AN

EXPOSITION,
PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS,
OF THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET

JOEL.

We are altogether uncertain concerning the time when this prophet prophesied;

it is probable that it wa?
about the same time that Amos prophesied, not for the reason that the rabbins give, Because Amos begins his prophecy with that wherewith Joel concludes his; The Lord shall roar out of 7Jo>i; but for
the reason Dr. Lightfoot gives. Because he speaks of the same judgments of locusts, and drought, and
fire, that Amos laments, which is an intimation that they appeared about tlie same time, Amos in Israel,
and Joel in Judah. Rosea and Obadiah prophesied about the same time; and it appears that Amos prophesied in the days of Jeroboam, the second king of Israel, Amos vii. 10. God sent a variety of prophets, that they might strengthen the hands one of another, and that out of the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word might be established. In this prophecy,
I. The desolation made by hosts of noxious insects is described, ch. i. and part of ch. ii.
n. The people are hereupon called to repentance, ch. ii.
III. Promises are made of the return of mercy upon their repentance, {ch. ii.) and promises of the pouring out of the Spirit in the latter days.
IV. The cause of God's people is pleaded against their enemies, whom God would in due time reckon
with {ch. iii. ) and glorious things are spoken of tlie gospel- Jerusalem, and of the prosperity and per;

petuity of

it.
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CHAP.

I.

the description of a lamentable devastation
made of the country of Judah by locusts and caterpilsome think that the prophet sjjeaks of it as a
lars
thing to come, and gives warning of it beforehand, as
Others
usuallv the prophets did of judgments coming.
think that it was now present, and that his business is
to affect the people with it, and awaken them by it to
I. It is spoken of as a judgment which
repentance.
II.
there was no precedent of in former ages, v. 1. .7.
All sorts of people sharing in the calamity are called
upon to lament it, v. 8. .13. III. They are directed to
look up to God in their lamentations, and to humble
themselves before him, v. 14. .20.

This chapter

is

;

^T^HE

word of the Lord that came
JL to Joel, the son of Pethuel. 2.
Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye
Hath this been in
inhabitants of the land.
1.

your days, or even in the days of your fathers? 3. Tell ye your children of it, and let
your children tell their cliildren, and their
4. That which
children another generation
;

I.

the palmer-worm hath left, hath the locust
eaten and that which the locust hath left,
hath tlie canker-worm eaten
and that
which the canker-worm hath left, hath the
caterpillar eaten. 5. Awake, ye drunkards
and weep and howl, all ye drinkers of
wine, because of the new wine for it is cut
off from your mouth.
6. For a nation is
come up upon my land, strong, and without
number, wiiose teeth are the teeth of a lion,
and he hath the cheek-teeth of a great lion.
7. He hath laid my vine waste, and barked
my fig-tree; he hath made it clean bare,
and cast it away ; the branches thereof are
made white.
It is a foolish fancy which some of the Jews liave,
that this Joel tlie prophet was the same with that
Joel who was the son of Samuel; (1 Sam. viii. 2.)
;

;

;

;

yet one of their rabbins very gravely undertakes to
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show why Samuel
was long after

here called Pethuel. This
He here speaks of a sad
and sore judgment which was now brought, or to be
brought, upon Judah, for their sins. Observe,
1. The greatness of the judgment, expressed here
in two things.
(1.) It was such as could not be paralleled in the ages that were jiast; in history, or in
the memory of any living, v. 2. The old men are
appealed to, who could remember what had happened long ago; nay, and all the inhabitants of the
land are called on to testify, if they could any of
tliem remember the like. Let them go further than
any man's memor)', and fire/iare themselves for the
search of theirfathers, (Job viii. S. ) and they would
not find an account of the like in any record. Note,
Those that outdo their predecessors in sin, may
justly expect to fall under greater and sorer judgments than any of their predecessors knew. (2.
It was such as would not be forgotten in the ages to
Joel

come;

is

that.

(f. 3.) "TeUxjeyourchildre>iofit,\eX.\.\\en\

of the wrath of God you
have been under, that tliey may take warning, and
may learn obedience by the things which you have
suffered, for it is designed for warning to them also.
Yea, let your children tell their children, and their

know what dismal tokens

children another generation; let them tell it not only
as a strange thing, which may serve for matter of
talk," (as such uncommon accidents are i-ecorded
our almanacks It is so long since the plague, and
so long since the great frost, and the great
fire
wind,) " but let them tell it, to teach their children
to stand in awe of God and of his judgments, and
Note,
ought to transto tremble before him."
mit to posterity the memorial of God's judgments
as well as of his mercies.
2. The judgment itself; it is an invasion of the
country of Judea by a great army. Many interpreters both ancient and modern understand it of armies
of men; tlie forces of tlie Assyrians, which, under
Sennacherib, took all the defenced cities of Judah,
and then, no doubt; made havock of the country, and
destroyed the products of it; nay, some make the
four sorts of animals here named, (y. 4.) to signify
the four monarchies, which, in their turns, were oppressive to the people of the Jews, one destroying
what had escaped the fury of the other. Many of
tlie Jewish expositors think it is a parabolical expression of the coming of enemies, and their multitude, to lay all waste.
So the Chaldee Paraphrast
mentions these animals here; {v. 4.) but afterward,
{ch. ii. 25.) puts instead of them, A'ations, fieofiles,
tongues, languages, fiotentates, and revenging

—

m

—

We

kingdoms.

But

it

seems much rather

to

be under-

stood literally of armies of insects coming upon the
Locusts were
land, and eating up the fruits of it.
one of the plagues of Egypt; of them it is said,
Tliere never were any like them, nor should be,
Exod. x. 14. None such as those in Egypt, none
such as these in Judah; none like those locusts for
bigness, none like these for multitude, and the miscliief tliey did : tliat lasted but for a few days, this here
seems to have continued for four years successively,
as some think, because here are four sorts of insects
mentioned, {x>. 4.) one destroying what the other
left.
But others think they came all in one vear.
are not told, in the history of the Old T"estament, when this happened, but we are sure that no
word of God fell to the ground; and though a devastation of these insects is primarily intended here,
yet it is expressed in such language as is very applicable to the destruction of tlie country by a foreign
enemy invading it, because if the people were not
humbled and reformed by that lesser judgment
which devoured the land, God would send this
greater upon them, which would devour the inha* itants; and by the
description of that they are bid
to take it for a warning.
If this nation of worms

We
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I.

does not reduce them, another nation shall come to
ruin them.
Observe, (1.) What these animals are, that are
sent against

them

locusts

and

caterflillars,

Jialmer-

We

cannot now detvorms and canker-worms, v. 4.
scribe how tliese differed one from one another; they
were all little insects, any of them despicable, and
which a man might easily crusli with his foot or
with his finger; but when they came in vast swarms,
or shoals, they were very formidable, and ate up all
before them. Note, God is Lord of hosts, has all
creatures at his command, and, when he pleases,
can humble and mortify a proud and rebellious people by the weakest and most contemptible creaMan is said to be a worm; ;md by this it
tures.
appears that he is less than a worm, for, when God
pleases, worms are too hard for him, plunder his
country, eat up that for which he laboured, destroy
the forage, and cut off the subsistence of a potent
nation.
The weaker the instrument is that God
employs, the more is his power magnified. (2.)
What force and fury they came with. They are
here called a nation, {v. 6.) because they are embodied, and act by consent, and as it were with a

common

design; for though the locusts have 7io
all of them by bands; (Prov.
XXX. 27.) and it is there rhentioned as an instance
It is prudence for those that are
of their wisdom.
weak severally, to unite and act jointly. They are
The small
strong, for they are without number.
dust of the balance is light, and easily blown away,
but a heap of dust is weighty; so a worm can do
little, (yet
one worm served to wither Jonah's
gourd,) but numbers of them can do wonders. They
are said to have the teeth of a lion, of a great lion,
because of the great and terrible execution they do.
Note, Locusts become as lions, when they come
read of the
armed with a divine commission.
locusts out of the bottomless pit, that their teeth
were as the teeth of lions. Rev. ix. 8. {o. ) What
mischief they do. Tl^ey eat ufi all before them;
(t. 4.) what one lea\-cs, the other devours; they destroy not only the grass and corn, but the trees; {y.
These vermin eat the
7.) The vine is laid waste.
leaves which should be a shelter to the fruit while it
ripens, and so that also peiishes, and comes to nothing.
They eat tlie very bark oit\\e_fig-tree, and
Thus the fig-tree does not blossom, nor
so kill it.
is there _/r!^;7 in the vine.
3.
call to the drunkards to lament this judgment; {v. 5.) .-iwake and wee/i, all ye drinkers of
wine. This intimates, (1.) That they should suffer
very sensibly by this calamity; it should touch
them in a tender ])art, the new wine which they
loved so well, should be cut off from their 7nouth.
Note, It is just with God to tulce away those comforts which are abused to luxury and excess, to recover the corn and wine which are fire/iared for
Baal, which are made the food and fuel of a base
lust.
And to them judgments of that kind are most
grievous.
The more men place their happiness in
the gratifications of sense, the more pressing temporal afflictions are upon them.
The drinkers of water needed not to care when the vine was laid waste,
they could live as well without it as they had done,
it was no trouble to the Nazarites; but the drinkers,
of wine will weefi and howl. Tlie more delights
we make necessary to our satisfaction, the more we
expose ourselves to trouble and disappointment.
(2.) It intimates that they had been very senseless
and stupid under the former tokens of God's displeasure; and therefore they are here called lo
awake and wee]}. They that will not be roused out
of their security by the word of God, shall be roused
by his rod; those that will not be startled by judgments at a distance, shall be themselves arrested by
them; and wlien they are going to take of the for

king, yet

go they forth
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bidden

a proliibition of another nature shall
the tifi, and cut off the

trait,

come betiveen the cu/i and
ivine from their mouth.
8.

Lament

like

a virgin girded with sack-

9. The
cloth for the husband of her youtli.
meat-offering and the drink-olTering is cut
oti'lVom the house of the Lord: the priests,

the

Lord's

ministers,

mourn.

10.

The

field

wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn
wasted: tlic new wine is dried up, the oil

is
is

1.

lar for recruits, when the old is drank, is dried ufi,
is ashamed of liaving promised so fair what it is not
now able to perform; the oil languishes, or is diminished, because (as the Chaldee renders it) the
olives are fallen off. The people were not thankful
to God as tliey should have been for the bread that
strengthens man's heart, the wi?!e that makes glad
the heart, and the oil that makes the face to shine;
(Ps. civ. 14, 15.) and therefore they are justly
brouglit to lament the loss and want of them, of all
the products of the earth, which God had given
them either for necessity or for delight. This is
repeated, v. 11, 12.
The wheat and barley, the

11. Be ye ashamed, O ye
two principal grains bread was then made of, wheat
husbandmen; howl, O ye vine-dressers, for for the I'ich, and barley for tlie poor; so that rich
trees
the wheat and for the barley; because the and poor meet together in the calamity. The

languisheth.

12. The
harvest of the field is perished.
vine is dried up, and the fig-tree languisheth;
the pomegranate-tree, the palm-tree also,
and the apple-tree, even, all the trees of the
field, are withered: because joy is withered
away from the sons of men. 13. Gird yourselves, ancMamcnt, ye priests; howl, ye ministers of the altar; come, lie all night in
sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the
meat-offering and the drink-offering is withholden from the house of your God.

The judgment

here described as very lamentaof people should share in;
it shall not only rob the drunkards of their pleasure,
(if that were t'lie worst of it, it might be tlie better
borne,) but it shall deprive others of their necessary
subsistence, wl\o are therefoi-e called to lament, {v.
8.) as a virgin laments the death of her lover, to
wliom she was espoused, but not completely married, yet so that he was in effect her husband; or,
as a young woman lately married, from whom the
husband of her youth, her young husband, or the
husband to whom she was married when she was
young, is suddenly taken away by death. Betwixt
a new-married couple that are young, that married
for love, and that are every way amiable and agreeal)le to each other, there is great fondness, and,
consequently, great grief if either be taken away.
Such lamentation shall there be for the loss of their
corn and wine. Note, The more we are wedded to
our creature-comforts, the harder it is to part with
12.
them. See that parallel place, Isa. xxxii. 10.
Two sorts of people are here brought in, as concountrymen
and
devastation,
cerned to lament this
ble,

and such as

is

all sorts

—

clergymeii.
1. Let the

husbandmen

saiAvine-dressers ]a.ment,

Let them be ashamed of the care and pains
they have taken about their vineyards, for it will be
all labour lost, and they shall gain no advantage by
V. 11.

