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Toux 5. Ver. 1,2,
Afrerthis there was a feaft of the lewes, and Iofns 'mntvpte,

Ternfalem. )
Now there is at Iersifalom by the [beepe-markes, apoole, which is
calledn the Hebreow songue Beshefdabasing fine perches.

¥ He foure Euangelifts dae write
% the hiftoric of Chrift,whichisof
® 4008, whereof 3974 are brief-
AN ly pafled oucr in his pedegree
 beginning at (Adams, Luke 3. So
A that there is 24- comainings And
or thele about 30. hefpent in priv
A uate,the other foure in his pub-
: like minifterie,

This Harmonie was firft divided into fixe parts:

1. Fromthe beginning of the Gofpell to Chrifts baps
tifme,

B 2 From
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2. From his baptifme,which was his inftallation into
his miniftrie,to the firlt Paffouer, when hee began to ma-
nifeft bimfelfe plainly. ‘

3. From the firft Paffouer to thefecond.,

4, Fromthe {fecondto the third.

5. Fromthethird tothe fourth,

6. From the fourth to his afcenfion.

Thisprefent hiftory is the firft hiftory of the third pare
of the Harmonie ,and of the fecord yeare of Chrilt his
publicke miniftery.

The reafon why wee doe cnd the firlt yeare with the
formerHiftory of Aatshews calling,and begin the fecond
yeare with this,is

Becaufe there isno Hiftory recorded after the former
but fome circumflance moucth vs tothinke it was done
after this Paffouer.

2. That circemflance which isfetdowne, Mar.3. 23,
thewcth that flory to beafter thisPaffeouer: for corne
was then ripe,which wasabout Pentecoft ,and therefore
after the Paffoucr,which was about March:and that is the
meaning of Luke,when he faith,Céap, 6.1, the ftcond Sab-
hath after the firft,ziz.the Paffcouer.

But here a queltion may be moued concerning Mathen
hisentertainment of Chrift, which feemes to hauc beene
prefently after his conuerfion.

Anfw. If we confider the circumftances, we (hallfinda
itotherwife ; for Aar.9.18 itisfaid, While Chrift fpake
thele things &c. namely, whiie he was reafoning and di-
fputing with the Pharifces & the difciples of fobwconcer=
ning companying wich Publicans, and fatting, Then
came Jairusthe Rulerunen him. Now he came not till a
long time after this paffeouer;as appearcth by Aarke.s.
and Luke: 8. aswe (hall fhew when we come to fpeake of
it,and therfore it followeth that the fealtof Mathew,vp-
on occafion whereot that difpure arofe , was not till after
thistime,

But why then is Masthew's calling and hisfeaftboth

' ioyned
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ioyned together by the Euangelifts 2

eAnf. 1. There is no neceffary conneion.

2 It is becaufe of the matter, which,concerning o1e
man , is alfo fet downe together, SoZebs his imprifin-
ment and beheading are puttogether : though hee were
long time in prifonbefore he was beheaded.

This Hiftory in generall (heweth what Chriftdd at
the Paffouer in Ierufalem the fecond time of his corrming
thither: and it containeth,

1. A famons Miracle, from the beginning to .he fif-
teenthverfe.

2. A difputation vpon it, unto the end of theChapter.

Inthe Afmracle are thefe branches. ‘

1. Thetime. 2. The place. 3. The Party cured. 4. The
~ occafion. 5. The manner of working. 6. The manife«
- ftation of ittobea true Miracle. 7. The cffolts. '

1. The Time is fet dowue indefinitely - There was a

feaft of the lewes : whereupon fome doubcts made what
: Feaftit was. Some fay it was the fealt of Tibernacles, and
> fome Pentecoft. But to omit the anfwenng of their rea-
" fons, which themfelues confeflt to be burconicurall : is
- will appeare plaincly that this was the Palleouer . Jobn
2. 14. thereis mention made of a Pafzouer,atter which
Chrilt preached in Iudza, and therene pafied cuzrche
* Feaft of Tabernacles and Pentecolt, For foh. 4. 5+
~ Chrift faith there were foure moneths to harueft,
which was about our Whitfontide: therctore Chrilt
- fpake that betweene December and lanuary,and the fealk
of Tabernacles was inSeptember :and fo Whitfontide or

* Pentecoft was paft long before.

“Moreouer the Paffeouer is callrd 1" égoxt, by 2 propris
cty, a bcait, thirteenc umesinthe new Teflament; by the

Euangelilts twelue times, andonce A, 18, 21. and it
. was the principall fealt, becauf¢ it was the firlt,and was
- inftituted for the remembrance of the greateft benefite,
and alfo wasthe moft linely type of Chrilt his facrifice.

Now in that Chrift went to Iernfalem to celebrate his
T B2 Paffes
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Paffeouer, we learn, That Chrilt was confcionableinkee.
ping all the ordinances of God, and that according to the
mumer prefcribed by God. He went to Ierufalem and
kejt not this feaft in Galilee : wherein wec ought toimi-
tate Chrift.

2. The occafion in generall is laid downe, v.6. in which
we nay confider theleparts. 1.The place. 2. The party
curec, 3. The occafion it felfe. 4. A conference that
Chrilthad with the man.

1, Theplaceis deferibed, 1. By the fituation of it. 2.The
name. 3. The roomes of it. 4. T he company.

1, Thr Situation in generall is in lcrufalem,a famous
City, whther all the Tribes reforted thrice inayeare, as
alfo the difperfed Iewes among the Gentiles, and more-
ouer many Profelites of all nations.

Dott. God dothby his wifdome and prouidence fo dif~
pofe of his great workes, as they may bemoft famous
thus he fent th: holy Ghoft, 4¢, 3. when fuch a multitnde
of all nations were come vp tolerufalem,&c.fo were the
Churches planed firft in moft famous Cities ,as Co.
rinth.&c. For fir}, hercby Gods Name comes to bemore
known,& he getsrhe greater glory: fecondly,the Church
is the more edified. ;

In Particular it isnoted to be by the place of the fheepe,
6% 77 wpeCamnd » fome vnderfand ayoce market , fome ?ay
the {heep-gate ; whrh is moft probable, becaufe mention
is made of fuch a gate nigh the Temple, Neb. 3.1. where
the Seuentietranflate £ {0, vfing the fame word. How
focuer, it was a place vhere theep were kept for facrifice,
Andthis heweth the rafon why there wasa poole there,

@iz.towath and water the fheepe that were brought thi-
ther s whichwasdone ina pious and retigious refpect te

thefacrificeof God, altaoughafterwardsthrough coue-
toufnefle it grew to fuch excefle,that they did fell for gain
inthe verie Temple. Andthus fhould they that haue au-
thoririe be carefull to prouidefuch things as are fitinthe
Church &c.far the fetting forth of the worthip of Sod.
a lue
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3 TheName : Bethefda,a houfe of pouring out ; wher-
by it fhould appearc , that the poole was not of ftanding
water , but fuch as came running in, int grear abundance
from fome Spring head - but in the Syriack it is called
Berbehefda by addingn, and itisavfuall thing in tranfla-
ting of fuch words as haue n in them,into Greeke,to leaue
outthatletter, This fignifietha houfe of mercie; which
name might be giuen varo it in remembrance of this gra«
cious worke of the Lord, in gining fuch vertue tothis
water - and this thewes the careof thepeople,to retaine
in memorie the workes of the Lord, Thus did Abraham,
for the fauing of his fonne Ifaac, Gen. 22:14. and Jacob,
Genz80 0. ' o

3 The Roomes, Fiuc Porches or Galleries , svds: it
fignifictha fpacious place to walke in. Thefc were made
forthe reliefe and good of thofe poore people, that they
might be driefrom winde and weather,becaufe they were
totarrie a great while before they could be healed ; and
accordingas the anmber of them did increafe, fothey
builded mo porches. There were fine porcbes. Thisis re-
corded asacommendable worke of charitie, for our imi-
tation,that God hauinggiuen vs abundance, we thould in
thankfulrefle to him, and charitie to relicuc them thae
want,beflow fomething on the poore.

Verf 3.. Inthefe lay a greas mmitinds of ficke folxe,of blinde,
balt andwithered wasting for the mosing of the water.

Verfl. 4.For an Angellwent downe at acertains feafon into the
poole,andtroubled the water : whofoeucr then firft after the
tronbling of the water,fcpped m, was made. whole of whatfoe~
wer difER[G b inad, SN »

FOurthly, the companie which was there: which is
defcribed,firft, by their number; fecondly, their condi-
tion,thirdly, the end of theirbéing there. S
x Their number is cxprcffch,whcn itisfaid that there
23 . Was
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wasa great multitude: which thewes, that in thofe daycs
they were many whom the Lord {courged, and laid his
heauie hand on them; as may appeare by this,and alfo
in that notwithftanding Chrilt did daily cure fo manie,
yet ftillmany more reforted vato him.

This came to paffe,firlt,becaufe of their owne finne, fe-
condly, for the manifeftation of Gods powerand glorie
now at the comming of Chrift : thirdly , thatit being a
thing fo-common, cueric one might the better apply it to
himfclfe,and take notice of his owne condition.

2 Theircondition: their diftrcfles are here faid to
be of foure kinds ;there were, fictt, ficke folke,weake and
fecbleperfons, fuchaswere vnable to helpe themfelues,
and fo weakned through fickncffe, chat they were paft or-
dinarie cure ;fecondly,Blinde,thirdly,Halt, fourthly, wi-
thered , all which difeafes could not be cured by ordinary
meanes.

Thisis firft,to thew chat this cure was miraculous, fe<
condly, hereby God would pull downe the pride of the
Iewes,that cuen in the middcftof their gloriouscitic,fuch
a companic of diftre@ed perfons was to be feenc, as a fpe-
&acle of their own condition ; which vfe we areto make
of the ficke that arc amongft vss thirdly, ithewes the
greargoodnefle and pitey of Chrilt,that he would come a-
mongft them. which teachethvs alfonot tocalt our cyes
afquint vpon poore ficke perfons, but rather to goe vnto
them,if we hauc any meanes of helpe ; like the Samaritan;

3 Theend why they lay here, which was to wait for
the meouing of the water : and the reafon of thisendis in
the fourth verfe, that by ftepping into the water at fuch a
time, they might be cured.

Hence we learn,’[‘h-g d:cf who were diflicflcd in body,
had a care to vfe the mcanesof recoueric. So we fee when
Chrift did manifett himfeife to haue diuine power to cure
difcafes,how all (uch as were fick reforted vntc him ; and
the reafon was, becau(e they were featible of theirbodily,
difcafes,” Toapply this to our fpirituall difcafes,t!éis con-

cmncs
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demnesvs,that webeing fickeand deadinfinne, doenot
yetregard the meanes of cure,

Thereafon of their wayting, fet downe verf 4.contains
the ftory of agreat miracle ; whereof therc are twopirts,
1.the meahes of working this cure, which was, troubled
water, 2 the meancs of atraining to it ,viz, the fteps
ping in.

In the meancs of working this cure.firft,there was wa-
tervled. Hence,toomit the allegories of fome vpon this
place,why water is herc vfed , ingenerall we may learne,
That God doth vfe meanes inthe working of his extraor-
dinary workes, Not but that he could doe them without
meancs : but it {5 pleafeth him to vie them,for the triall of
our obedience. and it teacheth vs to bee carefullyin the
vic of all meanas that God hath appointed for the effe-
&ing of any thing, Secondly, it was Troubled water.New
troubled waters are not wholfome , and gocd for cure as
cleere watersare ; but this wasio flivw Gods vaaaordina-
ric power, and that the cure came from him not from the
water. Hence the Do&rine is , That God canmake any
meanes powerfull for the ¢ ffecting of that which hee will
Raue done;; yea, thengh the things bee neuer fo vnlikely
and contrary : as woodto bring vp iron, 2. Kixgs 6 6.Salt
to make water fweet, 2.Kirgs 2.21.22, Clay and fpittie to
cure the blinde.

For the worke is only fromthe Lord, and not from
the meanes: but God doth it to draw our minds fromthe
meancs, to the confideration of a higher autor.  Where-
fore we are not to tye Gods power vntothe meanes;or in
thofe meanes that Ged hath appointed, to difpute of the
fitnefle and gocdnefle of them, as Naaman did.

To apply this to tlic mcancs of faluation, it teachethvs
¢o confider theordinance of God, andnot the weakneffe
of the meares. The want of which confideration made
both Iewes & Gentiles to {tumble at the Gofpel of Chrilt,
and nctto reape thar benefic by the miniftery of the Apo-
ftics as otherwife they might. o
i 3. The
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) 3. The Caufeof the troubling of the water is hereex-
prefled tobee an Angcl. Some reade the text, an Angel of
God ; but that he was (o, is plainly implyed by this dgiuinc
and good worke whercabout hee wasfent, Many quefti-
ons are here moued about this Angel; which feeing they
are but curiofitiesand meere conicctures, wee will omit,
In general we may kearn,That God hath made thefe glori-
ous Angels to be his minilters for the good of men:{oare
they called miniftring Spirits ;and fo we readethey were
Cent from time to time to the children of God to comfort,
todefend them, &c.

But a particular reafon of thefending of an Angell here,
was that they might know, that the vertue to cure came
notfrom the goodnefle of the water, but that it wasadi-
uine worke, fecing that the water could rot cure till the
meflenger of God from Heauen was come.

2. Ttwas for the honour and glory of God tohaue fuck
glorionsmﬁm‘ngere. .

3. This wasa great honour whichGod doth tomen,in
ending Angels tothem 5 which thould teach vsto refpe®
this honour,and by way of gratefulneffe to honour him a.
gaine, by hauing our hearts filled with an holy admiration
of Gods great workes,as P/al.8. and yct take wee heed of
giuing this honour due to God vntothe Angels, afinne
whereunto weare much fubie&, Col.2.18.

4. The Time when this water was troubled is indefi-
nitely fet downe, [ 42 4 certaine feafon.

weff. A queltion is made, whether the time werefet
and fixed when the Angeldid come downc ; as ateuery fo-
lemne Feaft, or onthe Sabbath day,&c.

Anfw. There wasno fet time, as appeares,firft,becaufe
there were {o many continnally waiting for the mouing
of the water; which they needed not to haue done, feeing
they might haue come atthe fet time onely. Secondly,be-
caufe there was a figne giucn of the Angels comming
downe, wiz. the water was troubled,which needed not, if
they had knowne that hee did come downe ata certaine

houre.
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howre. Thirdly, the long time of their abiding and waiting
heze,and the word xsser.tranflated feafon, implies no certaine
time, but is indefinitely taken here, and {o vicd in mauy other
places.

The seafon why this was vncertaineis, that they might
wait, which thing they did. So muft wee, feeing the Spirit
bloweth where it liteth, atrend ftill vpon the preaching ofthe
Word becaufe if one time we find not comfort, another time
wemay,fo that we oughtto come flill. The like muft we doe
inall things whereofthe feafon is kept clofe vnto the Lord,
and voknowne tovs. Somuch for the meanes of working
this cure.

2. The fecond point, is the meanes of attaining vnto this
cure ; which was Stepping into he water. And this is ampli-
fied, Firft, by the Reftraint,beonely was cured thas firft fiepped
sm. Secondly, by theiffue and effe of ity be was made whole,
¢Fc.The water was the meanes wherby the cure was wrough,
andthey that would beecured muft fieppe in. Hence the Do-
&rine is, Thatthey that obraine ablefling inuft vie the meanes:
eAdit27.32.

Now in temporal things al men are ready to vfe the meanes
of obuaining any good : but inthings fpirituall, weeall flum-
ble and faile, Wherefore fceing God hath appointed his
‘Wordand Sacraments the meanes for our faluation, we ought
to be concionable in the vfe ofthem. And whereasmany flee
vito Predeftination,thar they need not vie the meanes, feeing
ifGod haue eleéted them,they fhallbe faued ; we muit con-
fider, that God,who choofeth vs vnto thisend, hath ordained
meanesto bring vsvnto it. Neither doth this vie of the meanes
withdraw our hearts from depending on the prouidence of
God,but in a moderate vie of them,our hearts are more lifted
vp tothe confideration thereof,

The Reftraint ffands in this,that but one was cured at once
he that wene in fir} : not becaufe God was able to cure nc;
more,but firft,to thew that the vertue came not from the wa-
ter,but was in the willof God.Secondly to caufe thé to irive
togoe infirlt. Thirdly, to thew that this was not fo much for

C acot-
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a corporall goodasfor a fpirituall orto draw their mind to
confiderof his power and prefence among them. We may
here apply this to the meanesof faluation, that as there was
here a firife to enter into the water: fo invs there fheuld be
a {irife after the Word of God, and an ende.uourco follow it,
asit wasin Johms time,when the kingdome of Heauen fuftered
violence, Butthe infru&tion that nawrally arifeth herce, is
this ; Thacmeanes are not further powertull, then God doth
giue a bleffing vnto them, So here,it being the will of God
that but one fhould bec cured, he that camein after the firR
found no helpe,the water wasbut commen water to him. So
the Sea that was a wall o the Ifraclites,drowned the Agypti-
ans. S0 1.£07.3.7.

For although God haue appointed the meanes, yet he fili
retaines his power oucr themn. And without the will of God,
the creature is neither willing , or able to doe e
good.

Wherefore in the vic of the meanes, let vs pray to God for
a bleffing,and depend on him,not doting vpon the meanes, as
e4/a did on his Phifitions.

Yer further,in this Reftrainc obferve alfo an extent : for
although butthe firft were cured ; yet whofocuer this Firfh
were,and of whatfoeuer difeafe he were fick he was certaine-
Yy cured,which fhewes.

That God in beftowing of his gifts, is na_refpe@er of per-
fons. And the reafon,for thatthe ground of his workes is in
himfelfe ;and from his owne goodues,and not from any thing
mman.Which may ferue for 20 Incouragement to all to come
0 God.

The Ilue,oreffe& may be confidered firft,initfelfe; 2. in
the Extent.

The formeris ; That he that fiepped into the warer was
furely cured. Whence ingeuerall arifech this Do&rine : That
a right vfe of the meancs appointed by God, and vied in that
manner that God hath appointed, fhall affuredly be effeGtuall
as appeares by the example of Xaaman : and the blinde man
whom Chrift bad goe and wafh.

Reafon



VERSS. she fifih of 1 o H .

11

" Reafon is,becaule Gods honour and truth is herein ingaged
hee hauing promiﬁ:d fo much. Whercfore wee mayrefton
it

Obic8. Burmany hearethe Word and reapeno benefit by
it.

eAnfiwer. Tt is becaufz they heare it not as they ought.
For nor he that went into the water, but hee that wentinfirft
wascured : fo they only receiue proficby the word that heare
it attentiucly and reverently,and mixing it with faith. Hebr.

.2’
4 Wherefore this isa rule, That if themeanes be notefieual,
we faile in the vfe of them. .

The Extentis chat they were cured of whatfoeder difea{c
they had. C

1’3,&. God isable to cure al! diffeafes, Which is 2: macter
of confolation to vs whatfoeuer our diftreffe bee, .

Now for the Manifeftation of this to-be a crue miracle thefe
circumftancesnay be allcadgcd : Firft; thatthe -water was
troubled,and fo not fo fit for cure, as cleare water. Sccondly,
that this was wrought by an Angell comming downe from
Heauen ; which fhewesic tobea diuine worke. 3.. That the
cure wasreftrayned only to that time ;. which thewes, it was
wot naturall feeing nether befare, norafter;it could worke the
like effe&t. 4. that vone butthe firft could be cured. 5. thacall
difeafes,whatfocuer they were, were here cured, All which
fhew it to be a true miracle,and alio a great miracle, and alfo
a great miracle the like whereof we doe not read recorded,
andit is wonder that there is no whete mention made of it
but only inthisplace. By it we may zoufider ofthe goodnes
of God roward his people the Jewes; who were now without
a Propher,and fo had continued a grear while before the com-
ming of Chrift,to the end,thattheir mindesmight be the more
rayledvpro looke vato Chrift.God therefore for a token,and
euidence of his prefence among them, thac hee was yet cheir
God,and that he had not reietted them,giuech voto them this
extraordinary miracle, and that in the Cuy of lerufalern, that
all might the better take notice of it.3.God wrought this great

Ca2 worke
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worke fora confirmationofthe true s;v:;rﬂ\i; ofhim.
Dedt. Solongas 2 People doe remaine the people of God,
he alwaics giues fome figne of his prefence among(t chem.

Vetl.s. And acersaine manwas there which bad infirmstic thir.
2y and eight yeeres.

V E are now come to the 3, Partof this miracle, wiz.

the Party endured who 1s fet downe indefinitely to
bea cerraine man, Secondly he is defcribed his condition, that
he was difeafed 38.yecres.

Inthathe isanly called a certaine man, icimplies, that hee
was a man ofno grearname or note, but that he was a poorc
man ; asalfoappeares,inthat he had layne here fo long with-
out helpe ; forif he had beena rich man,he might haue hired
fome to put himrin. Yee Chiift makes choice of this man, 1o
{hew his power our him. Which theswes the freencffe ofhis
grace :a point often noted.

Moreouer of all the company that washere,he made choice
ofone onely ta cure him : which he did,Firtt, becaufe it was
fufficient for himto fhew what he was able to doc vpon one
as wellas vpon many.Sccondly,that it might be an encouragea
ment to others to fecke vnto him. Sothat if no other but this
man were here cured, it was their owne fault, not‘coxmning
vato Chrift. For we neuer read that he refuted any that came
vyato him for helpe and comfort, Thirdly,to (hew that he was
bound.to none,but what he did, hedid voluntarily, and fohe
chufech a poore man,one that deferuedleait.

Here we are to take notice of Gods dealing, how he be-
ftoweth his fauour but vpon few,in refpet ot the multituderas
inthe Deluge. Soof many thoufands that came outof Agypr,
two only entred into Canaan : of foure grounds that recciue
{eed,only one bringetlyfoorth fruit. See Afarh. 2¢.16- many
come to the word, but few are cured by the minittery thereof,
Neither let me here expoftulate,and contend with Gud, for it
is Gods goadnes that he hath appointed meanes, and thathee

doth
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doth make themeffe&uall to any.And fo thatmay be anfwe-
redto them rhat Chrift doth, Matsh.20.15. 2. The confcicn-
eesof wicked men fhall tell them, that they haue not done all
that which they might,and baue not vied that ability which
God gaue them to doe good. But for thofe on whom God
fheweth fauour,who arecoruerted by the word,this is, Firft,
to magpifie the goodneflc of God, that butofa few it hath
pleafed him to make choiccofthem. Secondly to catch them
to honour God,who hath fo much honoured themby a godly
life,and not to be like vnto the multitude.

The Condition by which this man is defcribed,is, that bee
bad ansnfirmity 38, yeeres.@c.If the circumftances be conii-
dered,we fhall ay that he was of all the company one ofthe
moft miferable ; Firf},in that it isfayd, be was difeafed ; thatis,
asthe originallﬁgniﬁcth,thc difeafe had (o long growne vpon
him,and {0 much infe&ed him, that he was vnable to helpe
hinfelfe, Secondly,in that itisfayd, he was [in] this weake-
neffe ;that is the difeafe had ouer-whelmed him, and wholy
pofleffed him in all parts. Thirdly,in that he found no helpe
at all to fuccour him. Fousthly, that to hisdifeafe there was
added pouerty ; and pouerty ioyned with ficknefle makes it
much themore grieuous.  Fifthly, The continuance of it, that
he had becn ficke 38.yceres, fhewes the greatnefle of his mi-
fery.

;)ofl. Chrift makes choice of the moft wretched and mife-
rable to fuccour them :a pointto be obterued in moft of his
miracles. Which hee doth for the magnifying of his mercy
both in it felfe for the greatnes of mijery doth amplifie the
greatnes of mercy. 2,And alfo in the apprehenfion of the party
helped that he may the more highly prize and eftecme ofic,
and themore gracefully accept of itas Paw/doth,1.Tim.1.13

Ffe. Ta teach vs thacthe greatnes of ourmifery fhould be
{o farre fromn making vs doubt,and defpaire of fuccour, asra-
ther to minifter to vs hope to be releiued of our mifery, being
a fitobieét tor Chrifls mercy to work vpon.

