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Now, I am come here to-day, to demand your last answer,

if vou will take Christ. I hope you are content to marry him.
Now, what is your answer; are you content, young men and
maidens? Old men and women, are you content? Is there none
that will .ubscribe? Oh! shall this contract of marriage be sent

back to heaven? Oh! let it not be. And this I press, that you
marry Christ, in these five things. First % If all the saints of hea-

ven were to give you their advice, they would say, it is good
to be married to Christ. * It is better to marry than to burn/
to many Christ, than to burn in lust with the world. Secondly,

Christ is very importunate in it to all within these doors: he is

sitting down on his knees, and praying us to be married to him-
self, and shall we not? But must he steal away our hearts? Oht
will you embrace him, because he is importunate? Thirdly , There
is thi , I am sure we are not far from our long home, and then

I pose you, on your consciences, what will you answer to this

question? O sinners! why will you not choose me? We shall

all get one sight of him, and that shall be in the day of his

sentence of wrath. Think then on it, and let the terror of God
persuade you Fourthly, Will you consider the courtesy of the

King, and let it allure you. O! what a sweet thing shall it be,

when he shall say to thee, welcome, O sinner. Come, think on
this, and he that waits on his master, shall find him. Lastly,

There is this, there is a day coming, when there shall not be a

word in heiven and earth, but go and come. And will it not

be an excellent day, when all shall be crying, come? Christ, the

Spirit and the bride, and heaven and earth, crying, come? And
there shall be no speech betwixt Christ and the spouse, but,

come, come. O that excellent invitation, Song ii. 10. i Come, my
sister, my spouse, my dove, arise, come, when we shall sit down
on the throne of our beloved, and shall sing as Moses;' and Je-

remy cries out no more now as in Jer. iv. 19. But, on the con-

trary, what a day shall it be, when it shall be said, c Depart, de-

part, I know you net?' How doleful a thing will it be! Weil,

then, let us embrace him, and be content to be married tohinn
and the day shall be, when we will sing to him for ever and ever.

And unto him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

SERMON III.

Joe xxiii. 3. that I k?iew where I mightfnd him! that I might
come even to his teat.

JL HESE words hold out the breathings and longing of

a soul, after the enjoyment and fruition of God; Job being
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33 it were, constrained to cry out, * Oh! When shall I come
and appear before God:'

I suppose, that if the question were asked at every one here

to-dav, l Whom seek ye?' I doubt much, that if one in twenty

could answer it thus, i I: is Je^us of Nazaieth whom we seek/

There are many complaints of private and public; but it were a

more suitable commendation in these days, to complain cf a lo^r.

<5od, and communion with him, that you might be made to. cry

out, * O that I knew where I might find him, that I might come
even to his seat!' It were a pleasant and most excellent thing,

if we could make this report to-day concerning you, that is in

Mark i. 37. < All men seek after thee.' O Christians, and ex-

pectants of the crown of heaven' are you no: longing for a sight

of an absent God, and one that is lost? Strangers to God! are

ye not longing to get a sight of him, that is the excellency of the

higher house, and makes all the hearts that are there to rejoice?

Think you not that Christ is worth the seeking? I suppose that

there is a gulph fixed between God and us ' that we cannot pass

from hence to him, and he cannot come from thence to us, (so

to speak) Yea, some may be afraid mat there is a sentence of

excommunication past in heaven that they shall not see his face

any more. And many of us may take up Saul's lamentation,

and say, \ The Lord is departed from me, and answereth me no
more, neither by dream, nor vision, nor b) prophet, nor by U-
rim, nor by Thummin any more.' Believe it, Christ is a great

loss when he is away. I can say no more, but they are well that

are above the clouds, without the reach of losing him: neither

have aiming for such a desire, ' O that I kn,ew where I might
find htm! 1 I suppose we might be made to present that nibleard

desire that David hath, in Psalm cxix. 17 6. • O Lord seek thy

servant.' It is a strange word to bid the Master seek the ser-

vant, but if Christ do not seek us, we will, never seek him, nor
yet answer him: the loss of a stranger to God is, Christ is lost:

and the loss of a stranger-see Jeer of Jhrist is, Christ is gone: but
to come a little nearer to the words.

In the chapter we have Job answering two great accusations

and challenges that were tabled against him: the jfrtf was, con-
cerning his impatience under the cross. And the second was,

concerning his hypocrisy.

As for thejirst) concerning his impatience, he answers it in

the second verse, by two things: \st y
* Et'en to-day is mv com-

plaint bitter.' As if he had said, * Di not charge me with

patience: for to complain against God, is exceedingly brier un-

to me.' And, secondly^ he said, * My stroke is heavier than nay

groaning:' that is, as if he would say, < Put my calamities m
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c balance with my complaints, you will see the one weigh down
the other.'