They shall see the fruit of their labour eaten up
before tlieir eves, and shall not be able to save any
of it.
Note, Tliose who labour only for the meat
that /lerishes, will, sooner or later, be ashamed of
tlieir labour.
The vine-dressers will then express
their extreme grief by howling, when tliey see their
vineyards stripped of leaves and fruit, and the vines
withered, so tli:it nothing is to be had, or hoped for,
from tliem, wherewith they might pay their rent,
and maintain tlieir families.
The destruction is
particularly described here; The field is laid waste,
(v. 10. ) all is corlsumcd that it produced, the land
mourns, the ground has a melancholy aspect, and
looks ruefully; all the inhabitants of the land are in
tears for what they have lost, are in fears of perishThe corn,
ing for want, Isa. xxiv. 4.
Jer. iv. 28.
the bread-corn, which is the staff of life, is wasted;
the new wine, which should be brought into th- cel-

it;

—

are destroyed, not only the vine and the fig-tree, as
before, {v. 7.) which were more useful and necessary, but other trees also that were for delight;
X.\\e pomegranate, palm-tree, and apple-tree, yea all
the trees of the field, as well as those of the orchard,
timber-trees as well as fruit-trees. In short, all the
harvest of the field is perished, v. 11. And by this
means joy is withered away from the children of
men; {v. 11.) the joy of harvest, which is used to
express great and general joy, is come to nothing,
is turned into shame, is turned into lamentation.
Note, The perishing of the harvest is the withering
Those that
of the joy of the children of jnen.
place their happiness in the deligiits of sense, when
they are deprived of them, or any way disturbed in
the enjoyment of them, lose all their joy; whereas
the children of God, who look u])on the pleasures
of sense with holy indifference and contempt, and
know what it is to make God their heart's delight,
can rejoice in him as the God of their salvation,

even when the fig-tree does not blossom; spiiitual
joy is so far from withering then, that it flourishes
more than ever, Hab. iii. 17, 18.
Let us see here, (1.) What perishing, uncertain
things all our creature-comforts are; we can never
be sure of the continuance of them. Here the heavens had given their rains in due season, the earth
had yielded her strength, and when the appointed
weeks of harvest were at hand, they saw no reason
to doubt but that they sliould have a very plentiful
crop; yet then they are invaded by these unthonghtof enemies, that lay all waste, and not by fire and
sword.
It is our wisdom not to lay up our treasure in these things, which are liable to so many ill
accidents.
(2.) See wliat need we have to live in a
continual dependence upon God and his providence,
When
for our own hands are not sufficient for ns.
we see the full corn in the ear, and tliink we are
sure of it; nay, when we have brought it home, if
he blow upon it, nay, if he do not bless it, we are
not likelv to have any good of it.
(3.) See what
ruinous work sin makes.
A paradise is turned into
a wilderness, a fruitful land, the most fruitful land
upon earth, into barrenness, iov the iniguity of them
that dwelt therein.
2. Let the priests, the Lord's ministers, lament,
for they share deeply in the calamity; Gird yourselves with sackcloth; (v. 13.) nay, they do mourn,
Observe, The priests are called the ministers
ZK 9.
of the altar, for on that they attended, and the ministers of the Lord, of my God, says the prophet;
for in attending on the altar they served him, did
Note, They that
his work, and did him honour.
are emploved in holy things, are therein God's miThe ministers of
nisters, and on him they attend.
the altar used to rejoice before the Lord, and to
spend their time very much in singing; but now they
must lament and howl; for the meat-offering and
drink-offering were cut off from the house of the
Lord; (v. 9.) and the same- again, (ti. 13.) frotn
"He is your God in a parthe house of your God.

JOEL,
manner, you are in a nearer relation to him
than otht-r Israelites are; and therefore it is expected tliut you should be more concerned than
others for that which is a hinderance to the service
of liis sanctuary." It is intimated, (1.) That the
people, as long as tliey had the fruits of the cartli
brought in in their season, presented to the Lord his
dues out of them, and brought tlie offerings to the
altar, and tithes to them that served at the altar.
Note, A people may be filling up the measure of
their iniquity apace, and yet may keep up a course
of external performances in religion.
(2.) That,
when the meat and drink failed, the meat-offering
and drinlc-offering failed of course; and this was the
Note, As far as
sorest instance of the calamity.
any public trouble is an obstruction to the course of
religion, it is to be upon that account, more than
any otlier, sadly lamented, especially by the priests,
As far as poverty occasions
tlie Lord's ministers.
tlie decay of piety, and the neglect of divine offices,
and starves the cause of religion among a people, it
When the famine preis indeed a sore judgment.
vailed, God could not have his sacrifices, nor could
the priests have their maintenance; and therefore
let the Lord's ministers mourn.

!

!

desolate.

19.

O

Lord,

to thee will I cry:

hath devoured the pastures of the
wilderness, and the flame hath burnt all the
trees of the field.
20. The beasts of the
field cry also unto thee: for the rivers of
waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness.
have observed abundance of tears shed

for

the destruction of the fruits of the eartli by the locusts; now here we have those tears turned into the
right channel, that of repentance and humiliation
before God; the judgment was very heavy, and
here they are directed to own the hand of God in it,
his mighty hand, and to humble themselves under it.

Here
I.

The

i

This was

in a special manner seasonable now
depriving them of their jneat and
drink; for hereby they accommodate themselves to
the affliction they were under, ^^'hcn God says.
You shall fast, it is time to say, IVe nvill fast. '3.
There must be a solemn assembly. The elders and
the jieojile, magistrates and subjects, must be gathered together; even all the inhabitants of the land,
tliat God might be honoured by their public humiliations, that they might thereby take the more
shame to themselves, and that they might excite
and stir up one another to the religious duties of the
day; all had contributed to the national guilt, all
shared in the national calamity, and therefore they
must all join in the professions of repentance. 4.
They must come together in the temple, the house
of the Lord your God, because that was the house
of prayer, and there they might hope to meet with
God, because it was the place which he had chosen
to /lut his name there; there they might hope to
speed, because it was a type of Christ and his mediation.
Thus they interested themselves in Solomon's prayer for the acceptance of all the requests
tliat should be put up in or toward this house; in
which their present cas*was particularly mention-

cited.
tliat

God was

ed; (1 Kings

viii.

caterjiillar.

5.

observe

it

If there be

in a religious

What

tion.

3".)

They must

is

locust, if there be
satictify this fast, must

manner, with sincere devo-

a fast worth,

if it

be not sanctified?

They must c7-y unto the Lord. To him they
must make their complaint, and offer up their supplication to him.
^Vhen we cry in our affliction,
we must cry to the Lord; this \s fasting to him,
6.

for the fire

We
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1.
day is to be appointed for this purpose,
R day of restraint; (so the margin reads it;) a day
in which people must be restrained from their otlier
ordinary occasions, (that tliey may the more closely
attend at God's service,) and from all bodily refreshments; for, 2. It must be a fast, a religious
abstaining from meat and drink, further than is of
absolute necessity. Tlie king of Nineveh appointed
a fast, in which they were to taste notlmig, Jonah
iii. 7.
Hereby we own oursehes unworthy of our
necessary food, and tliat we have forfeited it, and
deserve to be wholly deprived of it; we punish ourselves and mortify the body which has been the occasion of sin; we keep it in a frame fit to serve the
soul in serving God; and by the appetite's craving
food, the desires of the soul toward that which is
better than life, and all the supports of it, are ex-

time.

ticular

14. Sanctify ye a" fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the ciders, and all the inhabitants of the land, into the house of the
Lord your God, and cry unto the Lord,
1 5.
Alas for the day for the day of the
Lord is at hand, and as a destruction from
the Almighty shall it come.
16. Is not the
meat cut off before your eyes, yea, joy and
17.
gladness from tiie house of our God?
The seed is rotten under their clods, the
garnt^rs are laid desolate, the barns are
broken down; for the corn is withered. 18.
How do the beasts groan the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no
pasture; yea, the flocks of siieep are made

943

1.

is,

A

proclamation issued out for a general fast
priests are ordered to appoint one; they must

not only mourn themselves, but they must call upon
others to mourn too; "Sanctify ye a fast; Let
.some time be set apart from all worldly Business to
be spent in the exercises of religion, in the expressions of repentance, and other extraordinary instances of devotion." Note, Under public judgments there ought to be public humiliations; for by
them the Lord God calls to iveefiing and mourning.
\Vith all the marks of sorrow and shame, sin must
be confessed and bewailed, the righteousness of God

must be acknowledged, and his favour implored.
Observe what is to be done by a nation at such a

Zech. vii. 5.
II. Divers considerations suggested to induce them
to proclaim this fast, and to observe it strictly.
1. God was beginning a controversy with them.
It was time to cry unto the Lord, for the day of the
Lord is at hand, v. 15. Either they mean the continuance and consequences of this present judgment
which they now saw but breaking in upon them, or
some greater judgments which this was but a pre-

However it be, this they are taught to
the matter of their lamentation ^/as, for the
day I for the day of the Lord is at hand. TliereFor, (1.) " The dav of his judgfore cry to God.
ment is very near, it is at hand; it iviil not slumber,
and therefore you should not. It is time to fast and
pray, for you have but a little time to turn you in."
(2.) It will be very terrible, there is no escaping it,
no resisting it; ^Is a destruction from the Almighty
shall it come.
See Isa. xiii. 6. It is not a correction, but a destruction; and it comes from the hand,
not of a weak creature, but of the Almighty; and
mho knows (nay, who docs not know) the fuAver of
his anger? Whither should we go with our cries
but to him from whom the judgment we dread
comes? There is no fleeing/rom him but by fleeing
to him; no escaping destruction from the Almighty
but by making our submission and supplication to
face

to.

make

;
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the Almighty; this
that
2.

is

taking hold on his strength,

we may make fieace, Isa. xx\ ii. 5.
They saw themselves already under the tokens

of his displeasure.
It is time to fast and pray; for
their distress was very great, v. 16.
(1.) Let them
look into their own houses, and there was no plenty
tliere, as used to be.
Those who kept a good table,
were now obliged to retrench; Is not the meat cut
see it, wherever we go.
off before our eyes?
Note, Though it is common for the heart not to
rue what the eye sees not, yet that heart is hard indeed, wliich trembles not, and humbles not itself,
when God's judgments are before the eyes. If, when
God's hand is lifted up, men luilt not see, when his
hand is laid on, they shall see. Is not the meat many
a time cut off before our eyes? Let us tlxen labour
for that spiritual meat which is not before our eyes,
and which cannot be cut off. (2.) Let them look
into God's house, and see the effects of the jvidgment there; joy and gladness were cut off from tJie
house of God. Note, The house of our God is the
proper place of joy and gladness; when David goes
to the altar of God, it is to God my exceeding Joy;
hut when joy and gladness are cut off from God's
house, either by the corruption of holy things, or the
persecution of holy persons, when serious godliness
decays, and love waxes cold, then it is time to cry
to the Lord, time to cry, jllas I
The prophet returns to describe the grievousness
Corn
of the calamity, in several particulars of it.
and cattle are the husbandman's staple commodities; now here he is deprived of both these.
[].]
The caterpillars have devoured the corn, x>. 17.
The garners which they used to fill witli corn, are
laid desolate, and the barns broken down, because
the corn is withered, and the owners think it not
worth while to he at the charge of repairing them
when they have nothing to put in them, nr,r likely
to have any; for the seed is rotten tinder the clods,
either through too much rain, or (which was the
more common case in Canaan) for want of rain, or
perhaps some insects underground ate it up. Wlien
one crop fails, the husliandman hopes the next may
make it up; but here they despair of that, the scedness being as bad as the harvest.
[2.] The cattle
do the
perish too for want of grass; {v. 18.)
beasts groan ! This the prophet takes notice of,
that the people might be affected with it, and lay to
heart the judgment. The groans of the cattle should
The herds
soften their hard and impenitent hearts.
of cattle, the large cattle, (black cattle we call them,)
they are perfilexed, nay, even the flocks of sheep,
who will live upon a common, and take up with very
short grass, even they are made desolate.
See here
the inferior creatures suffering for our transgressions, and groaning underthe double bvu'then of being
serviceable to the sin of man, and subject to the
curse of God for it; Cursed is the ground for thy

We

How

sake.

in. The prophet stirs them tip to cry to God,
with the consideration of the examples given them
for

it.

His own example; (t. 19.) O Lord, to thee
He would not put them upon doing that
which he wo\ild not resolve to do himself; nay,
whether they would do it or no, he would. Note,
1.

will

I cry.

ministers cannot prevail to affect others
with the discoveries of divine wrath, yet they ought
to be themselves affected with them if they cannot
bring others to cry to God, yet they must themselves
be much in prayer. In time of trouble, we must not
on\y firay, but cry, must be fervent and importunate in prayer; and to God, from whom both the
destruction is, and the salvation must be, ought our
cry to be always directed. That which engaged
him to cry to God, was, not so much anv personal
affection, as the national calamity; "Vhefire has deIf Ciod's

;

II.

voured the pastures of the wilderness; which seems
to be meant of some parching, scorching heat of the
sun, which was as fire to the fruits of the earth, it
consumed them all. Note, When God calls to contend by Jire, it concerns those that have any interest
in Heaven, to cry mightily to him for relief.
See

Numb. xi. 2. Amos vii. 4, 5.
2. The example of the inferior
beasts

creatures;

The

of the field do not only groan, but they cry

unto thee, v.

20.

They appeal

to thy pity, accord-

ing to their capacity, and as if, though they are not
capable of a rational and revealed religion, yet they
had something of dependence upon God by natural
instinct.
At least, when they groan by reason of
their calamity, he is pleased to interpret it as if they
cried to him; much more will he put a favourable
construction upon the groanings of his own children,
though sometimes so feeble, that they cannot be tittered, Rom. viii. 26.
The beasts are here said to
cry unto God, as from him the liojisseek their meat,
(Ps. civ. 21.) and the young ravens. Job xxxviii.
41. The complaints of "the brute creatures here are
for want of water. The rivers are dried uji, through
the excessive heat, and for want of grass, for the
fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness.
And what better are they than beasts, who never
ciy to God but for corn and wine, and complain of
nothing but the want of the delights of sense.' Yot
their crying to Sod in those cases shames the stupidity of those who cry not to God in any case.

