
god's threatening rod.

TWO

SERMONS,
CONTAINING ARGUMENTS AND DIRECTIONS

For hearing the Voice of GOD's Threatening Rod.

SERMON I.

Micah vi. 9. The Lord's voice crying unto the cityy and the

man of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the rody and who
hath appointed it.

IT is a question that is hard to determine, whether the great-

ness of God, or the condescendency of God, be the greatest mys-
tery? But O! When both these are put together, they make up
a matchless mystery. What is more dreadful than power which
cannot be resisted? And what is more terrible than wisdom from
whom nothing can be hid? And yet what is more sweet, than

the love wherewith he hath loved us, 2nd the unchangeable-

ness thereof, which doth cut off all suspicion? I would only

say this unto you, God hath been speaking to you divers ways,

and by different things; and, as the apostle speaketh, « There are

many voices in the world, and every voice hath its own signi-

fication.' So I may say, there is not a voice by which God
speaketh to you, that needs to be a i barbarian speaking in an
unknown tongue.'

I confess it is sad, that when God condescends to speak unto

us so many different ways, that there should be so many which
should stop their ears: are there not some to whom Christ hath

piped, and they have not danced?. And now he is beginning to

mourn to you, and O! will ye not lament*. I would say this un-

to you, the day may be approaching, when Glasgow's rods

shall be preachers, and its crosses teachers from the Lord. Yea,

God is beginning to preach that word to you, that is in Jer. ii.

31. i O generation, see the word of the Lord, &c.' If ye will

net hearken to God, in the voice and mouth of his preachers, he
Lend a more severe preacher unto you, and ye shall be forced

to hear his voice. I say, look that the contempt of Christ in his

rod?, in his ordinances, and in his offers, make not this place

-an Aceldama, a field of blood, and a Golgotha, the place ofdead

men's skulls. I say to you, the day may be approaching, when
tall meet with these lis silent things from God. Firdt W
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shall meet with silent rods, when he shall not know nor mi*

derstand the language of them, when they shall speak to you in

a strange and profound language, which ye shall not understand.

Secondly, When ye shall meet with a silent God, when ye shall

cry to him, and he shall not hear you. Thirdly, When ye shall

meet with silent and dumb ordinances, which shall not speak

unto you. Fourthly', When ye shall meet with silent mercie:,

that ail the good things he doth unto you, ye shall not know the

language of them. Fifthly, When ye shall meet with the sad

lot of a silent conscience, when ye shall not be reproved by it

when ye sin, but God shall give you leave to fall and depart, and
not to return. And, lastly, When ye shall meet with silent com-
mands, with silent threatenings, and with silent promises; that

is, ye shall never know what the promises call for, what the

threatenings call for, nor what the commands call for, when he
shall chastise you in the dark, and there shall be none to deliver

ycu, and when there shall be none to plead your cause, but a

^.in-revenging God entering the list with you: when he shall say

to them that are left, c Do not pray for this people, nor intercede

hem, for they are the people upon whom I will have no
:y.' I may say, by all appearance, our judgment will speak

this, ke hath spoken unto us in the still voice of the gospel, and
he hr.th spoken unto us in the whirlwind, and yet he is in none of

them: but what know yc, but God may the next time speak to

you closing himself in a circle of fire: I have some times spoken.

that word to you, g Awake, awake, O sleepers, and call upon your
God.'

But to come to the words, in this chapter the prophet hath
been leading a sad process against this people, for the neglect of

duties which were lying at the door; and now we have in this

v^rse the conclusion of it, and the scope whereof is this, shewing
the people that the Lord would send a more sharp message, if

they will not obey. And in it there are four things considerable.

First) We have an excellent exhortation given to hear the

rod, and by it is not only meaned, to take up what the rod
speaks, but also, * Who hath appointed it/

Secondly, There is that excellent consideration to press them
unto k, t It is the Lord's voice:' we may say that of the rod, which
was said of Herod in another sense, c It is the voice of God, and
not of man.'

Thirdly, We have the people to whom the exhortation is gi-

v-?n, and ic is $ unto the city;' that is, to Samaria, and to the

bordering towns thereabout. Now the reason why the Lord's

voice crieth unto the city, rather than to the country, the rea-

son o£ it is either this, the city ordinarily hath most eminent
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tokens of the mercies and respects of God, which being abused;
makes God especially to contend with them; or else because of
th's ordinarily most profanity is broached within the city, and
doth vent itself thence into the country; according to that word
which is spoken of Jerusalemi ' That from it profanity goeth out

into the country, or whole land.*

Thefourth thing in tl\e words is, the person that will hear

the voice of the rod, ' the Lord's voice/ and it is, 'the man of
wisdom shall see thy name;' or, as the word may be rendered,

«the man of substance,' or « of substantial wisdom/ Which
speaks, that it is one of the greatest follies that is imaginable, not

to hear the voice of the Lord, and his threatening rod.

