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A Expolitionvpon VERrS,

4id, fo mult we.

3. Belecue Gods promifes, and apply them to our felues.

2. And alto yeeld our {clues to the direStion of hisWWord,
wrregard ofthe meanes to accomplith the {ame 5 which is a
maine aud principalivie of this itory.

3. Hence obferue, that thofe things which worke deftru-
ctionto the wicked, are a meancs of preferuation to the God-
ly; aswas the Red Sea. The Angell that went behinde the
Iiractites campe. Chrift, the Word, the Sacraments 3 which
is for the comtore of thetaithtull, that they need not be terri-
fied with thofe iudgements that befallon others. For asamer-
¢y thewed to the farthiuli, thall be no aduantage to the wic-
ked fo a iudgement lighting onthe wicked, fhall be no damage
to the godly, Imeane inregard of that which is indeed, viz,
fpirituall hurt, or fpiricuall bleffings.
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AN EXPOSITION VPON
THE TWELFTH OF Exopvs,

Exod. 12.8.

e nd they fhall cate the flefs in that might rofte with fire, and
onleauened bread, and with bitter herbes they [ball eate iz,

‘?ﬁ@ltes appertaining to the eating of the Paffeoue:.
5 f(Q) 5 1, With whatit muft be eaten.
/’ &7

X 2. Afer wharmanner; iz, in hafle,

3. Thetime when it muft be earen.

24 “ass 4+ Theplace wherein,
1. It mutt beeaten with, Ficlt, vnleasened bread : Second-
Sowre berbes.

ol paleanened bread verfe 3. further vrged verfe 15.16.17, the

~ of itinioyned not only that night,buc during the vicof that
Sacrament
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Sacrament they mufteate it feuen dayes; yer a frié penaltie
laid onthe non-obleruers of this ordinance verfe 19,

Reafon, of this ceremonic was becaufe of their haft, impli-
ed verfe 34.0F 39.and it was a cuftome, in hafie to make va-
leanened cakes; Gen.18.6.

To finde out the Miniftery hereof, wee muft confider that
leauenistaken ; Firft, inthe good part, Mateha13.33. for the
Kingdome of Heauen ; and o the oppoficion flands not here.
Secondly, in a bad fence, for corruption in Do&rine and pra-
uitic in life and conuerfation; and fo inthis place vnleasened
bread muft be taken, as fignifying fincerity in conuerfationand
truth, in dorine; 1.Cor.5.8.44ar2h.16.6.32.

/2, of thisis to teach vs, that all chat will partake of Chrifl
aright, muft be foundly inftruted in the Doétrine of faith and
puritie and innocencie of life; 1. Tim.1. 19, which belongs
not only to Minifers bue to all othersas Eph.4.15. Truth in
Loue, whichis the fulfilling ofthe Law ; Col1.10.

2. Thatthofe that are either deprauedin their indgement,
or corrupted in life and conuerfation arc not fit to cate of
Chriltas Idolaters, Heretikes; Gal. 3.1. malicious perfons, &c.

3- Fromthe metaphor of /eawen, whofe nature is, thata
litele doth fealon the whole lumpe. 1.Cér.5.6. learne that we
hauea fpeciall care to withfland euery error, &c, cuery finne,
not contenting our felues that wee are notopen Idolaters or
notorious finners, fecinga drop of poyfon will infe& a whole
cup of medicinable potion, an one error or finne, will make
abreach in confcience, big enough to giue the Diucll entrance
into the poffeffion of all ; fo He.12.15. when any roote of bit-
rerneffe doth bue peepe vp, wee muft aip it: and not only
ought weto auoidthe fnnes, but alfo infe&ious*perfons, as
Here ikes, Idolaters, prophane perfons, not to be companions
withthem ; 1,Cer.5.13.Rom.16.17.

Sewre berbes. Heb. it is bitternefle, which fome expound
biteernefle and anguith of heart : but confidering that here is
fpoken of thofe outward things, where with it was to bee
eaten: 1 takeitto be rather meant of fome fowre herbes,or
fauce as the like.