Now although this man had lien a long time inthisdifeafe,
yet atlength the Lord fenc himhelpe. Hence we learne.That

C3 though
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though the Lord {uffer men a long time tolie inmifery yet at
the lengeh he atfordeth themcomtore and releife. This man
was ficke.38. yeeres; the woman with the bloody iffue 3 2.
yeares; the womanbound by Satan 18. yeares : the blinde
man, feh.g.till he came to mansage,as Verl;2 1.{0 the Cripple
Al 4.2.yetallcured, The captivity was 70.yeres, yetatlength
they returned: 2, Chronlat.Exr.1. Abrahams(eed in bondage
400 yeares,yet at lengeh delered. So Satan hath beene let
loofe now 600.yceres Ren.20.7.yea,the Church hath almoft
6oco.yeeres been in continuall warfare;; yet fhall ac length tri-
umphin heauen, The reafon why God doth thus difpok of
it,is 3 Firft,in regard of himiclfe that his power,and glory,and
mercy may bethe more manitelied; a5 fok. p.03-and 171.4.
Secondly in regard of man, for che triall of his patience : for the
contiuance of a mifery doth more triea mans patience then
the Weightof it .

Neucrtheleffe,God doth fend helpe firft ro manifet his wif
dome care and prouidence,that he doch nex forfake and forger
them though he haue deferred to helpe them, Sccondly to
misifter comfort to thofe that haue long been in mifery, when
the yfhall fee others in like cafe comforted.

V/'e,is not to be difcouraged, becaufe of the long continu-
ance of our afflictions ; butthat we confider,that their is fome
end orother, why the Lord doth deferrc to help vs.  And thae
God hereinaimes at our good,as well as his owne glory thac
herebybe willhaue our hearrs purged, our mindes weaned
from the world, and defire of heauen more increafed : fothat
the iffue and fruit of our affliction (hall recompence the grie-
uouinefe of it.If this iman had been cured, bcf%cxc he hadnot
cometo thatknowledge of Chrift and foto remiffion of fins
as now hedid ; as Verf.14.wherefore we muft wait on God
with patience : Hab,2.3. and vphold our felues Fird by faich
beleiuing that God doth herein deale withvs asa wife God,
and a mercifull father. Secondly by Hope o ftrengthen our
faith and to make vs looke for both prefentaffiftance in trou-
bles,and future deliverance from them.

Verli6.
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Verl.6. When Iefus faw bimslie and knew thas he bad beon now
along time in that cafe

TH: fourth part of this miracle, isthe Occafion herelayd
downe,confifting of two branches :Firft, Chrifts fight of
his prefentmifery. Secondly hisknowledge of bis former ¢
Rate,

From the Fir{t,this Do&.arifeth, That the fight of our 1ni-
ferie isamortiue to firre vp Chrilt to compaflion toward vs.
Which ought to minifter vnto vs a further fground of patience
and comfort in afflitions : a point heretotore often noted in
Chrifts miracles.

Fromthe {econd that Chrift did only fee his miferable e~
ftate, but did alfo take notice of the circumRances of it, or that
hehad folong continued in it,we learn; That Chrift isnotig-
norant of the circumftances of our mifery the time the kinde,
manner and meafureas Lxk.13.16. Exod.3.7. This is ano-
ther ground of great comfott that howfoeuer the greatnesof
our mifery be ynknowne to men, yeticisall knowne to God,
who doth accordingly pitty vs.

Verl 6. —— hee faich vmto him , Wils show bee made
whole ?

Veil.7. Theimpotens man anfwered, Sir, I bane no man,when
thewaser is tronbled o put meintothe Poole : but while I am
commwaing an other fRepperh downe before mee.

T Hefe words containe the fifth part of this miracle, iz.the
Preparation to this miracle. How Chrift preparcth this
man,and the re@ there prefent,to the obferuation of the mira-
cle,it confiftsin a conference betweene Chrift and the man.
Wherein obferue, Firft,Chrift his Queftion. Secondly, The

mans An{vere.
Chrifts Queltion is Wit thou be made whole ? a Rrange que-
flion,;may fomethinke. For did not the man come hither for
that

15
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thacpurpole ? and was Chriid ignoraat of thae, or doth hee
{peake itto galtandvexe him. No,buc tor thefe reafons:

t. Tothew thotic was notin this mans power to heale
himfelfe ; chacbe did it not voluntarily ; thac he lay fo long
heere, but ot n:ceificy , becaufe no man would helpe
him.

2. Toworkein hima defire of cure,and likewife a hope to
haue (ome helpe of Chrift .

3. Tomoucthe partic himfelfe to attend this worke that
he meane to doe vpon him; as alfo to moue the re@ ofthe
company,and thofe that were prefeat to mark it, For th
wouldthinke : Surely he meanes todoe fome thing, that hee
doth aske him this queftion.

4.To (hew indeed thache did cake compaffion on him, and
did commiferate his eftate.

s- To manifeft his owne preuentinggrace, inthat Chrift
fought him,before he thought on Chrifi,

Fromall thefedoe arife feuerall infru@ions : as

1. Thatthey who by neceffity, by the hand of God, are
brought into miferies are efpecially to be pittied ; and not fuch
as fora little eafe doe make themf€lyes miferable as doe many
beggers.

2. Thatthey whoarebroughtto a fight of their mifery,
and a defire and hope of comfort, ate fit to receiue eafe and
corntortfrom Chrifd,

3+ That Chriftfo ordered his great workes as moft may
take notice of them; and {o we are to attend to the workes of
God,that they be not lightly ouerflipe.

4 That knowledge of cur mieries workes compaffion in
Chrit.

5. that Chrift thinkes of helping them, who thinke not of
teeking of fuccour from him.Sec Efay 65.1. Thisisto be obfer-
ued of vs,becaule it is verefied in the conuerfion of euery one of
vs. As in the conuerfion of 4dam; God fought him, when he
fled from God:: foitiseuer fince: And this is to the end that
e may giue all the praife of our conuertion to him.

In the Anfwere ofthe man we note 1.The tice Hegiues vn-
- w©
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to Chrift.Secondly the fubftance ofhis Anfwere.

1. Sirs A word giuen to men in occafion of fpeach, argu-
uing Firft,a reuerence chat he gave vato Chrifte A pointim-
mitable of vs,becaufe Chritianity doth not ouerthrow ciuiley,
but eftablithit ; efpecially thisisto bee vled when a kindnes is
oftered ; for thisisa figne of gratefulneffe,and the contrary of
Ingratitude ; as of Nabal to Danid.

2. Asthisfhewed hisreuerence,fo itargueth his ignorance
of Chrift,that he knew him notto be Chrilt; ifhee had, hee
would haue giuen hiim another title like Narhaneel, loba1. 49.
and haue defired helpe of him rather,then {hewed thereafon
why he wasnot helped before,as now hedoth.

Doélrine, Ygnorarice of Chrift his Power,his Goodnes, his
Nature and Offices,make vs backeward, and careleffe in {ee-
king thofe good things at his hands;whichotherwife we might
rectiuc ; Job.g.10. for knowledge isthe-ground of all other
graces,and without this we netier fedke'fef them. Which con-
demneth the ignorance of men,and téatiéth vsto ibouir dfter
thisgrace.

2. Inthe Subfance of his anfwer confider, Fir,thacal-
though thismanhad a long timelien here in great mifery, yet
hauing now occafion to fpeske ofie, he turmutés not againft
God,heis not bitter,hee enuicth notthofe that werit inbefore
him,but only maketh a plaine narracion of the nmatter ; which
fhewes his patience, otherwife thenmany ;who ifthey finde no
helpe will fret and fume,accufe both God and man, &c.an ex-
ample of fuch murmurs : fee 2.King.6.33.

2.Marke the reafon that thould moue him thus to declare
his cafe vato Chri,ir was,Firft, becaufe he hada defire that
Chritt fhould helpe him inzo the Poole. Secondly for thathee
hoped that Chrift would doe fo. So thac all this while hee
thought of no other meances of cure,but of the Poole. Where
hauing feen many euidencesof Gocis power in curing of other,
hismindeis fixed vponit,only tying, the power of Godvnto
this water,and notconfideringtha: he was-able to curc him
by other meanes.So the Ifraclites, 774/, 78.20.and hencethis is
the faultof moft, That we tic Gods powver to thofc mca}r:cs

D that
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that he ordaines. Whereas we {hould account of them but
as of particular euidences ot Gods Power in generall, where-
by heisableto make other meances effe@uall,

More dittin&tly this anfwere doth fetforth voto vs. Firft,
the inhumanity of the Spe&ators and inhabitants about this
place, that none would vouchfate to helpe this poore man,
folong and piciifully diftreffed to puthiminto thepeole ; e-
fpecially this being a place belides the Temple : whetherthe
scribes and Pharifes,who made fuch pretence of Picty,did day:
ly retoresyet fee what wancof charity chere was in them,which
{hewes their pietic was but bypocrific. And wefce that Chrift
doth many times taxe them of crucltie. Sointhe Parable of
the Samarttane, Chrift faith that it wasthe Prictand Leuite
that were vamercifull.

2. This fhewes the defire both of the man himflfe, and
alfo of allthe reft; that is, to be cured by the water ; and for
this caufe, there was a great ftrife among themto goe infirft.
The like defire and endeauour fhould beiin vs after the fpirieu-
all meancs of faluation.

Verli6. _And therefore the Iewes did perfecwte lefns, and
Jought 2o iay bim , becasfe he bhad done thefe shings on the
Sabboth day.

Verl.t 7. Bue lefics anfwered shem, My Fasker worketh hi.
therso and [ worke,

~¥He eftce&ts that followed vpon the miracle was, 1. Tn re-
gard ofthe Jewes, who reprooued the man, becaule he

did as lefusbid, verfe 1o. 2. Inregard of the man himfelie,
who iuftifies his action by Chrifts authority, verle 11, 3. In
regard of Chrift, who firlt corucies himelte out of the way
for a time, verfe 13, Afterwards mceting this man in the
Temple, gines him direction how to carry himnfelfe for the
time to come, verle 14, Atter Chrilt had made himfeife
knowne to the man, he goeth prefently to the Iewes, and de-
lares who it was that had healed him, verfe 15. Whereinhe
did
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did well,becaufe, 1. The worke was good,viz. to publifh the
workes of Chrift,and to manifeft his glory, 2. Hisminde here-
in was good. 3. And the end, 2sz. to inftrut the Tewes, who
before he knew to beignorant, In the fixteenth verfe is laide
downe a fecond effect of this miracle, inregard of the Tewes,
viz. Their perfecution of Chrit. Whence i generall we may
obfeque,that malicious and wicked hypocrites will fparenone.
Their reproofe of the poore man might haue fomne pretence
to fhadow it,they comming with a religious pretence of the
Sabbath. And becaufe, hree hauing beene fo long time ficke,
might bee ignorant of what fhould bee done of the Sabbath.
But now inthat they pecfecute Chrift alfo, by whofe autho-
rity this man had doneit ; and of whofe Diuine Power they
had fo many euidences, it fhewes plainly that the former
came from malice, and not trom any religious care of the Sab-
bath. Thusitis the nature of malice at lengeh to fhew - felfe
like poyfon ina mansbody, and fire that willnot long lie hid.
Thisappearesin Papifts, who although they pretend Religi-
on, yet their fecret malice doth oft breake out in treafons, re-
bellions, &c.

Now this as it is laid downeas a fecond efie@t, fois it alfo
ferdowne as a Tranfition to the fecond part of this Chapter,
and an occafion of that difputation following : more particu-
lasly note here.

1. The efel whichis two fold. Firt they did Perfecucc,
Secondly, they foughe to flay Chritt.

2. TheReafon ofit.

Here, fir inarke che Inference how thisis brought in vpon
the former, The a%tion of theman was good and commen-
dable, viz.to Preach Chuiit, yet chercfore did they perfecure
Chriit. Hence the Doctrine is wicked and malicious, men
may take occaiion from gnod and commendableadtions to
bring to pafle many miichieuous workes , as is pline by
Cain. Gen.4.8.and 1. fohn 3. 12.and [fmael. Ges 21. 9.
¢t Gitlg. 29, becaufe T/aack was regencrate : and thus did the
lewes againltthe Piophets and Chrift himfelfe,

Reafon s, becaufe of the poylonous nature in wicked men,

D2 which
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- which like the Spider turne the fweeteftthings into poyfon,
#7¢ Not to Centire the a&tions of men, though fome euils
and pufchiefes are raifed thereupon by wicked men, but to
confider the aftion whether it be good and inflifiable; and fo
the occation only takenand aot giuen.

1. They perfccute Chrift. The word is taken from. Hun-
ters, thac purfuecthe bea(t and fuffer himnot to be acret, till
he be taken. Which notably fetteth forth the purpofe of the
Jewes, that they would bring him betore the High Prie&; and
Rulers, and there accute himy, and condemuie him. 8. The
caufe of all this, istheir owne malice whetted on by fupes(isi-
on and ambition.Vieis, that we doeloake forthe like, endu~
ring the Crofle, anddefpifing the fhameas Chrididid. &ce.

2. They fought to flay Chrift: note herey firft the Extent
of theirrage ia this word Shey. Secondly the Reltraint of it,
in this word Sesghe.

Dodlrine 1. Perlecutors of Gods Minilers -are - fatisfied-
with nothing but blood, and {o are they called blood fuckers;
and the metaphor of Hunters betore vied, fitly fhewcth this,
So fer. 38, 44 1. King.19. 2. Nothing would {auisfie the
Jewes, but to haue Chrift crucified.

Reafonand ground of itis asanimmortall hatred and yp-
fatiable defire of blood, fo alfo a fecret feate that wicked men
haue, that they thinke themiclues not fecure, till fuch be taken:
away. :

F/eis therefore,alwaies tolook for oae trouble afteranother
tillwe be dead. So though much be patt, yet ftill topreparc
tor more : vatill we come to that reft, which reimaineth for
the children of God.

Dofirine 2. From the Reflraiot that they onely foughe,
but did not cffect: its we learne that, Wicked men doe not
alwaies preuaileaccording to their defires and intents : as here
thefe Jewes againft Chrif}, nor Herod againt Peser, ashehad
agaialt James, nov Tezabel againft Elsab, nox the fowesthat
{ought to kill ‘Pasd.

Reafon. Porthere isone that rules and " direéts all thines,
andhath appointed an houre, in which they fhall be done : as

John
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Johw 7. 30.cum Leke 22. 53,

Ffe. - Thisisa ground of great conifort and encouragement
to the Godly, that God will at length refiraine and bridle the
enemy howfocuer in his wifedome for caufesthathe fees good
he fuffers themto preuaile a while : this fhould teach vs o
teultin God, to feare him onely, and to bee conftant. in our
profeffion.

The Reafon isfer downe, becaufe he had done thefethings
on the Sabboth day: which the Euangelift layes downe not
as if it were thetruie onely reafon indeed, but as the reafon
which they pretended. Hereby fhewing, Firft their fuper(ti-
tion, thag they flood fo much vpon the outward rites, that
they negledied the maine workes of the Sabbeth. Where we
may fee thenature of fuperflition, that it is bufied about fha-
dowes, letting goe the fubftance : and alfo the danger of i,
making meneager perfecutorsof fuch asdoeallow of their in-
ucptigns: Secondly, their Hypocrifie that they did fofeuere~
ly reproue amanfor.{hew of breakiog the Sabboth ; yet make
no confcience themfelues to perfecuteand tafeekeramurder,
and that without a caufe, cuen vpon the Sabboth day, asitis
probable. And thus alfo deale the Papifts..

Ver. 17. Here note,. Firt}, the Generall e Chrifts anfwere.
Secondly, what kinde-of anfwere thiswase Fir, confider to
whom,Chrit: doth.make this Apologie.: it wasto fuch as
ware capriou(ly and maliciou(ly, bent againft him, to depraue
the, hongur of: God in this good, worke.denc-to this. poore
man. Neuerthicleffe, in that Chritt vouchfafeth an antivere
vito them, we learpe : Though Chriftmeer with wicked men,

yet their malice could not makehim leaue hisgoodneffe. Now -

hee.antivereth themshere. Fief}, io regard of Gad, thatthe
Truth 3nd worke of God miglu hesiudtified, - Secondly, in re-
gard of bis Difctples,and of this poore men, who now began
to.belepuc in him: to trengthen their faith thatchey (hould
not be moucd withthe caucls of the aduerfaries: Thirdly, and

ofthef alfo, cither to winne them if it might be, or to make -

them the moreinexcufable,
Vie. That this minde be alfoiinvs, P4, 2. g.to be good
D3 and
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and kinde, not only to the kinde, but to maliciousand euill
men. 2.7, 2. 25. Roms.12. 21. thisisa propertie of Chri-
{tanicie, nature teacheth vs che other,

Inthe Apologic it felte, confider we, firft, the meaning of’
the words.

My Father] thisis ment of the fict Perfon, itbeing {poken
inrelation to Chrit, Wherefore he faith | msy] worketh] thac
is, he ficeeth not sdiely in the Heauens, but he1s bufied and im-
ployed in goucrning and preferuing all chings.

Histherto} from the beginning of the World, continually
without intermiflion vpon euery day, the Sabbath not excep-
ted. For thisisa reafon, that therefore workes may bee done!
vpoa the Sabbath day. That which might bec obiccted ,
Gen. 2. 2. ismeant only of workes of Creation.

And [ worke |Hereisafimilicude,and a likenesimplied : as
lice worketh coutinually and is blameleffe, {0 I hauing the
fame authority, doe worke and am blamelefle. Secondly,
that I worke with che Father, and the Father with me ; that
which I doe theFacher doth;and what the Fatherdoth, I doe.

So that here are contained ewo grounds of his defence.

1. The Authority of himfelfe.

2 The condition ofthe worke that he doth.

From the former, the. Argument isthis: God the Father
worketh cuery duy,cuen on the Sabbachsand is not to be bla-
med. Bue Tam Gods Sonne,and haue the (ame auchoritie with
him; Therefore though Tworke vpon the Sabbath day, Tam
nnt to be blamed.

From the fecond, the Argument is this: Dinine workes may
be lawfully done vpon the Sabbath days But this is a Dinine
worke, whereinthe Father worketh, and T with him: Ergo,
itmay be lawfully done onthe Sabbath. We read in the Gof-
pell of diuerskindes of Apologies that Chrift vieth taken fome
from one thing, fome fromanother. Here he viethan Apolo-
gy only proper co himitlie, drawne from great and high mifte-
ries which he doth partly o confirme hisauchority, partly to”
confute the conceits of nis aductfarics : Becaufe the poore
man hadalleadged his authority for whathe did, and they ca-

uelled



{7“5 RS.16.17. A Exp;ﬁ}}b;z vpon

———

23

uelled againft it malicioufly, faying, #hazmanis this. Chrit
therefore doth giue themto vnderftand, that heis no man,but
God, equall wich the Father, & therfore of fufficient authority
to command him,and to iuflifie what himfelfe hath done &,

Obferu¢ here a greac incouragement to ftand tothe truch fo
far as it is knowne vnto, becaufc God will flill vouchfafe more
illightening and confiymationdayly. So Chriftdothnow re-
ucale himfelfe tnanifefily whathee was vito this poore man
whabefore had food for him.

3. Thismay be a waming to all captious and malicious
men,though they may for awhile make faire gloffes,yerinthe
end their madnes will be knowne 2.7ms.3.9.

3. Further here note,how thisanfweris made of Chrift to
preucnt an obietion that the Iewes might vige, concerning
Godsrefting on the feuenth day.

The fumme of this apologicis, a Demonftrationof thee-
quality betweene the Father and the Sonne, The branches of
itare two ; Firft,what the Father doth.Secondly Chrifts like-
nes with him in that.

Of'the Firft,there are two parts.

1- A dif¢ription of the firft Perfon,my Father,

2. A declarationof his worke- workesh. .

Inthe Defeription wee will fhew,Fir(?, how this relation of
Father is taken commonly- Secondly how properlyin regard,
of Chrift-For fo the word my, fheweth a kind of propricty and
peculiarity.

Itistaken commonly, 1.inreferencetoall creatures by vercuc
of creacion,So God is called the Father of the Raine. /e6 58.28.
a.Jnreference to Angels:fob 1.6, and tha fir},inregard of the
Image of God in which they were crcated and: fiill remaine,
Secondly, in regard of that fpeciall loue manifeted to them,
that God vouchtafeth themto bealwaiesin hisprefence, 3.1n
refercice to men, befidesthe former refpe&t of creation. Ifirﬁ,
in a ciuill 1eipeét, inregard of their Otfice whadoeuer their
Quality bec. So Magitirates are called the Sonnes of God.
Secondly,in a Spirituall retpect ; Firtt, by vertue of Adoprich
God bauing takenthem to be Lis Sonnes:Roms 8. Secandly by

vertuie
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vertue of Regeneration,he hauing begoteen vs againe to him-
{elfe-foh 12,13

3. It is Proper to Chrift ina double refped, Firft, in regard
of cternall generation,as he is God eternall of the fame fub-
ftance wich the father. Heb.1.5-6° Ioh.3 16. Secondly, Ashe
is Mediator,God and Man, by reafon of the perfonall’ and hy-
pofiaticall vaion of the two Nacures : Luk.1.32-35.

V{esto be made of this,are,Firft, That Chrit being the na-
wurall and true proper Sonne of God hence it is,that we come
to be the Sonnes of God. [0b.8-36-feb.1.12.for whom Chrift
admits for his brethren , .them will -God admit for his
Sonnes. - . :

2. This isthe ground of Chrifts Intercefhion ;-heeis Gods
Sonne,and the Sonne of his loue IfGod giae vs hisSonne, he
will giue vs all things with him,he denies him norhing. Pfala,
8.Rom 8.32- :

3. Notehere the honour of che:Saints, thatwee are ynited
and made one with him,that is, the Sonne. So are the Saings
cajled Chrift-1.Cor.12.12.

4+ Thisfets forth the loue of God, that he did not fpare his
only Sonne; and alfo of Chirft,thathe would vouchfate to bee
the Sonne of man.

s- Thisteacheth vs our duty, wiz.to kiffethe Son, to adore
and worlhip him,8cc-

2. Thefecond part was the Devlararion of the worke and
Prouidenceof God.

Doétrine. God who firlt made all chings by his might
Word,doth iill vphold,gouerneand guide themby his wﬂ{
& goodprouidence:not likea Carpenter thatbuilds a houfe and
leauesit: or likethe Ofirich,that layes her epges, and leaues
them in fand to betrodden of beaflss Jo£ 39-36:but lik= 2 mo.
ther that brings forth a childe and nouritheth it. This proui-
dence of God is proued.Firft, by the namesand ticles giuen to
God.For this caufe God iscaled Jebowabsnoting a prefence il
affvfiant,which name wasnot giuen him: betore the fenenth
dgyafter hehad madeall things ; befone he wascalled Elohim,
amighty God.Ges.2.4.

This



VERS.I6.17¢ An Expefition vpon

This name is compounded ofthe prefent, pretersz, and fu-
ture tence :as Restel.1.4. in this regard are many names giuen
vnto Places ; asGen.22.14.and 16414,

2. Bytheeffe&sofit :as in lob the 38.39.40.4Y.chapters.
allwhich, and thelike are euident proofes of Gods proui-
dence.

If any obie@:That many good things hapen vnto the wick-
ed,and many euill things vnto the godlic ; and therefore {hall
denie the prouidence of God.

Ianfwer: Firft, That the ground of this,and fo of all other
mifordersis finne, Secondly, that the feeming good things
that cowe to the wicked are indeed euill thingsand turne to
their deftrution. Andchofe euill things that come to the
godly are indeed good tothem, and turne to their benefit.
Thirdly , Many thingsinthis world feeme to fall out crofly, to
the end that we might looke for that general indgement ,when
euerie thing fhall bee ordered according to iuftice and
right.

132. Ifit be obieSed chat it dgth not befeeine the Maiefly of
God to haueregard to fmall agd bafe things!

Yanfwer : The fmallnes of fitch things doth not fo much de-
bafe his care and prouidence as the infinite number of them
doth magpifie his wonderfull wifdome and power in difpofing
ofthem.

The vfe inbriefe is,Fir(}, To refute all Acheiftsand Epicures.
Secondly,to teach vs tolooke vp vito him, to depend vpon
him, tocaft our felues on him,to look for a bleffing from him,
whatfocuer the meanes be that we vie, &,

The Sccond point is,the likenes, Idenity,or Samenes, of the
Sonne with the father. Chrift here proues that his powerand
authority is oncand the fame with the fathers, becaufe the ef-
fe&s of both are vne and the fame. The Dodtrine in generall
is,That

Chrift isequall with the Father. This hinfelfe plaincly ex-
preflcth verf,19.and it is manifeftin regard of the effects which
are atcributed to both ioyntly as Heb, 1.2.touching the creati-
on; and tocither ofthem ; as the creation ofthe world tothe

E fonne
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{onne.Jok,1.3.andredemprion to the father. So the fending
ofthe holy Ghoft to the Father ; {oh.14.20.and to the Soune;
Ioh.15.26.aud 16,7.this cquality 1s plainely exprefled. Zoh.x.x.
and Philsp.2.6.