CHAP.

II.

A

In this chapter, we have, I.
further description of that
terrible desolation ivhich should be made in the land of
Judah by the locusts and caterpillars, v. 1
II.
II.
serious call to the people, ivhen they are under this sore
judgment, to return and I'epent, to fast and pray, and tc
seek unto God for mercy, with directions how to do this
promise that, upon their reariffht, v. 12.. 17.
III.
pentance, God would remove the judgment, would repair the breaches made upon them by it, and restore
unto them plenty of all ijood things, v. 18. .27. IV.
prediction of the settinc: up of the kinffdom of the Messiah in the world, by the pouring out of the Spirit in the
latter days, V. 23.. 33,
Thus the beginninyf of this chapter is made terrible with the tokens of God's wrath, but
the latter end of it made comfortable with the assurances of his favour, and it is in the way ol" repentance,
that this blessed change is made; so that, though it is
only the last paragraph of the chapter that points directly at'gospel-tinies, yet the whole may be improved as
a type and figure, representing the curses of the law invading men for their s-Ius, and the comfort of the gospel
flowing in to them upon their repentance.
.

.

A

A

A

1.

"TII.1OW ye the trumpet in Zion, and
_13 sound an alarm in my holy moun

let all the inhabitants of the land
tremble: for the day of the Lord comelh
2. A day of darkness
for it is nigh at hand
and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of
thick darkness, as the morning sjjrcad upon
the mountains: a great people and a strong
there hath not been ever the like, neither
shall be any more after it, even to the years
of many generations. 3. A fire devoiireth
before them; and behind them a flame burnetii
the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness yea, and nothing shall escape them.
4. The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so
5. Like the noise of chashall they run.
riots on the tops of mountains shall they
leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that de-

tain:

:

:

;
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vouieth the stubble, as a strong people set
6. Before their face the
\n battle array.
people sliall be much pained; all faces siiall
7. They shall run like
gather blackness.
mighty men; they shall climb the wall
like men of war; and they shall inarch every
one on liis ways, and they shall not break
8. Neither shall one thrust antlieir ranks:
other, they shall walk every one in his path
and when they fall upon the sword, they
9. They shall run
shall not be wounded.
to and fro in the city; they shall run upon
the wall; they shall climb up upon the
houses; tlicy shall enter in at tne windows
10. The earth shall quake
like a thief.
before them; the heavens shall tremble: the
sun and the moon shall be dark, and tlie
stars shall

Lord

withdraw

their shining;

1 1.

And

voice before his
army ; for his camp is very great for he is
strong that executeth his word for the day
of the Lord is great and very terrible; and
who can abide it?
Here we have God contending with his own professing people for their sins, and executing upon
them the judgment written in tlie law; (Deut. xxviii.
42.^ The fruit oft/:y land shall the locust consume,
which was one of those diseases of- Egypt that God
would brin^ upon them, v. 60.
the

shall utter his

:

:

1.

Here

is

the

war proclaimed;

{v. 1.)

Blow ye

the trumflet in Zion; either to call the invading
army together, and then the trumpet sounds a
charge, or, rather, to give notice to Judali and Jerusalem of the approach of the judgment, that they
might /ire/iare to ?neet their Gorf in the way of his

judgments, and niiglit endeavour by prayers and
the church's best artillery, to put by the
stroke.
It was the priests' business to sound the
trumpet, (Numb. x. 8.) both as an appeal to God in
the day of their distress, and a summons to the peoNote, It is
ple to come together to seek his face.
the work of ministers to give warning from the word
of God of the fatal consequences of sin, and to reveal
his wrath from heaven against the ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. And though it is not the privilege of Zion and Jerusalem to be exempted from the
judgments of God, if they provoke him, yet it is
their privilege to be warned of them, that they may
make their peace with him. Even in the holy mountain the alarm must be sounded, ;uid then it sounds
most dreadful, Amos iii. 2. Now, shall a trumfiet
be blown in the city, in the holy city, and the /leo/ile
not be afraid? Surely they will, Amos iii. 6.
Let
all the inhabitants of the land tremble; tliey shall be
made to tremble by the judgment itself; let them
therefore tremble at the alarm of it.
2. Here is a general idea given of the day of battle, wliich Cometh, wliich is nigh at hand, and there
is no avoiding it.
It is tlie day of the Lord, the day
of his judgment, in which lie will both manifest and
It is a day of darkness and
magnify himself
gloominess; (v. 2.) literally so, the swarms of locusts and caterpillars being so large and so thick as
to darken the sky; (Exod. x. 15.) or, rather, figuratively, it will Ije a melancholy time, a time of
tears,

grievous

affliction.

And

it

will

come

as the

morning

spread upon the mountains; the darkness of this day
will come as suddenly as the morning-light, as iiTesistibly, will spread as far, and grow upon them as
the morning-light.
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is the army drawn up in array; {v. 2.)
are a great people, and a strong. Any one
that sees the vast numbers tliat there sliall be of locusts and caterpillars, destroying the land, will nay,
(as we are all apt to be most ;lflected witli what is
present,) "Surely, never was tlie like before, nor
ever will be the like again." Note, Extraordinary
judgments are rare things, and seldom hapjien,
which is an instance of God's patience; when (jod
had drowned the world oiue, he promised never to
do it again. The army is here described to be, (1.)
Very bold and daring; They are as horses, as warhorses, that rush into the battle, and are not affrighted; (Job xxxix. 22. ) and as /;orse?KfH carried
on with martial fire and fury, so they shall run, -v.
4. Some of tlie ancients hive observed that the head
of a locust is very like, in shape, to the head of a
liorse.
(2.) Very loud and noisy; like the tioise of
chariots, of many chariots, when driven furioi)sly
over rough ground, on the to/is of the mountains, v.
5.
Hence is borrowed part of the description of the
locusts which St. John saw rise out of the bottomless
pit; (Rev. ix. 7, 9.) The shapes of the locusts were
like unto horses pre/iared to the battle; and the
3.

Here

They

sound of their wings were as the sound of chariots,
of many horses running to the battle. Historians
tell us that the noise made by swarms of locusts in
those countries that are infested with them, has
sometimes been heard six miles off. The noise is
likewise compared to that of a roaring fire; it is like
the noise of aflame that dex>ours the stubble; which
noise is the more terrible, because that which it is
the indication of, is devouring. Note, When God's
judgments are abroad, they make a great noise; and
it is necessary for the awakening of a secure and
stupid world.
(3.) They are very regular, and
keep ranks, in their march; though numerous and
greedy of spoil, yet they are as a strong people set
in battle array; (v. 5.) They shall march every one
on his ways, straight forward, as if they had been

up by the discipline of war to keep their
and observe their right-hand man; They shall
not break their ranks, nor one thrust another, v. 7,
8.
Tlieir number and swiftness shall breed no confusion.
See how God can make creatures to act by
rule that have no reason to act by, when he designs
to serve his own purposes by them.
And see how
necessary it is that those who are employed in any
service for God, should observe order, and keep
ranks, should diligently go on in their own work, and
not stand in one another's way. (4. ) They are very
swift; they run like horsemen, {ik 4.) run like
mighty men, [v. 7.) thev run to and fro in the city,
and run upon the wall, v. 9. Wlien God setids
forth his command on earth, his word runs very
Angels have wings, and so
swiftly, Ps. cxlvii. 15.
have locusts, when God makes use of them.
4. Here is the terrible execution done by this formidable army. (1.) In the country, v. 3. View
the army in the front, and you will see a. fire devouring before them, they consume all as if they
breathed fire; view it in the rear, and you will
see those that come behind as furious as the foremost, behind them a flame burns. When they are
gone, then it will appear what destruction they have
made. Look upon the fields that they have not yet
invaded, and they are as the garden of Lden,
pleasant to the eye, and full of good fruits, they are
the pride and glory of the country; but look upon
the fields that they have eaten up, and they are as
One would not think that
a desolate wilderness.
these had ever been like the former, and yet so they
were perhaps but the day before; or that those
should ever be made like these, and yet so they
shall be perhaps by to-morrow night; yea, and nothing shall escape them, that can possibly be made
food for them.
Let none be proua of the beauty ot
trained
post,
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their grounds any more than of their bodies, for God
can soon clumge the face of boji. (2.) In the city,
they shall climb t/ie wall, {v. 7.) they shall run
ufion llie houses, and enter in at the nvindoivs like a

wlientgypt was plagued with locusts,
Pharaoh's houses, and the houses of his
servants, Exod. x. 5, 6.
The locusts out of the
bpttouiless pit, Satan's emissaries, and missionaries
of the man of sin, do as these locusts.
God's judgments too, wlieu they come with commission, cannot be kept out with bars and bolts; they will find,
or force, their way.
.5.
Tlie impressions that should hereby be made
upon the people. They shall find it to no purpose
to make opposition; these enemies are invulnerable,
and tlieretore irresistible; ivhen they fall ufion the
sword, they shall not be nuoundcd, v. 8. And those
that cannot be hurt, cannot be stopped; and therethief;

they

(_v.

9.)

filled

before their faces the fieo/ile shall be 7nuch
Jiained, {v. 6.) as the merciiants are in pain for
their trading ships, when they hear they are just in
the mouth of a squadron of the enemies.
One was
in pain for his field, another for his vineyard, and
fore

11.

the arrests of God's wrath, can make bead against
the force of it, or bear up under the weiglit of it, 1

Sam.

20. Ps. Ixxvi. 7.

vi.

Therefore also now, saith the Lord,
eve7i to me with all your heart, and
with fasting, and with weeping, and with
mourning; 13. And rend your heart, and
not your garments, and turn unto the Lord
your God: for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and of great kindness, and
12.

Tuni ye

Who

repenteth him of the evil.
14.
knowhe will return and repent, and leave a
blessing behind him, cve7i a meat-oftering,
and a drink-oft'ering, unto the Lord your
God? 15. Blow the trumpet in Zion, sancetli if'

a fast, call a solemn assembly: 16.
Gather the people, sanctify the congregation,
assemble the elders, gather the chiklren, and
all faces gather blackness, which dentites the utmost
those, that suck the breasts
let the brideconsternation imaginable.
Men in fear look pale, groom go forth of his chamber, and the bride
bat men in despair look black; the whiteness of a
7. Let the priests, the
sudden fright, when it is settled, turns into black- out of her closet
ness.
Wn it is the matter of our pride and pleasure,. ministers of the Lord, weep between the
God can soon make the matter of our pain. The porch and the altar, and let them say. Spare
terror tnat the country should be in, is described
thy people, O Lord, and give not thy heri10.) by figurative expressions; The earth shall
tify

;

:

1

(,1'.

and the heavens tremble; even the hearts
that seemed undaunted, so firm that nothing would
frighten them, as immoveable as heaven or earth,
shall be seized with astonishment.
Or, when the
inhabitants of the land are made to quake, it seems
to them as if all about them trembled too. Through
t.ie prevalency of tlieir fear, or. for want of the supports of life whicli they used to have, theireve shall
wax dim, and their sight fail them, so that to them
the sun and moon shall seem to be dark, and the
stars to withdraw their shining.
Note, When God
frowns upon men, the lights of heaven will be small
joy to them.
For man, by rebelling against his
Creator, has forfeited the benefit of all the creatures.
But though this here is to be understood figuratively, there is a day coming when it will be accomplished in the letter, when the heavens shall be
rolled together like a scroll, and the earth, and all the
works that are therein, shall be burnt up. Particular judgments should awaken us to think of the
general judgment.
6.
are here directed to look up to him who is
,
the Commander in chief of this formidable army,
and that is God himself, v. 11. It is his army, it is
his cam/i; he raised it, he gives it commission; he
utters his x'oice before it, as the general gives orders
to his army what to do, and makes a speech to animate the soldiers; it is the Lord that gives the word
of command to all these animals, which they exactly observe.
Some think that with this cloud of
locusts God sent terrible thunder, for that is called,
The voice of the Lord, and was another of the
plagues of Egypt, and this made the heavens and
the eai-tli tremble.
It is the day of the Lord, as it
was called, {v. 1. ) for in this war we are sure he
carries the day; it must needs be his, for his camp is
great and numerous, those whom he makes war
upon, he can, as here, overpower with numbers;
and whoever he employs to execute his word, as the
minister of his justice, is sure to be made strong and
ei/ual to what he undertakes; whom
fiar negotio
God gives commission to, he girds with strength for
the executing of that commission.
And this makes
the^-rra; day of the Lord very terrible to all those,
who in that day are to be made the monuments of
his justice*, for who can abide it?
None
escape
(juake,

We

—

cm

tage to reproach, that the heathen should
rule over them: wherefore should they say
among the people. Where is their God ?

We

have here an earnest exhortation to repentance, inferred from that desolating judgment described and threatened in the foregoing \erses;
Therefore now turn ye to the Lord.
1. "Thus you
must answer the end and intention of the judgment;
for it was sent for this end, to convince you of j'our

humble you for them, to reduce you to your
right minds, and to your allegiance." God brings
us into straits, that he may bring us to repentance,
and so bring us to himself. 2. "Thus you may stay
the progress of the judgment. Things are bad with
you, but thus you may prevent their growing worse;
nay, if you take this course, they will soon grow
sins, to

better.''

