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CONCERNING this epistle we must inquire,

I. Into the divine authority of it ; for this has been questioned by some, whose distempered eyes could not
bear the light of it, or whose errors have been confuted by it ; such as the Arians, who deny the God-
head and Self-existence of Christ ; and the Socinians, who deny liis Satisfaction : but after all the at-

tempts of such men to disparage this epistle, the divine original of it shines forth with those strong and
unclouded rays, that he who runs may read it as an eminent part of the canon of scripture. The divinity

of the matter, the sublimity of the style, the excellency of the design, the harmony of this with other
T)arts of scripture, and its general reception in the church of God in all ages—these are the evidences of

its divine authority.

II. As to the divine amanuensis, or penman of this epistle, we are not so certain ; it does not bear the
name of any in the front of it, as the rest of the epistles do, and there has been some dispute among the
learned to whom they should ascribe it. Some have assigned it to Clemens of Rome ; others to Luke ;

and many to Barnabas, thinking that the style and manner of expression is very agreeable to the zealous,

authoritative, affectionate temper that Barnabas appears to be of, in the account we have of him in the
Acts of the Apostles ; and one ancient father quotes an expression out of this epistle, as the words of Bar-
nabas. But it is generally assigned to the apostle Paul ; and some later copies and translations have put
Paul's name in the title. In the primitive times it was generally ascribed to him, and the style and scope
of it very well agree with his spirit, who was a person of a clear head and a warm heart, whose main end
and endeavour was to exalt Christ. Some think that the apostle Peter refers to this epistle, and proves
Paul to l)e the penman of it, by telling the Hebrews, to whom he wrote, of Paul's having written to them,
2 Pet. 3. 15. We read of no other epistle that he ever wrote to them but this. And though it has been
objected, that since Paul put his name to all his other epistles, he would not have omitted it here ; yet
others have well answered, that he, being the afiostle of the Gentiles, who were odious to the Jews,

might think fit to conceal his name, lest their prejudices against him might hinder them from reading

and weighing it as they ought to do.

III. As to the scofie and des{^n of this epistle, it is very evident that it was clearly to inform the minds,

and strongly to confirm the judgment, of tlie Hebrews in the transcendent excellency of the gosfiel above
the law, and so to take them off from the ceremonies of the law, to which they were so wedded, of which
they were so fond, that they even doted on them. Those of them wlio were Christians-, retained too

much of the old leaven, and needed to !je purged from it ; the design of this epistle was to persuade and
press the believing Hebrews to a constant adherence to the Christian's faith, and ])erseverance in it, not-

withstanding all tiie sufferings they might meet with in so doing. In order to this, he speaks much of

the excellency of the Author of the gospel, the glorious Jesus, whose honour he advances, and whom
he justly prefers before all others, shewing him to be All in all, and this in lofty strains of holy rhetoric

It must be acknowledged that there are many things in this epistle hard to be understood, but the sweet-
ness we shall find therein will make us abundant amends for all the pains we take to understand it.

And, indeed, if we compare all the epistles of the New Testament, we shall not find any of them more
replenished with divine, heavenly matter than this to the Hebrews.

HEBREWS, I.

CHAP. I.

In this chapter, we have a twofold comparison stated : I. Be-
tween the evangelical and le^ral dispensation ; and the ex-
cellency of the gospel above that of tlie law is asserted and
proved, v. 1 . . 3. II. Between the glory of Clirist and
that of the highest creatures, the angels; where the pre-
eminence is justly civcn to the Lord Jesus Christ, and
clearly demonstrated to belong unto him, v. 4, to the end.

1. 4^ OD, who at sundry times and in

vJ divers manners spake in time past

unto the fathers by the pjopliets, 2. tiath

in these last days spoken unto us by his

Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all

things, by whom also he made the worlds;
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3. Who, being the brightness of his glory,

and the express image of liis person, and
upholding all things by the word of iiis

power, when he had by himself purged our

sins, sat down on the right hand of the Ma-
jesty on high;

Here the ajjostle begins with a general declaration

of the excellency of the gospel-dispensation above
that of the law, which he demonstrates from the

different way and manner of God's communicating
himself and his mind and will to men, in the one

and in the other ; both these dispensations were of

God, and both of them very good, but there is a great

difference in the way of their coming from God.
Observe,

I. The way wherein God communicated himself

and his will to men under the 0/d Testament. VVe
have here an account, 1. Of the persons by whom
God spake his mind under the Old Testament ; they
were the prophets, that is, persons chosen of (iod,

and qualified by him, for that office of revealing the

will of God to men. No man takes this honour to

himself, unless called ; and whoever are called of

God, are qualified by him. 2. The persons to nuhom
God spake bv the prophets ; to the fathers, to all

the Old-Testament saints who were under that dis-

pensation, (xod favoured and honoured them with

much clearer light than that of nature, under which
the rest of the world were left. 3. The order in

which God spake to men in those times that went
before the gospel, those past times ; he spake to his

ancient people at sundry times and in divers man-
ners. (1.) At sundry times, or by several fiarts, as

the word signifies, which may refer either to the
several ages of the Old-Testament dispensation

—

the patriarchal, the Mosaical, and the prophetical

;

or to the several gradual openings of his mind con-
cerning the Redeemer : to Adam, that the Messiah
should come of the seed of the woman ; to Abra-
ham, that he should spring from his loins; to Jacob,

that he should be of the tribe of Judah ; to David,
that he should be of his house ; to Micah, that he
should be born at Bethlehem ; to Isaiah, that he
should be born of a virgin. (2. ) In divers manners,
according to the different ways in which God thought
fit to communicate his mind to his prophets ; some-
times by the illa/ises of his Spirit, sometimes by
dreams, sometimes by z>isions, sometimes bv an au-
dible voice, sometimes by legible characters under
his own hand, as when he wrote the ten command-
ments on tables of stone. Of some of these different

ways God himself gave an account in Numb. 12. 6,

7. If there be a firofihet among you, I the Lord will

mafre myself known to him in a vision, and will

sfieak to him in a dream. .Yot so with my servant
Moses: 111th him I ivill sfieak mouth to mouth, even
afifiareiitlii, and not in dark sfieeches. Observe,

II. God's method of communicating himself and
his mind and will under X.\\c .Yevj-Testament dis/ien-

aation, these last days as they are called, that is,

either toward the end of the world, or the end of

the Jewish state. The times of the gospel are the

last times, the gospel -revelation is the last we are to

expect from God : there was first the natural reve-

lation ; then the patriarchal, by dreams, visions,

and voices; then the ATosaical, in the law given

forth and written down ; then the /iro/ihetical, in ex-
plaining the law, and giving clearer discoveries of

Christ : but now we must expect no new revelation,

but only more of the Spirit of Christ to help us bet-

ter to understimd what is already revealed. Now
the excellency of the gospel-revelation above the
former consists in two things :

I. It is the Jinal, the Jinishing revelation, given

forth in the last days of divine revelation, to which
nothing is to be added, but the canon of sciipture is

to be settled and sealed. So that now the minds of

men are no longer kept in suspense by the expecta-
tion of new discoveries, but they rejoice in a com-
plete revelation of the will of God, both firece/itivc

and /irovidential, so far as is necessary for them to

know, in order to their direction and comfort. For
the gospel includes a discovery of the great events
that shall befall the church of God to the end of

the world.

2. It is a revelation which God has made by his

Son, the most excellent Messenger that was ever
sent into the world, far superior to all the ancient

patriarchs and prophets, by whom (iod communi-
cated himself to his people in former times. And
here we have an excellent account of the glory of

our Lord Jesus Christ.