#7e.1.To retute all heretickes denying him to be God.

2.Jt confirmes the former vies, drawen from the tile, Fa-
ther; and it {hewesthat he is tobe worfhipped as God che Fa-
ther.Heb.1.6.

3.To firengthen our faith in the maine point of religion, vz,
redemption by Chrift,that we may be fully perfivaded of the
infinity and all-fufficiency of his meritess

Confider now the maine Endand Scope, for which Chrift
alleadgech this : he dothit,as we heard,to defend himfelfe a-
gainft the Pharifces,who excepted againit that worke which
he had done on the Sabbath, His defence is grounded Fir(t,on
his owne authority. Secondly onthe goodnetle of the work.
God worketh faith hecucry day,on the Sabbath alfo, and is

lameleffe. Bur 1 haue the fame authority that God hath:
therefore I am not to be blamed.

Hence this Dodtrine arifeth ; Firft, fromthe propo!iticn 3
that God cannot breake his Law. The Sabboth wasnot here
violated becaute inthis a&t,God did worke with Chrift, The
grounds of it are,

1. Godis Lord of his Law and not tied vito it: for he gaue
it vato his creatures,not to himfelfe.

2. Gods willis the ruleof goodnefle,of lawfull and vnlaw-
full.

7. The abfclute perfe&tion and goodnefle of God, that hee
cannot goc againftit,denying or thwarding himlelfe,

Sowmnc obiections are made againft this, as Gen. 12. Where
God commands s4brabam to kill his fonne. and Exod. 1 2.
Whaere the Children of lirael are bidden 10 borrow ofthe
Agyptians Tewdls, &e.

Tothete Lan{iver: Firth That thefe are not againft the law
for the former example,there was notaét done nor any intent
and purpofe of a fact to be done, bur was onlya triall. In
the latter , the word which wee reade, borrowed | fignifi-

eth
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cﬁhpalforfoﬁé\;kc_p;redﬁ’ire. So that the); asked of the Ey}jf;éf- T

anschefe and thefe things; and the Egyprians gaue them'vato

the Ifraclites frecly : and God did fo extraordinarily worke

:ﬁqnth:.hcarts ofthe Agyprians, that they gauethem their
iefe thinges.

2. Lantwer. That Godis Lord of life and death to take life
from man whenhe will. And as he hath power; o aifo hehath
right to doe iv.Now God forbids the taking away ot life, when
we haue right fo to doe; God therefore nay command any
oneto be the inftrument of doing this. Secondly, So alfo had
God an abfolute power ouer the gonds of the AEgyprtians, to
to difpofe of themas he pleafed. Beiides, confider the equity
ofthis fact; Firtt,equity did require,in regard of that fore bon-
dage wherein they held them, that they {hould make them
{fome recompence. Secondly the Agyptians enioyed their la-
bour ; and chisdeferued wages. Thirdly, They reaped much
good by the Ifraelites, who builded them cities,8cc. And chere-
fore it was iultand equall that they (hould be rewarded.

Another Obie&.isoutof Hofea1.2. but to this I Anfwer
that it was butavifion,and no fa& : and the Prophet only de-
clareth varo the people,that thusand thus was done in avifi-
on : tofettorth vito them their eftate, what they were like
vnto.

2. From the Inference,or conclufion,arifeth this Do&rine.
That neicher Chrift canbreake the Law ot God ; and that vp-
on the fame grounds,as the former : foheeis faid to bee the
Lord of the Sabbath.

Vje,1 To fhew vnto vs,that whatfoeuer Chrift did in fubie-
&ing of himfelfe co the Law, it was for our {akes.So Galr.14.
which is {poken in regard of a voluntary fubmitfion, as a
pledge and {urcticfor vs.

Obsefl. Butwhat if hee had broken the Law,had hee ot
been fubie& to punithment as other men ?

Anfw. Thisis a fuppofition of an abfolute impotibilicy
and therefore not to be made.

2. To teach vs,that what God and Chrift did by the abfo-
lute goodnes and perfection of their nature that we fhould en-

E2 deauour
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deauour to dog,in being pliable to his law and fubic&ing our
feiues toit,becaufe it is agreeable to his wilks

Lattly from the goodnes of the worke that it wasa Diuine
worke,and fo Lawfull. This Do&rine doth arifc : Workes ten-
ding to the honour of God,are proper to the Sabbath.

Verle 18. Therefore the Iewes fought the move to kill hims, wot
onlybecaufe be bhad brokenehe Sabbath,but (ayd alfo,that God
was his Father,making bimfelfeequall with God.

I Nthis verfe is layd downe a violent oppofition againft che
former Apolagies, The branches ofitare two ; Firft, The
manner of the oppofition. Secondly,The Caufes.

In the manner;note Firlt, The Kinde of this Opofiion; they

Songht to Kill him.Sccondly,the Fxtent; the more. In the Kimd,
note this Do&trine arifing from it : that the admerlasics of the
truth labour to fuppreffe the truch,not by force of argument,
but by perfecution, Thus did the old Iewes with the Prophets,
caftingthem into Prifon,and killing them,but yet not difcoue-
ring anyerror in their Preachings; as 2.Chron.24.21.50 deakt
Herad with fobn Baptiff ; andthe Tewes with the Apoftle;
e4£F.4.16,50 haue Heathen men and Heretikes alwaies done
towards godly Martyrs ; and fo doc Papifts where they get
the vpper hand.

Reafon hereof is 5 Firft, The euidence of truth, whichis
tich, that it cannot by foundnefie of argument bee refis-
ted.

2. Obftinafy on the aduerfaries part,who will not be bea-
cen downe.

This (hewesa difference betweene thofe that fecke fortruth
i fincerity,and {uch as are ofa gaine-[aying, and cauilling fpi-
rit. The onefeekes the good of their aduerfaries that they
might know the truth as well as themfelues, which makes
them to deale with all meekenesand genticneffe; volefle it be
towards fuchas are willfull, and obttinate in fundamentall
points of Religion ;fuchindesd are brought to punithment :

bue
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but yec after many warnings,admonitions, and exhorcations.
But the otheraiming only at vi®tory and conqueft,vie all vin-
lence; and ifnot in deeds,yetin words ; vfing all violent and
and bitter words, friuing only to maintainea caufe. Asiwe fee
that Papifts,Lutherans, Amabaptifts,&c.doe in their writings :
and generally the more men fwerue from the truch, the more
they goc from gentlenes growing in heatand choler,to be bic-
ter and violent.

The Extent is, in thefe words. Tbe more.] why ? becaufe
Chrift had more euidently mantained that which he did, and
had new dearely manifefted himfelfe.

Do&.The mare euidence is gigen to the truth by the defen-
dors ofit the mere violent oppolition is made againftitby the
enemies thereof. When Chrifthad wrought that grear mira-
cleofraifing vp Lazarns. We fee how the Iewes perfecuted
him ; lob.11.47,43.5 3.

But efpecially, when he rofe againe from the dead how doe
they beftirre themfelues ; by fpreading abroadlies, by bribes,
&c.Mat.28.12,1 3. Thismakes Papiftsmorc to hate Prote-
Rants then any other kindes of Religion whatfocuer ; becaufe
ofthac cleare light which they bring againtt their 1dolatry.
And herenote a further difference betweene a mecke fpiritand
a contradi&ting {pirit; the one confiders the force of argument,
and if it be a f{ure, a cerraine ground they yeeld vnto i,
albeirtheir Opinion were otherwife before 5 as Perer A%, 0.
28.the other only tabour to maintaine a caufe,

The Caufes are twofold:partly old matter ;becaule he had
broken the Sabbath,which is not to be taken fimply, bur inre-
ference to their conceit,who made thisa pretence. Partly new
matter; becaufe he made himfelfe equall to God.

Thus thefe aduerfaries though they haue new mattar yer,
they let not go their old hold.Euen as the Papiits that filbring
their old threadbare arguments befides their new deutfes,

The new matter thacthey concert to haue againft him, is,
that he blafphemed ¢ Firft,Inthat hee made God hisFather,
Secondly in making himfelfe equallto God.

Butbefore we come to their erroneous conceits, ler vs firt
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obferue fome found and orthedoxall points, which the jewes
gathered from the words of’ Chritt,wheceby we (hall fee how
they vaderftood hismeaning aright, The

1.Is, Thae Chritt did accounc God hisown Proper Father
ifermariazand nota common Father, as he isto other crea-
tures, .

2.That he wasequall witt. God. And o though they were
malicious enemues of Chilt yec more truly did they obferue
and cgneeiue his meaning then many heretickes haue done.

3+ Athird is thiss That he that voiuftly makes himfelfe the
fonne of God is worthy of death. Thisis afound colle@ion and
herein they go beyond the Fapiftsin toleracing the Pope,who
maketh himielfe God,taking vnco him his Titles, Attributes,
and Authority.

Allthisferues to amplific and aggrauate their malice, that
thus perceiuing hismeaning,and not being able to charge him
wich varruth and collufion thar he had atany time vied, yet
notwithftandingthey would without any further :xiall,ra({ly
accufe and condemnc him of blafphemie, and fecke to flay
him.Worfe then Pelate, who hearing that Chrift neuer fayd
but truth,was afraid to meddle with Chrit, when hee heard
that he called himfclfe the Sonne of God. /oh 19. 7. 8.
13
3Doé?rim. Malice blinds mens eyes that they cannot fearch
intothe truch : but makes them condemne acthe firtt what-
focuer they chinke will make againt them. As doe the Pa-

ifts.
d Vie, is to teach vs not to condemne any thing without full
triall,

Verf,
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Verl. 19. Thenanfwered [efns and faydunto them,Vevily e-
rily,l(ay untoyom,The Sonne can doe wothing of himfelfe but
what befecth the Father doe: Forwhatfoencr things be doth
thefe alfo doth the Sonne likevife.

IN this verfe beginneth a confitmation of the foimer Apolo-
gy,with the Amplification ofit vowo the end of the chapter.
The whole Summe of all is to thew, that Ciurift is the true
Sonne of God,equall with the Father. We may obferueinic
three parts.

1. Cerraine Effe&s for the proofe of it fromthe 2. to the
3i.verfe.

2. Certaine Teftimonies to confirme it,from the 31.to
the 4o0.

3. Areproofeof the Incredulity of the Iewes, from the 40
verfe tothe end.

The Effeéts whereby his Deitic isproued are, Firft, Gene-
rally propounded- Verf 19. Sccomﬂy, Generally Repeated
verle 3o, And astheyare gencrally propounded, fo arc they
particularly confirmed from the 21-ves{'to the 50.

The Effe&s verf- 19.are laid downe, Fir(t, Negatiuely, Se-
condly,Affirmatiucly. Tha fomn: can dee nothing withons the
Sather. Andwhat the father doth that dsth the fonse. But be.
fore we come to handle chefe points, fome generall inftructi-
ons arc to be deliuered cut of the wordsbefore going,

L. In thae Chrit anfivered againe,we learne, That Chiift
fliil continues in his goodnes, though his enemies were more
and morc incenled and inraged again@ hiin-

Fle is,as for our Imitation 5 {o for our comfort,that if Chrift
be offo long patience towards his encemics,how much torvards
them that louc him, though they offend often againtthim,

2. The Preface declares,Firlt,the truthof:' ¢ mateer,f errly,
wverily- Sccoadly, the authority ofhimthat fpeaketh ic, Ifay
k2144 you-

Yerily,5c.This Thewes that it wasnot a matter that fll
fromhimby chance,but that it wasfuch acruth hee would

fland
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flaideoit; a2 truch whereof he wasfure and certaine.

Ifayvmoyon.] a fpeech proper to Chrift, who beingche
Sonne of God,might auoucha thing vpon hisowne authori-
ty. Furchermore theis fhewes Chrifts camnefinefle towards
the goodof thefetnen  And Secondly, that was a matter of
great weightand moment.  Thirdly,that he was fofarre from
thrinking trom the truth,becaufe of their oppofition, that hee
1sthe more earneft in ffanding for ic. Which fhould teach vs to
doethe like.

Now come weto the meaning of the words.

The Somne Jthe fecond Perfon in Trinity,&c,

Of himfelfeTalone without hisfather,asfeparate from him,
hauing no communication with him,

Can doe nothing | this implies not any reftraine, or inabilicy,
butanabiolute neceffity and impotfibility that che Sen l'houii
doe any thing,which the Father doth not. So that this Implies
avnion in nature,and Effence;becaufe though both haue abiti-
iy ofthemfelues,yet neither can doc any thing without the o-
ther.Whereas innature, things therefore cannot worke one
without the other becaufe they hauenot ability in themielues,
withoue the helpe of one another.

But what he feeth,¢sc.]This is fpoken according to the ca-
pacity of the Jewes, it implies a taking of councell together, as
loh.1.18.Gen.1.26.n0r isit 3 word of fpeculation oo(EEfﬁucy,
implying 2 communication of knowledge.

For whatfoeser thingas, ¢5-c.] Here are chree points

1. The Sonne doth not only nothing alone without the
Father, but doth ioyntly with the Facher what the Father
doth.

2. That thiscommunication is not in fome things,bue in all
things.

3? That asthe Sonne doth the fame things,fo he doth them
after the fime manner,by the fame authority, tothe fame end
&c.[iurdnltkewife,]

So that here inthis19.Ve.iscontained a proofof the equa.
licy of the Sonne with the Father becaufe che ioynteffedts of
both are one and the fame,

The



Versag.  theffibfTonx.

The myftery and maine point here to be noted is,

That Chrift is true God of the fameeffence with-the Fachey,
and cuery way equall vito him, Becaufe, Fir @ he can doe no-
thing of himfelfe wichout the Father,but ashe doth all things
originally from the Father,fo he doth them ioyntly with him.
Secondly,yea he can doe nothing : implying a neceflity and
impo(libility. Thitdly,becaufe he isin the bofom of the Father.
Sccing [ (aue what be feeth | the councels of his fatherand com-
municating him, which none but Chri(t hath donc.. Fourthly,
againe what the Father doth that he cannot bu do. Fiftly be-
caufe this concurrence is in ali‘:hings. Sixthly and: laitly, hee
doth euery thingafter the fame mammerwith che: Father. Al
thefe fhew an Identity,Sarmenesand Equalicy, beeween Chrift
and God the Father, Some illuftrate this by examples, as ifa
thing burne,and cannot chufe but burne,and burne alwaies,we
fay,thatitisfire: fo Chritt,doing divine workes, and the fame
with his Father, and thathee cannot bue doethem, and doth
themafter the fame nianner thae his Father doth, hee muft
needsbe God. Some Hereticke haue obie@ed againit this
place, that Chrift doth thefe things by smsiration ;andthis they
fay-isy-meanc by [ feringand fheming.] '

Anfwer. Itisfalie becaufe hedoch thefe things by the fame
authority and po:wver,that the Father hauinglife and power in
hinfelfe,as verf.26.and becaufe he doth them after the {ame
manner thacthe Father doth,

As touching the Phrales of feeing on the Sonnes part, and
fhewing o the Fachers pare :chefe are fpoken,Firft, in regard
ofour conceit, Secondly, tothew the diftin&ion berweene
the Perfons;the Father being the Fountaine of the deity fhew-
eth; and the Sonne,the fecond perfon, isfayd tofee, '~

3. This may be interpreted of the humane Nature of Chrift.

7fe. 1. Seeing Chrift proues his cquality with the Father,
inregard orthe effeéts common to both,we muft learne to ac-
count of all things done and {poken by Chrift, as done and
{poken by God the Father; a1d fo to gue credence, reucrence,
andobedience accordingly to the fame.

2. Asto account of the doing of Chrift, as done by Go?,
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{o likewife whep we behold che workes of God the Father;
as-the frame of the World,and che things therein and doe con-
fider in chemthe glory and Maiefty of God; to confider aifo
in, and by them, the glory and excellent Maicfty of Civrift :
and in this we goe beyond the TIewes, Turksand Heathen,who
in the creatures ca behold the Maiefty ,0fGod the Fathet only,

3. Inthe workes of redemption, which fet forth the loue,
mercy and goodnesof Chrifttowards vs to obferue the loue
and mercy of God.

4+ That what Chrift doth by Necelliry thoughnot of com-
pultion,but of nature 2nd effence;we (huld eadeuor ca'do (iri-
uing :o do the will of God, and to- doenothing but whar we
haue a warraat for out of thereuealed wit of God.$o likewifc
t0 be like to him in all shingséz.in kindies,in goodnes,in ho-
neffe,and fuch like vertes,which are layd downeiin the Word,

.as g rule for vstomvalke by and whereinhe hath der himfelfe

tosth asa parterne for ws o follow: Fora-ground.of ¢his,sote
thac prayer of Chrift, Jo4.17.2 1. we areall one Juotin effence,
butniitically hauing the fame Spirit. Wherefore .wee fhould
labour as truly to initate God as Chrift though not as equal-
ly. Andas Chrilt did his effentiall vnion by effe@s equall with
dgl{:(:k of his Father, fo wee to fhew our {pirituall vaien'by like
effets.

Verle 20. For the Father lonsth the Sernc and [heweth him all
things shat himfelfe doth,— .

M thefe words are layd downe the Caufes of the former ef-

le&ts ; they are twofold. Firft,Partly the Louc of the Father
Secondly,Partly that the Father doth communicate ail chings
ro the Sonne,

The Father loneth the Semne.) This is here expreffed by a
kind of propricty sl ¢exw, he loucth him alone,none like him,
him in,and for himfelfe,vid. Cof.1.13.Ephefe1.6. Matth,3.17.
aymnr B aword that figaificth one, that oncly, and wholly
beloued,

Reafon
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Reafon of this is not grace: and faour, but Nature, be-
caufe Chrift is his Songg : as;earcthly. men doe loue: theis chil.
dren, becaufe. they come from- chen{clues,and are ofabeic
fubflance.vid. Pre.8. 30.Hebqt -2 Now according toithe great.
neflc of the perfonslouing andloued, {oisthe loue, viz.euery
way infinite,the like whereof isnot inthe World to be found.
So thar Chriftis hec inwhom is the beginning of Gods loue,
andon whomit doth,reff; and from whom icisconueyedto
allother. This, firft, doth greatly amplifis the loue of God,
thathee would giue the Sonne of his loue to vs:and of Chrigt,
thatbeing his Fathers delight, hee woyld come from his bo-
fome for our fakes, How great aJouc were it fot 2 King togiuc
his .on‘clg fonne for a poare Capgius. Thisshing wasfo bighly
accepted of God in* Abrabam; shas hee did not fpare hisosely
{enne thatic was an occafion why God did {weate fo to bleile
his pofierity : Gen.23.16,17. L ,

2. This is a maine ground to ftrengchen our fi, in the.
interceflion of Chrifi,tp come vnto the Throme 6f Grace with
confidence and boldnefle. For is Chrift the Sonne of Gods
loue ? and will he then depy vs any ching that we fhall aske in
his Name ? And for this caufe wee ougj\r to holdvs clofeto
Chrift,and to fticke wholly to him. .. .. .

Further, thisloue muft be confidered nov.anelyasa thing
proper to Chrif,but alfo as an cuidence of Gods loue vnto vs,
that we may gather from hence,that we are loued. For Chrift
hauing vnited vs vnto himfelfe, wee may be affured, that God
whofo greatly loucth the Head, will alfo louethe Members :
IToh.17.23. And thisis meant, Adareh.3.17. God is well plea-
fed in Chrift,not oncly with him,but with whomfoeuer he be-
holds in him; as Epbef.1.6, {o that none are loued bue in
Chrif,and all in Chrift are loued.

So much for this fisft Caufe, Gimply confidered in himfcifc :
Now we come to confider it inthe reference, thereof,wiz. asit
is to (hew the ground of that power,authoricie,diguitic excel
lency ;and equality which Chrift hath with his Father, Whence
we learne,that Chrift did not viurpe thefe things,buc God did
freely and willingly beftow thcm on him. :

E 2 Ffe
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Fje. 1. Furtherto ftrengthen our confidence in him, to re-
pofe our felues vpon his redcmptiﬁn;mediation,&c.Sccondly,
it fernésfor the terror of thidle, thdt oppofe themfelues againft
this dignitic and equality of Chrifts torthey prouoke God,

! and are fightersagain(t him, who hath in loue communicated
thefe things to Chritt. Thus did the Jewes,becaufe they would
haue rionc to be equallto God, oppofe againit the authoritie
of Chrift:and thishikewife is fpoken to aggranate theic malice.

The fecond Caufe whereby ic comesto pafle, that Chritt
doththe fame workes with his Father, is, becaute the Facher
theweth him all things, Which is not to bee taken for a bare
relation,or aninftruction’, or thatthé. Father doth them only
in the prefeice ofthe Sdnne;'as one-man may doc a thing in
prefenceof another 3 or that he fets them before him, 2sina
Mappe or Table: but for a communication that the Sonne
doth participate of the Wifedome, Powrer, and whatfocuer
ciie the Fathicrtach together with his Effence. Secondly jthat
the Facherdoth 1o (v forth himlfe in his Sonne chat he may
be teenedrhim § and who 1o knowetli the Sonne, may know
the Father, as /oh.14.9. And this is 2 further arcumentto
proue the equality, becaufe God comunicates alithings to him,

Ife. 1. It thewes vnto vs, how the vnlearchable myfleries,
and depeh of Gods wifedome come to our kifowtedpe, and to
be rencaled vato vs.God hath communicated chem'to Chrift,
and Chrift hath declared them tovs. See Rewel.5.5. 8&c. And
thisfhewes a reafon of that phrate, that Chrift it calledthe
i#ord becaule he hath vitered the willof his Father, and hash
declared the {eerdt Councels of God, Therctore are weeto
hearehim, 2 A%seh.17.5:25 the old World was to hearken vn-
to him {peaking by his Prephets, and the Jewesto himfelfe
whentiee was on carth, aud the Church afterward when hee
fpake by his Apofiles; fo are wee now to hearken o him
tpeakicgin his Miniflers, swho-dectare tovs the will of God.
50 much for thefe caufes confidered feverally in cheimfelues,

Now confider them ioyntly, as, the loue of the Fatheris
made the ground of communicating all things to the Sonne.
Whence obierue thae

r Al
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"1. Al that Chrift hath from his Father,it come from loue,
then how much more doth all that which is in vs come of
loue, . .

3. Accordingto the loue that the Father did beare vato the
Sonne accordingly did he be@ow the Spirit: /oh.3. 34. alfo
digniticand honour vpon him,

Ffe. So likewife learne we by Grace to iudue of Gods loue
towardsvs of we fimd that we are regenerated and fanétified,
to be perfwaded of Gods loue. And furcher, by the meafure
of grace,to hope for the meafure of glory » for the more grace
wee hauc, the more Godloues vs ; the greater is bisloue,the
greater willbe our glory.

3+ It isa fruit and token of loue, to enuie no skill, know-
ledge, dignity,honour,&c. butto be ready to communicate all
things. So {aith Chrift to his Difciples ; You aremy friends,
Thaue fhewed you all things. And herein efpecially isthat
fayingtrue, Among friends all chings are common. And this
may bee a triall for Parents if they loue their children, for
Schoolemaflers if they louc their fcholers, and for all friendsit
they louc one ancther.

Veri.z0. and bewill [z him greater workes then the/e,
that yee may marsell,

Ow we come to confider the particular cuiderices of this

- W equalitie : bur before we come to tpeake oftnemn, wee
muft conlider the tranfition from the former generall points
vnto thofe that follow, here laid downe by Chiitin thefe
words.Which is done,firf},to preuer.ta {ecrec obicction which
the Jewes might make: For it is fo,that what the Father doth,
thou doeft ; and whatthou doef, the Father doth 5 can the
Father then doe no more then that which thouhatt done 7 sz.
tocurc the ticke, g tue fight to the blinde > &e. Chnft autive-
reth; God can doe more:thefe are butimall cuidencescr Lis
almighty power, but hee will manifeft vito his Sorne greater
workes,whereby icthali be declared, that hee isthe Sonne ot
F 3 God.
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God. Sccondly,to fticre vpattention, becaufe the things which
Chrift had yet done, were lightly citeemed, and oppofed a.
gainft,now thercfore God would fhew fuch great workes,
that their hearts (houid be amazed and aftonithed at.

In this trantition are two points; firf}, the extent of Chrifts
power | greaser workes.] Secondly the euent ofit, | they fbonid
maruell.| ’

For the former, it hath reference to the' miracles which
Chrift had before time done: Whence the Do&rine is, thac
Chrifts miracles which hee did, were buteuidences ofa fasre
greater,and more almighty power; ashis miracles of healin
the ficke,of power to cure our finnes, of reftoring fight to che
blinde,of power to illighten our minds,of cafting ovc of diuels,
of his power of fubduing the Diuell,and deliuering vs from his
bondage,and the like. And this vfe oughtweto make in rea-
ding the miracles of Chrift.