From the beginning of the third verse to the close, he answers
to a second challenge which was concerning his hypocrisy, his

friend bearing it upon him that he was not sincere. Do not say
so, saith he, * for I am so sincere, that I desire that God should
judge me/ In the words read, we have two things. First, The
excellent desire and request that Job hath to God; ' O that I

knew where Imightfind him, that I might come even tohis seat/

The reason why he sets not down God's name, but points

him out under the word Him, is, 1st, Because he supposed that

all would know that none was worthy to be sought so earnest-

ly beside God. And, L2dhj, because he was so much frighted

and endued with reverence and high apprehensions of God, that

he cannot express what he is: but as if he had said, * he is a
matchless One; not that he wants a name, but that it cannot
be expressed.' His great end in tabling of the request is, * That
he might come even to his seat*,' or, as it may be read, * Even to

his prepared throne*,' which is, as if he had said, < I have a sweet
end in my tabling of this request,' and it is this, i That I might
come where he is, and have a sweet soul-refreshing joy and cor-

respondence with him.'

From this great request or desire, we shall make six or seven
observations. And,

First, That distance and desertion from God is a case not
unordinary to the saints: for while he saith, c O that I knew
where I might find him,' it holds out that he had lost God,
and was at a distance from him.

I will not stand to prove it, the frame of most part of pro-

fessors doth prove it; it is written on the most part of our
foreheads, i Christ is gone, and shall never come again any
more.' I shall point at seven steps, to which a Christian's de-
sertion may go.

AJirst step is, a Christian may be so deserted of God, that he
knows not where to find him. Not only may Christ be gone,

but so far gone, that the believer knows not where to find him,

or where to go and seek him, till he be forced to cry out, O that

I knew where I might find him?' Job knew not where to find

him. And will not others come in the like condition? Un-
doubtedly they will; as is clear, Song i. 7. where the spouse not

cnly finds Christ absent, but so far absent, that she knows not

where to find, till she bids him tell her where he feeds? And
John xx. 13. i They have taken away my Lord, and I know not

where they have laid him.' A Christian, as it were, may be put

into the dark, so that he knows not how, nor where to direct
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his steps; he is sometimes with darkness in desertion. A second

step is. a Christian may go to desertion: he may be diligent a-

bout the use of means for the recovery of Christ, and yet the
means be blasted unto him; he may be about practice and obe-

dience, and yet be useless in regaining of Christ; as is clear,

Song iii. 2. where the spoase is much taken up about the use of

means, yet her o'er word is, < I sought him, but I found him not;

I called, but he gave no answer;' so Song v. 6. She goes about
all means, and yet she hath the same word: and this is a great

step indeed, when the Christian is put, not only to wrestle with
an absent God, but with a silent God. A third step is, Christ

may be gone, and the Christian not know that he is gone? nor
yet so much as affected with it, nor sorrowful for it. This is

ordinary in our days; are there not many of us, of whom it

may be said, Christ is gone, and yet we seek him not, Song v. 2.

where Christ is absent, and yet the bride is not affected with it.

It is a sad evidence when absence from Christ makes us net to

walk in sackcloth. A fourth step is, Christ may be gone, and yet

the Christian somewhat formal and indifferent about the use of
means to regain him; as is clear, Song iii. 4. c I sought him on
my bed/ Christ is gone, and yet the bride seeks him in a lazy

and indifferent manner. Many of us do not stir up ourselves

to lay hold upon Christ, nor to enquire after him. Afjth step

is, a Christian may be deserted not only in respect of love, but
in respect of faith, tenderness and diligence, so as the duties he
goes about, may be gone about in a carnal and dead manner.

First) In respect of love, so as the heat of it is gone, and there

is no sweetness to be found. Secondly, In respect of tender-

ness, whereas stupidity and hardness of heart is come over him.
Thirdly, In respect of faith, whereas before he could read his

interest in Christ, and say, ' I am his, and he is mine; yet

now he calls in question if ever he shall find him any more.
Fourthly, In respect of diligence, whereas before he could have
prayed six or seven times, now he will not pray once or twice a-

day. I fear this be almost an universal evil in those days.

A sixth step is, Christ may be gone, and yet the Christian not
know of it. Sometimes Christ hath a silent departure, occasion-

ed through want of watchfulness, and spiritual tenderness.