(1.) The glory of his office, and that in three re-

spects :

[1.] God hath afifioiiited him to be Heir of all

things. As God, he was equal to the Father ; but
as God-man and Mediator, he was apfiointed by
the Father to be the Heir of all things ; that is, the
sovereign Lord of all, the absolute Disposer, Direc-
tor, and Governor of all persons and of all things,

Ps. 2. 6, 7. All flower in heaven and earth is given
to him ; alljudgment is committed to him. Matt. 28.

18. John 5. 22.

[2.] By hif7i God made the worlds, Doth visible

and invisible, the heavens and the earth ; not as an
instrumental Cause, but as his essential Word and
Wisdom. By him he made the old creation, by him
he makes the new creature, and by him he rules and
governs both.

[3.] He upholds all things by the word of his flow-
er ; he keeps the world from dissolving, by him all

things consist; the weight of the whole creation is

laid upon Christ, he supports the whole and all the
parts. When, upon the apostasy, the world was
breaking to pieces under the v.rath and curse of
Ciod, the Son of (iod, undertaking the work of re-

demption, bound it up again, and established it by
his almighty power and goodness. None of the an-
cient prophets sustained such an office as this, none
was sufficient for it.

(2. ) From hence the apostle passes to the glory

of the fierson of Christ, who was able to execute such
an office ; he was the Brightness of his Father's
glory, and the express Image of his person, v. 2.

This is a high and lofty description of the glorious

Redeemer, this is an account of his personal excel-
lency.

[1.] He is, in person, the Son of God, the only-

begolten Son of God, and as such he must have the
same nature. This fiersonal distinction always sup-
])oses one and the same nature. Every son of man,
is man ; were not the nature the same, the genera-
tion would be monstrous.

[2. ] The person of the Son is the glory of the Fa-
ther, shining forth with a truly divine splendour. As
the beams are effulgent emanations, of the sun, the
father and fountain of light, Jesus Christ in his per-
son is God manifest in the flesh, he is Light of light,

the tnie Shechinah.

[3.] The person of the Son is the true image and
character of the fierson of the Father ; being of the
same nature, he must bear the same image and like-

ness. In beholding the power, wisdom, and good-
ness, of the Lord Jesus Christ, we behold the power,
wisdom, and goodness, of the Father; for he hath
the nature and perfections of God in him. He that

hath seen the Son, hath seen the Father ; that is, he
hath seen the same Being. He that hath known the

Son, hath known the Father, John 14. 7—9. For
the Son is in the Father, and the Father in the Son;
the personal distinction is no ether than will consist
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with essential union. This is the glory of the person

of Christ ; the fulness of the Godhead dwells, not

typically, but really, in him.

(3. ) From tlie glory of the person of Christ he
proceeds to mention the glory of his grace; his con-

descension itself was truly glorious. The sufferings

of Christ had this great honour in them, to be a full

satisfaction for the sins of his people ; dy himself he

purged away our sins, that is, by the proper innate

merit of his death and bloodshed, by their infinite

int7-ifisic value ; as they were the sufferings of him-

self, he has made atonement for sin. Himself, the

glory of his person and nature, gave to his sujfferings

such merit as was a sufficient reparation of honour to

God, who had suffered an infinite injury and affront

by the sins of men.

(4. ) From the glory of his sufferings we are at

length led to consider the glory of his exaltation ;

when by himself he had purged away our sins, he

sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

at his Father's right hand. As Mediator and Re-
deemer, he is invested with the highest honour, au-

thority, and activity, for the good of his people ; the

Father now does all things by him, and receives all

the services of his people from him. Ha\ing as-

sumed our nature, and suffered in it on earth, he has

taken it up with him to heaven, and there it has the

high honour to be next to God, and this was the re-

ward of his humiliation.

Now it was by no less a Person than this, that God
has in these last days spoken to men ; the dignity of

the Messenger gives authority and excellency to the

message, and therefore the dispensations of the gos-

pel must needs exceed, very far exceed, the dispen-

sation of the law.

4. Being made so much better than the

angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained

a more excellent name than they. 3. For

unto which of the angels said he at any

time, Thou art my Son, this day have I be-

gotten thee ? And again, I will be to him a

Father, and he shall be to me a Son ? 6.

And again, when he bringeth in the First-

begotten into the world, he saith. And let

all the angels of God worship him. 7. And
of the angels he saith, Who maketh his an-

gels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.

8. But unto the Son he saith. Thy throne,

O God, is for ever and ever ; a sceptre of

righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.

9. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated

iniquity •, therefore God, even thy God, hath

anointed thee with the oil of gladness above

thy fellows.

The apostle, having proved the pre-eminence of

the gospel above the law, from the pre-eminence of

the Lord Jesus Christ above the prophets, now pro-

ceeds to shew that he is not only much superior to

the prophets, but to the angels themselves. In this

he obviates an objection that the Jewish zealots

would be ready to make, that the law was not only

delivered by men, but ordained by angels, (Gal. 3.

19. ) that they attended at the giving forth of the law,

the hosts of heaven were drawn forth to attend the

Lord Jehovah on that awful occasion. Now the an-

gels are very glorious beings, far more glorious and

excellent than men ; the scripture always represents

them as the most excellent of all creatures, and we
know of no being but God himself that is higher than

the angels ; and therefore that law that was ordained

by angels, ought to be held in great esteem.

To take off the force of this argument, the pen
man of this epistle proceeds to state the comparison
between Jesus Christ and the holy angels, both in

nature and office, and to prove that Christ is vastly

superior to the angels themselves. Being made so

much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance

obtained a more excellent name than they. Here
observe,

\. The superior nature of Christ is proved from
his superior name. The scripture does not give high
and glorious titles without a real foundation and rea-
son in nature ; nor would such great things have been
said of our Lord Jesus Christ, if he had not been as
great and excellent as those words import. When
it is said, that Christ was made so much better than
the angels, we are not to imagine that he was a mere
creature, as the angels are ; the word ^ffc'^evic, when
joined with an adjective, is no where to be rendered
created, and here may very well be read, being more
excellent, as the Syriac version hath it. We read
yivi<r()>i 0«oc uKuBiic—let God be true, not 7nade so,

but acknowledged to be so.

II. The superiority of the na7ne and nature of

Christ above the angels is declared in the holy scrip-

tures, and to be deduced from thence. We should
have known little or nothing either of Christ or of

the a72^f/s, without the scriptures; and we must
therefore be determined by them in our conceptions
of the one and the other.

Now here are several passages of scripture cited,

in which those things are said of Christ that were
never said of the angels.

1. It was said of Christ, Thou art iny Son, this day
have J begotten thee; (Ps. 2. 7.) which refers either

to his eternal generation, or to his resurrection, or

to his solemn inauguration into his glorious king-

dom at his ascension and session at the right hand of

the Father. Now this was never said concerning

the angels, and therefore by inheritance he has a

more excellent nature and name than they.

2. It is said concerning Christ, but never concern-

ing the angels, I will be to him a Father, and he shall

be to me a Son ; taken from 2 Sam. 7. 14. Not only,

" I am his Father, and he is my Son, by nature and

eternal promanation ;" but, "I will be his Father,

and he shall be my Son, by wonderful conception,

and this his son-ship shall be the fountain and founda-

tion of every ^racfows relation between me and fallen

man."
3. It is said of Christ, When God bringeth his

First-bei^otten into the world, let all the angels of

God worship him : that is, either when he is brought

into this lower world, at his nativity, let the angels

attend and honour him ; or when he is brought into

the world above, at his ascension, to enter upon his

mediatorial kingdom, or when he shall bring hi?n

again into the world, to judge the world, then let the

highest creatures worship him. God will not suffer

an angel to continue in heaven who will not be in

subjection to Christ, and pay adoration to him ; and

he will at last make the fallen angels and wicked

men to confess his divine power and authority, and

to fall before him ; they who would not have hiin to

reipn, must then be brought forth and slain before

him. The proof of this is taken out of Ps. 97. 7.