2. Yee {hould maruell. Yeenine enemies, :

Dott. Suchistheeuidence of Chrifts power that it maketh
all aftonifhed: as wemay reade at the working of moft of his
iniracles, and at hisreftrre&ion, how greatly the Iewes were
aftonithed. Andatthe day of ludgement,all fuch ashaue op-
pofed againt him, fhall tremble and quake. Now this afto-
nifhment at the power of Chrift is,that wherein we muft ref,
it being an argument rather of Chrifts power,then of our faith
inhim, But we muft confider the end of this power,for which
it was giuen him, viz. that hee hath it for ourgood, that hee
mighe faue vs;and then his power will be aground of our faith,
to inakevsto {hroud our felues vader him.

Verfe 21. For as the Father rayfesh vp the dead,and quickeneth
thems : enenfo the Somme qaickemcth whem he will.

THc Particular enidences for the proofe of the equality be-
tweene Chrift and God the Father,are,
1. The Power of guickening 11 this verfe.
2. The Right and Authority of /xdging : ver/.22.
Rayfech
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Rayfesh and gitickeveth.] To phrales, implying one thing as
appearcs in the other caufe,where but one is expreffed,yet not
in vaine is that of quickening added. For firft, it (hewes, that
they were dead ;and fo vnable to helpe themfelues. Secondly,
that he rayfeth them notas tlocksand flopes, bue with the rai-
fing puss hfe into them ; which amplifies the benefits, Some
take thisraifing of the dead to bee meant of Chrifls miracles,in
raifing of the dead but thatis tomuchto refiraine it only to
that: wherctore hereby isimplied, firft, a Spirituall quickening
fromthe death of Sinne,atour eonuerfion, Secondly, acorpo-
rallquickwing,uhcmiﬁngofour badies out of the graues ar
thelalt Day ; nowifwe will reterre the miracles of Chyrift vo-
to this,as cuidences and proofes of what he was able to doc at
thelaft Day.

Euen fo,cc.JHereinis the equality:asthe Father doth raifc
vp thedeadfo doth the Sonne.

Whoms he will.] Thisis not {poken o put a difference,that the
Father doth quicken fome whom he will, and the Sonncothers
whomhe will; butisadded as aioynt worketo both ; not re-
firayned tothe Son, butonly apphied to him; andthis, Firft,
becaufe the Iewes doubted notconcerning the Father but con-
feffed that he was able to raifc vp whom he would.

Wherfore this fhews, firft that there wasno compulfiue ne-
ceflity in Chriftto do, asthe Father doth,bura mecre freewill.
Secondly, asthere is a vnity in Nature betweene them ; fois
there likewife in Will. Thirdly,that the Sorne hatha power
to quickenn swwhom he will, and whomhe lets lic dead in tinne.
Fourthly, that this quickening is of Grace.

5. That chis isa happy quickening here meant, belonging
to thofe that he will fhew grace vato. So itis not fimply to be
taken for the raifing fromche graue,but for a raylingtolifc c-
uerlafting. Such araifing as we belecue in the Creed.

The poinc thenis,thatthe Work of the Father and the Son
inquickening,isone and the fame: 1./oh.5.11.

Whence are twe euidences to proue the equality : Firft, He
thatquickeneth the dead,is cquallto God the Father in pow-

er. Bur Chnft quickeneth the dead; Therefore,&c.Secondly,
the
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~ The Sonne doth thisof his freewill ; foalfo is he equall tothe

Father.

Confider in the words two poines ; firft,the effe& : Second-
ly,the ground of the Effect.

Theettet is quickening of the dead, which ishere broughe
in,2sone of thote greater workes which the Father will thew
vitothe Sonne hence note the

Dof. Quickening of the dead is one of the greatefteui-
dences of diuine power: greater thenthatof Creation, Thus
the Apottle when he would fec foreh the great power of God,
he alleadgech this : Rom.4.17,Ephi1.19.20.80m.1.4.3 worke
fo great,thac ofnaturall men iv cannot be conceiued and belee-
ued : A¢# 17.18.ycait was hard for the Difciples to beleeue it :
as Thomas. lo ,20 25. K

And asthis Refurre&ion fesin the graue, fo isour Quicke.
ning trom finne, an cuidence of the power of God. And for
thiscaufe, the meances of quickning iscalled, The power of
God: Rom.1.16. 1.Cor.2.5. Forwearcdead in finnes.

Fre. 1. Welee how needfull it is to meditatc onthe power
of Chrifi, to firengthen our Faith, i0 regard ofthe Refurre&i-
on, ’

2. That fecing our raifing from finne,is one of the great cui-
dences of Gods almighty power, it confutes the Pelagians that
{ay,amanmayraife himtelfe : and Semipelagians that fay, 2
manis but licke,and being helped by a litcle grace,hee workes
ouc his faluation himfelfe. And laitly, all carnall Gofpellers,
that thinke they can turne from their finnes when they will,
and leade a fpirituall life.

2. Theground ofthiseffe&,is the will of God. Hence we
leamc that

Doét. ChriftasMediatour hath an abfolute power of life
and death,to pull whom hecwill out of this iawes of death,
and ta fuffer whom he wiltto perifh : loh,10.18. Reweli1.18.

F/e. For confolation of thofe that belicue in Chrift, thatif
here we haue euidenceof grace, we may be affured to bee rai-
fzd vp againe to life. Forifthe Spiritof Chrift beinvs, it will
raife vs vp # rhe laft day asthe Ape™=%irh, For regenerad-
oa
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onis but the firf fruits of erernall life. Sec Ephef.2.4,5,6.

Ver(i22. For the Fathersudgeth noman, but bath committed
all ndgement to the Sonnc,

N this Verfeislaid downe a fecond particular euidence, and

proofeof the equalitic of Chrift with God the Father :the
Argument is this : Heethae hathall power, all gouernment,
and alliudgement cornmitted vato him,is cquallto the Father,
Bue Chrift hath all thete, &c. Therctore he is equall to his
Father. .

Alfo this is fecdowne as a reafon of the former argument,
Verliz1. For Chritmay quicken whom he willbecaule (as
«is inthis Verfe) he s the fupreame Lord tha guides and go-
uernes all things.

For the meaning of the words;note the phrafes of [ 7udgess;,
Tudgemenr: iudgings and iudgement are not to betaken(only)
concerning the laft Tudgement, but concerning the {upreme
ditpofition and gouernment ofall things in cthe world : asap-
pearesby the word [l indgensent.]

Iudgethno man] That is by himfelfe alone, butin, and by
the Sonne.

Hath commitzed] That is the Father doth communicate to
the Sonae this Office,and hachraken himinto his fellow(hip
in the gouernment of the World : nor that the Father doth fic
idly inHeauen,but thagin, and by his Son,he doth gouernc all
chings.

The Doctrine thathence naturally arifech isthat Chrift is
the {upreame Lord and Gouernour ofall, Mateh.28.05. Aar.
11.27. Heb, 1,2, Which is to be vnderftood ot Chritt ashe is
Mediatour, as we fhall fee, Verfi27.

Obiections againft this, are, firlt,that v{ually iudgement s
attributed to God.

Anfw.Chrilthere isnot excluded, buricisto bectaken ot
the whole Trinity,

Dbiell.2.out of loh,3.15,

G eAnfw,
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Anfw. Chrift here isnog excluded bue it isto bee taken of
tne whole Trinity.

2. Obieft. outof loh 815,

Anfw, Thatis notto be exclufiuely, but that there is one
thatdoth iudge, namely the Father,yer he doth it in and by
hisSonne. Itis there {poken of the Father for the SrCRLEr tera
rour of the Jewes.

3. Obicfl. outof loh.8.1g.whereit feemes that there isa
plaine contradiction.

eAnf. Thatisfpoken of Chrift his prefenta&ion and carri-
age not of his power and right ot wdging,as appeares by verfe
16. ¢ for himsfelie dsdseach and infprieiFthem. |

2, Itis (poken in oppofition to the Pharifes that wererafh
in centunng others.

Vje, 1. Irteacheth vs how to account of Chrift not only as
of a'Sauiour from whom we looke for good but alto as a -
preame Lord,and fo to feare and reucrence and ta bee afraid
to difpleafe himas P/2 2. and not to make hima packhorfe fox
our finnes,becaule he isa Sauiour.

2. Itis for our confolacion, thac thisour Sauiouris Tudge.
Who then fhall lay any thingto our charge ?

3. Itis forterrour of thofe tharoppofe themfelues againft
Chrift. As lewes,and Turks,and fuch as perfecute his members:
for they perfecute himthat is their Tudge.

4. Thatallmen fhould honour the Sonne, as inthe verfe
following.

Verle 23, That all men [bould honour the Sonne esen as they boa
wossr the Father; be that honsveth wot the Sonve honsreth not
the Fatherwhich bath fent bims.

His verfe containesan Amplification ofthe former Effe&s
by the end of them,wherein confider.
1. Theend it felfe,whichisa dury of Honour to be perfora
med.
2. Themannst of performing it
3- The
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3. The motiues to vrge and preficic.

Inthe duty confider, 1. thething it {tife, 2. the exeent,
The thing it felte is honour : which is a generall word compri-
fing vnder it allthofe duties,which we owe to Chrift, asiz is
viuall to comprehend the duties of inferiours to fuperiour
inthis word Honour asthe fitt Commandement.

Dott.Honour isducto our Lord Chritt lefus : P/al.2.1afi.
For kifling wasa token of {ubiettion. Heb.1,6.fo we read that
Chrift was often worfhipped,as by the wife men, Mat.2. by
the leper Mar.8.and by hisdifciples.

Reafon,becaufe Chrift though he did abafe himfclfe,yethe
fiiliremained God and lolt none ot his exc-llency therefore e
are flill to honour him.. :

¥e,That it isnot fufficient to abfaine from rebellion, and
from difhonouring and defpiting ot Chrift but we muft reue-
rence and honor him,for the omitting of a holy ducy makes vs
liable to the tudgement of God, asappeares inthe lafi fentence
of Chrift. Whertore it is not fufficient to fay we 2re no Arrians,
nor lews to denie Chrift, nor Papiftsto confound his offices?
but whereis thefaith in him? how doft thou reucrence and
feare him ? &c.

2. Point,isthe Extent,in this word (all)

Deft. All of what ftatc and condition foeuer are bound
tothis dutic of honouring Chrilt: the Angels, Pfalm. and
Heb.1.6.

Reafonis Phil.2.9.he hath a name aboue ekery name, and
fo euery knce muft bow to him.,

The manner of performing this duty isin thefe words (as
they honor the Father) which thewes the meafure of that ho-
nour which we muft doe vito the Sonne, for the sgta; implies
notonly afimilitude and likenes,as fome Heretikes would put
it off, but alfo anequality implying fiich an honouras is duc
to no creature buconly to God.

Doft. Sohigh and great honour asisdue to the father, in
that meafure isic due to the Sonne as appeares by many places
Jude verfe 2.5.in the falutation of Pas/ in his Epuliles where he
is ioyned with the Father,and hath the Church done in gining

G:2 slory
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o the Father ,Sonnc,and Holy Ghof},&e.i 1oynmg all to-
m”)cr

uc‘xon ofthisis zhc cquality berween them, and chisis alid
asother argument (‘the fixt) o prove that fame cquality be-
cm*c the hmc“ononr is guien to Chriftthatis ginen to God
the tathery Efay. 4~ .

Notethisagaintt Turkes that account Chirilt to bee agreat
Propher,and Arrians that covne himeo be a God, butan infe-
r,bm and ereaied God. -

The Motiuesto v rgethis dutie arein thefe words [ Herhar
boxoureth sot, e c. \\ hiere confider, firft the Reaton; fccondly,
the Amp‘xlﬁcazion.

The Realonis | He that bononreth not the Sen hononreth not
the Fatherwhich is layd downe,Firft, as a [trong reaton, be-

caule this lu,noux isnot only,in r<:°1rd ofa hwh account tlnt
he hatk ofhis Sonne asa King coun[shxmfcltc honoured ,when
115 fonae is honoured ,of nrcoardotadcarc affection that he
beares to hum,or mxcnardorp]ace and repretentation of the
perfon ofthe Father ;the King ishonored when his Ambaffa-
dour 13 honeured,buralio i rc-'a\dof an identity and fame-
nefle | that the F ther cannot bee honoured bue by the
Sam'.:;.

2. kisfee downe to preuentan obiedtion that mighe bee
maude,that this honour was derogatory to the Father. Chrifts
anfweres There isto {uch confequence, butthatthie Father is
honoured wnthis,and vot dithonoured,

Dofl. The Fatheris honoured inand by the Sonne. Phi/,
2.11. Thus Ged isto be praifed by (hrxﬂ Hebuz.as.Eph.s.
=2 {o are the Prayers otthe Church cox.cludco allinthe name
of C.m“.

»/t 1. it fhewes,that many deceiue themfelues in the wor-
fhipping of God : tor the uy T allehidse that God s to be ho-
,ou.cd yetnot Lnox\ un'\,lmﬁ they worthip not him, but

theiv o'\nc conceits.

2. Irceachechvs, to behold ail the ateributes of God in
Chrift.

The dmplification is nthele words [Whe hath fent him.)
This
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This may {zeme to crofie all that hath beene fermerly (zid.For
2n Embaffadour is mferiour in honour to a King that fent
him,

Anfw, The Phrafe of fending doth not alwaijes implic an
nferirity.

Ttishere vied ina threefold refpeét ; firlt of diftinition of
the Pertonsin the Trinity :So the fccond may bee favd to bee
fentof the firft: and fo the Holy Ghoft,though he neucr aba-
{ed himfelfe,nor were incarnate,is yerfayd to bee {ent by the
Faiher and the Sonne: foh.1.4.26.¢1 15.26.

2. Of Chriftsincarnation that though he becams man, yet
was he Lord of Heauen and Eaith, and fent from God. Soit
implies an honour and dignity.

3. Ofthe Ofticesof Chrift,as he is Mediatour.ina twofold
refpeét; firft thae no Office that Chrit had buric was appoin-
tedand ordeined of God : Lxk.1.69. God is fayd to rayfe vpa
faluation..Sccondly as thefe Offices were appointed to Chrift;
fo washe deputed to them : Heb.g.4.,5. ’

This Phrafe then amplifiesthe reafon and fhewes, that this
cquallright of honor to him,as to the Father,is no viurpation,
buc a natugall communicazion, aud voluntary difpentati-
on.

Dott.Chrift viurped not that honour,to be equall in digni-
tyto hisFather: Pfali1o.1. 48.2.36,

?fe.1.0f comtort,thatthe things that Chrift did, arc accep-
table to the Father for vs.

2, It thewes the finneto be che greater,in dithonouring the
Soone.

3. Here we hauca good ground why we performe diuine
worlhip to Chrift. Why doe not the Papills bring the like for
worthipping of Saints.

G 3 Verf,
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theffthof Tonx. VERs, 24

Verf, z,.?.l'crifr,v;ril'],! fay vstoyoubethat hesreth my Word,
aniielecsietlin him that fent wae, hath cuzvlafting life, and
[oall not comse inito condemmarion, but bath pafjedfrom death
rodifes

Hrift hauing inthe former ver(e laid down the endsof the

particular cuidences of his Deity proceedes againe in this
verte and followeth to a further amplification of chem : more
powertully,plaincly,and dittio&@ly ; 1o vrge and prefle them,
The former,as we haue heard,was the Power of quickening,
In the amplification whereof there are three pares.

1.Who are quickned in this verfe 24.

2.By what Meanesthey cometo be quickened,12.

The voice of Chrift,verfe 25.

3. The Ground of thisquickening power thatisin Chrit ;
verfe 26. .

The fecond effelt was the Power of ludging : whereof wie-
fhall fpeake,verfe 37.and followeth.

Verfe 24 Touching theoccafion of thefe words and depen-
dance of them onthe former, it may bee confidered intwo re-
fpedts :

1. Wee heard,verf.22.that the Somne guickeneth whoms bee
will hereby implying,that euery Son of s4dum is not quicke.
ned,but thofe only to whomhe theweth fanour. Now who
they be,is here exprefled in this verfe, viz. fuch as heare his
Word,and beleeuc in God.

2. Ve 23.was thewed thatchere is an honour due to
Chrift; now he fheweth what it is, 2#z. to belieue in him,
&c.

Hence we learne.

Dott.1. Thatthey only, which doe heare the Wordof
Chrit,and doe belecuc in God the Father, doe partake of the
the quickening power of Chrit. For this hearing and belee-
uing, is a beginning ofour quickening,and raifing trom death:
fo that from hence wee may gather an euidence, and affu-
rance,whether this quickening power of Chrift doe belong to

vs
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vs,and whether we be ofthe number whom Chrift will —rayf!m

vp vno life crernall yea or no.

Dot 2, Thatthe honour,whichis due vato Chrift, isto
hearkentc him in his Word,and to beleeucin him,

Thisisallthatis required of vs : Dewt. 18.15. Mata7.5.loh,
3.16.v8z.to beleeue,

37eis firf to thirre vs vp to honour Chrift by this meanes:
cuenas fubielts,if they fee their King to connt himfulfe honou-
red by fuch and fuch things they will endeavour to doe them,

3. To reproue them that will honour God after their owne
conceits, asSaul,1.84,15.22. orafter thetraditions of menas
Mat,15.9.0r by ourward pompsand folemnitics as the Pa-
pitts,which are but toyes to the excellent maicfty of Chrift.So
much for the dependance,

The words themfelucs containe in gencrall a defeription of
fuch asare raifed vp by Chrift. The parts are,

1. A Preface, Fersdy, &c. lof which hath been fpoken before,
only here it is added to moue vsto attend vnto the matter de-
livered as a point to bee much regarded and obfer-
ued.

:..:Apﬁ)mife whercin obferue ficft, che Parties to whom
it ismade, Sceondly the promileit felfe [ bath enerlefting life,
&c.

The Parties are defcribed by their a@ions:ficl}, [bethat hea-
veth’] Secondly [andbeleeneth) thefea&tionsare both of them
lified by their obie@s fick {myword] fecondly [him shas
ne me
Thefirlta&ion, [ be that hearethwhich is layd downeboth
as acaufe of the latter wiz.of belecuing and asa mceanes to at«
waine to life euerlafting. Whence welearne.

Dotk. Thatthe meanesto attaine to true faith and o cter-
nallife,isthe hearing of the Word.Rem.10.14,15,17.Ephef.1.
13. 4815 7.thatfaithfollowes hearing the Word.Now eter-
nall life is aconfequentottaith as £/4.55.3.1. 77.4.16. hence
the word is called the word of faluation. 4¢.13.26. Eph.1.13.
Rom.1.16. yea laluation it felfe Heb2.3. ~

Realon. Firft hearing is a caufe of knowledge, now kncéw-
ledge

- 4A7 e
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fedgeand dlumination are a ground of Faith, Secondly by hea-
ring,is the Spiic conuaye d vico vs; by which Spirie, Faich is
wroughtia vs : by faith we are vinted to Chrilt ; and being v-
nited o him,we haue a night and title to heauen.So the Word
15 calied the miniftery ofthe Spirit.2.Cer.3.6. Galz.z2.

Fie.1,Fov Minitters that they be taichfull, diligent, and con-
{cionablein preaching of the Word : for it cthere bee no prea-
ching, therecan beno heating : Romsa 10.14, 2 pointof excee-
ding great momencbecaule idle and idoll pattors doe thucvp
the kingdome of heauen againt the people,and caufe them o
lie in finne and incredulity, fo becomining guilty of their blood:
1.Cor 9.16.

2. Forthe people to ftirre themvp to diligence to hearken
and attend voro this \Word when it is preached, &,

The obicct of hearing is here fayd,to be the Word of Chrift,
Whence welearne;

DofF. Thatitisnot cuery word which is able to worke
faich i vs,but only the Word ofthe Sonne of God. The Gof-
pell my Word | asoppoled to the words of men, and their tra-
itions. f0h.6.63.Rom.1,9.loh.1.18 and 14.6.

The law cannot doe this ; for that is the lecter thag killeth,
and it isthe miniftery of death : 2.Cor3.6.7. and much lefle
shenthe words of men, and their traditions,

Ve isto teach vs,chat as we be diligent to heare, fo we bee
carctull to know what we heare,

The fecond Ation,is to belieue, Though hearingbe a th'mg
peceflary,and agood ground-work and begirning,yetitis not
{ufficient,but we muft further beleeue in the truch,declared by
the Gofpell,

Dedt, Teis not fufficient to heare the Word onely but Faich
muitbeadded to our hearings Hebr.3.2. Ephefi1.13. Rom.
LI6,

For the Word doth but onely offer grace. Now what good
i3 it to hauca Bencfice oftered oncly, it ic be not receiued : bur
this isdoneby Faith: 4&.13.48.

7ie. As betore we were exhorted to heare, fo here wee are
diccéted Low e hrare,viz, not to content our {elues with a

bare
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Lare and naked hearing, or that we doe vaderflandthe Prea-
cher,and know the myfteries ofthe Scripture,but to apply the
Word and Pramifes to our felues.

The Obie& of this aftion is deferibed in thefe words [him
shat fent me| which is a defeription of God the Father,and
implies a relation betweenc the Father and the Sonne : asit
he had {aid, Inhiinof whom Iam, who hath giuenme vato
the Wo:ld &¢.

Doét, God ashe isthe Father of Chrift Iefus, is the oncly
obiect ofour Faith j and therefore he faich not {and-beleeucth
inGod| fimply, bucin him thatfent me. And therefore wee
muft come vato Gedin Chrift,and doe whatfoeuer wedoc in,
andthrough him : Heb.z 3,15, - 4

No creature can bee the obie&t of our Faith ,on which wee
may ref,becaufe icis notable to protect vs from Gods wrath.
Neitheris God himfelfe, as he hath immediately to doe with
vs, for fo he.is moit (1 in juftice,and asa confuming fire,be.
fore which we are but flubbles Onely asheis well pleafed in
Chriftyand in him manifefteth hisgrace and favour, may ap~
proach vnto him wich confidence.

Ufe, Itfhewes the vanitic of the moft part of the World,
thateither know not Chrift,or deny himastheIewes ; and fo
dare tocome vnto him in greatisffices So much of the Par-
tics. .

The Promiic is declared fic(,affirmatively [ hath exer/affing
Jife.] Secondly,negatiuely and fhall not,8cc, .

Dof. The fruite of that honour. which we performe to
Chrilt Iefus,is eternall life ¢ 7ob,10427,28. 1.Pet.103,4-which
isnot inregard ofany defert ofthe workes, but of Gods free
grace,who fets downe this reward to encourage vs, and to
magniﬁc hisowne mercy. .

Which fhewes his fatherly- tenderneffe rowards vs, that
whereas we are bound to doe no Jeffe,and he might abfolute-
ly command vs; yet hee rather chufethto draw vsonby the
hope of reward, o

¥fe. To bee flined vp to she performance of thefe du~
ties, both in regard of thankefulnefle to God, andin relpelk

H of
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of our owne good.

This is now fuscher amplified by the contrary [and Balnor
come into condemmation,¢d¢.] Which implyineffe the fame
things that theformer ; yet they are added not in vaine, but
for the further confirmation and firengthening of our Faickin
a marter of fuch weighe,and for the anfwering ofall obie®ions

. that might be brought.

Wherefore this fhewesa double benefit: Firf}, we fhalthaue .

“life. Secondly,we (hallbe delivered from death. And further

itnotes a difference becweene that happineffe wherein man
was firft made,and that whereunto we are brought by Chrift.
Adam was created happy and immortall : but withall there
wasa poflibility tofall. But we not onely haue immortalitie
and life,buc alia fuch a firmenefie and Rability,as-we fhall not
come into death.

(Hashpaffed fraw death to bfs.]. Some take the meanimy
to be thus,that the belecuer when he dies %;)‘cth vnto Heauen;
whichisagood fenfe, and comfortable : but rather we are to
wnderftand it thus , vizethat by death is meant the fubieQion
of vsall to eternall condemnation. Butnow fo foone as wee.
beleeue the Obligation and Band is<ancelled, and wee hauing
Faith,haue ouracquittance,and arefét free.

Dot Faith brings with it a difcharge from condemnation,

. Rom.8.1.

Which isto be noted as a {peciall comfort of our confciences
againftthe terrour of finne;and horrourof condemnarion.