The last thing in the words is, the way how the man of wis-

dom wins to the right use-making and understanding of the voice

of the rod, and it is, < by seeing his name.' Now, by the name
of God, may be either understood, the seeing of the authority of

God in his threatenings; or by the name of God, may be under-

stood, his wisdom, his peace, his power, his justice, his sove«e

reignty, and his holiness, the man of wisdom shall see these five

excellent attributes of God shining in the rod, and in every

sad dispensation which he meets with; and the reason of using

that expression, * He shall see,' is to point out these certain and

distinct discoveries which the man of wisdom shall have by such

a cross.

Now having thus made plain the words unto you, there are

three things which we shall speak a little unto from the scope,

before we come to the first thing in the words.

The First thing which we shall take notice of from the scope,

is this, that the slighting of known duties, is the forerunner of

some sad and lamentable stroke from the Lord, upon a person

or people; these things which they know to be duties, and yet

they slight and disobey them. I say, it is the forerunner of some
sad and eminent act of the displeasure of God to a person or

people: this is clear, Luke xii. 37, " That servant which knoweth
his Lord's will, and prepareth not himself, neither doth accord-

ing to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes." And that

word in Jer. v. 5. " I will get me unto the great men, and I will

npeak unto them, for they have known the way of the Lord, and

the judgments of their God, &c." Yet it is said of these, "they
have altogether brokenthe yoke, and burst the bonds." And what

follows? ver. 6. « Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay

them" Rom ? i. 21, 26. where they professed themselves to know*

and yet they glorify him not as God.' This is given as a reason,

that he gave them up to a reprobate mind, to do things not con-

-ntS It is probable, the impiety and profanity of peop'.
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come to a wonderful height, when they can sin against light and

knowledge. Now, in speaking to this more fully, I shall speak

to some aggravations of the sin of slighting known duties.

The First aggravation is, when a person slights duty, after

the sinfulness of that sin hath been discovered unto him, and

engraven on his conscience, O! that is a mighty aggravation of

that of sin; this is clear, Hosea v. 2. " And the revolters are pro-

found to make slaughter, though I have been a rebuker of them
all, Neh. ix. 29. And have testified against them, yet they dealt

proudly, and hearkened not to thy commandments, but sinned

against thy judgments." I confess, sinning against convictions of

conscience, (especially when they are sharp) is a greater sin, than

to sin against light; this is indeed to sin with a lifted up hand,

3nd not to blush, nor be ashamed, nor yet to be afraid to com-

mit iniquity. Know now therefore, there are many here that

slight known duties, notwithstanding of light, and the convictions

of conscience, which they have had for doing so. I would only

say to that person, be afraid, and stand in awe, lest the day be

approaching, when God shall cease to be a reprover unto you,

and the reins shall be laid on your own neck, and you shall be

*asa wild ass snuffing up the wind/
The Second aggravation of slighting known duties is, when

a person slights known duties, after God hath been discovering

discontent with another person for that sin; when we see the

justice of God overtaking another person for slighting of a known
duty, and yet the •person which stands beside, is not afraid to

persist in the same sin; this is clear, Jer. in, 8. i And I saw, when
for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery,

I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce: yet her

treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the

harlot also/ As if he had said, "Though Judah hath beheld
" what I have done tQ Israel for her whorish carriage, yet not-

" withstanding of this, she went and played the harlot also.
r

I confess, this is a greater aggravation than the former, and it

speaks that such a sinner (in a manner) hath given a defiance to

the justice of God, and hath cried out, (in a manner) M I care

not what God will do, I will take my pleasure."

The third aggravation of the sin of slighting known duties is,

when persons slight down duties, after God hath begun to con-
tend with them for so doing. This is a mighty aggravation of

rin, as is clear in Isa. Ivii. 17. " For the iniquity of his covetous-

ness was I wroth, and smote him; I hid me, and was wroth, and
he went on frowardly in the way of his heart/' A froward sin-

ner hath had the rod shaken over his head, and hath drunk some-
hing of the justice of God, for slighting such a duty: yet to
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persist ia it, O! that is a scarlet and mighty transgression,

yet are there not many here who are such?