Worship him, all ye gods, that is, "All ye that are

su/ierior to men, own yourselves to be inferior to

Christ in nature and power."
4. God has said concerning Christ, Thy throne,

O God, isfor ever and ever, &c. v. 8—12. But of

the angels he has only said, that he hath made them

spirits', and his ministers afame offire, v. 7. Now,
upon comparing what he here says of the angels

with what he says to Christ, the vast inferiority of

the angels to Christ will plainly appear.

(1.) What does God say here of the angels? H(
maketh his angels spirits,'and his ministers a fiamt
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ojjire. This we have in Ps. 104. 4. where it seems
to be more immediately spoken of the ivinds and
licrhtningy but is here apphed to the angels, whose
agency the Uivine providence makes use of in the

winds, and in thunder and lightning. Here, [1.]
The office, of the angels ; they are God's ministers,

or servants, to do his fdeasure ; it is the glory of God
that he has such servants ; it is yet more so that he
does not need them. [2.] How the angels are quali-

fied for this service ; he makes them spirits and a

flame of hre, he endows them with light and zeal,

with activity and ability, readiness and resolution to

do his pleasure : they are no more than what God
has made them to be, and thev are servants to the
Son as well as to the Father. But,

(2.) Observe, How much greater things are said

of Christ by the Father. Here two passages of

scripture are quoted, one out of Ps. 45. 6, 7. where
God declares of Christ, [1.] His true and real di-

vinity, and that with much pleasure and affection',

not grudging him that glory ; Thy throne, O God.
Here OJie Person calls another Person God, O God.
And if God the Father declares him to be so, he
must be really and truly so ; for God calls persons
and things as they are. And now let who will deny
him to be essentially God at their peril, but let us
own and honour him as God ; for if he had not been
God, he had never been fit to have done the JHedia-
lor^s work, or to have worn the Alediator's croivn.

[2.] God declares his digyiity and dominion, as hav-
ing a throne, a kingdom, and a sce/itre of that king-
dom. He has all right, rule, authority, and power,
both as the God of nature, grace, and glory, and as

Mediator ; and so he is adequate and sufficient to all

the intents and purposes of his mediatorial kingdom.
[3.] (iod declares the f^erwa/ duration of the do-
minion and dignity of Christ, founded upon the di-

vinity of his fierson ; Thy throne, God, isfor ever
.ind ever, from everlasting to everlasting, through
all the ages of time, maugre all the attempts of earth
and hell to undermine and overthrow it, and through
all the endless ages of eternity, when time shall be
no more. This distinguishes Christ's throne from
all earthly thrones, which are tottering, and will at

length tumble down ; but the thi-one of Christ shall

be as the days of heaven. [4.] God declares of

Christ the perfect eyuity of his administration, and
of the execution of his power, through all the parts
of his government ; ji sce/itre of righteousness is the

sceptre of thy kingdom, v. 8. He came righteously
to the sceptre, and he uses it in perfect righteous-
ness ; the righteousness of his government proceeds
from the righteoi>«"ess of his person, from an es-

sential eternal lovt of righteousness and hatred of

iniquity, not merely from considerations of prudence
or interest, but from an inward and immovable prin-

ciple ; Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest iniquity,

V. 9. Christ came to fulfil all righteousness, to bring
in an everlasting righteousness ; and he was righteous

in all his ways, and holy in all his works. He has
recommended righteousness to men, and restored it

among them, as a most excellent and amiable thing.

He came to finish transgression, and to make an end
of sin as a hateful as well as hurtful thing. [5.]
God declares of Christ how he ivas (/ua/ifiedfor the

office of Mediator, and how he was installed and con-
firmed in it; (v. 9.) Therefore God, even thy God,
hath anointed thee with the oil ofgladness above thy

fellows.
First, Christ has the name Alessiah from his being

anointed. God's anointing of Christ signifies both
hk qualifuing of him for the office of the Mediator
with the Holy Spirit and all his graces, and likewise
his inauguratiofi ofhim into the office, as prophets,
priests, and kings, were by anointing. God, exren

ihy God, imports the confirmation of Christ in the
office of Mediator bv the covenant of redemption

and peace, that was between the Father and the
Son. God is the God of Christ, as Christ is Man
and Mediator.

Secondly, This anointing of Christ was with the

oil ofgladness, which signifies both the gladness and
cheerfulness with which Christ undertook and went
through the office of Mediator, (finding himself so

absolutely sufficient for it,) and also that joy which
was set before him as the reward of his service and
sufferings, that crown of glory and gladness which
he should wear for ever after the suffering of death.

Thirdly, This anointing of Christ was above the

anointing of his fellows ; God, even thy God, hath
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fel-

lows. Who are Christ's fellows } Has he any
equals .-' Not as God, except tne Father and Spirit,

but these are .not here meant, jis Alan, he has his

fellows, and as an aiiointed Pei eon ; but his unction

is beyond all their's. 1. Above the angels, who
may be said to be his fellows, as they are the sons

of God by creation, and God's messengers, whom
he employs in his service. 2. Above (ill prophets,

priests, and kings, that ever were anointed with oil,

to be employed m the service of God on earth. 3.

Above all the saints, who are his brethren, children

of the same father, as he was a Partaker with them
of flesh and blood. 4. Above all those who were
related to him as Mayi, above all the house of David,
all the tribe of Judah, all his brethren and kinsmen
in the flesh. All God's other anointed ones had only

the Spirit in a certain measure ; Christ had the Spirit

above measure, without any limitation. None there-

fore goes through his work as Christ did, none takes
so much pleasure in it as Christ does ; for he was
anointed with the oil of gladness above his fellows.

The other passage of scripture in which is the
superior excellence of Christ to the angels, is taken
out of Ps. 102. 25—27. and is thus recited here.

10. And, Thou, Lord, m the beginning

hast laid the foundation of the earth ; and
the heavens are the works of thine hands

:

1 1. They shall perish ; but thou remainest

;

and they all shall wax old as doth a gar-

ment ; 12. And as a vesture shalt thou fold

them up, and they shall be changed : but

thou art the same, and thy years shall not

fail.

In these verses the omnipotence of the Lord Jesus

Christ is declared, as it appears both in creating the

world, and in changing it.

1. In creating the world; {v. 10.) Jnd. Thou,
Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of
the earth ; and the heavens are the works of thy

hanas. The Lord Christ had the original right to

govern the world, because he made the world in the

beginning; his right, as Mediator, was by commis-
sion from the Father ; his right, as God with the Fa-
ther, was absolute, resulting from his creating power.

This power he had before the beginning of the world,

and he exerted it in giving a beginning and being to

the world. He must therefore be no part of the

world himself, for then he must give himself a be-

ginning. He was tirpo i^dtrctr—before all things, and
by him all things consist, Col. 1. 17. He was not

onlv above all things in condition, but before all things

in existence ; and therefore must be God, and self-

existent. He laid the foundations of the earth, did

not only introduce new forms into pre-existent mat-

ter, but made out of nothing the foundations of the

earth, the primordia rerum—the first principles of
things ; he not only founded the earth, but the hea-

vens too are the work of his hands, both the habita-

tion and the inhabitants, the hosts of heaven, the an
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eels themselves ; and therefore he must needs be in-

nnitelv superior to them.

2. tn changing the world that he has made ; and

here the mutability of this world is brought in to

illustrate the immutability of Christ.