Here
I.

a gracious invitation,
a personal repentance,

is

To

soul; ex'ei-y

Zech.

xii.

exercised in the

family apart, and their wires apart,
12.
When the judgments of God are

abroad, each person is concerned to contribute his
quota to the common supplications, having contributed to the common guilt.
Every one must
mend one, and mourn for one, and then we should
all be mended, and all found among God's mourners.

What we are here called to; which
what it is to repent; for it is the same
that the Lord our God still requires of us, we having
all made work for repentance.
(1.) We must be
truly humbled for our sins, must be sorry we ha\'e
by sin offended God, and ashamed we have by sin
wronged ourselves, both wronged our judgments, and
wronged our interest. There must be outward e.rObserve,

1.

will teach us

sorrow and shame, fasting, and weeptears for the tn uljle must be
turned into tears for the sin tint procured it. But
what will the outward expressions of sorrow avail,
if the inward impressions be not agrcable, and not
only accomjjanv them, but be the root and spring
And therefore it
of them, and give rise to them ?
follows, Jiend your heart, and not yojir garments;
not but that, according to the rusttmi of that age, it
was proper for tlicm to rend their garments, in token
p7-essions of

ing, and

mourning;
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II.

tation is very

humble and modest; Who knonvs

sins, and a hnly indignaagainst tliemselves for tlieiv fnlly; but, "Rest
not ill the doing of that, as if that were sufficient,
l)nt be more in care to accommodate your spirits,
than to accommodate your dress, to a day of fasting
and luimiliaucn; nay, imd tior i/our ffarmeufs-dtiM,
unless withal \ou rend your /learts, for the sign
witliout tlve thing signified is but a jest and a mockery, and an affront to Cind.'V lietidiii^ the heart is
that which (Juil looks f >r and requires, that is the
broken and coiitrile heart which \\civill not denfiise,
Ps. li. 17.
we; are greatly grieved in soul for
sin, so that it even cuts its to the heart to think how

if he
expressed thus doubtfull)-,
to check the presumption and security nf the people, and to quicken them to a holy carefulness and
liveliness in tluir repentance, as Josh. xxiv. 19. Or,
rather, it is expressed doubtfully, because it is the removal of a temporal judgment that they here pro
mise themselves, of which we cannot be so confident as we can that, in general, God is gracious and
merciful.
There is no question at all to be made,
but that if we truly ripent of rur sins, God will forgive them, and be reconciled to us; liut whether he

we have

well be questioned, and yet the probability of it should encourage us to rt pent.
Promises of temporal good tilings are often made with
a peradventure; /; may be, you shall be hid, Zeph.
ii. 3.
David's sin is pardontd, and yet the child

of great grief for their
tion"

When

dishonoured God, and disparaged ourselves
bv it, when we conceive an aversion to sin, andearncstlv desire and endeavour to get clear of the principles of it, and never to return to the practice of it,
th'jn we rend our hearts for it; and then will God
rend the heavens, and come down to us with mercy.
(2.) VVe must be thoroughly converted to our God,
xnA come home to him wlien v/e fa/l out with sin.
Turn ye even to tne, sailh the Lord, (v. 12.) and
again, (i'. 13.) Turn unto the Lo7-d your God. Our
fisting and weejiing are worth nothing, if we do not
When we are fuln-ith it turn to God as our God.
ly convinced that it is our duty and interest to keep
in with liini, and are heartily S' rry we have ever
turned the back upon him, and, thereupon, by a firm
and fixed resolution make his glory our end, his will
our rule, and his favour our felicity, then we return
to the Lord our God, and this we are commanded
and invited to do, and to do it quickly.
2. What arguments are here used to persuade
t'lis people thus to turn to the Lord, and to turn to
him unth all their hearts. When the heart is rent
for sin, and rent from it, then it is prepared to turn
entire'y to God, and to be devoted entirely to him,
and he" will ha\-e it all or none. Now to bring ourselves to this, let us consider,
are sure that he is, in gencrd, a good
(1.)
God, Therefore we must turn to the Lord our God,
not only because he has been just and righteous in
pvmishing us for our sins, the fear of which should
drive us to him, but hecaxise he is gracious and merciful in receiving us upon our repentance, the hope
He is gracious
of which should draw ns to him.
and merciful, delights not in the death of sinners,
He is slow to
but clesii-es they may turn and live.
anger against those that offend him, but of great
Iri'ndness toward those that dCsire to please him.
These very expressions ai-e used in God's proclamation of fiis name, when he caused his goodness,
and with it all his glory, to fiass before Moses, Exnd.
xxxiv. 6, 7.
He refients him of the evil; not that
he changes his mind, but, when the sinner's mind is
changed, God's way toward him is changed; the
sentence is re\-ersed, and the curse of the law is
taken off. Note, That is genuine, ingenuous, and
evangelical repentance, which arises from a firm

We

belief of the mercy of God, which we have sinned
Refient,for the
against, and yet are not in despair.
kingdom of heaven is at hand. The goodness of
God, if it be rightlv understood, instead of imboldening us to go on in sin, will be the most powerThe
ful inducement to repentance, Ps. cxxx. 4.
the act
act of indemnity brings those to God,

whom

from him.
have reason to hope that he will, upon
(2. )
our repentance, give us that good which by sin we
have forfeited, and deprived ourselves of; (y. 14.)
that he wWlretttrn and reflent, that he will not proceed against us as he has done, but will act in favour

of attainder frightened

We

Therefore let us reflent of our sins agaihst
him, and return to him in a way of dutv, because
then we may hope that he will repent of his judgments against us, and return to us in a way of merNow observe, [1.] The manner of the expeccy.
of us.

;

will?

will

Some

remove

are under,

think

it

is

this or the other affliction

which we

may

shall die, and
said, as here.

when David prayed

for its life, he
can tell whether God will be
matter
likewise?
gracious to
2 Sam. xii.
22.
The Ninevites repented and reformed, upon
such a consideration as this, Jonah iii. 9. [2.] The
matter of the expectation is very pious; they hope
God will retui'n and repent, and leave a blessitig behind him, not as if he were about to go from them,
and they could be content with any blessing in lieu
of his presence, but behind him; that is, "After he
has ceased his contro\ersy with us, he will bestow
a blessing upon us;" and what is it.' It is a meat-offering and a drink-ojfering to the Lord our God.

me

Who

in this

The fruits of the earth are called a blessing, (Isa.
Ixv. 8.) because they depend upon God's blessing,
and arc necessary blessings to us. They had been
deprived of these, and that which grieved them
most while they were so, was, that God's altar
wanted its offerings, and God's priests their maintenance; that therefore which they comfort themselves
with the prospect of in their i-eturn of plenty, is,
that then there should be meat-offerings and drinkofferings in abundance brought to Ciod's altar,
which they more desired than to see the wonted
al)undance of meat and drink brought to their own
tables.

Thus when Hezckiah was

in liopes that

he

should recover of his sickness, he asked, JVhat is
the sign that I shall go u/i, not to the thrones of
judgment, or to the council-board, but to the house
of the Lord ? Isa. xxxviii. 22. Note, The plentiful
enjoyment of God's ordinances in their power and
purity, is the most valuable instance of a nation's
prosperity, and the greatest blessing that can be desired.
If God give the blessing of tlie meat-offering
and the drink-oflfering, that will bring along with it
other blessings, will sanctify them, sweeten them,
and secure them.
II.'They are here called to a flublic, national reflentance, to be exercised in the solemn assemblv,
as a national act, for the glory of God, and the excitement of one another, and that the neighbouring
nations might know and observe what it was that
qualified them for God's gracious returns in mercy
to them, which they would be the admiring witnesses of.
Let us see here,
How the congregation must be called together,
1.
V. 15, 16.
The trumpet was blown, {v. 1.) to
sound an alarm of war; but now it must be blown
in order to a treaty of peace; God is willing to show
mercy to his people, if he do but find them in a

frame fit for it; and therefore. Call them together,
sanctify a fast. By the law many annual feasts were
appointed, but only one day in the year was to be
observed as a fast, the day of atonement; a dav to
and if they had kept close to God
and their duty, there would have been no occasion
to observe any more; but now that thev had b\' sin
brought the judgments of God upon them, they are
often called to fasting.
What was said, r//. i. 14. is
afflict the soul,
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here repeated; "Call a solemn assembly, gather the
fieofile, press them to come together upon this
errand, sanctify the congregation, appoint a time
for solemn preparation beforehand, and put tliem in
mind to prepare themselves; let not the greatest be
excused, but assemble the elders, the judges and
magistrates; let not the meanest be passed by, but
f-ather the children, and those that suck the breasts.
t is good to bring little children, as soon as tliey are
capable of understanding any thing, to religious assemblies, that they may be trained up' betimes in
the way wherein they should go; but these wei'e
brought even when tliey were at the breast, and
were kefit fasting, that by their cries for the breast
the hearts of tlie parents might be moved to repent

.

of sin which God might justly visit upon their children, so that the tongue of the sucking child might
cleave to the roof of his mouth, (Lam. iv. 4.) and
that on them God might have compassion, as he had
on the infants of Nineveh, Jonah iv. 11. New-married people must not be exempted; Let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of
her closet; let not them take state upon them, as
usual, not put on their ornaments, or indulge themselves in mirth, but apply themselves to the duties
of the public fast with as much gravity and sadness
Note, Private joys must
as any of their neighbours.
always give way to public sorrows, both those for
affliction, and those fnr sin.
2. How the work of the dav must be carried on,
V. 17.
(1.) The priestfi, the Lord's ministers, mu&t
preside in the congregation, and be God's mouth to
the people, and theirs to God; who besides should
stand in the gap to turn away the wrath of God,
wliose business it was to make intercession upon
ordinary occasions? (2.) Tliey must officiate between the fiorch and the altar; there they used to
attend about the sacrifices, and therefore now that
they have no sacrifices to offer, or next to none,

there they must offer up spiritual sacrifices. There
the people must see them meefiing and wrestling,
like their father Jacob, and be helped into the same
devout frame. Ministers must themselves be affected with those things wherewith they desire to
It was between the fiorch and the alaffect others.
tar, that Zechariah tlie son of Jehoiada was put to
death for his faithfulness; that precious blood God
would require at their hands, and therefore, to turn
away the judgment theatened for it there, they must
weefi.
(3.) They must pray; words are hei-e put
into their mouths, which they might in their prayers
enlarge upon. Their petition must be. Spare thy
God's people, when tliey are in
peofile, O Lord.
distress, can expect no relief against God's justice,
but what comes from his mercy. They cannot say.
deserve
Lord, right us, but, Lord, spare us.
the correction, we need it, but, Lord, mitigate it.

We

sinner's supplication is, S/iare us, good Lord.
Their plea must be taken from the relation wherein they stand to God; "They are thy people, and
(hine heritage, therefore have compassion on them;"
but especially from the concein of God's glory in
" Lord, give not thine heritage to retheir trouble.

The

firoach, to the reproach of famine; let not the land
of Canaan, that has been so long celebrated for the
glory of all lands, now be made the scorn of all lands;
iet not the heathen rule over them, as they will easily
do when thine heritage is thus impoverished, and
disabled to subsist
Let not the heathen make them
a firoverh, or a by-word ;" (so some read it;) " let it

never be said, yls poor and beggarly as an Israelite."
Note, The maintaining of the credit of the
nation among its neighbours, is a blessing to be desired and prayed for by all that wish well to it. But
that reproach of the church is especially to be
ilreaded and deprecated, which reflects upon God:
" Iietthem no\. say among the people,' Wliere is their

11.

God?
whom

God who has ptomis^d to help them,
they have boasted so much of, and put such
a confidence in." If God's heritage be destroyed,
the neighbours will say, " God was either weak, and
could not relieve them, or unkind, and would not.
God thus triumphs over the pretended deities;
(Deut. xxxii. 37.) Where are now their gods in
whom they trusted? And Sennacherib thus triumphs over them. Where are now the gods of Hamath and Arphad ? But it must by no means be .suffered, that any should say of Israel, Where is their
God? For we are sure that our God is in the
heavens, (Ps. cxv. 2, 3. ) is in his temple, Ps. xi. 4.
that

18.

Then

his land,

Lord

will the

and

Lord

be jealous

for

Yea,

tlie

pity his people.

19.

answer, and say unto his peoI will send you corn, and wine,
and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith,
and I will no more make you a reproach
among the heathen. 20. But [ will remove
far off from you the northern army, and will
drive him into a land barren and desolate,
with his face toward the east sea and his
hinder part toward the utmost sea: and his
stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall
come up, because he hath done great things.
2 1 Fear not, O land be glad and rejoice
will

Behold,

ple.

;

;

.

for the

Lord

will

do great

tilings.

22.

Be

not afraid, ye beasts of the field for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the
tree beareth her fruit, the fig-tree and the
vine do yield their strength.
23. Be glad
then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the
Lord your God: for he hath given you the
former rain moderately, and he will cause
to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first
vionth.
24. And the floors shall be full of
wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine
and oil. 25. And I will restore to you the
years that the locust hath eaten, the canker-worm, and the caterpillar, and the palmer-worm, my great army, which I sent
among you. 26. And ye shall eat in plenty,
and be satisfied, and praise the name of the
Lord your God, that hath dealt wondrously
with you: and my people shall never be
:

27. And ye shall know that I
midst of Israel, and that I am the
Lord your God, and none else: and my
people shall never be ashamed.

ashamed.

am

in the

See how ready God is to succour and relieve his
how he waits to be gracious; as soon as ever
they humble themselves under his hand, and pray,
and seek his face, he immediately meets them with
his favours; they prayed that God would spare
them, and see here with what good words and comfortable words he answered them for God's promises are real answers to the prayers of faith, be
cause with him saying and doing are not two things.
people,

;

Now
I.