(3) Reafon,
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Resfon,of this wasthat they (hould have 2 meanes to put
them in minde of that anguith and vexation they fuffered in E-

My feric implied is two folde,
1. Thatthe profefion of Chyift is ioyned wich affliction;
Luk, Afh1g.22.2.Tim.3.02.

2. That tothe partaking of Chrilt weemuft come wich
contrition of heart s ALarrh11.28.Luk.7.38.

fehisa double viemay be made.

1. [hatifweelooke to haue partin Chrift, wee muft not
expect thatall things fhould be fweete aud pleafant ; but in
cur profefling of Chri®t, and inioying of him, we muft Jooke
to haue (owre tauce, to this fweet meate; leftin regard of the
corrupticn of nature, thisfivectneffe grow fullfowre, and we
loath it: wherefore as this muft flirre vs vpro patience, (o
inuitit teach vs how toefteetne of affliCtions, as of fauce to
mzkevs rellith our meate, and to haue the more appetite to
it.

2. That when we approach to Chrift toreape any benefic
by him, wemuft come witha contrite heart. Pfa/.§1.17.

Exod 1231, Andthus fhallye eatei: with yanr loynes girded,
your [haceson your feete, andyour faffe in your hand : and
yee [hall eate itin bhafbe ; itis the Rords pafJeoner.

N this verfe is fer downein what manncr the paffeescr, was

tobe earen,cxprefled in foure branches. Firld, yonr loines
girded 5 fcondly, yosr (booes on your feese; Thirdly, your
[Pases in your handes ; Fourthly, ye fbaliate stan bafte,

Inwhich in generall, we fee that they imply a kindnefe to
take 2 Tourncy. The myferie whereof s, firft chat there muft
be iu vs a promptneffe and readinefle to that worke, where-
vnro God (hali call vs, a duty much commended vnto vsin
Scriprure ; Pfali57.7. € 27.8. Mdtihew1l.1 2.Luk. 16. 16.
Pal.40.7. Heb.10.7. For fuch a prompuncfle and readirefle,
is a figue of the willingne{fe and cheerctulneffe of our hearts a

thing
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thing moft acceptable to God; 2.Cor.9.7. And it reprootes
he backewardnefle and fluggithnefle of men, to cometothe
ordinance of God, to preaching onthe Sabboth, to the Sacra-
ment, &c.

2. Hereb is fignified that we bee ready, for our pafiage
from the Agypt of this world, ynro this Camaan of’ Heauen :
for thefe were a type of the other; Marth.24.42. 1. Theff's.
6. Becaufe we know not whenour paffage fhall bee, asthe
Ifraelites knew not at what houre of the nighz they were then
to depart.

This reprooues, the fecuritie of men, that thinke lcft of their
departuie hence, as thatcommonand wicked fpeech (heweth ;
Ithought no moreof it, then of my dying day. From which,
wane of due preparation, it comincth thar when the time of
departureis at hand,men become either dead in heare,and vin-
capableotall comfort, like Nabatl, orlike Belfhazxer, arefil-
ledwith feare, horror,and amazement, winhin and wichout.
Dan.7.6. Let vs bee rather like the wile Virgins, and that
faithfull Scruant ; Luke 13.36. alwaicsattending and looking
forthe comming of his Maiter. -

Now come we to the particular branches.

1. Yosrloynesgirded, which phrale is vfed in the Scripture,
ina double refpect.

1. Fora clofc and fuff girding of @ mans apparell wito hus
middle

2. For a trufling vp of hisgarments, vato his girdle.

The former istaken from Souldiers, that buckle their Ax-
mour together with their girdle; as God bid /96 gird vp his
loines, when he would hauc him (tand to his defence, and ac-
{ivere for himfelfe; /ob 38.3. & 40. 2. in the like feace ; &-
phef.6.14. and this fenccis not here meant, for God woull
not tha they fhould prepare themfelues to fight with P/~
rao.