(1.) This world is mutable, all created nature is

so ; this world has passed through many changes,

and shall pass through more ; all these changes are

by the permission and under the direction of Christ,

who made the world ; {v. 11, 12.) They shall fierish,

they shall all nvax old as doth a garment; as a ves-

ture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be

changed. This our visible world (both the earth

and visible heavens) is growing old. Not only men
and beasts and trees grow old, but this world itself

grows old, and is hastening to its dissolution; it

changes like a garment, has lost much of its beauty

and strength ; it grew old betimes on the first apos-

tasy, and it has been waxing older and growing

weaker ever since ; it bears the symptoms of a dying

world. But then its dissolution shall not be its utter

destruction, but its change. Christ will fold up this

world as a garment not to be abused any longer, not

to be any longer used so as it has been. Let us not

then set our hearts upon that which is not what we
take it to be, and will not be what it now is. Sin has

made a great change in the world for the worse, and
Christ will make a great change in it for the better.

IVe look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein

dwelleth righteousness. Let the consideration of this

wean us from the present world, and make us watch-

ful, diligent, and desirous of that better world, and
let us wait on Christ to change us into a meetness

for that new world that is approaching; we cannot

enter into it till we be new creatures.

(2. ) Christ is immutable. Thus the Father testi-

fies of him. Thou remainest, thy years shall not fail.

Christ is the same in himself, the same yesterday,

and to-day, and for ever, and the same to his fieople

in all the changes of time. This may well support

all who have an interest in Christ under all the

changes they meet with in the world, and under all

they feel in themselves. Christ is immutable and
immortal, his years shall not fail. This may com-
fort us under all decays of nature that we may ob-

serve in ourselves or in our friends, though our flesh

and heart fail, and our days are hastening to an end.

Christ lives to take care o/ us while we live, and of
our's when we are gone, and this should quicken us

all to make our interest in him clear and sure, that

our spiritual and eternal life may be hid with Christ

in God.

13. But to which of the ansjels said he at

any time, Sit on my right hand, until I

make thine enemies thy footstool ? 14.

i Are they not all ministering spirits, sent

forth to minister for them who shall be heirs

of salvation?

This concludes the comparison between Christ
and the angels, and the preference of Christ to them

;

God never said to the angels what he has said to

Christ.

1. What has God said to Christ ? He has said,
" Sit thou at my right hand, till I make thine ene-

mies thy footstool ; (Ps. 110. 1.) Receive thou glory,

dominion, and rest ; and remain in the administra-

tion of thy mediatorial kingdom until all thine ene-
mies shall either be made thy friends bv conversion,

or thy footstool." Note, (1.) Christ Jesus has his

enemies, (Would one think it?) enemies even among
men ; enemies to his sovereignty, to his cause, to his

people ; such as will not have him to reign over
them. Let us not think it strange then if we have
Mur enemies. Christ never did any thing to make

men his enemies ; he has done a great deal to make
them all his friends and his Father's friends, and
yet he has his enemies. (2.) All the enemies of
Christ shall be made his footstool, either by humble
submission and eiitire subjection to his will, casting
themselves down at his feet, or by utter destruction;

he shall trample upon those who continue obstinate,

and shall triumph over them. (3.) God the Father
has undertaken for this, and he will see it done, yea
he will himself do it ; and though it be not done pre-
sently, it shall certainly be done, and Christ waits
for it; and so must Christians wait till God has
wrought all their works in them, for them, and by
them. (4.) Christ shall go on to rule and reign till

this is done ; he shall not leave any of his great de-
signs unfinished, he shall go on conquering aiid to

conquer. And it becomes his people to go on in their

duty, being what he would have them to be, doing
what he would have them to do, avoiding what he
would have them to avoid, bearing what he would
have them to bear, till he makes them conquerors
and more than conquerors over all their spiritual

enemies.
2. What has God said of the angels ? He never

said to them as he said to Christ, Sit ye at my right
hand ; but he has said of them here, that tliey are
ministering spirits, sent forth to ?ninister for them
who shall be the heirs ofsalvation. Note, ( 1 .) What
the angels are as to their nature ; they are spirits,

without bodies or inclination to bodies, and yet they
can assume bodies, and appear in them, when God
pleases. They are spirits incoi-poreal, intelligent,

active, substances; they excel in wisdom and
strength. (2. ) What the angels are as to their office;

they are ministering spirits. Christ, as Mediator,
is the great Minister of (iod in the great work of
redemption. The Holy Spirit is the great Minister
of God and Christ in the application of this redemp-
tion. Angels are ministering spirits under the bless-

ed Trinity, to execute the divine will and pleasure,
they are the ministers oi Divine Providence. (3.)
The angels are sent forth for this end—to minister
to them who shall be the heirs of salvation. Here
observe, [1.] The description given of the saints

—

they are heirs ofsalvation ; at present they are under
age, heirs, not inheritors. They are heirs because
they are children of God ; if children, then heirs.

Let us make sure that we are children by adoption
and regeneration, having made a covenant-resigna-
tion of ourselves to God, and walking before him in a
gospel- conversation, and then are heirs of God, and

\

joint-heirs with Christ. [2.] The dignity and pri-

vilege of the saints—the angels are sent forth to mi-
nister for them. Thus they have done in attending
and acting at the giving forth of the law, in fighting

the battles of the saints, in destroying their enemies.
They still minister for them in opposing the malice
and power of evil spirits, in protecting and keeping
their bodies, pitching their tents about their's, in-

structing, quickcnin?, and comforting their souls un-
der Christ and the Holy Ghost ; and thus they shall

do in gathering all the saints together at the last day.

Bless God for the ministration of angels, keep in

God's wav, and take the comfort of this promise,
that he will give his angels charge over you, to keep
you in all your ways. They shall bear you up in

their hands, lest you dash your feet against a stone,

Ps. 91. 11, 12.

CHAP. II.

In this chapter, the apostlo, I. Makes some application of the
doctrine laid down in the chapter foresjoins;, concerning; the
excellency of tlie person of Christ, both by way of exhor
tation and arpument, t. 1 . . 4. II. Enlanjcs further upon
the pre-eminence of Christ above the angels, v. 5. . 7. III.

Proceeds to remove the scandal of the cross, v. 10.. 16.

IV. Asserts the incarnation of Christ, taking upon him not
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the nature of angel?, but the seed of Abraham, and assigns

the reason of his so doing, v. 16, to the end.

l.rpHEREFORE we ought to give the

JL more earnest heed to the things

which we have heard, lest at any time we
should let them slip. 2. For if the word
spoken by angels was steadfast, and every

transgression and disobedience received a

just recompense of reward ; 3. How.shall

we escape, if we neglect so great salvation

;

which at the first began to be spoken by the

Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them
that heard him; 4. God also bearing them

witness, both with signs and wonders, and
with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy
Ghost, according to his own will ?

The apostle proceeds in the plain profitable me-
thod of doctrine, reason, and use, through this epis-

tle. Here we have the application of the truths be-

fore asserted and proved ; this is brought in by the

illative particle therefore, with which this chapter
begins, and which shews its connexion with the for-

mer ; where the apostle having proved Christ to be
superior to the angels by whose ministry the law
was given, and therefore that the gospel-dispensa-

tion must be more excellent than the legal, he now
comes to apply this doctrine both by way of exhor-

tation and argument.
I. By way of exhortation; {y. 1.) Therefore nve

ought to give the more diligent heed to the things

which ive have heard. This is the first way by which
we are to shew our esteem of Christ and of the gos-

pel. It is the great concern of every one under the

gospel, to give the most earnest heed to all gospel-

discoveries and directions ; to prize them highly in

his judgments as matters of the greatest importance;
to hearken to them diligently in all the opportuni-

ties he has for that purpose ; to read them frequently,
to meditate on them closely, and to mix faith with
them ; to embrace them in our hearts and affections,

to retain them in our memories, andfinally to regu-
late our TJords and actions according to them.