(ti.

his

observe,

Whence this mercy promised shall take rise;
18.) God will be jealous for his land, and pity
people.
He will have an eye, 1. To his own

honour, and the. reputation

of' his

covenant

witli

JOEL,
Israel,

by which he had conveyed to them that good
had given in the value of it very high;

land, and

not suffer it to be despised or disparaged,
be jealous for the credit of his land and the
inliabitants of it, wlio had been praised as a hafijiy
fieojtle, and therefore must not lie ojjen to reproach
2. To their disti'css; He
as a miserable people.
will fiitij /lis /U'O/ile, and, in pity to them, he will
God's comrestore tlieni theii- forfeited comforts.
ssion is a great encouragement to those that come
Elumblv to liim as penitents and as petitioners.
II. What his mercy shall be, in several instances.
1. The destro\ing army shall be dispersed and
defeated; {v. 20.) "I tvill remove far off from you
the northern army, that army of locusts and caterpillars, tliat invaded you from the north; brought in
upon the wings of a north wind, an army which you
could put no stop to the progress of ; but when you

now

but

lie will

tvill

have made

\'our

peace with God, he

will ease

you

of these soldiers that are quartered upon you, and
will drive them into a land barren and desolate, into
tliat vast howling wilderness that Israel wandered
in, where, after having surfeited upon the plenty of
Canaan, they shall perish for want of sustenance;
those that have the'w face to the east sea, (the Dead
sea, which lay east of Judea,) shall perish in that,
and the rear of the army shall be lost in the great
sea," called here the utmost sea.
They had made
the land barren and desolate, and now God will cast
them into a land barren and desolate. Thus those
whom God employs for the correction of his people,
come afterward to be themselves reckoned with;
and the rod thrown into the fire. Nothing shall
remain of these swarms of insects, but the /// savour of them.
Egypt was eased of the plague
of locusts, they were carried away to the Red sea,

When

Note, When an affliction has done
be removed in mercy, as the
locusts of Canaan were from a fienitent fieofile, not
as the locusts of Egypt were removed, in wrath,
from an imficnitent prince, only to make room for
another plague. Many interpreters, by this northern army, understand that of Sennacherib, which
was dispersed, when God by it had accomplished his
7vhole work ufion mount Zion, and u/ion Jerusalem,
Isa. X. 12.
This enemy shall be drn<en away, because he has done great things, has done a great
deal of miscliief,' and has magnified to do it, has
done it in the pride of his heart; therefore it follows, {v. 21.) The Lord will do great things for his
people, as the enemy has done great things against
them; to convince them that wherein they deal
proudly, he is, and will be, above them; that what
gi-eat things soever they did, they did no more than
God commissioned them to do; and as when he said
to them, Go, they went, so when he said to them.
Come, they came, to show that they were soldiers
under him.
2. The destroyed land shall be watered and made

Exod. X.
work,

its

19.
it

shall

When

the army is scattered, yet what
the desolation they have made continue?
It is therefore promised (y. 22.) that the
fiastures of the wilderness, the pastures which the
locusts had left as bare as the wilderness, shall again
^firing, and the trees shall again bear their fruit,
particularly the Jig-tree and the vine.
But when
we see how the country is wasted, we are tempted
to siy. Can these dry bones lix>e ? If the Lord should
jnake windows in heax<en, it cannot be; but it shall be,
for (t. 23.) The Lord has given ; and will give you
the former rain and the latter rain, and if he give
them in mercy, he will gi\'e them moderately, so that
the rain shall not turn into a judgment, and he will
give tliem in due season; the latter rain in the first
month, when it w;is wanted and expected. It would
make it comfortable to them, to see it coming from
fruitful.

shall

thf

we do

if

hand of God, and ordered by

his

wisdom, for
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II.

then

we

are sure

it is

well ordered.

He

has given

you a teacher of righteousness; so the margin reads
it, for the same word that signifies the 7-ain, signifies
a teacher, and that which we translate, moderately,
is, according to righteousness; and this teacher of
righteousness, says one of the rabbins, is the King
Mcssias; and of him many others understand this;
for he is a Teacher come from God, and he shows

way of righteousness. But others understand
of any prophet that inslruc/s unto righteousness;
and some of Hezekiah particularly, others of Isaiah.
Note, It is a good sign that Gud has mercy in store
for a people, when he sends them teachers of righteousness, pastors after his own heart.
3. All their losses shall be repaired; (7'. 25.) 1
wilt restore to you the year's that the locust has eaten;
you sliall be comforted according to the time that
you have been afflicted, and shall have years of
plenty to balance the years of famine." Thus does
it repent the Lord concerning his servants, when
they repent, and, to show how perfectly he is reconciled to them, he makes good the damage they
have sustained by his judgments, and, like the jailer,
washes their stripes. Though, in justice, he distrained upon them, and did them no wrong, yet, in
compassion, he makes restitution; as the father of
the prodigal, upon his retui-n, made up all he had
lost by his sin and folly, and took him into his faThe locusts and
mily, as in his former estate.
caterpillars are here called God's great ariny which
he se7it among them, and he will therefore repair
what they had devoured, because they were his
us the
it

army.
4.

They

shall

have great abundance of

all

good

things.
The earth shall yield her increase, and
they shall enjoy it. Look into tlie stores where they
lay' up, and you shall find the floors full of wheat,
and the fats overflowing with wine and oil; {v. 24.)
whereas, in the day of their distress, the wine a?id
oil languished, and the barns were broken down,
ch. i. 10, 17.
Look upon their tables where they

lay out what they have laid up, and you sliall find
that they eat in pletity, and are satisfied, xk 26.
They do not eat to excess, nor are surfeited; we
hope the drunkards are cured by the late affliction
of their inordinate love of wine and strong drink,
for, though they were brought in howling for the
scarcity, (ch. i. 5.) they are not brought in again
here singing for the plenty of it; but now all shall
have enough, and shall know when they have
enough, for God will make their food nourishing,
and give them to be content with it.
These are the mercies promised, and in these
God doeth great things; (xk 21.) He deals wondroushj with his people, xk 26. Herein he glorifies
his power, and shows that he can relieve his people, though their distress be ever so great, and glorifies his goodness, that he will do it upon their
repentance, though their provocations were ever
so great.
Note, When God deals graciously with
poor sinners that return to him, it must be acknowledged that he deals wondrously, and doeth
great things.
Some expositors imderstand these
promises figuratively, as pointing at gospel-grace,
and having their accomplishment in the abundant
comforts that are treasured up for believers in
the covenant of grace, and the satisfaction of soul
they have therein. When God sends us his promises to be the matter of our comfort, his graces to
be the grounds of it, and his Spirit to be the Author
of it, we may well own that he has sent us (according to his promise here, xk 19.) com, and wine,
and oil, or tliat wliich is unspeakably better, and
we have reason to be satisfied therewith.
III. What use shall be made of these returns of
God's mercy to them, and the good account they
shall turn to.

#

JOEL,

9i)0

1. God s/mll liaxie t/ie g-lory of it ; for they shall
rejoice in the Lord their God ; {v. 23. ) and what is
the matter of their rejoicing shall l)e the matter of
their tlianksgiving; tliey shall praise the name of
the Lord their God, (x>. 26.) and not praise their

nor

idols,

call tlieir

corn and wine

rewards

tlie

Note, T/ien the
that their /overs had given them.
plenty of our creature-comforts is a mercy indeed
to us, when by tliem our hearts are enlarged in love
and thankfulness to God, who gives us all things
richly to enjoy, though we serve him but poorly.
God restores to us plenty after we have
known scarcity, as it is doubly pleasant to us, so it

When

should
Israel

make us the more thankful to God. When
comes out of a wilderness into a Canaan, and

there eats and is full, surely he will tlien bless the
J^ord, with a very sensiljle pleasure, for that good

land which he has given them, Deut.

viii.

10.

shall have the credit and comfort, and
God gives them jjlenty
spiritual benefit of it.
again, and gives them to be satisfied with it, (1.)
Their refxutation shall be retrieved; they and their
God shall be no more reflected upon as unfaithful
to one another, when they are returned to him in a
way of duty, and he to them in a way of mercy; (v.
19.) "I will no more make you a reproach among
the heathen, tliat triumphed in your calamities, and
people shall
insulted over you; and v. 26, 27. "
never be ashamed, as they have been, of their good
land which they used to boast of, but shall again and
ever have tlic same occasion to boast of it." Note,
It redounds much to the lionour of God, when he
does tliat which saves the honour of his people; and
2.

They

When

My

those that are his people indeed, though they may
be for a time, they shall not be always, a reproach
among the heathen ; if we be rightly ashamed of
our sins against God, we shall never be ashamed of
our glorying in God. (2.) Their ^'oys shall be rfvived ; {v. 23.) Be ^lad and rejoice, O land, and
Times of plenty are times
all the inhabitants of it.
of joy; yet the favour of God puts gladness into the
heart, more than they have whose corn and nvine
and oil increase. But especially be glad then, ye
children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God,
V. 23.
They mourned in Zinn, {y. 15. ) and therefore there in a particular manner they shall rejoice;
for those that sow in penitential tears, sliall cei'tainly reap in thankful joys; the children of Zion,
who led the rest in fasting, must lead the rest in
rejoicing.
But observe. They shall rejoice in the
Lord their God; not so much in the good things
themselves that are given them, as in the good hand
that gives them, and in the return of his favour to
them, as theirs in covenant, which these good things
are the tokens and pledges of; the joy of harvest
and the joy of a feast must both terminate in God,
whose love we should taste in all the gifts of his
bounty, that we may make him m\v chief Joy, as he
is our chief Good, and the Fountain of all good to us.
(3. ) Their faith in God shall be confirmed and increased.
When temporal mercies are made by the

grace of

God

to

be of spiritual advantage to

us,

and

plenty for the body is so far from being an enemy,
(as with many it proves,) that it becomes a friend,
to the prosperitv of the soul, then they are mercies
indeed to us. This is promised here; (t>. 27.) Ye
shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, the
Holy One in the midst of thee, (Hos. xi. 9.) and

I am

the Lord your God, and none else.
As
it proves that tlie Lord is God, and
there is no
other, because he ivo!i«rf,s, and he heals, he forms
light and darkness, he docth good and ex'it, (Isa.
xlv. 7. Deut. xxxii. 39.) so it proves liim to be the
God of Israel, a God in covenant with his people,
and a Father to them; tjiat as a Father he both corrects them wlien they offend, and comforts them
when they repent. It was the burthen of the threat-

that

II.

enings in Ezekiel's prophecy, Such and such evils
bring upon you, and you shall know that I
a?n the Lord; and the same is here made the crown
of the promises; You shall eat, and be satisfied, and
rejoice, and thus ye shall know that I am the Lord.
Note,
should labour to grow in our acquaintance
with God by all providences, both merciful and
afflictive. When God gives to his pei.plc plenty, and
peace, and joy, upon their return to him, lie thereby
gives them to understand that he is pleased with
their repentance, that he has pardoned their sins,
and that he is theirs as much as ever; that they are
taken into the same covenant with him, for he is
the Lord their God, and into the same communion,
for he is in the midst of them, nigh unto them in all
that they call upon him for, and as the sun in the
centre of the worlds, sn ;;; the midst of them, as to
diffuse his benign influences to all the parts of his
I will

We

land.

Even

the inferior creatures shall share in it,
it; Fear not,
land, v. 21.
Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field, v. 22. They
had suffered for the sin (!f man, and for God's quarrel with him; and now they shall fire the better for
man's repentance, and God's reconciliatiriu to him.
Nay, the beasts were said to cnj unto God; {ch. i.
20.) and now that cry is answered, and they arc bid
not to be afraid, for they shall have plenty of all
that which their nature craves.
God, in sparine
Nineveh, had an eye to the cattle, (Jonali iv. 11.)
for the cattle had fasted, ch. iii. 8.
This may lead
us to think of the restitution of all things, when the
creature that is now made subject to vanity and
groans under it, shall be brought, though m t into
the glorious joy, yet into the glorious liberty, of the
children of God, Rom. viii. 21.
3.

and be made easy by

28.

And

it

shall

come

my

to pass after\\'aid,

upon all flesh
and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dieanis,
your young men shall see visions: 29. And
also upon the servants and upon tlie handmaids in those days will I pour out my
Spirit.
30. And I will show wonders in
the heavens and in the earth, blood, and
fire, and pillars of smoke.
31. The sun
shall be turned into darkness, and the moon
into blood, before the great and the terrible
day of the Lord come. 32. And it shall
come to pass, that whosoever shall call on
thai I will pour out

the

name

for

in

Spirit

Lord

be delivered'
Jerusalem shall
be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and
in the

of the

mount Zion and

remnant

whom

shall
in

the

Lord

sliall call.

The

promises of corn and wine and nil, in the
foregoing verses, would be very acceptable to a wasted country; but here we are taught tliat we must
not rest in those things.
God has reserved some
better things for us, and these verses have reference
to those better things; both the kingdom of grace,
and the kingdom of kIoi-v, and the happiness of true
believers in both.
are here told,

We

I.