Dsét.2. Nomiddle betweene damnation and {aluation :
he thatis freed from the one, is fure of the other. [ Harh paffed
froms deach toife.] This appeares inthe Parable of Zazarss
and therich Man : and in rEc femence of the laft Tudgement :
asis plaine by reafon, becaufe there are but two forts of peo-
ple,the one in Chrift;the other out of Chrift,&c. Whichmuft
note again{t the Papifls conceitsof Limbsus Patri, Limbsus In-
Jemtum.and Purgatory : which as it is derogatory tothe blood
of Chrift,1./0h.1.7. fois ita do&rine very vncomfortable and
that which doth adde a fling vnro'death : alfoit is acaufeof

mush vniuttico,when Parents will giue away d}tirlandsﬁ:m
thewr
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their children to Monkes,8¢c.to fing for their foules.

Now concerning the phrafe, bath eternail ifz,and bathpa/-
[ld,é'c. itimplics the certaintie of thefe promifes. Yeraque-
ftion willbe made, in what refpe& we may be faid fo foonc as
we beleeucto haueeeernall life?

. Aufw, Itis firfhinregard of hope. !

2. Becaufe we haue the beginnings,and fieft fruies ofie,vis.
" varetaken into the Kingdome of grace, whichisthe begin-
ning of the Kingdome of glory.

3 In regard ofour vnion with Chrift our Head, and now
glorified. Now wee being members of that body,whereof
the head and principall pare is raifed vp, and in poffeffion of
eternall life, wemay be faidalio,as Epbef.2.6. '

Doét. The true beleeueris, and may be fure of his eternall
faluazion. Whichis te bee noted againt our aduerfarics the
Papifts. Secondly, asa comfort to vphold vsintime of trou-
ble.

[

Vetfizs. Fevsly,versly, I fay untoyos,sbe honre is comming,and
wow is, whem the dead fball beare the voyce of the Somne of
God,and 1hey that heare fball line. )

N thefe words is laid downe the fecond generall point,
Iw'z. the meanes whereby they are quickned. The parts
aretwo.

1. A Preface,[Verily,c¥c.] which wordsare here the third
timelaid downe. Now wemay not thinke, that Chrift vied
invaine thefe ftrong affeverations, but that kes doth thisto
irengthenour Faith, to rouze vpour dulnefle, and to aggra-
uate the incredulity of thofe, that yer notwithffanding all this
will not belecue.

2. A Promife : wherein confider,

1. The time of accomplithing of it, [¢he bosre commeth
viz.. of Chrifls death,refurre@ion, and glorification ; for then
he drew all men vato him,and then wasthe Gofpell publifhed
abroad. Yet this houre wasnow begun, becaufe thar Chritt

Hz was
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was new exhibited, Now this time is called an houre becaufe
it isa fec and cerraine period which God hath appointed, and
ta which thefe things fhould be fulfilled.

Do&. The timeof the Gofpellisthe time of faluation : for
Chrift here {peakech of the time of the Gofpell : 2. Cor.6. 2.

2. The particson wham this worke isto be wrought,viz.
the Dead, that is; all naturall men ; efpecially meant of the
Gentiles, who before this time were Alians from the Com-
mon-wealth of Ifiael &c.

Dedl, The (tate ofnaturall men, isthe Rate of dead men s
Ephef.2. there isin them by nature noiot, or dramme of fpiri~
tuall life. Whichnore,

1. Againtheretikes that haue fomuch magnified Nature;
asthe Pelagians,

2. That we may take notice of the wretchedneffe, and vile.
neffe of our nature wherein weare borne.

3. To (hew thatthe worke of our conuerfationis a pow-
zifull worke and dwine. Andfor chis caufe we are not to mar-
uell, thatthe fhrill found ofthe voyce of the Gofpell doe not
picrce vatothe heart of many men; for why ? they are dead,

3. Themeanes whereby it is wroughe,ziz. the voice of
Chrift,not onely ofhimfcltc whileft hee was here lining vpon
the carth but efpecially is it to be taken for that power,which
by his Spirit he giues vato the Word preached. And therfore
though Miniflers doe pyeach, and may be faid ro conuert; yet
properly itis the powerfull voyce of Chrit{peaking in them,
that worketh vpenthe heart. ’

Verl.a8, Adarnelinot at this : for the howre is comming,inwhich
all that are inthe graues [hall beare his veyce.

N this Verfe is contained fir(},a Reproofe of the incred olity
of the lewes, [ Marnelinor] : for they tooke Chrift for no
otherthen an ordinaryiman,and therefore did not beleeuc that
which he had fpoken, Vert.26,27. of his power andauthori
ric; but wondred much that he thould fay fuch things of him-
ilclf(.’o
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{elfe. Thare isan holy admiration without doubting,as when
we admire the great workes of God, whereof yet we make no
doubt: but foto wonder, as tocall in queflion any truth of
God, tothinkeit impofible, becaufe wee apprehend notthe
reafon of it ; this isa fault, and here reprocued. For hereby
we doe impeach the power of God, and bring it to our owne
reafon.

2. Afurther proofe and confirmation of the pointinque-
flion, wiz. the power and authority of Chrilt. The proctc is
drawne from the effe&, namely, the raifing vp of the Dead. So
that in bricfe, it containeth a defcription of the Refurre&ion:
wherein obferue.

1. The Timse.

2. The Partier.

3. The Canfe.

1. Inthe Time note firft,thaticis a et time and petiod ap-
pointed by God [the howre] , which time we are with pati-
enceto waite for. Secondly, it commeth ; it (hlinot bee pre-
uented, nor ouerpaffed, but fhall cerrainely come. Which,
firfisagainftall deniers of the Refurretion. Secondly,icis for
our comfort at the time of death, as alfo in regard of our
friends departed. - And lafily, it ferues to encourage vs to goc
oninour Chriftian courfe: 1.Corag.laft verfe,

2. The Parties are defcribed.

1. Bytheir placc of abode: aff thae are ir their grazes :
thatisbya Syncedoche ofone kind forallthe reft; by what
manner of death {o euer they died,and howfoeuzr they were
confumed. This implies; That the confumption of our bodics
fhalinot hinder the refurre&ion ; becaufe the ground of iris
the power of’ Chrill, in regard of which there is no difte-
rence.

This {erues for an encouragementagainftthe diuers kindes
of death whercunto we may come : as it was to the Martyrss
Heb.11.30.

2: Bytheir generality,[ 4/ none,no not one fhall bee for-
gottenin the graue : as appeares by the Parable of the Net
thatgathereth of all kindes: Aareh.13.47. Whichisfor the

: H 3 comfort
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comfort of thofe which in this world haue been fo rgorten,
none hath takennotice of them thefe ac the refurreGtion, Chrift
will not torget.Secondly, it is for the terror ofthe wicked, that
noue of chem {hall efcape, Thirdly,ic teacheth vs to prepare
our feluesfo inthislife, that wee may rife vato ioy and glo-
ry.

2. The caufe of the refurre@ion isthe voice of Chrilt[ beare
bis woice : Jehat is the voice of Chrift ; verfi27.chey fhall heare
not'n regard of any facultie,or ability in the dead, but of the
powerfullnes of the voice of Chrift,that peirceth euen te the
duf},and giuetha power of hearing vato that which had none
atall.

Doll, The caule of the refurre@ion is the almightines of
the voiceof Chrift: 1.7hef 4.16. AZa7.31,

Obsell, 1.Thef.4.16. Masth,25.31. thisis attributed vnto
an Archangell &¢.

Anfiv. Thefe places indeed (hew, that there fhall bee a
meanes vied,andchatanexternall meanes by the miniftery of
Angells like as there was in the giuing of the Law, but yetthe
efficacy ,and force of this meanes,commeth from the power of
Chrift :as verf,25.ic is che voice of Chrift fpeaking in his mi-
niflersthat conuerteth the hearts as 2.Cor.13.3.

Obieét,Buthow (hall the wicked be raifed vp by Chrift
{ith they haue no right vato him?

Anfw We mufk confider Chrit ina double refpe,asa Sa.
uiour,orasa Lord; asa Redeemer,or as aTudge. He raifeth
vp the righteous by vertuc of hisowne refurreQion,and of that
viion berweene himtheir Head and they his Members: but
the wicked heraifech by tve almighty power of a Iudge, to
bring them vato Judgement.

Ufe.Here we may note a difference berweene the faith of
the lewes,and of vs,inonc and the fame Axticle of Religion;;
they belieue the refurreftion only by the genesall power of
God,we by the power of Chrift al.

2. This ferues for a proppe to firengthen and vphold our
faith,in the do&rine qfzhe refyrreion ifour reafon (hall dife
putcagainilic : forit is molttruc that by na urall reafon and

argument,
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;}g;vm'c;;that the body once confumedto duﬁ. fhouldrifea-
game the fame.

Verl.29. And they f5afl come forth that haue done good wnto
shervefarreltion of bife : bur they that hane done eusll,unto the
refurreEion of comdemmation.

N chisverfeis declared the iffue of the refurreQion. In fum,

itisa declaration of the laft Tudgement,or,of the diuers end
ofthe goodand of the wicked, Betweene whom there is here
Iayd 2 comparifon; firft,wherein they both agrée. Secondly,
wherein they differ.

2. Theagreement is this: that there isa refurre&ion belon-

ing toboth : asall lay in the graue,fo all thall heare, and all
ihll comre forth :but yet the one to life,the other to death.

Doff. Al that likenes and equality thacis betweene the
godly and che wicked before the laft iudgement, fhal not caufé
the ﬁymc end voro both : asin the parable of the Tares, AZar.
13.30. Lk.17.34,35,36. and therefore i tharday called,a
day’ of thedeclaration of the uft indgyinent of God; Rom. 2.6,
for God will chen put a difference Becweene die good and
wicked, whatfoeuer the likenes berweene cher hach béen in
thislife.

Ffe. To anfwere the froffes of Adlicifts, who becaufe they
fee things fall alike to all thinke it in vaine to ferue God': as
Ecchkfir.15.lob 3134 75. Mab.3. 14,14 burfee Plali37.37.
Efay 3.10.

2. To taxe fond conceired men,thar will defire to beburi-
ed infuch amans graue ,ortombe, whom they holid for a good
and holy man;thatarthe refurretion thiey'may teccive fome
Beneficby him. Which is very ridiculous although in fome ci.
uill refpe& it may be defircd.

2. inthe difference berweene thempote, firfY, the reward
ofthe Righteous Sccondly,che reuenge of the wicked | they
that basc dowe good! wnrothe refwyvellion OPlife.] Here obterue,

fir{t,che Panties. Secondly, the Reward.
1.The
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5. ThePartiesare fuch as haue done good: vhoare thofe ?
not fiuch asbuild hofpicalls giuc money to Friars and Monks,
&ecaas the papifts thiike. But there arefoure things thatcon-
curre to bring it to pafie,thata min may doe good,

1. The Partie that doth it. The ruleis : Thatthe perfon
himfelfe muft be good before the workecan be good. 7is.1.
15.Gen 4.4. God relpeted ficlt Abe/indthen his offering.
Buthow is the perfon good ? In Chrift the fountaine of good-
nes : Eph.te Whereforc our werkes are then good,when they
come fromvsas accepted of God in Chrift, with whom we
are vaited, .

2. The matter of the worke : Itis then good, when it is
{quared accordingto the rule of goodnefle, viz. the Word of
God : fothat A&ions framed according to Gods Will reuca-
led inhis Word,are good.

3+ The manner : which is the cheife, and giues beeing, to
thereft. Therulesare,fir@,thacas it isgood in its owne na-
ture,fo it muft be done of vs in that rchc&, thatitis good ;
thatis,in Confcience and obedience to Gods commandenent,
becauic he hath commanded vs: 1.Per.2.19, Rom.1 3+5. Se-
condly, thatin regard of our weakenes and infirmity, it bee
done in humility, with deniall of our {clues,and faith in Chrigt,
to haucall the blemifhes pardoned,all the defe&s couered;
and what is wanting,to be perfectedin him otherwife being
donein a proud conceit of our owne worth, it is odious and
abominable.

3. That itbe done in vprightnes and fincerity of heart, as
to God who is Iudge ofit: Zer.t7.10.and fourthly, that itbe
doneasa worke of God ; that is,which God hath appointed
virto vs,either in our generall or particular Calling.

4. Theendthat we muftaime, firh, atthe glory of God.
Sccondly, The good of man, And fiom hence may we fee,who
they be thatdoe good.

2. Thefccondthing is the Reward [of sfe]namely of cter-
nalllifc; as Dan.1 2.2, Matrh.2g Jaft verfe.

Letvs confider whac this sife is;it is,in a word ,our Commu-
nion with God < that is, 2 coniun&ion of foule and body with

him,
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him. From whence arife thele prerogatiues,

1. A continuall enioying of the glorious prefence of God,
in asgloriousand full manner,as the creature is capable of. A
hag y thing it wasfor the feruants of Salemson alwaies to be-
ho.cf his glory; 1.King.10.8, and a great fauour for Mo/esto
fec burthe backe partsof the Lord, How greatthen will bee
the glory, when God fhallia fuch {peciall manner communi-
cate himfelfe to vs: Joh,3.2.and be allinall voto vs.Rew. 21,224
23.

2. A fellow(hip and communion with the glorious Argels
and Saints.

3. Anabfoluse pecfe@ion of foule and body,and of ull the
powers of both,perfe@ kaowledge, perfect wiledome ; 1.Cor.
1312 focharallthings thall bedonc in that manner, as they
couldnot hauebeen done better. In foule, fuch integrity, as
no defe@ ; in body,immortality,incorruptibility, agility, and
finally,a glorious body like vito thebody of Chrift : 1.Cor.
15.4%

44. Afull perfe and abfolute contentedneffe thar we fhail
not fec what more to defire : fo that nothing can beadded o
our happinc{fc.

§. Afullredemption from all manner of mifery whatfoe-
yer , efpecially that mifc?v of miferies from finning againft
God, The expe&tation of which freedome ts it that in this life
doth refrefhthe foule ofa Chriftian, groaning vnder the bur-
den of finne.

6. Anadmirable ioyand delight in this happineffe, which
indeed giueslifc to all the reft: for itis better to be without
honour thea to haueit with gricfe and vexation.

7. That which makes vp the heape of all thereft, is the
perpetui f{ and eyerlatting continuance of them.

" Pfe s firftrobreed inour heartsan holy admiration ofthe
goodnc(& of God, that hath prepared fo greatthings for vs.
Secondly,to ftirce vp in ysa defire of it,and in defiring to vie
themeancsthat leade vnto it.

Theotherpart isthe reuenge of wickedneffe : wherein cont
fider,

I 1.The
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r. The Parties,they that haue done euill : who notonely
open finners,but all that commiit an anomsie, or tranfgreflion a«
gainftche Law; for thenthereis euill.

Allthat are not accepted of God in Chrift, whether Pagans
and Infidels, or varegenerate Chriftians, all ignorant perfons,
that knownotthe will of God. For if we draw aline withoue
a rule we throughthe peruerfencffe ofour nature,hall draw it
awry. Allfuperttitious perfons thartake their owne conceits,
and nens traditionsfor arule; orfuch asdoe good things for
by.refpedts, allproud conceited iutliciaries thar doetrult to
their owne perfection all hypocrites and diffemblers,all bufie-
bodies that doe thofe things which befong notto them, all
vaine- glorious perfons,and haters of their brethren,

For to make vic of this, confider the fecond point, the iffuc
of thefe men in their punithment, which confiftech, firftinthe
pronouncing of that fearctull fentenee, * Goe yee, &e. Secondly,
wthe execution of it, the horror of which is vnéonceaucable
and vouzterable;; for befides the priuation of happinefle, chere
isa fellowfhip with the Diuell and the damned all horror and
vglinefle,nothing good in foule or inbody, no comfore, and'
which aggrauates the terror of all eternall continuance of this
woe. _ i ep

Vie istherefore,that if that which hath been faid of Lift dos
not allure vs,that this docterrifie vs.

Herc are now to be anfwered two quefions that arife from
thefe words. :

Queft.1. Whether the good whichwe doe, be the proper
caufe of faluation ? '

Anfw. No: thebeft good that the beft candoe,is no caule
of their faluation: Ga/.3.16. Epbe/.2.8,9.7i2.3.5.
Reafon. Forlife erernallisthe free gift of God; Roms.6 laft. -
and ifit beof Grace,it is not of work: Rom.11.6.Eph.2.6,7,8.
3, Suppofewee did allthat God requires; yet we meric
not fithallisbutourduty : Luk,17.10. yea, Adams ifheehad
continued i1 his integrity, and full performance of the whole
Law of God, yet had henotthereby merited Heauen, it being
buthisduty foto doe: then much lefle we, whofe righteouf=
nefle
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nefleisfas afilthy clout : £fay 64.6.

3. Allour workes areimperfe, and focannot merit: for
ifwee our felues can finde many imperfedtions in che beftof
them,God can finde much more § J059.15,30,3 1. Yetislife
cternall ateributed to our workes, as they are fignes and eui-
dencesof the foundneffe and truth of our Faithin Chritt, by
whomweobtaine the fame. And fecondly, there isa ewofold
reward ; the one of debe, the other of fauour, calledthe re-
ward ofinheritance.

e The vfe of this point,is to teach vs rightly to diftinguifh
of workes,and to know their right end, that we be neitherar-
rogant and conceited,nor yet prophane and negligent of thems

Queft.2z. Whether euil]l workes be properly caufes of con«
demnation.

Anfw. Yea : as meriting and deferuing it properly: for
damnationisthe wages of finnc.

Obieét. Buthow can that be,{ecing the punithment is gtea-
;ienx thenthe finne : the punifthmene infinite, and the finne bur

ite.

Anfiw. The puni(hment isnot greater then the offence : for
the offence mult be weighed according to the greameffe of the
perfon offended : now this is Gad, who isinfinite, and accor-
dingly his wrath infinice,

Sinne therefore isinfinite in meafure, though not in time
but the punithmentisinfinite, notin meafure, but in continu-
ance. For the Creature isnot able to beare the whole wrath of
Godatonce (as Chrift did,) and therefore itlyeth vader the
burden thereof ecernally. ,

What then is the difference betweene good and euill
workes,

eAnfw. Sinne is perke@ly and fully euill : bur the good
workes we doe,are not perfedtly good,vnlefle they were done
euery way according to all things commanded, and fo were
fully anfwerable to the Law of God,which we cannot doe.

In the laftplace, confider wee fome few inftrutions thae
arife from the manner of laying downe thefe words.

L [They that bawe doue goed.] Doét. Not the abftaining

13 from
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from cuill,but the doing of'good isthat which caufech the re-
furre&tion vato lifes

In Mar.a5. are threearguments o proue this poine : firf3,
that ofthe fiue foolith Virgins that wanted oyle, Verfi3. Se-
condly,thatofthe vofaichfull feruane who was punifhed, not
becaufe he had purloyned, or fole any thing, but for not im-
ploying of his Taleat, Verfi25 &,

3. Thetenorofthe fentence: which ispronounced accor-
ding to workes done, oromitted, Verl35.8&c. Plalm.34.14.
1.Pet.3.10.

For herein doth the Image of God confi}, that wee bee re-
newed in our mindes and that we put enthe new man, as well
as put offthe old.

Ffe. It ferucs for reproofe of the greater fore of men, who
thinke it fufficient if they be not thus and thus, though in the
meane time,as touching workes of Faith, Piety and Charity,
they haue none. '

2. [They that hane dowe goed.] And Dof¥. The sood. [hey
that haue dome ewil.) And cuill cthat in thislifeis done,is a figne
and cuidence, cither of life, orof condemnation: 2.Cor.5.10.
| In bss body] while(t hee lued: Lak,16.25. [ Jn thy bfe time)
for thislife is but asa probation time.

IJe. Sec Gaiat.5.10. Ecclef.9.10. 2.Covinth,6.3. Hebr.a.
1 ;5‘ 5

3. Dofl. Confider what it isthat Chrilthere vrgethasan
cuidence of fife eternall : iristhe pradtice of good works, not
the Profeffion, ’

Which feruesto reproouc vaine Profeffors.

‘4. | Refwrrettionofhfc.)

[Refmwrrection of condemmation ] That there isa difference
betweene the good and the wicked, we haue heard. Here we
fee what it is : euen the greateft contraricty that can bee:
Mark.16.16,

Which muftincourage vsin our Chriftian courfe,that how-
{ocucr the wicked may feeme in many things to be better then,
we,yet there fhali be a difference hercafter, ' '

Verf.
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Verf.30. I can doe wothing of mine owme felfe, as 1 leave, 1
indge ; and my indgement is inf}, becanfe | feckemor mine
owne will bt thewid of the Father whoharh fost me.

N this Verfe is laid downe the condition of Chrifts udge-

ment; to wit,that itise juft iudgement; that hee judgeth
according to equity, This is confitmed by thar'¢communion
that isberweene the Father and Him. The Argumentis this:
That which the Father doth,ordereth and willeth thatislaw-
fulland iuft. But the Father iudgeth withane,he dire&eth my
iudgement, and confénteth thereunto. Thescforemy iudge-
ment is iuft. The propofition i omitted , as granted of the
Jewes : the affumption and conclufion arc here fet downe.
Theaffumption in chree points :

1. In thathe can doe nothing without his Father, [7can
doe nothing of mine awne [elfe.]

2, In that the Father ordereth the courfe of this iudce-
sment; [ 1 heare,1indge.] N

3. Fitll,negatiuely, in that hee fecketh not his owne will,
Secondly affirmatiuely, in that he fecketh the will of him that
fent hims

The conclufion in thefe,[and my sudeement s suff.]

Sothat this Verfe, asitis afurther proofe of the point in
queftion; (o isiclikewife a conclufion by wayofrepetition of
ali the fonmer arpuments.

Meaning of the words, [ 7ean doe norhing,&-c.] Namely as
Verfi17.29. with thisdifference, that there he fpeaketh inthe
third,herein the fict. For hauing prooucd ittobee trucina
third perfon left they fhould miﬁaic, hedothnowapply it to
himfeHe. .

Heare)fee Verfe 19,

Indgelfee Verfe 22, Indgement]as Verfe 22.

Becanfe 1 fecke wot, ¢6c.] Not asif Chrift his will were op-
fire to his Fathers; for then he fhould deny his willas we doe :
but this doth (hew a correfpondency betweene the will of the
Sonnc,and of the Father, As ifheehad faid, 1feeke not mine

I3 owne
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owne will, without the will of my Father; butin fecking of
his will,I feeke mine owne. )

2. Chrit {peakech this according to the conceit of the
Jewes,whorooke Chriftbut for a man, and thought that hee
herein followed but his owne fancy.

The partsthen of this Verfe are;

1. APropofition inthefc words, My indgement s inf?,

2. A Confirmation ofit,drawne from the communion that
is betweene Chrift and God the Fathers Thisis expreffed in
three branches.

1. Alioynt Cooperationof both together.

2. Amutuall Communication of counfell.

3+« A Correfpondency oftheir will. :

The Pmpo(fcion is laid inthe middef, and notbefore the
reafons,nor yetafter ; which Chrift wifely doth,

Verl31. If1 fbouldbeare witnsfe of mey felfe,my soitmeffe were

MOL LY HCe

VV Echaue heard how in this Chapter, Chrift doth
prouce himfelfe to be God ; fir},by amiracle.Second-
ly,by a diuine Apology occafioned by themiracle. In which
Apologic he confirmeth it by two forts of arguments; firfy,by
diuine effe&ts,fuch as cannot be done,but by Ged himfelfe,Sc-
condly,by diuine Teftimonie, This weare now come to han-
dle ; andit is layd downefrom the verfe 31.to the end.

The Teftimonie is firR,generally declared verf.32.

2. Particularly fet forth in foure diftin& inftances,the firf},
of lobn Baptsft.verf 33.34.25. Secondly,of Chrift his workes.
verf.36.Thirdly,of the Father ; verf.37,38.and lafty, of the
Scriptures,verf. 3 9,8c¢.

But before he come to the teftimonies it feife, Chrift doth
firft lay downe the occafion of yfing of this kind of argument;
whichisto preuent,and mecte with a fecrez obie@ion, which
the Jewes might make on this wife,viz.