II. By way of argument, he adds strong motives
to enforce tlie exhortation :

1. From the great loss we shall sustain, if we do
not take this earnest heed to the things we have
heard-^ur s/ja// let them sli/i. They will leak, and
run out of our heads, lips, and lives, and we shall be
great losers by our neglect. Learn, (1.) When we
have received gospel-truths into our minds, we are

in danger of letting them slip. Our minds and me-
mories are like a leaky vessel, they do not without

much care retain what is poured into them ; this pro-

ceeds from the conniption of our natures, the enmity
and subtlety of Satan, he steals away the word; frorn

the entanglements and snares of the world, the thorns

that choke the good seed. (2. ) Those meet with an
inconceivable loss, who let gospel-truths, which they

had received, slip out of their minds ; they have lost

a treasure far better than thousands ofgold and sil-

ver; the seed is lost, their time and pains in heai-ing

lost, and their hopes of a good harx'est lost ; all is

lost, if the gospel be lost. (3.) This consideration

should be a strong motive both to our attention to

the gospel, and our retention of it ; and indeed if we
do not well attend, we shall not long retain, the woixl

of God ; slighty^ hearers will soon be forgetful hear-

ers.

2. Another argument is taken from the dreadful
punishment we shall incur, if we do not do this duty:

a more dreadful punishment than those fell under,

who neglected and disobeyed the law, v. 2, 3. Here
observe,

(1.) How the law is described : it was the worn
s/ioken by angels, a?td declared to be steadfast ; it

was the word sfioken by angels, because given by
the ministration of angels, they sounding the trum-
pet, and perhaps forming the words according to
God's direction ; and God, as Judge, will make use
of the angels to sound the trumpet a second time,
and gather all to his tribunal, to receive their sen-
tence, as they have conformed or not conformed tc
the law. jind this law is declared to be steadfast

;

it is like the promise, yea and amen; it is truth and
faithfulness, and it will abide and have its force whe-
ther men obey it or no -yfor every transgression and
disobedience will receive ajust recomfiense ofretvard.
If men trifle with the law of God, the law will not
trifle with them ; it has taken hold of the sinners of
former ages, and will take hold of them in all ages.
God, as a righteous Governor and Judge, when he
had given forth the law, would not let the contempt
and breach of it go unpunished ; but he has from
time to time reckoned with the transgressors of it,

and recompensed them according to the nature and
aggravation of their disobedience. Observe, The
severest punishment God ever inflicted upon sinners,
is no more than what sin deserves ; it is a just re~
comfiense of reward ; punishments are as just, and
as much due to sin, as rewards are to obedience, yea
more due than rewards are to imperfect obedience.

(2. ) How the gospel is described : it is salvation,
a great salvation ; so great salvation, that no other
salvation can compare with it ; so great, that none
can fully express, no, nor yet conceive, how great
it is. It is a great salvation that the gospel discovers,
for it discovers a great Saviour, one who has mani-
fested God to be reconciled to our nature, and recon-
cileable to our fiersons: it shews how we may be
saved from so great sin and so great misery, and be
restored to so great holiness and so great ha/i/iiness.

The gospel discovei's to us a great Sancti/ier, to qua-
lify us for salvation, and to bring us to the Saviour;
the gospel unfolds a gi-eat and excellent dispensation

of grace, a new covenant ; the great charter-deed
and instrument is settled and secured to all those
who come into the bond of the covenant.

(3.) How sinning against the gospel is described

;

it is declared to be a 7ieglect of this great salvation,
it is a contempt put upon the saving grace of God in

Christ, making light of it, not caring for it, not
thinking it worth their while to acquaint themselves
with it, not regarding either the worth of gospel-
grace, or their own v.mnt of it, and undone state

without it ; not using their endeavours to discern the
truth of it, and assent to it, nor to discern the good-
ness of it, so as to approve of it, or apply it to them-
selves. In these things they discover a plain neglect
of this great salvation. Let us all take heed that
we be not found among those wicked wretched sin-

ners who neglect the grace of the gospel.

^4.) How the misery of such sinners is described
;

it IS declared to be unavoidable ; (t. 3.) How shall

weescafie? This intimates, [1.] 1 hat thedespisers
of this salvation are condemned already, undei' arrest
and in the hands of justice already. So thev were
by the sin of Adam ; and they have strengthened
their bonds by their personal transgression

;
(John

3. 18.) He that believeth not, is condemned already.

[2.] There is no escaping out of this condemned
state, but by accepting the great salvation discover-
ed in the gospel ; as for those who neglect it, the
wrath of God is upon them, and it abides upon them;
they cannot disengage themselves, they cannot
emerge, they cannot get from under the curse. [3. ]
That there is a yet more aggravated curse and con-
demnation waiting for all those who despise the
grace of God in Christ, and that most heavy curst*
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they caimot escape ; they can neither conceal (heir
fiersons, at the great day, nor deny the fact, nor
bribe the judge, nor break the prison. There is no
door of mercy left open for them, there shall be no
more sacrijice for sin, they are irreco\'erably lost.

The unavoidableness of the misery of such is here
expressed by way of question. How shall "jue escafie?
It is an appeal to universal i-eason, to the consciences
of sinners themselves ; it is a challenge to all their
power and policy, to all their interest and alliances,
whether they, or any for them, can find out, or can
force out, a way of escape from the vindictive justice
and wrath of God. It intimates, that the neglecters
of this great salvation will be left not only without
jiower, but without Jilea and excuse, at the judg-
ment-day ; if they be asked what they have to say

}

that the sentence should not be executed upcn them,
they will be s/ieec/iless, and self-condemned by their

!

own consciences, even to a greater degree of misery
'

than those fell under, who neglected the authority
of the law, or sinned without the law.

3. Another argument to enforce the exhortation
is taken from the dignity and excellencii of the Per-
son by whom the gospel began to be spoken

; {v. 3.)
It began at first to be sjioken by the Lord^ that is,

the Lord Jesus Christ, who is Jehovah, the Lord of
life and glory. Lord of all, and as such possessed of
unerring and infallible wisdom, infinite and inex-
haustible goodness, unquestionable and unchange-
able veracity and faithfulness, absolute sovereignty
and authority, and irresistible power. This great
Lord of all was the first who began to speak \t plainly
and clearly without types aiul shadows, as it was be-
fore he came. Now surely it may be expected that
all will reverence this Lord, and take heed to a gos-
pel that began to be spoken by one who spake so as
never man spake.