How

the kingdom of grace

sliall

be introduced

hv a

plentiful effusion 'of the Spirit, v. 28, 29.
are not at a loss for the meaning of this premise,
nor in doubt what it refers to, and wherein it had its
accomplishment, for the apostle Peter has given us
an infallible explication and application of it, assuring us that when the Spirit was poured out upi n the
apostles, on the day of Pentecost, (Acts ii. 1, &c.)

We

that

was the very thing which was spoken of here

JOEL,
That was the gift
the firofihet Joel, v. 16, VT.
of the Spirit, which, according to this prediction,
was to come, and we are not to look for any other
any more than for another accomplishment of the
promise of the Messiah. Now, 1. The blessing itself here promised, is, t.\\c {touring out of the S/iirit

settled, h)'

bi/

graces, and comforts, wliicli tlic
often read in
blessed Spii'it is the Author of.
the Old 1 estament of the Spirit of the Lord coming
like drops, as it were, upon the judges and prophets
wliom God raised up for extraordinary services;
but now the Spirit shall he poured out plentifully in
a full stream; as was promised with an eye to gospel-times; (Isa. xliv. 3. ) / lui/l pour my Spirit
upon thy seed. 2. The time fixed for this is afterterward; after the fulfilling of the foregoing promises, this shall be fulfilled. St. Peter expounds this
of Me last days, tlie days of the Messiah, by whom
the world was to have its last revelation of the divine
will and grace in tlie last days of the Jewisli church,
a little before its dissolution. 3. The extent of this
blessing, in respect of the persons on whom it shall
be bestowed; the Sjiirit shall be poured out upon
all flesh, not as hitherto upon Jews only, but upon
Gentiles also; for in Christ there is no distinction

of God,

liis

gifts,

951

11.

which, with the ordinary operations ;md
it was to be afterward main-

influences of the Spirit,
tained and kept uj).

II. How the kingdom of glory shall be introduced by the universal change of nature, v. 30, 31.

The pouring

out of the Spirit will be very comfortable to the righteous; but let the unrighteous hear
this and tremble.
There is a great and terrible day
of the Lord coming, whicli shall be ushered in with
wonders in heaven and earth, blood, and fire, and
pillars of smoke, the turning of tlie sun into darkness, and the moon into blood.
'Hiis is to have its
full accomplishment (as the learned Dr. Pcceck
thinks) in the day of Judgment; at the end of time,
before which these signs will be performed in the
letter of them, yet so that it was arconi])lishid in
part, in the death of Christ, which is cidled the

We

{

judgment of

world, when the earth quaked,
darkened, and a great and terrible

this

and the sun was
day it was; and
rusalem, which
judgment, and

more fully in the destruction of Je
was a type and figure of the genera)
before which there were manj

amiziiig prodigies, beside the convulsions of states
and kingdoms prophesied of under the figurative
expressions of turning the sun into darkness, and thi
between Jew and Greek, Rom. x. 11, 12. Hither- moon into blood, and the wars and rumours of wars,
and distress of nations, which our Saviour spake of
to, divine revelation was confined to the seed of
Abraham, none but those of the 1 md of Israel had as the beginning oi iWv,e sorrows, Mattli. xxiv. 6,
But before the last judgment there will be wonthe Spirit of prophecy; but, in the last days, all 7.
flesh shall see the glory of God, (Isa. xl. 5.) and ders indeed in heaven and earth, tlie dissolution of
The judgments of God
both without a metaphor.
shall come to worship before him, Isa. Ixvi. 23.
The Jews understand it of all flesh in the land of Is- upon a sinful world, and the frequent destruction of
wicked kingdoms by fire and sword, are ]3refaccs
rael, and Peter himself did not fully understand it
to, and presages of, the judgment of the world in
as speaking of the Gentiles, till he saw it accorathe last day. Those on whom the Spirit is poured
plislied in the descent of the Holy Ghost upon Corout, shall fciresee and foretell that great and terrible
nelius and his friends, who were Gentiles, (Acts x.
day of the Lord, and expound the wonders in hea44, 45.) wliicli was but a continuation of tlie same
ven and earth, that go before it; for as to his first
gift which was bestowed on the day of Pentecost.
The Spirit shall be poured out upon all flesh, upon coming, so to his srcond, did, and do, all the prophets bear witness, Rev. x. 7.
all those whose hearts are made hearts offlesh, soft
III. The safety and happiness of all tiiie believers
and tender, and so pi-epared to receive the impresboth in the first and second coming of Jesus Christ,
sions and influences of the Holy Ghost; upon all flesh,
upnn some of all sorts of men; the gifts of the Spirit T'. 32. This speaks of particular persons, for to
them the New Testament has more respect, and
shall not be so sparing, or so much confined, as they
have been, but shall be more general and diffusive less to kingdoms and nations than the Old.
Now observe here,
of themselves.
(1.) The Spirit shall be poured out
1. That there is a salvation wrought out; though
upon some of each sex; not your sons only, but
your daughters, sliall prophesy; we read of four the day of the Lord will be great and terrible, yet
in mount Zionand in Jerusalem there shall be delisisters in one family, that were prophetesses. Acts
xxi. 9.
Not the parents only, but the children, verance from the terror of it. It is the day of the
Lord, the day of his judgment, who knows how to
shall be filled with the Spirit; which intimates the
continuance of this gift for some ages successively in separate between the precious and the vile. In the
everlasting gospel, which went from Zion, in the
the church.
(2.) Upon some of each age; Your
old men, who are past their vigour, and whose spi- church of the first-born typified by mount Zion, and
rits begin to decay, your young men, who have yet
which is the Jerusalem that is from above, there is
but little acquaintance with, and experience of, divme deliverance; a way of escaping the wrath to come,
Christ is himself not
things, yet they sliall dream dreams, and see visions;
is found out, and laid open.
God will reveal himself bv dreams and visions both only the Saviour, but the Salvation; he is so to the
to young and old.
ends of the earth. This deliverance, laid up for us
(3.) Upon those of the meanest
rank and condition; even upon the servants and the in the covenant of grace, is in performance of the
handmaids; the Jewish doctors say. Prophecy does promises made to the fathers;. There shall be delixterNote,
not reside on any, but such as are wise, valiant, and ance, as the Lord has said. See Luke i. 72.
rich, not upon the soul of a poor man, or a man in
This is ground of comfort and hope to sinners, that,
sorrow; but in Christ Jesus there is neither bond nor whatever danger there is in their case, there is also
There were many that were deliverance, deliverance for them, if it be not their
free. Gal. iii. 28.
own fault. And if we would share in this delivercalled, being servants; (1 Cor. vii. 21.) but that
was no obstruction to their receiving the Holy ance, we must apply ourselves to the gospel-Zion,
Ghost.
to God's Jerusalem.
(4.) The effect of this blessing; They
thatl pro/ihesy; they shall receive new discoveries
2. That there is a remnant interested in this salof divine things, and that not for their own use only,
vation, and for whom the deliverance is wrought.
but for the benefit of the church. They shall in- It is in that remnant, that is, among them, that the
terpret scripture, and speak of things secret, distant,
deliverance is; or in them, in their souls and spirits,
and future, which, bv the utmost sagacities of rea- there are the earnests and evidences of it; Christ in
you, the Hope ofglory. They are called a remnant,
son, and their natural powers, they could not have
any insight into, or foresight of. Ely these extraor- because they are but a few in comparison with the
dinary gifts the Christian churcli was first founded multitudes that are left to perish; a little remnant,
but a chosen one, a remnant according to the election
xaAsetup'., and the scriptures written, and ministry
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And here we are told who they arc, that
delivered in the gre it d;iy.
(1.) Those
U'/wisoex'er uliall call
tii.it sincerely call ujion (rod;
on the name of the Lord, whether Jew or Gentile,
of'^race.
l)e

s.i.ill

(^I'ur

tlie

apostle

expounds

it

so,

Rom.

x. 13.

where

lavs this down as the great rule of the gospel by
whicii we must all be judged, )67iu//AedfAi'e»ra?. This
calling on God supposes knowledge of him, faith in
liim, desire toward him, dependence on him, and,
cis an evidence of the sincerity of all this, a conscienlie

obedience to him; for without that, crying
Lord, Lord, wiU'not stand us in any stead. Note,
It is the jiraying remnant that shall be the saved
remnant. And it will aggravate the ruin of those
wiio perish, that they might have been saved on
such easy terms. (2.) Those that are effectually
The deliverance is sure to the 7-emcalled to God.
nant -whom the Lord shall call; not only witli the
common call of the gospel, with which many are
tious

called, tliat are not chosen; but with a special call
the Lord
into the fellowship of Jesus Clirist,
firedestinates, or /ire/iare^, so the Chaldee.
St.
Note,
Peter borrows this phrase. Acts ii. 39.
Those only shall be delivered in the great day, that
are now effectually called from sin to God, from

whom

self to Christ,

from things below

CHAP.

to things above.

IK.

we had a gracious
promise of deliverance in mount Zion and Jerusalem;
novv this whole ehapler is a comment upon that promise,

In the close of the foregoing chapter,

what that deliverance shall be, hoiv it shall be
wrought by the destruction of the church's enemies, and
it shall be perfected in the everlasting rest and joy

showiriiT

how

of the church. This ivas in part accomplished, in the
deliverance of Jerusalem from the attempt that Sennacherib made upon it in Hezekiah's time, and afterward
in the return of the Jc^vs out of their captivity in Babylon, and other deliverances wrought for the Jewish
But it has a
churcli betwixt that and Christ's coming.
further reference to the great redemption wrought out
for us by Jesus Christ, and the destruction of our spiritual enemies, and all their agents, and will have its full
accomplishment in the judgment of the great day. Here
is a prediction, 1. Of God's reckoning with the enemies
of his people for all the injuries and indignities that they
had done them, and returning them upon their own
II. Of God's judging all nations, when
8.
head, v. 1
the measure of their iniquity is lull, and appearing publicly, to the everlasting contusion of all impenitent sinners, and the everlasting comfort of all his faithful ser17.
III. Of the provision God has made
Tants, v. 9
for the refreshment of his people, for their safety and
purity, when their enemies shall be made desolate, v.
18.. 21. These promises were not of private interpretation only, but were written for our learning, that we,
through patience and comfort of this scripture, might
.

.

.

.

have hope.

I/^OR, behold, in those days, and in
that time, when I shall bring again
2.
the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem,
I.

J_

I will also gather all nations, and will bring
them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat,
and will plead with them there for my people, and /or my heritage Israel, whom they
have scattered among the nations, and parted my land. 3. And they have cast lots
for my people: and iiave given a boy for a
harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they
might drink. 4. Yea, and what have ye to
do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the

will ye render me a
recompense? and if ye recompense me,
swiftly and speedily will I return your recompense upon your own head: 5. Because

coasts of Palestine?

111.

ye have taken my silver and my gold, and
have carried into your temples my goodly
6. The children also of
Judah, and the children of Jeiusalem, have
ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might
remove them far from their border. 7. Beiiold, I will raise them out of the place
whither ye have sold them, and will return
your recompense upon your own head: 8.
And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah,
and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to
a people far off: for the Lord hath spo-

pleasant things.

ken

it.

We

have often heard of the year of the redeemed,
and the year of rccomfienses for the controversy of
Zion; now here we have a description of the transactions of that year, and a prophecy of what shall
be done when it comes, whenever it comes, for it
comes often, and at the end of time it will come once
for all.
I.
It shall be the year of the redeemed, for God
will bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusaletn, V. 1.
Though the bondage of God's people
may be grievous, and very long, yet it shall not be
everlasting. That in Egypt ended at length in their
deliverance into the glorious liberty of the children
of God.
Let my son go, that he may serve me.
That in Babvlon shall likewise end well. And the
Lord Jesus will provide for the effectual redemption of poor captivated souls from under the dominion of sin and Satan, and will proclaim that acce/itable year, the year of jubilee, the release of debts and
servants, and the ofiening of the firison to them that
were bound. Tliere is a day, there is a time, fixed
for tlie bringing again of the captivity of God's children, for the redeeming of them y"ro»i the poiuer of
the grave; and it shall be the last day, and the period of all time.
II. It shall be the year of recompenses of the controversy of Zion. Though God may suffer the enemies of his people to prevail against them very far,
and for a long time, vet he will call them to an account for it, and will lead captivity captive, (Ps.
Ixviii. 18.) will lead those captive, that lead hia
people captive. Rev. xiii. 10.

Observe,
1.

Who they

nations, v.

2.

are that shall be reckoned with; all

This intimates,

(1.)

That

all the

na-

had made themselves liable to the judgment of
God for wrong done to his people. Pei-secution is

tions

the reigning, crying sin of the world; that lying in
wickedness itself is set against godliness. The enmity that is in the old serpent, the god of this world,
against the seed of the woman, appears more or
less in the children of this world; marvel not if the
world hate you. (2.) That whatsoever nation injured God's nation, they should not go unpunished;
for he that touches the Israel of God, shall be made
Jeto know that he touches the apple of his eye.
rusalem will be a burthensome stone to all people,
Zech. xii. 3. But the neighbouring nations shall
be particularly reckoned with; Tyre and Sidon,
and all the coasts of Palestine or the Philistines,
who had been troublesome neighbours to the Israel
of God; {v. 4.) when the more remote and potent
nations that laid Israel waste, are reckoned with,
the impotent malice of these that lay near them, and
helped forward the affliction, (Zech. i. 15.) and
made a hand of it, (Ezek. xxvi. 2.) shall not be
passed by. Note, Little persecutors shall be called to an account as well as great ones; and though

JOEL,
they could not do

much

mischief, shall be reckoned

acciiriling to lUe luickcdness of t/ieir etideavuurs, lUiJ tue miscliict' they mould have dotie.
They
i'uc' sittiiig of this court for judgiiient.
2.
Willi

Thai they who have
1)0 gaihered, v. 2.
combined together against God's people, with one
consent, i^Fa. Ixxxiii. 5.) may together 7vce(i'f M«'r
doom.
i'lioy s.iall ije brought down into the valley
of Jehoshafihat, which lay near Jerusalem, and
tiiere God will /dead with them.
(1.) Because it is
shall all

tit

that criminals sliould be tried in the

where they did the

fact.