For the beteer vnderflanding of the latter fence, wee ave oo
know, that in thole Eafterne countries, they went with long
fide gownes hanging downe totheir legges, which were 2n
impediment in trauclling, if they wcr)c not truffed vp. And

(a2 ey
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therefore they being now to take a long journey, God bids
them trufie vp their gownes to their girdles; in this fence are
1 Kmga8.46.2.Kmg.4.29.6 9.1,

The my(Qerie is, that wee [uffer not any thing to hinder vs
n our courfe and workethat we goeabout ; this is not meant
of fuch things thar are valawfull and wicked, but of thofe
thatbelawfull, good, and asneedfull as our apparrell, chac if
we obferue any hinderance to proceede from them inour ho-
iy coutle, to be carefull to remoouc it, which as itis meant;
Terot.17. Lika1a 35.1.Petit.13. So without a metaphor itis
plainely exprefled; [Heb. 12.1.

Foritis a point of wifedome, when wee aime at any thing
to remooue allimpediments, or elfe we venturethe loffe of the
thingwe aime at.

Ffe, That whenlawfull things doe become hinderances, as
they doe many times by our iminoderate vie of them, our do-
ting vpon them, or preferring of them to other better things;
Lrkei4.18. e, wee doc take themaway,and abridge our
{cluesof them; 1. (or.7.314

2. For reproole of thofe that care not what burden they
lay vpon their backes, how many othices they get, how much
landsand livings they heape vp, what pleafures, what com-
pany they follow,thoughin the meane time they be by thefe
thingshindred from attending vato better duties, to the wor-
inip and ferucie of God.

2. Yowr (boocsone yomr feete.

‘What! were they wont to weare nio fhooes on their feete,

Avnfw. Ity be whenthey tooke their repaft,they had
i:0 fhooes on, it being the cultome to lic on Carpets, on which
alfothey went, fob.1 3423,

2. Itmay be thatthey had fhooes which they did weare at
meales, and others which were for journeyes, but there can
be buta coniecture at thefe things.

My(lcricis, that for the furcherance we may vie alf lawfull
helpes. And for this caute as their is a fight, (o is their Armior
appointed. Eph.6. where ver/e I5. wee are likewife comman-
ded to have our feete fhod, withthe preparationof the Goi;;

pell
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pellof peace,fo that albeit the way which we muft go through
be rough and thorny, thatis, full of affli&ions, yet thod and
furnifhed with the comforts of the Gofpell, wee may goe on
boldly without feare of pricking.

3. Stauesin your bands.] Staues, we know,ferues to helpe
men io their iourney, andto reft themfelnes vpon when they
are weaty,

Thefe fRauesare the promifes of faluation, which muft fu-
ftaine and vpheld vs, as, Thy Rod andthy Seaffe, theycomfors
me: Plal23.4.

Dott. From hence it followeth, That we ought to bee con-
{cionable inthe vieof thofe meanes that God hath afforded vs
forto helpe our infirmities, asin all thingsto confider thesca
ward &c¢. Heb.12.2.

And itreprooues thofe that are boldand prefumptuous of
their owne flrength and abilitie,and retufe the meanes appoin-
ted,whercby many times they fall away.

4. Andjyec (hall eate icin bafle,) Thisis the laft ceremony,
and itislaid downe asa rcafon of the former, Andthe reafon
of thisreafon is exprefled, ver{: 3 3. For God intendingto bring
that great fudgement on the Egyptians ; and forefecing how
the Egyptians would thereupon deale withthe Ifraelites; by
forcing them to bee gone vpon the fudden, hee doth thus pro-
uide,thac they (hould be allin readineffe to depare,

Dok, God iscaretullto prouide helpe for his people,when
they arcinany treights. When the World wasenchefudden
to be drowned,he caufed Noabto makean Arke before hand
to faue himfelt.Whenthe Children of Iftael travailed through
the Wildernefle,and were to depast fromn cucry place ona fud-
denat the rifing of the Cloud and Pillar offire,God caufed
themtodwellintents,and not to build houfes. So thatcucry
way hedoth ficand prepare his people to thofe ftatesthat hee
«neanes to bring them. For he tha: fore-warned,is fore-armed;
and troubles that come on a fudden, make men attheir wits
end,and caofe many diftra&ions,

Ffeis to be caretuill in vfing the meanes that God hath pro-
uided for our good, as becaufe Shc comming of the Sounc of

(8) 3 L.
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manis fudden,to watch; becaufeas death leaues vs fo indge-
ment will find vs, andthe houre thercot vncertaine,itteacheth
to be alwaies prepared for death. Thus though they come on
a fudden, they fhall net be fuddento vs &,