4. Another argument is taken from the character
of those who were witnesses to Christ and the gos-
pel ; {v. 3, 4. ) It was confirmed to us by them that
heard him, God also bearing them witness. Ob-
serve, (1.) The promulgation of the gospel was con-
tinued and confirmed by those wlio heard Christ, by
the evangelists and apostles, who were eye and ear-
witnesses of what Jesus Christ began both to do and
to teach, Acts 1. 1. These witnesses could have no
worldly end or interest of their own to serve hereby.
Nothing could induce them to give in their evidence
but the Redeemer's glory, and their own and others'
salvation; they exposed themselves by their testi-
mony to the loss of all that was dear to them in this
life, and many of them sealed it with their blood.
(2. ) God himself bore witness to those who were wit-
nesses for Christ; he testified that they were author-
ized and sent by him to preach Christ and salvation
by him to the world. And how did he bear them
witness ? Not only by giving them great peace in
their own minds, great patience under all their suf-
ferings, and unspeakable courage and jov ; (tliough
these were witnesses to tliemselves;) but he bore
them witness by signs and nvonders, and divers mi-
racles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his
will. [1.] With signs: signs of his gracious ]n'e-
sence with them, and of his power working by them.
[2.] Wonders: works quite bevond the power of
nature, and out of the course of nature, filling the
spectators with wonder and admiration, stirring
them up to attend to the doctrine preached, and to
inquire into it. [3.] Divers ?niracles or miglity
works, m which an almighty agency appeared be-
yond all reasonable controversy. [4.] Gifts of the
'Holy Ghost, qualifying, enabling, and exciting them
to do the work to which thcv were called ; divisions
or distributio7is ofthe Holy Ghost, diversities ofi^iffs

1 Cpr. 12. 4, &c. And all this according to God's
own will. It was the will of God that we should
Viave sure footing for our faith, and a strong foun-

dation for our hope in receiving the gospel. As at
the giving forth ot the law there were signs and won-
ders, by which God testified the authority and ex-
cellenc)' of it ; so he witnessed to the gospel by more
and greater miracles, as to a more excellent and
abiding dispensation.

5. For unto the angels hath he not put in

subjection the world to come, whereof we
speak. 6. But one in a certain place testi-

fied, saying, What is man, that thou art

mindful of him; or the son of man, that thou
visitest him ? 7. Thou madest him a little

lower than the angels ; thou crownedst iiim

with glory and honour, and didst set him
over the works of thy hands : 8. Tliou
hast put all things in subjection under his

feel. For in tliat he put all in subjection
under him, he left nothing that is not put
under him. But now we see not yet all

things put under him. 9. But we see Jesus,

who was made a little lower than the angels
for the sufferingofdeath, crowned with glory

and honour; that he by the grace of God
should taste death for every man.

The apostle having made this serious application
of the doctrine of the pei-sonal excellency of Christ
above the angels, he now returns to that pleasant
subject again, and pursues it further; (v. 5.) For
unto the angels hath he not put into subjection the
world to come, whereof we speak.

I. Here the apostle lays down a negative proposi-
tion, including a positive one—that the state of the
gospel-church, which is here called the world to

come, is not subjected to the arigels, but under the
special care and direction of the Redeemer himself.
Neither the state in which the church is at present,
nor that more completely restored state at which it

shall arrive when the prince of this world is cast out

and the kingdoms of the earth shall become tlie king-
dom of Christ, is left to the government of the angels

;

but Jesus Christ will take to him his great power, and
will reign. He does not make that use of the mi-
nistration of angels, to give the gospel as lie did the

law, which was the state of the old or antiquated
world. This new world is commit.ted to Christ, and
only put in absolute subjection to him in all spiritual

and eternal concerns. Christ has the administration

of the gospel-church, which at once speaks Christ's

honour, and the church's haj^piness and safety. It

is certain that neither the first creation of the gospel-

church, nor its after-edification or administration,

nor its final judgment and perfection, is committed
to the angels, but to Christ. God would not put so

great a trust in his holy ones; his angels were too

weak for such a charge.

U. We have a scripture-account of that blessed

Jesus to whom the gospel-world is put into subjec-

tion. It is taken from Ps. 8. 4—6. But one in a
certain place testified, saying. What is ?nan, that thou
art mindful of him ; or the Son of tnan, that thou
visitest him ? Sec. These words are to be considered

both as applicable to mankind in general, and as

applied here to the Lord Jesus Christ.

1. ./Is applicable to mankind in general ; where
we have an affectionate, thankful ex])ostulation with

the great Ciod concerning his wonderful condescen-

sion and kindness to the sons of men. (1.) In remem-
bering them, or being mindful of them, when yet

they had no being but in the counsels of divine love.

The favours of God to men all spring up out of his

eternal thoughts and purposes ot mercy for them
;
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QS all our diitirul rt°;ards to God spring forth from
our remembrance of him. God is always mindful
of ui, let us iiever be forgetful of him. (2. ) In visiting

him. God's puqiose offavours for man is productive
of gracious visits to them ; he comes to see us, how it

U with us, what we ail, what we want, what dangers
we are exposed to, what difficulties we have to en-
counter ; and by his visitation our spirit is preserved.
I^et us so remember God, as daily to approach him
in a way of duty. (3. ) In making him the head of

all the creatures in this lower world, the top-stone
of his building, the chief of the ivays of God on earth,

and only a little lower than the angels in place, and
respect to the body, while here, and to be made like

the angels, and equal to the angeh, at the renurrection

ofthe Just, Luke 20. 36. (4. ) In crowning him with
glory and honour, the honour of having noble powers
and faculties of soul, excellent organs and parts of
t'^dy ; whereby he is allied to both worlds, capable
ofserving the interests of both worlds, and of enjoying

•.he happiness of both. (5.) In giving him right to

and dominion over the inferior creatures, which did
continue so long as he continued in his allegiance and
duty to God.

2. This is here plainly applied to the Lord Jesus
Carist ; and the whole that is here said, can only be
applied to him, v. 8, 9. And here you may observe,

(1.) What is the moving cause of all the kindness
God shews tc men in giving Christ for them and to

them ; and that is, the grace of God. For ivhat is

man ? (2.) What are the fruits of this free grace of

God with respect to the gift of Christ for us and to

us, as related in this scripture-testimony. [1. ] That
God was mindful of Christ for us in the covenant of

redemption. [2.] That (jo(!l visited Christ on our
account ; and it was concluded between them, that

in the fulness of time Christ should come into the
world, as the great archetypal Sacrifice. [3. ] That
God had made him a little lower than the angels, in

his being made man, that he might suffer and humble
himself to death. [4.] Tliat God crowned the

human nature of Christ ivith glory and honour, in

liis being perfectly holy, and having the S/iirit with-

out measure, and by an ineffable union with the di-

vine nature in the second Person of the Trinitv,

the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in him bodily ;

that by his sufferings he might make satisfaction,

tasting death for every man, sensibly feeling and
undergoing the bitter agonies of that shameful, pain-

ful, and cursed death of the cross ; hereby putting

all mankind into a new state of trial. [5. ] That, as

a reward of his humiliation in suffering death, he
was crowned with glory and honour, advanced to

the highest dignity in heaven, and having absolute
dominion over all things; thus accomplishing that

ancient scripture in Christ, which never was so ac-

complished or fulfilled in any mere man that ever
was upon earth. And now, having mentioned the

death of Christ, the apostle proceeds.

10. For it became him, for whom are all

thino;s, and by whom ^ are all things, in

bringing many sons unto glory, to make the

Captain of their salvation perfect through

sufferings. 1 1 . for both he that sanctifieth

and they who are sanctified arc all of one :

for which cause he is not ashamed to call

them brethren; 12. Saying, I will declare

thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of

the church will I sing praise unto thee.

1 3. And again, I will put my trust in him.

And again, Behold, I and the children

which God hath given me.
Vol. VI.—4 U

The apostle here prevents and removes the scandal
of the cross ; this he does by shewing both how it

became God, that Christ should suffer, and how
much 77ian should be benefited by those sufferings.

I. How it becajne God, that Christ should suffer;
(v. 10. ) For it becajne him, for whom are all things,
and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons
to glory, to make the Cafitain of their salvatioji

perfect through sufferings. W'here, 1. God is de-
scribed as the/inal End snxdfirst cause of all things,
and as such it became him to secure his own glory in

all that he did, not only to act so that he rnight in
nothing. dishonour himself, but that he might from
every thing have a revenue of glory. 2. He is de-
clared to have acted up to this glorious character in
the work of redemption, as to the choice both of the
end and of the means.