(2.)

For

same country
their greater

confusion, when they shall see tliat Jerusalem which
tliey liave so long endeavoured and hoped for the
ruin of, in spite of all their rage, made a /iraise in
the earth. (3.) For tlie greater comfort and lionour
of Ciod's Jerusalem, which shall see God pleading
their cause.
(4.) Then shall be re-acted what God
did for Jelioshaphat, wlien he gave him victory over
those that invaded him, and furnished him and his
people witli matter of joy and praise, in the valley
of Berachah. See 2 Chron. xx. 26. (5. ) It was in
this valley of Jehoshaphat, (as Dr. Lightfoot suggests,) that Sennacherib's army, or part of it, lay,
when it was destroyed by an angel. They came together to ruin Jerus ilem, but God brought them together for their own ruin, as sheaves in the floor,

Mic.
3.

iv.

12.

The

plaintiff called,

on whose behalf this pro-

secution is set on foot; it is^/or my /leo/ile, and for
my heritage Israel. It is their cause that God will
now plead witti jealousy. Note, God's people are
fiis heritage, his /lecutiar, his portion, his treasure,
above all people, Exod. xix. 5. Deut. xxxii. 9.
Tliey are his demesne, and therefore he has a good
action against those tliat tresp.iss upon them.
4. The charge exliibited against them, which is
very particular. Many affronts they had put upon
God by their idolatries ; but that for which God
has a quarrel with them is, the affront they have
put upon his people and upon the vessels of his
sanctuary.
(1.) They had been very abusive to the people
of Israel, had scattered them among the nations,
and forced them to seek for shelter where they
could find a place, or carried them captive into their

respective countries, and there industriously disthem, for fear of their incorporating for their
common safety. They fiarted their land, and took
every one his share of it as their own ; nay, they
have east lots for my peofile, and sold them. When
they had taken them prisoners, [1.] They made a
jest of them, made a scorn of them as of no value,
whom they would not release, and yet thought them
not wortli the keeping; they made nothing of playing them away at dice ; or they made a dividend of
the prisoners by lot, as the soldiers did of Christ's
g-arments.
[2.] They mad^ a ^am of them; when
they had them, they sold them, yet with so much
contempt, that the\- did not increase their wealth by
their price, but sold them for their pleasure rather
than X.\\€w firqfit; they gaz>e a boy taken in war for
the hire of a harlot, and a girl for so many bottles
of wine as would serve them for one sitting; a goodly

fiersed

which they valued them, and goodly preferment for a son and daughter of Israel, to be a
Obilave and a drudge in a tavern or a brotliel.
serve here, how that which is got by one sin, is

firice at

commonly spent upon another. The spoil which
•hcse enemies of tlie Jews gathered by injustice and
iolenc , they scattered and threw away in drink•ng and whoring; such is frequently the character,
and such the conversation, of the enemies and persecutors of the people of God.
The Tyrians and
Philistines, when they seized any of the children of
Judah and Jerusalem, either took them prisoners in
war, or kidnapped them ; they sold them to the
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Grecians, (with whom the men of Tyre traded in
the persons of men, Ezek. xxvii. 13.) that they
might rcmovetheni far from their own border, v. 6.
It was a great reproach to Israel, (iod's lirst-born,
his free-born, to be thus bought and sold among the
licathen.

(2.) They liad unjustly seized God's silver and
gold; {v. 5.) by which some understand the wealth
of Israel. 'Fhe silver and gold which God's people
had, he calls his, because they had received it from
him and devoted it to him; and whosoever roAA«/
them, God took it as if they had robbed him, and
would make reprisals accordnigly. Those who take
away the estates of good men for well-doing, will be
found guilty of sacrilege; they take God's silver and
gold. But it seems rather to be meant of the vessels
and treasures of the temple, which God here calls
his goodly pleasant things, precious and desirable
to him and all that are his.
These they carried
into their temples as tx'ophies of their victory over
God's Israel, thinking that therein they triumphed
over Israel's God, nay, and that their idols triumphed over him. Thus the ark was put in Dagon's
temple. Thus they did unjustly; "IVhat have you
to do with me, {v. 4.) with my people; what wrong
have they done you? What provocation have tliey
given you.' You had nothing to do with them, and
yet you do all this against them.
Devices are devised against the quiet in the land, and those offended
and harmed, that are harmless and inoffensive:
Will you 7-cnder me a recompense?" Can they pretend that eitlier God or liis people have done them
any injur)', for which they may justify themselves
by the law of retaliation, in doing them tliese mischiefs.'' No, they have no colour for it.
Note, It is
no new thing for those who ha\e Ijeen very civil and
obliging to their neighbours, to find them very unkind and unneighbourly; and for those who do no
injuries to suffer
5.

many.

The

sentence passed upon them. In general,
"If you recompense me, if you pretend a

(t. 4.)
Qiiarrel witli

me, if you provoke me tlius to jealousy,
you touch the apple of mine eye, / will swiftly
and speedily return your recompense upon your
own head.
Those that contend with God, will
find themselves unable to make their part good with
him. He will recompense them suddenly, when
they little think of it, and have not time to prevent
it; if he take them to task, he will soon effect their
if

ruin.
Particularly, it is threatened, (1.) That they
shall not gain their end in the mischief they designed
against God's people.
They thought to have removed them so far from their border, that they
should never return to it again, v. 6. But (says
God) "/ will raise them out of the place whither
you have sold them, and they shall not, as you intended, be buried alive there." Men's selling the
people of God will not de|)rive him of his property
in them, (2.) That they shall be paid in their own
coin, as Adonibezek was; {y. 8.) "/ nvill sell your
sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, you shall lie as much at their mercy,
as th( V have been at yours." Isa. Ix. 14.
Thus the
Jews had rule over them that hated them, Esther
ix. 1.
And then they shall justly be sold to the
Sabeans, to a people far off. This (some think"
had its accomplisliment in the victories obtained by
the Maccabees over the enemies of the Jews; others
think it looks as far forward as the last day, when tlie
u/iright shall have dominion, (Ps. xlix. 14.) and the
saints shall judge the world.
It is certain that none

ever hardened his heart against God, or his church,
and prospered long; no, not Pharaoh himself, for the
Lord has spoken it, for the comfort of all his suffering servants, that vengeance is his, and he will repay.
9.

Proclaim ye

tliis

among

the Gentiles
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Prepare war, wake up the mighty men,
the

all

men ol' war draw near,

let

let

them oome

uj)
1 0. Beat your plough-shares into swords,
and your pruning-liooks into spears: let the
weak, say, 1 am strong. 11. Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and gather
thither
youiselves together round about
cause thy mighty ones to come down, O
Lord. 12. Let the heathen be wakened,
and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat
:

;

conquer or die; let none plead unfitness to bear
arms, but let the weak say, I am strong, and will
venture into the field of battle." Thus does a God
of almighty power bid dejiance to all the opjjosition
of the powers of darkness
let tlie heathen rage,
and the kings of the earth take counsel together,
against the Lord and his Christ; let them assemble
and cojne, and gather themselves together; but he
that sits in heaven shall laugh at them, and, wliile he
thus calls them, he has them in derision, Ps. ii. 1, 4.
The heathen must he wakened, must he raised from
the dead, that they may come up to the valley of
Jehoshaphat, to receive their doom, {v. 12.) may
to

;

judge all the heathen come up out of their graves, come uj) i7ito the air,
to meet the Lord tliere.
Jehoshaphat signifies, the
Put ye in the sickle; for
judgment of the Lord. Let them come to the place
the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for of God's judgment, which perhaps is the chief reafor the son for the using of this name here, but it is put
tiie press is full, the fats overflow
together as a proper name for the sake of allusicm
4. Multitudes, multiwickedness is great.
to tlie place so called, which we observed before;
tudes in tiie valley of decision for the day let them come thither where God will sit to judge
for there will I sit to

round about.

13.

;

1

:

Lord is near in the valley of decision.
The sun and the moon shall be darkened,

of the
1

5.

a.nd the stars shall

The Lord

16.

withdraw

their siiining.

also shall roar out of Zion,

utter his voice from Jerusalem and the
heavens and the earth shall shake but the
LoRu khII be tlie hope of his people, and the

and

:

:

strength of the children of Israel. 17. So
shall ye know that I am the Lord your
God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain
then shall Jerusalem he holy, and there shall
no strangers pass through her any more.
:

What the psalmist had long before ordered to be
8aid amonu-lhe heathen, (Ps. xcvi. 10.) the prophet
will have in like manner to be published to all nations, That the Lord reigns, and that he conies, he
conies to judge the earth, as he had long been judging in the earth. The notice here given of God's
judging the nations, may have reference to the deof Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, Anand the antichrist especially, and all the
proud enemies of the Christian churcli; but some of
the best interpreters, ancient and modern, (particularly the leai-ned Dr. Pocock,) think the scope of
the \erses is to set forth the day of tlie last judgment under the similitude of God's making war
upon the enemies of his kingdom, and his gathering
ot the liarvest of the earth, both which similitudes
sti-uction

tiochus,

.

—

xiv. 18.
•we find used in the revelation, ch. xix. 11.
"•.Here we have,
challenge given to all the enemies of God's
I.
kingdom, to do their worst; to signify to tliem that
God is fire/iaring ivar against tliem, they are called

A

—

upon to prepare war agamst him, v. 9. 11. When
the hour of God's judgment is come, effectual
methods shall be taken to gatlier all nations to the
battle of that great day of God Mmighty, Rev. xvi.
14.
It seems' to be here spoken ironically;
XX. 8.
"Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles;" let all the

—

forces of the nations be summoned to join in conIt is like
federacy against God and his people.'
that, Isa. viii. 9. "Associate yourselves, O ye fieop.le, and gird yourselves, but ye shall be broken to
/lieces; fire/iare war, muster up all your strength,

wake

uji the mighty men, call them into your service, excite them to vigilance and resolution; let all

mar draw near,
with Omnipotence

the jnen of

let

them come and enter

they dare; let them
not complain for want of weapons, but let them beat
their filough-shares into swords, and their /iruninghooks into sficars. Let them resolve, if they will,
never to return to their husbandry again, but either

the

lists

if

the heathen, to that throne of glory before which
shaW be gathered all nations; (Matth. xxv. 32.) for
before tlie judgment-seat of Christ fue must all appear. The challenge (i'. 9.) is turned into a summons, V. 12. It is not only. Come if you dare, but.
You shall come whetlitr you will or no, for there is
no escaping of the judgments of God.
II.
charge given to the ministers of God's justice, to appear and act against these daring enemies
of liis kingdom among men.
And therefore cause
thy mighty ones to come down, O Lord ; {v. 11.)
when they bring their forces into the field, let God
bring his, let the archangel's trumpet sound a charge,
to call together his mighty ones, his angels.
Perhaps it is with reference to this that Christ's coming
from heaven at the last day is said to be with his
mighty angels, 2 Thess. i. 7. These are the hosts
of the Lord, that shall fight his battles when he shall
put down all opposing i-ule, principality, and power,
when he shall _;'!irf_g-f among the heathen, Ps. ex. 6.
Some think these words, {v. 9, 10.) Prepare war,
wake up the mighty men, are not a challenge to tlie
enemies' hosts, but a charge to God's hosts ; let
God's cause
them draw near, and come up.
is to be pleaded, either by the law, or by the sword,
he has those ready, that shall plead it ifTectually;
witnesses ready to appear for him in the couit of
judgment, soldiers ready to appear for him in the
field of battle.
They shall beat plough-shares into
swords, if need be. However, it is plain that to
them the charge is given, {v. 13.) Put ye in the
sickle, for the harvest is ripe; that is, their wickedness is great, the measure of it is full, and they are
ripe for ruin.
Our Saviour has expounded this,
Matth. xiii. 39. The Imrvest is the end of the world,
and the reapers are the angels. And they are commanded to thrust in their sickle, their sharfi sickle,
and gather in both the /larrest and the vintage.
Rev. xiv. 15, 18. Note, The greatness of men's
wickedness makes them ripe for God's judgment.
in. The vast appearance that shall be in that
great and solemn day; {v. 14.) Multitudes, inultitudes in the valley of decision, the sahie which before was called the valley of Jehoshaphat, or of t/ie
judgment of the Lord, for the day of the Lord is
near in that valley. Note, 1. Tlie judgment-day,
that day of the Lord, has all along been looked upon,
and spoken of, as nigh at hand. Enoch said, JBehold, the Lord comes, as if the Judge were then
standing before the door; becaitse it is certain that
that day will come, and will come iiccording to the
appointment, and a thousand yrars with God are
but as one day; things are ripening apice for it;
we ought always to be re- dy for it, becai se our
judgment is at hand. 2. The day of ju.lgnvnt will
be the day of decision, wlicii everv m.uiV eitrnal