Thefourth aggravation of the sin of slighting known duties

5s, when a person slights known duties upon very small tempta-
tions; is not this certain, a word of a temptation, the half of
a word, yea, the very nod of a temptation, will put us from the

doing of known duties? Yea, sometimes we will be glad of a
temptation to divert us from the exercise of duties; yea, some-
times it is known when temptations are not present to divert us

from the exercise of known duties, we will go forth and seek a

temptation- I confess, the devil needs not to be at much pains

ia these days, there are many which give the devil work and
employment; yea, and if he seek not them, they will seek him.

The Fifth aggravation of the sin of slighting known duties is,

when persons do not so much as set about the well doing of

them, that 13 a great aggravation; this is clear, Luke xii. 47.
€ He that knows his master's will, and doth it not, neirber doth
prepare himself to do it, is worthy of double stripes/ He will

not take pains to prepare his heart for duties, that is a mighty
aggravation. Some are content to be under their fetters, as

though they were bound of God: some are content to live

under their convictions* as though it were impossible for them
to answer them, and they say, € There is no hope/
The sixth aggravation of the sin of slighting known duties i%

ivhen a person slights known duties, after God hath commended
the beauty and excellency of such duties; that is, no doubt, a

great aggravation: as when God doth commend prayer, and dis-

covers the beauty thereof to a Christian, O then it is a sad and

lamentable thing for that person to sit down and slight his duty;

this is,, as it were, to slight prayer, when it hath on all its orna-

ments.

The seventh aggravation of the sin of slighting known duties

is, when persons slight duties, after they have been convinced

of the advantage which waits upon che doing of them. Are there

not some that slight prayer, notwithstanding they have been con-

vinced that prayer hath been to them a mount Tabor, in which

they have seen Christ transfigured? Some will slight prayer

after they have been convinced that prayer hath been a tristing

place betwixt Christ and them; and after they have been con-

vinced that prayer hath been as the top of mount Pisgah, on

which they have gotten a view of the promised land; Q! that

is a not; \ stioa of the slighting of known duties, when
the persr tfiis to say, Now I am slighting my own ad-

vantages.

There h this la 'ion, when a person slights km
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duties, yet with very little resentment and grief of heart: are

there not many persons that have slighted their morning prayers

here to-day, and yet have not convictions thereof? and are

there not many persons here to-day, that oftentimes go to bed
without saying their prayers, and yet have as much peace of con-

science as if they had done it? I think a person hath ^gone a
great length in hardness of heart, when he can slight known du-
ties, and yet not be grieved; yea, it is a token that they have

not only to do with a hardened conscience, but with a hardened

will. Are there not many persons, that notwithstanding of the

slighting of known duties, yet never had a broken heart there-

fore? Doth not the misbeliever slight the commandment of fahh ?

and yet not weep for it? Doth not the secure Christian slight

the commandment of prayer, and yet not be grieved therefore:

Djth not the presumptuous sinner slight self-examination, and
yet is not much grieved? And doth not the dissolute sinner, that

is under the power of his idols, slight the commandment of
mortification, and yet not have a sore heart for it?

Now the second thing to which I shall speak from the scope

is, I shall propose some considerations to press you to the ex-

ercise of all known duties.

Thefirst consideration is, it is the Christian which practiseth,

and not the Christian which knoweth, to whom the promises are

made: would ye know the Christian who hath a right to the

promises? It is not the Christian which knoweth -his duty, but
it is the Christian who doth his duty; this is clear, Matth. vii.

81. * Not every one that saithunto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter

into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doth the will cf my
Father which is in heaven.* I think, if the promises had been
annexed to the knowledge of duties, then doubtless Balaam had
been in heaven. It is not the knowing Christian, but it is the
practising Christian, to v/hom the promises are made.
The second consideration to press you to the exercise cf known

duties is, it is the Christian that is taken up in practising, and
not the knowing Christian that is blessed: would ye know th*-

blessed Christian? It is net he that knows his duty only, but it

is he which knoweth his duty and doth it; according to th^c

word, John xiii. 17. * If ye know these things, happy are ye if

ye do them.' Where ye may see happiness is annexed to doing,

and not to knowing. I confess, if ye could speak your duty like

an angel, and if ye know the smallest command in scripture to

be a command lying at your door, yet if ye do it not, ye shall

never be blessed. O! know it, there are many knowing persona

in hell to-day.

The third consideration to press you
,
to practise is, it is the