(1.) In the choice of the end; and that was, to
bring JTiany sons to glory, to /ireseni glory in enjoy-
ing the glorious privileges of the gospel, and to

future glory in heaven, which will be glory indeed,
an exceeding eternal weight of glory.

Here observe, [1.] We must be the soj.s of God
both by adoption and regeneration, before we can be
brought to the glory of heaven. Heaven is the in-

heritance ; and only those that are the children, are
heirs of that inheritance. [2.] All true believers
are the children of God; to them that receive Christ,

he has granted the /tower and /irivilege ofbeing the
children of God, even to as 7nany as believe on his

name, John 1. 12. [3.] Though the sons of God
are but a few in one place, and at one time; yet, when
they shall be all brought together, it will appear
that they are majiy. Christ is the First-born among
many brethren. [4.] All the sons of God, how
many soever they are, or however dispersed and
divided, shall at length be brought together to glory.

(2.) In the choice oj the means. [1.] In finding
out such a Person as should be the cafitaiii of our
salvation ; those that are saved must come to that
salvation under the guidance of a Captain and Leader
sufficient for that purpose ; and they must be all en-
listed under the banner of this Captain ; they must
endure hardship as good soldiers of Christ ; they
must follow their Captain, and they that do so shall

be brought safely off, and shall inherit great glory
and honour. [2.] In making this Captain of our sal-

vation perfect through sufferings. God the Father
made the Lord Jesus Christ the Captain of our sal-

vation ; that is, he consecrated, he appointed him to

that office, he gave him a commission for it, and he
made him a perfect Captain; he had i)erfection of

wisdom, and courage, and strength, by the Spirit of

the Lord, which he had without measure ; he was
made perfect through sufferings ; that is, he per-
fected the work of our redemption by shedding his

blood, and was thereby perfectly qualified to be a
Mediator between God and man. He found his way
to the crown by the cross, and so must his people too.

The excellent Dr. Owen observes, that the Lord
Christ, being consecrated and perfected through
suffering, has consecrated the way of suffering for all

his followers to pass through unto glory ; and hereby
their sufferings are made necessary and unavoidable,
thev are herebv made honourable, useful, and pro-
fitable.

II. He shews how much they would be benefited
by the cross and sufferings of Christ; as there was
nothing unbecoming God and Christ, so there was
that which would be very beneficial to men, in these
sufferings. Hereby they are brought into a near
union with Christ, and into a very endearing rela-

tion.

1. Into a near union ; {v. 11.) Both he that sanc-

tifieth and they that are sanctified are all of one.

Observe, Christ is he that sanctifieth ; he has pur-

chased and sent th.e sanctifying Spirit ; he is the
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Head of all sanctifying influences. The Spirit sanc^

tifieth as the Spirit of Christ. True believers are

they who are sanctified, endowed with holy princi-

ples and powers, separated and set apart from mean
and vile uses to high and holy uses and purposes

;

for so they must be before they can be brought to

glory. Now Christ, who is the Agent in this work
of sanotification, and Christians, who are the recipi-

ent subjects, are all ofone. How ? Why, fl.) They
are all ofone heavenly Father, and that is, God. God
is the Father of Christ by eternal generation, and by
miraculous conception ; of Christians by adoption

and regeneration. (2.) They are of one earthly

father, Adam. Christ and believers have the same
human nature. (3. ) Ofone S/iirit, holy and heavenly

disposition ; the same mind is in them that was in

Christ, though not in the same measure ; the same
Spirit informs and actuates the Head and all the

members.
2. Into an endearing relation. This results from

the union. And here first he declares what this

relation is, and then he quotes three texts out of the

Old Testament to illustrate and prove it.

(1.) He declares what this relation is; he and
believers being all of one, he therefore is not ashamed
to call them brethren. Observe, [1.] Christ and
believers are brethren ; not only bone of his bone,

andflesh ofhis flesh, hutsfiirit ofhis S/iirit ; brethren

by the whole Blood, in what is heavenly as well as in

what is earthly. [2.] Christ is not ashamed to own
this relation iheisnot ashamed to call them brethren,

which is wonderful goodness and condescension in

him, considei-ing their meanness by nature, and vile-

ness by sin; but he will never be ashamed of any that

are not ashamed of him, and who take care not to

be a shame and reproach to him and to themselves.

(2.) He illustrates this from three texts of scrip-

ture. The first is out of Ps. 22. 22. J will declare thy

name unto my brethren; in the midst of the church
will I sinff praises unto thee. This psalm was an
eminent prophecy of Christ; it begins with his words
on the cross, Aly God, My God, why hast thou

forsaken me? Now here it is foretold, [1.] That
Christ should have a church or congregation, in

the world, a company of volunteers, freely willing

to follow him. [2. ] That these should not only be
brethren to one another, but to Christ himself. [3.]

That he would declare his Father's warn*? to them,

that is, his nature and attributes, his mind and will:

this he did in his own person, while he dwelt among
us, and by his Sfiirit poured out upon his disciples,

enabling them to spread the knowledge of God in

the world from one generation to another, to the end
of the world. [4.] That Christ would sing praise

to his Father in the church. The glory of the

Father was what Christ had in his eye ; nis heart

was set upon it, he laid out himself for it, and he
would have his fieofile to join with him in it.

The second scripture is quoted from Ps. 18. 2. .And
again, I will fiut my trust in him. That psalm sets

forth the troubles that David, as a type of Christ,

met with, and how he in all his troubles fiut his

trust in God. Now this shews, that beside his divine

nature, which needed no supports, he was to take
another nature upon him, which would want those

supports which none but God could give. He suf-

fered and trusted as our Head and President. Owen
in locum. His brethren must suffer and trust too.

The third scripture is taken from Isa. 8. 18. Be-
hold, land the children which God hath giyen me.

This proves Christ really and truly Man, for parents

and children are of the same nature ; children were
eiven him of the Father, in the counsel of his eternal

love, and that covenant of fieace that was between

them. And they are given to Christ at their con-

version. When they take hold of his covenant,

then Christ receives them, rules over them, rejoices

in them, perfects all their affairs, takes them up to

heaven, and there presents them to his Fathtr,

Behold, land the children which thou hast given me.

14. Forasmuch then as the children are

partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself

likewise took part of the same ; that throug'

death he might destroy him that had the

power of death, that is, the devil ; 1 5. And
deliver them who through fear of death

were all their life-time subject to bondage.

1 6. For verily he took not on him the nature

of angels ; but he took on him the seed of

Abraham. 17. Wherefore in all things it

behoved him. to be made like unto his bre-

thren, that he might be a merciful and faith-

ful high priest in things pertaining to God,
to make reconciliation for the sins of the

people : 1 8. For in that he himself hath

suffered being tempted, he is able to succour
tjjem that are tempted.

Here the apostle proceeds to assert the incarna-
tion of Christ, as taking upon him not the nature of
angels, but the seed of Abraham ; and he shews the
reason and design of his so doing.