Thas thofe great & excellent things, which before he hadfpo.
kea
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ken of bindfelfe,might well be fufpected;and called into que-
ftion;beeanie they cancerned himfelfe;and himfelfe did avouch
them of himfelfes Now their readinesto make fuch an obie-
&ion,appearcthby Cap.8.13.wherethey doe it plainly vpon
the like occafion, Theicfore to, preuent this, Chrift brings in o-

therteftimonies whith might witseffe the ame things ofhim,

which himf{elehad {poken. - ¢

This muft be noted for the reconciling of a eontradi®ion,
which feemes to be betweene this place and chap: 8. vert. 1.
For in that place Chrift{peaketh litterally, and according to
the cruth of the thing ; namcly that ashe wasindeed God,
albeit helrad nd oetier teflimonie, yet was hisowne fufficient
inhis owne canfe : but inthis place e {peakéth by a Rhetori-
call concéflionand grant according to the conceirof the Iewes

touching him;tharhe wasbut a mir and o more.” Now then”
the witnesof 2 nman iff his owne cdufe,althdughi it may be true,

yet is ot fifffitient to ‘décide’the matcer, -

Obferuc then here,fir@®, What Chrift yeelded vnto,Second.

ly,Vpon whar ground: o

Do, OurLord, Chrift Tefus for the further confiraiation
ofthe triuch; dnd fitidfz&ion of the hieiters, yeeldeth from that
which'he might haué flodd Ypoirs Though-hiee’ mighe haue

ftood vpon his owne teftimonte. as fnfficient, hebeing God ;-

yet becaufe this wasnot {o clearely cuident, vnto them, hee
bringeth in other teflimonies and grotiids for the' confirming
of thistruch,that wer¢ tnore pline dod eafle to theit apppre-
henfibhi S5 (Mgt 4 28,27 he yeellfth from hisighe, hauing
other meancs to'marfife® himfelfeto be the Sonne of God s
anldLMat.zé.gg.' hee tnight haug called for Legions of Au-

gf For Chrift folight not hirifelfe and Tiis dwne- iloty 1oh 8.

so.bucche gloryof God; By biuing enidence voto the rruth,
and theedification ofthe hearers. “Which thewes, firt Chrift
his great meekenes,euen againtthis aduerfaries ; and his greac
defire to bring them to the knowledge of thetruth, He might
hausouly deliuered the truth,& being God haue exa&ed cre-
dlence on painc of cternal cademnation;but he confidereth our

weakenes,
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weakenes, and (o imitateth Gad his. Father, who not only
com nandeth,but bringeth with all argumentsand reafons, ro
fhew the equity ofhis Lawes, to theend to perfwade vsto
yeeld obadience.Secondly,icis for our Iimication,, that as occa~
fionofferech it felfe,we beready to yeeld from our right, and
not (fand'to (rikly on euery thing that may be wftified,if by
othermeanes the truth may bee the- beteer perfwaded and
taught. .
2. Theground vpon which he yeeldeth is, that ifhee had
cen man,as they coaceited him to be, then hisowne te@irmo-
nic had not been fufficient. . . .

Doft. Noneareto iuftifie chemfelues and cheir a&ions ,and
to commendche chingswhich they doe. Forif Chrift, who
was frec from an ouerweening conceit of his owne doings,
from vaine glory,and defircof applaufe, and whofe teftima-
nic was moft true, would pot yer commend himfelfe; how
much leffe may we,who are partiall in our awne matzers and
fubictcothe other vices ? Promoaz.z, 7

For, firlt, If we commend our felues, it minifters occafion
that our teftimonic thould be fulpested ; and it is hard but we
{hall mingle fomg yntcuth,cicher infuppreffing fome circum-
(tances which might difgéace vs,or amplifyingother hyperbe-
lically which tend to our honour.

2. Itfavours ofa defire of vaine glory.

3. Ifwe do chings thatare indecd praifc-worchy,itis need-
lefle ;for they will commend themfelues. .

Ffe. For reproofe of thofe that ftand o much vpon theic
owne credic,that they will haueeuery thing fo, becaufe they
{ayit: asdoth the Pope, who what he faies, fitting in his
chaire,men are bound in confcience to belceue: herein making
himfelte like God : 2.7%¢/.2.4.And 35 do many,who though
they delwera thing but vpou their owne authority, yeearc of-
fendedif it bee called in queftion, Somuch forthe occafion,

Verf,
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Verl.32, There is another that beareth witnes cfvsee, and I
know that the witnes which he beareth of me is true.

Ecare now come tothe poiut it fele, viz. the Te-
V flimonies that are alleadged. Which are fir(t pro-
pounded ingenerall in this 32.verfe tobe Divine teftimonies,
The teflimonies of God the Father himfelfe for that ismeant:
wherc he faith, There is another thatis, God the Father:not
lobn,asfome {ay ; for Chrift would here bring inan vodenia«
ble teflimonie.

Buthow is God another from Chrift ?

eAn/w. Infoure refpedts. Firft inregard of the Tewes con-
ceit,thac Chritt was but aman : fo is God another. Secondly,
inregard of his Humane Nature : for though both make one
perfon,yet the Diuine Nature isone,and the Humane Nature
another.

3. Inregard of his Office, as he was Mediator betweene
God and Man, fo hee may bee faid to bee another then God.
Four:hly in regard of his perfon,as he is God, being a diRink
perfonfrom the Father : fo isthe Father «més bug not «ws.

The meaning thenis this, asif Chrifthad id ; You excepe
againftiny tettimonie, asa humane teftimony ; but I hauca
aiuine teftimonic of thefe things, euen the teflimonie of God
himfclfe,who by John,by his owne voice,by his workes, And
by his word,doth beare witaes vnto mee.

The Generall then of this verfcis this; That thofe things
which Chrift had deliuered, were confirmed by diuine teti-
monie.

The points to be noted are,firft,Who it is that beareth it~
nes.eAnother that is God.

Dot The weitimonic whereby Chrift doth iuftifie hime
felfeand hisa&tions,and vpon which he doth reftis the tefli
monic of God : J0h.8.14,18.

For firft e would not ttand vpon his owne teflimonic as
isbefore handled:and f2condly this teltimonie is vicontrotle«
able ; as thall b fhewed hereatrer.

K Iis
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A SR A -
¥Ffe.Here wee learne whereontoreft,and ground our a®i.
ons,viz. vpon the teftimonic of God,and his approbation : 2.
Cer.yo.laft.For men may deceiue through flattery and be de-
ceined through ignorance : but God can neither.” And better
itis to {eeke for the approbation of themalier, then of the fer-
uant,

2. The kind of TeRimonic : wherein we may obferue two
poiats.

1. The thingit felfe 5 Itis a true teftimony.

2. The manner of feteing it downe. [ / knosw, he.]

1. Doft.The witnes which God doth giuc, is an infallible
certaine true witnes : for God s truch ; both a&uely decla-
ring only the truth with falfhod without error,and paffiucly,
becoulc hecannot be decciued he is truth in abffradlo : Exod.
34.6.Pfal.31.5.758.1.2.Heb, 6,18,

Fe. Weheard betore,that we were to fecke for Gods wit-
nesand approbation of thethings we dosThis now isa motiue
tovrge vsthereto,becaufe his witnefle is without exception,
Rom.8.31.

2. Chriftin fetting downe this teflimony, theweth hisaf-
fured perfwafion,and fetled faith init, and this from his owne
experience that hee had found it {o. [/ kwew : | hereby firft,
fhewing that hee went vpon fure and certaine grounds inall
thathe did. Secondly,checking the Iesves infidelicy.

Deét. The witnefle of God is fo eftectuall and powerfull,
thatit worketh aederice in thofe to whom itis giuen: Job
16,19. :

Whersin ftands a maine difference betweene a humane te«
fiimony,and a diuine teflimony, For man, though heemay
piuca teflimony, which for the matter istrue,yethee cannor
for the effe& toaflure him to whomitis given, thathecinay
certainely kaow that itistrue.

Tfe. Apply we thistefimony of Adoption, thatthey who
haueir, doe know, and are affured of ic: Rem.8.15. Galg,
4. 6.
2.D0éf. Though others know vot the teflimony of God,
vet we mult not fhuiike fromic: as Chrilt doth here, foh,

17.25,
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17.25. I6h.6,67,69. Mat.26.33.2 good relolution of Peter,
had it not been in too much confidence and prefumptionof
himfelfe, Which holy and conftant courageought tobeinvs
all. Somuch for the Generall.

Verf.33. Tee fent unso Iobn, and bee bare witnefe unto the
truth.

X 7 E haue heard in generall, that Chuifthath dinine tes
V flimony to confirme his authority,and equalicy with
his Father.

Now in particular thisisexemplified, and fet forth in fourel
branches : firft by the teRimony of Zohm,in this Vrefe vito thg
36.Verfe.

In which note,

1. Theoccafionthereof; Verfl33.

2. The witaefle it {clfe; Verfi33.

3. Theend of alleaging it; Verf.34.

4. Thecommendation of the wime{fe-bearer ; Verf. 35,

1. The occafion is in thefc words; [Tee fent wnto Jobn.]
which pointeth virto that folemne embaffage which the Tewes
fentvnto Jobn: Joh,1.19, &c. From whence note the good
guiding and ouer-ruling power of God, who difpofcth of the
aftions of the aduertaries of his truth, to the confirmation of
the fame truth : for it islikely they fent not varo Jobmwith
any good minde,butin hypocrifie; for fo fohnreprouesthem:
yet doth Chriftshercby confirmethe truth of Jobas witnctfe.
Shewing hereby, firft, tharthis witeeffe came not voluntarily
froin Jobu,he wentnot vato thern to declareit but they fentan
embaffage vato him, to aske him touching thofe things. Se-
condly,that there wasno compa& betweene Jofn and Chyiit =
for fohr knew not Chiifl vaeill afcer that time = Jol.1.29.

2. Inthe teftimony ir felfe nore firfl,the allion ; frcondiy,
the obiedt,

1. Thealtion is in thefe words [be bare witneffe] This
was proper to his»ffi ~ vito which ke wasappointedto bea

K2 winelleg



wieefle-bearer: Job,1.6,7. Luk,1.15,76.

Obieit. eA8.10.43. itisfaid, all the Prophets were witnef.
fes of Chrilt, and the Apofiles: A.1.8,22.¢ 3.5. ¢ 10,30,
41, how then wasthis proper to Jobn ?

Argws Ingenerallicis a common ducy to all Miniflers: bue
Tefm wwas amore (pecialt wimefle, for thathe firft pointed out
Chriit,and declared him before he was knowne,going imime -
dately before him,asa Herald beforea King, asthe Day-tlar
betore the Sunne.

2. Theobic@ isin thefe vwords [to the truth.]

An Expofition vpon VERS.35>

Verling. He was abarming and afbining candle,endyee wonld
Jor afeafonhane reioyced sn his light,

N this Verfeis fet downe the commendation of the witnes-

bearer : which Chrit addeth, becaufe hee would not infift
vpanthe teftimony of Jobs, and lay the whole proofe vponit,
Now left he {hould {eeme to make light of John, asone whole
teltimonic- was not {o greatly to be regarded, he doch there-
fore here giuethis high commendation of him. Whence wee
fee,that Chriftas he doth maintaine his owne honour,fo doth
he not difparage the honour of fobn, but together with his,
maintaineth his authority. Contrary to the pradtice of ma-
ny,who cnuicthe credit of others,8&c. Now /obwis commen.
ded,

1. From the condition of hisoffice : He wasa candle, and
thercfore not hauing light from himielfe, but from another :
fhewing, that Minifters are nio other then ordinary men,vn-
leffe they be illightoed from Ged. And this teacheth people
how to efteemearight of Minifters and yet not to deipife them,
fecing thara candle is neceflary ia the nighe,

2. From his properties : firft,of burning, noting hisinward
z¢ale to the glory of God,and faluaticn of his peoplz.Second-
iy 01 {hining by his faithfull preaching,and godly ke, Apat-
ter.ce for all Minifters,

5+ From tie cffect of his minifiery, the people rejoyeed,

thougsh
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though the wicked and hypoerites but for a feafon. Here note
firl,the altion they reioyeed; whichis fpoken, notfomuch in
commendation ofthem,asto fhew the cfficacy of the minilte-
ry of Gods Word,that it workes cuen vpon the obtiirate.

2. The Obie& ; They reioyced in the fight. To {hew, that
if Miniflers will haue the people to afteét them,and to reioyce
intheir Miniftery theymut thew forth the light ofthe \Word,
and the cuidence of the Gofpell in their Miniftery. Andio no
warucllthough many are not regarded, who be ascancles ci-
thernot lighted or elle put vnder a bufhell. Now to (hew
that thisreioycing is fpoken more, to {hew the powerfull of-
fe& of the miniftery ofthe Word, then in commendaiian of
them, hee addesalimication,that thistheir ioy was but fora
feafon; as is the ioy ofall hypocrites and wicked men : 65,20,
5. fee Mat.13.19,20. Theyrcioyced in Tobn for by.refpedds,
in hope that he would haue brought themliberty and deline-
red them from the Romanes, and the like : buc when Zobn did
plainely vnmaske their hypocrifie, and difcouer their finnes,
their ioy was niptinthe head,and withered, Which hach been
the practife of people from all time, firf} for awhile greatly to
admire a Minifter; but when hee tells thein of their finnes,
and preffech their duties vpon them, Oh then he istoo hard
and too feuere, &c, and fo they forfake him.

Verl.36. Bat 1 haue greater witne(Je ther the witse(le of Iokn :
for the workes which the Father hath ginenme to finifh, the
Jame workesthas I doe,beare witne[[eof me, that the Father
Jent wze

THis Verfe concaines the fecond teftimony, that Chrift
doth alleadge, to prooue his equality with the Father;
namely the te(timony of his workes. In tertmg downe where-
offirlt,he layes downe a commendation of it Seconciy hce
declares che nature and kind of it. i

1. The commendation is taken froma comparifonof vire-

qualls,in thache faith; Bae 1 hase greater witnes then,c cove
K3 are
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are to fee wherein couil teth the inequality of this witnes and
the reit that follow,(for this is a tranfition 1) and of that for
met witnes of John.

Icconfiiteth votin the truch of che witnefles , foreall teflife
the (ame things,butthe inequality 1sinregard,firtt,of the per.
tons bearing witnes that were greater then Jobs. Secondly,of
the teftimonies themfelues that sere more cleare and cuident,
then the teftimony of Zobw.For though lobnbeing a man infpi-
red could noterre, yezthe prople did not, or wonld not fo
clearely feeche truch of his ceftimonie. But thefe teitimonies
are both manife(t and cuident in themielues, a¢ alfo to the ap-
prehention of the people.Hence note,that

Dsér. Ta the contirmation of one and the fame truth,
there may bee tettimonics, fome greater {ome leffer then o~
ticr,

Becaufc a reftimonic hath his credit from the digniey and
creditof the witnes-bearer.

2. Thewitnes it felfe is taken from his workes, Chrifls
workes were divine workes: Thercfore they witnes thac he
was God.

The Do&rinethen in generall of this verfe is this: Chrifts
workes were a fure euidence of his dwine power;and that hee
was God:as Iehi1o.25.and 15.24.104.3.2.a0d 1,48.4.9. and
419,

Forman cannot doe the workes of God.

05i#6L.But did not the Prophets doe miracles, and diuine
workes,and alfo the Apoftles?

Anf. Yea.But the ditference betweene their works and the
workesof Chrift fandeth in foure points, firit in the workes
themtelues.Chrift made choice of fuch workes,as for the kind,
neucrany did before as o raife one dead foure dayes and flin-
king.To giue fight to the blind:loh,g.32.and the like.Second-
ly for the number never any did fo manyas Chyift did : for he
healed ali that were brought,&c. Thirdly,Chrift ftill ashe cu-
red the body,fo he cured the (oule,

2. TheProphets and Apotiles were refirained, and could
not doe miracles when they pleated but when God permiteed

themn
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them. As appeareth in the example of Elifsa: 2. King, 4.
27.

7But Chrift did worke how and whenit pleafed him,

3. The workes which the Prophetsand Apofiles did, they
did neither by their owne power and authority, nor intheir
owne name: Af.3.12. But Chrift did his works both by the
one, and inthe other,

4. The miracles which the Prophets and Apoftles did, were
to thew that they were fent of God and were hisferuants and
meflengers. But there wasa higher feope of Chrifts miracles,
tc};wa‘tithcy aimed atnamcly to fhew thathe was the Sonne of

od.

We fee then how ftrong anargument thisis,and how well
this witnefle of s workes is brought for confinmation of his
Godhead.

_Ffeis firfh that we reade rot the miracles of Chrift,as matw
tersonly of Hiftory, but to take them as props for the fireng-
thening of our faith in Chrift,whom they fhew to be God,and
foan al-fufficient mediator.

2.To applie thisto our adoption) that we {hew our felucs
o be the Sonnes of God, by being partaker ofthe diuine na-
ture and doing the workesof God.

More Parcicularly we are to confider

1.A defcription of thefe workes.
2.A declaration of the witnes whichthey beare,

They are defcribedintwo claufes:

Y. [Whichthe Father hath gisen mse to finifs.} Which (hew-
cth firft the ground. Secondly the extent of thefe workes,

1. The ground of them is, becaufe they were fuch workes,
as the Facher had giuen himin chargeto doc : which {hewes,
that what Chrift did, he did by au<hority & commiftion trom
hisFather : a Doctrine heretofore noted, and it isa notable
ground for the firengthering of our Faith, becavfe God no
doubewill accept of thofe things that Chrift did for vs,they
being done by his authority.  And fecondly, itis for our imita-
tion, thatwee haue the warrant of God for the things wee

doc. Now asthisisaground, {o itis anend why Chrift dod{;
the
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thefe workes; as Lxk.2.49. feh.6.38. andbefore, veri 50, of
this Chapier s fodug.24.

2. Theextmzis, that Chrilt was notonely to begin thefe
wotkes,but to goe thorow with them,and finith chem., Hence
learne,

Doét, That the worke that God hath giuen vs, isnot done,
till it be fuithed. This Chritt knew,and {o he tully finithed the
worke his Fathier gaue him : as fob.4434.¢ 17.4.8% 19-50.

I7e. 1. For reproofe of the opinion of the Papilts, that
Chrift didnot perte&tly finith his worke, butleft fome chings
for the Saines to adde thereunto; outof Colir.24.

2. \Wemult obferue, thatin the worke of God, we adde
vato diligence and carcfulnefle,conftancy and continuance.

Thefecond claufe is {which 1 doe.] 21;0 wuay that [7]is ad-
ded emphatically, from whence the Doétrine is,that

Dofl. What Chiit did, hedid by hisowne power. This
did the people obferuc inall his Miracles,how he by hisowne
authoritie,and inhisowne Name, did caft out Diuels, forgiue
finnes,teach the people,&ec.

Dott. Whence welearne, that Chrift is to bee acknowled-
ged adored, worfhipped,belecued, and truftedin, as one that
15 ablolute of himlie to doe what he will.  And thus are not
Saintsto be cruted vinco,who arc only the infiruments of God,

2. The Witnes which thefe workes doc beare, is expreffed
inthele words [ That the Father (ent me.| Now where Chrift
vrgeth this fending 25 a proofe ofhisequality with the Father,
we mu(t vaderfand it ot fuch 2 fending, aswhenan Equallis
{_nt,and not an Inferior ; of the {ending of a Sonne, not ofa
Scruant or Metfenger.

This Phrafe of being feot, is applied to Chriftinthreere-
{3851 1. Tn regard of diftinction ot Perfons,of the Father and
the Sonue.

2, Inregard of Clirits Incarnation, who beingin Heauen
inthebofome othis Father, was fent to take flefh ypon him
here incarth,

3. Inregard ofhis Office, as he is Mediatour betweene
God and Man,and thezevnto fent,and deputed by God.

This
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Thisfhewes that Chrift did not \;furpc any authority and
dignlty of himfelfe,but had this by communication from God
the Fatker, A poine before noted.,

Verl.37. Andthe Father bimfelfe,which hath fent me bearethy
witnes of me e haue wot heard his voice at any timse, seither
haue yee [sene bis fhape.

Verl38: Andhisword haue you wot abiding in yes:for whom he
bath fent him yeabeleene not.

N thefe words is layd downe the third teftimonic,viz.the
lwimcffc of God the Father.Wherein obferue:

1.How Chrift doth plainly lay downe theteftimonic.

2.How hereproucs the Iewes vnbelcife,

Inthe former,weare to note,

1.The Party that giuesthis teftimonie; who is deferibed by,
2 twofold relation to him to whomthe witnes is giuen.

1. OfFather. | The Fatber bimfelfe: | thewing that thig
wasthe firlt perfon in Trinity.

2, Of fending. Noting that Chrift wascome from the Faa
ther. So thatthistetimony of the Fatheris, That Chuiftis hig
Sonnc.

2. The witnefle it telfe [beareth witne[[zaf me.]But when,
and how was this teltimonic giuen?

Anfw.God the Father giuethteflimonic to his Sonne foure
wvaies.

1. by hisProphets ; Heb.1.x. 4&.10.43.and 3.18,

2. By inward reuelation and infpiration,when God by his
Spirit affurethmens hearts,thac Chritt Iefus is his Sonnc;as
hedid to Peter: ¢ HMar.16.17.

3. By thetettimonic of Chrift himfelfe; Job. 3.3 3. for in that
Chuift giueth teltimonie of himfelfe,God the Father alfo doth
ity

4. Inhis owne perfonby hisvoice. Firlt at his baprifime;;
Mat, 3. 17. tand at two other times,at his transfiguration :
Mz 7.5.and Joh. 12.28.1And chis is here principally meant:

fox

.
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for the firft that is the tefkimony of the Prophets comes next to
te handled ; the fecond is feeret:now Chrift would bring fuch
a reftimony,as all imight take notice of. And for the third chat
i ihe pointin queftion tobe proued.

Hereghen weare diligently toweigh the greatnes of this
telimonic and initto notethe great gocdnes of God, and the
carethache hath of vs. For thisbemg the ground of all the
Articles of our Religion, ziz. that Chriftis the Son of God,
without which therecan beno comtore in beleeuing of any.
Godwas not contented ro hatie declared this by bis Prophets,
yeaor by Chrifthimfclic; but himfelte from Heauen 1 his
wwae perfon doth aflure vsofthe truth of this o neceflary an
Article of Faith,that Chrift Iefusis his owne Sonne, in whom
heis well pleafed with vs. And therefore ofall reftimonies of
Scripture thisamong the reft,and aboucall thereft isto be re~
carded as a moft fure and (trong prop ofour Faith. And this
wic Peter teacheth vs to make :whenfrom hence hee bringeth
a ftrong argument to confirme the cruth ot the Golpeil.a, Pet
£.16,17,15

The vlzisthe fame that ismade, Mat.x7.5. Dent 18,15,
_Atf7.37.ehattherefore we do heare Chrilt.by atending vn.
t< his Word,which he hach caufed to be writcen for the 1. uaa
tion of his Church.So much to the teftimonie,

2.Inhis repoofe note fir{t, The faule for which he reproues
them: The ground of thisfauit,

1. The faultisnoted in thefe words[yee hawe sot heard his
woice at amy time xeither hane yee [eexe bis fhape JWhich words
may betaken, fielt, litcerally : Thatthey neuerheard the voice
of'thie firit perfonfpeaking by himfelte atany time,that is,ar a-
ny other time, except then, and vpon thatoccafion whenhee
gaucteftimonie to his Sonne.Neither yer did, or canany man
behold God with carnall eyes. So that chis, firft,ampiifies the
greawnefic ofthis teftimony that it is a matter of grear weight,
{ith neuer before,nor fince the like teftimony hath been giuen,
Secondly, it thewes what a great benefic 1t was, that Chrift
was incarnate,who is the character and ingraued forme of the
father,in whomwe may {ec and behold him s Heb,x.3.

2. Meta-
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2. Metaphorically, and to cthis fenfe I racher agree: and
then itis a prouerbiall kind offpeech caken from men,wherca
by Chrift doth taxe their ignorance and vnacaincance wicx
God. For menare knowne two waves, bytheir {peech, and
by their fhape. Now they had neither heard che voice, nor
feencthe thape of God, and fo were withour all knowledge
and acquaintance with him,and foin this refpect like Heathen
men. All the meanes that God affoorded for the declaracion
othis preience wmong them, his voyce that hee cated co bee
founded torch by the miniftery ot his Prophets,by Chrilt, yea
by himfelfe extraordinarily,they regarded not,bue (hll remai-
ned ignorane. Like voro thefe Iewwes,are many amongyvs; thae
notwithftanding the preaching of the Word, rematne ftillin
their ignorance,&zc,

The ground of this ignorance is fet downe inthefe words,
[and bis Word basne you mot abiding inyes.] This Chrilt faith
to preuent an obiection which they might malke, 24z, That
they had the Law, the Sacrifices, the Word preached in theie
Synagogues,&c. and therefore were not {0 ignoranc as he bia-
med thamn,

Wheretore Chrift taxeth inthem two things,that the Word
was indced preached among them, andthey heard, the found
of 1t with their eares, but it wentnot vnto their hearts. Se-
condly,that ifat any time it peirced to the heart, yeitdid not
thereabide.