The myflery hereof is, thatinthis world we haueno place
ofabode,butmutt alwayes be, as (till going out ofit. A point
manifett by the line of the Pazriarkes,by the Children of Ifracl
i the Wildernefle living interts: See Heb.11. 9,10, 2.(0or.5.
2. Phil.1,23. 1.Cor.15.31. Wee mult therefore make hafle,
and vieche things of this world in hafle, becaufe wee hauea
long iourney to goe, and know not how much time wee haue
thereunto, Tothis end let vslearne, as Pfal.9o.12.and beas the
Apoftle,PFsl.3.13. where the metaphor isgaken from ruaners,
that looke not vito that which they hauc runne, but how farre
they haue to runne yet vato the marke,

Thishalle isto becmade, firlt, for feare of hurt that may
come by abiding. Thus the Angels haltened Lot out of So-
dome,lefthe didpartake of their punifhments, Somuft wee
hafte,becaufe of tempeations of that body of death wee carry
abour,of fhares,allurement and diigraces, &c.whereby weare
drawneto forfake the Locds

Secondly the expe&ation of a benefit caufeth men to make
hafte; thebenefic that commethto vs,is freedome from finne,
cternall glory,and the enioying of all good, &c.

Somcadde vto thefea third right, namely, that they did
cate it flanding. Whereofalbeitthere be fome probability be-
caufe of theformer circumftances (which neuertheleffe might
be alldone fitting after their vinall manner)yet it is not expref-
1y et downe,and fo no inference can be drawne fromit, that
ticreiorethe beft manner of geRure to eate the Lords Supper
& franding.

Now in generall concerning all thefe forenamed Rites, we
imay obfcrue this property ; that fome of them were oncly
peculiar to this Pafleouer, and to no other: as firft,thac the
Lambe fhould bekept foure dayes, verf.3.6. Secondly the li-
bertythey had tochufea Lambe,or a Kid. Thirdly,the fprink -
ling of the blood vpon the doore-poits. Fourthly, all theie

nexst
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next before mentioned, of cating it with theirloynes girded,
&c. Fifihly,the not going out of the houle vntill the morving.
Thefe Rites were then commanded and vied, inregard of the
prefent circumftancesand occafions,but were neucer in vie after.
ward. And thismay appeare in that, atthe fecond infiitution
of the Paflccuer when it was ordained to 2n anniuerfary rite,
they are rot repeated, nor yet were pertormed by Chnft,
whenle did abrogate the fume.

Andthis wemay oblerue,that there may be rites inthe firft
infticucion of ordinances which are not of perpetuall vie.So in
this Paflcouer they were to keepe their houles, and to fprinkle
the blood onely at this time, becaufe at chis time onely the de
firoyer wasto pafle by : and likcwile to eate it in fuch hafte,
Lecaule now onely they wereto bee gone out of Egypt on a
fudden, So in the Lords Supper,Chritt vled voleauened bread,
becauic at that time there was no leanened bread tobe caten
alfd he celebrated itatenening, becaufeit wasimmedsately to
fucceede the Pafleoucr, which waseaten at Euen. So hee fate
azthe Lords Supper, hauing fate betoreafter the fafhion of the
Countrey at the Paflcouer.

A ruleto know when fuch ritesare occafionailasifthey be
not exprefled in the words of the inftitution ofthe ordinances.
Secing thercfore the gefture of fitting, is neither by the Euan-
gelifts,nor Saint Paswd repeating the inflitution, expreflely fee
downe, weeare hereinto fubmit our feluesto the ordersap~

pointed by the Church.

Veil1g. And this day [bsli be ontoyoufor amemoriall : and
you fhall keepeit a Feaft 1o1he Lord,throughout yenr genera.
tions : yous [hall keepe it s Feaft by an ordinance for exer.