I. The incarnation of Christ is asserted
; {y. 16.)

Verily he took upon him not the nature of angels,

but he took upon him the seed of .Abraham. He
took part of flesh and blood ; though as God he pre-
existed from all eternity, yet in the fulness of time
he took our nature into union with his divine nature,
and became really and truly Man. He did not lay
hold of angels, but he laid hold of the seed ofAbra-
ham. The angels fell, and he let them go, and lie

under the desert, defilement, and dominion of their

sin, without hope or help. Christ never designed
to be the Saviour of the fallen angels ; as their tree
fell, so it lies, and must lie to eternity, and there-
fore he did not assume their nature : the nature of
angels could not be an atoning sacrifice for the sin

of man. Now Christ resolving to recover the seed
of Abraham, and raise them up from their fallen

state, he took upon him the human nature from one
descendedfrom the loins ofjlbraham, that the same
that had sinned, might suffer, to restore human na-
ture to a state of hope and trial; and all that ac-
cepted of mercy, to a state of special favour and
salvation. Now there is hope and help for the
chief of sinners in and through Christ. Here isa
price paid sufficient for all, and suitable to all, for it

was in our nature. Let us all then know the dav ot

our gracious visitation, and improve that distinguish-

ing mercy which has been shewn tofallen ?nen, not

to ihe fallen angels.

n. The reasons and designs of the incarnation of

Christ are declared, 1. Because the children were
partakers offlesh and blood, he must fake part of
the same, ana be made like his brethren, v. 14, 15.

For no higher nor lower nature than man's that had
sinned, could so suffer for tlie sin of man as to satisfy

the justice of God, and raise man up to a state of

hope, and make believers the children of God, and
so brethren to Christ. 2. He became Man, that he

might die ; as God, he could not die, and therefore

he assumes another nature and state. Hcie the
wonderful love of God appeared, that, when Christ

knew what he must suffer in our nature, arid how he
must die in it, jet he so readily took it upon him.
The legal sacrifices and offerings (iod could not

accept as a propitiation ; a body was prepared for
Christ, and ne said, Lo ! I come, I delight to do thy

will. 3. That through death he might destroy him
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that had the fioiver of death, that is, the DevU,v. 14.

The Devil was the first sinner, and the first tempter
to sin, and sin was the procuring cause of death

;

and he may be said to have the power of death, as

he draws men into sin, the ways whereof are death,

and as he is ofteTi permitted to terrify the consciences

of men with the fear of death, and as he ia the exe-
cutioner of divine justice, haling their souls from
their bodies to the tribunal of God, there to receive

their doom ; and then being their tormentor, as he
was before their temfiter; in these respects he may
be said to have had the fioiver of death. But now
Christ has so far destroyed him who had the power
of death, that he can keep none under the power of

spiritual death ; nor can he draw any into sin, (the

procuring cause of death,) nor require the soul of

any from the body, nor execute the sentence upon
any but those who choose and continue to be his

willing slaves, and persist in their enmity to God.
4. That he might deliver his own fieo/ile from the

slavish fear of death that they are often subject to.

This may refer to the Old Testament saints, who
were more under a spirit of bondage, because life

and immortality were not so fully brought to light

as now they are by*the gos/iel. Or it may refer to

all the people of God, whether under the Old
Testament or the New, whose minds are often in

perplexing fears about death and eternity. Christ

became Man, and died, to deliver them from those

perplexities of soul, by letting them know that

death is not only a conquered enemy, but a recon-

ciledfriend, not sent to hurt the soul, or separate it

fro?n the love of God, but to put an end to all their

grievances and complaints, and to give them a pas-

sage to eternal life and blessedness ; that death now
to them is not in the hand of Satan, but in the hand
of Christ ; not Satan's servant, but Christ's servant,

has not hell following it, but heaven to all who are

in Christ. 5. Christ must be made like unto his

brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful

High Priest in things pertaining to the justice and
Honour of God, and to the support and comfort of

his people. He must be faithful to God, and mer-
ciful to men.

(1.) In things pertaining to God, to his justice,

and to his honour; to make reconciliation for the
sins of the people, to make all the attributes of the
divine nature, and all the persons subsisting therein,

harmonize in man's recovery, and fully to reconcile

God and man. Observe, [IJ There was a great

breach and quarrel between God and man, by rea-

son of sin. [2.] Christ, by becoming Man and
dying, has taken up the quarrel, and made recon-
ciliation so far, that God is ready to receive all into

favour and friendship, who come to him through
Christ.

(2.) In things pertaining to his people, to their

support and comfort
;

(i». 18. ) In that he suffered,

being tem/ited, he is able to succour them that are
tem/ited. Where observe, [1.] Christ's passion

—

he suffered being tempted ; and his temptations
were not the least part of his sufferings, he was in all

things tem/ited as we are, yet without sin, ch. 4. 15.

[2.] Christ's compassion—Ae is able to succour them
that are tempted. He is touched with a feeling of

our infirmities, a sympathizing Physician, tender
and skilful ; he knows how to deal with tempted,
sorrowful souls, because he has been himself^ sick

of the same disease, not of sin, but of temptation and
trouble of soul. The remembrance of his own sorrows
and temptations makes him mindful of the trials of

his people, and ready to help them. Here observe.
First, The best of Christians are subject to tempta-
tions, to many temptations, while in this world ; let

us never count upon aii absolute freedom from
temptations in this world. Secondly, Temptations
bring our souls into such distress and danger, that

they need support and succour. Thirdly, Christ is

ready and willing to succour those who under their
temptations apply themselves to him ; and he be-
can^e Man, and was tempted, that he might be
every way qualified to succour his people.

CHAP. 111.
In this chapter, the apostle applies what he had said, in the
chapter foregoing, concerning the priesthood of Christ. 1.

In a serious pathetic exhortation, that this great Hieh
Priest, who was discovered to them, might be seriously
considered by them, v. 1 . . 6. II. He then adds many
weighty counsels and cautions, from v. 7, to the end.

1. 'Y17^HEREFORE,holy brethren, par-

T T takers ofthe heavenly calling, con-

sider the Apostle and High Priest of our
profession, Christ Jesus; 2. Who was
faithful to him that appointed hira, as also

Moses wasfaithful in all his house. 3. For
this vian was counted worthy of more glory

than Moses, in as much as he who hath
builded the house, hath more honour than
the house. 4. For every house is builded

by some man., but he that built all things, is

God. 5. And Moses verily icas faithful in

all his house, as a servant, for a testimony
of those things which were to be spoken
after; 6. But Christ as a Son over his

own house ; whose house are we, if we
hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing

of the hope firm unto the end.

In these verses we have the appluation of that
doctrine laid down in the close of the last chapter,
concerning the priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
And observe,

I. In how fervent and affectionate a manner the
apostle exhorts Christians to have this High Priest
much in their thoughts, and to make him the Ob-
ject of their close and serious consideration'; and
surely no one in earth or heaven deserves our con-
sideration more than he. That this exhortation
might be made the more effectual, observe,

1. The honourable compellation used toward
those to whom he wrote ; Holy brethren, fiartakera

of the heavenly calling. (1.) Brethren, not only
my brethren, but the brethren of Christ, and in him
brethren to all the saints ; all the people of God arc
brethren, and should love and live like brethren
(2.) Holy brethren ; holy not only in profession and
title, but in principle and practice, in.heart and
life. This has been turned by some into scorn ;

" These," say they, '« are the holy brethren ;" buf
it is dangerous jesting with such edge-tools ; be not
mockers, lest your bands be made strong. Let those
that are thus despised and scorned, labour to be
holy brethren indeed, and approve themselves so to

God ; and they need not to be ashamed of the title,

nor dread the scoffs of the profane. The day is

coming, when those that make this a term of re-
proach, would count it their greatest honour and
happiness to be taken into this sacred brotherhood.
(3.) Partakers of the heavenly calling; partakers
of the means of grace, and of the Spirit of grace,
that came from heaven, and by which Christians
are effectually called out of darkness into marvellous
light ; that calling which brings down heaven into
the souls of men, raises them up to a heavenly tem-
per and conversation, and prepares them to live

for ever with God in heaven.
2. The titles he gives to Christ, whom he would

have them consider,

(1.) As the Apostle of our profession, the prime


