The Heads of Some Sermons Preached at Finnick,

on the 17th of August, 1662, by Mr. William Guthrie

“But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with
waves: for the wind was contrary. And in the fourth watch
of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. And

when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
troubled, saying, ‘It is a spirit’; and they cried out for fear.”

Matthew 14:24-26

The fourth doctrine is, that, although Christ seems some-
times to be far distant from his people under their trials, yet
he doth notice them in a singular way. He saw them toiling
and rowing (as Mark has it) and yet he was at prayer all the
time. For clearing you, we shall—

1. Show what way Christ noticeth the trials of his people.
2. Why he doth so.

3. What his noticing doth to his people in their trials.

4. What are the trials, wherein he doth concern himself.

In order to the first, he noticeth the trials of his people, as he
hath fore-ordained them in his eternal counsel. Nothing ever
befell his people but what was decreed from everlasting. 2.
He so noticeth the trials of his people, in making them fall
out for several cases, and keeping his eye upon them therein.
3. He hath not only a permissive but an active hand in set-
ting all the instruments of their trials on foot, whether they
be devils, or men, or wind, or storm: he sifteth the house of
Israel with a sieve, yet not one grain shall be lost. By his
providence he tristes a convenient season for the trial, and
sometimes (as he did to Peter) gives them warning of it, be-
fore the trial comes. Thus the night, “Before the cock crows,
thou shalt deny me thrice.” 4. He so noticeth the trials of his
people, as to set bounds to them, that they come such and
such a length, and no further; as here in the text, he lets the
disciples toil on until the fourth watch of the night. 5. He
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noticeth their trials so as he maketh intercession to God for
them regarding their trials: as here he was at prayer when
they were toiling and rowing in the night-time in the midst of
the sea. 6. He so noticeth their trials, that thereby he drives
on his own purposes, and makes their trials subservient
thereunto.

The second thing is, why he noticeth the trials of his peo-
ple. Answer. 1. Because he is highly concerned in them: they
stand in a near relation to him: they are all the fruit of the
travel of his soul: he is engaged to the Father for them, and
them therein; and all that befalleth them is committed unto
him, and he is to be answerable for the least of them. 2.
There are few, or none, but he is to take notice of their trials;
for they can do little themselves, and others despise them. 3.
His noticing of his people’s trial says they were not cast un-
der them by hap-hazard, but with deliberation, and that they
are not alone in their trials, although they often-times per-
ceive him not, yea even when they are as beasts, Psalm
73:23, “Nevertheless I am continually with thee.”

The third thing in the doctrine is, what his people have by
his notice. It says, his people’s trials cannot run a full carrier,
as otherwise they might: he sets bounds to them, and has
allowed the expenses wherewith to debate with them.

As to the fourth thing, what are the trials wherein he doth
most concern himself? 1. He noticeth indeed his people’s tri-
als, but especially those which their duty has led them to, as
here he had commanded them to go to sea. 2. He noticeth all
such trials as are above their reach, as to outgate; as here in
the text. 3. He noticeth all the trials wherein his people are
laboring as much as they are able, though all their labor sig-
nify not much. 4. He noticeth all the trials that are hard, and
far above the trials they have formerly met with, as here in
the text.

Use 1. Then let the people of God comfort themselves
with this, that he taketh notice of all their trials in all the
fore-mentioned respects, and is much concerned to do so.
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Then since it is so, men shall not get all the intents of their
heart against his people, but they shall have support under
all their trials, and relief from them.

Use 2. The trials of his people in Britain and Ireland are
certainly concerned by him: for first, he did engage them in
the business, and it is above remedy as to men. 2. It is above
all other trials that ever we were under before, and all his
people are toiling as they can under them. We may add this
as a third, that they are tristed with many notorious indigni-
ties done to the king of heaven. 4. His name is singularly
concerned in the thing. All nations are looking whether or
not our matters will stand; for they have heard that we were
a covenanted people with the God of Heaven. 5. He consid-
ers he has a goodly remnant and flock in the vessel that is
now tossed with the storm. If his people would resolve to
drown together rather than to sin by compliance, it would
speak much good of the business. But Christ’s advocation is
on foot for his people who are engaged for him: he was at
prayer when his disciples were at sea: he prayed that Peter’s
faith might not fail.

Now his advocation is in order to these things: first, that
his people’s faith fail not, as has been said. 2. That the sin,
which hath brought on the trial, may be forgiven them, and
all the circumstances of their trial. 3. That they may not take
any unlawful way for their out-gate. 4. That their trial may
be sanctified so as to produce its proper fruit with them that
are under it. 3. That their want of a right and suitable frame
of spirit may not increase their trials, or stop their out-gate
and issue, and that it may according to the promise be has-
tened, as it is in Zechariah. The man whom he saw among
the myrtle-trees, that were in the bottom, was Christ inter-
posing for the poor Jerusalem. O for the faith of this, that he
is interposing himself for all our trials!