14, Senendayes fballyee cate vnleanenedbread, enmtie firfs
day yee (ball put leamen ont of your houfes : for whofoener ea-
tetbleanened bread, fromthe firft day to the fenemth day, thas
[oule haiibe cat off froms Ifracl, '

16. eAndinthe firft day there [lall be an holy Conwocation,and

she feucnth day shere [hall be ankoly Comsuocation toyom :
e

"
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no rxﬂmzer;fr;;rke [hall be dorein them, fane that which ewe;
vy man muft cate, that oncly may be done of yon.

Oncerning the time of the celebration of the Paffeouer,
we are to note,firft,the beginning ; tecondly the continu-
ance,

1. Inthebeginning obferue; firft, vpon what occafion it
w(ais ordained : fecondly, on what time of the yeere cclebra-
ted.

Firfl,the occafion was that great deliuerznce from Pharaoh,
and that bondage wherein the Egyptians held them sthe fame
night that this deliuerance wasto bee fent, this Paffeouer was
inthruted. God fo difpofing of it,firft,in regard of himfelte,to
fhew that this deliuerance came from himn, inthat euery thing
came to dpaﬂ'c accordingas he had before fignified. Sccondly,
in regard of thepeople,to firengthen their faith and hope,that
feeing all things accomplithed according to thisfigne, they
might beleeue in God,and haue their heartsentarged to prailc
and truft inhim,

Secondly,thetime of the yeere on which ir was celebraced,
is fee downe,ver(.18. Tmthe firft moneth ; that is, in the Spring
time,anfwering in part to our March. The fonrteenth day of the
sonerh ; atthe full ofthe Moone, after the Spring Equino&i-
all. God making choice of this time,that euen the time might
{tirre vp their hearts,and encourage them to hope for a deliue-
rance. Alfoic wasatype of Chrift, whofe comming brought
with it the Spring of grace,of knowledge and illumination,
. (

seft. Herea quefticn may be moued,whether they were
fri&ly bound to obferue alwaiesthis time and no other.

Arfw. To this weanfwer in generall, that they werenot fo
{ri@ly tied vato this time,as that vpon no occafion it might be
altered. Thisappeares by that ftory which is recorded, Numb.
gwverf.6.t0 14,

Out of which we may note thefe points;

Firftthat God requires not impoffibilicies of hischildren,
but doth difpenfecuen with his owne ordinancesin cafe of;;]e-

cefliy
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ceflity,as here incafe oflegallvncleanenefle, by buryinga dead
man,God gaue them liberty 0 alter the time vnto another
moneth. So inthe wildernefle was Circumcilion, becaufe of
the vncertainty of theirioumeyes ; and fo there may bemany
neceflary occafions to hinder a manfrom the Saarament, and
{0 1 doubtnot,but if a manthat hath long lyen bedsed, fhould
haue a feruent defire to receiue the Communion, the place
might bealtered,and it might be celebrated in a priuate houfe
there being company fufficient to make a Congregation, the
like may be faid of Baptifine.

Secondly that it is better to forbeare for atime, then being
voprepared,to come to the Sacrament, Againft this may bee
obicted the example of thofe: that came ynpared to the Paffe-
oucr, 2.Chrem.30.17,18. But weeanfwer,that God fhewed
-his difpleafure at chis,in that he plagued them,vers20.although
at the prayer of Hezekiab,and their own repenrance,no doube
hehealed them. Alfo they had honelt hearts,and did this in
igaorance,wherefore hec paffed by their infirmity. Now if
there might bee Legall vncleannefle without finne : andyee
thofe thac were thus vncleane, might not come to the Paffco-
uer,much more ought wee that are indeed defiled wich finne,
abflaine for a time, left being voprepard, we make the Sacraa
ment voffuicfull vito vs, and an occafion of bringing iudge-
ment vpon vs, L or.11.28.

Thirdly that we doe not wittingly and willingly hinder our
felues fromthe Table of the Lord. For the(e incn were grieued,
thacthey could siot come, as ‘PP“‘CS:%Y their complaint to
Mofes, which fhewes they were neceflarily hindred. And
verl.13, weefeea great iudgement chreatned againtt fuch as
might come,and did neglectic.

Whereforeitmuft bea matter of neceffity thathindersvs,
andnoteuery pretext that wee make voto our fclues. So like-
wile many will make themfelues vofic,by continuing in matice
and angeragainft others, by which meanesthey continue ftill
In impenitency,and alfo thew theirlight cfteeme of Gods oz-
dinance.

