the former he was
prepared to rule in Jeshurun, but by the latter he
was prepared to converse with God in Mount Ho-
reb, near which mount lie had spent much of his
time. Those that know what it is to be alone with
God in holy exercises, are acquainted with better
delights than ever Muses tasted in the court of
Pharaoh.

2:3. And it came to pass in process of
time, that the king of Egypt died : and the
children of Israel sighed by reason of the
bondage,and they cried, and their cry came
up unto God by reason of the bondage.
24. And God beard their groaning, and
God remembered his covenant with Abra¬
ham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25.
And God looked upon the children of Is¬
rael, and God had respect unto them.

Here is,
1. The continuance of the Israelites' bondage in

Egypt, v. 23. Probably, the murdering of their
infants did not continue; this part of their affliction
attended only the period immediately connected
with tiie birth of Moses, and served to signalize it.
The Egyptians now were content with their in¬
crease, finding that Egypt was enriched by their la¬
bour; so that they might have tlieni for slaves, they
cared not how many they were. On this therefore
they were intent, to keep them all at work, and
make the best band they could of their labour.
When one Pharaoh died, another rose up in his
place, that was governed by the same maxims, and

was as cruel to Israel as bis predecessors. If there
was sometimes a little relaxation, yet it presently
revivedagain with as much rigour as ever; and pro¬
bably, as the more Israel were oppressed, the more
they multiplied, so the more they multipl ed, the
more they were oppressed. Note, Sometimes God
suffers the rod of the wicked to lie very long and
very heavy on the lot of the righteous. If Moses,
in Md.an, at anv time began to think how much
better his condition might have been, had lie staid
among the courtiers; lie must of himself think this
also, how much worse it would have been, if he
had had His lot with hisbrethren: it was a great de-
gmdatii n to him to be keeping sheep in Midian,
hat better so, than making bra.k in Egypt. The
cons den tion of cur brethren'saffliction sin old help
to reconcile us to our own.

2. The preface to their deliverance at last.
(1.) '1hey cried, v. 23. Now, at last, they began

to th nk of God under their troubles, and to return
to him from the idols they had served, Ezek. 20. 8.
IItlierto they had fretted at the instruments cf
their trouble, but God was net in all their thoughts.
Thus hy/iocriles in heart hea/i lift wrath, then cry
not when he hinds them, Job 36. 13. But before
God unbound them, he put it into their hearts to
c'*y unto hull, as .t s explained, Num. 20. 16. Note,
It s a good s gn that God is coming tow rd us with
deli', erance, when he inclines and enables us to cry
to him for it.

j (2.) God heard, v. 24, 25. The name of God is
here emphatically prefixed to four different expres¬
sions of a kind intention toward them. [1.] God
heard their groaning; that is, he made it to appear
that he took notice of their complaints. The groans
of the oppressed cry loud in the ears of the right¬
eous God,to whom vengeance belongs; especially the
groans of God's spiritual Israel; lie knows the bur¬
thens they groan under,and the blessings they groan
after, andthat the blessed Spirit,by these groanings,

I makesintercessioninthem. [2.] Godrememberedhis
I covenant, which he seemed to have forgotten, but of
| which lie is ever mindful. This, God had an eye
1 to, and not to any merit of their's, in what he did
for them. See Lev. 26. 42. [3.'] God looked ufion

| the children Israel: Moses lookedupon them and
I pitied tlieni; (v. 11.) but now God looked upon

tlieni and helped them. [4.] God had res/iecl unto
them, a favourable respect unto them as lfs own.
The frequent repetition of the name of God here,
intimates that now we are to expert something
great. O/ius Deo dignutn—A work worthy of
God. His eyes which run to and fro through the

I earth, are now fixed upon Israel, to show himself
strong, to show himself a God in their behalf.

CHAP. III.
As prophecy had ceased for many ages before Ilie coming of

Christ, that the revival and perfection of it in that great
Prophet might be the more remarkable ; so vision had
ceased (for aught that appears) among the patriarchs for
some ages before the comingof Moses,that < Jod's appear¬
ances to him for Israel's salvation might be the more wel¬
come ; and, in this chapter, we have God's first appear¬
ance to him in the bush, and the conference between
God and Moses in that vision. Here is, I. The disco¬
very God was pleased to make of his glory to Moses at
the bush, which Moses was forbidden to approach too
near to, v. I.. 5. II. A general declaration of God's
grace and good-will to his people, who were beloved for
their fathers' sakes, v. 6. III. A particular notification
of God's purpose concerning the deliverance of Israel
out of Egypt. I. lie assures Moses it should now be
done, v. 7 ..9. 2. lie gives him a commission to act in
it, as his ambassador both to Pharaoh (v. 10.) and to Is¬
rael, v. 16. 3. He answers the objection Moses made of
his own unworthiness, v. 11, 12. 4. He gives him full
instructions what to say, both to Pharaoh and to Israel,
v. 13. .18. 5. He tells him beforehand what the issue
would be, v. 19 ..22.