Then I say 1. Study all of you to be of one mind. 2. Let his
people comply with him in all the points or his advocation
we have spoken of, and keep up the cause of his concern-
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ments, acknowledging always your sin and short-coming,
and choose evermore affliction rather than sin, and study to
have the right use of the trial as much as the out-gate. 3. Let
this comfort and establish your hearts, that Christ is pleading
and advocating your cause before God and his throne in all
the fore-said respects, and remember that God heareth him
always, and that he will not lie unto David, but will keep
covenant with him, even when his children transgress, and
that is a good thing, sirs, Psalm 80.

Now from their toiling and rowing observe, that his peo-
ple must be in the use of any means God has left them, alt-
hough the use thereof signifies very little for their outgate.
They wrought here against wind and weather, although to
little purpose. The disciples brought the four or five loaves to
Christ, although it seemed to them a vain thing to feed so
many. For amplification, we would remember these things:
1. That in the worst of times God has left some means for his
people to use. 2. Remember that the Lord by these silly
means sometimes works great things, so that his people
should not be altogether hopeless in the use of them. 3. We
would remember that the Lord one way or another blesseth
the diligent use of ordinary means, how small so-ever they
be. 4. When God hath left no ordinary means proper for
producing such and such effects, he has appointed his people
to pray, and stand still and look for his salvation. When Isra-
el is brought to the Red Sea, and the Egyptians are pursuing
them, and no means are left, Moses cries unto the Lord, and
bids the people stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord.
5. Remember that it is ordinary for God to reduce his people
to very small means in their straits, and yet they are com-
manded to use them; and by this he tries their loyalty and
obedience, and this also teacheth them not to idolize the best
of means. Then let his people in all their straits look what
means God hath allowed them to make use of, and be dili-
gent in the use of them. 2. They would not despond, when
the means appear very despiseable, for God uses to bless the
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lawful use of small means. 3. When no proper means is left,
then be in the use of prayer, for that is your duty, and that
may breed peace. Let God do what is good in his sight.

Now we come to the third thing, and that is the out-gate
of the disciples, and all the circumstances of it: when they
began to drown, they were but four miles from land, and not
until then, and in the fourth watch of the night, and that is
near the morning. Then love sets forward, and Christ comes
without their entreaty, and worketh by his omnipotency up-
on the waters, which he made like a beaten floor under his
feet: then, when he comes, they mistake him, and are afraid;
and so their trial groweth to a greater height: he speaks to
them, and inhibits their fear, and allays it, by telling them
that it was he. And so in this their new trial they got a new
discovery of him, and then he comes to the ship. And next ye
have Peter’s seeking a singular evidence of this, if it was
Christ that spake to them.

Then observe this doctrine: Sometimes when we think our
trial great enough, Christ is pleased to screw it up a great
deal higher. They surely judged their trial at a great height
before, with wind and storm: we may think it was at a great
height before the fourth watch of the night, and yet he is
pleased to drive it to that length.

For clearing of the doctrine, consider that his people soon
think their trial at a great height: First, because they measure
it by former sufferings they have met with, or by former tri-
als, not remembering that the Lord intends to have his peo-
ple further tried, and that the latter trial will be sharper, and
possibly darker, as to the out-gate, than the first was. 2.
They compare their trials and measure them with the trials of
his people, that have not been with the highest, but with the
lowest; and that makes them think their trial high enough. 3.
They often measure their trials with their present felt
strength, not remembering that he gives out expense accord-
ing as the trial groweth. 4. They often compare their trials
with the means that are left them for out-gate, not remem-
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bering that God useth sometimes to lay-aside all means that
people have their eyes on, and create new means for their
out-gate and deliverance. 5. They often measure their trials
by their own fore-casting one resolution for it, whereas the
trials sometimes swell to a greater height than his people ap-
prehended it to go: and because the trial soon goes to such a
height, we think it will go no further, and so we err, not
knowing the power and counsel of the Lord.

Next ye would consider that the Lord has different ends
in the trials of his people, which they know not, and different
thoughts. 2. He is master of their trials, when it is above
their reach, for he intends to magnify his power in their
weakness, and to give them singular proofs of his love to-
wards them, which his people were not expecting; and to
drive them to such things as are not soon set on foot with
them. 3. As this makes him wind-up their trials to an higher
pitch, so we would beware of some mistakes that are about
his way in this: first, we must not think that this is for want
of love to the party tried. Or 2. That he forgets them, as they
are apt to fancy: for here he saw them toiling and rowing,