Founthly thatif we be neceffarily hindredat one time,wee

() labour
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labour to make it vp at another,hereby thewing our truc defise
and religious care.

2. Concerning the continuance of the Paffcouer, we ate to
note,firft,how long it lafled at once for the celebrationofir.
Secondly, how long it lafted in the continuall fucceflion of it
fiamycereto yeere,

Concerning the former,it was celebrated feuen whole dajes,
verf,15. to the end that it being a great ordinance amemori-
all of a great benefit,and a type of a greater, it might haue a fo-
lemne cclebration. Now ic waskept feuen dayes, becaoe it
was iuft feucndayes before their full deliverance accomplifh-
ed : for the firft day they came outof Egypt,and the feuenth,
they paffed ouer the Red Sea.

Heretwo queftions may be asked : v

Firft,whether they might increafe, or diminifhthe pumbes
of thefe dayes >

Anfw. No ¢ they might not alter the dayes tothe end that
the myQery might be alwayes had in remembrance, and be an
occafion to declare vnto their children, when they thould aske
themthe reafon of them, allthe circumflancesofthat deliue~
Iance.

Futinthe 2.Chrom.30.23. we reade that it was kept four-
teene dayes.

Anfw, Firft,they keptindeed a Feflivall feuen dayes ouer,
butit was not the Paffecucr. Secondly, if they did celebrate
the Paffeouer feuen daies longer, it was becaufe many were v
cleanc amongft fo many people, who could aot gochome and
come again the next moneth,and fo they thought that it might
be continued other feuendayes, fo thatit wasextraordinary :
vpon that Law,Nam.g.

ueft. 2. How thefe (tuen dayes were celebrated.

Anf.1.Ingenerall all thefe feuen dayes were holy, Lew.23. 4.

2. But yetwe mult diftinguifh berweene the firftand the
laft day and che fiue middlemoft. The fiue middle were holy
in thefe refpeéts:

Fir(t,becaufe that rite of eating vrleauened bread wasto be
continued, .

Sccendly,
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Secondly,becauie on all thofe feuen_ dayes there were ex-
traordinary facrifices to beoffered, proper tothofe dayes,be-
fdes the continuall morming and cuening facrifice, Zewit,23.5,
Nuwmb 28.23.

Thirdly,gccaufc the people were to come together mor-
ning and eucningto worfhip God, and to feaft together in 2
holyreioycing in the Lord, 2.Chrom.30.2 2. Lak.2.43.

But the firft and feuenth were in 2 peculiar manner, and
more ftriltly holy. Firf}, becaufe on thefc dayesthere was an
holy Affembly verfi16. Leir.23.7,8, Nomsb.28.18,25.What
this holy Affembly was fee Nehews.8.2,3,5 &c.

Secondly,in regard that they were not to doe any feruile
worke on thefe dayes,ver((16.to theend they might haue the
morcliberty to worfhip God,and not to be tyred and wearied
withlabour on the fiuc dayes,

Verl.xs. For whofoener cateth leasened bread, froms the firft
duy untillthe fenensh,that fowle (sl be cut off from Ifr aal.

THelaﬂ thing to be confidered, is the neceffity of this Sa-
crament of the Paffeouer, and fo confequently of the
Lords Supper,inflituted in theroome thereof: Thatthere was
a neceffary obferuarion ofit, appeares in two refpes: Firft,
becaufe it wasexpreflely and ﬁPmply commanded ofthe Lord,
ver{.14. Sccondly,becaufecofthe penalty laid vponthofe that
fhould wilfully negle&, or contemnc it, verf.15. for although
onely this particular Rite of voleauened bread be here expref-
fed,yer by a Synecdoche weemuft vnderftand itofthe whole
Ordinanice,fo that the contempe or neglet s not onely of this
rite,but of the whole Ordinance, as appeares by comparing
this with Numb.9.13.