A Seventh step is, that all the means a Christian may use, may
become tasteless to him. When those duties and means, that

serve for the recovery of Christ back again to the soul, become
tasteless; when prayer loseth its lustre, and love loseth its hue,
and hearing hath no life, and we have no delight in those things

that serve to regain time, it is a great step of desertion indeed;
I shall say no more but this to it, so long as a Christian is de-
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serted, he may call himself Ichabob, * my glory is departed from
me;' and his duties, Jabcsh, for with sorrow doth he bring them
forth/ Absence from Christ, and little affectedness with it, says

that it is long to the breaking of our everlasting day. Christ

hides his face, and we are not troubled with it. And surely some
of us may be put to this question, is there any of the precious

company about fhe throne that bore absence from Christ as we
dor Is there any that has tasted that he is gracious, that lays

so little weight upon his presence as we do? It is like, we care

net for Christ, and there is two great appearance that Christ

careth net for us. O Christians! is he not gone? And yet

how few are there that cry out, * O that I knew where I might
find him?' Some of us may be put to this question, shall ever

Christ and we meet together again?

A second thing which we mind to insist a little upon is, that

-<i Christian ought to make it his great design to seek and to find

Christ; which is clear from these words of the text, ' O that I

knew where I might find him '

Ere I prosecute this point of doctrine, I shall speak a little to

These two things. First) What it is to seek and find God. Sc-

condli/j I shall clear unto you, that it is your duty to make it

your great design to seek and to find God/
As for the First thing, what it is to seek and to find God.

It comprehends these six things. 1. To engage your heart and
strength in the accomplishmentoftbisgreat and excellent design

to seek and to find God; as is clear, Psalm cxix. 10. 6 With my
le heart have I sought thee/ I suppose that the half of the

heart is not engaged in the accomplishment of this precious

work, which says, it is not our- great design to seek to find God.
~. It is to be diligent about all the means, that there be not

a duty required of us, in which Christ is to be found, but we
should follow it; as is clear, Song hi. 1, 2, 3, 4% where she de-

clares, it is her design to seek and to find Christ by the diligent

use of all the means. There you see that her diligence about

the u^-e of the means is very large, which showeth that it is her

great design to seek and to find Christ* And Job ii. 3, 8, 9.

Behold, ' I go forward, and look before me and behind me,
and or either side;' which shows his great diligence.

S. Notwithstanding of ail the oppositions and disappointments

he meets with in duties, and of his not finding of God at first,

yet not to give over seeking, or his pursuit, but to seek till he

him, as the bride, Song hi. 4, i go a little further, and thou

shall find him whom thy soul loveth.' If thou go to prayer, and

find him riot there: and to hearing, and find him not there;

and to -reading, and find him not there; and to study and



COMMUNION SERMONS. 479

ditation, and find him net there*, and about all the means where-

in Christ is still to be found, and find him not there; •* yet go a

little further and thou shalt find him.' Say you, where shall I

go o, since I have been about all the means? Be a little more
diligent and a little more painfuL

4-. It is for a soul to lay bonds, ties, and resolutions upon his

own heart in the accomplishment of finding of Christ, 2 Chron.
xv. 12 6 They entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God
of their fathers, with all their heart, and with all their soul:

1"

that is, to bind ourselves with all bonds, whereby our hearts

may be engaged in seriousness in seeking and finding. It is a

remarkable word that David hath, Psalrn lxhi. 8. ' My soul

followeth hard after thee:' that is, * though thou run away,

I will follow hard after thee, and will not let thee go until I

find thee again.*

5. It is to be instant in diligence about all commanded duties,

and the use of means for regaining and finding of Christ. A
soul that would find God, he must not go on about the use of

means for a day, but must pursue, going on till he find Godj
and when he has found him, he must make it his common ex-

ercise, that he may keep himj many of us have our diligences*

and make it but of one day's length, and ere two days are at

an end, our diligence is past, two days are most of our constant

diligence.

6 It is to warn and summon all that is within us, in the ac-

complishment of this great design to seek and to find God. It

is said of Laodicea-, Rev. iii. 19. 'Be zealous and repent-,' ye
would be zealous, I shall say no more to it but this, be sure the

first sight of an absent Christ will make up all your losses, or

what is amiss*, thou shalt forget thy seven years work, when
thou meetest with Christ whom thy soul loveth. Thy nine years

watch will appear as a watch by night. But the most part of us

make it not our great design to seek and to find Christ, and com-
munion with hirjd. Absence from Christ is turned more to be

matter and occasion ofourdiscourse, than matter of our exercise-

As for the second thing, that ir is our duty to make it our
grea: design to seek and to find God, we shall clear it unto you
as we are abje

1. It is commanded, 1 Chron xxii 19. c Now set yourselves

with ail your heart, and with all your soul, to seek the Lord
your God.' This is, as it were, to have our hearts fixed and
bent about this work.

2. It is clear from the practice of the saints that they have
made it their great design to seek and to find Christ, Psalm
xxv ii. 4. ' One thing faiaye I desired of the Lord, and thai

will I seek to obtain.'