Do, Itisnot {ufficient to haue the Word amongftvs, to
heareit,to talke ofiz,and the like,vnleflc itbein our hearts,and
abide there, all is worth nothing. Though AMpfes werercad
eueryday in the Synagoguc, it profited the Jewes nothing, be-
caufe they vaderfood ic not ; they were not affefted withir,
wnleffe for a fhort time, they made it no rule of theiv lite to
walke by. Sce Luk.11.28. Col.3.16,

This (hews we haue an honelt and good heart,if the Word
abides with vs,and we pradifeit; and on the contrary fide,an
cuill corruptheart. Eucn asic fares wicha man ofa good, or
ili-affefted ftomack, that cither reraines the meate, and di-

geflsit,or vomits it vp againe,or tusnes it into humours.
Lz Now
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Now that the VVord may abide with vs, obferue thefe
rules drawne out of the Parable, Lsk.8.

1. That wee vle the meanes to vnderfland, and come to
Laowledge of the VVord. This was the faule of the firft
round,thefeed therein had no entrance at all,

2. Thatweloue and delight inthe VVord, that we make
it curioy that we relifh and affeétic: for hauing knoswledge,
andiceling the frcetnefle ofit, we fhall be the more detirous
of it, without wearitomueffe, without loathing, From the
want of this,itis that many menof great learning are yet car-
ricd away, becaufe their knowledge wasonely in the braine,
andnot rooted in the hearr. Likethe fecond ground.

3. That we fufferthe VVordrorule vswholy, and nosen-
rertaine our lufts pleafures, and worldly care together with i
forchele will fucke out che life ofthe VVord : fothat it will
not abide with vs long ; asinthe third fortofground,

4. That we haue a care to make ita rule viito vs, to quare
ourlife according to it, then will itabide withvs:fora good
confaience s the thip wherein Faith is preferued from fuftering
wracke : .7sm.1.19, and we fee, that error iniudgement,and
corruption inmanners doe mutually infeCt oncanother.

The confirmation of this ground is exprefled in thefe words
* for whoms he bath (ent, bim yee beleene not.

The VVord of God did notabide in them; and why ? be-
caufe they did not beleeue in Chrift the Sonne of God,whom
iie had ient, The cruth of thisreafon appeares in two refpedts;

1, Becaufe Chrift, who was{entof God, wasthe fumme
and fub{tance of the VVord of God, both of the Law, and of
the Prophets; Heb.8.1. Aft.10.43. whom principally it ai-
medto declare. Now thenhow s it poffible that they could
haue the VVord abiding in them, who did not encertaine and
beleeuzin Chrift whenhz was come.

2. Becaufe they receiued not Chrift, who fpake the words
of God. Now ifthey had the Word of God abiding inthem,
they would haue beleened in him whohad brought this Word
Ynto them.

Doft. The Woxd abides in none that beleeuc not Chrift
Icfus
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I;fus?ifl;c?\“firﬁ,ls again(};ﬁuch as know not Cf\riﬁ,ox (i;u

ny him,or rely not vpon him,
Secondly,it teacheth vs to fay fure hold on Chrift,
Thirdly, it fhewes that they that defpife the Word,and the
Minifter thercof,haue it not abiding in them,

Verl.39. Search the Scriptures: for in them yee thinke to
bane eternall lifs,and they arethey which teflifie of me.

Hefe words containes the fourth and laft teitimony,

which Chrift alleadgeth for confirmation of his diuine
power and authority. Now it feemeth that Chrift obferueth
an order in fetting downe thefe te(timonies; firf}, to lay downe
the leffe,and then the greater. So that indeed this tetimony
of the Scripture is the greateft of allthereff. Notas wasbe-
forc noted,that there isany difference in regard of the truth of
them; but in regard of the euidence and clearenc(le thereof,
This the Apoftle Peter fhewes, 2.Per.1.19. where hauingal-
leadged the former tetimonie of the voice of God the Father,
verf.17.18. and comming to {pcake of the teftimony of the
Scriptures,he faith [we baseamore fure word of the Prophess. ]
Itis greater then in thefercfpe@s : firlt, inregard of the long
continuance of this witneffe, thatit hathbeena teflimony gi-
uen of Chrift from before fo many ages, andforeceiued by the
Fathers,and approoued from time to time,as a cereaine ground
of Faith:

2. The very writing and recording doth adde weightvaro
it,feeing that the Scriptures alio arc the voice of God,as wel as
that which we haue before fpoken of,

2. Becaufc this teftimony doth more diftin&ly and fully
fettorth Chrit voto vs, then any of the former doe; deferibing
himin hisnature a&ions,offices, death and fuffering the bene-
fit of it and the meancs whereby wee come to be partakersof
1Ce

4+ Thisvery Oracle, and alf the workes of Chrift,are now
written and recerded and o come viito vs vaderthe nam;c,of

L2 the
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the teltimonil g the Seriprurey

Tt thenobicrue the generali ftope and diitt of G in
this place, whichis, tomake the Seripzure the Tad e, wheiher
himteize had doaeand fpoken wellor no 5 vato it therstore he
referres hisadueraries, reihing himfelie vpon the tudgement
thereot.

Henceariteth this Dodtrine that

Decd. The higheft and chicfet Tudge of the myferies of

Gedlnerle, mateers of Faith wnd Religion, isthe holy Scrip-
o1 apointcleare by many placesof Scriprure,as Efay 8.20.
Lk 16.29,&¢c. 2.Tém, 3,16, and (5 inmany placesitiscalled
a Law, Statute, Ordinance, and Iudgement; becaufe icdoth
declare the Will and Councell of God, which he hath pro-
nounced and decieed. Thus Chrifthach alwayes recourfe vato
the Seriprure, determining all queftions by them ; as Aaesh,
12.3,5.¢&22.29. andthe Apoliles, asPerer, A, dApolios,
A¢.18.1alt.

Reaf.1. The Saipuure is the very Word and Voice of
God: Now who fhall be Iudge of the great my(Reries of God,
but God himfelfe.

2. Becaufe the Scripture is a truc and perfe& Rule char
cannoterre, Pfal.19. Itis afufiicient Tudge ro devideall con-
rroverfies whatfoeuer : and lafily it isan voparc.all Tudge,

Obiett.1. Againftthis authority of the Seripturcs,tive Pa-
pifts docymake many obietions, whereof wee will fpeake of
two anely. The Scripture, fay they,is a mute Iudge,and can-
ot declare which s truth,

eAn/w. Though the Scripture cannot fpeake with the voice
ofaman, yet it doth [peake as aLaw doth fpeake,declaring
whatisthe will and counte’l of God.  And cannot wee vader~
ttand the minde ofa manas wel by his writing,as by hearing
ofhim fpeake; and the rather, fecing we nay the more pon-
der cucry word, And yetthe Seriprure doth giuea mouth vo-
to the Scripture, i wee marke 10 welly as Ullanh. 22031,
| what i flokenwato yors of God | Lo {pake God vato you, bue
by the Scriptures; fo0.7.q2. | fand rot, e, loha19 2 4. which

Janeh; Jand clpecially that Heb. 13,5 which feakein, o c. |
Becaufe
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Becaufe the Word written doth declare vntovsthe will of
Godas plinely,and as diftin@ly,as if God with audible veice
did {peake vnto vs. Yea, ifhe {hould {peake,he would fpeake
nootherwifethen that which is in the Seriptures. Acdtoaie
they faid to {peake vnto vs.

Obiefl.2. Heretikes, fay they , make the Scriprure their
Tudge,and how then canit bea Tudge oftruth ?

Anfw, This obie¢tion , though commonly alleaged by
shem, to weaken the authority of the Scripture ; yeritwe well
confider it irdoth very (trongly prooue thefame, A centen-
tious mman when he will wrong his neighbour in any mater,
he will pleade the Law for his right viito hisneighbors goods,
asknowing, that without the fentence of the Law hee cannot
enioy them. Now this {hewes, thattherefore the Law is the
onely Tudge thatmuft decide chismateer. So inthat Heretikes
themfelues fos to vphold their dodtrine, doerelye vpon the
Scriptures, as without which they mult needs faile w their
caufe, it isa very ftrong proofe, that therefore the Scripure
ought to be the onely Tudge to determine of all matters of cos1-
troucrfic. Againe, though Scriprure hauc been alleaged by
Heretikes,yet did euer Scripture determine with, and tor an
Heretike ?

¥Je 1. To reproouce thole vaine, opprobrious, and bhiplic.
moustitles, thatPapilts giue vnto the Seripture of aleaden
Rule,&c. Preferring the determination of Pepes and Coun-
cels before the Scripture : which is to preferre man betore
Cod.

2. Treeachethvsin all doubts and matters of controuer-
fie touching Faith, Religion, and Manners, to refort votothe
Word andherconto haue our iudgement grounded and (2=
led. Nottakingany thing eicher for article of Faich or ruleof
life that isnot warranted by it.So niuch of the generall

The words doe naturally , dinide themfelues iato two
PJL‘ES >

1. A DPrecept.

2. Reafons to confirme it

The Preceptis inthete words! Search the Scriptares. From

wheneg
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1c Dodtime arifing s this,

Dedt, TheSaipures doc require ftudy and diligence, for
the ninding out of the meaning of them, and fearching out the
ereafures hid inthem.

vand e | Scrmtarsini : Though in the Originall and Latine
erantlation,the word be ambiguous,and may be taken in the
Indicatine moode,and the Imperative alio;yec I rather takeit
iathe Inperatiue,as molt cranilations doe, fora precept and
dury,thenia the Indicatiue,for a commendation of them; no-
ting what they did:as ifhe had faydjye fearch the Scripture,
&«.yet both waics the Do&rine is found.

Search.)Itisa Mctaphor taken from fuch as fearch for gold
and {iluer Ore in the carthywho will not caftit away by whole
fhouell fuls, but will fearch,and fitt,and breake euery clod to
find out the gold. To this diligence in fearching the Scripeure,
dothrhe Apottleexhort Timorhy, 1.7im.4.13+ and Salomon
«feth the (ume Metaphor; Pro.2.4. Aff.17.1 1.the fame word:
Thisdiligenceisofien viged inthe old Teftament by the phrafe
o meditating in the Wordsas 2o/5.1.8. Pfit.2.¢5 pa/fim alibi.

The Reatons to mouce vs hereunto,belides thofe here men-
tioned in the text, of which wee fhall {peake anon, are

two:

1. Thelictle hope of getting any good by the Scriptures,
without fearching into them,

2+ The affured hope to get much goodby fearching, For
the former, we mult know, that God is hid in the Scripture as
¢l isinthe carth; and fois not found outac the firlt fight,but

tera diligent fearch, Curlory reading may giue knowledge
o7the flory,and of flich things as are atthe firit fight caficand
plaine : but yet it yeeldechlittle,or no profit, For chefe Jewes,
who had the Word amongft them,heard it,and read it intheir
Symigoguecuery Sabbarh,made no profic by it, they found
ot thetrealure hid in chem; Chri(t Iefus, him they knew not,
2nd cherefore Chrift bids yet fearch,

0%is&. Buthow canthis tand with chis peripicuity, and
plainne(le that we afivm to be inthe Seripture againft the Pa-
piits.

Anfiv.
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Anfir. We muftwellvadertand, how the Scripturesarc
plaine,and how obfcure. Fir(t,to carnal men they areobfeure,
who difcerne not {fpirituall things : but notfo to thef: thatare
inlightened by the Spirit of God.

3.Neither is this obfcurity in the Scripturesthemfelues,bue
becaufe the god ofthis world hath blinded their eyes, that
they cannot fec.

3. Inthe maine grounds of faluacionit is clearc and plaine :
yea,inallto thofe that are carefull and diligent,ic is eafic. For
{o the promifeis, Prox.2.3.4-and 1 4 but vace the carele{fero-
thing is plaine,

Thereafons why God hath thus hidden his wifcdome in his
Word,may bethefe. Firft,to difcouer vato vsourignorance,
that when we fce how many greatmyfierics wee are ignorant
of,wermy behumbled. Secondly, That he might make a dif-
ference betweene thofethay feeke him intruch and thofe that
contemne him,who Like Hogsand Dogs regard ot Pearles.
Wherefore he hath alfo hidden them from fuch. Thirdly, that
God might maintaine hisordinances and we might therein be
helpfull one to another, by preaching, by inftructing, 8.
Fourthly to make vs the morc earnefily detire and long atter
the knowledge of his Word. Fiftly and latly to bring vstothe
performance of this duty here preferibed,to fearch, and fearch
azaine,that the more we ftarch the more we may fiade.

2. Now for our encouragement confider the fecond reafon,
vizthat our labour (hall notbeloft, but muchrich treafire is
cereainly to be found by fearching. Thercforeisthe Law fayd
ro be betrer then gold then much fine geid of Ophir. So excel-
lent my(teries arc thereincontained, as ceuer entred inmans
heart; yea,the Angels defireto lookeinto them s 1.Pent. 126

Suchmyferiesas concernes nor air worldly wealdh, but the
faluation of our foulzs, Tn reg “which,the mytletiesofall
other bookes ave ftraw and . wroilc and dung, And in-
deed whar learning hauc other bookes thatisnot inthe Scripa
tares. For doft thou delight in Truth 2 This Word is the
Word of Truth both tor the Auther for the matzer,and torthe
2ftedt ; giuing vs affurance that it isthe truth, Weuldoitthou

hH haue
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baue deepencfle and profound knowledge # Wheres greates
pm:hu-.\dncﬂc theninthe Scripeure? Wouldelt thou ‘bee an

.iiquary ? Hercisa flory fromehe beginning of the World.
Delightelt thouin the Law? Hereisthe ground ofall lawes,
whence they {pring & iffue.Delightlt thou in HiltorieszHeere
areall foscs admirabie for pleafure and profic. Orin Chronos
logicr No whereis the like tor truth,or for length of contisu-
ance cuen for gooo.yeares in feueral perfons lineally defcended
from eAdawsto Chrift.

Now the Word ((aich S, Panlto Timothy, 2.Tim.3.16.)
is profitable firft,toteach ; fecondly, to conuince; thirdly, to
corre@,and to inftrut. According to thele properties, letvs
make feuerall vies.

Ufe.1. This then teacheth vs; firf,thattherefore we oughe
to know the ground of thofe things that we beleeue: we muft
{earch che Scriptures.

2. Thatit is neceffary chat the Scriptures be tranflated,that
allmay fearch.

3. Thatthe Scriptures are plaine,or may be vnderftood by
thote that will fearch : elfe why fhould we fearch ?

4- Thacthe Scriptures are a fufficient rule and directionsand
rhertore Chriftbidschem {earch in the Senpturesand no where
clte.

2. Thisrefutes the errors of the Papilt,who haue many po=
{tions cleanc contrary vato this Doctrine : as,

1. Thacpeopleare to be kepr in Ignorance.

2, That the Scriptures mut bee read in an voknowne
-ongue. .

3. ThatTraditions,Fathers,and Councels,muft bec ioyned
with the Scriptures.

3. For Corredtion. It ferues to reproue diuers fortsof men:
Some care not to reade the Scriptures, but of all bookes
inake Ieft account ofit: Chronicles,Hiftories, Playbookes are
oftenread;the Scriptures feldome.Some will not fuffer a Bible
¢ be in their houfes,and count it a reproach to carry a Bible
to Church.Some will reade at Church,and turae o placesas
they are quoted,but nesterac home,their bufine (e fuffers them

not :
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not: whoyetarebetter then many, that will bring other
bookes to Church,and while the Minifteris preaching, reade
thofe.Some content themfelues ro haue read ouer a number
of Chapters at a time,without any further fearch. Somereadd,
and labour to fearch out the true meaning of places, butalt s,
that they may know the occutrences of things, bee abletore-
concile places, and mairitaine them againft the Aduerfanie,
who yetfaile inthis duty, in that they are not caft ino the
mould ofthe Scripture,and by their fearch doe not finde out
the hidden Pearle Chrift Iefus.

4. ForInftruckion :it fhewes that chisisa duty belonging
to all to performe,and for our Dire&ion in fearching of the
Scriptures,itis neccffarie.

1. That we haue the Scriptures in our houfes, inour clofets;
that wee reade them diligently and trequently, with ftudy
and obferuation ; that we attend to reading, hauing there-
unto appointed times at rifing, atgoing to bed that befides

ublike reading in the Familie, we vie priuate reading by our
felues. Not to tie ourfeluesto reade ouer three ¢haptersa day,
{oto reade the whole Bible ina yeere; but that we mark what
bookesare eafie,what more difficule,what be(t retained in me-
mory,whatmore hardly; and according to make choice of

taces,and to reade thofe that aremoft needefull and profiza-

le forvs: and fuch bookesas are hardeft, asthe Epifiles of
Pas/and the Pocticall bookes, lob, Pfalmes, c.to read them
often,

2; Thar wedoe notreade,wichout calling vpon the Name
of God for direction,to openour eics that we may vaderitand
his will,

3+ Thatwee reade with a minde to fubieét our feluess to

4. Thatinveading, we gather no colletions contrary to
the Analogy of faith containedin the Creed,Commandements
and Lords Prayer,

5. Thatinthofe things wee vnderfland net, wee feeke for
rach helpe of others as wemay for the finding ous ot thetrueh,
&¢.
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An Expofition vpon
¢ realons brought to cafirme this precept are twosthe ficfR
i+ taken from that opinion which they hadofthe Scripture to
whom Chrift diveéts this exhortation. For in them ye thinke,
-, Herein confider, firft, The Subflance of the reafon.Which
that the Jeswes thought inthe Scripture to hane eeernall fife,
ich is pet layd downeasa falfe opinion but asa true and
adexall ground, themore alto to checkethem, whoal-
b they had fo good an epition of the Scriptures yet did
archthem,

Dofl, The Seripturcs were written for our faluation that
wemight haue crermalllife. fob Jaltand lat ver(For they furl},
declarein gencerall the good willof God to faue man,fecondly,
ey (iow the meancs whereby wee are(aued. Thirdly, they
wo:k Faith,whercby we come to be partakers of this meanes.

Fromthe Inference ofthis reafon note firlt, Thac all thae
haue the Scriptures in high account doe not make true profit
aud Denefit by them: asthe Iewes here. And fo did they high-
iy 2iieume of L1425, and yet belecued himnot.Secondly that

VERS.39.

the goodopinion that we haueof the Scriptures,ought o (tixie
vsvp to fearch chem jelfc it will be a witnefle againf vs.
- Theiecoud poiutto be noted,isthe manner of layingit
o sic | yrethinke : Jnothauc for they miffed ofic
DeT+ Many looke for life and faluation, thatin the cuent
< iiTue are deccined : Romv.11.7.thus doc all Heretikes, Ide-
frers X,
Thereafon is,becanfe they miftake the ground 5 they build
o 2 wrong foundation ; they caft anchor on quickiands, that
1eheend fwallowes them vp,
Fieo Note thisagaiafl fi.ch aszhinkethey may bee faued in
sreliyon,lothey hauc a good conceit : 1.7 4ef 5020,
2. To diflouer the vaiie hope efimany tharproteile them-
+tues Cheeflians,who whattvenerthey doe, yerwill fay, they
neane welland haue a gecdineens,
The fecond Reafon isinchefe words, [They arethey which
Seefme. ) Becanthe Saipunes giue witnes vowo Chrili:
Vin thatie isadd weaien, and metive w frasch
i SHECS VS TG aid, it Thae
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DofF. Chrift,lefus is the maine and chiefe Treafure contai-
ned in them. Runne we through the whole Scripture,we fhall
finde this rue,how italwayes pointsathim : Luk.x.70. Luk,
24.27. AB.10.43.

For Chrift is the onely Author and meanes, whereby we at.
taine vorto life ; therefore the Seripture muft needs giueitva-
to Chrif},clfe how could life be had inthe Scriptures,

Ffe,it (hewes whither we muftgoe to find Chritt,not tothe
writing of men,but to the Seriprures.,

Further from the time wherein Chritt did verer this,viz. be-
fore any parr’of:hc new Telfament was witteen, and thercfore
hee muftnceds meanethe old ¢ we may note that

Doét. Chrift made knowne to the ancient Fathers before
his incarnation. Which may ferue to refute the opinions of
thofe that thinke the ancient lewes were moued oncly with
remporall promifes and iudgement and not with {pirimall. Buc
it was Abrabams Faith ia Chrit, nothis hope otthe Land of
Canaan thatwas impmcdc'o him forrighteoutnefle. How can
Mofesbe faid to haue fufféred the rebuke of Chritt, Heb.11.
26.if he had not beleeued in him,

Verl g0, Buryee willnat come to me that yee rn:’gé: bane lifa,

Ow followes thereproofc of thefe Tewes.which isin ge-
nerall for their incredulity, in that they diduot beleeve in
hun,whom the Scriptures declared. This their incredulicy is
cenerally laid downe, verf.38. aggrauated, firlt, by the cautes
chereof: fir(t, ignorance, vert. 37.38.Secondly wilfulnes inthis
verle. Thirdly,want of loue, verf.42. Fourthly ambition v 44.
Sccondly,by the Itfue,grz. condemnation,ver! 35.&ec.
nthis v e haucronote, firlt 1 declaratios of the finne
s selte nanicly,obiinacy | yee vl mot core tore. |
Secondly an aggrananen of ir, by the mifchiefe Dllowing
vpou itnauely lotleot life  shar yee m:ghs hane hfe. |
Notz here tirlt e intererce of this vpon the former, YWee
faue heaed tha they theugitwellof che Scripeares, and loo-
M3 Led
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Led in dhem to haue eternall hie, vet we fee they come not v -
o Cliritt,in and by whom dhey rghthauclire. Whatis the
realon of this 2 Surely their opinion wason a falie ground they
looked for life by other meares, then by Chrift, as by their
owne righteoufnefle,3cc. Flence note, .

Doit, They that are periivaded to ateaine life by flfz

meanes,will neuer be brought toteeke after theright meanes.

hus the Jewes, Efay 30.and 31. trufting to Egype, withdrew
themiclues from the Lord, the onely meanes of their fafety.
Thus did the Scribes and Pharites, Lok.7.30. defpifethe coun-
cell of God, whereas Publicans, Souldiers, Harlots,8cc. came
vito Chrilt. Why ? Becaufe thefe had no other ground to
trult vato wwhereby they migheataine co life. Butthe Phari-
fes were full of many faife perfwations of actaining toitby o-
ther meanes: AMat,21.50, Lwk.1.33-

FJeisto teach vsto take heed that our foulesbe not poffef-
{ed withfalfe perfwations. .

The obflinacy and wilfulneffe of the Jewesappearesherein,
thatneither by the preaching of Iobn, nor by the witnefle of
God the Fathergiuen to Chriftat his Baptifme,nor yet by the
we{limony of the Seripture, they wouldbe mooued to belecue
1w Chrifts

Doft. They thathaue the Word preached, and yet belceue
nozin Chriftace guilty of the (inne of obitinacy. They are fcor-
ners,Prom.1.22, Reade Ezek.2. and 3. Matth. 23, 37. Aé,
34,27,

For ifaman haue eyes, and vee feenot the Sunne when it
fhineeh,(hali we noechinke that he winketh of purpote.

Gbi=c*, DBurtthe cale is notfo infpirituall things; Faich is
st in our power 5 wee hauenot thele fpirituall eyesto behold
Chrift of our owne. How then canic bee obftinacy,if we doe
not beleeve.

Arfw1. Tantwer thatthere isno man that liues where the
Ghlpell is preached, and yet belecues nor,but he doth faile in
¢ of fome things that hee might doe. Sotharthough fa.
uiag Faich benot in his power, yetdoth he wilfully negleét o
doc many things whicharein his power, whereby he mighe

auaine

anme
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attaine vato Faith : as negle&t of comming to the Church, of
attention to the Word,of Prayer &c.

2. Howfoeuer we hauenot freewill tobelecue,yer can we
refift,and gainefay the truth, and diftrst God from a freencile
of willarifing from the perucrfene(fe of our corrupt natune.

So that both for wilrull neglet, and alto repugnancy, and
refifting of the Word fhall fuch be condemned as oblinate,

Fle To condemne thoic that liue vaderthe Gofpell, and yee
are not wrought vpon by the Gofpellwhote cate is worle ten
that of Sanages and Infidels.

Fromthe aggrauation of this fault weinay learne that

Doét.1. They thatareobftinately fecagaintt Chrift
Gofpell,by no promife,no reward can bemoucd to relen
yeeld vato Chrift,no,not for life it {clfe.Such obitinacy wusin
Loss fonnes inlaw, Gew.19.15. inthe Egyptians, £xod g.z1,
Pfal.58.4,5. AEL.13.48.