A

When

•

JOEL,
be determined, and the controversy that
been long depending between the kingdom of
Clirist and that of Satan, shall be finally decided,
and an end put to the struggle.
T/ie valley of the
distribution of judgment, (so theClialdee,) when
ei'ery man s/ialt receive according to the things done
in tlie bodij.
The valley of threshing; so the marp;in, carrying on tlie metapliorof tlie harvest, v. 13.
riie proud enemies of God's people will then be
crushed and broken to pieces, and madeastherfus^q/"
the summer threshing-Jloors. 3. Innumerable multitudes will be gathei'ed together, to receive their
final d:)om in tliat dav.
As in the destruction of
Gog wc read of the valley of Hamon-Gog, and the
city of Hamonah, fEzek. xxxix. 15, 16.) botli signifying the multitude of the vanquished enemies; it is
the word here used, Hamonim, Hamonim, expressed
by way of admiration. () what vast multitudes
of sinners will divine justice be glorified in the ruin
of at tliat dav!
multitude of living, (says one of
the rabbins,) and a multitude of dead, for Christ
shall come to judge both the quick and the dead.
IV. The amazing change that shall then be made

95b

III.

and the Strength of the children of Israel;

state will

/leople,

hiis

{v. 16.) and then shall Jerusalem be holy, v. 17.
The saints are the Israel of Ciod, they are his /leo-

A

in the kingdom of nature; {v. 15.)
shall be darkened; as before, cA.

moon

The sun and
ii. 31.
Their

glory and lustre shall be eclipsed by the far greater
Brightness of that glory in which the Judge shall
then appear. Nay, they shall themselves be set
aside in the dissolution of all tilings; for damned sinners in hell shall not be allowed tlieir light, being
cast into utter darkness ; and glorified saints in
heaven shall not need their light, for God himself
will be their everlasting Light, Isa. Ix. 19.
Those
that fall under the wrath of God in that day of
•wrath, shall be cut off from all comfort and joy, signified by the darkening not only of sun and moon,
but of the stars also.
V. The different impressions which that day will
ike upon the children of this world, and the children of God, according as it will be to them.

m

To

the wicked it will be a terrible day.
The
sh dl then speak from Zion and Jerusalem,
from tlie tlirone of his glory, from heaven, where
he manifests himself in a peculiar manner, as some1.

Lord

times he had done in the glorious high throne of his
sanctuary, wliicli yet was but a faint resemblance
of tlie giory of that day.
He shall speak from
heaven, from the midst of his saints and angels, (so
some understand it,) the holy society of which may
be called Zion and Jerusalem, for when we come to
the heavenly Jerusalem, we come to the innumerable com/tany of angels; see Heb. xii. 22, 25.
Now
his speaking in that day will be to the wicked as
roaring, terrible as the roaring of a lion, for so the
word signifies he long kefit silence, but now our
God shall come, and shall not kee/i silence, Ps. 1. 3,
21. Note, The judgment of the great day will make
the ears of those to tingle, that continue the implacable enemies of God's kingdom. God's voice
will then shake terribly both heaven and earth, (Isa.
ii.
21.) yet once more, Hagg. ii. 6. Heb. xii. 26.
Tliis denotes that the voice of God will in the great
day speak such terror to the wicked as were enough
to put even heaven and earth into a consternation.
When God comes to pull down and destroy his
enemies, and make them all his footstool, though
heaven and eaith should stand up in defence of
;

tliem, and undertake their protection, it shall be all
in vain; even they shall shake before him, and be an
insufficient shelter to those whom he comes forth to
contend witli. Note, As blessings out of Zion are
the sweetest blessings, and enough to make heaven
and earth sing, so terrors out of Zion are the sorest
teiTors, and enough to make heaven and earth shake.
2. To the righteous it will be a joyful day. When
heaven and earth shall tremble, and be dissolved
and burnt up, then will the Lord be the Hojie of his

the church is his Jerusalem, they ai'e in ciivenant and communion with him; now in the great
day, (1.) Their longings shall be satisfied; 7'he
Lord will be the Ho/ie of his /leo/ile. As lie always
was the Founder and Foundation of their liopes, so
he then will be the Crown of their hopes. He will
be the Harbour of his people, (so tlie word is,)
their Receptacle, Refuge, and Nome.
The saints
in the great day shall arrive at tlie desired haven,
shall put to shore after a stormy voyage; they sliall
go to be for ever at home with God; to tlieir Father's house, the house not made with hands.
(2.)
Their happiness shall be confirmed; God will be in
that day the Strength of the children of Israel,
enabling them to bid that day welcome, and to bear
up under the weight of its glories and jov. In this
world, when the judgments of God are abroad, and
sinners are falling under them, God is, and will be,
the Hope and Strength of his people; the Strength
of their heart and their Portion, when otlur men's
hearts fail them for fear.
(3.) Their holiness shall
be completed; {v. 17.) Then shall Jerusalem be
holy, the holy city indeed; such shall the heavenly
Jerusalem be, such the glorious church, without
•ifiot,
or nvrinkle, or any such thing.
Jerusalem
shall be holiness; (so the word is;) it shall be ]ierfectly holy, there shall be no remainder c,f sin in it.
The gosiJel-church is a holy society, exeii in its
militant state, but will never be holiness itself, till
it comes to be triumphant. Then, no stranger shall
pass through her any more; there shall not entir
into the new Jerusalem any thing that defiles, or
works iniquity; none shall be there Ijut tliose who
have a right to be there, none but its own citizens;
for it shall be an unmixed society.
(4.) (ird shall
in all this be manifested and magnified; So shall iie
knoiv that lam the Lord your God. Bv the sanctifying and glorifying of the church God w/// be
known in his hohness and glory, as the God that
dwells in his holy mountain, and makes it holy by
dwelling in it; and they that are sanctified and gloI'ified, are so through the knowledge of him that
called them.
The knowledge which true believei'S
/tle,

have of God

is, [1.] An a/?/(ro/?r7ari?/^ knowledge;
that he is the Lord their God, yet not
theirs only, but theii-s in common with the whole
church, that he is their (iod, but dwelling in Zion
his holy mountain; for though faith appropriates,
it does not engi-oss or monopolize, the ])rivileges of
the covenant.
[2.] It is an experimental knowledge. They shall find him their Hope and Strength
in the worst of times, and so they shall know that
he is the Lord their God. Those know best the
goodness of God, who have tasted and seen it, and

they

know

have found him good
18.

And

it

shall

to

them.
to pass in that day,

come

mountains shall drop down new
wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and
all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the
house of the Lord, and shall water the
valley of Shittim.
19. Egypt shall be a
desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate
wilderness, for the violence against the children of Judah, because they have shed innocent blood in their land. 20. But Judah
shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from
generation to generation.
21. For I will
cleanse their blood fknt T have not cleansed:
for the Lord dwelleth in Zion.
that the
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These promises with which

this

prophecy con-

cludes, have their accoinpUshnient in purt, in the
kingdom of grace, and the comforts and graces of
all the faithful subjects of that kingdom; but will
have their full accomplishment in the kingdom of
glory; for as to the Jewish churcli, we know not of

any event concerning that, which answers to the
extent of these promises; and what instances of
peace and prosperity they were blessed with, which
these may be supposed to be a hyperbolical description of, they were but figures of better things reserved for us, that they, m their best estate, without us might not be made perfect.
I. It is promised that the enemies of the church
be vanquished and brought down, v. 19.
Egypt, that old enemy of Israel, and Edom, which
had an inveterate enmity to Israel, derived from
Esau, these shall be a desolation, a desolate ivilderness, no more to be inliabited, they are become the
fieo/ile of God's curse; so the Idumeans were, Isa.
xxxiv. 5. No strength or wealth of a nation is
But what is
fence against the judgments of God.
the quarrel God has with these potent kingdoms? It
is for their violence against the children of Judah,
and the injuries they had done them; see Ezek.
XXV. 3, 8, 12, 15.— xxvi. 2. They had shed the
innocent blood of the Jews that ttcd to them for
shelter, or were making their escape through their
country.
Note, The innocent blood of God's people is very precious to him, and not a drop of it
shall be slied, but it shall be reckoned for.
In the
last day, thiseajV/;, which has been filled with violence against the people of God, shall be made a
desolation, wlieii it and all the works that are
therein, shall be burnt ufi.
And, sooner or
later, tlie oppressors and persecutors of God's Israel shall be brought down and laid in the dust, nay,
they will at length be brought down and laid in the
shall

fla rnes.
II. It is promised that the church shall be very
happy; and truly happy it is in spiritual privileges,
even during its militant state, but much more when
it comes to be triumjihant.
Three things are here
promised it.
1. Purity.
That is put last here as a reason for
the rest, v. 21.
But we may consider it first as the
ground and foundation of tlie rest. / noill cleanse
their blood that I have not cleansed, their bloody,
heinous sins, especially shedding innocent blood;
that filth and guilt they had contracted by sin, which

rendered them

unfit for

communion with God, and

made them

odious to his holiness, and obnoxious to
his justice; this thev shall be washed from in the
fountain opened, Xech. xiii. 1. That shall be
cleansed by the blood of Christ, which could not be
cleansed by the sacrifices and purifications of the
ceremonial law. Or if we apply it to the liappiness
of the future state, it speaks the cleansing of the
saints from all these corruptions /rom which they
were not cleansed either by ordinances or providences in this world; there shall not be the least

remains of sin in them there. Here, though they
are washing daily, there is still sometliing that is
not cleansed; but in heaven even that also shall be
do?ie away.
And the reason is, because the Lord
dwells in Zion, dwells with his church, and much
more gloriously with that in heaven, and holiness
becomes his house for ever, for which reason, where

he dwells there must be, there shall be, a perfection
of holiness. Note, Though tlie refining and reforming of the church is work that goes on slowly, and
there is something we complain of, that is Jiot
cleansed, yet there is a time coming, when every
thing that is amiss shall be amended, and the church
shall be all fair, and no spot, no stain, in her; and
we must wait for that day.
That is put first, because it
2. Plenty; v. 18.
still

III.

speaks the reverse of the judgment threatened in
the foregoi g chapters,
(i.) The streams of this
plenty overflow the land, and enrich it; The mountains shall drop new wine, and the hills shall flow
with milk; sucll great abundance shall they have of
suitable provision, both for babes and strong men.
It speaks the abundance of vineyards, and all fiiiitful; and the abundance of cattle in the pastures tliat
fill them with milk.
And to make the corn-land
fruitful, the rivers of Judah shall flow with water,
so that the country shall be like the garden of Eden,
well watered everv where, and greatly enriched,
Ps. Ixv. 9.
But this seems to be meant spiritually;
the graces and comforts of the new coxenant are
compared to 'jnne and milk; (Isa. Iv. 1.) and the
Spirit to rivers of lix'ing water, John vii. 38.
And
these gifts abound much more under the New Testament than they did under the Old; when believers receive grace for grace from Christ's fulness,
when they are enriched with everlasting consola-

anA filled with joy and peace in betiei'ing,
then the mountains drop new wine, and tlie hills
flow with milk. Drink ye, drink abundanth', O
beloved. When there is a plentiful effusion of the
Spirit of grace, then the rivers of Judah flow with
water, and make glad, not onlv the city of our God,
(Ps. xlvi. 4.) but the whole land,
{i.) The fountain of this plenty is in the house of God, whence
the streams take their rise; as those waters of the.
sanctuary, (Ezek. xlvii. 1.) from under the threshold of the house, and the river of life out of the
throne of God and the Lamb, Rev. xxii. 1. The
psalmist, speaking of Zion, says. All my springs
are in thee, Ps. Ixxxvii. 7. Those that take temporal blessings to be meant in the former part of the
verse, yet by this fountain out of the house of the
Lord understand the grace of God, which, if we
abound in temporal blessings, we have so iiuirh the
more need of, that we may not abuse them. Christ
himself is this Fountain; his merit and grace clennse
us, refresh us, and make us fruitful.
This here is
said to water the valley of Shittim, which lav a
great way off from the temple at Jerusalem, on the
other side of Jordan, and was a dry and barren
valley; wliich intimates that gospel-grace, flowing
from Christ, shall reach far, even to the Gentile
world, to the most remote regions of it, and shall
make them to abound in the fruits of righteousness,
which had long lain as the barren wilderness. This
grace is a fountain overflowing, everflowing, from
which we may be continually drawing, and yet
need not fear its being drawn dry. This fountain
comes out of the house of the Lord; for those that
would partake of the promised graces and comforts,
must diligently and constantly attend upon instituted
ordinances: and from the house of the I^ord above,
from his temple in heaven, flows all that good which
here we are daily tasting the streams of, but hope
to be shortly, hope to be eternally, drinking at the
fountain-head of.
8. Perpetuity. This crowns all the rest; (f. 20.)
Judah shall dwell forever, (when Egypt and Edom
are made a desolation,) and Jerusalem shall continue from generation to generation.
This is a
promise, and a precious promise it is, (1.) That the
church of Christ shall continue in the world to the
end of time. As one generation of professing Cliristians passes away, another shall come, in whom the
throne of Christ shall endure for ever, and the
tions,

gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (2. ) That
the living members of that church (Judah ant*
Jerusalem are put for the inhabitants of that city
and country, Matth. iii. 5.) shall be established in
their happiness to the utmost ages of eternitv.
This new .Jerusalem shall be from generation to
generation, for it is a city that has foundations, not
made with hands, but eternal in the heavens.
all