That we may more diftinctly fee wherein thisneceffity con-
fifts,we are to confider ingencrall ; thata thing isthen faid o
be neceffary, without which another thing cannot bee. Now
thisis vied in two refpedts; firft, fora thing tharisabfolutely

neceffary, withour which a thing cannot poffibly b#, fo asare
(®) 2 the
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the caufes of things faid to be neceffary, Thus Chriftsdeath
is abfolutelv necetlary for our faluation. .

Secondty, it is taken for thac which is neceffary by confe.
quence, forthe better effeting, and more eafic performance
ofathing.

The Sacramentsare neceffary; not as eaufes for then fhould
they giue grace and faluation, But they are neceffary as a
means of faluation, and that alfo not fimply : for fo is Faith
the meanes,and this commeth by hearing ofthe Word butin
thefe two refpe&s : firft,becaufe God hath commanded them,
theyare his ordinances to trie our obedience 5 and fo although
we fhould reape no bencfit by them, yet were weto obferue
them. Sccondly,inregard of ourneed, becaufe weare carnall,
and are moft moued with things obieted te our fenfes, not fo
much apprehendiog (pirituall myflerics, and therefore for the
helpe of our vnderflanding, and firengthening of our Faith,
God ordained the Sacraments, that {o more particularly wee
mightapply Chrift to our fclues.

Therefore wee muft diftinguifh betweene the ourward
fignes,and the thing figuified. '

Chriftisthar which the Sacrament reprefents, iow to feed
on Chrift,to celebrare this Paflcouer (for fois he called) isab-
folutely neceffary, wishout which no faluation, loh.6.53. But
asfor the Elementsand other Rites, they are neceffary butin
part,notascaufes,nor asmeanes fimply, withoue which there
were no partaking of Chrift, but in regard of Gods command,
2nd our betterhelpe.

Inthe Penalty obférue, firfl,the Extent thereof; fecondly,
the Perfons againft whomit is denounced,

1. The Extent isin thefe words, [thes perfom [bal be cnt off
froms.Ifracl.) Totake thisin the largeft extent, it fettech forth
threethings:

Firft,thae thofe that offend againft ¢his charge, fhall bee fe-
parated from the communion and fellowfhip ~f the peoplc of
God,and fo be accounted as Heathenmen, 1.Cor.5. laft, allu-
deth hereunto.

Secondly, the taking of them deane from the face of tllxc

eauth,
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earth,citherordinarily by the {fword ofthe Magiftrate: for fo
this cutting off istaken, Exod,31.24,15. or extraordinarily by
the hand of God.

Thirdly,a depriuation of faluation and debarring fromlife
eeernall,a cutting off from hating fellowfhip with the body of
Chrift kereafter, becaufe here they {o litle regarded the com-
tmumion of his members; as Pfal.69.28.

2. The perfons againt whom this iudgement s threatned,
are plainely {ct downe, Numsb.9.10,13. Where wefee, thatif
vrgenccautes did hinder any one, God in that cafe did difpenfe
with him,but if when he might conueniently keepe the Paffe-
ouer,and was not hindered by the prouidence of God, he did
then negleét ic,then was he liable to this punifhment.

Welcethercfore that the Iewes were bound in confcience
to the obferuation of the Paficoucr, as they alfo did, verf.28.
and intimes fucceeding, whenthey weregrowne carelefle, or
had forgottenthe ordinarcesof God, we fee that godly Kings
confidering the great neceflity ofic, had great carc to reftore it
toits former obfcruation; as fofish and Hezckiah, 2.Chro.30.

To ‘i;PIY thisto cur felues, fecing thar thereis asgreat ne-
ceffity of our Sacraments, as of thelg of the Fewes,asgreata
penalty denounced againft the wilfull contemners and negle-
Qersof ours,as of theirs, we haue asgreat need of thefe hc? s
as they,and as great benefit redounds to vsas to them,it fol-
lowes that we are as ftri@ly bound vato the obftruation of the
Sacramengs as they were;. and therefore we arenot to thinke
it a marter arbicrary and left at our choife, but to make con.
{cience to cotne,when God by his Minifter doth inuite vs.

2. Againe,as here is condemned all wilfull profanation,and
comkempt of the Sacraments,fo likewife is reproued that fuper-
fHitious conceif that many haue of the neceffity. of it, who if
they be ficke, will haue chie Sacrament brought to them,8zc.
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