For obftinacy doth {ofill,and poffeffe the hearr that neicher
threats,nor promifescan take any place.

Verl.41. 1 receine not the praife of men.

Hisverfe is infertedin policy te preuent an obicction thae

the Tewes might make. For whereas he had reproued
them for not comming vato him,they mighe ehinke thereupon,
and fay ; Ofurely this man would haue many followers, he
would that men {hould praife and applaud him. Wherefore
Chrift tels them, that he feckes net, he hunts not after the
praife of men ; itis their {aluation thathe aimes az,

De¢?. Chrift inthofe things that he did did not feeke for his
owne honour,reputation and glory but to bring faluation vn-
to others:and o many times when he bad done a great work,
he withdrew himiclfe, to take away all occafion thaz people
fhould not talke of him; yea, hee forbad themto tpeake of
him.

For firt,he needed notthis popular appiaufe and commen-

dation,being the Sonne of God. Secondly his works did com-
mend
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mend themfelues. Thirdly s ea,praiterollowed him, where he
flad from it. Fourthly, Chrilt did now abafe himftife, and
would now (hiew himielic a patterac of humitity for our imie
tation ; and therefore he did not feeketo extoll himtelte, foh.
13415.44ut.20,27,18.

Jfe. To Lot Chrift before vs,and to follow him ; looking to
our duty to doe,becaufe God hath laid it vpon vs, not becaute
of applaufeand commendation. And this, as it is to bec done
ot ailfo efpecially of Minitters that ftand in Chrifts ftead,who
looke that they draw people vato them for their good,and not
for their owne praife : and {o to preach asnotto preach them-
ivlues,but for the ediication of the people.

Verlipa. But Iknow yow, that yee baue nos she lose of God
LS ELD

Inthisverte is exprefled the {econd fault, for which hee re-
prooucththem, viz, their wane of loue ; which isthe fecond
caute of theic weredulity. Here note,firfl che ground ofhisre-
proofe. Sccondly,the thing reprooued.

1. The ground, { 7 know yon.] Whatlocuer you pretend, 1
kuovthaticis notfor Gods honour and glory that you doe
this &co

Doff, Chritknoweth manshearcand difpoficion,bee hes
good,lob.1.47.0rbad, loh2.25.

¥;e, torterror,for Hypocrites and diflemblers.

2. For incouragement to thofe thatare vpright and true-
hicarted. .

Doflz. Here weemay note, how Chrift doth reprdove
“lierw vpon fure ground and cuidence. Heneuer rathly or vo-
ultly did rcprooue any 3 and o when they were reprooucd,
heirmouth wasalwaies flopped,they hadnothing to reply.

I/e,For ourimitation to goe vpon fure grounds, not vpon
cuill furmiles and fufpitions »

2. The faule for which they are reprooued, is wantof the
loue of Ged. A range thing,if we confider whas great {hewes

theie
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thefe lewes made of the lcue of God.

Def. Many who feeme to fland for Gods glory,and foi
hisordinances, and make great pretences of zeale to him;; yet
if their hearts be knowne, they will be found not to haue one
true fparke of loue in them; as in Corahand his company -
Nwmb. 16, in all Heretikes, Papiftsand Idolaters. It isnot tor
loue,but for by-refpe@s, fome chrough enuy, fomethrougl
ambition fome through couetoufnefle,c.

Wherefore weareto examine out felues, with whar minde
we doe thofe things which we dae,whether out of a pure loue
of God,or no. This we (hail know, by confidering the nature
and properties of this loue,

1. Loue of God isa holy fpirituall affe@ion, whereby our
heatts are {o kait vnto him,that we do make himour (wmmam
bownm chicfelt good ;whereon we doe ret. And it manifells it
felfe by thefe two properties : firft,a care to pleafehim,and 1o
continue in hisfauour ; thatis, when we delight in hisWord,
and obey his will and commandements. For in his Word is
declared what thingsare pleafing vneo him. That thisisa pro-
perty of this true loue appeares, fob.14. 23,24 1./0h.2.5.
2.Joh.ver(.6. Whence followesanother branch of'this, name-
ly,afearcto offend him, when wee are carefull to auoide ail
things that doe difpleafe him : Pfel ¢7.10.

2. By aloue of what and whom hee loucth : when for his
fake we loue man,whom God hath made the chicfef? obie&t
ofhisloue : /oh.3.16. And as man in generall, {o efpecially
thote on whom Godhath placed his {peciall lowe,in cegencra-
ting,and begetting them againe to himfelte : 1.2oh.5.1. Pfals
16.3.

by thele properties weare to examine our felues: and here-
by it appeareths, that the Iewes had not the loue of Godin
them;; forthey delighted notin his Word, 10£.8.47. They
kept not his Commandements, Afasth.15,8,9. Neicher loucd
they thofe whom God loued ; for Chrift they hazed althoughs
theykaew by the teltimony of /ods Baptiff, and the witneile
of God himfelfe that he was the beloued of God : o did they
likewite the Prophets, Apoties,and holy wen: 1.7he.2.15.

N ‘]:‘[‘1
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Virs.g3:

Nerlig2. faws come sn my Fathers Name, and yeerveceiue me
oty sf another (badcome i% bis owne Name bim wil; yeere-
CrEidc,

T N theie words Chrift laies downe a confirmation of the for-

mer point, namely, that thefe Iewes had rio loue of God in
them; his proote-is drawne from their aftection and ditpofition
towards himfelfe,that came in the Name of God and towards
others that came not in the Name of God. Now thatthe
firength of this proofe may appeare, obferuethe meaning of
the words, .

1 am come] This is fpoken of that voluntary fubie&ion
whercunto Chrit did abafe himfelte,to become our Mediator,
our Prieit,and our Prophet,to reucale his Fathers will vato vs.

irs my Fathers Name . This implics three things : firfd that
he came with authority and commiffion from his Father, Se.
condly,that hecame to bring a Meffage from his Father,to de-
clare his will. Thirdly,that he came to fet forth,not his owne,
but his Fathers honour and glory.

Teereceine me not,| Yee reicct my do&trine, and hatemy
perfon.

Ifancther comesn bis osne name,] Of hisowne head,decla-
ring his owne conceites,or doctrines receiued from other men,
feeking his owne praife and honour.

Himyeerecesne.} Such yeehonour, loue, followand em-
b.ac, oo
The Argument then is thus: They that loue God, loue
tioie that come in Gods Name, and reiect the other thar
come i their owne name :

But yerdoce cleane contrary :

Theretore yee haue not the loue of God in you.

Obferuc hese then, firfta defeription ef thofe swho are the
obicét whereby our loue to God may be difcerncd,namely of
Mivifters,who arc cither fent of God,or come in their owne
names 5 that 1s,are cither faichfull Minifters,whercof Chrift

doth
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caufethougi. i -+ vaid down,yetindeed the greateft,being not
acaufe of taeu ¢ belecuing,but fuch a caufeas implies an im.
pofbility, that it was impoffible for them to belecue,  And
therefore hefetceth it downe very emphatically by way ofia.
terrogation | How canyee 7]

QweF. But how may it beimputed vito them ?

eAnfw, Firlt,generally inregard of Nature, itisimpoffible
forany tnan to belecue, becaufc fir(t, by nature we sehifhnot
fpirituall things,we fee no fruit, or benefic by them, and fowe
regardthem not. Secondly, by nature wee are not capable of
them: 1.Cor.2.14.

2. Butin fpeciall,whereas Chrift faith, How canyee beleene;
hee makes this their ambition to bea peculiar lerand hiade-
rance to them. For whereas the doores of vur heartsisparu-
rally fhut vp againft fauingfaich, ambition is as abarrethat
keepesitfaft from opening.

The firf thing then to be noted in thefe words,isthe caufe
oftheir vnbelicte,viz. theirambition and defire ofhonour,

Dofl. Ambition isa mainc impediment to {auing faith ; Johs
12.43.and therefore their Faith mentioned, verf 42. wasonly
hiftorieall ; Job.7.g. Chrifts Kinsfolkes belecued not in him,
being loth to be ll thought of among the Pharifes.

For thereis a dire@oppofition betweene Faith and ambiti-
on. Faithmakesa manto be vile in hisowneeyes, to fee his
owne wants, and fo caufeth him to goe out of himfelfe, and
fecke for helpe at God onely,

But ambition makes aman to thinke highly of himfclfe,ta
oucrwecne himfelfe, and be much conceited of hisowne gifts,
as the proud Pharifes. So that he will atuibuceall to himfelfe,
and nothing to God,asdid Hered, Aff.12.22,23.

Ffe, To take heed of this zootcof_' bitrernefie ; to {iriuea-
gain{t ambition and vaine- glory,and for moiues 1o confider,

1. The do&rinebeforc deliuered.

2, That ambition and defire of prai® corrupts, putrifics
and maketh odious to God eucrygood thing thac we take in
hand,our prayers, faflings, almeldeeds, the very worlhip and
{eruiceof God : Efay.

N 3 3 That
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3. That in fecking praife of men,we loofethe praife of God,
who haue here ourreward.

4. Galitaro.

5. Thathereby wee proucke Gods wrath againftvs : for
nevefilteth the proud; asdid Hered, /1&.1.2.13.

Q:/E Bue is it funply vnlawfull to fecke the praife of
men?

Anfir, We may not fimply feeke it, tothe end to be prayfed
ofthem: for men praife thofe things that are agreeable to their
humour and all doe not like godlinefle : but when it may rend
tothie honour o God,the confinmation of the good,and the re-
buke of thofc that oppofethemf{elues,we may tecke it. As Pas/
weould haue the Corinthians to thinke well of him,butit was
for Chrilt for the profeffions fake, and that the aduerfaries
mouzh might be (topped.

2.\Wemay not {eeke for it in the firft place but in his due or-
der,firft feeking to be approued of God, then the approbation
ofmen.Firfl doing thole things whichin the vprightneffe and
integrity of our confcience wee know to bee good,then if men
doe like and allow ofit, to recciue this asablefling of God, if
ot to bz contented,and notto hune aftertheir a plaufe. And
thus weare to labous to leaue a blefled name and memory be-
hind vs.

Dire&ions to auoide ambition ¢

1. Inallthingsthat wee thinke to be excellent and praife-
worthy,confider whenace we haue them; 1.Cor. 4.7,

2. To confider whata Sea of impiety and wickednefle is in
vs,how many faultsour heartsare priuy vnto; for this confi-
deration will pull downe all proud conceits,

3. To confider that of the Apoftle,2.Cor.10.]aft verfe that
{o we be notpuffed vp with any thing that may feeme glori-
ousto man, burmay ftudy to approue our {elues ynto God in
what he allowes,

Further,note here the defeription of an ambitious humour,
in thefe words (eme of another Jnoting that they did footh, flat-
ter,and claw oneanother, ’

Doft, Ambitious menase ready to pufte vp, andro flatter

one
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oncanothers They will giuc titles to others, thar fud

htidles
inight be giuen vato themtelues. They doe izncr that others
might be prni(bd; for pride cuergoes withenuy, and hatred
of pride in others. Bur this is the way to get honour tromo-
thers, by feeming to honour them.

Fie. Totaketo ourhearts ingining ofhonour to other , it
isnotaching vnlawfull, x.Pet.2.17. Rom.12.10. foitbeenot
done for vadue and voiult refpets, fob 31.1att verfe.

How inconuenient this ambition is,appeares by the confe-
quent [ Aud fecke not the honoar,c.] Whence oblerue, fiett,
fromthe inference :

Dott. They which fecke for popular applaufeand praite of
men,are carelefle in fscking for the prailc of God, as didthe
Pharifes,whole whole pradtife wasto bee feenc of' men,not «
approue themfelues to God = and {o Chrift compares themto
whited tombes.,

For there is a contraricty berweene Gods will and mans
will,and what pleafeth man pleaferh nothim : and fo if we fet
our {eluesto fecke the one,we cannot fecke the other.

Ufe. Thisis afurther motiue toauoideambition,

Dof.2, In that this is laid downeas areproote of them,
thatthey did not feeke the praife of God,note, Thattrue praife
commeth fromGod : thar praite which we may,and oughr to
feeke,and wherein we may reft thatis, that praie which is gi-
uen of God for thofe things which hee allowes, who knowes
beft what is good and praife-worthy. :

Obie. Burmay weenot docthofe things that are praifed
by the Saints ?

Anfw. Yea: forthey doc it being direlted by the Word,
and illightned by the Spirit, o that their praife is the very
praifeof God. Buc it mutt not bee vaderltood here of that
cominendations which is giuen by naturall men,

Doft. 5. From hence wemay alto learne,thacitis lawfuil to
feeke for praife ; becaute it isareward of piety and vertue s 10
that not the thing,but the manner of feeking i is condemncd.

Now inthis cafe we muft doe asmen vieto doe it fecke
the praile of another,they will obicrue to doe cucry ching thac

v
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may be pleafing vatohim, &c. {oif wee will fecke the honour
ot God,we mu(t marke diligently what is his will, what is ac-
ceptable to him,andin chole things we fecke to honor him by
obeying his ‘will,and then fhall we be affured to receiuc honout
from hin againe, 1e8am.2.30.

Dott.4. Alone] This implies that we may not fecke praife
ofGod and of men both together ; labouring to approue our
felues in fome things to Go§, and in fome things to man : for
the tudgement of God and man are contrary, and we cannot
{atisfie both. And therefore wee muft {etour felues to reie
the one,and to feeke wholly the other.

Vet{.45. Doc nat shinke thas I will acomfz you 10 my Father :
there is ane that acoufeth yasi,enem Mofes inwhorm yee truff,

Frer that our Sauviour had reprooued thefke Iewes for
.J_Athcir vnbeliefe, and laid downe the caufes thereof,esx.,
their ignorance, obttinacy, wantof loue, and ambition, hee
comes 1 the nexe placeto the euent and iffue, that will follow
vpon this their incredulity 5 telling chem (in thefe words) that
condemnation rernaines for them, they thallbe accufed and fo
asthacthey thall be condemned.Je isthen a very feuere Com-
mination againft chem,wherein obferue ; firlt, who fhall ac.
cufe them;; fr® negatiuely one is remooued [ Think sot rhat 1.]
Secondly aftirmatiucly another is declared who it fhall be,ziz,
Mofes.

Secondly for whatthey (hall be accufed. Fitt,in generall,
from the manner of Chrifts proceeding,how thatafter hee had
fir(t foundly prooued the point in queftion, viz. thathee was
Gnd andalfo reproucdthewm fortheir incredulity ; now feeing
them ill to remaine obftinate, and that nothing would worke
vpon them,hee canno longer forbeare, but hee threatens this
kcauy iudgement vpon them. Hence we learne,

“Da:F, That whenmen will not be moued with foundnefle
ofargument,0r with reproofes, they mu(t bee more roundly
deale withall, by denouncing the iudgements of God againtt

them,
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them. This was the pradtife ot Cbritt againt all obflinate
men,asthe Pharifes, AZar.23. Many wocs denounced.Of 376~
feswith Corab and his company. Of Tobn BaptifF with the
{ame Pharifes, Mat.3.7. Tit.1.13. For when milder mease;
will net preuaile this may worke vpon them, [, verl.23.
Thercfore aslenity and mildeneffe doth become the feruan: of
God, o doth alfo feucrity beteeme himaccording as hec hath
pertonsto deale withall. Thefe cautions obferued, firtt, thac
hehaueacalling to doeit: forthen doth thethieatingseerri-
fie : asif achild be threatned by his father, afubiect by b
Prince. Secondly,that the perfon be certainely found to bee
obftinate. Thirdly, thatit be done without pafficn,ina holy
zeale with meekencfle. Fourthly thatitbe donewithout re-
fpe&of pertons to onc,as wellas another,fparing none. Fiftly,
that it be for weighty caufes not for iifles as Excommunicatts
on isnow vied,which makesicfo lightly clicemedof. Sixtly,
itmult be vicd inthe Iaft place, after all other gentler meanes
lought-

In particular,firt confider the occafion of thele words{ Des
not thenke | implying that this obflinacy arofein them becaute
they cared not for Chrift,nor eftemed what he f2id svhem they
accounted but as a meape man like voto others; yea,woiic
then others,holding him fora blafphemer, prophancr of the
Sabbath &c. butasfor them,they had A ofes tor their Patron,
whomthey trufted in, This their though: being not yee vt-
tered,Chnift preuenteth teliing them that cuen A7¢/es, whom
they (o highly magnified, thould be their accuter,

Ofthis dealing of Chrilt,we haue many examples, how hee
doth preuent the thoughes ot hishearers jo mccfim_; with Gone
atthe beginning before it breake out further. )

Apatterne tor Minifters to follow, teachingthem oo Jine
into mens heares astaree as theyean. Wiichthey

1. Bydtigent ol)sbxlli:xg of e evne diinodis , their
owne temprations,&¢, and to thii ke the fame may beeine-
thers &c. .

2. Dy obferuing what hath been the cuality and dijorii-
on othis flearers, whattheir conceirs ard cpiriens s e cxan

Q) [
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{es and precences, &c.

3. Bythe Word which can fearchfurther then any other
meanes, Thus (halltheymzet with finne in time and fuffer no
roote of bitternefiv o ivting vp.

2, Ti‘:c‘l\.\\.‘:?; a.

Mot Chrit, but 3icfes, « Thinke not that 17 Duthow may
thits beydorhy Chrittacceiear d o ondemne vabelcuers 3

wlafime Thismay be taken two wayes, cicherlitterally and

at, et in regard of that proper and maine end, for which
Chrift cameinto the world, ziz. not to condemne and acewe
fimers : for this'the Law had done betore, butro faue, se-
condly,in regardofhis high Office, to bea Tudge to heare and
giuc feutence,and not o be an Aceufer.

2o Or figuratiucly 5 firf}, by way of conceflion; asithee
fiould fay, Though I (hould holdmy peace, and fay nothing
ot'youto my Father,yet fhould you not be acquited : tor cuen
Afsfes,whom you hold for your Patron,thall accute you. Se-
coadly,by way of amplification, as it he had taid, Thinkenot
<hat Talone will accufe you, there is another alto that will ac-
cutz you,euen AMofes, :

Fromthe connection ofthefe twvo,obferue,

Doét. They thatbelecue not Mefes and his wricings, fhail
fiaue Afo/es 1o be their acculer. Sothey that beleeue not the
Drophets, haue the Prophets for their accufers. The fame
may beapplied to the Apoliles, and all faichfull Minifters of
the Word : tor they all bring not their owne, but the meflage
otGod,whefe YWord cannot goe backein vaine,but it cither
breedstaith or makesmoe obfimate,itiseither a Guour of lifz,
crofdeath, 1.Cor.6,
77e. Itteacheth vs to bevery carcfull in reading of < 1ofes,

= Prophets, Apotiles, &ec. in hearing the Minifters of the
Vord to take heed how wereade and heare, o1z, 1o that wee
2pply boththreataingsand promites to our felues, that we be-
lldoftrise ot Faxh, tfoilow after all graces whereunto
) we been thivred v agoide all vices, from which wee haue
been dehovieds E Chapter and verte that wee haye
raad cuery Seimen 2oC Lt ftion thatwee haueheard, (halt
be
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bea witnefleagainft vsto accufe vs.

Iswhom yee traft.] Firlt,note here the erroncousand here-
ticall colle&tion of the Papifts from hence ; therefore, fay they,
theancient Fathers belecued in Afofes, trufted in him, adored
him,and called ypon him : wherefore fo may we doe vitothe
Saints,

The vanity ofthisappearcs, fir(t, becaufe thefe here fpoken
of,are fuch as Chrift condemues, and who had Mofesto bee
their accufer. So thatrhey trufted in A20%es,and AMofes would
accufethemfor it ; and what doth this make for the Papifts 2
Secondly, by ¢Mofes ismeant here CHMofes do&rine,and not
his perfon; and fo theyare here faid to truft in AMefes,as before
they arefaid to truftin the Scriptures. Thus in Exodrs, they
belecued the Lord and Adofes, 15 thatis, they gaue credence
to Mofes. So 2.Chrom.20.20. Soitisinthe Vulgar,

Secondly from this obferue that whereasitis laid downe to
fhew their high account and good opinion tharthey had of
Mofes, who yetnotwithftanding, (hould betheir accuter.

Doft. The highaccount that people haue of Minitters, hall
not keepe them trom being their accufers, if they belecue, and
obey nottheir do&trine,

For icis onely faith and obedience to their do&rine that can
frec vs from theaccufation of our Minifters ¢ for fo they {lall
not haueto accufe vs,but to pleade for vs; Hebu13.8,17.

Verl 46, For had vee beleetted Mofes, yee swonlidbane beleezzed
me, for henrote of me.

N this verfeis laid downe the caui ;

cufe them,which istheir incredulics : not diredtly exorefi
but laid downe vadera proofe,and o< mote ile ngly
med. o

Now thisis (trange thae they fhould not belecuein A2 %r,
in whom, asis {aid before, they trutio plesthey
profefied themfeluesto be, whomithey Jinea to beintirueted
of God,

o .
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e fifibof Ton . VERr<47
-zre this,wemull confider thatthere isa double faich .
e cml’:x'.xiah,\vh:krcby we b‘clccue thft Minifrers of God
cferuante fen ot him, and that which they deliuer, to
be:towWord sadeutn ol God.

A }w?.‘.’f
¢ meaning of'tl

iar faith ,wherebe wevnderftand,and conceiue

vhich §s defiuered, andaccordingly

it o ourfelues, Herein tailed thefe Tewes, for they v

d-ritood not, that A2sfes {pake of Chrift, and therctore they
belecued him not.

The prooit fands thus; Yee beleeue notme therefore yee

ceue not AMafes,

7. They that belecue net in Chrift aright,belecue not

ci.the Prophcts,the Apoltles, the Scriptures,or the Mini-

iHers preaching out ot the Scriptures.For all doe declare Chrill.
77¢+ So to reade and heareallasthat we may find matter to

firencrhen ourfaith in Chrift, otherwife all will bee our accu-

tere,

A confirmation of this pmofc isinthefe words [ for beverors
s/me.” Whence welearne, firftthat Chrift was made knowne
cuen from the beginning. Sccondly, thatif we beleeue not the
dteine chatis dddineredwe doe not beleeue the Mintders : of

leeue not Adefes writings,we beleeue not /74;3/};.

+7. Bntif yee beleese not bis writings, bow [bal ye boleene
7y vords,

[}“ Furthcrconﬁmmionp_r(_)ouingthcirincrfdn!iry.v,!m(m
£ hente adouble compariton, hirlt, berveene 44265 and
i pc‘{b:xs:ibc\)ndl}', ctweene Mofer writings and Chrifis

s as s hee fheald fav) Iycegiect Mees, v hom yee
= 1o well of) whnie writings arerecorded viwo youno
maiJhyea how can vouburrele:
uaded i vour eare
fely, fromt
If e

Celecue any

ctine, wimle wordsarconly
of whom yeecliceme fo meanddy,
v concein

ez bdecne the written Wordof Ged, we

R I R S !
LGy svagiocier. haric oA
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anfwes to the Rich man, Lsk.16.31,

For the Scriptures haue been approoued from time to time
to be the Word of God, and the ground ofall writingy fpea-
king and preaching, haunm fully declared the whole willof
(J()d

77e 1. Thatweefecke not any other meanes to breed Faich
befides the Word.

Sccondly, that thisbe a ftrong motiue to Rirre vpro hauve it
in highaccount.

mcwwam DL tels I3 Sdayde]
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AN EXPOSITION VPON
THE THIRD OF Toux.

IToh,3.29,30.

He that baththe Bride, is the I)’rm'fgraamf but tbefn'ena'of
the Bridegrome, which [fandeth andbearcil him, rua}ruu
grea:/] becanfe of the Bridegroomesvoyce : This my oy there-
Fore ssfalfilled.

He muft increafe.but Imuf} decreafe,

‘Hefe words are part of that tellinony which Jobn
| gauc concerning Chiift, lebeginnethatthe 27,
veric.

In it wee may obferuc thefe foure diflinét

o poines ¢

Firft, the {ree comcﬂ'onr,:at Lobszketh ofhis owne pro-
fcﬁ‘on'md:‘ sverth2 7,28, Tothes < blerue,

1. Wheree his G { s, 1tz.ﬂoch~aucn.
Thisatfoords many iaftructions + St that man hath nothing,
nor abiliry,&c. of himielfe, buttromubouc: which teructh o
humble vs, Romr.14. Secondiv,thas cuery “\Ldlu.t thing coin-
mcth humHmLm-j whiether ipiricuaii oy temporall, ’rm xrh
(O35 Thi
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