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An Expefition upon VERrs.a,

T SR RS

AN EXPOSITION VPON
THE THIRTIETH Psarmr.

Pfal,zo0.2.
In whofe Spirss there is o guile.
y Vileis a fpirituall deceit, whereby a man des
, ’?{, ceiues himfelfe before God inthe matter of his
1 X

§ : {aluation,
4

ﬁj Thekinds of it may bee reduced to foure
&8 heads.

1. Guileinrefpe@ of Gods fauour when a man is deceiued
by a falle perfwafion,that he is in the fauour and louc of God,
This is done three wayes:

1. By comparifons; whenaman compares himfelfe either
with himfelfe,or with gtoffe notorious finners that come farre
behind him in goodnes,or with ciuil rightcous men.As did the
Pharifcs, Lwk.18.11,13. fuch are faid to beealiue whithoue the
Law.Rom.7.9.

2. Byrealonof temporall bleflings, which becaufe 2 man
doth enioy plentifully, fo he ftaightway concludes,that he is
beloued of God.

3. Lafily,which is the moft fearefullwhen men being pu-
aifhed with croffes and calamities, doe hereupon ﬁ:ther, that
God loucth them,faying,that they haue cheir punifhment here,
and fo they (hallefcapc hereafter; though in the meane time
they neuer repent of their (innes;and leaue their wicked cour-
&es,for which end God did thus punith them.

2. Guileand deceitoftheheart in refpe@ of Sinne ; this
is either before or after the committing of ic.

Before the committing of a (inne,a mans heare deceiucsand
beguiles him foure waycs.

1. By
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3. By perfwading him, it is but afmall veniall fnne; o
extenuating it,as a matter not muchto be flood vpon.

2. Butifthe finnc doe feeme great and valy thenic labours
to make him beleiuc chaz God (eeth it pot,he takes no notice
ofit. v
3. Ifchis perfwafion take no place,bur thac he thinke God

will fee it then it fuggeReth vato him that he will notpunifh
him for it,be will pafle by it,&c,

4. Ifallthis ferue nocthe turne then it perfwadeth him,that
repentance may cafily be had for it,thac he will repent for it a-
fore he dies, &c.

Afier a finue committed, the guile is threcfold.

I A mans corrupt heare will endeuor to bring himtoa
loue and liking of that finne, and makeit feeme pleafant voto
him,char he may not repeat for it.

. -Secgndly, or clfe to caufc him to defend it by colourable
Ahifigsand excules,thathe may feemeto doe it lawfuily,

Thirdly ,if it doc begin to gripe:him, and to pricke his con-
{cience,then dath it labour to choke this griete and forrow,and
{o tohinder loundrepentanceand thae three wayes:

Firft,by merrimenc,when a man thinkes ir buta.melancho-
Jy,andfo.gats himrmong meny companions comuficke, and
fuchlike;to driuc it away. ' :

Sccondly, if foic: leaue him not, then hee performes fome
fhort huniiliation for fathion fke,without true forrow indecd,
.:h:fi {0 hereby  hee.may asit were, -gevhimiclfe out of Gods
hands. e

Thirdly,by fome ceremony or other ; as when fome coue-
tous extortioner that gets his goods volawfully, and neuer
thiirkes of reflitution, vpon hisdeath bed,orbetore, will giue
fomewharto build an Almef-houfe, and fo make amends for
all. This isbuta ccremony asit were,

3+ Guile,in refpect of vertues and graces,when a man de-
cciueshimiclfe with a counterfeir fhew of them ; as

Firlt,whes he perfwades himfelfe to be a true worfhipper
of God,becaufe he frequentsthe places and cxercifes of his ter-

uice.
Szcond-
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Secondly, tobeeatrue Chriftian,becaufe he performesthe
outward duties of Religion.

Thirdly, when hee beguiles himfelfe with the thadow of
Faich and repentance, and all other pasticular graces, whereof
there isno one bue may be counteretited.

Fourchly, guile in refpe& of the Word and workes of the
Spirit ¢ tor firft,a manmay haue, firt knowledge of the Word;
fecondly affencvinto this knowledge; thirdly,a man may make
profefiion of it ; fourthly, yea, hemay ftand for the defence of
the truth thereof,and yetmay he be beguiled with a falfe hope
of his good eftate; all things being wroughe in him by that
wonderfull power of God,whereby hee caufeth euenthe wic-
ked and vngodly co giue teltimony to the truth of his Word.

Secondly,there may bee wroughtin him,firf},a kind ofloue
and ioy in the Wor! ; fecondly, a willingne(fe to heare ir;
thirdly, & reformnation of fome finnes and corruptionsin the
life and conuerfation (which is done by the re€raining, and not
fanéifyiog Spirit,) as there wasin Herod, Aark.6.20. with
diucrs the hke graces ; and neuerthelefle as Herad did, he may
nourifh fome onc boforne finne,and fo be farre from the flate of
Jound conuerfion. '

Diuersother fuch deceits thereare, butthefe are the princi-
pall : which things fecing they are fo, and thatthe heart is de-
ceitfullaboue allthings,yea and who can know it?

Letvs labour and leame, firft, to fufpet our hearts,and not
truft them too farrebutby due examination find out the wiles

and fubtikiestheseof. Secondly,to get vsfincereand vprighe
hearté,

FINI1S;
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